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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 87

This volume is dominated by a characteristic late-‘ Akka combination of intimate pastoral correspon-
dence and forceful doctrinal self-definition. Many of its Tablets are brief addresses to individual
believers or small groups, yet taken together they form a coherent picture of Baha’u’llah’s concern
in these years: to consolidate a community under pressure, to emphasize recognition and stead-
fastness as the decisive religious acts of the age, and to direct the believers away from contention
toward moral qualities—especially justice, trustworthiness, truthfulness, unity, wisdom in speech,
and perseverance in service. Again and again the text returns to the contrast between the manifest
bounty of revelation and the blindness of those who, through pride, clerical authority, or attachment
to inherited claims, fail to recognize it.

Among the longer and more consequential pieces, BHO0863 stands out as a kind of composite
pastoral circular. Its many addresses to named individuals are not merely devotional fragments;
they amount to a sustained sketch of the ethos Baha’u’llah wished to instill in the community. The
Tablet repeatedly links the present Day with recognition of the Manifestation, steadfastness under
opposition, and an ethics of trustworthiness, faithfulness, justice, sincerity, and unity. Particularly
striking is the way it extends this counsel beyond Persian believers to communities in Milan and
Saysan, framing the Cause in unmistakably world-embracing terms and tying spiritual recognition
to “the reformation of the world” and the overcoming of ancient enmities. In this respect, BH00863
is important not only as a document of encouragement but also as evidence of the widening social
and geographic horizon of the late ‘Akka writings.

Also significant is BH00204, which gives concentrated expression to several major themes of the
period. It couples the familiar late emphasis on “wisdom and utterance” with an explicit program
of “the reformation of the world and the refinement of the souls of nations,” while also reducing
the path of salvation to two essentials: first the recognition of God, and then steadfastness in His
Cause. The Tablet also contains memorable ethical counsels on unity, silence, trust as “the first
ornament of the temple of man,” and the need to conquer hearts rather than seek worldly power.
It is therefore one of the clearer statements in the volume of how doctrinal recognition, moral
discipline, and communal method are held together.

The most pointed doctrinal item is the brief BH10444. Precisely because of its brevity, it has
exceptional interpretive value. By citing the Bab’s own statement that no allusion in the Bayan
can adequately allude to “Him,” the Tablet argues that the reality of Baha’u’llah’s revelation cannot
be contained within, or fully known through, the categories of the Bab’s dispensation. The result
is a decisive affirmation of the independence of the new revelation: attachment to the Bayan or
to the Primal Point, if it becomes a veil against the present revelation, leads not to fidelity but
to deprivation from the “Most Great Ocean.” Read alongside BH00654, which notes with some
sharpness that Babis who accept the Bab’s claims nevertheless oppose “Him Whom God shall
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make manifest,” the volume shows Baha’u’llah addressing not only Muslims and worldly deniers,
but also the lingering theological and emotional resistance of the Babi milieu.
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O Abdullah! The Most Exalted Pen calleth aloud from the Jci L1 3,300 o J;‘}(\ p\ O e L 1

highest summit, saying: “O Abdullah! Rejoice in God’s loving-
kindness and grace. Verily He hath turned unto thee and hath
sent down from the heaven of bounty that which is milk for in-
fants and a feast for men, a treasure for the poor and rain for
the verdant hamlet, glory for the trusted ones and a standard
for the learned, a remembrance for the righteous and an ad-
monition for the chosen ones. Thy Lord is, verily, the Mighty,
the All-Bountiful.

2 We have enjoined upon Our loved ones wisdom and utterance,
the reformation of the world and the refinement of the souls of
nations. Blessed is he who hath heard My call, and woe betide
every froward denier. Thus have We lit the lamp of utterance
in the niche of knowledge. Blessed is he who hath attained,
and woe betide every heedless doubter.

Take thou the chalice of utterance in My name. Verily it
shall guide thee to the straight path. The ocean of My
loving-kindness hath surged and the fragrance of My grace
hath wafted, while the people are in wondrous stupor. Beware
lest the affairs of the world withhold thee from the Lord of all
mankind. That which thou beholdest today shall perish, but
that which hath been revealed from My Most Exalted Pen in
the most sublime station shall endure.

Say: O concourse of the earth! Behold, then remember when
Muhammad, the Apostle of God, came with the signs of God,
the Lord of Lords. The learned ones of the earth and its rulers
turned away from Him until they desired to shed His blood. We
delivered Him through Our grace, for verily We are the Mighty,
the Bountiful. Blessed is the servant who hath attained unto
the lights of the Revelation and the handmaiden who hath
turned unto God, the Lord of all beings. We beseech God to
forgive thy father and to send down mercy upon him from His
presence. Verily He is the Mighty, the All-Giving.
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O Arslan! Thy letter hath come before the Wronged One and
was presented by him who is named Majdu’d-Din. We have
mentioned thee in such wise as to delight all eyes. Take thou
the cup of utterance and drink therefrom in the name of thy
Lord, the Mighty, the Bestower. We counsel those who have
believed to unity and concord. By the life of God! Through
these twin pillars the horizons are illumined. Blessed is he who
hath heard, and woe betide him who hath denied and broken
the Covenant.

Say: O friends of God in the lands! Cast away that which ye
have been forbidden and take hold of that which ye have been
commanded in the Book. Blessed is he who hath remained
silent concerning that which is unworthy of mention. Thus
hath the Tongue of Grandeur spoken as a command from His
presence, and He is the Mighty, the Unconstrained.

We have endured that which hath befallen Us at the hands
of the oppressors and pharaohs of the earth, and have com-
manded all to be patient through God, the Lord of all men.
Blessed is the strong one whom the might of the world hath
not withheld from the Most Great Name, and the seeing one
whom the veils of glory have not hindered. We have mentioned
the friends of God and His loved ones and have commanded
them with that which shall exalt their stations among the par-
ties.

O ‘Ali-Akbar! Thy letter came before the Wronged One afore-
time, and We held back the reins of the Pen for a time until
the appointed hour was fulfilled. We have mentioned thee with
verses that all the books of the world cannot equal, and with
a command before which necks have bowed. Verily, the ocean
is before your faces; take thereof by My leave, then drink in
My Name through which God hath subdued the kingdoms of
justice and equity. Grieve not over the world and its vicissi-
tudes. Hold fast unto that which hath been sent down unto
thee from God, the Cleaver of the Dawn. How many a learned
one hath been prevented by pride, and how many an ignorant
one hath heard and hastened to the Dawning-Place of verses!
How many a servant hath turned away from the Truth, and
how many a handmaiden hath heard and responded, saying:
“Thine be the praise, O Thou Who art the Desire of the world,
and Thine be the glory, O Thou in Whose grasp are the reins
of the earth and the heavens!” When thou beholdest the waves
of the ocean of My utterance and findest the fragrances of My
words, say:

O my God, my God! I beseech Thee by the Point through
which Thou didst separate the books of the world, and by Thy
Most Great Name whereby Thou didst subdue the nations, and
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by the pearls of the ocean of Thy knowledge and the hidden
mysteries in Thy Book, to aid me and Thy servants to act in
accordance with what Thou hast sent down to us from the
heaven of Thy Cause. O my Lord! I am Thy servant and
the son of Thy servant, acknowledging Thy oneness and Thy
singleness, and confessing Thy grandeur and Thy sovereignty.
I beseech Thee not to disappoint me of that which Thou hast
ordained for such of Thy servants as are detached and such of
Thy creatures as are sincere. Then ordain, O my God, for Thy
loved ones that which shall profit them and preserve them and
draw them nigh unto Thee. Verily Thou art the One Who hath
power over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other God
but Thee, the Single, the One, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

O My Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of him who hath
been named Aga Quli, that the remembrance may draw him
to a station wherein he shall behold none save God, the Lord
of the Day of Return. Hearken unto the call from the direc-
tion of Akka: Verily there is none other God but Him. His
are the most excellent names and the most exalted attributes.
He doeth what He willeth through His command, and He is
the Mighty, the All-Knowing. He ordaineth what He willeth
for whomsoever He pleaseth. Nothing whatsoever escapeth
His knowledge, and He is the All-Powerful, the Almighty. He
sendeth down from the heaven of proof the rains of knowledge,
and causeth to appear from the ocean of utterance the pearls of
wisdom and exposition. Blessed is the seeker who hath arisen
to serve the Object of his search, and the learned one who
hath attained unto the Dawning-Place of remembrance. We
counsel thee and those who have believed to observe the trust
which God hath made the first ornament of the temple of man.
They have lost who cast it behind their backs and committed
that which hath caused the Proof and the Evidence to lament.
When thou hast attained unto the hosts of utterance and wit-
nessed the proof of thy Lord, the All-Merciful, say:

O my God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having mentioned
me and guided me to Thy Most Great Announcement whereby
the hearts of the servants were stirred. O my Lord! T beseech
Thee by Thy standing firm in Thy Cause and by the movement
of Thy Most Exalted Pen whereby Thou didst subdue the cities
and lands, to make me steadfast in Thy Cause, firm in Thy love,
and eloquent in Thy praise amidst the righteous.

2 Your book has reached Our presence and has been honored

with the attention of the Wronged One while He was impris-
oned at the hands of those who denied the Cause and turned
away from Him at Whose appearance the tribes lamented and
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the eyes of the righteous were consoled. O Rahim! The All-
Knowing remembers you and bids you to observe justice and
equity and that whereby the Cause of God, the Manifester of
clear evidences, may be exalted. Beware lest anything deter
you from the Creator of heaven. Cast aside what the people
possess, holding fast to that which has been sent down from
God, the Knower of the secret and the manifest. We have
stood before all faces and revealed the Cause with power and
authority. Among the people are those who have perceived
the fragrance of the All-Merciful and hastened unto Him, and
among them are those who have denied God’s proof and His
evidence by following the manifestations of idle fancies, and
among them are those who have ordered My imprisonment
- he who is base yet was named exalted. Thus did his soul
prompt him, and he is assuredly among the wrongdoers in the
Book of Justice inscribed by the Supreme Pen from God, the
Cleaver of the dawn.

We have endured in God’s path what no eye hath beheld, to
this bear witness the Concourse on High and the dwellers of
Paradise, then He Who is established upon the throne of Reve-
lation with a power that the hosts of the wicked cannot weaken.
Your book hath reached the presence of the Wronged One. We
heard your call and have answered you with verses that cry out
before all faces: “The appointed time is come, and He Whom
God’s Messengers have promised, the Lord of the Day of Re-
turn, hath appeared.” We have heard that which you called
out to God. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to ordain for
you that which shall profit you. Verily, He is the Mighty, the
All-Bountiful. Let nothing grieve you. By God! The Day is
come, while the people are in doubt and error. This is the Day
wherein the greatest joy hath appeared through this Revela-
tion, whereby the limbs of the transgressors who broke God’s
covenant and committed that which they were forbidden in the
Mother Book have trembled.

Say: My God, my God! Thou seest me turning toward Thee
and turning away from all else. Thou knowest what I have
wrought in my vain life. I beseech Thee by Thy Cause through
which the ocean of forgiveness surged in creation and the fra-
grance of generosity wafted throughout the world, to make me
detached from all save Thee, content with Thy good-pleasure,
speaking Thy praise, and steadfast in serving Thy loved ones.
Thou art verily the One with power over what Thou willest.
There is no God but Thee, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.
O Ancient Beauty! Turn Thy face from the Most Great Prison
toward him who hath remembered Thee, that he may thank
his Lord, the Powerful, the Protector, the Mighty, the Loving.
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He who is named Abdul-Ghafur desired to drink from the
Kawthar of inner meanings from the hand of his Lord’s bounty,
the All-Forgiving. We heard thy call and have answered thee
with this sealed Book which hath descended from the heaven
of thy Lord’s will, the Lord of existence. He verily commands
all to righteousness and piety and forbids wickedness and inde-
cency. Blessed is he who hath heard and acted, and woe unto
every heedless one who is rejected. The breezes of Revelation
have wafted and the horizons are illumined, yet the people do
not understand. They worship idols and perceive it not; they
do what they are forbidden yet know it not. Blessed is the
strong one who hath rent asunder the veils, and the powerful
one who hath shattered the idols of vain imaginings.

Beware lest the glory of the people prevent thee from My Name,
the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. Cast aside what they pos-
sess and take the Book of God with a might that the hosts
cannot prevent. Thus hath the gate of utterance been opened
unto all who are in creation, as a grace from God, the Lord
of what was and what shall be. Grieve not over any matter.
Trust in God in all things. He verily aids whoever turns to
Him and assists him with the hosts of the seen and the unseen.
He is the Powerful, the Mighty, the Beloved.

O Lord of the world! Remember Hasan whose letter reached
Thy prison, and give him the glad-tidings of that which moved
Thy Most Exalted Pen to his mention - the Pen through which
the trumpet was sounded and all who are in the heavens and
earth were thunderstruck, except such as God, the Single, the
One, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise, willed. We counsel thee
and those who have believed in that which will exalt your sta-
tions and the Cause of God, the Mighty, the Powerful. Hold
fast unto goodly character. He enjoineth upon you that which
profiteth you in all His worlds. He is the Forgiving, the Merci-
ful. Be silent in the station of silence, and speaking in the sta-
tion of utterance, and expounding in times of exposition. Thus
doth He Who possesseth the knowledge of all things command
you in a perspicuous Book. He loveth silence and enjoineth
it upon all. Verily your Lord, the All-Merciful, is the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise.

The first word is the recognition of God, the Lord of all worlds,
and the second is steadfastness in His Cause. Thus hath it been
sent down from the Pen of Revelation, when He Who conversed
on Sinai was seated upon the throne of Manifestation, speak-
ing that which enraptured the hearts of the sincere ones. O
men of earth! Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One. By
God! He desireth naught for Himself. He hath sacrificed His
joy, His delight, His glory, His felicity and His comfort for the

Gl #5701l 5 ilae o 4
S L) (S0 Lnse Ll gl 4 5 ey oo
e T e U5 Gl psdl GBI
5 5 AL S Ll s ) SOl K
s b sk sledll 5 A e gt s
awoﬁ.\sfﬁf‘ybﬁ&,,df
s Y g Sy GBI bl 5 sl
w6 1yt Lo Ohomy 0y a2t Y 5 plio W gty
2 BV GR ol gk Ol Y

O5h) sl o8

o ) Ol Saz ol ST
dﬁ\ygj&)vﬁ”bcbcﬁ‘&%‘
Ll ol s SIS sl Sk Vs
Oy Al s o N OV G o e
de K5 0 op 0AYOS by OF L
5ol 8l e 4y 4 eV F G A
Sl el gy 8ol s Al g o pan

<5
G 4B L ol ed) 31 AL e L
S 53 e ST Ko b S ale
G o Gmal 5ol G b sl Y
a3 T e VI oY1 el
by 0 e el Gl 5 ooy Bl (ST M
Siaza 58 ) il .&\,\,;-wu
ol K G Sk k Sl a) a3
ol lin 317 o550 41 dlle
O o s bl gl plie 3 5 el
3‘63:5;5“”&;/1.&5@&;&
B Bl cadl Cg dl e OB

21

5ol Oyl obe o LN Ak O
o d7 SIE o) Je melamal 2V
S gcﬁw);ii\éi»og N
L cpaldl 580 4 gl e bl 4 gl
S 1 jaad plal) T ) (2,31 Dl
yoss s dop 381 B e g e i 5l Le

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 5

17



19

Vol. 87: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part IV

BH00204

refinement of your souls and your entry into the Most Exalted
Paradise - the station wherein whoso entereth shall neither per-
ish, nor be grieved, nor shall his soul be troubled. Thus hath
the Tongue of Faithfulness spoken in the kingdom of creation,
that He might acquaint you with the stations which have been
ordained for you by God, the Forgiving, the Generous. Be-
ware lest ye deprive yourselves of the breezes of these days,
and beware lest the might of sovereigns frighten you. Leave
the world and whatsoever is therein unto the kings, then oc-
cupy yourselves with the conquest of hearts through the hosts
of wisdom and utterance, and through the character We have
enjoined upon you aforetime and will continue to do so. I am
the All-Knowing Rememberer, and I am the Kind Counselor,
the Mighty, the Wondrous.

Choose what is praiseworthy under all conditions. This is what
ye have been commanded in the Scriptures and Tablets. To
this testifieth every truthful and trustworthy one. Blessed is
he who loveth the world for the sake of God, the Lord of the
ancient days. He hath created creation as a token of His grace,
that His Self might be known, and as the Dawning-Place of
His signs and the Dayspring of His firm Command. Well is it
with him who hath cast away vain imaginings and taken that
which he was bidden by an ancient Commander.

O servant of God! Abdullah, known as Ansari, died in yearning
for My call, not having heard from the Kingdom of My utter-
ance. O My servant! Thou hearest at this time, through the
grace of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. O My servant!
Hear My call from the direction of My prison. There is no
God but He, the Single, the One, the Strong, the Mighty, the
Powerful. It behooveth thee, in recognition of this bounty, to
be ever mindful of My verses throughout thy days, detached
from all else but Me, thankful for the wonders of My grace,
submissive to My command, and abstaining from that which I
have forbidden in My Great Book. The Wronged One remem-
bereth him who remembereth Him, and asketh God to assist
His servants in that which He loveth and is pleased with, and
to enable them to perform deeds which shall be a treasured
possession with Him. He is the Protector of the sincere ones.
Blessed is the heart that hath been purified from rancor and
hatred, illumined with the light of unity, and hath not turned
towards those who disbelieved in God and denied His mighty
and impregnable proof. O people of Baha and Dal! Know your
stations. By God’s life! Ye have attained unto that which none
of God’s servants in previous centuries and ages have attained.
We beseech God to assist you in preserving this most exalted
station and supreme rank, and to make you among the tri-
umphant.
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We make mention of him who hath been named Vahhab, that
he may inhale the sweet fragrances of God’s loving-kindness
and be of them that are steadfast. O Vahhab! This is a Day
wherein the Mother Book hath spoken forth amidst the fac-
tions, yet the people are in strange drunkenness - their vain
desires have debarred them from God, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise. He Who was hidden hath appeared through His
Name, the Self-Subsisting, and hath desired to give the ser-
vants to drink of His choice sealed wine on this Day when the
shrill voice of My Most Exalted Pen is raised, while the people
are in manifest error. They have turned away from their God,
clinging to their idle fancies - these are indeed the abased ones.
They have risen to harm the Wronged One and have commit-
ted that which hath caused the hearts of the sincere to be
consumed. Thus have their souls enticed them - they are ver-
ily among the slumberers. They have neither heard the Call
nor the Cry that was raised in truth. We testify that they are
among the dead.

We counsel thee to observe pure justice and that which befit-
teth the station of man. Thy Lord doth command His servants
with that which profiteth and exalteth them. He is indeed the
Protector of the believers. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to
assist thee in that which He loveth and is pleased with, and
to draw thee nigh unto Him. He is verily the Hearing, the
Answering.

O My Most Exalted Pen! Make mention in the Book of him
who hath turned to the Most Great Ocean while the nations
were in manifest rejection, that the remembrance may draw
him to the Kingdom of Utterance and bring him nigh unto
God, the Lord of this wondrous Day. O Baqir! Upon thee
be My glory. Hear My call from the precincts of My prison.
Verily, there is no God but Me, the All-Bountiful, the Most
Generous. He remembereth him who remembereth Him, and
aideth him who turneth unto Him. He is verily the All-Giving,
the Forgiving, the Merciful. Not a thing escapeth His knowl-
edge. He heareth every call and seeth every deed. He is indeed
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Take hold of the Book of
God with such might as the thorns of the oppressors cannot
prevent thee - they who enter the mosques in My Name, yet
when I manifested Myself, turned away from Me, following ev-
ery heedless doubter.

Say: My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having guided me
through Thy signs and caused me to hear Thy call. I beseech
Thee by the pearls of the shells of the ocean of Thy bounty and
by the lights of the orb of Thy manifestation, to strengthen me
in such service as will exalt my station before the Concourse
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on High and honor me with the mention of acceptance in the
court of Thy glory. Verily, Thou art the Almighty to do what
Thou willest. There is no God but Thee, the Single, the One,
the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. O Lord! Thou seest me turning
unto Thee and holding fast to the cord of Thy loving-kindness.
Ordain for me that which Thou hast ordained for Thy trusted
ones, then write down for me from Thy Most Exalted Pen the
good of the hereafter and of this world. Verily, Thou art the
All-Bountiful, the All-Giving, the Compassionate, the Most
Generous.

And We make mention at this time of My loved ones whose
names have not been presented before the Wronged One, that
the breezes of revelation may draw them to the most exalted
station. O My loved ones! Hear My call, then help Me through
wisdom and utterance. This is what the All-Merciful hath
decreed as He established Himself upon the throne with power
and sovereignty. This is the Day of joy and gladness. Beware
lest the happenings of the world or the affairs of the nations
grieve you. Turn ye and drink the choice wine of utterance
which hath flowed from the Pen of your Lord, the All-Merciful.
Verily, He is with you at all times.

And We make mention of My handmaidens there who have
heard the call and turned towards it. We ask God to aid them
to be steadfast in His Cause and to ordain for them that which
He hath ordained for the beauteous ones of the Most Exalted
Paradise. He is verily the Mighty, the All-Bestowing. The glory
from Us be upon My servants and My handmaidens who have
held fast to My covenant and My testament, and have acted
according to that which they were commanded in My Book
that speaketh before the faces of the world. The Sovereign
hath come - the Kingdom is God’s, the Lord of Lords.

7 O Tongue of Proof in the Kingdom of Utterance! Make men-

tion of him who was named Muhammad-‘Ali, that the breezes
of revelation may stir him and draw him nigh unto God, the
Protector, the Self-Subsisting. The Kingdom hath appeared
and the Sovereign of the celestial realm speaketh therein with
His most exalted call, yet the people comprehend not. They
have denied God’s favor after its descent and rejected His proof
and His evidence, yet they perceive not. The ocean of utter-
ance hath surged in the realm of possibility before the faces of
all religions, and the power of God, the Lord of existence, hath
encompassed all. Among the people are those who heard and
turned away, those who accepted, and those who pronounced
judgment against the Truth, the Knower of things unseen. This
is a Day wherein the mountains have been scattered and the
tree-trunks uprooted, yet most of the people understand not.
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O party of God! Abandon what the people possess and take
what ye have been commanded by God, the Lord of what was
and what shall be. Blessed is he who hath soared in My atmo-
sphere, clung to the cord of My love, and uttered My praise
among My servants. He is indeed among those who are brought
nigh in the preserved tablet.

Behold, then remember when We stood in the Land of Ta until
the fire of hatred was kindled in their breasts. The wolves
of the earth gathered against Us and imprisoned Us without
any proof from God, the Lord of the Kingdom. We were in
prison for numbered months until the hand of power delivered
Us, despite those who denied God’s might, the Lord of the
Promised Day. Thus did the Sun shine forth from the horizon
of the prison with verses which none know save those who are
brought nigh.

O Manifestation! The Lord of Destiny hath, from the direction
of the prison, turned toward thee and made mention of thee
with that which the treasures cannot equal. Hear the call from
the Divine Lote-Tree: Verily, there is none other God but Him,
the Single, the One, the Mighty, the Beloved. The rivers have
flowed, the fruits have appeared, and the seas have surged, yet
most of the people know not. Their desires have prevented
them and their imaginings have veiled them, yet they know
not. They have abandoned that which they were commanded
and committed that which caused the sincere ones to lament.

We have heard thy call and answered thee before, and in this
irrevocable Tablet which calleth out among the parties through
this Hidden and Manifest Name. We beseech the Exalted One
to assist thee in the triumph of His Cause through wisdom and
utterance, and to confirm thee such that thou movest not save
by His leave. He is verily the Commander, the Mighty, the All-
Loving. Blessed art thou for having turned to the Dayspring of
Certitude while people were veiled by doubts and imaginings.
Joy be to the One Who, with the finger of power, rent asunder
the veils of those who prevented the servants from drawing
nigh unto God, the Lord of the Kingdom. Verily, these veils
are their divines who cast the Covenant of God behind their
backs and who deny His signs.

Sing upon the branch of utterance the praise of thy Lord. He
verily heareth and seeth. He is indeed the Single, the One, the
Powerful, the Protector, the Mighty, the All-Witnessed. He
hath appeared and made manifest His straight path, and hath
sent down for every seeker that whereby hearts and minds are
attracted. Remind My loved ones on My behalf and proclaim
unto their faces greetings from the Wronged One.
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O Abbas-Ali! Hearken unto the everlasting call of God. Ver-
ily He maketh mention of thee and remindeth thee of verses
which have descended from the clouds of grace and the heaven
of justice like unto rain - God forgive the simile. We beseech
God, exalted be He, to make known unto His servants that
which He hath manifested and revealed. He, verily, is the Sus-
tainer, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. We counsel you to fear
God and to associate with all peoples in a spirit of fragrance
and delight, and to act in accordance with that which will
strengthen unity and harmony. He, verily, is the Comman-
der, the Mighty, the Great. God beareth witness that there
is none other God but Him, and He Who hath come with the
truth - through Him were hoisted the standards of divine unity
and the banners of detachment, through Him were the earth
seized with trembling and the tribes raised their laments, and
through His appearance all things proclaimed: “The Kingdom
belongeth unto God, the One, the Mighty, the Beautiful.” We
counsel you in all matters to observe justice and fairness, and
that whereby the stations of existence shall be made manifest
- existence which hath appeared from the ocean of the bounty
of its Lord, the Clement, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

Say: O people of creation! Hearken unto the call of the Lord of
invention and cast off the nature of beasts. Adorn your temples
with the ornament of love and fellowship, and be not of the
heedless. Beware lest ye backbite one another, and beware lest
ye commit that which would grieve the hearts of the servants
of God, the Lord of all worlds. We have created you and
manifested you and commanded you to that which causeth the
lips of existence to smile and giveth assurance to the hearts of
them that know.

O brother! Behold and then call to mind that which the All-
Merciful hath revealed in the Qur’an: the Day when men shall
be as scattered moths, and the mountains shall be as carded
wool. This is the Day which Muhammad, the Apostle of God,
mentioned aforetime, and before Him the Spirit, and before
Him He Who conversed with God. We counsel you to that
which beseemeth the mercy of your Lord, which hath preceded
the heavens and the earth, and whereby your stations shall
be exalted. Say: Hearken unto the counsel of Him Who is
wronged, and be not of the oppressors. Behold the power of
My Most Exalted Pen and My Most Great Word - these two
guide the servants to the Most Glorious Horizon, if ye be of
the fair-minded. We have brought forth the pearls of wisdom
and utterance from the shells of the ocean of the knowledge of
God, the Lord of all worlds. Blessed is he who hath vision, who
hath witnessed and seen, and blessed is he who hath turned
toward Him; and woe unto every froward sinner. Thus have
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We illumined the horizon of the heaven of utterance with the
light of divine proof. Blessed is he who hath turned, recognized
and acknowledged; and woe unto them that deny!
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To: Baha’is of Milan et al.
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

This is the Epistle of God, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting
He is the One Who speaks in the Kingdom of Utterance!

Praise, sanctified from worldly conditions, the intimations of
the peoples, the doubts of the antagonists, and the clamor of
the deniers, beseemeth the Most Holy and Exalted Court of
Him Who is the Desired One, Who in every moment hath, like
unto a copious rain from the heaven of His bounty, sent down
verses. No one who remembered Him was deprived of His grace,
and no seeker was denied from the ocean of His verses. His
bounty hath encompassed all and His mercy hath preceded all.
Throughout the nights and days He hath perfumed those who
have drawn nigh with the fragrances of revelation. Exalted,
exalted be His bounty, and exalted be His mercy! Great is His
glory and mighty His proof!

O thou who hast turned unto God, who hast drunk the cup of
His presence, and who speaketh in His praise! Hearken unto
His sweetest call from His most exalted horizon. Verily, He
remembereth thee with verses that call out to the world and
summon all to the Mighty, the Bestower. We have remembered
thee time and again that thou mayest give thanks unto thy
Lord, the Master of all men.

Thy letter hath come before the Wronged One, and the servant
in attendance hath read it. We have answered thee with a
Tablet which God hath made the Mother of Tablets. Grieve

not over anything, but put thy trust in God, the Lord of Lords.

He hath aided thee to make mention of Him and to praise Him,
and hath made thee a cup-bearer of this choice wine which,
when its seal was broken, perfumed all regions. Blessed is he
who hath sought the Desired One and attained unto that which
most of the servants have failed to reach. Say: The verses are
subdued by His command and all affairs are in the grasp of
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His power, and He is the Mighty, the All-Knowing. Thou hast
attained unto that which the divines and scholars of the earth
have failed to attain. The Mother of the Book beareth witness
to this in the Final Return.

The names that were mentioned in thy letter were presented
before the Wronged One, and We have revealed for them that
which attracteth the hearts and solaceth the eyes, and He is
the Mighty, the Unconstrained.

O Muhammad-‘Ali! Take what is approved and leave what
is denounced. This is what thou wast commanded in the
Qayyumu’l-Asma and in this perspicuous Tablet, before
which all other Tablets bow down. Thy Lord is verily the
All-Explaining, the All-Knowing.

O ‘Abdu’l-Ahad! Take justice and abandon tyranny. Thus
hath the Command flowed from the Pen of God, the Lord
of all worlds. He hath remembered thee with that which no
remembrance in the world can equal. Thy Lord is verily the
Compassionate, the Generous.

O Muhammad-Qabli! When thou hast drunk the choice wine
of reunion and attained unto that which was treasured in God’s
knowledge and inscribed by the Most Exalted Pen in His Books,
His Scriptures, and His Tablets, render thanks unto thy Lord
for this great bounty.

O Muhammad! Hear the call of the Wronged One. Say: O

people of the earth! Embrace justice and abandon oppression.

Thus hath come the irrevocable decree from God, the Lord of
eternity and Master of nations. He is the Single, the One, the
All-Compelling, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O Ahmad! The Prisoner hath turned toward thee from the
precincts of the prison and saith: Leave the dead, and take the
cup from the Kawthar of life in the name of thy Lord, the Most
Merciful. He verily draweth thee nigh unto Him and guideth
thee unto His straight path.

O ‘Ali! The Desired One of the world hath appeared with
the banners of grace and bounty, and the standards of glory
and guidance, yet the people have cast the Command of God
behind their backs and have committed that which they were
bidden by the Daysprings of oppression. Thy Lord is verily the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O Pasha! The Lord of Names and Creator of the heavens
remembereth thee. Say: O people of the earth! Hearken unto
the shrill voice of the Most Exalted Pen. Take hold of the Book
of God with such might and power as cannot be hindered by
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the power of the world nor the authority of nations. Verily, thy
Lord is the Commander, the Ancient of Days.

O Ismail! Blessed art thou and blessed is the servant who,
having cast away vain imaginings, hath turned his face toward
the horizon whence the Sun of Certitude hath shone forth on
a Day whereon the Straight Path hath proclaimed: “By God!
The appointed time hath come,” and the Balance hath de-
clared: “The veil hath been lifted,” and there hath descended
from the heaven of might a perspicuous Book.

O Muhammad! Remember when Muhammad, the Apostle of
God, came, all who dwelt on earth turned away from Him.
Some declared that He had disbelieved in God, others pro-
nounced Him a lying impostor, while yet others called Him a
sorcerer who spoke from selfish desire. Thus did the people
speak concerning His Cause - the firm, the sacred, the mighty,
the wondrous.

O Pasha! The Lord of all beings remembereth thee on this
darksome night, and remindeth thee of that which will draw
thee nigh unto a station honored by the mention of God and
adorned by the presence of His loved ones. He speaketh at
all times, saying: “O people of creation! Lift up your heads
and behold that which hath dawned and shone forth from the
horizon of the heaven of knowledge from the presence of One
mighty and powerful.”

O Faraj! The gate of heaven hath been opened and relief hath
come with such sovereignty that before it can stand neither
the hosts of creation, nor the ranks of the mighty, nor the
vain imaginings of the learned. He proclaimeth in the most
exalted voice between earth and heaven: “O people of creation!
He hath come at Whose advent the limbs of all names have
trembled, and He Who was mentioned in the hearts of them
that are nigh unto God hath appeared.”

O Mulla Baba! We have accepted the tribulations and hard-
ships of the world for the salvation of the servants, yet they
have risen in opposition. They have denied God’s proof and
His evidence, disputed His signs, turned away from the lights
of His countenance, and disbelieved in His Self. Thus have
their souls enticed them, and today they are among the most
lost in the Book of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Great.

O Samad! Hearken unto the call of the Eternal, the Single, the
One, the Unique. He commandeth thee that which will exalt
thee, and counseleth thee to observe God’s covenant and His
testament, and that which hath been revealed in His Book. He
is with those who have held fast unto His commandments and
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acted according to what they were bidden by the Tongue of
Revelation in this blessed, holy and manifest Day.

O My Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of him who hath been
named Aqga Mulla, that Thy remembrance may draw him to
the most sublime summit and bring him nigh unto Thee, and
strengthen him in that which shall endure as long as the king-
dom and the realm endure, and aid him to remain steadfast

in this Cause whereby feet have slipped, faces have been dark-
ened, and the idols of the deluded have fallen.

O Qanbar! Take hold of trustworthiness in My name and set
aside whatsoever is contrary to it. God hath made it the pri-
mary adornment for the temples of all religions. Blessed is he
who hath clung to it, recognized its station, been illumined
by its light, and grasped its hem. Thus hath the Tongue of
Grandeur spoken while seated upon the throne of utterance.
He is the Single, the One, the Mighty, the Beautiful.

Remember the days wherein thou didst at-
tain My presence, hear My call, behold My horizon, and drink
the choice wine of meeting from the hand of My bounty. Be-
ware lest the affairs of the world prevent thee from My remem-
brance and praise, and from that which thou didst hear from
My tongue in this My prison. This We commanded thee be-
fore, and at this time We command thee again, by the leave of
One mighty, powerful and praiseworthy.

