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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11
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60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 84

This first volume from 1305/1887-1888 is marked by a striking convergence of late-‘Akka themes:
the universal scope of Baha’u’llah’s revelation, the insistence that recognition must be joined to
steadfastness, and the repeated effort to preserve the community from words and persons that
generate schism. Much of the material consists of brief, affectionate replies to individuals and
families, often including prayers and assurances of remembrance; yet taken together these Tablets
show a community being pastorally consolidated under conditions of pressure, with Baha’u’llah
repeatedly redirecting attention from controversy to service, character, wisdom, and unity. Again
and again the reader encounters the same late emphasis: the Cause is to be advanced not by
disputation but by pure deeds, goodly character, and steadfast orientation to the “Most Exalted
Horizon.”

The undisputed centerpiece is BH00827, the Lawh-i-Haft Pursish, one of the volume’s most sub-
stantial and doctrinally important Tablets. In answer to seven questions, Baha’'u’llah addresses
the direction and language of worship, the relation of religions to one another, the treatment of
religious difference, the fulfillment of eschatological expectation, and the reality of the afterlife.
Particularly notable is the way the Tablet combines an emphatically universalist theology—His re-
ligion is described as one of benevolence and forbearance that “embraces all faiths”—with a strong
affirmation that Paradise and Hell, reward and punishment, and the “most great Resurrection” are
real, though interpreted through the lens of the need to maintain order in the world.

Several other items deserve notice for the way they sharpen the volume’s central concerns. BH0O0835
is a powerful call to steadfastness that ranges across the peoples of the Bayan, the Qur’an, and
the Gospel, while also warning the Baha’is against voices that “cause affairs to differ”; it is es-
pecially important for its explicit condemnation of discord and its instruction that local believers
appoint teachers from among themselves. BH00918, addressed to an Afnan, is notable for its vivid
depiction of the afflictions surrounding the Cause, including a memorable passage on the reviling
of Baha’u’llah from the pulpits of Iran and the counter-theme of “beauteous patience” and conceal-
ment. BH01083 and BH01817 continue this pattern: both urge wisdom and unity in the face of
divisive tendencies among some of the people of the Bayan.

Among the shorter Tablets, a number stand out for particular motifs. BH03754 relates exaltation
of the Word of God to the ethical plane of trustworthiness, chastity, faithfulness, and goodly
deeds, while again invoking protection from the “calf,” the “croakers,” and the makers of mischief.
BHO04348 is a compact but forceful reflection on the perennial rejection of the divine messengers,
placing opposition to Baha'u’llah in continuity with the mockery endured by Muhammad and
Christ. BH04584 and BH04665 are valuable for the late-‘Akka rhetoric of warning and summons:
the former speaks of the spread of “barking ones” and prays for preservation from souls who love
discord, while the latter tersely declares that “today is not the day for words,” but for hearing and
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accepting the divine call. Finally, BH05005, BH05712, and related pieces addressed to women are
noteworthy not simply as formulaic greetings but as evidence of sustained attention to the spiritual
standing and active participation of Baha’i women in the community of this period.
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BH02578
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BHO02578 i

To: Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi
Date: 1305-01-09 [1887-Sep-27]
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He is God, exalted be His glory, the Grandeur and Power

2 Praise be to God Who established the decree of Divine Unity
through the words “There is no god but God” - words uttered
by the Dawning Place of His verses and the Dayspring of His
commands, through whom the ocean of knowledge surged in
the world and the fragrance of the Revelation wafted among the
peoples. And upon His family and companions, through whom
appeared the Straight Path and God’s firm and impregnable
Command, and through whom were manifested God’s power
and sovereignty and God’s might and dominion.

3 And then, O beloved of my heart, the servant has been blessed
with your letter, each letter of which gave me glad tidings of the
remembrance and praise of God and of your steadfastness in
the word of Divine Unity that caused the limbs of the ungodly
to tremble. The servant beseeches his Lord by His most beauti-
ful names and supreme attributes to protect the believers from
the evil of every remote oppressor and every sinful transgressor.
When I read and understood it, I approached the Presence and
presented it before His countenance. He - may our spirits be
sacrificed for Him - said: “Praise be to God Who guided you
and caused you to recognize. We have heard your mention and
your call and have answered you. We beseech God, exalted be
He, to make you so steadfast in His Cause that you accept no
mention, name or command but His, and to raise you to such
a station that you hear the remembrance from your very hairs
and limbs. He is the Powerful, the Mighty.”

Praise be to God, you have been and continue to be blessed
with the Master’s loving-kindness and with mercy, grace, good-
ness and blessing from Him. We praise Him for this and thank
Him for His bounty and generosity, for He is the All-Bountiful
in the beginning and the end.

5 As for what your honor mentioned regarding the Physician and
the imprisoned brother - upon them be God’s peace - and those
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below them, this servant, as commanded, wrote to the Physi-
cian about that. However, a letter arrived from him complain-
ing about the inheritors and others. Today, as commanded, I
wrote to him what would support him in what was ordained
in the Book.

i The servant remembers God’s loved ones there and sends greet-

ings to them, beseeching God, blessed and exalted be He, to
grant them success and confirmation and bestow upon them
the good of this world and the next, and to send down upon
them the table of grace and loving-kindness. Verily, He has
power over all things.

Peace, praise and glory be upon your honor and upon those
with you and those who love you and upon God’s righteous
servants. And praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

The servant 10th of Muharram al-Haram 1305
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Lawh-i-Haft Pursish (Tablet of the Seven Questions)
To: Ustad Javanmard Shirmard, in Yazd
Date: 1305-01-25 [1887-Oct-13]

In the name of the Lord of Utterance, the All-Wise

All praise be to the sanctified Lord Who hath illumined the
world through the splendours of the Daystar of His grace. From
the letter “B” He hath made the Most Great Ocean to appear,
and from the letter “H” He hath caused His inmost Essence to
be made manifest. He is that Almighty One Whose purpose
the might of men can never hope to frustrate and the flow of
Whose utterance the hosts of kings are powerless to halt.

Thy letter was received, and We perused it and heard thy call.
Within it were enshrined the precious pearls of love and the
hidden mysteries of affection. We beseech the peerless Lord to
enable thee to assist His Cause and to lead those who are sore
athirst in the wilderness of ignorance to the water of life. His
might, in truth, is equal to all things. That which thou didst
ask of the Ocean of Knowledge and the Orb of Insight hath
met with His acceptance.
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The first question: “In what tongue and towards what direc-
tion doth it behove us to worship the one true God?”

The beginning of all utterance is the worship of God, and this
followeth upon His recognition. Sanctified must be the eye if
it is to truly recognize Him, and sanctified must be the tongue
if it is to befittingly utter His praise. In this day the faces
of the people of insight and understanding are turned in His
direction; nay every direction inclineth itself towards Him. O
lion-hearted one! We beseech God that thou mayest become
a champion in this arena, arise with heavenly power and say:
“O high priests! Ears have been given you that they may hear-
ken unto the mystery of Him Who is the Self-Dependent, and
eyes that they may behold Him. Wherefore flee ye? The In-
comparable Friend is manifest. He speaketh that wherein lieth
salvation. Were ye, O high priests, to discover the perfume
of the rose garden of understanding, ye would seek none other
but Him, and would recognize, in His new vesture, the All-
Wise and Peerless One, and would turn your eyes from the
world and all who seek it, and would arise to help Him.”

The second question concerneth faith and religion. The Faith
of God hath in this day been made manifest. He Who is the
Lord of the world is come and hath shown the way. His faith
is the faith of benevolence and His religion is the religion of
forbearance. This faith bestoweth eternal life and this religion
enableth mankind to dispense with all else. It verily embraceth
all faiths and all religions. Take hold thereof and guard it well.

The third question: “In what manner shall we deal with the
people of this age, who have each chosen to follow a different
religion and who each regard their own faith and religion as
excelling and surpassing all the others, that we may be shielded
from the onslaught of their words and deeds?”

O lion-hearted one amongst men! Regard the afflictions en-
dured in the path of God as comfort itself. Every affliction suf-
fered for His sake is a potent remedy, every bitterness is naught
but sweetness and every abasement an exaltation. Were men
to apprehend and acknowledge this truth, they would readily
lay down their lives for such affliction. For it is the key to in-
estimable treasures, and no matter how outwardly abhorrent,
it hath ever been and will continue to be inwardly prized. We
accept and affirm what thou hast said, for the people of the
world are indeed bereft of the light of the Orb of justice and
regard it as their enemy.

If thou desirest to be freed from affliction, recite thou this
prayer which hath been revealed by the Pen of the All-Merciful:
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“O God, my God! T testify to Thy unity and to Thy oneness.
I beseech Thee, O Thou Possessor of names and Fashioner
of the heavens, by the pervasive influence of Thine exalted
Word and the potency of Thy supreme Pen, to aid me with
the ensigns of Thy power and might, and to protect me from
the mischief of Thine enemies who have violated Thy Covenant
and Thy Testament. Thou art, verily, the Almighty, the Most
Powerful.” This invocation is an impregnable stronghold and
an indomitable army. It conferreth protection and ensureth
deliverance.

The fourth question: “Our Books have announced that Shah
Bahram will come, invested with manifold signs, to guide the
people aright...”

O friend! Whatsoever hath been announced in the Books hath
been revealed and made clear. From every direction the signs
have been manifested. The Omnipotent One is calling, in this
day, and announcing the appearance of the Supreme Heaven.
The world hath been illumined with the splendours of His rev-
elation, yet how few are the eyes that can behold it! Beseech
the peerless and incomparable Lord to bestow a penetrating
insight upon His servants, for insight leadeth to true knowl-
edge and is conducive to salvation. Indeed, the attainments
of man’s understanding are dependent upon his keenness of
sight. Were the children of men to gaze with the eye of under-
standing, they would see the world illumined with a new light
in this day. Say: The Daystar of knowledge is manifest and
the Luminary of insight hath appeared. Fortunate indeed is
the one who hath attained, who hath witnessed, and who hath
recognized.

The fifth question concerneth the Bridge of Sirat, Paradise,
and Hell. The Prophets of God have come in truth and have
spoken the truth. Whatsoever the Messenger of God hath an-
nounced hath been and will be made manifest. The world is
established upon the foundations of reward and punishment.
Knowledge and understanding have ever affirmed and will con-
tinue to affirm the reality of Paradise and Hell, for reward and
punishment require their existence. Paradise signifieth first
and foremost the good-pleasure of God. Whosoever attaineth
His good-pleasure is reckoned and recorded among the inhab-
itants of the most exalted paradise and will attain, after the
ascension of his soul, that which pen and ink are powerless
to describe. For them that are endued with insight and have
fixed their gaze upon the Most Sublime Vision, the Bridge, the
Balance, Paradise, Hellfire, and all that hath been mentioned
and recorded in the Sacred Scriptures are clear and manifest.
At the time of the appearance and manifestation of the rays of
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the Daystar of Truth, all occupy the same station. God then
proclaimeth that which He willeth, and whoso heareth His call
and acknowledgeth His truth is accounted among the inhabi-
tants of Paradise. Such a soul hath traversed the Bridge, the
Balance, and all that hath been recorded regarding the Day
of Resurrection, and hath reached his destination. The Day
of God’s Revelation is the Day of the most great Resurrection.
We cherish the hope that, quaffing from the choice wine of di-
vine inspiration and the pure waters of heavenly grace, thou
mayest attain the station of discovery and witnessing, and be-
hold, both outwardly and inwardly, all that which thou hast
mentioned.

The sixth question: “After relinquishing the body, that is to
say, after the soul hath been separated from the body, it has-
teneth to the abode hereafter...”

In reference to this theme there appeared some time past from
the Pen of divine knowledge that which sufficeth the men of
insight and imparteth the greatest joy to the people of under-
standing. Verily, We say: The soul is gladdened by goodly
deeds and profiteth from the contributions made in the path
of God.

5 The seventh question regardeth the name, lineage, and ances-

try of the Holy One. Abul-Fadl-i-Gulpaygani, upon him be My
glory, hath written in this regard, based on the Sacred Scrip-
tures, that which bestoweth knowledge and increaseth under-
standing.

The Faith of God is endowed with penetrating might and
power. Erelong that which hath flowed from Our tongue will
outwardly come to pass. We beseech God to bestow upon thee
the strength to assist Him. He, verily, is the All-Knowing, the
All-Powerful. Wert thou to obtain and peruse the Suriy-i-Rais
and the Suriy-i-Muluk, thou wouldst find thyself able to dis-
pense with thy questions and wouldst arise to serve the Cause
of God in such wise that the oppression of the world and the
onslaught of its peoples would fail to deter thee from aiding
Him Who is the ancient and sovereign Lord of all.

We implore God to confirm thee in that which will exalt and
immortalize thy name. Make thou an effort, that haply thou
mayest obtain the aforementioned Tablets and acquire there-
from a share of the pearls of wisdom and utterance that have
issued from the treasury of the Pen of the All-Merciful. The
glory of God rest upon thee, upon every steadfast and unwa-
vering heart and upon every constant and faithful soul.
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To: Ahmad, in Kha
Date: 1305-01-25 [1887-Oct-13]

In His Name, the Manifest One, Who speaketh in the Kingdom
of Utterance

Praise be sanctified above the comprehension of minds, befit-
ting the Most Holy and Most Exalted Court of the Beloved
One, Who, through a single exalted Word, shining forth from
the dayspring of the heaven of the Mother Book, caused the
ocean of utterance to appear and its waves to surge forth,
raised high the heaven of knowledge and adorned it with suns
and moons.

Through it was the earth cleft asunder, the heaven of idle fan-
cies rent apart, the pillars of idolatry shaken, the forces of
tyranny brought to lamentation, and all the tribes of the earth
seized with trembling — save those rescued by the hand of God’s
bounty, the Lord of all worlds. Blessed is the soul that hath at-
tained to hearing it and hath clung fast thereunto. Such a one
is recorded by God among the gems of existence and inscribed
by the Most Exalted Pen.

O Ahmad! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness.
Thy numerous letters were received, and the servant in atten-
dance before the Face presented them, attaining the honor of
their being heard. From every word was diffused the fragrance
of steadfastness, devotion, arising to serve, orientation toward
God, and detachment.

5 We praise God for His grace, His loving-kindness, and His fa-

vors in having aided you, drawn you nigh, and sent down for
you that which calleth out in the realms of knowledge and wis-
dom, and for your humility and submissiveness to the Cause
of God, the Lord of Lords.
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O Ahmad! Hear once again the call from the Most Exalted
Horizon: Verily, there is none other God but Him, the Single,
the All-Informed. Say: O people of the Bayan! Fear ye the All-
Merciful and follow not the desires of those who have denied
the Day of Judgment. Whoso objecteth to this Cause hath
indeed objected to God, the Lord of the worlds.

Say: Cast aside what the people possess and hasten to the
good-pleasure of God. Thus hath the Tongue of Grandeur
spoken in a station wherein naught is seen save the lights of
the Countenance and naught is heard save the verses of God,
the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

Thou didst hear the Call when it was raised from the Prison of
‘Akka, and thou didst behold the Most Exalted Horizon while
the people were in manifest delusion. Blessed art thou for
having acknowledged that which flowed from the Most Exalted
Pen while the Wronged One was in this mighty stronghold.

Say: O peoples of the earth! The Lord of Heaven hath come
from the Most Exalted Horizon with the hosts of revelation and
inspiration. Fear ye God and follow not every deluded remote
one — those who are moved by the tempests of idle fancies as
they please. Verily, they are among the oppressors in the Book
of God, the Lord of the Mighty Throne.

We have mentioned thee before with a mention by which the
hearts of the sincere were attracted, and We have revealed for
thee that which consoled the eyes of them that are nigh, and
We have manifested for thee from the treasuries of My Most
Exalted Pen the pearls of wisdom and utterance.

Be thankful and say: Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of the world,
and glory be unto Thee, O Thou the Goal of the mystics.

We have lit for thee the lamp of divine knowledge in the niche
of utterance and have preserved it with the glass of wisdom.
Verily, thy Lord doeth what He pleaseth and ordaineth what
He willeth.

Say: O concourse of the Furqan! Behold ye, then call to mind
that which the All-Merciful hath revealed in this momentous
announcement. Be fair in the name of God and follow not your
ignorant divines who have violated God’s covenant and His
testament when there came unto them the Kingdom of divine
utterance from the presence of One mighty and powerful.

O people of the Bayan! Hearken unto that which My Herald
hath spoken, and oppose not Him Who hath come unto you
from the Dayspring of the Cause with a wondrous command.
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O people of the Gospel! Read that which God hath revealed
unto the Spirit, and be not of the wrongdoers. I am verily the
Station unto which the Spirit ascended, were ye of them that
comprehend. I am the Book from which all the Books of God
have been expounded, were ye of the fair-minded.

That which was never manifest before hath now been made
manifest — to this beareth witness the Tongue of Grandeur
from this exalted Station. Purify your hearts from the dust
of idle fancies, then aid Him through deeds from which every
possessor of perception will inhale the fragrance of sanctity
and the sweet savour of sincerity unto God, the Peerless, the
Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

7 Remind My loved ones there and gladden them with My tender

mercy which hath preceded all who are in the heavens and on
earth.

Say: O people of Baha! Beware lest ye be hindered by the
cawing of every remote croaker. Soon will there come unto you
one who speaketh according to his desires — he is assuredly of
the calumniators in the Book of God, the Lord of the exalted
Throne. Believe not in one who cometh unto you with that
which causeth affairs to differ.

Say: Fear God, O people, and be not of the ignorant ones.
Take ye the chalice of steadfastness in My Name, then drink
from it in remembrance of Me, the All-Wise.

Say: Turn with illumined hearts unto the Most Sublime Hori-
zon, detached from those who speak that which God hath not
permitted them. Thus doth the Divine Lote-Tree instruct you,
and the Tongue of God counselleth you in this Tablet from
whose horizon hath shone the sun of loving-kindness and grace
from One compassionate and generous.

When the wine of thy Lord’s utterance hath intoxicated thee
and the Kawthar of divine knowledge hath attracted thee, say:

I beseech Thee, O my Lord, the Gracious, by Thy Command
that dominateth all things possible, and by the splendours of
the lights of the Sun of Thy manifestation, and by the pearls
of the ocean of Thy unity, to make me speak in remembrance
of Thee and hold fast to Thy cord in such wise that neither the
Pharaohs of the lands nor the oppressors among the servants
shall hinder me.

Then cause to appear from this servant of Thine, O my God,
that which shall endure as long as Thy celestial dominion and
Thy realm of might endureth.
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O Lord! T am he who hath cast away idle fancies, hastening
unto the lights of Thy countenance, and hath abandoned vain
imaginings, running unto the court of Thy glory.

5 I beseech Thee by the lamp of Thy Cause and by that which

was hidden in Thy knowledge to aid me in that which Thou
lovest and approvest, and ordain for me the good of this world
and the world to come. Verily, Thou art powerful over what
Thou willest. There is no God but Thee, the All-Forgiving, the
All-Merciful.

; Hear in the Persian tongue:

" Praise be to God, thou hast been favored with His special grace

and art mentioned and remembered before the Wronged One.

Convey to all thy kindred the greetings of the Wronged One
and give them the glad tidings of the waves of God’s ocean of
grace and bounty. Likewise to the friends in that land, that
all may drink from the Kawthar of the utterance of Him Who
is the Goal of all the worlds and be illumined with the light of
steadfastness.

Unceasingly hath this word flowed from the Pen of the Ancient
of Days in the Tablets: Verily the Cause is mighty, mighty, and
this Day mighty, mighty. The eyes of the loved ones must be
fixed upon the Supreme Horizon, and their ears attuned to the
call of the Lord of Names.

Countless deluded souls are to be seen. In brief, should anyone
speak that which God hath not willed, he is verily a lying
impostor. To this beareth witness the Lord of Destiny from
this Most Great Scene. Some have loved and do love discord.

Now it is binding, nay incumbent, upon all to shun any word
that causeth discord, even should it proceed from those who
circle round the Throne at eventide and at dawn. Today all
must engage with illumined hearts in the service of the Cause
and in exalting the Word of God. This is God’s irrevocable
decree which hath been recorded by the Most Exalted Pen in
the Crimson Tablet.

The loved ones in every city and region must appoint teachers
from among their own people to give unto the servants the
glad tidings of what hath appeared and shone forth. His honor
‘Ali-Qabli-Haydar is also very good and acceptable for those
parts.

After reading this Tablet and hearing what is contained therein,
send a copy thereof to the spiritual youth that he may be
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informed of what hath flowed from the Pen of the Lord of
ancient days on this luminous night.

The glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of My mercy
be upon thee and upon those with thee and upon them whom
the cawing of the crows and the doubts of the suspicious have
not kept back from God, the Lord of the worlds.
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BLIB_ Or15712.088, MKI4523.225,
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BHO00918
To: Jinab-i-Afnan, in Yazd
Date: 1305-01-25 [1887-Oct-13]
He is the All-Powerful, the Unconstrained! Skl ) s

This is a Book sent down by the Wronged One to him who hath
witnessed and beheld the greatest signs of his Lord, and hath
attained unto that which was recorded in the Books of God,
the Lord of all worlds. Blessed is he who hath known that for
which he was created, and happy is he who hath clung to the
cord of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Thy letter hath
come before the Wronged One. We have seen it and heard what
was therein. We have answered thee with a Tablet through
which the Herald hath proclaimed: The Kingdom belongeth
unto God, the Almighty, the All-Praised.

O Afnan!
Thy call hath reached Mine ears and thy letter hath come

before Mine eyes. Verily thy Lord is the Hearer, the Answerer.

Remember thou the days when thou didst stand before the

face of thy Lord and wert seated before His mighty throne.

Thou art he who heard the Call and turned unto the Supreme
Horizon, and drank the choice wine of understanding from the
hand of the bounty of thy Lord, the Gracious. There hath been
ordained for thee from the Pen of the Most High that which
the world cannot equal. Thus hath the Wronged One given
thee glad-tidings in His Most Great Prison, that thou mayest
thank thy Lord, the Forgiving, the Merciful. When thou hast
received My Tablet and drunk the choice wine of revelation
from the chalice of My words, say:

My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having drawn me nigh
unto Thee, and brought me into Thy presence, and honored
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me with meeting Thee, and given me to drink of the Kawthar
of Thy utterance, and made known to me Thy momentous
Message and Thy straight Path. I am he who, O my God,
was heedless - the revelations of Thy loving-kindness taught
me; who was asleep - the hand of Thy bounty awakened me;
who was far removed - the manifestations of Thy grace drew
me nigh. How can I recount, O my God, the wondrous tokens
of Thy loving-kindness and what Thou hast sent down to me
from the heaven of Thy Will and the kingdom of Thy Purpose?
The evidences of Thy Most Exalted Pen and Thy mercy that
hath preceded all things have encompassed me, such that Thou
hast made me one of the Afnans of Thy Tree and associated
me with Thine own Self. By Thy glory! Were I to possess
a thousand souls at every moment and sacrifice them all in
Thy path, they would not equal a drop from the ocean of Thy
bounty nor a spark from the fire of the Tree of Thy Cause.

O Lord! Aid me to remember Thee and praise Thee and serve
Thy chosen ones. By Thy glory, O Lord of Names and Cre-
ator of heaven! I desire that Thou make me, in all conditions,
attracted by Thy verses, illumined by Thy light, clinging to
the hem of the robe of Thy grace, and gazing toward Thy hori-
zon, and to be in such wise that nothing in the world, neither
strength nor power nor dominion, shall hold me back. Verily
Thou art the Powerful over what Thou willest, and in Thy
grasp are the reins of all things. I beseech Thee, O Manifesta-
tion of clear signs and Revealer of verses, by Thy Most Holy
Book and what it containeth of Thy mysteries and knowledge,
and by the suns of love and fellowship that have shone forth
from the horizons of the hearts of them that are sincere among
Thy servants, to ordain for me that which shall protect me
from those who have violated Thy Covenant, and disbelieved
in Thy proof, and disputed Thy verses, and denied Thy right.
O Lord! Thou seest me humble before Thy face and submissive
to Thy command. Ordain for me the good of this world and
the world to come. Verily Thou art the Lord of all men and
the Lord of the mighty Throne and the exalted Seat.

O Afnan! The upheaval in this land has caused the delay in
reply. From the earliest days until now, the Wronged One has
been in the hands of enemies. Although the might, majesty
and power of the peoples of the world have not and will never
prevent the penetration of the Most Exalted Word and the
power of the Most High Pen, yet since being wronged has been
and is acceptable in the sight of God, therefore He has been
made the target of the transgressions of the oppressors and
aggressors. In the transformation of the prison into the Most
Exalted Paradise there are signs for the discerning and evi-
dences for those of insight.
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That which hath flowed from the Most Exalted Pen in the
Tablets hath been and continueth to be made manifest. We
beseech God to aid thee to do that which is pleasing unto the
Friend. Some of the Afnan, upon them be the Glory of the
All-Merciful, circle round and abide in peace and tranquility
beneath the canopy of grandeur. The Command is in His hand;
He doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth. He
is the Almighty, the Powerful.

Regarding what thou didst mention about the afflictions of
the people and their lack of awareness, what hath befallen and
continueth to befall the people of the earth is the recompense
of their deeds. Man and all things are bewildered. A group
throughout ages and centuries cried out “O Qa’im!” and finally
martyred Him. O Afnan! One day as We were walking in the
land of Ta, the seat of Persian sovereignty, suddenly lamenta-
tions arose from all directions. Upon investigation, the wailing
of pulpits throughout the cities and regions of that land was
heard, uttering these words: “O my God, my God! The Seal of
the Prophets and the Lord of all Messengers, may the spirit of
all else be sacrificed for His sake, ordained us for Thy mention
and praise. The purpose was that through us Thy mention,
Thy praise and the praise of Thy loved ones might be raised.
Yet now the ignorant ones are engaged in cursing and revil-
ing the Intended One. O my God, my God! Deliver us and
protect us from the idolatrous souls.” In response to these ex-
alted words, there was revealed from the tongue of the Lord
of Names: “Verily We have accepted tribulations for the man-
ifestation of the Cause and We are patient therein. He verily
is the Concealer. He biddeth you to observe sublime conceal-
ment. He is the All-Patient. He counseleth you to show forth
beauteous patience.”

O Afnan! Not a single pulpit remained in Iran except that
upon it God, exalted be His glory, was reviled, and that was
uttered which is forbidden to mention. Had not God’s mercy
preceded, all would have perished. Two things have caused
preservation: one, divine forgiveness, and the other, the deeds
of certain souls who claimed to be related to the Truth. We
beseech God to awaken those who slumber and illumine those
who are heedless with the light of wisdom. He is the Mighty,
the Powerful. We supplicate the Goal of all the worlds to aid
thee and thy kindred to achieve that whose fragrance shall
endure throughout the kingdom of earth and heaven.

Mention of the honored Afnan who was named Muhammad-i-
Qablih-Baqir hath flowed from the Most Exalted Pen. He hath
attained unto My remembrance, which hath been inscribed in
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God’s Book by the Ancient Pen. Verily thy Lord is the All-
Bountiful, the Most Generous.

The Glory shining forth from the horizon of the heaven of My
loving-kindness be upon thee and upon those who are with
thee and who love thee for the sake of God, the Lord of the
worlds.

The honored Amin hath ever made mention of thee and the
Afnan. Each of the letters that he hath sent to this Servant
hath been adorned with mention of the Afnan. Now We have
turned Our attention in that direction, and therefore We make
mention of him with a wondrous mention, that it may draw
him and My Afnans unto God, the Lord of the worlds. Today
the fragrance of the Revelation hath encompassed the world,
yet most are deprived. We beseech God that He may assist His
loved ones to achieve that which beseemeth the Day of God.
In any case, convey the mention of the Wronged One to Amin
wherever he may be, that he may rejoice and be numbered
among the thankful ones.
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To: Mirza Jalal Nayrizi who attained
Date: 1305-01-25 [1887-Oct-13]

He is God - exalted be His glory, to Him belong greatness and
majesty!

Praise sanctified above the comprehension of all the first and
the last befitteth the Lord of the Day of Judgment, Who hath
spoken forth the Most Exalted Word, and through that Word
raised high the banner of knowledge in the world of existence
and unfurled the standard of being, and through that Word
made manifest the ocean of divine knowledge and caused the
waves of utterance to surge, upon which dependeth the exis-
tence of the world. None hath ever attained to the true under-
standing of that Word as it truly is. From but a single point
thereof hath appeared the knowledge of all the first and the
last. He is the Dawning-Place of the divine Books, the Day-
spring of the revelation of the Lord of Oneness, and the Source
of divine laws and ordinances. His are the four pillars, in each
pillar lie hidden mysteries and treasured bounties. And when
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that Point bowed down before the effulgences of the lights of
the Most Great Name, the Hand of His grace adorned it with
the ornament of nearness and reunion, and from it appeared
“B” which was joined unto “H”, and through this Point all
things proclaimed “The Truth is come!”

Glorified art Thou, O Creator of the Point, its Ordainer, its
Adorner, its Protector and its Helper! I bear witness unto that
which the Tongue of Thy grandeur hath testified when Thou
wert seated upon the throne of divine expression in the midst of
all possibilities, and I acknowledge that which hath flowed from
Thy Most Exalted Pen amidst all created things. I beseech
Thee by the mysteries hidden in Thy knowledge and the verses
treasured in Thy tablets, and by Thy Command through which
the limbs of all names trembled while the hearts of the people
of Baha were assured, to send down upon him who hath turned
unto Thee and held fast unto Thee, from the heaven of Thy
mercy, the rain of Thy bounty. I beseech Thee, O Lord of the
worlds and King of eternity, by the fragrant breezes of Thy
verses and the lights of the dawn of Thy Manifestation, and
by Thy breezes through which the dwellers of the graves arose,
and by Thy signs through which was revealed the decree of
resurrection and the trump was blown, to make me steadfast in
Thy remembrance and praise, firm in Thy love, seeking refuge
in Thy presence, and clinging to the hem of the robe of Thy
grace. Thou art He Whom neither the happenings of the world
nor the doubts of nations have hindered. There is no God but
Thee, the Almighty, the Powerful.

Moreover, I beseech Thee, O Lord of Names and Creator of
heaven, to assist the people of Baha to remain steadfast in Thy
love, such that neither the oppression of the tyrants nor the
rejection of the transgressors who have ascended the pulpits
in Thy name and uttered concerning Thee that which caused
the dwellers of the pavilion of Thy majesty and the tabernacle
of Thy glory to lament - after Thou hadst created them for
Thy remembrance and praise - may frighten them. Thou art
He Who hath seen and heard what they have spoken thereon
in Thy days, and Thou didst forbear despite Thy power and
conceal despite Thy might. O Lord! Aid Thy heedless servants
to behold that which hath appeared from Thee and to turn
unto Thy horizon. Thou art He Whose mercy hath preceded
all and Whose grace hath encompassed all, and Who hath
named Thyself the All-Merciful, the Most Compassionate, the
All-Forgiving, the Most Generous.

Ordain for Thy loved ones the good of the here-
after and of this world. There is no God but Thee, the Lord
of the throne on high and of the dust below. Then forgive
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them through Thy bounty which hath preceded existence itself.
There is no God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. O
Lord! Thou seest Thy male and female servants turning unto
Thee, hoping for the wonders of Thy grace. I beseech Thee
by Thy name, the All-Forgiving, to forgive them through Thy
bounty and generosity, and by Thy name, the Most Generous,
to ordain for them that which will draw them nigh unto Thee.
Verily, Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest, and
Thou art the Mighty, the All-Bestowing. O Jalall We have
heard the call of My loved ones, both men and women. Con-
vey My greetings to them and remind them of My verses, and
give them the glad tidings of My mercy which has preceded all
who are in the heavens and on earth. O Jalall Upon thee be
the glory of God, the Self-Sufficient, the Most Exalted.

i Your letters, both past and present, have been received. Ev-

ery word thereof testified to your acceptance, devotion and
steadfastness. O Jalal!l This Day is unlike other days and its
utterance unlike other utterances. Whosoever attains unto the
fragrances of the Most Exalted Word which hath been revealed
from the Supreme Pen in the prison of Akka, and recognizes it,
will become detached from the world and all that dwell therein,
and will cleave with heart and soul unto the Truth. Blessed
are they whom the veils of the world have not hindered and
whom the doubts of the nations have not prevented from turn-
ing towards and accepting the Truth.

Praise be to God that thou hast sought the Most Great Ocean
and hast attained unto that which hath been revealed by the
Pen of the Ancient of Days in the Books of the nations. Thou
didst arrive, thou didst see, thou didst hear the Call, thou didst
behold the horizon, and thou didst acknowledge that which
the Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken. Blessed art thou and
blessed are My friends in Nun and Ya who have not broken
My covenant and My testament, who have drawn nigh and
have drunk the choice wine of revelation from the hands of My
bounty. We have remembered them before and remember them
now that this remembrance may attract them to the Greater
Steadfastness, lest their feet slip from the Path of God, the
Lord of all worlds.

Convey My greetings to all and give them the glad tidings of
the favors of God, exalted be His glory. Nothing whatsoever
escapeth His knowledge. He heareth and seeth, and He is the
All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. Today the call of the servants hath
been heard, and the answer is at all times being revealed from
the horizon of the Kingdom of utterance.

The honored Ismu’llah, upon him be My glory, hath repeatedly
mentioned both thee and Mulla Shafi’, and in each instance
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he hath been blessed with the revelation of the Supreme Pen.
This Wronged One hath ever remembered and will continue to
remember His loved ones. I swear by the Sun of Truth which
shineth from the horizon of the heaven of Revelation that ev-
ery name that is mentioned in the presence of this Wronged
One is blessed with the remembrance of God, exalted be His
glory. The world hath not been, nor is it now, capable of man-
ifesting the stations of His loved ones. Great is the endeavor
and mighty the steed, but the field is not spacious enough. We
beseech God - and ye should likewise beseech Him - not to de-
prive His servants and to grant them a portion of the bounties
of these days. He is the Generous One Who hath created the
world for His servants. It behooveth the tongues of them that
are nigh unto Him and are sincere in their love to be engaged
day and night in His praise and glorification. This is meet for
those who have turned unto Him and have perceived the fra-
grance of His utterance and the sweetness of His remembrance,
the Mighty, the Wondrous. Praise be to God, the Lord of the
Mighty Throne.
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To: Rafi (father of Muhammad Qabl-i-Hasan), in Kha
Date: 1305-01-25 [1887-Oct-13]

He is the All-Hearing from His Most Exalted Horizon!

Praise be sanctified above mention and utterance, befitting the
Most Holy and Most Exalted Court of that Desired One Who
caused the Kawthar of eternity to flow forth from the Most
Exalted Pen, and through a drop thereof bestowed everlasting
life upon those who have turned unto Him. This drop, in
its first station and primary rank, appeared in the form of
a point, and through it He brought forth from the realm of
the unseen into the sphere of existence the knowledge of the
first and the last. And when its service found acceptance, it
became intimate with the letter Ba, and through it was raised
aloft the knowledge that there is none other God but Him, and
the banner of triumph and victory was unfurled. He is the One
with such power that neither the might of all created things
nor the force of all contingent beings can stay His will.
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Blessed are those souls who have drunk from the Salsabil of
the word “He doeth whatsoever He willeth” and have found
themselves detached from the world and all who dwell therein.
When thou hearest the shrill voice of My Most Exalted Pen
and drinkest the choice wine of revelation from the cup of the
bounty of the Lord of all beings, say:

“Glory be unto Thee, O Lord of Names and Creator of the
heavens! 1 testify to Thy oneness and Thy singleness, and to
Thy greatness and Thy power. I beseech Thee by the Lamp
of Thy Cause whereby Thou hast illumined the world, and by
Thy Most Great Name whereby Thou hast guided the nations,
to make me in all conditions one who extols Thy praise, who
stands firm in service to Thy loved ones, and who clings fast
to Thy cord. O my Lord! Thou seest my turning towards Thy
horizon and my orientation towards the lights of Thy counte-
nance. I beseech Thee not to withhold from me that which
Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones, whom neither the
swords of the enemies could prevent from turning to Thy Most
Exalted Horizon, nor the clamor of the divines from Thy men-
tion, O Thou Who art the King of earth and heaven, and Lord
of the Hereafter and of the former days.

O my Lord! Thou seest the sinner who seeketh the ocean of
Thy forgiveness and pardon. I beseech Thee by Thy generosity
which hath encompassed the world to forgive my misdeeds and
transgressions, and to ordain for me that which will keep me
steadfast in Thy Cause in such wise that neither the oppression
of the aggressors, nor the doubts of the suspicious, nor the signs
of those who have denied the Day of Judgment shall hold me
back. O my Lord! Withhold not from me what Thou hast
purposed from the heaven of Thy grace. Illumine my pillars
through Thy bounty and mercy, and my heart with the lights of
the Day-Star of Thy Manifestation. Verily, Thou art powerful
over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other God but
Thee, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.”

A letter thou didst send to this Servant hath been mentioned
before the Wronged One. The fragrance of acceptance and
faith wafted therefrom. We beseech God to manifest from
each of the loved ones of that land that which is conducive
to the guidance of humanity, and likewise to cause to flow that
which is the cause of life for the peoples of the world. This
is not difficult for God. Consider Salman and Abu Dharr, to
what station they attained after acceptance. His grace made
Tammar one of the righteous, and His justice distinguished the
virtuous from the wicked. This is the meaning of the words “He
maketh your low ones to be high ones and your high ones to
be low ones.”
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Reflect upon the disciples of Jesus, son of Mary - they were
engaged in collecting tithes and catching fish, yet through the
rays of the Sun of proof they attained to such a station that
they captured the world. For they detached themselves from
all that they possessed and turned unto that which was with
God and held fast unto it. They effaced their own will in
the Will of God and arose to serve - such service that neither
the might of the obstinate Jews nor the idol-worshippers could
deter them from the Creator of all things. We beseech God to
aid and protect all.

And yet, some of the people of the Bayan are occupied with
matters that cause division and discord. They have abandoned
the foundation and think only of finding a calf to which they
may cling, thus becoming the cause of another sedition. All
must beseech God, exalted be His glory, for that which will ex-
alt His Word and cause steadfastness in it. The Most Exalted
Pen counseleth thee to that which is the cause of preservation
and elevation, and hath enjoined and continueth to enjoin wis-
dom upon all the friends of that land, lest there appear from
them that which would disturb hearts and souls. The loved
ones of that land have ever been and are beneath His gaze.
We have mentioned him who hath ascended unto God with
a mention whose fragrance shall not fade nor its breezes be
cut off. Verily it shall endure as long as the kingdom and the
heavenly kingdom endure. To this beareth witness the Lord of
might, when He was established upon the throne with manifest
sovereignty. He who was named Muhammad-‘Ali in the Book
of Names - upon him be the glory of God and the glory of all
who are in the heavens and the earth. We have purified him
from that which beseemeth him not and have raised him to a
station whereof the pens are powerless to make mention.

We make mention of thy son who was named Muhammad-
Hasan, and We have mentioned him with that which hath been
revealed for him at this time from the rain of the mercy of his
Lord, the Forgiving, the Generous.

O Rafi’! Today the Word of God hath been and is superior to
a hundred children. Strive ye to attain unto the good-pleasure
of the Friend and to manifest that which shall be recorded
eternally in the Book of God. These are the true children, the
true delight of the eye, and the true posterity. Thus hath spo-
ken the Wronged One when sorrows encompassed Him through
what the hands of the oppressors had wrought. O people of
Baha! Grieve not over anything save that which hath befallen
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Us at the hands of the heedless. We have been patient in hard-
ship and tribulation and have commanded the people of Baha
to show forth beautiful patience.

We make mention of the mother of the child and give her the
glad-tidings of that which hath been revealed on this night.
Glory be from Us upon those who have taken the cup of im-
mortality in My Most Great Name and have drunk therefrom
despite every heedless and suspicious learned one.
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BHO01817

To: Baha’is of Mahmudi, in Kha
Date: 1305-01-25 [1887-Oct-13]

He is the One Who calls from His most exalted horizon.

This is a Book which the Wronged One hath sent down unto
those who have quaffed the cup of utterance despite the people
of the world and who have drunk in the name of their Lord, the
All-Merciful, before the faces of all religions. We testify that
they are among the people of Baha who have embarked upon
the Crimson Ark which God sent down in the Qayyumu’l-Asma
as a token of His grace - and He is verily the All-Bountiful, the
Most Generous.

Hearken unto the call from the precincts of ‘Akka, from the
Divine Lote-Tree: Verily there is none other God but Him, the
Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Blessed is the
heart that hath turned to the Intended One, and the face that
hath been illumined by the lights of the Countenance, and the
hand that hath been raised up unto God, the Lord of all worlds.
We have manifested the clear proofs and revealed that which
was hidden in God’s knowledge - the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

The first requirement is the recognition of God, and the second
is steadfastness in His Cause, the firm, the mighty. The Book
speaketh and summoneth all to the Mighty, the Beautiful. The
Most Great Announcement calleth out before the faces of the
world: “O people of the Furqan! Fear ye the All-Merciful. O
people of the Bayan! Fear ye God and deny not Him but for
Whom the Bayan would not have been revealed nor would the
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Primal Point have uttered a word from His presence.” Thus
doth the Pen of Revelation make known unto you, if ye be of
them that comprehend. The Kawthar of utterance hath flowed
from the Pen of the All-Merciful, yet most of the people are
heedless.

Cast aside vain imaginings, holding fast to the Most Great
Cord, and set aside idle fancies by the command of One Who
is All-Knowing, All-Informed. In the Persian tongue, hearken
unto the call of the Wronged One: All the friends are men-
tioned in the presence of this Prisoner, and the name of each
one hath been inscribed by the Pen of God’s Will, exalted be
His glory, in the Book. Ye must arise to serve the Cause of the
Lord of all being with complete unity, and attract the hearts
of the weak through your deeds and character, guiding them
to the shore of the Most Great Ocean.

O My loved ones! Certain souls love those things that cause
change and difference. Should anyone appear and utter a word
from which the fragrance of discord can be detected, ye must
counsel him with perfect steadfastness, with wisdom and utter-
ance, that perchance he may turn to that which God desireth
and be illumined with the light of unity and concord. O friends!
Unity is the cause of the appearance of the lights of the Most
Great Luminary throughout all regions. Say: God is our Lord
and the Lord of the mighty Throne and the exalted Seat!

Today the gems of existence are those servants who have clung
to the one true God alone and are detached from all else. Praise
be to God that ye have attained unto this Word of the King of
Words and this utterance which is the Sovereign of utterances.
In these days when the divines of the earth are witnessed to
be in manifest loss, hold ye fast unto wisdom and occupy your-
selves with the mention and praise of God and the triumph
of His Cause. In the days of the Spirit - may the spirit of all
except Him be sacrificed for His sake - souls who were occupied
with catching fish arose to render victory. This is not difficult
for God.

Give thou the glad-tidings of the tender mercies of the Blessed
Tree unto the leaves of that land. O handmaidens of God! By
the Sun of Truth, in this word lieth concealed that of which
all are unable to comprehend the significance, save whom God
willeth. Every ear that hath been honored to hear the words
“O My servant” and “O My handmaiden” hath been illumined
with the lights of the Day-Star of divine favors and hath at-
tained. Yet we beseech God to aid all to preserve this station.
He is verily the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Knowing, the
All-Seeing. Know ye your worth and hold fast unto that which
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befitteth you. The glory shining forth from the horizon of the
heaven of My bounty be upon you, O My servants and My
handmaidens, and upon those whom the ranks of the world
have not prevented from remaining steadfast in this Great An-
nouncement. Praise be to God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Zaynul-Abidin son of Ali Nur
Date: 1305-01-25 [1887-Oct-13]

O Zayn’l-Abidin! We make mention of thee that thou mayest
rejoice and be numbered amongst the thankful ones. Blessed
is thy father who attained unto the light of the Cause, who
hearkened when the Call was raised betwixt earth and heaven,
and who acknowledged that which the Tongue of Grandeur
hath uttered in Zawra and in this Most Great Prison. We
counsel thee to be trustworthy, chaste, and faithful, and to
that whereby the Word of God — thy Lord and the Lord of the
Most Exalted Throne — may be exalted.

O Zayn’l-Abidin! Know thou with absolute certitude that
goodly deeds and praiseworthy character have ever been and
shall ever be the cause of the exaltation of the Word of God.

Say: My God, my God! Have mercy upon Thy servant, for
Thou art verily the Most Merciful of the merciful. My God,
my God! Forgive Thy servant, for Thou art verily the Forgiver
of sins. My God, my God! Ordain for me that which is best
for me, for Thou art verily the Trustworthy Ordainer. My
God, my God! Aid me to serve Thee, for Thou art verily
the Succorer of the worlds. My God, my God! Thou seest
my transgressions; purify me from them, for Thou art verily
the All-Powerful. My God, my God! Expiate my misdeeds, for
Thou art verily the Bountiful, the Generous. O my Lord! Help
me to act in accordance with that which Thou hast revealed,
and enable me to fulfill that which Thou hast commanded me
to do, for Thou art verily the Ordainer, the Ancient of Days.

O God! Send down Thy blessings upon Thy Prophets and Thy
chosen ones who have circled round Thy Cause and aided Thee
with the hosts of wisdom and utterance, and with the virtues
which Thou hast enjoined upon all in Thy perspicuous Book.
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O Zayn’l-Abidin! The bellowing of the calf is raised, and
likewise the croaking of the croakers and the clamour of the
mischief-makers. Beseech God to protect His servants from
those who love discord and who set aside that which they have
been commanded concerning love and unity.

i Convey the greetings of the Wronged One to all those who

are related to thee, and give each of them the glad-tidings of
God’s favors, that joy and tranquility may take possession of
them from God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.RetryClaude
can make mistakes. Please double-check responses.
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BHO04305

To: Abul-Qasim father of Abdul-Husayn, in Kha
Date: 1305-01-25 [1887-Oct-13]

He is the Answerer in all conditions.

O Abul-Qasim! Thy letter hath come before the Wronged One
in His Most Great Prison, and He hath heard thy call in re-
membrance and praise of God. Blessed art thou for having
recognized the Ocean and its waves, and the Sun and its radi-
ance. Ask thou God to assist thee to be steadfast in His Cause
and to ordain for thee what He hath ordained for His chosen
ones who have believed in Him and His verses, and who were so
carried away by the rapture of the Divine Call that neither the
hosts of the world nor the opposition of the nations frightened
them. They turned with radiant faces and with their hearts to-
ward the Most Exalted Horizon, saying: “Praise be unto Thee,
O Lord of all beings and God of the throne on high and of
earth below, for having enabled us to turn toward Thee when
most of Thy servants and creatures turned away.” Thus hath
the Wronged One spoken out of His favor unto thee, that thou
mayest be among the thankful ones.

We have indeed found from thy letter the fragrance of thy love.
We beseech God to forgive thee and thy father and thy mother,
and to inscribe for thee with the Most Exalted Pen in the Crim-
son Tablet that which shall never cease to be remembered, as
long as the Kingdom of God, thy Lord, the Lord of the Mighty
Throne, shall endure. Say: “My God, my God! Thou seest
me turning toward Thee, clinging to Thy cord, and hoping for
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the wonders of Thy grace. I beseech Thee to ordain for me
and those with me that which will draw us near unto Thee
and benefit us in Thy days and throughout ages and centuries
to come. There is no God but Thee, the Forgiving, the Gen-
erous.” The Glory be upon thee and upon thy son who hath
been named Abdul-Husayn in the Book of Names, and upon
those whom neither the swords of the world deterred from the
Most Great Name, nor the oppression of the divines from the
Straight Path of God.
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To: Muhammad, in Kha
Date: 1305-01-25 [1887-Oct-13]

He is the All-Knowing, He is the All-Speaking

O Muhammad! Ask the idols of the earth, namely the divines
of Iran: According to your assertion, this Wronged One is false
and untruthful. What did the Seal of the Prophets, Muham-
mad, the Chosen One, do and what did He commit that made
Him the object of the people’s derision, wrath, rancor and ha-
tred? God forbid! According to the belief of the tyrants of the
land and the pharaohs among men, that Holy Being was at
fault. What fault was manifested by the Spirit (Christ)? This
is a station whereof the Pen is powerless to make mention and
the tongue fails to describe. And this is the station of the
blessed, supreme Word which hath descended from the heaven
of grace and the kingdom of utterance: “There came not unto
them any Messenger but they did mock at Him.” Glory be
to God! All that hath been mentioned they have heard and
have also acknowledged, and yet they have uttered that which
caused every seeing one to weep and every knowing one to
lament.

The spiritual youth hath made mention of thee, and from the
heaven of inner meanings this Tablet hath been revealed. Read
and say: Praise be unto Thee, O Desire of the worlds, and glory
be unto Thee, O Thou Who art mentioned in the hearts of the
Messengers! I beseech Thee by Thy most great signs and by
Thy call whereby the hearts of the Concourse on High were
attracted, to make me content with Thy good-pleasure and to
act according to what Thou hast revealed in Thy Book. Then
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ordain for me that which Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen
ones who have cast away the world and offered up their souls
in their longing to meet Thee. O my Lord! Thou seest Thy
servant clinging unto Thee and unto the cord of Thy bounty
- deprive him not of that which Thou hast sent down in Thy
Book. Verily Thou art the All-Bountiful, and verily Thou art
the All-Forgiving, and verily Thou art the All-Patient, and
verily Thou art the All-Concealing, and verily Thou art the
Most Merciful, the Compassionate.
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To: Ghulam-Husayn, in Kha
Date: 1305-01-25 [1887-Oct-13]

In the Name of the one true God!

From time immemorial hath the Ever-Exalted, the All-
Sufficient, made mention of His loved ones and continueth to
do so. Though some may not, outwardly, have been blessed
with the verses of the Supreme Pen, know thou of a certainty
that their remembrance hath been uttered from the Tongue
of Grandeur and recorded by the Most Exalted Pen in the
Crimson Tablet. The gaze of Him Who is the Goal of all
worlds is fixed upon hearts and deeds. Blessed is the heart
that is a treasury of the pearls of the love of God, and blessed
is the soul that holdeth fast and acteth according to the Book
of God.

His honor Muhammad-‘Ali, upon him be My glory and loving-
kindness, who hath ascended unto the Supreme Horizon - verily
We have made mention of him in numerous Tablets. Praise
be to God that the Concourse on High inhaled from him the
fragrance of love for the Best-Beloved of the worlds, and there
was sent down for him from the heaven of grace that which
no pen can recount. Well is it with him! Happy is he! His
kindred who have passed on have been and continue to be
beneath the gaze of His loving-kindness. Convey to them all
My greetings and give them the glad-tidings of God’s bounty.
By the life of God! There hath been ordained for them that
which no thing can equal. Verily thy Lord is the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed.
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The people of the village, upon them be My glory and loving-
kindness, must be occupied with service throughout the nights
and days, and be illumined with the lights of the Day-Star of
steadfastness. We beseech God to assist them with the hosts
of the seen and the unseen, and to aid them to champion His
Cause, the Mighty, the Wondrous. God hath forgiven thy fa-
ther and thy mother. He, verily, is the All-Bountiful, the All-
Generous. Praise be to God, the Lord of all worlds.
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To: Mirza Abdullah
Date: 1305-01-25 [1887-Oct-13]

He is the Speaker and He is the Hearer and He is the Answerer!

O ‘Abdu’llah! Hearken with thy spirit’s ear to the voice of the
Wronged One. In the earliest days We arose, with no veil or
covering, before the faces of the followers of all religions and
proclaimed the Cause of God. We opened wide the gates of ut-
terance to all the peoples of possibility. Some attained eternal
life through the living waters of utterance, while others, due to
the requital of their deeds, were debarred and deprived. The
divines of the earth and the rulers, one and all, arose in opposi-
tion and brought to pass that which caused the denizens of the
highest Paradise and the exalted Garden to weep and lament.
How numerous were the afllictions and tribulations that were
visited upon the Wronged One, most of which We concealed
lest the loved ones and chosen ones of God be saddened thereby.
And when the light of the Cause had encompassed the horizons,
the objectors of the Bayan emerged from behind the veil with
designs against the Wronged One. Such is the conduct of the
servants and the fidelity of that people.
the barking ones are spread abroad, and this was among the
tidings We mentioned in Zawra and the Land of Mystery and
this land, whereof We informed all. All must take refuge in
God, exalted be His glory, from the trials of these days and
the corruption of souls. Perchance in this land too a barking
will be raised up. We beseech God to preserve you and His
loved ones from the evil of those who love discord. We ask

Now in most lands
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of the Truth that He may assist them to unity and harmony.
Verily He is powerful over all things.

BHO04635

To: Mirza Husayn, in Kha
Date: 1305-01-25 [1887-Oct-13]

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Informed!

Justice declares: “Your letter has not yet reached the Wronged
One” And Bounty proclaims: “O Lord of the world! Send
down for him that which will gladden his heart and bring solace
to his eyes. Verily, Thou art the Hearer, the Answerer.” We
answered you before your letter arrived and made mention of
My loved ones while they were still in the loins of their fathers
and the wombs of their mothers. With Him is the knowledge
of all things in a Book that speaks openly before the faces of
the world. There is no God but Him, the Single, the One, the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

When your inner and outer vision has been blessed with be-
holding the traces, and you have been seized by the intoxica-
tion of the choice wine of your Lord’s loving-kindness, say: “O
Lord of the righteous and Master of the chosen ones! I beseech
Thee by the lights of Thy countenance and the manifestations
of Thy power to assist Thy servants in Thy remembrance and
praise. Then ordain for them from Thy Most Exalted Pen that
which will remind them of Thy days and draw them near to
Thy holy court. O my Lord! I am Thy servant and the son of
Thy servant. I have turned to Thee, hearkening to Thy most
exalted call and drawn by Thy mighty signs. I beseech Thee
by the cooing of the Dove of Thy Cause to make me content in
all conditions with what Thou hast ordained for me through
Thy decree and destiny. Then write for me that which will be
a companion to me in all the worlds of Thy worlds. Then send
down from the heaven of Thy Will upon me and upon Thy
loved ones the rains of Thy mercy and the dewdrops of Thy
grace. Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.
There is no God but Thee, the All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful.”
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To: Siavakhsh, in Yazd

Date: 1305-01-25 [1887-Oct-13]

In the name of the Lord of the World! Olgr Jisls oy 1

O friends! God declareth: Today is not the day for words.
Give ear to the call of the Incomparable Friend and accept
that which causeth mankind to become aware and bestoweth
freedom. The words of all the Messengers of God have been
uttered in the Books of the words of Him Who is the Desire of
the world. Reflect. Today the Daystar of utterance is shining
resplendently above the horizon of the heaven of testimony.
It behooveth men to purify their ears from the words of the
peoples of the world that they may discover the words of the
Divine Messengers which are evident in these words. The Faith
of God hath appeared and His handiwork is manifest.

Say: O servants! The true Guide hath come; hasten ye unto
Him. The matchless Seer hath come and made straight the
Way. It behooveth whoever hath heard this call to declare
with his inner tongue: “O Lord! Thy call hath revived and
given life to the world. My face is turned towards Thee, and
my soul yearneth to behold Thee.”

Thy letter was received. The light of affection was shining
therefrom, and the fragrance of love was diffused from its con-
tents. Arise to serve the Cause of the glorious Lord and deliver
the glad-tidings to His servants of the dawning of the light and
the advent of the Speaker on Sinai. Haply through thy guid-
ance they will discover the Path of God and attain that which
they desire at all times from the ocean of God’s bounty.

Say: O high priests! The Possessor of the world is come. His
Way is unlike other ways, and His words are unlike other words.
Hearken ye unto them and come towards Him. This is the Day
of Victory, and no one hath ever witnessed or will again witness
its like. These are the words of God.
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To: ama’ Allah fi kha’, in Kha

Date: 1305-01-25 [1887-Oct-13]

In the Name of the one true God! & aslis ol

This Wronged One has determined to make mention of the
handmaidens of God, exalted be His glory, so that the divine
mention may attract the handmaidens of that land to the high-
est horizon, that all may take, with hands of certitude, the
choice wine of utterance from the hand of the bounty of the
Best-Beloved of the worlds and drink it in His Name. Ye are
accounted before God as leaves of the Divine Lote-Tree and
are related unto Him. Night and day, implore the preserva-
tion of this most exalted station. The whole world awaited
this blessed Day and at all times beseeched God for the attain-
ment of His presence. However, when the horizon of the world
was illumined with the Sun of Revelation and the rustling of
the Divine Lote-Tree was raised, all were found deprived and
prevented save a few.

Give thanks unto the Goal of the world that He assisted you
and guided you to the Straight Path and His Great Announce-
Know ye the value of this most exalted station and
occupy yourselves with His mention and praise. The world
was and is ephemeral - soon shall decline lay hold of it. What
endureth and lasteth is the mention of God, exalted be His
glory. Praise be to God that ye have attained thereunto, and
in the Most Great Prison mention hath been made of you with
a mention whose remembrance shall never be erased from the
world. He is the Bestower, the Kind. There is none other God
but He, the Mighty, the One, the Glorious, the Help in Peril.
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To: Fatimih Sultan Bagum et al.

Date: 1305-01-25 [1887-Oct-13]

In the name of the Goal of all the worlds! Ol 5 pake ply |

O my leaf, upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness!
Praise be to God, thou hast attained unto that for which ex-
istence itself came into being. The creation of the world was
adorned with the ornament of being from nothingness for the
knowledge of God, glorified be His majesty. But when the Sun
of Manifestation shone forth from the horizon of divine will,
all turned away and arose in opposition. That household, how-
ever, was illumined with the light of recognition - they heard
the call and turned towards it, and in the path of the peerless
Friend there occurred that which caused all things to wail and
lament.

