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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 86

This volume is marked by a striking combination of polemic, moral exhortation, and constructive
social vision. Again and again, Baha’u’llah returns to the problem of spiritual misrecognition: hu-
manity, and especially the people of the Bayan, cling to “names,” inherited loyalties, and sectarian
habits while failing to recognize the divine reality now manifest before them. That theme runs
through such tablets as BH02425, BH05599, BH05887, BH02065, BH04282, and BH04456, all of
which contrast the evident truth of revelation with the dead weight of imitation, clerical mediation,
and partisan fantasy. Several of these texts are particularly sharp in their treatment of contempo-
rary Babi opponents, especially Hadi Dawlatabadi and related circles, and they show how, in this
late ‘Akka period, Baha’u’llah continued to interpret resistance to his claim through the recurring
historical pattern by which former communities reject the very figure they had professed to await.
Yet the volume is not dominated by denunciation alone: alongside these warnings stands a repeated
insistence that the true purpose of the Cause is “the betterment of the world and the salvation of
nations,” a phrase that gives the collection much of its coherence.

The centerpiece is BH0O0308, the Tarazat, with its outline of a future Baha’i social ethic. Its six
“ornaments” move from inward discernment to public order: self-knowledge joined to the acquisi-
tion of a useful craft or profession; fellowship with the followers of all religions; good character;
trustworthiness; respect for the station of craftsmen and a broad principle of equity; and, finally,
the importance of knowledge together with just and responsible speech, including fairness in the
reporting of newspapers. In this tablet Baha'u’llah’s universalism takes concrete form, for the ref-
ormation of the world is tied not only to spiritual recognition but to habits, institutions, and forms
of social intercourse that can sustain civilization. The same horizon appears elsewhere in the vol-
ume in complementary ways: BH08170 opposes the visible armies of kings to the divine “hosts” of
goodly deeds and praiseworthy character; BH04169 and BH04347 frame revelation in openly world-
embracing terms; and BH11875 couples missionary steadfastness with counsel to justice, fairness,
trustworthiness, and wise association.

A number of other items deserve notice for the light they shed on this period. BH06517 is espe-
cially rich: part devotional address, part apologetic meditation on the Bab’s prophecies concerning

” it is one of the more evocative late texts in the volume and links justice, fairness,

“the year Nine,
and recognition of “Him Whom God shall make manifest” in a highly compressed but powerful
way. BHO00673 is notable for its affectionate treatment of the Afnan, its diagnosis of the moral
causes of decline in Islamic lands, and its favorable remarks on modernization in Egypt—an im-
portant reminder that Baha'u’llah’s late social thought could engage contemporary civilizational
developments without surrendering its religious center. Around these stand many shorter tablets of
encouragement, prayer, and counsel-—such as BH01119, with its grief over internal misconduct and
its call to chastity, faithfulness, and reformative speech—which, though often occasional in form,

reinforce the volume’s dominant impression: a community being trained away from sectarianism

vii



and selfhood toward truthfulness, justice, useful labor, and a universal order grounded in spiritual
recognition.
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BHO02425

To: Haji Mulla Muhammad Kazim
Nasrabadi, in Shiraz
Date: 1305-09 [1888-May]
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He is the Hearer, the Answerer

O Kazim! Upon thee be the Glory of God! Despite the call of
the Divine Lote-Tree and the raising of the cry between earth
and heaven and the shining forth of the rays of the Sun of Man-
ifestation from all directions, the people of the earth remain
heedless and unaware. Eyes are veiled, ears deprived, for most
are observed to be worshippers of names, cleaving to them
while remaining bereft of God, glorified be His majesty. The
former people for years were worshippers of names and idols,
unknowingly. The people of the Bayan are also afHlicted with
this malady, save whom God willeth. Although the people of
the Bayan have heard and continue to hear the cursing, rejec-
tion and condemnation of the former people openly declared
from pulpits without any concealment or veil, yet they are oc-
cupied in establishing such a people themselves. By God’s life!
Were the station of true unity to be mentioned, all would be
struck unconscious, save a few. Verily thy Lord is the Con-
cealer, the All-Patient, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

O Kazim! Some time ago the Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet
was revealed and sent especially for thee. We beseech God in
all conditions that He may aid thee in that which will cause
the exaltation of His Word, that perchance the dead may at-
tain unto new life through the breezes of the revelation of the
Desired One of all worlds, may emerge from the graves of heed-
lessness and become aware. Each of the souls mentioned in
thy letter attained to that which hath no equal. Convey to
the friends the greetings of the Wronged One and give them
glad-tidings. We beseech God that He may aid all to that
which is conducive to the remembrance of the peoples and the
reformation of the world. Verily He is powerful over all things.

Say: My God, my God! Have mercy upon Thy servants
through Thy mercy which hath preceded existence both seen
and unseen, and deliver them through Thy might and power.
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Then preserve them through the hosts of revelation and
inspiration. O Lord! Illumine their hearts with the light of
Thy knowledge, then make them of those whom Thou hast
mentioned in Thy Scriptures, Books and Tablets, that there
may be impressed upon their hearts the sign “Verily we are
God’s, the One, the Single, the Powerful, the Mighty.”

O Kazim! Upon thee be My glory! Beseech God that He may
free hearts from all else save Him, in such wise that names may
not veil them nor ancient tales deprive them. Glory be to God!
Throughout ages and centuries they clung to names - consider
what was and what became its fruit. We beseech God to make
known to them what is intended in His days and to ordain for
them the good of the hereafter and of the former time. Verily
He is the All-Bountiful, the Generous.

; The Glory shining and manifest from the horizon of the heaven

of My mercy be upon thee and upon those who are with thee
and who hearken to thy word concerning this firm, this mani-
fest Cause.
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BHO03133
To: Muhammad Karim Attar, in Tihran
Date: 1305-09 [1888-May]
Unto Him belongs the sovereignty of earth and heaven! < S S

This is a Book sent down by the Lord of Might while He was
seated upon the throne of utterance in days wherein the Herald
proclaimed: “The Kingdom belongs to God, the Almighty, the
Self-Subsisting!” The Balance has been set up and the Path
calls out: “The Truth has come, the Knower of things unseen!”
Blessed is the soul that has shattered the idols of desire and
believed in God, the Lord of this praiseworthy station.

O Muhammad! Hear the call from the direction of grandeur
- verily He remembers you with that which draws you near
and calls you to that which uplifts you. He is the One with
power over whatsoever He willeth through His word “Be!” and
it is. The door of grace has been opened to all who are on
earth and in heaven, as testified by Him Who possesses the
secrets of what was and what shall be. We bear witness that
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you departed from your homeland, turning toward the Most
Exalted Homeland, the station wherein speaks the Supreme
Pen, until you arrived and attained His presence and heard
the call of the Wronged One. Give thanks to your Lord, for
He has aided you to turn toward Him, to attain His presence,
and to hearken to His sweetest call by which the people of the
graves have arisen. Remind My servants on My behalf and
give them the glad tidings of My loving-kindness. We counsel
all to uprightness, religiosity and that whereby the Cause of
God, the Lord of the seen and unseen, may be exalted.

O Karim! We have remembered your father and mother before,
and adorned them with the ornament of forgiveness. Verily
your Lord is the Mighty, the Kind, the Forgiving. And We
remember those in your household and give them the glad tid-
ings of My mercy which has preceded existence itself. Say: O
people of God! Beware lest names keep you back from their
Creator. Cast them behind you, turning with your hearts to
God, the Mighty, the Loving. The croaking of hypocrisy has
risen in all directions - this is what We foretold you before and
in this inscribed Tablet.

O Karim! Hear the call of your Lord, the Merciful. He left
one place and shone forth from the horizon of another place,
and drank tea. Then He revealed for you that from which the
sincere perceive the fragrance of loving-kindness and favors,
and those near to God inhale the fragrance of the garment of
their Lord, the Almighty, the Self-Subsisting.

i The glory from Us be upon you and upon those who have

cast behind them the idle fancies of men, turning to God, the
Mighty, the Great. And praise be to God, the Lord of all
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BHO05599

To: Mirza Ali Servant of Khadijih Bagum, in Fars

Date: 1305-09 [1888-May]

In the Name of the one God! & sl ('\*.

O ‘Ali! The names of the servants have been prevented from
their Owner and Creator. In the pool of names they have
drowned. Glory be to God! The Most Great Ocean surges
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before all faces, and the Purpose of the world is manifest and
evident from the horizon of the Most Great Name. Neverthe-
less, they remain deprived and forbidden.

In past ages and centuries they prided themselves before all
parties and peoples in the name of successorship and guardian-
ship and the like. Yet on the Day of Retribution, they martyred
the Truth through Whose word a thousand guardians and suc-
cessors could be created. And now some among the people of
the Bayan cling to those same names and hold fast to those
same things.

By the life of God! Had the Supreme Pen turned to the peoples
of the world as it did to the people of Iran, most assuredly the
majority would have entered the Most Great Ocean. Even
as in this land some entered before any teaching, while upon
Iran the verses rained down and were sent forth like the rain.
Nevertheless, they are seen as dead, save whom God wills, the
Lord of all worlds.

5 We beseech God to make thee possessor of a sanctified heart,
that thou mayest be a treasury for the brilliant pearl of unity.
The Command is in God’s hand - He doeth what He willeth
and ordaineth what He pleaseth.
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To: Buzurg Dhakir, in Shiraz
Date: 1305-09 [1888-May]

He is the One Who gazeth from His Most Exalted Horizon.

The Mother Book in the Kingdom of Utterance maketh men-
tion of the friends of God, that the mention and the utterance
may draw them to the Heaven of Knowledge. O Buzurg! From
the beginning of days until now We have made mention of
the loved ones of every land with such mention as the ears of
the world have never heard the like thereof. The purpose was
that the rancor and hatred of the people of the world might be
transformed into love and fellowship. Most rejected it, cast the
counsel of God behind their backs, clinging to the idle fancies
and vain imaginings they possessed. That which befell thee
hath been mentioned before the Face, and thy deed hath been
adorned with the ornament of acceptance. Say:
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Praise be unto Thee, O Thou Who art the Goal of the world
and the Lord of the nations, for having made known unto me
Thy straight path and enabled me to acknowledge Thee on
a day when most of the servants denied Thee, and made me
turn toward Thee when the people of the lands turned away.
I beseech Thee, O Thou King of existence and Lord of the
seen and the unseen, to assist me to serve Thy Cause amidst
Thy creatures and to make me ever gaze toward Thee in all
conditions. Thou art, verily, the All-Powerful, the Mighty, the
Most Generous. O my Lord! Thou seest the poor one turning
toward the horizon of Thy riches. I beseech Thee not to dis-
appoint him of that which Thou hast ordained for Thy near
servants. Thou art, verily, the All-Powerful, the All-Knowing,
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BHO05887
To: Mirza Muhammad Darakhshi, in Shiraz
Date: 1305-09 [1888-May]

He is the One Warbling upon the Branches olaz I Je ;:;l\ 5

This is a Book sent down in truth and it speaketh before all
faces: Verily I am the Wronged One, the Stranger. I have
stood before the faces of the world and summoned all unto the
All-Knowing Single One. Among them were those who denied,
those who turned away, those who pronounced sentence to shed
My radiant blood, and those who uttered that which caused
the Concourse on High and the denizens of this exalted station
to lament.

O Muhammad, justice is lost and equity non-existent. This
Wronged One, without veil or covering, summoned all par-
ties to the truth in days when hearts and limbs trembled and
quaked from fear of pharaohs and tyrants. When the Cause
became somewhat manifest, the deniers of the Bayan emerged
from behind the veil and rose up against the Lord of all be-
ings, perpetrating that which no party among all parties had
ever perpetrated. Ask thou of God that He may preserve thine
own party, that perchance they may remain protected from the
vain imaginings and idle fancies of the former party, namely
the Shi’ih, and may attain unto the lights of true unity. The
glory from Us be upon thee and upon whosoever hath heard
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BHO08617

To: Shams-i-Jahan Attar
Date: 1305-09 [1888-May]

He is manifest from His most exalted horizon dc&}f\ asl - jalﬁ.!\ P
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Thee and strengthen me to act according to what Thou hast
revealed in Thy Book. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.”
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BH10662

To: Aqa Muhammad Karim ’Attar, in Tihran
Date: 1305-09 [1888-May/

He is God, exalted be His station, the All-Wise, the All-
Eloquent

This is a Book from Us to those who are on earth, that it may
draw them unto God, the All-Protecting, the Self-Subsisting.
Say: O people of the earth, hearken unto the divine call on
this luminous Day, and meditate upon His Cause, and with
the ear of your innate nature hear that which hath been sent
down from the heaven of His Will, that haply ye may attain
unto your goal and be blessed with His presence. These are
the pearls of utterance which have been sent down from the
treasury of the Pen of the All-Merciful. Blessed are they that
attain thereunto.
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To: Muhammad Karim Attar, in Tihran
Date: 1305-09 [1888-May]

He is God, exalted be His glory. Wisdom and utterance.

Say: O oppressed servants throughout all regions! On the

Day of Reckoning He summons all unto the Lord of Creation.

The purpose is that those possessed of sight and hearing may
with justice and fairness hearken unto the divine verses and
reflect upon that which hath been made manifest. This is the
divine counsel. Blessed are they who hold fast unto it and act
according to that which hath been sent down in the Book.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

O 5 ARl wls Lo A

E ol pa 5o GBI pillas sle ol K
S spaie Alojie Oes slzl K,
Ul Clal y Jaw 0131 5 Lla) Olels
wle Kooas als agl ,s 5 wies |, Al
O Soshs 61131 b (b oy S
Npt oo ORI G JF ey ale K2
Orl15716.076.01,

HDQI.109

INBA18:333, BLIB


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v018/?page=167
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/HI/hi-114.html

V]

Vol. 86: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part III

BHO01119

BH11856

To: Haji Ali Akbar Ahmaduf (son of Haji Ahmad Milani), in Tiflis

Date: 1305-09-01 [1888-May-12]

...We beseech God to assist His people that they may observe
the most great and exalted Fast, which is to protect one’s eye
from beholding whatever is forbidden and to withhold one’s self
from food, drink and whatever is not of Him. We pray God to
confirm His loved ones that they may succeed in accomplishing
that which they have been commanded in this Day....

BRL_IOPF#1.12x

BHO01119

To: Ustad Ali Akbar Banna Yazdi et al.
Date: 1305-09-11 [1888-May-22]

He is the One Who gazeth from His Most Exalted Horizon

O ‘Ali-Qabli-Akbar! Upon thee be My glory! This Day is the
Day of God, and all the perceptions of the world and its peo-
ples, and the wisdom and schemes of the people of knowledge
and insight must needs be referred back to His Truth and His
Cause. That is, all must observe that which leadeth to the ex-
altation of the Word and the upliftment of souls. From certain
lands, lamentations and moaning have been raised, for some
souls attribute themselves to the Truth yet commit that which
causeth the Supreme Pen to wail.

Glory be to God! Heedlessness hath so encompassed some
that they occupy themselves at all times with the desires of
self. Some have gone from this land to Kurdistan and have
uttered that from which the Book of God is sanctified and
remote, and have committed that which causeth the very eye
of justice to weep. Likewise in the lands of Ha and Mim. Warn
the people of God not to place their trust in every soul, nor
to believe every speaker. If one beareth a Book but acteth
contrary to the divine commandments, they should shun him.
The loved ones of the Lord of all creation are distinguished
from the worshippers of self and passion. We beseech God to
enable all to attain unto that which beseemeth His Day.
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Today all must hold fast unto the fear of God and act with
righteousness. Thou art witness, and God doth testify, that
in the divine Tablets all are commanded to sanctification, de-
tachment, goodly deeds, and praiseworthy character. Never-
theless, some have shown no mercy to themselves or to the
Cause of God, and are consumed by the fire of self and pas-
sion. The Wronged One uttereth speech at a time when His
heart, His Pen, and His limbs lament, and at His weeping do
weep the company of them that are nigh, the sincere ones, and
the dwellers of the Most Exalted Paradise and the Supreme
Heaven.

5 These are words I uttered aforetime: My affliction is not My

imprisonment and what hath befallen Me at the hands of Mine
enemies, but rather those who claim relationship with Me yet
perpetrate what causeth Satan himself to flee, let alone man.
Such utterances have repeatedly been revealed from the Pen
of the Most Merciful.

O ‘Ali-Qabli-Akbar! The servant who is present hath arrived
and presented before the face of the Wronged One the letter
thou didst write to him, and this Most Holy, Most Exalted
Tablet hath been sent down from the heaven of Will that thy
heart might rejoice thereby. Praise be to God, thou dost speak
in remembrance and praise and art confirmed in service. This
is a great bounty. We beseech God to aid thee every day, nay
every hour, nay every moment. Verily He is the Almighty, the
Powerful. Convey greetings to all the loved ones in that land
on behalf of the Wronged One, and counsel them to trustwor-
thiness, faithfulness, chastity, and that whereby the Cause of
God is exalted. The petitions of some have attained the Most
Holy Court and answers have been revealed. Let them convey
them that hearts and minds may be attracted by the utterance
of God, the Lord of the seen and unseen.

Thou didst mention Lutfu’llah, upon him be the Glory of God.
We made mention of him before, and at this time with a men-
tion whereby the hearts of them that are nigh have been at-
tracted. Today the Sun calleth out saying: “Blessed is he that
sitteth, yet hath arisen to serve the Cause, and he that is silent,
yet hath spoken in praise of God, and he that is still, yet hath
been stirred by the breezes of revelation, and the heart that
hath turned unto God, the Lord of the worlds.” At every mo-
ment all things speak My praise and utter My glorification.
Today the Mount is transported with joy, for it hath attained
the presence of its Interlocutor. Blessed are they who, for the
sake of God, occupy themselves with wisdom and utterance
in the reformation of heedless souls. O ‘Ali-Akbar! Behold,
then call to mind when thou wert present before My face and
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didst hear My call. This is that call which the Daysprings of
His Cause and the Fountainheads of His decree in ages and
centuries past besought from the Self-Subsisting Lord to hear.
Thou hast attained thereunto and wert present before His coun-
tenance. Rejoice thou and be of those who render thanks.

Thou didst make mention of His Honour ‘Ali- Asghar, upon him
be My glory. Give him the glad-tidings from Me and remind
him of My verses, then send unto him that which was sent
unto thee from the presence of One Who is the All-Knowing
Expositor. O Asghar! Thy name was present at the Most
Great Scene and thy mention descended from the Supreme
Pen. Say: Praise be unto Thee, O Thou in Whose grasp is
the dominion of all things, and glory be unto Thee, O Thou
through the movement of Whose Pen all created things were
set in motion. I beseech Thee by the pearls of the ocean of Thy
wisdom and utterance, and by the mysteries of Thy Book, to
make me adorned with righteousness and piety, and crowned
with supreme steadfastness. Verily, Thou art the Omnipotent
over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other God but
Thee, the Almighty, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.

O Rida! He who loved Me made mention of thee. We have re-
membered thee with a beauteous remembrance. Hearken unto
the Call from the Divine Lote-Tree: Verily, there is none other
God but Him, the Peerless, the All-Informed. He heareth the
call and remembereth whom He willeth. He is verily the Om-
nipotent, the Almighty. Say: Praise be unto Thee for having
remembered me and sent down unto me that which the trea-
suries of the seen and unseen cannot equal.

O Isma’ill That station for which pure spirits and holy souls
sacrificed themselves with utmost detachment hath been sul-
lied by some with the clay of idle fancies. Beseech thou the
True One that He may aid His people to purification, sancti-
fication and truthfulness. The confections of heedlessness and
pride have captivated their desires. We beseech God that He
may not withhold from them the waves of the ocean of His
mercy and forgiveness, that they may perchance become aware
and act as beseemeth them. Convey My greetings to all the
loved ones in that land and set them ablaze with the fire of the
Word. Verily thy Lord is the Commander, the Almighty.
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To: Nabil Qabl-i-Bagir, in Tabriz
Date: 1305-09-11 [1888-May-22]

He is the One Who standeth forth through grace, and speaketh
through justice.

O thou who gazest upon the Countenance! The pen is bewil-
dered what to record. Vain imaginings and idle fancies have so
taken hold of the hearts and minds of the heedless that their
elimination has become most difficult. The Qaim appeared,
yet those who awaited Him and who considered themselves
the most God-fearing and learned among all peoples commit-
ted that which caused the Eye of Grandeur to weep. And the
people of the Bayan, who witnessed with their own eyes and
heard with their own ears the deeds of the former people, now
walk in the footsteps of that oppressive group and cling to the
same names.

Hadi Dawlatabadi is occupied with leading the poor people
astray. He is among those who have contrived a Holy Land
and a Jabulga and Jabulsa. A whole world of idle fancies and
a realm of vain imaginings hath newly appeared. Pray that
God, exalted be His glory, may protect His servants.

They say the Bayan has been corrupted. The Book of Certi-
tude, which was revealed in the presence of the maternal uncle
in answer to his questions and which mentions the exile of
this Wronged One, they have nevertheless attributed to the
dayspring of idle fancies. In such circumstances, what can the
pen write and what can the tongue utter?

That which hath been sent down from the Dayspring of God’s
Will is as manifest as the sun and is distinct from all else. No
person of insight hath been nor will be confused by it. Beseech
God to assist His loved ones to preserve souls, that they may
not be afflicted with idle fancies as were the former people.

; By God’s life! The pen and paper are bewildered. That hon-

ored one beareth witness that from the beginning of the Cause
until now, this Wronged One hath caused verses to rain down
like copious rain from the heaven of grace, and hath acted be-
yond the power and might of all the peoples of the world. No
barrier prevented it, no thing became an obstacle. We sum-
moned all with the most exalted call to the highest horizon.
Most rejected the counsel of the trusted Counselor. They cast
the advice of God behind their backs, clinging to their vain
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imaginings and idle fancies. The people have turned away,
the government is heedless, and the ignorant ones of the earth
have found opportunity and committed that which no group
had ever committed.

Some time ago, sublime and wondrous Tablets and sacred and
prevailing verses were sent in the name of Varga, upon him
be My glory and loving-kindness. By God’s life! Every letter
thereof proclaimeth: “The gate of heaven hath been opened,
and He Who was hidden in knowledge and concealed from sight
hath come.”

Convey My greetings to each and every one of the loved ones
in that land. Give them all glad tidings and make them joy-
ous through God’s grace. Say: O people of God! Occupy
yourselves with the remembrance and praise of God and the
victory of His Cause. Whatever befalleth Us, We are con-
tent and thankful. We beseech God to assist His loved ones
to achieve the Greater Steadfastness and to accomplish that
which He loveth and desireth. Verily He is the Almighty, the
All-Compelling, the Mighty, the All-Wise.

The glory from Us be upon you and upon those who have
hearkened and have said: “Praise be unto Thee, O Thou the
Goal of the mystics!”
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To: Jinab-i-Hajj Muhammad Rida, in Ishqabad
Date: 1305-09-11 [1888-May-22]

He is the One manifest from His Most Glorious Horizon!

The Book has been revealed, verses are witnessed, and divine
commandments and laws are present before all faces. At all
times the Pen of the Most Merciful declares: “Fear God, O
peoples of the earth! Be not of the wrongdoers, and deny
not Him Whose sovereignty, power, grandeur and authority ye
acknowledged throughout the ages and centuries. Turn ye unto
God, your Lord, and be not of those who turn away.”

Your letter arrived and was honored to be heard in the presence
of the Wronged One. Verily he was one who recognized God
and His verses, and acknowledged the oneness of His Essence
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and attributes. Blessed art thou and blessed is he who made
thee recognize the Straight Path of God and His Great An-
nouncement.

In these days the Sun of Justice is veiled behind clouds of op-
pression, while the Wronged One calls out from the horizon of
tribulation and commands all to that which is befitting. Con-
vey My greetings to the people of God. We beseech God to
assist them with the hosts of wisdom and utterance, to aid
them in that which He loves and is pleased with, and to enable
them to draw nigh unto Him. Verily He is the Mighty, the
All-Bountiful.

Regarding what thou didst mention about His Honor the Nazir,
upon him be My Glory, and Muhammad-Aqga - what occurred
was without consent. In truth they acted without the knowl-
edge of His Honor the Nagzir in a manner contrary to the divine
Books, Scriptures and Tablets. Today relationships are cut off
and the relationship with God is beloved and present. Praise
be to God that His Honor the Nazir, upon him be My Glory,
has attained unto this, and whatever occurred without his per-
mission - its harm returns to the heedless souls who committed
it.

The effulgences of the Sun of Divine Laws shall encompass the
world. The day is bright, adorned with the lights of the Sun of
Truth. Neither beautiful nor ugly deeds remain concealed. We
beseech God to assist His loved ones to acquire eternal ranks
in this transient realm. Verily He is the Hearer, the Answerer.

In all cases the mercy of God has encompassed and preceded all.
Should He wish, He will forgive them both, for He is the For-
giving, the Merciful. In these days the covenant of the Kurds
has returned and a new governor has come. The Command
is in God’s hands, the Lord of all worlds. He doeth what He
willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth. He is the Mighty, the
Praised One.

We make mention of the loved ones in that land and counsel
them to purity and holiness. The Glory from Us be upon
thee and upon them, and the mercy of God and His grace and
bounty. Verily He is the All-Bountiful, the Mighty, the Great.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

&?&;&q}&@;w\S@ﬁ
@w\&,ﬁu\&w\ﬂ

(‘}‘Eﬁ;)wéﬁrt‘é%dxj;fg‘d‘
APy By e 13 ) )
Olcs S5 pas 13511 ail o le e
5 0L A sie el O b
“&ﬁ—éz;sh.;;éb&ﬁ«g}.

LA il o &l all o

ST Gl ade b Ol 55,0 &
@L\éo:jhb)fyoﬂé\)@\tg.\)f
Iy el Wlossé & bl Ol ﬁ}Uﬁ\ NTENS
Saplesn A s 5 S Ll §
d STy O “‘MJ@MW
we\%\,.\ubul{dlﬁw}bgu&\
ale sy S o gl olal 031 ¢

ol ke

A Bl 1 Lo A W1 )5 B2
Chi OBl 5k § an cal 5y) 5,
Sl £y Mju D byl g S quf
b oale p Aol 1y 5 Oliwys @.LE,A g
sl el ol S B A 2 U o

ey cu\}a

W)osjf&la\}w)dl,ﬁ);

.u,\(\ odel dydo fl, \) ;f .\@,C«(-U
PETA P L e o ol o) &
L) Al g

AT g 4 ﬁwﬁ Ly o2l of sl
JW}&*‘UJJ"@‘@@WJ
ol JLadl s &l A, e, A aa,

f:B;J\

BLIB_Or15712.321

13

8



V]

Vol. 86: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part III

BH03237

BHO03237

To: Bibi Rawhant, in Bushruyih
Date: 1305-09-11 [1888-May-22]

He is the Hearer and the Answerer.

God beareth witness that there is none other God but Him,
and He Who hath come with the truth verily standeth in His
place in every world of His worlds. Whoso acknowledgeth Him
hath acknowledged God and His signs, and whoso turneth away
is accounted among the idolaters in God’s Book, the Lord of
all worlds.

O Ruhani! There hath come before the Wronged One that
which God cast upon thy heart concerning the proving of His
Cause, the exaltation of His remembrance, and the revealing
of that which was hidden from the Supreme Pen in His Books
and Scriptures and His Manifest Tablet. Rejoice in that God
hath testified for thee that He aided thee in the early days and
made thee know His straight path, and hath sent down for thee
that which cannot be equalled by all the remembrances of the
world nor by whatsoever the kings and rulers possess.

Blessed be thy tongue for having spoken the truth and thy pen
for having flowed with that which, in this Cause, hath brought
joy to the hearts of them that are nigh unto God. The servant
in attendance before Us hath offered it up, and We have found
from it the fragrance of thy praise and recognition of this Great
Announcement, whereby the limbs of all names have trembled
and the backs of the idolaters have been broken. We have
sent thee in these days that which testifieth before the faces
of the world that there is no God but Me, the Single, the All-
Informed.

Give thou the glad-tidings from Me to My handmaidens and
the leaves of the Tree of My loving-kindness, and remind them
of My verses, and illumine their hearts with the Light of ut-
terance which hath shone forth from the horizon of the Tablet
through the bounty of thy Lord, the All-Merciful, the Compas-
sionate.

When the breezes of My verses stir thee, say: My God, my
God! Thy presence is my hope and meeting with Thee my
desire, and serving Thee the yearning of my heart, and laboring
in Thy path my wish and my joy and my delight. I beseech
Thee by the Word wherewith Thou hast adorned Thy Books
and Scriptures to ordain for me the reward of those who have
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soared in the atmosphere of Thy nearness and given up their
spirits in Thy path. Then ordain for me, O my God, what
Thou hast ordained for Thy handmaidens who circle round Thy
Most Great Throne and Thy Exalted Seat. The glory from
Us be upon thee and upon those with thee and upon those
who believed when the Desired One came with a wondrous
command.
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To: Muhammad known as Aqa Buzurg Shirazi
Date: 1305-09-11 [1888-May-22]

In My Name, that standeth before all men

A Book which the Wronged One hath sent down to him who
hath turned towards God, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting,
that the Call might draw him to the supreme heights and the
hand of bounty might give him to drink of the Kawthar of
eternity. He, verily, is the Single, the One, the Mighty, the
Loving. He giveth what He pleaseth to whom He pleaseth and
withholdeth from whom He willeth. He, verily, is God, the
Possessor of the Promised Day.

Thy letter was presented and the servant who was present be-
fore the Countenance laid it before Us. We have answered
thee with this irrevocable Tablet which speaketh amongst the
world that there is none other God but He, the Possessor of
the Unseen and the Seen. Grieve not over anything. Place
thy trust in God in all matters. Beware lest the events of the
world sadden thee. Hold fast to the cord of thy Lord’s loving-
kindness, the Possessor of existence. Soon will the world and
all that thou seest today pass away, and there shall remain for
thee what hath been ordained in the Tablet of God, thy Lord,
Who speaketh from His praiseworthy station. Despair not of
the Spirit of God and His mercy. He hath ordained for every
one who turneth unto Him that which shall profit him in every
world of His worlds. He, verily, is the Truth, the Knower of
the unseen.

When thou hast attained unto My Tablet and heard the yearn-
ing of My heart, say: My God, my God! Praise be unto Thee
for having enabled me to attain unto the traces of Thy Most
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Exalted Pen and for having remembered me when I was in the
hands of the enemies. O my Lord! I beseech Thee by the sighs
of them that are nigh unto Thee and the tears of them that
yearn for Thee and by the pearls of the shells of Thy utterance
in the ocean of Thy knowledge and wisdom, to aid me to be
steadfast in Thy Cause and to enable me to make mention of
Thee and to praise Thee amongst Thy servants with the wis-
dom which Thou hast commanded all to observe in Thy Books
and Thy Tablets. O my Lord! Thou seest the sorrowful one
seeking the ocean of Thy joy and the grief-stricken one the
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which all things have appeared, to ordain for me the good of - -
this world and of the world to come. Verily, Thou art the Lord

of all men and the Lord of the throne on high and of the dust

below.

BH04282

To: Aga Muhammad Husayn, Qaf, in Tihran

Date: 1305-09-11 [1888-May-22]

In the name of the one incomparable God. SRR ('\*.

From time immemorial the religious leaders have deprived the
people of the world from the purpose of creation. The great-
est veil hath been and continues to be the divines at the time
of Divine Manifestation. Their leadership hath prevented and
continueth to prevent them from turning to the supreme hori-
zon. Consider the Shi’ih divines throughout the ages and cen-
turies - they were vocal in remembering God, exalted be His
glory, and from their pulpits would recite “Would that I were
with Him” - that is, with the Qa’im. Yet when the Most Great
Gate was opened and the Ancient Luminary appeared, they
occupied themselves with cursing and reviling Him, and finally
pronounced and carried out the death sentence against Him -
such that the Bridge trembled and the Balance wept.

Now Hadi of Dawlat-Abad from among the people of Sad
clingeth to those same vain imaginings and hath trained and
continueth to train the helpless people in the manner of the
Shi’ih sect, although on the Day of Judgment he witnessed that
former sect to be the most lost among all peoples. The faculty
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of hearing and sight hath been taken from him, and this is his
recompense.

We beseech God that He may guide thee to remain steadfast
in such wise that the doubts of the transgressors and hints of
the opposers may not deprive thee of the Lord of the Day of
Judgment. Give thanks unto thy Lord for this Most Great
Remembrance and say:

Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of the worlds, Who hath appeared
among the nations, in that Thou hast turned toward me from
the direction of Thy prison and remembered me in such wise
that the remembrances of all others cannot equal it. There is
no God but Thee, the Protector, the All-Bountiful, the Gener-
ous. I beseech Thee to ordain for me through the Pen of Thy
Command that which will draw me nigh unto Thee. Verily
Thou art the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Aga Mirza Hashim
Date: 1305-09-11 [1888-May-22]

He is the Ruler over all names

O My Supreme Pen, hearken to My Calll Wherefore do I hear
Thy lamentation and cries? At one time I behold Thee be-
wildered in the remembrance and utterance of God, and at an-
other time I observe Thee as one perplexed and pale because of
that which hath been perpetuated against Thy Lord by every
foolish contumacious oppressor. Abandon that which the pop-
ulace posses and what Thou seest today. Proclaim unto the
people the glad tidings that arose and shone forth from the
horizon of God, the Lord of all creation. Say: By God! The
gate of heaven hath opened, and He Who hath been promised
in the books of God, the Gracious, the All-Praised, hath ap-
peared. Nothing of that which ye posses shall profit you, To
this beareth witness He who hath God’s perspicuous Book.

O ye who have ears! Hearken to the call of God, the Lord of
all names and the Creator of heavens. He verily summoneth
you unto that which bringeth you nigh unto Him. To this
beareth witness the Tongue of Glory from this exalted station.
We have desired naught but the salvation of nations and the
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betterment of the world, yet the people turned away from Us
and committed that which caused the pillars of the Primal
Word to be dispersed. Thus have their souls prompted them.
Verily, they are accounted in the Book of God, the Lord of the
Day of Reckoning, to be of those who are in grievous loss.

Say: O peoples of the earth! Lay aside the books of the pop-
ulace and take hold of the Book of God, the Almighty, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Nothing In this day shall profit
you save through this perspicuous Book. The proof of your
Lord hath filled the whole world and yet the people are in a
state of strange stupor. They have raised the idols of their
desires and set aside their Lord. Verily they are in grievous
loss. The glory of God be upon thee and upon whomsoever
turneth unto Him and says: “All praise be to Thee O Lord of
the World; O Thou who art the Desire of every understanding
heart.”
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To: Haji Mirza Muhammad Ali
Date: 1305-09-11 [1888-May-22]
In the Name of God, the All-Powerful! bls Syl el

O people of the world! The Light of the Ancient One is shining
from the horizon of the heaven of the Most Great Name, and
the Fire of the Tree is blazing and speaking forth on the Mount
of Knowledge. Strive that ye may attain to that which hath
had and hath no likeness or equal. Today the Hand of Bounty
bestoweth the Water of Everlasting Life.

Blessed are they who have rent asunder the veils and shattered
the idols of vain imaginings with the power of certitude. These
are the hands of God’s Cause amongst His servants and the
dawning-places of the suns of knowledge in His lands. The
might of the heedless hindereth them not, nor doth the clamor
of the aggressive turn them aside from their purpose. Their
concern hath been and is the betterment of the world and the
salvation of nations. Every seeing one beareth witness and
every knowing one testifieth.
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From the beginning of days until now We have been afflicted
with the derision and wrath of enemies. No barrier hath pre-
vented Us and no veil hath intervened. With supreme stead-
fastness We have arisen to promote the Cause of the Lord of all
being. But the heedless and ignorant servants regarded bounty
as vengeance and light as darkness, and each day they wrought
that which caused the Pen to be thunderstruck and the Tablet
to tremble.

We beseech God not to deprive His servants of the splendors
of the Sun of Justice, that all may consider with fairness that
which hath appeared and been revealed. Verily He is the Com-
passionate, the Generous, the Helper, the Forgiving, the Mer-
ciful.

i The Glory from Us be upon thee and upon those who have

drunk the choice wine of utterance from the cup of the bounty
of their Lord, the All-Merciful, and have said: “Praise be unto
Thee, O Possessor of all that is, and glory be unto Thee, O
Thou the Goal of the Messengers!”

lael cuwab  coledt (o U (\;‘ sl )
25 oF g s g o s oo
Ay oS Calina 22K Bl Gl
S Jolor Pl sbe STy 2558 013 6
3o A CB g ARl s |y
TF s o B 2T s ysl 3l py
a8 O e

sl Sl ) s sle (-U=—‘ g 5|
@T;; Slal, Kb sl (3 Jdae sl
sl s 4 Aeliﬁéswu{ d")bw) ol alb
e sl Ll e X

G \)if"" [,t.-3§\ écw) &,Jc \:.)5 o ;1,)\
SIN6 5 o)) e8) e K e 0L
spade L ST (S 0K (Sl | )

e A

BLIB_ Orl15726.063

BHO04456

To: Asadullah
Date: 1305-09-11 [1888-May-22]

In the Name of the One God, the Speaker

Glorified be God! The Author of the Bayan declares: “Let not
the Bayan veil you from Him, and turn not away from Him on
account of its letters. The entirety of the Bayan is as but a leaf
before Him - if He accepts it, it is accepted, and if He rejects it,
verily He is to be loved in His Cause and obeyed in His decree.”
Nevertheless, those who turned away from the Bayan clung to
names while remaining heedless of and turning away from their
Creator and Lord. By what command, by what proof, and by
what evidence did they accept the Bayan while inflicting upon
its Revealer and Sender that which the Pen is powerless and
incapable to mention? Every fair-minded one has testified and
continues to testify to the power of the Most Exalted Pen and
the Most Sublime Word, and every person of insight has been
and remains witness.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

& o 5 gl

Lo 212 5l 51 Sy 2y ilt (o
Al 3 1055 i 4l S
o) 3 st o ale sy 51 g
;wgog@@ﬂ&sc&géﬁu
5 Bl T by Gl 5 asye S
Oloy IS s o a2 5 o) a2 U (2 e
é)‘)uﬂw‘/)dﬂjju\bjfd}ébd%
o6y ke 255 ye 8 1y 4l sis
035 ol (G A g Il osls sl
M}

19

6



w

w

Vol. 86: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part III

BHO05111

O people of the Bayan! Fear the All-Merciful and oppose not
Him Who has made every command dependent upon His ac-
ceptance and every decree upon His approval. Fear God and be
not among the wrongdoers. This Wronged One has accepted
the harm of the world for the exaltation of the Word and the
manifestation of God’s Cause. From the earliest days until now,
He has been in the hands of the oppressors and the heedless, as
all have seen and heard, were they to be fair. We beseech God
- exalted be His glory - to grant His servants fairness and to
adorn them with the ornament of truthfulness. Your mention
was made in the presence of this Wronged One, and this most
wondrous, most exalted Tablet has been revealed for you from
the heaven of the will of the Lord of all beings. Take hold of it
with the power that is with Him. Verily, He is the Almighty,
the Glorious, the All-Knowing.
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To: Siyyid Hasan Khan Sarhadd-Dar, in Ishqabad
Date: 1305-09-11 [1888-May-22]

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Informed

That which thou didst send hath come before the Wronged
One, and from it We discovered the fragrance of thy love. We
have answered thee with this epistle. We beseech God, exalted
be He, to aid thee to serve Him and His loved ones, and to
ordain for thee that which will exalt thee and draw thee nigh
unto Him in all conditions. Verily, He is the Self-Sufficient, the
Most High. We had previously revealed unto thee a Tablet
and sent it to thee, that thou mightest discover therefrom the
fragrance of the loving-kindness of thy Lord, the Mighty, the
All-Bountiful. Beware lest the utterances of the transgressors,
who have violated every covenant and every pledge, and who
have spoken that which no faction among all factions hath ever
spoken, debar thee. Say:

Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having caused me to
turn toward Thee and to recognize Thy path, and for having
revealed unto me that which the treasuries of earth and heaven
cannot equal. I beseech Thee to assist me to serve Thy Cause
and to ordain for me the good of the latter end and of the
former time. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the All-Bestowing.
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Blessed art thou, and blessed is he who hath given thee to drink
of the Kawthar of My love and cast unto thee My Word. He
is assuredly among those who are brought near in the Books
and Tablets. The Glory from Us be upon thee and upon those
whom neither the prevention of any preventer, nor the derision
of any derider, nor the might of any oppressor, nor the doubts
of any ignorant one have hindered. They have turned toward
the Supreme Horizon and have taken the Cup of Eternity in
My Most Glorious Name, despite those who have denied the
Beginning and the Return.
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To: Ghulam-Rida
Date: 1305-09-11 [1888-May-22]

He is the One Who commandeth righteously

O Ghulam! Upon thee be the Glory of God, the Lord of all
beings. Render praise unto the Desired One of the world and
the Educator of the peoples, Who hath confirmed thee in such
wise that thy name hath flowed from the Most Exalted Pen in
the Most Great Prison and been recorded in the Book of God.
All the peoples of the world were expectant, and at all times
made mention of the days of His manifestation. Yet when the
arena of existence was illumined with the lights of the Lumi-
nary of His Cause, instead of submission, hatred appeared, and
in place of acceptance, denial became manifest, and at the time
of turning towards Him, aversion was witnessed. Such is the
state and station of those souls who have followed their own
selves and desires, and remained heedless of the ultimate goal
and the most exalted horizon. Fie upon them for what their
hands have wrought in the days of God, the Lord of the worlds!

We beseech God to grant thee success, that thou mayest arise
to aid the Cause of the All-Merciful through wisdom and ut-
terance. Verily He aideth His loved ones and assisteth them
through the hosts of revelation and inspiration. He is, in truth,
the Almighty, the Mighty, the All-Knowing. I counsel thee and
the loved ones in that land to that which will increase the fire
of love and the light of knowledge. Verily, He is powerful over
all things. The Wronged One calleth upon God and beseecheth
Him to ordain for thee from His Most Exalted Pen the good
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of the hereafter and of this world. He is, in truth, the Mighty,
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To: Muhammad Hasan Khayyat Muttahid et al., in Shiraz

Date: 1305-09-11 [1888-May-22]

In the name of the Desire of the world OLlle »5a2e ply

2 The servant in attendance was present before His countenance
and recited your letter in full, and it attained the honor of being
heard. Praise be to God that you turned towards Him in days
when the Shi’ih divines and jurists turned away from the Truth
and issued the decree for shedding His blood. All the peoples of
the world were awaiting the promised days mentioned in the di-
vine Books, yet when the blessed Tree appeared, adorned with
the choice fruits of wisdom and utterance, all drew their swords
intending to cut it down, save whom God willed. Blessed is
the soul whom the doubts of the deniers did not hinder and the
might of the aggressors did not prevent from turning towards
Him, who took the cup of utterance in the name of the Beloved
of all creation from the hands of bounty and drank it in His
name. By the life of God, he is assuredly among the people of
Glory in God’s Book, the Lord of all beings.

O Hasan after Muhammad, praise the Goal of all worlds Who
mentioned you and caused you to attain the verses of the Most
Exalted Pen. We beseech God to assist you and him who is
named Ali in that which He loves and is pleased with, and to
ordain for you both that whereby your mention shall endure.
Verily He is powerful over all things and worthy to answer
prayer.
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To: Haji Abdul-Husayn
Date: 1305-09-11 [1888-May-22]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful

Praise be to God Who hath manifested His Cause, fulfilled His
Promise, rendered victorious His hosts, sent down His Books
and dispatched His Messengers, making them the gates of guid-
ance amongst His servants, the manifestations of His names
amidst His creation, and the mirrors of His attributes through-
out the cities and regions. He, verily, is the Almighty, the
Unconstrained.

3 O ‘Abdu’l-Husayn! Thou hast been mentioned by one who
hath loved Me, soared in the atmosphere of My love, and arisen
to serve My Cause. We make mention of thee in this Tablet
which hath shone forth from the horizon of thy Lord’s will, the
Mighty, the All-Bestowing. By the life of God! Nothing in all
creation can equal it, as doth testify the Lord of all beings. He,
verily, is the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

Say: Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having remembered
me when I was silent, and for having turned toward me when I
was still. I beseech Thee by the Word which Thou hast made
the Quickener of Thy servants and the Sovereign over all names
through Thy power and might, to make me steadfast in Thy
love and vocal in Thy praise. Verily, Thou art the Almighty
over whatsoever Thou willest, and within Thy grasp lie the
reins of all in the heavens and on earth.
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To: Tajud-Din Sarvistani
Date: 1305-09-11 [1888-May-22]

In the Name of Him through Whom the fragrance of the All-
Merciful was diffused throughout all lands.

Thy letter hath come before the Wronged One and the ser-
vant in attendance hath laid it before Him. We have answered
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thee with a Tablet from whose horizon shineth the light of
thy Lord’s loving-kindness, the Mighty, the Bestower. Say:
My God, my God! Thy remembrance hath attracted me, Thy
call hath stirred me, the breathings of Thy revelation have
quickened me, and the manifestations of Thy bounty have en-
compassed me. I am Thy servant and the son of Thy servant,
taking refuge at Thy threshold and clinging to the hem of Thy
mercy. I beseech Thee by the Most Great Word through which
Thou didst create earth and heaven, and by Thy Prophets and
Messengers, and by the lights of the dawn of Thy Manifesta-
tion, to aid me to act according to what Thou hast commanded
me in Thy Book and to keep me from what Thou hast forbid-
den through Thy wisdom and Thy will. Then write down for
me, O my God, that which will gladden my heart, expand my
breast, and bring joy to mine eyes. Verily Thou art powerful
over whatsoever Thou willest and in Thy grasp are the reins
of all things. There is no God but Thee, the Single, the One,
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To: Mirza Qasim Khan

Date: 1305-09-11 [1888-May-22]

In the Name of the One True Friend! B s ply

The Kawthar of utterance is the Desire of the world. Through
it He hath quickened and continueth to quicken all beings. The
corrupted ones have debarred the servants from the path of di-
vine unity. The corrupted ones are they who have usurped
the station of Truth in the name of Truth. Glory be to God!
The rain-clouds of the All-Glorious pour forth their bounties
at every moment, and the fruits of the divine Lote-Tree ap-
pear manifest before all faces. Blessed is the soul that hath
attained to behold them and hath received its portion of these
fruits and signs. And woe unto those souls that are deprived
and forbidden from the outpourings of the All-Bountiful Lord.
Praise thou the Purpose of the world Who hath confirmed
thee in turning unto Him and hath turned toward thee from
the precincts of the Prison and hath revealed unto thee these
verses. We beseech God that He may aid thee to quaff from
every verse the choice wine of utterance and from every word
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the Kawthar of exposition. He verily is the Compassionate,
the All-Bountiful.
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To: Mir Muhammad Khan
Date: 1305-09-11 [1888-May-22]

In the name of the Everlasting Speaker!

2 God, exalted be His glory, has bestowed the world upon kings
who are the manifestations of His power. Through visible
armies they have protected and continue to protect the vis-
ible cities. But the hosts that are specially reserved unto
the Ancient Being, exalted be His utterance and His remem-
brance, have ever been and still are goodly deeds and praise-
worthy character. The friends of God must, through the fear
of God, conquer hearts and keep breasts purified from whatso-
ever is unseemly. Blessed is he who, through wisdom and ut-
terance, through spirit and fragrance, remindeth the servants
and draweth them unto the horizon of awareness. We have
heard thy call and have remembered thee with these sublime
words. This remembrance is the king of remembrances and
this call is sovereign over earth and heaven. Blessed are they
that advance and woe unto those that turn away.
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To: Karbalai wife of Jinab-i-Haji Mirza Hasan et al.
Date: 1305-09-19 [1888-May-30]

All praise and thanksgiving befitteth the pure hearts at the
threshold of His mighty Oneness, Who hath bestowed upon
the world the Most Great Order through the light of justice,
Who hath adorned the realm of existence with righteousness,

and through equity hath dispelled the darkness of oppression.
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Exalted be His greatness, sublime be His loftiness, glorified be
His dominion, and mighty be His proof. There is none other
God but Him....

O My handmaiden, O My leaf! Praise be to the Goal of all
creation, Who confirmed thee and, on the Promised Day, pu-
rified thee from the idle fancies of the people. He granted thee
thy portion of the sealed wine through the Name of the Self-
Subsisting. Thou didst hear His call and behold His horizon.
O My handmaiden! Great is this Day and mighty is this Cause.
The Speaker on the Mount is seated upon the throne of Reve-
lation. This is that Manifestation Whose mention and Whose
Cause have been recorded and inscribed in the divine Books
of the past and future. Blessed is the soul who, with the arms
of certitude, hath shattered the idols of vain imaginings and
hath made for the ocean of divine knowledge.

3 By the life of God! Of no profit to the servants is that which
they possess, nor shall their might, their riches, their glory and
their power benefit them. Today, from the highest station in
the world, “The Kingdom is God’s” hath been raised up, and
the banner of “He doeth whatsoever He willeth” hath been
unfurled. How excellent is the heart that hath been purified
and sanctified from the smoke and dust and idle fancies of the
world, and hath turned with complete devotion to the horizon
of Revelation.

That leaf and the world bear witness that this Wronged One
hath, from the earliest days until now, been in the hands of
His enemies - at times beneath chains and fetters, at times cap-
tive in the hands of the adversaries. None but God, exalted
be His glory, is adequately aware of that which hath befallen
Him. By the life of God! The denizens of the highest Paradise
and the inhabitants of the most exalted Heaven have lamented
My tribulations. What We ask of the servants is justice and
fairness. Let them not be content with mere words, but ex-
amine the evidences with penetrating vision and hearken with
attentive ears.

5 The Cause is more manifest than the sun, yet the veils of the
parties have prevented them, and the evident smoke hath kept
all from beholding, save whom thy Lord hath willed. Blessed is
the soul whom vain imaginings have not kept from beholding
the lights of certitude. We hope that the radiance of the dawn-
ings of justice and fairness may encompass the world, and that
the hidden hand of power may assist and make manifest such
souls as will speak with truth and conceal not what they have
witnessed, and will guide people from the vanishing stream to
the immortal Kawthar. Today the tongue of the inner mystery
speaketh these exalted words in the detached heart:
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; O my God, my God! I am Thy servant and the son of Thy

servant. I have held fast to Thy most great signs and clung to
the hem of Thy mercy, O Thou Who art the Lord of all being

and the Sovereign of the throne on high and of earth below.
O Lord! The fire of separation from Thee hath consumed me.