O Mashhadi Hussein! Take hold of faithfulness as a command
from the Creator of heaven. Blessed is the temple adorned
therewith, the hand that graspeth it, and the servant who rec-
ognizeth its station, by the command of God, the Mighty, the
Supreme, the Self-Subsisting.

Verily We have desired to make mention of him who hath been
named Mulla Islam, to remind him of My verses, to bring him
the glad-tidings of My favors, and acquaint him with My King-
dom and My Dominion, and with the dwellers of the cities of
My power and grandeur, that he may rejoice and render thanks
unto Him Who hath come with the truth with a sovereignty
that hath encompassed earth and heaven. Blessed is he who
hath recognized and borne witness and hath said: “Praise be
unto Thee, O Lord of the seen and the unseen!”

5 O Shaykh-i-Kazim! We counsel thee with wisdom and utter-

ance, and with that whereby thy remembrance shall endure
in the Book of thy Lord, the All-Merciful. Let not the might
of the world dismay thee; place it beneath thy feet and say:
“My God, my God! I render Thee thanks inasmuch as I have
inhaled the fragrance of Thy verses, beheld the tokens of Thy
Pen, and acknowledged that which Thy tongue hath spoken.
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I beseech Thee, O Thou Who art wronged throughout all re-
gions, by Thy Name through which necks have been subdued,
to assist me to remember Thee and to stand firm in my love
for Thee. O Lord! Deny me not the ocean of Thy bounty, nor
the heaven of Thy generosity. There is none other God but
Thee, the Ever-Forgiving, the All-Loving.”

Verily the Wronged One desireth to make mention of him who
hath been named Mulla Nur-Muhammad, that the breezes of
Revelation may draw him to the Most Sublime Horizon, and
that he may hold fast unto that which hath been ordained
by Him Who is the Creator of heaven and the Lord of the
Kingdom of Names. The world shall pass away, but that which
hath been sent down from the heaven of bounty and generosity
shall endure for those who have turned unto Him. To this
testify honored servants upon whom neither fear shall come,
nor shall they grieve.

O Ali! This is the Day of remembrance and utterance, the Day
of bounty and bestowal, the Day of majesty and glory. Blessed
is the servant who hath turned unto Him, attained, and acted
according to that which hath been ordained by God, the Lord
of existence.

O Abdul-Hussein! Blessed art thou and blessed is thy name.
Hear with the ear of the heart that which hath been sent down
from the Kingdom of the favors of the Lord of creation, Who
hath come with the standard of unity and commanded all to
be united. Happy is he who hath held fast unto that which
hath been ordained by God, the Lord of what was and what
shall be.

O Hasan! Say: “My God, my God! I beseech Thee by Thy
sealed wine, and by Thy Name, the Self-Subsisting, and by the
Kawthar of Thy utterance, the Salsabil of Thy knowledge, the
milk of Thy bounty and the wine of Thy mercy, to make me,
in all conditions, well-pleased with Thy good-pleasure, turning
unto Thy horizon, speaking of Thy verses, and holding fast
unto Thy extended cord.”

O My Pen! Make mention of him who hath been named Ali-
i-Akbar, whom the veils of glory prevented not from the All-
Glorious. He heard the call from the Most Sublime Horizon
and turned unto Him on a day wherein all who dwell in the
kingdom of creation turned away, save those whom the hand
of power had seized and whom the tongue of grandeur had
mentioned in his praiseworthy station.
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O Ali! We counsel thee and them that have believed to fear
God and to observe truthfulness and sincerity. Thy Lord de-
sireth for no one save that which will raise him to the All-
Highest Paradise and the Most Exalted Heaven - the station
wherein naught is seen save the manifestations of His names
and attributes. He is the All-Bountiful One Whose bounty is
not withheld by the opposition of the peoples nor by the hap-
penings of the world. His mercy hath preceded all things and
His favors have encompassed all, but the people, they under-
stand not.

O people of Shishan! Hearken unto the call of your Lord, the
All-Merciful. He remembereth you while He was in the hands
of those who turned away from godliness and followed wicked-
ness and corruption, and committed that which caused the
countenances of the Most Exalted Paradise and the All-Highest
Heaven to lament, and caused the Tree of Blessedness and the
Divine Lote-Tree to wail. Beware lest the tyranny of the trans-
gressors and the harm of the ungodly dismay you. Lay hold on
wisdom in the days of God; verily it will draw you nigh unto
Him, did ye but know.

O Haji Aga! Hear the call from the precincts of the Prison. It
summons thee to truth and bids thee observe justice and equity.
He hath appeared and manifested that which He desired before
the faces of all men on a day whereon the clouds of destiny
rained down the arrows of tribulation. To this testifieth the
Preserved Tablet that is with Him.

O Mulla Sadiq! From My Most Exalted Pen hath flowed the
river of wisdom and utterance on a day when every seeker
turned away, every confessor denied, every believer disbelieved,
and every silent one reviled. Thus did We receive treatment
from those who showed no justice in the Cause of God and His
sovereignty, and cast equity behind their backs, cleaving unto
that which caused the Spirit to lament in His holy, glorious,
and beloved station.

O Muhammad-Qabli-Husayn! Behold and remember when the
All-Merciful came with power and sovereignty, and there befell
Him at the hands of the people of tyranny that which caused
the rocks to cry out, the earth and heaven to weep, the hearts
of the chosen ones to tremble, the great cry to be raised, and
every lofty and towering mountain to be scattered.

O Ja’far! Thy name was mentioned before Our face, and there
hath been revealed for thee that which cannot be equalled by
the treasures of the earth, nor the riches of creation, nor that
in which the wealthy pride themselves in the material world,
nor that which princes and kings have amassed. Be thankful
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unto thy Lord for this most great favor and say: “My God, my
God! Deprive me not of that which Thou hast ordained for
Thy chosen ones, and render me not destitute of that which
draweth me nigh unto Thy horizon. Verily, Thou art the All-
Powerful, the Mighty, the Loving!”

O Aqga Bala! Upon thee be the Glory of God, the Lord of
all names and Creator of the heavens. Blessed be thy face for
having turned, thy heart for having advanced, thine ear for
having heard, and thy hand for having manifested the power
and might of God, which the whole world cannot equal. To this
doth this Wronged One testify in this exalted station. Rejoice
in this Most Great Remembrance which hath flowed from the
Pen of God, thy Lord, the Possessor of the seen and unseen.

O Ibrahim! The Friend hath come from the presence of the Glo-
rious One, yet the people denied Him and turned away from
Him, disputed that which appeared from Him, and disbelieved
in Him Who sent Him with the truth, until the fire of hatred
was kindled in the breasts of the people of tyranny and wicked-
ness, and they committed that which caused every loving one
to lament and every friend to cry out. Thus was the matter
decreed, while most of the people mention but do not perceive.

O Pen! Make mention of him who is named Mashhadi Ibrahim,
that he may rejoice in the remembrance of God, Who is estab-
lished upon the throne of utterance in the final return. We
counsel thee with that which will elevate the station of man
and with that which the All-Merciful hath revealed in the Book.
Grieve not at anything, but trust in God in all matters. Ver-
ily, He will assist those who have turned unto Him on the day
when the Herald proclaimed: The Kingdom belongeth to God,
the Lord of Lords!

O Taymur! The All-Forgiving maketh mention of thee through
His remembrance and remindeth thee of His signs, and counse-
leth thee to show forth love and affection, unity and concord.
Blessed art thou for having heard and turned towards Him,
and woe unto every denier who hath disbelieved in God and
His signs, turning instead to the dawning-place of vain imagin-
ings.

O Mansur! Victory hath come, and it is My manifestation;
triumph hath come, and it is My call; sovereignty hath come,
and it is My command; and the mysteries have appeared, and
they are My Book. Thus have We brought forth the pearls of
proof from the shells of the ocean of thy Lord, the Mighty, the
Bestower.
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O Fayyadh! The All-Bountiful has come with the hosts of wis-
dom and utterance. The Herald has called out from every di-
rection, the mountains have been moved, and the Balance has
been set up, yet most people are in a strange sleep. Their de-
sires have prevented them from God; they have cast the Book
behind their backs and have committed that from which the
dwellers of the pavilion of grandeur and majesty have disasso-
ciated themselves. The glory rest upon you, upon your family,
and upon My handmaidens who have believed in God, the One,
the Chosen One.

O Muhammad-‘Ali! Hear the call of the Wronged One. The
Cause of God has come, which was a fortress for those who
arrived and an armor for the temple of whosoever turned to
the Most Sublime Horizon and answered the Lord of all beings
when the Call was raised between earth and heaven. Say: O
people! Recognize the station of God’s Cause and His wisdom,
and be not of the ignorant. Thus has the light shone forth
from the kingdom of thy Lord’s utterance, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise. The glory rest upon thee and thy wife from the
Forgiving, the Merciful.

O Book! Make mention of him who is named Darvish Rahim,
that the verses of his Lord may attract him and draw him nigh
unto Him, and strengthen him to make mention of Him and
to praise Him among His servants and to serve His Cause in
His days. Verily, He is the Ruler over whatsoever He willeth,
and in His grasp are the reins of all who are in the heavens
and on earth. The glory from Us be upon him and upon his
wife, whose name was presented before the Wronged One in
His mighty prison.

O Darvish Khalil! The Cause of God hath come, yet the people
have turned away from it and opposed it, having broken His
Covenant and His Testament, and followed those who denied
God and His signs. With thy Lord is the knowledge of all things
in a clear Book. We make mention of thy wife who turned
towards Him on a day when most of the handmaidens of the
earth turned away. Verily, thy Lord is the All-Encompassing,
the All-Knowing.

O Mirza Aga! We have desired to make mention of thee from
this direction and to remind thee of God’s verses which were
sent down from the kingdom of His utterance, that thine eyes
may be consoled thereby and thy heart may rejoice, and that
thou mayest arise with spirit and fragrance to serve the Cause
on this Day wherein the appointed time hath come, the verses
have been sent down, the clear proofs have appeared, and the
earth and heavens have spoken. Thus have We sent down that

which shall endure as long as My most beautiful names endure.
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Verily, thy Lord is the Mighty, the Generous.In the name of
the One All-Knowing God!

7 O Sulayman! Hearken in the Persian tongue to the utterance

of thy Creator. Today the mystery of the Self-Sufficient is
manifestly revealed without veil. Blessed is the state of the
one who hath drunk the sealed wine in the Most Great Name
and hath remembered Him in the Most Great Prison. The
dust of divine chastisement hath encompassed the world and
smoke hath overtaken it. Beseech ye Him that perchance His
forgiveness may encompass all and make them aware of that
which is the purpose of creation. Make mention of the kinsmen
on behalf of the Wronged One and give them the glad-tidings
of the verses of the One Peerless Friend.

O Zaynu’l-‘Abidin! That which was hidden hath become mani-
fest. The primal light hath appeared therefrom. Blessed is the
state of the one who hath heard His call, turned towards Him
with his heart, and faced the lights of His countenance.

O Rasul! Various colors have prevented the world from turn-
ing to and drawing nigh unto the horizon of God’s Cause and
have deprived it from the ocean of the utterance of the Cre-
ator. Beseech God that He may aid His servants in that which
beseemeth His Day. He is the Powerful, He is the Mighty.

O Siyyid Qabli-Muhammad! The Pen hath turned toward thee
and maketh mention of thee that thou mayest hold fast unto
that which is befitting and attain unto the station of “Say:
God; then leave them to their vain discourses.”

O Abraham! The fire of hatred that was kindled in those days
hath been rekindled with greater force and intensity in the days
of this Wronged One. The extinction of every fire is easy, but
the fire of malice and envy cannot be quenched by the waters
of the entire world. The outward fire is extinguished in but
an hour, while this fire endureth through centuries and ages.
We beseech God to protect His loved ones from this fire and
to illumine them with the light of His knowledge. He, verily, is
powerful over all things.

O Mihdi! The beginning of all things hath been and shall ever
be the knowledge of God, and the end thereof steadfastness, for
the clamorous are lying in wait and are occupied with leading
men astray. Blessed is the soul that beholdeth all else save
God as non-existent and as naught. Such a one is assuredly
among the people of this luminous station and this mighty and
impregnable seat.
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O Pen! Make mention of the Merciful One, that perchance
the attraction of the divine mention may so grip him that he
may remain firm and steadfast in the Cause. In all conditions,
fix thy gaze upon the greatness of the Cause and this Day.
Blessed is he who hath recognized and inhaled the fragrance
of the utterance of his All-Knowing, All-Informed Lord.

O Abdullah! The Day hath come and the hour hath struck, yet
the servants have failed to recognize the Lord of all worlds in
this garment. All are deprived and forbidden from His recogni-
tion, save whom thy Lord willeth. Blessed is the servant who
hath attained unto the knowledge of his Lord, who hath de-
tached himself from the world and all that is therein, and hath
cleaved unto Him. This is the station wherein shineth the light
of true reliance and spiritual resignation.

O Husayn! This Wronged One desireth to make mention of
thee - in what station? In the Most Great Prison - in what
condition? In the midst of sorrows. Yet the tribulations of
the nations and the tyranny of the world have not withheld
Him from remembrance. The atoms of all created things bear
witness to what hath been mentioned. Beseech God to aid thee
in that which beseemeth His station.

; O Ali! Hearken with the ear of the spirit and observe with

the eye of truth, that perchance thou mayest hear the call of
the Friend and behold His traces. How many are the servants
who have eyes and ears, yet in the divine ledger are recorded
as blind, deaf and dumb.

O Muhammad! The Book hath been sent down and its myster-

ies recorded by the Most Exalted Pen, yet the servants remain
heedless and veiled, save those souls who with the hands of
power have rent asunder the veils and shrouds and have sought
the most exalted station, which is the station of recognizing the
one true Friend.

58 O Javad! The ocean of utterance is surging, the Sun of Truth

is shining above all heads, and the light of bounty is radiating
from the horizon of grace. We beseech God not to withhold
His servants from these bounties nor deprive them thereof. His
grace hath encompassed all, and the All-Bountiful is seated
upon the throne of mercy. Blessed are they who possess true
knowledge.

O Sattar! The Day of Resurrection hath come, and the Con-
cealer is seated upon the throne of the All-Forgiving. He hath
concealed, shown grace, and opened the gate of bounty with
the finger of power, yet the heedless servants have risen in
tyranny. They have committed that which hath rent asunder
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the breasts and set aflame the livers. All these things have

come to pass through the wickedness of the divines of Persia.

They have wrought that which hath never been heard of since
the beginning of the world. They are indeed among the most
lost in My perspicuous Book.

O beloved friend! The wolves of the earth have surrounded the
Beloved of the world, and the Wronged One of the horizons has
been imprisoned by the people of sedition. At every moment
a new injustice appears and at every instant a new hardship
descends. It is not known to what they turned in the past
and to what cord they held fast, and now for what reason they
have turned away. By the life of God, they neither perceive,
nor recognize, nor know.

O Husayn! Hear the call of Husayn which hath turned toward
thee from the prison quarter. He speaketh for God’s sake and
uttereth in God’s path. Are there any attentive ears to be
found or any penetrating eyes present? By the Sun of Truth,
the proof is manifest and evident, the bounty is descending and
the mercy is showering. Blessed are they who possess sight and
hearing, and woe unto the heedless.

Make mention of Allah-Quli on behalf of the Most
Great Name, that perchance thy mention may assist him like
wings to soar in this refined and luminous atmosphere. Thou
hast heard the call and seen the signs. Ask of God that He

may aid thee to remain steadfast in the greater steadfastness.

He is the Most Great Sign and the Ultimate Goal. Take what
thou art commanded and lay aside what thou art forbidden,
as a command from the presence of One powerful and mighty.

3 O Asadu’llah! Reflect upon the power of the Wronged One:

single and alone He arose before the faces of the world, and
at all times His verses were revealed and His evidences were
manifest without any veil or covering. He rent asunder the veils
of glory and the clouds of grandeur with the finger of power,
and guided all with the most exalted call to the straight path
and the mighty news. He is the One Who is powerful, Whom
the malice and hatred of princes and divines prevented not
from the mention of God and His purpose. Reflect and say:
Thine is the greatness and the glory, and Thine is the power
and the grace.

O Soldier! O beloved! It is hoped that in this wondrous divine
Day, through the effulgences of the lights of the Most Great
Name, thou wilt bestow crowns instead of being a soldier. Abu
Dharr was but a shepherd, yet through one word “I believe,”
he became the guardian of Islam’s sanctuary and a guide to
mankind. This is not difficult for thy Lord God.
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O Hasan! Speech belongeth unto the tongue, yet now the
ocean speaketh and heat cometh from the fire, and at this time
the sun giveth and bestoweth. Strive that perchance through
God’s might and power thou mayest attain thy station and
become worthy of honor from God, the Lord of all mankind.

O Muhammad-Baqir! The veils of names of the people of the
mortal realm have prevented creation from the highest horizon.
For one thousand two hundred years the odious Shi’ihs were
occupied with claims of succession, deputyship and nobility,
and when the Sun of Manifestation dawned from the horizon
of will, bright and manifest, they arose to harm Him and issued
the verdict for His blood to be shed. Fix thy gaze upon God
alone, that thou mayest be recorded among the true believers
in God’s Book and be inscribed by the Most Exalted Pen.

O Ali-Asghar! The Lord of Power maketh mention of thee from
the Most Great Scene. The friends of the earth hastened to
the Supreme Companion in their longing to hear this mention.
That which floweth today from the Pen of generosity hath had
and hath no likeness or parallel. Recognize its station and
preserve it as the eye preserveth itself.

O Ali Siraj! He says: O people of the earth! By the Lumi-
nary of utterance, I swear that the divine lamp is shining and
manifest before all faces. Deprive not yourselves of its light,
and through its rays and radiance, enter into the tabernacle
of divine glory. Today the ocean of the utterance of the All-
Merciful is surging and the heaven of grace is upraised. De-
prive not yourselves. Pass beyond all else and hold fast unto
the Friend. He is the All-Bountiful, He is the All-Merciful.

O Pen! Make mention of Qasim, that haply he may drink
from the ocean of utterance and be illumined by the Sun of
divine knowledge, and attain unto that which is the cause of
steadfastness. Today the cry is raised, the mountain is crushed,
and the servants are thunderstruck. Blessed is the soul that
hath attained unto hearing it, recognized the Purpose, and
became cognizant of Him. Beseech God to protect His servants
and aid them to exalt His Word.

O Asad! God grant that thou mayest prove thyself a lion of the
field of wisdom and utterance, wielding thy sway over hearts
and souls. Let thy might be true might, and thy power a
power spiritual. Harm and injury beseem the beasts of prey;
the mark of human reason is love and compassion and mercy.
Hold thou fast unto this at My bidding. Thy Lord, verily, is
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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O Karbila’i Ahmad! Muhammad—upon Whom be the sac-
rifice of all beside Him—appeared, yet they denied Him and
decreed His death. The authors of that decree were the divines
of the age. Through the wretchedness of those souls the fire
of malice and hatred was kindled within men’s breasts, and
the matter waxed so grievous that the verse of migration was
revealed, and the Lord of the kingdom of names set forth from
Hijaz for Yathrib. Thereupon tears were shed, hearts were
consumed away, all things lamented, while the people, for the
most part, remained of the heedless.

O Ghaffar! The Chosen One hath come bearing the banner of
“I am God”; He hath come with the ensign of “The Kingdom
is Mine.” From His right hand floweth the Euphrates of mercy;
from His Pen are made manifest the mysteries of wisdom; be-
fore His face the ocean of utterance surgeth and swelleth. Yet
the men of knowledge and insight are few indeed—nay, utterly
wanting. All are seen spiritless—rather, dead. Verily we are
God’s, and unto Him shall we return.

O Hasan, O uncle! If thou attainest unto My verses and hearest
My call, say: “My God, my God! I am Thy servant, the son
of Thy servant and the son of Thy handmaid. I have heard
Thy call and hastened unto the ocean of Thy knowledge. 1
beseech Thee, by Thy power which hath subdued all things,
and by the lights of Thy countenance whereby all horizons have
been illumined, to make me steadfast in Thy Cause, diligent
in Thy service, firmly grounded in Thy love, and eloquent in
Thy praise. Thou art, verily, the Mighty, the Invincible, the
Almighty.”

O Haydar-‘Ali! Turn thou thy face toward the House and say:
“My God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having given
me to drink of the Kawthar of Thy knowledge in Thy days,
and for having aided me to turn unto Thee when most of Thy
creatures turned away from Thee. I beseech Thee by the hid-
den mysteries treasured in Thy knowledge, and by the pearls
stored within the repositories of Thine immaculacy, to ordain
for me that which shall draw me nigh unto Thee and exalt
me amidst Thy servants. Thou art powerful to do whatsoever
Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee, the Truth,
the Knower of things unseen.”

O Kazim! If thou inhalest the fragrances of My utterance
and hearest My call from the direction of My prison, turn
with all thy heart unto the Most Exalted Spot and the loftiest
summit, and say: “My God, my God! Sorrows have seized
me in Thy days—where is Thy deliverance, O Deliverer of the
worlds? Separation from Thee hath consumed me—where is
the Kawthar of nearness unto Thee, O Desire of them that
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know? My liver hath melted in Thy absence—where is Thy
grace, O Lord of the world and Worshipped of the nations? I
beseech Thee by the scratching of Thy Pen, and by the mystery
Thou hast hidden from the eyes of Thy creatures, to strengthen
me to act according to that which Thou hast sent down in Thy
Book. There is none other God but Thee, the Ever-Forgiving,
the Most Merciful.”

O Pen! Make mention of him who was named Muhammad, son
of Ja’far, that he may rejoice in the remembrance of God, the
Lord of destiny. And let him say: “My God, my God! Praise
be unto Thee for having guided me by Thy most great verses
unto Thy straight path, and for having illumined my heart
with the light of the mention of Thy mighty Announcement.
I beseech Thee by Thy Cause, whereby Thou hast subdued
the world, and by the Word whereby the hearts of the peoples
were drawn, so that they hastened unto the seat of sacrifice
in longing for Thy good-pleasure and Thy presence—O Lord!
Thou seest the poor one clinging to the cord of Thy bounty,
and the sinner grasping the hem of the robe of Thy Name, the
Forgiving, the Merciful. Ordain for him that which beseemeth
Thy loving-kindness, O God of all worlds.”

O Muhammad, son of ‘Ali!l Hearken unto My call from the
direction of My prison. Verily it shall draw thee unto the
horizon of My grace and bring thee nigh unto the court of My
majesty. Say: “My God, my God! With my face have I turned
unto the lights of Thy countenance, and with my heart unto the
horizon of Thy bounty. Illumine, O my God, my outer being
with the lights of Thy favor and my inner being with the light
of Thy knowledge. Thou art He from Whose knowledge not
a thing escapeth, and Whom no affair can frustrate. In Thy
grasp is held the reins of the world. Thou doest whatsoever
Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee, the One Who
ruleth over whatsoever hath been and whatsoever shall be.”

O Siyyid Muhammad! Say: “My God, my God! I bear wit-
ness that Thou hast manifested Thyself, sent down Thy verses,
and disclosed Thy clear testimonies for the guidance of Thy
creatures and the exaltation of their stations in Thy days. I
beseech Thee, O Cleaver of the morn and Subduer of the winds
with the finger of Thy power—whereby the veils of Thy crea-
tures were rent asunder—to make me a helper of Thy Cause
and steadfast in Thy love. There is none other God but Thee,
the All-Powerful, the Almighty.”

O Aba’l-Qasim! Say: “My God, my God! Thou seest me
turning unto Thee, directing myself toward the lights of Thy
countenance, and awaiting the wondrous tokens of Thy bounty.
I beseech Thee by the Lamp Thou hast preserved through Thy
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power and sovereignty, and by Thy Most Great Name whereby
the limbs of the heedless among Thy servants and the faithless
among Thy creatures have trembled, to ordain for this servant
of Thine, from Thy Most Exalted Pen, the good of this world
and of the world to come. Thou art God; there is none other
God but Thee, the Peerless, the One, the Forgiving, the Most
Generous.”

O Mir ‘Ali-Akbar! Consider My Cause and that which hath
befallen Me after I came from the Most Exalted Horizon for the
reformation of the world and the education of the nations. Say:
Alas, alas! This servant knoweth not which of Thy tribulations
to mention before Thy face. The Pen is struck dumb at the
mention of Thy tribulations and what hath befallen Thee at the
hands of the oppressors among Thy creatures and the rebellious
amongst Thy servants. I testify that Thou hast manifested
Thyself for the life of the world and the reformation of the
nations, and hast borne hardships to reveal Thy grace and
demonstrate Thy bounty. My soul be a sacrifice for Thy grace,
O Thou Desire of them that know Thee, and my spirit be a
ransom for Thy Self, O Thou Who art imprisoned in the hands
of the heedless ones!

O ‘Ali, O ‘Attar! When thou hearest the rustling of My
Most Exalted Pen, turn thy face toward God, the Lord of all
mankind, and say: [...|O my God, my God! I know not in
what mountain hath Thy call been raised, nor in what spot
the throne of Thy grandeur hath been established. I beseech
Thee, O King of Kings and Protector of the oppressed, by Thy
Name through which Thou hast subdued the cities of hearts,
and by the power of Thy Will, the potency of Thy Purpose,
the ocean of Thy signs and the heaven of Thy wisdom, to
ordain for me that which shall make me content with Thy
good-pleasure, moved by Thy will, and holding fast to the

wisdom Thou hast commanded in Thy perspicuous Book.

Verily, Thou art the One, the Single, the Mighty, the Great.

O Pen! Make mention of him who hath been named Abbas,
that he may rejoice and be of them that are grateful. Say: O
my God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having created me and
manifested me and made me know Thy path. I know with the
knowledge of certitude that Thou hast created me to hearken
unto Thy call and witness the lights of Thy horizon. I know
not, O my God, what Thou hast ordained for me of Thy decree
and destiny, and what Thou hast willed in Thy days. Should
that which preventeth me from drawing nigh unto the seat of
Thy throne hinder me, then neither my life, nor my existence,
nor my rising up, nor my sitting down would profit me.
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Ah! Ah! Should Thy decree prevent me from standing before
the gate of Thy grandeur and hearkening to Thy call, then by
Thy might, O Desire of the world and Beloved of the nations,
my thirst can only be quenched by drawing nigh unto the court
of Thy holiness, and my heart can only find rest by turning to-
ward the direction of Thy throne, and my being can only find
repose through the Kawthar of Thy presence and the Salsabil
of Thy reunion. Thou seest, O my God, my perturbation and
agitation, my sorrow, my grief and anguish in Thy days. Where
is Thy relief, O Reliever of the world, and where is Thy suc-
cour, O Helper of the nations? By Thy might, my condition
hath transcended mention and utterance. O my Lord, the All-
Merciful! Have mercy upon me through Thy grace, then ordain
for me that which shall solace mine eyes and the eyes of Thy
servants. Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Generous,
and verily, Thou art the Most Merciful of the merciful.

O My Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of My loved ones
who have ascended unto the Most Glorious Companion and
have soared on the wings of certitude to the Most Exalted
Horizon. Thy mercy hath preceded all created things and Thy
grace hath encompassed all beings. I beseech Thee by the
ocean of Thy bounty and the heaven of Thy generosity to send
down upon them at all times from the heaven of Thy gifts that
which shall gladden the eyes of Thy loved ones and chosen ones.
Verily, Thou art the One Who hath power over whatsoever
He willeth. All created things bear witness to Thy generosity.
There is none other God but Thee, the Almighty, the Dominant
over the seen and the unseen.Then make mention of Husayn
who hath ascended unto his Lord. Ordain for him in the most
exalted Paradise at all times that which beseemeth the ocean
of Thy generosity and the heaven of Thy grace. Verily, Thou
art the Ever-Forgiving, the Merciful.

5 We make mention of him who hath been named Allahverdi,

who turned toward My horizon and traversed land and sea in
his love for meeting Me until he attained My presence and
heard My call. Blessed art thou for having attained unto My
traces aforetime and in this perspicuous moment. Give thanks
unto thy Lord for this great bounty. The glory be upon thee
and upon thy sister and her daughter, and upon those women
who have believed in God, the Lord of all worlds.

We make mention of My handmaidens at the end of the Tablet
and give them the glad-tidings of the Day-Star of My provi-
dence which hath dawned and shone forth from the horizon of
the heaven of My mercy in My Most Great Prison.
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O Mulla Baji, O My handmaiden! Give thanks unto thy Lord,
for He hath made mention of thee in such wise as to perpet-
uate thy remembrance in the Book of God, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy. Rejoice in the bounty of thy Lord and glorify
His Name, the Mighty, the Wondrous. Verily, We have made
mention of the servants of God and His handmaidens, and
have sent down for them that which the world and its orna-
ments and embellishments and all that hath appeared therein
and is treasured therein cannot equal. Verily, thy Lord is the
All-Bountiful, the Generous.

We make mention at this hour of the loved ones of the All-
Merciful in Milan, that the sweet savors of remembrance and
utterance may draw them to a station before which all regions
of the earth have bowed down in submission. He, verily, is the
Mighty, the Powerful, the All-Bestowing.

Ye have heard the Call time and again; now hearken unto that
which the Supreme Pen hath voiced. There is none other God
but Him, the Single, the One, the Chosen. Blessed are ye,
inasmuch as ye have turned unto Him when most of mankind
hath turned away, and have spoken in praise when the idolaters
uttered that which caused the denizens of the highest Paradise
to lament in their most exalted station.

O people of Milan! By the life of God, within you are treasured
the pearls of love and faithfulness, whereunto the Mother Book
doth testify. We beseech God to aid and assist all, that each
may arise to serve His Cause, illumine receptive hearts with
the lights of the Most Great Name, and occupy themselves
with the refinement of heedless souls and the reformation of
the world. May they quench, with the waters of wisdom and
of utterance, the fire of hatred and enmity, which for centuries
and ages hath been ablaze within the hearts of the nations,
that all may, with one accord, strive with utmost endeavor for
the betterment of the world.

The mention of each one of them is, in the sight of God, re-
membered, and from the Pen of the Most High inscribed. In
accordance with the dictates of wisdom We veiled the matter,
and from the Pen of the Most High We caused to flow that
which is the cause of everlasting life. Hold fast unto deeds that
are pure and stainless, and cling to virtues that are pleasing,
after the recognition of the Lord of Glory, exalted be His glory.
Constancy, trustworthiness, and piety are the sacred trusts of
God among His creatures; unto the keeping thereof We coun-
sel all men. Blessed is the soul whom neither the vicissitudes
nor vanities of the world have deterred from righteousness and
the fear of God, and who hath attained unto that which hath
been recorded and established by the Pen of Grace in God’s
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Book, enduring throughout the dominion of earth and heaven.
Know ye the value of these days and, in complete unity, occupy
yourselves with the remembrance and praise of the Goal of all
creation. Whatsoever giveth rise to clamor and is the cause
of corruption and strife hath been forbidden in God’s Book.
His is the grace and bounty, and He is the Compassionate, the
Generous.

All must associate with those souls who have taken precedence
in turning unto God, in faith and in recognition, with the ut-
most love. This matter hath been mentioned in the divine
Books of the past and future, and in the Qur’an: “And the
foremost to embrace the Faith shall be the foremost. These
are they who shall be brought nigh unto God.” Glory and
praise and magnification be upon the servants of God who are
nigh unto Him, and upon His sincere chosen ones who have
not broken God’s Covenant and His Testament, and who have
acted according to that which they were bidden in His perspic-
uous Book.

At this moment the Tongue of Utterance in the Kingdom of
knowledge turns toward the people of Saysan, and for the sake
of God We make mention of them. Divine mention in one
station is as the spirit for the bodies of the people of the world,
and in another station is as the eternal Kawthar for the mortal
temple, and in one station it is a sign of the All-Merciful for the
righteous and His wrath for the wicked. Blessed are they who
have heard the call and risen from the graves of heedlessness.

O My loved ones in Saysan! Hearken unto the call of the
Wronged One and hold fast unto that which is the cause of ex-
altation and the source of elevation. Ye are the saplings in the
garden of divine favor and have been nurtured by the Kawthar
of the All-Merciful utterance, and have attained unto the sta-
tion of maturity which is the station of recognition of God, ex-
alted be His glory. Preserve this station through the name of
the Lord of Days and cherish it as your precious life. Soon shall
all that is visible pass away, save what God, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed, hath ordained for you. Glory and remem-
brance and praise be upon you and upon My handmaidens
whom neither the clamor of the people nor the howling of the
wicked have prevented from God, the One, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

We have made mention of every maidservant who hath turned
and attained. Nothing whatsoever escapeth the knowledge of
your Lord. He heareth and seeth; He is the Single One, the
One, the Powerful, the Mighty. As for certain souls mentioned
who are in other lands, since the fragrance of steadfastness hath
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not been fully diffused from them, We have therefore destined
their mention for another time and another day. Verily thy
Lord doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth,
and He is the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

O son of Dakhil! Praise be to God, all the names mentioned
have each been blessed with the traces of the Most Exalted
Pen. Give them My glad-tidings and illumine them with the
light of My utterance. We have ordained for them in Our most
exalted Kingdom that which tongues and pens are powerless to
describe. To this testifieth He Who speaketh at this moment
before all faces: There is none other God but He, the Single
One, the One, the Dominant over all things great and small.

Convey My greetings to the loved ones and say: Today is the
day of mention and praise, and the day of attraction and ec-
stasy. Strive ye to attract the hearts of the servants through
the Word of God and draw them to the most exalted horizon.
We counsel all to that which beseemeth the Days of God and
to the reformation of the world and the refinement of nations.
Thy Lord is, verily, the Commander from ancient times. There
is none other God but He, the Master of the Day of Judgment,
and this is the true and manifest Cause.

The splendor shining from the horizon of the heaven of My
utterance be upon thee and upon them who have cast away
all else save Me and taken hold of that which they were com-
manded in My perspicuous Book.
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To: Haji Mirza Haydar Ali Isfahani
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the Herald between Earth and Heaven!