His honor Sad, upon him be the glory of God, the Lord of cre-
ation, arrived and witnessed and heard. For a time he dwelt
beneath the pavilions of grandeur and reposed in the shade of
the blessed Tree, and afterwards when the Luminary of per-
mission rose from the horizon of will, he turned towards that
direction. After his journey to the Sacred House of God, we
beseech God to assist him in all conditions. Verily He hath
power over all things. Know ye his worth and recognize his
station. Verily thy Lord, the All-Merciful, is the All-Knowing
Counselor. Glory be upon thee and upon thy son Ahmad who
hath attained the trace of My Pen, and upon thy other son,
and upon thy daughter who turned towards and believed in
God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Husayn Jamal, in Kha

Date: 1305-01-25 [1887-Oct-13]

In the Name of the One God & aslis ol

O Husayn! Your letter was received and testified to your de-
votion and acceptance. Praise be to the Goal of all the worlds
that while the people of learning - meaning the divines of Iran
- and the possessors of wealth and the holders of authority are
deprived of the Most Great Ocean and barred from the straight
divine path, you have attained. He made no mention of the
owners of treasures and riches and cities and regions and ranks
and thousands, but made mention of the owner of a camel. All
matters depend upon and are suspended by the utterance of
the All-Merciful. He bestowed such honor and favor upon the
she-camel of Salih that mention of it has flowed and been re-
vealed from the Most Exalted Pen in most of the Books, and
likewise the servants upon the pulpits speak in its praise and
glorification.

Praise the Goal of the world Who caused you to attain that
which was recorded and inscribed in the divine scrolls and
books. Turn your face toward God, then act according to
what you were commanded in His Book. Hold fast to the Book
and act according to its ordinances. This is the Most Exalted
Word that hath appeared from the treasury of the Most Ex-
alted Pen. If you act according to what was mentioned, the
mercy and blessing will descend from the heaven of the favor
of the Lord of Lords. He is the Generous, He is the Merciful,
and He is the Bestower, the Kind.
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To: Ghulam Ali Husband of Andalib’s Sister

Date: 1305-01-25 [1887-Oct-13]

He is the Hearer, the Answerer! ey ct:.J\ »

O concourse of loved ones! Hasten to that which pleaseth God.
Verily He commandeth you to that which shall be as a lamp
unto you in the darkness of the earth and shall guide you to
the straight path of God.

Every edifice hath been shaken at the mention of this Most
Great Announcement, and the pillars of the world have trem-
bled when the All-Merciful came with a manifest command.
We have heard thy mention, wherefore We have mentioned
thee and caused thee to hear that which was the hope of them
that are nigh unto God.

Hearken unto the call from beyond the ocean of grandeur, from
the Crimson Tree upon the luminous spot. Verily there is none
other God but Him, the Single, the All-Informed. Take hold of
the Book of God with such power that the doubts of them that
doubt will not hold thee back. Arise to make mention of Me
like a standard upon the standard of My utterance. Thus doth
command thee He at Whose appearance the princes lamented
and the learned were confounded and every knower was thun-
derstruck.

5 When the wine of My utterance hath taken possession of thee,
say: Praise be unto Thee for having mentioned me and taught
me and made me to know and guided me when the people
were in manifest error. I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy
countenance and the pearls hidden in the treasuries of Thy Pen,
and by the power of Thy Word and the manifestations of Thy
sovereignty, that Thou make me steadfast in Thy Cause and
firm in Thy love. Verily Thou art powerful over whatsoever
Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Mirza Ahmad
Date: 1305-01-25 [1887-Oct-13]

He is the Speaker in the Kingdom of Utterance

O Ahmad! Hearken unto My call. Verily it draweth thee unto
the Kingdom of My nearness and the Realm of My presence,
and remindeth thee of My verses, and beareth unto thee the
glad-tidings of God’s mercy - thy Lord and the Lord of thy
forefathers. Verily His grace hath preceded all created things
- a bounty from thy Lord, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.
The Book hath testified before thy Lord, the Bestower, at the
final return, yet the people are in manifest loss. They heard His
verses and denied them. Lo! They are veiled in the darkness
of vain imaginings. Soon shall they behold themselves in the
fire.

When thou hast attained unto the traces of My Most Exalted
Pen and art attracted by the breezes of revelation, turn thy
face toward the House and say:

My God, my God! Thy call hath drawn me near, and Thy
grace hath confirmed me, and the light of Thy manifestation
hath guided me to Thy straight path and Thy mighty an-
I beseech Thee by the cry of the sincere ones
in the wilderness of separation and remoteness, and by the
yearning of them that are nigh unto Thee in all regions, and
by the Word which Thou hast made a light unto Thy loved
ones and a fire unto Thine enemies, and by the Kawthar of
Thy utterance which hath flowed from Thy Most Exalted Pen
- to make me steadfast in Thy Cause and firm in Thy love, in
such wise that the clamor of the heedless may not prevent me,
nor the vain imaginings of the aggressive ones, nor the oppres-
sion of the tyrannical ones. Then ordain for me, O my God,
that which will draw me nigh unto Thee and profit me and pre-
serve me in all Thy worlds. Verily Thou art the All-Powerful,
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

nouncement.
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BHO05712

To: Wife of Mirza Abdullah
Date: 1305-01-25 [1887-Oct-13]

In the Name of Him Who knoweth. 5y bls rLg I

The Self-Sufficing Mystery speaketh: O My handmaid, and e 58 X33 5 o0 xS ) lbo,ae Slay 2
thou daughter of My handmaid, hearken unto My call. il 5 aple Cay 5l b adl o | ﬂ\‘\;
Praise be to God that through His preceding mercy, His Al CJL,T«.BJJM Oy ddaz Ol y dlaice
all—encompassmg grac.e,' and His all—perv:admg favors, thou N lie 4 6:5 6 dl-:) pab él"" ,
hast attained recognition of the Dawning-Place of God’s - o . -
verses and the Dayspring of divine revelation. How many d\"{s 3 Saile S S5 ke ) 5 e
among the learned remained deprived of this supreme gift, u‘-’@.‘ &Lﬂﬁ“"?‘.’"\){u‘:fw St
while thou hast attained unto it! The company of the divines 2> W oSl o ()5 55 )5 J"C
at this time are not mentioned in the Most Holy Court, while S5l S i om0 Bl
thou art mentioned. Now consider what service thou hast

rendered in return for this bounty. Say:

O my God, my Adored One, my King, King of Kings! T be- (JL..» 53 K e Kl 1spme WK 3
§eech Thee to ai.d me and grant me success, that I may act gl 4%1 b oS e i s Sl s .L;L’
in accordance with what befits Thy days and engage in that TR 6. i
which is worthy of Thy generosity and bounty. O Generous (7 2~ "}‘ i ==
One! Guide the heedless to the ocean of awareness, illumine o, T =) L odele f-j &! (uf J i
Thy handmaidens with the light of Thy Name, and assist them  Jl&L o b)wé oy sl by celes” ,WLé
to perform pure and holy deeds and to acquire praiseworthy < s &% 4w » M) 5 o 8lb o b
character. Unto Thee be praise and glory, unto Thee be grace — s¢ o) +laall o Jadl e 5 A
and bounty. Thou hast guided this evanescent ant to the pavil- :}L 335 635k oy b e 35l 1y 4l
ion of Thy knowledge and given her shelter beneath the shade bls N TIPR e ' L
. 3 Ulg s edax 35 31 Gyl Duds <L,
of the tabernacle of Thy majesty. Thou art the Bestower, the Ly 5 Uls

Mighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Seeing.
INBA65:044x, INBA30:092ax, INBA81:007b,
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BHO06025

To: Fatimih Bagum
Date: 1305-01-25 [1887-Oct-13]

He is the One Who speaks in the Kingdom of Utterance!

My God, my God! Thou seest one of Thy handmaidens and a
leaf among Thy leaves who hath aimed at the Ultimate Goal,
the Most Exalted Horizon, and the Supreme Summit. I be-
seech Thee by Thy Most Great Signs and by the power of Thy
Command, O Lord of all beings, to ordain for this handmaiden
of Thine what Thou hast ordained for Thy handmaidens who
have turned unto Thee, hearkened to Thy call, and circled
round Thy throne by night and by day.

3 O Lord! Thou seest me turning toward Thee, awaiting the
wonders of Thy bounty and generosity. I beseech Thee not to
disappoint me from the rain of Thy mercy in Thy days and the
waves of the ocean of Thy bounty and bestowal. Verily, Thou
art the Almighty Whom the hosts of the world cannot frustrate,
nor can the clamor of the nations prevent Thee. Thou doest
through Thy power whatsoever Thou willest. There is no God
but Thee, the Almighty, the Powerful.

O my God! Send Thy blessings upon Thy loved ones who have
not broken Thy Covenant and Testament, and whom the Man-
ifestations of Thy power and the Daysprings of Thy might have
not prevented. There is no God but Thee, the All-Possessing,
the Mighty, the Great.

We make mention of thy son and daughter and give them the
glad tidings of God’s loving-kindness, the Lord of all worlds.
Blessed are they and joy be unto them for having attained
unto the traces of the Pen of their Lord, the All-Merciful, the
Bountiful.
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BHO06065

To: Muhammad-Ali
Date: 1305-01-25 [1887-Oct-13]

He is the One Who gazeth from His most exalted horizon.

We have mentioned thee before, and at this hour when sorrows
have encompassed Us from every side through that which the
hands of the wicked have wrought, hearken unto the Call from
the Divine Lote-Tree: Verily, there is none other God but Him,
the Mighty, the All-Bountiful. He hath appeared and revealed
that which draweth the servants nigh unto the most exalted
horizon and guideth them to the straight path. Blessed art
thou for having attained unto the verses of My Pen and held
fast unto the cord of My love and turned toward My direction
while the people were in a strange slumber. Their vain desires
have withheld them from Him Who created them. Thus hath
the Wronged One spoken in this Prison wherein the Herald
proclaimeth: The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the Lord of
Lords. We counsel thee and My loved ones there to observe
that wisdom whose decree hath been sent down in the Scrip-
tures and Tablets. Blessed art thou for having cast away that
which was with the divines and taken what came unto thee
from God, the Lord of creation. We beseech God to assist
thee to preserve this most exalted station and draw thee nigh
unto Him at all times. The Glory shining from the horizon of
the heaven of My utterance be upon thee and upon those who
have turned to the Source of the Cause when it appeared with
power and sovereignty.
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BHO06796

To: Ahmad
Date: 1305-01-25 [1887-Oct-13]

He is the Hearing and the Answering

O Ahmad, upon thee be My glory! O Ahmad! When thou
hast received My Tablet and been blessed with the Kawthar of
My utterance, say: My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for
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having guided me when mankind was in manifest error, and for
having caused me to turn toward Thee when the people were in
grievous rejection, and for having enabled me to acknowledge
the oneness of Thy Being when humanity was in severe denial.
I beseech Thee, O Lord of the worlds, by Thy Most Great Name
through which Thou hast opened the gates of bounty unto all
nations, to make me in all conditions steadfast in Thy Cause,
firm in Thy love, and immovable in Thy mighty Message and
ancient Decree.

3 Thou seest me, O my God, gazing toward the horizon of the
heaven of Thy grace and clinging to the hem of the robe of
Thy generosity. I beseech Thee, O Possessor of existence, Who
speaketh from Thy glorious station, Who prevaileth over both
the unseen and the visible, to ordain for me that which Thou
hast ordained for Thy chosen ones and trusted ones, and to
decree for me the good of this world and the world to come.
Verily Thou art the Powerful over all things through Thy word
“Be” and it is. Praise be to God, the Lord of what was and
what shall be.
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BHO06808

To: Aga Bigum Khanum
Date: 1305-01-25 [1887-Oct-13]

He is the Hearer, the Answerer!

O My handmaid! We have heard thy call and from the prison
We have turned toward thee. How many are the princes of
the earth who today are deprived of the rustling of the Divine
Lote-Tree and the shrill voice of the Most Exalted Pen, while
thou hast attained and hast turned toward the Dawning-Place
of verses, the Dayspring of clear proofs, and the Source of com-
mandments and ordinances. Let not this most exalted station
and most glorious rank slip from thy grasp. In all conditions,
with the utmost lowliness and fervor, beseech the Self-Sufficient
Lord to preserve this station for thee, for the atheists lie in
ambush and have been and are lying in wait, and the barking
ones are vigilant at their posts. Blessed is the soul whom the
whisperings of the deniers have not deprived of the manifest
Truth.
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Say: Praise be to Thee, O my God, for having enabled me to
turn toward Thee when most of Thy creatures turned away
from Thee. O my Lord! Thou seest me turning toward Thee
and clinging to Thy cord. Ordain for me that which befitteth
the heaven of Thy bounty and the ocean of Thy bestowal. Ver-
ily Thou art the Compassionate, the Generous. There is no
God but Thee, the Forgiving, the Merciful.
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BHO07341

To: daughter of Beloved of Martyrs, in Isfahan
Date: 1305-01-25 [1887-Oct-13]

He is the All-Eloquent, He is the All-Knowing.

O My maidservant and My leaf!l We beseech the One True
God to confirm thee and to record through the Most Exalted
Pen the reward of attaining His presence. His loving-kindness
hath encompassed thee and His mercy hath preceded thee. His
Honor Sad, upon him be My glory and loving-kindness, hath
repeatedly been present before the Most Great Scene. His
heart is a treasury of the love of God. Verily, We love him
who loveth Him. That honored lady and the others should
gladden him through manifestations of love and affection. We
beseech God to confirm him in preserving that which He hath
bestowed. He is the Powerful, the Mighty.

Thou hast ever been and art remembered. Strive, that thou
mayest succeed in performing such deeds as will cause their fra-
grance to endure throughout the kingdom of earth and heaven.
Give thanks unto thy Lord and say: Praise be unto Thee for
having mentioned me through the tongue of Him Who is the
Dawning-Place of Thy Revelation and the Dayspring of Thy
verses. I beseech Thee to make me steadfast in Thy love and
Thy Cause. Verily Thou art the Almighty Whose power hath
encompassed all who are in the heavens and on earth.
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BHO07053

To: Ghulam ’Ali Khan
Date: 1305-01-25 [1887-Oct-13]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the All-Wise, the All-Speaking

The Wronged One makes mention of him who has turned to
God, the All-Possessing, the Self-Subsisting. Your name was
presented before the Divine Presence, and the Revealer of
Verses has remembered you in a Tablet from whose horizon
shines forth the radiant light of your Lord’s loving-kindness,
the Lord of all existence. Take hold of the Book of God with
the power that comes from Him, then act according to that
which has been sent down therein from the Pen of God, the
Lord of what was and what shall be. Beware lest the affairs of
the world sadden you, or the might of the oppressors prevent
you from drawing nigh unto the Praiseworthy Station. When
you attain unto the Tablet and hear the call of the Wronged
One, say:

My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having guided me
unto Thy path, and made known to me Thy Most Exalted
Horizon, and caused me to hear Thy sweetest call. I beseech
Thee, O my Lord, by Thy Most Great Signs and by the lights
of Thy countenance, O Thou Lord of all mankind, to make me
detached from all else save Thee, to hold fast to Thy cord, and
to cling to the hem of Thy grace. Then write down for me, O
Thou God of Names and Creator of heaven, with Thy Most
Exalted Pen that which will profit me in all the worlds of Thy
worlds. Thou, verily, art the Almighty, the All-Glorious, the
All-Bountiful.
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BHO07848

To: Aliullah Dad, in Kha
Date: 1305-01-25 [1887-Oct-13]

He is the All-Knowing, He is the All-Seeing

The Ancient King, in the Most Great Prison, makes mention
of His loved ones and counsels them as befits them. Blessed
are they whom self and passion have not withheld from the
Most Exalted Horizon and who have not been deprived of the
choice wine of the Merciful’s utterance. O friends! The Truth
is manifest, the Book is revealed, the evidences are visible, the
path is clear, the proof is evident, and the Wronged One stands
before all faces. We beseech God to assist His friends to act in
accordance with that which hath been revealed and sent down
from the Supreme Pen in the Book. Thy mention hath been
made, and We have shown Our favor through these verses that
the sweet-scenting breezes of God’s remembrance may assist
thee and grant thee success in such deeds and actions as will
cause the exaltation of the Word of God. We convey Our
greetings to the friends in that land and give them the glad-
tidings of the favors of God, exalted be His glory.
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BHO07581

To: Mirza Abul-Qasim, in Kha
Date: 1305-01-25 [1887-Oct-13]

He overshadoweth the Kingdom of earth and heaven

> Exalted be the Lord of the Realm of Might Who hath come
from the horizon of power with a clear command and hath
summoned both kings and subjects unto God, the Lord of the
worlds. Among the people are those who heard and turned
away, and those who turned towards the One, the All-Informed,
and those who were so seized by the Kawthar of the utterance
of the All-Merciful that they cast the world behind them, turn-
ing unto God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Thy name was
mentioned in the presence of the Wronged One, and We have
remembered thee with this wondrous remembrance.
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Say: O concourse of the earth! By God, the Most Great News
hath appeared and the Books of God, the Lord of the Day
of Judgment, have been sent down. Fear ye God and follow
not your desires. Follow Him Who hath come to you from
the horizon of power that He may draw you nigh unto the
Dayspring of God’s Revelation, the Lord of the visible and the
invisible, the Lord of the Mighty Throne.

Thus have We sent down the verses and expounded them by
Our command, and sent them unto thee that thou mayest give
thanks unto thy Lord, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.
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BHO07904

To: Khavar (servant of Mahbubu’sh-Shuhada)
Date: 1305-01-25 [1887-Oct-13]

He speaks from His most exalted horizon:

O My handmaid! In the days when the divines of the earth and
the princes of the lands have risen up to harm this Wronged
One, and when the people of the Furqan and some of the people
of the Bayan have blocked the paths that lead to God, and
through deception and guile have deprived the people from
the shore of the divine ocean of knowledge, thou hast attained
and turned thy face to the most exalted horizon and heard the
call of the Lord of nations in the Most Great Prison. This is a
great bounty. Say:

Praise be unto Thee, O God of Names and Creator of heaven,
for having strengthened me, and caused me to know Thee and
to behold Thee, and made me hear Thy most sweet call which
was raised from the prison of ‘Akka. I beseech Thee by the
Word through which Thou didst create all things, to strengthen
me in steadfastness in Thy love in such wise that nothing what-
soever shall prevent me. There is no God but Thee, the Mighty,
the Dominant, the Powerful.
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To: Shirin (servant of Sultanush-Shuhada etc.)

Date: 1305-01-25 [1887-Oct-13]

He is the Hearer, the Answerer! ey ct:.J\ 9

O my leaf! When the rapture of My call takes hold of thee,
say: My God, my God! Thou seest one of Thy handmaidens
turning toward the horizon of Thy prison and clinging to the
cord of Thy bounty. I beseech Thee by the letters of Thy Book
and by the Ha through which Thou didst manifest the station
of pure Identity, to make me patient in the occasions of Thy
decree and steadfast when the tempestuous winds blow. Verily
Thou art the Creator of names and attributes. There is no God
but Thee, the Mighty, the Powerful.

O my Lord! Thou seest me turning toward Thee, detached
from all else but Thee, and beseeching the ocean of Thy bounty
and the sun of Thy giving. I beseech Thee by the lights of
Thy throne and the manifestations of Thy grandeur, and by
the Tablet which none hath known save Thee, to make me
in all conditions holding fast to the hem of Thy generosity,
and speaking amongst Thy handmaidens in Thy remembrance
and praise. Verily Thou art powerful over what Thou willest.
There is no God but Thee, the Strong, the Mighty.
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To: Mirza Ali Akbar
Date: 1305-01-25 [1887-Oct-13]

He is the Hearer and the Answerer

O ‘Ali-Akbar! This Wronged One hath made mention of thee
at the Most Great Horizon, and continueth to do so. We be-
seech God to aid thee to assist His Cause. When thou dost
inhale the fragrance of My utterance, say: My God, my God!
Praise be to Thee for having guided me and made me aware. I
beseech Thee by the Kawthar of Thy utterance and the waves
of the ocean of Thy bounty to assist me in all conditions to
celebrate Thy praise and glorification and to serve Thy Cause.
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Thou art He Who, O my God, hath caused me to attain in Thy
days, to turn toward Thy horizon, and to voice Thy praise. I
beseech Thee to ordain for me all the good Thou hast sent down
in Thy Manifest Book and Thy Mighty Tablet. O Lord! Thou
seest me clinging to Thee and to Thy Cause, taking refuge with
Thy presence, and holding fast to the hem of Thy garment. De-
prive me not of that which Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen
ones and Thy trusted ones. Verily Thou art the Almighty, the
All-Powerful, and worthy to answer prayer.
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To: Bagir, in Kha
Date: 1305-01-25 [1887-Oct-13]

He is God, exalted be His station in bounty and grace.

We make mention of him who hath made mention of Us, and
We give glad tidings unto them that have believed in God, the
Lord of the worlds. That which was hidden from all eyes hath
been revealed, and that which was treasured in God’s knowl-
edge, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise, hath appeared. He who
hath attained unto My call and acted according to what was
commanded in My Book, verily he is of the inmates of the
pavilion of My glory. Upon him be the Glory of God, the
Almighty, the All-Powerful. Say: My God, my God! Thou
seest Thy servant clinging to Thy presence, seeking from the
wonders of Thy grace that which will draw him nigh unto Thee,
honor him with Thy presence, and adorn him with the orna-
ment of Thy loving-kindness. I beseech Thee by the pearls of
the ocean of Thy oneness and the movement of Thy Pen to
ordain for him that which shall profit him. Verily, Thou art
the Powerful over what Thou willest. There is none other God
but Thee, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.
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To: Mirza Muhammad

Date: 1305-01-25 [1887-Oct-13]

In My Name, the Wronged One, the Stranger o A p\lﬂ\ P

We have spent all that exists in the path of God, and without
any veil or covering We have called out before the faces of
the world, inviting all to the highest horizon. Most of the
people of the world arose in opposition. The divines of Iran
issued a decree for the shedding of the blood of the Wronged
One, and when the light of the Cause shone forth from every
direction, the people of the Bayan arose in opposition. We
beseech God to grant justice and not deprive His servants. He
is the Bestower, the Merciful. We heard your call and have
made mention of you. God willing, may you be blessed with
divine favors and adorned with the greatest steadfastness.
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Date: 1305-01 [1887-Sep]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Praise be sanctified above the mention of all created things
unto the Manifestation of evident signs, Who befitteth and
deserveth it, Who hath conquered contingent being through
utterance. In the realm of lovers He is the Manifestation of
Beauty, and in the world of perfection the Dawning-Place of
the knowledge of the Self-Sufficient, the Most High. He hath
bestowed the water of life upon the thirsty and granted eternal
life unto the dead. The denial of the divines hindered Him not,
nor did the turning away of princes hold back His purpose. He
hath rolled up the carpet of idle fancies and locked fast the
world of vain imaginings. With utmost expansion He spread
out a new carpet and summoned the drinkers of the Kawthar
of certitude, bestowing upon each from His hand the chalice
of immortality. Whosoever attained thereunto beheld himself
detached from the world and all who dwell therein.
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At this station the effulgences of the lights of the Most Ex-
alted Word “Verily He doeth what He willeth” shine forth and
entirely take possession of the world of being. This power is
not diminished by the ranks of hatred, nor are the hosts of
names an obstacle thereunto. By the cord of grace He drew
those who were detached from the gulf of names unto the ocean
of inner meanings. How lofty is the station of that being who
hath attained unto this bounty, and how great the rank of that
soul who hath won this most pure sustenance and this most
great favor! Such a one beholdeth the people of the world as
non-existent and seeth naught but the Truth. The croaking
of the croakers hath not nor ever shall have any access to this
arena. The tyrants and pharaohs - that is to say, the divines
and doctors of the earth - are not mentioned at this station.
He beholdeth the Peerless Friend Who hath come from the
horizon of power bearing the banner “Verily He is God.” And
whosoever hath found the fragrance of the Word of God hath
attained unto true wealth and been adorned with the supreme
ornament. Blessed are they who know, blessed are they who
drink, and blessed are they who are detached!

Glory be unto Thee, O God of all beings and Educator of all
things possible! I beseech Thee by Thy greatest signs and the
breezes of Thy Revelation, O Lord of all mankind, and by Thy
power which hath conquered all things, and by Thy will which
hath subdued all names, to assist Thy loved ones to make
mention of Thee and to praise Thee and to serve Thy Cause.
Then aid them in that whereby Thy Being may be sanctified
and Thy Reality glorified. O Lord! Thou seest him who hath
turned unto Thee in numbered years and hath arisen to serve
Thy Cause among Thy servants and Thy creatures, and hath
testified to Thy oneness and singleness and to that which hath
flowed from the Pen of Thy Command and been uttered by
the Tongue of Thy grandeur. Assist him, O my God, with
the hosts of wisdom and utterance that he may subdue hearts
through Thy Name and open the doors of souls with the key
of Thy remembrance. I beseech Thee, O Lord of the world and
King of eternity, by Thy Most Great Prison, to strengthen him
with the legions of power and might, then inscribe for him by
Thy Most Exalted Pen that whose fragrance shall never cease
to endure throughout the eternity of Thy names and attributes.
Verily Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest. There
is none other God but Thee, the Forgiving, the Bountiful.

Send down Thy blessings, O my God, upon Thy loved ones and
chosen ones who broke not Thy Covenant and Thy Testament,
and who spoke among Thy servants that which draweth them
nigh unto Thee and guideth them unto Thy path, and who
heard in Thy path the taunts of Thine enemies, and who were
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visited in their love for Thee by that which caused the dwellers
of the pavilion of Thy protection to lament. There is none
other God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

i I render praise that thy precious letter was received - both the

previous and subsequent ones - each attesting to that spiritual
friend’s acceptance, orientation and steadfastness in the Cause
of the Desired One of the world. After reading and becoming
apprised thereof, on this occasion it was taken to the Most
Exalted Presence and the Supreme Height, presented before
His countenance and achieved the honor of His hearing. These
are His blessed and exalted words:

In My Name, the Wronged One, the Stranger

This is a mention from Us to him who heard the Call when
it was raised between earth and heaven, who turned his face
and advanced with his heart toward the Supreme Horizon -
the Station wherein the Lote Tree of the Uttermost Bound-
ary called out from the pole of the Most Exalted Paradise:
“The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the Lord of Lords!” - that
the remembrance and praise might once again draw him to
the Most Exalted Paradise, this Station whereon the Ancient
Beauty and the Most Great Announcement was established
upon the Throne with power and sovereignty. We have named
this Station at times the Most Great Prison, at others the
Most Exalted Paradise, and yet again the Supreme Paradise
and the Heaven of heavens. Verily thy Lord doeth what He
willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth. He is the Almighty,
the Unconstrained.

We have mentioned thee time and again and have revealed for
thee that which hath made the skin of the idolators to quiver
and hath delighted the eyes. Nothing whatsoever escapeth His
knowledge. He hath come from the horizon of might with the
banners of signs. He stood before the faces of princes and
divines, speaking that which caused all in the heavens and
earth to swoon, save those whom God preserved through a
power from Him and guided to the straight path. Each day
there hath befallen Us that which hath caused the Tablet to
lament and the Pens to cry out. We desired for them life, while
they desired to shed the blood of the Wronged One without
proof or scripture.

Say: O concourse of the earth! By God, the horizons of the
world have been illumined by the lights of the Manifestation.
Draw nigh with radiant hearts and follow not every doubt-
ful idolator. This is the Cause foretold in God’s Books of old.
Read what the All-Merciful hath revealed in the Qur’an and in
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the Scrolls, Psalms and Tablets. By the life of God! No Man-
ifestation hath appeared except that He took My Covenant
before His own, and no Book hath been revealed except that
the fragrance of My mention and praise wafted therefrom. The
Mother Book in the Final Return beareth witness to this.

Say: O people of the Bayan! Fear the All-Merciful, then judge
with fairness concerning this Cause, at Whose appearance the
verses bowed down in submission. Fear God, O people, and
deny not Him through Whom the Trump was blown, the Bridge
was set up, the heaven was cleft asunder and the mountains
were moved. Say: Where were ye when they bound Me with
chains and fettered Me with that which caused hearts to melt?

Remember My loved ones on My behalf, remind them of My
verses, illumine them with the lights of My utterance, and give
them the glad tidings of the heaven of My grace and mercy
which hath preceded all who are in earth and heaven. Say:
O friends of God in all lands! Take heed lest the clamor of
the nations frighten you or the might of the wicked hinder
you. Arise to aid the Cause through wisdom and utterance.
Thus have ye been commanded in the Books of God, the Lord
of Lords. Hasten to what pleaseth God - this is better for
you. He Who speaketh in every condition beareth witness to
this: There is none other God but Him, the Mighty, the All-
Bestowing.

O Husayn! Hearken unto the call of Him Who is wronged.
He hath remembered thee time and again, and hath given
thee to drink from the Kawthar of divine knowledge through
the hands of grace and bounty, and hath taught thee that
which the servants were prevented from knowing. Blessed is
he whom the might of those who disbelieved in God and broke
the Covenant on the Day of Meeting could not weaken, and
blessed is he whom the power of the servants could not hold
back from standing, and blessed is he whom the clamor of the
foolhardy could not silence from speaking. Thus hath the Pen
of God revealed the pearls of wisdom and utterance, and thus
hath the Most Great Ocean revealed that which was concealed
within it, from God, the Cleaver of Dawn.

When thou art inebriated with the wine of My utterance and
the waves of the ocean of My knowledge, say: My God, my
God! Thou seest me advancing toward the Dawning-Place of
Thy signs and the Dayspring of Thy clear tokens, and turning
my face to the lights of Thy countenance on a day whereon
most of Thy servants and creatures have turned away from
Thee. I am he, O my God, whom Thy most sweet call and the
sound of Thy Most Exalted Pen have attracted, in such wise
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that neither the happenings of the world nor the doubts of
the nations have hindered me. I have laid hold on Thy strong
cord and Thy mighty announcement wherewith Thou didst
give glad tidings in Thy Books and through Thy Messengers.

By Thy glory, O Thou the Goal of the hearts of the mystics
and the Beloved of the souls of them that are nigh unto Thee!
The waves of the ocean of my hope can be stilled only by
the light of meeting Thee, and the sorrow of my heart can be
dispelled only by standing before Thy face. My God, my God!
Thou hearest the cry of the lovers in their separation from
Thee, and beholdest the yearning of them that long for Thee
in their remoteness from Thy presence. I beseech Thee by Thy
command whereby Thou hast subdued both the unseen and the
visible, that Thou ordain for me that which Thou hast ordained
for Thy chosen ones who have, by Thy leave, attained unto the
stations of nearness and reunion and meeting, until they stood
before a door which opened upon all who are in earth and
heaven. Strengthen me to remember Thee and to praise Thee
and to serve Thy Cause and to stand before Thy face and to
enter a station round which circle the Highest Paradise and
the denizens of the all-highest heaven.

Alas, alas! T know not what Thou hast ordained for me by
Thy binding command and Thy firm decree. By Thy glory!
Because of this my liver hath melted, my limbs have trembled,
and my whole being hath been shaken. Alas, alas! Should the
decree of destiny prevent me from attaining unto Thy presence,
O Lord of all being, I beseech Thee by the pearls of the ocean
of Thy oneness and the lights of the sun of Thy grace and the
mysteries that lay hidden in the treasuries of Thy Books and
Thy Scriptures and Thy Tablets, that Thou write down for me,

with the Pen of Thy bounty, the recompense of meeting Thee.

O Thou at Whose finger’s motion Thy earth and Thy heaven
are set in motion! I beseech Thee to ordain for me that which
will draw me nigh unto Thee in every world of Thy worlds,
and to provide me with the good of the hereafter and of this
present life. Verily Thou art the Lord of all names and the
Creator of the heavens.

7 O Lord! O Lord! O Lord! O Lord! O Lord! O Lord! O Lord!

O Lord! O Lord! Dispel the grief of Thy loved ones and Thy
chosen ones, and remove their anguish through Thy power and
might, and illumine their hearts with the lights of the Day-Star
of Thy oneness. Then send down upon them, from the heaven
of Thy bounty, the rain of Thy mercy. Thou art indeed the
Almighty, unto Whose power all created things have testified,
and all things possible have witnessed to Thy strength and Thy
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conquest. There is none other God but Thee, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

We have desired to change from the most eloquent tongue
to the luminous tongue, that God’s favor to thee, the Self-
Subsisting, the All-Compelling, may be completed, and His
grace may be manifested once again, that thou mayest give
thanks to Him by night and by day, at eventide and at dawn.

Today it is incumbent upon all to arise for the promotion of the
Cause of God and engage in such deeds as lead to the exaltation
of His Word. Today the river of divine mercy is flowing and the
ocean of utterance of the All-Merciful is surging; the Balance
is set up and the Path made clear; the proof is revealed. Yet
the people of the world are seen to be veiled. Each day the
cry of the Calf is raised. Beseech ye God that He may guide
the people of the Bayan and protect them from whatsoever
causeth division, that all may hold fast unto unity and concord.
Unity hath ever been and will continue to be the cause of the
exaltation of the Word.

Praise be to God that whatsoever leadeth to strife, conflict
and corruption hath been strictly forbidden in the Books and
Tablets. The triumph of God’s Cause hath been and will ever
be achieved through the hosts of goodly deeds and praisewor-
thy character. From the beginning of days this exalted Word
hath shone forth from the treasury of the Most Exalted Pen:
blessed is he who hath attained unto that which beseemeth the
Day of God.

Your honor should inform and give glad-tidings to the loved
ones in that land and its surroundings of that which hath
dawned forth from the Dayspring of the knowledge of God, ex-
alted be His glory. Awaken those who slumber and make mind-
ful those who are heedless, that perchance they may become
aware of that for which they were created and act as beseemeth
them. We beseech God that all may drink from the Kawthar
of steadfastness in such wise that no thing among all things, no
matter among all matters, and no tale among the tales of the
ancients and the moderns may withhold them from the Lord
of the Day of Judgment. Say: Know ye the value of these days.
Today He Who conversed on Sinai is seated upon the throne of
Manifestation and speaketh forth. Whosoever drinketh from
the Kawthar hidden within the blessed words “He doeth what-
soever He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth” shall find
himself established upon the throne of certitude. This blessed
Word shall guide the seekers to the ocean of faith and draw
those who search unto the horizon of certitude. He shall see
naught but God and regard all else as non-existent. Well is it
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with them that attain thereunto, blessed are they that drink
thereof.

2 Ask thou God to assist His loved ones and aid them to rec-

ognize this most exalted station and to succeed in that which
draweth them nigh unto Him in all conditions. Verily He is
the Self-Sufficient, the Most High. And We beseech Him, ex-
alted be He, to manifest through thee that which attracteth
the hearts and souls and guideth them to a station wherein
the hosts of doubts and allusions shall not prevent them, nor
shall they be frightened by the ranks of those who have cast
the Book of God behind their backs, clinging to their own idle
fancies and vain imaginings. Make mention of the loved ones of
that land on behalf of the Wronged One. By the Sun of Utter-
ance which shineth from the horizon of the heaven of proof, the
men and women who have turned towards God have been and
are remembered in the presence of the Wronged One, and there
hath been ordained for the steadfast men and steadfast women
that which the world is powerless to mention. Thus hath the
Tongue of the Wronged One spoken in His Most Great Prison,
that thou mayest rejoice and be of those who render thanks.

Praised be God, the breezes of the All-Merciful’s utterance
have wafted upon that spiritual friend from all directions. If
the people of the world were in truth to attain unto but one
word from the Book of Equity or the Volume of Justice, all
would turn from what they possess to that which is with God.
O beloved of my heart! The gate of equity is barred and the
path of justice forbidden. The recompense of the nations’ deeds
hath deprived them of the immortal waters and kept them from
the straight path. They witness the divine verses descending
like the spring rains and hear them, yet they deny and turn
away. After that spiritual friend’s last letter, the blessed verse
“We shall make thee to recite, so thou shalt not forget” was
heard from the Dawning-Place of the Cause and the Day-spring
of Revelation. What was written was correct, but the honored
Afnan, upon him be the Most Glorious Beauty of God, sent
your letters, and likewise the funds you dispatched and other
items all arrived and were accepted. Should any act proceed
from this servant wherein forgetfulness or oversight becomes
apparent, pardon is hoped for.

God is witness and testimony that night and day I am im-
mersed in the sea of occupation - writings before the presence
of the Intended One, as well as replies to letters and engage-
ment with prison matters which each day appear in a differ-
ent form and are marked by new events. It is therefore clear
and evident to that spiritual friend what matters cause de-
lay and postponement. God is witness and the All-Knowing

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Sy o ety s el Ig 0l Al o
b e E"&’“’ tp/\ f‘u&\w\;\a
s a5 dlaal) 33l s &) DI Y1 K
sl 5V Ol b S s 0
QW")"VP‘EY(&ALL\W%J
b Gl sk i Y SN
o V.AJ\.:« LC ,&.MA
J5 O o2l O sl d,..kd\ P (La}‘}[\
e 3151 8 0l olBl b 53 s
iy oy ) e Y 5 B e Ol
Slr 35 s 5 03y e pllBl) 6
4{ A%T ok J::LA C).“E" o 8 ."'..
st KIS 5 e 3555
o 0555 5 A eV e 3 ki 0L
! oS L
S Gy cadl ooy Ol Slois a1 4
a3l Jal 51 oy del Sler
F6 dae 8 Ly Clal OF ) K
Lkbj&\wkrﬁwb)\u{,\,}w

‘JJ 4»\ A.)K

Gk 5 opdee Slal OLolP Cam

Olgm 7S 511, el Ll g5 Joe
L) azils f}}ﬁ:&o&ﬁw‘}\j c;}ftn
5 e J3b s bl s Sl i
Mﬁ)‘*“ﬂ)ﬁ“ﬁ)*w

o ke 4] Gy cadl AT
-\“f}"‘”\ S dﬂ}‘/‘él’-")\gs*"’

r“;ﬁ L;BTU‘{J) "}i G&‘-’ M\J (}‘/ %T

slaasl oV Al T e 01 & e

(JLM)\ Ai:@a-) W} u\i)tﬁﬂ‘} b %JLL%T

556 Jpk s dy 5 K5 Ll il
3o s 318 552 all gl Al 51 S

Corl sie dal A 550ty OLad

Jr A2 ('L;U AU s oS 5 aals =

B ;).,4_2,4 4?} VLA\)P C)\J;ji L)M:';:A
3 gin odida Soslst 5 alls 34l e A 5
ﬁfcﬂﬁ\up@ Sy odl s o

o s aald 3 5 5kus 1ol 555 i 0

49



[\v)
ot

[\)
~

Vol. 84: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part I

BH11603

that that honored friend hath ever been and continues to be
mentioned before the countenance of the Intended One of all
worlds. Your expressions in proving God’s Cause are in truth a
treasure hidden with God, and there is and hath been no harm
in attributing them to you or to Mir Samiy, upon him be the
Glory of God, who stands in service. In one station He hath
said “We make no distinction between any of them.” I beseech
and implore God, exalted be His glory, to aid you to exalt the
Word and manifest the Cause as He hath ordained. At this
moment this exalted Word hath appeared from the Kingdom
of utterance of the Lord of all beings. His word, exalted be His

glory:

“O Husayn! With the key of the Most Great Name, open the
gates of men’s hearts, and with the wings of detachment soar in
this spiritual atmosphere, that those who tarry may follow and
learn. We have ordained for thee that which causeth bodies to
take flight, how much more the spirits.”

26 Praised be God, that beloved of the heart hath attained unto

the supreme bounty, and there hath been revealed that which,
should all on earth discover its sweetness, they would turn
wholly sanctified unto God. You have been and continue to be
confirmed, and with the sword of life you have broken the backs
of the idolaters - a breaking that will not mend, which skilled
physicians and accomplished healers are powerless to repair.
Exalted be our Lord and your Lord and the Lord of earth and
heaven and the Master of the hereafter and this world.

And regarding what you wrote concerning forgiveness, it was
presented in the Most Holy and Most Exalted Court, and these
sublime words descended from the Kingdom of utterance of the
Intended One of all worlds. His word, blessed and exalted be
He:

“O thou who hearkenest to thy Lord’s utterance! Give thanks
unto God for having aided thee and enabled thee and taught
thee and caused thee to know Him and made thee speak His
mention and praise amongst His servants. He hath aided thee
as a bounty from Him and enabled thee as a gift from His
presence and forgiven thee as a mercy from His side. By My
life! Through My remembrance the ocean of forgiveness hath
surged and the breezes of thy Lord’s tender mercy, the For-
giving, the Bountiful, have wafted. We beseech God to assist
thee with the hosts of wisdom and utterance that thou mayest
assist Him amongst His servants. Verily He is the Hearing, the
Answering.”
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I convey that in these days all must gaze toward a single hori-
zon and hold fast to service to the Cause. Praise be to God, in
most lands the light of the Cause is manifest, yet some among
the people of the Bayan remained veiled and concealed in times
of hardship. Now that some measure of assurance has been at-
tained and seekers are evident, they have emerged from behind
the veil like flies and seek to organize a party like the previous
party. Glory be to God! If this was the purpose, why did
they initially separate from the first path? And some, despite
claims of faith and certitude, have been and are thinking of
the Calf, seeking through a hundred thousand lies and calum-
nies to guide helpless souls according to their own desires. In
any case, such souls have been and are rejected before God.
Beseech the True One to protect His servants and not afflict
them with the associating of the hopes of the ignorant. He
is the Powerful, the Mighty. In all cases that spiritual friend
must be vigilant and, to the extent possible, be occupied with
protecting the servants. Verily He is the Helper, the Powerful,
the Mighty.

Regarding what was written about Muhammad-Hasan and
Mulla Muhammad-Taqi, upon them be the Glory of God, who
requested mention of them in the Most Holy and Most Exalted
Presence, after submission before the Presence these decisive
verses descended from the Kingdom of the Will of Truth, ex-
alted be His glory. The Lord, exalted and sanctified be He,
speaks:

He is the All-Witnessing, the All-Informed

O Muhammad-Taqi! Thou hast attained unto the traces of
My Pen following thy turning to God, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise. Thou didst hear and respond on a day wherein the
servants denied the appearance of God and His evidences, and
the greatness of God and His sovereignty. Thus did their lying
tongues describe for them what they followed of every remote
ignorant one. We have mentioned the people of the village
with a mention before which every wondrous mention bows
down. We counsel thee and those who have believed to show
forth the Greater Steadfastness in the Cause of God, the Lord
of the worlds. The Dispensations have ended with this Most
Great Dispensation and this Mighty Announcement. Whoso-
ever claims a matter is verily a lying impostor. The Tongue of
Grandeur beareth witness to this, even as it bore witness be-
fore in a Book named the Most Holy before God, the Mighty,
the Praised. Remember My loved ones there and give them
glad tidings of My attention and My turning toward them and
My mention and My loving-kindness. Verily thy Lord is the
Ordainer, the Ancient of Days. Say: Praise be to Thee, O my
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God, for having given me to drink of the Kawthar of utterance
and aided me to turn toward the lights of Thy countenance
and to acknowledge that which the tongue of Thy grandeur
hath spoken. Verily Thou art He Whom the conditions of Thy
creation withhold not, nor the turning away of Thy servants.
There is no God but Thee, the Strong, the Mighty.

And this is what was revealed for Muhammad-Hasan:

He is the Speaker in the Kingdom of Utterance

O Muhammad-Hasan! The Wronged One desireth to make
mention of thee with that which will draw thee nigh unto God,
the Lord of Lords. Hearken unto the Call from this Most
Great Quarter, then give thanks unto thy Lord, the Posses-
sor of Necks. Verily He hath appeared and made manifest His
Most Great Cause. Blessed is he who hath recognized, and woe
unto every doubting denier. Take the Book with strength from
Us and rely in all matters upon God, the Revealer of verses.
Let nothing among all things sadden thee, nor let the veils of
those who have disbelieved in God in the return withhold thee.
Take the cup of utterance in the name of thy Lord, the Most
Merciful, then drink therefrom despite every denier who hath
turned away from God, the Possessor of creation. Say: |[...]

My God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having guided me
and made me aware. I beseech Thee by Thy signs and Thy
manifestations to assist me to remain steadfast in Thy Cause.
Then ordain for me that which will protect me from the evil
of Thine enemies. Verily, Thou art the One Who hath power
over whatsoever Thou willest, and within Thy grasp are the
reins of all who are in the heavens and on earth.

7 Praise be to God that these two souls who were mentioned

have attained unto bounty and have been nourished from the
chalice of the utterance of the All-Merciful. Well is it with
them, and again, well is it with them. This evanescent servant
remembers the loved ones of that land with praise, glory, ex-
altation and greetings. God is my witness that the loved ones
of that land have been and are ever present before my eyes. I
beseech God, exalted be His glory, to make that land ready
for the outpouring of the fire of love for the Desired One of all
worlds, and I ask for each one that which hath had and hath
no likeness or equal. Verily our Lord, the All-Merciful, is the
All-Powerful, the Almighty. Glory, remembrance and praise
be upon you and upon those who are with you, and upon all
who are firm, steadfast, resolute and faithful. And praise be
to God, the Lord of all worlds.
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To: Naddaf brothers
Date: 1305-02 [1887-Oct]

In the name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

The servant beareth witness to the oneness of God and His
singleness, and that He is the First and the Last, the Manifest
and the Hidden. He causeth to enter whomsoever He willeth
within the pavilions of His grace and the tabernacle of His
glory. He, verily, is the All-Praised in His action and the All-
Chosen in His decree. He hath guided those who are nigh unto
Him to His most exalted horizon and ordained for them that
which the pens of creation are powerless to recount. He is the
Single One, the One Alone, the Almighty, Who hath aided
some of His servants to spend in His path, such that they have
spent whatsoever they possessed. To this do God’s servants
and His chosen ones bear witness, and to their acceptance,
their sincerity and their steadfastness. The servant beareth
witness that all grace lieth within His grasp - He bestoweth it
upon whomsoever He willeth. He, verily, is the All-Bountiful,
the Most Generous. There is no God but Him, the Single One,
the One Alone, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

He is the Sustainer. The contribution of the two brother cotton-
carders, upon them be the glory of the All-Merciful, in the
amount of eighty-six tumans, was received by the servant in
the prison through Jinab-i-Amin, upon him be the glory of
God, in the month of Safar 1305.
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To: Ghulam
Date: 1305-02-03 [1887-Oct-21]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Greatest, the Most Pow-
erful
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2 Praise be to God Who sent down the Books and dispatched
the Messengers, for verily there is no God but Him, the All-
Compelling, the Self-Subsisting. Through them He manifested
His sovereignty, completed His proof, bestowed His grace, and
perfected His evidence. Through them He guided His ser-
vants to His Straight Path. Blessings and peace be upon Him
after Whom there shall be no Prophet, through Whom His
verses were sent down, His evidence appeared, His power en-
compassed all things, His Word was exalted, and its station
was raised in the world among the nations. Exalted is the An-
cient Lord Who sent Him and made Him stand in His own
place in the realm of creation. And upon His family and com-
panions who established the pillars of religion through His firm
and impregnable Command.

And then - may my spirit be a sacrifice for your presence - the
letter from the spiritual friend, his honor Aga Darvish Ghulam-
Husayn, upon him be God’s peace, which he had written to
that beloved one, arrived and was presented before the Coun-
tenance. The Master - may our spirits be a sacrifice for Him -
said: Mention of this Cause has been forbidden in the outskirts
of this city and surrounding regions, for the people are weak
and make no distinction between good and evil, guidance and
error, benefit and harm. Although the loved ones of God have
had and have no purpose except the reformation of the world
and the refinement of the nations, nevertheless the divines,
rulers and every faction have attributed pure righteousness to
corruption and have understood building up to mean tearing
down. In such case what station remains for words and what
place for deeds? In any case, mention of this Cause is not
permitted in these parts. Beseech God to aid the servants to
justice and fairness. He who knows does not deny, he who un-
derstands does not turn away, and he who comprehends does
not object. Let one proceed with brevity and we make men-
tion of Muhammad-Qabli-Mustafa - upon him be my peace.
Remember him on my behalf and give him the glad tidings of
my attention to him. We beseech God to preserve him and
those with him from the evil of every stubborn oppressor and
from the tyranny of every sinful transgressor.

O servant! Upon thee be My peace. Quickly pass beyond
the border of Rum. In view of the promise of his honor
Muhammad-Qabli-Mustafa - upon him be my peace - re-
garding meeting and encountering the mentioned souls, there
has not been and is not any objection for two or three days.
Convey greetings from the Wronged One. Firm counsels
are necessary in wisdom. God willing, may you be enabled
to mention and praise and spread and diffuse after passing
beyond these bounds. Verily the Command is in His hand - He
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doeth what He willeth and decreeth what He pleaseth. He is
the Powerful, the All-Knowing, the Wise. We beseech God to
preserve His loved ones through His power that encompasseth
the world, to guard them from the evil of His enemies, and to
draw them nigh unto Him in all conditions. Verily He is the
Self-Sufficient, the Most High.

End. Praise be to God, the purpose has been achieved, for
they have been adorned with the mention of the Beloved and
illumined by the lights of providence. Blessed are they! The
request is that they seek confirmation and ask for enablement
for this poor one as well. Verily God is the Hearer, the An-
swerer. This evanescent servant conveys greetings to his honor
Muhammad Mustafa - may God the Exalted assist him. For
his presence and those with him, before and after, I have sought
and seek enablement, and praise be to God it is assured of re-
sponse. I convey greetings to his honor Aga Darvish - upon
him be God’s peace - and I beseech God for confirmation for
him. Likewise I convey greetings to the other friends and have
besought and beseech from God, exalted be His glory, confir-
mation and enablement and the good of this world and the
next for each one. At this time mention was made in the Most
Holy Court of his honor Haji ‘Ali and their honors the most
exalted ones - upon them be God’s peace. Praise be to God,
all are mentioned and have attained the glances of providence.
Praise be to God, first and last, outwardly and inwardly.

The servant 3rd of Safar 1305
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To: Rasul et al., in Zanjan
Date: 1305-02-09 [1887-Oct-27]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted and
Most Glorious Lord

Praise and glory befit the Desired One of all worlds, Who con-
quered contingent beings with the sword of utterance and illu-
mined the hearts of the people of the world with the light of
knowledge, and through His heralds and messengers adorned
the horizons of the world with unity and concord. He is the

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

PR Vz;y\ oY L o

‘)incdh\u}lﬁjajajdfwbd&‘dlﬂ
UJ“MJU‘*J“"“JW\J))"‘ Cd e s
w}\ wblz de;‘_} Ju‘etlb QL@}: db\

95



ot

Vol. 84: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part I

BH00067

Omnipotent One Whom the misbelief of the ungodly and the
protestations of the opposers did not veil His oneness, and did
not prevent the sincere ones and near ones from turning to Him.
Exalted be the signs of His sovereignty and the manifestations
of His power and grandeur.

Glorified art Thou, O Thou through Whose will the rivers of in-
ner meanings have flowed in the gardens of utterance, and the
hearts of the believers were attracted by what the Pen of Thy
Cause spoke forth in the wonders of knowledge. The servant
beareth witness to Thy unity and the singleness of Thy Being,
and recognizeth that which the tongue of Thy grandeur hath
spoken in the Kingdom of certitude, that verily Thou art God,
there is no God but Thee. Thou didst send the Messengers and
reveal the Books and made them bearers of glad tidings among
Thy servants and acknowledgers of what Thou didst will for
them through Thy generosity and favors, until the Manifesta-
tions culminated in Thy Most Great Manifestation and Thy
Mighty Announcement.

Then didst Thou reveal Thyself amongst Thy creation and
called them to Thy most exalted horizon and Thy highest sum-
mit. Among the people are those whom their desires prevented
from turning to Thee and their vain imaginings from drawing
nigh unto the court of Thy glory, and among them are those
who cut themselves from what the people possess, hastening to
Thy good-pleasure, gazing toward the horizon of Thy Manifes-
tation, hoping for the wonders of Thy grace, and anticipating
what Thou didst promise them in Thy Books and Tablets. O
Lord! I beseech Thee by the splendor of Thy countenance and
by the lights of Thy days to assist whosoever desireth Thy
mention and Thy praise and the triumph of Thy Cause with
the hosts of wisdom and utterance. O Lord! I beseech Thee
by Thy power which hath encompassed all contingent things
to aid him to exalt Thy Word and manifest that which Thou
didst command the sincere ones in Thy Book. Verily Thou art
the Strong, the Triumphant, the Omnipotent.

And further: the letter of that beloved of hearts arrived like a
bird from the paradise of love and affection and attraction. Its
allusions were true glad tidings and its expressions were spiri-
tual messages. Praise be to God, the fragrance of steadfastness
and turning toward God and detachment in the path of service
to the Lord of creation wafted and spread from it. It attracted
the heart and perfumed the nostrils of the soul. His is the
generosity and His is the grace. His favor hath encompassed
and His bounty hath seized the hearts of those near unto Him,
to such extent that they have passed beyond themselves and
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all else and have become attached to Him. They have sacri-
ficed their spirits and bodies and limbs, all in the path of His
Cause. After reading and understanding it, and experiencing
joy and attraction, it was taken to the Presence and presented
in its entirety before the countenance of the Lord of mankind,
and these verses were revealed from the Creator of names and
attributes. Thus speaketh the Lord, exalted and sanctified be
He:

He is the All-Knowing Expositor

This is a Book which the Wronged One hath revealed for those
who have quaffed the choice wine of utterance from the hands
of the bounty of their Lord, the All-Merciful, that the fra-
grances of revelation might attract them and draw them nigh
unto God, the Lord of the Most Great Throne and the Posses-
sor of the Most Exalted Seat. Hearken once again unto the Call
from the Divine Lote-Tree: He is, verily, none other than the
Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. The ocean of
utterance hath surged forth from the wellspring of thy Lord’s
Pen, the All-Merciful. Drink therefrom once from the cup of
My loving-kindness, and again from the chalices of My mercy,
and yet again from the handful of My hand. Thy Lord, verily,
is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. By God! Should any-
one hear My call with the ear of innate nature, it would render
him detached from all else save Me and cause him to cling to
the cord of My loving-kindness, such that neither the swords
of enemies nor the darts of the wicked would deter him. Thus
hath the Most Exalted Pen spoken as a token of grace from
God, the Creator of the heavens, that he might render thanks
unto his Lord, the All-Forgiving, the Most Merciful.

He hath previously mentioned thee in verses before which the
Books of the world and all that the nations possess have bowed
down. To this beareth witness the Mother of Tablets from
this radiant and luminous horizon. Say: O concourse of the
Furqan! Fear ye the All-Merciful and oppose not Him through
Whom every Cause and every perspicuous Book hath been es-
tablished. And say: O people of the Bayan! Fear ye God
and dispute not with Him through Whom God’s proof and His
testimony have been made manifest, and through Whom the
Bird of Knowledge hath warbled upon the loftiest branches. By
God! The All-Merciful hath come with a supreme sovereignty
that neither the powers of the world nor the might of nations
can frustrate, nor can the dominion of those who have violated
God’s Covenant and Testament and denied the Day of Judg-
ment cause Him fear.
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Be fair in judging this Revelation and its sovereignty, then
consider that which hath been sent down in truth from the
kingdom of His wondrous utterance. He is the One Who was
promised in God’s Books, of Whom the Primal Point gave glad
tidings, and Who prostrated Himself at the mention of His
name, saying: “I am the first of His worshippers.” O people
of the Bayan! Observe and then recall when the Primal Point
came, how the divines and doctors of the earth denied Him.
Thus did their souls entice them in such wise as caused the
Spirit of Holiness to lament in Paradise and the Faithful Spirit
to grieve in this manifest Scene.

We beseech God to assist thee with the hosts of utterance and
to enable thee to champion His Cause with a proof whose light
hath shone forth from the dayspring of thy Lord’s utterance,
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Remind God’s party of
My verses and glorify their faces on My behalf, then recite
unto them that which hath been sent down from the heaven of
My Will and the atmosphere of My Purpose, that their eyes
may be solaced thereby and their hearts be gladdened. Verily,
thy Lord loveth His loved ones. To this beareth witness the
Mother Book in this mighty and impregnable station.

Say: O party of God! We counselled you aforetime and coun-
sel you at this hour to be trustworthy and godly. By God’s
life! Through these shall your stations be exalted and your
conditions be elevated. Hold fast unto them and be not of the
heedless. Say: O people of Baha! Take what ye have been com-
manded by God, then act according to that which the Tongue
of Grandeur hath counselled you. This shall raise you up and
draw you nigh unto the One, the Singular, the Almighty, the
Most Glorious, the Most Praiseworthy.

The glory that shineth resplendent and gleameth from the hori-
zon of My loving-kindness be upon thee and upon them that
love thee and hearken unto thy word in this wise Remembrance.
Praise be to God, the Most High, the Most Great.

O Son of Abhar! Upon thee be My glory! Warn the party of
God concerning that which hath appeared. Should they ponder
upon the former party and their deeds and actions on the Day
of the Second Resurrection, they would not be afflicted with
the vain imaginings of ignorant and heedless souls, and would
behold themselves detached and free from all save God. The
heedless souls have forgotten that which they witnessed with
their own eyes, let alone matters wherein the birds of their
hearts and minds are powerless to soar. They have seen with
their own eyes the loss suffered by the Shi’ih party, yet now they
have fallen again into imaginings a thousandfold greater than
that party’s vain fancies. Hadi of Dawlatabad hath become the
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people’s leader and desired to dispatch the helpless servants to
the abode of perdition and establish them in hell-fire. Say:
O servants! Reflect upon that which hath appeared and is
now witnessed, and upon that which hath passed and become
concealed, that perchance through God’s grace ye may gird up
the loins of service for His sake alone. With utmost lowliness
and supplication, beseech the Self-Sufficing Lord that He may
not again afflict His servants with vain imaginings as before.
Glory be to God! What hath prevented their sight? What
hath kept their ears from hearkening to the Word of Truth?
The realms of knowledge and vision are astounded.

O thou who soarest in My atmosphere! The existing ears and
visible eyes were not and are not worthy to hear or fit to see,
unless the grace of God, exalted be His glory, shall assist them
and guide the heedless ones to the direction of awareness and
awaken the slumberers from the sleep of negligence. These
are the days of the appearance of the blessed verse wherein He
hath said: “They put their fingers in their ears lest they should
hear the word of truth.” For the sources of vain imaginings have
forbidden their friends from drawing nigh unto the people of
Baha. Glory be to God! They act as did the idolaters of
old, yet perceive not that they utter the same words. The
wrath of God hath seized them and the breezes of torment
have encompassed them. Thus hath the matter been decreed
as a recompense for their deeds. Verily, He is the most severe
of avengers and the destroyer of transgressors.