Where is the heavenly spring of Thy nearness and the celestial
stream of Thy presence? The thirst of estrangement from Thee
hath destroyed me. Where is the river of Thy mercy? By Thy
glory, O Thou the Beloved of the worlds and the Desire of the
nations, I long to lay my face upon every spot of the earth,
that perchance it might be honored by touching the dust that
hath been ennobled by the footsteps of Thy loved ones and
chosen ones.

Is there any ear, O my God, to hear the sighing of my heart
and to see that which hath appeared from me? I beseech Thee
by the tears of them that are nigh unto Thee in their sorrow
for Thee, and by the sighs of them that are sincere in their
separation from Thee, that Thou mayest aid Thy servants to
draw nigh unto the precincts of Thy court, and adorn them
with the ornament of justice in Thy days. Thou art He Who,
O my God, hath opened the doors of hope unto the faces of Thy

servants, and the doors of bounty and grace unto Thy creation.

Have mercy upon them through Thy mercy, then assist them
through Thy bounty, then uncover for them through Thy power
and might that from which they have been debarred. Verily,
Thou art the Almighty over whatsoever Thou willest. The
happenings of days and the doubts of men shall not withhold
Thee. Thou doest what Thou willest and ordainest what Thou
pleasest. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the All-Praised....

The Sovereign of the Bayan, in the Bayan and in its essence
and substance, maketh mention of Him Whom God shall make
manifest - may the spirit of all in the kingdom of command and
creation be sacrificed for His sake. He lamenteth, He imploreth,
He counseleth that ye be not deprived through the Bayan of
its Revealer and Sender. In most eloquent language He saith:
“In the year Nine ye shall attain unto all good,” and He saith:
“In the year Nine ye shall attain unto the presence of God.”
Likewise they have mentioned in several passages this verse
from the Quran: “In time shall they surely know its truth,”
and “in time” refers to the year Nine. Were ye to count His
mentions - may my spirit be sacrificed for His sake - in this
connection, ye could not reckon them....
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To: Aqa Rasul from Rasht et al.
Date: 1305-09-21 [1888-Jun-1]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Praise be fitting and worthy of the Desired One Who created
through utterance, attracted through speech, and adorned as-
sured hearts with the ornament of a wondrous new life through
His blessed Word. Glory, remembrance and praise be upon His
loved ones who held fast to the cord of service, achieved stead-
fastness, spoke with wisdom, and acted according to what was
commanded by God, the Lord of the mighty throne. These
are servants whom God has described, before and after, in His
perspicuous Book. They are those who drank the choice wine
of utterance from the cup of our Lord the Merciful’s bounty
and succeeded in guiding humanity to the straight path.

And now, O beloved of my heart, at this hour, being ten o’clock
on the twenty-first day of the blessed month of Ramadan, the
letter of the spiritual beloved Aqa Rasul, upon him be the
glory of God, which he had written to that beloved one and
sent, was presented before the Desired One of all worlds. After
its presentation, these exalted words were revealed - may my
spirit be a sacrifice for His bounty:

O servant in attendance! The words of Rasul have proven
effective. From his acknowledgment and confession, the stars
of favors have risen and the suns of grace have dawned. Praise
be to God, he has mentioned that which has been and will
be the cause of awakening for all souls, before and after. It is
hoped that, having been purified and enkindled by the water of
the utterance of the Desired One of all worlds and by the fire of
the Sacred Tree, they will arise with their whole being to serve
the Cause of the Lord of existence. O Rasul, upon thee be My
glory! Thou hast spoken the truth that it is the twenty-first of
Ramadan. The people of Iran, male and female, learned and
ignorant, are occupied in mosques, temples and gatherings with
praising the Successor and cursing Muradi, save whom God
willeth. Reflect upon the heedlessness of that party, unaware
that each one of those souls has been and is a hundred thousand
times more wretched, more rebellious, more remote and more
astray than this Muradi, for the Lord of the worlds drank the
cup of martyrdom by the decree of those souls, and still they
occupy themselves with cursing and reviling the Truth and
His companions. Mentioning the Successor and acknowledging
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him becomes the cause of the exaltation of rank and station,
not the cause of unbelief, for if unbelief appears from lack of
understanding and acknowledgment, the proof of unity would
seem impossible. In any case, the ignorance of people has been
and is a barrier to speech.

We beseech God to assist all in what He loves and is pleased
with. Praise be to God, thou hast attained, seen and heard.
Now thou must associate with the servants in that land with
complete steadfastness, wisdom and utterance, that perchance
thereby a matter may come to pass. That land is ready. In
truth, if a patient and detached one be found, it will become
the cause of the guidance and turning of heedless souls. This is
not difficult for God. We mention the friends and counsel them
to justice, fairness, religious devotion, trustworthiness and the
fear of God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

i In truth, the letter of your honor, after being presented, be-

came the cause of the manifestations of bounties. Well done
to you and congratulations! God willing, you will settle in that
land and kindle and remind the servants with the fire of God
and His light. At one time, this exalted word was revealed from
the Tongue of Him Who revealed the verses: “Ask God to as-
sist His loved ones to hold fast unto that which will sanctify
the soul and exalt His Word.”

Praise be to God, from your pen was manifest determination,
and evident was your attention and devotion. God willing, you
will attain to that which you have intended and that which you
have desired for the sake of God. The servant beseeches God,
his Lord, to assist you, grant you success, and aid you. Verily,
He is powerful over all things and worthy of answering prayers.
Glory, remembrance, and praise be upon you and upon those
who hear and acknowledge that which hath been sent down
from God, our Lord and your Lord and the Lord of the mighty
throne.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

J\)J\r-\cj\f\s\{,&fdjcddsw
Jlﬁwdlf- A g uLé’\ J}wﬁwja.{)\j\
B onJLA{ )\ cLé u‘b JP GJL u\aLﬂ

Cnd

2n s ot b de S oy o) Bl Jed
b dl (ldd 5 g5 5 512 7B uF A
&J\QTJQLOQ;C,X»J(LE Colazal
02 ) KUy Sag Jad Gl & Sl
hite e §) a3 ol dne

Bl s 1 5 Calas e 2,2 3L

Ly Obuss m Al o s 43 dal s
L Colail d.\cdu,(f&é;au («L‘wﬁ
&) p;m el A 55 bl 5 il

s 55 2, oy AT
5 Sl b a8 Sl Slypeb
Aol ‘_},.;.m,f.'x:» Lyske oyy 5 il Ll
uLTJjw Ol 5 U calel Syl 5 85
ey o Ul ey ) Koy p Al
jMwMW&L&JJ-\JLﬂJ’
w}‘ ;4«{ CL&U)

309 A o SLgT ol 51 ad) & @~
8§ a2l oa,s 76 DT Al JUI e g
ke Sad A Ok 5
poWel O ylanal g Bl a5 ylensd ool

8 Sy 5 Saby 5 Say Ol 4, S

5 S T e BV 6 e 2K e
OPin 5 O grond u.é\gc; Sl Je ¢ )
J"‘”UJ};: :L)*N\csﬂ‘f«-b

f:lz,)\

Majlis210461.056-059

29


http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/majlis_210461.pdf

ot

Vol. 86: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part III

BH00673

BHO00673

To: Siyyid Aqa Afnan et al., in Port Said
Date: 1305-09-2/ [1888-Jun-4]

He is God, exalted be His majesty, grandeur and power.

How delightful is the breeze of reunion that hath wafted, and
the fragrance of meeting that hath been diffused at this hour,
five hours before sunset, for a distinguished letter bearing spir-
itual and divine glad-tidings hath arrived. It hath opened the
gate of truth and renewed the covenant of presence. In truth,
the pen is a great sign from the Ancient Lord, and ink is the
supreme gate of love and unity. These two have ever been and
shall continue to be the movers of the cord of love. Were the fa-
vors of God, exalted be His glory, and likewise the effects and
fruits ordained for these two to become manifest, the world
would be struck with wonderment. Glorified be their Creator,
their Educator and their Originator.

On this day, the twenty-fourth of the blessed month of Ra-
madan, at seven o’clock, while this lowly one was sitting still
and silent, the Clear Book arrived - that is, your letter. It
was a true breaking of the fast, and a spiritual fulfillment of
yearning and longing. The fragrance of the pen was diffused in
such wise as to dispel all traces of weariness, cares and sorrows.
Praise be to God, spirit and heart were adorned with the or-
nament of joy and gladness. After reading it with delight and
joy, I approached the Shrine and attained the honor of hearing
these exalted words:

He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.

O Afnan! Upon thee be the peace of God and His mercy! The
servant who is present read the letter which was present before
the face [of God]. From every word wafted the fragrance of sin-
cerity, humility, submissiveness, and praise and glorification of
God, the Blessed, the Exalted. Each of its words testified with
most eloquent utterance to thy devotion, thy steadfastness and
thy turning unto Him. Well is it with thee! Pleasant it is to
thee! Thou hast taken the cup of divine knowledge from the
hand of bounty and drunk therefrom in the name of God, the
Mighty, the Wondrous. The Blessed Tree hath made mention
of its Afnans and continueth to do so. His grace hath encom-
passed them in all conditions and He is with you wheresoever
ye may be. Praise be to God! Ye are mindful and are re-
membered. The slumber of idle fancies hath prevented the
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world from beholding the lights of truth and perceiving the
effulgences of the Day-Star of divine favor.

Glory be to God! The favored community remaineth until now
heedless and veiled from the cause of afflictions, tribulations
and their abject abasement. The cities and habitations of the
people of divine unity are surrounded, while the ungodly en-
compass them. Every day a tree is uprooted by devastating
winds and a lamp is extinguished. This most grievous malady
hath seized the realm of the people of unity, yet despite this
they neither have sought nor seek to remove this darkest of af-
flictions. We beseech God, exalted be His glory, that through
the breezes of the spiritual morn He may grant awareness to
His servants, that perchance they may arise from the sleep of
heedlessness and act as behooveth them. The Law of God pre-
serveth His servants, and the fear of God restraineth them from
that which is forbidden. Yet in this day these two are as rare
as red sulfur. Blessed are they who have held fast to the Most
Great Law and the mightiest ordinance. We testify that they
are the knights in the arena of divine knowledge among all re-
ligions. Nothing whatsoever hath prevented them, neither the
veils of the world nor the coverings of the nations. These are
they whom God hath described in His mighty Book, saying:
“Neither merchandise nor traffic beguile them from the remem-
brance of God.” Blessed art thou, O Afnan! We beseech God
to open before thy face the gates of grace and blessing, and to
ordain for thee that which will draw thee nigh unto Him in all
conditions. Verily He is the Almighty, the Single, the One, the
Mighty, the Most Generous.

O Siyyid Aqa! Upon thee be the loving-kindness of God, the
Lord of all names and Creator of the heavens. Thy mention
was made in the presence of the Wronged One and His grace
hath encompassed thee. Praise be to God! Thou hast attained
unto that which was the purpose of creation. Peace and glory
be upon you, O Afnan, and the mercy of God and His blessings
and His loving-kindness and His favors.

The effulgences of the Sun of true divine unity have shone upon
your honor and the rain of divine mercy hath descended upon
your noble being. A hundred thousand thanks to the Goal of
the world’s peoples that despite the encompassing enemies and
the might of the princes and divines of Iran, the way of com-
munication and association with news and writings remaineth
open and evident. Tongues cannot adequately render thanks
for this peerless blessing unless His grace assist them. His grat-
itude hath ever outstripped those who are thankful, His praise
those who praise, and His mercy the dwellers of the heavens
and the earth. In these days the government hath changed. I
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beseech God to adorn the throne of sovereignty with the form
of justice and equity. Verily, He hath power over all things.
This evanescent servant beseecheth the Eternal Truth to make
your honor a dawning-place for the spreading of His verses and
laws and a wellspring of His outpourings|...]

Concerning the mention of Aqa Khan and his arrival with oth-
ers, as well as the counsel and conversation with him which
they had recorded - this was one of the fruits of His Highness’s
journey. This matter is evidence of the promotion and will
of God, exalted be His glory, and likewise bears witness to
His true blessings and favors. After this matter was presented
before Him, they were inspired to deliver the Word of Truth
and imparted that which was manifestly guidance and evident
counsel.

O Afnan! Upon thee be the peace of God and His favors. This
Wronged One hath in all conditions proclaimed the Word of
God with the most exalted call, and hath summoned all to
that which preserveth them, profiteth them and strengtheneth
them. In one of the holy Tablets these words were recorded:
Should this Wronged One be drowned in the sea, He would
arise from the mountaintops crying “The Kingdom is God’s!”
And should He be buried in the earth beneath its layers, His
call would be heard from the heaven, drawing the servants to
the most exalted Paradise. No impediment existeth in that
realm and no veil remaineth. The Command is in His hands
- He doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth.
He is the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

In this night thy mention was made repeatedly. Should the
servants turn unto that which profiteth them, they shall have
attained; and should they turn away, verily He is independent
of them. His perspicuous Book beareth witness unto this. In
times of tribulation, hardship and adversity, He speaketh and
hath spoken without concealment that which is the cause of
the supreme triumph and the guidance of the nations. Now
the Wronged One and His Afnan hold fast to wisdom and ut-
terance, and speak that which guideth the servants to the Path.
Whoso wisheth, let him accept, and whoso wisheth, let him
turn away. Verily He is the Single, the One, the Self-Sufficient,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

From the heaven of utterance, rains have descended in such
measure that preservation and presentation have not been pos-
sible save in limited measure. Concerning what was written
about that land, truly freedom, civilization and its means are
daily increasing, especially now that it hath become the place
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and residence of His Highness. And concerning what was writ-
ten about the empty shop with the sign “I have placed my trust
in God” - truly this is a most perfect merchandise and great in
the sight of God. After this matter was presented before Him,
they said that this exalted word is like unto a magnet, nay
rather greater, attracting that which is the cause of bounty,
blessing and nearness unto God. This bounty hath no likeness
or equal. Praise be unto Him for what He hath ordained for
His Afnan. We beseech Him to aid him with the hosts of grace
and favors. Verily He is the Strong, the Powerful.

They smiled much at these words and uttered that which shall
have its effect hidden and concealed in the world. God shall
soon make it manifest through a command from His presence.
He is the All-Bountiful, the Generous.

To the beloved of the heart, Aqa Siyyid Aga, upon him be 9 66
[Baha’u’llah] the Most Glorious, I convey greetings and make
mention that God is witness and testament that the servant
hath ever been and is present before Him. I beseech the Most
High to make him one of the interpreters of revelation and in-
spiration. Verily He is the Mighty, the All-Knowing. Glory,
remembrance and praise be upon your honor and upon those
who are with you, who love you and who hear your word con-
cerning the Cause of God, the Lord of the worlds.

The servant 24 Ramadan the Blessed 1305
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To: Haji Siyyid Javad Yazdi, in Alexandria
Date: 1305-09-26 [1888-Jun-6]

He is God, exalted be He in might and power

Praise be unto the Lord of all desires, Who befitteth and de-
serveth it, Who hath given strength unto His loved ones, be-
stowed power upon them, and made them the cause of unity,
harmony and the reformation of the world. Through them He
hath united the hearts of His servants and raised the banner
of His victory and the standard of His might. I pray and send
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salutations upon the first light that shone forth from the hori-
zon of existence from the Educator of the seen and unseen,
through Whom appeared the decree of unity among the peo-
ples and the command of prayer at the most exalted station,
and upon His family and companions whom God made the
treasuries of His knowledge, the mines of His wisdom, and the
repositories of His laws, and through whom were manifested
God’s dominion and power, His signs and His might.

Thereafter, the letter of that beloved of the heart arrived, re-
moving all that caused sorrow and bestowing all that brought
joy upon every element of body and being, hair and sinew
and vein. Glory be to God! In the Tablet of Wisdom men-
tion is made of the penetrating power of the Word. God, our
Lord and the Lord of the mighty Throne and the elevated
Seat, speaketh the truth. This servant beareth witness that
the word of the loved ones courseth and floweth through and
penetrateth all elements - how much more so the Most Exalted
Word of God! This evanescent one is incapable of describing
its effect and penetrating power. After its reading and perusal,
he proceeded to the Most Great Shrine where it was presented
before His countenance and attained the honor of His hearing.
He said:

We beseech God to aid him in nurturing, reforming, and unit-
ing. We ask God to assist him in all that he hath purposed
for the betterment of His loved ones’ affairs. Verily, He is the
Mighty, the Powerful. Praise be to God! All that hath tran-
spired hath been and is for the good, for there hath been no
betrayal, waste, excess, or unseemly matters. The deed is clear
and evident as the sun. We beseech God to bring about ref-
ormation. Verily, He is the Compassionate, the Generous, the
Forgiving, the Merciful.

We make mention of all the loved ones in that land and convey
Our greetings. We beseech God to aid them all in patience,
tranquility, and that which befitteth man’s true station. In
truth, the loved ones of that land are deserving of mention
and favor. God willing, it hath reached and will reach them.
Upon them be God’s peace, mercy, favor, and kindness.

Convey greetings from the Wronged One to ‘Ali, upon him
be God’s peace and favor. We beseech God the Most High
to strengthen him through His grace, to make him a standard
of His remembrance, and to manifest through him that which
shall endure as long as His names endure. Verily, He is the
Compassionate, the Generous.
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This evanescent servant also begs to be remembered and
greeted by him. Furthermore, let that beloved of the heart
convey this evanescent one’s greetings, praise, and mention
in whatever manner is befitting. I beseech God to remove
whatsoever hath caused separation and distance, and to waft
the fragrance of meeting and reunion. Verily, He hath power
over all things.

The letter of that beloved of the heart was a perfect exam-
ple and comprehensive explanation. It is hoped that through
God’s grace - exalted be His glory - that which causeth joy
and gladness to hearts and souls shall be made manifest. This
evanescent servant is assured of the favors, but that beloved of
the heart must, as commanded, carry out whatever he deemeth
advisable. God willing, victory and triumph accompany that
beloved one. Praise be to God, his steps are blessed and love
and sincerity are present. In such case, divine assistance shall
surely arrive and that which causeth reformation shall appear.

At this moment He spoke regarding the affairs of the Afnan,
upon him be God’s peace and favor. The command was given
to consult, that Haji Mirza Hasan and Haji Muhammad, upon
them be God’s peace and favor, should be present and con-
sult, and whatever resulteth from the consultation should be
followed. Now too, that honored one should consider and con-
sult whether that place or another place would be advisable
according to the time, and act accordingly. In all cases, all
must do that which is beloved and acceptable in God’s pres-
Upon their return, they should go there and convey
greetings from the Wronged Omne. I ask that He may grant
thee success, strengthen thee, draw thee nigh, and cause thee
to return unto Us. Verily, He is the Mighty, the Unconstrained.
End.

ence.

Indeed, since His Holiness the Afnan, upon him be the Most
Glorious Beauty of God, hath newly arrived in these parts, his
satisfaction must be considered. This matter is essential. This
evanescent servant beseecheth and imploreth God to aid all
in that which He loveth and is pleased with. This evanescent
one’s request is that whatever that honored one deemeth ad-
visable and conducive to joy and gladness, he should convey
to the loved ones of that land on behalf of this servant. The
glory, mention, and praise be upon your honor and upon God’s
sincere servants.
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To: Haji Muhammad Ismayn Yazdi, in Alexandria
Date: 1305-09-26 [1888-Jun-6]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Grandeur and the Power

Praise be to the Intended One whose Cause has been healing
and whose decree has been and is unity. He commanded His
loved ones to fellowship and unity, and through that unity il-
lumined the horizons. The Salsabil mentioned in one place is
the spring of love - blessed is he who has drunk and attained,
and woe unto him who has denied this manifest grace. A hun-
dred thousand thanks and praise unto the Ancient Lord who
has purified His loved ones from treachery and all that is un-
seemly. Praise be to God, they are adorned and embellished
with the ornament of truthfulness, sincerity, trustworthiness
and fidelity. And I pray and send peace upon the Ocean of
Oneness through whom were raised the banners of detachment
and established the decree of God and His Command and the
will of God and His sovereignty, and upon His family and com-
panions through whom the Herald called out from all direc-
tions: “The gates of cities and lands have been opened in the
name of God, the Powerful, the Mighty.”

And then, by the life of our Beloved and your Beloved, your
letter was an ocean of joy and a heaven of delight, for the
luminary of truthfulness was dawning from its horizon and the
sun of trustworthiness rising from its direction. After the joy
obtained and the manifest delight observed, it was brought
before His presence. He said: “Blessed is he and those with
him and whosoever holdeth fast to justice and fairness in all
matters. Praise be to God, they are adorned with the ornament
of sanctity and holiness. The Wronged One beareth witness
to their trustworthiness and their love and affection and their
turning to God. We beseech God, exalted be He, to open before
their faces the gates of His blessings and favors and bounty and
generosity and grace.” End quote.

To Him be praise and glory. His favor encompasseth, His grace
sustaineth, His mercy assisteth, His bounty existeth. Assuredly
that which is expedient and conformeth to consummate wis-
dom shall be made manifest. The servant testifieth to His fa-
vors and kindnesses and grace and mercy which have preceded
the existence of His servants. We beseech God to assist His
loved ones through the means of the heavens and earth and to
confirm them through His bounty and generosity. Verily He is
the Munificent, the Generous. And praise be to Him, for He is
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our Goal and the Goal of all who are in the heavens and earths.
I send greetings and praise to all the loved ones of that land.
Each one, praise be to God, hath been and is mentioned and
is feasting at the table of favor and the banquet of grace. On
their behalf, this servant hath placed his face of powerlessness
upon the dust of humility and uttereth the words “Thine is the
praise and Thine is the thanks.” Powerlessness is from us and
might is from Him; turning is from us and bestowal is from
Him. Verily He is the Forgiver and He is the Chosen One in
the beginning and in the end. Peace and remembrance and
praise be upon you and upon the sincere servants of God.
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To: Aga Muhammad et al., in Port Said
Date: 1305-09-26 [1888-Jun-6]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Greatness and the Power!

Praise be to God Who hath attracted the lands and those
within them through the fragrance that hath been wafted from
the direction of the Hijaz, whereby the light of reality hath
shone forth from the horizon of the heaven of His Name, the
All-Bountiful. And blessings and peace be upon the sovereign
of the Messengers and the Guide of all paths, and upon His
family and companions, through whom the standards of misbe-
lief were reversed and the banners of divine unity were raised
to their loftiest heights.

And now, at this time when three and a half hours have passed
from the twenty-sixth night of the blessed month of Ramadan,
He appeared and commanded these exalted words to be writ-
ten, specifically for that honored one and the spiritual friend
Aga Muhammad-Tahir:

Write to Nuru’llah and Muhammad, upon them both be greet-
ings, that which is the cause of joy and the source of gladness.
O Nuru’llah! His honor Zein, upon him be the peace of God
and His mercy, hath made mention of thee and hath sought for
thee that which betokeneth the favor of God, exalted be His
glory. We beseech God to preserve thee and guard thee from
the wicked and evil ones, and make thee one who speaketh His
praise and serveth His loved ones, and to ordain for thee the
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good of this world and the next. O Muhammad! Hearken unto
the call of the Wronged One. Verily, He maketh mention of
thee and counseleth thee with that which will elevate thy sta-
tion among the servants. We beseech God, blessed and exalted
be He, to ordain for thee what He hath ordained for His near
servants. He, verily, is the Most Merciful of the merciful.

And I counsel you to show love towards the Afnan. You must in
all conditions be mindful and seek their good-pleasure. Verily,
God is with His patient and sincere servants.

i His honor the Name of God, Zein, upon him be the peace

of God and His mercy, hath remembered and continueth to
remember you, and likewise his honor Ustad ‘Abdu’l-Karim,
upon him be the peace of God. Praise and thanks be to God
that in your early youth you have been blessed with that which
the divines, princes and elders of Iran are veiled from, save
whom God willeth. This is a mighty favor - every person of
insight beareth witness to its greatness and every informed one
testifieth thereto. This servant seeketh for you that which is the
cause of prosperity and salvation in the divine worlds. Verily,
He is the Hearer, the Answerer. And peace and remembrance
be upon you both and upon those who act according to what
they have been commanded in His perspicuous Book.

Kooz s STh 6l 2t plas e
SOl Al Jed g sl Salan 4 w2 e
oA sl s L KU K 0l J

o)) o>l 5 4l

Gﬁ);u\jl{du\g;;ébwﬂwg;;a))
o Crali) 5 ) osle e 1 01 S

5 e el g [d] NN o) O
Ol (e 5 dulede g oosf ol L W s
S 4SS Sl e g Sl sk
L5 U & 2T 4z B Gl i) s
o T e V1 g et OT 31 0140 Ol
3ol ke (s A Caecie Jiab
.\tlk.:»\_e‘“t;\j)'\le&@\.mut;‘&s-ﬁ

A 53 ot oy 5 3 o § 1y o1
e S5 O 5 ) el 2 41 A
el 8 Gl e e ol e s

BLIB_ Or15731.351
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To: Siyyid Ali, in Khalajabad
Date: 1305-10 [1888-Jun]

In the name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

Praise be unto Thee, O our God, for having given us to drink
the choice wine of Thy knowledge from the chalice of Thy
bounty, and for having ordained for us to attain unto Thy
presence and to stand before the gate of Thy grace.

We beseech Thee by the Mystery that lay hidden within Thy
knowledge, and by the Pearl that remained concealed within
the shell of Thy decree and destiny, to ordain for those who
have heard Thy call and responded to that which Thou hast
prescribed for the sincere ones among Thy creatures—those
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whom neither the might of the world could dismay nor the
power of the nations enfeeble, who hastened with their hearts
to the horizon of Thy Revelation and attained unto that which
the Tongue of Thy grandeur had uttered on the Mount—that
which Thou hast ordained for them.

Thou art He to Whose generosity the entire creation hath tes-
tified, and to Whose munificence both the seen and the unseen
have borne witness. There is none other God but Thee, the
Almighty, the Glorious, the All-Loving.
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To: Aga Muhammad Ismail, in Nayshabur
Date: 1305-10 [1888-Jun]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

Glorified art Thou, O Lord of Names and Creator of Heaven!
Thou seest one of Thy servants who hath turned unto Thee,
attained unto Thy days, responded to Thy call, and held fast
unto Thy cord, and who, despite his lack of means, hath ac-
complished what every possessor of wealth was prevented from
doing. O Lord! Aid him with the hosts of the seen and the
unseen, draw him nigh unto Thee, and ordain for him through
Thy grace and bounty that which shall endure in Thy Books
and Thy Tablets. Verily, Thou art the One Who hath power
over whatsoever He willeth. There is none other God but Thee,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BH10151

To: Mirza Baba Nayrizi
Date: 1305-10 [1888-Jun]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

My God, my God! Thou seest me in all conditions moved
by Thy command and enjoying Thy favors and bounties, both
outward and inward. I beseech Thee by this grace which Thou
hast ordained for me without any merit on my part, to assist
Thy loved ones to arise to that which will cause Thy Cause to
be exalted amongst Thy servants. I beseech Thee, O Sender of
verses and Revealer of clear signs, by Thy Most Great Name
whereby the hearts of the peoples of the world were stirred,
to ordain for him from whom the fragrance of Thy love hath

been diffused that which befitteth Thy generosity and bounty.

There is no God but Thee, the Single, the One, the Mighty,
the All-Praised.
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BH10153

To: Aga Abdul-Husayn
Date: 1305-10 [1888-Jun]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

My God, my God! Thou seest those who have turned towards
Thee in the midst of those who have turned away, and the
manifestations of justice among the oppressors. I beseech Thee
by Thy manifest light and by the fire of Thy love which blazeth
forth on the Day of Judgment, to ordain for Thy loved ones
all the good Thou hast sent down in Thy Book. Then adorn
them, O my God, with the ornament of glory and power. Verily,
Thou art the Mighty, the Unconstrained. Then write down for
whosoever hath desired the stream of Thy presence and service
to Thy Cause that which will draw him nigh unto Thee, and
make him content with whatsoever Thou hast ordained for him
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through Thy firm command and irrevocable decree. There is
no God but Thee, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.

JHT S#074

BH10156

To: Haji Mirza Abdullah Ayn Ta
Date: 1305-10 [1888-Jun/

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord!

My God, my God! The light of Thy countenance hath guided
me, and the fire of Thy Sacred Tree hath attracted me, and
Thy most exalted Word hath taken hold of me, and Thy most
sweet call hath awakened me. I beseech Thee by Thy Name,
the Self-Subsisting, and by Thy Cause which hath been made
manifest on this Day, to assist Thy chosen ones to serve Thy
Cause with wisdom and utterance. Then assist him whom
Thou seest turning unto the lights of Thy countenance and
desiring the wonders of Thy mercy and bounty. O my Lord!
Send down upon him from the heaven of Thy generosity that
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To: Muhammad Ibrahim son of Mashhadi Muhammad Husayn et al.

Date: 1305-10 [1888-Jun]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

I beseech Thee by Thy Name the All-Bountiful, and by Thy
Name the All-Merciful, and by Thy Name the All-Knowing,

and by Thy Name the All-Wise, and by Thy Name the Self-

Subsisting, and by Thy Name the All-Loving, and by Thy
Name the All-Munificent, and by Thy Name the All-Forgiving,
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and by Thy Name the All-Bestowing, that Thou forgive Thy
loved ones and purify them from the defilement of the world
and its suspicions and its idle fancies, and adorn them with
the lights of certitude through Thy mercy and Thy bounty. O
my Lord! Thou seest the one who hath desired to enter the
precincts of Thy generosity - ordain for him the good of both
this world and the next. There is none other God but Thee,
the Lord of all creation and the Lord of the throne on high and
of the dust beneath.
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BH10528

To: Muhammad Hasan Najjar
Date: 1305-10 [1888-Jun]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord!

My God, my Master, my Support, my Beloved, and my Desire!
I beseech Thee by the Mother Book which speaketh before the
faces of the parties in the final return, such that no veil hin-
dereth it and no cloud obscureth its light, to ordain for him who
hath drunk the choice wine of Thy love that which shall make
him steadfast in Thy Cause and firm in Thy service. Then
write for him that which shall solace his eyes and bring peace
to his heart. Verily, Thou art the Strong, the Triumphant, the
Powerful, and worthy to answer prayer.
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BH10593

To: Hakim Rahim
Date: 1305-10 [1888-Jun]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

Glorified art Thou, O Lord of the Kingdom and Ruler of the
Realm of Might! I testify to Thy oneness and Thy singleness,
and to Thy glory and Thy majesty and Thy sovereignty. I
beseech Thee by the Most Great Word whereby the hearts of
all humanity were attracted, and by the Fire which Thou didst
kindle in the Tree of Knowledge and in the hearts of Thy loved
ones, to ordain for Thy chosen ones the presence before Thy
face, and to decree for whoever hath turned unto Thee the
good of this world and the next. Verily Thou art the Creator
of heaven and within Thy grasp are the reins of the Kingdom
of Names.
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BHO03267

To: Rida father of Aqa Inayatullah
Date: 1305-10-02 [1888-Jun-12]

In the Name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassion-
ate

The esteemed letter of that spiritual friend arrived repeatedly.
Praise be to God, its words had drunk from the water of divine
love in the garden of meanings. This garden is the heart of the
believer, and that word is a sapling which appeared and was
planted through love of the Divine Lote Tree. In all conditions,
I have asked and continue to ask from the Self-Sufficient, the
Exalted, for health, honor and bounty for that spiritual friend.
I beseech Him, exalted be He, by His Prophets and Messengers
and by Him through Whom the breezes of revelation were cut
off, to open before the faces of His loved ones the gates of grace
and mercy. Verily, He is powerful over all things.

As for the matter of the apple of my eye, Aqa ‘Inayatu’llah,
upon him be the peace of God - it was presented before His
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presence and He said: “The True One, exalted be His glory, has
loved and continues to love the craftsman. He should surely
engage in a craft - this is beloved and acceptable.”

O Rida, be not grieved by the vicissitudes of the world. God
willing, the door of joy and relief and bounty and grace will be
opened through the key of trust and resignation. Verily, He is
God, the Forgiving, the Merciful, and He is the Gracious, the
Generous. Be not grieved. We send greetings to the friends
and likewise to the family, and we counsel all to act according
to what the All-Merciful has revealed in the Furqan. Verily,
He is the Hearer, the Answerer.

Indeed, the news of the occupation of the apple of my eye, ‘In-
ayatu’llah, was a cause of joy and gladness. Praise and thanks
be to God. However, you must be informed of his movements,
for he is a child and requires education.

i To the spiritual beloved ones and true friends - his honor Ustad

‘Abdu’l-Karim and his honor Aqa Ghulam-‘Ali and the joy of
heart and inner being, his honor Aga ‘Abdu’s-Samad, upon
them be the peace of God and His grace - I send greetings and
ask for each one health and bounty and honor. Verily, God is
the Kind, the Affectionate.

To the apple of my eye ‘Inayatu’llah and likewise his honored
mother I send greetings. God willing, he will strive earnestly
to learn and acquire crafts. This is a work through which a
person becomes beloved and regarded both with God and with
people. Peace be upon you and upon the righteous servants of
God. Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

The servant, on the 2nd of the month of Shawwal 1305
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BHO00630

To: Sulayman Khan Tunukabani
Date: 1305-10-09 [1888-Jun-19]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Praise be to God! His divine confirmations have reached us and
His aid is more manifest than light at all times. The luminary
of His grace is ever-shining; His bounty cannot be reckoned by
the pen, nor can ink suffice to recount His generosity. Every
person of insight acknowledges His grandeur and every hear-
ing ear confesses His sovereignty. His is the praise and the
bestowal, His the remembrance and the glorification. In one
instance He made the tongues of His loved ones the champions
of His Cause, and through them He revealed that which caused
decayed bones to stir. The decree of the Most Great Tongue
is mightier than the sword, and utterance more powerful than
the hosts and legions of creation.

Today the loved ones of God, exalted be His glory, are skilled
in treating ailments and steadfast in educating His servants.
They nourish and apportion sustenance to the children of the
world according to their measure and capacity. The Word, in
its primary essence, is the water of life for the dead of the world
and the hand of power for the salvation of nations. Through
a single exalted word, it draws man from the darkness of idle
fancies to the light of certitude, and from the deep pit to the
lofty palace. I beseech Him, exalted be He, to protect His loved
ones through the hosts of might and power and to aid them
with the swords of wisdom and utterance. Verily, He is the
Powerful, the Mighty, the Bestower.

Glorified art Thou, O Thou in Whose grasp are the reins of all
created things and the bridles of all contingent beings! I be-
seech Thee by Thy Most Great Signs and by the pearls hidden
in the treasuries of Thy Most Glorious Pen to make him who
seeketh Thee a bird soaring in the atmosphere of Thy nearness,
gazing toward Thy horizon, and speaking with wisdom and ut-
terance amongst Thy creatures. Then reveal unto him, O my
God, the oceans that lie concealed within Thy verses and hid-
den within Thy words, that the wine of mystic knowledge may
so intoxicate him that he will speak that whereby the hearts
of the followers of all religions will be attracted. Verily, Thou
art the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.
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The servant was seated during the days of fasting, contem-
plating the mysteries of his Lord’s Cause, the Mighty, the All-
Knowing, when one of the loved ones arrived with your letter.
I took it and opened it, whereupon the house and all around
it became perfumed, for it was adorned with the mention of
our and your Beloved. I drank from the cups of your utterance
the sweet waters of your sincerity, submission and orientation
toward God. After being immersed in the ocean of my Lord’s
grace, I approached the Dawning-Place of mysteries and the
Day-Spring of divine tokens, until I attained His presence and
presented what had flowed from your pen in remembrance of
your Lord. The Tongue of Grandeur spoke that whereby the
realities of all things were attracted. He spoke, and His word
is the truth:

i He is the All-Seeing, the All-Informed

O thou who art mentioned before the Divine Countenance!
Hear the call from the Most Exalted Horizon. He giveth thee
to drink of the Kawthar of bounty from the hand of thy Lord’s
loving-kindness, the Lord of all men. Verily, He witnesseth
and seeth, and He is the Mighty, the All-Seeing. Nothing es-
capeth His knowledge. He knoweth what is hidden in hearts
and minds, and seeth what is concealed in the treasuries of
the breasts of the righteous. I was walking in the House and
speaking the verses of thy Lord when the servant in attendance
entered and presented before the Countenance that which the
tongue of thy heart had spoken concerning the Cause of God,
the Lord of all mankind. We heard it and have answered thee
through this Tablet, which God hath made an ocean of gen-
erosity for the world and a fountain of life for the dead. By
My lifel Were it to be cast upon stones, rivers would gush
forth from them. Having drunk the sweet waters of mystic
knowledge from the cup of utterance, say:

Praise be to Thee, O Thou in Whose grasp are the reins of
all existence, for having honored me with Thy mention and
adorned me with the ornament of Thy Most Exalted Pen, from
which the mysteries have been revealed in the beginning and
the end. O my Lord! Thou seest me walking in Thy dominion
to exalt Thy Word, and speaking among Thy servants what
Thou hast commanded me in Thy Book. I beseech Thee by
the waves of the ocean of Thy grace, and by the Lamp which
Thou hast protected from tempestuous winds through the glass
of Thy strength and power, to ordain for me that which will
make me strong through Thy strength and powerful through
Thy will, that I may cast upon Thy servants, with wisdom
and utterance, that which will draw them nigh unto Thee and
sanctify them from the doubts of the people of Thy earth and
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the insinuations of those who have denied Thy favor. Then
assist me, O my Beloved, in that which will attract the hearts
of Thy creation. Verily, Thou art powerful over what Thou
willest, and in Thy grasp are the reins of earth and heaven.

O my Lord! Withhold not this servant from the outpourings of
Thy days, and deprive him not of the breezes of Thy revelation
and Thy inspiration. O my Lord! Strengthen me through
Thy bounty and fortify my limbs that I may cast aside my
will, taking hold of Thy will, and move not except by Thy
desire. Then write down for me, through Thy mercy which
hath preceded all created things, that which will comfort mine
eyes and the eyes of Thy servants, and assure my soul and the
souls of those in Thy lands. Verily, Thou art powerful over
what Thou willest. There is no God but Thee, the Mighty, the
Wise.

Hear in the Persian tongue: I beseech God to assist thee in that
which will cause the exaltation of His Word. O thou who gazest
upon the Countenance! The Sun of God’s favor hath dawned
from the horizon of grace, and the Ocean of divine knowledge
surgeth before thy face. Beseech God not to deprive His ser-
vants of the lights of the Day-Star of justice and fairness, for
whosoever attaineth unto these will become detached from all
else save God and will turn with heart and soul to the horizon
of the All-Merciful. Make mention of Siyyid Mustafa, upon
him be My glory, and Haji Siyyid Mihdi, upon him be My
glory, and the other friends on behalf of the Wronged One,
and remind them of the verses and favors of God. God willing,
may they be assisted and acquire, in this transient abode and
station, everlasting stations. Convey on behalf of the Wronged
One greetings and salutations to Faraj, upon him be My glory.
We beseech God to assist him in that which He loveth and
is pleased with, and to adorn him with that which beseemeth
these days. Verily, He is the Hearing, the Answering, the For-
giving, the Merciful. End.

His is the grace and the giving, His the favor and the glory. At
every moment the Day-Star of His favor appeareth with man-
ifest radiance. It hath been proven by argument and demon-
strated by clear evidence that He cannot be described by any
description save His own, nor known through any knowledge
but His own. However, He hath appointed for His loved ones
a spacious pavilion, and that is the confession of powerless-
ness and humility before the manifestations of His grandeur,
His might and His sovereignty. This powerlessness He hath,
through His grace, accepted and approved. His is the praise
and the thanks for His favors and bounties.
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Time and again that honored one has been and is mentioned
in the assemblage of the friends, and likewise in His presence I
beseech and implore God, exalted be His glory, to bestow great
profit upon the merchants of His knowledge. The people of the
earth have not yet become aware and are heedless of the fruits
of the Tree of reformation, concord and unity. They know not
whence they came and for what purpose they have come.

By the life of our Beloved and your Beloved, were they to
become aware to the extent of a needle’s eye, all would detach
themselves and lay hold - detach themselves, that is, from all
else but God, and lay hold of service to Him and His good-
pleasure. The Euphrates of mercy gives glad-tidings to the
thirsty, the Point of knowledge summons the ignorant, and His
loving-kindness bestows awareness upon the heedless. This is
the day of the most great bounty, for the most great horizon is
illumined with the lights of the Lord of destiny. Blessed is the
soul whom the vicissitudes of the world render not sorrowful
and whom the clamor of the nations prevents not from his
purpose. This Day is the Day whose mention hath flowed
from the Pen and been recorded in the Books of the past and
of the future. Blessed is he who hath turned unto it, and
drunk, and attained, and woe to the heedless, and woe to the
deniers. The friends of God, wherever and in whatever place
they may be, are remembered in the Most Holy Court. This
lowly one hath mentioned and doth mention each of them with
wondrous, sublime and exalted words of praise, and beseecheth
God, exalted be His glory, to adorn all with the raiment of
distinction.

O my God, my God! Deprive not the temples of Thy loved
ones of this robe. The temple is from Thee, the raiment from
Thee, the ocean of generosity and bounty is from Thee. Ordain
that which beseemeth Thy bestowal. Verily Thou art the All-
Bountiful, the Generous, the Most Merciful of the Merciful.

5 To the honored brother Haji Faraj'u’llah, upon him be the

Glory of God, I convey greetings and praise, and I beseech God,
exalted be His glory, to grant him success, that in every station,
every place, every land and every region he may be engaged
in service to the Cause and attain His favors. Mention was
made of Bashir - praise be to God, he is well and occasionally
mentions that honored one. God’s power is great - from dark
earth He hath brought forth a thousand kinds of fruits and
flowers of sublime and varied hues. Perchance He will cause
some glad tidings to appear from Bashir also, that is, that he
may attain to some service. Verily our Lord is the Powerful,
the Almighty. Glory and praise and honor be upon your honor
and upon those who are with you and who hearken to your
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words concerning the Cause of God, our Lord and your Lord

)ﬁL’M LJ:J"H ;‘)} ;.:J} L':) ‘&\/‘Lé

d the Lord of the mighty th d th Ited seat. N
and the Lord of the mighty throne and the exalted sea @)‘ s
The servant 9 Shawwal 1305 VYo dw d\;& 4 3 e2lE
ADMS#082 BRL_DA#589, DWNP_v4#01 p.003-
004x, MUH3.309-313
BHO01450

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)
Date: 1305-10-09 [1888-Jun-19]

He is God, exalted be His glory in greatness and power!

O beloved of my heart! In view of the multitude of letters
requiring responses and correspondence from various quarters,
there has not been, nor is there now, opportunity to mention
to that beloved one all that is befitting. Therefore, I write
briefly, and in this brevity, since the grace of God is concealed
therein and the sweet fragrance of His bounty wafts therefrom,
it is accounted as lengthy. Tonight, being the ninth night of
the blessed month of Shawwal, I mention, as commanded, that
which stirs the cord of love and brings to remembrance the
days of attainment to His presence.

His exalted Word: All that was previously sent has arrived,
and the items sent by the Afnan M.H.—upon him be all the
most glorious Glory—and the Leaf of the Tree (S.)—upon her
be my Glory and loving-kindness—have all arrived, and specif-
ically for each of the Leaves of the Tree a Most Holy, Most
Exalted Tablet was revealed and sent. End quote. The ser-
vant beseeches his Lord to strengthen them and aid them to
achieve that which He loves and is pleased with.

The arrival of the Leaves, and likewise the Holy and Impreg-
nable Tablets which some have specifically requested—some are
being sent in this instance and the remainder will be sent in
the next. Praise be to God, the bounty of the All-Bountiful is
manifest and evident at all times, and specifically revealed for
that beloved one is that of which every letter testifies to the
loving-kindness, compassion, and mercy of the Goal of all the
worlds.
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Another matter you wrote about: Aqa Jalil of Rasht has stayed
in Kirmanshah and is occupied with writing verses and teach-
ing. Although he was not commanded to teach, yet according
to a letter he wrote to the bearer of the Name of Generosity—
upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of God—he has arisen of
his own accord to serve. I beseech God, exalted be His glory,
to grant him divine confirmation and success. Some time ago,
a letter was also sent addressed to him, but his name is Aqa
Rasul while you wrote Aqa Jalil. In the matter of mentioning
names, great care and attention must be observed.

Two years ago, one of the friends besought Tablets from the
heaven of divine favor and wrote several names, but four names
were written incorrectly—for example, writing Muhammad in-
stead of Hasan, and Hussein instead of Ahmad. This causes
delay and confusion. Although these servants write the names
at the head of the Tablets according to how the friends mention
them, in any case this matter requires attention and consider-
ation so that names are written correctly.

Regarding the two sums of money about which you wrote in
these days—one from the Land of Ha and another from ‘Aliyyih—
news of their arrival has come; God willing, they will arrive.
As commanded, the sum of one hundred tumans must reach
Jinab-i-Samandar—upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of
God—as it was assigned to him to give to two persons, which
he has done and sent the receipt. That honored one must pay
the debt of God, exalted be His glory. Likewise, deliver fifty
tumans to the honored wife of him who ascended unto God
(the late Mirza Ahmad Khan) and send the receipt.

And He said: We must impose a fine upon Jinab-i-Amin! We
have one treasurer and he is bankrupt! Gracious God, there
is one treasury belonging to God, and that is empty of funds.
Indeed, by virtue of its exalted station, such a treasury ought to
be freed and sanctified from earthly things and not be confused
with the treasuries of the world.

Convey greetings and praise on behalf of this evanescent one
to the friends of God in every place. At all times I beseech and
implore from the heaven of the Lord of the Worlds’ grace that
He may increase their fire of love and illumine the hearts of all
with the light of knowledge and whatever is befitting. Verily,
He has power over all things.
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A Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet was also revealed and sent
specifically for the spiritual beloved, Jinab-i-Bayk—upon him
be the Glory of God and His loving-kindness. We beseech
God, exalted be He, to strengthen him, assist him, and open
before his face a door of His grace. Verily, He is the Powerful,
the Mighty.

Glory and remembrance and praise be upon you and upon
those who love you and hear your word concerning this mighty
Cause. Praise be to God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

The servant On the ninth night of the month of Shawwal, 1305
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To: Siyyid Ali Yazdi Husband of Hubbiyyih, in Eqypt
Date: 1305-10-10 [1888-Jun-20]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Greatness and Power!

My God, my God! Thou seest the sincere ones and the believ-
ers among the ungodly, the lovers among the adversaries, and
those who have turned toward Thee among the heedless. I be-
seech Thee, O Ordainer of all things and the One Who called
from the Mount, I implore Thee by Thy Name through which
the horizon of manifestation was illumined, to ordain for Thy
loved ones that which will diffuse the fragrance of Thy riches
among Thy servants. O Lord! Thou hearest the call of Thy
loved ones and beholdest their humility before the revelations
of Thy grandeur. I beseech Thee not to change their glory into
abasement, nor their exaltation into debasement. I testify, O
my God, that Thou hast raised them through Thy power and
exalted them through Thy will and purpose, until their men-
tion soared throughout Thy realms and their attributes among
Thy creation.

By Thy might, O Sovereign of existence and the One mani-
fest through Thy Name, the All-Loving, they desired naught
save the exaltation of Thy Word and clung to naught save
the cord of Thy grace. Ordain for them, O God of Names
and Creator of heaven, that which will draw them nigh unto
Thee and adorn them with such ornaments as shall illumine
the earth and heaven. O Lord! Withhold them not from the
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ocean of Thy mercy, nor from the revelations of the Orb of
Thy grandeur. O Lord! I am Thy servant, and this is Thy
Day wherein the earth hath been illumined by the light of Thy
bounty, the heaven by the radiance of Thy countenance, the
seas by the breezes of Thy generosity, and the mountains by
the flowers of Thy knowledge. Verily, Thou art the Omnipo-
tent over what Thou willest, and Thou art the Self-Subsisting,
the Almighty. There is none other God but Thee, the Mighty,
the Beloved.

O God, O Sovereign, O King! This scanty merchandise is
known through Thy Name; exalt it through Thy power. All
tongues speak by Thy might and acknowledge Thy power.
From this drop, cause to flow the river of wealth, and from
the ocean of Thy grace, the waves of abundance. Thou art
the One with power to prefer a handful of dust above the
heavens. Grant these servants dwelling in the shade of the
Tree of Glory and shower upon them the rain of Thy grace
and bounty. Thou art powerful and mighty. There is none
other God but Thee, the Omnipotent, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.

O Beloved of my heart! Thy call is the cause of exultation and
the reason for enkindlement, and the hearts of lovers yearn for
this exultation, for it hath been set in motion by the Sovereign
of His Will and made manifest through the King of His Pur-
pose. The letter arrived and the world arrived, for its horizon
was adorned with the name of the Beloved and illumined by
the light of His knowledge. After perusal, it was presented
before His presence, whereupon He said: “Upon thee be the
peace of God and His mercy. We beseech Him, exalted be He,
to manifest through you that which shall endure through the
endurance of His attributes, and to send down upon you from
the heaven of His bounty a blessing from His presence, and to
exalt you through His Name among His servants, and to spread
your traces through His grace and generosity.

Praise be to God, ye have attained unto that which hath no
likeness. This is the essence of glory, this is the treasure of
wealth, this is the source of exaltation and the repository of
the pearls of the knowledge of God, the Lord of the worlds.
And We beseech Him to adorn all possibilities with the lights
of your trustworthiness, your religiosity, and your steadfastness.
Verily, He is the All-Bountiful, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.
Peace be upon you and upon those who are with you and who
hearken unto your words concerning the Cause of God, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy.”
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It is hoped that the river will flow and the horizon will be
illumined, and the light of trustworthiness will prevail and en-
compass all regions, for it is evident to all that this party hath
had and hath no purpose save the reformation of the world
and the edification of the souls of nations. God, exalted be
His glory, is witness and testifier to this. In such case, His
grace will surely encompass all and His bounty will prevail.
Verily, He is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. There is
none other God but He, the Single, the One, the Mighty, the
All-Knowing.

I convey greetings to the spiritual beloved and true friend, his
honor J, upon him be God’s peace and grace. 1 beseech the
True One, exalted be His glory, that through his being com-
plete reform may come to pass in all matters, and that which
is the cause of joy and the source of gladness may be made
manifest. Such grace has not been and is not far from the
All-Bountiful Lord. We beseech God, our Lord and your Lord,
to ordain his meeting and presence, for verily He is the Ever-
Present, the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.

Likewise, I convey greetings to the spiritual beloved, one of the
two Most Great Names, his honor M.H., and to all other chosen
ones, upon them be 95 [Baha'u’llah]. I beseech from the ocean
of divine bounty that which will illuminate the world with the
light of justice and fairness. Verily He is powerful over all
things and is informed of and sees what is in the heart.