O peoples of the earth! Hear ye the call of the Wronged One
from the precincts of the Prison. Verily, He draweth you nigh
unto God, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting. By God!
The Day hath come, yet the people perceive it not. The Ban-
ner of the Revelation hath been raised upon the highest summit
of the Mount, yet most of the people comprehend it not. Lo,
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the Divine Lote-Tree calleth out in the midmost heart of Par-
adise, and the nightingales of mystic knowledge warble upon
the highest branches, yet the people hear not. They have cast
the Self-Subsisting One behind their backs, clinging to the man-
ifestations of idle fancies and vain imaginings. They have bro-
ken God’s Covenant and His Testament, yet they know it not.
They have taken vain imaginings as their lord instead of God.
Thus have their souls beguiled them. To this beareth witness
He with Whom is the Preserved Tablet.

O Haydar-‘Ali! Upon thee be My glory, My loving-kindness
and My mercy which has preceded all existence. The account
of tribulation has returned, and the Lord of Names from
His horizon calls out and says: “The gate of heaven has
been opened and the Promised One has come with a Book
which none has comprehended save God, the Supreme, the
Self-Subsisting. Remind My loved ones of My presence and
give them the glad-tidings of My grace, and illumine them
with the lights of My utterance. Verily thy Lord is the Mighty,
the Glorious, the All-Loving.”

Say: “By God! The Fire speaks forth - the Chosen One has
come with manifest sovereignty.” Verily the All-Hearing hears
from all things among all things. The Hidden has been revealed
through a Cause against which neither hosts nor ranks can
stand. He calls out before the faces of princes with that which
the True One, the Knower of the unseen, has commanded.

5 Today the Call is raised high, the Sun of Truth has dawned,

the waves of the ocean of the Most Merciful’s utterance are
manifest before all religions, yet the servants remain veiled
and deprived. We complain unto Thee of those who attribute
themselves to Us yet have committed that which has caused
My heart and My Pen to lament until now. From various
directions complaints have reached the Most Holy Court. In
the land of Ha and Mim, a certain soul has acted in such way
that the veil of sanctity was rent. We do not wish to mention
the names of the heedless. Verily thy Lord is the Concealer,
the All-Patient, the Kind, the Generous.

In brief, unworthy deeds have caused the fire of divine love to
grow cold. Complaints have come from Kurdistan and other
places. Glory be to God! They attribute themselves to the
Lord of existence and the praiseworthy station, yet their deeds
are rejected deeds. The people of Baha, concerning whom He
says that a one-year-old child of that Day is mightier than all
who are in the Bayan - now it is observed that through the
abhorrent deeds of those nurtured by self and passion, they
turn away from the Truth Itself. The previous party is now
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seen to be stronger, for despite wine-drinking, idol-worship,
and the deceit and trickery of some companions, they did not
slip from the path.

In brief, from some the known station has become unknown
and the flourishing station has been laid waste. Acceptance has
turned to rejection - we seek refuge in God from their words
and deeds. Your honor has long dwelled beneath the pavilions
of grandeur and reposed in the vicinity of mercy. You are aware
of the sanctity and purity of the Cause. Wonder upon wonder!
Beseech God to erase such letters by His mighty hand. God
effaces what He wills and confirms what He wills, and with
Him is the Mother Book.

Your honor knows how many tribulations this Wronged One
has endured, how many times imprisoned, and from the earliest
days until now has been in the hands of enemies. Nevertheless,
night and day We have been occupied with assisting the Cause
of God and voicing the exaltation of His Word, such that no
fair-minded one can deny. The Cause of this Wronged One
has been and is as clear as the sun. Grief has encompassed
Us to such degree that its reckoning is beyond the world and
its causes. Their deeds have saddened Me, their actions have
weakened Me, and their words have bewildered Me. We be-
seech God to make His servants aware, that all may gaze to-
ward the highest horizon and what appears from His presence,
not toward those who cling to self and soar on wings of passion.

Your letter arrived and was honored to be heard before the
Face. Ibn-i-Abhar, upon him be My glory, has presented a
detailed account of his affairs to the Most Holy Court, therefore
he is not permitted to proceed to the land of Sad. If your honor
yourself, after staying some time in the land of Shin, should
proceed to that land, it would be loved. Ask God to raise up
such servants as are worthy of this supreme honor and mighty
gift, who will summon the people of the contingent world to
the horizon of the All-Merciful through wisdom and utterance.

In these days petitions from Ismi-Jamal and Ali-Qabil-Akbar,
as well as a letter from Ali-Haydar, upon them be the Glory
of God, have arrived addressed to Jud. Praise be to God,
they are adorned with the ornament of steadfastness and are
holding fast to the cord of His Cause. We beseech God to make
them the banners of His remembrance among His creation and
the standards of His signs amongst His servants. Verily, He is
powerful over all things.
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Thou didst make mention of the friends of God. Each one is
favored with the waves of the ocean of divine mercy and infinite
bounties. Convey to all of them the greetings of the Wronged
One and say: Today is the day of mention and utterance and
service to the Cause. Strive ye, that perchance in this blessed
Day ye may attain unto that which shall cause your names to
be mentioned in God’s Book throughout the kingdom of earth
and heaven.

O Haydar! By the life of the Lord of Destiny, were the faithful
to become aware of what hath been ordained for each one of
them, they would see themselves above the world and would
arise with complete dedication to serve the Cause. Verily thy
Lord is the All-Knowing, the Expounding One.
was granted for thee to proceed to the land of Shin. Time and
again thy mention hath been made at the Most Holy Court.
Two days ago the Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet was revealed
from the heaven of God’s Will. When thou attainest unto it
and findest the fragrance of thy Lord’s utterance, say:

Permission

Praise be unto Thee, O Thou Who art wronged by the world,
for having illumined the hearts and minds with the lights of
Thy knowledge and for having revealed unto Thy servants that
which was hidden in Thy knowledge. I beseech Thee by the fire
of the Tree of Thy Cause and by the lights of Thy countenance
to assist Thy loved ones to perform such deeds as are befitting
of Thy days. Do Thou raise up, O my God, through Thy power
and sovereignty, such servants as will remember Thee, praise
Thee and promote Thy Cause. Verily Thou art powerful over
whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee,
the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

O Haydar-Qabil-Ali! Upon thee be My Glory and loving-
kindness. The matters mentioned in the letter of Ismi-Jud were
submitted to the Most Holy Court. They were seen, and at this
moment the response hath been revealed from the Supreme
Pen. Ibn-i-Abhar, upon him be My Glory, is occupied, as per-
mitted, with his necessary affairs, and later, God willing, he
will undertake that which will cause the Word of God to be
exalted. In any case, it is essential that someone in the land of
Sad should, for the sake of God, engage with perfect wisdom
in reforming and educating souls. However, at present no one
capable of this task can be found. We beseech God to raise up
in that place and other lands one who will arise therein and
give the glad-tidings of God’s Manifestation and His Cause.

His honor Aqa Siyyid Mustafa is, praise be to God, engaged
in service. We beseech God to strengthen him and aid him
to achieve what He loves and is pleased with, and to exalt
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His Cause through him. Verily, He is powerful over all things.
Permission for your journey to the land of Shin was sent via
telegraph through His honor Ali, upon him be My Glory. Be-
hold the signs of God’s mercy and grace, then give thanks to
thy Lord, the All-Bountiful, the Generous.

Thou didst make mention of the imprisoned one. Previously,
words were revealed from the Supreme Pen concerning him
which are the cause of his salvation in this world and the next,
and they are these:

My God, my God! I have turned unto Thee, holding fast to
Thy cord and clinging to the hem of the robe of Thy mercy,
detached from all else save Thee. Ordain for me that which
will draw me nigh unto Thee and make me a helper of Thy
Cause through the wisdom Thou hast revealed in Thy Book.
Verily, Thou art the All-Powerful, the Almighty.

Ask thou of God that they may be assisted to achieve that
which hath shone forth from the horizon of the utterance of
the All-Merciful.

Thou didst mention Jinab-i-Ghulam-Qabli-Husayn, upon him
be the Glory of God, who hastened, attained, heard and
achieved victory. Praise be to God, they are ever remembered
and are recipients of His grace. Verily, all that hath been
revealed by the Supreme Pen shall, in due time, become
manifest as the sun. Thy Lord is indeed the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed, the Almighty, the Omnipotent. He changeth
the Command as He pleaseth and will change it as He willeth.
Verily, He hath come from the horizon of power, and on His
right is the banner of ‘He doeth what He willeth’

Mention was made of the friends in Dawlatabad. Blessed are
they and joy be unto them. The Wronged One hath turned
His face toward them from the horizon of the prison and hath
remembered them in such wise as shall endure throughout the
dominion of earth and heaven. The Herald, namely the Primal
Point, hath declared that a one-year-old seed of His Day is
mightier than all who are in the Bayan. The few souls in
Dawlatabad have, God willing, attained unto this station, for
neither the doubts of the dubious nor the misgivings of the
ungodly affected these souls. They are firm in the Truth and
detached from aught else. Happy are they, blessed are they.
Remember them on My behalf and give them the glad-tidings
of My grace and mercy.

Hadi of Dawlatabad is truly observed to be one of the turbaned
folk of the Shi’ih party. Say: O hapless one! Thou who wert
a Shi’ih, why didst thou abandon it only to cleave to it again?
The fruit of this will be that, like that same party, thou wilt
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engage in cursing and reviling the Truth, and ultimately pro-
nounce the verdict for His martyrdom. Dost thou recall what
issued from thy tongue at the beginning of the Revelation?
We were not present with thee, yet We heard thine unseemly
words. In any case, that heedless one is occupied with arrang-
ing Jabulga and Jabulsa and the realm of falsehood. Say:

O my God, my God! Purify the hearts of Thy servants from
the mention of aught else but Thee, and illumine them with
the lights of Thy knowledge. Then assist them to turn unto
Thee and to behold Thy signs and to hearken unto the rustling
of Thy Pen. Verily Thou art the One Who hath power over
whatsoever He willeth, and Thou art the Protector, the Self-
Subsisting.

Thou didst mention His Honor the Secretary, upon him be
the Glory of God. He hath been and is beneath the glance of
grace. We beseech God to assist His loved ones in that which
will cause the exaltation of His Word and lead to eternal and
abiding remembrance. At the end of the utterance, this most
exalted word is revealed in response to the request of His Honor
‘Ali, upon him be the Glory of God: Should you tarry for a
while in the Land of Shin with wisdom, it would be acceptable
in the presence of the Wronged One, and should you meet with
certain ones for a few days with complete wisdom, it would
not be without fruit, for We have accepted the petition of His
Honor ‘Ali. Verily thy Lord is the Ordainer, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

Your servant’s other letter dated the second of Sha’ban ar-
rived at this moment when the Most Exalted Pen is in motion.
We saw and heard that you again mentioned the friends of
Dawlatabad. Blessed are they! Praise be to God, they have
attained eternal prosperity. We beseech God to strengthen
them at all times to dispel vain imaginings and to establish
that which hath been sent down from the heaven of God’s will,
the Lord of the worlds. O Haydar-‘Ali! Upon thee be My glory.
This station that was mentioned is most great - this is the sta-
tion wherein “God doth blot out or confirm what He pleaseth,
and with Him is the Mother Book.”

5 The mention of the people of that land hath repeatedly flowed

from the Most Exalted Pen, and each one hath attained that
before which the world is as naught and non-existent. Give
them once again the glad-tidings of My loving-kindness and
remind them of that which hath been sent down for them from
the heaven of My Pen. In the days when all the rulers of the
earth arose to extinguish the fire and put out the light, the
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deluded souls remained veiled behind the clouds of fancy, and
when the light of the Cause shone forth from the horizon of
the heaven of will and the fire of wrath and might somewhat
subsided, they ran forth like wolves from the jungles of self
and passion and purposed that which caused the highest Par-
adise and the exalted Garden to tremble. We beseech God to
grant His servants a portion from the ocean of wisdom, that
perchance they may act with justice and not conceal the Truth,
exalted be His glory, and His signs behind the veils of rejection
and denial. He is the Powerful, the Mighty.

26 Thou didst mention ‘Ali-Akbar - upon him be My glory and

loving-kindness. This word of thine is accounted among the
most sublime words, for from it wafteth the fragrance of love
and harmony and unity, which have ever been well-pleasing
before the Throne. Well is it with thee and well is it with him,
blessed art thou and blessed is he. And by this word thou
hast again become the possessor of the word of divine good-
pleasure. Give thanks unto thy Lord for a bounty the like and
similitude of which none can find were it to remain suspended
in the heaven of thy Lord’s will. Say: Thine is the praise, O
Lord of all names, and Thine is the glory, O Thou in Whose
grasp is the dominion of earth and heaven, and Thine is the
grace, O Thou Who art the Lord of justice, and Thine is the
bounty, O Thou Who art the Sovereign of creation. I beseech
Thee by Thy Name through which earthquakes seized all the
tribes, to aid Thy loved ones, Thy chosen ones, Thy envoys and
Thy trustees to perform such deeds and make such mention as
will tranquilize souls and illumine hearts. Verily Thou art God,
the Mighty, the Beloved.

O Haydar-‘Ali! Repeatedly have answers to thy questions been
sent down. Verily, thy Lord is the Bestower, the Mighty, the
All-Knowing. Concerning the Shadow, all must remain silent.
The loved ones must not utter a word without God’s leave.
Once again, make mention of the friends on behalf of the
Wronged One. They have ever been and shall ever remain
remembered. We beseech God to unite all and illumine them
with the light of harmony, that they may arise to serve and
be detached and free from all else but God. Praise be to God,
thou hast been successful and hast associated with the servants
in a spirit of joy and fragrance.

The names mentioned, both past and present, have each at-
tained unto the Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet. Blessed is
he who hath attained unto the pearls of divine knowledge from
the ocean of his Lord’s utterance, the Mighty, the Bestower.
God willing, may they discover the fragrances of the Tablets.
These fragrances enhance sight, hearing, speech and utterance.
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O My loved ones! Strive that perchance ye may purify the
world from the dust and smoke of greed and hatred. By the
life of God! Should they who have turned to Him arise as they
ought, ere long they shall witness all regions as one region and
all the sections of the earth as a single section. To this beareth
witness the Mother Book in this exalted station.

The glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of My King-
dom be upon thee and upon them that love thee and serve thee
and hearken to thy word in this mighty and wondrous Cause.
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To: Ibn-i-Abhar et al.
Date: 1305 ¢ [1887-1888]

In the Name of the All-Knowing Expositor!

The Promise hath come, and He Who is Promised declareth:
O thou who art mentioned before the Throne and who standest
before the Face! If today a single word were to appear from
the treasuries of the love of God’s chosen ones, the ignorant
ones of the earth would arise to extinguish the lights of the
Manifestation of Him Who conversed on Sinai. For a time, si-
lence must needs be observed. Mirza Baqir, who is now called
Sadr’ul-‘Ulama, once attained Our presence in Iraq. Verily, We
found him bereft of knowledge and wisdom. Later in the land
of Taff he became an associate of Siyyid Muhammad. What
he heard thereafter is evident. By God’s life, it was and is not
worthy of mention. Siyyid Muhammad, Hadi and he were not
with Us and are ignorant of the root of the Cause. Likewise,
Ibn-i-Mas’ud met Us but once. These souls have been men-
tioned and counted in the Book of God by the Divine Pen as
being like the narrators of Jabulga and Jabulsa and the realm
of falsehood.

Glory be to God! What were the signs of the Manifestation,
and from where did the Qa’im appear? Say: O people of the
Bayan, speak with justice and fairness. Do not again afflict
the helpless people with vain imaginings. Today the Finger
of Power hath rent asunder the veils of glory and removed
the coverings. Be not occupied, like the former people, with
tyranny, oppression and the shedding of blood. These have
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taken vain imagination as their lord instead of God. By My
life, they were and are deprived of truthfulness and sincerity.
The foul odor of deceitful souls hath altered and destroyed the
cities of truth and purity. Praise and thanks be to God that
such souls who are the dawning-places of hypocrisy in the world
have not entered the luminous garden of inner meanings. In
times of fear they are the first to deny, and in times of security
the first to believe. The life and conduct of such souls is an
eloquent witness and truthful testimony to their falsehood and
hypocrisy. For were they truthful, they would have attained
martyrdom. Nay, by God! They were not and are not worthy
of this station and deserving of this most great favor.

He who hath been named Sadr’ul-‘Ulama without merit par-
taketh of the king’s salt, yet from head to foot manifest signs
of his ingratitude are evident and visible. In the mosque and in
the presence of the divines he is counted among the defenders
of religion, while before the government authorities he is men-
tioned as being of that party. Strange it is that to this day the
government authorities have not recognized such souls. Night
and day they are occupied with deceit and cunning. They led
Ahmad Kirmani astray through false accusations that caused
the lamentation of truth and the wailing of justice to be raised
up, yvet His Excellency the Deputy, despite being informed,
issued no judgment in accordance with justice. You and the
fair-minded know that Dawlat-Abadi and Mirza Baqir Isfahani
- who without merit was named Sadr’ul-‘Ulama - are the insti-
gators, and each day they are occupied with digging pits for
the government and these wronged ones. God will soon reveal
what is in their hearts through His exalted Word in the Surih
of Lugman: “If it be the weight of a grain of mustard seed, and
though it be in a rock, or in the heavens, or in the earth, God
will bring it forth...” to the end of the verse.

O thou who art remembered before the Wronged One! This is
the Day wherein hidden things shall be made manifest. The
treachery of the eyes and the secrets of the hearts have been
and shall be revealed. Blessed are the fair-minded ones! For
forty years this Wronged One hath held the reins of affairs
and summoned the people of God to tranquility, dignity and
love for the sovereign, taking from them a firm covenant that
they would not, under any circumstances, molest anyone in the
dominions of His Majesty the Sultan - may the All-Merciful as-
sist him - even should the heedless tear them asunder, piece
by piece. A clear witness and faithful testimony to this is
the recent incident in the land of Yazd, where the steadfast
and assured souls folded their arms while those bereft of jus-
tice and fairness cut seven souls to pieces, then stoned them,
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then extracted their pure and holy bodies from beneath the
stones, set them aflame with oil and burned them, and then
commanded the Jews to carry away their bones and cast them
into pits. Glory be to God! First they seized whatever worldly
goods they possessed. Verily, such tyranny was manifested
as hath had no parallel from the beginning of the world until
now. Then they martyred His Eminence Khalil with the most
grievous torment. They have drunk of the blood of the believ-
ers in such measure as neither the Tigris nor the Euphrates,
neither the Oxus nor the Sihon can equal.

i O son of Abhar! Say to the Greater Nabil and Fadil: By the

life of God! The cord of divine prevention hath bound their
mighty hands, and the chain of the firm decree of the Lord hath
held them back from aggression. In the early dawn, the breezes
of the All-Merciful’s mercy passed over what remained of those
bodies, and from their rustling was heard that which caused
tablet and pen to weep. Some of these wronged ones had no
mother to weep and lament for them; therefore did the Mother
of the Bayan lament and the Mother of the Book weep. Have
the tyrannical souls not yet awakened? Say: O people! Hold
fast to justice and fairness, and cling to the hem of God’s reli-
gion. Religion is a manifest light and an impregnable fortress
for the protection and preservation of the people of the world.
How excellent was that which was formerly spoken:

Whatever thou seest save His love - that is religion, paint it in
thy heart; Whatever thou findest save God - that is an idol,
break it to pieces.

O son of Abhar! Upon thee be the Glory of God, the Lord of
Destiny! Today the people of Baha must cleave unto unity and
concord, and through wisdom and utterance adorn the people
of the world with the light of justice and fairness. Glory be
to God! Until now His Majesty the King hath not become
aware of the good intent of this Wronged One, though the peo-
ple of God are well aware of it. This Wronged One hath, in
most of His Tablets, made mention of His Majesty and hath be-
seeched from God-glorified be His mention—justice for him and
sought fairness on his behalf. We beseech the Most High at this
moment to illumine him with the light of justice which shall
endure as long as the Kingdom of God, the Mighty, the Won-
drous, shall endure. It is hoped that His Majesty the sovereign
will consider the Covenant of this Wronged One as binding.
That which hath been recorded by the Most Exalted Pen can-
not be effaced, nor will it be altered by the passage of time.
The Book itself beareth witness to this in this glorious and
resplendent station.
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O son of Abhar! We beseech God in these days to sanctify and
purify the gatherings of His loved ones from the hypocrites,
and to illumine and adorn them with the light of power and
certitude, that perchance the world may be illumined by this
brilliant and radiant light. This is the Day of steadfastness
and the Day of utterance. The pearls of wisdom and utterance
and the gems of knowledge and understanding have appeared
and continue to appear from the mine of man. Blessed is he
who hath forsaken all else, holding fast unto My Strong Cord.
With thy Lord is the knowledge of all things in a Clear Book.

O son of Abhar! The ocean of divine utterance is seen to
be surging, and the effulgences of the Sun of Truth are so
radiantly manifest that the eyes of those near unto God fall
short of beholding them. Beseech the True One that He may
cause the people of Baha to appear in such wise that none
shall find occasion for turning away or objecting. That which
is the cause of supreme joy in the Most Holy and Most Glorious
Court is that in these days, when various factions in Iran have
each clung to that which is contrary to the government, the
people of Baha, through God’s grace, have held fast to the
cord of patience and clung to the hem of resignation. No act
that would cause mischief or give rise to discord hath appeared
from them, despite the fire of oppression that was kindled in
the land of Ya and the smoke that encompassed the land of Ta.
Would that the government were aware of the intention and
commandments that have been sent forth to all regions from
the heaven of the will of the Most Exalted Pen.

The people of Iran had no educator and reached maturity with-
out training. Therefore their badge and garment have been and
continue to be ignorance and discourtesy. Say: O people! The
first ornament for the temple of man is courtesy. Hold fast
unto it and be not of the heedless ones. In the Tablet of the
World, the degrees and stations of courtesy have been revealed
and sent down from the heaven of knowledge. Blessed is he
who hath attained thereunto. Verily it is among the pearls
of the shells of this mighty ocean. Well is it with him who
hath witnessed, seen and acted according to that which was
commanded in the Tablets of God, the Lord of the worlds.

Should anyone ask thee about the Glory, say: He is under the
claws of hatred; and should anyone ask thee about the Ark of
God, say: It is amidst the waves. By God’s life! We behold
the lamp amid the winds. Despite the afHlictions that have
befallen Us and the calamities that have descended and en-
compassed Us, the tongue of grandeur in the prison speaketh
forth with manifest verses, and the Most Exalted Pen moveth
in remembrance of the loved ones. The loved ones and leaves
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in that land have been and are remembered in the court of
the Wronged One. In accordance with the requirements of wis-
dom, We have concealed their names. Say: This is the day of
steadfastness, this is the day of triumph, and this is the day for
the appearance of the gems of human meaning from the mine
of man. We beseech and implore God that He may protect
the Hands of His Cause and make them manifest with that
which beseemeth His days and adorn them therewith. He is
the Powerful, the Mighty. In truth I say: whosoever appeareth
today with the light of supreme steadfastness is recorded and
inscribed by the Most Exalted Pen in the Crimson Book as
being of the company of the exalted ones.

As to those in the land of whom thou didst make mention, We
have heard and hearkened. The friends in that land occupy
the first rank in the Divine Book. We fervently hope that in
that exalted land vain imaginings will not spread and that all
may be illumined and attain unto true divine unity. We are
with Our loved ones, We hear and see, and verily We are the
All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. All the friends of that land have
been and are remembered in the Most Holy Court. Adorn thou
kindred T and A with the essence of divine glorification and
say: Verily, We are with thee in all conditions. The fruits of
the tree of man are trust in God and steadfastness. Hold fast
unto these through a command from God, the Ordainer, the
All-Wise.

Each one of the friends must be as firm and steadfast as a
mountain and must regard the opposers and deniers as non-
existent. If someone attains unto the station of hearkening to
the Most Exalted Word, they should convey it. If it is accepted,
the purpose is achieved; if not, contention is vain. We beseech
God to aid the people of Baha in that which conduces to unity,
concord, love and fellowship. He is the Powerful, the Mighty.
In these days, due to the absence of hearing faculties, silence
is preferable until such time as God creates another people - a
promise from Him. He is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.
Ere long shall the pavilion of divine glory encompass the world.
O people of God! These sublime words and resplendent verses
were previously revealed specifically for one of the friends. It
is beloved that the people of Baha should recite them in a
state of detachment and devotion, that they may attain unto
that which diffuses the fragrance of acceptance. Command and
judgment are in the grasp of God’s will, the Lord of all worlds.

He is the One Who speaketh in the Kingdom of Utterance
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The essence of praise and glorification and the reality of thanks-
giving and laudation befit the Most Holy and Exalted Court of
Him Who is the Possessor of all existence and the Sovereign of
the unseen and the seen, Who hath caused innumerable books
to bow down before the ranks of letters, and through the hosts
of words hath raised the banners of verses in the precincts of
hearts and minds, and hath manifested the ocean of knowledge
before the faces of all religions through the waves of wisdom
and utterance. Through one point from the preamble of the
Book of Grace He shed light upon the world; the trees and
fruits spoke with most eloquent utterance the blessed word
“The All-Merciful hath come.” Through one drop from the
ocean of His mercy bestowed upon the lands of existence, the
fruits of knowledge and wisdom and the mysteries of truth and
recognition became manifest and evident. His is the grace and
power, His the grandeur and authority. The might of the world
could not weaken His strength, and the power of nations could
not prevent His authority. In all conditions He spoke “The
Kingdom is God’s, the Most High.” The cawing of the crows
and the clamor of the transgressors could not prevent His will,
nor impede the influence of His purpose. Despite the rancor of
the divines and the might of rulers, the Supreme Pen moved
at all times, speaking these sublime words in most eloquent
language:

7 My God, my God! Thou hast lit the lamp of Thy Cause with

the oil of wisdom; protect it from contrary winds. The lamp
is Thine, the glass is Thine, all things in heaven and earth are
in the grasp of Thy power. Grant justice to rulers and fairness
to divines. Thou art the One Who, through the movement
of the Pen, hath aided Thy conclusive Cause and guided Thy
loved ones. Thou art the Possessor of power and the King of
might. There is none other God but Thee, the Mighty, the
Self-Subsisting.

O Son of Abhar! Upon thee be My glory! Convey to his honour
‘A.T. a most holy greeting from the Wronged One, sanctified
from the defilements of the world. We have once again made
mention of him, that he may detach himself from all else save
God and hold fast to the cord of the Most Great Steadfastness,
and cling to that which God hath ordained.

O ‘Attar! Upon thee be My glory! Convey greetings and saluta-
tions to all the members of that household. All are illumined
by the fragrances of divine revelation and the sweet-scented
breezes of inspiration. Of the Tablets thou didst request, some
have been sent, and others will be forwarded later. In these
days, the matter of mention and writing hath reached such
a pass that time hath become like the philosopher’s stone for
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the scribes present. The remembered and the non-existent
are alike. Make mention of the other friends who are scattered
abroad. Verily thy Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Ever-Flowing,
the Mighty, the All-Giving. The glory shining forth from the
horizon of the heaven of My loving-kindness and the light ra-
diating from the direction of My grace be upon thee and upon
those whom doubt hath not prevented from drawing nigh unto
God, the Lord of the Mighty Throne.

u\u;’;%‘.ﬁf\)u, oo sprse
! uu;\,,.j\ uau\ Jadl o K

u‘&ubﬂ‘; GL“ Lf‘o"wuﬂ“
il Gl Oy )R e

INBA65:064x, INBA30:103x, AVK3.418.06x,
AHM.357x, DWNP__ v6#09 p.001x,
AQMJ1.168ax, MSHR5.297x, YIA.149-154

BHO00351

To: Ghulam Ali father of Mihdi Kashani et al.
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

This is the Epistle of God, the Help-in-Peril, the Self-Subsisting
He is God, exalted is He in wisdom and utterance

O Ghulam-Qabli-‘Ali! Repeatedly has thy mention been made
in the presence of the Wronged One, and likewise the letters
thou hast sent to the friends of God have each been presented
and heard. From the heaven of especial bounty, replies have
repeatedly been sent down for thee and for Mihdi. Blessed art
thou for having confined thy affairs to the remembrance and
praise of God and the promotion of His Cause. We beseech
God to aid thee and thy son in that which befitteth His Most
Great Cause and His Mighty Call.

His Honor Ismu’llah, upon him be My Glory, forwarded thy
letter to the Most Holy Court several days ago. It was perused
and heard. Well is it with thee and with those who have drunk
the choice wine of utterance from the hand of the bounty of
their Lord, the All-Merciful. By choice wine is meant at times
the divine verses themselves, and at times His love - whoso
drinketh thereof shall never thirst. This choice wine bestoweth
life and conferreth eternal existence. In another sense, what is
meant by it are the hidden pearls within the utterance of the
Goal of all worlds, and its chalices are the writings revealed
by the Supreme Pen. This choice wine shall never perish but
hath been and ever shall be preserved by divine will, sealed
with the seal of infallibility. When by God’s leave We removed
its seal in this Most Great Revelation by the hand of power,
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the sincere ones, those near to God, and those who were ready
perceived its fragrance and hastened toward it.

In one station, choice wine refers to the means that lead man to
his Source and spread the carpet of detachment before him. In
another station, choice wine is the blessed word of unity itself
- whoso attaineth unto it hath attained unto the knowledge of
God, the Lord of all worlds. And in yet another station, it hath
been and is His Hands of the Cause - they are the cupbearers
of the choice wine of recognition. Blessed is the soul that hath
attained thereunto. Within this choice wine lieth concealed
true investigation. Every ear that hath been blessed to hear
it is numbered with the dwellers of the City of Immortality in
the sight of God. This is the water that bestoweth eternal life
and is the cause of everlasting existence. Today the Hand of
God giveth and bestoweth. We beseech Him to enable all to
attain unto this spiritual, true choice wine and to deprive no
one. He is the Bountiful, the Powerful.

Were ye to count its meanings, ye could not
reckon them. Praise the Goal of the world Who hath turned
toward thee on this night of the blessed month of Ramadan
and maketh mention of thee. His Honor Amin hath set out
for those parts several days ago. We beseech God to make
him like rain clouds for the soil of His knowledge, that ears of
recognition may spring forth therefrom for the followers of all
religions. Verily He is the Powerful, the Mighty, the Bestower.

Thou didst mention those who have turned toward God. Each
hath been blessed with His grace and adorned with the or-
nament of His greatest mention. However, O Ghulam, upon
thee be My Glory, each day petitions arrive at the Most Holy
Court, and likewise letters to the friends, each bearing numer-
ous names. Therefore time hath become like the rarest elixir -
scarce, nay, unobtainable. Hence if replies are delayed, there
is and hath been no harm in this. Praise be to God, whosoever
turneth toward Him is blessed in that moment, before it and
after it, with God’s mention and the attention of His merci-
ful grace. Verily thy Lord is the Master of existence and the
Knower of things unseen. There is no God but He, the Single,
the One, the Mighty, the Beloved.

O Ghulam-Husayn-i-Harami-baf! Upon thee be the Glory of
God

O Ghulam-i-Qabli-Husayn! The Lord of the worlds hath made
mention of thee from His Most Great Prison. We testify that
thou hast attained unto His remembrance, hast turned toward
His horizon, and hast drunk the choice wine of His love from
the hand of the bounty of His loved ones who have cast aside
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the world and taken hold of that which they were bidden by
God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

O ‘Ali-i-Qabli-Akbar! The hidden mystery hath been made
manifest and the Most Great Countenance illumined with the
light of the Countenance. By God! The Cause hath appeared
quicker than the twinkling of an eye. It behooveth him who
hath believed in destiny to cast aside what the people possess
and to turn with his heart unto God, the Lord of the Mighty
Throne. Thou hast at this hour attained unto My mention, My
acceptance and My turning toward thee. Well is it with thee
and with him who hath attained unto this manifest Cause.

O Isma’il! Art thou still or in motion, art thou attracted or
holding fast? Cast aside the paths of the ascetics who have bro-
ken God’s covenant and His testament in this most wondrous,
most mighty, most great and glorious Manifestation.

O Mir Abu’l-Qasim! Thy name was present before the
Wronged One, and He hath made mention of thee in such
wise as hath caused the fragrance of the Merciful’s garment to
waft throughout all creation. When thou findest and knowest,
say: “Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of the worlds, for having
adorned me with the ornament of Thy utterance while I was
among the heedless among Thy servants. I beseech Thee to
make me so strong through Thy power that neither the doubts
of the wayward among the people of the Bayan nor the might
of the divines of Iran may hold me back. Verily Thou art the
One Who hath power over whatsoever He willeth, and in Thy
grasp are the reins of all who are in the heavens and on earth.”

O Mir Muhammad-‘Ali! Hast thou turned toward the Most
High Horizon or art thou among those who hesitate? Say:
“By Thy glory, O Thou the Desire of the world! I have turned
unto Thee and have turned away from all else beside Thee.
Verily Thou hearest and seest, and Thou art the All-Hearing,
the All-Seeing.”

O Mahmud! Upon thee be My glory. Hearken unto My call
which hath been raised from My station and draweth all nigh
unto the Dayspring of God’s revelation, the Mighty, the Praise-
worthy. Take hold of thy Lord’s verses with strength from Him.
Say: “Praise be unto Thee, O Thou Who hast illumined my
heart with the light of Thy knowledge and hast sent down
unto me that which hath attracted the hearts of those who are
endowed with understanding.”
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O Muhammad-i-Qabli-Baqir! Thou hast attained unto My
mention, My verses and My tablets. Blessed art thou for hav-
ing turned unto the Desired One in the earliest days and for
having drunk the sealed wine when most of mankind were de-
barred therefrom. Glory be upon thee and upon thy father
and upon those who have turned unto the Countenance and
have acknowledged that which hath been sent down from the
heaven of God’s will, the Mighty, the Powerful.

O Muhammad-Aqa! We have indeed found the fragrance of
thy love and have witnessed thy turning toward Us. We have
turned toward thee and made mention of thee in such wise as
to illuminate the horizon of love amongst the servants. We be-
seech God to assist thee in His remembrance and to adorn thee
with the Most Great Steadfastness. Verily He is the Mighty,
the All-Knowing, the Wise.