O beloved of my heart! For a long time the door was closed
and no news came from thee. Praise be to God, the grace of
God, exalted be His glory, appeared like a key and opened the
doors of remembrance, utterance, presence and meeting. The
fire of love became manifest and the primal flame appeared.
The maidens of remembrance who were concealed in the cham-
bers of inner meanings unveiled themselves and approached the
gathering. I swear by the Sun of utterance of our Lord, the
Most Merciful, that if the ears of the people of the world were
sanctified, a single word of the supreme utterances that have
shone forth from the Dayspring of the Will of the Lord of all
beings would guide and suffice them all. In any case, one must
ever supplicate the Lord of the intended goal for deliverance,
and deliverance is the awakening of the servants and reflection
upon that which hath appeared.

Night and day this lowly servant, with manifest humility, be-
seecheth deliverance from the Lord of the Day of Judgment,
for His mercy hath preceded and His grace hath encompassed
all. Perchance He may again rend asunder the veils and cov-
erings that eyes may not be debarred from beholding. With
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His bounty there is no place for despair. He doeth what He
willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth. He is the Mighty,
the Praiseworthy. As to what thou didst write concerning the
friends, upon them be the glory of God, after being submitted
before His Most Holy, Most Exalted and Most Sacred Presence,
there was revealed for each one that which would cause eternal
mention and everlasting praise.

This is what was revealed for his honor Khan Muhammad-
Baqir, upon him be the glory of God. These are His blessed
and exalted words:

He is the One Who gazeth from His most exalted horizon

Verily, We make mention of him who was named Muhammad
before Baqir, that this remembrance may draw him to a station
wherein nothing whatsoever shall deter him from this Cause,
through which the limbs of all names have trembled. Thus
hath the Supreme Pen spoken from the most exalted horizon.
Blessed is he who hath turned toward My horizon, uttered My
praise, and soared in My atmosphere. He is, before God, the
Lord of the beginning and the end, among the dwellers of the
Most Exalted Paradise. Drink thou of My sealed wine in My
Name, the Self-Subsisting, and say: O concourse of the world!
By God, the Ancient King hath come with a sovereignty be-
fore which all parties are powerless. He hath appeared and
made manifest that which was hidden in knowledge and in-
scribed by the Supreme Pen in the Scriptures and Tablets. Say:
O people! Cast aside what ye possess and take hold of that
which ye are commanded by God, the Lord of all men. This
is the Day whereon all things cry out with their loudest voice:
The Promised One hath come from the heaven of grace with
the banners of glory and power. Beware lest ye deprive your-
selves of this bounty through which the ocean of utterance hath
surged in the contingent world and the rain of forgiveness hath
showered upon those who have clung to the cord of their Lord’s
grace, the Lord of creation. The glory be upon thee from the
Wronged One, and upon those who have turned toward the
Supreme Horizon on a Day wherein the Caller hath called out:
The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the Lord of Lords.

And this is what was revealed for his honor Karbila’i ‘Abbas,
upon him be the glory of God:

He is the Speaker among the servants

O ‘Abbas! Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One from
the precincts of His Most Great Prison. Verily, it draweth thee
nigh unto God, the Lord of mankind. He hath come for the
salvation of the world, yet the peoples have turned away from
Him and committed that which hath caused the mountains to

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Jri 6 A1y o ST Ll L easlia
Sl at ol s a s be ;ﬁ; oy Lo
doy LAENS 50 i) L e Wl folh o
e g el 8! C’a\ ol gy 2 2 )
iy o) 55 e § s Ik K

Cdle s

W T ade 3L a2 0l Old U5 L lds
S 5 SOl 48

LV 4B e LI
SIS wdnd 5L 3 At o e SH U
AU e TN e e ang Yl
gl SIS TN 2 p o)) 4 sl
Q) L gkl el G eV Il
P o 4l Sl 3ol 5 Sl gl Bl
ST ) Sl ) sl JeY1 g A
S b s sl ol ) s 2
esi Y Olakuy ol b 316 &b LU
G Lsn 08 Lo bl 5 gl Ol ane
ANV G e s o sSa A
b lyds 5 fuie bl 21 2o L 8
@ri\hguj\&bﬁ\gﬂyqrﬂ/\
o el N eldl el s LAY oole
OV FL) Sl 55 bl Jadl T
A el Jadl s oo S |k
Jo Oladl Hlhel cllas 5 OKGYI 3 0L
eV S ey wle J2 1802 ol
1 el e s polall o e Sl T
S U 636 48 oy b VI 3V U

SV o) b

T e ol O35 Ol Jy L ls
oy

Ll o bl g 2

ooV ar b e ) T el e
023 ) Y1 e ) SR 4
L 15551 5w Lyoyel oW1 55, QU

02! , oty B s JLd o i

60

18

19

20



2

25

2

[\]

3

1

)

6

Vol. 84: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part I

BH00067

crumble. They have cast the Command of God behind their
backs and taken their vain imaginings as lords beside God, the
Dayspring of Lights. Among the people are those who have
denied God’s Cause, those who have turned away, and those
who have objected and committed that which hath caused the
Supreme Pen to lament at morn and eve. Blessed is the servant
who hath heard My call and attained unto the traces of My
Pen, and woe unto every heedless doubter. The glory shining
from the horizon of the heaven of My utterance be upon My
loved ones who have acted in accordance with that which they
were commanded in the Mother Book. Say:

My God, my God! I testify that Thou hast remembered me,
and from Thy Most Exalted Horizon Thou hast turned toward
this servant of Thine and revealed unto him from the Pen of
Thy bounty that whose fragrance hath diffused among Thy
servants. O Lord! I beseech Thee by the lights of the Sun
of Thy Revelation in Thy days and the manifestations of its
power amidst Thy creation, to ordain for me that which shall
protect me from those who have disbelieved in Thee and Thy
signs. Thou art He through Whose Name the ocean of grace
hath surged and the fragrance of bounty hath wafted between
earth and heaven. There is no God but Thee, the Almighty,
the All-Powerful.

And this is what was revealed for his honor Karbila’i Ya’'qub,
upon him be the glory of God:

In My Name, through which the heaven of idle fancies was cleft
asunder

O Ya’qub! Give thanks for that the Wronged One hath turned
toward thee and made mention of thee in a manner that no
mention can equal. Thy name was present before the Counte-
nance, and We have mentioned thee in such wise that through
it the realities of all things were attracted and the Dove of Ut-
terance warbled upon the highest branches. When thou hast
drunk the choice wine of revelation from the chalice of bounty
and My call hath drawn thee to the Supreme Horizon, say:

O my God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having adorned
me with the ornament of Thy remembrance. I beseech Thee
by the breezes which have blown by Thy will, and by the light
which hath shone forth from the horizon of the heaven of Thy
purpose, and by the ocean of Thy signs and the heaven of Thy
manifestation, to make me in all conditions steadfast in Thy
Cause and firm in Thy service. Verily, Thou art powerful over
whatsoever Thou willest, and within Thy grasp are the reins
of all who are in the heavens and on earth. O my God, bestow
Thy blessings upon those who have held fast to the cord of
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Thy bounty and have attained unto the recognition of that
which Thou hast revealed in Thy Book, and who have aided
Thy Cause throughout the nights and days. Verily, Thou art
the Lord of all mankind. There is none other God but Thee,
the Sovereign over all who are in the heavens and on earth.

This was revealed for Ustad Isma’il, upon him be the glory of
God.

In the name of the Goal of all the worlds

O Isma’il! The time hath come, the moment is at hand, the
Hour is present, the Resurrection hath appeared, the mysteries
are unveiled, the verses are revealed, and the evidences are
manifest. Yet the servants are all heedless, in denial and turned
away, save whom thy Lord willeth. This is that same News
which was mentioned in the Qur’an as the Great News, which
had ever been hidden and concealed in the hearts of the pure
ones, and recorded and inscribed by the Most Exalted Pen in
the divine Books, Tablets and Scriptures. Nevertheless, the
people remain veiled and deprived. The vain imaginings of the
heedless souls have prevented them from the Dayspring of the
Light of Oneness. In truth, the worthless straws of the world
were not and are not worthy of the court of God, exalted be
His glory. Beseech God to raise up such servants as befit these
days, that they may behold that which hath shone forth and
become manifest, and may hear that which hath been sent
down from the heaven of the will of their Lord, the Speaker,
the All-Knowing.

My God, my God! Thou seest how thirst hath destroyed Thy
servants. Where is the Salsabil of Thy grace and the Kawthar
of Thy mercy? Where is the Euphrates of Thy bounty and the
choice wine of Thy utterance? Hunger hath seized them from
every side. Where is the heavenly table of Thy bestowal and
the blessing of Thy knowledge? The fire of longing and sepa-
ration hath consumed them. Where is Thy presence and Thy
meeting, and the manifestation of Thy favors? I beseech Thee,
O Lord of the worlds, by the mysteries of Thy knowledge and
Thy call amongst Thy servants, to ordain for Thy loved ones
that which shall protect them from the evil of Thine enemies
and provide them with the fruits of the tree of Thy nearness.
Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

The Sun of bounty, praise be to God, hath shone upon all,
and each of the names hath attained, through the grace and
bounty of the Lord of Names. The servant beseecheth his Lord
to make them as ensigns among His servants and as standards
in His lands, that through them His mention and His praise,
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His commandments and His laws may be exalted. Verily, He
is powerful over all things.

And regarding the mention made of the honored sisters, the
greater and the lesser, and the honored and revered mother,
upon her be the glory of God, after being presented before the
Most Exalted Horizon, there was revealed specifically for each
that which is everlasting and eternal. The word of the Lord,
exalted and sanctified is He:

In the name of the One God

Today from the cloud of divine mercy in the realm of inner
meanings, fresh and wondrous flowers have appeared and blos-
somed, and each has its own remembrance, utterance and dis-
course. Blessed are they who hear and observe. O my leaf
and my handmaiden! Although the people of the world have
eyes and ears, they are deprived of seeing and hearing. After
their pleadings, lamentations, mourning, seeking and hopes,
they ultimately did what no idolater had ever done and said
what no oppressor had ever said. In word they were the most
excellent and exalted in the world, but in deed they were the
most lost and base of all peoples. How good is the state of
one who observes affairs with justice and fairness and seeks di-
vine confirmation. The realm of knowledge is bewildered and
astounded, for the divines of Iran, despite their supplications
and lamentations, openly curse the Goal of all the worlds from
their pulpits. Give thanks unto God that He has assisted thee
in such an age and guided thee to the Egypt of awareness,
despite those who have adorned themselves with turbans and
prevented people from the path of God, the Lord of all worlds.
Take thou the choice wine of My utterance in My name, then
drink of it in remembrance of My wondrous Name. Praise be
to God that thou hast attained the mention of the One Beloved
and art adorned with His love and illumined with the light of
His knowledge. Convey My greetings to the handmaidens of
that land and illumine them with the lights of the Sun of the
bounty of God, exalted be His glory.

36 And this is what was revealed for another sister, Fatimeh, upon

her be the Glory of God:

In the name of the Goal of all worlds

O my leaf, upon thee be My glory! Thy mention was made be-
fore the Wronged One, and these verses were sent down from
the heaven of the will of the Self-Subsisting Lord that the fra-
grance of the utterance of the All-Merciful might attract thee
and draw thee to the horizon of knowledge. The world was
brought from nothingness into being for the knowledge of God.
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Blessed is the heart that hath turned toward the divine hori-
zon and the face that hath been illumined by the lights of the
Countenance in the divine days. Praise the Goal of all worlds
that thou hast drunk from the hands of bounty the Kawthar
of meeting, and this Kawthar is, in the first degree and station,
the knowledge of God, exalted be His glory, which hath been
recorded by the Pen of Will in the Holy Books and Tablets. We
beseech God to cause the handmaidens of that land to attain
unto this supreme gift and not to deprive any from the fruits of
the Tree and the lights of the Luminary of the horizon of inner
meanings. In all conditions God hath been with thee. Verily
He is with His devoted male and female servants. He heareth
and seeth, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.

Say: My God, my God! I beseech Thee by the leaves and
fruits of the Tree of Thy Cause, and by the Word through
which the earth and all created things therein were illumined,
to ordain for me that which shall be a light before my face
and a companion to me in all the worlds of Thy worlds. O my
Lord! Thou knowest what is in my heart and what I desire
of the wonders of Thy grace. I beseech Thee to make me
content with what Thou hast ordained for me through Thy
will and purpose. Verily Thou art the Almighty, the Supreme,
the Glorious, the All-Bountiful. There is no God but Thee, the
Self-Sufficient, the Most Exalted.

And this is what was revealed from the heaven of bounty for
you another time, He, exalted be He, says:

O Son of Abhar! Upon thee be the Glory of God, the Lord of
Destiny! We testify that thou hast attained unto the tokens of
Our Pen and unto that which the Tongue of Grace hath spoken
from that Station named the Most Great Prison in the Book
of God, Lord of the worlds. We have previously mentioned
thy father in words from which the sweet savors of utterance
were wafted throughout creation. He who possesseth a clear
Book beareth witness to this. He ascended unto God with a
heart before which the hearts of those who have turned towards
Him became submissive. By My life! The Concourse on High
welcomed him at his ascension, and this grace admitted him
to a station which the tongues of those who remember are
powerless to describe. The glory shining from the horizon of
the heaven of My mercy be upon him and upon thee and upon
thy mother who hath attained unto the verses of God, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

2 Grace hath encompassed, Light hath shone forth, loving-

kindness hath encompassed all, and mercy hath preceded all.
Glory be to God! Bounty and generosity have reached such a
station that they have become sanctified above all mention,
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description, explanation and elaboration. All the bounties
of the world cannot be compared to a drop from the ocean
of His bestowals. Powerlessness is the state of the servant,
and in truth he is powerless. This utterance is not from
false modesty. Suppose one imagines a star - what station
would or could that star have compared to the shining suns,
the brilliant moons, and the countless stars? In any case,
we beseech the Exalted Truth to adorn the world with the
ornament of awareness and to bestow the true Kawthar, that
it might become worthy of His threshold and deserving of His
court. Verily, He is powerful over all things.

As for the mention of Jinab-i-Dhabih, upon him be the Glory of
God, after it was presented before the Most Holy, Most Exalted
Presence, these sublime words and decisive verses were revealed
from the heaven of grace. His blessed and exalted Word:

I am the Rememberer and I am the Remembered.

The Wronged One, Who hath been imprisoned for having sum-
moned all to God, the Lord of the worlds, remembereth thee.
Verily He hath appeared and manifested what He desired as
a grace from His presence, and He is the All-Bountiful, the
Generous. The might of any oppressor did not deter Him, nor
did the power of any transgressor frighten Him, nor did the
strength of any suspicious commander weaken Him. Glorified
be He Who hath manifested what was hidden and hath spoken
what He desired while seated upon His mighty throne.

Praise be to the Lord of eternity Who hath freed and deliv-
ered. By the Luminary of utterance which shineth and ap-
peareth from the horizon of the heaven of proof, imprisonment
in His path is the cause and means of freedom for the people
of creation, weakness in His love is the cause of strength, and
tribulation in His path is the sovereign of glory. Outwardly
it is hardship, inwardly it is bounty and mercy. Blessed is he
who hath attained unto tribulation in the path of God, the
Lord of all beings and the Possessor of Names.

7 O Ismail! The life of the world and its days vanish and become

non-existent in but a moment. Blessed is the soul that in this
transient abode hath acquired that which endureth, and in
the house of toil hath obtained eternal rest. We beseech God,
exalted be He, to assist thee and His loved ones there to be
steadfast. Verily, He is the Powerful, the Mighty.

My God, my God! Thou seest Thy loved ones among Thy
enemies, and the choicest of Thy servants beneath the most
wicked of Thy creatures. I beseech Thee by Thy might and
Thy sovereignty to protect them through Thy power and to
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exalt them through Thy exaltation. I bear witness, O my God,
to that which the Tongue of Thy Grandeur hath testified and
which was revealed in Thy Book, that Thou art God, there is
no God but Thee, the Single, the Self-Subsisting, the Powerful,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

This is what was revealed for Jinab-i-Rasul-i-Qannad, upon
him be the Glory of God. His blessed and exalted Word:

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Informed

O Messenger of God! Praise be that thou hast drunk from the
choice wine of utterance and been sustained by the Kawthar
of divine knowledge. Thy heart is illumined by the light of
recognition, thy tongue uttereth praise and thanksgiving, and
thy countenance is turned toward the effulgent Face. Blessed
art thou and blessed is he who hath mentioned thee. The Truth
is present in your gathering and He heareth and seeth; naught
escapeth His knowledge. Each of those souls gathered hath
succeeded in mentioning God and is adorned with the verses
of the Most Exalted Pen. Blessed is the land whereon My
loved ones have gathered, and blessed the house honored by
their footsteps wherein their remembrances are raised. Today
the Sun of true unity is rising from the horizon of the heaven
of grace. We beseech God to illumine all through its rays. He
is the Hearer, the Answerer, the Bestower, the Merciful.

And this is what was revealed for His Honor Aqa Siyyid
Hamgzih, upon him be the Glory of God:

He is the All-Knowing Expositor

O thou who art mentioned before the Wronged One! Hear-
ken unto the call of the Prisoner. This is that Call which
guided the Interlocutor to the horizon of nearness and reunion,
and led Him to the most exalted station and the highest rank.
Blessed is the soul that today holdeth fast to the blessed word
“He doeth whatsoever He willeth,” for this word is the king
of words. Whosoever drinketh from the hidden ocean therein
findeth himself seated upon the throne of certitude and as-
surance. We beseech God to grant His servants success and
deprive them not of His eternal bounty. He is the Powerful,
the Mighty. O Siyyid Hamzih! The light of oneness hath in
this moment cast its radiance. Give thanks and say: Praise be
unto Thee, O my God, for having guided me, made me know
Thee, and mentioned me. I testify that Thou art God, there
is no God but Thee, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

And this is what was revealed for His Honor Haji Fath-‘Ali,
upon him be the Glory of God. His blessed and exalted Word:
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i In My Name, the All-Subduing above all Names
O Fath-*Alj!

When thou hearest My call and attainest the
honor of hearkening unto My verses, say: My God, my God! 1
am Thy servant and the son of Thy servant. Thou hast aided
me to turn toward Thee and to face the light of Thy counte-
nance on a Day wherein the limbs of Thy servants trembled
from fear of Thee, and Thou hast guided me to Thy straight
path and Thy mighty Message. I beseech Thee, O Lord of ex-
istence and Sovereign of the seen and unseen, by Thy Name
at whose revelation from the kingdom of Thine utterance all
names bowed down before it, and by Thy Command which
hath encompassed earth and heaven, to make me in all con-
ditions circle round Thy will and hold fast unto Thy decree.
Praise be unto Thee, O my God, and thanksgiving be unto
Thee, O my Hope and my Desire, for having shown me Thy
horizon, made me hear Thy call, and revealed unto me that
which was hidden from Thy creation. I beseech Thee to make
me steadfast in Thy Cause and firm in Thy love in such wise
that all things shall not hinder me from turning toward Thee.
Verily Thou art the Powerful over what Thou willest. There is
no God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

And this is what was revealed for His Honor Rasul, upon him
be the Glory of God. The Word of the Lord, exalted and
sanctified is He:

He is the Compassionate, the Generous

O Messenger! The Wronged One hath made mention of thee
before in such wise as to attract the hearts of them that are
nigh. There hath befallen thee in My path what none can
reckon save God, the Mighty, the All-Knowing. Blessed art
thou and blessed is he who hath attained unto this Cause when
it shone forth and appeared from the horizon of God’s will, the
Lord of the Day of Judgment. Behold, then remember when
the oppressors cast this Wronged One into the Most Great
Prison for having given the world glad tidings of the Most
Great Name, whereby the backs of the wicked were broken and
the tears of the idolaters did flow. They denied the Manifesta-
tion of God and His proof, and committed that which caused
them that are nigh to lament. The oppressor lamented when
the Sun of the Cause shone forth from the horizon of grace, and
Justice wept by reason of what befell the Wronged One at the
hands of them that violated the Covenant of God, the Mighty,
the Great. Blessed art thou for having borne tribulations in
the path of God, the Goal of them that know. Thus did the
Pen speak when the Wronged One was in evident sorrow. We
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beseech God to assist thee and them that have believed to ex- 4w b i ‘:K dey Sk Gy > L
alt His Word amongst His servants. Verily He is the Almighty, Criall 8 g

the All-Powerful. The glory from Us be upon thee and upon
every one who hath turned unto Him and whom the might of
the aggressors hath not deterred.

This was revealed for Haji Iman, upon him be the glory of
God:

2 In My Name which shineth forth from the horizon of the will

of God, the Lord of the worlds

O Iman! Thou didst hear the call and didst believe, and thou
didst behold the Most Exalted Horizon. All this is from God’s
grace upon thee. At this manifest time, the letter of Ibn-i-
Abhar which he had sent to the servant in attendance before
the Greatest Scene was read before the Countenance. He made
mention of thee, therefore We make mention of thee and illu-
mine thee with the lights of utterance of the Lord of all creation.
Give praise to the Lord of the Day that He confirmed thee
and granted thee steadfastness. Thou didst preserve God’s
covenant and His testament, and remained protected from the
doubts of the croakers and the hints of the transgressors. He
verily is the All-Bountiful, and He is the Generous. There is
none other God but He, the Single, the One, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise. Convey to the relatives of Ashraf, upon him be
the glory of God, the greetings of the Wronged One. Praise
be to God, they have attained unto that which most of the
people of the earth are deprived of. Their mention hath ever
been and still is in the presence of the Wronged One. Blessed
are they and woe unto the oppressors. Praise be to God, the
Lord of the worlds.

This was revealed for Muhammad-Quli, upon him be the glory
of God:

5 In the name of the Goal of the world

O Muhammad-Quli! The fragrance of the Divine Manifesta-
tion is diffused throughout the world and the Mother Book
speaketh before the faces of friends and foes on the Day of
Return. The sealed Wine is manifest, the River is flowing,
the Ocean of bounty is surging. Blessed are those souls whom
doubts and allusions prevented not from the Revealer of verses
and the Manifestation of clear proofs. With complete stead-
fastness they arose to serve the Cause of the Lord of all beings,
and with wisdom and utterance opened the doors of hearts.
These are the Divine emissaries and the dawning-places of the
mention of the eternal Goal. Today the atoms of creation are
stirred with joy at reunion with the Peerless Friend; they move
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by His mention and rejoice in His Name. For each thing there
exists a spirit befitting it. His grace can make living water
to flow from lifeless rock. Even the staff of Moses had both
eyes and spirit. Beseech God that He may attract the frozen,
weighty souls through the breezes of the Day of Manifestation
and guide them to the horizon of His knowledge. His is the
praise and favor that He created thee, made thee aware, and
granted thee a portion from the sea of knowledge. He is the
All-Bountiful and He is the Generous.

7 And this was revealed for Jinab-i-Sabz-‘Ali:

He is the One Who gazeth from His most exalted horizon

Praise be to God! Thou hast heard the Call and beheld the
Most Great Ocean and its waves. His Call hath attracted
hearts and souls, and His Will hath enabled those near and
sincere to attain unto the Dawning-Place of utterance and the
Day-Spring of knowledge. Every fair-minded one beareth wit-
ness and every just one is aware that this Wronged One hath
not been remiss in proclaiming the Divine Cause. Night and
day the shrill voice of His Pen was raised and His Call was
manifest from the highest horizon of the world. No affair, no
thing, no event could prevent Him from His purpose. Yet they
who are endowed with hearing and sight are few. Beseech God
that He may graciously aid all to achieve that which is con-
ducive to the betterment of the world and the tranquility of
its peoples.

We counsel all the loved ones in that land and other regions
to fear God. This temple of existence it preserveth from the
arrows of the dawning-places of idle fancies and the manifesta-
tions of Satan. It is a crown for the head, a suit of armor for the
body, and a light for the heart. Blessed is the soul that hath
clung unto it and held fast to that which God hath willed. We
beseech God to grant thee success, that thou mayest arise with
complete steadfastness and be occupied with the remembrance
of the Peerless Friend. He is the Hearer, the Answerer.

This is what hath been revealed for His Honor Naqd-*‘Ali, upon
him be the Glory of God:

He is the One with power over whatsoever He willeth

Praise beseemeth the One Beloved Who, through the choice
wine of utterance, hath attracted all who are in the realm of
possibility and guided them to the horizon of the heaven of the
Prison. The cawing of the ravens did not deter Him. Every
day a Book is revealed and a Scripture made manifest. By
the life of God! The Kingdom of utterance is stirred by His
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utterance and the world of existence exists through His bounty.
Nevertheless, the people remain veiled, nay, as though non-
existent. O Naqd-‘Ali! God willing, mayest thou be a spiritual
coin in the city of true assayers. Praise be to God, thou didst
hear and turn unto Him, and thy turning hath brought thee
to such a station that the Wronged One of the world, at the
close in the Most Great Prison, mentioned thy name and sealed
with thy name. His is the bounty and the giving, His the grace
and the glory. We beseech God to aid and assist thee in all
conditions to that wherein lieth His good-pleasure. We make
mention of all the servants and handmaidens and say “Allah-
u-Abha.” His grace hath encompassed all and His mercy hath
preceded all. Blessed are they who know and blessed are they
who have attained.

What tongue is capable of praise and what utterance befitteth
the description of this station? One wave from the ocean of
His utterance quickeneth the world, and one ray from the Sun
of His grace draweth the peoples to the most exalted horizon.
His grace and bounty, His tenderness and mercy have reached
such a degree that all acknowledge their inability to compre-
hend. The people are heedless and veiled while the Truth is
manifest and evident. A hundred thousand regrets for these
servants who in such days are occupied with themselves and
are heedless of Him. The deniers are immersed in the ocean of
vain imaginings; despite the appearance and manifestation of
the Sun of Truth, all are observed to be heedless.

O beloved of my heart! Praise be to God that they entered the
prison and witnessed that which is hidden from the world, and
likewise the gathering of souls who circle round about. There
has never been any doubt that this assembly is harmful to His
blessed person, for governments have never concerned them-
selves with religion, but they fear gatherings and are antago-
nistic to their Source and Origin. Nevertheless, He has paid
no heed and has not deprived the friends of meeting and at-
taining His presence for the sake of His own comfort. One soul
on the island associated with an imaginary person - now ask
him under oath to recount what he saw and what transpired
in that land.

O beloved of my heart! This ephemeral one was with him for
years - twenty years have passed and until now not a soul re-
mains in that land; he even sent away his own children and
dismissed them. If that beloved one were to meet the person
who went there and resided in that land, and question him,
many matters would become evident and clear, but only if he
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speaks truthfully. In any case, this servant conveys greetings
to all the friends and masters, and beseeches the Most Great
Victory for all. Verily our Lord and your Lord, our Goal and
your Goal, is the All-Seeing Witness, the Speaker, the Exposi-
tor, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

7 Regarding what was written about Mulla Husayn, upon him

be the glory of God - in truth it is exactly as that beloved
one has written. They are ablaze with the fire of divine re-
membrance. It is hoped that through God’s grace - exalted be
His glory - this fire will encompass all and draw the heedless
people to the horizon of wisdom. After being submitted before
the Most Holy and Most Exalted Presence, this blessed Tablet,
from whose horizon the light of favor shines forth and rises,
was specifically revealed for him, that he might drink from its
oceans of inner meanings and utterance. The Command is in
the hand of God, our Lord, the Most Merciful. His blessed and
exalted Word:

He is the One Who stands before the faces of the world

O Husayn, upon thee be my glory! Praise be to God, thou hast
been and art remembered in the Most Holy Court, and art the
recipient of His special favors. Strive that perchance through
wisdom and utterance the people of the world may turn to the
horizon of the All-Merciful and deliver themselves from heed-
lessness, abasement, poverty and imprisonment. The Cause
of God hath been manifested in such wise that even decayed
bones have stirred, yet the people of the turbans - the oppos-
ing souls - remain unto this time frozen and cast out, neither
awakening to consciousness through the divine trumpets nor
rousing from their slumber of heedlessness through the cry.

The Sun of Truth shineth resplendent above all heads, yet they
see it not nor perceive it. The ocean of utterance surgeth in
the pole of contingent being, yet acceptance is nowhere to be
found. They run through streets and bazaars in pursuit of a
single dirham of raisins, yet remain heedless and veiled from
the pearls and jewels of wisdom and utterance that have ap-
peared from the treasuries of the Most Exalted Pen. Glory
be to God! The company of divines and rulers have not yet
awakened. Say: By God’s life! Between throne and dust there
is but a single point of difference. Where is the throne of Chos-
roes? Whither went Caesar? What became of the Pharaohs?
Where established themselves the tyrants? Have they not seen
the book of the world? Have they not read it? Have they not
heard the cries that are raised therefrom at all times? Nay, by
God! Every soul hath heard the call “The departure!” and
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witnessed with his own eyes the changes and transformations.
Where are the fathers? Whither went the mothers? In brief,
the colors of the world have deprived all from the purpose of
the worlds. They are occupied with it and heedless of the
Truth; they cling to it and are debarred from the Truth.

O Husayn, upon thee be my glory! Praise be to God, thou
art assisted in promoting His Cause and adorned with His
grace. We beseech God to aid and assist thee at all times, that
there may appear from thee in utterance that which attracteth
hearts, in steadfastness that which causeth mountains to trem-
ble, and in conduct that which amazeth creation. Under all
conditions counsel the loved ones with wisdom and utterance,
and remind them of whatsoever conduceth to the exaltation of
God’s Word. Convey to the servants and handmaidens of that
land the greetings of the Wronged One. Say: Be not sorrowful,
for ye are the people of the blessed and hallowed land. Recite
these words every morning:

O God of existence and Lord of the seen and unseen! This is a
land reddened with the blood of Thy loved ones who fulfilled
Thy Covenant and Testament, whom neither the might of the
Pharaohs nor the power of the tyrants deterred. We beseech
Thee by the Most Exalted One Who acknowledged Thy unity
and oneness in the earliest days, who quaffed Thy sealed wine
through Thy name, the Self-Subsisting, and arose to celebrate
Thy praise and glory in such wise that neither the clamor of
the divines nor the harm of the jurisprudents prevented Him
until He sacrificed His spirit in Thy path - we beseech Thee by
Him and by those who supported and manifested Him to aid
us to be steadfast in Thy love and to arise to serve Thee and to
act according to what Thou hast commanded us in Thy Book.
Verily Thou art the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Today you must arise to serve the Cause, detached from all else
in the world, and through wisdom, utterance, spirit and sweet
fragrance draw souls to the Divine realm. Everyone has been
waiting - beseech ye the True One to unite the world through
loving counsels and wise exhortations. All these different par-
ties are seekers of truth, but they have lost their way. Teaching
must be done with kindliness - they are children needing ed-
ucation, ignorant ones seeking knowledge. The educators and
teachers are and have been the chosen ones of God - they are
the wise ones of the earth. They must act with wisdom and
deliver the people from the abyss of error. We have accepted
all the afflictions of the earth for the tranquility of the ser-
vants - such tribulations were visited upon the Wronged One
that caused the dwellers of the highest Paradise to weep and
lament. Glory be to God! Yet no one has become aware. Each
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day heedlessness increases and mindfulness diminishes. We
beseech God that through the Kawthar of His chosen ones’ ut-
terance, the saplings planted in the garden of acceptance may
flourish and bear fruit. Blessed are those souls whom the might
of the world has not prevented from turning to Him nor held
back from acceptance - they have grasped the cord of wisdom
and clung to the luminous hem.

Say: My God, my God! I beseech Thee by Thy most sweet call,
by Thy standing before the faces of the enemies, by Thy finger
wherewith Thou didst rend asunder the veils and the mists,
and by Thy command whereby Thou didst subdue all regions,
to strengthen me to make mention of Thee and to praise Thee
with wisdom and utterance. Verily Thou art the Lord of the
world and the Desire of the nations. The power of creation can-
not withhold Thee, nor can the might of possibilities prevent
Thee. Thou doest what Thou willest through Thy sovereignty
and ordainest what Thou pleasest through Thy command. Ver-
ily Thou art the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

My God, my God! Thou seest Thy loved ones and chosen
ones in the hands of those who have denied Thy proof, Thy
testimony and Thy signs. I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy
countenance, Thy traces and Thy mysteries to protect them
from the evil of Thine enemies. O Lord! Deliver them through
Thy power, might, grandeur and sovereignty. Then aid them
to perform deeds whereby their stations may be exalted among
Thy servants. Thou art He through Whose name the Kawthar
of life flowed from Thy Pen and the Euphrates of mercy and
bounty through Thy will and pleasure. I beseech Thee to or-
dain for us that which will draw us nigh unto Thee and benefit
us in all Thy worlds. Thou knowest what we have and we know
not what Thou hast. Verily Thou art the Truth, the Knower
of the unseen.

We ask and beseech the True One, exalted be His glory, to
reveal that which is hidden and treasured in the repositories
of His words, that all may inhale the sweet fragrances of the
utterance of the All-Merciful and turn from all created things
unto that which is with God. Soon will the signs and evidences
rend asunder the veils of the people, that all may attain unto
and be illumined by the splendors of the light of the Sun of
Revelation. Verily our Lord, the All-Merciful, is powerful over
whatsoever He willeth and He is the Hearer, the Answerer.
There is none other God but He, the Single, the One, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise.
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Glory and praise and remembrance be upon you and upon e s ;"p Je e P f.’é\ P :L(,J\
those who are with you and who hearken to your words con-

cerning the Cause of God, our Lord and your Lord and the
Lord of the mighty throne.

)S)JL:)‘&‘/\L';;’}C‘“{JF“

FE;J\ sA oy
BLIB_ Or15717.056, BRL_ DA#098x,
ADM3#061 p.077x, YIA.130-145

BHO00214

To: Ibn Asdaq (Hand of the Cause) et al.
Date: 1305-02-09 [1887-Oct-27]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord

Praise and glory befit that Incomparable Being Who revealed
the pearls of the ocean of wisdom and utterance, and by
them attracted pure and illumined hearts. His is the praise
and bounty, and His the grace and glory. Through His
all-embracing mercy and all-encompassing favor, He made
the companions of the kingdom of command and creation
aware of that station which is sanctified above decline and
extinction, and gave them tidings thereof. Glory be unto Him!
Glory be unto Him! We beseech Him to aid His servants in
two mighty matters after the recognition of His Sacred Being
and steadfastness therein: tears that fall through the fear of
God, and drops of blood that are shed in His path. These two
matters have ever been and will continue to be acceptable at
the Divine Throne. And when the second was forbidden, a
third took its place: the expenditure of one’s life in the path
of knowing Him, that one might know and make known.

I beseech Thee, O God of Names and Sovereign of the throne
and earth, by the blood that was shed in Thy path out of
longing for meeting Thee, and by the tears that fell through
fear of Thee, to make me and Thy loved ones ready to manifest

Thy Cause among Thy servants with wisdom and utterance.

There is no God but Thee, the Almighty, the Glorious, the
All-Bountiful. O Lord! Thou seest him who turned to Thee
in the early days and did mention Thee among the people. O
Lord! Aid him through Thy bounty and generosity to assist
Thy Cause with the hosts of remembrance and utterance, and

ordain for him that which will exalt him among Thy servants.

Verily, Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest, and
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in Thy grasp are the reins of the first and the last. Praise be
unto Thee, O God of the worlds.

O Lord! Thou seest Thy servant who desires to make mention
once again of him who traveled purely for Thy sake, to manifest
my love for him and my longing to remember him morning and
evening. O Lord! Make his tongue a sword to separate truth
from falsehood, his sight keen to witness Thy signs and lights,
and his feet firm as a mountain that neither the might of the
world nor the clamor of nations can shake. Then cause, O my
God, the tree of his being to be ignited with the fire of Thy
love, that it may burn away the veils of Thy creation and the
coverings of Thy servants. Verily, Thou art the Single, the One,
the Supreme, the Self-Subsisting.

And then, O beloved of my heart, thy noble letters arrived
repeatedly. Indeed, their repetition is desirable, for each is
adorned with the ornament of the love of the Beloved of
the worlds. The fragrance of sincerity wafts from them, and
the sweet savors of service and faithfulness spread therefrom.
Blessed is the ear that hath heard the call of God, the Lord
of Names and Creator of heaven. Each was a gate to the city
of love, affection, fellowship and unity. After their perusal,
reading, comprehension and inhaling their fragrance, they
were taken to the station of the Lord of all beings and were
presented before the Divine Throne, attaining the honor of
His attention. His word, exalted be His glory and universal
His bounty:

In My Name, through which those in the graves arose

The Book sent down by Him Who conversed on Sinai, when
He was established upon the Throne of Manifestation, unto
him who hath migrated unto God, the Almighty, the Self-
Subsisting, who hath attained the presence of His Countenance
and heard the Call when it was raised in truth, and who hath
attained that which was inscribed in the Books of God, the
Lord of what was and what shall be.

The Most Exalted Pen hath testified to thy turning unto Him,
thy presence before Him, and thy standing at the door which
hath been opened unto all who are in the invisible and visible
worlds. Blessed be thine ear, for it hath heard the strident
voice of My Pen; blessed be thine eye, for it hath beheld My
presence; and blessed be thy heart, for it hath turned unto
My praiseworthy station. Preserve that which thou hast been
given by God, then thank Him for this bounty which all the
treasures of the earth cannot equal.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Bl e SOl Shs 5 o) &
5 Ul G Dbl 621 5 S Ll
oy shchtwafaoﬁ d Gss
S 51y Jad) Lo ) Jor
5 SOl SO suslal \,\_,.x, o2 3
Wl S oo Y ot S el da
o2y A AL J’"“;‘ r"iy‘ loyo
Sl Sl i Gind Kol Slezts
Al S Shle ol
£l odl

5o dl lehsnas @515 st b
ﬁfbu}k«u‘uﬁaw\g.\.ﬁ)
o2 2 e Ol Cps w‘-)‘#
Wu\)\b;;wx.*&\)jtwu\)\
Jlals,dr\!\ Lo bl T s 03N d,b
it %»6\,,\;,61,&,»,;@\
Jw‘)&»)\.\a{);u\}:\:}}u:jﬁj
by plin doab plozil 5 Sl 5 23
Oy A B Oy S plel os5 ('w‘
g oo s D Jor 4 28 76 bl

J}:B‘L.BQ‘(‘G“J.LG-:‘S\M

YN TV R IA] f\@ 47 &
5 psd) Gagd) A1 A 2l e A1l
5 gkl @,\ 3l G\M\Ce,«,,nru,»
)QKLA&.))AN‘JG‘))MQ{LCJ\A
05 L

5 Sy 5 S LY as
o5l s o G o e g Sl s Sl
k Sl 5 B o o b S b
;,&;\duﬁg\d.s\umwpoij
\.xroﬁ.ﬂ\(-m\‘g.ﬂu» sl Lo Laasd

,Qus;uywuuw\

75



Vol. 84: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part I

BH00214

Illumine the hearts with the lights of My utterance, and the
eyes with the radiance of My countenance, and the souls with
that which hath shone forth and appeared from the horizon
of God, thy Lord, the Possessor of all existence. When thou
hast quaffed the choice wine of utterance from the hand of the
bounty of thy Lord, the All-Merciful, say: My God, my God!
Praise be unto Thee for having remembered me and for having
manifested unto me from the treasuries of Thy Most Exalted
Pen the pearls of wisdom and utterance. I beseech Thee by
Thy Most Great Signs, whereby the hearts of the Concourse
on High were attracted, and by Thy Word, through which
Thy mercy hath preceded all who are in earth and heaven, to
make me in all conditions one who speaketh Thy praise, who
guardeth Thy Cause, who supporteth Thy Faith, who placeth
his trust in Thee, and who committeth his affairs unto Thee.

How can I thank Thee, O my God, for Thy gifts which have
encompassed me from all directions, and for the effects of Thy
Pen which have attracted me from all regions? O Lord! Thou
seest me gazing toward the horizon of Thy good-pleasure and
desiring that which will cause me to dwell in Thy vicinity. O
Lord! My heart findeth no rest save beneath the canopies
of Thy grandeur, and my spirit findeth no repose except in
circling around Thee. I beseech Thee, O Thou by Whose com-
mand all created things appeared and all contingent beings
bowed down before it, to aid me in that which will cause Thy
Most Exalted Word to be upraised, and Thy manifestations to
appear in the kingdom of creation. Thou art He Whom the
might of the powerful cannot weaken, and Whom the force of
princes cannot hinder. Thou doest through Thy power what-
soever Thou willest. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the All-
Compelling, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O Son of My Name! Upon thee be My Glory! Thou hast
ever been and art remembered; the gaze of loving-kindness
is directed towards thee, and the waves of the Divine Ocean
of utterance have been and are being sent forth in the form
of letters, and likewise the pearls of wisdom emerging from
the shells of the Sea of Divine Knowledge have reached and
continue to reach thee. Beseech thou the True One, exalted be
His glory, to strengthen the power of vision that it may become
capable of beholding and may perceive that which hath been
manifested. Thou and the dwellers of the cities of truthfulness
have been and are witnesses that this Wronged One hath, from
the very beginning, arisen before the faces of men through
His all-compelling power and all-encompassing might and hath
drawn aside the veil; yet the heedless and ignorant servants
have arisen in opposition and have wrought that which hath
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caused the hearts of the near ones to be consumed and the
minds of them that are nigh unto God to be perturbed.

2 Say: O people! How long will ye wander in the wilderness of

error, and how long will ye remain heedless and unmindful of
the truth and of yourselves? The days are drawing to a close,
and yet ye behold yourselves in manifest error. Strive ye, that
perchance in these days of the Manifestation ye may drink from
the immortal Fountain and receive your portion of the sealed
Wine. This Wine at times appeareth in the form of fire, and at
others in the form of the resplendent light. It bestoweth eternal
life and conferreth everlasting love. Blessed are they who have
arisen to make good their losses and who have received their
portion from the Ocean of utterance of the Lord of all worlds.
Convey My greetings to the friends and give them the glad-
tidings of God’s grace. By the life of God! That which hath
been ordained for the steadfast ones is such that were it to be
revealed even to the extent of a needle’s eye, all who are in
the heavens and on earth would swoon away, except such as
God, the Lord of all worlds, hath willed. The glory shining
forth from the horizon of the heaven of My bounty be upon
thee and upon them that hearken unto thy words concerning
this Most Great Announcement and upon them that have held
fast unto the cord of unity by the command of God, the Lord
of creation, Who is manifest at the time of return.

O beloved of My heart! The hands of God’s loving-kindness,
exalted be His glory, are manifestly extended in outward ap-
pearance and imperceptibly spread forth in the inmost essence
through favors beyond recognition. The heaven of grace is up-
raised and the clouds of mercy are pouring down. A springtime
hath appeared which hath transformed stone into tree, and
from that tree is raised the cry “Is there any respite?” God is
My witness and the world My testimony that not for a moment
have the effulgences of the gaze of His loving-kindness been
withheld; yet ye behold how heedless are the servants, how ig-
norant, how veiled, and how debarred. The wrath of God hath
seized them, the might of God hath withheld them, as a rec-
ompense for their deeds, as a requital for their actions. When
a Cause whose fragrances have encompassed the world, whose
evidences have appeared before the faces of all, and whose
signs are above all other signs - what further Cause do they
await and what Manifestation do they seek? Say: Die in your
wrath! He hath appeared through Whose finger’s movement
all created things are set in motion. In truth, the words spoken
aforetime rest firm and established upon their throne, which
declare: “When the world becometh corrupt, the world as a
whole becometh corrupt.” All corruption hath proceeded from
those heedless souls - they have wrought that which the pen
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is powerless to describe and the tongue is impotent to recount,
while upon the pulpits they recite “soon shall they know.” Fie
upon them! Glory be to God! The highest of parties hath be-
come the lowest of parties, and the most profitable of religions
the most unprofitable of religions. Thus hath He made their
highest their lowest. We must hold fast to this blessed word
which hath flowed from the wellspring of the Supreme Pen. His
word, blessed and exalted be He: “Be patient, verily thy Lord
is the All-Patient.”

Concerning what was written about orientation towards the
Land of Qaf, praise be to God, every land is blessed with the
lights of the Most Great Luminary, even if limited to a sin-
gle soul. Woe unto those who have wished to extinguish this
lamp and put out this light - their very foundations mock them
though they perceive it not. After presentation before the Most
Holy Court, this supreme utterance appeared from the highest
horizon, blessed and exalted be His Word:

Upon thee be My glory, My loving-
kindness and My mercy which hath preceded all who are in
the heavens and on earth. Effort is the key, and in one station
the Kawthar of utterance floweth thus: whatsoever hath ap-
peared or shall appear on earth is by the will of God, exalted
be His glory, through the service and endeavor of His loved
ones. Divine confirmation and success have ever been and
shall ever be with you. However, these days require befitting
service and worthy deeds. Although from the beginning until
now, My Name, upon him be My glory, My loving-kindness
and My mercy, and you have heard in the path of the Goal
of all worlds that which was unworthy to be heard, and have
borne that which was heavier than all things in the world -
the tyranny of oppressors and the assault of aggressors did not
prevent you.

Now arise, through the power and might of God, exalted be His
glory, with such arising as may cause the steadfastness of other
souls. The ocean of utterance surgeth at all times, and the rays
of the Sun of bounty shine resplendent before the faces of the
world. The Mother Book speaketh without veil or covering.
From a single Point, that Point manifesteth the knowledge of
the first and the last. Fach letter thereof is a treasure wherein
are concealed the pearls of wisdom and utterance of the Goal of
all worlds. No cloud can veil this Sun, nor can the oppression
of tyrants or the doubts of the suspicious prevent this light
from shining.

7 Today the call of the All-Merciful is raised from the Kingdom

of utterance. Moses crieth out “By my Lord, I have attained!”
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and Abraham uttereth “My Lord, forgive!” Yet the deeds of
men are as a thick veil, preventing their ears from hearing and
their eyes from seeing. We beseech God to assist thee that thou
mayest cleanse eyes from inflammation with the collyrium of
divine wisdom.

O Son of My Name! With complete detachment take hold of
the keys to hearts and minds - these are the Words of God,
exalted be His glory. Every door hath been and shall be
opened thereby, and every city hath been and shall be con-
quered thereby. He is the bearer of the Crimson Standard,
upon which is inscribed by the Pen of Creation the blessed
word “The Truth hath come.” The mention of crimson in this
station referreth to the manifestation and appearance of the
word “Verily He is God,” not to war and bloodshed. The
Kawthar of life floweth from the right hand of the Throne of
the All-Merciful, yet seekers are scarce and non-existent. We
beseech God to create in the utterance of His loved ones such
influence as may transform hearts and minds. The Command
is in God’s hands, the Possessor of the Unseen and the Seen.

The rain of mercy descendeth in such measure that man can-
not undertake to describe it. Especially for this evanescent
one, verses of Divine glory are revealed night and day, yet the
people have been so seized by heedlessness and the ornaments
of the world that one despaireth of their awareness and knowl-
edge, unless the Hand of Divine education bestoweth a grace
and delivereth the people from the ocean of heedlessness and
ignorance. Verily, He is powerful over all things.

That which ye have written concerning the friends of God
in Khalaj-Abad, and in the village of ‘A.B. (‘Abdu’r-Rahim),
and Ha and Mim, and Mizajgerd, and Salih-Abad, and Asad-
Abad, and Sahnih, was laid before Our presence; and these
verses were sent down from the heaven of loving-kindness. He—
blessed and exalted be He—hath spoken:

O son of My Name! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-
kindness. The cities and lands through which thou didst pass
have each, in the Most Great Presence, been remembered by
the mention of the Lord of Destiny, and have been adorned
with the glance of favour. And all those souls whom thou hast
named have alike been honoured by the traces of the Supreme
Pen. We announce unto them the glad tidings of My bounty,
and make mention of them through verses wherewith the books
of the world can never compare. Blessed is he that attaineth
unto them, and recognizeth their station, and acteth according
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to that which hath been sent down therein from One Who is
All-Knowing, All-Wise.

2 Blessed is the servant whose name hath been remembered in

the presence of the Countenance; and blessed the land that
hath been illumined by the lights of the utterance of its Lord,
the All-Forgiving, the Most Bountiful. This is the Day whereon
the days themselves have bowed down, and there hath ap-
peared that around which the Concourse on high and the in-
mates of Paradise have ever circled, at dawn and at eventide.
We beseech God to enable them to arise for the succour of His
Cause, and to ordain for them that which shall make them
strong, in such wise that the power of the oppressors shall not
weaken them. The days shall pass, and the world shall perish;
but glory and exaltation and sovereignty shall abide for the
loved ones of God, the Mighty, the All-Praised.

Listen with thy Persian tongue to the divine call raised from
the direction of the Prison. Take that whereby My Cause shall
be exalted and whereby the sanctification of My Being shall be
manifested among My servants and the purification of My Self
shall appear among My creatures. Thus doth command thee
He in Whose possession is a perspicuous Book. The Trusted
One, upon him be the glory of God and His loving-kindness,
hath repeatedly made mention of the friends in the land of Kh.
and H. and other regions, and wondrous, transcendent verses
have been revealed and sent down for the names mentioned. He
hath repeatedly made mention of Aqa Siyyid ‘Ali, upon him
be My glory. Praise be to God, they are known by the name
of Truth and are steadfast in service. The small house had not
and hath not the capacity to contain the manifestation and
emergence of the sun, let alone the lights of the deeds of those
who are nigh, the sincere ones, and the detached ones. In truth,
the expanse of the world is too confined for the appearance of
these stations as they truly are. We beseech the True One to
reveal even as much as the eye of a needle of that which is
hidden. He is the Powerful, the Mighty. God shall soon reveal
the stations of His friends and shall exalt their mention among
the peoples. Verily, He doth not suffer the reward of the doers
of good to be lost.

We make mention of the friends in Kermanshah, that they may
rejoice in God’s remembrance and His loving-kindness. Verily
Ibrahim committed that which caused the Supreme Paradise
to lament. When he saw the idolaters he said, “I am with you
and follow in your footsteps,”
divine unity he said likewise. But God forgave him as a mercy
and bounty from His presence, for He is the All-Forgiving, the
All-Generous. In the beginning he was united with one of the

and when he saw the believers in
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heedless ones. We have veiled his sin and what he did in his
vain life. We beseech God to assist His servants in that which
He loves and is pleased with.

We make mention of all the friends in that land and ask God
to sanctify each one from whatsoever was and is unworthy of
His days. O My friends! Today is the day of assistance, and
the hosts that aid the Cause have ever been and shall ever be
goodly character, pure deeds, wisdom and utterance. Hold fast
unto these, detached from all that God loves not. Thus does
the Supreme Pen command you by His leave, and He is the
True Counsellor, the Trustworthy.

26 Arise to assist the Truth with unity and harmony, and in the

Name of God, glorified be His majesty, bestow upon the ser-
vants the Kawthar of utterance. The love of God has been and
ever shall be the educator of all things. How many souls who
never saw a school have, through divine love, attained such
station that the rivers of wisdom have flowed from their hearts
and tongues. Strive that perchance ye may succeed in that
which shall endure and remain immortalized in God’s Book.

My God, my God! The Wronged One bears witness to Thy
unity and oneness, and that Thou hast no peer, no partner,
and no minister. Thou hast sent down Thy grace and revealed
the treasures of Thy utterance. I beseech Thee by the Point
through which the books of the world were detailed, and by
Thy Command which held sway over the nations, and by the
waves of the ocean of Thy knowledge, and the effulgences of
the Sun of Thy wisdom, to assist Thy loved ones to act in ac-
cordance with what Thou hast commanded them in Thy Book.
Then send down upon them from the heaven of Thy bounty
the rain of Thy mercy. Verily, Thou art powerful over what
Thou willest. There is no God but Thee, the All-Compelling,
the Self-Subsisting.

; That which was revealed encompassed the world with its mercy
and seized it with its rapture. Blessed are they who attain
unto this station. The stone has no share in the station of
the pearl, nor has the bitter water any partnership with the
sweet sea. By night and day the Supreme Pen flows forth as
a bounty upon His loved ones and servants. Specifically for
the friends in Asadabad, two years ago there was revealed that
which perfumed the world with its fragrance. According to
reports it did not reach its intended recipients, having fallen
into the hands of a thief on the way who took it. The pur-
pose is that the friends of God, exalted be His glory, have ever
been and shall ever be mentioned before the Throne. The ser-
vant gives them glad tidings of His favors, informs them of His
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bounties, acquaints them with His gifts, and makes mention
to them of the heaven of His generosity and the luminary of
His grace. Likewise, I beseech for each one that which will
cause the exaltation of God’s Cause, glorified be His majesty.
Should any of the friends arise with determination and hold
fast to that which attracts hearts, numerous souls would turn
to the Supreme Horizon. Today the loftiness and sublimity of
God’s Word is manifest from every city and the radiance of
the light of His Cause is dawning. Therefore most are found
receptive to the Word. This depends on the determination of
the friends. The servant asks his Lord to grant them success,
assist them, draw them nigh, and ordain for them the good of
this world and the next. Verily He is the Lord of all created
things, the Lord of the Throne on high and of the earth below.

In the previous letter and manuscript from that Beloved One,
a book was received from that spiritual enraptured lady, upon
her be the Glory of God and His favors, which she had written
in proof of this Most Great Cause and Mighty Announcement.
It attained the honor of being read in His presence, after which
He bestowed it upon the people of the household, saying: “The
dove of her utterance has warbled, and the tongue of her heart
has spoken. Blessed is she, and joy be unto her! She has
witnessed, acknowledged and confessed that which the Tongue
of Grandeur had spoken before the creation of all things. God
has inspired her heart with that from which has flowed the
fountain of wisdom and utterance in this Cause, at which the
limbs of the mighty have trembled. We beseech God to assist
her and grant her success at all times in that which befitteth
His days. He is the Helper, the Generous.” Give her My glad-
tidings and remind her on My behalf, for I am the All-Knowing
Rememberer. We make mention of My handmaidens there,
give them glad-tidings through My verses and remind them
through My words. We beseech God, exalted be He, to ordain
for each one of them that which shall abide with them in every
world of His worlds. Verily, He is powerful over all things.

I conclude My words with mention of the Leaf of Paradise,
whom We have mentioned in the Crimson Tablet from My
Most Exalted Pen, and in various tablets, scrolls, epistles and
books beyond number save by God, the Numberer, the All-
Knowing.

The ocean has come and carried away the drop; the sun has
come and encompassed the atom. In truth, each letter of these
illumined letters has been and is the enlightener of the world,
the quickener of the world, the attractor of the world, and the
mover of the world. In this case, the servant has no power to
make mention or utterance. However, since this leaf is from
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His garden and this drop from His river, therefore according
to his capacity and station he has wished to make mention of
the friends of God. God is witness and testifier that each one
is treasured and preserved in the heart - that is, their mention
and their love. We beseech God, our Lord, the Lord of earth
and heaven, to aid them to perform such deeds before which all
deeds shall bow down, and to manifest such virtues by which
the horizons shall be adorned. I conclude these words at this
time with remembrance, glorification, glory and praise upon
your honor and upon those who are with you and who love
you for the sake of God, our Lord and your Lord, the Lord of
the Mighty Throne and the Lord of the Exalted Seat.

The servant 9th of the month of Safar 1305
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To: Mulla Ali Akbar Shahmirzadi (Haji Akhund), in Tihran
Date: 1305-02-09 [1887-Oct-27]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord!

This lowly servant is bewildered and perplexed as to what he
should mention, whom he should describe and praise. The
True One, exalted be His glory, is assuredly sanctified above
the description of all else and is holy and detached from the
mention of aught else. Therefore, this station returns to the
words of the Book and the letters of the words, which are the
source of remembrances, the dawning-places of attributes, and
the rising-points of divine laws and commandments. For they
are the spreaders of the Cause and the helpers and supporters
of the servants from God, the Lord of creation. Thus did praise
and glorification first reflect upon the second. In this station,
those souls who have drunk from the Kawthar of certitude
and have arisen with complete assurance to exalt the Word
have been and are worthy and deserving of description, praise,
mention, and glorification.

Glorified art Thou, O Revealer of verses and Manifester of
clear signs! How can this servant make mention of one who
has arisen to serve Thy Cause, to aid Thee in Thy lands, to
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promote Thy laws in Thy realm, and to reform Thy servants
who did not arise in Thy days and did not turn to Thy hori-
zon? Heedlessness prevented them from turning to the lights
of Thy countenance and from standing before the gate of Thy
grandeur, and they received the recompense of their deeds on a
day wherein Thou didst reveal the mysteries of Thy Book and
the waves of the ocean of Thy utterance. O my Lord! Thou
seest that this servant desired to make mention of one of Thy
loved ones who turned to Thee on a day wherein Thy sweet-
est call was raised and the shrill voice of Thy Most Exalted
Pen was heard. I testify, O my God, that the servant, in mak-
ing mention of him, desired naught but to show his love and
submission to Thy loved ones and chosen ones whom the veils
of the world did not prevent from turning to Thee and from
delivering Thy Cause, which Thou hast made the king of all
deeds through Thy will and purpose. O God! Send Thy bless-
ings upon him and upon those who have made their sleep and
wakefulness, their rising and sitting, their motion and stillness
for the sake of Thy Most Glorious Face and Thy Most Great
and Most Exalted Announcement. Send down upon him, O my
God, from the heaven of Thy bounty the rain of Thy mercy
and loving-kindness. Then provide him at all times with the
table of Thy knowledge and the blessing of utterance through
Thy generosity and munificence. O my Lord! He is the one
who hastened to the Most Great Ocean, Thy Great Announce-
ment, and Thy Straight Path. I beseech Thee, O my God, by
Thy pervading Command and Thy decisive Judgment, to assist
him in all conditions to spread Thy commandments and laws
with wisdom and utterance. Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the
Mighty, the Bestower.