Concerning what was written about the spiritual friend, Aqa
Siyyid Faraj'u’llah, upon him be God’s peace, and likewise the
mention of his patience, tranquility, submission, resignation,
contentment and trust - these matters were presented and at-
tained the honor of being heard. What his honor ‘Ayn has
written is correct and is confirmed. Praise be to God, the be-
lievers have been and are content with the blowing of the winds
of divine will and heavenly destiny and decree. Their endeavor
is service to the Cause and their purpose is the good-pleasure
of the Beloved. This is the greatest adornment - blessed is the
soul whose temple is adorned thereby. O ‘Ali, upon thee be
My peace. Convey greetings from the Wronged One to him
and console him. We beseech God, exalted be He, to cause his
father to enter the highest Paradise with the angels and the
Spirit, to make him the companion of the Prophets and Mes-
sengers, and to send down upon him at all times that which
indicates His grace, care, generosity and bounty. Verily He is
the Generous, the Munificent.
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Praise be to God, they intended the goal, arrived and attained.
All the powers of the world are incapable of limiting this great-
est bounty. Blessed is he and blessed is he who has ascended,
and woe unto him who has denied God’s grace, mercy, care
and generosity - verily he is among the most lost in His clear
Book.

The Sun is rising, dawning and shining - what more can an
atom say or mention? This servant beseeches the True One,
exalted be His glory, to manifest a special deliverance for his
deliverance and ordain that which is the cause of salvation in
this world and the next, for we have not been and are not aware
of what harms or benefits us. He is the Knowing, the Informed.
None is aware of the requirements of His consummate wisdom.
Verily He is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed, and He is the
Powerful, the Mighty.

Regarding what was written about his turning towards Iran,
after presentation they said to consult and act upon whatever
becomes manifest. Verily He is with them and there shall ap-
pear from them what is best for them. Glory and praise and
laudation be upon you and upon those with you and those
who love you and hear your word concerning God’s Cause, the
Mighty, the All-Knowing.

The servant 10 Shawwal 1305
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To: Mirza Ali Muhammad Yazdi (Varga) et al., in Tabriz
Date: 1305-10-11 ¢ [1888-Jun-21]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Praise and glory beseem the Lord of all worlds Who hath
opened the gates of utterance through letters and made mani-
fest the Purpose through the Word. Exalted be His might! He
hath concealed the treasures of inner meanings in the vesture
of words and guided the sincere and near ones unto them. To-
day the ocean of meaning surgeth in every word, and the sun of
proof shineth resplendent from the horizon of every utterance.
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The pen falleth short of describing this station and its position
is far beyond the reach of tongue and utterance.

O my God, my Purpose, my Adored One, the All-Bountiful,
the All-Merciful! In all things are visible the signs of Thy grace
and manifest the tokens of Thy generosity. Have mercy and
guide the seekers to their Quest and lead those who aim at
their Goal. Though Thy servants are heedless, yet they are
weak; though they are remote, yet they are hopeful. The veils
of idle fancies have hindered them and the shrouds of vain
imaginings have debarred them from drawing nigh. O Gener-
ous One! Behold them with the eye of Thy bounty and act in
a manner befitting Thy grace. Deprive not these bare bones of
Thy wondrous fresh spirit, and leave not this handful of dust
bereft of Thy holy habitation. Thou art the All-Bountiful, the
All-Forgiving, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

And now, on this night, the eleventh of the month of Shawwal,
thy letter was received and it so happened that it was opened
in His presence and was presented. Thus did the tongue of our
Purpose speak forth from the Most Exalted Horizon. These
are His words, exalted be His utterance and sublime His proof:

In My Name, that speaketh in the Kingdom of Utterance

O Varqa! Upon thee be My remembrance, My praise, My
grace, My mercy and My glory. Blessed be thy temple in that
thou hast chosen for it the robe of servitude unto God, the
True One. By the life of God! Thou hast chosen what God
hath chosen for thee. He who recognizeth it and knoweth its
station will hold fast unto it, will arise to serve the Cause, and
will speak that which will draw mankind nigh unto God, the
Lord of all worlds. Thou hast spoken the truth, and We have
revealed for thee that whereby all things were attracted, as a
recompense for thy deeds and for thy mention of thy Lord, the
Lord of the mighty Throne. Verily, We answered thee before
thy remembrance and after it, and at this moment when the
Word of God hath shone forth from this manifest horizon. We
have sent down for every name thou didst mention that which
testifieth to My loving-kindness towards thee and My favor
upon thee. Verily thy Lord is the Forgiving, the Merciful.

Give thou glad-tidings unto My loved ones from Me and re-
mind them of that which will draw them nigh. I am the All-
Bountiful, the Ancient of Days. My mercy hath preceded My
servants and My loving-kindness hath encompassed those who
are in the heavens and on earth. O thou who gazest upon the
Countenance! Give thanks unto God, thy Lord, at all times.
He hath sent down for thee that which, were it to be cast upon
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the dust, it would speak; upon the bones, they would move and
arise; and upon the dead, they would speak by God’s leave, thy
Lord, the Lord of all worlds. Thus have We sent down the ta-
ble of utterance as a grace from Our presence and transmitted
it unto thee. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to aid thee in all
conditions and to assist thee in the victory of the Cause of this
wronged, this exiled One. The servant in attendance hath read
thy letter. We testify that thou didst turn to Him in the early
days and didst hear what the Tongue of Grandeur uttered, and
didst behold His most exalted horizon and the creaking of His
mighty and wondrous Pen, whereby the Concourse on high was
attracted, as were the dwellers of Paradise who rejoiced at the
mention of My momentous news, who chose for themselves a
path unto Him, and who attained unto that which none before
them had attained. However, most of the people are heedless.

We heard thy call. Praise be to God that thou hast attained
unto contentment. From thy letter wafted the blessed fra-
grance of pure servitude. Verily it hath been accepted, and
the Wronged One hath mentioned it with a remembrance that
no earthly thing can alter nor can the words of the opposers
conceal. Beseech thou God that He may enable all teachers to
achieve that which befitteth this day. Give thou glad-tidings to
all on behalf of the Wronged One and set them ablaze with the
heat of the love of God, that perchance they may attain unto
that for which they were created. Praise be to God that some of
the loved ones in that land and its surroundings have attained
unto that which is acceptable and remembered in the presence
of God. Blessed are they! The Glory shining and manifest
from the horizon of the heaven of My loving-kindness be upon
thee, upon thy children, and upon those who hearken unto thy
words concerning the Cause of God, the Self-Subsisting, the
All-Compelling.

This time events unfolded most favorably, for this servant had
intended to reach the Most Exalted Horizon and Supreme Sum-
mit. The servant of God arrived and delivered several letters
to this servant. At the moment of arrival, as commanded, the
letter from that beloved of hearts was immediately read and
attained the honor of being heard. At that very moment, an
answer descended from the heaven of the will of the Lord of all
men - exalted be His bounty and great is His dominion. From
the waves of the ocean of utterance, the degrees and stations
of grace, favor and generosity are clear and evident. May my
spirit be a sacrifice for His bounty!

Concerning what was written about the honored master, His
Excellency A. and H., upon him be the Most Glorious Glory
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of God, after being submitted to the Most Holy and Exalted
Presence, these exalted words were revealed, His exalted Word:

“O Alif, O Ha! Upon thee be the Glory of God, the Lord of
all things and the Master of all beings. The error which thou
didst suppose became the cause of the manifestation of bounty.”
And these exalted words were revealed from the Most Exalted
Horizon specifically for that person. In every word is concealed
an ocean of bounty and hidden a sun of grace. That which
thou didst perform was in accordance with wisdom, and thou
art commanded to act with wisdom. O A. and H.! I swear by
the Sun of Utterance, there hath been ordained for thee that
which the bird of imagination is powerless and incapable of
attaining. Thou hast attained unto the blessing of recognition
and received thy portion from the table of utterance, and thou
hast been assisted to turn towards and act in the path of God,
the Lord of the worlds. Thank Him for this most great favor
and say: “Praise be to Thee for having mentioned me time and
again and revealed for me that which shall not pass away, by
the everlastingness of Thy name, the All-Bountiful.”

2 Verily, they have attained unto that which most of the people

of the world are deprived and forbidden. One of their good
deeds is that their sons, both before and after, attained unto
that which is recorded and inscribed in the divine Books. In
these blessed days the two sons, upon them be the Glory of
God, together with two souls, upon them be the Glory of God,
arrived at the prison and attained the honor of hearing, be-
holding and being present. This is a station whose greatness
none save God, exalted be His glory, knoweth as it truly is.

Concerning what was written about Karbila’i Zaynal, upon
him be the Glory of God, after being submitted, the Luminary
of Permission shone forth from the horizon of will - His is the
grace and bounty, and His the remembrance and glory. In these
days a new governor has arrived in this city. Although until
now nothing but good has been manifested from him, verily
God our Lord knoweth what is in his heart and conscience,
and He is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

And regarding His Honour Aqa Siyyid Muhammad Mimgani —
upon him be the glory of God — They have written that after
the presentation of a petition, a Most Sacred Tablet specifically
for him was revealed and dispatched, that he might find therein
the fragrance of God, the All-Protecting, the Self-Subsisting.
His blessed and exalted utterance followeth:
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He is the Speaker before all faces! God, the Lord of all
the worlds, beareth witness that the Promise hath come to
pass and the Promised One hath appeared with manifest
sovereignty. He hath established the Laws, revealed the Book,
and manifested His straight Path. He hath spoken before all
faces and announced unto all His mighty Cause. Blessed art
thou in that thou hast desired righteousness in the days of thy
Lord, the Lord of the exalted Throne, when the shrill voice of
My Pen hath attracted thee and thou hast quaffed the choice
wine of utterance from the chalice of My bounty. Say:

O my God, my God! Unto Thee be praise in that Thou hast
given me to drink of the Kawthar of Thy knowledge and hast
acquainted me with the Dayspring of Thy verses. I beseech
Thee by those who have soared in the atmosphere of Thy near-
ness and have expended all that they possessed for the exal-
tation of Thy Word and the triumph of Thy Cause, to make
me severed from all save Thee and clinging fast to the cord
of Thy providence. Then I beseech Thee, O Sovereign of exis-
tence and He Who dominateth over the seen and the unseen,
to ordain that in my mention there be an influence from Thy
presence and a penetrating power from Thy realm, that it may
guide Thy servants unto Thy most great Path and draw them
nigh unto Thy most upright Cause. Verily, Thou art He Who
is powerful over whatsoever He willeth. There is no God but
Thee, the All-Protecting, the Self-Subsisting. End.

7 You have made mention of His Honour Aqa Rida Milani and

His Honour Aga Muhammad Sadiq Davatgar — upon them
both be the glory of God. After the presentation of their pe-
tition before the Sacred Presence, two Most Sacred Tablets
specifically for them were revealed from the heaven of grace
and bounty, that He might draw them nigh unto Him. Ver-
ily, He is the Merciful, the Forgiving. His blessed and exalted
utterance followeth:

He is the Dayspring from the horizon of the heaven of utterance

A Book whose fragrances have wafted forth and whose signs
have appeared! Blessed is he who hath heard Its call and be-
held Tts words. Verily, he is of those who have drawn nigh
unto God, the Lord of the mighty Throne. O Rida! Hearken
unto the call of thy Lord. Verily, He hath made mention of
thee with a mention that hath set ablaze the hearts of them
that have drawn nigh. Blessed is he who hath cast away idle
fancies in these days and hath turned unto God, the Mighty,
the Praiseworthy. Verily, He speaketh in every matter and cal-
leth all unto a horizon wherefrom hath dawned the Luminary
of utterance, by His Name, the Powerful, the Almighty.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

5 AW Gy @4 ol plal gBUI s
g B (e Ol 5525l 315 el sl
gl bl o gl 5 BN 51 ml 2l
gl oL K sl 5 o) ool il 5
ug:) ('L;‘ S Syl o)l kb Gk
3 e Kool 13 C:*U‘ &N oy

Sl U‘;KO‘GL::” G S

S s S ik ab I b A B
Sl ol o) TG 2 05
S Y e b 5zl 5 K5 D
Sips o bl od 0l ) Tl
S | Sl 7 Sele o2 Kl
J*‘OL syl A o el 5 2l
Sl o Tigis 5 S 0 U1 653 G
e s (e KLl Ul Sile
T L e sueil) ol O p Y S

o) e ) S\ VI AVY

a2 BT Ol 5 35 Loy BT Gl §3
S dagep 1y el Legle 155 Bl
2t Bl el = g5 5 i el 2 2
8 el i) 3l e 5 b ol ) Ol

A 5 SOl A sl skl

Ol el Bl o 321
A asb ol gl tleis b OE
&\w@w\ymawsbmg
8l SOy T et Loy b il G2l O
o ad il 281 4 i) 1 ST
Sl B A1 81 L eds (3 plas ) U
B Al B e s ol K gl 41 ab

) azil) el L g G2 4

o8

19



21

24

Vol. 86: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part III

BH00022

When thou beholdest the billows of the ocean of My utterance
and drinkest from the chalice of My bounty, say: O my God,
my God! I bear witness that by Thy light have the earth
and the heavens been illumined, and by the fire of Thy Cause
have the hearts of the chosen ones been enkindled, and by Thy
manifestation have the pillars of idols and the temples of vain
imaginings been shaken. I beseech Thee to aid me to turn unto
Thee, to be steadfast in Thy Cause, and to cling to the hem
of the robe of Thy bounty. O Lord! Thou beholdest one who
is needy and hath clung to Thy joyous Name. Ordain for him
that which will draw him nigh unto Thee, then ordain for him
whatsoever he desireth of the wondrous tokens of Thy grace.
Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty, the Bountiful.

And this is what was revealed for His Honour Muhammad
Sadiq:

In My Name, He Who is manifest in the Most Great Prison

A Book which the All-Bountiful hath revealed for him who
hath believed in the Return, that utterance may draw him nigh
unto the most exalted station. Say: O people! By God! That
hath appeared which was recorded in the Books of God, the
Lord of lords. The cry hath been raised in truth, and the Her-
ald hath proclaimed: “The Kingdom is God’s, the Sovereign of
necks!” The mountains have been crushed and the graves have
been raised up by the Word of God, the Self-Sufficient, the
Most High. The breeze of God hath blown and the fragrances
of revelation have wafted forth, yet most of the people are in
negligence and error.

Blessed is he who hath been refreshed by the pure waters of this
limpid stream, and woe unto every heedless doubter! When
thou hast attained unto My Tablet, turn thy face toward God,
the Lord of all that is seen and unseen, and say:

5 Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having mentioned me

when I was silent in Thy remembrance, and guided me when I
was heedless of Thy path, and awakened me when I was asleep.
I beseech Thee, O Lord of existence and Sovereign of the seen
and unseen, to ordain for this servant all the good Thou hast
sent down in Thy Book. Then adorn him, O my Best-Beloved,
with the ornament of trustworthiness and godliness and what-
soever beseemeth Thy days, O Lord of all beings and King of
the throne on high and of the dust beneath. There is none
other God but Thee, the Almighty, the Unconstrained.

26 The light of the Cause is shining in all directions, and the

Fire is manifest and ablaze in the Blessed Tree, and the ocean
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of utterance is at its highest surge in the realm of possibil-
ity, yet the seeker is nowhere to be found. As to what has
been the cause of this prevention, and what it is, the people of
the realms of justice and fairness are all bewildered, for that
which hath appeared hath no precedent. At every moment an
ocean of verses is revealed and the river of grace and bounty
floweth from the right hand of the throne, yet the people circle
round stagnant waters. This evanescent servant, throughout
the nights and days, clinging to the hem of the Lord of all
mankind, beseecheth that perchance He may bestow the cup
of meeting upon the dead, may awaken the heedless, and may
guide the ignorant to the ocean of knowledge. Verily our Lord
is the One Who hath power over whatsoever He willeth, and
He is the Commander, the Ruler, the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed.

As to what was written concerning the spiritual friend Aqa
Mirza ‘Abdu’llah - upon him be the Glory of God and His
favors - praise be to God, mention of him hath ever been and
still is before the Most Holy Court. That beloved of the heart
hath on every occasion presented mention of them before the
Holy Court, and likewise Aqa ‘Ali-Haydar - upon him be the
Glory of God - and some of the friends of the land of Ta have
made and continue to make mention of them.

As to what was written regarding the Holy Tablets, all was
properly done. Praise be to God, they reached Aga Mirza
‘Abdu’llah Kh A - upon him be the Glory of God. The ser-
vant beseecheth his Lord to confirm him in that whereby his
mention shall endure. Verily our Lord, the All-Merciful, is the
All-Bountiful, the Generous.

As to what was written regarding the family of the spiritual
friend A B - upon him be 96 [the Glory of God] - after be-
ing presented before His presence, these exalted words shone
forth from the Dayspring of utterance - His blessed and exalted
Word: “O Varga, upon thee be the Glory of God, the Lord of
all beings! In consideration of outward circumstances and the
general comfort of the people, their return to A B - upon him
be the Glory of God - would be good, but his remaining in
that land is more beloved and excellent. In any case, in these
matters consultation should be undertaken; whatever becomes
apparent, acting upon it will be acceptable in the sight of God.”

And as to what was written concerning the spiritual friends
Aqga Mirza Sulayman and Aqa Mirza Mihdi - upon them both
be the Glory of God - a hundred thousand thanks to the Best-
Beloved of the world that He enabled them and confirmed them
in their migration. They set out towards the Prison with pure
intent and have been and are mentioned in the presence of
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God. He hath said, and His Word is the Truth: “Verily those
who have migrated in the paths of God their Lord and have
turned to the Most Exalted Horizon, they are of the people of
Baha and the companions of the Crimson Ark. Upon them be
the mercy of God, the Lord of the worlds.” And after being
presented before the Most Holy Court, two Most Holy Tablets
were specifically revealed and sent for them. God willing, they
shall attain to supreme joy through the glad-tidings of this
great bounty. The word of the Lord, exalted and sanctified is
He:

He is the All-Witnessing, the All-Informed

We have sent down the verses and manifested the clear proofs
and sent down from the heaven of utterance the table of divine
knowledge. Blessed is he who hath attained and woe unto the
heedless! Today the heavenly table is being sent down at every
moment and bounty from the heaven of generosity descendeth
like a copious rain. Blessed are they who have attained unto
this most great gift and have drunk of the sealed wine in the
name of their Lord, the All-Glorious. Within this wine are
concealed effects and treasured wisdoms. It sanctifieth exis-
tence from all else save God and at every moment increaseth
the fire of His love. It causeth man to attain such a station
that he beholdeth all else besides God as non-existent and as
utter nothingness. This is of the bounty of God, the Lord of
the Mighty Throne. Ye have ever been remembered and con-
tinue to be remembered in the Most Holy Court.
through His grace this most great bounty and keep it hidden
from the thieves and the treacherous. Thus hath the Pen spo-
ken when the Wronged One was in a mighty fortress and a
manifest prison.

Preserve

And this is what was revealed for the other one, blessed and
exalted be His words:

He is the One Who speaketh in the heaven of utterance

35 This is a Book sent down in truth unto people who know,

and it guideth mankind unto the path of God, the Help in
Peril, the Self-Subsisting. Blessed is he who hath found the
fragrance of his Lord’s utterance and hath testified to that
which the Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken from His exalted
station. When thou hearest the call from the Most Sublime
Horizon, say: Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of Names and Cre-
ator of the heavens, for having illumined my heart with the
light of Thy knowledge and for having sent down unto me Thy
verses and caused me to hear Thy call. I beseech Thee by Thy
power which the hosts and ranks have failed to weaken, and
by Thy Name through which Thou hast subdued the worlds of
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the unseen and the seen, to make me in all conditions moved
by Thy will, holding fast unto Thy cord, and acting according
to what Thou hast revealed in Thy Book.

Praise be unto Thee, O my God, my Lord and my Support,
for having remembered me time and again, for having adorned
me with the ornament of Thy knowledge and enabled me to
turn unto Thee. I beseech Thee by Thy bounty and generosity
to aid me to remain steadfast in Thy Cause and to arise to
serve Thee. Thou art, verily, the One Who hath power over
whatsoever He willeth. There is none other God but Thee, the
Ordainer, the All-Wise. O my God, send Thy blessings upon
Thy loved ones and chosen ones who broke not Thy covenant
and Thy testament, and whom the clamor of Thy creatures
and the doubts of those of Thy servants who have violated Thy
trust, denied Thy beauty, and rejected Thy manifestation and
Thy verses, did not deter. I beseech Thee, O God of Names, to
send down upon me from the heaven of Thy bounty that which
will draw me nigh unto Thee. Thou art, verily, the Almighty,
the Powerful, and worthy to grant this prayer.

7 Praised be God! In these days the emigrants have attained

in every day, and the fragrance of Revelation hath been dif-
fused at every moment. They have attained unto that which
hath no likeness or parallel. Their endeavors are praiseworthy,
their deeds are righteous, and their presence and visitation are
accepted. That spiritual beloved one must convey these glad-
tidings unto them. This word was heard from the Tongue of
Grandeur, and its lofty station and exaltation are known and
evident unto that one.

One of the two sons who outwardly had not attained permis-
sion. The beloved of the heart, his honor Amin, upon him be
the Most Glorious Beauty of God - hath sent a letter to this
servant requesting permission, and after it was presented at
the Most Holy and Exalted Court, it was adorned with the
ornament of acceptance and permission. Blessed be their two
sons and their mother, and those who have attained unto the
bounty of God, our Lord and your Lord, our Goal and your
Goal, and the Goal of all who are in the heavens and the earth.
The loved ones of that land are all remembered, and this ser-
vant beseecheth God, exalted be His glory, to illumine and set
ablaze all of them at every moment with the light of steadfast-
ness and the fire of love. He is the Powerful, the Mighty, and
the Lord of the Last and the First.

The letter of his honor A. and H., upon him be the Glory of
God and His bounty, which was in his handwriting, arrived and
after it was presented at the Most Holy and Exalted Court, this
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response shone forth from the Dayspring of God’s Command -
His words, blessed and exalted is He:

He is the Guardian over all names

O Ahmad! The One, the Single, hath made mention of thee
with verses whose fragrance hath been diffused throughout the
world. Blessed is he who hath found and attained. Verily he is
of the people of the cities of My mercy and My loving-kindness.
Upon him be the glory of God and the glory of all who are in
the heavens and the earth. We have heard thy call and have
answered thee, and We have made thy deeds a trust from thee
with God, the Powerful, the Trustworthy. Give thanks unto
God for this most great favor. Verily He created thee and
manifested thee and showed thee that which hath shone forth
from the horizon of the heaven of His knowledge. He is the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Say: My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having men-
tioned me through Thy mighty verses and aided me to turn
toward Thy most exalted horizon, and for having sent down
unto me that which hath attracted the dwellers of the King-
dom of Names. By Thy might! Whenever I turn toward the
ocean of Thy bounty and the heaven of Thy generosity, I find
within myself the fire of longing and yearning, and whenever I
witness the heedlessness of Thy servants, bewilderment and de-
spair seize me from every direction. I beseech Thee, O Sender
of verses and Revealer of clear signs, by the effulgences of the
lights of the Sun of Thy Most Great Name from the horizon
of the world, to assist me in all conditions to do what Thou
lovest and approvest. Then send down upon me and upon Thy
servants the rain of mercy and success. Verily Thou art the
Cleaver of the daybreak and the Sender of the winds. There is
no God but Thee, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

Praise be to God! The waves of the ocean of bounty have
appeared before the faces of men in such wise that none but
the blind of the world would deny it. Every possessor of insight
hath testified and doth testify, and every possessor of hearing
uttereth and speaketh “Thine is the grace and bounty, O Lord
of the nations!” Although the people are now heedless, yet
there shall come a day when they shall remember and bewail
their own selves. The servant beseecheth his Lord to purify
their hearts from vain imaginings. Verily He is the Lord of
mankind and the Master of days.

And concerning the two persons mentioned in the letter, after
they were specially presented, there was revealed for each that
which testifieth to the mercy, kindness and bounty of God,
exalted be His glory. This is what was revealed for his honor
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Mir Ali Asghar Askui, upon him be the Glory of God. His
words, blessed and exalted is He:

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise

O Mir Ali-Qabl-i-Asghar! Upon thee be the Glory of God, Lord
of Destiny. All the Prophets and Messengers came specifically
to guide creation to the straight path, yet the heedless servants
accepted not the message of their Lord in the early days of any
of them. Some they denied, and others they called sorcerers,
and there befell those Gems of existence that which caused
the realities of all things to lament. Though their purpose was
naught but the elevation of souls, each faction clung to some
vain imagination and was deprived of the light of the Sun of
Truth. Praise be to the Purpose of the world Who favored
thee and guided thee to the horizon of understanding. Know
thou the value of this station and say: “Praise be to Thee, O
my God, for having enabled me to turn toward Thee and for
illumining my heart with the light of Thy knowledge. I beseech
Thee by the lights of Thy countenance and Thy Cause, through
which Thou hast subdued the earth and heaven, to make me
steadfast in Thy love and to enable me to drink the choice wine
of immortality from the hand of Thy bounty. Verily, Thou art
the All-Powerful, the Almighty.”

And this was revealed for Karbala’i Ahmad-i-Milani, upon him
be the Glory of God:

He is the One Who standeth by His Name, the Self-Subsisting

O Ahmad! Ahmad (Muhammad) the Messenger — may the
spirit of all else be sacrificed for His sake — came with the
verses of the Furqan. The followers of religions denied Him
and called Him a liar. Whenever the Dawning-Place of divine
verses and the Source of heavenly commands appeared from
the horizon of will, the people arose in denial and increased in
hatred. And in those ages the might of kings and princes and

the power of the divines were not as they are in these days.

When the time of this Most Great Revelation arrived, it was
observed that kings possessed supreme sovereignty and were
firmly united, while the divines appeared with utmost power,
and electrical currents moved in every direction, and fire-ships
traversed land and sea. All these things outwardly appeared as
instruments of harm and impediments for the friends of God,
exalted be His glory. Yet this Wronged One called out before
all faces without any veil or covering, and summoned all to the
straight path. The instruments of the world and the veils of
the nations prevented Him not. Blessed is the strong one who
arose to serve the Cause, and the speaker who spoke among
the people. We beseech God to assist thee and enable thee to
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hold fast to His cord and cling to the hem of His mercy. Verily,
He is the All-Bountiful, the All-Generous, the All-Hearing, the
All-Responding.

Praise be to God! That which was revealed specially for these
two souls beareth witness to the grace, favor and mercy of God,
exalted be His glory. The cause of this enduring bounty and
heavenly food was the honored and beloved Jinab-i-Alif and
Ha, upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of God. Well is it
with him and pleasant it is for him. In truth, from the earliest
days until now they have stood firm in service and have been
engaged in remembrance. This is a great bounty and a mighty
favor that they have attained unto. Another letter from that
beloved of the heart, which contained the water of life, arrived.
Praise be to God, its pure water was the cause of joy and
gladness, and its effect was the source of delight and expansion.
Praise be to the true Benefactor Who confirmed that spiritual
beloved one and singled him out for His grace. And after its
presentation in the Most Holy, Most Exalted Presence, these
sublime words were revealed from the Mother Book. His word,
blessed and exalted is He:

In My Name, the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing

O thou who speaketh My praise, who gazeth toward My hori-
zon, and who standeth in service to My Cause! We have
adorned thee with the ornament of Our loving-kindness and
mercy, and have imparted unto thee Our Word, and have
manifested thee for the promotion of Our Cause amongst Our
servants. The servant who is present hath at this hour ap-
peared, made mention of thee, and presented before Our coun-
tenance that which thou didst send. Thereupon the ocean of
loving-kindness surged with the waves of mercy and bounty,
and through it grace shone forth from the horizon of eternity.
We have mentioned thee in such wise as hath enraptured the
Concourse on High, and caused the Spirit to emerge from its
Most Glorious Station in its longing to hearken unto My call,
until it appeared before My face and proclaimed with the most
exalted voice: O peoples of earth and heaven! This is He Who
was hidden in the eternity of eternities! This is He in Whose
remembrance the Books of God, the Lord of the Throne and
of the dust, were revealed! Beware, O people of the earth,
lest ye deprive yourselves. Cast away what ye possess, then
hasten with your hearts to the station wherein He Who is Self-
Subsisting hath been established upon the Throne of Revela-
tion and proclaimeth: “Verily, there is none other God but Me,
the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.”
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Blessed art thou for having confined thine affairs to My remem-
brance and praise and to the service of My Cause, the Mighty,
the Beloved. Remind My loved ones on My behalf, give them
the glad-tidings of My grace and mercy, and illumine them
with the lights of My wondrous utterance. We have sent down
for them that which calleth out with the most exalted voice
and testifieth to My grace and generosity that hath encom-
passed all existence, both seen and unseen. Joy be unto him
who hath attained unto the lights of My Kingdom, and woe
unto every remote denier.

The enumeration of divine favors is in truth impossible. When-
ever mention was made of that beloved of hearts in the Most
Holy Court and gained the honor of being heard, the ocean
of loving-kindness was so tempestuous and the sun of grace
so resplendent that all are incapable and fall short of describ-
ing it. This evanescent servant beseecheth and imploreth God
that through the education of that beloved one and the friends,
people worthy of this Revelation may appear, who shall see all
save God as non-existent and all names as lost before His Name.
Verily, He is powerful over all things.

Mention was made of the spiritual friend, his honor Huda, upon
him be the Most Glorious Glory of God. Praised be God that
the signs of his remembrance and praise are evident. He re-
vealed that which testifieth to the sincerity of his intention
and the purity of his nature. This is from God’s grace which
He bestoweth upon whomsoever He willeth. After mention was
made of his name in the Most Holy and Most Exalted Court,
these sublime words were revealed from the heaven of grace.
His mighty utterance, exalted be His proof:

We are the Manifest One, speaking in the Most Great Prison

Praise be to God that in the breath of the loved ones the effect
of the water of eternal life is evident, whereby they give new
life and bestow a fresh spirit upon decayed bones. O Huda!
The Lord of all creation hath remembered thee before, and
before that before, and at this moment. Verily, He is the All-
Bountiful, the Most Generous. Thy remembrance hath ever
been present in the Most Holy Court; thou dwellest beneath
the canopies of grandeur. Though outwardly distant, blessed
be thy heart for having turned, thy face for having been di-
rected, thine ear for having heard, and thy tongue for having
uttered the remembrance and praise of God among His ser-
vants. He is with thee, hearing and seeing, and He is the
All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. We beseech God to confirm thee
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in that wherein thou art. Verily, He is the Almighty, the All-
Powerful. The glory shining from the horizon of My loving-
kindness be upon thee, upon those with thee, and upon all
who are steadfast and firm.

And specifically for his honor the aforementioned Khan, upon
him be the Glory of God and His favors, one Most Holy and
Most Exalted Tablet was revealed from the Kingdom of grace
and was sent. God willing, they will drink from the divine
Kawthar that is concealed within the verses and attain unto the
Most Great Steadfastness, upon which all degrees of knowledge
depend.

This is what was sent down from the heaven of the will of our
All-Knowing, All-Wise Lord to Ismail Pasha Khan Khu’i. His
blessed and exalted Word:

He is the One Who watcheth over His loved ones

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him. His is the
bounty and the giving, His is the power and the might in this
world and the next. He ordaineth in the Most Exalted Paradise
for whomsoever He willeth that which shall never end, through
the eternity of His Most Beautiful Names and His Supreme At-
tributes. He is the Powerful One Whom the happenings of the
world cannot prevent from mentioning His Most Great Name.
He hath appeared and manifested what He desired before the
faces of all people. He is the Powerful, the Unconstrained.

2 Praise be to God, thou hast drunk from the wine of divine love

and turned toward His horizon in days when most of the people
of the world were aflame with the fire of hatred and clung to
the cord of rejection and heedlessness. Praise the Goal of all
the worlds Who aided thee to recognize the Dawning-Place
of Revelation and the Source of His verses. He is the All-
Bountiful, the Generous.

The greatest glad-tidings is that thy letter arrived and was fa-
vored with attention and adorned with the ornament of accep-
tance. Thank thy Lord and say: “My God, my God! Praise be
to Thee for having guided me to the horizon of Thy Cause, for
having made me hear Thy call, for having given me to drink the
Kawthar of immortality from the hand of Thy bounty, and for
having shown me the traces of Thy Most Exalted Pen through
Thy grace and generosity. I beseech Thee, O Lord of existence
and Educator of the seen and unseen, to ordain for me through
Thy grace and mercy that which will draw me near unto Thee
and benefit me in all the worlds of Thy worlds. I am Thy ser-
vant and the son of Thy servant, acknowledging Thy oneness
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and that which Thou hast revealed in Thy Books, Thy Scrip-
tures and Thy Tablets. There is none other God but Thee, the
One with power over whatsoever Thou willest through Thy
word ‘Be’ and it is. O my Lord! Thou seest me standing be-
fore the door of Thy grace. I beseech Thee not to disappoint
me through Thy bounty. Verily Thou art the Lord of the King-
dom and the Dominion, and the Possessor of might and power.
There is none other God but Thee, the All-Compelling, the
Self-Subsisting.”

Concerning what was written about the beloved of hearts, Aqa
Muhammad Karam (upon him be the Glory of God and His fa-
vors), after it was presented before the Most Holy and Exalted
Presence, these verses were revealed. His blessed and exalted
Word:

5 “O Varqa! Upon thee be My glory, My favors and My mercy.

Thou hast been the cause of mentioning My loved ones and
My chosen ones. We beseech God to ordain for thee the re-
ward of this deed. Verily He is the Powerful, the Mighty. The
‘Ayn and Ta have attained the station of standing before the
gate of grandeur and glory, and heard the Call with their ears
and witnessed the horizon of Manifestation with their eyes.
Give them the glad-tidings of this Most Great Remembrance
and this Supreme Favor which hath encompassed earth and
heaven.” In truth, the honored ‘Ayn and Ta are holding fast
to that which is right and are among those souls concerning
whom He saith “and of them is he who hasteneth toward good
deeds.” We beseech God to assist him, strengthen him and
make his influence enduring among the people. Verily He is
the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

In truth, they do not hesitate in matters of goodness, even
though outwardly circumstances may not appear favorable to
their will and nature. Nevertheless, they strive and endeavor
to the extent possible, nay beyond that, and are swift in good
deeds. Well is it with him and blessed is he.

And concerning the mention of the beloved of hearts, His
honor Haji Mirza Haydar-‘Ali, upon him be the Glory of God,
the Most Glorious, after his name was presented at the Most
Exalted Horizon, these supreme words were revealed. Thus
speaks the Lord, exalted and sanctified be He: The Wronged
One beareth witness to the arising of Haydar-‘Ali to promote
the Cause of God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. O Varqa!
By the life of God, divine confirmation hath seized him and
heavenly support hath accompanied him. At times he is occu-
pied with writing, and at others with the mention and praise of
the Desired One. The tribulations of the world and the hatred
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of the nations did not prevent him from accepting and teach-
ing the Cause. The word of contentment hath been revealed
from the Supreme Pen concerning him. Blessed is he and joy
be unto him. In the word of testimony of the Wronged One lie
concealed the oceans of bounty and the hidden pearls of grace.
From the beginning of days until now he hath not ceased in
this manifest Cause and its promotion amongst the servants.
Verily We were with thee and with him, We hear and see, and
We are the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing, and We are the Mighty,
the All-Bountiful.

Glory be to God! The whole world was created for the recogni-
tion of this Most Great Cause and its promotion, yet none at-
tained thereunto save a few chosen ones who are adorned with
the distinction of His special favors and are blessed with His
particular bounty. It behooveth all to supplicate God, exalted
be His glory, on behalf of these few chosen ones whatsoever is
worthy of His generosity and bestowal.

Another letter brought supreme joy to the Supreme Scene and
attained the honor of being heard. Thy supplication was pre-
sented in its entirety, and after its completion these verses were
revealed from the Dayspring of the favors of the Desired One
of all worlds. Thus speaketh the Lord, exalted and sanctified
be He:

He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing

O thou who hast clung to My cord and drunk the choice wine
of My utterance! The face of My mercy hath turned toward
thee from the horizon of My prison, and calleth thee with that
which diffuseth the fragrance of My utterance throughout My
earth and My heaven, that thy remembrance may endure in
My Kingdom. Verily thy Lord is the Generous, the Possessor
of great bounty. We were speaking the verses of My grandeur
and gazing upon the horizons of My kingdoms when the servant
in attendance appeared before My face and read that where-
with thou didst commune with God, thy Lord and the Lord of
the Kingdom and the dominion, the Possessor of majesty and
might. We have heard thy call and the yearning of thy heart
and thy lamentation and cry in separation. We beseech God
that through thy call He may raise the heads of the heedless
from slumber. Verily He is the most powerful of the powerful
and the most merciful of the merciful. O Varqa! Upon thee be
the ocean of My glory and upon thy descendants. Verily thy
Lord is the Announcer, the All-Knowing. Praise be unto Him,
for He is the Desired One of all worlds.
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In every word lie concealed the oceans of bounty. In truth, that
beloved of hearts hath attained unto the glances of the favor
of the Lord of creation. A hundred thousand times blessed art
thou! The servant beseecheth God, exalted be His glory, to
grant the servants success in turning unto Him, drawing nigh
unto Him, and hearkening unto the verses of His grandeur.
Verily He is the All-Bountiful, the Generous.

Thou didst mention the spiritual friend, his honor ‘Ayn-Qaf-
Ya, upon him be the Glory of God, the Most Glorious. His
mention hath been and is before the Most Holy Court. Last
week a special Tablet was revealed for him and sent with the
Tablets for that land, and after his mention was presented at
the Most Exalted Court, these sublime words were revealed
specially for him from the horizon of favor. He saith, blessed
and exalted be He:

In My Name, the Speaker in the Prison of ‘Akka

We bear witness that the Eye hath drunk the wine of My loving-
kindness from the chalice of My bounty, and hath heard My
call when it was raised from the direction of My prison, and
hath attained unto the fragrances of revelation in My days,
and hath turned unto Me when most of My servants turned
away. This is a testimony that hath shone forth and appeared
from the horizon of My Most Exalted Pen. Blessed is he, then
blessed is he, and the glory be upon him and upon whoever
hath mentioned him in his book.

O Ba! Upon thee be glory! In every instance, from all direc-
tions, while the breezes of thy mention are wafting and blowing,
thy remembrance is mentioned at the court of God, exalted be
His glory, and thy name exists, adorned with the ornament of
My Beautiful Name. Rejoice and be of the thankful ones.

This evanescent servant is, in most times, engaged in their
remembrance. Praise be to God, they are aflame with the fire
of divine love and illumined with the light of His knowledge,
and this is the cause and reason for the joy of the hearts and
souls of the friends. Concerning what they wrote about the
mention of the friends of Saysan, upon them be the glory of
God, after being presented at the Most Holy and Most Exalted
Court, these suns of utterance shone forth from the horizons
of divine knowledge, utterance and wisdom. His blessed and
exalted Word:

In the Name of the Powerful Speaker

O people of Saysan! Repeatedly have ye been blessed with
the revelation of the Most Exalted Pen. By the Essence that
was manifested from the special treasury of the blessed word “I
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was a hidden treasure,” the world and all that is therein cannot
equal one word revealed from the treasury of the Most Exalted
Pen. Do ye know Who speaketh and Who hath turned towards
you? By the life of God! If ye truly discover and know this,
ye will behold yourselves detached from the world and all who
dwell therein. The immature ones of the world have attempted
to mislead sanctified souls. Verily I say, these days have no
peer or likeness. Know ye their value. Ye shall not attain unto
the station of knowledge save through the fear of God. We
beseech God, the Lord of the Throne and earth, to adorn your
temples with the ornament of godliness and your heads with
the crown of detachment. Verily, He is the Almighty, the Pow-
erful. Blessed are ye and your dwellings. Verily, We perceive
from them the fragrance of My love, the Mighty, the Won-
drous. We counsel you to perform good deeds and manifest
goodly character, then We counsel you to unity and harmony,
and to wisdom, wherewith We have commanded you in the
Holy Books and Tablets.

Contention and corruption have been forbidden. All must hold
fast unto that which is righteous. Today if anyone reviles a
loved one of God and he showeth patience, God will ordain for
him the reward of a martyr. Blessed are the patient ones, and
happy are the patient ones. O friends! The life of this world
is not worth mentioning. Soon shall extinction overtake it.
Strive ye that perchance ye may quicken a soul with the water
of divine utterance in a spirit of joy and fragrance, or sanctify
a heart from the dust of idle fancies through the Kawthar of
grace. The station of man is good deeds, while oppression and
tyranny are the deeds of the foolish. In all conditions be ye
thankful and merciful, not deniers and oppressors. Pray for
those in authority, show not enmity. Were God to unveil to
them what He hath unveiled to you, they would hasten with
their eyes and hearts to the Most Exalted Horizon. Verily,
grace is in His hands, and power unto you and unto those who
have held fast to His firm cord and His mighty announcement.

The mention of his honor Siyyid Muhammad, upon him be the
glory of God, hath proceeded from the Tongue of Grandeur.
We beseech God, exalted be He, to confirm him in His service.
In the Most Holy Book hath been revealed concerning the edu-
cation of children and the training of human beings that which
is enduring and eternal, whose fragrance shall never fade. Ver-
ily, We glorify him from this station that he may thank his
Lord, the Glorified, the All-Knowing.

2 I supplicate and beseech the True One, exalted be His glory,

to assist His party in that which will cause the exaltation of
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His Word and the elevation of His Cause, and lead to the man-
ifestation of sanctity and the emergence of detachment. Praise
be to God, the companions of Milan, upon them be the glory
of God and His mercy, have outstripped most lands and have
drunk from the choice wine of the utterance of Him Who is the
Goal of all the worlds. And the people of Saysan, upon them
be the glory of God, have attained to that which most of the
people of the earth are deprived of. This is through the bounty
of God, our Lord and the Lord of all who are in the heavens
and earths.

Mention hath been made of the spiritual friend, his honor Ibn-
i-Dakhil, upon him be the glory of God, the Sovereign, the
Mighty, the Glorious. Some time ago there was revealed from
the heaven of the Will of Him Who is the Goal of all the worlds,
especially for him, that from whose every word the light of
bounty shone forth and the Sun of Truth dawned. And now,
after his name was mentioned in His presence, this utterance
was revealed from the Tongue of Grandeur:

His word, mighty be His proof and great His majesty: “O Ibn-
i-Dakhil! Thou art he who hath attained unto My days, and
hath drunk the choice wine of My utterance, and hath beheld
the horizon of My Revelation, and hath heard My call. Verily,
His Holiness the Trusted One hath made thy deed a treasure
for thee with Him. He, verily, is the All-Bountiful, the All-
Wise. Remind the people of that which hath been sent down
from the Kingdom of My utterance, and give them the glad-
tidings of God’s loving-kindness, the Lord of all worlds. Say:
This is the Day whereon the Herald hath called out from a
near place, and the Cry hath been raised in truth from God,
the Almighty, the Powerful. The earth hath been illumined
with the light of its Lord, and the Mount hath attained unto
Him Who converseth with it, the Mighty One. O Ibn-i-Dakhil!
The people behold the signs of God yet deny them, and hear
His call yet turn away from it. Say: O concourse of men! By
God, the Lord of Destiny hath established Himself upon the
Throne, and every hidden secret hath been revealed. Turn with
illumined hearts unto His Most Great Prospect and His Most
Pure Station. Beware lest the doubts of the people keep you
back from the Self-Subsisting One, or the might of the wolves
deter you from the Lord of the Final End. Cast the world
behind you, taking the chalice of immortality in the name of
your Lord, the Most Glorious.”

5 When the utterance reached this most exalted station, all

things cried out: “O servants of the All-Merciful! The Balance
hath been set up, the Path hath appeared, the Most Great
Ocean hath surged before your faces, and the fragrance of
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God hath wafted among you. Thank the Lord for this bounty
which hath encompassed all existence, both seen and unseen.
The glory from Us be upon thee and upon those who have
heard thy call and have turned unto God, the Protector, the
Self-Subsisting.”

Glory be to God! For the sword of utterance there hath been
and is no peer or likeness. The penetration of this sword is
mightier and sharper than that of a sword of steel. Praise be
to our Lord, the All-Merciful, Who hath forbidden His loved
ones from oppression and tyranny, and from corruption, con-
flict and contention, and hath made victory to lie in utterance
and naught else. It behooveth us and all the people of the world
to thank Him for this great bounty. There is no God but Him,
the Forgiving, the Merciful. Praise be to God! His honor hath
attained unto service, teaching, attainment, reunion and the
presence of God. I beseech the True One, exalted be His glory,
to grant him assistance and confirmation. Verily our Lord is
the One Who hath power over whatsoever He willeth through
His word “Be” and it is.

7 That mention was made of his honor Habib Nurani and his

honor Mulla Husayn, upon them be the Glory of God and His
bounty, and likewise of the luminous attraction of the wondrous
Beauty - this was presented at the Most Holy and Most Exalted
Threshold. His blessed and exalted Word: “O Varga! O thou
who gazest toward My horizon, who standest before the gate
of My grandeur, and who speaketh My praise! All bounty is
in the hand of God, thy Lord, the Lord of the Mighty Throne.
Verily He maketh the highest of His servants lowest, and the
lowest highest. He is the Powerful, the Mighty.

s Consider and reflect upon what hath come to pass. The sister

of this Wronged One remained leagues distant from the Truth,
while that handmaiden attained the honor of nearness and re-
union. Yea, the banner ‘there are no ties of kinship among you’
hath been raised, and the standard ‘on the day when man shall
flee’ hath been hoisted to the highest station in the world. This
sister was not with Us and had not seen Yahya in this Cause.
Out of love for the world and attachment to the possessors of
glory and wealth, she passed by the Wronged One and joined
the oppressor. She became associated and affiliated with the
enemies in this great betrayal, and now burneth with the fire
of hatred. She hath manifested such deceit that the world
is astonished thereby. She hath no knowledge of this Cause
whatsoever, but hath adopted countless deceptions from cer-
tain manifestations of Satan. She hath appeared in supreme
wickedness and risen up to harm the Wronged One. Convey
greetings from the Wronged One to the new leaf and gladden

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Dot @l Jad) e, S 158l Sy
e B o Tl 35ll 5 il pp 50 )
el 1 181 (S g il e

et 5 St Ol Ca L3l O
@\L\,ru\wa\s}awjuf
gr B ol ) A e G 358 )
5sladll ooy LI 5 B e ol
o N 0L G 3 pad) Jor 5 JIk) 5 ¢150)
Y plaall Jad g o2 Ol JaY 5 U
Sl Ol a4 b o1 e Y1
FB U, dloy 5 s 5 e 5 S
54Ol sl ) A e G ) e
ds byl oyl o by, O b 35

058 of

G Do Sl Gy Ca Sl 55 &
455 tade Cimd 5 wle BT 4
8l C:a\ Colo y3 Woge 1y amay Wb
LBy b e s SOl 4 b e
Oy Koy il sy & Jadl O S bl
3 i ol sl Jag &l el Al

Ll il g 4 le] il

e Sy oF s ear @l ol )
0355 de #asl 5 Ko oy G ) (Ko b i
guw;c&;tmu},g}aﬂ
eie el ol h pn B s pbs S
bt soss bl als o Cpan ll
Cldl y b e a b san ) ol s
i s 2 pllan 31 5 e Ol
plate 1ol (8 il G a5 sy
AL R Jrite a5l sy e
BT ) ) ) 1l e ST 51 Je 8 o
Sl ol alln 51 g 51 S 4
sodd s (o8 Oslatt os st ol qazV
"5 polin J3 51 oo b3 (‘J”ﬁ’-‘;’f-
U Wl PP
Wioe b s B gob Jls fyg e Cid

73

86

88



89

91

Vol. 86: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part III

BH00022

her with the effulgent rays of the Sun of Truth. Blessed is
she and blessed is he who hath recognized her, taught her and
guided her to the path of God, the Lord of earth and heaven,
the Master of the hereafter and of first beginnings.” End.

He is God. O Mustafa! Upon thee rest the Glory of God, the
Lord of all mankind. Take thou a cup from My sealed wine,
and drink thereof in My Name, the Self-Subsisting. Verily, it
shall draw thee nigh unto thy Lord, and shall admit thee within
the pavilion of knowledge, wisdom, and utterance. Exalted is
the All-Merciful, the Bestower of this most great bounty, and
He Who giveth to drink of this purest Kawthar. Shouldst thou
attain thereunto, say: Praise be unto Thee, O Ocean of bounty;
and grace be unto Thee, O King of the Kingdom of Names.

He is God. O Muhammad-Taqi! Hearken unto My call from
the direction of My prison. Verily, it shall draw thee unto
Mine horizon, and shall cause thee to drink of the Kawthar
of utterance from the hand of My bounty. It shall preserve
thee from all else save Me, and shall bring thee nigh unto
the carpet of My holiness. Shouldst thou inhale the fragrance
of My loving-kindness, say: O my God, my God! Praise be
unto Thee, inasmuch as Thou hast guided me, through the
light of Thy Cause, unto the Dayspring of Thy verses and the
Dawning-place of Thy clear tokens. I bear witness that Thou
hast appeared and hast manifested that which shall cause the
names of Thy servants to endure through the perpetuity of
Thy Names and Thy Attributes. Verily, Thou art powerful to
do what Thou willest, and in Thy grasp is held the rein of all
who are in the earths and in the heavens.

He is God. O Qasim! The Sun of Truth, in this darksome
night, hath from the horizon of Akka turned toward thee, that
He may make mention of thee. Knowest thou who He is? He
is God, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting. Praise thou thy
Lord, then render thanks unto Him for this bounty, which, were
it pressed by the hands of love and faithfulness, the Kawthar
of life would drip therefrom for all who dwell in the realm of
being. Cleave thou unto wisdom, then lead the people into the
city of utterance, by command of God, thy Lord, the Almighty,
the All-Bountiful.

He is God. O Ustad! Abraham, the Friend, came, and they
cast Him into the fire; Muhammad they called a liar; Moses
they named a sorcerer; and the Spirit they denounced as an
infidel. This unjust people have ever turned away from the
Truth; their faces have failed to attain unto the light of accep-
tance, save whomsoever thy Lord hath willed. By the life of
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God! Thou wast not created for the world, but for My mighty
Cause and My great Announcement.

He is God. O Khalill Thou hast attained unto the wine of
Revelation and hast drunk of the Kawthar of everlasting life
from the hand of bounty. Thou hast been mentioned time and
again. We exhort thee, and them that have believed, to serve
the Cause of God, your Lord and the Lord of the Throne and
of the earth, the King of the world to come and of this world.
Verily, He is the All-Bountiful, the All-Generous. He enjoineth
upon His servants that which shall draw them nigh unto Him
and shall cause them to be of those on whom no fear shall
come, neither shall they grieve.