We make mention of Aqa Baba and give him the glad-tidings
of God’s remembrance of him, and We counsel him with that
whereby the stations of man are elevated in the contingent
world. Verily He hath power over whatsoever He willeth. There
is none other God but He, the Single, the One, the Mighty,
the Great. O son of my heart! The servant hath made men-
tion of thee, and We have sent down from the heaven of Our
mercy that which causeth the flowers of knowledge and wis-
dom to spring forth from the soil of hearts. Be thankful and
say: “Praise be unto Thee, O Thou the Goal of the world! And
glory be unto Thee, O Thou the Beloved of those who are in
the heavens and on earth!”

His honor Arbab ‘Ali, upon him be the Glory of God!

O Arbab ‘Ali! Praise thy Lord, for He hath turned unto thee
and heard thy call. He hath answered thee with words through
which the rain of bounty hath descended from the clouds of
God’s mercy. Blessed is the servant who hath attained there-
unto and recognized its station, and woe unto the heedless.

His honor Ghulam-Husayn, upon him be the Glory of God!

O Ghulam-Husayn! Who enabled thee to turn unto Him? Say:
God, the Mighty, the Powerful! And who made thee know His
Cause? Say: He Who created me, through His grace, for He
is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous! And who mentioned
thee on this darksome night? Say: My Lord, the Forgiving, the
Merciful! Blessed is the ear that hath been honored to hear
the Call, and the eye that hath beheld the signs of God, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

His honor Aga Siyyid Muhammad, upon him be the Glory of
God!
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O Tongue of Grandeur! One of thy branches, who is named L;c*' 6.‘6\ Slas| dal ol ddidl Ol L 23

Diya, is commanded to make mention of him who is named
Muhammad after Siyyid, that he may inhale the fragrance of
God, the Self-Subsisting. He hath turned unto him and re-
membered him with verses from which the light of God, the
Mighty, the Loving, hath shone forth. O Muhammad! We
have made mention of him who hath turned toward Our hori-
zon, and have sent down for him that whereby the heaven of
bounty hath rained upon all who dwell in the kingdom of cre-
ation. Verily thy Lord is the Powerful over what He willeth,
and He is the Truth, the Knower of things unseen.

His honor Aqa Husayn-i-Shikari, upon him be the glory of God

O Husayn! The Wronged One maketh mention of thee from
this His Station that hath been named with the Most Beautiful
Names of God, that thou mayest render thanks unto thy Lord,
the Sovereign of all existence. He hath willed to make mention
of His loved ones in this exalted Station. Beware lest the veils
of the people hold thee back, or the tyranny of those who have
denied the Promised One deter thee.

His honor Ustad Husayn, upon him be the glory of God

Hearken unto the Call from this Most Glorious
Horizon. Verily, it hath been raised up in truth by the Lord
of the seen and the unseen. Blessed is the servant who hath
been privileged to witness the Days of God and hath inhaled
the fragrances of the Bayan from His preserved Tablet. Cast
away that which the people possess and take hold of that which
thou hast been commanded by the Lord, the Sovereign of the
hosts. Render praise unto Thee, O Light of the world, for
having made mention of us in Thy Most Great Prison. I bear
witness that Thou hast manifested that which was treasured
in knowledge and hidden from all eyes.

His honor Aga Ismail, upon him be the glory of God

O Ismail! The discourse of sacrifice hath returned, and the
Most Great Sacrifice hath appeared, yet most of the people
understand not that the Promised One hath been made man-
ifest through divine favor, hath ascended the throne of glory,
while most men recognize Him not. They have cast the com-
mand of God behind their backs, clinging to their vain imag-
inings. Behold the Revelation of thy Lord, His power and His
sovereignty — verily, He hath appeared and manifested whatso-
ever He desired through His word “Be, and it is.” How many a
sacrifice did We send forth with the spirit and divine fragrance,
who offered up his life upon this extended Path! Thus hath
the matter been decreed by God, the Lord of this frequented
House.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

O35 s o g e e S O L
UL 53 5 ) 31 &) il gl
US3 B a2 b spad) sl Bl 5 L s
To sl b U515 1 ) 31 o
2 S O UV gl e e sl

sl eV G Tl el

o A alie o pall ST e U
a s ) Sl Ky Kl ) il STl
SU g Pl Vs G el 53 o s
ol 3 St ) 08 Ol S O

TN

Al L e e slid Ol

8l g ¥ Y s e Tl el e |
sl 5 ol Sl 0l e L i)
o O OB e ey 5 A ¢L¢1.;B~wa,}b
o,\t».l:.,pﬂ\prczby'é\b)
W S5 skl S Ol s o &
adl eV o G F53 LW s L
@,:«MM&@@ 9K L okl S

05l e

A el ae ol BT Ol

S b 20 ey B el |
s OV Oagih Y oSS el 5 el
U A Je sl ¢ Jadl b
s Al ) ks Opm Y a S|
aseh G OB e e L s
STl bl s b &) wllale y w5, 5 SO
;C;:Me ol )) el o0 £ 0553 S Ao
spdedl LAl s 3 amy, 38 5 Ol
s SOl dil g oo PV g8 SIS

sseadl Cl

46

24

25

26

27

29



31

39

Vol. 87: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part IV

BH00351

His honor Mirza Faraj’u’llah, upon him be the glory of God

O Faraju’llah! We have made mention of thee and of those
who have believed, with a mention that hath encompassed the
world, yet the people comprehend not. They have denied the
Proof of God and His testimony, and have committed that
which hath caused the near ones to lament. They have cast
aside the Book of God and seized upon their desires, though
they perceive it not.

His honor Aqa Muhammad-Rida, upon him be the glory of
God

O Muhammad-Qabli-Rida! Blessed is the servant who hath
drunk the choice wine of utterance from the chalice of My
bounty and hath attained unto the traces of My Pen - that
Pen which, when It moveth upon the Tablet, causeth all exis-
tence, both seen and unseen, to move. Blessed art thou, inas-
much as the Ancient Beauty hath turned toward thee from this
forbidden quarter.

Jinab-i-Aga Shukru’llah, upon him be the Glory of God

O Shukru’llah! Give thanks unto thy Lord, for the ocean of
God’s loving-kindness, the Lord of all worlds, hath turned to-
ward thee. Say: I thank Thee, O my God, and I praise Thee, O
my Lord, and I remember Thee, O Thou Master of them that
know. I beseech Thee, by the breathings of Thy Revelation, to
assist me in that which beseemeth Thy glorious Day.

i Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Kazim, upon him be the Glory of God

O Kazim, after Siyyid! The Countenance of the Ancient One
hath turned toward thee from this exalted station, and re-
membereth thee with that which draweth thee nigh unto God,
the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Blessed is he who hath heard
the shrill voice of My Pen, hath attained unto My days, and
hath witnessed that which the tongue of My grandeur hath
witnessed. He is indeed of the people of Baha in the crim-
son Tablet, as attested by Him with Whom is the perspicuous
Book.

Jinab-i-Mirza Ghulam-Husayn, upon him be the Glory of God

O Ghulam-Qabl-‘Ali! Thy letter hath been sent unto My
Namesake, he that is named Mihdi, upon whom be My glory,
after this perspicuous Tablet had been revealed for thee. Ver-
ily, He remembered thee before, and remembereth thee again
hereafter. Thy Lord, in truth, remembereth whoso hath turned
unto Him. He, verily, is the Compassionate, the All-Knowing,
the Wise. The glory of God rest upon thee, and upon such
as are with thee in this manifest Cause. And as to what thou
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didst mention concerning the mount, We, verily, bestowed it
upon whomsoever desired to send it. We beseech God to or-
dain for him the recompense of that which he purposed. He,
in truth, is the Lord of His servants in the beginning and in
the end.

O Ghulam-Qabl-‘Ali! We repeatedly make mention of the
friends in that land. Of Ibrahim, upon whom be My glory,
mention is made at one time as Nazir, and at another as Mulla
Ahmad. For years hath he been occupied, by night and by
day, in service. For a time the office of supplying water to the
Sacred House of God was his, and at another time he was en-
gaged, as was meet and proper, in the bathhouse. Unto all his
kindred, one and all, convey, on behalf of this Wronged One,
the greeting of grandeur.

Repeatedly hath he made mention of his two brothers, and in
every instance hath he attained unto the remembrance of the
Dayspring of the light of Divine Unity. We beseech God to
enable Ibrahim in his service, and to make him steadfast in
His love and in His Cause. He, verily, is the All-Powerful, the
Mighty, the Subduer, the Almighty.
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To: Zaynul-Mugqarrabin
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

In His Name, the Dawning-Place from the Horizon of Utter-
ance!

In this day the Sun declares “The All-Bestowing One has
come!” and all things proclaim “The Creator of the heavens
has come!” The Divine Lote-Tree gives glad tidings to all trees,
leaves and fruits, announcing the appearance of the Hidden
Treasure and the Concealed Mystery, and congratulates the
mountains of the world upon Mount Sinai, for in these days it
drinks from the cup of reunion and partakes of the Kawthar of
meeting after despair, finding intimacy with its Interlocutor.
From the Supreme Pen upon every leaf of leaves is inscribed
this exalted word: “Pass beyond the winds and move by the
will of God.”
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O Zayn! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness. The
Most Sublime Vision hath appeared and the Lord of Destiny
speaketh with the mysteries of wisdom and utterance. Yet
heedless souls cling to means whose transience is more evident
than the sun, while remaining veiled and oblivious to the Most

Great Ocean of God, each drop of which giveth life to the world.

It is not known what Dawlat-Abadi, in his heedlessness, hath
understood, by what proof he accepted the Primal Point, and
by what evidence he turned away from the Truth Itself, exalted
be His glory. O Zayn! Beseech God that He may, through the
ocean of His bounty and grace, awaken the heedless ones and
adorn them with justice and fairness, that all may attain to
that which is the cause of eternal salvation. By the life of God!
The Supreme Pen speaketh these words purely through grace,
that perchance the helpless servants may not again be afflicted
by the vain imaginings of the party, and be not deprived of the
Kawthar of the All-Merciful’s utterance.

O Zayn! Upon thee be My glory and My mercy. The letter of
Mulla Baqir which he sent to thee was presented at the Most
Holy Court and attained unto Our hearing. Well is it with him!
We have indeed found the fragrance of his love. We mentioned
him before with verses that testified to his acceptance on a day
wherein most of the servants turned away from God, the Lord
of the worlds. We desired to mention those whose mention he
sought, as a mercy and grace from Us, and verily I am the
All-Bountiful, the All-Generous.

O Husayn (the master craftsman)! Hearken unto the call of
God, the King, the Truth, the Manifest Justice, Who speaketh
before the faces of the world and summoneth all unto the One,
the All-Informed. The tempests of the oppressors deterred Him
not, nor did the hurricanes of the idolaters. The veils of those
who denied the Day of Judgment hindered Him not. When
thou hast drunk the choice wine of My utterance and found
the fragrance of My loving-kindness, say:

“My God, my God! Thou seest Thy servant standing before
the door of Thy grace, asking of Thee that which will draw him
nigh unto Thee in all conditions. O my Lord! I beseech Thee
by the pearls of the ocean of Thy wisdom and the mysteries
hidden in Thy knowledge, to make me steadfast in Thy Cause
in such wise that the doubts of them that have disbelieved in
Thee and in Thy signs will not shake me. Verily, Thou art the
All-Powerful, the Almighty.”

O Muhammad-Taqi! Hear the call of the Wronged One from
the horizon of tribulation. Verily, there is no God but Me, the
Mighty, the All-Praised. Tribulation hath not prevented Me
from the Lord of Names. I have manifested the Cause before
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the faces of the rulers with evident sovereignty. Blessed is the
servant whom neither the tyrants of the earth nor its Pharaohs
have prevented from drawing nigh unto God, the Powerful, the
Strong, the Dominant, the Mighty. When the attraction of the
Call from the Supreme Horizon taketh hold of thee, say:

“I beseech Thee, O Creator of the heavens and Lord of Names,
by the places that were honored by the glances of Thy loving-
kindness and were ennobled by Thy footsteps, and wherein
arose Thy sighs for what befell Thee from Thine enemies, to
make me so steadfast in Thy love that through my steadfast-
ness Thy servants and creatures may become steadfast. Verily,
Thou art God, the One, the Single, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise”

O Abraham! Can sorrows prevent Me, or tribulations frighten
Me, or power weaken Me, or names veil Me? Nay, by My Most
Great Throne and My Mighty Message! 1 have proclaimed
the Cause before the faces of kings and subjects alike, and
summoned all through wisdom and utterance to the horizon of
the All-Merciful. Among them are those who heard and turned
away, those who pronounced judgment against Me, and those
who imprisoned Me in this remote place. When the breezes
of the morn of My Revelation stir thee and the wine of My
utterance intoxicates thee, say:

My God, my God! By Thy might and Thy majesty, Thy great-
ness and Thy power! Separation from Thee hath destroyed me
and Thy remoteness hath consumed me. Thou seest me, O my
God, in the fire of separation and remoteness. Where is the
river of Thy presence, O Thou Desire of the world? By Thy
might! My heart findeth no rest save in the remembrance of
reunion with Thee, and mine eye is not solaced except by the
collyrium of Thy grace. For what purpose didst Thou create
it and reveal it, if Thou deniest it the vision of Thy horizon?
O Lord! Deny not existence the signs of Thy bounty and gen-
erosity, nor human temples the ornament of Thy mercy and
forgiveness. O Lord! The livers of the lovers are melted in
their separation from the precincts of Thy nearness. I beseech
Thee by the ocean of Thy verses and the heaven of Thy mercy
to make me steadfast in Thy Cause and firm in Thy love, such
that I may see all else as non-existent before the manifestations
of Thy grandeur and as nothing before the revelations of the
lights of Thy countenance. Thou art verily the Mighty, the
Powerful, the Great.

We beseech God to forgive thy father and to send down upon
him at all times a blessing from His presence and a mercy
from His side, and to make him hear His verses and behold
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the mysteries of His dominion and kingdom. He is verily the
Mighty, the Unconstrained.

2 O Muhammad, son of Hasan! The Wronged One remembereth

thee through verses which God hath made to be the Kawthar
of everlasting life unto His loved ones, that thou mayest render
thanks unto thy Lord, the Forgiving, the Merciful. Blessed
art thou, inasmuch as thou didst drink the cup of tribulation
in the Cause of God, the Fashioner of the heavens, and didst
hear the mockery of the adversaries in the path of God, the
Lord of the sincere—when once again the breezes of My loving-
kindness shall quicken thee. Say: “Praise be unto Thee, O Lord
of mankind, and Sovereign of the Throne and of the dust, for
that Thou didst remember me whilst I was amidst the hands
of the oppressors among Thy servants. Would that I had been
lost and my ear had never heard that which befell Thee in Thy
days! I beseech Thee, O Desire of the world and Beloved of
the nations, by Thy Most Great Name, to make me moved by
Thy will, attracted by Thy verses, and clinging fast unto the
cord of steadfastness in Thy Cause. Thou art verily potent
to do whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other God but
Thee, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful, O Lord of the seen and
the unseen.”

Make mention of him who was named Hasan, son of Barat, and
give him glad tidings of the heaven of Thy grace and the ocean
of Thy bounty, that he may soar on the wings of detachment
in this holy, exalted, and gracious air. O Hasan! If thou takest
flight upon the wings of trust and detachment, and drinkest
the choice wine of utterance from the cup of thy Lord’s favor,
then say: “My God, my God! Praise be unto Thee, inasmuch
as Thou hast fulfilled Thy promise, manifested Thy Cause, sent
down Thy verses, and united the hearts of Thy loved ones. I
beseech Thee by the lamentation of them that have drawn nigh
unto Thee in their separation from Thee, and by the cry of the
sincere in Thy days, to grant that mine ear may be honored by
hearkening unto Thy call, and mine eye may glory in beholding
Thy signs. O Lord! This is a Day wherein the ocean of Thy
bounty hath surged and the fragrance of Thy grace hath been
wafted abroad. I beseech Thee not to deprive me of that which
Thou hast ordained for Thy faithful servants, through whom
the day-star of justice hath shone forth amidst Thy creatures.
There is none other God but Thee, the Mighty, the Bestower.”

O Bagqir, son of ‘Ali! Sanctify thine ear from that which it
heard aforetime, and purify thine eye from that which it wit-
nessed and beheld, that the former may hear My sweetest
call and the latter may gaze upon My most great signs. Say:
“Praise be unto Thee, O my God, my Lord, my Stay, and
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my Hope, for that Thou hast made known unto me Thy path,
taught me Thy tidings, and given me utterance through Thy re-
membrance. I beseech Thee by Thy Cause, whereby Thou hast
subdued hearts and souls, to aid me to celebrate Thy praise
and extol Thy glory with that wisdom whereunto Thou hast
commanded me in Thy Book. Thou art verily the Almighty,
the Mighty, the All-Knowing.”

5 The Wronged One wishes to mention him who was named

Muhammad-*‘Ali, whose name was present in a place where was
raised the call of God, the Lord of the worlds. Remember him
who hath remembered thee, then give thanks for the bounty
of God, the Almighty, the Powerful. He hath turned from the
direction of the Prison unto His loved ones who have taken the
cup of certitude from the hands of the bounty of their Lord,
the All-Merciful, and have drunk therefrom in His Name, the
Mighty, the Powerful, the Most Great. Beware lest the oppres-
sion of those who have denied the Day of Judgment prevent
thee. Cast aside what the people possess and take the Book of
God with clear certitude. He, verily, will aid those who have
heard the Call and will assist those who have turned unto Him
with radiant countenance. Thus hath sung the Nightingale of
Utterance upon the highest branches, as a token of grace from
the presence of One All-Knowing, All-Wise.

We make mention of him who was named ‘Ali-Akbar that the
Utterance may draw him nigh unto God, the Lord of all reli-
gions, and confirm him in steadfastness in this mighty Cause.
Thou hast attained unto My remembrance in My prison. We
beseech God, exalted be He, to aid thee and those who have
believed to act in accordance with what hath been revealed in
His mighty, wondrous Book. Say: Praise be unto Thee for hav-
ing given me to drink from the cup of Thy knowledge, guided
me to Thy path, and sent down unto me the table of Thy ut-
terance. I beseech Thee, O Thou the Goal of the world and
the Beloved of nations, by Thy Cause that hath encompassed
earth and heaven, and by Thy Name whereby Thou hast sub-
dued the cities of names, to make me attracted to Thy verses
and steadfast in the service of Thy Cause amongst Thy ser-
vants. Thou art, verily, the Almighty, the All-Compelling, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O Muhammad-Qabli-Husayn! Hear thou with the ear of real-
ity the call of the Wronged One. On the twenty-second night
of the blessed month of Ramadan, when the people of Iran are
occupied with praising the chosen ones and cursing the wicked
ones, We have turned toward thee and make mention of thee.
Reflect upon what hath come to pass. Ibn-i-Muradi martyred
one of the chosen ones, but the people of Iran martyred the
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Lord of the world and are unaware - they are a hundred thou-
sand times more wicked and oppressive than Muradi. This
is what the Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken in this exalted
station. Say: Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having deliv-
ered me from the vain imaginings of my peers, drawn me nigh
unto Thee, caused me to know the Dayspring of Thy signs and
the Dawning-Place of Thy clear tokens, given me to drink of
the Kawthar of Thy bounty, and guided me to Thy straight
and manifest path. I beseech Thee to aid me in Thy remem-
brance and to ordain for me what Thou hast ordained for Thy
chosen ones. Thou art, verily, the Forgiving, the Bountiful.

O Abu’l-Qasim! The Lord of the Kingdom of Utterance
maketh mention of thee from the prison, remindeth thee
of His verses, showeth thee His signs, and giveth thee glad
tidings of His bounty. Thy Lord is, verily, the All-Merciful,
the Bountiful. Say: My God, my God! Thou art He Who
created me by Thy command and Thy will, caused me to
hear Thy call, made me to know Thy way, and gave me to
drink of the Kawthar of Thy utterance. I beseech Thee by
Thy Cause whereby Thou didst change the earth into another
earth, spread abroad Thy signs, subdued the hearts of Thy
loved ones, and by the showers of Thy mercy in the springtime
of Thy grace, and by the pearls of the ocean of Thy bounty,
to make me in all conditions to hold fast unto the cord of
Thy obedience and to be directed toward Thy horizon. O my
Lord! Thou seest the ignorant one seeking after the ocean of
Thy knowledge, and the lowly one yearning for the sea of Thy
glory. Ordain for him what beseemeth Thy glory and power,
Thy grandeur and might. Thou art, verily, the Almighty, the
Powerful.

O Wronged One! Remember the one named Turab, that the
verses may draw him nigh unto the most exalted station. Hear
My call from this Station which hath been named by all names
in the Book of God, the Lord of Lords. He verily guideth thee
to His path and giveth thee to drink from the Kawthar of
His bounty and draweth thee nigh unto Him in all conditions.
When thou hearest the shrill voice of My Pen and findest the
fragrance of Mine utterance, say: My God, my God! Thine is
the bounty and the giving, and Thine the grace and the glory!
I testify that Thou hast created the world to hearken unto Thy
sweetest call and to know the Dawning-Place of Thy Cause, O
Lord of Names and Creator of the heavens! O Lord! Thou
seest this servant of Thine acknowledging that which the Pen
hath spoken from the most exalted station, and confessing that
which the Tongue of Thy grandeur hath commanded when it
was in the prison of Akka. I beseech Thee by the breasts that
were pierced by the arrows of Thine enemies, and by the hearts
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that were melted in separation from Thee, and by the tears of
them that are near unto Thee among Thy creation and their
submission at the dawning of the Day-Star of Thy power, to
ordain for me what Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones
and Thy trusted ones. Verily Thou art the Almighty Whom
neither the tyranny of the world nor the clamor of the nations
can hinder. There is none other God but Thee, the Mighty,
the Great.

O Muhammad-Qabl-i-Karim! We counsel thee and those who
have believed to be trustworthy and religious and to act in ways
that bring assurance to hearts and souls. The companions
of the Crimson Ark must distinguish themselves among the
people of the world in such wise that all may testify to their
detachment and holiness. The people of Iran have throughout
ages and centuries been occupied with the remembrance and
praise of the Truth, yet on the Day of His Manifestation they
did what no other people have done. From their pulpits they
curse and revile the Truth, exalted be His glory, while speaking
in praise of His servants. Were one to ponder the deeds and
actions of these souls, one would find oneself bewildered. They
have done that which hath caused the Tablet and the Pen
to lament, and the Ancient Beauty to cry out from the most
exalted horizon of the world. Ask thou of God that He may
guide the misguided and show them the way. Verily He is
the Strong, the Mighty, the Powerful. We have remembered
and continue to remember His loved ones by night and by day,
and for each we seek divine confirmation. Verily He is the Most
Powerful of the powerful and the Most Merciful of the merciful.

O My Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of him who is named
Muhammad-Qabl-i-‘Ali, then send down upon him from the
heaven of Thy bounty that which will draw him nigh unto
Thee, that he may arise to celebrate Thy praise and glorifica-
tion among Thy creatures and guide them to a station wherein
all things proclaim: The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the
Lord of the worlds. Say: O concourse of divines! Behold, then
remember what the All-Merciful hath revealed in the Qur’an:
“When the Event befalleth, there is no denying its befalling.”
Say: Today the Event mentioned hath come to pass and its
hour and signs are manifest. This is the Day whereon the se-
crets shall be tried, this is the Day whereon the mountains shall
pass away. The Cry hath been raised, the earth is in motion
and trembling, the light hath shone forth from the horizon of
the Speaker on Sinai and is manifest, and the scratching of the
Pen can be heard from the most exalted horizon of the world.
Fear ye God! He is the true Avenger.
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2 This is the Most Great News and the mighty Matter. Under-

stand ye its station and judge with fairness concerning that
which hath appeared. The earth hath been illumined with
the light of its Lord, and the lands have been brightened by
the light of their Creator. Strive ye while there is yet time
and while the Cause is manifest. Deprive not yourselves. O
Muhammad-Qabl-i-‘Ali! Thy name was mentioned before the
Wronged One, whereupon the fragrance of forgiveness was
stirred and the ocean of pardon surged. He hath forgiven thee
and those who have believed in Him and His verses, as a grace
from His presence upon thee and upon them. He is verily the
Ordainer, the Ancient of Days.
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To: Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani (’Andalib) et al.
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the All-Knowing, All-Wise Utterer

O ‘Andalib! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness.
The Greater Branch was at this moment present before the
Face of the Wronged One, and We made mention of thy men-
tion in such wise as caused the lights to shine forth from the
horizons of the heaven of thy Lord, the Chosen One. Blessed
art thou for having voiced the praise of thy Lord and spoken
that whereby the heart of every seeking soul was attracted
and the faces of them that are nigh and sincere were illumined.
Thou didst make mention of the loved ones and requested the
Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet for some. We have answered
thee as a token of My grace and as a mercy from thy Lord, the
All-Bountiful. Shouldst thou ask for all who are on earth, We
would surely fulfill thy need and would send down from the
heaven of My generosity, for each one of them, the signs of My
grandeur and My clear tokens. And I am verily the Answerer,
the Hearer, the Compassionate, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

This is what was revealed for him who was named Asadu’llah,
upon him be the Glory of God:

In My Name, He Who is established upon the Throne of Ut-
terance
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Praise be to the Ancient Lord Who, through the Most Exalted
Word, hath guided the world and the peoples to the straight
path and the mighty announcement. He is the One Who is so
powerful that the tyranny of the pharaohs among His servants
and the oppressors in diverse lands did not hold Him back from
His purpose. He arose before all faces and spoke that which
is the cause of salvation, preservation, bounty and wealth for
the peoples of the world. Among them are those who have
turned towards Him and those who have turned away, and he
who hath turned towards Him is assuredly among the people
of this glorious and exalted station. O Asad! We beseech God,
exalted be He, to make thee steadfast in His Cause and firm in
His love in such wise that neither the tempests of idle fancies
nor the thunderbolts of vain imaginings may move thee. Speak
forth My Name amongst My servants and draw them nigh unto
the gate of My majesty which hath been opened before the
faces of all who are in the heavens and the earth. Take thou the
chalice of utterance by My command, then drink therefrom and
say: “Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of all names and Creator
of heaven, for having remembered me in Thy prison and for
having sent down unto me that which shall endure as long as
Thy names and attributes endure. I beseech Thee by the ocean
of Thy verses to ordain for me through Thy bounty, O Lord of
all being, and through Thy generosity, O Lord of eternity, that
which will exalt me through Thy name amongst Thy creation.
Thou art, verily, the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.”

And this is what was revealed for Muhammad-i-Qabl-i-Baqir,
upon him be the Glory of God:

In My Name, the One Who prevaileth over all names

O Muhammad-i-Qabl-i-Baqir! Should anyone ask thee concern-
ing the Ark of God, say: “It is amidst the waves,” and concern-
ing the Lamp of utterance, say: “It is amid the winds.” Thus
hath the Tongue of Grandeur spoken, while walking in this
prison in the path of God, the Lord of all worlds. Give thanks
unto thy Lord for having remembered thee with verses before
which the necks of the idolaters have bowed down. When thou
dost inhale the sweet savors of My utterance and drinkest the
choice wine of My recognition from the hand of My bounty,
say:

“My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having sent down
unto me from the heaven of Thy mercy that which shall cause
my name to endure in Thy Manifest Book. I beseech Thee,
O Thou Who hast subdued the hearts of them that are nigh
through Thy clear command and Thy mighty announcement,
to ordain for me that which beseemeth each world of Thy
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worlds. Thou art, verily, the All-Bountiful, the All-Forgiving,
the All-Merciful.”

This is what was revealed for him who was named Zaynu’l-
‘Abidin, upon him be the Glory of God:

In My Name, the Warbler upon the branches

2 O Zaynu'l-‘Abidin! Hear thou the call of the Wronged One

from the prison of ‘Akka. Verily, He guideth thee to His path,
directeth thee to His glory, draweth thee nigh unto His court,
and illumineth thee with the light of His Cause which hath
encompassed all who are in the heavens and on earth. Were
We to recount unto thee what hath befallen the Wronged One,
thou wouldst lament as those who are bereft. We have mani-
fested the Cause and revealed that by which the weary found
utterance, the sick were healed, and the prostrate arose, yet
the people are in grievous doubt. As for thy desire to attain
His presence, We beseech God to ordain for thee the reward
of meeting Him and to draw thee nigh unto Him. Verily, He
is the Hearer, the Answerer. This is what hath been ordained
both inwardly and outwardly. Wisdom doth not permit attain-
ment of His presence and meeting in such days as these. To
this testifieth this All-Knowing Expounder. We beseech God,
exalted be He, to forgive thee and thy father. Verily, He is
the Generous. There is none other God but Him, the Compas-
sionate, the Bountiful, the Giving, the Forgiving, the Merciful.
The glory from Us be upon thee and upon thy mother and
those who are with thee, and upon every steadfast and firmly
established one, and every well-grounded and perspicuous one.

This was revealed for him who was named Muhammad, upon
him be the glory of God:

In My Name, the Caller between earth and heaven!

5 O Muhammad! Every call hath reached its end and every fire

hath been extinguished and every light hath remained veiled.
What fire is this that the oceans of rejection and denial could
not quench? What light is this that the veils of the world and
the harm of nations could not conceal? What call is this that
the clamor of the oppressors and the rattling of chains of the
transgressors could not silence? In most nights and days the
Tongue speaketh and the Call is raised. Blessed is he who
hath heard and recognized, and woe unto the heedless! We
beseech the True One to protect this people and illumine them
with the lights of true unity. The people of the past would
each day take a lord and cling to a vain imagination, until
finally the fruit and effect of that was witnessed when they
hanged and martyred the Dawning-Place of divine revelation.
Blessed is he who hath clung to the cord of unity, detached
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from all who are in the heavens and on earth. In these days
consummate wisdom hath caused a delay in permission, for
the deniers and the opposers stand as barriers. We beseech
God to remove them through His sovereignty and to aid His
loved ones with the power that hath conquered all things and
the might that hath encompassed earth and heaven. Verily,
He is the Powerful, the Mighty. And We beseech God, exalted
be He, to assist thee in what He hath ordained for thee and
to benefit thee in every world of His worlds. Verily, He is the
Mighty, the All-Bestowing. The glory shining from the horizon
of the heaven of My loving-kindness be upon thee and upon
thy mother and thy family and upon those who have taken
the Book of God with power from Him and authority from His
presence. Verily, He is the Helper, the All-Wise.

This was revealed for him who was named Ahmad, upon him
be the glory of God:

In My Name, the Speaker, the Rememberer before all faces

Praise be unto the Most Great Cause, which is worthy and
befitting, for He hath illumined the world and its peoples with
the effulgent rays of the Luminary of utterance, and made man-
ifest the path of guidance and salvation for all. Exalted be His
dominion, exalted His proof, exalted His Word, and glorious
His signs! O Ahmad, upon thee be My glory! This Wronged
One in the Most Great Prison hath guided the friends to the
supreme horizon, and at every moment there appear and shine
forth before all faces the pearls of wisdom and utterance from
the treasuries of the Most Exalted Pen. Blessed are they who
have attained thereunto, and woe unto the heedless servants
who have turned away. We beseech God, blessed and exalted
be He, to preserve thee through His bounty, to guard thee by
His hosts, to aid thee through His signs, and draw thee nigh
unto His path, the Mighty, the Wondrous. By the life of God!
At this moment when the pearls of remembrance and utterance
have appeared from the treasury of thy Lord, the Most Mer-
ciful, the ocean of forgiveness hath surged, and the fragrance
of the loving-kindness of the Lord of all religions hath wafted
- a bounty from His presence upon thy father and upon him
who was named Husayn. Verily thy Lord is the Mighty, the
All-Bountiful. The Glory from Us be upon thee, upon thy son,
and upon him whose mention thou hast desired. Verily thy
Lord’s grace hath encompassed the world. To this the Mother
Book beareth witness in this station.
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This is what was revealed for him who was named Siyyid Abu’l-
Qasim, upon him be the glory of God:

In My Name, the Hearer, the Answerer

Praise be to God Who, through His Most Exalted Word, hath
transformed remoteness into nearness, ignorance into knowl-
edge, darkness into light, and heedlessness into awareness. Glo-
rious is His loving-kindness and glorious His mercy that hath
preceded the decree of the Kaf and the Nun. He is verily
the Omnipotent, the Supreme, the Self-Subsisting. O Abu’l-
Qasim! At this moment the Greater Branch gained admit-
tance to Our presence and mentioned thy name which was
recorded in the letter of ‘Andalib, upon him be My glory and
loving-kindness, and it was heard. Blessed art thou for God
hath aided thee to turn and direct thyself to the light of His
Countenance and adorned thee with the ornament of His re-
membrance, the Mighty, the Wondrous. This is the Day of
effort and steadfastness. Steadfastness is the essence of all
essences and appeareth from the mine of humanity. None can
determine the value of this precious pearl, nor can any writer
describe its qualities. Its station hath been hidden in God’s
knowledge, the Lord of all worlds. Today the friends must be
illumined with the light of steadfastness and summon the peo-
ple of the world to the supreme horizon through wisdom and
utterance. This is the firm decree which hath in this moment
been sent down from the heaven of the will of the Lord of eter-
nity. Blessed art thou and blessed is he who acteth according
to what is commanded in My perspicuous Book. In these days
the manifestations of conjecture and idle fancy are intervening
and preventing attainment unto His presence. We beseech God
to ordain for thee the reward of meeting Him and to decree for
thee what He hath decreed for His chosen ones. Verily thy
Lord is the Forgiving, the Merciful. The Glory shining from
the heaven of My loving-kindness be upon thee and upon those
who have cast away corruption and conflict and have taken
hold of righteousness and reconciliation. Thus hath the Pen
spoken when the Lord of eternity was walking in His exalted
and impregnable station.