And further: while I was dwelling in that place and writing
down the verses of our Lord, the All-Merciful, a bearer of glad-
tidings entered. I saw in his face the radiance of Glory, and in
his hand was a letter. Itook it and opened it, and found therein
that which neither the fragrance of the world nor what the
nations possess of flowers, blossoms, and perfumes could equal.
For what exists in the world is attributed to it and to those
who dwell therein, but the servant found that it was attributed
to the garment of the Desired One and to the sweet-scented
flowers of the garden of utterance of one of His chosen ones.
When I read and understood it, I set out for the Most Exalted
Paradise and flew on the wings of longing until I arrived and
attained and presented it. Then the Tongue of Grandeur spoke
that before which bowed the necks of the fair-minded and the
heads of the believers. His blessed and exalted Word is:

5 He is the All-Witnessing, the All-Informed.
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The Book hath come from the Wronged One, and with it My
bountiful grace, the Kawthar of Mine utterance, the chalice
of My knowledge and the ocean of My bounty which surgeth
before the faces of My servants and My creatures, that he who
loveth Me may be drawn by the fragrances of My Revelation
and the breezes of the Dayspring of My manifestation to a
station wherein He Who conversed with God was established
upon the Throne of Revelation, and wherein the Point of the
Bayan declared: “Praise be unto Thee, O Thou Who art the
Goal of the mystics and the Beloved of the sincere ones.” God
hath made this most exalted Station, this supreme Summit,
sanctified above all names, yet the people are in manifest doubt.
The very stones cry out, and the dust glorifieth God, the Lord
of all worlds. The evidences have appeared and the signs have
encompassed the dwellers of earth and heaven, yet the people
remain in strange delusion. They hear the Call, yet deny it;
they behold the signs, yet turn away from them. These, verily,
are among the most lost in My mighty Book.

O ‘Ali-Akbar! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness.
The tale of vain imaginings hath again been told, and the peo-
ple of the Bayan speak as spoke the people of the Furqan from
among the divines of Persia and their followers, who violated
God’s Covenant and Testament, disbelieved in His proof, and
disputed His signs, until they pronounced against Him that
which caused the countenances in the most exalted Paradise
to pale, and the Supreme Paradise to lament with the lament
of the bereaved. Thus doth My Most Exalted Pen recount unto
thee in this sublime station. We have found them more lost
than the former people. To this beareth witness the Mother
Book which speaketh the truth, to the shame of those who
have denied this supreme grace.

The servant who was present hath brought thy letter. We have
heard its contents and have answered thee in such wise that
from every letter of My words thou shalt find the fragrance of
My loving-kindness and My mercy, which have encompassed
all who are in the heavens and on earth. Thou wert remem-
bered by the Wronged One in the earliest days when the people
were behind the veil. When the light shone forth from the hori-
zons of all lands, they came forth with swords of hatred and
committed that which the tongues of the eloquent are power-
less to recount. When thou art illumined by the lights of Mine
utterance and hast attained the presence of My Tablet, say:

My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having honored me
with Thy presence and given me to drink of the Kawthar of Thy
reunion, and for having caused me to turn toward Thy most
exalted horizon on a day wherein all mankind turned away
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from Thee save those whom the hand of Thy will and purpose
had delivered. I beseech Thee, O Thou Who bestoweth all
gifts and quickeneth the nations, by Thy Most Great Name
through which the limbs of all names trembled and the hearts
of all who dwell in the realm of creation were shaken, to grant
me the bounty of Thy presence yet again. Alas, alas, O Thou
Who art my Goal and the Goal of all who are in Thy heaven
and earth, for what hath befallen Thee at the hands of Thy
creatures and the people of Thy realm! By Thy might, O
Lord of all names and Creator of heaven! Hearts have melted
by reason of what hath befallen Thee through the tyranny of
Thine enemies who claim to be of the Bayan, yet perpetrate
what causeth its Revealer, its Sovereign, and its Sender to
lament. O Lord! Relieve the anguish of Thy loved ones through
Thy bounty and generosity, and transform their sorrow into
supreme joy, and their weakness into Thy power and might. O
my God! The fire of separation from Thee hath consumed me,
and Thy remoteness and my banishment from Thy presence
have destroyed me. I beseech Thee by the waves of the ocean
of Thy mercy and the lights of the Sun of Thy utterance to
ordain for me that which shall gladden my heart and the hearts
of Thy chosen ones who have believed in Thee and Thy signs,
and whom neither the swords of Thy creatures nor the darts
of the oppressors among Thy creation have deterred. Verily
Thou art powerful to do what Thou willest, and in Thy grasp
are the reins of all who are in the heavens and on earth.

Praise be to God! The oceans of loving-kindness are manifest,
the stream of mercy is flowing, and the Kawthar of utterance is
evident. O beloved of my heart! Man is bewildered and amazed
at what has come to pass, for the people of the Bayan have
clung to the practices of the former people. The same names
have appeared and the same utterances. At times they speak
of alteration and are commanded to avoid meeting and turning
towards [Him]. Surely the verse “they thrust their fingers in
their ears” is before His blessed vision. There is no need for
elaboration. Whatever indicates and proves the manifestation
of Truth, they claim has been altered. Those who are veiled
from the root of the Cause have risen in opposition.

Glory be to God! They have denied the ocean of divine verses.
The rain is pouring before their faces, yet still they cling to re-
jection and denial. Do they not consider what was the fruit of
the Shi’ih’s deeds for twelve hundred years and what became
of it? These souls too have desired to occupy themselves with
vain imaginings like the former people. The atoms of creation
are bewildered by these deluded, ignorant souls. They do not
reflect for a moment upon the matters which were mentioned
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from pulpits for twelve hundred years regarding the Manifes-
tation - what became of them? From whom were those calum-
nies? From whom were those lies? Now again Mirza Hadi
Dawlat-Abadi and his like are casting forth exactly the same
matters as before. Where is that power and might that rolled
up the carpet of names? Where are the steadfast ones? Where
are the firm ones? Where are those who stand firm? In truth
these people were not and are not worthy of this Most Great
Revelation and the Great Announcement. They have ever been
worshippers of idols, that is, their leaders. Now Hadi has be-
come the leader. “Soon will he lead his people to the abode
of perdition.” God, the Exalted, the Great, speaks the truth.
Would that they had attained to justice and fairness and held
fast to a balance. We must ask from the Truth that which is
the cause and means of guidance and salvation for the world.
The recompense of deeds will bring about strange events and
remarkable occurrences. The Command is in His hand. He
doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth. He is
the Single, the One, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

My God, my God! Have mercy upon Thy weak servants, then
send down upon them that which will draw them nigh unto Thy
most exalted station. O Lord! Vain imaginings have prevented
them from turning unto Thee and entering the depths of the
ocean of Thy oneness. I beseech Thee by the power that hath
encompassed all created things and by the might before which
all possibilities have bowed down, that Thou assist Thy weak
servants to turn unto Thee and to behold the lights of Thy
countenance. Thou art He to Whose forgiveness, generosity
and mercy all things have testified. Aid Thy servants through
Thy bounty, Thy favors and Thy might, O Thou Goal of the
world! Shouldst Thou regard their deservedness, Thou wouldst
decree for them eternal existence in the fire. I beseech Thee, O
Ocean of Giving and Sovereign of Names, by the heaven of Thy
mercy, the sun of Thy forgiveness and the sea of Thy pardon.
Verily Thou art the Single, the One, the Compassionate, the
Forgiving, the Merciful. Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of Lords,
and thanksgiving be unto Thee, O Thou Who speakest in the
Final Return.

In truth, this servant acknowledges his negligence, as for a long
time the response to that beloved one’s letter has been delayed.
This confession itself merits forgiveness. I hope that henceforth
there will be no neglect. The great glad tidings are that in the
days when ordinances were being revealed from the heaven of
the will of the Lord of all beings, some were sent and some were,
as commanded, taken from the Book. Among these was the
prayer, until at this time before His countenance He turned to
me and said: “We desire to bestow Our favor once again upon
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‘Ali-Qabl-i-Akbar, upon him be My glory. Send the verses that
were revealed in previous years specifically concerning prayer,
and write that by the life of God, its fragrances will attract
the lovers, move those who are still, awaken the heedless, and
bestow life upon the fair-minded. However, firstly, one should
perform it whenever one finds in oneself a state of devotion
and humility; secondly, in the morning, at noon, and in the
evening; and thirdly, from noon to noon.” End.

In truth, this passage is a mighty favour and a great bounty.
Another glad-tiding—verily betokening the heaven of loving-
kindness, the ocean of bestowal, and the radiant generosity of
the Sovereign of existence—is this: that the Sun of permission,
on this blessed night, when the hour is one and a half, hath
dawned from the horizon of the heaven of the Cause of God.
Happy are ye therefor, and may it be sweet unto you! Have
we, too, a share in this portion? Yea, our share is the presence
of that Beloved and of this servant beneath the shadow of the
domes of the mercy of God—glorified be His majesty. Yet
hath He made that permission contingent upon wisdom. That
beloved spiritual one must, in all conditions, keep his gaze
fixed upon the standard of wisdom, that all the servants may
follow his example and act accordingly. Who is able to reckon
the showers of His mercy, or the billows of the ocean of His
loving-kindness? Nay, by the life of the True One! We are all
powerless; we are all confessing; we are all acknowledging.

5 I request that you convey greetings and salutations to the

friends in that land on behalf of this evanescent servant. By
the life of our Lord! They have always been and are in my
thoughts. I beseech God to make each one a banner of guid-
ance and a standard of glory, so that each may, with complete
certitude and faith, hold fast to that which will cause the ex-
altation of the Word of God and their own stations. Let them
consider the time precious and not lose hold of the spiritual
sustenance. Today man is capable of deeds that were and are
impossible for anyone else afterward. How excellent is what
was spoken before: “What can I say when not a vein of mine is
sober?” It is better and more pleasant that I bring this burden
to an end. Glory and praise and honor be upon your honor,
and upon those with you, and upon those who hear your words
concerning the Cause of God, our Lord and your Lord and the
Lord of all who are in the heavens and earths. Praise be to
God, the Lord of the worlds.

The servant 9th of Safar 1305
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BHO01432

To: Haji Mirza Haydar Ali Isfahani
Date: 1305-02-09 [1887-Oct-27]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord

Praise befitteth the most impregnable, most holy court of the
Desired One, Who deriveth neither benefit nor harm from the
acceptance of them that turn towards Him or the rejection of
them that turn away. He hath ever been the Wronged One,
and for this reason the outward means of power have been
withheld. Justice hath in most days been concealed by the
transgressions of tyranny. The delay of chastisement hath em-
boldened the wolves. Glory be unto Thee, O my Lord, my God,
and my Master! I beseech Thee by Thy greatest signs and the
manifestations of Thy power in the kingdom of creation to pro-
tect Thy loved ones and chosen ones from the oppression of
Thy servants, the evil of Thy bondsmen, and the tyranny of
them that are in Thy lands. O Lord! Thou seest them between
the fangs of wolves, inasmuch as they have taken to themselves
no helper other than Thee and no protector besides Thee. Or-
dain for them that which shall render them among those who
know no fear and on whom no sorrow shall fall.

And further: the numerous letters which your honor sent to
the friends in the Prison Land arrived and were presented be-
fore the countenance of the Lord of the worlds. Praise be to
God that your deeds are accepted and each letter was honored
to be heard, with expressions of favor shining forth from all di-
rections. Praise be to God that they have attained to a station
adorned with the good-pleasure of God, exalted be His glory.

The first matter is that, as commanded, moderation must be
shown towards his honor M.Q. and his like. If he is faithful, he
hath held fast and continueth to hold fast to the cord of divine
love. For a time he dwelt in the vicinity, and countless favors
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were shown unto him. Thereafter, the heart is in God’s hand;
He turneth it how He willeth.

5 This servant is greatly perplexed regarding S., whom may God

assist. This servant believeth that in all conditions they are
helpers of the oppressed and breakers of the might of the ag-
gressors. Now, due to the friends’ rejection of corruption, they
have become disturbed and may support the enemies to take
revenge upon you and alert you. O ‘Ali-Qabl-i-Ha, a thousand
swords falling upon the Wronged One would be more beloved
and preferable than the slightest harm befalling the friends.
We beseech God to assist His loved ones in that which He
loveth and is pleased with.

End. Keep these words concealed, for should he see them, he
would become utterly hopeless, and this would be contrary to
wisdom. If it were possible without corruption for his honor S.
to become satisfied through some means, this would be beloved.
God is my witness, and the heaven and all within it bear testi-
mony that from the beginning of the Cause until now, bound-
less love hath been shown towards them. Even now I hope
that God will make them aware so they may arise to render
assistance - that is, protect the friends from the evil of the
antagonists and deniers.

If his honor S. is not in agreement with you, your presence in
the designated place with the Writings is not permitted. Re-
garding his honor A.B. about whom you wrote, the condition of
this land is different from before and hath changed. Heavenly
blessings have been withheld. His honor Aqga Muhammad-‘Ali
hath not had and doth not have this much, but as commanded,
speak with his honor Amin; perchance he may be able to do
what is necessary.

Another submission: Some copies of the Most Holy, Most Glo-
rious Tablet of Javad were sent in the revealed handwriting
without names. They may write the name of whomever they
deem advisable and give it to them. However, were it men-
tioned that new names have been written, this would surely
cause extinction and grief; therefore its mention is not permit-
ted. The omission of names in this land hath been for two
reasons, which shall be mentioned later - that is, God willing,
and if respite is found.

Due to the profusion of writing, there hath not been and is not
opportunity to submit more than this. I cling to the cord of
your honor’s forgiveness. Convey greetings and salutations on
my behalf to the friends of that land. I beseech God to make
them steadfast with such steadfastness that they may see all
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else but God as non-existent. Tell them that if an apparatus
like that of the previous party is established, its fruit will surely
be like the fruit of the Day of Requital, when all engaged in
cursing and execrating the Truth. Lo! The curse of God be
upon the wrongdoing people.

Salutations, remembrance, and glory be upon your honor and
upon them that hearken unto your words and love you for the
sake of our Lord, the Almighty, the All-Compelling, the Self-
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BHO03852

To: Javad

Date: 1305-02-09 [1887-Oct-27]

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Informed. PUHIRNEY »

The Wronged One hath heard thy call and turneth unto thee
from the prison-realm, responding with a Tablet which, when it
dawned from the heaven of utterance, caused all other tablets
to bow before it. This is the Day wherein the Book speaketh,
summoning all unto the Mighty, the Bestower. Blessed is he
who hath heard the Call and turned unto it, and woe unto
every heedless doubter.

Give thanks unto God for having remembered thee in prison
when He was in the hands of the wicked ones who denied God’s
proof and testimony and disputed His verses when He came
from the heaven of manifestation with power and sovereignty.

Say: O people of the earth! The Lord of Names hath come
with a Cause against which all the armies of the world can-
not prevail. Fear ye God and follow not every denying infidel.
Abandon what is on earth and take hold of what ye have been

commanded by God, the Lord of Lords.

5 Say: O people of the Bayan! By what proof did ye believe in

the Primal Point and before Him in Muhammad, the Messen-
ger of God, yet by what evidence do ye deny Him Who hath
come from the Kingdom of verses? Be fair, O people, regard-
ing God’s proof and testimony, and follow not the sources of
fancy and vain imaginings. They have turned away from the
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Countenance and pronounced judgment against the Point of
the Bayan with such tyranny as hath caused the cities of jus-
tice and fairness to tremble. By God’s life! All the books of
the world cannot compare with what hath been sent down - to
this testifieth the Mother Book which is with Him.

; When thou hast drunk the choice wine of My utterance from

the cups of My words, say: My God, my God! Praise be to
Thee for having guided me to the Dayspring of Thy Revelation,
the Dawning-Place of Thy Cause and the Manifestation of Thy
Self. T beseech Thee by the movement of Thy Most Exalted Pen
and by Thy Finger, O Lord of all beings, to make me steadfast
in this Cause whereby the limbs of all names have quaked and
all things have proclaimed: The Kingdom belongeth unto God,
the Lord of all Religions.
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BHO05084

To: Haji Mlik Husayn Ayn Ta, in Tihran
Date: 1305-02-09 [1887-Oct-27]

I observe from the Most Exalted Horizon.

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him, and He
Who hath come with the truth is indeed the Hidden Treasure
and the Concealed Mystery through Whom the ocean of life
surged in creation and the horizon of proof was illumined by
the Sun of certitude. He is the One in Whose praise the Books
of God, the All-Possessing, the Self-Subsisting, have spoken.
Blessed art thou for having hearkened unto the call of the
Wronged One and turned unto God, the Lord of the seen and
the unseen.

Thy name was mentioned in the Book of one of My Afnan,
and We have revealed unto thee this Tablet to whose greatness
the atoms testify, and beyond them is preserved with Him a
Protected Tablet. How many were the learned who awaited My
days, yet when the promise was fulfilled and I revealed Myself,
they turned away, following vain imaginings and idle fancies.
Blessed is the learned one who hath uttered My Name and
arisen to serve My Cause, and hath attained unto My choice-
sealed wine. The Concourse on high and they that circle round
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the Throne shall pray for him, as bidden by God, the Mighty,
the All-Loving.

Hold fast unto the Book of God, then act according to what
is therein, and take hold of the hem of His Name, the All-
Forgiving. He forgiveth whomsoever He willeth as a token
of His grace, and ordaineth through His Most Exalted Pen
for whomsoever He desireth that which the treasures of earth
cannot equal. Glorify thy Lord with praise and say: Thine
be the glory, O Lord of Names, and Thine be the bounty and
bestowals, for having guided me unto Thy path, acquainted
me with Thy Cause, and revealed unto me that whereby eyes
are cheered.
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To: Mirza Abdullah Falah from Sad et al., in Baghdad
Date: 1305-02-16 [1887-Nov-3]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Glory and the Power!

2 Praise and glory be to the Lord of all horizons and the ab-
solutely Worshipped One, Who ordained death as a gateway
to attainment and meeting. Outwardly it brings forth agi-
tation and produces sorrow, anxiety and grief. However, by
God’s knowledge, it is the greatest means for reunion and the
supreme cause for attainment - that is, the attainment of the
lights of the revelations of His Will and Purpose. Otherwise,
“No vision can grasp Him, but His grasp is over all vision; He
is the Most Subtle, the All-Aware.”

At one time the Lord uttered this supreme word: If the sta-
tions of the believers, the sincere ones, and those endowed with
certitude were to be revealed to the people of the world, even
to the extent of a needle’s eye, all would prefer death to life and
hasten to the Supreme Companion. Glory be to God! Death
in His love becomes the cause of eternal life and everlasting ex-
istence. Where are the lovers, that they might hear from the
tongue of the Lord that which would cause bodies, let alone
spirits, to take flight? In the hardship of death are ordained
comforts, and in its torment is concealed an enduring paradise.
Blessed is he who attains to a rest that neither centuries can
alter nor ages change. For those possessed of certitude, this
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transfer is the cause of entry into the supreme paradise and
the reason for blessings which none but God can enumerate.

My God, my God! I beseech Thee by the cry of the lovers
and the yearning of the longing ones to aid Thy loved ones
in the stations of affliction and separation to exercise beauti-
ful patience and noble forbearance. O Lord! Make known to
them that which was hidden from sight and concealed from the
vision of the righteous. Then I beseech Thee, O Ordainer of
death and life, to unveil for Thy loved ones what Thou hast
concealed from others, and open before their faces the gates of
revelation and presence. Verily, Thou art the One with power
over whatsoever Thou willest. There is no God but Thee, the

All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful.

5 Thereafter, thy spiritual letter arrived at a most propitious

moment, when the Sacred Being was about to ascend to His
final station. It brought boundless joy, and likewise boundless
sorrow, for it bore tidings of the ascension of that Bird of
Divine Knowledge to the nest of the Divine Word. God is
My witness and the Knower of all things, that this lowly one
was outwardly grieved to such an extent that none but God
is aware, and likewise was filled with such joy that neither
pen nor utterance can describe it. For I heard from my Lord
and Master - and sweet indeed are His words - at the time
of His ascension: “He was adorned with the love of God and
illumined with the lights of His oneness, and the Concourse on
High perceived from him the fragrance of the love of God, the
Lord of all beings.”

After reading and reflecting upon this, and yearning for ascen-
sion in these days, it was presented before His countenance,
whereupon He said: “O Abdullah! Upon thee be the Glory of
God and His peace. There hath come upon you what came
upon this Exile upon first entering the prison. Yet the firm
decree of God and His irrevocable judgment ordaineth fire for
the wicked and light for the righteous. Were all the world to
become pens, and all the heavens and earth a tablet, and all
the seas ink, they could not describe the station of them that
have recognized His unity, nor the blessings specially ordained
for them. Exalted be His glory and magnificent His favors!
Yet separation and parting bring sorrow to man. It is clear
and evident that after the companionship of months and years,
separation and banishment become the cause of grief and an-
guish.

“O Abdullah! Thy sorrow hath grieved Me, as hath the sorrow
of one of My handmaidens and one of My leaves. Verily, he
who hath ascended hath taken shelter beneath the canopies of
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the mercy of his Lord, and dwelleth in communion with God’s
chosen ones and trusted ones in an exalted Paradise. We be-
seech God, the Lord of the mighty throne and the elevated
seat, by the hosts of revelation and inspiration, by the waves
of the ocean of His utterance and the effulgences of the orb
of His bounty, to send down upon him at every moment a
mercy from His presence, a gift from His own Self, and a table
spread from His side, to adorn him with the ornament of for-
giveness and generosity, to accept what he hath wrought in His
path, to record for him the reward of attaining His verses and
manifestations, and to give him to drink of the Kawthar and
Salsabil. He, verily, is the Guide of the Way and the Revealer
of the Proof. There is no God but He, the Single, the One, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy.”

How blessed and pleasing it is for him, for he hath attained
unto that for which the world was brought into being and
emerged from nothingness into existence. After the news ar-
rived, all the dwellers of the pavilion of glory and chastity were
overcome with grief. However, after the manifestation of the
Master’s favors and the unveiling of that which was hidden, all
became joyful and besought from God, exalted be His glory,
bounty, mercy, generosity, grace and kindness for the deceased,
forgiven, and righteous one. Especially for the elevated leaf,
his mother, each one showed extraordinary kindness. These
are signs and proofs of the loftiness of station of that elevated
one, upon him be God’s peace, mercy and loving-kindness. At
this moment, for some reason, being admitted to His presence,
He said:

O servant in attendance! We wish to mention My handmaiden
and the mother of one who has ascended unto God—a compan-
ion who arose to serve Me. O leaf, hear thou the call of the
Wronged One and be not sorrowful. We love patience and en-
join upon thee gracious patience. The world hath ever been
and shall remain the abode of separation, and this separation
hath been and is the cause of a mighty reunion. For every
parting a meeting is ordained, and for every exile a return is
decreed. The world is a realm of tribulation and woe. What
nobleman hath it not brought low? Days and nights, and like-
wise diverse hues and scattered things, all bear witness to its
change and transformation. The graves unceasingly proclaim:
O dwellers of palaces, forget me not. Strive ye, that through
the grace of God, exalted be His glory, ye may bring with you
what is required. Death appeareth in every form and calleth
out: O possessors of life, let not the colors of the world deceive
you and make you heedless of me. Consider the palace of Khos-
roes, and likewise the Khavarnaq and Sadir of Nu’'man. The
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spider hath made its abode in the place of kings and drawn its
curtains, and the owl reigneth supreme.

O handmaiden of God, cleave unto the truth and be intimate
with Him. One word of His words cannot be equaled by all the
riches of the world. Though most deem the world false and
deceitful, yet in the sight of God it is true and faithful. At every
moment it showeth forth its own annihilation and bringeth its
changes to pass before all eyes. The realm of sight and hearing
is non-existent and void, that it might hear and see. All testify
to its transience, yet they remain occupied with it and heedless
of the Truth. The people of truth, with utmost yearning and

longing, set out from the transient station to the eternal abode.

They live nobly and depart nobly. They behold God as the
One Who exists, and all else as non-existent. Reflect upon
the favor of the Wronged One, Who hath shared in thy grief
and become thy companion in tribulation. By the Day-Star
of utterance that shineth from the heaven of the prison, wert
thou to taste the sweetness of that which hath flowed from
the Pen of wisdom, thou wouldst find patience sweeter, and
submission and contentment more glorious and precious than
the bounties of the world. Be patient, O handmaiden of God,
and say:

Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having enabled me to
acknowledge the unity of Thy Being and Thy attributes, and
for having made me know Thy path and Thy balance. I beseech
Thee, O Lord of the worlds and Educator of the nations, by
Thy Most Great Name, and by Thy Sacred House, and by the
ocean of Thy bounty which surgeth in the Sacred Place and
Station, and by the Beloved through Whose advent the celestial
spheres were honored, to make me content with Thy decree
and fixed upon Thy Will and Purpose. O Lord! By Thy might
and sovereignty and grandeur and power, were I to become
impatient under the manifestations of Thy decree and destiny,
I would find myself unfaithful before the faces of Thy chosen
ones. I testify, O my God, my Lord, my Quest, and my Object
of worship, that Thou didst place in my hands a trust from

Thee, and hast taken it back from me by Thy will and purpose.

Therefore it behooveth me not to show impatience or distress,
or to cry out or lament, or to manifest anything indicating
discontent at the return of Thy trust. O Lord! Illumine my
heart with the light of Thy knowledge and mine eyes with the
vision of Thy signs. Adorn me, O my God, with the ornament
of patience and steadfastness. Verily Thou art the One Who

chooseth in Thy deeds and Who is obeyed in Thy command.
There is none other God but Thee, the Forgiving, the Merciful.
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Praise and gratitude be to God! For every hardship He has
ordained comfort, for every abasement honor, for every diffi-
culty ease, and for every tribulation relief. In all conditions His
mercy has preceded and His grace has encompassed all. He is
the Compassionate, He is the Kind.

This evanescent servant beseeches the Eternal Truth to grant
patience to that spiritual friend, that honored leaf, and other
relatives, and to adorn them with the ornament of steadfast-
ness. I send greetings to each of the cherished ones and beseech
from the Truth glory and bounty for all. Verily, He is the Gen-
erous, the Gracious.

The honored and beloved Ismu’llah, upon him be all the most
glorious Glory, yesterday forwarded your letter, and likewise
previously forwarded the letter of one of the cherished ones,
and has repeatedly mentioned you and your relatives, for what-
ever is sent to them is forwarded to His presence. Praise be
to God, they are confirmed in mention, praise, writing and
service. The grace of God has encompassed them. From their
deeds and words, the degrees of grace are clear and evident.

5 Some time ago, this servant sent a letter to the beloved of

hearts, the honored physician, upon him be the Most Glorious
Glory of God, and likewise to that spiritual friend. Now again
letters have been sent both to them and to you. The letters
containing the utterances of our Master, may our spirits be
sacrificed for Him, God willing, have arrived and will arrive.

Convey greetings from this evanescent servant to the loved ones
of that land. I beseech God to set them ablaze with the fire of
His love, illuminate them with the light of His knowledge, and
confirm them in acting according to what has been revealed in
His Book. He is the Powerful, the Mighty.

As to their question regarding the inheritance of one who has
ascended, to whom it should be delivered, and whether the
guardian should be from the father’s side or the mother’s side -
after this matter was presented before His presence, He stated
that it should remain with a trustworthy, reliable person, and
this decree is clear and evident in the Most Holy Book.

And regarding divorce, after the completion of the waiting pe-
riod, divorce is effected, but witnesses are required at the be-
ginning and end who can testify when needed.

Peace, praise, remembrance and glory be upon you, upon those
with you, and upon those who have believed in God, the Single,
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the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. And praise be to God, the
Mighty, the Wise.

The servant On the sixteenth of the month of Safar, year 1305
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To: Haji Muhammad Husayn Tabib, in Baghdad
Date: 1305-02-16 [1887-Nov-3]

He is God, exalted is He in might and power

All praise be unto the Most Praiseworthy One, Who through
His name Ahmad conquered the world and purified it from the
dust and stench of misbelief, Who through “No” rolled up the
carpet of idols and through “but” raised high the banner of
unity. He is the Omnipotent One Whom the opposition and
denial of the ungodly did not deter from His purpose. Holy,
sanctified is our Lord and the Lord of the angels and the Spirit.
Prayers and peace be upon the Seal of His chosen ones and
upon His family and companions, through whom the horizon
of might dawned and the decree of free will was established.

Thereafter, the letter arrived and news was received, its con-
tents understood and lamentations heard. Now is the time for
joy and gladness, for thy beloved’s letter was presented before
His face. He said: “O physician, upon thee be the peace of
God, His grace, His bounty and His favors. This Wronged
One has ever been afflicted in the hands of the heedless. From
the earliest days until now He has repeatedly been imprisoned.
This Wronged One was created for tribulations, yet as they are
in the path of the Beloved of the worlds, they have been and
are beloved. We beseech God to bestow upon all penetrating
vision and attentive ears that they may see and bear witness,
hear and testify. Before obstinacy, the waves of the ocean of
utterance appear lower than a drop, and the harvests of inner
meanings and knowledge less than a grain. One Who has de-
sired naught save the exaltation and elevation of the people of
unity has been deemed a mischief-maker and barred from that
for which He was created.
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Glory be to God! They have not pondered for a moment, nor
do they ponder, what has been the cause of the abasement of
the people of unity and what the reason for the ascendancy
of the people of misbelief. Until now the abominable sect has
not awakened from the slumber of heedlessness nor tasted of
the ocean of awareness. They revile the Truth and perceive it
not; they judge contrary to what God hath revealed and are
unaware. Thus hath their recompense overtaken them for their
deeds, yet they understand not and are unconscious. They
deny the Truth while affirming vicegerency for His servant, and
have wasted their lives in this matter. From the fruits of their
deeds their stations have become clear and evident. Say:

My God, my God! This Thy servant testifieth that Thou art
God, there is no God but Thee. Thou hast ever been sanctified
above the mention of all created things and the description
of all possible beings. All things have testified to Thy unity
and oneness, to Thy power which hath conquered the horizons,
and to the light of Thy unity whereby the lands have been
illumined. O Lord! Thou seest me clinging to Thee and to
Thy most great signs, whereby the necks of all humanity have
been humbled. I beseech Thee by the splendors of the lights
of Thy most exalted Word and by the waves of the ocean of
Thy utterance, O Lord of all names and Ruler of the throne
on high and of earth below, to make me in all conditions one
who acknowledgeth Thy grandeur and Thy power, and who is
assured of that which Thou hast revealed in Thy Book. O Lord!
Aid me and Thy servants to make good what hath escaped us,
through Thy bounty which encompasseth all created things
and through Thy mercy which hath preceded all who dwell
on earth and in the heavens. Then inspire Thy servants, O
my God, with that which will remove them from remoteness
from Thee and enable them to cling to the hem of the robe of
Thy grace. Verily Thou art the Omnipotent over whatsoever
Thou willest. There is no God but Thee, the All-Strong, the
All-Subduing, the Almighty.”

Praised be God, divine favor be unto God, and mercy be unto
God! This servant has ever been beseeching and hoping from
the Ocean of bounty and the Sea of generosity that He may
not deprive His servants of the adornment of justice. It was
previously mentioned that in this land a person occupied a po-
sition of authority and committed that which caused the eyes
of equity to weep, the sighs of the believers to rise, and tears
to flow. He regarded these oppressed ones as mere beasts, and
due to his hatred and enmity, affairs became difficult from ev-
ery direction. However, by God’s grace and favor, his tyranny
returned upon himself, and he departed this land humiliated
and defeated. Yet some traces of his evil deeds still remain.
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That spiritual beloved should not be grieved. These oppres-
sions and transgressions do not prevent the believers and sin-
cere ones. They regard the world as non-existent and all save
God as nothing. They are the repositories of God’s Will and
the manifestations of His names and the mirrors of His at-
tributes, exalted be His grandeur. This servant was saddened
by the expression of grief from that beloved one. Praise be to
God, after appearing before the Master, He spoke that which
closed the gates of sorrow and despair and opened the gates
of joy and delight. His is the praise and thanksgiving in all
conditions.

Convey greetings to the friends on behalf of this servant. I
beseech and hope from God, exalted be His glory, that He
may aid each one in that which will cause the exaltation of His
Cause and the elevation of the station of His servants. Verily
our Lord, the Most Merciful, is the All-Bountiful, the Gener-
ous, the Compassionate, the Forgiving, the Merciful. Peace,
remembrance and glory be upon you and upon those who are
with you and who hearken to your words concerning the Cause
of God, our Lord and your Lord and the Lord of the mighty
throne. There is none other God but He, the Single, the One,
the Powerful, the Mighty, the Wise.
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To: Ghulam-Ali son of Dhabih
Date: 1305-02-22 [1887-Nov-9]

In the Name of Our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted and
Most Glorious Lord!

All praise, sanctified from mention and utterance and exalted
above the comprehension of all contingent beings, befitteth the
One True Object of all the worlds, Who hath caused mention
of His loved ones to flow ceaselessly from His Pen and Tongue.
They who have turned unto Him have ever been remembered
before the Divine Throne, and ere any mention was made He
made mention of them, and ere any utterance was voiced He
adorned the realm of existence with the light of recognition.
For every world He hath ordained a command, decreed an or-
dinance, and appointed a blessing. Yet for the denizens of
the Most Exalted Paradise there is another blessing and other
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fruits, and likewise for the dwellers of the Supreme Paradise
His realms are boundless, and His favors - exalted be His glory
and His bounty - are limitless. There is no God but Him, no Be-
stower save Him, and no Giver beside Him. Were the worlds
to be mentioned and the veils to be rent asunder, all would
hasten with boundless joy toward the Ultimate Goal and the
Supreme Summit. However, due to the lack of capacity among
the people of earth, the mysteries remain concealed and the
tidings hidden.

3 Glory be unto Thee, O God of the Kingdom of earth and
heaven and Ruler of the realms above! This servant, from
this station, beareth witness to that which the Tongue of Thy
Grandeur hath spoken and which hath been revealed in Thy
Books and Scriptures, that Thou art God, and there is none
other God but Thee. Thou hast ever been powerful through
Thy Will and sovereign through Thy Purpose. Tongues have
fallen short of Thy praise and remembrance, and pens have
failed to reckon Thy favors and bounties. Thou hast mani-
fested Thyself for the guidance of Thy creation and their el-
evation to stations known only to Thy knowledge. I beseech
Thee, O Lord of Lords and Ruler of the beginning and the end,
by Thy Name, the All-Bountiful, through which the ocean of
Thy generosity hath surged and the fragrances of Thy bounty
have wafted throughout Thy lands, to assist Thy loved ones to
remember and praise Thee and to serve Thy Cause. O Lord!
Thou seest Thy servant turning unto Thee, seeking the won-
ders of Thy grace and the rain of Thy mercy. Send down upon
him from the heaven of Thy bounty that which beseemeth Thy
days. O Lord! Illumine him with the lights of the Daystar of
Thy Revelation and ordain for him the good of what Thou hast
revealed in Thy Book. Verily, Thou art powerful over what-
soever Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee, the
Almighty, the Powerful.

To continue: O beloved of my heart, thy spiritual letter was
repeatedly received, and there was delay in sending the reply.
This delay was due to the abundance of correspondence, not
the neglect of this servant. Surely that spiritual friend also
giveth precedence to communications from the Presence over
all other matters and occupations. God the One is witness
and testament that due to the volume of writing and respond-
ing to the letters of the friends, not even the least opportu-
nity is found and no time remains. That spiritual friend hath,
by God’s grace and favor, drunk from the Kawthar of certi-
tude and attained unto the choice wine of assurance. However,
those souls who have newly turned toward and directed their
faces to the Most Exalted Horizon must be assisted, that per-
chance through mention and utterance they may attain unto
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steadfastness and remain firm and immovable in the Cause.
Though outwardly there was delay in sending the reply, God
is witness and testament that thou hast not been absent from
sight for a moment - thou hast been and art remembered, and
God sufficeth as witness. After observing the letter of that
honored friend, I approached the Most Exalted Station and it
was presented before the countenance of the Lord of all beings
and achieved the honor of His attention. Thus speaketh He,
blessed and exalted be He:

In My Name, the Manifest, the All-Knowing

O servant! Upon thee be My glory! The radiant lights of the
Sun of divine favor have been directed toward thee from the
earliest days. Thou hast ever been and art remembered in the
presence of the Wronged One. The acceptance, steadfastness,
service and dedication of Dhabih, upon him be My glory, My
favor and My mercy, have not been and will never be effaced
from the Book of God. Verily he attained unto the Kawthar
of My knowledge, the Tasnim of My favor, the Salsabil of My
grace, and the choice sealed wine of the revelation of thy Lord,
the Mighty, the All-Knowing, the Wise.

Convey My greetings to the friends. Say: O people of God!
Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One and hold fast unto
that which will exalt the Word of God. The Most Exalted Pen
hath ever been occupied with your mention and with counsel-
ing all upon earth. Strive that perchance the heedless may
become aware and the oppressors be adorned with the orna-
ment of justice. Whosoever hath today, through the aid of the
Self-Subsisting Name, quaffed the sealed wine must, according
to his capacity and means, make a supreme effort to quicken
souls.

The gate of grace is opened and the living waters flow from
the right hand of the Throne of the All-Merciful. By God’s
life! If assured and contented souls arise to quicken hearts for
the sake of God, they will surely achieve it. However, in all
circumstances they must observe and hold fast unto wisdom.
Whosoever hath attained the Most Holy Court hath become
aware of the wisdom revealed in the Scriptures and Tablets.
Today, that which conduceth to the tranquility and assurance
of the servants is acceptable in the sight of God. Blessed are
they who have held fast unto the Will of God and who act
upon and adhere to that which hath been sent down from the
Most Exalted Pen in the Book.

Convey greetings from the Wronged One to all thy relatives and
give them the glad-tidings of the favor of the Goal of all exis-
tence, that perchance through the joy of God’s remembrance
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they may be freed from the sorrows and vexations of the world
and illumine their hearts with the mention of the One True
Friend. Your journey was for the sake of God. We beseech
Him to aid you at all times. Verily, He is the Mighty, the
Powerful.

Praise be to God! The rain of divine mercy hath showered
upon you from the heaven of bounty. The very mention of
this is witness and the reality of these words is proof. There
hath been and is no need for mention by this servant. From
the day of your departure until now, you have been and are
remembered in the presence of God. Your movement was for
His sake and your journey was by His command. Your reward
hath flowed from the Most Exalted Pen and hath been recorded
in the Book of ‘Illiyyin. Verily our Lord, the All-Merciful, is
the Munificent, the Generous.

The honored mother, upon her be the Glory of God, and oth-
ers, especially the sister-leaf, upon her be the Glory of God
and His favors, who acted according to the divine Tablet and
chose to travel - all have attained the lights of the Sun of Di-
vine good-pleasure. Blessed are they and joy be unto them.
This evanescent servant conveys greetings and praise to each
of the relatives, and I beseech from God, exalted be His glory,
that which shall never fade and which the world’s events can-
not alter. He is the Bestower, the Kind. I convey greetings to
the loved ones of that land and have beseeched and continue
to beseech for each one the good of this world and the next.
Blessed are the servants of this Revelation who have been desig-
nated by the Supreme Pen as the Party of God. This is a great
bounty, this is a mighty blessing. I beseech from the heaven of
grace that He may aid this Most Great, Most Holy, Most Pure,
Most Exalted Party to that which befits this title and favor.
To the gentlemen of that land who are adorned with the orna-
ment of distinction, I convey greetings, praise, mention, glory
and splendor. I beseech God to set them ablaze with such a
fire as shall ignite all who are on earth. By the life of our
Beloved and your Beloved! This is the time of assistance and
these are the days of service. They must guide the people of
the world to the horizon of the All-Merciful through wisdom
and utterance. They are the guides of the servants and the
helpers of the Cause in its beginning and end.

At this moment the Tongue of Grandeur speaks this most ex-
alted word - blessed and exalted be His Word: “O servant
in attendance! Write to the servant, upon him be My Glory:
You have ever been elevated and mentioned in the Most Holy
Court. Remember the days when you were present before the
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Wronged One, and heard what My Tongue uttered, and wit-
nessed the effulgences of the lights of My horizon. Blessed are
you and joy be unto you! You have attained to that which
was recorded in the Books of God, the Lord of the worlds. We
beseech Him, exalted be He, to open before your face a door
of His grace. Verily, He is powerful over all things.”

Praise be to God! Blessings are successive and mercy descends
at every moment. Congratulations to you and to all the family
of the Sacrifice. What you sent arrived, and as it was expres-
sive of your love, it truly became the cause of joy and delight.
Action was taken in accordance with what that spiritual friend
wrote, especially regarding the crafted items that were the work
of your own hands. In all cases, success and confirmation are
from God, exalted be His glory. We testify that there is no
God but Him, in acknowledgment of His favors and bounties,
and in confession of our powerlessness and inadequacy to men-
tion and praise Him. We beseech Him to aid us in what He
loves and is pleased with. Verily, He is the Lord of all beings.
There is no God but Him, the Most High, the Most Glorious.
Glory and remembrance and praise be upon you and upon
those whom the events of the world have not prevented from
the Lord of the Throne and earth.

The servant 19th of the month of Safar 1305
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To: Muhammad Husayn Bayk et al.,
Date: 1305-02-22 [1887-Nov-9]

in Bushruyih

He is the All-Witnessing, the All-Informed

Praise, sanctified above the recognition of all created things
and the comprehension of all beings, beseemeth the court of
that Desired One Who hath adorned the hearts of them that
are nigh, of the sincere ones and of the believers in divine
unity, with the seal of “Verily I am God’s.” He is the Lord of
verses Who, with the banners of clear proofs from the horizon
of the heaven of “He doeth what He willeth,” directed His
steps toward the realm of creation and suffered Himself to be
afflicted and saddened by the vain imaginings of the weak ones
of the world. The deniers of the Bayan emerged from behind
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the veil like wolves and sought to attack the Lord of all men.
They said that which caused the dwellers of Paradise to lament
and did that which caused the clouds to cry out.

Thy letter which thou didst send to this servant attained the
presence and was honored to be heard before the Face. We
make mention in this station of My handmaiden and My leaf,
the Mother of Muhajir - upon her be My glory and My loving-
kindness and My mercy which hath preceded all who are in
the heavens and the earth. O My handmaiden! By the life of
God, thy mention hath never ceased in the Most Holy Court;
thou hast ever been and art remembered. This is from the
loving-kindness and bounty of thy Lord which hath encom-
passed thee. Be grateful and say: “Praise be unto Thee, O
Thou Who art wronged throughout all regions, and glory be
unto Thee, O Thou Who art imprisoned in the hands of the
heedless. Thou hast chosen exile and imprisonment for Thyself
to free the necks of Thy servants. I testify that Thou art the
Ancient Bestower and that Thou art the Ever-Forgiving, the
Merciful.”

And We make mention of him who was named Abdullah, who
hath ascended to the Supreme Companion that he may find
the sweet savors of his Lord’s loving-kindness and be among
the successful ones. O Abdullah! Upon thee be the Glory of
God, the Lord of creation, and the Glory of the Most Exalted
Paradise and the Supreme Heaven, and the Glory of those who
hastened to the Supreme Horizon and attained the presence of
the Countenance and heard the Call from the Most Glorious
Horizon and circled round the Throne at eventide and at dawn.
Therefore, O my God, send down upon him at every moment
a mercy from Thee and a blessing from Thy presence, and
ordain for him that which beseemeth Thy generosity and Thy
bounty and Thy bestowal. Verily, Thou art the All-Forgiving,
the All-Bountiful.

O Abbas-Ali! Hear My call time and again. We have named
thee “the Helper in the Day of Judgment” as a grace from God,
the Lord of the worlds. Thus hath thy name flowed from the
Most Exalted Pen in this lofty station. Give thanks unto thy
Lord for this most great favor and say: “Praise be unto Thee,
O Beloved of them that know.” The Glory be upon thee and
upon thy wife and thy son. Remember them on My behalf
and give them the glad-tidings of My remembrance and My
loving-kindness, that they may rejoice in the days of God, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

i And We make mention of Muhammad, son of him who attained

on the day when all things proclaimed: “The Kingdom and the
Realm and the Exaltation and the Might belong unto God, the
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Lord of Lords” O Muhammad! Hear the call of the Wronged
One. He counseleth thee and those who have believed to justice
and fairness and to that whereby the Cause of God, the Lord
of all men, may be exalted. Say: “Praise be unto Thee, O my
God, for that Thy Pen hath moved to make mention of me. I
beseech Thee by the power of Thy Will and the manifestations
of Thy might to make me steadfast and firm in Thy Cause.
Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the Unconstrained.” We hear
the call of My loved ones and We see what they have done
in My path, and I am the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. We
beseech God to assist thee in all conditions to serve His firm
and mighty Cause.

O Muhammad Husayn! Upon thee be My Glory. We have
made mention of those who have turned to the Face and re-
sponded when the Call was raised between earth and heaven.
Blessed art thou and blessed is he who hath attained unto ac-
ceptance when every heedless doubter turned away. Put thy
trust in God in all matters. Verily, He is with His chosen ser-
vants. That which thou didst send hath been received before
Us as a token of grace from Us. Verily, thy Lord is the Mighty,
the All-Bestowing. Take My Book through My power, then
act according to what hath been revealed therein. Verily, thy
Lord is the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

O Wahhab! Upon thee be the Glory of God, the Lord of Lords.
We have made mention of every name that was in the Book
as a bounty from God, the Revealer of verses. Give thanks
unto God for that He hath turned toward thee from the di-
rection of the Prison and hath revealed for thee that which
shall never be exhausted. Thus have We set forth the verses
and sent them that thou mayest thank thy Lord, the Sender of
winds. We made mention of thy father before and at this time
with a mention whereby the hearts of the righteous have been
attracted. The Glory be upon My loved ones and My chosen
ones who broke not the Covenant and the Testament on the
day when the Desired One came with power and sovereignty.
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To: Mulla Muhammad Husayn, in Mahnih

Date: 1305-02-22 [1887-Nov-9]

He is the Hearer, the Answerer ey ct:.J\ 9

The Self-Subsisting has come, and sovereignty belongs to God,
Lord of what was and what shall be. Verily We were seated
upon the Throne of Utterance in the Kingdom of Knowledge
when the servant appeared before the Wronged One bearing
in his hand a book which he read before Our face. Then he
brought forth a page whereon was thy mention. We make
mention of thee in this perspicuous Tablet. Blessed art thou
for having attained unto My verses and for being the recipient
of the glances of My loving-kindness from the direction of My
Most Great Prison.

Beware lest the cawing of the crows prevent thee from God,
the Lord of all worlds. The cawing has been raised throughout
all regions - this is what We forewarned you of beforehand
when the Light was shining from the horizon of Iraq, and in
the Land of Mystery, and in this mighty fortress. Say: O
people of the Bayan! By God, the All-Merciful has come with
manifest sovereignty. Beware lest ye deprive yourselves of this
most great favor. Fear God, O people, and be not of those who
turn away.

The gate of heaven has been opened and the Lord of Names
has come, with the Primal Point at His right hand and the

hosts of inspiration at His left, were ye of those who know.

Cast aside what ye possess of idle fancies and vain imaginings,
and take hold of that which ye have been commanded by the
All-Strong, the Ancient of Days. Beware lest the doubts of the
divines or the allusions of the jurisprudents prevent you from
the horizon of God, the Lord of the Day of Judgment. He has
come for your life and aids you in what benefits you in all His
worlds. He is indeed the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

5 We send Our greetings from this station upon thee and upon

those who have believed in God, the One, the All-Informed. O
My loved ones in that land! The Wronged One makes mention
of you in such wise as cannot be equaled by the treasures of the
kingdom, were ye of those who know. Aid your Lord through
deeds and virtuous character, and follow not every ignorant
doubter. Shatter the idols of vain imaginings to which the
former people clung, and be not of the patient ones. There was
no pulpit from which they did not deny the right of God and
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His Manifestation, and command the servants to that which
caused the hearts of those near to God to lament. Thus did
their souls entice them - they are indeed among the wrongdoers.
When thou attainest unto My verses, give thanks unto God,
thy Lord, the Lord of the mighty throne.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Tagi, in Khayrabad
Date: 1305-02-22 [1887-Nov-9]

In the Name of the All-Knowing, the One

From the first days until now, the Supreme Pen has summoned
the people to that which draweth them nigh unto God. Glory
be to God! The Divine Lote-Tree is aflame, the Fire speaketh,
and the Luminary of Manifestation hath risen from the horizon
of the heaven of utterance. Yet the people remain veiled and
debarred. For one thousand two hundred and more years, the
Shi’ih sect counted themselves the noblest, most learned, most
excellent and most God-fearing people in the world. But when
the touchstone appeared and the horizon of the world was illu-
mined with the lights of His countenance, all the divines and
doctors turned away and pronounced sentence of death upon
His most pure blood, and martyred Him. In the early years
not a single soul attained. They did what all the peoples of the
world had done. Glory be to God! Hadi Dawlatabadi, despite
his lack of knowledge about the essence of the Cause, hath
striven and continueth to strive to lead the people astray. Say:
Perdition betide thee, O heedless one! This year he turned
in the name of the House of God toward the dawning-place
of vain imaginings, and failed to attain unto that place which,
like unto the sun, hath been brilliant and radiant from the be-
ginning of the Cause until now. They are occupied exactly like
the Shi’ih sect in forming a party. Say: O thou who art devoid
of justice! What benefit did the Shi’ihs derive from what they
claimed? On the Day of Retribution all were deprived of the
Sun of Truth and debarred from the waves of the divine ocean
of utterance. It is not known what this new party imagineth.
God willing, thou shalt be set ablaze with the fire of God’s love
- a blaze whose effects shall encompass the world. We beseech
God, exalted be He, to assist thee and aid thee with the hosts
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of wisdom and utterance. Verily He is the Almighty, the One
Who doeth as He willeth. And He is the Single, the One, the
Mighty, the Best-Beloved.
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To: Mulla Ramadan, in Mahnih
Date: 1305-02-22 [1887-Nov-9]

In My Name, established upon the Throne of Manifestation!

The Call of God hath been raised, yet most of the people hear
not. The Most Exalted Pen hath moved, yet most of the people
understand not. The horizon of the All-Merciful hath been
illumined, yet the people see not. Vain imaginings have held
them back, and they perceive not.

Blessed is the one who, with strength, hath rent asunder the
veils in the name of his Lord, the Mighty, the Loving. And
blessed is the one who hath arisen to serve the Cause of God,
the Lord of what hath been and what shall be. How many a
servant hath been prevented by idle fancies from God, the Self-
Subsisting, the All-Compelling, and how many a servant hath
cast away the world, turning unto the horizon of Manifestation,
bearing witness to that whereunto God, the Sovereign over the
seen and unseen, hath testified.

We have indeed revealed the clear proofs and informed the
people of what hath appeared and what shall appear here-
after. To this beareth witness this sealed Book which calleth
out amongst mankind and uttereth in every state that there
is none other God but Him, the One Who, through His word
“Be”, and it is, hath power over whatsoever He willeth.

When thou hast attained unto My verses and been seized by
the wine of the choice nectar of My utterance, say: My God,
my God! Thy call hath drawn me near, and Thy nearness is
my hope and desire, and Thy separation hath consumed me,
and Thy remoteness hath destroyed me. I beseech Thee by
the mysteries of Thy Kingdom and the signs of Thy Dominion,
and by the Point through which Thy Books and Thy Scrip-
tures were differentiated, to make me steadfast in Thy Cause,
speaking forth Thy praise, and holding fast to Thy Covenant
and Testament. Verily, Thou art the Almighty over what Thou
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willest. There is none other God but Thee, the Self-Subsisting,
the All-Compelling.
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To: Mulla Muhammad, in Mahnih
Date: 1305-02-22 [1887-Nov-9]

He is the One Who gazeth from His most exalted horizon.

This is the remembrance of the Wronged One for him who de-
sireth to hear the Call of God, the Supreme, the Self-Subsisting.
He who hath clung to this firm and mighty Cord, the Well-
Beloved, hath made mention of Him.

The Promised One hath appeared, and that which lay hidden
in God’s knowledge, the Lord of existence, hath been made
manifest. From the Fountainhead of His Pen hath flowed the
Living Waters - exalted be the All-Merciful Who hath come
from the horizon of power with the standards of His verses
and hath spoken before all faces: “The Kingdom belongeth
unto God, the Lord of the seen and the unseen!” Blessed is
the face that hath turned toward the lights of the Countenance,
and the ear that hath heard that which the Most Exalted Pen
hath uttered from Its praiseworthy station.

Behold, then remember when We sent Our Messengers with
Our signs - they turned away from them and committed that
which caused the sincere ones to lament. We counsel thee and
those who have believed to show forth the supreme steadfast-
ness in this extended Path.

5 When thou beholdest the waves of the ocean of Mine utterance

and findest the fragrance of My loving-kindness, say: “My God,
my God! I beseech Thee by the Word that hath subdued all
things, and by Thy Command that hath encompassed earth
and heaven, and by the breezes of Thy days and the manifes-
tations of Thy bounty, to make me steadfast in Thy Cause in
such wise that neither the books of the world nor all that the
nations possess shall prevent me. Then aid me to mention Thee
and praise Thee and serve Thy Cause amongst Thy servants.
Thou art, verily, the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.”
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BHO06244

To: Abbas Ali, in Mahnih
Date: 1305-02-22 [1887-Nov-9]

In the Name of Him through Whom the fragrance of God, the
All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting, was diffused!

The Most Exalted Horizon hath shone forth with the Light of
Utterance when He Who conversed on Sinai established Him-
self upon the throne of Revelation. Blessed is he who hath
turned and beheld, and woe unto the heedless! Verily the
Tablet calleth and summoneth all unto the One, the Unique,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. When I was standing in the
House, there came before the Presence a letter from him who
had drunk the Choice Wine sealed with My Name, the Self-
Subsisting, on a day wherein the servants were prevented from
turning to God, the Lord of all worlds. Therein was thy name,
and We have mentioned thee in such wise as cannot be equaled
by whatsoever the people possess, that thou mayest give thanks
unto thy Lord, the Master of the Day of Judgment. Blessed
is he who hath inhaled the fragrance of these days and heard
the Call of God, the All-Compelling, the Almighty, the All-
Glorious. Take thou My Book with the hand of My bounty
and say: “Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of the world, for hav-
ing remembered me in the Most Great Prison and for having
revealed unto me that which delighteth the eyes of them that
are nigh unto Thee!” I beseech Thee by the mysteries of Thy
Book and the lights of Thy countenance to aid me in all condi-
tions to remember Thee and to praise Thee. Verily Thou art
powerful to do what Thou willest, and through Thy Name was
raised the standard of “He doeth what He pleaseth.” There is
none other God but Thee, the Almighty, the Powerful.
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To: Karbalai Ghulam-Ali, in Mahnih

Date: 1305-02-22 [1887-Nov-9]

In the name of the one true God! & aslis ol

Your name was mentioned in the presence of the Wronged One
and your call was heard, and this blessed Tablet is bestowed in
reply. We beseech God that He may cause the friends in those
regions to be steadfast, in such wise that the tales of the world
and the mentions of the peoples may not withhold them from
the Lord of Eternity. Certain souls have loved and continue to
love discord, and await the calf of haste. The friends of God
must be vigilant and know with clear certitude that Revelation
has ended with this Most Great Revelation. Whosoever claims
a Cause, he is assuredly among the wrongdoers in the Book of
God, the Lord of the worlds. In every land the croaking of
frogs has been and continues to be raised up. Perchance such
may arise in that land as well. We convey Our greetings to
the friends in that land and beseech God that He may aid all
to arise with supreme steadfastness to assist His Cause. Vic-
tory has been and ever will be through the hosts of deeds and
character. Blessed is he who hath heard and seen, and woe
unto the heedless. Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
Glory be from Us upon the friends of God and His chosen ones
who have testified to that which God, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed, hath testified.
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BHO06524

To: Mirza Muhammad ’Ali Sabir, in Khayrabad
Date: 1305-02-22 [1887-Nov-9]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the All-Wise, the All-Eloquent

2 The mention of the All-Merciful from the Lote-Tree of Utter-

ance in the heart of Paradise hath verily been raised up in
truth. This is a Day wherein the earth hath shone with the
light of its Lord and hath related its tidings, and God was,
in truth, the Witness and the All-Knowing thereof. Thou hast
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been mentioned in the presence of the Wronged One, Who hath
revealed unto thee that which shall never be exhausted. Thus
hath the Pen of Revelation spoken forth in a House that was
built in the name of God. When thou hast quaffed the choice
wine of utterance from the cup of the bounty of thy Lord, the
All-Merciful, say:

O Thou Who art the Purpose of all existence and the Lord of
all religions! I beseech Thee by the rain-showers of the heaven
of Thy mercy, and by that which hath flowed from the Pen
of Thy Command, and by the Most Great Word whereby all
things were attracted, to make me steadfast in Thy love and
firm in Thy Cause. O my Lord! This is one ignorant who hath
turned toward the ocean of Thy knowledge, and a supplicant

who hath stood before the door of Thy bounty and generosity.

I beseech Thee by Thy most great signs, and by the breathings
of Thy Revelation, and by the manifestations of Thy power and
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BHO06816

To: Karbalai Abbas, in Mahnih

Date: 1305-02-22 [1887-Nov-9]

He is the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing. ! @L:“H 5

O My loved ones in the lands! Some souls are firm and steadfast
in the Cause of God, while others have loved and continue to
love discord, each day clinging to a rope and grasping at the
hem of some vain imagination. We beseech the True One that
He may cause all to be steadfast in His Cause, in such wise that
the doubts of the heedless and the intimations of the suspicious
may not keep them back from the manifest Truth. The Day is
His Day and the Cause is His Cause.

Say: My God, my God! I have turned toward Thee and have
set my face toward the lights of Thy countenance. I testify that
Thou didst create me and make me manifest and nurture me
and guide me to Thy straight path and Thy firm and mighty
Cause. I beseech Thee by the kingdom of Thy verses and
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the dominion of Thy power to make me firm and steadfast in
Thy Cause. Verily Thou art powerful over what Thou willest.
There is no God but Thee, the Almighty, the Powerful.