He is God. O Muhammad-Sadiq: The will of the Herald is that
He illumine the world with the lights of truthfulness and adorn
the nations with the ornament of recognition. Yet, until now,
no trace thereof hath appeared; and the people have uttered
such calumnies as the like thereof hath not been heard in the
world. They have denied the verses of God, His sovereignty, His
testimony, and His proof. Behold, they are indeed among the
heedless in My perspicuous Book. Praise be to God that thy
honor hath held fast unto the cord of truthfulness. Whosoever
in this day attaineth unto the recognition of the True One is,
by the Most Exalted Pen, recorded and inscribed among the
truthful in the Crimson Scroll.

He is God. O Jibra’il Beg! By the life of God! The Israfil of the
Cause hath sounded the Most Great Trumpet, and the minds
and hearts which, in the temples of existence, were deprived
and debarred from life, have been stirred by the Kawthar of di-
vine utterance and have attained unto everlasting life. Though
the deniers, outwardly, hear and speak and move, yet before
God they are accounted and recorded among the dead. Ver-
ily, the Trumpet is the Most Exalted Pen. We have breathed
therein, by a command from Our presence, and I, verily, am
the Ancient Commander.

; He is the Helper, the All-Knowing

O Nabil, upon thee be the glory of thy Lord, the All-Glorious!
On this mighty and wondrous day, Ali-Muhammad hath spread
a feast and invited those who circle round. At this moment,
the one named Jud, upon him be My glory and favor, made
mention of thee and acted on thy behalf in that which hath
been the hope of those near unto God. Blessed art thou and
joy be unto thee! The glory from Us be upon thee and upon
those with thee. Verily bounty is in His hand and generosity
in His mighty grasp. He ordaineth as He pleaseth. There is no
God but Him, the Mighty, the Bestower. We send greetings
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from this most mighty and most glorious station to thy children
whom We mentioned before.

;. He is God! O Abdullah Kh.! The Cause of God is manifest and

the verses of God are revealed. Hidden mysteries are evident
before all faces, and the waters of mercy flow from the Pen
of Him Who is the Aim of all the worlds. We beseech God
not to withhold His servants from the outpourings of His days
nor deprive them from the ocean of His grace. Today all things
are in rapture and ecstasy at the vibration of the Most Exalted
Word through the appearance of the Lord of Names. Blessed
is the ear that hath been privileged to hear. You must be
occupied with praise and thanksgiving to God, for the Supreme
Pen hath turned toward you from the Prison of Akka. Verily,
He loveth him who loveth Him and remembereth him who
remembereth Him. He is the Compassionate, the All-Forgiving,
the Merciful.

He is God! O Ali Kh! Upon thee be the Glory of God! Wonder
upon wonder! From the beginning until now, not one among
the divines of Iran hath become aware of His appearance and its
nature. What hath been the cause of their prevention and the
reason for their deprivation? With thy Lord is the knowledge
of all things in a mighty Book. This Wronged One hath from
the beginning until now been in the hands of enemies - at
times in chains, at times captive - until finally arriving at this
Prison. We praise God for this and beseech Him to aid thee
to be steadfast in His Cause. Verily, He is the Almighty, the
Powerful.

He is God! O Muhammad-Qabli-*‘Ali! The Divine Balance
proclaims with the most exalted call: The Divine Balance is
the blessed word “There is no God but Me, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.” By this Balance all are weighed, and in less than
that moment the reckoning of creation is complete. The loving
ones are known by the light of their countenance, and the sinful
by their marks. Glory be to God! The signs of the Resurrection
and the tokens of the Hour have encompassed all, yet deeds are
a mighty barrier that has prevented the servants from drawing
nigh and has left them in the wilderness of remoteness. Praise
be to God that you have attained to that which is the cause of
prosperity and salvation. The power of princes did not prevent
you, nor did the hatred of the divines deprive you. With an
illumined heart you turned, and attained recognition of the
Sun of Truth. Repeatedly has your mention been revealed
from the Most Exalted Pen. Give thanks unto your Lord, the
Compassionate, the Merciful.
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He is God! O ‘Ali Mim Ya! The world is perfumed with the fra-
grance of the divine utterance, and with utmost joy and enthu-
siasm is engaged in glorification and praise. We beseech God
to cause His servants to attain unto that which manifests won-
drous and strange influences in the world. Through the word
of acceptance, the earthly house became the point of adoration
for the world, and the black stone the object of reverence for
the nations. His power has manifested in every age that which
is the greatest cause for faith and certitude. Blessed is he who
has seen with his own eyes and heard with his own ears the
call of God from the prison of ‘Akka. He is indeed among the
triumphant ones in this resplendent station. O ‘Ali! Praise the
Sovereign of existence that you are mentioned in His presence
and known by Him.

2 The oceans of the world cannot compare with a single drop of

the Kawthar of utterance of the Pre-existent Lord. It is clear
and evident that the entire world was created from one drop
thereof. The nobility of the oceans of the unseen and the seen
has been and always will be from that drop. Verily our Lord,
the Most Merciful, is the One Who has power over whatsoever
He willeth through His word “Be” and it is.

The mentioned souls, upon them be the Glory of God, the Lord
of Oneness, are blessed with eternal life, for their mention has
flowed from the Tongue of Grandeur and is recorded in the
Book with the ink of the Most Bountiful Name. For this ink
is the source of unity and the dawning-place of concord. I
beseech God to assist His loved ones in preserving what He
has bestowed upon them, for if the manifestations of the light
of grace and bounty specifically ordained for His loved ones
were to appear even to the extent of a grain, all would cry out
in the wilderness of existence “Here am I! Here am I!” In its
concealment lie hidden mysteries, and in its revelation appear
bestowals. Who can reckon that to which the birds of hearts
and minds cannot soar? In all things the impotence of creation
is evident and the power of the Creator manifest.

Mention was made of Haji Mirza Fath-‘Ali S., upon him be the
Glory of God, and likewise of his certitude, steadfastness and
enthusiasm. After being presented before the Lord of Names,
these brilliant verses dawned from the horizon of grace in the
highest heaven. His word, exalted be His glory and sublime be
His utterance:

5 He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing

i The soul who today, in the name of Truth, has freed and de-

tached himself from all that is with the people - he is as a
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pearl in the shell of the ocean of divine bounty. No description
can attain to this station, for descriptions are limited by the
boundaries of souls, while this station is beyond all mention
and description. The highest rank and most exalted station
are free from enumeration. Praise be to God! You have drunk
from the choice wine of utterance in the name of the Beloved of
all creation, and this is that same choice wine that had forever
been sealed and hidden from all. In this Most Great Revela-
tion, the Finger of God’s Will removed its seal and proclaimed:
“Come, advance, O people of Baha! Come, advance, O com-
panions of My Crimson Ark! Come, advance with your hearts
toward the Most Exalted Horizon, O friends of God!”

7 When you attain unto My call and the traces of My Pen, say:

“My God, my God! Separation from Thee hath set me aflame,
remoteness from Thee hath seized my soul, and distance from
the precincts of Thy nearness is my greatest enemy. I beseech
Thee, O Thou at Whose call the near ones hastened to the
place of sacrifice to offer up their souls in Thy path, and by
Whose utterance in the kingdom of Thy might the hearts of
the sincere ones were attracted, to make me in all conditions
attracted to Thy verses, enkindled with the fire of Thy Sacred
Tree, moved by Thy will, and speaking that which draweth
people nigh unto the court of Thy companionship.

O Lord! Withhold not them that seek Thee from the ocean
of Thy bounty, nor Thy lovers from the precincts of Thy near-
Thou art He at Whose call the dwellers of the graves
arose, the trumpet was sounded, and that which was hidden
in Thy knowledge and preserved in the treasury of Thy pro-
tection was made manifest. I beseech Thee not to disappoint
Thy servant of that which Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen
ones and trusted ones. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise, and in Thy grasp are the reins of
all who are in the heavens and on earth. O Lord! Aid me to
remember Thee amongst Thy servants with wisdom and utter-
ance, and to teach Thy Cause among the religions. I beseech
Thee, O God of all beings and Educator of all created things,
to manifest through me, by Thy grace and power, that whereby
the standards of Thy mention and praise may be raised, and
whereby that which Thou hast revealed in Thy Book may be
spread abroad. Verily, Thou art the Strong, the Powerful, and
worthy to answer prayer.”

ness.

This evanescent servant has, in truth, with utmost humility
and supplication besought the Self-Sufficient One to make
them the dawning-place of victory and triumph, and through
His infinite bounty, the victory of His Cause has been through
the hosts of wisdom and utterance, and naught else. In this
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station, such utterances have flowed from the Most Exalted
Pen as would, in an instant, transport man from earth to
heaven. Glorified be the greatness of our Lord, exalted be His
grace, mighty be His bounty, and magnified be His generosity,
which hath encompassed the kingdom of earth and heaven.

As for what they wrote concerning certain laws, by command
that which hath thus far been revealed from the Most FEx-
alted Pen and recorded is being sent. Regarding the fast for a
traveler on foot, its limit hath been set at two hours. Verily
our Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous, the Ever-
Forgiving, the Most Merciful. And those souls who are en-
gaged in arduous labor during that blessed month - this is what
God, exalted be His glory, hath decreed, blessed be His bounty:
Those souls are adorned with the ornament of God’s pardon
and favor, exalted be His glory. We have pardoned them as
a bounty from Our presence and a mercy from Our side, and
We are verily the Commander, the Ruler, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise. Give them the glad tidings of that which the Tongue
of Grandeur hath spoken from His glorious and exalted station.
However, during those days, moderation and concealment, out
of respect for God’s decree and the station of the Fast, is most
fitting and beloved.

Concerning ablutions that were asked about - whether it is
possible with the ablutions performed for obligatory prayer to
also recite ninety-five times the Greatest Name and visit the
Shrine of the Ancient Beauty, or whether ablutions must be
renewed for each one - after submission to God, the Tongue of
God spoke these words: Renewal is not necessary. In all mat-
ters His grace encompasses all and His mercy takes precedence.
And He Himself suffices as witness.

LTDT.288-289x, ADMS#150x
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran
Date: 1305-10-24 [1888-Jul-4]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord!

Praise be befitting to the Sovereign of the Kingdom and the
Lord of the Realm of Might, Who through the key of the Most
Great Name hath opened the gate of utterance and guided
all to the straight path, to the mighty announcement and the
firm and impregnable Cause. He is the Omnipotent, the All-
Powerful. There is none other God but Him, the Most Exalted,
the Most Glorious.

3 And further: O beloved of my heart! Two days ago a letter was
written specifically for your honor, but its dispatch was delayed
and this writing was attached to it. The confirmations of God,
exalted be His glory, arrive successively, and that beloved one,
praise be to God, is wholly engaged in His service and likewise
recognizes the stations of grace and favor. Well is it with you
and pleasant it is for you! The letters of that beloved one,
praise be to God, all begin with mention of the friends and
conclude with their remembrance, and likewise mention the
cities that are the dwelling places of the friends. Praise be to
God, through that beloved one’s endeavors, mention is made
in the letter of each city that he has visited, together with its
friends, and this was presented at the Most Holy Court. He
spoke, and His word is the truth:

“O Amin! Upon thee be the Glory of God, the Lord of the
Day of Judgment. Success hath been and shall ever be thy
companion, for thou art engaged in service and adorned with
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justice and fairness. Repeatedly hast thou made mention of
the friends in Ardistan. Some time ago mention of each one
flowed from the Most Exalted Pen. Ra, Fa, Mim and Ha have
been and are remembered. Convey to Mirza Hasan and his
mother the greetings of the Wronged One. Say: O Hasan!
God willing, mayest thou be assisted to serve His friends. Well-
being, health and protection are for those souls who with clear
certitude have entered beneath the shade of the Blessed Tree.
By My life! They are assuredly among those who enjoy security
in the Book of God, the Lord of the worlds. O Trustee! Verily
We have mentioned every soul thou didst mention in thy letter,
that thou mayest give thanks to thy Lord, the All-Forgiving,
the All-Generous. And We have made mention of Our friends
in the cities and villages as a command from Our presence, and
verily I am the All-Bountiful, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.”

5 Mention was made of the friends of Pusht-i-Mashhad. After

presentation at the Most Holy, Most Exalted Court, these
verses were revealed from the heaven of the Divine Will specif-
ically for them. His blessed and exalted Word:

“O My loved ones in that place! Hearken unto the call of God,
the King, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. He calleth you
from the direction of the Prison and giveth you glad tidings of
that which He hath ordained for you from His presence. He
is the Mighty, the All-Forgiving. The Herald hath proclaimed
from every direction: ‘The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the
Lord of what was and what shall be. Verily the Trustee men-
tioned you time and again; We made mention of you again and
again as a bounty from God, the Lord of existence. Take the
cup of success in the name of the Cleaver of the Dawn and
say: ‘Praise be unto Thee, O Sender of the winds, for having
manifested unto us Thy destined Cause and Thy sealed Wine!
We beseech Thee by the lights of Thy Throne and by the lands
that were honored by Thy footsteps to assist us to make men-
tion of Thee and to praise Thee and to serve Thy Cause. Verily
Thou art the Omnipotent over whatsoever Thou willest, and
within Thy grasp are the reins of all who are in the heavens
and on earth.”’

Likewise, especially for the friends of the Gate of Isfahan, these
verses from the Kingdom of Utterance of the Goal of all the
worlds were revealed, blessed and exalted be His Word:

“O Amin! Upon thee be My glory and loving-kindness. We
have desired to make mention of My loved ones in that place.
Verily thy Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. We
have made mention of those whom thou didst mention in thy
letter, as a mercy from Us upon thee and upon them. Remind
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them of the verses of their Lord and give them the glad-tidings
of this bounty which hath encompassed all who are in the heav-
ens and on earth. Say: Beware lest the doubts of the divines
and what they possess hold you back from God, your Lord,
the Lord of the Mighty Throne. Say: Cast aside what the peo-
ple possess and take what hath been sent down unto you from
the presence of One mighty and powerful. The glory shining
forth from the horizon of My will be upon you and upon every
steadfast and firm one.”

Thou hast made mention of Qamsar and those who have
quaffed the wine of utterance from the hands of the bounty
of their Lord, the Mighty, the Bestower. O Amin! We made
mention of Khalil before, and revealed for him that which
caused the eyes of utterance to rejoice in the garden of the
wisdom of God, the Lord of all men. He is of those who have
attained unto the verses of God and His remembrance, and
the Supreme Pen hath borne witness unto him, and I am the
All-Knowing, the Mighty Witness. O Khalill Take in My
Most Glorious Name the reins of the servants and draw them
nigh unto the most exalted station. Say: By the life of God!
Ye were created for this Day. Fear God and be not of those
who have denied the Beginning and the Return. The glory
from Us be upon thee and upon those who love thee and
hearken unto thy word in this Cause whereby the earth hath
quaked and the mountains have crumbled.

We make mention in this noble station of him who was named
Abdu’r-Rahim and give him the glad-tidings of God’s loving-
kindness, the Lord of Lords. O Rahim! The Lord of Destiny
maketh mention of thee from the direction of His Most Great
Scene and consoleth thee in what hath befallen thee from the
decree of God, the Almighty, the Unconstrained. Grieve not
for what hath come upon thee. There hath come upon Us
that which hath caused the Supreme Pen to lament at eventide
and at dawn. We bid thee to beautiful patience, and I am
the Mighty, the All-Patient. We make mention of thy son at
this moment with that which shall be a treasure and honor
unto him from God, the Lord of all religions. O thou who
art mentioned before the Throne! I bear witness that thou
didst turn to My horizon and didst hear My call and didst
hold fast unto My cord and didst cling to the hem of the robe
of thy Lord’s mercy, the Revealer of verses. Thou art he who
attained unto acceptance when the divines and jurists of the
earth turned away from God. Unto this beareth witness the
Mother Book from God, the Lord of creation. We beseech God
to send down upon thee each day a mercy from His presence
and a blessing from His own Self, and to give thee to drink of
the choice wine of utterance at morn and at eventide. Thus
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have We sent down the verses and expounded them in truth
and dispatched them unto thee, O Rahim, that thou mightest
give thanks unto thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing.

Thy letter hath come before the Wronged One, and We have
mentioned thee with that which no mention can equal. Say:
Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having given me to drink
of the Kawthar of Thy knowledge and enabled me to turn unto
Thee when most of Thy servants had turned away. I beseech
Thee, O Lord of existence and King of the seen and unseen,
by Thy Name through which the unity of Thine Essence was
established beyond all likeness and similitude, to ordain for
me from Thy Most Exalted Pen that which will draw me nigh
unto Thee in all conditions. The glory from Us be upon thee
and upon My loved ones there who were not weakened by the
power of the world nor frightened by the might of the nations.
They arose and said: The Kingdom is God’s, the Mighty, the
Glorious, the Bestower.

As to what you wrote concerning the blessed leaf, the wife of
the late Aqa Muhammad Ja’far, and her daughters - upon them
be the Glory of God - after this matter was presented, these
exalted words were revealed from the horizon of the utterance
of the Desired One of all worlds - exalted and blessed be His
words:

“The honored lady and her daughters have ever been and con-
tinue to be remembered in the Most Holy Court. Give them
glad tidings from Me and remind them of My verses. We be-
seech God to ordain for them the good of the hereafter and this
world, and to decree for them the rewards of those who circle
round the Throne at eventide and at dawn. This Wronged
One has ever been speaking and mindful of the mention of the
friends of God. O Amin, upon thee be My Glory! The gaze of
God in these days is directed toward the pearls of love that lie
hidden and concealed within the hearts and souls of His stead-
O Amin! This is the station
of grace and the station of mercy that has preceded. At this
moment each one has attained the outpourings of the True Be-
stower of Bounty. Blessed and welcome be it unto them! O
Amin! The souls thou hast mentioned, both men and women,
have all been blessed by the waves of the ocean of utterance
of the Desired One of all worlds. By the life of God! We have
mentioned each one with a mention that brings joy to the eyes
of the people of the cities of justice and equity.”

fast male and female servants.

And likewise mention was made of Aqa Husayn (Givah-Kash)
- upon him be the Glory of God. After presentation at the
Supreme Height, a most mighty and holy Tablet was revealed
from the Dayspring of grace and bounty, that he might give
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thanks unto God, our Lord and your Lord, the Lord of the
mighty Throne. Verses have been revealed, rain has poured
forth, the ocean is surging, and grace encompasses all. This
servant beseeches for the friends that which leads to the guid-
ance of all beings. In these days the effulgences of the Lumi-
nary of grace have shone forth in such wise that this servant
is incapable of reckoning or properly mentioning them. In any
case, | convey greetings and glorification to him and all other
friends, and with the tongue of the secret and the secret of the
secret I submit:

5 “My God, my God! Deprive not Thy friends of the ocean of

Thy generosity, and assist them all through Thy near angels
that they may, with complete steadfastness, spend these two
days in Thy service. Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty.”

In previous letters repeated mention was made of Haji Mulla
Ibrahim - upon him be the Glory of God. His petition was
presented and his mention repeatedly flowed from the Tongue
of Grandeur. After the presentation of his petition before the
Divine Presence, a most mighty and holy Tablet was revealed
specifically for him, that he might drink the Kawthar of ut-
terance from the words of our Lord, the Most Merciful, and
speak among the servants with an assurance by which hearts
and souls are made tranquil.

And likewise that beloved of hearts mentioned the friends of
Asadabad. Two most mighty and holy Tablets were revealed
from the heaven of grace and bounty specifically for Aqa Mirza
Muhammad and Haji Shah Muhammad - upon them be the
Glory of God - and were sent. Let them be delivered that they
may find from the ocean of His verses the pearls of His dear and
beloved love. This servant conveys glorification and greetings
to all the friends and beseeches for each one that which leads
to eternal salvation. At this moment these exalted words were
revealed from the tongue of the Lord of all being - blessed and
exalted be His words:

“O servant in attendance! Write to Amin that if God, exalted
be His glory, were to look with the eye of justice, few souls
would be found worthy of mention by the Supreme Pen. How-
ever, since He is seated upon the throne of the Most Merciful
Name, He looks with the eye of grace and is ever attentive.
The Command is in His hands. He speaks as He wishes, and
He is the Ordainer, the Ancient of Days.”

Likewise, blessed Tablets have been revealed specifically for
the friends in the land of Kermanshah - some are being sent
this time and some will be sent another time. Give glad-tidings
through God’s favor to that beloved of all, for all are mentioned
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and have attained His grace. At this time, the letter from the
spiritual loved ones - his honor Aga Rasul, his honored brother
Haji Muhammad Hasan known as Misri, and his honor Aga
Muhammad Sadiq, upon them be the glory of God - along
with that beloved one’s letter which they sent from the land of
Qaf, was received. However, there was no opportunity to reply.
God willing, it will be sent later. The servant beseeches his
Lord to assist them and aid them to help His Cause through
wisdom and utterance. Verily He is the Mighty, the Bestower.

A Most Holy and Exalted Tablet was revealed this time specif-
ically for his honor Bayk, upon him be the glory and favor of
God, and was sent to his honor Aga ‘Ali-Haydar, upon him be
God’s glory, grace and favors, for delivery. In truth, his honor
‘Ali-Haydar is engaged in service and is mentioned before God.
Blessed is he and joy be unto him. And a Greater Tablet was
revealed and sent specifically for the beloved of the heart, his
honor Haji Mirza H-Y, upon him be the Most Glorious Glory
of God. God willing, they will attain unto it.

At this moment in the Most Holy and Exalted Presence, the
Tongue of Grandeur spoke these exalted words, glorified be His
majesty: “O Amin, convey greetings and glorification from the
Wronged One to his honor bearing the Name of Beauty, upon
him be My glory and favor. God willing, may they be engaged
with complete dedication in serving the Cause of the Lord of
all beings through wisdom and utterance. Blessed is he who
has turned to Him and heard His mention in this perspicuous
Remembrance.

2 O Amin, mention all the friends in the land of Ta on behalf of

the Wronged One. We beseech God to set them ablaze with
the fire of the Blessed Tree and illumine them with the lights
of revelation until the horizons of the world become bright and
radiant. Say: O friends of God! We beseech God to grant
strength and bestow resolve, that your transient days may not
deprive you from the eternal Kingdom and prevent you from
the everlasting bounty. Verily He is the Compassionate, the
Generous.”

Mention was made of the two detached essences, the honored
brothers Naddafan, upon them be the glory of the All-Merciful.
They are among those souls who are mentioned in the Supreme
Concourse and the realms of truth, for that which was revealed
concerning them testifies with the most exalted call to their ac-
ceptance, orientation, sincerity and steadfastness. Upon them
and those with them be the glory of God and His favor. Glory,
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remembrance, exaltation and praise be upon your honor and
upon those with you and those who hear your words concern-
ing the Cause of God, our Lord and your Lord and the Lord
of the earthly realm and the Kingdom.

The servant 24 Shawwal 1305
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BHO01240

To: Haji Mirza Aqa Afnan
Date: 1305-10-24 [1888-Jul-4]

He heareth in truth, and He is the Answerer

O Afnan! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness.
Thy letter reached the Wronged One and the Glorious One pre-
sented it. When completed, My Most Exalted Pen was moved
to make mention of thee and of that which thou didst desire
from the sea of thy Lord’s bounty, the Mighty, the Powerful.
Thou didst hear the Call in the earliest days and didst respond
to thy Lord when mankind was in manifest error. Thou didst
turn to the Horizon when most of the servants turned away.
This is from thy Lord’s favor upon thee. Be thankful and say:
“Praise be unto Thee, O Desire of the world, and glory be
unto Thee, O Beloved of them that have recognized Thee! I
testify that Thou hast appeared and manifested Thy Cause,
and guided the people to Thy straight Path, and remembered
me while Thou wert in the Most Great Prison - a mercy from
Thee unto Thy Afnan. Verily, Thou art the Most Merciful of
the merciful. My soul be a sacrifice for Thy bounty, and my
spirit be a sacrifice for Thy grace, O Thou Who art the Adored
One of those in the heavens and on earth.”

We have mentioned thee before with a mention before which all
mention bows down, and We mention thee at this time in this
perspicuous Tablet. Blessed is the Afnan who hath held fast
unto the Divine Lote-Tree, recognized its grace and station,
and spoken in its praise on this Day whereon its rustling and
its call have been raised in this glorious and wondrous Station.
We wish at this moment to change from the eloquent tongue to
the luminous one. Verily thy Lord doeth what He pleaseth and
ordaineth what He willeth. He is the Mighty, the Powerful.
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In the name of the Peerless Friend! Today all things circle
round the prison of ‘Akka and utter a word which none save
God, exalted be His glory, hath comprehended or will compre-
hend except by His command and leave. The Wronged One
calleth out from the horizon of tribulation to the peoples of
earth and heaven, and remindeth them through divine verses
that they might attain unto fruits whose traces and mention
shall endure throughout the kingdom of earth and heaven. The
ocean of the All-Merciful’s utterance hath waves, and within
it are concealed and hidden pearls of wisdom and mysteries.
Blessed are they who are endowed with hearing and sight and
have attained unto witnessing and hearkening. By the Sun of
Truth! That which is lost today can never be regained, even
as it is impossible to find a partner for the Lord. The loved
ones of God must arise with complete dedication to assist the
Cause, especially the Afnans of the Blessed Tree who in this
Most Great Revelation have been adorned with the ornament
of distinction and kinship, that they might protect the heedless
servants from the vain imaginings of the former people. He is
the Counselor and He is the Kind One.

And regarding what thou didst mention about the journey of
the leaf of the Tree, the wife of the honored Afnan, upon them
both be My glory and loving-kindness, the luminary of permis-
sion hath dawned from the horizon of will. However, this is
contingent upon the requirements of wisdom and expediency,
O honored Afnan, upon thee be My Glory.

O Afnan, upon thee be My loving-kindness. The smoke of
vain imaginings and the dust of idle fancies have prevented the
world from beholding. The True One, exalted be His glory,
hath come for meeting, presence, and the bestowal of grace,
but the divines and theologians of Persia became a barrier,
preventing eyes from beholding and ears from hearing. This
prevention from Persia hath influenced these lands as well. Be-
seech ye the True One to manifest that which shall be the cause
of the world’s salvation and the deliverance of nations.

Two Tablets, in response to thy request, have been sent down
from the heaven of the favors of the Lord of all beings. Take
copies thereof and deliver them, that perchance they may be
illumined by the lights of the Day-Star of utterance which hath
shone forth from the horizon of the divine Tablet, and may
remain firm and steadfast in the Cause of God. Blessed is he
who hath attained unto My Tablet in My days and hath drunk
therefrom the Kawthar of Mine utterance. He is assuredly
among those who are nigh unto God in His Book, the Lord of
all worlds.
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Convey greetings from this Wronged One to all the kindred,
and give them the glad-tidings of the effulgences of the Day-
Star of grace which hath shone forth from the horizon of the
heaven of justice. We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He,
to aid them and assist them and make them of those whom the
might of the world hath not hindered from turning unto God,
the Lord of the Ancient Days - they who heard and turned and
responded in days wherein the limbs of the heedless trembled
and the hearts of the doubtful were troubled. The Command
is in God’s hands, the Lord of the Day of Judgment. The glory
shining from the horizon of the heaven of My mercy be upon
thee and upon them and upon those who have attained unto
this momentous News.

Make mention, on behalf of this Wronged One, of the followers
of Zoroaster, upon them be God’s loving-kindness. God willing,
may they drink from the chalices of utterance of the Goal of
all worlds that were previously sent, that which shall free and
detach their hearts from all else save God.

O Afnan! This blessed verse hath shone forth like the sun
from the horizon of the Book: “Blessed is he who hath arisen
from his place, cast away all else save Him, and hastened unto
the Most Great Ocean and entered therein through His Name,
the Mighty, the Wondrous.” Blessed is the tongue that hath
uttered this most exalted Word and this most great Sign, and
hath received its portion from the ocean of its meanings. He is
assuredly among the triumphant ones in the presence of God,
the Lord of all worlds.
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To: Muhammad Ibrahim (brother of Ghulam Rida) et al.,
Date: 1305-10-24 [1888-Jul-4]

In the Name of Him through Whom the Ocean of Divine Knowl-
edge hath surged before the faces of all religions!

All praise, sanctified from the perception of all created things
and the recognition of all contingent beings, befitteth the Most
Holy and Most Exalted Court of Him, the Self-Subsisting,
Who, single and alone, stood up before the faces of the world
and gave unto all the Most Great Announcement. Through

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

in Kirmanshah

ooy pUl 0B 2l g el e

oLy
OB 8l ey K STs) ) w:\?u.xa
s SV Bed O 8l C"’\ ol
ol oy plel Tty 135 8 ol
Sl ol ool ied T 1) 8 5 5

88


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/YP/yp-61.html

ot

Vol. 86: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part III

BH01259

His steadfastness, the standard of “God doeth whatsoever He
willeth” was raised aloft, and the banner of “Verily, there is
none other God but Him” was unfurled in the most exalted
station. Neither the hosts and legions of the world, nor the
rancor and hatred of the nations, could deter Him from His
purpose. With power and authority He broke the seal of
the Choice Wine and summoned all to partake thereof, that
they might drink of that for which they were created. Yet
all arose in opposition, save whom God willed. The Truth,
glorified be His majesty, in all His Books gave His servants the
glad-tidings of the appearance of this Most Great Cause and
this Mighty Announcement. Blessed is the soul whom neither
the veils of the divines nor the might of rulers prevented from
the divine path, nor deprived of the ocean of utterance.

Thy letter which thou didst send to this servant was presented
before the Wronged One. We perceived the fragrance of thy
remembrance and utterance, and witnessed thy turning and
devotion at that time. We beseech God to aid thee in His
remembrance and praise, and to make thee among those whom
neither the blame of the blamer nor the clamor of him who hath
turned away from God, the Lord of all worlds, could deter.

When thou dost inhale the fragrance of My raiment and at-
tainest unto the choice wine of My utterance, say: My God,
my God! Praise be to Thee for having guided me unto Thee
and made me recognize the Dayspring of Thy signs, and caused
me to hear the trilling of Thy Pen and guided me unto Thy
path. I beseech Thee by Thy power that hath encompassed all
created things, and by Thy Command that hath surrounded
all contingent beings, and by Thy Name whereby every moul-
dering bone was quickened and every wise decree was mani-
fested, to make me steadfast in Thy Cause and firm in Thy
love, in such wise that the swords of the world shall not with-
hold me from drawing nigh unto Thy Most Great Name. O
Lord! Thou seest me turning unto Thee and holding fast unto
Thy cord. I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy Kingdom and
the mysteries of Thy Dominion to ordain for me through Thy
Most Exalted Pen that which shall be with me in every world
of Thy worlds. Then protect me, O my God, from the sugges-
tions of the faithless and the allusions of the cawers. Verily,
Thou art the Powerful over what Thou willest. There is none
other God but Thee, the All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful.

As to what thou didst mention concerning thy brother Muham-
mad Ibrahim, We make mention of him at this moment as a
token of the grace of God, the Lord of all worlds. O Muham-
mad Ibrahim! Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One from
the precincts of the Prison. He maketh mention of thee and
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counseleth thee to remain steadfast in this Most Great Cause,
and to be trustworthy and chaste, and to act in such wise as
to exalt the Cause of God amongst His servants. He, verily, is
the Manifest Counsellor. Be not grieved by the oppression of
the oppressors. Reflect upon the days of the Lord of the Mes-
sengers and the Seal of the Prophets, and likewise upon the
days of the Spirit, the Son of Mary. There befell them that
which caused the clouds to weep and the heavens to lament.
Yet afterwards the lights of the Cause encompassed all regions.
The names and traces of the idolaters all returned to nothing-
ness, and the standard “There is none other God but He” was
raised to the most exalted station. For every matter there is
an appointed time and a fixed term. When its term is come, it
shall appear in truth. Verily thy Lord is the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.

We make mention also of thy other brother who was named
Ghulam-Rida, that he may rejoice and be of the thankful. O
Ghulam! The Lord of all beings maketh mention of thee from
the precincts of the Prison and giveth thee glad tidings of the
grace of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Fix thy gaze upon
Him at all times and place thy trust in Him in all matters,
holding fast to the means. Verily thy Lord is the All-Knowing
Teacher. Praise be to God that thou hast been mentioned in
the presence of the Wronged One and hast attained unto the
Most Great Word from God, the Lord of all beings. Know
thou the station of this most great station and say: “My God,
my God! Aid me to preserve this station, then ordain for me
what Thou hast ordained for Thy sincere servants. Thou art,
verily, the Most Merciful of the merciful.”

Jinab-i-Amin, upon him be My glory, hath repeatedly made
mention of thee and of his honor Aqa Muhammad Isma’il. Men-
tion of the friends hath ever flowed from his pen. We make
mention of him who hath turned towards the Countenance,
and We beseech for him from the heaven of grace and bounty
that which shall endure as long as the Kingdom of God, the
Mighty, the Powerful, shall endure. And as to what thou didst
mention concerning turning towards this direction, in these
days the heedless are intervening and preventing the hapless
people. We beseech God to ordain for you the reward of attain-
ing His presence and meeting Him. He, verily, is the Hearer,
the Answerer.

Convey My greetings to the loved ones, that they may per-
chance take a path to Him Who occupieth the throne. The
glory from Us be upon thee and upon those with thee and upon
those whom nothing whatsoever hath deterred from turning to-
wards the Supreme Horizon - they who have heard and have
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responded: “Here am I, O God of all who are in the heavens
and on earth! Here am I, O Thou Who art the Goal of the

17

mystics and the Beloved of them that have drawn nigh!
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INBA23:01
BHO03159
To: Haji Mirza Muhammad Afnan, in Yazd
Date: 1305-10-24 [1888-Jul-4]
In the name of the peerless one God! Lle Wolus & el

O thou who gazest upon the Face and art present before
the Throne! Hear the call of God, the Protector, the
Self-Subsisting.

At all times the call of the Purpose of the worlds hath been
raised, and the effulgences of the Day-Star of grace have shone
forth from the horizon of the heaven of prison. Blessed is the
eye that hath attained and the ear that hath hearkened. Today
upon the face of the sun this most exalted Word hath been
inscribed and recorded by the Most Exalted Pen: Blessed is
the soul that hath in this transient world acquired an eternal
station and whom the events and manifestations of the world
have not deprived of the splendors of the rays of the Most
Great Luminary.

By My life, O My Afnan! Thou hast ever been and art re-
membered. Look, then remember those days when thou wert
present before the Wronged One and wert with Him as He
walked in the garden. God, exalted be His glory, hath ever
loved faithfulness and commanded His loved ones to observe
it. We testify that thou didst hear His call, wert drawn to His
verses, wert enkindled with the fire of His love, didst speak His
praise, and didst hope for the wonders of His grace. Thy Lord
is verily the Truth, the Knower of the unseen.

5 O My Afnan! Know thou with clear certainty that thy exis-
tence and continuance in service to the Cause is better than
what thou hast chosen for thyself and desired from thy Lord.
With supreme joy and greatest gladness bestow from the cup
of the love of God. The Afnans of the Sacred Tree have come
for teaching, yet in all circumstances ye must observe wisdom.
We have chosen in the Most Holy Court someone to act as
thy deputy in teaching the Cause of God. The Hand of Power

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

) Gl pll ol a1 1 LI

el Crosgl) i) ST

B dj‘/ du‘& J},a.;u ;\..\; OL'?-‘ @ ))
G o sl 35 b s gl ) 30
bool Soner 5 42 56 & sl 3 Gk
el rk;)" Lo #adal Oldl any 4 55 ) 558
O 25 8ot Sln 3 sk sk 5 05
5 ol g o5 3L el S 36l
et 0l SUE )1l ol

cald ey 2

Al Gt 5 025 5540 JBY UL (g ol
5 ool e ol 8™ 1 o0 531 2
L}»ygﬁu\duux;\wvs
/\ ol \jLM‘JJJ azils Cowga 1y by AN
L.AM, 45 el o8 &\ A2 0340 b
Uy 5 0 Tl y aom by Szt 4
sl ¢l G o SO Ol b

Sl S 0L ol Al Lol Sl

o w5 K wil L e Y Bk
iﬁu‘kﬁrﬁ"uﬂjxf‘cﬁf&y
Nodal ads sly 31 0y olsl L& ae 4
5 a2 B i) e o2 (S
fp}é Sl ) ot 8 C’.a\ Cole o
S8l W ass Jgrdee Al ‘/\él,l,jdgj

91

ut


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v023/?page=24

Vol. 86: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part III

BH03635

hath outwardly and inwardly preserved and will continue to
preserve Its Afnans.

We counsel thee to patience in separation. Verily thy Lord is
the All-Patient. He commandeth thee to beautiful patience.
He hath ordained for thee that which causeth bodies to soar,
let alone spirits. Thou hast been under the glances of thy
Lord’s loving-kindness, the Mighty, the Powerful. Know thou
the station of this most great station and say: Thine is the
grace, O Purpose of the worlds, and Thine the glory, O Glory
of those in the heavens and the earth! The glory be upon thee
and upon those who love thee and hearken to thy word in this
perspicuous Cause.
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BHO03635
To: Yusuf Khan, in Qazvin
Date: 1305-10-24 [1888-Jul-4]
He is the Hearer, the Answerer Y CL:J\ »

The whole world was brought from nothingness into being for
the presence before the Throne of the One Who conversed on
Sinai. And when the Sun of Truth shone forth from the horizon
of the heaven of grace, all turned away and denied. Blessed is
he who was not kept back from turning towards God by the
opposition of the divines and rulers, and blessed is the steadfast
one whom the winds of hatred and animosity did not disturb.

Thy name was mentioned before the Wronged One, and there
was revealed from the Supreme Pen that which shall endure as
long as the kingdom of earth and heaven endure. We counsel
thee to preserve it. Omne word from the exalted utterances
that appears from the Dayspring of the pronouncement of the
Lord of Names is, in the sight of God - exalted be His glory -
superior to all that is observed on earth. All things that have
been created - the ornaments of the world and its adornments,
and likewise wife and children - all are divine bounties, but they
are not lasting. The exalted word, however, is everlasting and
enduring, and in every one of the divine worlds it is a steadfast
helper and an unwavering companion to its possessor. It has
been and ever shall be. “Wealth and children are an adornment
of the life of this world. But the good deeds which endure are
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better in thy Lord’s sight for reward, and better in respect of
hope.” We beseech God to assist thee and ordain for thee that
which will draw thee nigh unto Him and profit thee. Verily, He
is powerful over all things.

Say: My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having guided
me to the ocean of Thy knowledge and the heaven of Thy wis-
dom. I beseech Thee by the light which hath shone forth from
the horizon of Thy grace to preserve me through Thy power
and might, and to ordain for me that which will make me inde-
pendent through Thy riches and steadfast in Thy Cause. Fur-
thermore I beseech Thee, O Lord of the worlds and Educator
of the nations, to ordain for me goodly offspring who will re-
member Thee among Thy creatures and aid Thee in Thy realm
through wisdom and utterance. Verily Thou art the Powerful,
the Mighty, the Bestower.
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To: Ibn Asdaq (Hand of the Cause)
Date: 1305-10-24 [1888-Jul-/]

He is the Protector of those who are on earth and in heaven.

O Ibn-i-Ismi Asdaq, upon you both be My glory and My loving-
kindness.

Some time ago you were blessed with the verses of the Supreme
Pen. His honor A.T. attained the presence of the Wronged One.
Praise be to God, the divine hands of protection preserved him
and he arrived in the prison-city with joy and fragrance. He
heard the Call with his own ears and was blessed to behold
the horizon of revelation. He has attained to that which was
recorded in the Books of God, the Lord of the worlds. He men-
tioned you and those related to you, and each one attained to
that which is the cause of eternal life and everlasting existence.

O Ibn-i-Asdaq! We beseech God—glorified be His majesty—to
aid thee in that which befitteth this most great Cause and
most glorious station. In thy journeys thou must move by
such means as will cause the exaltation of the Word, the mani-
festation of godliness, and severance. The days are passing like
lightning. Strive that thou mayest attain to that which is the
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cause of joy and gladness and the drawing near of the servants

of God.

Convey My greetings to the people of God. We counsel them
with that which will raise up the mention of God and His Cause
amongst His servants and creation.

i Say: My God, my God! Aid me to arise to serve Thee and

cause to appear from me that which will speed the sincere
ones to Thy path. O my Lord! Strengthen my outer and inner
being with the hosts of wisdom and utterance. Verily Thou
art the Powerful, the Mighty, the Bestower.

I beseech Thee, O God of existence, to rain down upon Thy
loved ones the showers of Thy mercy and bounty, then ordain
for them the good of the hereafter and of this world through
Thy will and purpose. Verily Thou are powerful over whatso-
ever Thou willest. There is no God but Thee, the Mighty, the
Great.
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To: Jinab-i-Karbala’t Yusuf, in Milan
Date: 1305-10-2/ [1888-Jul-4]

He is the All-Hearing, the All-Speaking

O people of God! Great is the Cause and great is the Day.
The Seal of the Prophets and Guide of all paths hath spoken
from God: “The Day when men will be as scattered moths,
and the mountains will be like carded wool.” Blessed is the
soul whom the doubts of the ignorant and the hints of the
heedless prevented not from the Purpose nor held back from
turning to the Truth. Give praise to the Lord of the world Who
confirmed thee and guided thee to the horizon of proof. The
evidence hath been sent down, the proof is resplendent, and
the path is clear, yet the servants remain debarred and veiled.
Through vain imaginings they turned away from the Sovereign
of certitude, and through conjecture they shut their eyes to the
perspicuous Book. The recompense of deeds and the fancy of
hopes have prevented the people of earth from their ultimate
end.
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Say: O concourse of earth! Neither your deeds nor your chil-
dren nor what ye possess shall profit you this Day. Fear God
and be not of the wrongdoers. Say: Turn ye to the Truth.
The world hath no station nor rank - it never had and never
will. Detach yourselves from that which perisheth and hold
fast unto that which endureth. This is the Most Exalted Word
sent down from the heaven of grace and bounty. Take hold of it
in the name of your Lord and leave all else beside it. Thus doth
the Supreme Pen counsel you in this impregnable stronghold.
The mercy of God hath preceded thee and He hath mentioned
thee in the Most Great Prison.

Say: Praise be to Thee, O Thou Goal of the world, and glory
be to Thee, O Thou Beloved of the nations! I beseech Thee
to make me speaking in Thy remembrance, steadfast in the
service of Thy Cause, and firm in Thy love. Verily Thou art
the Almighty, the Powerful. There is no God but Thee, the
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BHO04527

To: Haji Muhammad Hasan, in Hamadan

Date: 1305-10-2/ [1888-Jul-4]

He is the Hearing, the Answering ey Cal:.J\ »

The truthful and the false have ever existed in the world. The
Shi’ih sect considered themselves the most truthful and learned
in the world. There was no test, and likewise no distinction
between the servants. Therefore for one thousand two hundred
years they accepted some and established for them the station
of divinity, while others they denounced as unbelievers. The
cause of this was the turbaned ones. The helpless servants
followed the words of those false ones and throughout the ages
were pleased and delighted with their own deeds and words.
But when the appointed time came and the test appeared, all
cursed and reviled the Truth, and finally issued the decree for
His death. Reflect upon these matters so that thou mayest find
the truth and become aware, for whoever becomes aware will
no longer cling to those vain imaginings and will find himself
free and unfettered.
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His honor Amin, upon him be My glory and My loving-
kindness, mentioned you and beseeched God that He might
assist you and grant you success in that which is befitting the
Days of God. He is the Powerful, the Mighty.

We convey Our greetings to the friends in that land and give
them the glad-tidings of God’s loving-kindness. Blessed is he
who hath heard and responded. Woe unto the heedless. And
praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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BHO04522

To: Aqa Mirza Mihdi, in Tabriz
Date: 1305-10-24 [1888-Jul-4]

He is the One Who speaketh in the heaven of utterance.

> This is a Book sent down in truth for people who know, and
it guideth mankind unto the path of God, the Protector, the
Self-Subsisting. Blessed is he who hath inhaled the fragrance
of his Lord’s utterance and hath testified to that which the
Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken from His exalted station.

When thou hearest the call from the most exalted horizon,
say: Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of Names and Creator of
the heavens, for having illumined my heart with the light of
Thy knowledge and for having sent down unto me Thy verses
and caused me to hear Thy call. I beseech Thee by Thy power
which the hosts and ranks cannot weaken, and by Thy Name
through which Thou hast subdued the worlds of the unseen
and the seen, to make me in all conditions moved by Thy will,
holding fast unto Thy cord, and acting according to what Thou
hast revealed in Thy Book. Praise be unto Thee, O my God,
my Lord and my Support, for having remembered me time
after time, and adorned me with the ornament of Thy knowl-
edge, and enabled me to turn unto Thee. I beseech Thee to aid
me under all conditions to be steadfast in Thy Cause and to
arise to serve Thee. Verily Thou art the Almighty over what-
soever Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee, the
Commander, the All-Wise.

O my God! Send Thy blessings upon Thy loved ones and
chosen ones who have not broken Thy covenant and Thy testa-
ment, and whom the clamor of Thy creatures and the doubts
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of those of Thy servants who have changed Thy bounty, turned
away from Thy beauty, and denied Thy manifestation and Thy
verses have not hindered. I beseech Thee, O God of Names, to
send down upon me from the heaven of Thy bounty that which
will draw me nigh unto Thee. Verily Thou art the Almighty,
the Powerful, and worthy of answering prayers.
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BHO04531

To: Sahib Bigum Afnan, in Yazd
Date: 1305-10-24 [1888-Jul-4]

He is the One Who gazeth from His most exalted horizon.

2 Praise be to God that thou didst migrate and set thy face
toward the most exalted station, attaining that which was
recorded and inscribed in the divine Books. On the Day of Rec-
ompense the Divine Lote-Tree appeared with wondrous fruits,
delectable produce and radiant leaves. At that time the winds
of tests blew from the dawning-place of the will of Him Who
causeth the morning to break, preventing most leaves from
the blessed Tree and casting them to the dust. However, He
preserved and strengthened His branches through the arm of
power and the hand of might, until they attained His pres-
ence and were adorned by meeting Him. The days of attain-
ment are surely remembered - a single moment’s pause in the
Desired Land cannot be equaled by centuries and ages. He
Who speaketh in every condition beareth witness to this: ver-
ily there is no God but Him, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

Thou didst arrive and attain. Thy name was inscribed by the
Most Exalted Pen in the Crimson Book. God willing, with
perfect certitude and assurance thou wilt remain adorned with
praiseworthy characteristics and occupied in the remembrance
of the Goal of all the worlds. Verily He heareth and seeth, and
He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. That which was sent was
accepted. Blessed are My branches and My leaves who have
drunk the wine of steadfastness from the cup of My bounty,
and My handmaidens who have attained to My remembrance
and praise and My loving-kindness which hath preceded all
who are in the heavens and the earth. The Glory be upon thee
from Us and upon My leaves. We beseech God to ordain for
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each one of them the good of the hereafter and of this world.
Verily He hath power over all things and is worthy to answer.
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BHO04424

To: Hubbullah
Date: 1305-10-24 [1888-Jul-4]

The Commander commands and it behooveth the commanded
to hearken.

Blessed is He Who hath sent forth His emissaries to His lands
as a token of His grace, for He is the All-Bountiful, the Most
Generous. He desireth naught but the elevation of souls and
their advancement, as this perspicuous Book doth testify. Say:
O people of the earth! Cast away vice and lay hold of virtue,
by the command of One Who is All-Knowing, All-Wise. Your
riches and whatsoever ye possess shall profit you not. Cast
away vain imaginings and take hold of that which hath been
vouchsafed unto you from God, the Lord of all worlds.

O Habibu’llah! The Supreme Pen maketh mention of thee.
God willing, thou shalt attain thereunto and arise to serve the
Cause with a service worthy of it. By the Sun of utterance
which hath dawned from the horizon of the Mother Book, the
teachers and servants of the Cause who are accounted in the
Crimson Book as the chosen ones of God’s Cause must needs
adorn their heads with the crown of piety and their temples
with the robe of detachment. Such is God’s decree, both in
the past and future. Well is it with them that act accordingly.

We beseech God that He may sanctify all those who are related,
both male and female, from whatsoever is unseemly, and con-
firm them in that which shall cause the exaltation and elevation
of the Word. Verily, He is powerful over all things.

5 We have made mention, and continue to make mention, of
Jamal, upon him be My glory and mercy and loving-kindness.
Give him the glad-tidings of My bounty and grace, that he
may rejoice and be of them that are thankful. The Glory be
upon thee from Us, and upon him, and upon thy mother, and
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upon those who are with you, and upon all who are steadfast
and firm.

ADMS#141

BHO04936

To: Aqga Yusuf, in Hamadan
Date: 1305-10-24 [1888-Jul-4]

He is God, the Expositor, the All-Knowing

2 O Yusuf! Night and day the verses of God are being revealed,
His evidences are manifest, His call is raised, His path is visible,
and His balance is established. Yet those souls who through-
out ages and centuries awaited the appearance of Him Who
conversed on Sinai are today veiled and deprived of the ocean
of grace. They have abandoned the Book of Certitude and
cling to vain imaginings. The fragrances of revelation have
perfumed the world and the luminary of utterance has illu-
mined all regions, yet there exists no eye to behold it, nor any
ear to hearken to its call. Today the learned and the ignorant,
the high and the low, all stand on the same plane. Whosoever
turns and draws near - they are accounted among the people
of certitude in the Manifest Book by the Pen of God, recorded
and inscribed. In all conditions, beseech God to protect thee.
Some souls attribute themselves to the Truth while they follow
the desires of self and passion. I am quit of them, as every fair-
minded and discerning one doth testify. The Truth is manifest
and the verses are clear, and all have been commanded to sanc-
tification and detachment for the exaltation of the Cause. Yet
some have deviated from the straight path and have commit-
ted that which hath caused lamentations to rise and tears to
flow. We beseech God to assist thee in that which will draw
thee nigh unto Him. Verily He is the Almighty, the Powerful,
and worthy to answer.
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BHO04803

To: Ali Akbar Khi Alif, in Nun Vav
Date: 1305-10-2/ [1888-Jul-4]

He is the One Who gazeth from His most exalted horizon.

The Book of God standeth before the faces of all who speak,
and in every moment proof and evidence are manifest. A her-
ald calleth out from the direction of the Throne and summon-
eth all who are on earth to the most exalted horizon. Blessed
is the soul whom neither the chains of men nor the clamor of
the wayward have kept back from the Self-Sufficing, the Most
High.