This is what was revealed for the daughter of him who was
named Muhammad-Shafi’, who arose to serve the Cause in the
earliest days:

In My Name, the Rememberer, the Answerer

Praise be to God! The Sun of utterance is resplendent, the
Light of the Cause is radiant, the Ocean of bounty is surging,
and the Star of guidance is advancing and shining before all
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faces. Blessed is the servant who has attained to the outpour-
ings of this blessed Day, and blessed is the leaf who hearkened
unto the call of the Lote-Tree of Sinai and clung fast unto it.
O My handmaiden and My leaf! Thy father, who soared in My
atmosphere, cast aside all else save Me, and held fast to My
mighty cord, hath made mention of thee. We make mention
of thee with that which causeth the eyes of the chaste ones in
their chambers to be consoled, as a token of grace from God,
the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Say: Praise be unto Thee, O
Lord of the world, and glory be unto Thee, O Master of eter-
nity, for having remembered Thy handmaiden who hath turned
unto Thee. I beseech Thee to inscribe my name in the place
wherein Thou hast made mention of those women who circled
round the throne of Thy grandeur and drank the choice wine
of utterance from the hands of Thy bounty. Verily, Thou art
the One Who hath power over whatsoever He pleaseth. There
is none other God but Thee, the Commander, the Mighty, the
Wise.

5 And this is what was revealed for him who was named Mirza

Qasim, upon him be the Glory of God:

26 In My Name, that speaketh before the peoples of the world! O

Qasim! Knowest thou Who maketh mention of thee? Say: Yea,
my Lord, the All-Bountiful, remembereth me. And knowest
thou Who hath turned toward thee from the direction of the
Prison? Say: Yea, verily, He is my Goal, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy. Thou didst make mention of the Huqugq; it hath
been accepted. Excellent is that which thou hast done. We
have approved thy deed as a bounty from Our presence. Verily
thy Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Gracious. We beseech God,
exalted be He, to assist thee in completing the House. Verily
He is the Helper, the Mighty, the All-Knowing. Grieve not
over anything. In all matters place thy trust in the Strong, the
Almighty. Arise to serve the Cause with such steadfastness
as cannot be hindered by the imaginings of the deluded ones,
the doubts of the aggressive ones, or the oppression of the
tyrannical ones. Thus hath the Pen spoken that thou mayest
be assured that thy Lord is the Manifest Bestower, the All-
Bountiful, the Gracious.

O ‘Andalib! Upon thee be My Glory and My loving-kindness.
We have mentioned every name that was in thy letter as a
bounty from Our presence upon thee and upon them and upon
all who are in the heavens and on earth. In these days the loved
ones must all arise to render victory, and victory is in teaching
the Cause. This Day is blessed, and whatsoever hath occurred
in the land, even the martyrdom of the loved ones, hath made
the world ready to hearken unto the Word of God. All must
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hold fast unto wisdom and through utterance illumine the peo-
ple of the world with the light of guidance. This Wronged
One maketh mention of the loved ones and counseleth them
with that which is the cause of everlasting wealth and riches.
It is hoped that they will not deprive themselves. Soon will
the Most Great Word encompass all and everyone will attain
supreme joy. Especially for his honour Haji Muhammad-Rida
and his namesake, two Tablets have been sent down from the
heaven of the Divine Will. They have ever been and still are
remembered. By My life! God hath created them for the exal-
tation of His Word and the manifestation of His Cause through
wisdom and utterance. Verily thy Lord is the All-Explaining,
the All-Knowing, the Wise. We beseech God, blessed and ex-
alted be He, to protect them with the hosts of the seen and
the unseen, and to change their loss into the Most Great Profit.
Verily He is the Hearer, the Answerer, the Bestower, the All-
Bountiful, the Gracious. The Glory shining from the horizon
of the heaven of My mercy be upon thee and upon them and
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Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the Expounder, the All-Knowing! (:u\ L;..U P

O Pen! I behold thee giving utterance by night and by day.
At one time I hear thy melodies, and at another thy sighing
and weeping. It is as though patience hath been severed from
thee at dawn when I hear thy lamentations, at eventide thy
crying, and at daybreak that which hath caused the hearts of
the mystics to burn. It sayeth: “How can I not lament when
I behold Thee in the hands of the oppressors? How can I not
cry out within myself when Thou art among those who have
cast behind their backs Thy covenant and Thy testament, who
have denied Thy favor, who have disputed Thy signs, and who
have committed that which hath caused the Faithful Spirit
to moan?” Be patient, O Pen, for verily thy Lord, the All-
Forbearing, commandeth thee to show beautiful patience. We
have accepted all tribulations for the sake of manifesting the
Cause. Nothing among all things can prevent Us. Set aside thy
sorrows; take up that which thou art bidden by the One Who

e 5 fBN 5 AU G T RN
M\O%&&;%gﬁ\;&w
G S el eVl G S sl
4 il b 312N 3 S22 s LY
Sl Y ST s al (W) Sl
5B el ¥ Sy B )
1y 5 Sl 5 S 1y Gl ¢ )
4 b L LSl SOLL sl 5 SCan
SLLa K, 0 Bl e eVl @W)‘
AV LBY L LU WS U1 A el
Le.l:.a\}\ﬂcz:l,&ww;sltx;g\!
5eWI 3 U 531 e STl oo )
G213 ) A e S gk s

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 61



Vol. 87: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part IV

BH00525

commandeth, the All-Knowing. Make mention of My loved
ones in Ba and Dal. Say: “Blessed are ye for having turned
unto God when every learned one was far removed from Him.
We testify that ye have heard the Call and have attained that
which most of mankind have failed to attain.” To this beareth
witness the Most Great Announcement in this exalted station.

O Abu-Talib! Thou art he who hath traversed land and sea and
hast attained the presence of the Countenance in this mighty
prison, and hast heard the Call when it was raised betwixt
earth and heaven, and hast gained the Kawthar of utterance
from the hand of the bounty of thy Lord, the Gracious. We
beseech God to aid thee and thy children and those who are
with thee to remain steadfast with such steadfastness as will
not be shaken by the doubts of the divines nor by the intima-
tions of the deluded ones who have denied the signs of God
after their revelation and have rejected the proof of God, the
Exalted, the Great.

O Qasim! The Lord of the worlds maketh mention of thee in
the Most Great Prison and counseleth thee with that which
will elevate thy station and the Cause of God, the Lord of all
worlds. Arise to serve the Cause with such steadfastness as will
astonish the hearts of the doubtful ones. Say: “O concourse of
the earth! By God, the Promise hath come, and the Promised
One calleth aloud from every direction. Why do I see you at
such obvious remoteness?” We counsel thee with the wisdom
We have sent down in diverse Tablets, a command from the
presence of One knowing, informed.

5 O Muhammad! We have heard thy call and seen thy letter.

We have mentioned thee time and again with that which the
remembrances of all nations cannot equal. Give thanks unto
thy Lord for this great favor. Illumine the hearts of My loved
ones with the light of My utterance and remind them of that
which hath been sent down from My Most Exalted Pen, and
give them the glad-tidings of that which hath been ordained
for them in My Perspicuous Book. When thou hast quaffed
the choice wine of revelation from the hand of My bounty, say:

i “My God, my God! Thy remembrance is my hope, Thy Name

is my healing, Thy praise is my life. I beseech Thee by the
lights of Thy throne and by the splendors of the Day-Star of
Thy Revelation to aid me in serving Thy Cause in all conditions.
Thou art, verily, the Confirmer, the Mighty, the Powerful.”

O Abdul-Karim! We have heard the call of My loved ones. We
have mentioned them through My grace and mercy in this sta-
tion wherein My Pen proclaimeth that there is none other God
but He, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. There hath befallen Us
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in the path of God that which hath befallen no one before. To
this testifieth the Book of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.
Be thou steadfast in the Cause in such wise that the doubts
of those who have denied the Day of Judgment shall not hin-
der thee. They have cast the Book of God behind their backs,
clinging to that which they possess. They are, verily, among
the most lost in the sight of God, the Mighty, the Great.

O Siyyid, O Nasru’llah! The throne maketh mention of thee
and the seat proclaimeth thy turning unto God. Thou hast
heard the Call and attained unto that which was recorded
in God’s scrolls and books and scriptures, and I am the All-
Knowing Witness. Be thou a helper of My Cause, one who
speaketh My praise amongst My servants, and hold thou fast
unto My strong cord. Thou hast attained unto My tablets time
and again, and unto My wondrous and glorious remembrance.
Convey My greetings unto My loved ones there. Say: This is
the Day of remembrance and praise, did ye but know, and this
is the Day of steadfastness, could ye but understand, and this is
the Day whereon the Wronged One proclaimeth before all faces:
The Kingdom is God’s, the Almighty, the Self-Subsisting. Say:
O heedless ones! Be fair in your judgment, by God, and fol-
low not the manifestations of idle fancies and vain imaginings.
The days are ended and the Orb of the Promise hath appeared
- and this is the Promised One. Thus hath spoken the Most
Great Ocean while established upon the Ark of utterance, as
bidden by Him Who is the Commander, the All-Wise.

O Pen! Make mention of him who is named Aqga Kishi that
he may rejoice in the remembrance of the Wronged One and
arise to serve the Cause with such steadfastness as shall not
be shaken by the stumbling of the learned, nor stirred by the
doubts of the divines, nor hindered by the veils of the world
and the mists of the nations. He, verily, is the Counsellor,
the Perspicuous, the All-Informed. The morn of truth hath
dawned, and therein doth the Book of Dawn speak forth with
an utterance whereby all things were attracted. Exalted be the
All-Merciful Who doeth what He willeth by His command that
prevaileth over all who are in the heavens and on earth. When
thou hast drunk from the Euphrates of mercy that floweth
from My Most Exalted Pen, say:

O Lord of all beings and King of the throne on high and of
earth below! I beseech Thee by Thy signs that have filled the
horizons, and by Thy sovereignty that hath been manifested
on the Day of the Covenant, and by the breathings of Thy
revelation whereby discord was changed to concord and the
Dove of Knowledge warbled upon the highest branches, to aid
Thy loved ones to serve Thy Cause. O Lord! Thou beholdest
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them turning toward Thy most exalted horizon and holding
fast to the cord of Thy bounty. O Lord of the Hereafter and of
this world! I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy countenance to
ordain for them what Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones
who were not kept back by wealth or aspirations, nor by the
manifestations of beauty and glory, from turning toward the
scene of martyrdom. Thou art, verily, the Lord of all names
and the Creator of the heavens. There is none other God but
Thee, the Forgiving, the Bountiful.

Mention was made of thee in the presence of the Wronged One,
whereupon My Most Exalted Pen was moved to make mention
of thee in this glorious and wondrous station. Blessed is the
servant whose name was mentioned in My presence and who
attained unto the tokens of My Pen and was honored by the ut-
terance of the tongue of My grandeur. He is assuredly among
the denizens of the Most Exalted Paradise in the Book of God,
the Mighty, the All-Praised. Know thou, moreover, that when
the spirit ascendeth to the All-Highest Companion, it presen-
teth itself before God, the Almighty, the Self-Subsisting, and
the hand of divine favor and bounty guideth it to a station that
none knoweth save Him Who declareth in every condition that
there is no God but He, the Single, the One, the Mighty, the
Loving. Blessed is the spirit that hath left the body purified
from the doubts of the nations. By the life of God! It moveth
in the atmosphere of its Lord’s desire and entereth the gardens
as it willeth, and the holy maidens of Paradise serve it in the
morning and in the evening. It consorteth with the Prophets of
God and His chosen ones, converseth with them, and relateth
unto them that which hath appeared in the days of God, the
Mighty, the All-Forgiving. Were We to lift the veil from what
We have mentioned, thou wouldst see the people hastening
from all directions unto God, the Lord of all mankind. Blessed
is the ear that hath heard My call, and the eye that hath be-
held the horizon of My loving-kindness, and the tongue that
hath spoken My praise, and the hand that hath taken hold of
the Mother Book.

O Abdul-Khaliq! Verily the creature is in wondrous doubt, not
knowing what they should remember at morn and eventide.
They have taken their desires and their own selves as gods
beside God. Lo! They are in heedlessness and error. Give
thanks unto God for having strengthened thee when people
were in doubt and schism. Thou didst turn and bear witness
to that which God hath testified from His most exalted station.
We counsel thee and those who have believed to the Most Great
Steadfastness. Thus hath spoken the Tongue of Grandeur from
this station which hath been named with the Most Beautiful
Names in the Book of God, the Lord of Lords.
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O Joseph! The Most Exalted Pen hath made mention of thee
before and after, and hath revealed for thee that which conso-
leth the eyes of the righteous. When My call took hold of thee
and the choice wine of Mine utterance intoxicated thee, say:

“My God, my God! I beseech Thee by the pavilion of Thy
glory, the tabernacle of Thy grandeur, the canopy of Thy lofti-
ness, the heaven of Thy utterance, and the clouds of Thy mercy,
and by the Word whereby Thou hast subdued all hearts, and
by the Light wherewith Thou hast illumined the horizons, to
strengthen me and Thy loved ones in steadfastness in Thy
Cause in such wise that the winds of doubts may not move
them. Verily, Thou art the Lord of Names and Attributes.
Then write down for them, O my God, that which Thou hast
written for Thy chosen ones from Thy Most Exalted Pen. Ver-
ily, Thou art the Omnipotent over what Thou willest, and
in Thy grasp are the reins of all things. There is none other
God but Thee, the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-
Bountiful.”

O Israfil! By the life of God! The Balance hath been set up,
the Path established, the mountains have passed away, the Cry
hath been raised, the Inevitable hath come, and the Trumpet
hath been blown, yet the people have not risen from the graves
of heedlessness and desire. Thus hath the matter been decreed.
Verily thy Lord is the Expositor, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.
Be thou steadfast in the Cause of thy Lord, and firm in such
wise that the roaring of the mighty shall not deter thee. Beware
lest the happenings of the world grieve thee. Cast them behind
thee, turning with thy purest heart unto God, the Revealer of
verses. Thou hast been mentioned time and again by the Pen
when it spoke, whereat all pens proclaimed: “The utterance
belongeth unto God, the Powerful, the One, the Chosen.” Take
thou the chalice of Mine utterance from the hand of My bounty,
then drink thereof in My Name and say:

“My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having given me to
drink, and for having made me to know, and taught me, and
drawn me nigh when I was in prison amidst the enemies of Thy
Self. Would that I had been non-existent and had not heard
what hath befallen Thee! I beseech Thee by Thy power which
hath encompassed the horizons, and by Thy Name whereby
Thou hast subdued lands and servants, to assist Thy loved
ones to be steadfast in Thy Cause. O Lord! Disappoint them
not of that which Thou hast ordained in Thy Book. Verily,
Thou art the Omnipotent before Whose manifestation of power
the power of the world hath been impotent, and Thou art the
Sovereign before Whose exaltation the exaltation of nations is
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not mentioned. Verily, Thou art God, the Single, the One, the
Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.”

7 O Iskandar! Where is Alexander and his hosts? Where is the

clashing of his swords and the neighing of his steeds? Where
are his yellow and red battalions? Where are the manifesta-
tions of his power in the kingdom of creation? Where is his
might whereby the limbs of the world trembled? Where is
his power which encompassed the nations? Where are his lofty
palaces and his ordered affairs? Where are his trellised gardens
and his furnished houses? Where is his kindled lamp? By God!
His lamps have been extinguished, his foundations have been
uprooted, his treasures scattered, his tongue and sight with-
held from utterance and observation, and his feet and hands
stayed from taking what the people bring. The hand of des-
tiny hath brought him down from palaces to tombs. Take ye
warning, O people of insight! When thou hearest the stories of
My Most Exalted Pen, say:

My God, my God! Thou seest me turning toward Thee, cling-
ing to Thy cord, and directing my face to the lights of Thy
countenance. I beseech Thee, by the ocean of Thy mercy and
the splendors of the Sun of Thy bounty, to make me detached
from all else save Thee, speaking in Thy remembrance, arising
to serve Thy loved ones, and gazing toward Thy horizon. By
Thy might, O Lord of the worlds and Goal of the nations! I
love naught but what Thou lovest, and desire naught but what
Thou desirest. I implore Thee to assist me in all that I have
mentioned before Thy face. Verily, Thou art the Omnipotent,
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To: Aqa Mirza Muhammad Hasan, et al.

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the Speaker of Truth :;;-Li JLLE)\ 5

O Muhammad, upon thee be My Glory! The letter from H,
upon him be My Glory, which was sent to thee was presented
by the Greater Branch before the Countenance and was hon-
ored to be heard. O Muhammad! There is and has been no
doubt that ears and eyes were created to witness and hear in
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these days, and existence is for the recognition of the Lord of
existence. Yet the dust of self and smoke of desire have pre-
vented the people from beholding the Supreme Horizon. In
truth, those souls who have attained today are accounted be-
fore God as the gems of creation and are mentioned as such.
By the life of God! That which hath been revealed from the
Supreme Pen in the Crimson Book concerning these souls hath
no likeness or parallel. Soon will its signs and lights become
manifest. He is the Expositor, the All-Knowing.

In brief, the people of the world are deprived of knowledge and
bereft of understanding. For centuries and ages they were wor-
shippers of idols and vain imaginings. They were not and are
not worthy to hear this call which is raised from the supreme
height. They must cling to one like themselves and remain
fixed upon one like themselves. All bear witness to the waves
of the divine ocean of utterance which are manifest and visible
before all faces, and the Lord of eternity called out without
veil or covering and guided all to the supreme horizon. Nev-
ertheless, they have turned away from the Lord of lords and
have attached their hearts to the buzzing of flies. Where are
the eyes, where are the ears, where is the intellect, where are
the hearts? None but penetrating eyes can behold the pearls
of the ocean of the All-Merciful.

Today the people of Baha are those souls who see themselves
detached and free from all save God. The deniers of the Bayan
are observed to be more base than the deniers of the Furqan, for
they are occupied with the same names and the same sayings,
and they lack the discernment to reflect upon what the fruit of
the words and deeds of the previous party was and became on
the Day of Retribution. Leave them in their vain discoursing.

5 We repeatedly make mention of H-S, upon him be My Glory.

Praise be to God, he partook of the holy descended feast and
attained repeatedly unto the traces of the Supreme Pen. We
mention in this station his handmaiden and leaf who was with
him, and We give her glad tidings of God’s loving-kindness
and make mention of her through His verses. He is the All-
Bountiful, the Generous. And We make mention of his son
Husayn and his brother. We beseech God to make their men-
tion a treasure for them with Him. He is the Powerful, the
Mighty.

And We make mention of him who is named Mirza Aqa, whose
name was mentioned before the Wronged One in this exalted
station. Say:

My God, my God! Praise and thanksgiving be unto Thee, and
mercy and bounty be from Thee, for having given me to drink
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of Thy sealed wine through Thy name, the Self-Subsisting, and
for having remembered me in the Most Great Prison when I
was wronged at the hands of the heedless. I beseech Thee, O
Lord of existence and Sovereign of the seen and unseen, by
the pearls of the ocean of Thy knowledge and the lights of
the sun of Thy wisdom, and by the hearts that have melted
in their separation and remoteness from Thee, to make me to
hold fast unto Thee and to be detached from all else but Thee.
Then I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy countenance and the
dawning-places of Thy verses to ordain for me, through Thy
grace and bounty, that which will draw me nigh unto Thee
and benefit me both outwardly and inwardly. Verily, Thou art
powerful over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other
God but Thee, the Supreme, the Self-Subsisting.

O Pen! Make mention of him who hath been named Asad -
upon him be My glory - that he may be drawn to My horizon,
utter My praise, draw near in his heart to My court, and be
seized with supreme joy in the days of God, the Lord of the
Day of Judgment. We have heard thy mention, have made
mention of thee, and have sent down for thee the verses, and
We have expounded them in truth and dispatched them unto
thee that thou mayest thank thy Lord, the Mighty, the Great.

We speak now in the Persian tongue. Verily, We have, in most
instances, changed the eloquent language into the luminous
language. He doeth whatsoever He willeth and ordaineth what-
soever He pleaseth. He is the Omnipotent, the All-Powerful.

All the peoples of the world and the various communities have
each clung to some cause, striving with the utmost diligence
and effort to exalt it. What wealth they have expended, what
lives and honor they have sacrificed for the sake of manifesting
that which they have desired! And this Most Great Cause,
despite its loftiness, sublimity, glory, ascendancy and power,
hath appeared in the realm of Persia, yet until now its people
remain heedless of it, save for a few. Not for a moment have
they contemplated this Cause with justice and fairness, nor
have they ever sought to exalt it. Would that they had been
content with this! Every day they strive to extinguish the
light of the Manifestation and to quench the fire of the Divine
Lote-Tree. This Wronged One hath, through days and nights,
dispatched to all regions that which equalleth - nay exceedeth
- the previous Books. Verses have encompassed the world and
clear proofs have appeared before all faces, yet the ignorant
servants - meaning the divines and doctors of the age - have
become the cause of preventing the people and the reason for
the turning away of the inhabitants of the land.
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O Asad! Upon thee be the glory of God, the One, the Single!
Arise to aid the Cause. We beseech God to assist thee. He
will aid thee and make thee successful and reinforce thee with
the hosts of the seen and the unseen. While time remaineth,
occupy thyself with mention and praise, that perchance the
mention may attract the people of the world and draw them to
their true homeland. Verily, He is the Strong, the Triumphant,
the Mighty, the Powerful, the All-Wise.

Regarding what you asked about “the mystery of the great
reversal in the sign of the sovereign”, at the first appearance
[of the Manifestation], observe how Shaykh Muhammad Hasan
Najafi, who was the pole of Iranian scholars, and other scholars
of Najaf and the land of Taff and the countries of Iran, after
the Word was raised up and the Cause declared, all were found
to be veiled and shut out. They were deprived of the ocean of
the Merciful’s utterance and heedless of the sun of knowledge.
Rather, they occupied themselves with cursing and execration
from the pulpits. They rejected that Essence of being Whom
they had yearned and hoped to meet throughout centuries and
ages, and at the mention of Whose name they would say “may
God hasten.” Finally they issued the fatwa of death for His
most pure blood. However, some among the common peo-
ple turned to Him, drank from the ocean of divine knowledge,
found their way to the highest horizon, and on the day of the
raising of the Most Exalted Pen’s voice were blessed to say
“Here am 1.” Thus did We make their highest ones lowest and
their lowest ones highest. This is the mystery of “the great
reversal in the sign of the sovereign.”

Reflect upon the Son of Mary. Annas, who was the most
learned scholar of that age, issued the death warrant, and in
the presence of that vile one a blow was struck upon that holy
countenance. But the fisherman who was occupied with catch-
ing fish - when the Spirit [Jesus| passed by him and said “Come,
I will make you a fisher of men” - instantly turned to Him, for-
sook the sea and fish and all therein. Having never seen a
word of knowledge, he ascended to the kingdom of knowledge.
Finally he reached such a station that his sweet fragrances per-
fumed the world. That is from God’s grace - He giveth it to
whom He willeth. This same Peter, despite his exalted station,
at the end of his days showed that which was unworthy, but
in an instant the hand of grace seized him again and he was
sustained by the Kawthar of steadfastness. Blessed is he.

None but the Truth Himself, Who possesseth the Most Great
Infallibility, hath been or is His partner in this station. All
else are created by a word. This is true unity whose light hath
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shone forth from the horizon of the Supreme Pen’s heaven.
Think that thou mayest know. Enter this Most Great Ocean
in the name of God, glorified be His majesty, and in its depths
a illuminating sun shineth, that thou mayest attain thy goal
and find what hath been mentioned.

O thou who gazest upon the Face! Though the Supreme Pen
speaketh, yet it is silent, for it hath not spoken as it should,
and even if it had, it remaineth concealed. Contaminated ears
and tired eyes were not and are not worthy to hear and behold.
From the dried leaves of earth naught but meaningless sounds
have been or are heard. Throughout ages and centuries the
Shi’ih sect hath been uttering letters from pulpits and mosques
while remaining deprived and forbidden from the Mother Book.
We beseech God to grant thee success that thou mayest attain
true unity and arise to serve the Cause.

O Asad! Upon thee be My glory! Concerning thy question
about the meaning of ‘active’ - it refers to the Universal Lord,
though it hath other meanings, and that which returns to the
‘passive. Reflect upon the Tablet of Wisdom. In every verse
lies concealed an ocean among the oceans. We beseech God
that thou mayest be enabled to witness and contemplate that
which hath streamed forth from the Most Exalted Pen, both
in the past and future. That which hath been sent down from
the heaven of Divine Will is such that before it the books of
the world have bowed down, yet the peoples remain in evident
drunkenness. Out of pure bounty have We given this answer.
Fix thy gaze continually upon this verse which was previously
revealed in one of the Tablets: “This is not the day for ques-
tions. It behooveth everyone, when hearing the Call from the
Supreme Horizon, to arise and say: ‘Here am I, O Lord of
Names! Here am I, O Desire of the knowing ones!”” We have
revealed unto thee that whereby the eyes of the people of the
cities of knowledge and wisdom have been solaced. Give thanks
unto thy Lord for this manifest grace.

We make mention of him whom thou didst mention, who was
named Hasan in the Kingdom of Names. O Hasan! Thy name
was present before the Wronged One in the Most Great Prison.
From this far-off spot, hear the Call from the direction of ‘Akka:
Verily, there is none other God but He, the Single, the All-
Informed. Say: My God, my God! All praise be to Thee for
having enabled me to witness the signs of Thy Most Exalted
Pen, and all thanksgiving be unto Thee for having made known
to me Thy path, O Lord of all beings! I beseech Thee by the
mysteries of Thy utterance and the light of Thy proof to make
me steadfast in Thy Cause and firm in Thy love in such wise
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that neither the oppression of them that have disbelieved in
Thee and Thy signs, nor the doubts of such as have turned
away from Thy horizon and have uttered that at which the
dwellers of Thy Paradise and the inmates of the tabernacle of
Thy majesty have lamented, shall hinder me. Verily, Thou art
the Almighty over what Thou willest. There is none other God
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BHO00575

To: Baha’is in Shin and Ha et al.

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

In the Name of the One True God! & aslis ol

O friends of God in Shin and Ha! Hearken unto the call of the
Wronged One in luminous speech. He hath indeed mentioned
you before in eloquent language, and He is the Omnipotent, the
Mighty. The peoples of the world have been debarred from the
Lord of Names by the doubts and intimations of the leaders,
and have been deprived of the effulgent rays of the Sun of Rev-
elation. Had the servants but witnessed with their own eyes
and hearkened with their own ears, they would have attained
unto that which hath been and ever shall be the cause of ex-
altation. This Wronged One counseleth you to fear God and
to that whereby His Cause, the firm, the impregnable, may be
uplifted. Put not your trust in every speaker, nor be assured
by every visitor. Conquer the citadels of hearts with the hosts
of deeds and character. God, exalted be His glory, hath relin-
quished sovereignty unto the kings, and hath made hearts the
dawning-place of the radiant lights of the Sun of Revelation.
This is His practice in this Cause, and ye shall never find any
change or variation in His practice.

We beseech God to aid His Majesty the sovereign in protecting
His flock and safeguarding them from the wolves of the earth.
A just sovereign possesseth a great station in the sight of God
and occupieth an exalted rank. By the life of God! The most
excellent garment for the temple of sovereignty is the garment
of justice. It is the supreme adornment and the most resplen-
dent robe.
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O my God, my God! Adorn the temple of the sovereign with
the ornament of justice and his head with the crown of equity,
that the horizons may be illumined by his light, his station, his
manifestation and his effulgence.

One pearl of utterance revealed from the treasury of the Pen of
the All-Merciful is greater, more precious, and more valuable
than all the treasures of the earth and its jewels. Every person
of insight beareth witness, and every person of hearing is aware
of that which hath been mentioned. Implore ye God to aid and
strengthen the sovereign. On several occasions he protected
the oppressed from the wickedness of the oppressors in the
lands of H and M and K and T. Were they to become aware of
the purpose of this Revelation and the will and desire of God,
exalted be His glory, they would arise to aid the Cause. This
is the truth, there is no doubt therein. The Most Great Book
of God beareth witness to this in the most exalted station.

O people of God! Defile not your hearing with unseemly ut-
terances, and preserve your sight from the ophthalmia of vain
imaginings. The unjust ones of the world have assailed this
Wronged One from behind the veils like unto wolves, and with
the sword of falsehood and calumny have sought to attain unto
a station which God, exalted be His glory, hath sanctified from
their comprehension. They have appeared with the utmost
tyranny and injustice, and are occupied with misleading the
hapless creatures. But for the Glory (Baha), who would arise
before all faces? But for Him, who would raise up the Cause
of God, the Supreme, the Self-Subsisting? But for Him, who
would proclaim with the most great call betwixt earth and
heaven? Have they not beheld the waves of the ocean of the
All-Merciful’s utterance, or have they not heard the Most Great
Word from the most exalted horizon? At all times the call hath
been raised and the divine testimony hath appeared before all
faces, and yet they are debarred from the Self-Subsisting Lord
by their vain imaginings. This is that momentous news the
mention of which hath been revealed from the heaven of God’s
will in all former and latter Books. Well is it with the people
who have recognized its station, who have attained unto its
days, and who have aided His Cause with the hosts of wisdom
and utterance. Woe unto them that have turned away, unto
the heedless, and unto the forsakers.

Glorified art Thou, O Light of the horizons and Illuminator of
hearts and minds on the Day of Separation! I beseech Thee by
the lights of Thy most exalted horizon, by the manifestations of
Thy grandeur amidst all beings, by the sighs of them that are
nigh unto Thee, and the tears of the sincere ones, and by Thy

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

anly 5 Jaall 31y Ol Kon 15 A A
a.»U.», )9y abY! ‘LS'A:"‘:J celasl J,:KL
é\j&\J o)}@EJ

st b ooy J5oal= 518 0L 99 S
5 02 558 5l kel B e
b o 5 olS G oo Ol
Ollaker g1y 5) G 31 a §3 4l o1 e
B o 53 AalE 85 ke b b
A},A.aﬁ)\;\ ;—ch J u-b)\) f‘:‘J f-\b
BT o 3> St 5 03Ll 5 selas]
oo Y o e e el ) O s Ay
Pl el 5 o1 1 B Sy ety b

AV 4BVL (slsyli o Ao b

slplaly Ll L plagl ey 311y 2 s
MCM\‘} u\ﬁ' sqlag u\s‘- s ) (U.c
.‘\;:J.CL;LMM\J«A\}UJ{M},\'UJ\
N esgep rdia |y 5l e e = &
5l JW\,&JK{ osd O Syl

oY ) e o)ls g ML

A ) dj;uﬁ oY J 5 opd rLe\ (-)3.3'

Tl el only e oY ) gl el
\)Q@ouﬁc\f\\f\ eadl s 2N o
o1 1511 Yo *a Ly losé sl
oE CAV-\..\; uL>-\C?~); K105 ¢!
e ) pgnst Sy pll oy plel A
)awﬁwhd\w\w%(y
Gk 36 A Seshyl ol ) ey U5
o o 5 bl 136 5 wolin 150 o3
B 5 (oo adl s 5 OL) 5 3RS 2%

SO

[P N N FN AT
5 L;c‘y\ Sl il e W ey G
u“fd‘ Oy o) o Salie Ol
uﬁhdﬂ\;{‘/l:_)walsuub@}
53 01l Lot sl Sllbet 5

72

N



Vol. 87: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part IV

BH00575

Cause through which Thou hast subdued the nations, and by
Thy sovereignty which hath encompassed the world, to ordain
for Thy loved ones that which will draw them nigh unto Thee,
and to write down for them from Thy Most Exalted Pen that
which befitteth the heaven of Thy bounty, the ocean of Thy
grace, and the sun of Thy generosity. Verily, Thou art the One
Who hath power over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none
other God but Thee, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

O Pen! Make mention of him who is named Ibrahim, that he
may hear Thy most sweet melody and be of them that render
thanks. O Ibrahim! Hearken unto the call of God, the True
Sovereign, the Just, the Manifest. Verily it hath been raised
up in truth from this most exalted Station, as a command from
the presence of an All-Wise Ordainer. In each letter thereof
lieth concealed an ocean of meanings and utterance. Blessed
is he who hasteneth and draweth nigh, and taketh therefrom
a cup in My Most Glorious Name, detached from the kingdom
of creation, and drinketh thereof at one time in remembrance
of Me and at another through My Name whereby the limbs of
the ungodly have quaked.

O Ibrahim! Behold, then make mention of him who was named
Kazim when he sought the place of sacrifice, yearning to attain
the presence of the Lord of Names, and offered up his spirit, his
body and his wealth in the path of God, the Lord of all worlds.
Then remember him who severed his own head, moved by the
rapture of the Divine Call when he was present in Baghdad
before the countenance of the Lord of all beings. He sacrificed
his life to exalt the Word of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

O Ibrahim! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness.
How many souls have offered up their spirits, their glory, their
wealth and their comfort in the path of the One True Friend,
while the heedless servants have concealed the mention of the
deeds of these holy souls and these knights of the field of knowl-
edge, wisdom and understanding, and instead make mention
from their pulpits of the sacrifice of the previous Dispensation,
taking pride therein. Say: O heedless ones! How long will ye
remain deprived of the lights of the sun of justice and prevented
from the waves of the ocean of equity? Beware lest these fleet-
ing days withhold you from everlasting bounties, and beware
lest this world occupy you from the Lord of Names and Creator
of heaven. Say: Cast aside the people and what they possess,
and take what hath been given you from the presence of God,
the One, the Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O Ibrahim! Reflect upon the Most Great News and its
grandeur, and likewise upon the heedlessness of those who
have turned away among the people of the Bayan. Verily, he
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who stood before the Divine Countenance they have taken as
a lord for themselves besides God. Lo! They are among the
most lost in My perspicuous Book.