O my Lord! Ordain for me what Thou hast ordained for Thy
chosen ones who have sacrificed their souls in Thy path and
whom the might of princes did not prevent from drawing nigh
unto Thee. Verily Thou art the Almighty, the Powerful, and
worthy to answer prayer.
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BHO07089

To: Aqa Siyyid Yahya, in Khayrabad
Date: 1305-02-22 [1887-Nov-9]

He is the Utterer of Truth!

2 My remembrance and praise and call and utterance and stand-
ing and sitting and sleep and wakefulness are for God, the
Lord of the worlds. We arose this day and left the house, pro-
ceeding to another place. When We arrived, We commanded
the servant in attendance before Us, and he heard and wrote
down what the Tongue of Grandeur spoke forth in his lumi-
nous station. Blessed is the servant who casts away what the
people possess and takes what draws him near to the Near, the
Watchful One. When the fire of My utterance has enkindled
thee and thou hast drunk from the Kawthar of My knowledge,
say:

Praise be to Thee, O my God, and thanksgiving be unto Thee,
O my Glory, for having remembered me and guided me and
made known to me that which most of Thy servants have failed
to comprehend. I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy counte-
nance and by the Point through which Thou didst distinguish
Thy books, to make me rich through Thy riches and speaking
forth Thy command and steadfast in Thy love and standing
firm in Thy service. Verily Thou art the One with power over
whatsoever Thou willest, and within Thy grasp are the reins of
all who are in the heavens and on earth. There is none other
God but Thee, the Commander, the All-Knowing.
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To: Hasan, in Mahnih

Date: 1305-02-22 [1887-Nov-9]

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Informed! ! Jal)) 9

Say: My God, my God! My heart has melted from separation
and remoteness from Thee, and my joints have trembled in
my distance from the court of Thy nearness. 1 know not, O
my God, by what deed I may draw nigh unto Thee, by what
remembrance I may supplicate in Thy days, or to what inter-
cessor I may cling that would bring me closer to Thee, guide
me to Thy prison, and cause me to hear Thy sweetest call. O
Lord of all beings! I beseech Thee, O Lord of the world and
Educator of the nations, by Thy Command through which the
ocean of Thy knowledge surged before the faces of Thy cre-
ation and the breezes of the spring of Thy mercy wafted over
the hearts of Thy loved ones, to make me in all conditions
mindful of Thy verses and speaking in Thy praise. O Lord! I
am Thy servant and the son of Thy servant. I know not what
would draw me nigh unto Thee and honor me with the orna-
ment of Thy favors. I beseech Thee by Thy generosity which
has encompassed all existence to ordain for me that which will
make me steadfast in Thy love and firm in Thy Cause. Verily
Thou art the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BHO08222

To: Aqa Siyyid Habib, in Khayrabad
Date: 1305-02-22 [1887-Nov-9]

In My Name, the Speaking One, the Trustworthy!

This is a remembrance for one who hath heard My call and
turned to My horizon and spoken My beauteous praise, that
this remembrance may draw him nigh unto God, the Lord of
the worlds. We have heard thy call, We make mention of thee
and have turned toward thee from the precincts of the Prison,
that thou mayest give thanks unto thy Lord, the Mighty, the
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All-Wise. We created the world for My meeting and the recog-
nition of My Self, but when I came unto them with the stan-
dards of signs and the banners of clear proofs, they turned
away from Me and opposed Me with manifest injustice. They
denied the favor of God and rejected His proof and His evi-
dence, inasmuch as they followed every ignorant remote one.
Say:

Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having strengthened me
and taught me and caused me to know Thee and given me to
drink from the Kawthar of Thy utterance and the Salsabil of
Thy knowledge on a day wherein the servants have risen up
to harm Thee and shed Thy most pure and radiant blood. I
beseech Thee by the lights of Thy countenance and the waves
of the ocean of Thy utterance to make me steadfast in Thy
Cause and firm in Thy love. Verily Thou art the Almighty, the
All-Powerful.
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BHO09343

To: Aqa Siyyid Hasan, in Khayrabad
Date: 1305-02-22 [1887-Nov-9]

He is the One Who rules over all names.

A remembrance from Us to him who has turned to the Most Ex-
alted Horizon and believed in God, the One, the All-Informed.
A Book that speaks and a Cause that is manifest, yet the peo-
ple are heedless. At all times We summoned the people of
possibility to the horizon of the All-Merciful and, without any
veil or barrier, explained that which would exalt the Word. Yet
the recompense of the deeds of the servants has deprived them
of the Self-Sufficient, the Exalted. Blessed is the soul that has
returned from what it possessed to that which is with God.
Your mention was made before the Wronged One, and with
this clear Book We have mentioned you, that perchance you
may arise to serve the Cause and guide people to the horizon
of the All-Merciful through wisdom and utterance. This is not
difficult for God.
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BHO01807

To: Muhammad Ali Isfahani, in Istanbul
Date: 1305-03-02 [1887-Nov-18]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Grandeur and the Power

Praise sanctified above letters and words befitteth the Revealer
of verses and the Manifestor of evidences, Who hath quickened
the world through the Kawthar of utterance and guided it.
This Kawthar in one station is the utterance of the Purpose of
all worlds, which appeareth from the Kingdom of might and
power. Verily He hath ever been sanctified above all names,
remembrances, attributes, hand and tongue. And in the second
manifestation it is the station of the Book, namely the Furqan,
whereby He quickened and bestowed life, exalted be His glory
and universal be His bounty. And blessings and peace be upon
the Essence of existence and the Sovereign of the unseen and
the seen, and upon His family and companions through whom
God’s commandments and laws were made manifest in His
lands and the banners of His oneness were raised among His
servants.

Thereafter, as the letter of that honored and kind friend indi-
cated the well-being of the friends, this evanescent servant was
filled with the utmost joy and gladness. I beseech and implore
God to protect His loved ones and assist them in that which is
befitting. Today it is incumbent and obligatory upon all to aid
the manifest religion through prayer, that perchance cities and
lands may be preserved from the oppression of the idolaters
and the transgressions of the deniers. O brother! Each day
they seize and carry off [a portion], yet none hath discovered
the cause or understood the reason. I beseech God to unite the
people of divine unity and make them aware, that they may
act with one hand and eat with one mouth. The purpose is
that they may become adorned with the true unity of religion.
This is the first deed, the first adornment, and the first sta-
tion. Blessed is he who attaineth, and woe unto every heedless
doubter.

It is evident that the government is occupied day and night
with reform, order and the manifestation of truth. Now the
people must unite and sincerely implore God, exalted be His
glory, that perchance the fire of the greed of the deniers may
be quenched and the flames of self and passion may be stilled.
Verily our Lord is the One Who hath power over whatsoever
He willeth. Verily He is the Hearing, the Answering, and nigh
unto response.
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As for the new secretary, praise be to God, he is capable in
both prose and poetry. I beseech God to cause two sweet,
delicate and pleasant rivers of verse and prose to flow from both
sides of his pen. Verily He is the One Who hath power over
whatsoever He willeth through His word “Be” and it is. Convey
my greetings to him, and his mention was made before the face
of his Lord Who showed him kindness, and likewise towards
your honor. I beseech God, exalted be His glory, to assist
Jinab-i-Mirza Muhammad-Qabil-Rida in that which causeth
the exaltation of stations.

The table sent through His Honor AF, upon him be 966
[Baha'u’llah], the Most Glorious, arrived and was indeed most
excellent, desirable and acceptable. As for the two boxes you
mentioned, they will be received. And regarding the tea, let
it not escape your notice - the purpose is to know what kind
it is. Even if it is only a few mithqals it suffices; it need not
be much. Peace and remembrance and praise be upon your
honor and upon those with you and upon the people of divine
unity among God’s servants, the Lord of all worlds. And
praise be to Him, for He is the Goal of those who know.
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BHO00611

To: Haji Muhammad Ismayn Yazdi, in Alexandria
Date: 1305-03-08 [1887-Nov-24]

In the Name of God, the One, and blessings be upon Him after
Whom there shall be no Prophet.

Praise be to the Beloved of the world, that at this hour, when
the sun is setting, the effulgent rays of the Sun of Divine love
have arrived in the form of a letter. In this station, no mention
of joy and delight, nor any measure or limit, is befitting. It was
not a letter, but rather a volume; nay, by the life of our Purpose
and your Purpose, it was a manifest Book in its mention of
love and steadfastness, and in its praise and glorification of the
Lord of all beings. Moreover, by the life of our Beloved and
your Beloved, were the letter to be pressed, the true spiritual
fragrance that was gathered from the roses of the garden of
inner meanings would drip drop by drop, bestowing fresh life
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upon the soul, for it was sanctified above the conditions of the
earthly world and possessed the meanings of the true Paradise.
Blessed be your pen, and blessed be your ink, and blessed
be your tablet! At that very moment it was brought before
His presence, and He uttered that which, compared to the
flow of its mysteries, the ocean is but a drop, and before the
effulgence of its words’ radiance, the sun appears but an atom.
In all conditions, We beseech and implore the Self-Sufficient,
the Exalted, that He may at every moment increase that ocean
of love and join to it infinite seas, until the word “there is
naught on earth save the ocean of His mercy” may be unveiled
and be made manifest in the world of creation.

Glory be to Thee, O Thou Who kindlest the hearts of them
that long for Thee with the fire of Thy love, and drawest nigh
the souls of the near ones by the melodies of the Dove of Thy
affection! I beseech Thee—by the Manifestations of Thy signs,
by the Daysprings of the lights of Thy Revelation, and by that
which Thou hast hidden in Thy knowledge—to send down,
from the heaven of Thy bounty, unto him who hath sought
Thee and found Thee, that which shall gladden his eye, tran-
quillize his heart, and bring repose unto his being, that neither
the vicissitudes of the world, nor aught that is with the peo-
ples, may trouble him. Then succour him, O my God, by the
tokens of Thy power and the evidences of Thy sovereignty. Ver-
ily Thou art powerful to do whatsoever Thou willest. There is
no God but Thee, the Commander, the All-Wise.

Send down, O my God, Thy blessings upon Thine Prophets
and Thy Messengers, who have not broken Thy covenant and
Thy testament; and make each one of them a leader to guide
Thy servants unto the Most Exalted Paradise and the Supreme
Garden. Verily Thou art He Whom no affair can harm, and no
thing can profit—Who at one time withholdeth by the require-
ments of Thy wisdom, and at another bestoweth through Thy
loving-kindness and Thy bounty. I beseech Thee, O God of
Names and Fashioner of the heavens, to preserve Thy trusted
servant, who hath been named Muhammad, within the king-
dom of Thy names—he whom Thou hast made one of the two
most exalted names in Thy Book.

5 I implore Thee, O Thou the Goal of the hearts of the sincere
ones, to make the whole world, with all that is created therein,
a helper unto him, an assistant unto him, mindful of his remem-
brance, oriented toward his orientation, and speaking with his
utterance in Thy praise and glorification. O Lord! Thou seest
him so devoted in his love for Thee that the pen is powerless
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to mention it, the tablet to encompass it, and the tongue to
express it. That which cannot be mentioned befitteth him, for
he is Thy servant, and Thou art He Who cannot be described,
that He might be spoken of in this Most Holy and Most Exalted
Station, and this Most Holy and Most Glorious Remembrance.
There is none other God but Thee, the Lord of all beings, and
the Lord of the Throne on high and of earth below.

i And furthermore, O essence of my heart and soul! This evanes-

cent servant knoweth not what to say, having fallen into a
world wherein he beholdeth the attributes of that Beloved One
in such wise that no word is capable of describing them, nor
qualified to define them. I swear by the Sun of utterance which
hath shone forth from the most exalted station in all the world
that no word can clothe the meaning of love for that Beloved
One, nor can it reveal, indicate, describe or guide. Rather, in
this station words remain silent, nay, prostrate, uttering only
“I am the weakest of the weak.” The ocean of inner meanings—
that is, the ocean of love for that Beloved One—surgeth in this
station. In truth, after the letter was presented in His presence,
there flowed from the tongue of His Holiness, the Ever-Present
One—may our spirits be sacrificed for His sake—in this station
that which causeth all oceans to appear as mere drops. I be-
seech God—exalted be His glory and abundant be His favors—to
protect that blessed being and to manifest him through His
Own Name, that he may arise to serve throughout all his days
and occupy himself with that which beseemeth him, even as
he hath been and is. To this beareth witness every learned one
and every mystic endowed with insight from God, our Lord
and your Lord, our God and your God, our Goal and the Goal
of the hearts of the sincere ones.

Another matter to present is that previously a letter arrived
from his honor Ali, upon him be the peace of God, wherein he
wrote in detail about the tribulations and compulsory difficul-
ties of that Beloved One. And verily, what they have written
is true. Glory be to God! This too hath been and is among
the requirements of the wisdom of God, exalted be His glory.
That Beloved One’s affairs are referred to Him and entrusted
to Him. Whatsoever hath occurred or may occur, assuredly
no harm can be seen therein, for the very atoms of creation
testify to the sincerity of that Beloved One and to the sanc-
tity and purity of that Beloved One’s heart. In any case, your
tribulations have greatly affected his honor Ali, upon him be
the peace of God. He mentioned them in such wise that at
that moment tears were shed and the heart was set ablaze.
Through all the tongues of creation, I have beseeched and do
beseech God, exalted be His glory, to transform into good all
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that hath appeared or may appear, and to adorn and illumine
it with contentment. He is the Omnipotent One, to Whose
power all the pens of the world and tongues of the nations
have borne and do bear witness.

My God, my God! Ordain for the people of unity that which
befitteth Thy loftiness, O Lord of all mankind! Thou art He
Who hath adorned Thy mentioned servant with the ornament
of Thy grace, the fire of Thy love, and the light of Thy knowl-
edge. Increase, O my God, through Thy bounty and generosity,
that which Thou hast given him at all times. There is no God
but Thee, the All-Bountiful, the All-Generous.

Unto the friends of that land, upon them be the peace of
God and His grace and glory and splendor, one and all do
I send greetings. God the One is witness that His Honor Aqa
Mirza ‘Abdu’l-Husayn, upon him be all the Most Glorious
Glory, holds a place in my heart and dwells in my soul. In
all conditions do I beseech and continue to beseech from the
Self-Sufficient, the Exalted, health and protection and loftiness
and ascendancy for him. He is the Powerful, He is the Mighty.

And likewise unto the beloved of my soul, His Honor Aqa Siyyid
Yahya, upon him be the peace of God, the Lord of all beings,
do I extend greetings, and I beseech for him that which is
everlasting and eternal. Further, His Honor Ghulam, upon
him be the peace of God, the Lord of all names, is before my
eyes and ever remembered. I implore the True One, exalted be
His glory, to aid him in all conditions to mention and praise
and serve Him.

Unto his honor ‘Ali-Asghar, upon him be the peace of God,
who in truth is known as Akbar before the Divine Counte-
nance, do I waft the fragrances of grace from the dawning-place
of bounty, and I beseech confirmation for him. Further, His
Honor Aqa ‘Ali-Akbar, upon him be the peace of God, the
Lord of Power, together with His Honor Mirza, upon him be
the peace of God, the Lord of Names and Creator of Heaven,
do I mention with the flame of the fire of love and the light of
affection. Their abode, according to what they mentioned, is
elsewhere. That spiritual beloved must send this remembrance
which is in truth characterized by that which is unfitting and
unseemly, that they may know they have not departed from
the heart of this evanescent servant, and in the days of their
absence they are manifest and present.

Although that beloved and the friends are not present, yet His
Honor the beloved of the heart, Aga Ahmad, upon him be
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the glory of God, is present on behalf of all. And among the
wondrous coincidences which in truth was due to their sincerity
of intention and that of His Honor the revered beloved, His
Honor the father, upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of God,
is that they now reside in the house facing the house of Bahji
- that is, the house where previously Jinab-i-Nazir, upon him
be the glory of God, resided. In view of the weakness of some,
they were commanded to dwell here for some time for a change
of air. Night and day they attain the honor of hearkening to
verses and kindly counsels and generous exhortations. This
is naught but the result of their acceptance and steadfastness
and stations.

The seal of the letter is adorned with mention of the light of the
loved ones, His Honor ‘Ali, one of the most exalted, upon him
be the glory of God and the splendor of the worlds. In truth
his letter is genuine musk. Praise be to God, the fragrance of
their love is diffused. I beseech from the True One, glorified
be His majesty, to send down bounty and blessing and mercy
from the heaven of grace. God knows the intention of that
beloved and them is to serve the people of unity and to exalt
His Cause. Assuredly whatsoever is required by divine wisdom
and knowledge hath been and will be made manifest.

Peace and remembrance and glory be upon your honor and
his honor and upon those who hold fast to that which is right
and to the fear of God, our Lord and the Lord of the mighty
throne.
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To: Aqa Ali Yazdi, in Alexandria
Date: 1305-03-08 [1887-Nov-24]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Greatness and the Power

Praise befitteth and is worthy of that intended Lord Who made
the hearts of His loved ones the treasury of the pearls of His
love and affection. In truth, each one is a treasure house of
divine knowledge and a repository of praise of the All-Merciful.
Praise be to God, they are adorned with the ornament of unity
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and are known for their love of the chosen ones and the pure
ones.

O my God, my Lord and my Goal! I beseech Thee by the Lord
of the world through Whom Thou didst guide the peoples to
Thy straight path and made known to them Thy mighty mes-
sage, and by His family and companions whom neither the
veils of the ungodly nor the clamor of the transgressors pre-
vented, who conquered lands in Thy name and raised therein
the banner of Thy Cause and the standard of Thy justice - O
Lord, I beseech Thee by them and by Thy Prophets and chosen
ones to assist Thy loved ones in Thy remembrance and praise.
Then send down upon them from the heaven of Thy bounty
a blessing from Thy presence and a grace from Thee. Thou
art He to Whose generosity all created things have testified
and to Whose munificence all contingent beings have borne
witness. Disappoint not him whom Thou hast named ‘Ali in
the Kingdom of Names from that which Thou hast ordained
for those who have drunk from the ocean of Thy good-pleasure
and hastened to that which pleaseth Thee. Verily Thou art the
Compassionate, the Generous. There is no God but Thee, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

The letter of that honored one arrived twice, and on each occa-
sion it attained the honor of being heard by the Master, may
our spirits be a sacrifice for Him. He revealed that which is the
cause of hope for all who have turned towards Him. The pens
of the world cannot reckon this bounty, the tongues of nations
fall short of mentioning it, for most of the world’s people are
unbelievers towards each other, save one party, and even they
are afflicted among the parties. Each day they seize and carry
away. We beseech God to protect the people of unity and de-
liver them from the evil of the oppressors. He is the Powerful,
the Mighty.

As for the matters of which you wrote, after they were pre-
sented He said there was and is no harm in it. The work is for
God and its end will surely be for the greatest good. Sorrow has
no place; grief and anxiety will be transformed by God’s will.
What you wrote about Muhammad, upon him be peace and
glory - it is the truth without doubt. Indeed they have borne
that which became the cause of unity and harmony, and this
unity and harmony spread like lightning, nay swifter, through-
out all the lands of Iran. In any case, whatever they now deem
advisable that will bring immediate reform, let them carry it
out with joy and fragrance. O ‘Ali, grieve not over anything.
He is with you and with His righteous servants. Nothing es-
capes God’s knowledge. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to
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assist you with the hosts of grace and favors. Verily He is
powerful over all things and worthy to answer prayer.

This servant at all hours and minutes, nights and days, be-
seeches God - exalted be His glory - on behalf of that spiritual
friend whatsoever will bring the greatest joy, that his heart
may be illumined with a light from which the world and the
hearts of nations may derive brightness. This is not difficult
for God. Peace and remembrance and glory be upon you and
upon those with you and upon those who love you for the sake
of God, the Powerful, the Supreme, the Self-Subsisting.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Ali, in Tihran
Date: 1305-03-08 [1887-Nov-24]
In the name of the one incomparable Lord, the All-Knowing! bls wlas & <-L-,

O Ali! The Divine Lote-Tree in the highest Paradise crieth out
with this most exalted Word: O peoples of the earth! By God,
the Promise hath come, and the Promised One calleth aloud
with the most great Call: Come ye and draw nigh, O people,
and be not of the heedless ones! This Call is most loud, yet
the ears of the world are debarred therefrom. The recompense
of their deeds hath deprived all, save whom God willeth.

Today from the waves of the ocean of knowledge, and the
rustling of the Tree of divine wisdom, and the murmuring of
the waters of life, the word “The Truth hath come” is heard.
We beseech God to assist His servants and guide them to the
straight path. He is the Powerful, the Mighty.

This Wronged One hath, for the sake of God, accepted the
harm of the world for the exaltation of His Word and the rev-
elation of His Cause, until the banner “Verily He is God” was
raised by the hand of might to its loftiest station, and the
standard “He doeth what He willeth” was planted in the Most
Great Prison. Now certain ignorant ones among the people
of the Bayan who count themselves among its adherents have
arisen in opposition. We beseech God, exalted be He, to adorn
His servants with the ornament of justice and fairness. Verily
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He is the Powerful over what He willeth and doeth what He
pleaseth.

Mention of you hath been made before the Wronged One, there-
fore this Tablet hath been sent down from the heaven of the
Divine Will as a token of grace and bounty, that thou mayest
rejoice and be of the thankful ones.

Say: My God, my God! Thou seest me turning toward Thee,
hoping for the wonders of Thy grace. By Thy might, O Desire
of the world and Adored One of the nations! My heart findeth
no rest save in Thy remembrance and praise, and my soul
no tranquility except in the light of Thy knowledge. O Lord!
Thou seest the hands of hope raised toward the heaven of Thy
bounty, and the eye of supplication fixed upon the horizon of
Thy generosity and favor. I beseech Thee, by the pearls of the
ocean of Thy mercy, to ordain that I may in all circumstances
stand firm in Thy service and speak forth Thy praise amongst
Thy creatures with wisdom and eloquence. Verily Thou art
the Mighty, the Bestower.
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To: Aga Mirza Aqa, in Tihran
Date: 1305-03-08 [1887-Nov-24]

He is the One speaking from His most exalted horizon.

The Word of God hath appeared in truth. Verily it aideth the
Cause of its Lord, the Master of the Day of Separation. Verily
it announceth unto all on earth the heaven of grace and ocean
of bounty and sun of God’s loving-kindness, the Lord of Lords.
Blessed is the servant who hath heard and responded to the
call of God, and woe unto every denying infidel.

He who loved Me hath appeared before the Wronged One. We
make mention of thee in a Tablet whereunto nothing possessed
by the nations can compare, as doth testify He with Whom is
the Mother Book. Can anyone prevent the power of My Most
Exalted Pen or the influence of My Most Great Word? Nay, by
My true Self! Blessed is he who hath recognized and attained,
and woe unto every hesitating doubter.
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When thou hast attained unto My Tablet and heard My
call, say: My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having
made known unto me the Dawning-Place of Thy verses and
the Ocean of Thy knowledge and the Repository of Thine
inspiration. I beseech Thee by the sighing of the lovers in Thy
days and the crying out of those yearning for Thee in their
love for Thee, and by the Word before which the necks of Thy
creation have bowed down, to make me one of those who have
quaffed the choice wine of Thy revelation and taken hold of
Thy Book through Thy power, in such wise that neither the
weapons of the world nor the hosts of the nations deterred
them.

O my Lord! Ordain for this servant that which befitteth Thy
bounty and grace. Then make me one of those who have heard
Thy most sweet call and attained unto Thy mention and praise
amidst humanity. O my Lord! Thy mercy hath preceded all
and Thy grace hath encompassed all. I beseech Thee not to
withhold from me that which Thou hast ordained for those
of Thy servants who are nigh unto Thee and those of Thy
creatures who are sincere. Thou art the Almighty One by the
movement of Whose finger the heaven was cleft asunder and
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To: Mirza Ali, in Tihran

Date: 1305-03-08 [1887-Nov-24]

He is the One that warbleth upon the branches RIWES] Je ;:,;.L\ P

Turn thy face toward God, the Self-Subsisting, the
All-Compelling, and say:

O my God! I testify to that which the Tongue of Thy grandeur
hath testified before the creation of Thy earth and heaven,
that Thou art God, and that there is none other God but
Thee. Thou hast ever been obeyed in Thy Cause and sovereign
through Thy power, such that the conditions of Thy creation
and the vicissitudes of Thy realm cannot weaken Thee. I testify
to Thy oneness and Thy singleness, and to the sanctification
of Thy Being from all else but Thee, and the exaltation of Thy
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Essence above all others. I have heard Thy call and turned
toward Thee, and have beheld the lights of Thy most exalted
horizon and turned to it through Thy grace. I beseech Thee by
Thy Hidden Name which hath appeared among Thy creatures
and called all to Thy horizon, that Thou make me one of the
letters of Thy Book, that I may be rendered immortal through
Thy grace and living and enduring through Thy bounty and
favor.

O my Lord! Enable me to act according to what Thou hast
commanded me in Thy Book and that whereby Thy Word
may be exalted in Thy cities and lands. Thou art He to Whose
power every person of insight and understanding hath testified,
and to Whose grandeur every person of knowledge and wisdom
hath borne witness. Nothing among all things can frustrate
Thy will, nor can the might of princes and divines frighten
Thee. O my Lord! Thou seest me clinging unto Thee and
turning toward the lights of Thy countenance. Ordain for me
through Thy Most Exalted Pen the good of the world to come
and of this world. There is none other God but Thee, the
Ever-Forgiving, the Most Generous.
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To: Haji Mirza Muhammad Yazdi Alagihband
Date: 1305-03-09 [1887-Nov-25]

In the Name of Our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

All praise, sanctified from the conditions, manifestations and
appearances of the nations, befitteth the Ancient Lord Who,
through His Most Great Name, hath adorned the world of
meaning with the springtime of spirituality, Who through
“No” hath negated the manifestations of vain imaginings and
through “but” hath adorned the daysprings of affirmation with
the ornament of acceptance. Exalted be His grace, exalted be
His grandeur, and exalted be His favors. There is no God but
He. Glory be unto Thee, O Quickener of the graves through
the breathings of revelation! I beseech Thee by the cities that
were honored by Thy footsteps, by the gates that were opened
through Thy Name, and by the bounties which Thou hast
ordained in the most exalted Paradise for them that are nigh
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unto Thee among Thy servants and the sincere ones among
Thy creatures, to assist Thy loved ones to stand firm in Thy
Cause and to hold fast unto Thy cord in such wise that the
doubts of the nations and the manifestations of the world
shall not withhold them. Verily, Thou art the One Who hath
power over whatsoever He willeth. There is no God but Thee,
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

O Lord! Thou seest one of Thy servants who hath turned to-
ward Thee in the early days. I beseech Thee by the waves of
the ocean of Thy generosity to ordain for him that which shall
abide with him in every world of Thy worlds. Make his deeds,
O my God, as treasures with Thee. Verily, Thou art the Power-
ful One Whom the might of the world cannot withhold. Thou
givest and Thou withholdest. Verily, Thou art the Ordainer,
the Ancient of Days.

And then, the letter of that spiritual friend arrived. Praise
be to God, it spoke of health, love, steadfastness and arising
to serve. In truth, each word thereof was a volume concern-
ing what had befallen that soul in the path of God. Though
outwardly brief, inwardly each letter was a mirror reflecting
conversations, hardships, migration and estrangement. In one
place He saith, blessed and exalted be He: “Man seeth therein
what he desireth not to see and heareth therein what he de-
sireth not to hear” - that is, in this world. Verily, thou hast
borne hardships in the path of God and hast followed the An-
cient Lord in tribulations. I beseech God, exalted be He, to aid
and assist you in that whereby His laws and commandments
may be spread abroad. Verily, He hath power over all things.

5 In brief, after reading the letter and becoming acquainted with

its contents, I turned toward the most exalted Kingdom, at-
tained the presence of His countenance, and after complete
permission, all of it was presented. This is what God hath
revealed in reply, He, the Lord, exalted and sanctified be He:

i In My Name, the Speaking One, the All-Knowing

O thou who journeyest in the lands and travelest from thy
native country in the path of God, the Lord of all religions!
Hearken unto My call, for it draweth thee to the pavilions of
My majesty and the tabernacle of My glory. Verily, thy Lord
is the All-Bountiful, the All-Attractive. Neither the denial of
the world nor the doubts of those who have disbelieved in the
Hereafter can withhold Him. We have manifested that which
was hidden in knowledge and have sent down the proof which,
when revealed, caused all the proofs of the world to bow down
before it. Yet the people are in doubt and dissension. The
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concourse of the Bayan have cast the Book of God behind
their backs, clinging to idle fancies and vain imaginings.

O Muhammad! New deceptions have appeared and old re-
jected utterances have come forth. The people of the Bayan
have adopted precisely the words of the Shi’ihs and walk in
the same paths. They have fashioned a false ‘Ali and turned
away from One through Whose word a thousand true ‘Alis are
created. Consider the lack of understanding of these souls. For
one thousand two hundred years they clung to vain imaginings,
and when He appeared not a single one of the leading divines
of that party attained to faith. Rather, they manifested such
unbelief that they pronounced sentence of death upon the Lord
of the world. It was never known what the fruit of that party’s
beliefs and the results of their deeds would be - in truth, it was
loss in this world and the next. Now again the deniers of the
Bayan have resorted to the same things as before. They speak
as did the former party, at times speaking of the corruption of
the Book, at times clinging to idle fancies and vain imaginings.

Say: O company of the veiled ones! Today the lights of true
unity have encompassed the world. Pass beyond the river of
names that ye may attain unto the ocean of inner meanings. O
Muhammad! The immature ones of the world were not and are
not worthy of mention by the Supreme Pen. It behooveth men
to find their like and cling unto them. Throughout the ages
and centuries there have been idol-worshippers. How can such
a party be worthy to become intimate with the mysteries of the
Kingdom or to discover the fragrances of divine verses? Today
every soul must sanctify the tablet of his heart from former
impressions, that it may be adorned with the seal of “Verily
I am God’s” How remote is this station from the conditions
of men and the levels of their understanding! Glory be to
God! Have they no eyes? Have they no ears? Nay, they
are deprived of both. The prejudices of former times have
appeared a hundredfold greater. Ask of God that He may
bestow a portion of the ocean of knowledge upon the ignorant
people and deprive them not of the lights of the Sun of Justice.

Hadi Dawlat-Abadi hath arisen in opposition and, like unto the
Shi’ih divines, speedily sendeth his followers to hell. Say: O
ye who are devoid of understanding! The chief of your divines
was Shaykh Muhammad-Hasan-i-Najafi. He wrote religious
rulings for fifty years, yet when the divine Tablet was sent to
him, he turned away and occupied himself with leading the
people astray. Likewise did all the divines of Iran in the early
years - all turned away and gave verdict for the shedding of
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His most pure blood. Now Mulla Hadi hath appeared with a
new staff and a new turban, desiring to establish another party
for another thousand two hundred years and send them to the
abode of perdition.

Say: O my God, my God! Thou seest me advancing toward
Thee and clinging to the cord of Thy bounty. I beseech Thee
by the lights of the Dawning-Place of Thy Revelation and the
mysteries of Thy Book and what Thou hast ordained for Thy
chosen ones, to assist Thy servants to act with justice and eq-
uity. Verily, Thou art powerful over what Thou willest. There
is no God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. O my
Lord! Aid them to behold the Tree and its fruits, and the
Sun and its effulgence. Verily, Thou art the Protector of those
who are in earth and heaven. In Thy grasp is the reins of all
servants. Thou doest what Thou willest and ordainest what
Thou desirest. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Most Praised.

Praise be to God, our Lord, the King of Names and Creator of
heaven! The pearls of His ocean of knowledge have ever been
manifest and visible, and the fragrances of His grace diffused
and wafting. Yet the servants remain heedless, save for a few
who have truly rent asunder the veils, scattered the ranks of
names, shattered the idols of fancy, and with their whole being
joined themselves to the Truth. Such is the station of the
horsemen of this field. The immature ones of the world must
wallow in the clay of idle fancies and return to their abode.

Concerning what you wrote about being in the state of seeking
and crying “Show me!”, after this matter was presented in
the Most Holy Court, these exalted words descended from the
heaven of Will - blessed and exalted be His utterance:

“O Muhammad! This Wronged One bears witness that the
words ‘Thou shalt not see Me’ have been transformed to ‘Look
and thou shalt see Me’, and you have attained and achieved
this. O Muhammad! By the life of God, the servants are more
content with ‘Thou shalt not see Me’. Consider the deniers of
the Bayan. They have preferred the owl to the eagle, and the
lizard to the phoenix. Those feeble souls were not and are not
worthy of the effulgences of the Sun of Power. They consume
dust and are occupied with dust. We beseech God to protect
His loved ones from their doubts and their croaking. Verily,
He is powerful over all things.”

5 This evanescent one testifies that that spiritual beloved has

ever been and continues to be remembered, has not been and
will not be forgotten. I beseech God, exalted be His glory, to
grant another meeting, that we may gather in the shade of the
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Blessed Tree, to speak and to listen. Previously this servant
sent a letter to you containing divine verses, but as it was
during the time of upheaval, it did not reach you. All that you
sent, both money and otherwise, before and after, was received
according to your recent letter. Wherever you meet the loved
ones of God, convey greetings on behalf of this servant. I
beseech God to set them all ablaze and grant new effect to
their burning, that the whole world, from East and West and
South and North, may attain to the warmth of divine love
through that luminous flame. Glory, remembrance and praise
be upon you, upon those with you, and upon every steadfast
believer.

The servant 9 Rabi’u’l-Avval 1305
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To: Haji Siyyid Javad Khan, in Istanbul
Date: 1305-03-10 [1887-Nov-26]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Grandeur and the Power

O beloved of my heart! There exists no reminder in the world,
no educator and no reformer like separation. Glory be to God!
The light of union and its station and rank become manifest
through it, and patience and forbearance shine forth from it.
At every moment it makes the soul aware. Infinite grief ap-
pears from it, yet the discerning soul beholds in the ocean of
grief the hand of divine training and witnesses the chalices of
mercy. In brief, whatsoever comes from God, glorified be His
majesty, is adorned with wisdom, and His wisdom in all con-
ditions and circumstances is the cause of the exaltation and
elevation of His servants. Praise be to God Who has made
separation the key to union and remoteness the harbinger of
nearness, Who has honored us with His oneness among His
servants and adorned us with the ornament of His laws and
ordinances. Verily He is the Lord of all beings. There is none
other God but Him, the Mighty, the All-Knowing. And bless-
ings and peace be upon His Beloved through whom the light
of unity shone forth from the horizon of God’s will, the Lord
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of lords, and through whom the gate of knowledge was opened
and the dove of mystical understanding warbled upon the high-
est branches. Sovereignty belongs to God, the One, the Chosen.
And upon His family and companions whom the affairs of the
world prevented not from helping the Cause of God, the Lord
of all beings. They strove with utmost striving until they con-
quered the lands. Verily He is the Lord of the servants and the
King of creation in the beginning and the return.

Glorified art Thou, O my God and my Purpose and the Ulti-
mate Object of my hope and my desire! I beseech Thee by Thy
Book through which Thou didst separate between truth and
falsehood and which Thou didst name the Furqan among Thy
servants who arose to help Thy Cause and exalt Thy Word
and manifest Thy laws, that Thou assist Thy servants in that
which Thou lovest and approvest. Then I beseech Thee by the
lights of Thy Throne that Thou preserve the one who hath
acknowledged Thy unity and oneness and hath adorned his
life with Thy remembrance and praise. O Lord! Ordain for
him through Thy bounty that which befitteth the waves of the
ocean of Thy generosity and bestowal. Verily Thou art the
Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

And further, O beloved of my heart! Although the pen of this
ignorant one wrote of the virtues of separation and established
proofs, yet much pain and injury proceed from it. It melts the
liver, dissolves the heart, and prevents the breast from expan-
sion. I beseech God, glorified be His majesty, and hope that
He will soon ordain reunion and not deprive us of the blessing
of meeting, by the truth of His Prophets and Messengers and
their Lord and Master. Verily He is the Hearer, the Answerer.
You have always been and continue to be remembered. This
evanescent servant beseeches God that He make this journey
of yours the cause of outward and inward profit and the means
of ordering scattered and dispersed affairs. He is the Powerful
and the Mighty. If you wish to know the conditions of this land
- we are alive and enjoying God’s infinite bounties. All the rel-
atives are well and adorned with the ornament of health. No
grief exists save separation from that beloved, and it is hoped
that even this will soon be transformed into joy and delight. I
convey greetings to the friends of that land and beseech God
for their assistance and confirmation. He is the All-Bountiful,
He is the Bestower, He is the Generous. A letter was written
by this servant in reply to the letter of his honor Aqa Muham-
mad Ali, upon him be God’s peace, and sent, and likewise a
blessed Tablet especially for the beloved of the heart, his honor
Nabil ibn Nabil, upon him be peace. Peace be upon you and
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upon God’s sincere servants, and praise be to God, the Lord
of the worlds.
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Date: 1305-03-18 [1887-Dec-4]

He is the Hearer in His most exalted horizon

The Mother Book speaks: “The All-Giver has come with a
sovereignty before which all necks have bowed low. Take heed,
O people of insight!” The Beloved speaks: “The Most Great
Announcement has come, whereby the hearts of the nations
were thrown into commotion, save those whom God, the Lord
of lords, willed” And the Spirit calls out: “O people of the
Gospel! By God, the Promised One has come from the heaven
of proof with His most great glory. Fear God and deny not Him
Who was promised you in the Psalms and Tablets.” And Moses
calls out: “He Whose beauty I was prevented from beholding
has appeared. Hasten, O people of the Torah, unto the good-
pleasure of God, the Almighty, the Unconstrained.” And the
Point of the Bayan laments and says: “O My servants! We
counseled you in all Our Books, nay in every leaf, to believe
in Him and His verses, yet you committed that which caused
all things to lament.” Thus have We sent down the verses and
shown you thereby the path of guidance. Fear God, lay aside
what you possess and take what you are commanded by God,
the Lord of creation. Thus did the tongue of the Wronged One
speak when He was in the hands of the wicked. When you
attain to My Tablet and find the fragrance of My utterance,
say: “O my Lord! Praise be to Thee for having turned toward
me from the direction of the prison. I beseech Thee by Thy
wrongs and by what befell Thee at the hands of Thine enemies,
to make me one of those who have taken hold of Thy Book with
the hand of resignation, clinging to what hath been sent down
therein from the heaven of Thy commands and laws. Verily
Thou art powerful over what Thou willest. There is none other
God but Thee, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.”
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Date: 1305-03-18 [1887-Dec-4]

He is the Hearer, the Answerer Y CL:J\ »

This is a remembrance from Us to one who desired to drink
from the Kawthar of inner meanings from the cup of God’s
loving-kindness, the Lord of all worlds. The Wronged One hath
heard thy mention - a mention that no mention of the peoples
can equal - and hath witnessed thy turning unto Him, where-
upon He turneth toward thee from His Most Great Prison. We
have arisen before all faces and called everyone unto God, the
Mighty, the Praised. The people of hypocrisy turned away
from Us and desired to extinguish the light of God through
their might and their swords. Thus did their souls entice
them. Yet they are assuredly among the companions of the
Fire. Blessed art thou for having heard the Call and turned
unto the One, the All-Informed. We counsel thee with that
which the All-Merciful hath revealed in His perspicuous Book
and with that whereby His Cause may be exalted among His
servants. Verily, the Wronged One is the True Counsellor, the
All-Knowing. He calleth thee and the friends of God while be-
ing between the fangs of those who have denied God’s right,
His proof, His Manifestation and His clear evidences, with that
whereby His firm and mighty Cause may be exalted. Blessed is
the strong one who hath arisen to help the weak, and the pow-
erful one who hath turned toward the wronged and friendless
One. The glory from Us be upon thee and upon those who have
heard and answered their Lord, the Hearer, the All-Seeing.
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Date: 1305-03-18 [1887-Dec-4]

In the Name of Him Who shineth from the horizon of the
heaven of the Kingdom

A Book sent down by the Lord of Might unto him who hath
hearkened to the Call and turned unto God, the Mighty, the
Beauteous. O My loved ones on earth and My friends in every
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land! Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One. He desireth
to make mention of you through the verses of God and give you
glad tidings of His bounty which hath encompassed all who are
in the heavens and on earth. When thou hast attained unto the
lights of the Day-Star of My utterance and quaffed the choice
wine of divine knowledge from the chalice of My bestowal, say:

My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having guided me
and made mention of me. Thou didst create me, O my God,
through Thy will and purpose, and nourished me with the
purest milk, and reared me through the hands of Thy care and
favor until Thou didst cause me to hear Thy most sweet call
and taught me Thy path. I beseech Thee, O Creator of heaven,
O Thou through Whose might the earth was cleft asunder and
the heaven was rent apart, and through Whose loving-kindness
the countenance of all things was made to smile, to ordain that
I may in all conditions remain content with what Thou hast
through Thy bounty and generosity ordained for me. Verily
Thou art He through Whose will all things moved and through
Whose purpose all beings came to be. Nothing can frustrate
Thee and no affair can hinder Thee. There is no God but
Thee, the Almighty, the Strong, the All-Conquering, the All-
Powerful.
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To: Mulla Ali Bajistani et al.
Date: 1305-03-22 [1887-Dec-8]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord

2 O beloved of my heart! Where is the one who heareth and
where is the one who seeth? The verses speak, the clear signs
give utterance, the sun beareth witness, and the moon and
stars testify; yet the powers of sight and hearing are weak. The
blessed Tablet which was revealed specifically for his honour
‘Ali-Qabli-Muhammad, son of His Holiness the Most Truthful
Name of God, upon both of whom be the Most Glorious Beauty
of God, was adorned with these sublime words - thus saith the
Lord, exalted and sanctified be He: “O son of My Name! Were
the entire spiritual realm to be transformed into the power of
hearing, one could say it would be worthy of hearkening to
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these utterances that have flowed from the Pen of the Most
Merciful. Otherwise, the visible ears have not been and will
never be capable of hearing this call, save for a numbered few.
Beseech God to grant thee insight and bestow upon thee the
power of hearing, that perchance His helpless servants may not
remain deprived of the sweet fragrances of this divine Day.”

Today the horizons of the heavens of the unseen and the seen
are illumined with the lights of the Day-Star of utterance, yet
an eye capable of beholding is rarer than the red elixir. The
recompense of deeds hath prevented most of the people of the
world from drawing nigh and deprived them of the outpour-
ings of the days of the All-Bountiful Lord. Throughout ages
and centuries the peoples of the world have awaited the days
of His manifestation and still do - the followers of Moses in
temples, the followers of the Spirit in churches, and the fol-
lowers of the Qur’an in mosques, all beseeching and hoping
to attain His presence in the days of His appearance and not
to be deprived of the ocean of His utterance. Yet when the
lights of the manifestation of the Desired One of all worlds
shone forth from the horizon of will, all remained heedless and
veiled save whom God willing. The Christian says the Spirit
must appear from heaven in great glory; that people remain
heedless and deprived through such vain imaginings. And the
Shi’ih sect says the Qa’im must come and appear from the
imaginary Jabulga and the fictitious Jabulsa. I testify that all
sects worship their own desires and are devoted to the idols of
their fancy. They follow heedless and ignorant souls and cling
to their vain imaginings, while turning away from the light of
the Sun of Manifestation. Such is the condition of the people
of the world.

Glory be unto Thee, O Lord of the nations and Master of eter-
nity! T beseech Thee by Thy Cause through which the ocean
of knowledge surged in creation and the Day-Star of utterance
shone forth from the horizon of proof, to aid the people of Thy
earth to turn toward the court of Thy nearness and to attain
presence before Thy countenance. O my Lord! I beseech Thee
by the heaven of Thy bounty and the ocean of Thy mercy not
to withhold Thy servants from the outpourings of Thy days.
Draw them nigh, O my God, through Thy power, teach them
the ways of Thy guidance, and make them know the mani-
festations of Thy greatness and the evidences of Thy might.
Then ordain for them that which will keep them from all else
save Thee and will guide them to Thy Mighty Announcement,
whereby the limbs of all names trembled and the hearts of
all in the kingdom of creation were convulsed. Verily Thou
art the Omnipotent over whatsoever Thou willest, and in Thy
grasp are the reins of earth and heaven. Moreover, I beseech
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Thee, O my God, my Master and my Support, by the station
which was honored by Thy footsteps and by the verses which
descended from the heaven of Thy grace, to assist whosoever
hath turned toward Thee and desired of the wonders of Thy
bounty, and to ordain for him what Thou hast ordained for
such of Thy servants as are nigh unto Thee, who have arisen
to aid Thy Cause. Then write down for him the good of this
world and the world to come. Verily Thou art the Omnipotent,
the All-Bountiful, the Generous. There is no God but Thee,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

And furthermore, O beloved of my heart! Your letters, like
abundant rain, have arrived in succession. Their effect was
as the spring breeze of inner meaning, and their fruit as the
produce of the garden of utterance and significance, for every
letter thereof was a truthful testimony and an eloquent witness
to your acceptance, attention and steadfastness in the Cause
of God, exalted be His glory. Each instance was a cause of joy
and a source of delight, and the presence of each one spoke of
the station of nearness and attainment. Blessed be your pen
and joyous be your ink! After their observation, reading and
review, they ascended to the supreme heights and most exalted
horizon. In the presence of the Countenance of the Purpose
of all worlds, they attained the honor of being heard, and in
each instance the ocean of the utterance of the Most Merciful
surged in such wise that the minds of the world were incapable
and powerless to reckon it. And on this occasion, after being
presented before Him, the Tongue of Grandeur spoke these
verses - thus speaks the Lord, exalted and sanctified is He:
“In My Name, through which the suns of manifestation have
dawned from the horizon of the heaven of knowledge!”

O Ali! Hear My call from the direction of My prison. By God,
through it the ocean of divine knowledge surged in creation,
and the Luminary of proof shone forth from the horizon of the
heaven of certitude, and the Dove of the Cause warbled upon
the highest branches, “There is none other God but Me, the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed.”

We have seen what thou didst send before and after, and We
heard thy call therefrom. We answered thee with that where-
with the Lote-Tree of the Ultimate Boundary was adorned with
the leaves of wisdom and utterance, but the people are in a
strange sleep. We have seen thy devotion and have turned unto
thee, and have brought forth from the treasuries of My Most
Exalted Pen the pearls of favor and grace that thou mayest
thank thy Lord, the Compassionate, the Bountiful.

Give glad tidings to My loved ones with My remembrance and
remind them of what hath been sent down from the heaven of
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My Will. Verily thy Lord is the Ordainer, the All-Knowing.
Say: Beware lest the tyranny of any oppressor, or the turning
away of any rejecter, or the might of those who have disbelieved
in God, the Lord of the Day of Judgment, hold you back.

Say: Beware, O people of the Bayan, lest ye deprive your-
selves of the Living Waters which flow from the Pen of God,
the Lord of all worlds. Cast aside vain imaginings, then hasten
with your hearts to the Most Great Ocean and drink therefrom
in My Name, the Mighty, the Wondrous. Say: By God, were
the Point of the Bayan to circle round the Throne of the All-
Merciful before your faces - fear God and deny not the Truth
through your idle fancies. Verily He hath come from the hori-
zon of power with manifest sovereignty. We have raised Him
up in truth and sent Him to give glad tidings unto men of this
Most Great Cause and this Mighty News.

Say: Fear God, O people of the Bayan, and be not of them
who denied God’s proof after its revelation and disputed His
signs after their manifestation. He counseleth you out of His
grace, and He is the All-Bountiful, the Ancient of Days.

O Ali! Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One. This is that
call for the hearing of which the world was created. Convey
My greetings to the loved ones of God in that land and its
surroundings. The mention of each of those who have turned
unto God hath ever flowed from the Tongue of Grandeur, that
perchance they may attain such a station through the light of
the Word and the fire of the Divine Lote-Tree that the seas
of the doubts of the ungodly, atheists and traducers may not
quench it nor stay its burning.

How many widespread dominions hath the hand of destiny
rolled up and cast away, consigning both kings and subjects
to the dust! What morning hath no evening to follow it, and
what life hath not death pursuing it? Soon shall that which
is visible be seized by the might of annihilation and return
to non-existence. Say: O friends! These are days for which
the Prophets, the Chosen Ones, and the Messengers sought
audience with God, exalted be His glory. Each of you, through
God’s grace, hath attained unto that which hath no peer or
likeness. Know ye the value of this station and illumine the
horizons with the light of unity. One mention in this Day
excelleth the remembrances of centuries, and one deed in these
days surpasseth the deeds of ages. Strive ye that perchance ye
may achieve a deed which shall be adorned with the crown of
acceptance and shall endure as long as the kingdom of earth
and heaven endureth.
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In these days the thief entereth in the guise of the trustworthy,
and the manifestations of tyranny appear in the name of justice.
We have formerly informed all of that which would later appear.
O people of God! Give not credence to every speaker, and
be on your guard against the claimants. This is the binding
command of the Most Exalted Pen which hath been manifested
in the prison. The Glory which is manifest, evident, radiant,
and shining from the horizon of My utterance be upon thee.

Be on your guard against the pretenders - this is the imperative
command of the Most Exalted Pen that hath been revealed
in prison. The Glory that is manifest, evident, radiant and
shining from the horizon of the heaven of My utterance be
upon thee and upon My party, whom neither the might of the
aggressors, nor the riches of the heedless, nor the doubts of the
suspicious, nor the croakings of the detractors have deterred
from God, the Lord of the Day of Judgment.

At this moment We make mention of My handmaidens. By
God’s life, all are remembered in the presence of the Wronged
One and have attained unto divine bounty. We give them
all the glad-tidings of God’s mercy and remind them through
resplendent verses. For each one We beseech that which hath
flowed from the Pen of the Lord of all beings and hath been
recorded in the Crimson Scroll. Verily, He is the Generous, the
Bountiful. There is none other God but Him, the Single, the
One, the Mighty, the Great.

Praise be unto our Lord, our Goal and our Beloved, Who hath
manifested such grace as pens are powerless to recount, such
mercy as tongues fail to describe, and such loving-kindness as
souls fall short of comprehending. This evanescent servant,
with utmost humility and supplication, beseecheth the True
One, exalted be His glory, to aid His loved ones in that which
is befitting of His days and worthy of His grace. Verily our
Lord, the All-Merciful, is the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

Missives from that honored personage arrived in succession,
both before and after — some addressed to this evanescent one,
and others unto His Holiness Javad, upon him be the Glory
of God, the Most Glorious. God be praised! Each one bore
witness to the devotion, steadfastness, remembrance and turn-
ing of that spiritual beloved, and each was submitted unto the
Most Holy and Inaccessible Presence, attaining the honor of
being heard. From the heaven of bounty descended that which
hath perfumed the world with its fragrances, and there flowed
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forth that beside whose merest drop the oceans are in truth
as naught. This servant standeth bewildered — what praise
can prove worthy of these favors, and what thanksgiving ad-
equate unto these bestowals? Exalted is His loving-kindness,
transcendent His mercy, and supreme His gifts!

These exalted words once shone forth from the Dayspring of
Utterance — glorified and exalted be He — saying: O servant
in My presence, write unto ‘Ali, upon him be My Glory: O
‘Ali! These immature ones of the world have not been, nor
are they, capable of recognizing this Most Great Cause and
Mighty Announcement. They have sprung from the loins of
idle fancies, have been nurtured in vain imaginings, and cling
fast unto illusions. They have not been, nor are they, worthy
to behold the effulgent lights of the Orb of true Divine Unity,
and likewise are they incapable of hearkening unto this Call.
Nay, We have written unto the son of Asdaq, upon him be My
Glory: were the power of the spirit wholly transformed into
the power of hearing, it might then be said that he is worthy
to hearken unto this Call.

O ‘Ali! The ocean of light surgeth and waveth through the
breaths of the verses that have been revealed, and the realm
of utterance is illumined by the proofs of truth. Where are the
eyes that are dimmed, and where are these lights? Where are
the ears that are debarred, and where is this Call? This people
have been, and are, fit only to hearken unto the dawning-places
of idle fancies. ‘Leave them to plunge in their vain discourses
and to sport therein.” Of late have they clung to names. Men-
tion hath been made of a successor. God come to the aid of His
servants! For certain among the unjust of the world have pur-
posed to establish anew a sect from among the Shi’ah. Have
they not beheld the former sects and witnessed their deeds?
The Jews, in the Day of Resurrection, were observed to be
better and more exalted than that sect, inasmuch as they pro-
nounced no decree against the Essence of Truth Himself!

I shall make mention of but one utterance from the Bab, haply
some may become aware of and attain unto that which is
the purpose and discover it. The Bab - may the souls of
all else be sacrificed for His sake - sent a Tablet to Shaykh
Muhammad-Hasan-i-Najafi, and the bearer thereof was Mulla
‘Ali-i-Bastami. This Shaykh was the chief divine of the Shi’ihs.
He rejected the Tablet, waxed proud, disdained it, and spoke
that which befitted his own station. Thereafter the Bab - may
the souls of all else be sacrificed for His sake - revealed another
Tablet wherein He addresseth the aforementioned Shaykh, say-
ing: “Verily, We raised up ‘Ali from his resting-place and sent
him unto thee with a Book...” unto the end of His utterance,
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exalted and glorified be He. The purport of the blessed Tablet
is this: “We raised up ‘Ali from his resting-place and sent him
unto thee with a Book. Hadst thou recognized him and pros-
trated thyself before him, We would assuredly have raised up
from the first letter of thee the first letter, and from the second
letter the third letter. But since thou didst not recognize him,
all thy deeds were rendered null and void, thou didst enter
into the fire, and thou wast unaware thereof.” By God! Were
anyone to meditate upon this utterance of the Bab which hath
been mentioned, he would know of a certainty that there exis-
teth a station with God wherein names have no access. Now
they have turned away from Him at Whose mention the Point
of the Bayan [the Bab] said “I am the first to worship Him.”

By My life! If a soul were to contemplate this heralding utter-
ance that hath been mentioned, he would know with absolute
certainty that with God there is a station wherein names have
no access. Now they have turned away from a station concern-
ing which the Point of the Bayan hath said, at the mention
of His name, “I am the foremost of them that worship,” and
have clung to former tales and names. It is not known what
these unjust people have understood from the previous Dis-
pensation. The divines of Persia cursed and reviled the Truth
from all pulpits. By God’s life! Pure and attentive ears in this
hour hearken to the lamentations of these pulpits, engaged in
mourning and weeping. Say: Die in your wrath! Until ye pass
beyond the gulf of names, ye shall not attain, nor ever will at-
tain, to the ocean of inner meanings. The Kingdom of Names
circleth round, and the companions of the Mount are occupied
with praise and glorification. Where are they who behold all
save God as non-existent and as naught? These are they who
have quaffed the choice wine that is sealed, who soar above the
world. These repose on the thrones of certitude, recline upon
the couches of assurance, and are seated upon the cushions of
tranquillity. The divine Books, both past and present, speak
of such souls. Blessed are they that hear!

Convey My greetings to the loved ones of that land and its
surroundings. Say: O people of God! The delusions of the
past have appeared; they speak of perversion and utter similar
words. Enter ye into the impregnable, mighty fortress “We be-
long unto God” and behold yourselves detached from the world
and all who dwell therein. This is the counsel of God from the
Tongue of the Goal of all the worlds. His grace towards His
loved ones is evident and manifest. Today the breezes of bounty
are wafting and the ocean of generosity is surging. The disobe-
dience of the world hath not withheld His mercy, nor hath
the waywardness of the nations veiled the Sun of His bounty.
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Blessed are they who are adorned with the ornament of stead-
fastness and who utter the blessed words “We turn unto Thee.”
The glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of My grace
be upon thee and upon My loved ones whom the calumnies
of the denouncers and the assaults of the aggressors have not
deterred, who have turned their hearts to the Most Sublime
Horizon and have said: “Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of all be-
ings and Master of the Throne on high and of earth below, for
having guided us unto Thy straight path and Thy mighty an-
nouncement. Thou art, verily, the Almighty, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.”

The waves of the visible sea are manifest, and the lights of the
sun are evident. Unto Him be praise and glory, unto Him be
gratitude and splendor. He hath ever mentioned His loved ones
with most excellent utterance, an utterance from which the
fragrances of the One mentioned are diffused. I beseech God to
aid His loved ones to perform such deeds as are worthy of these
endless favors. Verily, He is the Munificent, the Kind. Praise
be unto Him, for He is the Most Generous of the generous ones.

The petition that was previously sent by the loved ones of God
reached the Most Holy Court and was honored to be heard. His
blessed and exalted Word: O ‘Ali! Upon thee be the glory of
God, the Lord of all worlds. Thy letter and that wherewith
thou didst call upon God, the Lord of the mighty Throne, hath
reached Us. We have heard that which thy outward and inner
tongue did utter, and have answered thee with this manifest
Book, each letter of which speaketh before the faces of the
world. The gate of heaven hath been opened and the Lord
of Names hath come with mighty sovereignty. O ‘Alil Make
mention of My loved ones on My behalf and give them the glad
tidings of My loving-kindness, that the sweet savors of divine
revelation may attract them to a station wherein the fire of
tyranny shall not deter them from the direction of God, the
Almighty, the Powerful. O Muhammad-Taqi! We have heard
thy call and beheld thy name. We make mention of thee in this
perspicuous Tablet. When thou hearest the call of Him Who
is wronged from the precincts of the Prison, and art attracted
by My choice sealed wine, say:

My God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having guided
me, for having made me know Thee, and for having caused
me to hear Thy verses and Thy days. I beseech Thee by the
Word through which the dead were raised up, the trumpet was
sounded, and the mountains were moved, to make me one of
those whom neither the might of the world hath deterred from
drawing nigh unto Thy Most Great Name, nor the clamor of
men hath kept back from turning toward Thy Name, the Most
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High, the Self-Subsisting. O my Lord! T am Thy servant and
the son of Thy servant. I beseech Thee by the waves of the
ocean of Thy bounty and by the lights of the suns of Thy favors
to make me not deprived of the manifestations of the Sun of
Thy unity, nor withheld from that which Thou hast ordained
for Thy chosen ones. Thou art, verily, the Omnipotent over
what Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee, the
All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.