O people of God! Count ye as precious this time and strive
that ye may gain a portion from the effulgent lights of this Rev-
elation and attain unto the recognition of God, exalted be His
glory. In this day the Concourse on High and the dwellers of
the Most Exalted Paradise are all engaged in praise and thanks-
giving to God, inasmuch as the lights of His Revelation have
encompassed all things. Were but a single melody from the
melodies of the people of Paradise to reach the ears of the ser-
vants in these days, all would find themselves wholly detached
from all else save God and would set their faces toward the
most sublime summit and most exalted horizon. Blessed art
thou and blessed is he who hath heard the Call and answered
his Lord, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

Say: Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of bounty and bestowal, and
thanksgiving be unto Thee, O Sovereign of earth and heaven!
I beseech Thee by the penetrating power of Thy Will and the
potency of Thy Purpose and the shrill voice of Thy Pen to
ordain for this servant of Thine that which will draw him nigh
unto Thee and profit him in every world of Thy worlds. Thou
art, verily, the Lord of all beings and the Lord of the Throne
on high and of earth below. There is none other God but Thee,
the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.
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To: Mirza Muhammad son of Deceased, in Tihran

Date: 1305-10-2/ [1888-Jul-4]

He is the All-Witnessing, the All-Informed. ! Jal)) 9

This night is among the nights of the blessed month of Ra-
madan. Wisdom has necessitated that We observe the fast.
At night We speak, while in the day We are silent. Yet within
speech lies concealed the treasury of silence, and within silence
is stored the ocean of utterance. Is the world of ears destined
to receive a portion of hearing this, or is the world of eyes
assigned a share of beholding?

Glory be to God! The mysteries are manifest before the faces of
the righteous, and the Book speaks with the most exalted call.
A secret that was forever hidden and stored in the treasury of
divine protection has become evident and manifest. Beseech
the True One that He may not deprive His servants of the out-
pourings of His days, nor withhold them from the pearls of the
ocean of His knowledge. He is the Bestower, the Compassion-
ate.

When thou art stirred by the breezes of My verses and art
given to drink of the Kawthar of My utterance, turn toward
My direction and say: My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for
having illumined my heart with the light of Thy knowledge and
my sight with beholding the traces of Thy Pen. I beseech Thee
by Thy Most Great Signs and by the revelations of the Day-
Star of Thy Cause from the Supreme Horizon, to make me one
of those who have hearkened to Thy most sweet call and have
said: “Here am I, here am I, O Creator of the heavens!” My
Lord! Thou seest me gazing toward the horizon of Thy bounty
and hoping for the waves of the ocean of Thy generosity and
favor. I beseech Thee not to withhold from me what I have
desired of Thy grace. Verily Thou art the One with power over
whatsoever Thou willest through Thy word “Be” and it is.
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BH11772

To: Ahmad Effendi, in Usku
Date: 1305-10-2/ [1888-Jul-4]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Lord of wisdom and ut-
terance!

Say: Praise be unto Thee, O my God, my Lord, and my Sup-
port, for having enabled me to recognize the Dawning-Place of
Thy verses, the Dayspring of Thy clear tokens, and the Source
of Thy commandments and ordinances - He upon Whom Thou
didst send down the Furgan, and through Whom Thou didst
separate truth from falsehood, and light from darkness. I be-
seech Thee, O God of all beings and Educator of all created
things, by the waves of the ocean of Thy bounty and the efful-
gent lights of the Day-Star of Thy generosity unto Thy servants,
to ordain for this servant of Thine that which will exalt Thy
name amongst Thy creatures. Then write down for me what
Thou hast written for Thy chosen ones and Thy trusted ones.
Verily, Thou art the One Who hath power over whatsoever
Thou willest, and within Thy grasp are the reins of all who are
in the heavens and on earth. Furthermore, I praise Thee and
thank Thee for the blessing which Thou hast sent down from
the heaven of Thy Will and the atmosphere of Thy Purpose. 1
beseech Thee by Thy Most Great Signs and Thy Most Great,
Most Holy, Most Exalted Cause, to bless his footsteps among
us and ordain for him that which will gladden hearts and bring
joy to eyes. Verily, Thou art God, there is none other God but
Thee, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

O Alif and Ha, upon thee be the peace of God, the Lord of
all mankind. The Wronged One hath remembered thee before
and after, and beseecheth God, glorified and exalted be He, to
open before thy face the gates of gifts and favors, and to make
the one whom We have named ‘Abdu’r-Rahman confirmed in
that which He loveth and pleaseth. Verily, He is the Almighty,
the Most Powerful, the All-Bountiful.
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To: Hakim Lalihzar, in Hamadan
Date: 1305-10-2/ [1888-Jul-4]

He is the One manifest with truth.

He, verily, hath come from the heaven of utterance with a clear
proof and hath summoned all to the supreme horizon. Blessed
are they who are endued with true understanding, who have
cast away transgression and wickedness and have held fast to
righteousness and the fear of God. These are they who possess
insight in this age and are numbered by God, the Lord of all
worlds, among the people of the Greatest Vision. The Trusted
One made mention of thee, whereupon We make mention of
thee and bid thee to that which will exalt thy station in this
glorious and luminous station. We have adorned the heaven of
utterance with the stars of proof and have sent down therefrom
that which delighteth the eyes of them that are nigh unto God,
who have taken hold of the Book of God with the power that
proceedeth from Him and have clung to His firm and mighty
Command.

Say: O concourse of the Torah! The Friend hath appeared
and the Interlocutor hath come, both giving glad tidings of
that which hath appeared and shone forth from the horizon
of God’s Will, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Cast away
what ye have heard from the manifestations of idle fancies. The
gate of heaven hath been opened and the Lord of Names hath
come with His Revelation. None denieth this save they who
have disbelieved in God, the Lord of the mighty Throne. Let
not the turning away of them that have turned aside grieve
thee, nor the doubts of the doubtful hinder thee. Take hold
of My Book with My strength, in spite of them that have cast
the Command of God behind their backs - these, verily, are
among the idolaters. Blessed art thou for having cast away vain
imaginings through His Self-Subsisting Name on this blessed
and wondrous Day. We beseech God to make thee steadfast in
this Cause. Verily, He is the Almighty, the All-Powerful.
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To: Mirza Ali-Muhammad, in Tihran
Date: 1305-10-2/ [1888-Jul-4]

He is the One Who beholdeth him who hath turned towards
Him.

O ‘Ali-before-Muhammad! Praise be to God that in the earliest
days thou didst attain unto the recognition of the Lord of all
beings. Neither the veils of the divines nor the obscurities
of the jurisprudents did prevent thee from the Most Exalted
Horizon. This station is great. We beseech God that He may
aid thee to remain steadfast in all conditions, inasmuch as the
barking ones, the treacherous ones, and the calumniators lie in
wait, seeking to find someone to whom they may impart that
which leadeth astray.

Thou and the departed one who hath ascended unto the
Supreme Companion have ever been and continue to be
remembered. In these days the honored ‘Attar, upon him be
My Glory, made mention of you, and this most wondrous and
most exalted Tablet hath been sent down from the heaven of
favor especially for you, that thou mayest inhale the fragrance
of the All-Merciful from His utterance and the sweet-scented
breeze of divine knowledge from His Book.

The handmaiden, thy sister, upon her be the Glory of God,
hath been honored with a divine Tablet, and there hath been

revealed especially for her that which hath no likeness or peer.

We, from this station, send Our glorification upon thee and
upon her, as a grace from God, the Lord of the worlds.

Convey to all the kindred ones the greetings of the Wronged
One and give them the glad-tidings of God’s favor. Verily, He
is the Protector of the men and women who are devoted to
Him. The Glory be upon you from Us, and upon those who
have believed in God, the One, the All-Informed.
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BHO05595

To: Aliyyih Afnan daughter of Siyyid Jafar Afnan, in Yazd

Date: 1305-10-2/ [1888-Jul-4]

In the name of the Desire of the souls Wil 2 pais ply 1

O ‘Aliyyih! The Hand of Loving-kindness took hold of thee
and favored thee with Its confirmation. Through His bounty
thou didst seek the most distant station, the ultimate goal
and the supreme summit. Thou didst attain unto service and
wert honored to hearken unto His call. Thy name is wondrous,
thy mention is new, thine acceptance is recorded and thy love
is accepted. The divine bounties are beyond reckoning and
sanctified above comprehension.

The whole world, outwardly, hath turned away save a few, and
they strive and labor to extinguish the divine light and cut
down the celestial Tree. However, from the beginning of days
the Tree hath appeared before the faces of all, bearing countless
fruits. Not for a moment did it conceal itself or hide from
sight. Time and again it was imprisoned, and time and again
like captives it fell into the hands of enemies. Nevertheless,
its tongue ceased not from praise nor its pen from movement.
Glorified be His majesty and magnified be His power! There
is none other God but Him.

We beseech God to confirm thee and preserve from obliteration
that which hath been recorded. Give thanks unto thy Lord
and say: Praise be unto Thee, O Thou the Goal of the world,
for having adorned me with the ornament of Thy love and
caused me to recognize the Dawning-Place of Thy verses and
the Source of Thy commandments. I beseech Thee to make
me steadfast in Thy love and to hold fast unto the cord of Thy
bounty. Verily Thou art the Almighty, the All-Powerful, the
All-Knowing.
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BHO05628

To: Wife of Ismullah Jamal
Date: 1305-10-2/ [1888-Jul-4]

He is the Hearer and the Speaker

O leaf, companion of the person of the name of God “Jamal,”
upon both of you be the Most Glorious Beauty of God! The
Leaf of the Divine Lote-Tree makes mention of you and has
granted from the ocean of utterance that which cannot be
equaled by all the treasures of the world. Today the winds
of self and passion and ignorance and blindness have caused
most of the leaves of the world to fall and become deprived of
the Lote-Tree, while you through boundless grace and infinite
mercy have clung to it, gazed upon it and held fast to it. The
grace of God, exalted be His glory, took hold of you and guided
you to His straight path. You heard the call of the Wronged
One and attained His presence. Give thanks to your Lord for
this great bounty. His remembrance is the Sovereign of all
remembrance and His Cause is the Sovereign of all causes.

Convey My greetings to the handmaidens in that land who are
sanctified and detached from names and stories of old. O My
leaves and My handmaidens! You have ever been remembered
and have attained His grace. That which is now necessary and
obligatory is steadfastness. Hold fast unto it. Blessed is the
handmaiden who has detached herself from all else save God

and has held fast to His firm cord and His manifest Command.

The glory from Us be upon you and upon them and upon those
women who have believed in God and have said: “We believe
in Thee, O Thou the Goal of the world, and we have turned
unto Thee, O Thou the Beloved of those who are in the heavens
and on earth.”
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To: Ishaq Khan, in Hamadan

Date: 1305-10-2/ [1888-Jul-4]

In the Name of the All-Knowing Speaker! bls fos S VL"

From the beginning of the Cause this Wronged One sacrificed
His life, spirit, wealth, honor and comfort - all - in the path
of the Goal of all the worlds, and arose alone to promote the
Cause - an arising that no circumstance could alter and no
might of the ungodly could prevent Him from proclaiming the
Cause. And likewise there befell Him such oppression from the
oppressors as caused grief to the Concourse on High. And when
the Luminary of God’s Will, exalted be His glory, illumined
the horizons, the people of discord emerged from their ambush
and, with swords of hatred and animosity, attempted to slay
the Lord of Names.

We beseech God not to deprive His servants of justice and fair-
ness, nor withhold from them the waters of mercy. Praise the
Goal of all the worlds Who granted success and guided thee to
the straight path. The divines of Iran who considered them-
selves the most learned and excellent in the world wander in
the wilderness of error, while thou hast attained to the recogni-
tion of the Goal. Give thanks unto thy Lord for this supreme
gift and most exalted rank, then beseech Him to aid thee in
preserving what thou hast been given from the presence of the
Strong, the Ancient.
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BHO05970

To: Khudabakhsh, in Hamadan
Date: 1305-10-2/ [1888-Jul-4]

He is the One Who rules over all names!

O Khudabakhsh! The people of the world rejected and denied
God’s bounty. He appeared to bestow upon all eternal life and
everlasting sustenance and rest and prosperity, yet the people
turned away and rose up to harm Him. We beseech God to
assist His loved ones to serve His Cause and exalt His Word.
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He is the Powerful, the Mighty. Glory be to God! The signs
have encompassed the world and the evidences are more man-
ifest than the sun, yet every faction clings to vain imaginings.
Those who have denied God and His verses, and rejected His
sovereignty and His manifestation and His power, have truly
lost. They are among those who have perished in the Book of
God, the Lord of the worlds. We counsel all to wisdom lest
the clamor rise of those who have broken God’s covenant and
testament. Thus doth the Wronged One admonish you as a
grace from Him, and He is the All-Bountiful, the Generous.
The honored Amin has repeatedly mentioned you and sought
bounties for the friends in that land. We beseech God to illu-
mine all with the light of recognition and grant them a portion
of the sealed wine. Verily He is the Hearer, the Answerer.
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BHO05868

To: Aga Mirza Muhammad Ali Tafrishi, in Tihran
Date: 1305-10-2/ [1888-Jul-4]

In My Name that overshadoweth all names.

This is a Book which the Wronged One hath sent down unto
him who hath turned toward God, the Protector, the Self-
Subsisting. We have mentioned thee before in various verses,
and at this hour through this perspicuous Tablet. We heard
thy mention and made mention of thee, and saw thy name and
revealed for thee that which attracteth hearts. When thou hast
attained unto My Tablet and drunk the choice wine of revela-
tion from the cup of My bounty, say:

My God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having caused me
to hear Thy call and to behold the tokens of Thy Pen and for
having intoxicated me with the choice wine of Thy utterance.
O my Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy Command which Thou
hast made the key to the gates of Thy mercy and grace, and
by the dawning manifestations of the Sun of Thy bounty in Thy
days, to aid me in that which will draw me and Thy servants
nigh unto Thee. O my Lord! I am Thy servant and the son
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of Thy servant. I beseech Thee by the fragrances of Thy most
sweet utterance to manifest through me that which will spread
abroad Thy mention and praise amongst Thy creation. Then
ordain for me the good of the world to come and of this world.
Verily Thou art the Lord of the Throne on high and of the earth
below. There is none other God but Thee, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise. The Glory rest upon thee and upon thy wife and
upon every believing man and every believing woman who hath
turned and hath said: “Here am I, O Thou Goal of the mystics
and God of all who are in the heavens and on earth!”
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BHO05898

To: Aga Muhammad Isma’il
Date: 1305-10-24 [1888-Jul-4]

He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing!

Equal to the previous Books, nay greater, have verses de-
scended from the heaven of divine knowledge, and the horizon
of the world is illumined and radiant from the dawning lights
of the Day-Star of Manifestation. Yet the blind have no
share in beholding it. They cling to vain imaginings and are
occupied with their own selfish desires.

Blessed is he who was not prevented by the world’s rejection,
nor deprived of drawing nigh unto the Truth by the veils of
the nations. With the finger of certitude he rent asunder the
veils, and with a pure and sanctified heart he aimed for the
most exalted summit.

Say: O people of the world! Reflect upon the state of the
Wronged One. Without any veil or covering He summoned
all, with the most great call, to the straight path of God, and
counseled them in that which would cause the exaltation of the
Cause and the elevation of beings. Yet ears are lacking and no
seeker is to be found.

5 Give thanks to the Lord of the seen and unseen, that He guided
thee and caused thee to attain the traces of the Most Exalted
Pen. He is the Ever-Flowing One whose outpouring hath en-
compassed all things. The glances of His loving-kindness have
ever been and shall forever remain turned towards His servants.
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He is verily the All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful, and He is the
All-Compassionate, the All-Bountiful.
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BHO05656

To: Darvish Muhammad Alg
Date: 1305-10-24 [1888-Jul-4]

In the name of the peerless Lord!

2 Today the ocean of the utterance of the All-Merciful is surging
and the sun of the bounty of the True One is shining forth
and manifest. We beseech God to enable His servants to wit-
ness and hearken, that all may come and find that for which
they were created from nothingness into being. Glory be to
God! Night and day the rain of mercy hath been pouring from
the heaven of divine favor and His outpouring hath been man-
ifested in utmost perfection at every moment, yet the people
remain heedless. The True One hath at all times made men-
tion of His loved ones and continueth to do so. No seeker hath
been denied and no pursuer prevented. His path is clear and
His proof manifest. Blessed is the soul that hath not been hin-
dered by idle fancies nor deprived by vain imaginings from the
Choice Sealed Wine.

We have heard thy call and have answered thee with this Most
Holy, Most Exalted Tablet. Take it with the hand of certitude
and say: Praise be unto Thee, O Beloved of the mystics and
Goal of all who are in the heavens and the earth! The Trusted
One hath mentioned thee, so We make mention of thee, and
that which thou didst send hath come before the Wronged
One and been accepted as a bounty from God, the Lord of the
worlds. The Glory be upon thee and upon everyone who is
steadfast and firm.
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To: Mashhadi Abbas ’Als
Date: 1305-10-2/ [1888-Jul-4]

He is the Speaking One and He is the Silent One.

He speaks the truth in the Kingdom of Utterance according to
a measured degree, and remains silent concerning that which
the ears of men cannot bear to hear. Verily, He is the All-
Wise One Who speaks with measure. Glorified be He Who
hath sent down the verses and manifested the clear proofs, yet
most people are in strange doubt. They have turned away
from the Truth, advancing toward the dawning-places of vain
imaginings. They have denied Him in Whom they believed
throughout ages and centuries. Say: Do ye not behold the
effulgences of the Sun of My Cause? Be fair, by God, and follow
not every ignorant one who hath turned away from God, the
Lord of lords. They make mention of God with their tongues
while the Mother Book beareth witness to their falsehood.

Say: This is the Day in which the breezes of the morn of Rev-
elation have wafted. Blessed is he who hath inhaled their fra-
grance and hath awakened and said: “Praise be unto Thee,
O Sender of the winds!” Verily He hath appeared with the
truth and hath opened the gate of reunion before all who are
in earth and heaven. Blessed is he who hath attained the
presence, and woe unto every heedless one who hath turned
away by following those who have disbelieved in the Beginning
and the Return. Blessed art thou for having attained unto
My verses and been mentioned by the Pen of My will in this
Prison which God hath made the Dawning-place of revelation
and inspiration. We counsel thee and those who have believed
to that whereby the Cause of God shall be uplifted amongst
His servants.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Rida
Date: 1305-10-2/ [1888-Jul-4]

He is the One Who watcheth over all Names.

O concourse of kindreds! Hearken unto the call of the Lord of
all dominion in the Abode of Return. Verily, He summoneth

you, in truth, unto God, the All-Subduing, the Self-Subsisting.

Take ye My sealed wine in My Name, the Ever-Abiding, then

drink thereof at the behest of the All-Mighty, the Well-Beloved.

Say: O concourse of the Furqan! Naught that ye possess shall
avail you this Day. Cast away idle fancies, and lay hold on that
which ye have been commanded in the Book of God, the Lord
of whatsoever hath been and shall be.

This is the Day whereon the orb of proof hath shone forth from
the presence of the All-Merciful. Turn ye unto it, and follow not

the dawning-places of vain imaginings and idle suppositions.

The carpet of your worldly knowledge hath been rolled up,
and the ocean of true knowledge hath surged before your very
faces. Draw nigh thereunto, then drink from it, by a command
from the presence of God, the Lord of existence.

And when thou takest thy flight, with the pinions of certitude,
unto the Kingdom of the All-Merciful and findest the sweet
savours of the Divine Utterance, then say:

“O my God, my God! Thou beholdest me turning unto Thee,
clinging fast to Thy Cord, enkindled with the fire of Thy love,
and attracted by Thy verses. I entreat Thee by that sign at
whose appearance every neck was bowed low, and at whose
manifestation all signs were made to humble themselves, that
Thou wilt make me one who speaketh and standeth in Thy
remembrance amidst Thy creatures and in the service of Thy
Cause.

“O my Lord! T beseech Thee by the ocean of Thy bounty to
ordain for me that which shall draw me nigh unto Thee, and to
strengthen me in whatsoever befitteth Thy days. Verily, Thou
art the One, the Alone, the All-Forgiving, the Most Merciful.”
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Vol. 86: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part III BH06240
BHO06240

To: Mulla Sulayman, in Hamadan

Date: 1305-10-2/ [1888-Jul-4]

He is the Manifest Book b 8l O e

The Mother Book hath appeared and summoned all unto the
All-Glorious, the Bestower. O peoples of the earth! Hearken
unto the call of God, the Lord of the unseen and the seen. He
hath created you for the recognition of the Dayspring of His
signs and the Manifestation of His Self. Cast away what the
people possess and take hold of that which ye have been given
by God, the Lord of all men.

Say: O people of the lands! Fear ye God and deny not Him
Who hath come for the salvation of the nations and their pu-
rification through the crystal waters of this flowing stream.
Blessed is the tongue that hath been restrained from mention
and the heart that hath turned unto the Luminary of the hori-
zons. We have commanded all to that which shall preserve
them from the promptings of self and passion and draw them
nigh unto God, the Lord of the Day of Return. When thou
hearest the call from the Most Exalted Horizon, say: Glory be
unto Thee, O Lord of the Kingdom of Names and Creator of
heaven! I beseech Thee by Thy straight path and Thy mighty
announcement to make me of them whom the might of the
world hath not frightened and the clamors of the nations have
not hindered. They have turned with illumined hearts unto
Thy most exalted horizon and heard Thy sweetest call and
said: “Here am I, here am I, O Lord of all beings and Lord
of the throne on high and of the dust below! There is none
other God but Thee, the Single, the One, the Powerful, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.”
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To: Qudsiyyih daughter of Muhammad Karim Attar

Date: 1305-10-2/ [1888-Jul-4]

In the name of the Desired One of all worlds! OLlle > 5a2e pls

O my leaf of the Blessed Tree! His existence is evident and
His loving-kindness manifest. Hold fast unto Him with such
firmness that neither the winds of the allusions of the ungodly
nor the doubts of the suspicious shall cause thee to fall or keep
thee back from the Tree.

Blessed is the soul whom the power of all the peoples of the
world hath failed to prevent, and whom the might of the na-
tions hath been powerless to deter from turning with a pure
and luminous heart and uttering the words “Here am I, O De-

17

sired One of the worlds! Here am I, O Lord of eternity!

The loving-kindness of God, exalted be His glory, hath en-
compassed His chosen ones and handmaidens. How many are
the men who are deprived this day, while thou hast attained.
Know thou the value of this supreme bounty and say: “Praise
be unto Thee, O my Best-Beloved, and thanksgiving be unto
Thee, O Thou the Goal of my desire, for having made known
unto me Thy path and guided me to the Dayspring of Thy
signs and the Repository of Thy knowledge. I beseech Thee
by Thy Self and by them who have offered up their souls in
Thy path to aid this handmaiden of Thine to make mention
of Thee and to extol Thee among Thy handmaidens, and to
make her steadfast in Thy Cause. Thou art, verily, powerful
to do as Thou pleasest. There is none other God but Thee, the
Mighty, the All-Conquering, the All-Powerful.”
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BHO07009

To: Mirza Asadu’llah, in Hamadan
Date: 1305-10-2/ [1888-Jul-4]

He is the Speaker before the followers of all religions.

I say in truth this is the Day when the horizons of the cities of
the world have been illumined by the lights of the Most Great
Name. The hidden pearls that were concealed within the shells

of the ocean of knowledge have become manifest and evident.

The Source of commands and prohibitions and the Treasury of
divine knowledge and wisdom is present and visible before all
faces. Blessed is the one whom the veils of the peoples of the
world did not prevent from the Lord of Eternity. He abandoned
all else but God and with an illumined heart raised high the
banner of detachment. He is of the people of Baha - upon him
be the glory of God and His favors and gifts and bounties.

The honored Amin has repeatedly mentioned the friends of
that land, therefore there hath flowed from the Most Exalted
Pen that which is the river of mercy for the thirsty ones and
the light of knowledge for the seekers. Praise thou the Goal of
the world, for verily He hath guided thee to His straight path
and acquainted thee with the Great Announcement. Praise be
to God, the Lord of the worlds and the Master of the Day of
Judgment.
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BHO07432

To: mother of Afnan, in Yazd
Date: 1305-10-2/ [1888-Jul-4]

In the name of the Peerless Friend!

O my leaf! I testify that thou hast attained unto the presence
of God and turned towards Him when thou didst hear the Call,
and set thy face towards Him when the Sun of Revelation shone

forth from the horizon of the One Who conversed on Sinai.

Give thanks unto thy Lord for this most great favor. I swear

by the Sun of Truth that this deed is the king of all deeds.

Preserve it in the name of Truth. Man must be mindful in
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all conditions. Soon all that is visible shall vanish, and that
which is everlasting and enduring hath been and shall ever
be the Word of God. Its traces shall not be obliterated, nor
shall it be overtaken, and its fruits shall endure throughout
the kingdom of earth and heaven. God doth obliterate and
confirm whatsoever He pleaseth, and with Him is the Mother
Book. Convey My greetings to the secluded ones among the
Afnan and give them the glad-tidings of His grace and favor.
The Glory from before the Divine Lote-Tree be upon its twigs
and leaves, and upon every maidservant who hath heard and
attained and believed in God, the Single, the All-Informed.
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BHO08088

To: Aga Musa, in Hamadan
Date: 1305-10-2/ [1888-Jul-4]

He is the Hearer, the Answerer!

We make mention of him who is named Musa and give him
the glad-tidings of this Most Great Announcement. O Musa!
Hearken unto the Call from the Divine Lote-Tree: Verily there
is none other God but Him, the Single One, the All-Informed.
Through Him the ocean of knowledge has surged before the
faces of all religions, and the fruits have spoken upon the trees.
The Chosen One has come with clear sovereignty. Take hold of
the Book of God with the power that is from Him. Verily He
heareth and seeth, and He is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
Shatter the idols of vain imaginings in the name of the Lord of
all men. He will assist thee through His grace, and He is the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Nothing can prevent Him from that
which He willeth, nor can the might of the ungodly weaken Him.
We counsel thee and those who have turned towards God to
fear God, the Mighty, the Beautiful. Recite the Book of God;
verily it will guide you to an exalted station. Thus hath the
Pen spoken when the Wronged One was in this mighty prison.
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To: Aqga Yusuf, in Hamadan

Date: 1305-10-2/ [1888-Jul-4]

He is the All-Seeing Speaker! Ly fody 5 ol

The fire of self and passion hath afflicted most of the people
of the earth and kept them back from drawing nigh unto God,
glorified be His majesty. Night and day they are consumed by
the fire of greed and deprived of the light of detachment. With
all their soul they strive after wealth and glory, heedless of to
whom this wealth shall revert the following day and who shall
inherit this glory. We beseech God that He may assist thee
and the sons of Khalil and the heirs of Kalim in that land to
achieve that which is befitting. Make mention of each one on
behalf of this Wronged One. Jinab-i-Amin, upon him be My
glory, hath made mention of each one and hath been blessed
with the sacred verses from the Supreme Pen. We beseech
God, exalted be He, to preserve you and ordain for you the
best in this world and the next. Verily He is the Lord of all
creation. There is none other God but Him, the All-Knowing,
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the All-Wise.
BHO08163
To: Mirza Aga Jan, in Hamadan
Date: 1305-10-24 [1888-Jul-4]
In the name of the one true God! & Asls ol

All the peoples of the world believe themselves to be gazing
toward the Truth and to have attained His knowledge, yet the
Truth hath not acknowledged this, nor doth He accept these
claims, for today the Truth is manifest and the Kingdom of
Utterance is present before all faces, yet all remain heedless and
veiled. Blessed is the party that hath separated itself from all
parties and hath been designated in the Tablets as the Party
of God. Today all ties are severed. Blessed is the soul that
hath attained the tie of the Truth - such a one is accounted as
one of the gems of existence in the presence of Him Who is the
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Ever-Living. O Aqa Jan! We have previously made mention  J &3 (:.kla,» ‘3>-;\ 4;}:,: RPN
of thee. The glance of Our loving-kindness hath ever been
directed toward His loved ones. We beseech Him to aid thee at
all times in that which will cause the elevation of God’s Cause.

ol ) STyl e a1, Al a1

S o) Sy S5 pin 43 5 Uiy

Convey the greetings of the Wronged One to the friends, that (‘Jzﬂ\ oot ) ('-rﬂ
perchance this remembrance may draw them nigh unto God, BLIB Orl5712.188

the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting.

BH10486

To: Muhammad Rahim Attar
Date: 1305-10-2/ [1888-Jul-4]

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Informed! ! 2] P

O Muhammad-Qabl-i-Rahim! Thou hast attained unto the Oble 5 S g cas 5k P Js 451,
Most Great Horizon and the favors of the Lord of Divine De- - . R

cree. Know thou the worth of this most exalted station. We &_’w} v d‘;\f b el thz\ o ):\9 S
counsel thee with that which will cause the elevation of thy Gb Lis o f e Cu")\ e 42l (‘?L“"‘
station. The world is transient - look not unto it, but rather — JIy¥ b bl 5 Lds sl d) bl by
unto Him Who created and manifested it. This Wronged One 5k v adlosgep o)1, 5le ¢ lae
hath ever enjoined upon His servants that which is conducive sl @y Ol cwl bl &85 5 Coan
to the appearance of divine bounty and blessing. The door of ¢ fgw W 5 oL JT:JQ Ol ys o
wealth is trustworthiness. We counsel all Our loved ones to % - T e
observe it. Hold fast unto it, then know its station. Verily, the G flﬂ\ » V’“"U AMplae 2,01 s k.
Wronged One is the True Counsellor, the Trustworthy. INBA23:146, BLIB_ Or15716.068.15

BH10713

To: Inayatullah Farzar
Date: 1305-10-24 [1888-Jul-4]

He is the All-Knowing and the All-Powerful. blg s LS oy

O ‘Inayatu’llah ‘Attar, upon whom be the Glory of the Chosen |3 45,6 & §3 kbl LT e e Jlale |

One! 'Ment'ion hath been made. of thee, wherefore the glance 56 el ‘}e ROAE 44.).,’ & el LU
of loving-kindness hath been directed towards thee and thou
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hast been made to attain unto the verses of the Most Exalted 4l :,J- 17 2 sdad aaSe Cd 3y ol 590 3
Pen. Today no consideration is given to mere kinship. We _-,_M\:\ o @Y Sand b agr 0ns8 §3
have mentioned thee for the love of God. Strive thou to attain ) | ; e B f\lg spais oS A (guh Fb
unto a station worthy of these days. Praise be to the Goal » ;ﬁ:) 5 spp Al U ) S5 L

of all existence Who brought thee forth from the loins of one 3‘ il
of His loved ones. Verily, thy Lord is the All-Forgiving, the 7
All-Merciful. INBA18:347, BLIB_ Or15738.212
BH10935

To: Hagji Shukrullah brother of Muhammad Karim Attar, in Tihran

Date: 1305-10-2/ [1888-Jul-4]

He is the Manifest, the Speaking One, the Most Great. (:E.J\ bl J.aU;'J\ »

O Shukru’llah! Thou hast attained unto that which was men- ST Al " 53 2| a2 b sy
tioned and recorded in the divine Books. Beseech thou God L, b .x_;l: 1l })\)}MJ
that He may assist thee to preserve this lofty and glorious sta-
tion. The days are passing; strive thou to attain unto that
which shall be inscribed in the Book of God and shall remain
preserved from obliteration. This is the counsel of the Wronged
One unto His loved ones. Blessed are they that act.
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BH11469

To: Wife of Zaynul-Abidin
Date: 1305-10-24 [1888-Jul-4]

...O my handmaiden and my leaf!... Today the education of L= 5 JLbl 7 s o) vee 855 20l b
children and their protection is regarded as the most merito- 7 | S e Jlaze 159 35 JLl d 5ol
rious of all deeds in the sight of the Self-Sufficient, the Most -1, b e Ky iyl s 4
High. Though outwardly it may be toilsome, yet it is the cause v St g 035 (SN

of eternal rest and has ever been so....
MASR.077x
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To: Muhammad Rasul et al., in Rasht
Date: 1305-11 [1888-Jul]

In the name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted, Most
Glorious Lord!

Praise, sanctified from decline and transformation, change and
obliteration, befitteth the Court of the Self-Subsisting One,
Who hath summoned them that are endued with understand-
ing unto the horizon of His Manifestation in their ultimate
habitation. His favor hath encompassed the world of existence,
both seen and unseen. His path is like unto a brilliant and lu-
minous lamp, and His proof like unto the manifest and resplen-
dent sun. The sweet waters of His utterance are the portion of
them that thirst in the city of understanding. Glorified be His
majesty and universal be His bounty! Glory be unto God that
despite this, the blind have not seen - and praise be to God
that they have not seen! The fewer the rivals, the sweeter and
more pleasant is the work of the lovers.

O lovers! Come ye, come ye! The Beloved is manifest and ri-
vals are scarce. Now is the time to take the cup of reunion from
the hand of the Self-Sufficient One and, despite the servants’
opposition, to drink therefrom. A thousand pities and a hun-
dred thousand regrets that while the Desired One is present
and manifest without veil or concealment, yet the people of
the world are some turned away, some bewildered, and some
astonished. By what excuse do they excuse themselves? If they
say divine proof is the Book, we present a hundred books. If
they say it is explanation, in most books, scriptures and tablets
hath been revealed that which every person of insight testifieth
to the power and all-encompassing knowledge of God, exalted
be His glory. Would one possessed of insight be denied a drop
from the Most Great Ocean, or a particle from the sun? What
intoxication hath seized them all!l By the life of our Object,
the recompense of their deeds hath seized them all and barred
them from the direction of the Divine Unity. We beseech God
to grant awareness to the heedless and wakefulness to them
that slumber. The forbearance of God, exalted be His glory,
seeketh salvation for all. Verily He is the Most Merciful of
them that show mercy and the Most Generous of the generous
ones.

Thereafter, the letter of that spiritual beloved arrived, from
which wafted the fragrance of submission and contentment,
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and from which appeared the glad tidings of health and well-
being. After its perusal and reading, it ascended to the Most
Exalted Kingdom and, after permission was granted, attained
the honor of being heard in the presence. This is what was
revealed in reply, blessed and exalted be His Word:

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Informed

This is a Book which the Wronged One hath revealed, wherein
He giveth glad tidings unto the servants of God’s Kawthar, the
Self-Subsisting, the All-Compelling. Verily it is My utterance
in the dominion of My knowledge. Blessed is he who hath
heard and hath said: “Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of the
seen and unseen!” The ocean of certitude hath surged at the
right hand of the All-Merciful, and the fragrance of revelation
hath wafted when the Ancient Beauty was established upon
the throne of His name, the All-Loving. The worlds of wis-
dom and utterance have been illumined by the lights of the
Sun of My manifestation, yet most of the people do not under-
stand. They have denied that which hath appeared with truth
and that which hath been sent down through grace, yet they
perceive it not. They hear the verses of God and deny them,
and they see His clear tokens and turn away from them. By
My life!l They are of those who have broken God’s covenant
and His testament, and have abandoned that which they were
commanded in the Preserved Tablet.

Hearken unto the call from the direction of the Prison. It will
draw thee nigh unto God, the Lord of existence. Beware lest
the hints of those who have turned away from the Truth and
the doubts of those who have disbelieved in God, the Lord
of the Kingdom, make thee sorrowful. Say: O people of the
earth! Fear God and follow not every ignorant and veiled one.
Behold ye and remember when Muhammad, the Messenger of
God, came with clear signs, the people denied Him and com-
mitted that whereby the pillars of the Word were scattered and
the essences of existence lamented. Come ye and judge with
fairness: By what proof did ye believe in God’s Messengers
of old, and by what evidence do ye now turn away from the
Truth, the Knower of things unseen, Who calleth aloud before
the faces of all mankind: “The Kingdom is God’s, the Lord of
the Promised Day!”

O people! Ye may produce what ye possess, and We shall set
forth unto you the Word of God, the Almighty, the Beloved.
Beware lest the books of the world hold you back from the
Book of God which speaketh in this praiseworthy station. Say:
By God! This is a Day wherein the Mother Book speaketh
and all things proclaim: “The Promise is come, and in every
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matter the Promised One declareth: ‘There is none other God
but Me, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.”’

Hearken unto the divine call in the Persian tongue, that per-
chance the heedless may become aware and the dead may at-
tain eternal life through the sweet-scented stream of the All-
Merciful’s utterance. Today the Sun of loving-kindness hath
risen from the highest horizon of the world, and the Luminary
of grace shineth from the zenith of the exalted heaven of the
Most High Heart. It would be a pity should the servants re-
main deprived of the Ever-Flowing Source of truth on this day.
The rain of mercy poureth down at all times, and the verses
of grandeur are revealed throughout nights and days. Say: O
ye dead ones! Today the Hand of bounty proffereth the wa-
ter of immortality; deprive not yourselves thereof. The Sun of
grace, through the blessed Greatest Name, bestoweth spiritual
light; render not yourselves deprived. This Day hath no peer or
likeness. Trusting in God, set your faces toward the supreme
height and most exalted station, which is the recognition of
God, exalted be His glory. Say: O My loved ones! Leave delu-
sions to the deluded, and arise with firm steps to serve the
Cause. We beseech God to assist you and reinforce you with
the hosts of wisdom and utterance. He is the Powerful One to
Whose might the tongues of all beings testify. Blessed is the
one whom the doubts of the worlds of conjecture and fancy
have not held back from the lights of the Luminary of certi-
tude. Through the Name of God, exalted be His glory, break
down the barrier and rend asunder the veils that hinder, that
ye may attain unto the pearls of the divine ocean of mercy.
Verily, He is the All-Bountiful, the All-Forgiving.

Make mention of the Wronged One to His loved ones and give
them the glad tidings of the divine, heavenly Kawthar. Thy
Lord is verily the Compassionate, the Generous.

Praise be to God, thou hast attained that which hath been the
cherished hope of those near unto Him. Now, with patience,
calm, forbearance and dignity, summon the servants to the
horizon of divine knowledge. The conditions of that land and
whatsoever hath occurred and shall occur therein are all mani-
fest and visible in the presence of Him from Whose knowledge
nothing is hidden. However, He hath repeatedly commanded
that the attribute of the Concealer standeth before His face, be-
seeching, and likewise the attribute of the All-Patient. There-
fore, for now these matters remain veiled. The end of all affairs
is in the hand of our Lord - He doeth whatsoever He willeth
and ordaineth what He pleaseth. Praise be to God that that
spiritual friend, after attaining His presence and meeting, was
assisted in serving the Cause. Assuredly, whosoever ariseth
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for the sake of God and wisheth well for all the peoples of the
world shall be aided by His invisible confirmations. That hon-
ored one hath been mentioned repeatedly in the Most Holy
Court, and this servant beseecheth God, exalted be His glory,
that His favors may at all times encompass him and His grace
assist him. Verily, He is the Forgiving, the Merciful.

Furthermore, the petition of the honored friend, Aqa
Muhammad-Sadiq, upon him be the glory of God, was re-
ceived and presented in the Most Holy Court, and one sacred
Tablet was specifically revealed for him from the heaven of
the Divine Will and dispatched. This servant beseecheth
his Lord to assist him in remembering Him and serving His
Cause. Verily, He is the Hearer, the Answerer. In truth, from
his petition wafted the fragrance of love and steadfastness.
How excellent is this! Praise be to God, he hath presented
that which is befitting and likewise mentioned that which
is requisite for faith and certitude. Verily, bounty is in the
hand of God, our Lord and your Lord. He ordaineth what He
pleaseth for whom He pleaseth, and He is the Powerful, the
Mighty. His blessed and exalted Word:

He is the One Who speaketh in the Kingdom of Utterance

This is a Book which the All-Merciful hath sent down unto him
who hath heard the Call and turned towards it, saying: “Praise
be unto Thee, O Lord of all beings, for having manifested
Thyself, revealed Thy verses and shown forth Thy clear tokens
on a Day whereon the limbs of all names trembled for fear of
those who have disbelieved in God, the Lord of all worlds.” O
Muhammad-Sadiq! Hear the Call from the Supreme Horizon -
verily there is no God but Him, the Single, the One, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise. The servant who is present brought
thy letter and presented it before the face of the Wronged One.
We perceived from it the fragrance of thy turning, thy devotion,
thy humility and thy submissiveness to this Cause whereby
the feet of the mystics have slipped. Blessed be thy tongue,
for it hath spoken the truth; and thy face, for it hath turned
toward the lights of the Countenance; and thy heart, for it hath
turned to the One, the All-Informed. When the intoxication
of thy Lord’s utterance overtaketh thee and thou drinkest the
Kawthar of proof from the cup of bounty and bestowal, say:

5 “My God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having awakened

me through the breezes of the dawn of Thy manifestation and
raised me up when Thy servants and creatures were thunder-
struck. I beseech Thee by the light of Thy Cause which hath
shone forth from the horizon of the heaven of Thy will, and by
the Word whereby Thou hast subdued the hearts of Thy loved
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ones, to make me in all conditions hold fast unto Thy will, cling
to the hem of Thy decree, and be content with that which Thou
hast ordained for me through Thy bounty and grace. O Lord!
Thou seest me turning unto Thee and detached from all else
but Thee. Aid me to soar in the atmosphere of Thy nearness
and to make mention of Thee and praise Thee in Thy domin-
ion with wisdom and utterance. Verily, Thou art the Powerful,
the Mighty, the Bestower. Then assist me, O Lord of Names
and Creator of heaven, to preserve what Thou hast given me
through Thy bounty, and ordain for me that which shall be a
solace to me in all the worlds of Thy worlds. Verily, Thou art
God, the Powerful, the Mighty, the Great.”

All praise be unto God, thanksgiving be unto Him, power be
unto Him, and authority be unto Him. He hath sent down
from the heaven of His knowledge that which hath attracted
the hearts of His creation. Man standeth bewildered before the
greatness of His grace, bounty and mercy. We beseech Him to
perfect our imperfect deeds, actions and words, and to adorn
them with the ornament of acceptance. He is the Powerful, He
is the Kind. There is none other God but Him, the Mighty,
the Help in Peril.

Furthermore, the letter of the honored brother, Haji Hasan
Mi?ri, upon him be the Glory of God, which you sent to this
servant arrived. Praise be to God, it was the cause of joy,
gladness and delight, for it was adorned with the mention of
God, exalted be His glory. After reading and reviewing it, it
was taken to the Most Exalted Station, presented before His
countenance, and attained the honor of His attention. One
Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet was revealed from the Sacred
Heaven specifically for him and was sent. God willing, may
they drink from the ocean of utterance of the Desired One of
all worlds, cup after cup and chalice after chalice, in spite of
those who have denied God and His verses, turned away from
His presence, and rejected what hath appeared from Him. And
this is what was revealed for him from the heaven of bounty.
His blessed and exalted Word:

He is the Hearer, the Answerer

This is a Book sent down in truth from the Wronged One to
him who hath believed in God, the Lord of lords, that the Call
may draw him to the Supreme Horizon and bring him nigh
unto a station wherein the Tongue of Grandeur proclaimeth:
“There is none other God but I, the Mighty, the Bestower.” The
horizons have been filled with the signs of God, the Lord of the
Day of Mutual Meeting, yet most of the people are in doubt
and dissension. O Hasan! Upon thee be My Glory. Hearken
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unto My Call from the direction of My prison. Verily, He
will aid thee to make mention of Me and to praise Me, and will
protect thee from the evil of Mine enemies who have fabricated
lies against God, the Lord of all beings. We have brought forth
from the treasuries of Our Most Exalted Pen before the faces
of all peoples the pearls of wisdom and utterance, whereunto
testifieth the Mother Book. The servant in attendance hath
presented thy letter and read it before Our face. We have
revealed for thee that wherefrom the sincere ones will find the
fragrance of God, the Lord of all religions. Blessed art thou for
having rent asunder the veils and turned towards Him when
the people were in heedlessness and error. Make mention of My
loved ones on My behalf and remind them of what hath been
sent down for them from the heaven of grandeur and favors.
We beseech God to aid thee to serve the Cause with utterances
whereby hearts will be attracted and spirits transformed. Give
thanks unto God for having aided thee, given thee success, and
given thee to drink from the Kawthar of utterance that which
the riches of all parties cannot equal.

In the Persian tongue, hear thou the divine call. By the life
of God! Ears have been created and brought from nothing-
ness into being for these days. God willing, mayest thou be
set ablaze with the fire of the divine Lote-Tree with such an
ignition that its effect will become manifest in the hearts of
men. These days have been and are the days of the most great
bounty and the supreme mercy. Blessed is the servant who
hath arisen to serve the Cause with wisdom and utterance. He
is indeed of the people of Baha in the Qayyum-i-Asma. To this
testify the Books of God and beyond them every fair-minded
and discerning one, and every knowing and informed one.

Glory be unto God! The ornaments of the world have pre-
vented the peoples from the Most Great Name. All have testi-
fied and do testify to their transience; yet for the sake of two
fleeting days, they have deprived themselves of eternal life and
everlasting existence. Arise to serve the Cause, placing thy
trust in God. Verily, He will assist thee and aid thee with the
hosts of the seen and the unseen. Thy Lord, verily, is power-
ful over all things. Today the effulgences of the Sun of divine
bounty have encompassed all, inasmuch as He hath strictly for-
bidden conflict, discord and strife in the Book. One must arise
to aid the Cause of the Beloved of the worlds through the hosts
of wisdom and utterance. This is the command of God, both
before and after. Blessed are they that have attained!

2 Say: My God, my God! Thou seest me clinging fast to Thee

and to Thy Cause. Aid me in Thy service, then make my men-
tion to have such effect, through Thy power, that it may guide
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hearts unto the Supreme Heart, through Whose fragrances the
earth and heaven were attracted, and through a single one of
Whose signs the Hour appeared with its tokens, and the Res-
urrection with its mysteries. Verily, Thou art the Omnipotent
over whatsoever Thou willest, and within Thy grasp are the
reins of all who are in the heavens and on earth. Praise be
unto Thee, O God of the worlds and Goal of them that have
recognized Thee!

Praise be to God, the breezes of His favor have enveloped
them. God is witness and testifier that this servant has ever
beseeched, in the court of the Goal of all the worlds, that which
is sanctified above peer or likeness on behalf of the friends, and
has specifically sought confirmation for them and strength to
preserve what He has bestowed. Verily, He is the Most Power-
ful of the powerful and the Most Generous of the generous.

They must engage in assistance both night and day, and like-
wise in the refinement of souls and the reformation of the world.
Surely you have heard of the shepherd in the Age of Ignorance
who, though unworthy of mention, through turning to God be-
came the bearer of mysteries and guide of the righteous. Sim-
ilarly, the fisherman became possessed of heavenly mysteries
- he who in previous Books was known as Peter and in the
Arabic tongue as Simon.

5 Furthermore, praise be to God, they were recently adorned

with the ornament of true forgiveness. Now they possess the
station of one who came into the world through prayer, whom
God has manifested through His grace and mercy. Some time
ago, a Most Holy and Most Exalted Tablet was specifically
revealed and sent to them. It beareth witness that our Lord
and their Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

Every person of insight and fairness knows that Hadi Dawlat-
Abadi had no understanding whatsoever of the Cause from
the beginning, and his heedlessness, misguidance and lack of
comprehension reached such a point that he has lately busied
himself with organizing a party like unto the Shi’ih party. It
would be most fitting for someone to ask him what became
of the previous party who for years considered themselves the
most learned, most excellent, most noble and most understand-
ing, and what was the fruit of their deeds on the Day of Reck-
oning, save that they committed that which became evident to
the dwellers of the most exalted Paradise and the inhabitants
of the supreme Heaven - that they were the most lost among
the peoples of the world. By the life of our Lord and your Lord,
they committed that which causeth the eye of justice to weep
and the Supreme Pen to lament.
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» To this day the misguided divines of Iran curse the Truth from

their pulpits. Such were the deeds of the Shi’ihs on the Day of
Resurrection. Now that heedless one, bereft of understanding,
occupies himself with mention of successor, chief, noble and the
like, intending to establish for the hapless people a Jabulqa of
suspicions, a Jabulsa of vain imaginings, and a region of false-
hood. By the life of our Beloved and our Goal, it is incumbent
and obligatory upon all souls to protect the servants from the
evil of that heedless one, lest they be afflicted with fancies like
unto those of the past. This servant beseeches God not to de-
prive any of His servants, nor prevent him and his like from the
waves of the ocean of knowledge. The poor one is heedless and
knoweth not that love of leadership hath seized him. During
the Manifestation of the Primal Point - may the spirit of all else
be sacrificed for His sake - love of rank and station deprived
all the divines of that age from the Lord of all beings. They
pronounced the decree of His death and martyred His followers
in every city. They committed that which the Pen is ashamed
to recount and the tongue to express. In these lands, one ap-
peared by the name of Mihdi and none turned away from him.
Now some hundred thousand souls have gathered around him
although his true state is unknown. Yet when the Dawning-
Place of divine verses and the Manifestation of the divine Self
appeared in Iran, the divines gathered together and subjected
Him to the gravest abasement and martyred Him. The curse
of God be upon the wrongdoing people!

In these days, numerous letters have repeatedly arrived from
the beloved of hearts, his honor Amin, upon him be the Most
Glorious Beauty of God, and in each letter mention was made
of your honor and the honored one mentioned above, upon him
be Baha’u’llah, and his honor Aga Muhammad Isma’il and his
honor Aga ‘Ali and other friends, upon them be Baha’u’llah,
and he requested a Tablet for each one. Some time ago Tablets
were revealed specifically for some and were sent, and now
also in answer to the petitions they have been revealed, and
those letters which they themselves had written have been dis-
patched, and concerning each one he requested bounty. All
were presented in the presence of Him from Whose knowledge
nothing escapes, and an answer was graciously given. All this is
from His all-encompassing grace and His mercy that hath pre-
ceded all things. He, verily, is the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

As to what was mentioned regarding his honor ‘Abdu’l-Husayn
Khan, upon him be the Glory of God, that which would en-
sure the perpetuity of his remembrance was previously revealed
specifically for him and was sent to his honor Amin, upon him
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be Baha’u’llah, that he might forward it. This servant also
conveys greetings to him and beseeches God, exalted be His
glory, to assist and grant success in preserving bounties that
are without peer or likeness. Likewise, in response to the pe-
tition of his honor Haji ‘Ali, upon him be the Glory of God,
there was revealed that which is the spirit of life for the body of
the world, and one Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet was also
revealed and sent specifically for his honor Aga Muhammad
Isma’il, upon him be Baha'u’llah. Well is it with them and joy
be to them. It is hoped that they will be assisted and enabled
to arise with perfect steadfastness and complete determination
to spread the verses and teach the Word of the Beloved of the
worlds.