O Ibrahim! Convey My greetings to the loved ones in that land
on behalf of the Wronged One, and illumine them with the light
of the manifestations of the Luminary of Divine Command. To-
day the tree walketh and maketh mention with eloquent speech;
the man standeth still while the mountain moveth; from water
appeareth fire, and from fire floweth the Kawthar of utterance.
What a world this is! God knoweth. We beseech God to as-
sist you to turn unto Him in all conditions. Verily, He is the
Powerful, the Mighty, the Bestower.

The glory from Our presence be upon thee and upon thy family
and thy children. Verily, We give them the glad-tidings of that
which hath been sent down for them from the heaven of will
and bounty, and ordained for them from My Most Exalted Pen.
He is verily the Compassionate, the Generous.

O My Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of him who hath
been named Muhammad, illumine him with the lights of My
utterance and remind him of My verses. Then send down unto
him that which will enable him to soar in this holy, mighty
and wondrous atmosphere. O Muhammad! We have made
mention of thee before, and at this hour through a perspicuous
Tablet. We beseech God to assist thee and enable thee to do
that which He loveth and is pleasing unto Him. Verily, He is
the Omnipotent over whatsoever He willeth. There is none
other God but Him, the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.

5 The people of Baha possess, in the sight of God, another sta-

tion and another bounty, for they behold all besides God as
non-existent and as naught. Names deter them not, nor do
the doubts and intimations of the peoples of the earth become
a barrier unto them. With celestial might have they set their
faces toward the Most Glorious Horizon and have hearkened
unto the most sweet rustling of the Supreme Pen. The clamor
of the world is, to them, more contemptible than the croaking
of frogs and the chirping of ants. They have passed beyond
that which pertaineth unto the world and fix their gaze upon
that which is with God.

O Muhammad! The oppressors have made God’s Cause the
object of their derision, their sport and their play. They are oc-
cupied with their own desires, turning away from the dawning-
places of the lights of the Day-Star of certitude. Thus have
their souls deluded them with vain imaginings, and today they
are numbered with the dead. Blessed art thou, inasmuch as
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thou hast rent asunder the veils, despite the people of idle fan-
cies, and hast attained unto My choice sealed wine through My
Self-Subsisting Name. Verily, thy Lord is the All-Explaining,
the All-Knowing. The splendor from Our presence be upon
thee and upon thy children and thy kindred. God will soon
raise up from among thy descendants one who will arise amidst
the servants and remind them of God’s signs at the beginning
and at the end.

Make mention of him who hath been named Khan-
lar, that the fragrances of remembrance may draw him to the
horizon wherefrom hath shone forth the Day-Star of God’s
loving-kindness, the Goal of them that have knowledge. Say:
O people! By God, the Day hath come and the Self-Subsisting
calleth aloud from the Most Exalted Horizon. Draw nigh and
be not of the heedless. Beware lest the books of men debar
you from the Lord of creation, or the doubts of the nations
from the Most Great Name. Fear ye God and be not of the
wrongdoers. That which hath been sent down in truth cannot
be compared with the books of the world. He Who calleth be-
tween earth and heaven beareth witness unto this. Blessed is
he who hath heard and responded, and woe unto the heedless
ones.

Say: O company of the opposers! Fear ye God, then judge
fairly in this Great Announcement. Through Him Who calleth
amidst mankind hath appeared God’s Cause, His sovereignty,
His Manifestation and His power. Were it not for Him, who
would summon the people unto the Truth, and who would
guide mankind unto His straight path? The splendor from Our
presence be upon thee and upon them that are with thee and
thy kindred, whose hearts God hath illumined with the light
of His knowledge and whose faces with the lights of His mani-
festation. Verily, He is the Single, the One, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed.

We have made mention of, and continue to mention, the loved
ones of that land, and We counsel them with that which con-
duceth to the exaltation of the Word of God. The adornment
of man hath not been and is not through the riches of the world,
but rather through praiseworthy character, goodly deeds, lofti-
ness of purpose and nobility of nature. We beseech God to
adorn all with the ornament of steadfastness and to illumine
them with the light of detachment. He is the Powerful, the
Mighty, and He is the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious.
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To: Ismi et al.
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is God—exalted be His station in wisdom and utterance!

O My Name! Upon thee be My glory! The letter from
Samandar—upon him be My glory—which he wrote to thee
was presented before the Face. He made repeated mention
of Andalib—upon him be My glory—and the friends of that
land. Praise be to God, all are adorned with the ornament
of steadfastness and are firm and steadfast in the Cause of
God. The Supreme Pen hath made mention of the loved ones
of the land of Qaf in such wise that it would be difficult for
those who would enumerate to reckon it. Blessed are they,
and theirs is a goodly retreat.

Mention hath been made of Nabil-i-Akbar—upon him be My
glory. He hath turned toward the land of Kha for the purpose
of teaching the Cause of God. We beseech God to assist him
to make mention of Him and to praise Him, and to serve His
mighty and exalted Cause. Convey greetings on behalf of the
Wronged One to the rest of them who are in that land. In truth,
Samandar hath been and continues to be vigilant over the loved
ones. We beseech God to illumine all hearts with the lights of
the Day-Star of His Cause. This is that which hath ever been
loved and accepted before God. The darkness of the world shall
be dispelled through the light of unity, and dispersion shall be
changed to gathering, rejection to acceptance, disbelief to faith,
and waywardness to supreme guidance.

They made mention of Ibn-i-Abhar—upon him be My glory.
We beseech God to assist him and to set him ablaze with the
fire of love, that perchance the servants on earth may be enkin-
dled and turn from abasement to glory, and from the realm of
extinction to the realm of immortality. O My Name! Although
all that was to be said hath been said and all that was hidden
hath been revealed, yet it hath profited the servants nothing.
All are wandering in the wilderness of heedlessness and error,
save whom God willeth. The existing peoples were not and
are not worthy to turn to the Countenance of Glory. Through-
out ages and centuries they have worshipped and continue to
worship the calf. Such is the state and station of most of them.

5 Mention hath been made of Mirza Aqa—upon him be My glory—
and his namesake, and an answer hath been sent down from
the Kingdom of the All-Merciful’s utterance. Not an atom’s
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weight escapeth His knowledge, and He is the Single, the One,
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Convey greetings on behalf
of the Wronged One. We beseech God to assist them to do that
which is befitting this triumphant day.

The loved ones must consult together by night and day, and
hold fast to that which is conducive to the betterment of the
world and to unity, harmony and the reformation of the world.
What carpet hath not been rolled up, what edifice hath not
been destroyed, what glory hath not come to an end, and what
sun hath not set! While time remaineth, they must count it
as a treasure and arise to serve the Cause of God. Though it
is observed with absolute certainty that the existing ears are
incapable of hearing, and likewise the eyes are not worthy of
beholding. The people have become familiar with vain imagin-
ings and idols. Consider the people of Persia: for one thousand
two hundred years they spoke of vain imaginings, clung to vain
imaginings, and held fast to their hem. And after the manifes-
tation of their ignorance and heedlessness on the Day of Judg-
ment, again the people of Bayan cling to and utter the same
vain imaginings. Glory be to God! They remain heedless of
that which they have witnessed with their own eyes. What, af-
ter all, was the fruit of that people’s deeds, and what became
of them? The world of knowledge is bewildered at the igno-
rance of those souls. They came from the world of ignorance
and unknowing, and to the world of ignorance and unknowing
do they return. Beseech ye God that perchance in this world
of darkness—that is, the world of such souls—a star might dawn
forth, that they might see and find.

Concerning what was mentioned about dear Sharif - before the
exaltation of the Cause, the laws of the Apostle of God (may
my spirit be a sacrifice for His sake) remain valid and binding,
except for such deeds as would cause commotion. Convey on
behalf of the Wronged One greetings to that soul and give him
glad tidings that his deed hath been accepted and confirmed
in the Most Exalted Horizon. Well is it with him, happy is he.

We make mention of Khalil, upon him be My glory, and We
recall the days when he attained Our presence, heard the Call,
beheld the Most Exalted Horizon, and dwelt in the vicinity
until the irrevocable decree came for his departure to the land
of Qaf. We testify that he attained that which was hidden in
knowledge and inscribed in the Books of God, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

His nephew and other relatives have all been and continue to
be remembered before the Wronged One. We have mentioned
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them in verses and given them glad tidings of My loving-
kindness and mercy which have encompassed all existence,
both seen and unseen.

Mention was made of Jinab-i-‘Abdu’l-Husayn and the hand-
maiden of God, upon her be My glory. Several months ago a
decree was revealed from the Supreme Pen regarding this mat-
ter, and apparently it has not yet arrived. Praise be to God,
before the arrival of the decree, that which was befitting was
done. Jinab-i-Ismu’llah J, upon him be My glory and loving-
kindness, presented the details before the Most Holy Court.
Blessed is he and joy be unto him.

The loved ones, especially those adorned with the distinction
of rank, should strive to the extent possible to assist in the
affairs of the friends and their completion. We beseech God
to aid them and grant them success in that which they have
been commanded in the Book of God, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed.

Mention of Jinab-i-‘Andalib, upon him be My glory, was made
at first from the Supreme Pen. Now, as he was mentioned
again at the end of the letter, We make mention of him. By
the life of God, We have previously mentioned him in terms
that no thing can equal, nor any treasure among treasures -
nay, all the treasures of the world. We beseech confirmation
and success for him, that he may attract the dejected souls in
the dusty earth through the mention and praise of the Lord of
Names, and teach them to soar.

Mention was made of Jinab-i-Haji Baba Kulih-Darrih, upon
him be My glory. We heard mention of him and turned to-
ward him that he may rejoice and be among the thankful ones.
O Baba, the people of the Bayan are seen to be more lost than
the previous faction. They have regarded the divine counsels
as if they never existed. That which was revealed in the Per-
sian Bayan and which all were commanded to follow, they have
attributed to corruption. They possess neither sight nor hear-
ing of their own, although in most passages the Point (the Bab)
states “Look upon Him with His eyes and hear with His ears”
- and this passage specifically refers to this Manifestation. Yet
with the transgressors it has been abandoned and rejected. O
Baba, convey greetings to the friends of the village on behalf of
the Wronged One and give them glad tidings of God’s loving-
kindness. Verily He is with His accepting servants and with
His steadfast servants.

That which was written concerning Hakim Ilya was observed.
That which was revealed specially for him and the other friends
of the letter Ha and Mim was such as caused decayed bones to
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quiver and bestowed eternal life. Let us see what will appear
from the people of that land and what fruit it will yield. Make
mention of the teacher and his associates and all the members
of the household on behalf of the Wronged One, that they may
drink from the chalice of remembrance and be set ablaze with
the fire of the love of God. Thus have We sent down the verses
and expounded them with truth and dispatched them unto
thee that the servants of the earth may be mindful thereof.
Verily thy Lord is the All-Merciful, the Munificent. The Glory
shining from the horizon of the heaven of My mercy be upon
you, O My friends, and upon them that have quaffed the cup of
faithfulness before the faces of men and have drunk therefrom
in My Name, the Mighty, the Well-Beloved. The Cause is in
God’s hands, the Lord of what was and what shall be.

O My leaves and My handmaidens! The letter that was sent
hath twice been mentioned in the presence of the Wronged One,
and the glances of His loving-kindness have been directed to-
wards you. Praise be to God, ye have partaken of the waves of
the ocean of the Merciful’s utterance and have been illumined
by the effulgences of the Sun of Manifestation. Ye have heard
that for the hearing of which the world was brought from noth-
ingness into being. Know ye the value of your stations. I swear
by the Sun of Truth which hath shone forth from the most ex-
alted horizon of existence, there hath been ordained for those
men and women who have turned unto God, who are devoted
and are attracted, that which the descriptions of the people
of the world and the mentions of nations fall short of and are
powerless to recount. Well is it with you and pleasant is it for
you.

We beseech God to assist all to occupy themselves with the
mention of the Goal of all the worlds with the utmost joy and
fragrance, and to transform separation into the light of unity
and accord, that the hearts of His servants may be adorned
with the holy words “We are God’s”” The world is deprived
while ye are triumphant. In its primary rank, poison hath
destroyed all in the inmost essence, yet they perceive it not.
We beseech God to illumine hearts and souls with the lights of
the Day Star of love and unity. He is the Powerful, the Mighty.

We make mention of Our loved ones there and give them the
glad-tidings of that which hath appeared for them from the
treasuries of My Most Exalted Pen. Blessed is he who hath
witnessed and seen, and woe unto the heedless. O My loved
ones! The Wronged One maketh mention of you through verses
the like of which cannot be found, and We mentioned you be-
fore in such wise as to attract the hearts of them that are nigh
unto God. A letter hath come to hand in the Most Great
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Prison in the name of My handmaidens, written by him who
hath turned unto the Supreme Horizon and hath drunk the
cup of reunion from the hand of the bounty of his Lord, the
All-Merciful, the Munificent. Blessed is he who hath attained
unto the most great steadfastness in this Cause whereby the
backs of the idolaters were broken and the pillars of the idols
were shaken. He is assuredly among the denizens of the Most
Exalted Paradise in the sight of God, the Lord of the worlds.
We beseech God to assist His loved ones with the angels of the
unseen and the visible world and to aid them to triumph in
His Cause through the hosts of wisdom and utterance. Ver-
ily He is the Almighty, the Powerful, the All-Conquering, the
Omnipotent.

The Glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of My loving-
kindness be upon you, O My loved ones and My friends, and
upon them that love you for the sake of God, the Mighty, the
Beautiful.
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To: Siyyid Husayn Afnan, in Shiraz
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

The Epistle of God, the Help-in-Peril, the Self-Subsisting.
He is the One Who speaks from His Most Exalted Horizon.

This is a Book sent down by the Wronged One that He might
draw all near unto God, the All-Protecting, the Self-Subsisting.
That which was hidden in God’s knowledge and veiled from
hearts and eyes hath been revealed. The Day hath come, yet
the people have denied God’s proof and His evidence, following
every heedless rejected one. They have cast the Book of God
behind their backs and committed that which hath caused the
near ones to lament. They have done what they were forbidden
in God’s Book and abandoned what they were commanded.
They are indeed among those who have violated the Covenant
and the pledges.

Say: O concourse of the earth! Fear God and follow not the
manifestations of idle fancies and vain imaginings. Behold,
behold how the Sun speaketh before your faces and calleth
you to its praiseworthy station. Fear God and deny not Him
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Whose appearance was heralded in God’s Books of old and yet
to come, and of Whose praise the Messengers have spoken.

O Husayn! The Wronged One calleth thee from the precincts
of the Prison and consoleth thee in what hath befallen thee.
Thy Lord is verily the All-Patient. He biddeth thee to be pa-
tient and steadfast, and He is the Commander over what was
and what shall be. Hearken unto the Call from the direction
of ‘Akka. Verily, it speaketh in every condition that there is
no God but Him, the Lord of the unseen and the seen. Noth-
ing escapeth His knowledge. He doeth what He willeth and
ordaineth what He pleaseth. He is the Almighty, the Mighty,
the All-Loving.

Beware lest the happenings of the world grieve thee or the
doubts of those who have denied God’s Book and His Manifes-
tation cause thee to slip. They, verily, perceive not. Take hold
of the Book with the strength from God. He commandeth thee
to righteousness and godliness, and He is the Single, the One,
the Mighty, the Best-Beloved. He hath appeared and revealed
that which draweth people nigh unto His extended path. Arise
to serve the Cause, then mention Him with wisdom and utter-
ance in such wise that hearts and souls are attracted thereby.
Beware lest the clamor of the people or the veils of those who
have disbelieved in the Witness and the Witnessed prevent
thee.

Say: By God! The veils have been rent asunder and the All-
Bountiful hath come at the return with a Cause before which
ranks and hosts cannot stand. Say: This is the Day ye were
promised in the Books of old, and of which Muhammad, the
Messenger of God, gave you glad tidings in His words: “The
Day when people shall stand before the Lord of the Kingdom.”
We have sent down the verses and manifested the clear proofs,
yet most of the people understand not. This is the Day of
turning unto God, but the people have turned away from it.
They have forsaken their God and followed their desires. They
perceive not. They have denied God’s favor after its appear-
ance and rejected His signs after their revelation. The Tongue
of Grandeur in the Most Exalted Horizon beareth witness to
this, yet the people hear not. By God’s life! Had they heard,
they would have hastened to a station whereof every atom pro-
claimeth: The Promise hath come, and this is the Promised
One.

Verily My Most Exalted Pen desireth to make mention of
His Afnan who hath ascended unto the Supreme Companion
through God’s irrevocable decree. We testify that he hearkened
unto the Call when it was raised betwixt earth and heaven, and
attained unto that which the honored servants have attained,
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acknowledging His oneness and His singleness and that which
the Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken from His exalted station.
He hath, at the time of his ascension, purified him and forgiven
him as a token of His grace, and hath ordained for him in the
most exalted Paradise a station that thoughts and minds can-
not comprehend. Blessed art thou, O My Afnan, for that which
befell thee in the earliest days. Verily thy Lord is the Truth,
the Knower of the unseen. He hath witnessed what befell thee
and preserved thee through His sovereignty until the promise
was fulfilled and that which was ordained for thee in the Pre-
served Tablet came to pass. O Abu’l-Qasim! Upon thee be the
glory of God and the glory of His Prophets and His chosen ones,
and the glory of them that circle round the Throne at eventide
and at dawn. The first wave that hath risen from the ocean
of grace from the presence of the Ancient King be upon thee,
O thou who hast held fast unto the cord of grace in the days
of God, the Lord of the Kingdom. We beseech Him, exalted
be He, to send down upon thee at all times a mercy from His
presence and to ordain for thee that which shall gladden thine
eyes. Thus hath the Tongue of the Wronged One spoken on
this darksome night, as bidden by God, the Lord of all being.
We are God’s, and unto Him shall we return.

We have turned from the Arabic tongue to Persian, that all
may comprehend the meaning and come. O Afnan! Be not
grieved by that which hath befallen. At all times doth the
world display its own scroll and proclaimeth with the most
exalted call its own evanescence, counseling and advising its
people. Blessed is the ear that hath been privileged to hear its
call, for if man would truly observe and perceive the changes
and vicissitudes of the world, he would find himself reposing
upon the throne of tranquility, would return from extinction
to everlasting life, and would set his heart upon supreme glory
rather than utter abasement. The world and all that is therein
would not change him. Praise be to God, there hath been
ordained for you that which hath no peer or likeness. The
Blessed Tree hath mentioned you among the Afnan and hath
accepted you. This is a great bounty and an exalted station.
Preserve it in the name of the one incomparable Powerful One.
Your station is to promote and teach the Cause of God. This
Wronged One hath, from the earliest days, extolled the mention
of the Afnan. The Sacred Scriptures and revealed Tablets bear
witness.

Reflect upon the tribulations and afflictions that have befallen
the Wronged One. From the earliest days He arose before the
faces of all men, both rulers and divines, and summoned all,
for the sake of God and without any veil or covering, to the
most sublime horizon. The purpose of His rising was to exalt
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the Word, and of His call to draw creation nearer to the Lord
of the seen and unseen. It is clear and evident to the people of
insight and the companions of the Most Great Vision that in
no matter did He seek any purpose for Himself. To this testify
My deeds before the faces of the world and the rising of My
call amongst the nations.

When the effulgences of the Sun of Truth dawned from the
horizon of the heaven of manifestation, all parties arose in op-
position and protest, and brought about that which none but
the True One knoweth. Glory be to God! From the people of
the Bayan there occurred that which hath rendered the Pen
powerless to mention. Some have objected to the mention of
Divinity and Lordship. Say: O people of the Bayan! By the
life of the All-Merciful! He desired no mention from among all
mentions except for the drawing near of the servants and their
turning to God, the Lord of the Day of Return. Silence hath
been beloved and still is beloved by the Wronged One, for ears
worthy of this call are rare in this day. To this testifieth ev-
ery fair-minded and perceiving one. However, His Holiness the
Herald, that is to say the Primal Point, states at the beginning
of the Bayan: “He Who speaketh in every condition, verily I
am God, there is no God but Me, the Lord of all things, and
all besides Me are My creation. O My creation! Worship ye
Me.”

Likewise, in reply to one of the Letters of the Living, regarding
Him Whom God shall make manifest, He saith: “Verily, I am
the first of them that worship Him.” He hath repeatedly made
such statements. By the Sun of Truth! Were it not for His
mention, this Wronged One would have chosen silence in these
matters, save for those who are worthy. Glory be to God!
The understanding of the people of the Bayan is observed to
be lower than that of the people of the Furqan, for that party
accepted the words “Verily, I am God” from the Tree, while this
group accepteth not these words from the Tree of Being and the
Lord of the seen and unseen. Those who cast doubts through
such words - their purpose is evident and manifest before God.
Verily He is the Concealer, the All-Patient, the Compassionate,
the Generous. Say: Nothing escapes His knowledge and no
matter is beyond His power. He witnesses and sees, and He is
the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.

O My Afnan! We beseech the Most High to assist you, to
strengthen you, and to ordain for you that which will gladden
hearts and bring joy to eyes. And at the end of this Tablet
We counsel you with that which is the cause of elevation and
advancement, namely consultation in affairs. Should you con-
sult with the honored Afnan, upon him be My glory and My
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loving-kindness and My mercy, in your affairs, this would be
well-pleasing and acceptable before God. God will soon set
right your affairs and draw you near unto Him and reveal to you
that which was hidden from the eyes of the beholders. Praise
be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

Convey to all the kindred My greetings on behalf of the
Wronged One. The glory shining forth from the horizon of
the heaven of My mercy be upon My Afnan who have not
broken My covenant and My testament and who have acted
according to that which was commanded in My perspicuous
Book. The command is God’s, the Powerful, the Strong, the
Triumphant, the Almighty.
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Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the All-Powerful, the All-Hearing, the All-Answering!

This is a Book which the Most Merciful hath sent down from
the heaven of proof to manifest His testimony amongst His
servants and His evidence throughout His realm. He, verily, is
the Truth, there is no God but Him, the Single, the One, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Hearken unto the Call from the direction of My Most Great
Prison. Verily it hath been raised in truth and summoneth all
men unto the straight path of God. This is the Day whereof
Muhammad, the Apostle of God, gave glad tidings, and before
Him the Spirit, and before Him He Who conversed with God.
Yet the people are in thick veils. This is the Day whereon
the breezes of the All-Merciful have wafted over all creation
and the waters of life have flowed from the Most Exalted Pen.
Blessed is he who hath turned unto it, taken thereof and drunk
therefrom. Woe unto the heedless!

The Promise hath come to pass and He Who conversed with
God upon the Mount is seated upon the throne of Revelation,
calling all unto God, the Lord of the worlds. When the horizon
of the world was illumined with the lights of the countenance
of the Ancient of Days, the divines turned away and perpe-
trated that which caused the dwellers of the all-highest Par-
adise to lament and every fair-minded, clear-sighted one to cry
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out. These are the servants of whom the All-Merciful spoke in
the Qur’an: they exchanged the favor of God for disbelief and
led their people to the abode of perdition. Through their turn-
ing away the people turned away and denied Him in Whom
they had believed throughout ages and centuries.

Thus doth My Most Glorious Pen recount unto thee that thou
mayest rejoice and be of those who are thankful. Say: O con-
course of men! Be fair, by God, the Lord of Power. If ye
deny this Most Great Bounty, by what proof can ye establish
that which ye possess? Bring it forth then and be not of the
wrongdoers.

i This is the Day whereof the Apostle of God gave tidings, say-

ing: “The Day whereon all men shall stand before the Lord of
the worlds,” and of which the Primal Point gave glad tidings,
saying when mentioning His Name: “I, verily, am the first to
worship Him.”

Thy letter hath come before the Wronged One. We have heard
what was therein and have answered thee with a Tablet from
whose horizon shineth the light of God’s favor, the Lord of the
Day of Judgment. We had held back the Pen for a long period,
but when the appointed time came, We caused the Trumpet to
sound, and it is My Most Exalted Pen, and We have revealed
unto thee that which shall endure as long as the kingdom of
God, the Lord of the Mighty Throne, shall endure.

Consider the people of the Qur’an. They awaited the days
of the Manifestation, yet when He came with the truth, they
pronounced sentence of death against Him. Thereby did the
Tablet and the Pen lament, and the foundations of the Primal
Word were shaken. Thus did their souls prompt them. They
are, in truth, among the most lost in the Book of God, the
Lord of all worlds.

Blessed is thy letter, for it hath spoken the truth and testified
to the oneness and singleness of God. Thy Lord doth witness
and see, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. Nothing
whatsoever escapeth His knowledge. Through Him was raised
the standard of unity and the banners of detachment, and all
things proclaimed: “The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the
Mighty, the All-Praised.”

Verily, when thou hast drunk the choice wine of revelation
from the cup of My bounty and been drawn by My call unto
the kingdom of My utterance, say:

O my God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having mentioned
me through Thy most great signs, from which everyone pos-
sessed of perception perceiveth the fragrance of eternity. Glory
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be to Thee for having caused me to hear the rustling of Thy
Most Exalted Pen and shown me Thy signs and most sublime
I bear witness, O my God, to Thy oneness and Thy
singleness, and that Thou art God, there is none other God
but Thee. Thou hast ever been supreme over the kingdom of
earth and heaven. Through Thy name the banner of “He doeth
what He willeth” was raised. I beseech Thee, O Creator of
heaven and Sovereign of the Kingdom of Names, by the power
of Thy Will and the manifestation of Thy Purpose, and by the
Beloved through Whose advent the heavens of Thy might were
honored, and by the Spirit whom Thou didst raise to the hori-
zon of Thy Cause, and by the Rod that vanquished the swords
and through which the stars of Thine enemies were dimmed
and Pharaoh and his hosts were drowned by Thy might and
power, to make me steadfast in Thy Cause and firm in Thy
love, such that names shall not prevent me from drawing near
unto Thee, nor shall the gulf of idle fancies debar me from
turning toward the shore of the ocean of Thy mercy. O Lord!
I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy throne, the dawning-places
of Thy revelation and the daysprings of Thine inspiration, to
ordain for me what Thou didst ordain for Thy chosen ones who
were not frightened by armies nor weakened by the power of
the mighty. They stood before the faces of enemies declaring
“God is our Lord and the Lord of the exalted throne.”

words.

2 O My Most Exalted Pen! Set aside the eloquent tongue and

warble in the luminous language. We testify that by thy move-
ment spirits took flight and the Dove of Utterance sang upon
the highest branch of possibility. The veil hath been removed
and the Lord of Creation hath come with the banners of wis-
dom and utterance. Blessed is he who hath heard, and woe
unto every heedless and remote one.

Hear thou in the Persian tongue the call of the Wronged One.
First, the delay in reply was due to wisdom, and when the
time came, that which is the immortal Kawthar for the fair-
minded and the Salsabil of life for the thirsty was sent. Verily
all affairs are in His hand and within His mighty grasp. He
doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth, and
He is the All-Powerful, the Almighty.

From the earliest days, this Wronged One addressed the faces
of princes and divines with the most exalted call, and sum-
moned all, without any veil or concealment, to the supreme
horizon, the most exalted summit and the ultimate goal. In
those days the limbs of the world trembled and were disturbed
by the oppression of the transgressors. Surely that honor hath
heard that a special Tablet was sent to each of the kings, in-
cluding the Sovereign of Iran, and there befell this Wronged
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One that which caused the people of the cities of justice and
fairness to weep. When some rays appeared from the horizons
and a measure of assurance became evident, souls who were
hidden behind the veil rushed forth with the swords of malice.
By the life of God! They committed that which caused the
tears of the near ones to flow, and they said that which the
ancients never said.

5 O thou who gazest toward the horizon! The eye was created

for beholding and the ear for hearing, yet all are veiled and
deprived save whom God willeth. The deniers of the Bayan
have clung to the cord of the former people and walk in their
footsteps. We make mention of one word that ye may drink
from the ocean of knowledge and partake of the lights of the
sun of wisdom, and ponder upon matters until that which is
now hidden may be revealed.

For twelve hundred years and more, the Shi’ih divines, whose
number cannot be reckoned, were unaware of the Manifesta-
tion while still in the loins, and all were heedless of this most
great Cause. Not one among these divines attained unto the
truth. Now again Hadi-i-Dawlatabadi and certain other souls
who have never had, nor now have, any knowledge of the Cause,
desire to afflict the people with the delusions of the past. It
behooveth you and the people of truth - those who have truly
partaken of the choice sealed wine and attained unto the recog-
nition of the Lord of Revelation - to protect the people from
the delusions of the heedless ones, namely the deniers of the
Bayan, lest these delusions resurface. The martyrdom of the
Primal Point - may the spirit of all else be sacrificed for His
sake - was caused by the calumnies of the past. We beseech
God to assist thee, that perchance thou mayest guide those
who wander in the wilderness of heedlessness to the lights of
the Day-Star of certitude. We ask God to help thee and aid
thee in serving His firm, impregnable and mighty Cause.

Concerning what thou didst ask about sleep - praise be to God
- it is evidence of thy devotion, steadfastness and support.

And concerning His statement “First, this group must be re-
moved” - the intention was Hadi-i-Dawlatabadi and the heed-
less souls gathered around him, but their removal was and is
to be through the swords of wisdom and utterance.

God willing, thou wilt arise to support the Cause, detached
from the world and holding fast to the Most Great Name, and
protect the helpless servants from the evil of that heedless one.
They must reflect upon that which hath appeared and ponder
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the loss of the former people and their wretchedness and all
that proceeded from them. If thou becomest aware, thou wilt
find thyself seated upon the throne of certitude and assurance
in this Most Great Revelation. Today is the day of service and
the day of assistance through counsels and exhortations, for
strife, corruption and contention have been forbidden in this
Revelation. Now must thou, trusting in God and committing
thy affairs unto Him, guide the servants to the highest horizon
through remembrance and praise. This is not difficult for God.
Then wilt thou find thyself detached from all else and arising
to serve His Most Great Cause and His Mighty Message. As-
suredly God, exalted be His glory, will deal with thee as He
deemeth best.

The glory shining forth from the horizon of the heaven of God’s
bounty, the Lord of the worlds, be upon thee and upon those
whom neither the doubts of the divines nor the hints of the
jurisprudents, nor the threat of the oppressors have deterred.
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To: Shaykh Kazim Samandar, in Qazvin
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the Dawning-Place from the horizon of the heaven of
utterance!

Praise be fitting and worthy unto the Lord of all desires, Who
confirmed that soul in turning towards Him, in drawing nigh,
in rendering victorious aid and in teaching His Cause, and
Who, through His blessed word “The Kingdom is Mine,” made
manifest the tokens of the Hour and the mysteries of the Res-
urrection. His is the praise and the glorification, His the grat-
itude and the splendor. From the first days thou didst turn
unto Him and didst drink from the cup of confession before
the faces of the chosen ones and the wicked. With complete
steadfastness thou didst arise to serve the Cause of the Lord of
all beings. In days when vain imaginings deprived all from the
Most Exalted Horizon, with the finger of certitude thou didst
rend asunder the veils of idle fancy, and with the arm of assur-
ance thou didst break the backs of the idols. We beseech God
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to aid thee at all times with wondrous and fresh confirmations,
that He may render all thy deeds as a single remembrance be-
fore thy Lord, and that there may waft from them that which
shall guide mankind unto Him. Verily, He is the Almighty, the
All-Powerful.

Some time ago, Ism-i-Jud, upon him be My glory, forwarded
thy letter to the Wronged One. We found in it that which
caused the countenance of love to smile. Verily thy Lord is the
All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful. O thou who hast drunk the
wine of revelation from the cup of My bounty! Hearken unto
My call from the direction of My prison. Verily, it calleth thee
as a grace from His presence and maketh mention of thee as a
mercy from His side. He, verily, is the All-Bountiful, the Most
Generous.

O Samandar! Reflect upon the power of God, exalted be His
glory, and likewise upon the manifestations of suppositions and
idle fancies. The Most Exalted Herald, the Primal Point - may
the spirit of all else but Him be sacrificed for His sake - hath
declared: “I have written the essence concerning His mention:
He shall not be known through My allusions, nor through what
hath been revealed in the Bayan.” Would that they had com-
prehended this one utterance and held fast unto it! Given this
decisive and binding word which, as attested by God, is the
essence of the Bayan - is it permissible that the people of the
Bayan should today remain veiled and heedless of its Revealer
and Sender? Every fair-minded person in these days chooseth
silence that he may hearken to the flow of the Supreme Pen,
from which the fragrance of God’s Cause is diffused. The Pri-
mal Point in the highest realm uttereth the blessed words “Ver-
ily, I am the first to worship.”

Say: O people! Fear God, behold His horizon, then hearken to
His call.
of the world, nor what hath appeared from Him with what
hath appeared among the nations. The heaven of divine proof
is today adorned with the suns of wisdom and utterance and
the stars of commandments and ordinances. Turn ye unto
them and be not of those who turn aside. This Most Great
Revelation hath ever been all-encompassing, not encompassed.
The Herald hath mentioned that which hath no likeness or
equal, and from His own manifestation and appearance His
supreme purpose was to exalt this Word. This is mentioned
in one station, while in another station “None knoweth it save
Him.” This is the truth, there is no doubt therein. By God, the
Truth! This Most Great Cause and Supreme Proof hath never
needed anything to establish Its manifestation. The ocean of
utterance is manifest before the faces of all religions, and the

His mention cannot be confused with the mentions
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sun of proof shineth resplendent above all heads. The Ultimate
Tree appeareth with wondrous and sublime fruits and fresh and
delicate leaves. Say: Cast aside that which withholdeth you
from God, the Lord of all worlds, and take hold of that which

ye have been commanded by One powerful, knowing, and wise.

; Today the Bayan is contingent and dependent upon the ac-

ceptance of this Most Great Revelation. Verily We sent down
for Our Herald that which brought solace to the eyes of God’s
Books, the Guardian, the Self-Subsisting. We sent it to Him,
and when it came before Him and He read it, He was so trans-
ported by the breezes of revelation that He soared wholly in
My atmosphere and sought to attain My presence. The verses
stirred Him in such wise that no pen and ink, no tongue can
ever recount it. To this the Mother Book beareth witness in the
final return. We have veiled the root of the Cause to preserve
it, as a wisdom from Our presence, and I am the Mighty, the
Unconstrained. Verily, He doeth what He willeth and shall not
be asked of what He willeth. He is the Powerful, the Mighty,
the All-Knowing.