26 We make mention of him who hath been named ‘Ali (Mulla)

in the Kingdom of Names, that the Call may attract him to
the Most Exalted Horizon and the Hand of Bounty may give
him to drink of the choice wine of Glory through My Most
Glorious Name. Thus have We sent down the verses as a grace
from Us, and I am verily the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.
Take thou the Book with the power bestowed by Us, and be
not of the patient ones. Beware lest the hosts of the world
frighten thee or the might of the sovereigns weaken thee. Cast
aside what the people possess in this Day wherein the Self-
Subsisting calleth and summoneth the servants unto His sealed
wine, which if anyone should drink thereof, neither the croaking
of the croakers would sadden him, nor would the doubts of
the doubters hinder him. We counsel thee and those who have
believed to be trustworthy and chaste, and to that whereby the
stations of man are exalted. Thy Lord is verily the Manifest
Counselor. God hath forgiven thee and thy father and thy
mother as a mercy from Him, and We ask Him to ordain for
thee that which will draw thee nigh unto Him and benefit thee
in all His worlds. He is verily the Single, the One, the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed.

O Karbila’i Isma’il! Praise be to God that thou hast turned
unto the waves of the divine ocean of utterance and the ef-
fulgences of the lights of the Sun of inner meanings, unto the
Straight Path and the Great News. This is a great bounty and
a mighty station. Implore thou His protection from Him. That
which thou didst beseech from God, exalted be His glory, hath
been heard, but it is more fitting that thou shouldst commit all
affairs unto Him and hold fast unto the cord of trust in Him,
for man knoweth not what profiteth or harmeth him. None
knoweth the unseen save Him. Say:

My God, my God! This servant of Thine hath turned unto
Thee and confesseth his ignorance before the dawning of the
Sun of Thy knowledge. I beseech Thee to ordain for him that
which shall profit him. Thou knowest what he hath and he
knoweth not what Thou hast, and Thou art verily the Most
Merciful of the merciful.
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O Haji Malik-Muhammad! He who loved Me hath mentioned
thee. We have mentioned thee with verses that are not equaled
by whatsoever hath been created on earth. Thy Lord is verily
the Forgiving, the Merciful. Thy name hath attained unto My
presence. Give thanks unto thy Lord for having aided thee to
recognize Him Who was hidden in the eternity of eternities and
treasured in the hearts of the Messengers. Say:

Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having remembered me
in Thy Most Exalted Station and for having sent down for me
that whose fragrance shall never fade throughout the continu-
ance of Thy Name, the All-Compelling over those who are in
the heavens and on earth. I beseech Thee to ordain for me
steadfastness in Thy Cause. Thou art verily the Single, the
One, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O Karbila’i Ramadan! We have heard thy call and have turned
toward thee from the direction of the Prison. Praise be to
God that thou hast turned unto Him and hast attained unto
the effulgences of the lights of the Sun of bounty of the One
desired by all the worlds. Today the ocean of grace is manifest
before all faces and the sun of generosity is shining from the
horizon of the world. Blessed are they whom the events of the
world have not prevented, nor kept back from remembrance
and praise. Take thou My Book and say: Unto Thee be glory,
O Thou Desire of the world, and unto Thee be praise, O Thou
Beloved of them that have recognized Thee.

2 O Ibrahim (Haji Mulla), hear My call which hath been raised

from the precincts of My prison, summoning mankind unto
Mine horizon, heralding unto them My mercy, and drawing
them nigh unto the Mighty, the Great. We have heard thy
call and have addressed thee from the Most Exalted Paradise’s
right hand side. There is none other God but He, the Compas-
sionate, the Generous. He hath appeared and revealed whatso-
ever He willeth, a command from His presence, and He is the
Almighty, the Omnipotent. The world’s might hath not hin-
dered Him, nor hath the oppressors’ tyranny frightened Him.
He hath spoken before all faces: “The Kingdom belongeth unto
God, the Lord of all worlds.” Blessed is he who hath heard
the call and responded to his Ancient Lord. Woe betide him
who hath denied and turned away from this Momentous News.
Give thanks unto God for having aided thee to turn towards
Him when every ignorant one remote from Him turned away.
Behold the divines of Iran who awaited throughout centuries
and ages the advent of God and His sovereignty. Yet when
the Promise was fulfilled and the Promised One came from
the heaven of their Lord, the Unconstrained’s will, they arose
in opposition until they pronounced against Him an injustice
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whereat the realities of all things lamented, and beyond them
the near ones and the sincere. Thus have We adorned thee with
the traces of My Most Exalted Pen that thou mayest rejoice
and be among the thankful.

O Muhammad, My glory be upon thee! Thou didst seek bounty
for the people of Kakhk. A blessed tablet hath been sent down
and dispatched from the Kingdom of divine knowledge. We
beseech God to cause all to attain unto it, that they may drink
from the ocean of utterance and be illumined by the lights of
the Day-Star of true divine unity. He is the All-Bountiful, He
is the Generous.

O Rida, say: My God, my God! I beseech Thee by the lights
of Thy countenance and the mysteries of Thy knowledge to
make me among those who desire naught save what Thou hast
desired for them through Thy bounty and decreed for them
through Thy command. O my Lord! I testify to Thy oneness
and Thy singleness, and that Thou art God, there is none other
God but Thee. I beseech Thee to aid me to be steadfast in Thy
Cause and to ordain for me the good of the hereafter and of
this world. Verily Thou art the Lord of the Throne and earth.
There is none other God but Thee, the Mighty, the All-Praised.

35 O Muhammad Husayn, thy name hath been mentioned and

these verses have been revealed and inscribed in thy honor.
His grace hath encompassed the world and His mercy hath em-
braced all, yet in most cities the hosts of self and passion have
prevailed over godliness. We beseech God to grant strength
and power that the servants of earth may attain unto that for
which they were brought from nothingness into being.

O Nasrullah, hear what the All-Merciful revealed in the Qur’an:
“When God’s help and victory come, and thou seest men enter-
ing God’s religion in throngs.” In truth, on the day of victory
and triumph, all are seen submissive and humble. Blessed is
the soul that in these days hath attained the honor of accep-
tance. The Messenger of God - may the spirit of all else be
sacrificed for Him - commanded holy war. The Primal Point
- may the spirit of all else be sacrificed for Him - commanded
assistance. Yet this Wronged One hath strictly forbidden in
the Tablets all conflict, strife, sword and spear, and hath com-
manded all to assist God’s Cause through the hosts of goodly
deeds and praiseworthy character, and to conquer the cities of
hearts. Blessed are they who act accordingly.

7 O Kuchak, thy mention hath flowed from the Most Exalted

Pen, and the Wronged One’s countenance is at this moment
turned toward thee, making mention of thee. Shouldst thou
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comprehend this station’s rank, thou wouldst, until the grave,
utter the blessed words “Praise be unto Thee, O Single One, O
Unique One.” The glory shining from the heaven of My mercy’s
horizon be upon My loved ones who have attained unto My
days and have acknowledged that which hath been sent down
from the heaven of their Lord’s will, the All-Explaining, the
All-Knowing.

O Ali! Each of the aforementioned names has attained that
which has had and has no likeness or equal. Some have desired
to attain Our presence; however, due to certain circumstances
in these days, it was not and is not expedient. You should give
glad-tidings to all on behalf of the Wronged One and gladden
them with the Tablet of God.

O My beloved! The exalted standards and divine banners are
manifest and evident from the clear signs. This servant be-
seeches and hopes for the divine grace that He may cause His
loved ones to attain that which befits His Day. His standards
and banners have been and are the manifestations of His com-
mandments and prohibitions. Repeatedly from the Most Ex-
alted Pen this most sublime word hath been revealed, blessed
and exalted be His utterance: “The hosts of divine ethics and
deeds are the helpers of this Cause, and the commander of
these hosts is the fear of God.”

This is the word that should any fair-minded person hear it,
he would speak with justice and converse with equity. O My
beloved! The sending of the reply to the letter was greatly
delayed. In any case, forgiveness has been and is sought, for
time was lacking and opportunity absent. I beseech you and
the loved ones to pray for divine assistance and confirmation
for this evanescent one, as time is outwardly short and the task
momentous. There is no power nor strength except through
God, the Most High, the Most Great.

Concerning the mention made of Aqa Muhammad-Rida and
Aqa Siyyid Muhammad, upon them be the glory of God, and
likewise their degree of enkindlement with the fire of God’s
love, after presentation before Him, these verses were revealed
from the heaven of the Divine Will, blessed and exalted be His
utterance:

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Informed

This is a mention from Us unto him who was named Muham-
mad before Rida, that the mention may draw him unto God,
the Lord of all names, and make him of those whom the veils
of the world have not caused to slip nor the signs of the de-
niers hindered. We have heard thy mention and make mention

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

T 52 3bb Y s 5 L k) 8L
ol QU o 5oy sl 31 e B
o B sl e J7 L 17l sLL 100

Al el

§ adlas 56 Koo, She olol oL
(¥ ‘o;\)\ LSA&J J‘)‘.ﬁj LAY Jiﬂj 4..31
= oL} o 035 yprl Gany a5 ilesd
el 13511 8 b OLdT e 5 00

LQF\’G)\J)}IM&\CJL--’ JJAJC))B/{

£y ST bl Ol 5 o el 352 |
sl el alep F6 15 55 Uyl &
5l Sl U 5 Sl gl oy
SANPS AENGISRPRE
5 Pl pob dl s SOl 45 b Le
W) st s O Yo s BN 5 BV

@)

Jan Al o Lz » & Sl |
sl gt b S JG Sl 5 4
3 3] 3 g s 2T Jsb L wel Ol
BN NN AT
Lc,u\u,\)gt,;\;\pmw},;}@
Ll b by sdy Gl 6l glene
s Jot 5 § A 05 8
il W L VIS5 Y 5 Y

s BT Ol Ly S BT Ol 53 5
_.;\,M,m,f\{m@wis
plel 025 1 (A o ol 1L Jlaci
ke A I3k s el 51 U o) g
Al

PUEIENTI I

wlnd Loy U3 dek o od Bl e 53
b ol oo dag 5 TN Lyo il L1 S0
W,A\Qbu\wujgu\ow@
55) 4 OF $h SUSE S e U

146

38

39

42



44

15

16

Vol. 84: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part I

BH00046

of thee with a mention whereby the hearts of those near unto
God are drawn. We counsel thee and those who have believed
to fear God, the Lord of all worlds. Say:

My God, my God! Thy call hath attracted me, Thy grace
hath delivered me, Thy verses have taken hold of me, and the
light of Thy Cause hath guided me to Thy straight path. I
beseech Thee by the waves of the ocean of Thy utterance and
the effulgences of the sun of Thy manifestation to make me in
all conditions steadfast in Thy Cause and firm in Thy love. O
Lord! I am Thy servant and the son of Thy servant and the son
of Thy handmaiden. I have turned to Thy most exalted horizon
and supreme height. I beseech Thee not to disappoint me of
that which Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones in Thy
days. I am he who, O my God, hath acknowledged Thy Book
and what hath been sent down therein of Thy commandments
and ordinances and that which the tongue of Thy grandeur
hath spoken. I beseech Thee, O Quickener of the graves and
Manifestor of light, by Thy most glorious path and Thy most
great announcement, to ordain for me that which will draw
me nigh unto Thee in all conditions. Verily, Thou art the Self-
Sufficing, the Most Exalted.

And this is what was revealed for Siyyid Muhammad, upon
him be the glory of God:

O Muhammad! Hear My call from the precincts of My prison.
Verily it will draw thee nigh unto Mine horizon, and will aid
thee to stand firm in My Cause, and will give thee to drink of
the Kawthar of Mine utterance from the hand of My bounty,
and will guide thee to the station which God hath made the
most exalted of stations. We have manifested the Cause before
the faces of all peoples - among them are those who turned
away, those who hesitated, those who pronounced sentence
upon the shedding of My blood, and those who turned to-
wards Me and said: “Here am I, O Thou Desire of the Worlds!
Here am I, O Thou in Whose grasp lieth the reins of all men!”
Blessed is the servant who hath heard and responded, and woe
unto every denier who hath turned away from God in his final
end. O Muhammad! Take thou the chalice of immortality in
My Most Great Name, then drink therefrom in spite of the
enemies who turned away from the Face, having followed the
sources of vain imaginings. Thus hath the Divine Lote-Tree
spoken that which draweth the hearts of the righteous. When
thou hast drunk of My choice-sealed wine in My Self-Subsisting
Name, say:

7 “My God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having caused

me to hear Thy call and for having made known unto me the
Dayspring of Thy signs, the Manifestation of Thy clear tokens
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and the Source of Thy commandments. I beseech Thee by the
lights of Thy Kingdom and the mysteries of Thy Dominion to
aid me in that which Thou lovest and art pleased with. Verily,
Thou art the Lord of all beings and the Lord of the worlds to
come and of those gone before. There is none other God but
Thee, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing.”

Mention was made of Karbila’it Muhammad (the barber), upon
him be the Glory of God. After it was presented before the
Most Holy Court, this utterance was revealed from the King-
dom of divine grace - exalted be His glory: O Muhammad!
The friends of God have ever been and are blessed with the
traces of the Most Exalted Pen. Thy mention is remembered
and thy name is known. God willing, thou shalt hold fast unto
the Book of God with such firmness that all the world shall
be powerless to separate thee from it. Praise be to God that
thou hast hearkened unto the rustling of the Most Exalted Pen
and hast drunk from the ocean of knowledge of the Desire of
the worlds. We beseech God to aid thee to remain steadfast in
this Most Great Cause. We ask God to forgive thee, thy father,
thy mother, and thy wife. Verily He is the Most Merciful of
the merciful ones and He is the Forgiving, the Generous. We
counsel thee and those who have believed in that which be-
seemeth this glorious and wondrous Day. We have mentioned
and continue to mention the loved ones of that land, one and
all, and We command them all to fear God, which is the crown
of all deeds. Blessed are they who act, and woe unto those who
neglect. Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

An incalculable bounty hath been manifested, such that were
all the atoms of creation to be transformed into pens, and all
the seas into ink, they would be unable to render thanks for
these manifest and resplendent favors. Who hath the capacity
and power to offer fitting thanks? However, since the acknowl-
edgment of powerlessness is beloved, perchance this powerless-
ness may become the cause of acceptance and lead to success.
Night and day He hath remembered His loved ones and com-
manded them to that which will exalt their stations and ranks,
through utterances from whose every letter doth shine forth
the sun of loving-kindness. Verily our Lord, the Most Merciful,
is the Compassionate, the Generous. There is no God but Him,
the Forgiving, the Merciful.

A petition submitted in the name of Muhammad Husayn
(son of Mulla Abu’l-Qasim) and Aga Khalilu'llah and Aqa
Asadu’llah, the two nephews of the honored teacher - upon
him and upon them be the Glory of God - was presented
before the Most Holy, Most Exalted Court, and these manifest
verses were revealed from the Dayspring of bounty and the
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Ocean of grace specifically for them - blessed and exalted be
His Word:

In the name of the One God

O My loved ones! Your letter was presented before the
Wronged One in the Most Great Prison and gained the honor
of being heard. Praise be to God, it testified to your awareness
and to your acceptance, attention and love for the Beloved
of the worlds. We beseech God to assist you in exalting His
Word through wisdom and utterance, and to sanctify you
from whatsoever is unworthy of the station of man. Today the
Tongue of Grandeur proclaims: By God’s life! The sun has
neither shone nor risen upon such a day. All must recognize
the value of these divine days and aid the Cause of God
through goodly deeds. Praise ye the Desired One of the
world Who has mentioned you - a mention whose fragrance
is everlasting and enduring. We beseech God to assist you in
that which He loves and is pleased with, to make you among
those who have drunk the choice wine of utterance from the
cups of their Lord’s bountiful gifts, the Compassionate, the
Generous, and to ordain for you that which shall be as light
before your faces in all the worlds of His worlds. Verily, He
is the Powerful, the Mighty, and worthy to grant this prayer.
Glory be upon you and upon those who have attained unto
this mighty Cause and this Great Announcement.

And likewise the petition of the two sons of the martyred
Ni'matullah and Nasrullah, upon him and them be the Glory
of God, was presented before Him and gained the honor of be-
ing heard, and these verses were revealed from the Kingdom of
the All-Merciful’s utterance specifically for them. His exalted
Word:

In the Name of the Desired One of the World

The servant was present with your petition and presented it
all, and this Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet was revealed in
response from the Sacred Kingdom, that ye may drink from
the Euphrates of utterance and receive your portion from the
Kawthar of divine knowledge. The relatives of the departed,
elevated teacher - upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of God
- and the martyr have ever been and are mentioned before the
Wronged One. We beseech God to enable you to preserve the
pearls of His love. The treacherous have been and are lying
in wait for this precious gem. The ignorant and heedless ser-
vants who are unaware of the root of the Cause are striving
and struggling to mislead sanctified souls, and through various
forms of deceit and guile have been and are attempting to pre-
vent them. We beseech God to assist you with such assistance

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

A3 by b Ol opaz (b 2
s 5 SOl

KL .Ai}\.,\?» rL

el oy Glisl e o U tal LI L
sy (218 aH A Fb bl Oty ol
Cat s s s JB) L e A6,
oMol e p 3o ) e ells G- 51 0Ll
&Y 15 Al ey O 5 o2 oK
Ceais Ol 3500 a5 0355 OLA plis
Gl ey Car Jo s QB el gL
b A el B 4l eah b 5 a0
A dale @ |y A ) agb Jel ) asly
K55 5 £ L1 § 1, He sy a5
o §a5 00N Jed ol Hs 5 Gl g e
G o aj‘y;h%; s il
5 a3 gasll V‘é’ e s e 0L
}chféﬁﬁ; (‘L“TJ}S 055 b SJJ-M'
ol eVl il s 6l g o
5 e oI e 156 ) e e 4

PEIPUCRIREIIRR

Aass gt & (gl Sty o i
02 p s 5o il el e 5 ale dll
S ol gl s csS b kel O, an
A5 b ola) o paz ey 0L oS

aui.if,o

él‘c’r’l‘(‘l‘i :

\j\ru,,@uw I T IS
j\&..)\ﬁ-)Jd-\;\c.ﬁ\C)d‘jJ}éubf
aelil, 0l @l 3 b J3b e & Kl
Cpelie dHY Ay Caand OB s S5 50
e 5 g Y1 A ‘Im‘-:lcgﬂﬁﬁ/ Sae
ﬁ@})‘mjwﬁuﬁ‘p\b&
ﬁﬁd\u‘.:pdg/ﬁbjsj\:é}a\)w
Jalr sle wis yosp (8 o ol ) o
st M) s S ol el 318 Bl
)J&J;‘C‘j\e}“‘\?}&b“:\iﬂ
\)@&g:}j\m}o;ﬁdﬂgm
L 8 e e Sl S

149

51

52



at

~

Vol. 84: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part I

BH00046

that the ranks of the world shall be powerless to prevent and
the might of nations shall not weaken you. Stand firm in His
Cause through divine power and might, and be vocal in His
remembrance and praise. We counsel all to observe calmness,
dignity and wisdom, lest the clamor of the ignorant be raised in
ignorance. There are learned ones who are deprived and pre-
vented from the Dawning Place of divine revelation and the
ocean of heavenly knowledge. We mention the loved ones of
that land and its surroundings and counsel them to that which
is befitting. Glory be upon you, O My loved ones, from God,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

The Sun of Divine Utterance has shone forth from the horizon
of the heaven of God’s mercy in such wise that its light has
encompassed the dust of earth and indeed all the world, and its
fragrance has perfumed it. Should one possessed of the sense of
smell be in the furthermost parts of the world, he would detect
this diffused fragrance, would turn with heart and soul, and
would remain occupied with remembrance and praise through-
out his life. One is astonished at what has prevented the eyes
of the people of the world and what has veiled the sense of
smell of the nations. Strange and wondrous is it that some
of the ignorant ones of the world have denied this Most Great
Cause and seek to establish another. Glory be to God! If this
Cause be denied, what other cause would be worthy of affir-
mation or mention? We must beseech God that perchance the
oppressors may attain unto justice and the workers of tyranny
unto equity.

Likewise the petition of Aga ‘Ali-Akbar, upon him be the Glory
of God, was presented before the Most Holy and Most Exalted
Presence. This is what was revealed for him from the heaven
of the will of our Lord, the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful.
He says, blessed and exalted be He: “O ‘Ali-Akbar! Thy let-
ter arrived and We saw and heard it. Praise be to God that
thou hast turned unto Him and attained the honor of recog-
nition. Thou didst seek His presence from the Wronged One.
O ‘Ali-Akbar! The heedless servants have become a barrier
and have prevented the people from the Truth. Be not grieved
at being deprived of His presence and meeting. Beseech God
that He may ordain for thee from the Most Exalted Pen the
reward of His presence. He is the Lord of Command and the
Sovereign of Decree. He doeth what He willeth and ordaineth
what He pleaseth. The creatures of the first and the last are
powerless to prevent His Will. The power of His Word and the
penetration of His Purpose are manifest as the sun. Blessed is
the eye that seeth and woe unto every heedless doubter. The
souls mentioned in thy petition have each attained unto the
Luminary of Utterance, the Goal of all the worlds. We give
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them glad tidings of My remembrance and My favor, and We
counsel them with that which beseemeth the days of God, the
Lord of the Mighty Throne and the Possessor of the Exalted
Seat.”

Praise be to God! All have achieved victory and have been
adorned with the lights of the utterance of our Lord, the Lord
of the Throne and of the earth. This servant petitioneth the
Almighty, glorified be His glory, that He may confirm and make
successful all mankind in such deeds, actions, and character
as shall ensure the permanence of His dominion throughout
the Kingdom of earth and heaven. Verily, our Lord, the All-
Merciful, is the Omnipotent, the All-Powerful, and He is the
Compassionate, the All-Knowing.

Likewise, two petitions from Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid ‘Ali and Jinab-
i-Aga Siyyid Baqir — upon them be the glory of God — were
received. After being submitted before the presence of the
Lord of all mankind, two luminous Tablets specific to them
were revealed. He speaketh — blessed and exalted be He:

In the Name of Him Who is the Manifest, the Witnessed

O ‘Ali! Hearken unto My Call with the ear of thy heart. By
My life! Wert thou to hear it with true attention, it would
draw thee unto a station wherein the sorrows of the world and
the tribulations of the nations would cause thee no grief, and
thou wouldst find thy spirit sanctified from the doubts of the
wayward and independent of whatsoever is in the hands of
kings and sultans. Hearken unto the Call from the Lote-Tree
beyond which there is no passing: Verily, there is no God but
He, the One, the All-Knowing. The servant who is present hath
come with thy letter and hath presented it before the Wronged
One. We have answered thee with this luminous Book which
proclaimeth throughout the world and summoneth all unto
God, the Lord of all the worlds. Give thanks unto God, thy
Lord, for that He hath confirmed thee in turning toward Him
and hath made known unto thee that which hath been withheld
from the men of the earth and its champions. Verily, bounty
is in His grasp, and He is the Compassionate, the Generous.
When the wafting of the verses doth move thee, turn thy face
and thy heart unto the Dawning-Place of the clear tokens. Say:

My God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having caused
me to hear Thy call, shown me Thy tokens and summoned
me from the precincts of Thy prison. I beseech Thee by Thy
Cause, through which they that are sincere hastened to the
seat of sacrifice and they that are devoted to the highest hori-
zon, to ordain for me that which shall make me steadfast in
Thy Cause and firm in Thy love, such that neither the hosts of
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the oppressors nor the might of the ungodly shall prevent me.
O my Lord! I testify that Thou hast created me to know the
Dayspring of Thy signs and the Source of Thy commandments
and ordinances, and to act according to what Thou hast re-
vealed in Thy Tablets. I beseech Thee by Thy bounty through
which the ocean of existence hath surged, and by the generosity
through which Thou hast quickened the world and its peoples,
to ordain for me and for those with me that which shall cause
us to be numbered with them that have attained unto Thy
good-pleasure and have quaffed the choice wine of detachment
from the hands of Thy bestowal. Verily, Thou art the Almighty
over what Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

This was revealed for Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Baqir, upon him be
the Glory of God.

He is the One Who ruleth over all who are in earth and heaven.

5 The Call of God hath, from everlasting, been uplifted on high;

and the resplendent Luminary of His Revelation hath arisen
and shone forth from the horizon of the heaven of Tur. Behind
this Light there have, indeed, followed dark clouds, and after
it have swept the mists of hatred. Though, in these days, they
have hindered the rays of the Sun of Truth from shedding their
splendour, yet shall the Light, in the end, prevail, the Cause
be made manifest, and the all-compelling decree be witnessed
in its ascendancy.

We admonish the loved ones of God—exalted be His glory—to
cleave unto trustworthiness and uprightness, and to whatsoever
will lead to the exaltation and advancement of the Word of
God. O people of God! From among your attributes must
the attribute of God be made evident; and your deeds, your
motions and your stillness, must become the mirrors of the Will
of God. This Wronged One hath ever enjoined upon them that
turn unto Him and them that love Him that which causeth
loftiness and sublimity. The atoms of creation bear witness
and testify that He hath desired nothing for Himself. Render
thanks unto the Ancient Lord, Who hath mentioned thee in a
time when thou art encompassed by the slanders of the peoples.
We beseech God to bestow upon thee, and upon the loved
ones in that land, His bounty of success, and to aid them to
persevere in remembrance and praise, in wisdom and utterance.
There is none other God but He, the Single, the One, the
Ordainer, the Judge, the Mighty, the Bountiful.

7 Take counsel together in thine affairs; whatsoever proceedeth

from consultation, that do thou carry out—for in divers
Tablets have We commanded all men to consult. We ask God
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to confirm thee and His loved ones in that which He loveth
and approveth; and We ask Him to forgive thy father and thy
mother, and then those who have ascended unto Him. Verily
He is the Most Merciful of the merciful, and the God of all
who are in the heavens and on the earth. End.

To render befitting thanks for these favours no one hath been,
nor can ever be, capable—by the righteousness of His own
Self, the One, the True. Though the pens of the world and
the tongues of all peoples were to utter His praiseworthy re-
membrance, the praises of the first and the last, they would
assuredly not be equal to a single word of those words which
shine forth from the Dayspring of His Will. Yet, since we are
bidden to praise and glorify Him, we cling to the cord of re-
membrance; else, what are the praises of created things, and
where is the all-holy, most pure, most sanctified Court? In ev-
ery state we are of Him, and from Him we implore that which
is worthy of His bounty.

This servant beseecheth the Lord of Existence to kindle His
loved ones with such a fire that the world itself may be set
aflame. Verily our Lord is the Omnipotent, the Almighty.
There is none other God but He, the All-Powerful, the Mighty,
the All-Praised.

Concerning that honoured beloved, Haji Mirza ‘Ali-Akbar—
upon him be the glory of God—of whom they wrote, and
whose steadfastness and ardour they made mention: after this
was laid before the Most Holy, the Most Exalted Court, these
mighty verses were sent down from the Kingdom of the grace
of the Lord of all mankind. He saith, Exalted, the Sanctified
be He:

O ‘Ali-Akbar! Hear thou the call of the Wronged One. He
verily remembereth thee and draweth thee nigh and teacheth
thee that which beseemeth the days of God, thy Lord and the
Lord of thy forebears. Repeatedly hath thy mention flowed
from the Most Exalted Pen, and time and again hast thou been
favored with the tokens of the Pen of Command. Ponder thou
upon that which hath been sent down from the heaven of God’s
will. In every utterance lieth concealed the Kawthar of divine
knowledge. Blessed are they that drink thereof! I swear by the
Sun of Truth that whosoever shall today observe the divine
verses with the eye of justice and fairness shall be sustained by
the Kawthar of steadfastness and shall find himself detached
from all else but God. When thou art illumined by the lights of
the Orb of My proof and hast drunk the Salsabil of knowledge
from the chalices of My verses, say:
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My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having remembered
me and magnified me and honored me and made me to know
Thee. I beseech Thee, O Creator of the world and Light shining
amidst the nations, by Thy Most Great Name through which
the limbs of the aggressive ones among Thy servants and the
idolaters among Thy creatures have trembled, to make me in
all conditions steadfast in Thy Cause, firm in Thy love and
acting according to what Thou hast revealed in Thy Book.
There is no God but Thee, the Single, the One, the Powerful,
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

This servant likewise beseecheth God, exalted be His glory, to
aid him to champion His Cause in such wise that the fame
of his steadfastness may spread throughout all lands and re-
gions. Should they consider the signs, tokens and verses of the
Messengers, and ponder that which hath been revealed and
made manifest in this Most Great Revelation from the heaven
of bounty, they would testify with absolute certainty to the
greatness, power, sovereignty and all-encompassing nature of
this Most Great Revelation over all past and future Manifesta-
tions. God willing, they are aided to make mention and offer
praise and serve the Cause of God - our purpose and the pur-
pose of all who are in the heavens and on earth. Praise be to
Him, for He is the Goal of them that know.

As for what was mentioned in the previous letter regarding
traveling to different regions for the purpose of teaching God’s
Cause, after its presentation They said that in these matters
consultation must be made. We beseech God to establish this
decree - that is, consultation - which We have in these days
made binding, that all may adhere to it henceforth. O ‘Ali!
In the path of God thou hast witnessed and heard that which
caused the greatest sorrow. No deed is ever lost in the sight of
God, nor shall it ever be. The deeds of His loved ones in His
path are each like unto a treasure in the keeping of a Trustee to
Whose trustworthiness all things have testified and do testify.

As for appointing this evanescent one as representative specif-
ically for visitation on Friday the seventeenth of the month of
Rabi’w’l-Avval at noon, after permission was granted, this one
presented himself and there was fulfilled that which hath been
the purpose of that Beloved One and all the chosen ones of
God, past and future. How blessed are mine eyes and thine
eyes, and how blessed am I and art thou! We beseech Him,
exalted be He, to aid us in remembrance and praise, and in at-
taining His presence and circumambulating His shrine. Verily,
He is powerful over all things.
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And as to what thou hast written concerning the honoured
Aqa [Shahviri] and Aqa Shahvirdi—upon them be the glory
of God—and thy mention of their pleasing qualities and their
pure deeds, and likewise thy remembrance of the trustworthi-
ness and integrity of the loved ones in that land: these matters
were submitted in the presence of His holy Court. He—blessed
and exalted be He—hath spoken:

7 “Out of sheer grace and favour We drew the sons of Abraham

and the heirs of Moses from the dust of the earth unto the
Most Exalted Horizon, and guided them from the north of idle
fancy unto the right hand of certitude. Convey, on behalf of
the Wronged One, to these two, Our greetings of magnifica-
tion. Their mention hath been, and shall ever remain, in the
precincts of the Wronged One; and each hath attained unto
the traces of the Pen of the Most High and to other favours
besides. We beseech God to confirm them, that they may arise
with perfect steadfastness to render service unto the Cause of
the Lord of mankind. O ‘Ali! Implore of God that He may
adorn, one and all, the heirs of Kalim with trustworthiness
and integrity, with sanctity and purity. Some, in the regions
round about, are acting in a manner unbefitting; beseech thou
God that He may strengthen all to cleave unto that which
causeth exaltation and advancement.” End.

The supplication of Jinab-i-Ibn-i-Azghandi—upon him be the
glory of God—was laid before the Most Holy, the Most Exalted
Presence, and was honoured with His listening ear; and this
most holy and mighty Tablet was revealed especially for him,
that he might drink from the cups of the utterance of our Lord,
the All-Merciful, the Kawthar of wisdom and understanding.
He—Dblessed and exalted be He—hath spoken:

In the Name of Him Who speaks with wisdom

O son of Azghand, upon thee be the Glory of God! Thy letter
hath come before the Wronged One, and the servant in atten-
dance before the Throne hath presented it. We have revealed
for thee a Tablet whereby the cities of knowledge and wisdom
have been perfumed. Verily thy Lord is the Mighty, the Be-
stower. We have turned toward thee from the direction of the
Prison as a token of Our grace. Verily thy Lord is the Mighty,
the All-Bountiful.

We counsel thee and those who have believed to be character-
ized by trustworthiness, righteousness, truthfulness and purity.
Blessed is the servant who acteth in accordance with what hath
been ordained in the Book of God, the Lord of all lords. Hear-
ken unto the call from the direction of ‘Akka - verily there is
no God but Him, the Mighty, the Unconstrained. Blessed be
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thy father, again blessed be he! He informed My servants of
My Manifestation before I manifested Myself. Verily nothing
is hidden from thy Lord’s knowledge. He is the Mighty, the
All-Knowing,.

We have mentioned him in the Crimson Tablet with My Most
Exalted Pen in such wise that his remembrance shall endure
among all mentions and his spirit among all spirits. Verily
thy Lord is the Mighty, the All-Bountiful. Take hold of God’s
Tablet with the power bestowed by Him and follow not those
who follow the sources of fancy and imagination. Say: O people
of the Bayan! By God, the All-Merciful hath come, He for
Whom the Point of the Bayan sacrificed Himself in His path.
Fear God, O people of fairness! Be just concerning God’s Cause
and His Manifestation. He hath come from the heaven of proof
with verses which have left those of understanding powerless
to comprehend them. Say: Cast away what ye possess and
take what ye have been given by God, the Illuminator of all
horizons. O son of Ahmad, upon him be My glory, My mercy
and My loving-kindness! When the breezes of My revelation
stir thee and the wine of My utterance intoxicates thee, say:

O my God, my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Most Great Prison,
and by Thy imprisonment in the Land of Ta, and by another
imprisonment in another land, and by Thy mighty signs, to
assist me and Thy loved ones in that which befitteth Thy days
and beseemeth Thy station. O my Lord! Thou seest me turn-
ing unto Thee and clinging to Thee. Ordain for me that which
will draw me nigh unto Thee in all conditions. Verily, Thou art
the Mighty, the Bountiful. I beseech Thee, O God of existence
and Lord of the seen and unseen, by the banners of Thy signs
and the emblems of Thy power and sovereignty, to make me
steadfast, firm, upright and unwavering in Thy Cause, through
which the limbs of the learned have quaked, the hearts of the
divines have trembled, and the feet of the wise have slipped,
save those whom the hands of Thy favor have delivered. Ver-
ily, Thou art the One Who hath power over whatsoever Thou
willest. There is none other God but Thee, the Single, the One,
the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.

Such bounty and mercy hath been manifested as the eye of
creation hath neither seen nor shall see the like thereof. O
people of God! Know ye the worth of this most exalted station
and this ultimate goal, and at all times hold fast unto service
to His Cause. The victorious hosts are wisdom and utterance
and deeds and character. Blessed is he who aids the Cause
of his Lord through wisdom and utterance and through that
which hath been revealed in the Book. Convey my greetings
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and salutations to all the friends in that land and its surround-
ings. I beseech God, exalted be His glory, to assist them in
that which beseemeth this blessed Day. Verily our Lord, the
All-Merciful, is the Compassionate, the Generous. Glory and
remembrance and praise be upon thee and upon those with
thee and upon God’s loved ones there and upon all who are
steadfast and upright. Praise be to God, the Mighty, the Wise.

5 The servant 18th of Rabi’u’l-Avval 1305
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)
Date: 1305-03-22 [1887-Dec-8]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord

Praise, glory, gratitude and honor befit the Lord of the King-
dom of Names, Who through His grace and bounty brought
the world from nothingness into being, adorned it with the or-
nament of existence, and bestowed the gift of knowledge that
all might attain to His recognition, which was the purpose of
creation. Whosoever has attained to this station is adorned
with such deeds and character as conduce to the reformation
of the world and the tranquility of nations. Blessed are they
whom the affairs of the world and its vicissitudes have not
withheld from the Truth nor debarred from the divine path.
These are the flowing rivers and the enduring stars; these are
the dawning-places of goodness and the daysprings of benev-
olence. The servant beseecheth his Lord to strengthen them
with His hosts, to protect them by His sovereignty, and to aid
them through the signs of His victory. Verily, He hath power
over all things.

My God, my God! The servant beseecheth Thee, by the mys-
teries of Thy Divinity and the manifestations of Thy Lordship,
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and by Thy Command through which the flowers of Thy grace
and bounty have sprung forth from the gardens of Thy glori-
ous Oneness, that Thou protect Thy loved ones from the evil
of every clamourer, every idolator, and every heedless one who
hath turned away from Thy proof and evidence and violated
Thy Covenant and Testament. Verily, Thou art the Omnipo-
tent over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other God
but Thee, the Witness, the Hearer, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise.

And further: O beloved of my heart! Thy exalted letters ar-
rived one after another, each a straight path, a truthful and
manifest proof, and for His Holiness the Trustworthy One a
clear testimony and an eloquent witness. Through the grace
of God he hath received and hath been granted the outward
and inward bounty. A hundred thousand thanks to the Goal
of all the worlds Who hath made His loved ones the manifesta-
tions of grace and favor, that they may not withhold from His
servants love and mercy. In any case, after observing the first
letter dated the ninth of the sacred month of Dhi’l-Qa’dah,
numbered 2, We repaired to the Most Exalted Station and
Supreme Summit, attaining the presence before the face of the
Lord of all beings. This is what was sent down from the heaven
of the grace of our Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

5 His blessed and exalted Word: “O Amin! Upon thee be the
glory of God, the Lord of the worlds! We have heard thy call
and whatsoever thou didst mention hath attained the honor
of being heard. The Supreme Pen hath ever mentioned and
continueth to mention His loved ones. Know thou with evident
certitude that none among the peoples of the earth except His
loved ones are capable of hearing this Call which hath been
raised from the Most Exalted Horizon. These heedless ones
have been seized by the slumber of negligence to such extent
that in the Mother Book they are accounted as dead. The
world hath never witnessed itself adorned and illumined as
in these days. O Amin! This is the Day concerning which
He saith: ‘The whole earth shall be but His handful on the
Day of Resurrection, and the heavens shall be rolled together
in His right hand” Do they appear worthy of recognition of
this Most Exalted Station and Supreme Summit? The Primal
Point declared ‘I am the first to worship Him,’ yet behold what
they have said and what hath come to pass. Beseech God that
He deprive not His servants of the lights of the Most Great
Luminary.
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Glory be to God! Some of the handmaidens have appeared
with the might of men, adorned with the ornament of knowl-
edge and blessed with supreme steadfastness. He is the All-
Bountiful and He is the Generous. Should a dried leaf from
among the trees take precedence, it is, in the sight of God,
preferred above those who sit upon the thrones of ordinances
and recline upon the couches of commandments - that is, the
divines of the earth and its jurisprudents. Alas! Alas! The
wolf hath devoured and the serpent hath struck. Give thanks
to the Goal of the world Who hath turned toward thee from
the direction of the Prison and maketh mention of thee. This
mention cannot be equaled by the pearls of all the seas nor
matched by the jewels of kings. The ornaments of the world
are not worthy of mention before Him. Blessed is My mention
for which one hath sacrificed his life in My path. This is that
mention concerning which He saith ‘The remembrance of God
is the greatest.

In all days and nights he uttereth mention of this Wronged
One and is aware and informed of the tribulations that have
befallen Him from the people of the Bayan and others. By
the life of God! He hath lamented and wailed in the Garden
of the Bayan and beseeched that perchance the people of the
Bayan might not be sullied with the dust of idle fancies and
might not cause grief to come upon the Lord of existence and
the Sovereign of the seen and the unseen. Say: O ye who
have turned away from the Face of God! Look with fairness
and speak with justice. They have turned away from Him
Who from the beginning of the Cause until now hath arisen
before the faces of all and summoned all without any veil, and
have turned to the dawning-place of vain imaginings. They are
indeed in evident loss. Nevertheless, we beseech God, exalted
be His glory, for the salvation of these people. What a pity
that ears should be deprived of hearing and eyes prevented
from beholding.

O Amin! Convey, on behalf of the Wronged One, greetings of
magnification to His loved ones—those souls who have drunk
from the hand of bestowal the cup of everlasting life, and who
have renounced the world and all that is therein for His sake.
Say: Today is the day of bounty and mercy, the day of ser-
vice and of victory; and victory hath ever been, and shall ever
remain, through wisdom and utterance, and its hosts are righ-
teous character and pure deeds. In most of the Tablets this ex-
alted word hath been revealed, that all may become acquainted
with the Will of God, may discover the Purpose, and may rec-
ognize the hosts that do His bidding. The glory that shineth
forth from the horizon of the heaven of My loving-kindness be
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upon thee, and upon them that have cast away vain imagin-
ings and hastened unto the horizon of certitude—these are the
people of Baha, in the Crimson Book and in this lucid Tablet.
End.

Within every word uttered by Him Who is the Desire of the
world are hidden gems of peerless splendour and meanings re-
splendent as pearls. The rulers of the earth and the learned
among the peoples are powerless and deficient to reckon their
worth. Who is able to number the bounties of God, His favours,
His signs and His clear testimonies? Every learned one hath
confessed his helplessness, and every knower his insufficiency—
save the sanctified, all-encompassing Soul, Who hath encom-
passed them; He alone hath numbered them, and He alone shall
number them. Sufficient is He as Witness and as Knower.

As to what thou hast written concerning Jinab-i-Aga Mulla
Qasim (the maker of mirrors)—upon him be the glory of God—
and his feast: it was submitted in the presence of the Most
Holy, the Most Exalted Court. He—blessed and exalted be
He—hath spoken:

“O Aba’l-Qasim! Thou hast spoken the truth. We mentioned
thee in another place with such a remembrance that bodies
soared thereby, much more spirits. And now, once again, ren-
der thou thanks unto God for this mighty favour. We beseech
Him to strengthen thee in the Most Great Steadfastness, in
such wise that neither the treasuries of the world nor the hosts
of the peoples may hinder thee. Verily thy Lord is the Omnipo-
tent, the Almighty. He hath come down from the heaven of
utterance with proof and demonstration, yet the people have
turned away from Him, inasmuch as they have followed every
ignorant, doubting one.”

We make mention of him who is named (Mirza) Muhammad,
that he may rejoice in the remembrance of the Wronged
One and give thanks unto his gracious Lord. O Muhammad!
Muhammad came, and the people denied Him; and before
Him the Spirit came, and the servants turned away from Him
and broke the covenant of God and His testament—yet they
are in manifest error. And before Him the One Who conversed
with God came with signs upon signs; the people rose up
against Him and committed that whereat every fair-minded,
discerning soul must lament. Consider what the All-Merciful
hath revealed in the Furqgan: “No Messenger came unto them
but they mocked him.” Blessed is he who hath cast off the
people, holding fast unto His Name, the Self-Subsisting; verily
he is of the people of this lofty station. End.
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His Holiness the Name of God—may the glory of all glory be
upon Him—turned His face towards the mention of Agqa Mulla
Qasim, and likewise towards the tea and its being served in His
blessed Presence; the purport being that his act was adorned
with the ornament of acceptance. Happy is he!

And as to thy mention of Aqga Muhammad Ja’far and his son
Aga Muhammad Mahdi—upon them be the glory of God: it
was laid before the Most Holy Court, and these shining verses
were sent down from the heaven of the Divine Will. He—
glorified and exalted be He—hath spoken:

He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.

O Muhammad Ja’far! The Truth is manifest, and He hath
commanded His servants to that which is the cause of the exal-
tation of being, glory and benefit. He hath repeatedly revealed
in scriptures and tablets the path that leadeth unto Him, and
hath counselled justice, fairness, trustworthiness and godliness.
Blessed are they who have hearkened unto the voice of the
Self-Sufficing and acted according to His bidding. After god-
liness, trustworthiness is mentioned as the first ornament and
is inscribed as the primal word. Its light hath dominated and
continueth to dominate all other lights even as the light of the
sun. Blessed is the one who hath been illumined by its light
and hath recognized its station. Be not grieved by the vicissi-
tudes of time. Praise be to God, thou hast attained unto the
tokens of the Most Exalted Pen. Preserve this station through
His Name, the Truth, and say: “Praise be unto Thee, O God of
the worlds and Lord of all nations, and glory be unto Thee, O
Thou the Goal of them that know.” That which hath befallen
thee in the path of God - its recompense is preserved and trea-
sured with the Trustworthy One, that is, with God, exalted be
His glory. Rejoice and be of them that render thanks.

We make mention of him who is named Muhammad before
Mihdi and give him the glad-tidings of God’s loving-kindness,
the Lord of the worlds. His honor the Trustworthy One, upon
him be My glory, made mention of you. Therefore have We
brought forth from the treasured pearls of utterance that which
lay hidden in the treasuries of the Most Exalted Pen, that
thou mayest with the utmost assurance and certitude fix thy
gaze upon the Most Sublime Horizon, detached and free from
aught else. There is no harm in the loss of material possessions.
However, should that which causeth the elevation of existence
and is the source of human stations be lost, it would be a cause
for a hundred thousand regrets. We beseech God to assist thee
and ordain for thee that which conduceth to the good of this
world and the next. He is the Powerful, the Mighty.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

f’dﬁ‘:@::{y«#o(mﬁ\oﬁ,
o 5 0358 domy sl ) B e B Oler
syt Sl syt 35 015 0y Gl 55
dlen 28 76 0d 5 ol go ST
BT 0la) o) 5 e 42 BT Ol §3 &
Sl s ot 1y BT Lige o 02
sl 31 lab ol o W 2 e )

3 Je 45 3 st

) @m‘ﬁ

I O I S e
30 Pl oy Cakin s OO 5 2y {5
il 5 oM ase g2 oy Jow
Caoy ibs ¢~_'Lﬂ‘; Slail 5 Jam 5 258
S ) 3hay 3 s e 3l g b oS
O ey bl aizE Jele 50 ol a2l
sl sk 3l s 550 dol 5B 51 il
e O\l pem s o 5 P P e
o5 Fos S5 $V 5\ sk 3,05 5 wils
)K")}) JJJ\?:}\ -\i:ﬁ&wuﬁjjw
@ 76 el 556 an A Sl Oy
g&\&y,ub}ﬂ\,rum
spain b ST STy a8 ST QU1
el 2 3l (A o 3 50 21 0
Qs 3 2 Do Yo G o (ol 27

Sl e oS s )

o e 05 8 e 5
& 55 Gl e Cpel Gl Gl ) A0
Sim s § Ok s OV 5 5
Ol d\&bﬂ.\,&ﬁ\b’ Sy 055 éc\és
FOb s 3l (L B el L Ol
S0 & b sl digel 0la s 5137
belas ))QJQ 'BXG 5 Oy &U.’f)\ o 4%—\'
wﬂ\)\f.\g L;\?w:}i > 52k C,.:JLJ\
s 42 5 Al p s 17 b )
j‘)bu C,.«)\ .f\iLC ):\iﬁ C,.«\ C)fT} L;)

= bl

161

15

16



19

20

Vol. 84: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part I

BH00103

This servant conveyeth greetings to him. His letter was re-
ceived some time ago and truly caused grief. God, exalted be
His glory, hath ever counselled His servants to goodly deeds
and to that which attracteth the people of the world. Without
doubt trustworthiness, godliness, praiseworthy character and
goodly deeds are the cause of attraction, while their opposites
are the cause of aversion. This exalted word was previously
uttered by the Lord of all being. Blessed and exalted be His
word: “God, exalted be His glory, hath come for the manifes-
tation of the gems of inner meanings from the mine of man.”
Throughout nights and days there hath been sent down from
the heaven of loving-kindness that which is the cause of the
glory of existence. This evanescent servant beseecheth God to
assist His servants and enable them to achieve that which is
befitting. Verily He is the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful.
This much is submitted: nothing hath been or is hidden from
God, exalted be His glory, and the recompense of every deed
is clear and evident. Were it not for His mercy that hath pre-
ceded all, most of the people of the world would assuredly have
been seized by the scourges of His wrath. I beseech God, ex-
alted be His glory, by His ancient forgiveness, to enable His
servants to be truthful, just and fair. He is the Powerful, and
He is the Mighty.

That they have written that they gave four tumans to Jinab-
i-Aga Shaykh Hasan, upon him be Baha’u’llah’s glory, and
likewise nineteen qirans to the emigrants of the land of Sad,
upon them be Baha’u’llah’s glory, and similar instances - af-
ter being presented before the Most Holy and Most Exalted
Presence, He said: “Whatever is given to the friends of God is
acceptable and approved. Permission has already been given
to assist the companions to the extent possible. Would that
nineteen tumans had been given instead of nineteen qirans.”
Although that beloved of hearts is aware and informed of the
details of that land, nevertheless the poor ones of those regions
have ever been and continue to be in the sight of the True One,
exalted be His glory. It is beloved that they show consideration
to the extent of their ability. The command is in His hands
and He is the All-Bountiful, the Generous.

At this moment the Supreme Pen makes mention of the friends
of Qamsar and Mazgan. His blessed and exalted Word: “O My
loved ones! Hear the call of the Wronged One in the Persian
tongue. Praise be to God, ye are all mentioned in the presence
and have attained a special bounty. We have, out of wisdom,
concealed the names. God acts according to the requirements
of His wisdom and has likewise commanded all to do the same.
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Praise be to God, in the Most Great Prison repeatedly have
the glances of favor been directed to those regions and He has
made mention and continues to make mention of His friends.
Jinab-i-Amin, upon him be My glory and loving-kindness, has
mentioned you and has sought special favors from the Wronged
One for all. We beseech God to aid you in that which He loves
and is pleased with, to draw you nigh unto Him, and to ordain
for you the reward of those who soared in the atmosphere of
His love, hearkened unto His call, turned toward His horizon,
stood before the door of His grandeur, and offered up their
souls in His path. Rejoice, O My loved ones! Be glad, O My
friends, in what hath flowed from My Pen concerning you in
this station which hath been named the Most Great Prison
through that which the hands of the heedless have wrought.
The glory from Us be upon you and upon those who have cast
behind their backs what the people possess, turning unto God,
the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.”

As for what was written regarding the son of the Martyr, upon
them both be Baha’u’llah’s glory, it was presented and was
honored with acceptance in the Most Holy, Most Exalted Pres-
ence, and mention was made of each one from the Tongue of
Grandeur. Blessed are they who have been enabled to give
and who spend to the extent of their ability in the path of
God. Give to all the glad-tidings of this mighty blessing. This
evanescent servant beseeches God, exalted be His glory, to as-
sist those who give in carrying out what they have undertaken.
Verily He is the Helper, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

On this blessed night the Tongue of Grandeur utters these
exalted words, His blessed and exalted Word: “O Amin! This
time thou didst not make mention of Jinab-i-Navvab, upon
him be My glory. In consideration of his demonstration of
faithfulness, We make mention of him and We beseech God,
exalted be His glory, on his behalf for that which shall make
his reward everlasting and his mention eternal. O Navvab! The
All-Giving says: The world is transient. At every moment its
changes are manifest and its evanescence evident. Praise be to
God that thou hast attained unto that which is mentioned in
the Divine Kingdom. Preserve this most mighty, most exalted
station and say:

“O my God, my Lord, O Gracious One, O Merciful One, O Self-
Sufficient One! Thou hast shown favor, Thou hast bestowed
grace. Thou hast drawn me from the left hand of idle fancies
to the right hand of certitude, and from the crooked path of
the people to Thy straight path and mighty announcement.
No thanksgiving or praise can adequately meet Thy gifts or
compare with them. I beseech Thee not to deprive me of the
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rain-showers of Thy Most Merciful grace and to preserve me
through Thy mighty hand. Thou art the Hearer and Thou art
the Powerful.”

This servant also conveys greetings to them and beseeches God,
exalted be His glory, to inflame him with the heat generated
by His love and to grant him eternal life from the Kawthar
of utterance that flows from His Pen, that there may appear
from him that which shall endure throughout the duration of
His earthly and heavenly dominion.

Concerning the mention made of the spiritual friend, His honor
Haji Siyyid Nasru’llah, upon him be the glory of God, and his
father and his wife, the leaf who is the daughter of his paternal
uncle, and the honored aunt, upon them be the glory of God
- and likewise concerning the mention of their troubles and
services and their acts of hospitality that were recorded - all
were presented at the Most Holy, Most Exalted Court, and
there was revealed specifically for each one that which this
servant is unable and powerless to enumerate. The waves of
the ocean of His bounty have not been and never shall be
counted. Who is able to mention or enumerate that which
hath appeared from a station that cannot be indicated by any
indication, nor described by any description, nor mentioned
by any mention? In truth, the souls mentioned have attained
unto that of which the peoples of the world are deprived, save
whom our Lord and your Lord and the Lord of the mighty
throne hath willed.

26 To each one I convey greetings and salutations. The troubles

of the spiritual friend, His honor Haji Siyyid Nasru’llah, upon
him be the glory of God and His favors - which in truth are
the cause of eternal rest and everlasting favor - are evident and
manifest from the garden. Praise be to God that mention of
them hath been and continueth to be made in the Most Holy
Court. Blessed is he and happy is he.

And regarding the mention made of Hakim Reyhan and his
son, and likewise their feast, after being submitted before the
Throne of the Lord, these exalted words were revealed, blessed
and exalted be His utterance: “O Abu’l-Hasan! Make mention
of each one on behalf of the Wronged One and say: The desire
of this Wronged One is that the horizons be illumined with
the light of unity, and that the rancor and hatred in the hearts

of the various peoples be transformed into love and concord.

We have mentioned that which conduceth to the refinement
of souls, the betterment of the world, and the elevation and
advancement of nations. We beseech God to aid all to act
in accordance with that which hath been sent down from the
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Supreme Pen in the Tablets. Verily, He is the Helper, the All-
Bountiful.” All the souls mentioned have been honored with di-
vine remembrance and adorned with His favors. Which tongue
can adequately render thanks, and which soul can befittingly
hold fast unto what is meet? All are seen to be wanting and
deficient, save those souls who are adorned with His remem-
brance, confirmed in His praise, and steadfast in service to His
Cause. Blessed are they that act, and blessed are they that
are firm.

As to what was written that “Today I am a guest at the home
of Aqga Muhammad Husayn (Uncle Zaynal), upon him be the
Glory of God,” and a request was made for mention of those
gathered in that assembly - this was granted, and after being
submitted, these verses dawned from the Dayspring of favors,
blessed and exalted be His utterance: “O Mirza Hasan! Thy
faithful mention hath caused Us to make mention of thee with
that which shall never lose its fragrance throughout the dura-
tion of the Kingdom of God, the Lord of the worlds. Preserve
this most exalted station through My Name, the Mighty, the
Wondrous. O Ali (Aqa Hasan)! Ali came as the Creator; the
Ali-worshippers cursed Him and finally martyred Him. We
beseech God not to afflict the peoples of the world with the
vain imaginings of the Shi’ih sect. He is verily the Powerful,
the Almighty. O Mihraban! The Light is manifest, the Sun
is shining, the Fire is speaking, the Manifestation is evident,
yet the people remain heedless and veiled. Blessed is the soul
that hath recognized the station of the Day of God and hath
arisen as behooveth it. O Ali (Isma’il)! Ask the Shi’ihs: What
was the fruit of your deeds on the Day of Reckoning and what
became of them? They perpetrated that which no other sect
in the world hath done. Woe unto them and unto those who
led them astray.

O Jamshid! From the fire of divine love the light appeareth.
This is the Day of attainment. The Mount hath attained unto
its Interlocutor and the Tree unto its Fire. Blessed are they
who have seen and recognized, and woe unto the heedless.

O Mashhadi Husayn! Thy name was present at the Most Holy,
Most Exalted Court, therefore have We turned unto thee and
made mention of thee. Know thou the station of this mention
and through the Name of God conceal it from the eyes of the
heedless.

O Ali-Akbar! The Lord of Power hath made mention of thee
from the Most Great Scene, that thou mayest give thanks unto
thy Lord, the All-Bountiful. Praise be to God, thou wast
present, thou didst attain, and thou didst drink from the cups
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of the world’s Sovereign. Verily thy Lord is the All-Bounteous,
the Mighty, the Great.”

2 O Husayn (Uncle Zaynal) Amin, upon him be the Glory of

God! Mention hath been made of thee and of thy household.
Blessed is the house wherein My loved ones gather and from
which My remembrance and praise are raised! We beseech
God to protect thee, draw thee nigh unto Him, and ordain for
thee the good of this world and of the world to come. We
implore Him to make thee steadfast in His Cause, to enable
thee to speak His praise, and to aid thee to serve His loved
ones. Verily, He is the Most Merciful of the merciful ones and
the Answerer of prayers.

Praise be to God! Each one hath been blessed with infinite
bounties. The grace of God, exalted be His glory, hath en-
compassed the world. Today even the pebbles are engaged in
remembrance and praise, yet souls remain deprived and forbid-
den. Glory be to our Lord! What a strange talisman - with
eyes they see not, with ears they hear not. The Command is
in God’s hands, the Possessor of Destiny.

Mention was made of Aqa Ghulam-‘Ali, upon him be the Glory
of God. The Supreme Pen hath repeatedly made mention of
him. Specifically, one day at the farm, a Tablet was revealed in
his name, wherein mention was also made of his son. I beseech
God to deliver it and grant him attainment.

35 Likewise, mention was made of Aqa Muhammad-Hashim

and Aga Muhammad, sons of Aqa Husayn, upon them be
the Glory of God. After being presented before Him, these
verses were specifically revealed for them: “O My loved ones!
The Wronged One remembereth you from the prison and
giveth you glad tidings of God’s favor, the Lord of the Day
of Judgment. The gate of heaven hath been opened, and
its Creator hath come with a clear command. He maketh
mention of those who have turned unto Him, attained His
presence, and quaffed the choice wine of recognition from the
hand of the bounty of their Lord, the Generous. Take hold of
that which hath been sent down unto you with power from
God, the One, the Single, the Mighty, the Powerful. Glory be
upon you both and upon those who have cast the idols behind
them, hastening unto the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.”

Regarding the mention of Haji Nabil-i-Qa’ini, upon him be
the Glory of God, favor hath been and continueth to be shown
unto him. They said that from the earliest days he hath arisen
to serve. God willing, until the end of his days he will remain
focused on the Most Exalted Horizon, holding fast to the cord
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of grace and clinging to the hem of bounty. At the time of de-
parture from the Land of Purpose, We specifically commanded
his protection. Praise be to God, he attained unto the ocean
of divine forgiveness. The glances of favor have been and are
with him. We beseech God to assist him and ordain for him
the good of this world and of the world to come.