Mention was made of his honor Khudabakhsh, upon him be
the Glory of God. Praise be to God that he attained unto
the traces of the Supreme Pen. Blessed is he and blessed are
they whom the happenings of the world and its affairs have not
prevented from God, the Lord of the mighty throne. After his
name was mentioned before the seat of the world’s Purpose,
these exalted words were revealed - exalted and blessed be His
utterance:

“O Messenger! The mentioned souls have been set ablaze by
the fire of the blessed Tree and illumined by the light of the
Cause. Convey greetings from the Wronged One to Khud-
abakhsh and give him the glad-tidings of the waves of the ocean
of divine bounty. Today, whosoever hath turned to the most
exalted horizon hath in that instant been encompassed by di-
vine forgiveness. From all directions the realities of things se-
cretly give him glad-tidings and congratulations, saying: ‘How
excellent is thy state, for thou hast been adorned with the orna-
ment of forgiveness and embellished with the crown of justice.
Blessed are they that attain, and joy be to them that attain!
The Command is in God’s hands, the Lord of the worlds.” End
quote.

The answer to each of the requests of that spiritual friend hath
been revealed from the heaven of divine favor and sent forth.
God willing, may ears and eyes be purified by the lights of the
utterance of the Most Merciful, and may all give voice to the
blessed words “Thine is the praise, O God of the world, and
Thine is the glory, O Lord of names.”

And finally, remembrance and glory and splendor be upon thee
and upon whosoever heareth the Word and respondeth, for
such a one is among the people of this noble station. Praise be
to our Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)
Date: 1305-11 [1888-Jul]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord!

Praise, thanksgiving, remembrance, glorification, peace and
splendor, in the highest degree, befit the most holy and sub-
lime threshold of the Desired One, Whose Pen of Will moves
by day and night in remembrance of His chosen ones and near
Through the Kawthar of utterance which flows from
Him, hearts and minds attain unto a wondrous new life. What
pen could ever prove capable of giving thanks for this supreme
benevolence and praise for this mighty gift? The waves of
the ocean of bounty have appeared in such wise that those
who wield the pen are powerless and incapable of enumerating
them. His mercy has taken precedence, adorning nothingness
with the ornament of existence. Blessed is the soul that in His
days has attained, and has become possessed of but one word
from His presence. Verily, He is the Mighty, the Bestower, in
the beginning and in the end.

ones.

Thereafter, O beloved of my heart! A few days ago brief replies
were written to your detailed letters, and these were sent along
with wondrous and exalted Tablets, that perchance assured
souls might drink from the depths of the ocean of oneness con-
cealed within the words of the Desired One of all worlds, and
attain unto fresh life. Your letter, together with the letters and
petitions of the friends, reached the Most Holy Court, and that
which was specifically revealed for each one bears witness to
the Day of God and all that hath been made manifest therein.
As bidden, give the glad-tidings unto all and deliver whatsoever
hath been sent, both past and present. Despite the world’s up-
heavals and its incidents, and the hatred of the former party
- namely the Shiites - the Most Exalted Pen hath not ceased
from remembrance, and with the most loud-sounding call hath
summoned and continueth to summon all.

In these days, praise be to God, the friends arrive continuously;
no space remaineth. In two days, nineteen souls with radiant
faces and illumined hearts arrived and attained. Though space
is limited, by God’s grace their hearts are vast. In hardship
they are patient, holding fast to beautiful patience. The ser-
vant beseecheth his Lord to ordain for them the good of this
world and the next. Papers numbering the numerical value
of Bahhaj (11) were sent. In all cases, beseech the True One,
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exalted be His glory, to aid all to that which is the cause of
eternal remembrance and everlasting life. One Most Holy and
Most Exalted Tablet was specifically revealed and sent for Haji
Hasan (M.S.), upon him be the Glory of God, and one blessed
Tablet specifically for Aqga Muhammad Sadiq, upon him be
the Glory of God, in response to his petition. And specifically
for the son, wife and uncle of Aga Ali Haydar, upon him be
the Glory of God and His favors, sacred and luminous Tablets
were revealed and sent; these will reach them. Indeed, what
that beloved one wrote regarding their being set ablaze with
the fire of love and their arising to serve the Cause is the truth,
in which there is no doubt.

As to what was mentioned concerning the other loved ones,
upon them be the Glory of God - all was presented at the Most
Holy Court and attained the honor of His hearing. His blessed
and exalted Word: “O Amin! Upon thee be My Glory and My
loving-kindness.” The letters from your honor, both previous
and recent, which you sent to this servant arrived and were
presented at the Most Holy Court. We made mention of each
of the loved ones mentioned therein. The gaze of the Wronged
One has ever been directed toward His loved ones. God willing,
may they attain to such a station wherein the happenings of
the world will not hold them back from remembrance, praise
and service to the Cause. May they be ignited by the fire of
the Divine Lote-Tree and illumined by the light of His Cause.
Specifically regarding those souls mentioned from Kaf and Ra
for whom your honor requested Tablets - each has attained
that around which the ocean of utterance circles. We beseech
God to assist them through His grace, to remind them of His
verses, draw them nigh unto Him, and ordain for them the
Most Great Steadfastness. God willing, it is hoped they will
attain this most great and mighty station and behold all else
but God as a mere handful of clay.

The helpless servants are unaware, imagin-
ing that Hadi-i-Dawlat-Abadi and Mirza Baqir-i-Isfahani are
cognizant of the Cause. Every person of insight and hearing
testifies that all were and are utterly ignorant and move in ab-
solute darkness. That most grievous calamity was never with
the Truth but appeared through a deception that had and has
no likeness or equal. The Tablets of God which the late Aqa
Hasan, upon him be the Glory of God, carried upon first arriv-
ing at the prison fell into the hands of that deceitful oppressor,
who gave them to Mirza Hadi, son of that illusory person. He
copied them in his own hand in Yahya’s name and sent them
to certain places. Where has fairness gone? What happened to
justice? They have turned away from the Truth which, from
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the beginning of the Cause until now, has openly and with-
out any veil summoned the peoples of East and West to the
Supreme Horizon, while they cling to idle fancies and idols.
Leave them to their vain desires and leave them in their idle
discourse, for they neither perceive, nor recognize, nor know.

Glory be to God! Verses have been revealed and descended like
rain, yet the heedless ones of the world claim knowledge and,
like the former party, have strived and continue to strive to mis-
lead the servants. In that dispensation, a few souls deprived
the helpless servants of eternal bounty, everlasting sustenance,
and the recognition of God, exalted be His glory. This evanes-
cent servant beseeches and implores God to raise up servants
who will protect people from former superstitions, break the
idols of falsehood and fancy, and turn toward the station of
truth and certitude. He is the Powerful, the Mighty. There is
no God but Him, the Lord of the Throne and earth.

Convey greetings from this evanescent servant to the loved ones
in every land. I beseech and implore God, exalted be His glory,
to cause all to attain that which leads to the reformation of
the world and the life of nations. Verily, He has power over
all things. Glory, remembrance and praise be upon you and
upon those who are with you, who love you and hear your word
concerning the Cause of God, the Lord of the worlds.

The servant

In the sacred month of Dhi’l-Qa’dih 1305
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To: Aga Muhammad Rida Nahhas (Nazareth) et al., in Haifa
Date: 1305-11-04 [1888-Jul-13)]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Grandeur and the Power!

Praise be to the One worthy and deserving, Who adorned the
heavens with His pure footsteps and illumined creation with
His existence. Upon Him be the blessings of God, the mercy
of God, the loving-kindness of God and His grace, and upon
His family through whom the pillars of religion were fortified
and the signs of God were spread forth at all times.
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And then, your letter arrived and brought boundless joy.
Praise be to God, you are enjoying the bounties of unity
and detachment, and health and well-being. Regarding what
you wrote about Qurratu’l-‘Ayn ‘Inayatu’llah, after it was
presented, they said it was very good and a blessed deed has
become manifest for ‘Inayatu’llah. In truth this is a favor
befitting his name. However, tell ‘Inayatu’llah on my behalf:
“O ‘Inayat, we beseech God, glorified be His majesty, for
assistance for you, and we seek favor for your favor. Now the
signs of favor must become manifest. God willing, you must
conduct yourself in such a way as to be the cause of assurance
and contentment to your teacher. Do not interfere in affairs
without his permission and consent. This is my counsel -
hear it well and act upon it. We beseech God to assist you
and enable you to elevate your station and exalt your name.
Verily, He has power over all things.” End quote.

In truth, you too must at all times remind Qurratu’l-‘Ayn and
make mention to him of the blessed, goodly words. God will-
ing, there is hope that he will act as befits him and become the
cause of manifesting the love of that company. I send greet-
ings to my spiritual friend, Aga Ghulam-‘Ali, upon him be
God’s everlasting peace. The gift that was sent arrived on the
appointed day, attained the presence and was honored with
acceptance. Now this blessed word completes the mention:
Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

I send greetings to the honored mother of ‘Inayatu’llah, upon
them both be 966 [Baha’u’llah], and I beseech confirmation for
her. We ask God, blessed and exalted be He, to send down
upon you a blessing from His presence and mercy from His
side. Verily He is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. Your
gift also arrived today - one was sent to the mansion and the
other is present and has attained what is befitting. Peace, re-
membrance and praise be upon you and upon God’s righteous
servants.

i After completing the letter, they summoned and said: “O ‘In-

ayat, God willing, may you be assisted in that which is the
cause of loftiness and exaltation. There is hope, God willing,
that you will become the cause of good mention for that party.
Verily God is the Powerful, the Unconstrained.” End quote.

God willing, if he is enabled to accomplish what was mentioned,
surely the unseen assistance will assist him and confirm him.
Peace be upon you and the mercy of God and His blessings.
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The servant, on 4 Dhi’l-Qa’dih al-Haram 1305
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To: Siyyid Ali Yazdi Husband of Hubbiyyih, in Eqypt
Date: 1305-11-16 [1888-Jul-25]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Grandeur and the Power!

2 Praise, sanctified from the world and the mention of nations,
befitteth the Possessor of the Kingdom of eternity and the
Creator of earth and heaven, Who through His absolute Will
created the heaven and made manifest the earth. From these
two the clouds appeared, and from them the rains descended,
and from the rains the ocean became manifest, and from it the
waves came into being. This is the station of the visible ocean;
but as for the ocean of utterance, it hath appeared from the
rain of the clouds of truth. Through the movement of the Will,
resplendent waves arose, and these waves in one station are
His manifestations of Names and attributes that have encom-
passed the world. Glorified be the Creator, glorified be the
Educator, glorified be the Maker, glorified be the Bestower!
And peace and blessings be upon the Most Great Ocean and
the Lord of the world and the Goal of nations. He is the ocean
of divine knowledge and its waves, and the signs and mys-
teries of names and attributes. The pearls of this ocean are
sanctified beyond counting and exalted above all limitations.
Through Him were spread the signs of knowledge and the mys-
teries of arts. And upon His family and companions, through
whom tongues have testified to God’s oneness, power, might,
grandeur and sovereignty, and through whom the luminary of
justice shone forth among the servants and the sun of grace
dawned upon all lands - an everlasting and eternal peace.

To continue: the letter of that spiritual beloved arrived. This
servant, thinking it was paper bearing writing, upon touching
it found it to be water in spirituality and delicacy - the prop-
erties of water were manifest from it. It quenched the thirst
of separation and illumined the darkness of remoteness with
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the light of nearness. A hundred thousand praises upon the in-
termediaries between us, the interpreters between us, namely
the pen and the ink. After attention, consideration and obser-
vation, proceeding to the station, it was presented before the
countenance of the Lord - His utterance, may our spirits be
sacrificed for Him:

Praise be to God, it arrived without delay, hindrance or pause,
giving glad tidings of humility, submissiveness, certitude and
assurance. The fragrance of love is diffused at all times and
the call of the heart is raised in all moments. Praise be to God,
the feast of hearing is present if the people of possibility would
accept it, and the feast of sight is manifest if they would attain
true vision. We beseech and supplicate God that perchance His
all-encompassing grace and manifest bounty may preserve the
people of unity from the oppression and transgressions of the
ungodly. The city of Egypt, which is now your residence, has
been the seat of unity and in every age has appeared adorned
with a new ornament and resplendent with the lights of arts
and sciences. Now its tranquility has been transformed to agi-
tation and its light to darkness. the ungodly have surrounded
it while the believers are asleep and heedless of the cause and
reason. We must all beseech God, exalted be His glory, for
that which is the cause of the deliverance of His party. He is
the Powerful, the Mighty. Peace be upon thee and upon My
loved ones who have testified to that which God hath testified:
that there is no God but Him.

The Kawthar is flowing, the fragrance of Tasnim is diffusing.
The grace of God, exalted be His glory, has been and will be,
God willing, all-encompassing. If there has been or will be
some delay in sending supplications, the abundance of occupa-
tions and assurance are the only causes for delay. That beloved
one himself is witness, and God behind him is witness.

i As to what you wrote concerning the establishment of a pri-

mary school and that which raises the stations of man, after
it was presented before Him, He said: “Excellent is what they
have undertaken.” In the realms of knowledge and wisdom, the
advancement of the world, and the refinement and tranquility
of nations, the education of children holds the foremost rank.
Blessed is the one who has arisen to educate children for the
sake of God. Time and again, in the past and present, We
have counseled the friends of God and commanded them to
this firm decree. We beseech God to assist His friends in that
which He loves and is pleased with.

Indeed, this matter is of utmost importance, as the foundation
of comfort and tranquility depends upon knowledge. Assuredly,
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God, exalted be His glory, will aid and assist those who act
upon this, for He has power over all things. I convey greetings
to all the friends in that land. Night and day, I beseech God
that He may bestow blessings from the clouds of mercy and the
heaven of generosity, and likewise grant fellowship and unity,
for most of the world’s affairs have depended and depend upon
these two. Regarding the teaching of different languages, they
should consider the opinion of the people of that land. Most
in that country display complete animosity and hatred toward
the English; let it not be that this matter causes any unseemly
word to be spoken regarding the friends. Surely those beloved
ones have considered and continue to consider the foundation
of matters.

As to what you wrote concerning Aqa ‘Abdu’r-Rahim, upon
him be God’s peace, after it was presented, He smiled and
said: “God willing, may divine invisible assistance encompass
all and confirm them in what is befitting. He is indeed the
All-Bountiful, the All-Generous.”

Regarding what you wrote about the honored friend Haji
‘Abdu’l-Karim, upon him be God’s peace and favor, who sent
four bags of Sadri rice - they arrived some time ago. Indeed,
he is among those who are foremost in good deeds. Praise be
to God, all have attained to that which has no equal. The
stations of souls that are assured, content and pleasing to
God - their manifestation is among the sealed matters with
God. Repeatedly has this blessed word been heard: “Verily
God does not suffer the reward of the doers of good to be
lost.” Peace, remembrance, and praise be upon you and upon
God’s friends there and upon God’s righteous servants.

Renewed news arrived today that Aga ‘Abdu’r-Rahim has writ-
ten to his relatives and mentioned his affairs. According to his
writing, he preferred what he received in ‘Akka to what was
mentioned in that land. Regarding this, He said: “Let ‘Abdu’r-
Rahim consider the balance of his affairs. If this land appears
preferable to him, let him come, and if he finds that place bet-
ter, let him stay” The purpose is that in either of these two
cities, evident prosperity is apparent for him; let him choose.
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To: Haydar Qabl-i-Ali et al.
Date: 1305-11-18 [1888-Jul-27]

The Tablet of God, the Help-in-Peril, the Self-Subsisting

In the Name of the One dawning from the horizon of tribulation

In these days the letter Alif stands upright, and from its stand-
ing the world has arisen in lamentation. The letter Ha weeps
from both eyes, and the condition of Ba is beyond mention.
None has understood the mysteries of God save His own Self.
He is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed, the Powerful, the
Mighty. The equivalent of all books past and future has been
revealed from the Most Exalted Pen before all faces, yet they
have attributed each to someone unaware. One who, by the
life of God, is powerless and incapable of comprehending di-
vine verses - to such a one they attribute them. The challenge
to spiritual combat in the Land of Mystery occurred before all
faces, yet all denied it. Groups of every kind, both from within
and without, were present on that day. The Cause shone forth
like the sun, manifest and evident, yet they veiled it with the
veils of idle fancies.

O Haydar! Upon thee be My glory and loving-kindness. Yahya,
though he traveled with seventy others, wrote to some denying
his presence, and the deluded ones accepted it. They have
walked and continue to walk in the footsteps of the odious
Shi’ih sect. Leave them in their error and their vain imaginings.
Glory be to God! In the past they claimed that the daughter
of the Messenger of God - may the spirit of all else be sacrificed
for Him - was not in the house of ‘Uthman, but rather it was
one of the jinn appearing in her form who was with ‘Uthman.
Should one ask what became of that blessed leaf and where
she went, he who disbelieved was confounded. The divines of
the past and present, that party whether in the graves of earth
or in the graves of self and desire, all await the Promised One
to appear from imaginary stations. Such is the condition of
those heedless servants. It is most regrettable that one should
become the object of worship or the goal of such a people.

Your letters arrived at various times. For some, detailed an-
swers were revealed from the heaven of utterance of the Goal of
all the worlds, while others remained pending. The Command
is in His hand - He doeth whatsoever He willeth. What can
one say? In all cases, submission and contentment have been
and are beloved.
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Mention was made of the assured souls in Qamsar. Each has
been honored with mention and distinguished by the traces
of the Most Exalted Pen. The mentions of the world can-
not equal this mention. We, from this station, glorify their
faces, remind them of Our verses, give them glad tidings of
Our loving-kindness, and counsel them to the Greater Stead-
fastness and to Trustworthiness, which God hath made the sun
of all deeds.

O Haydar! Upon thee be the Glory of God, the Lord of Destiny!
In one of the Tablets this exalted Word was revealed in Persian.
The Trusted Counsellor saith: O friends of God! Hold fast unto
that which causeth the exaltation of His Word and the spread
of His Cause. Today, victory hath been ordained through the
hosts of deeds and character, and hath been inscribed by the
Most Exalted Pen in the Scriptures and Tablets. This is among
God’s ordinances in this Most Great Revelation; thou shalt find
no change or alteration in His ordinance. This is a decree which
God hath rendered safe from the word “God doth blot out what
He pleaseth” and hath adorned with the ornament of “He doth
establish what He willeth, and with Him is the Mother Book.”
Blessed is the soul that hath held fast unto this binding decree
and hath preserved its sight, hearing, tongue and heart from
that which is forbidden. Say: O people! By the life of God,
the eyes were created for beholding His signs, the tongue for
His mention, the ears for hearkening, and the heart for turning
unto Him. Know ye this and be not of the heedless. Know ye
the value of these divine days. By the life of God, their like
hath not been seen nor hath come into being from nothingness.

And likewise mention was made of the friends in the land of Kaf.
We bear witness that they have attained unto My knowledge,
spoken My praise, and turned towards My horizon. We beseech
God to assist them with the hosts of the seen and the unseen,
to aid them to be steadfast, and to draw them nigh unto Him
in this world and the next. Verily, He is the Forgiving, the
Merciful. Convey the greetings of the Wronged One unto them
and give them the glad tidings of what hath been revealed for
them in this manifest time.

His honor the Trustworthy, upon him be My glory and loving-
kindness, hath in every instance made mention of you and
sought assistance, bounty and mercy. Praise be to God that
you have attained unto that from which the fragrance of His
good-pleasure is wafted. Likewise, mention hath been made
of the party of God in Dawlatabad. Repeatedly have their
names flowed from the Pen. Each of the mentioned names hath
attained unto the remembrance and attention of the Wronged
One. We beseech God, exalted be He, to grant them success
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and aid them in that which He loveth and is pleased with, and
to make them among those whom the doubts of the divines
and the hints of those who have denied the Day of Judgment
have not kept back.

O Haydar! The objectors to the Cause have not reflected upon
what they clung to in past ages and centuries, and what their
recompense was on the Day of Retribution. Lost indeed are
they who denied the days of God and turned away from the
Truth, following every remote misbeliever. Particularly have
these faithless people followed Hadi Dowlat-Abadi and Baqir
Isfahani, who dwells in the land of Ta, though these two heed-
less ones are unaware of and veiled from the root of the Cause.
Would that they had clung to their own kind and left the help-
less people to themselves! Say: O Hadi, fear God and con-
ceal not the Cause, nor cleave to that which thy self desires.
Hide it not - thou went to the island and saw. Make not thy-
self doubtful of it. Leadership will not protect thee. Rend
asunder the veil of heedlessness and with the arm of certitude
shatter the idol of vain imaginings. I swear by the Sun of
Truth which hath shone forth from the most exalted horizon -
I speak for the sake of God - thou art not aware. Reflect upon
the past, when one of the women became the narrator of the
Qa’im’s existence. Several turbaned ones joined with her in
denouncing Ja’'far, contriving the Holy Precinct and Jabulqa
and Jabulsa, thus depriving the helpless people of the divine
revelatory breezes in God’s days. Blessed are they who are
detached from all directions and have turned solely toward the
Most Exalted Horizon. These are the manifestations of god-
liness and the dawning-places of trustworthiness, truthfulness
and faithfulness.

O Haydar! Great is the Cause of this Wronged One, for He
neither flattered the princes nor concealed God’s truth and His
Cause from the divines. In the Most Great Prison, openly and
clearly did He proclaim that which was opposed to the desires
and passions of the people of the earth, save those who cast
away all else but God and took what they were commanded
by the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

2 Thou didst mention his honor Ashraf, upon him be My glory

and loving-kindness. We shall mention him at the end of this
Tablet. The honored Afnan who circleth round Me sent his
letter to Our presence - that letter which he had written in
reply to the heedless Ahmad. repeatedly, before and after, it
was heard. Blessed is he and joy be unto him. He hath spoken
the truth, as attesteth the people of the cities of justice and
fairness and the denizens of the realms of might and kingdom.
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We beseech God to assist him in all conditions. Through him
shall the doors of hearts be opened. Verily He is the Almighty,
the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. Convey My glorification to
him and to his son who was named Husayn in God’s Book, the
Lord of all worlds.

O thou who soarest in My atmosphere! Convey to each and
every one of the friends the glorification of the Wronged One,
and give them the glad-tidings of God’s grace, bounty and
mercy. Verily He is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous, the
Forgiving, the Merciful. The splendor shining from the heaven
of My grace be upon thee and upon those who have heard the
call and turned with radiant faces and illumined hearts to the
Most Exalted Horizon. They are indeed among the sincere in
God’s Mighty, Great Book.

O Haydar-‘Ali! Once again hearken unto the rustling of the
Most Exalted Pen. Verily it draws hearts and illumines them
with the light of the knowledge of God, the Lord of all worlds.
Be thou a bearer of glad-tidings in My Name and one who
speaks with wisdom of My remembrance amongst My servants.
I bear witness that thou hast attained unto the recognition
of God and the promotion of His Cause, and from thee hath
appeared that which hath attracted the hearts of those who
have drawn nigh. The letter which thou didst send to Ism-i-
Jud hath been presented by the servant who standeth before
the Face. We have answered thee with that which calleth out
between the heavens and the earth. By God! The Sovereign of
Utterance, and His Revealer and Sender, hath come. He, verily,
is the Most Wise of the wise. Blessed is the servant whom the
deniers have not prevented from turning unto the All-Knowing,
the Peerless One, and blessed is the servant who hath cast away
the world, clinging fast to the oneness of God, the Lord of the
mighty throne. We have sent down for thee that which none
can reckon. Give thanks unto thy Lord for this manifest grace.
As to what thou hast mentioned concerning the servants of
God in Ta and Ra, We beseech God to assist them in that
which He loveth and is pleased with, and to make them among
those whom the calumnies of the divines have not prevented
from turning unto God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. They
have cast away what they possessed and taken what they were
commanded in the Book of God, the Omnipotent, the Mighty.

O people of Tar! Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One. By
the Sun of Truth, He speaketh for the sake of God. There hath
befallen Him that which hath befallen no one else. He hath,
for the salvation of the world and the edification of nations,
accepted tribulations in the path of God. Not for a moment did
He conceal Himself, but proclaimed the Cause of God with the
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loudest call, without any veil or hindrance. Some accepted it,
while others, due to the vain imaginings of the former people,
slipped from the straight path. Convey My greetings to the
servants and say:

O people! If ye be followers of the Bayan, its essence is this
exalted word which hath flowed from the tongue of the Primal
Point, may the spirit of all else be sacrificed for His sake. He
saith: “I have written the essence of His remembrance, and it
is that He shall not be referred to by My references, nor by
what is mentioned in the Bayan.” And if ye be followers of the
Furqan, He saith: “Lead the people out of darkness into light
and remind them of the days of God.” And if ye be possessed
of insight, the Greatest Scene is manifest and shining like the
sun, and the Tree with its countless fruits is visible and raised
up before all faces, and the ocean with its waves of proof is
evident. Hearken unto the call of the trusted Counsellor and
deprive not yourselves, like the former people, of the knowledge
of God and true oneness. For years they cried out “O Truth!”
yet when He appeared from the horizon of the world, they
girded themselves to extinguish His light and rose up to harm
Him, and finally martyred Him with the fire of hatred and
the sword of tyranny. The cause and reason were and are the
divines of the former people, as ye have witnessed and continue
to witness. They committed that which no oppressor hath
ever committed. They abandoned righteousness and piety, and
occupied themselves with self and passion. The sun of justice
and fairness is veiled behind a thick covering due to the tyranny
of those souls. We beseech God to illumine the world through
the effulgences of the light of the orb of justice.

Here follows mention of Ghulam-*Ali, upon him be my glory.

Blessed is he and blessed is his son. Remember them both with
what hath flowed from My Pen and give them the glad tidings
of My mercy and My loving-kindness. We beseech God to aid
this youth to rend asunder the veils of the vain imaginings
of men and to number him among those who have aided the
Cause of God, the Lord of the exalted Throne. Some time ago
his letter, which he had written to Mihdi, upon him be my
glory, was presented at the Most Holy Court and gained the
honor of His notice. Praise be to God, the fragrance of humility,
submissiveness and steadfastness wafted from every word of his
letter. We have indeed mentioned him in numerous Tablets,
aided him to attain Our presence, and drawn him nigh unto a
station which hath been the hope of them that are sincere and
near unto God. We beseech the True One to aid him in such

wise that he may be occupied with service both night and day.

We testify that he was created for this purpose.
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O Haydar-‘Ali! We have approved what thou didst mention
regarding the Feast. Verily He is the All-Bountiful, the Gen-
erous. And We make mention of Sad, upon him be My glory
and My loving-kindness, who hath attained unto that which
was recorded in God’s Scrolls. Praise be to God, they are re-
membered in the Most Great Prison and have attained unto
His loving-kindness. We beseech God to exalt him through
His Name and make him a remembrance amongst His servants.
Verily He is the Almighty, the Powerful. In these days their
letters too have arrived. God willing, a reply will be sent that
they may rejoice and be among the thankful. The members of
the household have ever been mentioned in all exalted stations
and lofty gardens. Blessed are they, and woe unto the heedless.

O Haydar-‘Ali! The trust must be returned to him. Thus
hath the Wronged One decreed aforetime and at this moment.
Hearken and be of them that act. Thou didst mention the
sons of Khalil and the sons of Zardusht, upon them be the
Glory of God and His loving-kindness, in the land of K, how
they have been guided through two souls, Muhammad and
Husayn, upon them be the Glory of God and His mercy, and
have turned towards the Prison. Blessed are they both and
joy be unto them. They have attained unto that which they
were commanded in the Scriptures and Tablets. Give them
and those who have believed glad-tidings of the mention of the
Wronged One and His attention to them, that they may rejoice
and be of those who, on wings of longing, have soared in the
atmosphere of God’s love, the Lord of the Day of Judgment.

O Haydar-‘Ali! Some of those souls are, praise be to God,
illumined with the light of recognition and are firm in the Cause
of God, while others are of two faces. Thy Lord verily knoweth
and concealeth, and He is the Concealer, the Forgiving, the
Merciful.

Verily We make mention of him who is named Aqga Baba and
We beseech God to make him among those who prefer the loved
ones of God over their own selves and who act according to that
which they have been commanded in the Book - a command
from One Who is All-Knowing, All-Wise. God willing, may
he be aided to do that which will cause the exaltation of the
Word of God. Were he to possess all the world and spend it in
the path of the Friend, it would not equal these revealed words.
It behooveth him to thank God, his Lord, at eventide and at
dawn, and in the morning and at sunset.

Convey My greetings to the loved ones of Mazgan. We have
mentioned them before with a mention that neither perisheth
nor endeth. Proclaim My greetings unto them and give them
the glad-tidings of My verses, My bounty and My mercy. We
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beseech God to assist them and aid them to the Greater Stead-
fastness. Verily, He is powerful over all things.

We make mention of him who is named Mulla Mirza and
those who have believed in God, the Single, the All-Informed.
Blessed is he who hath purified himself with the water of de-
tachment, adorned his head with the crown of godliness, and
arisen to teach the Cause with wisdom and utterance. By My
life! He is of the people of Baha mentioned in the Qayyumu’l-
Asma, which was revealed in this great Remembrance and this
firm, mighty Command. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to
ordain for him the reward of one who hath stood before the
Countenance, that he may spend his days in the remembrance
of his Lord and be numbered among those who have attained.

O Mashhadi Hasan! He hath made mention of thee who hath
loved Me and attained unto My remembrance, My service and
My presence. Upon him be My glory and upon those who
have acknowledged that which the Ancient Beauty hath spoken
forth in this luminous Scene. O Mashhadi Hasan! Hearken
unto the call of the Wronged One. He hath appeared with His
Name, the Self-Subsisting, and hath spoken amongst men that
which He hath been commanded by God, the Creator of earth
and heaven. Rejoice in My mention of thee and say:

Praise be unto Thee, O Thou the Goal of the world, for having
remembered me while I was in the most desolate of lands. I be-
seech Thee to assist me to remember Thee and praise Thee, and
to remain steadfast in Thy Cause, through which the hearts of
the wicked have been set ablaze.

O Haydar-‘Ali! Convey My greetings and salutations to the
friends in every land. Make them joyous through His grace
and illumined through the light of His Cause. Verily, He is
with His loved ones wheresoever they may be. To this beareth
witness My tongue and My pen and those who circle round
the Supreme Throne of God. Verily thy Lord is the Forgiving,
the Merciful. And once again may the Glory from Our pres-
ence rest upon thee and upon those who hearken to thy words
concerning the Cause of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

GPB.171x
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)
Date: 1305-11-18 [1888-Jul-27]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord!

O beloved of my heart! Today, which is Thursday the
eighteenth of Dhi’l-Qa’dah, your letter dated the seventh
of Shawwal arrived. Whenever your letter arrives, new joy
becomes manifest and evident in the prison. You wrote that
this servant had been negligent in responding to your letter.
No, by the glory of our Lord and your Lord and the Lord of
the throne and earth! In the month of Shawwal two packets
were sent. The first packet contained two letters from this
servant and one sacred Tablet of revelation and two sacred
Tablets specifically for two believers, as well as sacred, holy,
and exalted Tablets for the loved ones of Asadabad, H.M. and
Kermanshah, and in all the Tablets specific mention of you
was revealed from the Pen of the Beloved. The second packet
likewise in Shawwal contained divine Tablets and verses, and
in all those Tablets too mention was made of you. Praise be
to God, through His grace they have attained and through
His bounty they are adorned. His mercy has encompassed
that beloved one. For you and me and every believer to thank
God for this great bounty and manifest generosity.

3 As to what you wrote about intending to visit the Holy Land,
this was specifically presented before His Most Holy Presence
regarding the honored Afnan, upon him be all the most glorious
splendor of God. His blessed and exalted Word: “O Amin,
upon thee be My glory and loving-kindness! Well done in what
thou hast done. We love those who hearken to the words of
Our Afnan. We beseech God to assist him in what he hath
intended. Verily He is the All-Bountiful, the Generous.”

By chance, on this day this servant had prepared and sealed
a third packet in your name for sending when this new packet
arrived. In any case, at all times this servant has sought and
continues to seek exaltation, ascendancy, elevation and ad-
vancement for you. Verily our Lord, the All-Merciful, is the
Hearer, the Answerer. In truth you have been confirmed in
mentioning the friends and serving the Cause every day and
every month. This is from God’s bounty upon you. Verily He
is the Forgiving, the Merciful.
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Convey on behalf of this servant greetings, praise and mention
to the spiritual beloved Ali-Qabli-Haydar, upon him be the
glory of God. Likewise to Jinab-i-Beg, upon him be the glory
and loving-kindness of God. We beseech for him joy from God,
the Lord of the worlds. Let them not be saddened by what
has befallen them - there has befallen them what has befallen
the loved ones. What is meant is the grief and sorrow that
has seized them in these days. Verily with difficulty comes
ease. Relief and loving-kindness come from God, our Lord,
the Mighty, the Powerful.

To the loved ones of God wherever they may be, this servant
conveys greetings and seeks for each one that which will cause
the exaltation of His Word. Glory, remembrance and praise be
upon you and upon those with you and those who hearken to
your words for the sake of God.

The servant 18 Dhi’l-Qa’dah 1305
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To: Mirza Muhammad Bayk, in Shiraz
Date: 1305-11-18 [1888-Jul-27]
He is the One Who speaks the truth :;;.L. dLl:!\ »
Your letter was received and in the Most Great Prison its an- ol ol rlg_p\ S 3 s ey W sl
swer was revealed from the Ancient King. Blessed is the eye Q;\U QTJ ol b i N g

that hath seen, and the ear that hath heard, and the tongue
that hath spoken that which hath been sent down from the
heaven of the Will of God, the Lord of the worlds. We beseech
God that His confirmation may assist and His grace may ac-
company you, that in these fleeting days you may attain unto
everlasting stations and be occupied with His remembrance at
all times. Verily, He is with His remembering servants. Say:
Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having given me to drink
from the cup of Thy knowledge and for having made known
unto me Thy straight path and Thy firm and mighty Com-
mand. I beseech Thee by Thy Most Exalted Pen to ordain for
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me that which will draw me nigh unto Thee. Verily, Thou art
the Almighty, the Powerful.

S e b LY KB e d s ol
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INBA51:188, KB_ 620:181-182

BHO00308

Tarazat (Ornaments)
Date: 1305-12 [1888-Aug]

In My Name, which standeth supreme above all names

Praise and glory beseem the Lord of Names and the Creator
of the heavens, He, the waves of Whose ocean of Revelation
surge before the eyes of the peoples of the world. The Day-
Star of His Cause shineth through every veil and His Word
of affirmation standeth beyond the reach of negation. Neither
the ascendancy of the oppressor nor the tyranny of the wicked
hath been able to thwart His Purpose. How glorified is His
sovereignty, how exalted His dominion!

Great God! Although His signs have encompassed the world
and His proofs and testimonies are shining forth and manifest
as the light, yet the ignorant appear heedless, nay rather, rebel-
lious. Would that they had been content with opposition. But
at all times they are plotting to cut down the sacred Lote-Tree.
Since the dawn of this Revelation the embodiments of selfish-
ness have, by resorting to cruelty and oppression, striven to
extinguish the Light of divine manifestation. But God, having
stayed their hands, revealed this Light through His sovereign
authority and protected it through the power of His might until
earth and heaven were illumined by its radiance and brightness.
Praise be unto Him under all conditions.

Glory be unto Thee, O Lord of the world and Desire of the
nations, O Thou Who hast become manifest in the Greatest
Name whereby the pearls of wisdom and utterance have ap-
peared from the shells of the great sea of Thy knowledge, and
the heavens of divine revelation have been adorned with the
light of the appearance of the Sun of Thy countenance.

I beg of Thee, by that Word through which Thy proof was per-
fected among Thy creatures and Thy testimony was fulfilled
among Thy servants to strengthen Thy people in that whereby
the face of the Cause will radiate in Thy dominion, the stan-
dards of Thy power will be planted among Thy servants, and
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the banners of Thy guidance will be raised throughout Thy
dominions.

O my Lord! Thou beholdest them clinging to the rope of Thy
grace and holding fast unto the hem of the mantle of Thy benef-
icence. Ordain for them that which may draw them nearer
unto Thee, and withhold them from all else save Thee. I beg
of Thee, O Thou King of existence and Protector of the seen
and the unseen, to make whosoever ariseth to serve Thy Cause
as a sea moving by Thy desire, as one ablaze with the fire of
Thy Sacred Tree, shining from the horizon of the heaven of
Thy Will. Verily Thou art the mighty One Whom neither the
power of all the world nor the strength of nations can weaken.
There is no God but Thee, the One, the Incomparable, the
Protector, the Self-Subsistent.

O thou who hast quaffed the wine of Mine utterance from the
chalice of My knowledge! These sublime words were heard
today from the rustling of the divine Lote-Tree which the Lord
of Names hath, with the hand of celestial power, planted in
the All-Highest Paradise:

The first Taraz and the first effulgence which hath dawned
from the horizon of the Mother Book is that man should know
his own self and recognize that which leadeth unto loftiness
or lowliness, glory or abasement, wealth or poverty. Having
attained the stage of fulfilment and reached his maturity, man
standeth in need of wealth, and such wealth as he acquireth
through crafts or professions is commendable and praiseworthy
in the estimation of men of wisdom, and especially in the eyes
of servants who dedicate themselves to the education of the
world and to the edification of its peoples. They are, in truth,
cup-bearers of the life-giving water of knowledge and guides
unto the ideal way. They direct the peoples of the world to the
straight path and acquaint them with that which is conducive
to human upliftment and exaltation. The straight path is the
one which guideth man to the dayspring of perception and to
the dawning-place of true understanding and leadeth him to
that which will redound to glory, honour and greatness.

We cherish the hope that through the loving-kindness of the
All-Wise, the All-Knowing, obscuring dust may be dispelled
and the power of perception enhanced, that the people may
discover the purpose for which they have been called into be-
ing. In this Day whatsoever serveth to reduce blindness and to
increase vision is worthy of consideration. This vision acteth
as the agent and guide for true knowledge. Indeed in the esti-
mation of men of wisdom keenness of understanding is due to
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keenness of vision. The people of Baha must under all circum-
stances observe that which is meet and seemly and exhort the
people accordingly.

The second Taraz is to consort with the followers of all religions
in a spirit of friendliness and fellowship, to proclaim that which
the Speaker on Sinai hath set forth and to observe fairness in
all matters.

They that are endued with sincerity and faithfulness should
associate with all the peoples and kindreds of the earth with
joy and radiance, inasmuch as consorting with people hath pro-
moted and will continue to promote unity and concord, which
in turn are conducive to the maintenance of order in the world
and to the regeneration of nations. Blessed are such as hold
fast to the cord of kindliness and tender mercy and are free
from animosity and hatred.

This Wronged One exhorteth the peoples of the world to ob-
serve tolerance and righteousness, which are two lights amidst
the darkness of the world and two educators for the edification
of mankind. Happy are they who have attained thereto and
woe betide the heedless.

The third Taraz concerneth good character. A good character
is, verily, the best mantle for men from God. With it He
adorneth the temples of His loved ones. By My life! The light
of a good character surpasseth the light of the sun and the
radiance thereof. Whoso attaineth unto it is accounted as a
jewel among men. The glory and the upliftment of the world
must needs depend upon it. A goodly character is a means
whereby men are guided to the Straight Path and are led to
the Great Announcement. Well is it with him who is adorned
with the saintly attributes and character of the Concourse on
High.

It beseemeth you to fix your gaze under all conditions upon jus-
tice and fairness. In The Hidden Words this exalted utterance
hath been revealed from Our Most August Pen:

‘O Son of Spirit! The best beloved of all things in My sight
is Justice; turn not away therefrom if thou desirest Me, and
neglect it not that I may confide in thee. By its aid thou shalt
see with thine own eyes and not through the eyes of others,
and shalt know of thine own knowledge and not through the
knowledge of thy neighbour. Ponder this in thy heart; how it
behoveth thee to be. Verily justice is My gift to thee and the
sign of My loving-kindness. Set it then before thine eyes.’

They that are just and fair-minded in their judgement oc-
cupy a sublime station and hold an exalted rank. The light
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of piety and uprightness shineth resplendent from these souls.
We earnestly hope that the peoples and countries of the world
may not be deprived of the splendours of these two luminaries.

7 The fourth Taraz concerneth trustworthiness. Verily it is the

door of security for all that dwell on earth and a token of glory
on the part of the All-Merciful. He who partaketh thereof
hath indeed partaken of the treasures of wealth and prosper-
ity. Trustworthiness is the greatest portal leading unto the
tranquillity and security of the people. In truth the stability
of every affair hath depended and doth depend upon it. All
the domains of power, of grandeur and of wealth are illumined
by its light.

Not long ago these sublime words were revealed from the Pen
of the Most High:

‘We will now mention unto thee Trustworthiness and the sta-
tion thereof in the estimation of God, thy Lord, the Lord of
the Mighty Throne. One day of days We repaired unto Our
Green Island. Upon Our arrival, We beheld its streams flowing,
and its trees luxuriant, and the sunlight playing in their midst.
Turning Our face to the right, We beheld what the pen is pow-
erless to describe; nor can it set forth that which the eye of the
Lord of Mankind witnessed in that most sanctified, that most
sublime, that blest, and most exalted Spot. Turning, then, to
the left We gazed on one of the Beauties of the Most Sublime
Paradise, standing on a pillar of light, and calling aloud say-
ing: “O inmates of earth and heaven! Behold ye My beauty,
and My radiance, and My revelation, and My effulgence. By
God, the True One! I am Trustworthiness and the revelation
thereof, and the beauty thereof. I will recompense whosoever
will cleave unto Me, and recognize My rank and station, and
hold fast unto My hem. I am the most great ornament of the
people of Baha, and the vesture of glory unto all who are in
the kingdom of creation. I am the supreme instrument for the
prosperity of the world, and the horizon of assurance unto all
beings.” Thus have We sent down for thee that which will draw
men nigh unto the Lord of creation.’

O people of Baha! Trustworthiness is in truth the best of
vestures for your temples and the most glorious crown for your
heads. Take ye fast hold of it at the behest of Him Who is the
Ordainer, the All-Informed.

The fifth Taraz concerneth the protection and preservation of
the stations of God’s servants. One should not ignore the truth
of any matter, rather should one give expression to that which
is right and true. The people of Baha should not deny any
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soul the reward due to him, should treat craftsmen with defer-
ence, and, unlike the people aforetime, should not defile their
tongues with abuse.

In this Day the sun of craftsmanship shineth above the horizon
of the occident and the river of arts is flowing out of the sea of
that region. One must speak with fairness and appreciate such
bounty. By the life of God! The word ‘Equity’ shineth bright
and resplendent even as the sun. We pray God to graciously
shed its radiance upon everyone. He is in truth powerful over
all things, He Who is wont to answer the prayers of all men.

In these days truthfulness and sincerity are sorely afflicted
in the clutches of falsehood, and justice is tormented by the
scourge of injustice. The smoke of corruption hath enveloped
the whole world in such wise that naught can be seen in any
direction save regiments of soldiers and nothing is heard from
any land but the clashing of swords. We beseech God, the True
One, to strengthen the wielders of His power in that which will
rehabilitate the world and bring tranquillity to the nations.

The sixth Taraz

Knowledge is one of the wondrous gifts of God. It is incumbent
upon everyone to acquire it. Such arts and material means as
are now manifest have been achieved by virtue of His knowl-
edge and wisdom which have been revealed in Epistles and
Tablets through His Most Exalted Pen — a Pen out of whose
treasury pearls of wisdom and utterance and the arts and crafts
of the world are brought to light.

In this Day the secrets of the earth are laid bare before the eyes
of men. The pages of swiftly-appearing newspapers are indeed
the mirror of the world. They reflect the deeds and the pursuits
of divers peoples and kindreds. They both reflect them and
make them known. They are a mirror endowed with hearing,
sight and speech. This is an amazing and potent phenomenon.
However, it behoveth the writers thereof to be purged from the
promptings of evil passions and desires and to be attired with
the raiment of justice and equity. They should enquire into
situations as much as possible and ascertain the facts, then set
them down in writing.

7 Concerning this Wronged One, most of the things reported in

the newspapers are devoid of truth. Fair speech and truthful-
ness, by reason of their lofty rank and position, are regarded
as a sun shining above the horizon of knowledge. The waves
rising from this Ocean are apparent before the eyes of the peo-
ples of the world and the effusions of the Pen of wisdom and
utterance are manifest everywhere.
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s It is reported in the press that this Servant hath fled from the

land of Ta (Tihran) and gone to Iraq. Gracious God! Not
even for a single moment hath this Wronged One ever con-
cealed Himself. Rather hath He at all times remained stead-
fast and conspicuous before the eyes of all men. Never have
We retreated, nor shall We ever seek flight. In truth it is the
foolish people who flee from Our presence. We left Our home
country accompanied by two mounted escorts, representing the
two honoured governments of Persia and Russia until We ar-
rived in Iraq in the plenitude of glory and power. Praise be
to God! The Cause whereof this Wronged One is the Bearer
standeth as high as heaven and shineth resplendent as the sun.
Concealment hath no access unto this station, nor is there any
occasion for fear or silence.

The mysteries of Resurrection and the events of the Last Hour
are openly manifest, but the people are sunk in heedlessness
and have suffered themselves to be wrapt in veils. ‘And when
the seas shall boil... And when the Scriptures shall be unrolled.
By the righteousness of God! The Dawn hath truly brightened
and the light hath shone forth and the night hath receded.
Happy are they that comprehend. Happy are they that have
attained thereunto.

Glorified be God! The Pen is perplexed what to write and the
Tongue wondereth what to utter. Despite unprecedented hard-
ships and after enduring years of imprisonment, captivity and
woeful trials, We now perceive that veils thicker than the ones
We have already torn asunder have intervened, obstructing the
vision and causing the light of understanding to be obscured.
Moreover We observe that the fresh calumnies which are now
rife are far more malicious than those of former days.

O people of the Bayan! Fear ye the merciful Lord. Consider the
people of former times. What were their deeds and what fruit
did they gather? Every thing they uttered was but imposture
and whatever they wrought hath proved worthless, except for
those whom God hath graciously protected through His power.

I swear by the life of Him Who is the Desire of the world! Were
a man to ponder in his heart he would, free of all attachment to
the world, hasten unto the Most Great Light and would purge
and purify himself from the dust of vain imaginings and the
smoke of idle fancy. What could have prompted the people of
the past to err and by whom were they misled? They still re-
ject the truth and have turned towards their own selfish desires.
This Wronged One calleth aloud for the sake of God. Whoso-
ever wisheth, let him turn thereunto; whosoever wisheth, let
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him turn away. Verily God can well afford to dispense with all
things, whether of the past or of the future.

O people of the Bayan! It is men like unto Hadi Dawlat-Abadi
who, with turban and staff, have been the source of opposition
and hindrance and have so grievously burdened the people with
superstitions that even at the present time they still expect the
appearance of a fictitious person from a fictitious place. Be ye
warned, O men of understanding.

O Hadi! Give ear unto the Voice of this trustworthy Counsellor:
direct thy steps from the left unto the right, that is turn away
from idle fancy unto certitude. Lead not the people into error.
The divine Luminary shineth, His Cause is manifest and His
signs are all-embracing. Set thy face towards God, the Help in
Peril, the Self-Subsisting. Renounce thy leadership for the sake
of God and leave the people unto themselves. Thou art igno-
rant of the essential truth, thou art not acquainted therewith.

O Hadi! Be thou of one face in the path of God. When in com-
pany with the infidels, thou art an infidel and with the pious,
thou art pious. Reflect thou upon such souls as offered up their
lives and their substance in that land, that haply thou mayest
be admonished and roused from slumber. Consider: who is to
be preferred, he who preserveth his body, his life and his pos-
sessions or the one who surrendereth his all in the path of God?
Judge thou fairly and be not of the unjust. Take fast hold of
justice and adhere unto equity that perchance thou mayest not,
for selfish motives, use religion as a snare, nor disregard the
truth for the sake of gold. Indeed thine iniquity and the inig-
uity of such people as thyself have waxed so grievous that the
Pen of Glory was moved to make such observations. Fear thou
God. He Who heralded this Revelation hath declared: ‘He
shall proclaim under all conditions: “Verily, verily, I am God,
no God is there but Me, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting.”’

O people of the Bayan! Ye have been forbidden to contact the
loved ones of God. Why hath this ban been imposed and for
what purpose? Be ye fair, I adjure you by God, and be not of
the heedless. Unto such as are endued with insight, and before
the Most Great Beauty, the object of this ban is known and
evident; it is so that no one may become aware of his (Hadi’s)
secrets and deeds.

O Hadi! Thou hast not been in Our company, thou art there-
fore ignorant of the Cause. Act not according to thine idle
imaginings. Aside from these things, scrutinize the Writings
with thine own eyes and ponder upon that which hath come to
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pass. Have pity upon thyself and upon the servants of God and
be not the cause of waywardness like unto the people aforetime.
The path is unmistakable and the proof is evident. Change
injustice into justice and inequity into equity. We cherish the
hope that the breaths of divine inspiration may strengthen thee
and that thine inner ear may be enabled to hear the blessed
words: ‘Say, it is God, then leave them to entertain themselves
with their cavillings” Thou has been there (Cyprus) and hast
seen him (Mirza Yahya). Now speak forth with fairness. Do
not misrepresent the matter, neither to thyself nor to the peo-
ple. Thou art both ignorant and uninformed. Give ear unto
the Voice of this Wronged One and hasten towards the ocean
of divine knowledge that perchance thou mayest be adorned
with the ornament of comprehension and mayest renounce all
else but God. Hearken unto the Voice of this benevolent Coun-
sellor, calling aloud, unveiled and manifest, before the faces of
kings and their subjects, and summon the people of the world,
one and all; unto Him Who is the Lord of Eternity. This is
the Word from Whose horizon the day-star of unfailing grace
shineth resplendent.

O Hadi! This Wronged One, rid of all attachment to the
world, hath striven with utmost endeavour to quench the fire
of animosity and hatred which burneth fiercely in the hearts
of the peoples of the earth. It behoveth every just and fair-
minded person to render thanks unto God — exalted be His
glory — and to arise to promote this pre-eminent Cause, that
fire may turn into light, and hatred may give way to fellow-
ship and love. I swear by the righteousness of God! This is
the sole purpose of this Wronged One. Indeed in proclaim-
ing this momentous Cause and in demonstrating its Truth We
have endured manifold sufferings, hardships and tribulations.
Thou thyself wouldst bear witness unto that which We have
mentioned, couldst thou but speak with fairness. Verily God
speaketh the truth and leadeth the Way. He is the Powerful,
the Mighty, the Gracious.

May Our Glory rest upon the people of Baha whom neither the
tyranny of the oppressor nor the ascendancy of the aggressor
have been able to withhold from God, the Lord of the worlds.

TB#04, BSW+#06.07x, BPRY.197x, ADJ.024x, GPB.218-219x, SW_ v03#03
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099x, BNE.155x
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To: Mirza Muhammad Hasan Adib, in Tihran
Date: 1305-12 [1888-Aug]

In My Name, through which the ocean of utterance surgeth
and the fragrance of the All-Merciful is wafted!