O Samandar! The earthworms of clay were never worthy of
ascent and soaring, and the former people, namely the Shi’ites,
were in truth reared on suppositions and idle fancies. By My
life! They were not and are not aware of any matter. Until now
the mysteries of revelation are not known. Through a single
name and word did the religion of Islam become weakened
and slip away. O Samandar! The Letters of every revelation
must be present in the days of manifestation and attain the
honor of meeting. Reflect, then conceal, and be of those who
preserve. Until now they have not understood the meaning of
unity. It behooveth Us to leave off their mention and mention
that which causeth the mountains to quake, let alone human
beings. Verily He is the Powerful, the Mighty.

Know ye that mention was made of souls who have desired to
turn towards the Most Great Ocean. O Samandar! Eyes and
ears that are worthy and capable of witnessing and hearing
are as rare as red sulphur. Yet there is hope that through
your sincerity and arising to serve the Cause, the Word may
penetrate and guide the servants to the highest horizon. We
beseech God to aid them to understand the Shi’ih faction and
their deeds and words that oppose God’s Cause, for if any soul
attains to this station, he will find himself firm and steadfast,
such that names will not hold him back from the Truth, nor
will the false tales of the past deprive him. Make mention of
each of the friends in that land on behalf of the Wronged One.
All are and have been beneath the glances of His favor. We
beseech God to assist them to promote His Cause with wisdom
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and utterance, and to send down upon them from the heaven
of His bounty that which will draw them nigh unto Him. He
is the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

When thou art stirred by the rapture of My call, turn towards
My direction and say:

My God, my God! Thou seest my turning unto Thee, my
clinging fast, my orientation and my attachment. I beseech
Thee by Thy Most Firm Handle and by the hem of the robe
of Thy bounty, O Lord of all beings, and by the light of Thy
Cause whereby earth and heaven were illumined, to make me
at all times turned towards Thy horizon, speaking Thy praise,
and promoting Thy Cause with wisdom and utterance. Thou
art verily the Mighty, the Bestower. O my Lord! Illumine the
hearts of Thy servants with the light of Thy knowledge, then
open the doors of their hearts with the keys of Thy bounty and
generosity.

O my Lord! Thou seest them wandering in the atmosphere
of perplexity and error. Deliver them through Thy name, the
All-Powerful, and save them through Thy name, the Almighty.
Then aid them, O my God, through Thy signs and evidences,
make known to them Thy path, and teach them that which will
raise them to the heaven of Thy might and acceptance. Thou
art verily the Omnipotent Whom the veils of the transgressors
cannot withhold, nor the turning away of the opposers, nor the
gloating of the gleeful. Thou art verily the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.

Thou didst mention meeting with Haji Mirza Abu’l-Fadl. O
Samandar! In the days when the Most Great Luminary was
dawning and shining from the horizon of the heaven of the
Land of Mystery, after the sending of Tablets and the revela-
tion of verses, Mulla Isma’il sent a letter to the servant who was
present, wherein he acknowledged and confessed his recogni-
tion of Him Whom God shall make manifest. Then he uttered
these unworthy and unbecoming words, saying that were he
to proclaim this station in the Land of Qaf, Mulla Hadi would
cut off his bread. Consider now how the Most Pure and Abha
Hearing could receive such words. Yet for the sake of God, We
heard them and commanded patience and forbearance.

A most mighty and holy Tablet was revealed from the heaven
of grace and sent in response to Aqa Siyyid Musa, upon him be
the Glory of God, that he might find therefrom the fragrance
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of God, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting. Verily we are
God’s, and to Him shall we return.

BRL__ATBH#12x
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BHO00815

To: Ismullah (Ismi) et al.
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

O He Who is named of God, upon him be the Glory of God!
He is the Manifest, the Speaker, the Trustworthy

O My Name! We make mention of Our loved ones in Ta and
give glad-tidings to those who have turned towards and taken
hold of the Book of God with such might that all the Pharaohs
and tyrants of the earth and every remote oppressor were pow-
erless to prevent it. We have lit the lamp of knowledge in the
niche of utterance through Our command, and We are, verily,
the Ordaining, the All-Wise.

3 O My loved ones in that land! Hearken unto My call, for it
will draw you nigh unto the horizon from which hath shone
forth the Luminary of God’s tender mercy, the Lord of all
worlds. We have kindled the fire in the midst of the world that
it might set ablaze the hearts of them that have drawn nigh
and attract the hearts of such servants as were overtaken by
heedlessness until they turned away from God, the Sovereign
of this wondrous Day.

O My Name! Upon thee be My glory. That which thou didst
send hath come before the Wronged One, and the All-Glorious
hath read it before My face. We have answered thee through
this mighty Tablet. Blessed is he who hath made mention of
thee and sent thee a letter that spoke of My remembrance and
bore witness to him who sent it unto thee. Thy Lord, verily, is
the All-Explaining, the All-Knowing.

5 His letter came before Us aforetime. We read it and revealed

for every name mentioned therein that which will draw him
nigh unto the highest pinnacle. To this doth this momentous
announcement testify.
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O ‘Ayn-Qabil-Ta! Hear My call time and again. It will draw
thee unto My kingdom and cause thee to soar in this refined
and luminous atmosphere. Blessed art thou and blessed is thy
father who hath ascended unto the Most Exalted Companion,
and blessed is My handmaiden whom We named the Mother of
the Near Ones in the Crimson Book by the Most Exalted Pen
from the presence of One mighty and ancient. We make men-
tion of thee and those in thy household with such remembrance
as to attract the hearts of them that are endued with under-
standing. We make mention of thy brother who was named
Rahim in the Book of God, the Mighty, the All-Praised. We
counsel him and those who have believed to observe trustwor-
thiness and godliness and whatsoever will exalt the station of
man in the contingent world. Exalted is the Most Merciful
Who hath made mention of His loved ones and aided them in
that which will draw them nigh unto Him. He, verily, is the
All-Bountiful, the All-Generous.

We make mention of My two leaves and give them the glad-
tidings of My bounty and My mercy which have preceded all
things, and My tender care which hath encompassed both small
and great.

O Leaf! Be not grieved at what hath befallen thee. We speak
the truth when We say that thy daughter hath attained unto
such bounties in the Most Exalted Paradise as the understand-
ing of the peoples of the world hath not and never shall com-
prehend. Be thou gladdened by God’s favor. Set not thy heart
upon the abode of tribulation. Fix thy gaze upon the Most
Sublime Horizon and upon that which God hath ordained for
His loved ones. One verse revealed from the Most Exalted Pen
is worth a hundred thousand times more than the most no-
ble offspring, for that which proceedeth from God shall endure
throughout the sovereignty of earth and heaven. The fragrance
of the All-Merciful from His utterance hath never been and
shall never be cut off. Rejoice thou in this most great favor,
then render thanks unto thy Lord, the All-Merciful, the Most
Compassionate.

O Shukru’llah! Thou hast attained unto that which the cham-
pions of the earth, its horsemen, princes and divines were
debarred from attaining. Preserve this most exalted station
through the name of thy Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
Beware lest the world and its vicissitudes, its glory and favors,
debar thee from God, the Lord of all worlds. All that thou be-
holdest today shall perish. Take thou that which shall serve as
a light unto thee, an illumination, a helper and companion in
all the worlds of thy Lord. He, verily, is the Forgiving, the Mer-
ciful. Having taken the cup of My loving-kindness and drunk
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therefrom the choice wine of My utterance, say: My God, my
God! Thou seest me advancing towards that whereunto Thou
hast bidden me turn, clinging to Thy Most Firm Handle, and
awaiting the wonders of Thy mercy, O Lord of all being and
King of the throne above and the earth below. O Lord! I
beseech Thee by the fire of Thy love which hath enkindled
the hearts of Thy chosen ones, and by the wine of Thy utter-
ance which hath attracted the hearts of Thy loved ones and so
transported them through the potency of Thy Word that they
hastened unto Thy good-pleasure - neither were they held back
by the ranks of the oppressors from turning to the light of Thy
countenance, nor by the might of the aggressors from draw-
ing nigh unto Thy station - to assist me to serve Thee and to
exalt Thy Word. I moreover beseech Thee, O Creator of the
world and Educator of the nations, by the movement of Thy
finger and by that which hath flowed from Thy Pen, to ordain
for Thy loved ones that which will draw them nigh unto Thee
and enable them to do that which Thou lovest and approvest.
Verily, Thou art God; there is none other God but Thee, the
Mighty, the Great.

O My Name! The letter from Ghulam, upon him be My glory,
was seen. Mention of him hath repeatedly flowed from the
Most Exalted Pen, yet it reached him not. The servant in
attendance before Our face did, as commanded, dispatch a de-
tailed letter, which likewise did not arrive. Glory be to God!
From the day that Abu-Jahl entered this land in the name of
Muhammad, there occurred a delay in the sending of Tablets,
and of those that were sent, some did not arrive, including the
Tablets of Aqa Ghulam-‘Ali from the people of Kaf, who at-
tained Our presence and heard the call from the Most Exalted
Horizon and drank the most glorious wine from the hands of
bounty. A package of Tablets was also sent from the land of
Ta in the name of Amin, upon him be the glory of God, which
did not arrive, and likewise the Tablets which you specifically
sent for the honored Rashti, upon him be the eternal glory of
God, these too did not arrive. Now send the Tablet which was
revealed several months ago specifically for Ghulam from the
heaven of the Divine Will and which is available. Mention of
the people of that household, all of them, hath been and is
before the Wronged One, and We have also commanded the
servant in attendance to send copies of what has not arrived.

O My Name! Upon thee be My glory! Praise be to God, thou
dwellest in the vicinity and reposest beneath the canopies of
grandeur. Thou bearest witness to the abundance of writing.
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In truth, outwardly there is no opportunity - groups are con-
stantly engaged in writing, yet the answers to most remain
delayed. Say: O Ghulam! By the life of God, thou and those
with thee have been and are mentioned. From the beginning
of days there hath been revealed that which is the cause of ev-
erlasting mention and eternal bounty. O Ghulam! Repeatedly
make mention of the kinsmen from the Wronged One, and like-
wise the loved ones of that land. All are mentioned and have
attained God’s favor. Say: O My loved ones! Be ye united
and in accord. Each one must be so enkindled with the fire of
God’s love that its effects encompass the earth. The water of
life is God’s utterance, as are His evidences. Strive that per-
chance the people of the world may attain eternal life through
this everlasting fountain and illumine creation with the light
of wisdom and utterance.

2 Verily, We make mention of Jalal as a favor from Us, and We

have adorned him with the ornament of Our signs, and We
have sent down that which cooleth the eyes of the servants.
Convey My glorification unto his face and illumine it with the
lights of My wondrous utterance.

At the end of the Tablet We make mention of the leaf Narjis
and give her the glad-tidings of God’s favor. Thy petition
arrived and at this hour, two hours past nightfall, it attained
unto hearing before the Face. Praise the Goal of all creation
that He heard thy call and at that moment the answer was
revealed from the heaven of bounty. Say: Praise be unto Thee,
O Thou the Goal of the worlds! And thanksgiving be unto
Thee, O Thou the Beloved of the hearts of the sincere ones!
The glory from Us be upon you and upon those who have not
violated God’s Covenant and His Testament, whom the power
of the world hath not weakened and whom the hosts of the
nations have not frightened. They have turned with radiant
faces unto the Supreme Horizon and have said: “Praise be unto
Thee, O Lord of Names and Creator of Heaven, for having
aided us to turn unto Thee, to hearken unto Thy call, and
to recognize Thy straight Path and Thine unshakeable and
mighty Cause.”
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To: Aqa Mirza Muhammad Isfahani (the scribe) et al.
Date: 1305 ¢ [1887-1888]

He is God, exalted be His glory, wisdom and utterance!

Blessed are they who have found shelter beneath the Sadratu’t-
Tuba, and happy the state of those servants who have drunk
from the choice wine of the utterance of the All-Merciful.
Blessed are those men whom the might of the mighty hath
not withheld from the All-Possessing, the Most High, and
blessed are those loved ones who are illumined with the light
of certitude and repose beneath the Tree.

Blessed is that company who have detached themselves from
the world and who gaze toward the horizon of the Will of the
Ancient Lord, and blessed are those companions who were and
are vigilant in executing the commandments of God — who fast
at His bidding, who eat with His leave, who arise in His service,
who speak forth His praise, and who breathe with His love.
Blessed are the lovers who have traversed the horizons, land
and sea, and have attained the supreme summit and ultimate
goal.

Blessed is that company whom the parties of the world have not
prevented from hearing the rustling of the Sadratu’l-Muntaha.
Joy be to those souls who are adorned with the dust of prison.
Blessed are those feet that have attained to this land and in-
haled from its atmosphere the fragrance of divine verses. And
blessed are those souls who have borne tribulations in the path
of the peerless Friend — they are the mountains of God’s grace,
glorified be His majesty.

5 O people of God! Today the Luminary of utterance is shin-

ing forth and the ocean of the Most Merciful’s mercy is surg-
ing. Happy the state of the soul that hath attained and been
adorned with steadfastness. Blessed are those servants who in
this wilderness have uttered the blessed words “Here am I, O
God of the worlds,” and blessed are those men who have drunk
from the Kawthar of this land and reposed beneath its trees.

; Blessed are the wayfarers who, on this day — the ninth day

of the month of fasting — have been gazed upon by the Most
Great Luminary from the supreme horizon of the world and
been illumined by Its rays. Joy be to those emigrants who,
with permission, set forth and bore the hardships of travel
until they attained to that which was recorded and inscribed
by the Most Exalted Pen in God’s Book.
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A hundred thousand blessings upon those souls who are expec-
tant of the Cause and who have borne the burden of fasting for
the sake of God, who have been content with little and have
forsaken much in the path of the All-Informed. An ocean of
mercy be upon those souls whom the idle fancies of the world
have not prevented and whom the veils of the peoples have not
withheld from drawing nigh — who with the arm of certitude
have shattered the barriers of doubt and turned toward the
supreme horizon. An ocean of light be upon those servants
who have aided the Cause of God through their deeds and
character.

O Muhammad! Upon thee be My Glory and loving-kindness!
These are the days of fasting, formerly designated as the Month
of God. We beseech the True One to aid all to observe that
which hath been revealed in the Book by the Most Exalted Pen.
The mention of each one floweth forth today from the tongue.
Give them glad tidings from the Wronged One and illumine
them with the lights of thy Lord’s utterance, the Kind, the
All-Merciful. O Muhammad! Upon thee be the Glory of God,
the One, the Single!

The letter of ‘Abdu’l-Husayn, upon him be My Glory, which
he wrote to thee was noted. We found it adorned with the
mention of God, His loved ones and His chosen ones. Well is it
with him! He hath spoken the truth, and I am the All-Knowing
Witness. He made mention of Mirza ‘Ali-Akbar, upon him be
My Glory. Praise be to God, they have drunk from the choice
wine of certitude and have turned toward the horizon of the
All-Merciful. The dust of idle fancies prevented them not from
the Lord of all beings.

We make mention of Muhammad who hath attained unto the
traces of My Most Exalted Pen. We beseech God to strengthen
him and aid him with the hosts of the unseen. Verily, He is
powerful over all things. The clamor of the world held him not
back from the Ancient Lord. They rent asunder the veils and
shattered the idols. We beseech God, exalted be He, to assist
him in that which will draw him nigh unto Him and to ordain
for him that which He hath ordained for His near servants.

At this hour We make mention of him who was named
Muhammad-‘Ali, and We remind him of My verses and give
him the glad tidings of My loving-kindness and mercy. Verily,
he hath attained unto that which was recorded by the Pen
of Revelation in the Books of God, the Lord of the worlds.
He hath turned and attained. We beseech God to aid him in
reforming the world and guiding the peoples, and to ordain
for him the good of the hereafter and of this world. Verily,
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He is the Lord of the Throne and of the dust. There is none
other God but He, the Almighty, the Powerful.

2 We make mention of him whom We named Habib’u’llah in the

world of creation and in the Book of Names, as a command
from Us that he may rejoice and be of the thankful ones. When
thou hearest the call from the Most Exalted Horizon, say:

“Praise be to Thee, O Lord of all beings and Creator of the
heavens, for having mentioned me time and again and honored
me with that which nothing in existence can equal. O my
Lord! I beseech Thee by the waves of the ocean of Thy mercy
and the splendors of the Day-Star of Thy grace, and by the
station which was honored by Thy presence and whereon was
established the throne of Thy grandeur, to aid me in that which
Thou lovest and art pleased with. There is none other God but
Thee, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.”

We make mention of him who loved Me and attained My pres-
ence and circled round Me and spoke My praise, and We give
him the glad tidings of God’s grace and mercy. Verily, he
was named Husayn in the Book of God, the Lord of Lords. O
Husayn! The Wronged One mentioneth thee at this time with
that which will draw thee nigh unto Him. Give thanks unto
God for this most great favor and say:

“Unto Thee be thanksgiving and praise, and unto Thee be
glory and splendor, O Thou Who art the Beloved of those who
are in the heavens and on earth.”

Blessed art thou and blessed is he who heareth thy words
concerning this Most Great Announcement and this Cause at
which the limbs of the evil ones have quaked.

O Muhammad! The letter from ‘Abdu’l-Husayn concluded
with mention of Amin. Verily, We make mention of Husayn
and We make mention of Amin who hath attained to the ser-
vice of God, the Lord of all worlds. He hath mentioned My
loved ones with manifest humility. In all his letters he hath
spoken in praise of the friends of God, beseeching divine grace
and loving-kindness for each one.

We beseech God to aid him, that through the light of detach-
ment he may become the cause of unity and concord. Blessed
is he who uniteth hearts and souls. Whosoever acteth in this
supreme service for the sake of God is recorded in the Book
as one of the people of Baha and the companions of the most
exalted Paradise.

We convey Our greetings to the friends of God in the Land of
Ta and its surroundings, and counsel them to that which will
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exalt the Cause of God. O people of Baha! With the hosts
of wisdom and utterance, summon the peoples of the world
to the horizon of the All-Merciful. Dispel the doubts and vain
imaginings of the past, and strive that perchance the loved ones
of this Cause may not be afflicted with that which afflicted the
people of former times throughout the ages.

They claimed truth, yet ultimately pronounced the death sen-
tence. Now too the deniers of the Bayan walk the same path,
clinging to doubts and vain imaginings. We beseech God to
protect His loved ones from the evil of those who behold the
Sun yet deny it, who see the signs yet turn away therefrom.
They are indeed in manifest loss.

The glory from Us be upon thee and upon him and upon those
who have migrated in My path and have attained unto that
which was recorded in the Books of God, the Lord of the
Mighty Throne and the Exalted Seat.
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To: son of Rajab Ali who ascended, in Yazd
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]
The Epistle of God, the Help-in-Peril, the Self-Subsisting ¢ ;:B\ oeeel) Al a2
He is the Comforter, the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful £ S zazd) 63*1\ 5

This is a Book which the Wronged One hath sent down
unto him who hath believed in God, the Guardian, the
Self-Subsisting, that the breezes of Revelation might draw him
to the Most Exalted Horizon and strengthen him to remain
steadfast in this Cause whereby hearts have been perturbed
and minds have melted, save those whom God, the Lord of
the Throne and of earth, and the Purpose of all that hath
been and shall be, hath willed.

O thou who gazeth toward the Horizon of Revelation! Hear
what the Speaker of Sinai uttereth in this praiseworthy station.
Verily there is none other God but Him, the One, the Mighty,
the Glorious, the Loving. We have mentioned thee and thy
father aforetime in such wise that your remembrance shall en-
dure throughout the worlds of dominion and kingdom. Let not
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the happenings of the world grieve thee, nor the clamor of hu-
manity frighten thee, nor the doubts of those who have denied
the Witness and the Witnessed prevent thee. Cast aside the
people and what they possess through a power from Us, and
take hold of the Book of God with such strength that neither
hosts nor ranks shall hinder thee. Thus have the spheres of
wisdom and utterance revolved by command of the Truth, the
Knower of things unseen.

We have desired at this time to make mention of him who
hath ascended to the Supreme Companion. Verily thy Lord
is powerful over whatsoever He willeth through His word “Be”
and it is. O My Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of him who
chose for himself a path unto God, the Lord of existence, and
believed in Him when the Call was raised between earth and
heaven, and who drank the choice wine of utterance from the
cup of his Lord’s bounty, the Lord of the seen and unseen.

Upon thee be the glory of God, His loving-
kindness, His mercy and His grace. Thou hearest and beholdest
thy mention from the Ancient Pen in this Most Great Prison,
and the Wronged One’s establishment therein through what
the hands of those who disbelieved in God and His signs have
wrought, who denied His proof and broke His Covenant by
following every ignorant rejected one. I testify that thou didst
turn unto Him when every heedless and veiled one turned away.
Blessed art thou, for the Tongue of Grandeur hath moved to
make mention of thee in this station round which circle the
Concourse on High and the angels brought nigh.

I testify that thou didst hold fast to the cord of the Cause
in such wise that neither the happenings of the world nor the
turning away of those who turned from Him Who in every
condition proclaimeth “There is none other God but Him, the
Mighty, the Beloved” could deter thee. Thou art he whom
neither the hosts of princes frightened, nor the doubts of di-
vines, nor the gestures of jurisprudents. Thou didst turn and
hear what the Son of ‘Imran heard on the Mount of Knowledge.
Thou didst fulfill God’s Covenant and His Testament, and ac-
knowledged what He revealed in His Book. Blessed art thou,
O thou who hast turned toward the lights of the Countenance,
who speaketh My praise amongst the servants, who hath clung
to My robe and held fast to My stretched cord.

Thou art he whom the might of the people did not weaken.
Thou didst speak in the innermost heart what none save God,
thy Lord, knoweth, and bore witness to that which the De-
sired One bore witness, and didst achieve that which none of
the ancients achieved, save whom God, the Lord of the Fre-
quented Fane, willed. The glory shining from the horizon of
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the heaven of bounty, the light gleaming from the direction of
immortality, and the fragrance wafting from the garment of
thy Lord’s loving-kindness, the Lord of all men, be upon thee,
O thou who didst attain the knowledge of God when the par-
ties held back therefrom. Blessed art thou, and blessed is he
who remembereth thee by what hath been sent down at this
time from God, the Lord of all men.

We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to send down
upon thee at all times a mercy from His presence and a breeze
from the fragrances of His garment. Verily He is the Mighty,
the Glorious, the All-Bestowing.

Listen with the ear of thy spirit to the Wronged One’s call in
the Persian tongue. Perchance thou mayest succeed in serving
His Cause and protecting the peoples of the earth from former
vain imaginings. Perchance the light of unity may shine forth
from the horizons of men’s hearts, and all may attain that for
which they were created from nothingness into being.

One word is mentioned for the sake of God, that perchance
it may become a barrier between the manifestations of fancy
and the dawning-places of the Sun of certitude, and they may
understand that which preserveth souls from the conjectures
of the heedless, the doubts of the infidels and the cawing of
the croakers. How many were the divines, mystics and jurists
who in past ages and centuries were occupied with the mention
of God and, with utmost humility and supplication, besought
from the All-Possessing the appearance of the Most Great Lu-
minary. At dawn their tears would fall and their sighs would
rise, yet when the days of His manifestation appeared by the
will of God, exalted be His glory, and the Sun of Truth shone
forth from the horizon of the heaven of divine Will, all turned
away. Not content with mere rejection, they proceeded to cut
down the Blessed Tree with the swords of their idle fancies.
And now the divines of Persia openly curse the Truth from
their pulpits without any veil or covering. They have commit-
ted that which no faction in the world hath ever committed.

Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One and arise to serve
His Cause with such steadfastness that no agitation may shake
it. Reflect upon the deeds, actions and words of the former
people. He verily will aid thee and enable thee to hold fast
to the Straight Path of God and His Great Announcement.
We counsel thee with that wherewith God hath counseled His
loved ones in His Book. He is, verily, the Sincere Counselor,
the Trustworthy. Behold the Tree and its fruits, the Sun and
its radiance. This blessed word hath repeatedly been revealed
by the Supreme Pen in the Scriptures and Tablets. Hold fast
unto it and say:
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Praise be unto Thee, O my God, my Lord, and my Support,
for having guided me unto Thy path from which most of Thy
creatures have turned away, and for having given me to drink
of Thy sealed wine through Thy Name, the Self-Subsisting, and
for having caused me to hear Thy sweet call and the rustling
of Thy Most Exalted Pen. I beseech Thee by Thy Cause that
hath encompassed earth and heaven, by Thy power before the
faces of the princes, and by the waves of the ocean of Thy
utterance in the kingdom of creation, to make me steadfast
in Thy Cause, firm in Thy love, arising in Thy service, and
speaking Thy praise amongst Thy servants with wisdom and

eloquence. Thou art, verily, the Powerful, the Mighty, the
Bountiful.
O thou who gazest upon the Countenance, convey to all who

are related the greetings of the Wronged One and perfume
them with the divine revelations. Today the Truth, exalted
be His glory, is manifest and His Cause evident. He hath
mentioned each one with a mention that is enduring and ev-
erlasting. We beseech Him to aid all to that which beseemeth
His Day. This Day hath been and is unlike all other days. All
the Prophets gave glad tidings of this Day, and likewise did
all things. Blessed are they whom neither the tales of the past
and future prevented from the Kawthar of the All-Merciful’s
utterance, nor did the rejection of the rejectors and the oppo-
sition of the oppressors hold back from turning to the Truth.
His is the praise and the glory, His the bounty and bestowal.
He doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth. He

Fhs b e 5 g 5 AL b K
5 Kils S we o e ol Kb o
)y o) Sl ot Sy (g
S QW S s ) S
5l s oW e bl il L
A gl s Y ey pll Slusl
Jo b e ol STV @pb G S
 Saeas e 6, Ko Gty S
SO 5 ALY Sale ¢y S Tab

OB 5 ol )

05 Db elte gl JI BEI VL 1

Jane My Ol y Oy 1SS plis
»b u:(" 3 AL M o > ) ls
F35 QL8 5hosps 551, K s
1wl p -’zi"bf(;:lkc‘;‘)‘; Sl
Cand 9 0oy ('L:‘chfﬁiui‘ C,«ﬁ}‘ r}i’)‘)‘ﬂ
G g ool Ol ey b L L) e
I8 o2 & ot L3 Gsb 1 el
5258w o Ol 2S5 51 Ol am
2 s -\:J.‘-ﬂ&ﬂui‘w Jris s laall

A
is the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. .
MKI4523.237, BRL_DA#382, ISH.237,
PDC.143x
ADH1.113, ADH1.118

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

In the Name of Him Who calleth betwixt earth and heaven!

This is a remembrance from Us unto him who hath turned
unto Him Who is the One Remembered, when the Promise
came to pass and the Promised One appeared with manifest
sovereignty. This is a Day wherein none save Him is men-
tioned. To this testify the Books of God, both of the past and
of the future, and this mighty Tablet. This is a Day wherein
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the Ocean of Utterance hath surged and the Horizon of Knowl-
edge hath shone forth, inasmuch as the Ancient King hath
mounted the Most Great Throne and the Dove of Utterance
hath warbled upon the highest branches. The Owner hath
come, and sovereignty belongeth unto God, the Powerful, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Nothing whatsoever escapeth His
knowledge. He heareth and seeth, and He is the All-Hearing,
the All-Seeing.

Thy letter hath come before the Wronged One, and the servant
who standeth before His Face hath presented it. We answer
thee with verses which, when sent down from the heaven of
proof, all the books of the earth bowed down before them. To
this testifieth He Who speaketh in every condition, that there
is none other God but Me, the Mighty, the Generous. Be thou
a speaker of My remembrance, turn thy face unto the lights
of My countenance, hold fast unto My cord, and arise to serve
My Cause, the Mighty, the Wondrous. We have caused thee
to hear, and have acquainted thee, and have shown thee, and
have guided thee unto My straight path. Give thanks unto
God for this most great favor and say:

Praise be unto Thee, O my God, my Lord, and my Support,
for having called me unto Thyself and given me to drink the
cup of Thy presence from the hand of Thy bounty, and made
me turn toward Thy most exalted horizon when the learned
ones of all the earth turned away therefrom. I beseech Thee
by Thy most great signs, and by the Name through which
the Ship of Utterance hath sailed upon the ocean of names, to
make me in all conditions a speaker of Thy praise amongst Thy
servants, in such wise that neither the assault of the Pharaohs
nor the power of the tyrants shall prevent me. Verily, Thou
art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other
God but Thee, the Strong, the All-Conquering, the Almighty.

5 We had made thee hear the verses of thy Lord in a perspicuous
Arabic tongue, and now We desire to make thee hear them in
a wondrous Persian tongue. If the people of the earth were to
become aware of the greatness of this Day and the greatness of
this Cause, all would detach themselves from all else save God
and turn unto the Most Great Ocean which hath appeared
before the faces of all peoples. The vain imaginings of men
have debarred them from the Lord of all days. Every group
hath clung to an idle fancy and hath been deprived of the light
of the Sun of certitude. For twelve hundred years and more
they have occupied themselves with cursing and reviling one
another. Fellowship and unity have vanished while discord is
evident. Each party hath chosen a way for itself and each
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people hath devised a path. Were ye to count the ways of vain
imaginings, ye could not reckon them.

Verses have been sent down in such wise as to encompass the
world, and the evidences of His banners have been raised high
and made manifest in the Tablet to Ra’is and the Surihs to the
Kings. The power of the Most Exalted Pen and the potency of
the Most Sublime Word are clear and evident to them that are
endowed with insight and them that dwell in the Most Great
Paradise. From the beginning of the Cause this Wronged One,
alone and without any veil or covering, called out with His
loudest voice unto the rulers and ministers and divines and ju-
risprudents and philosophers, summoning all to the Most Sub-
lime Horizon. Nevertheless, the heedless and ignorant servants
have not awakened nor drunk from the ocean of knowledge.

From the beginning of creation until now no Revelation like
unto this hath appeared. To this testify the Books of God,
the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting. This Day hath ever
been specially designated with God. Most wondrous of all is
the heedlessness of the servants and the tyranny of them that
dwell in the lands. We beseech God not to deprive His servants
of the outpourings of the Day of Retribution, nor to withhold
from them the hearing of His Word and the beholding of His
Horizon. May He open the gate of justice with the key of grace,
make manifest them that are endued with equity, and adorn
them with the most great steadfastness, that perchance they
may deliver the people from ignorance and lead them unto
the truth. His is the command. He doeth what He willeth and
ordaineth what He pleaseth. He is the Mighty, the All-Praised.

We make mention of thy brother who hath been named Mihdi
and give him the glad-tidings of God’s loving-kindness, the
Lord of all the worlds. O Mihdi! Hearken unto the voice
of the Wronged One. From the earliest days until now He
hath been afflicted in the hands of the enemies - that which
hath caused the dwellers of the All-Highest Paradise to weep
and the inhabitants of the Most Exalted Paradise to lament.
This Wronged One biddeth thee ponder upon the Seal of the
Prophets. There befell Him that which melted the hearts of
them that are nigh unto God and the hearts of the sincere
ones. For them that have ears to hear, one verse sufficeth:
“And there came not unto them any Messenger but they did
mock at him.” Reflect upon Jesus, Son of Mary. The tyranny
reached such a pass that God, exalted be His glory, took Him
up unto the fourth heaven. Hearken unto the voice of the
Wronged One, and sanctify thine ears from what thou hast
heard, and likewise thine eyes. Then with a sanctified ear
and eye of fairness, see and hear. The verses are present in
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Its
traces shine forth like unto the sun, yet only the fair-minded
are blessed to behold its lights. Today the Speaker on Sinai is
seated upon the throne of Revelation and speaketh: Blessed is
he that hath heard and seen, and woe unto the heedless ones.

every station and the evidences are clear and manifest.

And in this station We make mention of thy daughter and We

beseech God to assist her and make her steadfast in His love.

Verily He is potent over all things. O handmaiden of God!
The whole world was brought from nothingness into being for
the recognition of the Ancient Beauty, and this blessed Day
was promised in all the Books, Tablets and Scriptures. The
divines of Persia occupied themselves day and night with the
mention of the Lord of all mankind, and from their pulpits they
uttered “May God hasten His advent”; yet when the world was
illumined with the lights of the Orb of His Manifestation, all
arose in opposition, and finally pronounced the death sentence
against His blessed Person. But thou, through His grace, mercy
and loving-kindness, didst turn unto Him and didst drink from
the choice wine of His love. Know thou the value of this station
and of him who guided thee - that is, the one who showed thee
the way and made thee aware. Give thanks unto thy Lord and
say:

Thine be the praise, O Lord of Names, and Thine be the
glory, O Possessor of bounty, for having guided me unto Thy
path, and made me know the Dayspring of Thy signs and the
Dawning-place of Thy clear tokens, and for having given me to

drink of the Kawthar of Thy love through Thy gracious hands.

I beseech Thee to ordain for me, by Thy Most Exalted Pen,
that which Thou hast ordained for such of Thy handmaidens
as have held fast to the cord of Thy commandments and the
rope of Thy behests. Thou art He the tongue of grandeur
hath testified to Whose power. There is none other God but
Thee, the Almighty, the All-Compelling over what was and
what shall be. Verily, unto God do we belong and unto Him
do we return.
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To: Muhammad Husayn Khan, in Abadih

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

In the Name of the One True God & dslis ply 1

O Asad! Upon thee rest My glory! The letter thou didst
send hath been presented before the face of this Wronged One,
and hath been honoured with His hearing. Praised be God
Who hath caused His loved ones to drink from the same cup
from which the Dayspring of verses and the Manifestation of
clear proofs did drink. In the land of Ta, this Wronged One
was imprisoned with chains and fetters in four cities. These
afflictions occurred repeatedly, yet as they were in the path

of God, they strengthened the spirit and renewed the body.