> As for the mention of the nephew of the one who turned away,

after being presented before Him, these verses were revealed:

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Informed

O ‘Ali-Akbar! In the letter of Amin, mention was made of thee;
therefore, the glance of the Wronged One’s favor was directed
towards thee. We beseech God to aid thee in such wise that
the doubts and intimations of the people of the world may not
hold thee back from thy goal. Throughout ages and centuries,
the Shi’ihs sought after the Truth and searched for Him; yet
when He appeared, they martyred Him. Give thanks unto the
Desired One of the world, Who aided thee and guided thee to
the straight path and the Great Announcement. Say:

My God, my God! I have turned toward Thee, detached from
all else but Thee. I beseech Thee by the ocean of Thy verses
and the heaven of Thy clear signs, and by the hearts which
have soared unto Thee in their longing to attain Thy presence,
to render me steadfast in Thy remembrance and successful in
serving Thy Cause. Verily, Thou art the Lord of the world and
the Sovereign of eternity, seated upon the Most Great Throne.
There is none other God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed.

O Ali! Blessed art thou and blessed is thy father who was
named Hasan. We beseech God to grant from the chalice of
steadfastness in such wise that the world shall be powerless
to hinder. Take thou the Book of God with the hand of sub-
mission and resignation and preserve it through His might and
power. Whosoever attaineth thereunto this day is mentioned
as one of those who are nigh unto God. Verily He is the Pro-
tector of the sincere ones. There is none other God but Him,
the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

The second letter from that beloved one was dated the twenty-
fifth of Dhi’l-Hajjih, number 3, and the last letter was dated
the twenty-ninth of Dhi’l-Hajjih, number 4. It transformed the
cottage into a palace and the eye into an ocean, and attained
to hearing in the most exalted horizon. However, mention of
that which hath been sent down from the heaven of bounty is
beyond this evanescent one’s power to describe. That beloved
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of the heart hath himself witnessed and knoweth the waves of
the ocean of bounty. A hundred thousand blessings be upon
those souls who in this spiritual springtime have been blessed
by the rain of the All-Merciful’s utterance.

Mention was made of arrival in the Land of Y and before
that, proceeding to A and R. Likewise mention was made
of Mirza R.F. and Mirza M.H., upon them be the Glory of
God, and the friends of God in that land, upon them be the
Glory of God. These matters were presented before His pres-
ence. This is what was revealed from the heaven of our Lord’s
will, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. He saith, exalted be
His glory: “O Amin! Upon thee be My glory. Those related
to the Most Great Victory, upon them be My glory and My
bounty, and likewise the friends in that land have ever been and
are mentioned in the Most Holy Court, especially Rafi’, upon
him be My glory, and Muhammad, upon him be My bounty.”
Two Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablets were revealed from the
heaven of the All-Merciful’s mercy and were sent. God willing,
they shall drink from the ocean of utterance and be illumined
by the lights of the Sun of meanings.

Praise be to God, there hath been revealed for them that which
would resurrect decayed bones and adorn the world of heedless-
ness with the ornament of awareness. Likewise there hath been
revealed especially for the friends of that land, both men and
women generally, that with which nothing in the world can
compare. I beseech God, exalted be His glory, to grant joy
supreme to all.

Mention was made of the honored leaf, the mother of Mirza
Hasan, upon her be the Glory of God. After being presented
in the Most Holy, Most Exalted Court, this supreme word
was revealed from the highest Kingdom. He saith, blessed
and exalted be He: “O My handmaiden! Amin, upon him
be My glory, hath mentioned thee, and likewise mentioned
Muhammad-i-Qabli-Hasan, and hath beseeched bounty for you.
Therefore the Sun of utterance hath shone forth from the hori-
zon of the Supreme Pen’s heaven with His mention. Ye have
been blessed with His mention. God willing, ye shall remain
steadfast in His love. The doubts of the peoples have deprived
the world from the Lord of eternity. Blessed is the handmaiden
who hath turned and attained, and woe unto the heedless ones,
both women and men. We counsel you to fear God and to that
which leadeth to sanctity and detachment.”

And as to what thou hast written concerning the wife of the
honoured Nazir—upon him be the glory of God—jyea, in obe-
dience to the command, this servant remitted the sum of one
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hundred and fifty; no more. And the mention of Haji Malik-
Husayn—upon him be the glory of God—and of that which
hath befallen him, was submitted, and attained the honour of
being laid before the Most Holy, the Most Exalted Court.

He—Dblessed and exalted be He—hath spoken:

O Husayn! The Tongue of Utterance in the Kingdom of Divine
Knowledge, at this hour when two hours of night have passed,
makes mention of thee and turns toward thee from the prison
quarters. The treasures of the world and the wealth of nations
cannot compare with this exalted Word which hath appeared
from the Dayspring of the mouth of the Will of the Lord of all
beings. The Command is in His hand and wealth is in the grasp
of His power. Fleeting riches became the cause of everlasting
mention. By the Sun of Truth! The profit is with thee and
the loss with the taker. Verily thy Lord is the Powerful, the
Unconstrained. He changes the Command as He pleaseth, and
He is the Mighty, the Bestower.

Indeed, after hearing what befell them, boundless grief oc-
curred, but after it was presented in His presence and verses
were revealed, an ocean of joy appeared. All the world cannot
compare with what hath been revealed. Every truthful and
trustworthy one beareth witness to this. The Command is in
the hand of God, our Lord and the Lord of all worlds.

O Amin! We have heard thy call and have repeatedly made
mention of thee. The ocean of utterance is ever-surging and
the cities of mention and praise are adorned through the will of
the Lord of Names. Blessed is the one who possesseth hearing
and attaineth unto listening, and likewise possesseth sight. Re-
mind the friends in those regions of the mention, praise, bounty
and favors of the Wronged One. Thou didst make mention of
Ghulam, upon him be My glory. His name accordeth with
his being. He hath attended and drunk the choice wine of
utterance from the cup of his Lord’s bounty, the Mighty, the
Bestower. I beseech God, exalted be His glory, to aid him to
attain such a station wherein the conditions of the world-its el-
evation and abasement, its ugliness and beauty—will not change
him. May he remain seated upon the throne of tranquility and
repose upon the couch of certitude. He hath attained unto
the good from the presence of the Good One. The Lord of all
mankind in His days beareth witness to this, and He sufficeth
as a witness. We send Our greetings upon him, and peace be
upon him from God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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Thou didst make mention of M.H. (formerly R.D.), upon him
be the glory of God. He hath attained unto the Kawthar of
divine mention. We mentioned him before and at this moment
the Wronged One giveth him glad-tidings. We beseech God to
strengthen him in that which will draw him near unto Him in
all His worlds and to ordain for him, through His Most Exalted
Pen, the good of the hereafter and of this world. Verily, He is
the Generous, the Bountiful.

O trustee! Each of the souls mentioned in the papers has at-
tained to that which hath no peer or likeness. Give them the
glad tidings of such grace and mercy as hath preceded exis-
tence itself, both seen and unseen. This evanescent servant
conveyeth greetings and glorification to the friends, especially
to those gentlemen - upon them be the Most Glorious Glory of
God - who were present at the aforementioned feast. Blessed
are they, and joy be unto them! Praise be to our Lord and
thanks be unto Him for having adorned them with His greatest
ornament, which is the love of His Exalted Self, and for having
aided them, caused them to recognize Him, and enabled them
to hear in a Day wherein eyes were blind and ears were deaf.
Thus did the grace of our Lord and your Lord, the Lord of the
Mighty Throne, encompass all.

I beseech the True One, exalted be His glory, to aid each one to
guide mankind. Verily, He is the Omnipotent over whatsoever
He willeth through His Word “Be” and it is. In this station,
responses to the letters of that beloved one were mentioned
one after another. The praise and thanksgiving that adorned
and illumined the opening of these letters were each as volumes
expressing divine bounty and manifesting the mercy of the All-
Merciful. Praise be to God that that beloved one hath tasted
the sweetness of recognition and acknowledgment, and hath
mentioned, by the will of the True One, exalted be His glory,
that which is befitting. The purpose is that your words and
deeds have been accepted in the Most Holy and Most Exalted
Court.

We thank God, our Lord and the Lord of earth and heaven,
Who created us, caused us to recognize Him, and aided us
to mention and praise Him in His glorious and wondrous Day.
Glory, remembrance and praise be upon you and upon those
with you who hearken unto your words in praise of God, our
Lord and your Lord, the Lord of the Mighty Throne and the
Lord of the Exalted Seat. And praise be to God, the Mighty,
the Inaccessible.

The servant 22 Rabi’u’l-Avval 1305
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To: Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi et al., in Beirut
Date: 1305-03-25 [1887-Dec-11]

He is God, exalted be His glory. Might and power are His.

Praise be to God Who completed His First Most Exalted Word
with His Last Word, which is “He doeth whatsoever He willeth.”
Glory be unto Him! Glory be unto Him! How great is His
station and how mighty His sovereignty!

And blessings and peace be upon the Divine Lote-Tree through
which appeared the fruits of wisdom and utterance and the
leaves of knowledge and understanding - He Who was named
Muhammad in the Kingdom of Names. Verily He is the Man-
ifestation of His most beautiful names and His most exalted
attributes, and the Manifestation of His Command, and the
Dawning-Place of His Revelation, and the Recipient of His
knowledge - blessings eternal and everlasting.

And now, O beloved of my heart, the luminary of your words
has shone forth from the horizon of your love and sincerity
towards God, our Lord and your Lord and the Lord of the
mighty throne. At that moment I attained joy and gladness,
for from your words wafted the fragrance of the oneness of God,
the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

Thereafter I approached the Most Exalted Station and pre-
sented myself before the countenance of the Lord. He - may
our spirits be sacrificed for His sake - said: “We have made
mention of him and have beseeched the Lord of the exalted
Throne to ordain for him the good of the hereafter and of this
world, and to aid him to perform deeds that will be as light
before his face in all the worlds, and to make them a treasure
preserved with Him. We testify that he has testified to the
oneness of God, His singleness, His might, His greatness and
His sovereignty. Peace be upon him from the Wronged One,
and upon those with him, and upon God’s righteous servants.”
Thus ended His words.

As for what you mentioned regarding Jinab-i-*‘Abdu’l-Mihdi -
upon him be God’s peace - he is among those who have attained
to turning towards God and drawing near, and has attained
His presence and associated with the friends and taught the
Cause. However, O beloved of my heart, sincerity and certi-
tude and faith and knowledge are not perfected through words
but through deeds. God has counseled His servants in His per-
spicuous Book regarding spiritual and praiseworthy conduct.
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This servant conveys greetings to him and counsels him with
that which God has counseled His servants in His firm and
perspicuous Book.

And regarding what you mentioned about God’s servants and
His loved ones in Abu Sida and Ya’quba and ‘Awashiq, after
presenting this before the countenance of the Lord, He - may
our spirits be sacrificed for His sake - said: “We make mention
of them and counsel them to justice and fairness and to that
which befitteth man. O servants of God! God has commanded
you to act with righteousness, and the Wronged One counsels
you to fear God. Blessed is he whose head is adorned with
the crown of detachment, whose temple with the ornament of

the fear of God, and whose heart with the light of recognition.

Hasten to that which pleaseth God. He hath ordained for
those who act in the Most Exalted Paradise stations which the
pens are powerless to describe. And We counsel you, O My
loved ones, to fellowship and unity that the horizons may be
illumined with the light of accord. We beseech God, exalted be
He, to ordain for you that which will bring joy to your eyes and
gladden your hearts and expand your breasts, and to aid you
in that which will benefit yourselves and your brethren, and to
assist you with the hosts of wisdom and utterance. Verily He
is the Powerful, the Mighty, the Bestower. We send greetings
from this station to My loved ones whose names you mentioned
before the Wronged One, and We make mention of them with
My mention and remind them of My words and give them glad
tidings of God’s loving-kindness, the Lord of the worlds.” Thus
ended His words.

And this servant conveys greetings to them and beseeches God
his Lord to send down upon them from the heaven of His
bounty and the clouds of His grace the rain of His mercy and
generosity, and to aid them to act according to what He has

revealed in His Book. Verily He is the Hearer, the Answerer.

There is no God but Him, the Single, the One, the Mighty, the
Wise. And he conveys greetings to your honor and to those
with you and to those among God’s servants who are firm in
His unity, the Lord of the worlds. And praise be to Him, for
He is the Goal of the mystics and the Beloved of the hearts of
the sincere ones.

9 The servant 25 Rabi’u’l-Avval 1305
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To: Ali Akbar Khurasani Qaini, in Nazareth
Date: 1305-03-25 [1887-Dec-11]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Greatest and Most Pow-
erful

Praise be to Him Who is sanctified beyond all limitations, the
Praised One, Who is worthy and befitting, for through His
Name the praised station was made manifest and through His
station was revealed “We raised him to an exalted station.” He
is the Representative of God, glorified be His majesty, among
creation. He is the Seal of the Prophets and the King of all
paths. Through Him the Hijaz was illumined and metaphor
was transformed into reality. Through Him Batha received the
waters of divine knowledge and Yathrib was adorned with the
light of the Sun of Manifestation. Upon Him and His family
and companions be the blessings of God, His peace, His grace,
His favors, His mercy and His beneficence.

And now, the letter of that beloved of the heart arrived, bring-
ing boundless joy. From your good health, the spirit found rest,
and from news of your child, the heart received glad tidings.
Praise be to God, His bounty and mercy, His grace and gen-
erosity have been and continue to be bestowed upon His loved
ones morning and evening. The tongues of the world and the
pens of nations are powerless and fall short of mentioning this
station. After presenting myself before my Lord, the tongue of
loving-kindness spoke these blessed words:

1 O ‘Ali-Akbar! Infinite bounties and imperishable glory have
been and continue to be specially reserved for the chosen ones
of God. I swear by the Sun of the horizon of utterance, the
divine names and attributes are manifest and evident in the
world particularly for the Prophets and their loved ones. “All
glory belongs to God and to His Messenger and to the believ-
ers.” Glory seeks those of equal station. All attributes seek
their place and are in love with their station, and that place
and station have been and continue to be the chosen ones and
pure ones of God.

5 When thou hearest My call and drinkest the choice wine of
My utterance, arise, then turn thy face toward the Qiblih and
say: “My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having guided
me unto Thy straight path, taught me recognition of Thee
and turning toward Thee, and made known to me the oneness
of Thy Being and the sanctity of Thy Self. I beseech Thee
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by the Daysprings of Thy Cause, the Dawning-Places of Thy
grace, and the Recipients of Thy knowledge and wisdom, to
bless that which Thou hast given me through Thy bounty and
bestowal, and ordain for me, for her mother, and for her the
good of this world and the next. Verily, Thou art the Lord of
all beings, and Thou art the Hearing, the Answering One.” As
for the leaf, We have named her Zuhuriyyih.

; Praise be to God that beloved of the heart has been the re-

cipient of favors and bounties. This evanescent one begs from
the Eternal Truth that He may bestow blessing and bounty
from the heaven of generosity. He is the Giver and He is the
Generous One. I convey greetings to the honored leaf, upon
her be God’s peace, and I beseech for her divine confirmations.
Peace and praise be upon you and upon those with you and
upon God’s righteous servants.

The servant 25 Rabi’u’l-Avval 1305

Some rock candy has also been sent as a gift. This sweetness
is for you, but our sweetness lies with you. This is our prayer
- I beseech God that He may assist you until such time as you
can repay the world.
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To: Haj Mirza Muhammad Husayn Afnan, in China
Date: 1305-04 [1887-Dec]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord

Praise, sanctified beyond mention and utterance, befitteth the
Lord of all creation, Who from agitation brought forth tranquil-
ity, and from tumult created assurance. He illumined the hori-
zons of the world with the light of His Revelation and adorned
it with the ornament of His grace. He is the Speaker on Sinai,
the Hidden Secret, and the Treasured Mystery mentioned and
recorded in the divine Books of the past and present. In the
midst of tribulations He raised the standard of utterance, and
in the center of hardship and adversity He hoisted the banner
of steadfastness. Before the faces of the world, without veil or
covering, He summoned all to the Lord of all beings. He rent
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asunder the veils and tore away the coverings until the eyes of
those who were ready beheld His presence and the hearts of
the knowing ones were adorned with the ornament of wisdom.
Glorified be His majesty, mighty be His proof, and exalted be
His utterance! He guided the lost and bestowed the Kawthar
of knowledge upon the ignorant. The world’s abasement dimin-
isheth not His glory, nor can the might of nations hold back
His will. But today the seeing one attaineth, and the informed
one witnesseth, even as He hath said: “Verily, those who have
been given insight from God, these are they who see with His
eyes and witness what God Himself hath witnessed before the
creation of the heavens and earth.”

Glorified art Thou, O Mystery of existence and Lord of the
seen and unseen! I bear witness that through Thy most ex-
alted Word the ocean of utterance surged within creation, and
through Thy Will the Dove of Paradise warbled upon the high-
est branches, declaring that Thou art God, there is no God
but Thee. Thou hast ever been sanctified beyond the remem-
brance of those who remember, the praise of those who praise,
and the description of those who describe. Thou wert hidden
from the sight of Thy creation and concealed from the eyes
of Thy servants. Then, when Thou didst desire to manifest
Thyself, Thou didst shine upon the world with a light from
the lights of the Orb of Thy Cause, according to a determined
measure. Thereupon, the lovers throughout the lands were
seized with ecstasy and sought to attain Thy presence and re-
union, and the people of the Covenant hastened forth - they
whom neither the world’s tribulations nor the oppression of
nations could deter. I beseech Thee, O God of Names and Cre-
ator of heaven, by them and by those who cast aside treasures
and riches, seeking Thy most exalted station and Thy loftiest
summit, to assist Thy chosen ones to achieve such steadfast-
ness as cannot be shaken by the clamor of the deniers nor the
murmuring of the ungodly.

O Lord! Thou seest and knowest that this servant desired to
make mention of Thy Afnan, whom Thou didst choose for Thy
recognition, establish in Thy service, acquaint with Thy path,
and distinguish among Thy servants for the exaltation of Thy
Word. Thou didst give him to drink from the Kawthar of Thy
love and honor him with attaining Thy presence. Praise be
to Thee, O my God, and thanksgiving be unto Thee, O my
Beloved and my Heart’s Desire, for having ordained for him
that which tongues are powerless to recount and enumerate. I
beseech Thee to send down upon him from the heaven of Thy
bounty, at every moment, a new mercy from Thy presence and
a fresh benevolence from Thy side. There is no God but Thee,
the All-Bountiful, the Generous, the Hearing, the Answering.
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May my spirit be a sacrifice for your steadfastness, your firm-
ness and your service. In these days mention of your honor
has repeatedly been made in the Most Holy and Most Exalted
Presence, and at this moment these sublime words have been
revealed from the Dayspring of special favors for your honor.
Blessed and exalted be His Word: “O My Afnan! Upon thee be
My glory, My favors and My mercy” My Name Mihdi, upon
him be My glory and My favors, was present and made mention
of you, and sought bounty and mercy from the Dawning-Place
of generosity of the Sovereign of existence. Praise be to God
that the ocean of grace is surging and the effulgences of the
Sun of favor are manifest and visible.

i The gaze of the Wronged One has ever been directed towards

the Afnan. In days when the world was in upheaval and the
fire of hatred and animosity was ablaze in the hearts and souls
of the nations, He summoned the servants to the fear of God
and to that which would profit them unto all eternity. He
mentioned, in clear statements and evident, kindly utterances,
those qualities that are the cause of the salvation and exalta-
tion of the servants, that all might hold fast unto them and be
preserved from the abasement of self and passion and its evil.
Nevertheless some forgot the counsel of God and regarded His
Cause as insignificant. Soon shall they behold the recompense
of their deeds in this vain life. They shall call for help but
none shall help them. They abandoned that which they were
commanded to observe and practiced that which was forbidden
them. The praiseworthy attributes - their source, their origin,
their influence, their operation, and their glory and exaltation
- have repeatedly flowed from the Supreme Pen.

These exalted words were revealed in one of the Tablets ad-
dressed to one of the friends: Say: O My loved ones in My
lands! Hearken unto the counsel of Him Who counseleth you
for the sake of God. He verily created you and manifested for
you that which exalteth you and profiteth you, and taught you
His Straight Path and His Mighty Announcement. O Jalil!
Counsel the servants to fear God. By God! It is the great-
est commander amongst thy Lord’s hosts, and its troops are
praiseworthy deeds and an upright character. Through them
have the cities of men’s hearts been opened throughout the
ages and centuries, and the standards of triumph and victory
been raised upon the loftiest poles.

We make mention unto thee of Trustworthiness and its position
with God, thy Lord, the Lord of the Mighty Throne. One
day We repaired unto Our Green Island. Upon Our arrival,
We found its streams flowing, and its trees luxuriant, and the
sunlight playing in their midst. Turning Our face to the right,
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We beheld what the pen faileth to describe; nor can it set
forth that which the eye of the Lord of Mankind witnessed
in that most sanctified, that most sublime, that blessed, and
most exalted Spot. Turning, then, to the left We gazed on one
of the Beauties of the Most Sublime Paradise, standing on a
pillar of light, and calling aloud saying: ‘O inmates of earth
and heaven! Behold ye My beauty, and My radiance, and
My revelation, and My effulgence. By God, the True One! I
am Trustworthiness and the revelation thereof, and the beauty
thereof. I will recompense whosoever will cleave unto Me, and
recognize My rank and station, and hold fast unto My hem. I
am the most great ornament of the people of Baha, and the
vesture of glory unto all who are in the kingdom of creation.
I am the supreme instrument for the prosperity of the world,
and the horizon of assurance unto all beings.! Thus have We
sent down for thee that which will draw men nigh unto the
Lord of creation.

O Afnan! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness! In
the watches of the night and throughout the days, the Pen of
the Lord of all names hath been engaged in admonition and
counsel, yet these utterances and words - each like unto a sun
in the heaven of existence - have been forsaken, and men cleave
instead to their own vain imaginings, each of which is but a gate
to abasement and loss. I pour out My grief and sorrow unto
thee. Were they, in truth, to observe with the eye of justice
and fairness the pearls and gems of counsel that have been re-
vealed from the Treasury of the Most Exalted Pen, they would
forsake the world and all that is therein and turn unto these
counsels. The days pass like lightning, nay swifter still, while
they rejoice in them, heedless and unmindful of the eternal
realms. I beseech God to grant the world of existence under-
standing, that all may become aware of that which harmeth
them and that which profiteth them, and that they may hold
fast unto the divine commandments and ordinances which are
the cause and means of protecting existence, preserving souls,
exalting the Word, and elevating their stations.

The Afnan too must,
heedless souls. To enjoin what is right beseemeth the Afnan
who are adorned with the ornament of distinction. However,
this must be done with wisdom, lest the clamor of every ma-
licious enemy and every stubborn misbeliever be raised. We
have ordained that every matter be resolved through consul-
tation, and this binding decree hath repeatedly flowed from
the Most Exalted Pen in Scriptures and Tablets. Neverthe-
less, some act without consultation, rather in mere obedience
to self and passion, doing that which hath been and is the
cause of grief to God’s loved ones. The True One hath ever

in all conditions, awaken some of the
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loved the name “Concealer”; despite His knowledge and all-
encompassing awareness, He concealeth and will conceal. He
is the Concealer. He hath commanded all to observe sublime
concealment, and He is the All-Patient, and hath commanded
His servants to practice beautiful patience.

Let your honor beseech God to aid His servants in that which
pleaseth Him. Verily, He is the Hearer, the Answerer. Praise
be to God! From the earliest days thou wert blessed to attain
and didst arise to serve the Cause. This testimony of the Most
Exalted Pen is preserved and immortalized in God’s Book. By
the life of God! Were this most exalted station to be unveiled,
all would sacrifice their lives in pursuit thereof. To this doth
testify He with Whom is the Mother Book. The Glory that is
manifest, evident, and shining from the horizon of the heaven
of God’s Will be upon thee and upon those who are with thee
and who love thee and hearken unto thy words concerning this
Most Great Cause and Mighty News. End.

2 His is the praise and the glory, and His is the laudation and the

splendor. His grace hath encompassed His Afnan, and the Sun
of His bounty hath so brilliantly shone forth that its light hath
taken hold of the world. In each of His verses there is concealed
an ocean, and from every letter floweth a river. This evanes-
cent servant ever beseecheth the Self-Subsisting One to ordain
for each of your honor’s deeds and remembrances a treasure,
that your remembrances and traces may endure throughout
the dominion of the Kingdom. Though in truth these bounties
have already been answered before being asked, and there hath
descended from the heaven of the bounty of God, exalted be
His glory, that before which every mention boweth down and
every station is humbled.

I beseech God to illumine the hearts and souls of His servants
with the lights of the Day-Star of His knowledge, and to open
the doors of His grace that all may attain and none remain
deprived. However, the heedlessness and misguidance of the
leaders have prevented and deprived the people. Glory and
remembrance and praise be upon your honor and upon those
who are with you and who love you and who do not oppose
you and who hearken unto your words concerning the Cause
of God, our Lord and your Lord and the Lord of the Mighty
Throne. And praise be unto Him, for He is the God of all who
are in the heavens and on earth.

The servant, 6 Rabi’uth-Thani 1305

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

wblal 5 e po w2ls oy e o

5 Qe b :FJ‘/" S Sk 3 S
JoFl adl osle 5 LAl

sl g s o ol ey G 51 QLT
ASJV.’S}\ Cfl:uj\jb 4:\ C,.w_)‘)b_)\ 6&4) 4%—"
o5 o oy g2 7B pL) )y
dz A OE s kel JRORRICIEN
28 el plin) $1 A el udigis
S A e Sl Ol il 55 K52
G20 30 sl T GBIl sk
&Mygc,;glcmz;m&@w\y
5 ke W VS SO et 5 K2
o~ @E’J‘ (W]

Sle STl ab g ST S
alay o T 5 esyt ol 1, L)
A s oS sl Lk Gos 8 G
G A3 s e 62 AU S G
s 058 5V Y Gb el e o f
15 o gl 651, dlel § ol bl
elady o)1 5 o831 id alep i 58
Slle o 4aadl 3 e S oS, S
o olev )\ 9 0wy C,ADL d\}.»; )\ ‘;}j
O EIN R CA I RE T R P
pHs a5 slae p o el o

D1 sle sl 5 088) fﬂu &5
b oo Sabe Olp) alap g b s
RS EL VRPN SR VELe
;o:}fc'n\jbzf Oblsiw SN 5 e

3 S o W S, T esS a2
s o 2 Y5 St S 0 e
el S ;); oy Al G 88
anf}{\} Q\}‘:‘J\é&‘dj\yﬁ 34 aH

V¥ o i GBI, 1 G pole

INBA31:179

178

14


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v031/?page=93

Vol. 84: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part I

BH00738

BHO00738

To: Haji Siyyid Javad Khan, in Istanbul
Date: 1305-04 [1887-Dec]

He is God, exalted is He in power and might

Glorified be God, exalted be His majesty, universal His bounty,
mighty His power, and great His dominion! At times He
bestows reunion, at times He afflicts with separation. Through
nearness and union He gives life, and through remoteness
and separation He causes death. What need then of Azrael,
when this separation and remoteness is sufficient poison for
the heart? Indeed, what wondrous power lies concealed in
these hosts! Verily it has and shall ever surpass the power
of the world. According to what is heard, His Holiness the
Prophet (may our souls be a sacrifice for His sake) was fond of
jest. Therefore if anything of this nature appears from these
servants in such contexts, there is no harm in it.

Praise, sanctified from reality and metaphor, befits the Self-
Sufficient Lord Who, through His Most Exalted Word, has be-
stowed infinite love between the hearts and souls of His friends
and established spiritual unity. No blessing has been or is
greater than this blessing. Every knowledgeable one bears wit-
ness and every informed one testifies. However, this blessing
has been and is exclusive to the friends of Truth. The people
of metaphor have no awareness of this mystery and no share
in this blessing.

He created the servants with perfect power, sent Messengers,
revealed Books, that all might find the path of truth and sin-
cerity, love and faithfulness, and live in this world by these
fruits which are in truth the fruits of the soul. The Exalted
Truth, glorified be His majesty, is worthy of a hundred thou-
sand thousand worlds of praise and glorification at every mo-
ment - though not by these tongues nor by these perceptions.

And blessings and peace be upon His Beloved and Chosen One,
the Dawning-Place of His names and the Manifestation of His
attributes and the Source of His Cause, through Whom His
mysteries and the meanings of His Books and the symbols of
His Messengers were revealed, and upon His family and com-
panions through whom the decree of the word “there is no God
but Him” was established and the banner of power was raised
among the righteous ones.

And then, O beloved of my heart, the letter arrived - a clear
writing in the eyes of those possessed of vision. Nothing was
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found therein save degrees of yearning and longing, love and
unity. In truth, all of it concluded with the blessed word “Ver-
ily, we are God’s.” After hearing the melodies of the nightin-
gales of meanings and utterance, and witnessing the symbols
of the mysteries of wisdom and exposition, it was taken to the
station and presented before His presence. The Master (may
our spirits be a sacrifice for Him) said:

He is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed

Thou hast ever been and art remembered before the Wronged
One. We beseech God to manifest through thee that which
will draw people near unto Him. Verily, He is the Generous,
the Bountiful. And We beseech Him by His Prophets and
His chosen ones to protect thee by His protection and guard
thee by His guardianship, and to ordain for thee the good of
the hereafter and of this world. Verily, He is the Lord of the
throne and the earth.

We have ever mentioned and continue to mention the friends,
and counsel them with that which will elevate the stations of
man. We hope that the trees of existence may, through the
rain of divine mercy, become adorned with delicate, gathered
fruits. The fruits of the Tree of existence have been and are
goodly deeds and praiseworthy character. Blessed is the soul
that turns from what the people possess to what God possesses
- such a one is accounted among those who have turned to Him
in the Perspicuous Book. This Wronged One conveys greetings
to each one and seeks for each that which is everlasting and
eternal.

Praise be to God! The purpose hath been attained, and Di-
vine favors have become manifest and evident. At all times I
have beseeched and do now beseech the Self-Sufficient Lord to
grant us the grace to do that which pleaseth Him. All that
you wrote was fitting and true - indeed they were words im-
bued with reality, meaning, strength and purity. Today in
certain cities where one or two of the friends reside, the ra-
diance of submission and contentment must shine forth from
their countenances. It is hoped that through the endeavors of
that beloved of hearts, the unworthy thorns of self and desire
will be consumed by the fire of that beloved one’s counsels and
exhortations, so that in the realm of fancy certainty may pre-
vail, and in the abode of tyranny justice may find its dwelling
place. This is not difficult for God to achieve.

Praise be to God! The spiritual beloved, the honored Shaykh,
upon him be God’s peace and favors, has ever been engaged in
service through God’s grace and has spoken words of praise and
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glorification. The glances of divine favor have been and con-
tinue to be directed towards him. In these days Aqa Ahmad,
son of his eminence the departed and exalted one, upon them
both be the Glory of God, sent a letter wherein he mentioned
his transactions in the Sublime Porte, and likewise wrote to
Hadrat-i-Ism-i-Jud. They stated that there is no blame upon
the honored Shaykh, as this transaction was done with his
knowledge and was sent to Mirza Mihdi in Tabriz. The Shaykh
was in no way at fault in this matter. Mirza Mihdi must ful-
fill his obligation and send the funds. At most, the honored
Shaykh, out of love, assisted him in the transaction and offered
help - this is cause for gratitude, not complaint.

2 From all these utterances the fragrances of grace waft. Praise

be to God! They have regarded and continue to regard the
station of His loved ones. And then the letter of the honored
Shaykh himself - upon him be the Glory of God - arrived,
and it became clear that for him it yielded naught but trouble.
There is no doubt that the bearing of these burdens was for the
sake of God. The reward for these deeds rests with God. We
beseech Him to protect His loved ones and to sanctify them
from the doubts, insinuations and calumnies of His servants.
Verily, He hath power over all things.

This servant conveyeth greetings to each of the friends and
seeketh for each that which is befitting.

They mentioned the feast of Jinab-i-Aqa Muhammad-‘Ali,
upon him be the peace of God. After presenting it, they
said: “Excellent is what he hath done! Blessed is he who hath
honored thy dwelling place.” I beseech God to illumine that
land through the goodly deeds and praiseworthy character of
His loved ones, that all may bear witness to their detachment,
trustworthiness, truthfulness and refinement of soul. This
servant hath ever beseeched this from the heaven of bounty
of the Lord of existence, at all times, and it will assuredly be
answered, for He hath promised: “Call upon Me and I shall
answer you.” He is the All-Forgiving, He is the All-Merciful,
He is the All-Hearing, He is the Answerer. The affairs there
have surely by now been uncovered and become known, so
that it may be evident to every soul that which they had
imagined without proof. Here the Afnan all testify to the
trustworthiness, religiosity, mercy and kindness of the beloved
Shaykh, upon him be 966 [Baha'u’llah]. Some time ago this
servant wrote and sent a letter to the honored brother Aqa

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

BT ol oLl o) 5o sl sy 03y
AR L‘n@lﬁ))ﬂ C)e/ S d\ A~
al T sy wlatls Jloyl asl [dil <]
9 .4\3\0:),& ‘);u\ﬁ A:LC )J b J)ﬁ- C)Wl,m
R I
§ et gt Ol s 3E Noped
‘)J:w S5 9 oS o\&ﬁ\&a Uf.\ }‘ > C%L
BN «x8 Jll ss 4 e
B Sl St 5 0350 e sbe
ol L) 1y amy 5 als odee ) e
dolne )3 oot J5 ot Ol &0 g
;.: J; LL‘ o.:f Cg\c\; n)f )‘ gg
C,:KJQC»“\
@\)}fjsgdtaowobl:@\cﬁj\
5oadls ydan 1y s Uy (n\fu NP
;.T.‘,:A:lcéﬁgtq-sjﬁ-.ﬁﬁw:.\q}x)\s
e 8 oy $E w2N Jole
Aep Lim 1y 5 Ul ellas 51 51
L}“:X.aﬁ JVQL%)C)‘)LZJ}QL@LJ\}
‘}“J\; &LS%L;C‘M JJ\J

Wl oM Olinys 31 K ks s
Sl &1 4l allee S p sl )
S

Aol e o BT Ol Lo 53
L (o Nogep 2 2 ol day Aol 1y
023! OF gl g 51 SThste o5V oL 3 5b
o5 Blss b G5 b JUEL L
&Lﬁ\_} Cu\j L C)JL(&‘-K bv\‘"\ﬁ}
&Lo Jﬁ- f—LC" )\ .L;e::‘ rL::\} L;L:‘ DL \)
RPN 75 PR R e AP SR
BYY Q«}\pw\ A3l 0350 p ooy
o Cosl 5 ol sl g o) sl
5 oodd (i e Ul ) o U1 ol
OLsl & e L] Woseie V.;j Ms e
Ty C,JEJ} ol as C)JLH::F
Ve fdt O g Ol Zaid

181



Vol. 84: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part I

BH00913

Muhammad-‘Ali, upon him be 966 [Baha'u’llah]. It has surely
arrived. I beseech God that complete affection and complete
unity may appear between them in such wise as to cause all
to wonder. This matter was heard from the tongue of the
Desired One. In any case, this servant ever hopes for that
which is the cause of loftiness, exaltation, glory, and bounty.
This hope hath not been and will not be cut off. After Divine
grace, until now, whatsoever we have beseeched from the
heaven of generosity and sea of bounty, He hath granted.
Verily He is the All-Bountiful, the All-Generous, and He is the
All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful. Peace and praise be upon you
and upon those who are with you and who love you for the
sake of God, the Lord of all worlds.
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To: Siyyid Yahya Unsi, in Alexandria
Date: 1305-04-01 ? [1887-Dec-17]

He is God, exalted is He in might and power

Praise and gratitude befit the sanctified and most holy court
of that Remembered One Who hath illumined the world of be-
ing with the new radiance and wondrous light of utterance. At
the first dawning of His effulgence, countless veils and shrouds
appeared, all of which He rent asunder with the finger of di-
vine power, causing His Cause to become manifest from the
most exalted horizon. The desires of the world and its peo-
ples could not prevent Him. With supreme steadfastness He
conveyed His message before all humanity, and through this
conveyance illumined the world. Glory be unto God, Who
made the Perfect Power, the Source of the lights of knowledge,
learning, books, scriptures and arts, to appear in the Hijaz - a
place adorned with naught but rocks and thorny shrubs. Glori-
fied be His grandeur, His power, His might and His sovereignty,
that He made such a place the point of adoration for all who
dwell on earth and in heaven, and likewise the Kaaba of the
believers and those near unto God. Were one to truly reflect,
he would spend his entire life uttering “Power belongeth unto
God!” How many unbelievers strove and labored to extinguish
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the Muhammadan Light, yet the Hand of Power preserved the
lamp of His knowledge and wisdom within the glass of grace
and bounty, despite the ungodly and the proud ones.

Glory be unto Thee, O my God and my Aim! Send down at
all times the rain of Thy mercy upon the believers. O Lord!
Thou seest them encompassed by Thy creation. Deliver them,
through Thy power which hath conquered all contingent things,
from their evil and their greed. Then preserve, O my God, Thy
cities and Thy lands through the angels and the Spirit. Verily,
Thou art the Almighty, the Powerful.

Thereafter, the letter of that beloved of the heart arrived, bring-
ing comfort and blessing, with fresh fruits arranged in perfect
order within vessels of words. Praise be to God, each was a
delicate food and a luminous blessing. We partook with sincere
appetite, offered thanks and praise, and became occupied with
glorification. Following its presentation, He said: O Yahya,
upon thee be the peace of God, the Lord of all beings! Never
has the mention of your honor and the fruit of the tree of love
been forgotten, nor shall it ever be, God willing. Praise be
to God, your deeds are accepted and your efforts appreciated.
Repeatedly mention the fruit on behalf of the Wronged One.
It is incumbent upon all to assist him in every matter. We
beseech God to illumine the world of existence with the light
of His loved ones and to cause new, wondrous, and fresh fruits
to appear from the trees of the garden of meanings and utter-
He is the Powerful One Whom the limitations of the
contingent world cannot reach. His Command is truth and His
decree is certain. In that station, there is no place for why and
wherefore.

O Abdul-Husayn! God is witness and aware that thou art
beheld as sustenance upon the table, present both day and
night. We beseech God to assist thee in that which He loveth
and pleaseth, and to make thee among those who have aided
His Cause through wisdom and utterance. Verily, He is the
Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful. We have mentioned
and continue to mention the loved ones of that land. We have
sent a small stream from the rivers of the Sadat to that di-
rection, namely Inayatullah. We beseech God to protect him
and those who have turned unto Him with radiant faces and
illumined hearts. Verily, He is the Hearer, the Answerer, and
worthy to respond.

ances.

The Ocean of Utterance surgeth at all times, and the Lumi-
nary of Assurance dawneth in every moment. Glory be to
God! The deniers perceive the mirage as water, even as they
have counted the learned as ignorant, called the trustworthy
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treacherous, and named the reformer a corrupter. This evanes-
cent servant hath ever beseeched the True One, exalted be His
glory, to increase the power of hearing and preserve the eyes
from inflammation and veils, that all may observe with their
own eyes and hearken with their own ears.

I convey greetings to the apple of mine eye, nay the apple of
existence and the beloved of hearts, that is, Aqa Mirza ‘Abdu’l-
Husayn - upon him be God’s peace and favors. I beseech the
True One, glorified be His majesty, on his behalf whatsoever
shall cause the appearance of lasting fruits and eternal qualities.
This is not difficult for God, our Lord and our Goal.

The friends are all remembered, nay they are present in the
heart and visible before the eyes. The outpourings of the true
Bestower have ever encompassed all and continue to do so, for
ye have entrusted all unto Him and have placed your reliance
in Him. Verily He is with whosoever hath desired Him, loved
Him and mentioned Him. There is no God but He.

The mention of the beloved of the heart, Aqa Mirza Ahmad
- upon him be the Glory of God - was made in His presence
and attained the honor of His hearing. We made mention of
him and besought from the True One, glorified be His majesty,
whatsoever would cause the exaltation of the Word and the
advancement of being. God willing, he shall be assisted in the
remembrance and praise of the True One and be confirmed in
that which hath been recorded and inscribed in God’s Book
by the divine Pen.

O Yahya, upon thee be God’s peace! Make mention on behalf
of the Wronged One to him and his relations, both mother and
sister. Praise be to God, they have attained that which hath
no equal.

Jinab-i-Sad - upon him be the peace of God, the Lord of cre-
ation - praise be to God, attained the privilege of visiting the
House of God, and after the visitation and circumambulation
proceeded in that direction. We beseech God to protect him
from the wolves and dogs of the earth. Verily He hath power
over all things.

This concludes what this evanescent servant hath performed on
behalf of him and on behalf of Aqa Mirza Ahmad - upon them
both be the Glory of God - that which causeth the loftiness
and elevation of the stations of His friends.

Another submission: Your choice dates which truly reflected
the bounty of the True One, glorified be His majesty, arrived
distinguished and acceptable. However, the spiritual friend,
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His honor Aqa Siyyid Taqi - upon him be God’s peace - was
negligent in retrieving and saving them from the steamship
house. Nevertheless they arrived. They partook of them re-
peatedly and repeatedly bestowed them upon the kindred and
the circumambulators. “Well may it do you!” was heard re-
peatedly from the blessed tongue, and these “Well may it do
you!” refer to your honor. I beseech the True One that He
may cause a lofty tree to appear from each one and adorn it
with the dates of wisdom and utterance. Verily He hath power
over all things and is worthy to answer.

Peace, remembrance and praise be upon your honor and
upon those with you and upon those who have heard and
responded and acknowledged the oneness of His Essence and
His attributes.

5 The servant, on the first of Rajab 1305
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To: Aga Muhammad Husayn son of Pir-i Rawhani et al., in Um al-Qara

Date: 1305-04-03 [1887-Dec-19]

...He is the All-Seeing, the All-Hearing

Since the name “the village” [qaryih] was pleasing unto the
Wronged One, We therefore did not change it. It is hoped that
by the Most Exalted Pen it may be designated as the Mother
of Villages [Um al-Qara|, inasmuch as the gaze of God’s loving-
kindness is directed towards that quarter....
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To: Haji Mulla Husayn Lari et al., in Jiddah
Date: 1305-04-06 [1887-Dec-22]

He is God, exalted be His glory, majesty and power!

Praise be to God Who guided His servants to His straight
path, informed them of His momentous announcement, and
gave them glad tidings of the Day when mankind shall stand
before the Lord of the worlds. We beseech Him, exalted be He,
not to disappoint us from what He has ordained for His loved
ones and to protect us on that Day when the heaven shall be
cleft asunder, the earth shall be split, and the mountains shall
pass away. Verily, He is the Generous, the Self-Sufficient, the
Most High. And blessings and peace be upon Him through
Whom was established the sovereignty of God, His grandeur,
His commandments, His laws, the encompassing nature of His
power and His might, and upon His family and companions
whom neither the swords of the world nor the ranks of na-
tions frightened. They arose with limited numbers before the
hosts of the world, aided the Cause of God with true victory
and strove in God’s path with true striving. Through them
the idols were shattered and the manifestations of vain imag-
inings were struck down. These are the servants whom the
All-Merciful described in the Furqan, whom no blame of any
blamer could turn away from God. We bear witness that there
is no God but Him, in acknowledgment of His oneness and
singleness, and in recognition of His grace and bounty.

Your noble letter was received, and from it I sensed the fra-
grance of the exalted Gate. Blessed are they who circumam-
bulate the House and visit Yathrib and Batha. By the life of
our Beloved, the people of vision would not exchange a single
pebble thereof for all the jewels of the world. Verily, whenever
the spirit hears mention of those places, it thrills with joy and
gladness. All this is from God’s grace, the Lord of lords.

The letter of that spiritual friend arrived, diffusing the fra-
grance of divine love. After reading and perusing it, I ap-
proached the sacred threshold and presented it before the Mas-
ter. He said: “Praise be to God, you have attained and per-
formed the circumambulation.” Say:

5 “My God, my God! I testify to the sanctity of Thy Being above
mention and utterance, and the exaltation of Thy Self above
what is ordained in contingent existence. Thou hast created
creation for the recognition of the Dawning-Place of Thy Cause,
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the Manifestation of Thy Self, and the Dayspring of Thy signs.
Yet when He appeared, most of Thy creation turned away from
Him - among them were those who denied Him, those who
objected to Him, and those who arose to shed His blood. I
beseech Thee, O Master of existence and Ruler of the seen
and unseen, by Thy Command through which appeared the
pearls of the ocean of Thy knowledge and the effulgences of
the heaven of Thy grace, to ordain for this servant of Thine
the good of the hereafter and of this world. O Lord! Thou
seest me clinging to the cord of Thy oneness and holding fast
to the hem of Thy generosity. I beseech Thee to ordain for
me that which shall accompany me in all the worlds of Thy
worlds.

“QO Lord! The thirst of separation from Thee hath consumed
me - where is the sweet water of Thy mercy? My transgressions
have removed me far from the court of Thy nearness - where are
the waves of the ocean of Thy forgiveness? I beseech Thee by
Thy Book which Thou didst reveal unto Thy Beloved, whereby
Thou didst separate truth from falsehood and light from dark-
ness, to preserve me in all conditions from whatsoever might
prevent me from turning to Thee, O Lord of mankind and Lord
of the Sacred Place and Station! By Thy glory, O Desired One
of the world and Worshipped One of the nations, I have de-
sired naught from Thee except that which would make me, by
night and day, speak Thy praise, utter Thy remembrance, and
arise to serve Thy loved ones. Assist me, O my God, through
Thy bounty and generosity; enable me, O my Beloved, through
Thy power and loving-kindness. Verily, Thou art He Whom
the wishes and desires of the nations cannot frustrate. There
is no God but Thee, the Forgiving, the Merciful.” End

Praise be to God that your honor and those with you are suc-
cessful in all conditions. I beseech God, exalted be His glory,
on behalf of that spiritual beloved, whatsoever is worthy of His
bounty. After mention of the distinguished lady upon whom
be 966 [Baha'u’llah], the Master spoke:

O handmaiden of God! This Wronged One makes mention of
thee and beseeches God, exalted be His glory, on thy behalf
whatsoever is conducive to thy good in this world and the next.
Thou hast ever been and art remembered before the Wronged
One. Give thanks to the Peerless Beloved Who guided thee
and taught thee the blessed Word of Unity. This is a great
bounty and a mighty favor from God. Know thou its worth
and recognize its station. Praise be to God Who caused thee
to associate with one who possesses true unity and spiritual
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knowledge. Be thankful unto thy Lord for this supreme bless-
ing and this greatest gift. The glory from Us be upon him and
upon thee and upon him who was named Muhammad-‘Ali and
upon the leaf whom God hath given unto you both.

This evanescent servant beseeches the Eternal Truth to assist
all to mention, meditation, and acceptance, as well as to deeds
from which the fragrance of divine acceptance is inhaled. Now,
praise be to God, your honor hath attained unto that which is
the greatest cause for the mention and praise of God, exalted
be His glory. We beseech Him to make His grace continuous.
He is the Powerful, the Mighty. And likewise may He grant
whatsoever is conducive to the exaltation of His Word. This
evanescent one also conveys greetings to the distinguished lady
and children, makes mention of them, and beseeches God for
the good of this world and the next for each one. Peace, re-
membrance and praise be upon your honor and upon those
with you and those who love you and upon God’s sincere and
righteous servants. And praise be to God, the Lord of the
worlds.
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)
Date: 1305-04-16 [1888-Jan-1]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord.

The testimony of Truth, exalted be His glory, is sufficient for
His Own Self. He has said, and His word is the truth: “He can-
not be described by any description besides His Own, nor can
He be known by any besides Himself.” The praise of those who
praise and the glorification of those who glorify are bounded
by human limitations, and from the Most Great Horizon to
the human station lies an endless path. How can the condition
of a servant be compared with that station which is sanctified
beyond all sanctification and glorification, let alone other sta-
tions? The station that cannot be comprehended is not known
through comprehension, and that which cannot be described
is not encompassed by description. Exalted be His grandeur,
elevated be His dominion, and magnificent be His majesty! It
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has been said of old: “The way is blocked, and the path is
barred.” However, the letters of the friends and their mention,
praise, detachment and attraction open a joyful door and dif-
fuse a sweet fragrance. Though we may not attain to befitting
praise and description, they have brought us somewhat closer
to the path. For when that beloved one’s letter arrives, the
heart records something and joy takes hold from all directions.
Though the letter has no tongue, yet it speaks and expresses
with eloquent language. Wherever one places one’s hand, no
ear is found, yet what a wonderful hearer and what an excel-
lent bearer of news it is! Its fragrance spreads news and its
acceptance and attention listen attentively. Whence comes
this power, and whence this witnessing and hearing? All this
is from God’s grace - our Lord, your Lord, and the Lord of the
heavens and earths.

I beseech God to make the world one region and one homeland,
as has been revealed in the Tablets from the heaven of His
Will, and to grant His servants the ability to occupy themselves
with the betterment of the world and the refinement of their
own souls, so that the light of knowledge may encompass all
possibility. The purpose of knowledge is those matters that
preserve humans from what is unworthy and guide them to
what is worthy. We beseech Him to grant this success which
He has revealed in His scriptures and tablets, and to deliver
His servants from the abyss of suppositions and idle fancies
which is in truth the abyss of perdition. He is the Powerful,
He is the Mighty.

And further: that beloved of the heart’s handwriting, dated
the twelfth of the month of Safar and numbered 6, its effect
superior to the spring rains and the springtime of creation, gave
freshness to the heart and illumined the sight. After reading
and inhaling its fragrance, proceeding to the station of the Lord
of all beings, it was presented before the Seat of Grandeur, and
at that moment a pleasing command was manifested, and this
too is evidence of the grace of Truth, exalted be His glory, upon
His servants, His loved ones, and His companions. The Tongue
of Grandeur was speaking and this servant was engaged in
writing before His presence when three persons arrived from
His Honor Afnan, Mr. Mirza Aqa - upon him be the Most
Glorious Glory of God - each carrying in hand a tray filled with
true confections. In truth, this is evidence of that beloved one’s
sincerity, detachment, and spiritual orientation. In any case,
after returning, the Tongue of Grandeur spoke these verses,
exalted be His utterance and mighty be His proof:

He is the All-Witnessing, the All-Informed
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O Amin! Hear the call of God, the True King, the Manifest
One, on this Day of Judgment. He calleth aloud with the most
exalted voice, making mention of all who dwell in the kingdom
of creation, and summoneth them unto God, the Possessor of
this luminous Day. The servant who is present hath appeared
and read thy letter before the Wronged One. We have answered
thee with that which draweth the hearts of them that hearken.
We made mention of thee before, and sent unto thee from the
precincts of the Prison the fragrances of the All-Merciful, that
thou mightest inhale them and be amongst the thankful. It
behooveth one to write the verses of God with gold rather
than with ink. Verily, thy Lord is the All-Knowing Teacher.
Blessed is the servant who hath cast away his desires, clinging
fast to the Lord of all humanity, Who hath come from the
heaven of bounty with a mighty command and hath desired
naught save the unity of hearts. To this testifieth every fair-
minded and discerning soul. Corruption hath been abolished
and righteousness established by the command of God, the
Lord of all worlds.

Say: O concourse of the earth! Fear ye God and be not of
the wrongdoers. Arise to that which profiteth and exalteth
you. Verily, He hath appeared with the truth and hath bid-
den all to godliness and that whereby man’s station in creation
may be made manifest. Exalted is the All-Merciful, the Man-
ifestor of that which draweth people nigh unto His straight
Path. We beseech God to aid all to do that which He loveth
and approveth. Verily, He is the Protector of them that act.
Blessed art thou, O Amin, for having girded up thy loins to
serve God, thy Lord, the Lord of the mighty Throne. He is
with thee and beholdeth what thou doest and heareth what
thy tongue uttereth concerning this manifest News. Beware
lest the veils of glory prevent thee from the lights of beauty, or
the power of the oppressors weaken thee in regard to the Cause
of God, the Possessor of this wondrous Day. Make mention of
My loved ones on My behalf and give them the glad tidings of
the heaven of My mercy, the ocean of My bounty, and the sun
of My loving-kindness. Say: By God! Ye have attained unto
that which none besides you hath attained. To this beareth
witness the Book of God, the Speaking, the All-Knowing. We
counsel you, O My loved ones, to be trustworthy and godly,
that the attributes of your Lord and His sanctification may be
made manifest among His servants and throughout the lands.
He, verily, is the Ordainer, the Ancient of Days. Thus have
We expounded the verses as a grace from Our presence and
sent them unto thee, that thou mightest give thanks unto thy
Lord, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.
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Give ear in the Persian tongue: Every utterance and remem-
brance that contains His praise is beloved in whatsoever lan-
guage it may be - Persian, Turkish, Arabic or other tongues.
However, the Arabic language is most eloquent, comprehen-
sive and expansive. Praise be to God, thou hast attained that
which befitteth His servants in this Day. The Breath of God
hath awakened thee and the warmth of the Sun of Truth hath
taken hold of thee. Thou hast arisen to serve and clung to the
hem of detachment. All that hath come to pass is from His
grace and bounty. Awaken the friends to the Call of Truth.

If thou shouldst meet Haydar-Qabli-*Ali, upon him be My glory
and favor, convey My greetings and say: O Haydar-Qabli-*Alj,
hearken with thy inner ear to the Divine Call. For the teacher,
naught is needed save confirmatory proofs, for they are know-
ing of God and recognize Him according to their capacity. This
is the gate of guidance and salvation. No knowledge save this is
required. Whoso seeketh or asketh for more hath erred. Today,
knowledge of God is beloved, recognition of Him is accepted,
and His utterance is the goal. Among the sincere ones, the
knowledge of God hath been and is the knowledge of devotion,
detachment, and awareness of the path. Consider Jesus, son
of Mary. His disciples in the early days were sanctified and
free from outward knowledge. Likewise were the companions
of the Seal of the Prophets, may our souls be a sacrifice for His
sake, in the beginning of His revelation. Many were from the
marketplaces. O Haydar-Qabli-*Ali, the fisherman became the
fisher of men, and the wooden staff struck down the swords of
the world. These are the works of steadfastness, reliance and
sanctification. Praise be to God, thou hast attained unto the
Kawthar of inner meanings and utterance from the Hand of the
All-Merciful’s bounty. Thou art the cupbearer of the choice
sealed wine, possessing it in the name of the Self-Subsisting.
Drink and give to drink, that perchance the heedless servants
may become aware, find the path of God and hold fast to His
cord.

The divers branches of learning wherewith the wearers of the
turban pride themselves are such as have led them, in the cities
and provinces of Iran, to ascend the pulpits and revile Him
Who is the Desire of the world—God forbid! May God pre-
serve us and thee from their vain imaginings, their doubts,
and their insinuations. One craft, of the crafts of the peoples
of the West and of the East, which in this day is of service
to mankind, and which ministereth to their comfort and tran-
quillity, is, in the sight of God, more excellent than all that

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

355 6l K555 0k o st b Ol
b 3L 8 Ol e a2 oy (6l
OSSNy Al b EYAE, S L
F6 A & )5 Lot 5 bl 3 0L
el ps oo ol sbe Sl § £l gz
I U PP ST Wi WO
Ty e R
ol ) eud as'lTC?eé“’::hﬁCM\
G @y 1y Ugl gl (8 515

Ll

B |y e s Gl e Jo JE a5

)»L;Zau,,&pw&.s;\@,ﬁ
L;\JJ\MQLJJQ\)L;L\L;\,M&&:
gwu\fb‘bpy@u n\s;\f&‘
Sl ) paas 56 e 5L 2l gl
§ papY feddm e ol 5 Sl
A o 55,00 008 s e i b 5 e
35 agaie il 5 dpde b e 5 Cpt
5 Bl 5 g e 5 03y Bl Bme (ol
waﬂ/&@)sg}wa@ﬁ
o2l oo 51 L1 U s @ adT Ol
Ll Flo bl e 5 Ko ey ke
3151 skt 556 i) 53 01 o o @3
23 dle sl (Al sl o 43 b b G
)Khjgd\;jé\c@@\jqﬁdwj
FK AR B e sy gy bzl
G5 g4b 7B oy slas 4 51 Ol 5 Glae
O e b O L 5 g2 Gy Gl
255 0T Bl sle als Olas 5 s 008

st SLE gy el 1y B e

;d).\x,:{@\f"b"‘_}k\sjé:.iu()c
dplote OLe spate o sle 5 OLA Lo
3 ol s sl o Ul ) Lkl
5 2p P ple ) Cxie S el
UALM\WJJULACJ/)KJVJJ\KOJ-N
ol bl sl sl ooy e
e s Wesyd e dBle s O 421 )
@‘)ﬁ%‘éfﬁ{d\%w%%)@
aloe s Sll ey eost bl ) e

191



13

Vol. 84: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part I

BH00120

these heedless souls have borne about in their minds and pro-
claim from the pulpits. Know thou, with firm and manifest
assurance, that the effulgence of this Most Great Revelation
hath encompassed the whole world; and ere long such means
and such arts shall appear in the realm as shall be witnessed
to confound the minds of men of understanding, who will be
found powerless to fathom their secret.

Praise be to God, thou hast attained unto true knowledge.
Now recognition and acceptance are needed, that all servants
may be adorned with the ornament of recognition and illu-
mined by the lights of acceptance. From this recognition and
acceptance shall appear that which no eye hath ever beheld.
Reflect upon Christ and the outward crafts. Verily thy Lord is
the Expositor, the All-Knowing, and He is the Wise Craftsman.
The most great cause and supreme reason for whatsoever was
seen before or shall be seen hereafter, or hath appeared or shall
appear, hath been and is the Divine verses and the Will and
Purpose of the Lord. The ladder of knowledge is high, and the
feet of the servants are afflicted with paralysis. The horizon
is radiant, but vision is weak. In any case, I beseech the Self-
Sufficient, the Exalted to show generosity, to bestow bounty,
to grant healing in His Name, the Healer. He is the Powerful,
the Mighty.