Praise be unto the King of earth and heaven Who hath adorned
the world of existence with the Most Exalted Word, and raised
aloft the banner of “He doeth what He willeth.” Neither the
might of princes nor the oppression and ignorance of divines
could prevent Him from mentioning the Most Sublime Horizon.
Exalted is His dominion, His proof, His testimony and His
sovereignty! This is the Day wherein the Divine Lote-Tree
hath spoken before all mankind, yet the people remain behind
a thick veil. Say: By God! The Day hath come, yet the people
are in manifest error. They have taken their vain imaginings
and cast aside their Lord - they are truly among the heedless.
The call hath been raised from the horizon of Akka, yet most
of the people remain in evident remoteness.

O thou who art mentioned before the Wronged One! By God’s
life, ears and eyes were created to witness and hearken unto
that which in these days hath appeared and been raised from
the Most Exalted Horizon, yet they find themselves prevented.
Their deeds have hindered them and their imaginings have
veiled them, and they comprehend not. Previously in one of
the Tablets this most exalted Word flowed from the Pen of the
Wronged One: “O Son of My Name! Were the entire spiri-
tual realm to be transformed into the power of hearing, one
could say it would be worthy to hearken unto this Call that
hath been raised from the Most Exalted Horizon. Otherwise
these ears that are defiled with false tales were not and are not
worthy to hear.”

Ask ye of God that He may enable all to attain unto that
for which they were created. The Call hath been raised in
such wise that none hath room for denial. From the beginning
of days until now, We have summoned mankind, without veil
or concealment, unto that which will draw them nigh, make
them aware, exalt them and honor them. The oppression of
the world did not become a veil, nor did its harm become an
obstacle. When the light of the Cause shed its radiance upon
the horizons of the world, certain souls emerged from behind
the veil with swords of hatred, intending to strike at the Sun
of Truth. Thus did their souls beguile them. By My life! They
comprehend not.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

dfcbfdw\ﬁcb‘*iéj\u“"{l
o)

2l 8 ey O Se y Ko Sl ae
3o e et 3y sle s 21 U
co il db e el i b o o
S350L sl e Jer AT
,43\;,,&&:,45%&&:;)5@&;\&\
Sl by Lis b sy B Sl
Sl G U K oy plal 3,0
e I 3 sl 5 o)) G168 Al 5 Lale
B o V1 bl 1345 lasl 1535
21 AU B B oo Al g
O 3

shal s OIST @1 e pllall oo, ST
5 ('Li‘ O oo 4l claol 5 sdalie (ol )
G5 0k Gle ol o 5 2B o) B
o 5 o ALE inie S8 iyt sanlie gt
@ADL YR LRI INI-- R R
SI Aol pollan 551 U =)
Ol 255 Jobt amsla o5k aalt oy llo
Jel 3l 31 8 ol o) elal 3Y i
43 paad os gl GlelST ol Wy wis e
Coantl 3 0357 nol (Y

8l Al as 8wl
Slay 1 Wledel 5y oo 5ol el ol
Jy 3 & K0 e sl ol 51 & &
4l b oy A e e r\;‘
D r‘“wfu o M’J’”J ("“"u
22K e P 5 a8 Ol e Jb s 8
s 318G e G615 ) g O s
ool Ogp bary Bl L Ol Cals 31 gusds
b S SIS st e T 48

036 Y ol (6 ea) e

153



-~

Vol. 86: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part III

BH03478

For twelve hundred years the people of old clung to names and
worshipped the idols of their desires. On the Day of Reckoning
there appeared from them that which caused the Most Exalted
Pen to weep and the Tablet to lament. From the beginning of
Islam until this day, not one of the divines who considered
themselves the guides of the people and guardians of God’s
Law was aware of the nature of His Revelation. Now it is
incumbent upon that honored one and the sanctified, assured
souls to protect the helpless servants, lest they again become
afflicted with the vain imaginings of old. This Wronged One
hath borne all tribulations for the purification of hearts and
sanctification of souls, that perchance they may attain their
purpose and not remain deprived of the fruits of the Blessed
Tree which hath been raised before the faces of all in the world.

Today the rustling of the Divine Lote-Tree is raised and the
flowing of the celestial Kawthar is heard, yet most of the ser-
vants remain heedless and veiled. Throughout nights and days
they built cities with hands of fancy and conjecture, spoke of
certain souls, and all people waited for these mentioned mat-
ters to appear, considering their success and prosperity to lie
in the manifestation of imaginary forms. The people were thus
occupied with these inventions, and when the dawn of Revela-
tion broke and the lights of the Sun of Truth shone forth from
the horizon of God’s Will, all turned away save a few of the
companions of the revered Shaykh, upon him be the Glory of
God, the Most Glorious. Would that they had been content
with that! But finally the divines of various lands, together
with their followers, gave voice to cursing and execration, and
moreover issued a decree for the shedding of His most pure
blood. The purpose of these utterances is that you should
arise, for the sake of God, to do that which will preserve the
servants from the suspicions of the prevaricators and calumni-
ators. Now again a group is occupied with forming a party like
the party of before. We beseech God to preserve His servants
from their suspicions and imaginings and draw them nigh unto
Him. Verily He is powerful over all things.

Today the Mother Book is manifest and speaking, having coun-
seled the world, both past and future, with utmost clarity, and
uttereth these manifest and decisive verses: “O Concourse of
Divines! Set down your pens, for lo, the Most Glorious Pen
hath moved in the Most Exalted Horizon. Cast aside what
ye have composed with the hands of fancy and vain imagina-
tion. By God, the Truth! The gate of knowledge hath been
opened by the key of certitude, and this is verily a Book sent
down by the All-Merciful as a grace from Him - and He is the
All-Bountiful, the All-Generous.” And likewise concerning the
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kings, this most exalted Word and greatest Verse was revealed:
“O Concourse of Kings! The King hath come and sovereignty
belongeth unto God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.” And
with these decisive verses did We summon all. He is the One
Who speaketh in the Kingdom of Utterance.

The Light of Lights hath shone forth from the horizon of the
heaven of mysteries upon the Most Hidden Secret and the Se-
cret veiled by Secret, which appeared in the form of the upright
Alif in the preamble of the Most Great Book after the letters Ba
and Ha, witnessed in truth. By it the spheres of inner meaning
and utterance have revolved, and the All-Merciful hath been
established upon the throne of proof, revealing that which had
been justly concealed from sight. Blessed are they who have
soared on the wings of certitude in this atmosphere, from whose
rushing winds can be heard: “He Who was promised hath
come with a sovereignty that was inscribed by the Pen of the
All-Bountiful in the Mother Book in truth!”

O peoples of the earth! Cast aside your books and pens, for the
Mother Book hath appeared at the final goal before the faces of
the parties, and the Pen speaketh with wisdom and utterance,
moving in remembrance of those for whom was revealed in
the Qayyumu’l-Asma that which drew unto itself the heart of
him who was mentioned in truth before the Face in the Most
Hidden Secret.

Thus have We brought forth from the treasuries of Our Most
Exalted Pen the pearls of remembrance and praise upon the
waves of My knowledge, which hath been witnessed before all
eyes without any veil. Behold, O people of Baha, His greatest
signs, then aid Him with the hosts of justice and equity, and
be not of those who have been justly deprived of the ocean of
grace.

Thus hath the Most Exalted Pen rent asunder the veils of
the peoples of creation and caused them to hear that which
draweth them nigh unto a station that transcendeth under-
standing. Glorified be He Who hath sent down the verses and
revealed the clear proofs and made known to His servants His
Most Great Announcement, whereby the hearts of the nations
were stirred, save those rescued by the hand of power with a
sovereignty that encompassed all worlds.

2 Say: O people of mystical knowledge! By God, the heaven of

idle fancies hath been cleft asunder and the All-Merciful hath
come with a Cause before which neither the hosts of earth nor
of heaven can stand. To this beareth witness the Mother Book,
before which have bowed the necks of those who have quaffed
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the choice wine of revelation from a cup that was witnessed
upon the throne of light before the Manifestation.

O thou who soarest in My atmosphere, gazeth upon My coun-
tenance, and standeth in service to My Cause! Hear My call
time and again. Verily thy Lord hath been with thee and hath
mentioned thee in such wise as shall endure throughout the
dominion of earth and heaven. To this doth the Tongue of
Grandeur bear witness. Verily, He is wise over all things.

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him, and He
Who hath come with the truth is the Ocean of knowledge unto
all who are in creation, and the Most Great Book among the
nations, and the Salsabil of praise unto the people of creation,
and the choice wine of utterance for all religions. Blessed is
he who hath cast aside idle fancies, turned with the power of
certitude, and believed in God, the Lord of all parties.

5 Say: O peoples of the earth! The Divine Lote-Tree calleth out

in truth: Fear God and be not of the heedless. Beware lest
that which the people possess prevent you. Cast it behind you,
turning unto God, the One, the All-Informed. He hath come
with verses that none deny save those who have turned away
from the truth on a day wherein every learned one and every
well-informed mystic hath advanced toward Him. By God’s
life! That which ye possess shall profit you not. To this doth
God’s Most Exalted Pen bear witness from its lofty station.

Hearken, O peoples of the earth, unto that which hath been
raised from the direction of the Prison, then behold what hath
shone forth and appeared from this luminous horizon. The
breeze of grace hath wafted, and the Temple of Justice pro-
claimeth before the faces of all who are in the heavens and
earth: Have mercy upon yourselves and follow not every ob-
stinate oppressor. Say: Look with the eye of justice upon the
Divine Lote-Tree and its fruits, upon the Tablets and their
verses, upon the Books and their mysteries, upon the sea and
its waves, upon the light and its effulgence, and be not of the
heedless.

O thou who art mentioned before the Wronged One! After Our
departure from the Land of Ta, We exhorted the people of God
by day and by night to observe what is good and shun what
is evil, until swords were converted into ploughshares. Now
nigh upon forty years have elapsed during which hostilities and
conflict have ceased, to such degree that in certain cities, when
they were slain they slew not in return. Prior to these forty
years, as thou knowest and hast heard, battles took place every
year wherein multitudes of souls were slain. All things bear
witness that this Wronged One hath acted in a manner which
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hath conduced to the welfare and protection of the peoples of
the earth. Yet neither the nation nor the government hath
become aware or taken notice thereof.

Some time ago a grievous event occurred in ‘Ishqabad when one
of the loved ones of God was martyred in such wise that the ef-
fects of his martyrdom influenced foreign powers. None among
this party rose up in retaliation or sought to exact vengeance.
Rather, they interceded for the murderer. Nevertheless, it is
observed that the malice of the opposers hath waxed greater
than before. Glory be to God! Justice hath become like the
phoenix, non-existent, and the sun of equity hath remained hid-
den beneath the clouds of tyranny. We beseech God, blessed
and exalted be He, to assist His servants to return unto Him
and to repent before the gate of His bounty. Verily, He is
powerful over all things.

The glory shining forth from the horizon of the heaven of My
mercy be upon you and upon those with you, and upon ev-
eryone who is steadfast and firm, and upon everyone who is
established and faithful.
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To: Muhammad Quli who has attained et al., in Tihran
Date: 1305-12 [1888-Aug]

He is God, exalted be His station of utterance in the world.

O Muhammad-Quli, upon thee be My glory! I bear witness
that they who have turned to My horizon, attained My pres-
ence and drunk the choice wine of revelation from the hand of
My bounty - they have achieved that which was the hope of
those who are nigh and the sincere ones from time immemorial.
The Word of thy Lord cannot be compared with the books of
the people, with what they possess, or with what lay hidden in
the treasuries of kings and sovereigns. Thus hath the Supreme
Pen raised its shrill voice and mentioned thee on this blessed,
mighty and wondrous Day.

His honor ‘Ali-Qabli-Akbar, upon him be My glory and loving-
kindness, who was present before the gate of My grandeur and
before My throne, sent thy letter to the Wronged One. We
have answered thee with this evident remembrance, whereby

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

OV G oLl 6la Lo ) g

SIS ool O e Sl e 542 L
Yo 5 oo A Sl 1936 4 B!
Coal) 5 AL Jal 08 L 136 o) Gllas
el 8 S ad ol Y IV )
SHI 1 Gl 06 Ly as by
S A1 o i) SIS CbSL

g Al SOUL el s ST55

sl Gle 5 Sl ek S 5 e Sl
S Ul ke Ol s 1ol oF
S e Skl pllll i SE fo)

157

18

19

1

2

3


http://www.bahai.org/r/371221417
https://adibmasumian.files.wordpress.com/2021/02/raha.pdf#page=76
https://adibmasumian.files.wordpress.com/2021/02/nss.pdf#page=88

ot

Vol. 86: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part III

BH01672

the very rocks have taken flight, let alone the spirits. Verily
thy Lord is the Almighty, the Powerful. Blessed is he who hath
soared in this atmosphere and heard the rustling of the winds
of My loving-kindness and the sound of the wings of the birds
of My grace and mercy. He is among the sincere ones in the
Book of God, the Lord of the worlds.

O Na’im! We have heard thy mention and mentioned thee,
and seen thy name. We have revealed for thee that which,
were it to be cast upon the mountains, thou wouldst see them
speaking in remembrance of God, thy Lord, the Lord of the
mighty throne. We have sent down for thee from the heaven
of grace that which shall endure as long as the kingdom of
God, the Mighty, the Wondrous, shall endure. That which
hath befallen you in the path of God hath caused the Pen to
lament, and the wrongdoers shall soon see the recompense of
their deeds. By the life of God! There hath been ordained for
them such chastisement as no tongue can describe. Thy Lord
doth testify, and He is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Grieve not over anything. The days shall pass away, and
sovereignty shall remain with God and His loved ones who have
borne hardships in His love and good-pleasure, whom neither
the might of the oppressors nor the clamor of the aggressors
hath deterred from drawing nigh unto His holy and luminous
horizon. O Na’im! God hath favored thee on this Day whereon
the Wronged One hath desired to turn in another direction by
His command, and He is the Ordainer, the Ancient of Days.
They who have held fast to My strong cord, turned to the
lights of My countenance and entered beneath the shadow of
My loving-kindness see themselves detached from all save God
and from the names which the deniers have adopted for them-
selves as lords beside God. Thus hath the Pen spoken while
the people were in evident doubt.

Say: O company of deniers! Die in your wrath. Neither your
remembrances, nor your children, nor your deeds, nor your
words, nor your orientation shall profit you except through
holding fast to this Cord, by whose movement all created things
were moved. The very atoms bear witness to this, if ye be of
them that deny. Say: O scheming one! Steal not My verses
nor alter them. Be fair concerning that which hath been sent
down in truth from God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.
Thy calumnies shall not profit thee, nor thy embellishments,
nor shall the Baqir or any other benefit thee, nor shall it avail
thee to hold fast to all things. Thy Lord speaketh the truth,
and He is the Truth, the Knower of the unseen.
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Thou hast not seen thy brother nor associated with him. The
world and its adornments have deceived thee as they deceived
people before thee. Fear God, then return unto Him. He is
verily the All-Bountiful, the Almighty, the Glorious, the Lov-
ing. We summoned thee unto God, but thou didst turn away
after having accepted. Repent unto God Who created thee
and fashioned thee, and be not of those women who witnessed,
then denied and broke God’s covenant, the Lord of what was
and what shall be. How many a maidservant hath heard, ac-
cepted and drunk the choice wine of revelation from the hand
of the bounty of her Lord, the Lord of the earthly realm and the
Kingdom! Thus hath the tongue of grandeur spoken as a grace
from Him. He is verily the Mighty, the Kind, the Forgiving.

O Muhammad-Quli! We have desired to mention thee once
again at the end of the Tablet, and We say: The Glory from Us
be upon thee and upon those with thee, and upon every servant
who hath turned and every maidservant who hath turned and
achieved this Cause whereby the idolaters have lamented and
the Evil One hath cried out.
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To: Muhammad-Ali
Date: 1305-12 [1888-Aug]

He is God, exalted be He in wisdom and utterance!

O thou who drinkest the choice wine of My utterance and
soarest in the atmosphere of My love! Hear My testimony
that there is none other God but Him, the Single, the One,
the Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Thou hast made
mention of the friends and desired for each that which abideth
and endureth in the Book of God. These souls have been and
are remembered, and for each hath been ordained that which
the minds and souls of the peoples of the world are powerless
to comprehend and reckon. At some time, act on behalf of His
Holiness ‘Ayn [the Bab], upon him be My glory and loving-
kindness, and perform that which hath been the hope of the
Messengers.

The people of Baha, that is, those souls who have arisen to
assist and are engaged in service, have each been blessed with
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the traces of the Most Exalted Pen. We beseech God to aid
all to do that which He loveth and is pleased with. Convey on
behalf of this Wronged One greetings to each one and gladden
them with the bounties of God, exalted be His glory.

The ocean of divine verses surgeth, and the lights of the Day-
Star of grace shine forth and are manifest from the horizon of
His will. Soon shall be made known the stations of those who
have turned to the Most Exalted Horizon and have acknowl-
edged that which the Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken from
His Most Glorious Station. At all times verses descend like
rain from the heaven of the favor of the Lord of the Worlds -
nay, even more abundantly - yet the people remain in evident
doubt and mighty suspicion.

His honor Nabil, son of Nabil, hath from the first days until now
been blessed with favor and engaged in service. However, in
the great city there befell him that which caused grief to those
near unto God. With the permission of this Wronged One
he arrived in that land and attained unto His good-pleasure.
We beseech God, exalted be His glory, to transform his sorrows
into supreme joy, and We ask Him, exalted be He, to draw him
nigh and ordain for him to attain the presence of the Wronged
One. Verily He is the Almighty, the Powerful.

O Nabil! His honor ‘Ali-Akbar, upon him be My glory and
loving-kindness, hath repeatedly made mention of thee. He
kept faith with the Covenant and made mention of the loved
ones of the All-Merciful in a missive which he sent to the
Wronged One. We have answered him at this time with this
Perspicuous Tablet.

We beseech God to ever aid His loved ones to that which will
lead to the reformation of the world and the tranquility of the
nations. By My life! There shall appear from them that which
God, the Lord of the Mighty Throne, hath willed. Whatsoever
hath been revealed in the Book of God for each of the loved
ones shall assuredly come to pass. Neither might nor wealth,
neither glory nor loftiness, neither hosts nor ranks, neither guns
nor rifles, neither tyranny nor oppression shall prevent it. Ver-
ily He is the Almighty, the Powerful, and He is the All-Hearing,
the All-Informed.
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BHO02759

To: Shaykh Ja’far
Date: 1305-12 [1888-Aug]

In the Name of Him Who speaketh in the Kingdom of Utter-
ance

The hosts of God shall be triumphant. These hosts, in the
first station and primary rank, have been and shall ever be the
verses of God. He is the triumphant, He is the All-Compelling,
He is the All-Encompassing. His revelation is manifest and
evident in the horizons and in the souls, yet in every station it
appeareth according to measure and degree. None save those
possessed of penetrating vision, pure souls and illumined hearts
can truly comprehend it as befitteth its station.

And in one station the hosts of Truth are the Hands of His
Cause, that is, those souls who arise for the sake of God to
educate the peoples and reform the world, who make the in-
habitants of earth aware through wisdom and utterance and
guide them to the supreme horizon.

And in one station, goodly deeds and praiseworthy conduct
have been and shall ever be the hosts of God. Thus in this most
great Revelation We have commanded all to triumph through
the fear of God and to adorn the world with the ornament of
security and tranquility.

The outward hosts and armies belong unto the kings - they
are the manifestations of divine power. If they enter beneath
the shade of the pavilions of grandeur they are ascribed unto
the Truth; otherwise the command is His - He doeth what He
willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth.

; In this Revelation the host that hath arisen to serve is the Pen

of the Ancient King. Through it the standard of triumph hath
been raised and the banner of victory hath been unfurled. It
moveth by night and by day with a motion that hath stirred all
created things. It is the horseman that raceth in the arena of
wisdom and utterance. Its power is not weakened by the might
of the world, and its purpose is not hindered by the desires of
the nations. It is the prevailing one, it is the triumphant one.
Glory be unto God! In the divine days the vanquished is beheld
as the victor. Blessed are they that ponder, blessed are they
that perceive, and blessed are they that attain.

And He hath hosts and armies that none knoweth save His
own Self. These hosts are not seen with outward eyes. His is
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the command in all circumstances, and His is the decree in the
beginning and in the end.

O thou who gazest! He Who is mentioned and Who conver-
seth from the Sinai of Utterance speaketh these exalted words,
that they may draw thee to the horizon of detachment and
bring thee near unto the Truth, the Knower of the unseen.
We beseech Him, exalted be He, to strengthen thee with such
steadfastness as shall tranquilize hearts and souls. The glory
from Us be upon thee and upon those who have quaffed of My
sealed wine.
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BHO03291
To: Amatullah Khanum
Date: 1305-12 [1888-Aug]
In the name of the Desired of the world! OLlle 55a2e ply

O handmaiden of God! The fragrances of divine revelation
have perfumed the realms of earth and heaven, and the efful-
gences of the Light of Manifestation have illumined the world.
The accepted handmaiden hath been honored with the blessed
word “O My handmaiden,” and the accepted servant glorified
with “O My servant.” Today the gate of the most exalted Par-
adise hath been opened in the name of the Lord of Names, and
hidden mysteries have become manifest and evident without
any veil or concealment. Blessed is the eye that hath beheld
the lights of the supreme horizon, and blessed is the ear that
hath been honored to hear the call of the Desired One of the
world and the Ancient King. Today the waves of the ocean of
divine bounty are visible before all faces at their highest surge.
Blessed art thou, O My handmaiden, for thine ear hath hear-
kened to My call and thine eye hath witnessed My signs. Give
glad tidings to the youth and say: The true rose garden hath
appeared and the spiritual nightingales are warbling upon its
branches and twigs. Strive that ye may not be deprived of the
outpourings of the All-Bountiful Lord in this spiritual morn
and luminous atmosphere.

The Sun of generosity hath dawned from the horizon of the
world, and through but one of its rays the world of existence
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came into being. O people of God! The Hidden Countenance
hath unveiled Itself and the Treasured Secret become manifest
and evident. With complete detachment, take and drink the
sealed wine in the name of the Self-Subsisting. Mention each
of their children on behalf of the Wronged One and convey
greetings. We beseech God to aid them to be steadfast and
to render victory. Today victory is through remembrance and
utterance, not through sword and spear. Weapons have been
transformed into means of peace, discord into concord, and
war into peace. The Command is in God’s hands, the Posses-
sor of the seen and unseen. He is the Powerful One Whom the
power of the world hath not hindered and the might of nations
hath not prevented from His purpose. O handmaiden of God!
We have mentioned and continue to mention all the friends,
and We counsel them to that which leadeth to elevation and
advancement. Verily thy Lord doeth what He willeth and or-
daineth what He pleaseth. He is the Powerful, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy.
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To: Shaykh Sadiq
Date: 1305-12 [1888-Aug]

He is the All-Witnessing, the All-Informed.

A Book hath been sent down in truth from God, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise. In this very hour it walketh forth and
proclaimeth: “The gate of heaven hath been opened, and the
Lord of Names hath come with manifest sovereignty. Through
Him the Names have shone forth and the mysteries been
unveiled, while most of the people remain in heedlessness.
Through Him the ocean of the Bayan hath surged within the
realm of being, and the sweet savours of God, the Mighty, the
All-Beautiful, have been stirred.”

Blessed is he who hath found and drawn nigh, who hath hear-
kened and responded. And woe betide those who have turned
away, who have cast the Book of God behind their backs, fol-
lowing the ways of the ignorant.
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Verily, the Wronged One, from the quarter of His prison,
maketh mention of thee with that which shall draw thee unto
God, the One, the All-Informed.

Say: O concourse of earth! The call of the Lord of Names hath
been raised from the quarter of ‘Akka. Turn ye unto it, then
hearken, and be not of the lost. The gate of bounty hath been
flung open, and the Day-spring of justice hath come with a
Word at whose utterance all who are in the heavens and on the
earth fell thunderstruck, save such as God, the All-Powerful,
the Almighty, hath willed.

Say: Cast away what ye possess, and lay hold on that which
ye have been vouchsafed. This is that whereunto ye were com-
manded aforetime and in this perspicuous Tablet.

And when thou hast quaffed the wine of Revelation from the
cup of My bounty, and heard My sweetest call from the quarter
of My prison, then say:

O my God, my God! Thou beholdest how the very core of
my being is melted in the fire of separation from Thee. Where
is the Kawthar of Thy reunion, O Desire of them that truly
know? The fire of remoteness hath consumed me — where is
the light of Thy nearness, O Beloved of the near ones?

The very limbs and pillars do tremble — where are the tokens
of Thy loving care, O God of all who are in the heavens and
on the earth? I beseech Thee, by the Lamp of Thy Cause, by
the pavilion of Thy glory, and by Thy Name through which
Thou hast planted the standards of Thy guidance throughout
Thy lands, that Thou mayest make me aided in the service
of Thy Cause and in the service of the sincere among Thy
servants. Then ordain for me that which shall draw me nigh
unto Thee in all conditions. Verily, Thou art the All-Sufficing,
the Most Exalted. There is no God but Thee, the Mighty, the
All-Praised.

O my Lord! Disappoint not him who hath turned unto Thee,
neither withhold from him who hath set his face toward Thy
nearness and Thy presence. Thou art He of Whom all cre-
ated things have borne witness, through Thy power and Thy
might, and all contingent beings, through Thy greatness and
Thy sovereignty. There is no God but Thee, the One, the
Single, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BHO03384

To: Aga Mirza Abdul-Husayn, in Tihran
Date: 1305-12 [1888-Aug]

He is established upon the Throne of Utterance.

This is a Book sent down in truth from God, the Lord of
the worlds, and it summons all people to a station wherein
all things proclaim: “The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the
Almighty, the All-Praised!” Blessed is he who is endowed with
vision whom the veils of men have not hindered, and blessed
is he who is endowed with hearing whom the clamor of the
heedless has not shut out. Blessed is the servant who has bro-
ken the chains of idle fancies through the Name of the Lord of
Days and hastened with his heart to this luminous horizon.

We have beheld thy turning unto the lights of the Countenance
and have revealed for thee that whereby the eyes of those who
have drawn nigh are solaced - they who have borne in the path
of God that which none among His servants hath borne. To
this doth testify He with Whom is a mighty Book.

When thou dost inhale the sweet-scented breezes of the All-
Merciful’s utterance, arise, detached from all else but God,
turning unto the Station and say:

“My God, my God! I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy Coun-
tenance, and the pearls of the ocean of Thy knowledge, and
the mysteries of Thy Book, to aid me in all conditions to serve
Thee and to serve Thy loved ones. O my Lord! Thou seest
me agitated in Thy days and attracted by Thy verses. By Thy
glory, O my God! My heart findeth no rest save in attaining
Thy presence, and my soul no repose save in hearkening to Thy
call. Alas, alas, should Thy decree prevent me from attaining
the court of Thy glory! I beseech Thee, O Lord of the worlds
and Goal of the nations, to forgive my grievous sins and mighty
transgressions. Then ordain for me what Thou hast ordained
for Thy loved ones who have offered up their spirits and all
they possessed in Thy path. Verily Thou art the Almighty, the
Peerless, the One, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful. There
is none other God but Thee, the Almighty, the All-Glorious.

“O God! My God and the God of all beings, my Goal and
the Goal of all created things! Send Thy blessings, O my God,
upon those whom neither the might of the oppressors hath
deterred from drawing nigh unto Thee, nor the hosts of the
aggressors from turning to the light of Thy Countenance. They
have arisen to promote Thy Cause and have spoken forth Thy
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Name before the faces of Thine enemies, despite those who
denied Thy proof and Thy signs, and who committed that
which caused the dwellers of Thy Kingdom and Thy Realm
to lament. There is none other God but Thee, the One, the
Peerless, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.”
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To: Vali Khan
Date: 1305-12 [1888-Aug]

He it is that moveth through His most exalted Pen

The Supreme Pen declares: In the moment of utterance We are
silent, and in the moment of silence We speak. How strange is
the world that has appeared, while the servants remain heed-
less of it! All things give glad tidings and proclaim that which
causes bodies to soar, let alone spirits. O thou who gazest upon
the Countenance! The Sun of Truth has risen, the ocean of ut-
terance is surging, and He Who conversed on Sinai is seated
upon the throne of Revelation. At one time He turns to the
right and says: “O people of Baha! This day is your day, which
has come for your joy, your gladness and your delight. By God
the Truth! That which was recorded in the Books of God and
stored up in His knowledge has been manifested. Arise to help
your Lord through wisdom and utterance.” And at another
time He turns to the left and says:

“O company of the heedless! Be fair in this manifest Cause.
Beware lest the books of the world hold you back from the
remembrance of the Lord of Eternity. He has come with clear
proof and evidence, by which the hearts of those near unto God
and the sincere ones have been attracted. Say: O people! The
signs of God have come to you and the fragrance of utterance
has been wafted throughout all contingent being.

“Cast aside that which keeps you from drawing nigh unto God,
your Purpose, and take hold of that which you have been com-
manded in His Books, His Scriptures and His Tablets. He will
assist you with the truth and ordain for you that which will
bring joy to your eyes, expand your breasts and gladden your
hearts. He is, verily, the Most Merciful of the merciful. Give
thanks to thy Lord, for He has remembered thee when He was
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wronged at the hands of the oppressors, that thou mayest arise
to serve His Cause and be among the triumphant. The glory
from Us be upon thee and upon those who have held fast to
the cord of God, the Lord of all worlds, and whom the tyranny
of the Pharaohs did not prevent - they turned to Him and said:
‘Praise be unto Thee, O Thou in Whose grasp is the dominion
of all who are in the heavens and on earth.”’
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To: Siyyid Ali Akbar
Date: 1305-12 [1888-Aug/

In the Name of the Peerless Lord

O servants! Know ye the worth of the days of the Lord of
Names and arise to make good what hath escaped you. The
sea this day speaketh forth “The Truth hath come” and the
Bayan uttereth “The All-Merciful hath appeared.” Let not
your eyes be prevented from beholding, nor your ears be de-
prived of hearing. The hand of power taketh and bestoweth.
None questioneth His doings, and He is the All-Powerful, the
Unconstrained. Night and day the rain of mercy descendeth
from the heaven of bounty, and the pearls of wisdom and ut-
terance appear from the treasury of the Most Exalted Pen.
Blessed is he whom the ornaments of the world have not pre-
vented, nor kept back from turning toward the Most Glorious
Horizon.

Say: O ye that turn aside from the Bayan, ye have commit-
ted that which no faction among the factions hath committed.
Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One and with attentive
ears and penetrating eyes observe and ponder upon that which
hath appeared, that perchance the river of words may not de-
prive you from the ocean of verses. The Truth is manifest, His
call is raised. Blessed is he who hath turned with justice and
fairness to the evidences. He is of the people of the Crimson
Ark, whose name hath been mentioned in the Book of God, the
Lord of all beings and the Lord of the hereafter and the former
times. Praise be to the Ancient Beauty and the Desired One
of the nations, Who hath mentioned thee in the Most Great
Prison and guided thee to the supreme horizon. Verily, He is
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the Almighty, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. We are God’s
and unto Him do we return.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Mirza
Date: 1305-12 [1888-Aug]

He is the Manifest, the Speaking One, the All-Knowing

2 O peoples of the earth! Hearken unto that which the Tongue
of Grandeur doth speak from the most exalted station. Verily,
He remembereth you through His grace, and remindeth them
of His signs, and guideth them to the straight path. Fear God,
O people, then look with the eye of fairness upon that which
hath appeared before your faces, and follow not every heedless
doubter. Behold, the Sun hath dawned from the horizon of the
heaven of manifestation. Hearken, for He speaketh and saith:
There is none other God but Him, the Single, the One, the
Mighty, the Bestower. Do ye worship vain imaginings after ye
behold the dawning-manifestations of the Daystar of certitude
from the most exalted station? Say: Cast aside your doubts.
By God! The Self-Subsisting hath come with a sovereignty
before which all the hosts of the world cannot stand. Fear
God, O ye who are endued with insight.

When thou hast attained unto the pearls of My utterance, say:
My God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having enabled me
to attain unto the revelations of Thy Most Exalted Pen while I
was in the hands of the enemies, and for having sent down unto
me that which every letter of the letters of its words beareth
witness to Thy grace and Thy loving-kindness and Thy mercy
which have preceded Thy servants. O my Lord! I beseech Thee
by the kingdom of Thy beauty and the dominion of Thy glory,
and by Thy power before the manifestation of which the people
of Thy realm and Thy dominion have bowed down, to ordain
for me that which shall make me steadfast in Thy Cause, firm
in Thy love, standing in Thy service, and acting according to
that which Thou hast commanded me in Thy Book. Verily,
Thou art the Powerful One Whom the affairs of Thy creation
cannot frustrate, nor can the opposition of Thy servants. Thou
art He Whose mercy hath preceded all and Whose sovereignty
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hath encompassed all. There is none other God but Thee, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

BHO04467

To: Mulla °Ali Akbar
Date: 1305-12 [1888-Aug]

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Informed

God testifieth that there is none other God besides Him, and
that He Who hath come with the truth needeth not the men-
tion of anyone, nor the testimony of any soul. He was ever
self-sufficient in His own wealth and sovereign in His author-
ity, manifest through His signs and speaking in His Kingdom.
The knowledge of all created things and the understanding
of all contingent beings have failed to encompass His Revela-
tion. God hath made My manifestation and appearance and
My establishment upon the throne of grandeur and power, and
the seat of loftiness and will, sanctified above minds and com-
prehension. I have ever been all-encompassing, and all else
encompassed. To this testifieth whosoever hath soared in the
atmosphere of My knowledge and drunk the choice wine of My
love from the chalice of My bounty. Such a one is indeed of
the people of this exalted and glorious station.

3 We bear witness that thou didst attain in the earliest days to
the recognition of God, the Lord of all worlds, and hast turned
unto Him before and again in these days wherein the Sadratu’l-
Muntaha calleth out: “The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the
Lord of the Day of Judgment.” Blessed art thou for having
taken hold of My Book and soared in the atmosphere of My
love and drunk the choice wine of My favor and attained unto
My presence. All this is from God’s grace upon thee. He is
verily the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. Arise to serve Me,
then cause the servants to enter beneath the tabernacles of My
grandeur. We beseech God to aid thee and strengthen thee
and assist thee with the hosts of wisdom and utterance. He
is verily the Almighty, the Glorious, the All-Bounteous. The
glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of the Mother
Book be upon thee and upon those who have heard what thy
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tongue hath spoken concerning the Cause of God, the Lord of
the beginning and the end.

BHO05635

To: Aga Jamal Gulpaigani
Date: 1305-12 [1888-Aug]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Most Great, the Most
Powerful

I testify, O my God and the God of all things, my Creator and
the Creator of the heavens, my Fashioner and the Fashioner of
the Kingdom of Names, that Thou hast not manifested the ser-
vants except for the recognition of the Dawning-Place of Thy
Revelation, the Dayspring of Thy verses, the Source of Thy
Command, the Manifestation of Thy Self, and the Fountain-
head of Thy knowledge and Thy laws. I beseech Thee, O Lord
of the worlds and Master of nations, by the Most Great Name,
and by Thy pervading Will and Thy all-encompassing Purpose,
to make me turn toward Thee and withdraw from all else but
Thee, and to stand firm in Thy Cause in such wise that neither
the doubts of the dubious nor the signs of the wayward may
hold me back.

O my Lord! T testify to Thy oneness and Thy singleness, and
to Thy might and Thy power and Thy grandeur and Thy
sovereignty. O my Lord! Withhold me not from beholding
the signs of Thy power in the kingdom of creation, nor from
hearkening to the shrill voice of Thy Most Exalted Pen. 1
beseech Thee, O Thou Who art the Goal of them that have
recognized Thee and the Object of worship of all who are in
the heavens and on earth, by Thy Prophets and Thy Chosen
Ones who hastened to the field of martyrdom in their longing
for Thy Beauty, to ordain for me the good of this world and
of the world to come. Verily Thou art the Lord of all beings
and the Lord of the Throne on high and of the dust beneath.
There is none other God but Thee, the All-Forgiving, the Most
Merciful.
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BHO05675

To: Shaykh Hadi Kitabfurush
Date: 1305-12 [1888-Aug]

He is the Dawning One from the horizon of the Kingdom of
Utterance!

We have heard thy call and have answered thee with verses by
which the hearts of the Concourse on High and the dwellers of
the Most Exalted Paradise have been attracted. Give thanks
unto thy Lord for this most great favor and say: Praise be unto
Thee, O Lord of the worlds, for having rent asunder the veils
and manifested that which had been concealed from time im-
memorial. Thou art He Who hath revealed His Cause, fulfilled
His Promise, and spoken before all faces that which had been
hidden in Thy knowledge and treasured within the repositories
of Thine infallibility.

O my Lord! Thou beholdest me detached from all save Thee
and clinging to the cord of Thy grace. I beseech Thee by Thy
Most Beautiful Names and Thy Most Exalted Attributes, and
by Thy Cause through which Thou hast subdued the world
and guided the nations, to make me voice Thy praise amongst
Thy servants. O my Lord! The thirst of separation hath seized
me - where is the Kawthar of Thy reunion, O Thou Who art
the Goal of the mystics? And the fire of remoteness hath con-
sumed me - where is the light of Thy Cause, O Thou Who
art the Object of desire of all in the heavens and earth? Alas!
Alas! My heart hath melted in my remoteness from the court
of Thy nearness, and Thy separation hath destroyed me, O
Thou in Whose grasp lieth the reins of all them that dwell on
earth. I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy countenance and the
dawning-places of Thy revelation to make me among those who
have aided Thy Cause through wisdom and utterance. Verily
Thou art the Mighty, the Glorious, the All-Bountiful.
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BHO05784

To: Shaykh Mahdi
Date: 1305-12 [1888-Aug]

In My Name, the Manifest above all creation

God beareth witness that there is none other God but Him,
and He Who hath come with the truth is verily the Preserved
Tablet and the Hidden Book. Through Him the Most Exalted
Pen was breathed upon, and all who dwell in the kingdom of
names fell unconscious. Through Him was set up the Path
and established the Balance, and all things in the dominion of
earth and heaven proclaimed: The Kingdom and the Realm,
then the Greatness and the Might belong unto God, the One,
the All-Powerful, the Mighty, the Bestower. When thou hast
attained unto the proof of the All-Merciful and hearkened unto
the call of the Wronged One at the midmost heart of creation,
say:

My God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having given me
to drink from the cup of Thy knowledge and caused me to
hear the shrill voice of Thy Pen and made me to turn toward
the Dayspring of Thy verses when most of Thy creation turned
away from Thee. I beseech Thee, O Light of the world and Illu-
miner of the nations, by Thy Most Great Name through which
earthquakes seized the idols of idle fancies and vain imaginings
and the hearts of them who denied the proof and evidence
were made to tremble, to ordain that I may in all conditions
be moved by Thy will and drawn by Thy verses. Thou art He
from Whose knowledge nothing escapeth. Thou hearest and
seest; verily Thou art the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. Ordain
for me, O my God, that which will protect me from the evil of
Thine enemies and exalt me amidst Thy creation. Verily Thou
art the Almighty, the Powerful. There is no God but Thee,
the Mighty, the All-Praised.
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To: Haji Muhammad Ibrahim, in Hamadan

Date: 1305-12 [1888-Aug]

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Informed. ! Jal)) »

A Book sent down by the Lord of all men to him who hath be-
lieved in God, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful. Verily it guideth
the servants unto the Most Great Path and draweth them nigh
unto the horizon of the Manifestation. This is the station which
God hath made among the most exalted of stations. We have
revealed the Cause and sent down from the heaven of utterance
that which hath attracted the hearts of the righteous. Through
My Name the fragrance of the Desired One hath been wafted,
and at My Call all religions have swooned away, save such as
God, the Cleaver of the daybreak, hath willed.

O peoples of the earth! Fear ye the All-Merciful, and follow
not them who have denied the favor of God after its descent.
Thus hath the Tongue of Grandeur spoken, as bidden by Him,
and He is the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

We have heard thy mention and have mentioned thee, and have
seen thy turning to Us and have turned toward thee from the
precincts of the Prison, as bidden by God, the Lord of lords.
Thus have the traces of My Most Exalted Pen been spread
abroad on this Day which God hath made the Lord of all days.

The Glory be upon thee from Us and upon them who have
quaffed the wine of revelation from the hands of the bounty of
their Lord, the Mighty, the Most Bountiful.
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BHO07363

To: Badi son of Muhammad Quli, in Tihran
Date: 1305-12 [1888-Aug]

He is the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful!

O Badi’! Repeatedly have thy calls been heard by Us. There is
no call but He heareth it, and no deed but He seeth it. Verily,
He is with those who love Him and make mention of Him. Some
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receive answers that are outwardly revealed and sent, while the
answers to others are recorded in God’s Book and inscribed by
the Pen of His bounty. In all cases, He is the Hearer, He is the
Answerer.

3 O Badi’! Praise the Object of the world’s adoration, Who hath
enabled thee to attain unto that which is, in God’s estimation,
greater than all else - namely this Divine Tablet which hath at
this moment been inscribed in thy name and sent unto thee.

Say: Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of all mankind, for having
remembered me through Thy Most Exalted Pen! I beseech
Thee, by the ocean of Thy bounty and the sun of Thy generos-
ity, to assist me to remain steadfast in Thy love and Thy Cause,
and to ordain for me in all circumstances that which will draw
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Most Exalted. INBA27:429h
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To: sister of Jinab-i-Ali Qabl-i-Akbar

Date: 1305-12 [1888-Aug]

He is the One manifest before all. o) <~L»\ JaU;'J\ P

O My handmaiden and child of My handmaiden! Hear My call
and hold fast to that which is the cause of the exaltation of thy
station with God. Today a good deed is like the sun among all
past deeds and cannot be equaled by even a single “yea” from
those people who denied God’s proof and His evidence and His
greatness and His sovereignty.

O My handmaiden! Praise the Goal of all the worlds, Who
confirmed thee and mentioned thee on this Night of the Festival
of Sacrifice in the most exalted height. If thou wouldst hearken
to a single word with the ear of the spirit, thou wouldst freely
sacrifice thy life in His path.

We beseech God to sanctify thee and the handmaidens of that
land from whatsoever is unworthy of His days, and to grant
that which befitteth His generosity. Verily He is the Generous,
the Bountiful. Say: All praise be unto Thee, O God of the
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world, and all thanksgiving be unto Thee, O Goal of them
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that have known Thee. oWl
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BHO07629

To: Haydar Quli

Date: 1305-12 [1888-Aug]

He is the One Who commands with truth. Gkl P

A mention from Us to the one who has heard My call, turned to
My horizon, and held fast to the cord of My loving-kindness,
that he may rejoice and be among the thankful ones. We
have sent down from the heaven of utterance that which has
brought delight to the eyes of those near unto God, and We
have mentioned that which aids the servants to practice justice
and fairness. Blessed are those who have attained unto virtu-
ous character. Through good character the stations of creation
are revealed, and through justice their ranks are made mani-
fest. Blessed is he who has attained unto the recognition of that
which the Supreme Pen has uttered in this exalted station.

We have arisen today speaking in praise of God, the Lord of the
worlds, and the rapture of remembrance has so seized Us that
We have rent asunder the veils, speaking that which caused
those of Sinai to swoon. Thus has the matter been decreed
on this wondrous Day. Blessed is the ear that has heard My
utterance, and the eye that has beheld My horizon, and the
heart that has turned to God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
The splendor from Us be upon you and upon those whom the
affairs of creation have not prevented from turning to the Lord
of the Day of Judgment.
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To: Shaykh Muhammad son of Abuturab

Date: 1305-12 [1888-Aug]

He is the All-Hearing, the All-Answering. ey ct:.J\ 9

O Muhammad! Blessed is your father who was with Me most
days and bore witness to that which God Himself had tes-
tified - that there is none other God but Him, the Mighty,
the All-Knowing. He attained My presence in the land of Ta
[Tehran] and in the land of Taff [Karbila] and in Zawra [Bagh-
dad] from whose horizon shone forth the Sun of your Lord’s
loving-kindness, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing. There hath
been revealed from My Most Exalted Pen that which shall
never be exhausted through the eternity of God, the Lord of
Lords.

Thy letter hath come before Us. We have heard thy call. We
beseech God to assist thee in that which He loveth and is
pleased with. He is verily the Almighty, the Unconstrained.

Say: My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having remem-
bered me in Thy prison. I beseech Thee by Thy Name, the All-
Forgiving, that Thou forgive me and my family. Then write
down, O my God, for me and for her that which will draw us
near unto Thee and cause us to speak Thy praise. Verily Thou
art God. There is none other God but Thee, the Mighty, the
All-Bountiful.
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BH10722

To: Muhammad Hasan Bulurfurush Ahdiyyih, in Hamadan
Date: 1305-12 [1888-Aug]

He is the All-Commanding, the All-Ruling, the All-Knowing.

O Muhammad-Hasan! He who hath attained My presence,
and drunk the choice wine of My utterance, and guided the
people to My path, hath made mention of thee. We make
mention of thee in this perspicuous Book, and have beseeched
the Lord of the throne and of earth to grant thee permission
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to attain His presence. Then did the Sun of permission shine
forth from the horizon of the heaven of thy Lord’s command,
the Almighty, the Powerful. Turn thou unto the Most Exalted
Horizon, and hold fast unto wisdom in thy path. Thus hath
spoken the tongue of the All-Commanding, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

SV A 8 el O, ) T
gl SO ) 3 AL Sz LV
S gl PRI

INBA51:024, KB_ 620:017-018

BHO01660

To: Aqa Mirza Mahmud
Date: 1305-12-07 [1888-Aug-15]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Greatness and the Power

Unto Him be praise and greatness and glory, for He hath or-
dained for His loved ones in His presence the blessing of near-
ness and meeting, and in absence the food of remembrance
and praise. At times He speaketh in presence in the form
of utterance, and at others in absence in the form of writing.
Unto Him be praise for all of this and in all conditions. And
blessings and peace be upon His Beloved, whom He made a
Book wherein was inscribed that which none knoweth save His
own Self, and established him in His station in the realm of
creation, and made him the Dawning-Place of His names and
the Rising-Point of His attributes and the Manifestation of
His signs and evidences, and upon his family and companions
through whom was raised the Most Great Word whereby earth
and heaven were illumined, and through whom eyes witnessed
and tongues proclaimed that there is none other God but Him.
These are servants through whose might was revealed God’s
justice throughout creation and His power amongst the ser-
vants - blessings which the speaking tongues, enkindled hearts
and penetrating, all-encompassing perceptions are powerless
to reckon. The servant beseecheth his Lord to aid us in that
which He loveth and approveth. Verily He heareth and seeth.
There is none other God but Him in the hereafter and the
former times.

The letter of that beloved of the heart was as collyrium for
the eye of love, an antidote for the temple of affection, and a
heavenly stream for the thirsty in the valley of search. After
manifestations of joy and gladness, delight and rapture, it was
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brought before the Face. He said - may our spirits be sacrificed
for Him - He is the Helper, the Mighty, the All-Wise.

O Mahmud! Upon thee be the peace of God, the Lord of the
seen and unseen. The servant was present before the Face
with thy letter and was honored to hear the Wronged One.
Every word thereof testified in the most exalted call to thy
steadfastness, attachment, love and affection. Well is it with
thee for having drunk the wine of love from the cup of thy
Lord’s bounty, the Lord of creation, and for having attained
that which the world was debarred from, save whom God, the
Lord of eternity, wished. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to
aid and assist thee in that whereby His remembrance may be
exalted amongst His servants and His Word in His lands. Peace
be upon thee and upon those with thee and upon those who
have drunk the wine of recognition from the cup of their Lord’s
bounty, the Mighty, the All-Wise.

We make mention of his honor the Emigrant who hath emi-
grated from his place, seeking the Most Exalted Station, that
joy may take hold of him and draw him nigh unto Him. Ver-
ily He is the Protector of those who love Him. There is none
other God but Him, the Mighty, the Powerful. Praise be to
God, his honor ‘Ali-Qabli-Muhammad hastened with his heart
in love of God until he attained the presence and beheld the
waves of the ocean of utterance and heard that which was the
hope of those in former ages and centuries. The Wronged One
beseecheth God to aid him in that whereby his mention may
endure amongst mentions, his name amongst names, his deed
amongst deeds, and his spirit amongst spirits. Verily He is the
Ruler over what He willeth through His word “Be” and it is.
That which he sent hath been adorned with the ornament of
acceptance. He should rejoice and be of the thankful. Peace be
upon him and upon the two leaves and upon every believing
servant and every maidservant who hath turned unto God, the
Lord of the worlds.

Praise be to God, they have attained unto the wine of utterance
and been honored by the bounty of the Goal of the world’s
peoples. From mention and utterance the degrees of grace and
bounty are evident and clear. Well is it with thy honor and
with him. This servant conveyeth greetings and praise to them
and beseecheth from God, exalted be His glory, whatsoever is
the cause of exaltation and advancement. Verily our Lord is
the All-Bountiful, the Generous, and He is the Forgiving, the
Merciful. Peace and remembrance and praise be upon your
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honors and upon those with you and upon those who love you
for the sake of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

BHO00836

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aga), in Port Said

Date: 1305-12-22 [1888-Aug-30]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Grandeur and the Power!

Praise, sanctified from all beginning and end, befitteth and be-
seemeth the Most Holy and Most Exalted Court of that Eternal
Being, Who, through the effulgent rays of the Sun of Yathrib
and Batha, hath adorned the people of the mortal realm — who
were deprived of knowledge and learning — with the ornament
of wisdom, utterance, knowledge and understanding.

His Will is the sovereign of all created wills, and His Purpose
the ruler of the purposes of all servants. He hath illumined
the world with the light of the Most Exalted Word, and by
its penetrating power hath He subjugated all. Glorified be His
grandeur, exalted be His might, glorified be His glory, magnif-
icent be His proof, and all-encompassing be His testimony!

And blessing and peace be upon the Lord of existence from the
unseen and the visible, through Whom the ocean of utterance
surged before the faces of all religions, and through Whom were
manifested those stations that elevated humanity in the con-
tingent world; and upon His family and companions, through
whom flowed the Euphrates of mercy amongst all creatures
and through whom was fulfilled the judgment of the Resurrec-
tion Hour — they who gave glad tidings to the servants of that
which the All-Merciful revealed in the Qur’an through His ex-
alted words: “The Day when mankind shall stand before the
Lord of the Worlds” — blessings whose fragrance shall never
cease throughout the duration of God’s Kingdom, our Lord
and the Lord of the Mighty Throne.

And now, may my spirit be a sacrifice for your exile, your
distress, and your homeland. This blessed word was heard
from the Blessed Tongue — He said: “His homeland is with Me
and beneath the canopies of My loving-kindness. Praise be
to God, and to Him belongs bounty, generosity, grandeur and

glory.”

Sl Al 6ls Lo A e

ol gl ol I 5 i e A
ol Al 5 b s Y 1y Al ©
S el Spub Jol b 5 0 o Ll
Ol s CRo Sl oy a2 il 5 Jo S
sy lrp Qb s le s

Sllabe 2z 5 3le Slshl Sle et
35 sy Jle Lo tak Sy sle St
Jﬂ).&'ﬁ'w&)w&q;ﬁﬁjsﬁ
c\;gbl,\jah,rhp}o\b&,‘},

R [ RV S S IR P F WA
oy pll O 2 2l gl apll
DLV Sblis & Syl Lo 4bl 5 0L
s pe Al ?Lﬁ\)w‘d\ Je s c)iKm &3
s wldl o ga 3 G A ol
S o~ A5 sl 1y 2y ol o el
AW ) U e ps dls dsz 064
PRNP{RURSR el L o oy Y oo

il Al

1) @; 3 ;f P S‘J"J Gy s
Aokt SHle 0ld 31 Sle #a)
&gl 3 (B Gy e by sy

T adidl o Tadl 5l o bl

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 179

1

V]

w

=~



11

Vol. 86: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part III

BH00836

; For repeatedly hath He mentioned that noble one with such

words that were the hand of detachment to squeeze them, the
water of life would flow therefrom.

In any case, after reading and becoming informed, I proceeded
to His presence and attained the honor of listening. His Word
— may our spirits be a sacrifice for Him — the tongue of the
realm of knowledge, speaketh this exalted word:

“Verily the Divine Lote-Tree hath spoken the truth before all
faces in the earliest of days, and hath mentioned its branches
in such wise as hath rendered all pens impotent to describe.
By the life of the Beloved! His profit and loss in all conditions
returneth unto Us. This is a word that transformeth loss into
the greatest profit, and it is the sun of utterances that hath
risen from the horizon of the heaven of the Pen of grace and
bounty. Blessed are those servants who have inhaled the fra-
grance of utterance and have attained unto that which God,
the Lord of the Throne and of the dust, hath desired. O My
Afnan! Upon thee be the peace of God and His loving-kindness,
and the grace of God and His mercy.”

The mention of you and those Afnan who are with you hath
ever been and continues to be like the spring showers of divine
mercy in the true springtime in this Most Great Prison.

We beseech God, exalted be He, to ordain for you every good
that was in His Book and hidden in His knowledge. Verily, He
is the Powerful, the Chosen One.

Praise be to God! His grace encompasseth all and His
loving-kindness accompanieth all. There is no God but He,
the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

Glory be unto God! The successful, confirmed soul clearly and
evidently beholdeth the traces of the universe and its fruits
from the Most Exalted Pen. The world standeth bewildered
at what hath been deposited therein, which no exhaustion can
diminish. The door of its treasury hath been opened by the
key of the will of our Lord, the Lord of the Throne and of the
dust, and at every moment the pearls of wisdom and utterance
appear with such a radiance and shine with such a light that
the true experts are powerless to enumerate and behold them.

Glory be to our Goal, our Object of worship, our Beloved,
and the Beloved of earth and heaven! In this field the steed of
mention is bewildered and true understanding is thunderstruck.
A hundred thousand blessings be upon those souls who have
recognized the station of this Day, who have hearkened unto
the Call, and who have attained, with most pure vision and
illumined heart, unto the lights of the Most Great Scene. These
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are honored servants who speak not until He hath spoken, and
who act by His command.

Another august letter arrived in the afternoon of Tuesday,
bearing glad tidings of your health and well-being and that
of the Son, upon him be the peace and glory of God. However,
after reading and learning of its contents, grief came from one
direction. Later, having repaired to the Holy Place and pre-
sented the matter before His presence, He said:

“In his loss there is profit, and in his harm there is benefit.
We beseech God to make this very loss the essence of blessing
and bounty. Verily, He is powerful over all things. O Afnan!
Thou hast been and art with Us. Whatever befalleth, We are
partners therein. Verily, He Who hath taken no partner unto
Himself is God. We beseech Him to change hardship into ease,
and difficulty into comfort. Verily, He is the Most Generous of
the generous ones and the Goal of them that know.”

A hundred thousand thanks and praise unto the Goal of the
world, Who hath aided thee to mention, extol, and serve His
Cause. Every soul who hath passed by that direction hath, of
his own accord and by his very essence, spoken in praise and
glorification of the Afnan of the Sacred Tree, acknowledging
and confessing His bounty. This is that blessing which hath
had and hath no likeness or parallel.

» This evanescent servant, at all times, beseecheth and imploreth

the true Omnipotent One to manifest that which is the cause of
the appearance of what He hath sent down in the Book. None
can repel His command or prevent what He willeth. Verily, He
is the Goal in the beginning and in the end.

I convey greetings to the friends of Truth who are in the vicinity,
and I seek for them that which is the cause of enduring mention.
Verily, He is the Hearer, the Answerer. There is no God but
He, the Single, the One, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Peace,
remembrance, and glory be upon you and upon those who
are with you, who love you, and who hearken to your words
concerning the Cause of our Lord, the Most Merciful.

The servant 5 Dhi’l-Hajjih 1305

152

May my spirit be a sacrifice for your mention, your utterance,
and your word! This petition was written some time ago in
response to the blessed letter, but at the time of sending,
the beloved of the heart, Hadrat-i-Ism-i-Jud — upon Him be
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Baha’u’llah, the Most Glorious — informed that the vessel had
departed.

2 This day, which is Wednesday the 22nd of Dhi’l-Hajjih, another

blessed letter arrived. Praise be to the Goal of the worlds that
news of health and well-being, which is among the great divine
bounties, has arrived and continues to arrive.

As regards what you wrote concerning Aga ‘Abdu’r-Rahim —
upon him be Baha'u’llah — they stated that things have tran-
spired exactly as was wisest. His grace and favor are clear and
evident, and all acknowledge this. Praise be to God Who con-
firmed and assisted you in that which would be remembered
before Him and recorded by the Supreme Pen in the scriptures
and tablets. They had mentioned before God the beloved and
honored Ibn — upon him be Baha’u’llah, the Most Glorious —
and his expression of meekness. He stated:

“We beseech God to transform it into glory, power, wealth and
exaltation. Verily, He doeth what He willeth and He is the
Mighty, the Bestower.”

This evanescent servant hath beseeched and continueth to be-
seech, night and day, for that which is the cause of elevation,
ascendancy, exaltation, glory and power. Verily our Lord is
the Omnipotent, the Supreme, the Unconstrained.

; Then peace, praise, remembrance and glory be upon you and

upon those who are with you and who serve you for the sake
of God.

The servant, 22 Dhi’l-Hijjih

N5t L) oV [ T] 4 e s
C»é))y,bg

Sl G5 3 Y il § pp
‘Ju‘.ﬁ:éﬁ.}.ﬂ%@)i;&)u.ﬁm>
Sy slpam 38 2y e e §
Mﬂ}ou\rﬂ)@\é\

AR f?}u; BT Gl #o,l 4o S|
P L agep (W] 05 [0 Gy
a5 Sl o3y Combas sl Gy §
L 5 o e s £l Ol
d,&bécgﬁ,,;\;\sj\&.ﬁh)@
5 G N e Lo w157
A4l o) O e H‘” ot 55 N
1y olaiSas Jlbl 5 oY1 [ ‘—L“l 14

K3y p Koy 0350 p dllke

5 oAl 5, sl Wiy o) Al e

) O ol ga s T b ey &) S

5 o358 ozl ol U b pols
Coby s s e am 8\ 1yl

ot Al g Ly O o3y 51l 5 e
et

JSJ"»&C;M\}?’M} ;T}J\jr)&;l\}: )

43’“».);‘45”:;;*&&

@i vy o eslg

INBA31:128, BLIB_ Or15731.362

BHO00530

To: Haji Mirza Abul-qasim Nazir (Jinab-i-Nazir), in Istanbul
Date: 1305-12-27 [1888-Sep-4)

He is God—exalted be His station, the Most Great, the Most
Powerful!
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Praise be unto the Desired One of the world, Who befittingly
and graciously bestoweth awareness upon His loved ones at all
times concerning the deception and schemes of the transgres-
sors and the lies and calumnies of the oppressors. Praise be
unto God that the veil hath been lifted, and the veils of glory
have been rent asunder, and the falsehoods and calumnies of
the heedless souls have become as manifest as the sun to that
Beloved One. Glory be unto God! What hath become of per-
ception? Whither hath reason fled? They imagine not that
perchance the hearer may be aware of matters. They speak
with their mouths and act in ways that are forbidden in the
Book of God.

Verily, the letters of that beloved of the heart have arrived.
Fach word therein bore true witness to the falsehoods and
calumnies of heedless, fabricating souls. From their imaginary
writing their ranks and stations became evident. Praise be to
God, that beloved one has become informed and aware. Won-
derment seized this servant and the people of the cities of sight
and hearing, and one beheld one’s servant like one bewildered
and astonished. The mind and understanding cannot fathom
how a person’s utterances could be contrary to what flows from
their tongue. Here lies wonder upon wonder, not in the stories
of Rumi, upon whom be mercy.

Verily, the ocean of utterance hath appeared with its waves,
and the Most Great Luminary hath risen with manifest and
brilliant lights, such that for the fair-minded there hath been
and is no occasion for pause. These matters were presented
before the countenance after being informed, and were honored
to be heard. He said: “O thou who gazest upon the Face! God
willing, thou shalt be assisted to serve the servants and reform
the world. What thou hast mentioned of the calumnies of the
heedless soul is correct, there is no doubt in it. Would that in
the aforementioned reply [they had stated] I have one request
of thee, and that is that thou shouldst come with fairness and
justice and hear what is said.

“Thou hast said that a person [arrived] and stated that for four
hours they tried to write two lines but could not, manifest in-
ability. This word of yours is bereft of truth and honesty. Now
we make an agreement with you — send yourself or a representa-
tive to me, on the condition that in one hour a thousand verses
shall be revealed. If the scribe can manage it, for after writ-
ing one hundred and fifty verses the pen pauseth. This is one
matter. Another matter: thou hast said that whatever is writ-
ten is from the utterances of the Primal Point, may the spirit
of all else be sacrificed for Him. This matter too this servant
guarantees. You or your representative may mention matters
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the like of which have never been heard before, and ask ques-
tions in person, that you may hear the answer at that moment
and witness with your outward eye the waves of the ocean of
utterance and the effulgent lights of the Sun of meanings.”

Man is like unto a treasure, and the pearls of knowledge, truth-
fulness, and purity lie hidden and concealed within him. It is
a pity that through conjecture and doubt one should deprive
oneself of the kingdom of justice and fairness. Today the gate
of bounty is opened and the sun of wisdom is manifest and
evident. That honored one should, for the sake of God, reflect
upon this Most Great Cause and Most Mighty News, and wit-
ness with his own eyes the fruits of the Lote-Tree of the Most
Exalted Paradise. This servant is present and thou art present.
We must strive in the path of God and distinguish truth from
falsehood. How long shall vain imaginings persist? How long
shall doubts continue?

Have you forgotten the Shi’ih sect? For one thousand two
hundred years and more they counted themselves as the most
mighty and exalted of all the religions of the world and prided
themselves on mention of the Successor, but finally on the Day
of Reckoning it became clear and evident to those possessed of
insight that they had been worshippers of vain imaginings, not
followers of revelation and divine inspiration. They manifested
such tyranny as the eye of creation had never witnessed the like
of. They pronounced death sentences against that Sovereign of
existence Whose mention had occupied them throughout ages
and centuries, and with utmost degradation martyred Him. To
this day they have not desisted. Every day a people have risen
and continue to rise in opposition, and those oppressors left
none, whether young or old, male or female.

Now too the deniers of the Bayan are occupied with childish
games, and in the end they cling in their deeds and actions to
that party. And that woman whom thou didst mention in the
land of Ta — she who reads this writing — she hath never been
and is not capable of reading a single verse. Sixty years of her
life have passed, and she hath not discerned her right from her
left. She hath lately busied herself with deceiving men. I swear
by Him Who revealeth the verses that she hath not seen Mirza
Yahya since this Cause. She and her like kept their distance,
for they were bereft of faith and stained with hypocrisy. She
moveth as her soul desireth, consumed by the fire of passion,
and causeth souls to stray from the truth.
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We beseech God to enable all to attain unto that from which
the fragrance of truthfulness is wafted. Verily, He is powerful
over all things.

This servant, with utmost humility and supplication, be-
seecheth that while there is yet time, they may investigate
this Cause for the sake of God and cling to its hem, that
perchance they may not remain deprived of the ocean of
utterance. This servant hath not seen her and beseecheth
God, exalted be His glory, to remove the veil and dispel the
intervening barriers, that eyes may attain unto that for which
they were created from nothingness. Today the Sun is shining,
the Kawthar flowing, and the Salsabil evident before all faces.
It would be a pity should man be deprived of the manifest
light through false statements and fabricated claims. This
servant beseecheth God to assist her to arise for His sake
to accomplish what hath been mentioned. But alas, alas!
The recompense of deeds hath prevented it. The justice of
God, exalted be His glory, hath decreed that which every
person of insight hath witnessed and every informed one hath
recognized.

My God, my God! Tllumine their eyes to behold Thy signs and
adorn their hearts with the light of Thy knowledge. O Lord!
Withhold them not from that which Thou hast manifested
through Thy bounty and generosity, and from that which Thou
hast sent down through Thy grace and favors. Verily, Thou
art the Almighty, the Mighty, the All-Wise.

From these associations it hath become clear that they have
ever clung and continue to cling to the cord of calumnies. Their
path is falsehood and their way of speech and utterance hath
deviated from truth. According to her own words, during the
time she was with him, he spoke but two words, and even these,
by her own admission, were delirious. It is not known what she
hath seen that she would use it to prove his authority and open
the gates of calumny. Say: O man, thou who art thyself aware
of thine own falsehood, no matter how many veils of lies thou
addest thereto, thou hast not and will never have the slightest
worth in thine own eyes or the eyes of others. The Shi’ih
sect numbers several millions, yet in the sight of God they
have not the worth of a single crippled believer. This is their
station and the station of the knights of truthfulness, justice
and fairness. These immature ones of the world were not and
are not worthy of mention. Verily our Lord, the All-Merciful,
hath ever been and is sanctified above them, above what they
possess, and above their words, sayings, deeds, attributes and
understanding, and above what was and what will be. Verily,
we are God’s and to Him shall we return.
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O beloved of my heart! Evil people have appeared who con-
sume calumnies like sweetmeats. Has he not heard that Mirza
Nasru’llah, Mirza Rida-Quli and their sister left the deluded
party? Rida-Quli’s sister cursed Yahya two thousand times,
and there was strife and contention between them for some
time. They took another house and settled there, and the
Beauty of the Desired One bestowed their expenses. Later,
when leaving the Land of Mystery, despite much insistence
that she go to her husband, she refused. That person should
be told: if Mirza Nasru’llah, Mirza Rida-Quli and their sister
were with Mirza Yahya, why did they come to ‘Akka? In any
case, that beloved of the heart knows the details better than to
bring his own petition and give trouble to others. What need
is there to speak of matters whose falsehood is as evident as
the sun? God has sealed their eyes and ears - they neither see
nor hear.

And as to what that beloved of the heart wrote regarding his
consultation with the honored Shaykh, Aga Muhammad-‘Ali
and Aqga ‘Azizu’llah, upon them be God’s peace, and that the
consultation resulted in his remaining in that land - after this
matter was presented, it was approved and accepted. Repeat-
edly it was said: “Perhaps God will bring about through this
Perhaps they will be the cause of something
becoming manifest whereby people will realize that this place
was not and is not a place of corruption, strife and contention.
And they said We counsel Jinab-i-Nagzir, glory be upon him,
with wisdom - he must hold fast to it in all conditions.

some matter.”

5 As for the money that was stolen, when this was presented,

they said: “We beseech God to assist His servants to truthful-
ness, trustworthiness and religious devotion.” In most Tablets
this matter has been beseeched from God, exalted be His glory.
Verily He is the Hearer, the Answerer. Perhaps through His
complete power He will make the servants aware of the light
of trustworthiness and the darkness of treachery. In Iraq also
such a matter occurred once. The treacherous have always
been and are lying in wait. This is not the first flask that has
been broken in Islam.

The honored Qurratu’l-‘Ayn Aqa Mirza Habib’u’llah, upon
him be 96 [Baha’u’llah], dwells under the shadow and is blessed
with favors. All mention that beloved one and continue to do
so. I beseech God, exalted be His glory, to assist that beloved
of the heart in that which is the cause of joy, the source of
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delight and the dawning-place of gladness. Furthermore, I con-
vey greetings to the friends of that land and I beseech for each
one that from which the fragrance of eternity wafts. Verily
our Lord, the Most Merciful, is powerful over whatsoever He
willeth, and He is the Hearer, the Answerer. Peace, remem-
brance and glory be upon you and upon those with you and
upon God’s sincere servants. And praise be to God, the Lord
of the worlds.

7 The servant 27 Dhi’l-Hijjih 1305
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To: Muhammad Ali Isfahani, in Istanbul
Date: 1305-12-27 [1888-Sep-4]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Greatness and Power

For what were the world and nations created? For the recog-
nition of the Ancient Lord. Why does the sun rise? To be
evidence of His power. Why does heaven exist? To bear wit-
ness to His grandeur. Why did the sea come from nonexistence
into being? To preserve the pearls of His knowledge. Glory be
to Him, glory be to Him, beyond my mention and the mention
of all things, beyond my knowledge and the knowledge of all
things. Glory be to You, O God of all beings and Goal of all
contingent things. I beseech You by the movement of Your
cord, by whose movement all existence, both seen and unseen,
was set in motion, to assist me and Your servants in Your re-
membrance and praise and in acting according to what You
commanded us through the tongue of Your Beloved [Muham-
mad]. You are He Whom no command can prevent nor any
thing [sadden]. I testify, O my God, that Your power has con-
quered all beings and Your might has encompassed all things.
You are indeed the Powerful, the Strong, the Conquering, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Thereafter, the letter of that honored one arrived. Praise be
to God, it brought joy and renewed the heart. After being
presented at the court, the Sun of favor rose and shone forth.
This servant is incapable and falls short of mentioning it. Re-
garding what was written about the beloved of the heart, his
eminence the Observer, upon him be 9 66 [Bahau’llah] and
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His favors, and his stay, and likewise what the spiritual friend
his eminence Aqa ‘Azizu’llah, upon him be 9 66 [Baha’u’llah]
eternally, related - their stay in that land has been accepted,
since in all correspondences the command of consultation was
mentioned, and as the collective opinion settled upon this and
purely for the sake of God their stay emerged from consulta-
tion, therefore it was adorned with the ornament of acceptance.
It is hoped that great beneficial matters will appear from them.
However, observance of wisdom is obligatory, for some were not
and are not aware, clinging to conjecture and holding fast to
suppositions, and these two are mighty barriers preventing the
servants. Verily our Lord is the Powerful, the Mighty, the Be-
stower. I mention the friends with a hundred thousand tongues
and beseech the One God for each one an enduring mention
and eternal everlasting word. He is indeed the All-Bountiful
and He is the Mighty, the Generous.

Regarding the funds that must be sent, according to the
command they must reach here the beloved of the heart,
his eminence Aga Rida and Aqa Faraj, upon them be 9 66
[Baha'ullah], as they are requesting it at the door. On this
day the honored master, his eminence Afnan Aga Mirza
Muhsin, upon him be 9 66 [Baha'u’llah] the Most Glorious,
mentioned that “I receive here [and in] Istanbul from his
eminence Aqa Muhammad-‘Ali, upon him be God’s peace.”
Therefore the amount of sixty-five Ottoman liras was received
from him which you should give to them there. The servant
asks his Lord to open upon your faces the doors of blessing
and bounty and that whereby your hearts may rejoice. He
is the Hearer, the Answerer, and He is the Forgiving, the
Merciful. Peace and remembrance and praise be upon you
and upon God’s assured and sincere servants. And praise be
to God, the Goal of the mystics.
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To: Haji Muhammad Ismayn Yazdi, in Alexandria
Date: 1305-12-29 [1888-Sep-6]

He is God, exalted be He in Grandeur and Power

Both outer and inner eye are fixed upon the horizon of the
utterance which the All-Merciful hath revealed in the Qur’an,
blessed and exalted be His Word: “Verily with difficulty
cometh ease” It is hoped that this ease will appear with
the Most Great Light from the horizon of the favors of the
Truth, exalted be His glory, accompanied by the hosts of joy,
delight, gladness, wealth and affluence. Universal are His
favors, perfect His beneficence, all-encompassing His grace,
and His mercy hath preceded all else.

And blessings and peace be upon the Knight of the arena
of might and power, through whom the breezes of revelation
were cut off from among the nations and prophethood in the
world came to an end, and upon His family and companions,
the standards of justice and the banners of guidance, through
whom God revealed His power, His might, His sovereignty, His
grandeur and His authority - blessings that are eternal and
everlasting. Verily He is the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

The letter from that beloved one arrived with spirit and fra-
grance, and was honored to be read before Our presence. O
Muhammad, be not sorrowful. By the life of God, the world
is seen as but a handful of dust. The winds of divine will blow
upon it, carrying it wheresoever they list and giving it whatso-
ever shape they desire. It hath not been, nor is it, worthy of
mention in the sight of the people of Baha. The purpose is that
your honor should not be saddened or distressed by its events.
Praise be to God that trustworthiness is established and de-
tachment proven, resolve and prudence are present, and the
matter is in God’s hands. In such case, sorrow is not permit-
ted nor grief befitting, for this is a day of joy. Indeed, the grief
and sorrow of those who are nigh and sincere arise only when
they witness from someone, God forbid, a deed from which the
fragrance of treachery or wrongdoing emanates. Praise be to
God, your honor’s intention and deeds have been for God’s
sake; their end shall be good.

Convey My greetings to the friends in that land, and We coun-
sel them with that which God hath counseled His servants
aforetime in His Books, His Scriptures and His Tablets. They
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must, with sanctified and illumined hearts, with complete re-
solve and perfect wisdom, unite in holding fast to the refor-
mation of their affairs, that their good deeds may be proven
before God and their striving to uphold the truth, to manifest
the Most Great Trust among the peoples, and to establish this
Most Exalted Cause may be proven before men. This Wronged
One ever mentioneth each one of them and seeketh for each in
this transitory world that which is lasting and eternal. May
God illumine their faces and their hearts and exalt their sta-
tions and ranks. Verily He is the Protector of the doers of good
and the Helper of those who act. Praise be to Him, for He is
the Goal of the mystics.

Two letters from your honor arrived, each a door to meeting
and reunion. Though outwardly this appeareth difficult, yet
with God and the manifestations of His power it is easy and
simple. I beseech the exalted Truth, glorified be His majesty,
to manifest that which is the cause of joy and the source of
gladness. Verily He is knowing of all things. In the nights
and at dawn, in the mornings and evenings, I beseech the True
One for that which is the cause of elevation and advancement.
Verily He is powerful over whatsoever He willeth. I bear wit-
ness, and all things bear witness, to His power, His sovereignty,
His might, His generosity, His grace and His favors. There is
no God but He, the Hearer, the Answerer, and He is the All-
Bountiful, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

To those honoured ones in that land I convey my greetings.
They are present before my eyes and before my sight - how
could they be effaced from my heart, when the saplings of
love have been planted therein and watered by the rains of
God’s grace, exalted be His glory? The love of friends neither
diminishes nor perishes, for God, exalted be His glory, has thus
described it. God willing, may each one act in accordance with
what befits the station of His chosen ones. God is my witness
that when the first letter arrived, mentioning the illness of
that beloved one, what it did to this lowly one! Praise be
to God, afterwards the glad tidings of recovery arrived and
made amends. According to the command of that beloved one,
they must not be sorrowful, for sorrow is the cause of certain
manifestations. Verily our Lord knoweth, and He is the All-
Healing, the All-Wise. And though from the second letter
there wafted at first the fragrance of sorrow, yet at its end the
light of joy was evident. Praise be to God and thanks be to
Him in all conditions. May prayer and peace and remembrance
and praise be upon you all and upon those who are with you
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and who love you for the sake of God, our Lord and your Lord
and the Lord of the glorious throne.
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To: Haji Siyyid Javad
Date: 1305-12-29 [1888-Sep-6]

He is God, exalted be His glory, in majesty and power!

2 Praise be to God! The bounty of utterance flows forth and the
feast of love descends. Joy is manifest from every direction, for
the traces of the pen of the chosen ones appear continuously
and successively. In truth, what a wondrous remedy it is for the
malady of sorrow, anxiety and grief. Mighty is the arm of the
Physician Who compounded this remedy, and the will that was
connected with it. Were there justice, we should, throughout
our lives, be engaged in thanksgiving, be occupied in praise,
and be characterized by humility. This is the truth of what
was submitted. However, the excesses of the transgressors and
the calumnies of the atheists have deprived the world of most
bounties. They utter that which hath no likeness in the world,
let alone its essence, and whose branch hath not been seen,
let alone its root. I beseech God to assist the believers with
the hosts of His grace, to bring forth the vanished standards,
and to raise high the lowered banners. He is the Mighty, the
Powerful.

O beloved of my heart! The ignorance and folly of the servants
have become the cause and reason for abasement. We must,
with the utmost lowliness and supplication, beseech the Self-
Sufficing Lord for that which is the cause of victory and joy.
The believers are in utmost weakness, the ungodly in utmost
strength, and the decree is in none other than God’s hand, our
Lord and your Lord. The cause of weakness is evident, and
likewise the reason for power.

After praise and glorification of God, exalted be His glory, and
mention of the Most Great Book of His Holiness the Seal, may
the spirit of all else be sacrificed for His sake, I submit that your
esteemed letter arrived. Glory be to God! It was crowned with
the crown of joy and adorned with the ornament of favor, for its
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reading reminded the spirit and its perusal refreshed the soul.
After reading and observing it, I proceeded to the presence, and
it was presented before His face. He said: “O thou who soarest
in the atmosphere of love and affection! Hear the call of the
Wronged One. He remembereth thee even as He remembered
thee before with a remembrance whereby the hearts of them
that are endued with understanding were attracted.”

Praise be to God, thou art mentioned in the court of the
Wronged One. We beseech God to open before thy face the
gate of bounty and to make thee succeed to infinite favors.
The servant in attendance mentioned thy letter. From every
word was heard that which testified to love, fellowship, devo-
tion and humility. A truthful and trustworthy one spoke. We
beseech God to make thee in all circumstances a cause for the
exaltation of His Word and the manifestation of His Cause,
and to grant thee the best of what He hath revealed in His
perspicuous Book. Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

From these radiant utterances, the stations of favor are clear
and manifest, visible before the face without veil or covering.
The interpreters have no path to this station, and the trans-
lators of the world no standing. Concerning what thou didst
write about thine own affairs, after it was presented to the Lord,
He spoke this word: This Wronged One beseecheth God, ex-
alted be His glory, to manifest that which is the cause of stead-
fastness, bounty, blessing and tranquility. Verily, He heareth
the call of them that beseech Him. Outwardly, these matters
depend upon consultation. In truth, let several souls gather
together for the sake of God, and whatsoever appeareth from
consultation, whether there or here, let them hold fast unto it.
The principle of consultation hath ever been and is acceptable
before God, and in the Books of both past and present this firm
decree hath been revealed from the Presence of the All-Wise.
His is the command, and ours is submission and obedience. His
is the decree, and ours is acceptance and compliance. He is the
Ruler in the beginning and in the end.

This evanescent servant hopeth that the gate may be opened
and joy and bounty may descend. With utmost humility and
submissiveness, I convey greetings to all the loved ones of that
land, and I beseech the Goal of the world to confirm each one
in unity, harmony and steadfastness. This is a great bounty
and a mighty favor.

My God, my God! Deprive us not of that whereby the stations
of Thy loved ones are elevated among Thy servants and Thy
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chosen ones in Thy lands. O Lord! Thou seest them cling- Sl 5 KoK L S ety o

ing to the cord of Thy grace. Aid them to hear that which
will profit them through Thy bounty and exalt them through
Thy generosity and bestowal. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the
Powerful.

Salutations, praise, remembrance and glory be upon you and S - e :\tJ\ P

Al el

ST, L

upon those who are with you, who love you and who hearken L:) ) 4o ;’;5 pets S‘J ;u e

to your words for the sake of God, our Lord and your Lord.
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Study guide to this volume

Volume 86, the third of the 1305 A.H. collections, is anchored by BH00308, the Tarazat (Orna-
ments), which is the most programmatic articulation of a Baha’i social ethic in this entire sequence
of volumes. Its six “ornaments” move from self-knowledge and the acquisition of a useful craft to fel-
lowship with the followers of all religions, good character, trustworthiness, equity toward craftsmen,
and knowledge joined to truthful journalism. Each ornament is simultaneously a personal virtue
and a structural social principle; together they articulate a vision of how a community grounded in
spiritual recognition can model a form of civilization adequate to human dignity and divine purpose.
Around this centerpiece cluster sharp polemic against the idolatry of sectarian names (the Bayani
community repeating the Shi‘i pattern), a concentrated analysis of how the learned classes of every
age replicate non-recognition, and an insistence that the true armies of God are goodly deeds and
praiseworthy character — not the “visible armies” of kings and rulers. The sixth taraz’s declaration
that newspapers are “a mirror endowed with hearing, sight and speech” that must be used with
justice and truthfulness returns to a theme already sounded in volume 78, now given even more
precise formulation.

The Tarazat: Six Ornaments and the Architecture of a Social Ethic

Key Passages

The first Taraz is that man should know his own self and recognize that which leadeth
unto loftiness or lowliness, glory or abasement, wealth or poverty. Having attained the
stage of fulfilment and reached his maturity, man standeth in need of wealth, and such
wealth as he acquireth through crafts or professions is commendable and praiseworthy
in the estimation of men of wisdom, and especially in the eyes of servants who dedicate
themselves to the education of the world and to the edification of its peoples. —
BH00308

The second Taraz is to consort with the followers of all religions in a spirit of friendliness
and fellowship, to proclaim that which the Speaker on Sinai hath set forth and to
observe fairness in all matters. They that are endued with sincerity and faithfulness
should associate with all the peoples and kindreds of the earth with joy and radiance,
inasmuch as consorting with people hath promoted and will continue to promote unity
and concord, which in turn are conducive to the maintenance of order in the world and
to the regeneration of nations. — BHO00308

195



Vol. 86: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part III Appendix

The third Taraz concerneth good character. A good character is, verily, the best mantle
for men from God. With it He adorneth the temples of His loved ones. By My life! The
light of a good character surpasseth the light of the sun and the radiance thereof. Whoso
attaineth unto it is accounted as a jewel among men. The glory and the upliftment of
the world must needs depend upon it. — BHO00308

Context for Study

The Tarazat represents Baha’u’llah’s most systematic attempt, in a single text, to articulate the
social form that His revelation is intended to take in the world. The first ornament — self-knowledge
joined to a useful profession — is deeply significant in its coupling: self-knowledge is not a private
spiritual luxury but the foundation of productive social life, and the acquisition of crafts and
professions is not merely economic activity but an act of service to “the education of the world and
the edification of its peoples.” This is a departure from the medieval Islamic hierarchy that placed
the contemplative life above the active, and from the Platonic aristocracy of the philosopher-king
who need not work with his hands. Baha’u’llah’s vision is more Confucian in its basic orientation:
the cultivation of self is inseparable from the service of society, and the forms of that service
include ordinary economic activity. The second ornament extends this social vision outward: not
merely tolerance of other religions but active association “with joy and radiance” — an affective
disposition that goes beyond non-violence or grudging coexistence. The third ornament — good
character as “the light of the sun” — connects the spiritual and the social in the most direct
possible way: character is simultaneously the evidence of inner transformation and the means of
social illumination. Aristotle’s account of virtue as the excellence of function, the Confucian account
of de (virtue-power) as transformative social influence, and the Islamic tradition’s akhlaq literature
all provide partial analogies; what is distinctive is the claim that character “surpasseth the light
of the sun” — a cosmological hyperbole that measures moral excellence by the standard of the
physical universe’s most powerful source of light.

Questions for Reflection

1. The first ornament couples self-knowledge with the acquisition of a useful craft or profession.
What is the connection between these two? Does Baha’u’llah imply that a person who does
not engage in productive work lacks self-knowledge, or that self-knowledge naturally expresses
itself in useful labor?

2. Compare the first ornament’s valorization of crafts and professions with the Confucian ideal
of the junzi engaged in social service, with the Protestant doctrine of vocation (Beruf) as
a calling from God, and with Marx’s account of labor as the self-realization of the species.
What distinguishes the Baha’i understanding from these?

3. The second ornament prescribes association with all peoples “with joy and radiance.” What
is the moral and psychological demand of this? Compare with the Christian counsel of love
for enemies (Matthew 5:44) and with the Buddhist cultivation of metta for all beings. Is “joy
and radiance” a natural disposition or a discipline?

4. “The light of a good character surpasseth the light of the sun.” What kind of claim is this?
Is it empirical, normative, or analogical? Compare with Paul’s “love is patient, love is kind...
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love never fails” (1 Corinthians 13:4-8) as a similar attempt to articulate an absolute moral
standard through comparison.

5. The three ornaments examined here move from the interior (self-knowledge) to the social
(association with all peoples) to the personal-cosmic (character surpassing the sun). What is
the logic of this sequence? Does the movement suggest a deliberate pedagogical order?

Trustworthiness Enthroned: Vision on the Green Island

Key Passages

The fourth Taraz concerneth trustworthiness. Verily it is the door of security for all that
dwell on earth and a token of glory on the part of the All-Merciful. He who partaketh
thereof hath indeed partaken of the treasures of wealth and prosperity. Trustworthiness
is the greatest portal leading unto the tranquillity and security of the people. In truth
the stability of every affair hath depended and doth depend upon it. — BHO00308

One day of days We repaired unto Our Green Island. Upon Our arrival, We beheld its
streams flowing, and its trees luxuriant, and the sunlight playing in their midst. Turning
Our face to the right, We beheld what the pen is powerless to describe... Turning, then,
to the left We gazed on one of the Beauties of the Most Sublime Paradise, standing on
a pillar of light, and calling aloud saying: “O inmates of earth and heaven! Behold ye
My beauty, and My radiance, and My revelation, and My effulgence. By God, the True
One! T am Trustworthiness and the revelation thereof, and the beauty thereof. T will
recompense whosoever will cleave unto Me, and recognize My rank and station, and
hold fast unto My hem.” — BHO00308

O people of Baha! Trustworthiness is in truth the best of vestures for your temples and
the most glorious crown for your heads. Take ye fast hold of it at the behest of Him
Who is the Ordainer, the All-Informed. All the domains of power, of grandeur and of
wealth are illumined by its light. — BHO00308

Context for Study

The fourth ornament’s vision of Trustworthiness (amanat) as a celestial beauty standing on a pillar
of light is one of the most striking literary passages in the Tarazat. In the literary tradition of
Baha'u’llah’s Persian and Arabic prose, the Maid of Heaven (huri) is a recurring figure of divine
utterance personified, encountered by the narrator at moments of prophetic vision (most famously
in the Siyah-Chal experience of 1852). Here the same literary form is deployed for a moral virtue:
Trustworthiness appears as a celestial beauty calling out to the inhabitants of earth and heaven
to recognize her, hold fast to her hem, and receive her recompense. This personification is not
merely decorative; it performs a theological argument. By giving Trustworthiness the form and
rhetoric of a divine being, Baha’u’llah asserts that trustworthiness is not merely a social convention
or a prudential virtue (useful because it builds reputation) but a metaphysical reality with its own
existence in the divine world. To be untrustworthy is not merely to be imprudent or unkind but to
be metaphysically unreal — to have abandoned one’s participation in a form of being that stands
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in the divine presence. The claim that “the stability of every affair” depends upon trustworthiness
is thus not an empirical generalization (though it may be empirically supportable) but a structural
claim about the nature of social order: trust is the ontological foundation of cooperation, agreement,
and civilization.

Questions for Reflection

1.

Trustworthiness is personified as a celestial beauty calling out to humanity from a pillar of
light. What is the theological and literary effect of this personification? Compare with the
personification of Wisdom (Hokmah) in Proverbs 8:1-36, with the Muses in Greek poetry as
personified divine forces, and with the Sufi tradition of the huri as a figure of divine revelation.

. “The stability of every affair hath depended and doth depend upon it.” This claim gives

trustworthiness a foundational social-ontological status. Compare with Francis Fukuyama’s
social-capital theory that trust is the basic resource of effective institutions, with the Confu-
cian insistence that without zin (faithfulness) the state cannot stand, and with John Locke’s
argument that political authority rests on the trust of the governed.

. The celestial Trustworthiness says: “I will recompense whosoever will cleave unto Me.” What

form does this recompense take? Compare with the Hebrew wisdom literature’s account of
wisdom’s rewards (Proverbs 3:13-18) and with Aristotle’s account of virtue as its own reward
(eudaimonia).

. How does the vision of Trustworthiness on the Green Island connect to the autobiographical

mode of BHO0308 — the Wronged One speaking from experience of exile and imprisonment?
Does His personal fidelity to truth despite enormous cost lend the passage autobiographical
authority?

. The fifth ornament instructs believers not to deny craftsmen the reward due them and to

treat them with deference. How does this connect to the fourth ornament? What is the
relationship between trustworthiness and fair dealing with workers?

The Sixth Ornament: Knowledge, Journalism, and the Duty of
Truthful Witness

Key Passages

Knowledge is one of the wondrous gifts of God. It is incumbent upon everyone to
acquire it. In this Day the secrets of the earth are laid bare before the eyes of men. The
pages of swiftly-appearing newspapers are indeed the mirror of the world. They reflect
the deeds and the pursuits of divers peoples and kindreds. They both reflect them and
make them known. They are a mirror endowed with hearing, sight and speech. This
is an amazing and potent phenomenon. However, it behoveth the writers thereof to
be purged from the promptings of evil passions and desires and to be attired with the
raiment of justice and equity. They should enquire into situations as much as possible
and ascertain the facts, then set them down in writing. — BHO00308
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Concerning this Wronged One, most of the things reported in the newspapers are devoid
of truth. Fair speech and truthfulness, by reason of their lofty rank and position, are
regarded as a sun shining above the horizon of knowledge. It is reported in the press
that this Servant hath fled from the land of Ta and gone to Iraq. Gracious God! Not
even for a single moment hath this Wronged One ever concealed Himself. Rather hath
He at all times remained steadfast and conspicuous before the eyes of all men. Never
have We retreated, nor shall We ever seek flight. — BHO00308

In these days truthfulness and sincerity are sorely afflicted in the clutches of falsehood,
and justice is tormented by the scourge of injustice. The smoke of corruption hath
enveloped the whole world in such wise that naught can be seen in any direction save
regiments of soldiers and nothing is heard from any land but the clashing of swords. We
beseech God, the True One, to strengthen the wielders of His power in that which will
rehabilitate the world and bring tranquillity to the nations. — BHO00308

Context for Study

The sixth ornament’s treatment of newspapers represents the most sustained engagement with the
emerging mass media anywhere in Baha’u’llah’s writings. The description of the newspaper as “a
mirror endowed with hearing, sight and speech” is a remarkably apt technological metaphor for
1888: the print medium does not merely store or reflect but actively shapes the public understanding
of events. The comparison to a “mirror” carries both epistemological and moral significance: a
mirror that distorts is worse than no mirror at all, since it creates false confidence in a false
image. Baha'u’llah’s personal stake in this analysis is evident: the press has been spreading false
reports about Him — most specifically the calumny that He “fled” from Iran to Iraq, when in fact
He was exiled by the governments of Iran and Russia under military escort. The correction He
offers is precise and autobiographical: “We left Our home country accompanied by two mounted
escorts, representing the two honoured governments of Persia and Russia.” The insertion of this
personal correction into a general principle about journalistic ethics is characteristic of the late-
period writing style: the universal emerges from the particular. The call for journalists to be
“purged from evil passions and desires” and to “enquire into situations as much as possible and
ascertain the facts” anticipates the standards of responsible journalism that would eventually be
codified in press ethics codes and journalism education. The comparison with BH00009 (volume
78) is instructive: there the critique of the press was written to a private correspondent; here it is
embedded in a programmatic social text addressed to the world’s peoples. The concern has become
institutionalized.

Questions for Reflection

1. Newspapers are described as “a mirror endowed with hearing, sight and speech.” What is the
theological and epistemological significance of this description? How does the metaphor of
the mirror apply to the moral obligations of journalists? Compare with BH00009’s account
in volume 78 of newspapers as “means of gathering and dispersing.”

2. Baha’u’llah embeds a personal correction — rebutting false reports about His own departure
from Iran — into a general principle about truthful reporting. What is the rhetorical effect of
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this personalization? How does His own situation as a subject of false reporting give authority
to the general principle?

3. The sixth ornament pairs knowledge with the duty of truthful speech. Why is knowledge
insufficient without truthful communication? Compare with Kant’s categorical prohibition on
lying regardless of consequences, with the Buddhist precept of samma vaca (right speech), and
with the Hebrew wisdom tradition’s insistence that wisdom and truthfulness are inseparable.

4. “Truthfulness and sincerity are sorely afflicted in the clutches of falsehood, and justice is
tormented by the scourge of injustice.” This lament about the condition of the world’s public
discourse was written in 1888. How do the specific conditions Baha’u’llah diagnoses in that
era compare with the information environment of the twenty-first century?

5. The sixth ornament instructs journalists to “enquire into situations as much as possible and
ascertain the facts, then set them down in writing” What does this prescriptive princi-
ple assume about the relationship between factual investigation and truthful representation?
Where does it agree with and where does it differ from contemporary theories of journalism
as advocacy or as interpretive practice?

Names as Idols: The Poverty of Sectarian Loyalty

Key Passages

O Kazim! Despite the call of the Divine Lote-Tree and the raising of the cry between
earth and heaven and the shining forth of the rays of the Sun of Manifestation from all
directions, the people of the earth remain heedless and unaware. Eyes are veiled, ears
deprived, for most are observed to be worshippers of names, cleaving to them while
remaining bereft of God. The former people for years were worshippers of names and
idols, unknowingly. The people of the Bayan are also afflicted with this malady, save
whom God willeth. — BH02425

The names of the servants have been prevented from their Owner and Creator. In the
pool of names they have drowned. Glory be to God! The Most Great Ocean surges
before all faces, and the Purpose of the world is manifest and evident from the horizon
of the Most Great Name. Nevertheless, they remain deprived and forbidden. In past
ages and centuries they prided themselves before all parties and peoples in the name
of successorship and guardianship and the like. Yet on the Day of Retribution, they
martyred the Truth through Whose word a thousand guardians and successors could
be created. — BHO05599

By God’s life! Were the station of true unity to be mentioned, all would be struck
unconscious, save a few. Beseech God that He may free hearts from all else save Him,
in such wise that names may not veil them nor ancient tales deprive them. Throughout
ages and centuries they clung to names — consider what was and what became its fruit.
— BH02425
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Context for Study

The polemic against the idolatry of names runs through this volume with special intensity in
BH02425 and BH05599, both of which diagnose the Bayani community’s failure to recognize
Baha’u’llah as a repetition of the Shi‘i community’s failure to recognize the Bab. The term “wor-
shippers of names” (‘abidun al-asma’) has a precise meaning in this context: souls who have
substituted institutional titles and inherited loyalties for the living recognition of the divine reality.
The names in question — “successorship,” “guardianship,” “deputy” — are the very designations
around which the Azali schism from Babism had organized itself. These names function as idols not
because names as such are bad but because they have been severed from their referent: the person
who holds the title is real, the title without the living reality is an empty vessel, and devotion to
the vessel at the expense of the reality is precisely idolatry. BH05599’s sharp observation that the
martyred believers in the Bab’s time were killed in the name of exactly those titles — successorship
and guardianship — that the opponents now invoke is a penetrating piece of sacred-history irony:
the Shi4 divines killed the Bab in the name of the guardianship of the Hidden Imam; the Bayani
community is now invoking analogous titles to deny Baha'u’llah. The structural repetition is the
point. The Sufi tradition warns of the same danger in its concept of the “veil of light” (héjab al-nur)
— the spiritual attainment that becomes an obstacle to further growth when it is clung to rather
than transcended.

Questions for Reflection

1. What is the precise mechanism by which a name or title becomes an idol? Compare with the
Hebrew prohibition on making an image of God (Exodus 20:4-5), with Paul’s warning against
the “letter that kills” as opposed to the “spirit that gives life” (2 Corinthians 3:6), and with
the Buddhist caution against mistaking the finger pointing at the moon for the moon itself.

2. BH05599 notes that it was in the very names of “successorship and guardianship” that the
Bab was martyred. What does this historical irony reveal about the relationship between
institutional forms and the living spirit they are meant to serve?

3. “In the pool of names they have drowned.” Compare this spatial metaphor — drowning in
names while surrounded by the ocean of divine reality — with Plato’s cave allegory, where
the prisoners mistake shadows for realities. What structural features of religious community
life make this form of confusion persistent and recurring?

4. “Were the station of true unity to be mentioned, all would be struck unconscious, save a
few.” What is this “station of true unity” that is so overwhelming that most cannot bear
its direct mention? Compare with Moses’s experience of the divine presence (Exodus 33:20:
“you cannot see My face, for no one can see Me and live”) and with the Sufi concept of fana’
f ‘llah (annihilation in God).

5. How does the critique of name-idolatry relate to the constructive social vision of the Tarazat?
If names are dangerous idols, what role do institutional names (such as “House of Justice” or
“Center of the Covenant”) play in the later Baha’i administrative order?
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The Armies of God: Character Versus Military Power

Key Passages

God, exalted be His glory, has bestowed the world upon kings who are the manifestations
of His power. Through visible armies they have protected and continue to protect
the visible cities. But the hosts that are specially reserved unto the Ancient Being,
exalted be His utterance and His remembrance, have ever been and still are goodly
deeds and praiseworthy character. The friends of God must, through the fear of God,
conquer hearts and keep breasts purified from whatsoever is unseemly. Blessed is he who,
through wisdom and utterance, through spirit and fragrance, remindeth the servants
and draweth them unto the horizon of awareness. — BHO08170

We hope that the radiance of the dawnings of justice and fairness may encompass the
world, and that the hidden hand of power may assist and make manifest such souls as
will speak with truth and conceal not what they have witnessed, and will guide people
from the vanishing stream to the immortal Kawthar. — BHO06517

Since the dawn of this Revelation the embodiments of selfishness have, by resorting to
cruelty and oppression, striven to extinguish the Light of divine manifestation. But
God, having stayed their hands, revealed this Light through His sovereign authority
and protected it through the power of His might until earth and heaven were illumined
by its radiance and brightness. Praise be unto Him under all conditions. — BH00308

Context for Study

BHO08170’s distinction between the “visible armies” of kings and the divine “hosts” of goodly deeds
and praiseworthy character is one of the most sustained philosophical treatments of power in the late
‘Akkd writings. The argument is not pacifist in the sense of condemning military force altogether;
kings have been “bestowed” the world and their visible armies protect visible cities. The argument
is rather about the nature of divine power, which operates through an entirely different mechanism.
Visible armies protect visible cities by coercion; the hosts of goodly character “conquer hearts” —
a metaphor for a transformation that is simultaneously interior (hearts are changed) and social
(the community of changed hearts constitutes a different kind of civilization). The verb “conquer”
(fath) is significant: it is the verb of conquest and victory, used in Islamic tradition for the opening
of a city to Islam. But the object of conquest here is not a city but a heart, and the instrument is
not a sword but the “fear of God” expressed through moral excellence. This is consistent with the
teaching in the Tarazat: the armies of the Cause are trustworthiness, good character, fellowship
with all peoples, and truthful knowledge. BH06517’s prayer for “souls who will speak with truth
and conceal not what they have witnessed” extends the same principle into the specific domain of
testimony: the witness who speaks truly, without concealment of what they have seen, performs
the same kind of social service as any army — but one that constructs rather than destroys.

Questions for Reflection

1. BHO8170 distinguishes between the coercive power of visible armies protecting visible cities
and the transformative power of goodly deeds and character that “conquer hearts.” Compare
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this distinction with Max Weber’s typology of power (coercive vs. traditional vs. charismatic),
with Foucault’s account of disciplinary power, and with Hannah Arendt’s distinction between
violence (which destroys) and power (which arises from collective action in concert).

2. What does it mean to “conquer a heart”? Is this a metaphor for persuasion, for transformation,
or for both? Compare with Augustine’s account of God’s conquest of his own will in the
Confessions, and with the Sufi doctrine of the mujahadat al-nafs (struggle with the ego) as
the form that genuine spiritual power takes in the self.

3. The declaration that God protected the light of this Revelation against the embodiments of
selfishness by “revealed authority” and “sovereign might” runs counter to the visible evidence:
Baha’u’llah was imprisoned and exiled for decades. What conception of sovereignty and pro-
tection does this declaration assume? Compare with the theology of the cross in Christianity,
where the apparent defeat of Good Friday becomes the victory of Easter.

4. BH06517 prays for souls who will speak with truth and “guide people from the vanishing
stream to the immortal Kawthar.” The “vanishing stream” and the “immortal Kawthar” are
eschatological images. What is the relationship between truthful witness in the present and
eschatological hope?

5. How does the distinction between coercive power and transformative moral power relate to
Baha’u’llah’s consistent refusal to permit violence in the defense or advancement of the Cause?
What institutional arrangements would be required to make transformative power genuinely
operative in a world where coercive power remains the dominant form?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

The third volume of 1305 A.H. offers the most programmatic vision of a Baha’i social ethic anywhere
in the series: six ornaments that move from self-knowledge and useful labor outward through
fellowship, character, trustworthiness, equity, and truthful knowledge to encompass the full range of
individual and civic virtue. The volume simultaneously diagnoses the persistent failure of sectarian
communities to reach this vision — “worshippers of names,” drowning in the pool of inherited
titles — and identifies the specific forces of coercion and untruth that make the vision so difficult
to realize. At the center stands the conviction articulated in BH08170: the armies of God are not
visible armies but goodly deeds and praiseworthy character, and the cities they are sent to conquer
are not geographic but human hearts.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: If the six ornaments of the
Tarazat constitute an architecture of civilization rather than merely a code of per-
sonal conduct, what institutional, educational, and communicative structures would
be needed to translate these ornaments from individual virtue into the social fabric of
communities, nations, and eventually a global order — and what stands in the way of
such a translation?
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