Concerning the Afnan upon him be the Glory of God, who
is attracted to the verses of God and immersed in the ocean
of His love and soaring in the atmosphere of His affection and
will, who was named Muhammad in the Book of God, the Lord
of all beings, what you wrote was presented before the Most
Holy, Most Exalted Presence. The Lord, exalted and sanctified
be He, speaks: “O Amin! Verily Muhammad has attained
My presence and circled round My throne and stood before
the gate of My grandeur and spoke My praise. He is the one
mentioned in My prison and witnessed before My countenance.
Give him the glad tidings of My favor. We beseech God to send
down upon him that which will draw him near in all conditions.
Verily He is the Self-Sufficient, the Most High.”

And likewise concerning the honored Afnan, His Excellency
Aqga Mirza Muhammad-Bagir, upon him be the Most Glorious
Glory of God, after being presented at the highest horizon and
supreme height, these verses were revealed from the heaven of
the will of the Lord of all beings. His blessed and exalted Word:
“O My Afnan! Upon thee be My Glory! Praise the Desired One
of the world Who granted confirmation and bestowed success,
Who gave determination, manifested capacity and ability until
He guided thee to the supreme height and ultimate goal. Say:
Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having guided me to the

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

guy\ Oyl Jgae & .:;f Ak e s
Ss% odnlin Al il e )

D15 86 e Jlo 556 i de 281
5 N5 e Obe 3k e g b5
J,.bUa JU\) dbf d‘)\})}"‘ JLQ\J\.'J\);L‘
uja>-)> a.—\w\)JK)j) fw>- 4{45‘-\ J}w
coll n S, OV S 0 pls wlins 5 s
5 el e ) (S LA gy L
Ly A% os 851 el sl 5l o e
S st gl L cn€ b L 351 i 3
SBM-MJQJ){L;L)%&}on‘}L}\
B S o el sle Ja)) 5 Al 8 e
& OV s s b Cums g e
GL ool Al 2 ale oS s o

L\j})JG@)\-\Sww

f)mrucuu\ O toyl g &K
jwﬁgw&l\}&\ubbu.@l\
L}.\.«.s‘-fé.ﬁ\ 4;:\))44;}» ;\ﬂoJLL:J\
ol o J,w\;vyféjj\&fm\gK
S Jg 56 Ll Oz el ) !

ol 5 Sl 56 102 31 el L o 5 s

ol QU gy golie Ob sl o5 (20
oA s plel oyl s G LS g
K G il ade i 0 B 2 Gla

Jcll gl 5 &l Ji V)

Bl ol rwﬁa GBT 0Ll & G
02 3N e YT e 3L a2 e
sl 5 Ul o) Ue fap)3 5 el 3l s
Ll s SOk A8 b o) Ao Cate
a1y dle s paie o5 ae Sl e Gl
5B iz e s e 3i5 o
LS}“A'; R.Ll.c} L:lc ;0}‘).;\5 \j lthUa S dazs]
Gl s o AL R ST By ol

192



16

Vol. 84: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part I

BH00120

path of Thy good-pleasure and caused me to hear the verses
of Thy Most Exalted Pen when the seat of Thy throne was
established in the prison of ‘Akka, and for having taught me
what was hidden in the treasuries of Thy knowledge from time
immemorial. I beseech Thee, O King of Kings and Ruler of
the Kingdom, by Thy Most Great Name, to ordain for me
from Thy Most Exalted Pen that which will cause my mention
to endure among all mentions, my name among all names, and
my spirit among all spirits. Verily Thou art the Lord of all
beings and within Thy grasp is the key to success. There is
none other God but Thee, the Forgiving, the Generous.”

This evanescent servant conveys greetings and glorification to
each of these gentlemen. Praise be to God, they are present
and have attained His favor. The servant beseeches his Lord to
ordain for them both that which will cause them to be among
those who circle round His mighty throne. There is none other
God but He, the Fulfiller of the needs of all who ask. Supreme
joy, delight and happiness have been attained because that
beloved one has in every instance recorded mention of the Af-
nan and their adherence to the Divine Lote-Tree and their
being set ablaze with the fire of the Lote-Tree and whatso-
ever hath been manifested from them in the path of God, and
likewise the mention of the loved ones of God and what hath
appeared from them in His path. That beloved one hath ever
been and continues to be the cause of the manifestation of di-
vine bounties and favors concerning His loved ones. This is a
mighty grace and a great blessing.

5 And as to what thou hast mentioned concerning Aqga

Muhammad-Husayn—upon him be the glory of God—his
turning towards God, his eager response, and his being
kindled with the fire of Divine love; and likewise concerning
Aga Muhammad-Hasan—upon him be the glory of God—his
neighbour, and his attention and acceptance: these remem-
brances were laid before the Countenance of that Holy One,
the Spirit of all in the kingdom of command and of creation
be a sacrifice unto Him. Whereupon there was revealed that
which hath descended from the heaven of the Will of our Lord
and your Lord and the Lord of the Throne and of the dust.
He—Dblessed and exalted be He—hath spoken:

O Amin, upon thee be My glory! Thou didst make mention of
Muhammad-Husayn, upon him be My glory. Praise be to God
that he hath been enkindled with the fire of the love of God,
hath turned toward the Most Exalted Horizon, and remaineth
steadfast in his love for the Peerless Friend. He hath been
and continueth to be oriented in his countenance, remembering
with his tongue, beholding with his eye, accepting with his
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heart and grasping with his hand. The deeds of that household
have ever been remembered in the presence of the Wronged
One - with Him is the knowledge of all things in a clear Book.
Give him My glad-tidings and illumine him with that which
hath shone forth from the horizon of the heaven of My Pen,
that he may rejoice and be among the thankful ones.

O Muhammad-Husayn! The call of the Wronged One is raised,
and the lights of His countenance shine forth from the Most
Exalted Horizon without veil or covering. Yet the veils of fancy
and vain imaginings of the hearts have outwardly prevented
the sincere ones from drawing nigh and have held back those
who are near from attaining His presence. Praise be to God
that in these days when darkness hath encompassed the world,
thou hast attained unto the light of the Cause. Beseech God
to preserve His people in this Revelation from the fancies and
vain imaginings of the former party, namely the Shi’ites, lest
they become like that party who hath lost both this world and
the next.

Reflect upon the baseness of understanding and the heedless-
ness of that party. For years they counted themselves the most
learned and exalted in the world, yet on the Day of Resurrec-
tion they were found to be the most ignorant and abased. Now
the new deniers of Bayan desire to occupy people with the vain
imaginings of the former party. Glory be to God! That party
which clung to the true Ali put to death its Creator, Manifes-
tation and Source on the Day of His appearance. Now what
will these souls who cling to the false Ali do, and what ex-
cellence will they manifest? It behooveth those possessed of
insight to weep and lament, for they have sullied the Day of
God with their own delusions. Today a thousand Alis are cir-
cumambulating, created by a single word of the chosen ones
and holy ones. The former party, with their countless claims
and immeasurable pride, their most renowned, most learned
and most ascetic ones occupy the pulpits cursing the Goal of
all the worlds. They testified to the infidelity of the King of
being, Whom they had beseeched night and day with utmost
humility, submissiveness and lamentation to attain His pres-
ence, and issued the verdict for His blood to be shed. What
then hath befallen and will befall the new deniers? This utter-
ance hath repeatedly descended from the heaven of knowledge
as a token of grace, that the people of God may be aware and
may protect the servants from new fancies and vain imagin-
ings. Thus hath My Most Exalted Pen spoken, as a favor from
Me unto thee. When thou hearest it, say: Praise be to Thee,
O Thou Goal of the world! And glory be to Thee, O Thou
Beloved of the hearts of the sincere ones!
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This is what was revealed for Muhammad Hasan, upon him be
the Glory of God. He, blessed and exalted, says: O Muham-
mad Hasan, upon you be My Glory! The honored Amin, upon
him be My Glory, mentioned you and sent it to the Most Holy
Court. We beseech God to assist you and enable you to do that
which He loves and is pleased with, and to make you among
those who have arisen to serve the Cause and have held fast
to the cord of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Blessed
art thou for having turned to the Wronged One while He was
imprisoned in the hands of the heedless. Say:

My God, my God! Ilumine my face with the lights of Thy
countenance and my heart with the radiance of Thy knowl-
edge. I beseech Thee by Thy Most Great Signs and by the
traces of Thy Most Exalted Pen to make me, in all conditions,
steadfast in Thy Cause and firm in Thy love, such that noth-
ing whatsoever shall prevent me from Thy remembrance, O
Thou Lord of Names and Creator of heaven! There is none
other God but Thee, the Omnipotent, the All-Conquering, the
All-Powerful, the Mighty, the Beauteous.

Praise be to God! The waves of the divine ocean of generosity
have encompassed both, and the rain of grace is so abundantly
pouring and descending that no speaker can find words to de-
scribe it. His mercy is continuous and His grace is successive.
Every person of insight is bewildered and every person of un-
derstanding is perplexed, for His grace has exceeded all reckon-
ing and His generosity has transcended all bounds. How lofty
is this most exalted station and supreme summit! Glorified
be He Who raised it, glorified be He Who established it, and
glorified be He Who confirmed it. There is no God but Him.

2 As for the repeated mention of Haji H.S. (upon him be the

Glory of God) and the supplications made for divine favors
upon him, his mention has repeatedly flowed from the Most
Exalted Pen, and at this time these blessed words and radiant
verses have been revealed from the heaven of grace. He, blessed
and exalted, says: The mention of Muhammad-before-H and S,
upon him be My Glory, has repeatedly been revealed. God has
forgiven him as a favor from His presence, purified him, and
enabled him to serve His Cause. He turned in the early days
to the Most Exalted Horizon and drank the sealed nectar from
the hand of the bounty of My Name, the Self-Subsisting. He
shattered the idols of fancy and vain imaginings through the
power of his Lord, the Possessor of mankind, and rent asunder
the veils through My Name, the Mighty, the Bestower.

O Amin! These deeds which have been manifested by him
from the beginning of the Cause until now have not been and
will not be forgotten. Verily, thy Lord is the Compassionate,
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the Generous, and He is the Forgiving, the Merciful. Make
mention of him on behalf of the Wronged One and convey to
him what has been revealed for him from the Most Exalted
Pen. Likewise for the emigrants who emigrated and attained
with him the Most Holy Court. By the life of God! There has
been ordained for each one, male and female, that which the
outward eye has not been and is not capable of beholding. He
Who possesses the Clear Book bears witness to this. Convey
greetings to all on behalf of the Wronged One and give them
the glad tidings of the waves of the ocean of utterance which
have at this time appeared from the Pen of the Most Merciful
specifically for them, that the utterance may attract them to
the Kingdom of knowledge and bring them to a station wherein
the conditions of the world will not change them nor the doubts
of the nations sadden them.

O Amin! Blessed art thou and joy be to thee! In every letter
thou hast made mention of the friends and hast spoken of A
and M and their daughters and other daughters in each of thy
letters, and each hath attained to that which hath no equal. In
these days, especially for some of the leaves, upon them be 9 66
[Baha'u’llah], the Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet hath been
sent down from the heaven of will. We beseech God to confirm
all to that which beseemeth His days. In truth, some from the
beginning until now have been engaged in service, turning to
Him and making mention of Him. Verily, He doth not suffer
to be lost the reward of those men and women who do good
and who are devout.

This servant conveyeth greetings to all and beareth witness be-
fore God, exalted be His glory, to the turning, the devotion,
the steadfastness, and the praise and glorification of these as-
sured souls mentioned, and from the ocean of the All-Merciful’s
mercy and the sea of divine bounty, he seeketh for each that
which shall endure throughout the sovereignty of earth and
heaven. Verily our Lord is the One Who hath power over
whatsoever He willeth, He is the Speaker of Truth, and He is
the Hearer, the Answerer.

Concerning what thou didst write about Sirri Effendi, upon
him be the glory of God, after it was presented before the
Most Holy, Most Exalted Presence, He said: “Yes, O Amin,
the one mentioned hath protected and continueth to protect,
and from the beginning the sweet savors of love have wafted
from him. However, those who have dealings with the govern-
ment, it often happens that without intention a word escapeth
from their tongue. Therefore concealment in this matter is
preferable. Thou didst write about this before and an answer
was sent. The command remaineth the same and the decree is
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unchanged. Beseech God to reveal unto all the purpose of this
Revelation and His will, that what is hidden in the hearts may
become as evident as the sun. In such case all would arise to
assist the oppressed. But now the Cause is veiled and doubts
and idle fancies are an obstacle. Therefore ye must observe pru-
dence according to the requirements of the time. The former
deeds of this group have grieved hearts and minds, therefore
until now they cling to their vain imaginings. We beseech God
to aid all to witness the signs and fruits of the divine Tree.
In such case doubt will be transformed to certitude and agita-
tion to tranquility, and the tongues of all created things will
proclaim ‘The Truth hath come.”’

7 Concerning what they wrote about thy loved ones, Mulla

Husayn and Aqa Hasan, upon them be the glory of God, it
was presented before the Most Holy, Most Exalted Presence.
The word of the Lord, exalted and sanctified is He:

He is the Hearer, the Answerer

O Husayn! Upon thee be My glory! The Trusted One made
mention of thee, and We make mention of thee in this Clear
Tablet. Blessed is the heart that hath on this day turned to-
ward the Supreme Horizon, and the face that hath directed it-
self to the light of the countenance of its Lord, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise. Everyone possessed of discernment perceiveth in
all things the fragrance of transience. Blessed is the strong one
who hath cast it behind him, turning unto God, the Kind, the
Generous. Every tongue hath acknowledged the transience of
the world and its transformation. Blessed is the seeing one who
hath turned away from it and faced toward God, the Lord of
the worlds. Say:

Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having guided me and
made me know and hear, and for having revealed unto me that
which hath set me ablaze with Thy love. I beseech Thee by Thy
Name through which Thou hast subdued the kingdom of earth
and heaven, to make this servant of Thine one who gazeth
upon Thee, who speaketh Thy praise, and who holdeth fast
unto Thy cord. Then ordain for me the good of this world and
the world to come. Verily Thou art the Lord of all mankind.
There is none other God but Thee, the Almighty, the Powerful.

This is what was revealed for Hasan, upon him be the Glory
of God: He is the One Who gazeth from the horizon of the
heaven of bounty

O Hasan Amin, upon thee be My glory and loving-kindness!
Thou hast been mentioned and We have remembered thee.
Praise be to God, thou hast attained and hast drunk from the
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Kawthar of bounty which floweth from the Supreme Pen. His
mercy hath preceded all things and His loving-kindness hath
encompassed all. He hath manifested Himself and made clear
the path of success, guiding His servants thereto. Some have
heard and attained, while others remain deprived and forbid-
den from the eternal bounty and the heavenly feast. The cause
of their deprivation are those souls who have usurped His sta-
tion in His name and pass judgment among the servants. Ever
have those who outwardly cling to the Truth and are honored
by His name sent the people to the abode of perdition. Give
praise to the Desired One of the world Who hath made you
aware and guided you, and Who hath sent down in the Most
Great Prison, by His will, that which hath been and ever shall
be the cause of the preservation of names and mention. Glory
be upon thee and upon those who have drunk the wine of
steadfastness from the hand of the bounty of their Lord, the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

This lowly one conveyeth greetings to each one, and at all times
beseecheth from the Desired One of the worlds the exaltation of
His loved ones, especially those souls who are associated with
and cling to His servants. Verily He is the All-Bountiful, He is
the Generous. There is none other God but He, the Forgiving,
the Merciful.

Regarding the mention of my beloved Ibn-i-Abhar, upon them
both be the Glory of God, the Lord of Power, and likewise
regarding the sum that was sent to him, this matter hath been
accepted in the Most Holy and Exalted Presence. His blessed
and exalted Word: “O Amin! Excellent is what thou hast
done.” We beseech God to aid him to assist His Cause through
wisdom and utterance. Spending in His path and assisting His
loved ones is acceptable.

Mention was made of Muhammad Husayn, upon him be the
Glory of God. His petition attained the Most Holy Court and
a most wondrous and glorious Tablet was revealed and sent
down from the horizon of will. Let him rejoice and give thanks
unto our Lord, the All-Bountiful, the Generous.

Likewise mention was made of Aqa Mirza Asadu’llah and Aga
Mirza Javad, the two dyers, upon them both be the Glory of
God. The mention of both was heard in the Greatest Scene
before the face of the Lord of Power, and these brilliant verses
were sent down from the heaven of bounty. His blessed and
exalted Word:

He is the Faithful Speaker

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

L g easf ablal tile 5 a§ i
sbe oyl L 2 o 5 250 plb
,x.\w,x.wezﬁaf C,JY:C)E\)
£ty o2 afler tole s 0l Cami 31 £
\)qu»}(wpfmwﬁ@dc
A5Y sleze S sle Cnle s Alos Sy
e el s aSiaze 2 sl s S
spaia oS A Slesk s 0 Sl | Gls
)J}:fjéc,:\.\ajzjﬁaﬁ\)@fb‘lb
5o 8 2102 J36 eyl el e
S Ll e 5 034 55 (w‘*Ub.C»IC
ey oo Bl 3oy 1y 2 0l e

) sl gl o

225 Sl 25 K p Cass ol
U1 5 5 e Ollle gt 51 o415 U
Cgle pald $ouss 52y llas |y
Y\A\Yﬂﬂ\f,d%\ﬁdj\wj

= o5l g
Al b el o) Sl g 55 K
35 Koy Lo 5 K30 1y Ll Sl

Lo o el b Al 5 SO A3 J e 8
O i Mo a1 o) e G 51 A
el ik s Bl 0L 5 <82
! dte AU

dsgt 1y B o ln ade e 4F Ol §3
¢ oS K5 51 bl Coli il s
AL dLﬂ)\ 9 d)L}JbUQ o:b‘ L;s\ J\ LS\"\
a3 dladl by Koy -4

Ve B 5 allotel 150 BT Ol §3 et 5

253 N Ly BT Lde Bl 53 5l
l&\éb)u\;&tﬁbj(ﬁlﬁ\;‘%):).\
P S0 Y P P CH JN TRCA I BN

sy SOl

SN BFIRETIN

198

=



39

Vol. 84: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part I

BH00120

O Asadu’llah! God willing, thou shalt remain firm and stead-
fast in the Cause of God with the power and might of a lion.
True steadfastness maketh the world steadfast and spiritual
attraction causeth the world to become attracted. Ever fix
thy gaze upon this word: “He is praised in His deeds and
obeyed in His command.” Whosoever holdeth fast to this ex-
alted word, the calumnies of the servants shall not affect him
and the clamor of the oppressors and the doubts of the bark-
ers shall not deprive him from the Most Great Ocean. The
Trustworthy One hath mentioned thee, and We mention thee
as a bounty from Us, and verily We are the All-Bountiful, the
Generous. Blessed art thou for having turned, hearkened, and
witnessed that which the Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken be-
fore the creation of all things. Verily there is none other God
but He, the Single, the One, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.
Glory be upon thee and upon those who have drunk the wine
of utterance from the hand of the bounty of their Lord, the
Forgiving.

And this is what was revealed for Javad, upon him be the Glory
of God, the Lord of Creation. His blessed and exalted Word:

In My Name, the All-Bountiful, the Generous

O Javad! Ask the leaders of the Shia sect what became of
those demands, what happened to that cry of ‘May God has-
ten’, what were those lamentations in the month of Muharram,
and what were those dirges? Judge fairly - you considered
yourselves most profitable but were found to be most lost; you
counted yourselves most learned but were observed to be most
ignorant. O faithless ones! You have torn the veil of honor.
The King of existence, through whose bounty all created things
were adorned with the ornament of being - Him you cursed and
reviled from your pulpits, and finally pronounced the verdict
for His martyrdom. Now fear God and have mercy upon your-
selves. How long will heedlessness endure? Until when will
tyranny persist? The Jews keep their distance from you, let
alone the People of the Sunna. For twelve hundred years you
played the game of successorship, and finally busied yourselves
with cursing the Truth from your pulpits. Shame upon you
and upon your beliefs and your faith!

O Javad! Now ponder these matters and thank God that He
saved you by the hands of His will and delivered you from
ghouls and demons. You heard the call of the Wronged One
and responded to it. Blessed art thou and joy be unto thee!
He hath mentioned thee with that which no mention can equal.
Verily thy Lord is the All-Remembering, the All-Wise, the
Helper, the All-Knowing. The glory be upon thee and upon
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those who have cast the rejectors behind them, turning unto
God, the One, the Mighty, the Great.

They mentioned Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Farajullah, upon him be
the glory of God and His favors, that he is engaged in praise
and thanksgiving and is steadfast in serving the Cause. After
this matter was presented before the Most Glorious Horizon, a
most holy and mighty Tablet was revealed from the heaven of
favor and was sent. God willing, may they obtain eternal life
from its verses and drink of the everlasting Kawthar. Praise
be to God, they have attained to that for which existence it-
self was brought into being. This servant conveys greetings
and salutations to him and the mentioned souls, upon them
be the glory of God, and seeks confirmation and success for
them. Verily our Lord, the Most Merciful, is the Almighty,
the Powerful, and He is the Hearer, the Answerer.

Concerning the mention of the ascension and passing of the
elevated, deceased and blessed His Holiness Raj, upon him be
the glory of God, His mercy and His favors - after this was
presented in the Most Holy and Most Mighty Presence, there
was revealed from the heaven of Will that which is the cause
of exaltation and elevation. He was ever remembered in the
Most Great Scene. There hath been revealed concerning his
station and rank that which the tongues of all created things
are powerless to recount. He turned to God on a day when
all the divines were engaged in rejection, and he acknowledged
the Truth at a time when all were denying it, save those whom
God willed. His is a station with God.

Likewise mention hath been made of his honor Ibn, upon him
be the Glory of God - that is, his honor Shaykh M.H. - and
such verses have been revealed as have caused the fragrance
of loving-kindness to be diffused among the concourse of those
near unto God and them that circle round His throne. Sim-
ilarly have his other sons, upon them be the Glory of God,
been remembered, each one being mentioned in the presence
of the Truth. Nothing whatsoever escapeth the knowledge of
our Lord. Verily, He doth not suffer to be lost the reward of
the doers of good.

This servant beseecheth and imploreth God, exalted be His
glory, that He may keep them aflame at all times with the
fire of His love and illumined with the light of His Cause, that
they may arise to render service and lead men from that which
they possess unto that which God possesseth. At this time
there is no opportunity to write and send more, but at an-
other time, God willing, it shall be sent, that their eyes may
be solaced thereby, their hearts gladdened, and their breasts
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dilated. Verily our Lord, the All-Merciful, is the Compassion-
ate, the All-Forgiving, the Most Merciful. There is no God
but Him, the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
Glory and praise and honor be upon you and upon them that
are with you and love you for the sake of God, the Lord of the
worlds.

The servant 16 Rabi’u’th-Thani 1305

BRL__TRUST#30x, COC#2042x
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BHO01445

To: Habib et al., in Mashhad
Date: 1305-04-16 [1888-Jan-1]

He is the One Who gazeth from His Most Glorious Horizon

O son of My name! Hearken unto My call from around My
throne. Verily it draweth thee to a station wherein the affairs
of creation shall not grieve thee, nor shall the doubts of the
doubters hinder thee. This is the call which the Interlocutor
heard on Sinai when We revealed unto him from this Manifesta-
tion, whereby the Hand of Bounty appeared from the kingdom
of creation and gave to drink the sealed wine, through His
Name the Self-Subsisting, unto such servants as turned unto
Him. Thus did the Luminary of grace shine forth from the
horizon of this heaven, and the Tongue of Grandeur did speak:
The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the Lord of the worlds.

This is the day wherein the Dove of Knowledge warbled and
the nightingales of utterance sang upon the highest branches.
O people of the world! By our Lord, the All-Merciful! This
is the day wherein the Hidden One hath revealed His beauty,
and the Concealed One His mysteries, and the Ocean its waves,
and the Divine Lote-Tree its fruits, and the Sun its effulgence,
and the verses their sweet savors. Blessed is he who hath found
and recognized, and woe unto every remote denier. Verily We
withheld the Pen for a time. Thy Lord doeth what He wil-
leth and ordaineth what He desireth. He is the Powerful, the
Mighty.

O beloved! Remember when thou didst seek the Ultimate Goal
and the Supreme Summit. We aided thee with the hosts of
love and affection until thou didst attain the presence of the
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Wronged One in His mighty prison, and beheld the Dawning-
Place of thy Lord’s verses, and heard His sweetest call, and
stood before a door which was opened unto all who are in earth
and heaven. Verily thy Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Generous.
The iniquity of the world and the transgressions of the nations
have not withheld His mercy. He ordaineth for whomsoever
He willeth whatsoever He pleaseth. He is the Single One, the
One, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

We counsel thee and those who have believed to be trustwor-
thy and religious, and to that which elevateth the station of
man. [ am the Counselor, the All-Knowing. Say: Aid ye
My Cause with these My hosts. Thus were ye commanded
aforetime in diverse Tablets, as attesteth he who hath in his
possession a perspicuous Book. Aid your Lord through wis-
dom and utterance, through deeds and character. By the life
of God! Through these are manifested the sanctification of
My Being and the purification of Mine Essence. Blessed is he
who hath understood My purpose, and woe unto the heedless.
Say: Adorn your temples with the ornament of fear of God.
He is the Leader of My hosts and their Chief. Thus hath the
All-Wise decreed while seated upon His exalted throne.

We make mention of My loved ones there. We have mentioned
them before and given them glad tidings of My favor which
hath encompassed all who are in the heavens and on earth.
We beseech God to aid them and My loved ones in all lands
to act in accordance with what He hath revealed in His Book.
He is the Helper, the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Praised.
O beloved! Upon thee be My glory. We have desired at this
time to make mention of My leaf and My handmaiden who
hath ascended unto the Supreme Companion. Verily thy Lord
is the All-Merciful, the Most Merciful.

The Light shining from My Most Exalted Horizon and the
Fragrance wafting from the Supreme Perspective be upon thee,
O handmaiden of God! T testify that thou didst hear the Call
and answer thy Lord, and didst turn unto Him when the people
were in manifest aversion, and thou didst win the days of thy
Lord and didst hearken unto His verses when the handmaidens
of the earth were heedless thereof. We beseech God to send
down upon thee mercy from His presence and grace from His
own Self, and to show thee in all times the manifestations of
grace and bounty. He is verily powerful over what He willeth,
and He is the Hearer, the Answerer.

Blessed is the servant who hath remembered her through what
hath been revealed from My Most Exalted Pen, and the hand-
maiden who hath turned unto her. He verily heareth and seeth,
and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.
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O beloved! Give thanks unto God for what He hath revealed
unto thee of verses while the Wronged One was imprisoned
in the hands of the oppressors. Say: O my God, my God!
Withhold not Thy servants from turning to the Most Great
Ocean, nor deprive them of the effulgent rays of Thy lumi-
nous horizon. Through Thy bounty and generosity, ordain for
them that which will draw them nigh unto Thee. Verily, Thou
art He in Whose grasp are the reins of grace and munificence.
There is no God but Thee, the Mighty, the Generous. Thy
generosity hath encompassed all creation and Thy grace hath
pervaded all beings. Deliver Thy servants from the promptings
of self and passion, that they may turn with their hearts unto
Thee, hearken unto Thy call, and recognize that which Thou
hast ordained for them through Thy bounty. There is no God
but Thee, the Omnipotent, the Supreme, the Mighty, the All-
Conquering, the Glorious, the All-Wise. Illumine, O my God,
the faces of those who have turned to the light of Thy counte-
nance, and their hearts with the light of Thy knowledge. Verily,
Thou art the Most Wise of judges and the Most Merciful of
the merciful. I testify that Thou hast manifested Thyself as a
token of Thy bounty and an evidence of Thy loving-kindness.
Close not, O my God, the door which Thou hast opened unto
the world. Verily, Thou are the Strong, the Powerful. Glory
be upon Thee and upon Thy loved ones there, and upon those
who are with Thee. Verily, thy Lord is the All-Remembering,
the All-Knowing.
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To: Siyyid Mustafa Rumsi
Date: 1305-04-16 [1888-Jan-1]

He is God, exalted be His station of grandeur and power

Today the horizon of the world is illumined with the lights of
the manifestation of the Most Great Luminary. The Prophets
and Messengers, both before and after, gave glad tidings to all
on earth of the appearance of Him Who conversed with Moses.
The Primal Point - may the spirit of all else be sacrificed for
Him - states: “I have written an essence regarding His mention,
which is that He cannot be known through My allusion nor
through what was revealed in the Bayan.” He is the true Herald
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Who appeared to inform the people, that they might make
themselves ready and clear the paths, even as John son of
Zacharias, who is mentioned in the Books as John the Baptist,
gave glad tidings of the appearance of Christ while he was in
prison when Jesus son of Mary declared His Cause. Blessed
is the one whom the doubts and allusions of the people of the
world did not prevent or deprive from beholding the Supreme
Horizon.

Today the path is clear and the proof is revealed. The friends
of God must arise to serve the Cause and through wisdom and
utterance draw the people of the contingent world to the divine
law. This transient world and all that exists therein will soon
return to nothingness. Strive that there may appear from you
deeds that will endure in the gathering of the world through
the eternality of the divine names and attributes.

O thou who gazest upon the Countenance! The servant of the
Cause today is one who, should he pass by cities of gold and
silver, would not open his eyes, and his heart would remain
pure and sanctified from all that he beholds - that is, from the
ornaments and bounties of the world. I swear by the Sun of
Truth that his soul is effective and his word is attractive. We
beseech God to assist thee in that which befits His Day. Thou
hast ever been and art remembered. Arise by My leave, then
help thy Lord with the hosts of wisdom and utterance. Verily
He is the Mighty, the Bestower. Peace and glory be upon thee
and upon those who have not exchanged the enduring bounty
for transient benefits, and upon every steadfast and firm one,
and every knowing and perceiving one.
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BHO04571
To: daughter of Ismullahul-Asdag
Date: 1305-04-16 [1888-Jan-1]
In the Name of the one true God! & aslis ol

O My handmaiden and My leaf! Your mention has ever been
present at the Most Holy Court. We heard your call and all
that proceeded from you in praise and glorification of the Goal
of the worlds was received with hearing. Nothing escapes His
knowledge. All matters are manifest and evident before God.
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Veils do not prevent Him from beholding. That which is ap-
parent and that which is hidden are witnessed in the presence
of Divine knowledge.

O My leaf! Were but one manifestation from among the mani-
festations of stations ordained for My Most Truthful Name to
become manifest and visible in the world, all the tongues of the
peoples of the world would speak forth “Blessed be God, the
Compassionate, the Generous!” This Wronged One has ever
been afflicted in the hands of enemies, therefore We act accord-
ing to what wisdom requires. We beseech God to increase your
success in all times.

Convey greetings from this Wronged One to the handmaidens
of that city. God willing, may they drink in all conditions
from the choice wine of the love of the Beloved of the worlds,
and may they speak His praise and mention, and be accounted
before God among the men, not like the women and men of the
Shi’ih party who for one thousand two hundred years occupied
themselves with successor and guardian and chiefs and nobles,
then on the Day of Reckoning arose to deny and turn away
from His Holiness the Desired One. They martyred the King
of existence by Whose word a thousand Alis could be created.

O My handmaidens! The Day is the Day of God. Pass be-
yond the river of names that you may attain unto the ocean
of meanings. Glory be upon you and upon My handmaidens
who have believed in God, the Single, the All-Informed.
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To: Abu-Zafar, in Rangoon
Date: 1305-04-16 [1888-Jan-1]

He is the One Who gazeth from His Most Exalted Horizon.

2 Blessed is he who hath arisen to serve and who hath awak-

ened the servants from the slumber of heedlessness through
the fragrances of revelation and the rustling of the Supreme
Pen. Whosoever attaineth unto this honor must have his head
adorned with the crown of detachment, his temple embellished
with the robe of godliness, and his heart illumined with the
light of divine knowledge. This Day is different from other days,
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and this Cause different from other causes. Beseech ye God
that He deprive not eyes from beholding His signs, nor ears
from hearkening to the rustling of His Supreme Pen. Strive
that thou mayest attain unto that which shall never cease to
yield fruit, and whose mention shall not be erased from God’s
Book. Glory be unto the people of Baha who have not broken
God’s Covenant and His Testament, who have turned with
their hearts and said: “Praise be unto Thee for having remem-
bered us while Thou wert imprisoned in the hands of the heed-
less ones.”
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BHO01951

To: Muhammad Javad Qazvini, in Beirut

Date: 1305-04-29 [1888-Jan-14]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Greatness and the Power

The traces of the Pen of love and purity have bestowed purity
upon the world and removed the dust of events from hearts and
souls. It was a clear proof and a crying herald. It mentioned
thirty-hour journeys which were like thirty years. The length
of this journey nearly caused the sweetness of nearness to be
erased from the heart, but divine grace provided assistance and
the true sea showed generosity. And after being presented in
the court of His presence, a word was revealed that transformed
every remoteness into nearness and every separation into union.
Therefore the luminary of hope for nearness has risen from the
horizon of the heart. We hope that soon the meeting will be
attained and union will open a new book. “Without the help
of the people of truth and the chosen ones of truth, even if one
be a king, his page is black.”

In all conditions we hold fast to the cord of His grace and cling
to the hem of His generosity. We have no other sorrow. Surely
the sorrows of the world cannot darken this station, nor can
the events of nations scatter it. Although outwardly dispersion
is apparent, inwardly we are united and watchful. The loved
ones, wherever they may be, are beneath the pavilions of His
grandeur. This heaven is but one dome of that royal tent.
Whatever we are, we are from Him, and wherever we are, we
are with Him. The effulgences of the Sun of grace have shone
forth in such wise that the learned one of creation can neither

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Sl adiall 6ls Lo A e

Sl S b L 1 e u,a,@;é;)\ﬂ -
sy Mo Clla, gy el 1y Sl
b aele o slimbw Flo sy S50 2
&cht‘J)LJﬁﬁawg‘%b&K
Syl 2 LB, o ol sy Koy
3o e i 2y o Silel Al Jiab
A Gek e ol s u",jj‘ s
Glp 2 asd bt @l i 2 &
b B gl e oy 5 130 Jloy
83 dloy 5 355 Jole W 65y & sl
G Ol s G ol sde g alé 5l e

Gy phealw a2l a5

s Sz 2l J2 I o s
Loplar) el el o2 PRV o
Oley ol Sl 5l G e ol
Sy s C,lw'\.ﬁﬁUa'Js J- %f\.\;ﬁi
BEBE M\f\;ﬁ%‘;ﬁ“)@*ﬁ&bé
oK 2T 33 Sad Ol o) wmilae O3
S s Sl gk ar s oses
i & le OBl 1yl bl 2 Sl L

206


http://www.bahai.org/r/185678279
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/HI/hi-62.html
https://www.afnanlibrary.org/d/andalib-issue-24

Vol. 84: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part I

BH01951

describe nor mention it. The world of existence appears as but
a span, nay less, before the expanse of His generosity.

Praise be to God, again praise be to God, for awareness comes
from His grace and knowledge from His endless bounty. With
one word He kindled the fire of His love in hearts and souls until
all, without intention, ran toward Him and found rest in His
shadow. This fire was reserved for the hearts of those near and
sincere. Glory be to God! His jealousy is such that He accepts
no rival. This is why the world appears frozen. Were He to lift
the veil, new souls would gather in such wise as to make the
space too narrow for the former friends. Nay, by His very Self!
The blessed word “The foremost ones are the foremost ones -
these are they who will be brought near” has ever been and
will ever be established and realized. Every person of insight
bears witness and every hearing ear attests.

5 Better now to leave this theme and turn to mention the Af-

nan of the Blessed Tree and the loved ones, upon them be
God’s peace. The honored presence of the most great Afnan,
upon him be the Most Glorious Beauty, has ever been and is
remembered. The days of his presence are witnessed and ob-
served. Repeatedly his mention was heard from the tongue of
the Master, may our spirits be sacrificed for Him, especially in
these days. Furthermore, I convey greetings and nothingness
to both luminaries - the brilliant star, his honor Afnan, and the
honored beloved, his honor Haji, and the spiritual beloved, his
honor Muhammad Mustafa, and likewise his honor Aga Mirza
Mihdi and all the other loved ones, upon them all be God’s
peace and praise. Praise be to God, they are mentioned and
present before His face. Peace and praise and remembrance
and glory be upon you and upon God’s sincere servants.
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Study guide to this volume

Volume 84 opens the year 1305 A.H. (1887-88) with a striking combination of systematic theology
and urgent pastoral consolidation. At its doctrinal center stands BH00827, the Lawh-i-Haft Pur-
sish (Tablet of Seven Questions), one of the most sustained and comprehensive answers to formal
theological inquiry in the late-period writings: seven questions concerning the direction and lan-
guage of worship, the nature of faith, how to treat religious difference, the fulfillment of Zoroastrian
eschatological expectation, the reality of Paradise and Hell, the soul after death, and Baha’u’llah’s
own ancestry and lineage. Around this systematic exposition cluster tablets of pastoral urgency:
BHO00918’s vivid account of pulpits across Iran reviling Baha’u’llah, countered by the counsel of
“beauteous patience”; BH01817’s explicit instruction to counsel those whose words foster discord;
and BH04665’s compressed declaration that “today is not the day for words” but for genuine hear-
ing and acceptance. The volume enters the year with a community increasingly self-conscious of its
universalist identity and increasingly pressured to protect that identity from internal divisiveness
and external contempt.

The Tablet of Seven Questions: A Theological Synthesis

Key Passages

The beginning of all utterance is the worship of God, and this followeth upon His
recognition. Sanctified must be the eye if it is to truly recognize Him, and sanctified
must be the tongue if it is to befittingly utter His praise. In this day the faces of the
people of insight and understanding are turned in His direction; nay every direction
inclineth itself towards Him. — BH00827

The Faith of God hath in this day been made manifest. He Who is the Lord of the world
is come and hath shown the way. His faith is the faith of benevolence and His religion is
the religion of forbearance. This faith bestoweth eternal life and this religion enableth
mankind to dispense with all else. It verily embraceth all faiths and all religions. Take
hold thereof and guard it well. — BH00827

The fifth question concerneth the Bridge of Sirat, Paradise, and Hell. The Prophets
of God have come in truth and have spoken the truth. Whatsoever the Messenger of
God hath announced hath been and will be made manifest. The world is established
upon the foundations of reward and punishment. Knowledge and understanding have
ever affirmed and will continue to affirm the reality of Paradise and Hell, for reward
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and punishment require their existence. Paradise signifieth first and foremost the good-
pleasure of God. Whosoever attaineth His good-pleasure is reckoned and recorded
among the inhabitants of the most exalted paradise. — BHO00827

Context for Study

The Lawh-i-Haft Pursish is addressed to a Zoroastrian correspondent and engages the specific es-
chatological expectations of that tradition — notably the prophecy of Shah Bahram, the promised
future savior of Zoroastrianism — while simultaneously addressing questions that would be intel-
ligible across Jewish, Christian, Islamic, and philosophical frameworks. Baha'u’llah’s answer to
the question of the direction of worship is characteristic: in a day when the Manifestation Him-
self is present, “every direction inclineth itself towards Him” — a dissolution of the specific ¢ibla
(direction of prayer) that would privilege one spatial orientation over another. This is consistent
with the broader universalism of the second answer: the faith of this Day is not a sectarian plat-
form but “the faith of benevolence and the religion of forbearance,” a formulation that deliberately
transcends the institutional language of any particular tradition. The treatment of Paradise and
Hell is philosophically mature: the eschatological categories are affirmed as real rather than merely
metaphorical, since “reward and punishment require their existence” and “the world is established
upon their foundations” — but the primary meaning of Paradise is identified as “the good-pleasure
of God,” which transforms the eschatological image from a spatial destination into a relational
state. This approach — neither literalism (Paradise as a physical garden) nor dismissive allegorism
(Paradise as merely a this-worldly state of mind) — reflects the hermeneutical sophistication of the
late-period tablets. The answer to the seventh question (on lineage) is notable for directing the cor-
respondent to Abu’l-Fadl-i-Gulpayigani’s researches, acknowledging the legitimacy of genealogical
investigation while indicating that the deeper testimony is in the works themselves.

Questions for Reflection

1. The first answer dissolves the specific direction of prayer into a universal orientation toward
the Manifestation: “every direction inclineth itself towards Him.” How does this relate to the
Islamic g¢ibla, the Jewish practice of praying toward Jerusalem, and the Christian liturgical
orientation toward the east? Is Baha’u’llah abrogating these practices or fulfilling their logic?

2. “His faith is the faith of benevolence and His religion is the religion of forbearance... it verily
embraceth all faiths and all religions.” How does this claim of comprehensiveness relate to
the Baha’i teaching on the distinction between essential truths and historically conditioned
forms? Is a religion that “embraces all faiths” a religion at all in the sociological sense?

3. The answer to the question about Shah Bahram is that “whatsoever hath been announced in
the Books hath been revealed and made clear.” Compare the hermeneutical move of claiming
the fulfillment of another tradition’s messianic expectation with Paul’s interpretation of He-
brew scripture as fulfilled in Christ and with Islamic claims about Muhammad’s foretelling
in the Bible. What is the logic of this kind of cross-traditional fulfillment claim?

4. Paradise is affirmed as real but identified primarily as “the good-pleasure of God.” Compare
this with Dante’s vision of Paradise as the beatific vision, with the Islamic janna as a sensory
garden of delight, and with Maimonides’ spiritualization of afterlife as intellectual perfection.
How does Baha’u’llah navigate between literalism and allegorism?
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5. The seventh question about lineage is answered by directing the correspondent to scholarly
research. What does it say about Baha’u’llah’s understanding of evidence that He treats
genealogical research as legitimate but subsidiary? How does this relate to His own prophetic
claims?

Beauteous Patience: Affliction and Forbearance in the Face of Pub-
lic Contempt

Key Passages

O Afnan! The upheaval in this land has caused the delay in reply. From the earliest
days until now, the Wronged One has been in the hands of enemies. Although the
might, majesty and power of the peoples of the world have not and will never prevent
the penetration of the Most Exalted Word and the power of the Most High Pen, yet
since being wronged has been and is acceptable in the sight of God, therefore He has
been made the target of the transgressions of the oppressors and aggressors. In the
transformation of the prison into the Most Exalted Paradise there are signs for the
discerning and evidences for those of insight. — BHO00918

As We were walking in the land of Ta, suddenly lamentations arose from all directions.
Upon investigation, the wailing of pulpits throughout the cities and regions of that land
was heard, uttering these words: “O my God! The purpose was that through us Thy
mention, Thy praise and the praise of Thy loved ones might be raised. Yet now the
ignorant ones are engaged in cursing and reviling the Intended One. O my God! Deliver
us and protect us from the idolators.” — BHO00918

Not a single pulpit remained in Iran except that upon it God, exalted be His glory,
was reviled, and that was uttered which is forbidden to mention. Had not God’s mercy
preceded, all would have perished. Two things have caused preservation: one, divine
forgiveness, and the other, the deeds of certain souls who claimed to be related to the
Truth. We beseech God to awaken those who slumber and illumine those who are
heedless with the light of wisdom. — BHO00918

Context for Study

BHO00918’s account of reviling from the pulpits is one of the most viscerally specific passages in the
late ‘Akkd writings. The imaginative device is striking: the pulpits themselves are heard lamenting,
crying out that they were created for the praise of God but have been made instruments of cursing
and reviling. This ventriloquism — giving voice to the inanimate objects of sacred architecture
— inverts the ordinary understanding of who speaks and who is spoken about. It is a rhetorical
device with deep roots in the Hebrew prophetic tradition: Isaiah has the mountains and hills
break into song, Habakkuk hears the very stones of plundered walls crying out. The doctrine
that “the transformation of the prison into the Most Exalted Paradise” is itself a sign for the
discerning echoes the entire tradition of the theology of suffering: what appears as the ultimate
humiliation (imprisonment, reviling from pulpits) is simultaneously, for those with penetrating
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sight, the supreme evidence of divine power manifested through endurance. The theological logic
is consistent: divine sovereignty is not demonstrated by the absence of opposition but by the
persistence of creative utterance in the face of it. The two things said to have “caused preservation”
— divine forgiveness and the deeds of certain souls — are deliberately mundane: the first is wholly
divine, the second is the witness of individual human lives. The community is thus situated as a
co-agent with divine mercy in the preservation of what would otherwise be overwhelmed.

Questions for Reflection

1.

The device of the lamenting pulpits — inanimate sacred objects given voice to protest their
own misuse — is a powerful rhetorical figure. Compare with Isaiah’s singing mountains (Isaiah
55:12), Habakkuk’s stones crying out (Habakkuk 2:11), and Jesus’s prediction that “the stones
themselves would cry out” (Luke 19:40). What theological claim does this rhetorical device
make about the nature of creation’s relationship to divine revelation?

. BH00918 declares that Baha’u’llah has been “acceptable” to God as the object of transgres-

sion and oppression. How does this connect with the Christian theology of the cross —
divine power expressed through humiliation — and with the Shi ‘i theology of Imam Husayn’s
suffering at Karbala? What is shared and what is distinctive?

. “Two things have caused preservation: divine forgiveness and the deeds of certain souls.”

What does the pairing of these two causes imply about the relationship between divine action
and human agency in historical preservation? Compare with the Calvinist doctrine of divine
sovereignty and the Catholic emphasis on the cooperation of human free will.

. How should a community understand its own vocation when the dominant public narrative

about it is one of reviling and contempt? What resources does this tablet offer for maintaining
spiritual dignity and integrity in such a context?

. The concept of “beauteous patience” (sabr jamil) appears in this period as the prescribed

response to persecution. Compare with the Stoic concept of apatheia (freedom from distur-
bance by external events), with Christian “longsuffering” (makrothymia), and with Gandhi’s
ahimsa as an active rather than passive response.

The Religion of Forbearance: Faith That Embraces All

Key Passages

O My loved ones! Certain souls love those things that cause change and difference.
Should anyone appear and utter a word from which the fragrance of discord can be
detected, ye must counsel him with perfect steadfastness, with wisdom and utterance,
that perchance he may turn to that which God desireth and be illumined with the light
of unity and concord. O friends! Unity is the cause of the appearance of the lights of
the Most Great Luminary throughout all regions. — BHO1817

This Wronged One hath from the beginning until now been engaged in the exaltation
of the Word of God. He hath summoned all, without distinction, to the Most Exalted
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Horizon, and hath delivered that which hath no likeness in the world. Yet the people of
vain imaginings have not been and are not content. Every day they utter a new word
that saddeth the hearts of the chosen ones. Blessed are those who are not debarred
by the words of these heedless souls. The Most Exalted Pen hath ever counseled the
people of God to that which will cause unity and harmony among the hearts. —
BHO00835

O friends! God declareth: Today is not the day for words. Give ear to the call of
the Incomparable Friend and accept that which causeth mankind to become aware and
bestoweth freedom. The words of all the Messengers of God have been uttered in the
Books of the words of Him Who is the Desire of the world. Reflect. Today the Daystar
of utterance is shining resplendently above the horizon of the heaven of testimony. It
behooveth men to purify their ears from the words of the peoples of the world that they
may discover the words of the Divine Messengers which are evident in these words. —
BH04665

Context for Study

A persistent theme across this volume is the contrast between a faith characterized by “benevolence
and forbearance” and the actual behavior of community members who spread discord, and of oppo-
nents who spread reviling. BH0O1817’s instruction to counsel those who generate discord is practical
and psychologically astute: the counsel is to be offered “with perfect steadfastness, with wisdom
and utterance” rather than with counter-argument or exclusion. The assumption is that those who
love discord can be turned by persuasion if approached with the right quality of presence. BH00835
adds the theological context: the Cause itself has been summoning all, “without distinction,” to
the Most Exalted Horizon — a universalism that makes internal division even more incongruous.
BHO04665’s declaration that “today is not the day for words” might seem paradoxical coming from
a figure whose primary activity was the composition of words. The paradox resolves when one
reads the instruction carefully: it is not a prohibition of speech but a counsel about the quality of
listening. The day’s demand is for ears that have been “purified” from the words of the peoples
of the world, so that the words of the divine Messengers — already present in the tablets — can
be genuinely heard and received. The contrast is between words as a medium of one-upmanship
or disputation and words as the vehicle of a call to which one might genuinely respond. The verb
“give ear” (isma‘) is Qur’anic in resonance: the imperative to hear is the beginning of all revelation.

Questions for Reflection

1. BHO1817 instructs that those who spread discord should be counseled “with perfect steadfast-
ness, with wisdom and utterance” — not excluded or condemned. What does this approach
to internal dissent reveal about Baha’u’llah’s understanding of community authority and the
limits of discipline?

2. “Unity is the cause of the appearance of the lights of the Most Great Luminary throughout
all regions.” Compare this claim about the causal relationship between unity and divine
manifestation with Paul’s account of the Church as one body whose unity makes Christ present
(1 Corinthians 12), with the Buddhist Sangha’s unity as a condition for the preservation of
the Dharma.
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3. “Today is not the day for words.” How does one reconcile this with the fact that this instruction
is itself a word, and that the entire ministry of the period consists of revealed words? What
kind of hearing is being contrasted with what kind of speaking?

k)

4. The faith is described as one of “benevolence and forbearance” that “embraces all faiths.
Does this characterization challenge or complement the prophetic urgency evident elsewhere
in the same volume — the reviling of pulpits, the warning against discord-makers?

5. BHO00835 notes that “the people of vain imaginings” utter “every day a new word that saddeth
the hearts of the chosen ones.” What is the spiritual harm of this daily exposure to words that
sadden and confuse? What disciplines of attention protect the community from this form of
erosion?

Reward, Punishment, and the Order of the World

Key Passages

The world is established upon the foundations of reward and punishment. Knowledge
and understanding have ever affirmed and will continue to affirm the reality of Paradise
and Hell, for reward and punishment require their existence. Paradise signifieth first and
foremost the good-pleasure of God. Whosoever attaineth His good-pleasure is reckoned
and recorded among the inhabitants of the most exalted paradise and will attain, after
the ascension of his soul, that which pen and ink are powerless to describe.— BH00827

Whatsoever the Messenger of God hath announced hath been and will be made manifest.
The Bridge of Sirat, Paradise, and Hellfire — for them that are endued with insight and
have fixed their gaze upon the Most Sublime Vision, all that hath been mentioned and
recorded in the Sacred Scriptures are clear and manifest. At the time of the appearance
and manifestation of the Most Great Resurrection, all the Promised Ones of the world
have become manifest. Each hath appeared in the garment of a different sect, while the
people remained in manifest error. — BHO00827

We answered you before your letter arrived and made mention of My loved ones while
they were still in the loins of their fathers and the wombs of their mothers. With Him is
the knowledge of all things in a Book that speaks openly before the faces of the world.
There is no God but Him, the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. —
BH04635

Context for Study

The fifth question in the Lawh-i-Haft Pursish provides the most direct treatment of traditional Is-
lamic eschatological categories in the late writings. The Bridge of Sirat (the razor-thin bridge over
Hell that the faithful must cross at the resurrection), the Balance (on which deeds are weighed),
Paradise, and Hell are all affirmed as real — but “real” here means something specific: the world’s
moral order requires them. This is a fundamentally Kantian type of argument, though arrived
at through a different route: the moral order of the universe postulates the existence of ultimate
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accountability; reward and punishment are therefore structural necessities of any coherent moral
cosmos, not merely optional metaphysical add-ons. The identification of the “most great Resur-
rection” with the appearance of each Manifestation transforms what was expected as a singular
cosmic event into a recurring structure of sacred history: each appearance is a resurrection, and
the “Promised Ones” of all traditions have each appeared in the garment of a specific tradition.
The declaration from BH04635 — “We answered you before your letter arrived and made mention
of My loved ones while they were still in the loins of their fathers” — is a claim about divine
foreknowledge that situates each believer within a pre-eternal relationship with the Manifestation.
The pastoral implication is significant: recognition is not merely an act of intellectual assent in the
present; it is the fulfillment of a covenant that predates the individual’s birth.

Questions for Reflection

1. The reality of Paradise and Hell is grounded in the claim that “the world is established upon
the foundations of reward and punishment.” Compare this moral argument for eschatological
categories with Kant’s postulate of immortality and God as required by the moral law (in
the Critique of Practical Reason), with the Qur’anic affirmation of the resurrection as God’s
justice requiring a Day of Reckoning, and with the Hebrew prophets’ confidence in divine
justice ultimately prevailing.

2. “Paradise signifieth first and foremost the good-pleasure of God.” How does this primary
definition reshape the meaning of the afterlife categories? What is preserved and what is
transformed when Paradise is understood primarily as a relational state rather than a spatial
destination?

3. “At the time of the Most Great Resurrection, all the Promised Ones of the world have become
manifest. Each hath appeared in the garment of a different sect.” What is the theological
claim embedded in this plural fulfillment? How does it relate to the teaching on the unity of
religions?

4. “We answered you before your letter arrived and made mention of My loved ones while they
were still in the loins of their fathers” What does this claim about divine foreknowledge
imply about the nature of individual spiritual identity? Compare with the Sufi concept of
pre-eternal covenant and with Jeremiah’s call (Jeremiah 1:5): “Before I formed you in the
womb I knew you.”

5. How does the specific context of a Zoroastrian correspondent shape the theological content of
the Lawh-i-Haft Pursish? Is this a form of contextual theology, and if so, what does it imply
about the relationship between the universal and the particular in Baha'u’llah’s revelation?

Appointed Teachers and the Instruction of the Community

Key Passages

Praise, glory, gratitude and honor befit the Lord of the Kingdom of Names, Who through
His grace and bounty brought the world from nothingness into being, adorned it with
the ornament of existence, and bestowed the gift of knowledge that all might attain
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to His recognition, which was the purpose of creation. Whosoever has attained to this
station is adorned with such deeds and character as conduce to the reformation of the
world and the tranquility of nations. — BHO00103

Blessed art thou for having drawn near and attained recognition. Thou didst arrive,
thou didst see, thou didst hear the Call, thou didst behold the horizon, and thou didst
acknowledge that which the Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken. Blessed art thou and
blessed are My friends who have not broken My covenant and My testament, who have
drawn nigh and have drunk the choice wine of revelation. We have remembered them
before and remember them now that this remembrance may attract them to the Greater
Steadfastness, lest their feet slip from the Path of God, the Lord of all worlds. —
BHO00998

Trustworthiness, chastity, faithfulness, and goodly deeds — these are the distinguishing
marks of the people of Baha in this Day. Blessed are they who adorn themselves
therewith and arise with pure hearts and illumined faces to serve God and exalt His
Cause. Verily He doth not suffer to be lost the reward of them that do good. —
BHO03754

Context for Study

The pastoral management of the community in volume 84 involves both direct exhortation and
more structural instructions. BHO00835 includes a significant directive: believers should appoint
teachers from among themselves for local instruction — a move that anticipates the later institutions
of Baha’i administration while keeping the appointment organic to the community rather than
imposed from outside. The repeated coupling of recognition with steadfastness — “lest their feet
slip from the Path” — reflects the specific danger of this period: not that the community will reject
the Cause outright but that it will be eroded by the accumulation of doubts, distractions, and the
words of those who generate discord. The list of virtues in BH03754 — trustworthiness, chastity,
faithfulness, goodly deeds — represents the operational definition of “the people of Baha” for this
period: not those who profess a theological formula but those who embody a specific moral profile.
The image in BH0O0103 of recognition leading naturally to “deeds and character that conduce to the
reformation of the world and the tranquility of nations” establishes the same trajectory: genuine
recognition of God produces, without any forced transition, an orientation toward social good. The
moral and the spiritual are not two separate domains requiring reconciliation but a single continuum
from inner recognition outward to social effect.

Questions for Reflection

1. BH00835 instructs the community to appoint teachers from among themselves. How does
this instruction relate to the later development of Baha’i administrative institutions, and how
does it compare with the appointment of elders in the early Christian communities (Acts
14:23; Titus 1:5) and with the selection of teachers in the Islamic tradition?

2. “Blessed art thou and blessed are My friends who have not broken My covenant and My
testament.” The Covenant — the divine arrangement ensuring continuity of guidance — is
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invoked repeatedly in this volume. What is the specific content of this covenant in the 1887—
88 context, and how does it connect to the administrative developments taking shape in these
years?

3. “Lest their feet slip from the Path of God.” What kinds of slippage does the volume most
fear? Are these primarily doctrinal failures, moral failures, or failures of communal solidarity?
How do they differ from one another?

4. The four virtues of the people of Baha — trustworthiness, chastity, faithfulness, goodly deeds
— constitute a moral profile. Compare with the cardinal virtues of the classical tradition
(prudence, justice, fortitude, temperance), with the Islamic akhlaq literature, and with the
Confucian five constants. What is distinctive about this particular combination?

5. How does the instruction to advance the Cause through “pure deeds and goodly character”
rather than disputation relate to the doctrine of the independent investigation of truth? Can
character serve as evidence in the way that argument does?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

The first volume of 1305 A.H. opens a new year in Baha’u’llah’s late ministry with a remarkable
conjunction: the most systematically universal statement of the Cause’s theological scope (the
Lawh-i-Haft Pursish, with its declaration of a faith that “embraces all faiths”), paired with the
most viscerally particular account of public contempt (the lamenting pulpits of Iran). Between
these poles the community is called to trustworthiness, steadfastness, unity, and the kind of hearing
that genuine forbearance makes possible. The Covenant — evoked repeatedly in this volume as
the guarantee against slippage — is both the doctrinal basis for the community’s resilience and the
source of the specific obligations whose fulfillment distinguishes those who are truly of the people
of Baha from those who merely claim the name.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: How does a community that
embodies a faith of “benevolence and forbearance” — one that embraces all faiths —
maintain the specific moral discipline, doctrinal clarity, and communal loyalty that dis-
tinguish genuine membership in the Covenant from mere profession, especially when
public contempt and internal discord are pressing simultaneously from without and
within?
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