Though outwardly weakness was apparent, inwardly the Light
of Power shone forth, radiant and resplendent from the horizon
of the heaven of the heart. Thou and the Khan have drunk
from this cup - blessed are ye both!

The oppressors are as children playing with mud. Soon will
the hand of power seize them and spread wide the carpet of
joy and delight. His might is not weakened by the power and
sovereignty of kings, nor is His utterance prevented by the
clamor of the heedless and the deniers. His Will is effective
and His Purpose all-pervading, despite those who have denied
God and His signs. What became of the serpent? Where went
the wolf? Soon shall the oppressors pass from their palaces
to their graves, and their earthly glory, wealth and exaltation
shall come to an end.

O Ba’i! If the servants would act according to that which hath
been recorded in God’s Book by the Most Exalted Pen, they
would soon attain unto that which befitteth the mercy of the

All-Merciful. Convey My greetings to the people of that land.

In the days of their distress, God was with them, bestowed
tranquility upon them, and delivered this Wronged One. Give
them glad-tidings from this Wronged One, that all may attain
to joy and gladness. By the Sun of the horizon of proof which
shineth from the most exalted horizon of possibility, the true
profit is with you, and the reward for what hath befallen you

is a treasure with God, preserved in the pavilion of infallibility.

Were it to be revealed even to the extent of a needle’s eye,
mortal vision would be unable to behold it. He Who possesseth
the Clear Book beareth witness to this.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Jlyl Ll § 3L Db Gl Ko a2
B 76 bol 5 ol pllis g plel 2l
PRONITENY i gy (NN Uy a#
b 2,0 05 5508 (Shas s Sl g
Il 5 oSl b oz o pslln) o ler
3G Osr Sy Ak Bl o) O 55 ey
°jb\jg)\ﬁ'\:‘:‘;.o;;\)C)J°‘:}f‘&‘Jﬁ“
J;.OLL-JS O,ij} J)f&w WﬁUﬁ)b J)f
Cbu,é\(,dj:mvﬁmds\;\,\.u;\

0 T w2y oK 51 0

dide UK JUbl &l Al i
Llagl bl 5 dlets dal pldl o o e
Ssh s ES5HE 1y 8 S b
Uone sl 1y ik A Gt STile
Sloslyl 5 Bl pite 45 o ol
i olzdy ol il 1,48 i 1) e
Al s e Chy B LI us
5 DS s Spe s Kad ey ek b

doy 2L asl b

el 851 A OB s asle S13LL
2L syt T oy e N Jole 0d
b o2l OF ol ol oy oy Sl §
b sl ol oy S5 pllae 1355
Ol | oglas 5550 e Oliabl osy Ol
oA e ol pllae (551 e
§ olay 3 Ol fw’ Kgh 7B 4 s
I L i £ e O 31 el )
Al S5 sud syly adl Al 5 il
a,,\;w)@fwﬁ;wga\ﬂﬁ,
355 mle sdalie 51 4B Jlal 5,8 sl

G & ke e Sy ey

106



Vol. 87: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part IV

BHO01167

Rejoice in God’s loving-kindness and His mercy! Be gladdened
by God’s bounty and His generosity! Soon shall ye be illumined
by the effulgences of the light of God’s Sun of grace. Reflect
upon the heedlessness of souls: love of ornaments hath deprived
them of eternal bounty and everlasting sustenance. God’s Will
is bent upon the reformation of the world. Give thanks unto
thy Lord for this great favour. The primary cause and origin
of the world’s corruption hath been and continues to be, in the
first rank and station, the divines. Throughout the ages they
said “yea” to the Truth, yet in the end martyred Him. Inform
the friends of this utterance that the greatest joy may take
possession of their hearts and souls, and that this world and
all that is therein may not hold them back from the Straight
Path.

; Say: O my God, my Adored One, my Goal! Unto Thee do

we turn, to Thee do we cleave, and from Thee do we seek
that which conduceth to life eternal and everlasting glory. I
beseech Thee by the lights of Thy countenance, the power of
Thy Will, and the potency of Thy purpose, to protect me and
Thy loved ones from the evil of Thine enemies who have been
so deluded by the world that they have violated Thy Covenant
and Testament, denied Thy right, and disputed Thy signs. O
Lord! IMlumine our hearts with the lights of Thy utterance,
then assist us with the hosts of the seen and the unseen through
Thy might and power, then forgive our trespasses and our sins
through Thy grace and bounty, then send down upon us from
the heaven of bounty mercy from Thy presence and blessings
from Thy side. O Lord! Transform our sorrow into joy, our
poverty into wealth, our abasement into glory, our weakness
into strength, and our agitation into tranquility. Verily, Thou
art the One Who hath power over whatsoever Thou willest.
There is no God but Thee, the Forgiving, the Generous. The
glory from Us be upon thee and upon everyone who is steadfast
and firm.

O my father! Know thou with clear certainty that thou art
and hast been under the glance of grace. Associate with all
the peoples of the world with utmost love and kindness, es-
pecially with the friends of God. He hath been and is with
thee. He heareth and seeth, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-
Seeing. His grace reacheth thee, He bestoweth strength. He
is the One powerful and mighty over all things. Look not at
the heedlessness and ignorance of some, but rather hold fast
unto that which hath been revealed from the Supreme Pen
concerning kindliness, forbearance and compassion. Verily, He
will exalt thee in truth. How beloved it is in the sight of God
when a person, for His sake, seeketh not to retaliate but rather
looketh to pardon and forgiveness. Praise be to the Lord of

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

5 ) Lk e ey A e 2
Lﬁ“ ('; UbT)\y\ C)E\}LC&N\ 39y 635
Ko i b s 435 sye 5 a3 5
sl 5 ) coam 3 L Ol o
Lél’:;)]“ CWL{JJ‘SJ\)\OJ}C rjﬁs_'\ﬁﬂ
)W%A‘M\\%&j)ﬁ\@f
d;\ ('u"J 4:5;\ Z::) BEISE) élc sl ;,I;
)W\) f))} 95 Al 03y “‘-l}« %)L.)\
T e
S sl s 08l b L oET,SThe ST
s bl oo 5L L Lle 5 Lo 5 e s

S

£t S 55 355013 e 3 e W1 3
R i U1
;;ﬁ@a—;{\jl Sl C,«Q,wa: C)‘w'/o}
5 sd 0L Sl 3m  Sada 1)
V.r';o g KLk gk e Sl
1S3y Sle y STage Ly 0ls e Lol
)‘ji;. CTCBTRSSTd S 19l S
Sas a2l 5 A a2 bl ¢ S
JJ)% L:L;.b_, LJ‘J:V:-JAP\F &)v\;}
Li}J;;)f\_gM@@,&xy
558l Ldnis 5 Wl LS 5 o LU U3 5 -4l
b e sl ol SOl Ol WU L sl
B oo T SOyl sl 1 ) Y T

Wwa&)&

53y ybie LU o Ol e 03y GLL
O e o ol S3pe 5 2 IS gt
S °-‘;eflf:5>«'{tﬂ-’\eu‘r“'s"u
Ao Sibe padl mead) 2y 6y ped
Uy 5 5B e 3 1 o) Ao e e &3
#}‘@Q@Wﬁs"’ié‘-’bﬁw
o b caid 5 oulan s Gl s e
St gt sl e G Sy 4l b K2
Al e e 3 4@>}5 Gu‘d{«m.\lﬁ
b S 7 w2l BL pa  pin

107

ot

{



Vol. 87: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part IV

BH01179

the invisible and the visible, that this Manifest Book hath been
revealed bearing thy name and that of His friends.

& Another glad-tiding is that at this moment the Sun of Permis-
sion hath dawned from the horizon of God’s Will. However,
thou must be mindful of wisdom. Turn to it whenever wisdom
requireth. In most Tablets the decree of wisdom hath been
sent down from the heaven of God’s Will. All must observe it
and act accordingly. That which was mentioned regarding hos-
pitality hath been accepted in the Most Holy Court, illumined
by the splendors of the Sun of acceptance. Blessed art thou,
O Husayn. We testify that thou hast attained unto the men-
tion of God and the service of His Cause, and We testify that
thou art among the triumphant ones. Soon will come to you
servants who have denied God and His signs. Say: O friends
of God! Leave them behind you, remaining steadfast in the
Cause of God, the Lord of the worlds. The glory be upon you.
This is once again a bounty from His presence, and He is the
Bountiful, the Generous.
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To: Dhabih (Mirza Isma’il Khan Munshi), in Shiraz
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the Hearer, the Answerer!

Hearken unto the call from the direction of the Most Great
Prison, wherein speaketh the Ancient King: “Verily, there is
none other God but He, the Single, the One, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.” He hath come Who walketh upon the horizons
of the earth and speaketh before all faces that which draweth
the servants nigh unto God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.
The Euphrates of utterance hath flowed from My Pen, and
God hath quickened thereby every mouldering bone. We were
seated upon the throne when thy letter arrived. We read it and
answered thee with verses whereby the hearts of them that are
brought near have been drawn.

The armies of the world have not prevented Us from the re-
membrance of God, the Founder of nations. Verily, He hath
come from the horizon of power with a sovereignty that hath
conquered all who are in the heavens and on earth. Blessed
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art thou for having heard and turned toward this luminous
horizon on a day wherein most of the people of the earth have
turned away, as every assured soul doth testify. The fragrance
of verses hath been diffused, the clear proofs have appeared,
and the shrill voice of the Pen hath been raised, yet the peo-
ples are in thick veils. Their vain imaginings have barred them
from God, the Lord of all worlds.

Blessed art thou for having acknowledged that which hath been
sent down from the heaven of the loving-kindness of thy Lord,
the Almighty, the All-Powerful. We have found in thy let-
ter the fragrance of steadfastness in this Cause whereby have
slipped the feet of the divines who broke God’s covenant and
His testament, and pronounced judgment against Him with
manifest injustice. Let not the utterances of the doubtful ones,
who have disbelieved in God’s verses when they were sent down
in truth and who have spoken that which hath caused the
denizens of the most exalted Paradise to lament at morn and
eve, grieve thee.

Give thanks unto God for having remembered thee in the Most
Great Prison time and again, and at this moment wherein His
Most Great Branch speaketh thy praise and writeth before
His face. Verily, thy Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Generous.
Be thou a speaker of His remembrance, a bearer of His Book,
and a helper of His Cause, the wondrous, through wisdom and
utterance. Verily, He is the Helper, the All-Knowing.

Hearken in the Persian tongue! Time and again hast thou
attained unto the divine verses and quaffed from the sealed
wine, and in the days when darkness encompassed the world
thou wert illumined by the effulgent rays of the Luminary
of Revelation which shone forth in this radiant morn. His
is the praise, His the thanksgiving, His the bounty, His the
majesty and glory. There hath been and is no doubt that the
Truth, exalted be His glory, hath ever been and is the All-
Knowing, the All-Protecting, the All-Encompassing, and the
All-Powerful. All affairs are in the grasp of His might. Not
a thing escapeth His knowledge. He heareth and seeth, and
He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. Yet in these days this
Wronged One hath donned the garment of camel’s hair, and
though the lights of Revelation have encompassed the world,
He hath veiled Himself. Whatsoever hath been announced in
the divine Books of the past and future - these are the most
exalted of days, and in this station naught but the mention of
Divinity hath been made, even as the Seal of the Prophets hath
said: “The Day when mankind shall stand before the Lord of
the worlds.” The Primal Point, at the beginning of the Per-
sian Bayan, declareth: “He verily speaketh in every condition,
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saying: ‘I am God”’ to the end of the verse. And likewise in
another station, in speaking of this Revelation, He saith: “I
am the first to worship Him.”

Today the verses have encompassed the world and the evi-
dences have embraced all things. The ocean of utterance sur-
geth in the midmost heart of contingent being, and the Sun of
Revelation casteth its effulgences from all horizons. Yet vision
and hearing are rare. Beseech the Lord that He deprive not His
servants of the splendors of the Most Great Luminary. Most of
the people of Iran know and are aware that this Wronged One
arose with perfect steadfastness before the faces of all the world
and summoned all to the Dayspring of divine knowledge and
the Dawning-Place of His celestial revelation. With a single
pen He struck upon the swords of the world. Blessed are they
who have attained unto His grace and recognized that for which
they were created from the void of non-existence. O thou who
gazest upon His countenance! The Cause of this Wronged One
is clear and evident as the sun, yet the heedless servants are oc-
cupied with names and remain oblivious of their Lord, as thou
dost witness. In most matters We pass judgment according to
outward appearances and hold fast to visible means, for this is
required by God’s consummate wisdom, as is the manifestation
in human form.

When thou art enraptured by the wine of My utterance and
art raised to the kingdom of My knowledge, say: My God, my
God! Praise be to Thee for having guided me to the ocean of
Thy grace and enabled me to turn toward the horizon of Thy
Revelation, whereby the horizons of the cities of Thy knowledge
and wisdom were illumined. I beseech Thee by Thy Most Great
Signs and the manifestations of Thy grandeur in the kingdom
of creation to ordain for me through Thy Most Exalted Pen
that which will enable me to associate with Thy chosen ones in
every world of Thy worlds. O my Lord! Thou seest the thirsty
one hastening to the ocean of Thy mercy, the seeker advancing
toward Thy grace, and the silent one drawn to the kingdom of
Thy utterance. I implore Thee not to withhold from me that
which is with Thee. Write down for me, O my God, the good
of this world and the next. Then forgive me and my parents
and those for whom Thou hast desired the wondrous tokens of
Thy bounty and favor. Thou art He through Whose Name the
ocean of forgiveness surged and the fragrance of Thy name, the
All-Merciful, was wafted. There is none other God but Thee,
the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

JHT S#113x
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To: Shaykh Kazim Samandar
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

O thou who gazest upon the countenance!

At this time Ghayn Alif Kaf is present and makes mention of
you, and We make mention of thee with that which diffused
the fragrance of love and affection. We beseech God, blessed
and exalted be He, to open before thy face the door of His
blessing and grace, and to make thee a standard of His mention
among His creatures. Ask thou God to open the vision of His
servants and to make them among the people of justice and
fairness. Blessed art thou! He is with thee under all conditions,
and aideth whomsoever cleaveth unto Him. Verily, He is the
Mighty, the Bestower.

O Samandar! The Most Great Branch hath made mention
of thee at this time and brought thy letter into Our presence.
We hearkened unto it. Praise be to God that thy manifest and
hidden call is raised for the exaltation of the Word. This is of
God’s grace upon thee. Thy recompense hath not been and
shall not be lost, and whatsoever thou hast wrought in God’s
path hath been recorded in the Book and is preserved from
change, alteration and obliteration.

Rejoice thou with this glad tiding: Previously, petitions and
letters arrived from that region at the Most Holy Court. The
Supreme Pen paused in reply until now. From every direction
petitions and letters arrive continuously while time is scarce.
However, God willing, in these days answers shall descend from
the heaven of loving-kindness and be dispatched. Convey greet-
ings from the Wronged One to the loved ones in that land.
The letter of Nabil-i-Akbar, upon him be My glory and loving-
kindness, which he wrote to the servant present, arrived and in
these days a reply shall be sent. We have made mention and
continue to make mention of Javad, Khalil, their nephew and
all other loved ones. Praise be to God, each has attained unto
the traces of the Supreme Pen, and mention of all hath repeat-
edly been made and continueth to be made in the Most Great
Scene. Upon them be the glory of God, His loving-kindness,
God’s grace and His mercy.

The letter of Jinab-i-Darbaghi, upon him be the glory of God,
which was sent in the name of Jud, was presented at the Most
Holy Court and was seen. Mention was made of a group in
that leaf, and at the time of its presentation, the Euphrates of
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divine mercy was flowing and the rains of grace were pouring
down. We beseech God to assist them in deeds which draw
them nigh unto God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

; Today the faithful must be occupied with the standard of god-

liness, the banner of detachment, and the hosts of wisdom and
utterance in aid of the Cause of the Desired One of the worlds.
O Samandar! The Divine Lote-Tree is ablaze in such wise that
the worlds of knowledge are powerless to comprehend it; yet
the people remain cold. Say: Most of the servants are wan-
dering in the wilderness of idle fancies and vain imaginings.
Where is the arm of Thy power, O Desired One of the worlds?
And Thou seest them in the desert of hopelessness and error.
Where are the breezes of Thy grace, O Deliverer of the worlds?

O Samandar! I complain unto thee of those who attribute
themselves to the Wronged One yet perpetrate that which
causeth My heart, My pen, and My limbs to lament. Today it
hath become clear and evident to most that God’s decree in
the Scriptures, Books and Tablets is sanctification and detach-
ment. Some in cities and regions have committed that which
causeth the limbs of justice to quake and the heart of equity
to be troubled. The loved ones of that land must beseech God
and supplicate for justice and fairness for those souls. Verily,
He is the Forgiving, the Merciful. By God’s life! The wrongs
suffered by this Wronged One are beyond reckoning. Every
fair-minded person and every discerning scholar beareth wit-
ness to this.

Mention was made of his honor Yun Kha, upon him be the
Glory of God. Praise be to God that they became aware of that
which most of the people of the world are heedless, and turned
towards a Cause from which all have turned aside save those
whom God willed, and hearkened unto that for which ears
were specially created from nothingness. They should render
thanksgiving unto God, exalted be His glory, throughout the
days and nights.

As to permission for the aforementioned one and two others,
there hath never been any doubt that this Revelation hath
loved and continues to love the presence of the friends, and
seeketh for them the bounty of nearness and meeting, and the
feast of revelation and witnessing. However, in this land, fol-
lowing the clamor raised by the previous governor, some discus-
sion hath arisen, as hath been revealed in the Tablets from the
Supreme Pen. We have therefore withheld permission for the
friends, except for those souls who had previously been blessed
with the effulgences of the lights of the Luminary of permission.
Now, should wisdom require it, they may proceed; otherwise,
God shall record for them the reward of attaining His presence
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in His decisive and perspicuous Book. Give him My greetings
and remind him of that which hath been revealed by My Most
Exalted Pen in this lofty station which hath been designated
as the Most Great Prison by the Ordainer, the Ancient of Days.
The Glory which proceedeth from Us be upon thee and upon
those whose names thou didst mention, for whom the verses of
God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise, were revealed from the
Pen of Command, and upon those women who have believed in
the All-Informed Single One and have held fast unto the han-
dle of purity and have attained unto that which was revealed
in the Book of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.
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To: Ali Afnan
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great

The Purpose of the world is to be worthy of mention, but
what manner of mention should it be and from whom should
it come? There has never been any doubt that mention other
than His own is not befitting Him as it should be. Thereby it
is established that His mention is acceptable only unto Himself
and His utterance is befitting only unto His Essence. According
to the pronouncement of the Prophets, upon them be peace
and glory, none hath ever fathomed nor will ever fathom the
knowledge of His Essence. This statement is complete and
every fair-minded one acknowledges it.

Nevertheless, at every moment man witnesses the successive
manifestations of His grace and the effulgences of His loving-
kindness. His bounty and mercy have so encompassed all
things that man can attain unto His knowledge according to
his capacity, inasmuch as all created things are, in one station,
signs of the knowledge of Him and manifestations of His grace.
Of this there is no doubt. His bestowals are countless and His
favors endless. In this connection one may say “verily with
difficulty cometh ease.” A hundred thousand praises, glorifi-
cations, mentions and splendors be unto His most holy Being,
Who bestoweth without any worthiness on our part. He joineth
the East and the West in a single moment and bringeth forth
the fruits thereof. This is yet another bounty, another gift,

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Sl ddiall 6ls Lo A e

mp%ﬁﬁ,@\f&)\,\}w;baﬁb~
d};ﬁf»{w;nr&.\waj\
oﬁdbw&.‘-\:e;rdw{}\d\/)\
u,\,wuu,yujwu i W 0K
Ol ol Ol o,LaJ\ (’“‘k' Ll
3 Censld o ) a2 g en s g IS

in Ol e

}MQ‘);#@JA{;&U\@}:
Alee sslin Flge |y atle B sl
Sl § oss bl Glay im, 5 o
dr 235 Fb ypdie 5B Jo 20 il e
J\&ﬂd)\i\ru&Jsé}wbc@S
S5 3 K Y ) Cefe Olysgh
Pl s (geg ke 5 g2t LW
Slpde iy Ol giee - ([l - Rl
) D13 2z Ly 55, 18 ue
9 3 Ao e qtoéu,@\ﬁys
ﬂ@)*bﬂﬁd\&)sbuﬂ
s A By s o) Sle ads wli e

113


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/AB/ab-112.html

Vol. 87: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part IV

BH01414

and another favor. Through His will, remoteness appeareth
adorned with the ornament of nearness, and through His de-
cree, fire appeareth in the form of radiant light. Glory be unto
Him! Glory be unto Him!

In these days, some of His signs have adorned the hearts and
souls of a number with joy and gladness. We must arise to
thank Him for His grace and open our tongues in praise. In
truth, existence is for this very purpose. It would be diffi-
cult to find a wing that could soar higher. Gabriel, upon him
be peace, spoke well when, according to the speaker, he said
“Were I to venture a hair’s breadth higher..” Every bounty
of His possesseth another bounty, and every grace of His en-
compasseth another grace. How can one fulfill the obligation
of thankfulness save through His grace taking one by the hand
and teaching one?

O my God, my God! Withhold not from us that which Thou
lovest, and deprive us not of that which Thou hast accepted.
I beseech Thee by Thy conquering power to make us content
with Thy decree and to enable us to hold fast unto the cord
of Thy bounty. Verily Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Most
Generous. My spirit be a sacrifice unto your mention and your
praise.

; The noble letter which followed the Book of Truth arrived. Its

arrival was like the flowing of the Euphrates of mercy to the
thirsty. Verily the Kawthar of life was evident in the chalice
of its words, for it was adorned with the mention and praise of
the Truth. I offered thanks and praise, and after perusing it,
proceeded to the place where I was honored to hear it read.

O Afnan! O ‘Ali! Upon thee be the peace of God, His mercy
and His grace. Know thou with certain knowledge that the
Best of Inheritors is the Truth, exalted be His glory, and the
blessed Word that hath proceeded from the mouth of His Will
is the true inheritor and the true son, for this mention in the
Book of God is eternal. Neither doth extinction overtake it, nor
do the manifestations of Names alter it, nor doth the passage
of centuries and ages change it.

We beseech the True One, exalted be His glory, to manifest
unto you and send down upon you that which beseemeth the
heaven of His grace and the kingdom of His bounty. Henceforth,
it appears that if the Most Great Afnan, upon him be the peace
of God, His mercy and His grace, would honor these lands
with his presence, it would be most fitting and appropriate.
If wisdom requireth it, it would be most excellent. Convey
greetings to the honored Haji and all other loved ones, and
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on behalf of this Wronged One mention that from which the
fragrance of love and affection is wafted.

Although the grace of the Truth, exalted be His glory, is more
evident than the sun and needeth no mention, yet one loves
these mentions, namely, whatsoever pertaineth to the realm of
love, affection and purity. I beseech and supplicate the Truth,
exalted be His glory, to preserve the honored master and your
honor under His protection and shelter, and to bring near the
days of reunion. This supplication is easy to fulfill before the
Generous Lord and is accompanied by acceptance.

God is witness that during the nights and days I await meeting
them, and I seek help from the Truth and desire His response.
I remember all other masters and loved ones, offer them greet-
ings, and beseech His grace and protection for all. Verily our
Lord is the All-Hearing, the All-Responding. Peace, remem-
brance and glory be upon your honor and upon those who are
with you, who love you and who hearken unto your words for
the sake of God, our Lord and your Lord and the Lord of the
Mighty Throne.
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To: Shaykh Kazim Samandar et al.
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the All-Hearing, the All-Answering

O Samandar, upon thee be My glory! His honor ‘Ali, who hath
repeatedly circumambulated the House, hath sent thy mention
to the Most Holy Court, and likewise that of the friends in that
land. Praise be to God, he hath attained unto the effulgences
of the lights of the Orb of nearness, and hath been blessed
from the chalice of meeting. He constantly seeketh a portion
for those who are related, assured, and detached. Therefore, at
this moment, from the Most Exalted Pen floweth the Kawthar
of remembrance and the Salsabil of utterance, that every pos-
sessor of love and detachment may drink thereof. We beseech
God to aid all and adorn them with steadfastness. He is the
Powerful, the Mighty.
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O ‘Ali, upon thee be My glory! The letter of His honor ‘Abdu’l-
Baqi, upon him be My glory, was seen, and every letter thereof
testified before the Face to his turning unto God, his certitude,
and his steadfastness. Blessed is he, and joy be unto him, and
joy be unto him! He is remembering and praising, and his
daughter is engaged in service and circumambulation. Well
is it with her! We beseech God to aid her, prosper her, and
ordain for her what shall be best for her in the Hereafter and
in this world.

O ‘Abdu’l-Baqi, upon thee be My loving-kindness! Convey My
greetings to His honor Akhavi, Mashhadi, and ‘Abdu’l-‘Ali. All
are mentioned in the Most Holy Court and have attained unto
the traces of the Most Exalted Pen. We beseech God to ordain
that which is the cause of nearness, comfort, and salvation. Be
not grieved by worldly events. Say: My God, my God! I know
not what profiteth or harmeth me, nor what guideth me to Thy
path. T beseech Thee by Thy Self to ordain for me what shall
profit me in Thy worlds. Verily, Thou art the All-Powerful,
the Almighty.

5 Mention of His honor ‘Abdu’l-Husayn, upon him be My glory,

was revealed from the Most Exalted Pen some time ago. God
willing, he shall attain unto it. O ‘Ali, Qasim’s letter was seen.
He hath desired wings that he might soar, hath sought spiritual
sustenance that he might gain strength, and hath beseeched
precious pearls from the treasury of the Most Exalted Pen
that he might attain unto true wealth and spiritual riches.

O Qasim! °‘Ali sent thy letter to the Most Holy Court and
repeatedly sought a reply, that thy mention might flow from
the Most Exalted Pen. Praise be to God, thou hast attained
unto this most great bounty, hast heard the call from before
and after, and hast drunk from the cup of meeting. Preserve
this station. The friends of that land must arise to serve, that
is, to guide the people of the world to the horizon of the All-
Merciful through wisdom and utterance. Blessed are they that
act!

Mention was made of His honor Javad, upon him be My glory,
in the letter. Verily, We have mentioned him and those with
him in numerous Tablets. My Books, My Scrolls, and My
Writings bear witness to this, and beyond them, I am the All-
Knowing Witness. Divine favor hath encompassed them; from
the beginning of the Cause until now they have been occupied
in service and have attained unto grace. They have ever been
and are beneath Our glance. Verily, He doth not suffer the
reward of the doers of good to be lost.
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O Javad! We have mentioned thee graciously, and thy son,
and those with thee. Convey greetings to each one from
the Wronged One, and after the greeting, utter these words:
Blessed art thou, for the lights of the Countenance have
turned toward thee from the direction of the Prison, and joy
be unto thee for having attained unto the recognition of God,
the Lord of the worlds.

O Ahmad! Hear My call, that it may draw thee to God, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Verily, We have mentioned thee and
given thee to drink of the Kawthar of My love, as a grace from
My presence, and I am the All-Bountiful, the All-Generous.
The Glory be upon thee, upon thy father and mother, and upon
My handmaiden whom We named ‘Azziyyih, and upon the
handmaidens who have believed in the One, the All-Informed.

We make mention of ‘Ali-Akbar and give him the glad tidings
of My acceptance, My remembrance, My loving-kindness, and
My mercy that hath preceded all who are in the heavens and
the earth. And We make mention of the wife of him who was
named Muhammad-Quli. Verily, We have mentioned her in
a Tablet that hath no equal among what the people possess.
Every informed one beareth witness to this.

O My handmaiden, upon thee be My glory! The Trusted One,
upon him be God’s loving-kindness, the Lord of the worlds,
mentioned thee when he was before the face of thy Lord, the
All-Forgiving, the All-Generous. We have mentioned thee with
a mention whereby the hearts of the mystics have been at-
tracted.

O My handmaidens in My lands! Hearken unto the call of
the Wronged One. Night and day, We have mentioned and
continue to mention those men and women who have turned
unto God and are unified. We beseech God to aid all to deeds
whose light shall not set and whose fragrance the centuries and
ages shall not alter. Thus hath the Most Exalted Pen spoken
from this far Prison.
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To: Aba-al-Fadl
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is God, exalted be His station in wisdom and utterance.

The Greater Branch hath appeared with thy letter at the All-
Luminous Horizon, wherein the Lord of Destiny speaketh forth
the hidden mystery through which the Hour was made mani-
fest and the moon was cleft asunder. Blessed is he who hath
heard and attained, and woe unto every heedless doubter. We
have heard thy call and have brought forth from the treasuries
of My Most Exalted Pen the pearls of wisdom and utterance,
as a mercy from Us upon thee and upon those who heard and
responded when the Call was raised from the Most Exalted
Station. We have remembered those who believed in the let-
ters Ha’ and Mim, and gave them glad tidings of My loving-
kindness and My mercy which have preceded all things. Verily
thy Lord is the Almighty, the Glorious, the All-Bountiful.

O Abu’l-Fadl! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness.
Hearken unto My call from the direction of My prison once
again. Verily it draweth thee to My Kingdom and imparteth
unto thee that which attracteth the hearts of My servants.
Verily thy Lord is the Mighty, the Bestower. Nothing what-
soever escapeth His knowledge. That which He desired hath
appeared and been made manifest, a command from His pres-
ence. Blessed is he who hath held fast unto His cord and acted
according to what hath been sent down in the Book. We make
mention of Our loved ones there and remind them of Our verses
and give them to drink from the chalice of My utterance and
draw them nigh unto God, the Lord of mankind. We have re-
membered them before with that whose fragrance shall never
cease to endure throughout the dominion of My Kingdom and
My sovereignty. The Mother Book with Him beareth witness
unto this.

O people of God! Hearken unto the Call from the direction
of My Most Great Prison. Verily it preserveth you and giveth
you glad tidings of that which hath been ordained for you by
God, the Lord of Lords. Beware lest ye be saddened by the
deeds of him by whom the dwellers of the cities of My jus-
tice have lamented at eventide and at dawn. Verily those who
claim to believe yet commit that which they were forbidden
- these are among the people of error in the Book of God,
the Self-Subsisting, the Most High. We have counselled all
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in that whereby the stations of man are elevated in the con-
tingent world and the Word of God is exalted amongst the
religions. Among the people are those who have acted upon
that which they were commanded, and among them are those
who have turned away and committed that which hath caused
the Leviathan of utterance to writhe in the dust.

We make mention of the children of the Friend and counsel
them in that which beseemeth the days of God, the Lord of
the Day of Mutual Calling. Take ye, O My loved ones, the
Book of God with the power that proceedeth from Him, and
follow not every ungrateful infidel. Aid your Lord, the All-
Merciful, with the hosts of wisdom and utterance. Thus hath
the matter been decreed when the Light was shining from the
horizon of Iraq. We have forbidden conflict and contention,
and have commanded all to fear God, the Lord of creation.
Blessed is he who hath cast away vain imaginings, holding fast
unto that which he hath been commanded in the return.

We have remembered you before with verses that cannot be
equalled by all the treasures of the earth. Hasten unto the
good-pleasure of God, then act according to that which ye
have been commanded in the Books and Tablets. Thus hath
My Most Exalted Pen spoken when the Wronged One was
established upon the throne of wisdom and utterance.

O Abu’l-Fadll We have remembered thee time and again, and
given thee to drink repeatedly. Be thankful and say: “Praise
be unto Thee, O Thou Who hast remembered me in Thy Most
Great Prison, and glory be unto Thee, O Lord of all mankind!
I beseech Thee to protect me from the evil of those who have
broken Thy Covenant and Testament, and denied Thy proof
when it was sent down in truth. Verily Thou art powerful over
whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee,
the Mighty, the Chosen One.”

Know thou moreover that whosoever layeth claim to a Cause,
he is a lying impostor. My Most Holy Book, which hath been
sent down from My holy Kingdom as a favor unto the righteous,
beareth witness unto this. Blessed art thou for having uttered
My remembrance, turned unto My face, held fast unto My
cord, and stood firm in the service of My Cause in My days.
Thus have We set forth the verses and sent them unto thee
that thine eyes may be consoled thereby and thy heart may
rejoice, and that the people may be reminded of that which
hath been sent down from the Kingdom of utterance of thy
Lord, the Subjugator of the winds. The glory shining from the
horizon of the heaven of My loving-kindness be upon thee and
upon those who have hearkened and responded and have said:
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“Praise be unto Thee, O Thou in Whose grasp is the dominion
of all created things!”

oK)

BLIB_Or15718.343

BHO01692

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful

Glorified art Thou, O my God, O God of Names and Cre-
ator of heaven! I am Thy servant and the son of Thy servant
and the son of Thy handmaiden. I acknowledge Thy oneness
and Thy singleness, and I bear witness to Thy greatness and
Thy sovereignty and to that which Thou hast sent down from
the heaven of Thy Will in Thy Most Manifest Book, which in-
formed the people of the Great Announcement and gave them
glad tidings of meeting with Thy manifestation on the Day of
Judgment through Thy words “The Day when mankind shall
stand before the Lord of the worlds.”

O my Lord! Thou seest me turning toward Thee, holding fast
to the cord of Thy favor and clinging to the hem of the robe
of Thy grace. Ordain for me that which will strengthen me to
act according to what Thou hast informed me in Thy Book. I
testify that Thou hast sent the Messengers and revealed the
Books for the guidance of Thy creation and to draw them nigh
unto the precincts of Thy chosen ones, Thy trusted ones and
Thy friends.

I beseech Thee, O Educator of all beings and Lord of the seen
and unseen, by the waves of the ocean of Thy bounty and
the effulgences of the luminary of Thy generosity, and by Thy
Beloved One Whom Thou hast made the Dawning-Place of
Thy names and the Dayspring of Thy attributes and the Mani-
festation of Thy Self and the Source of Thy Will and the Ocean
of Thy knowledge and the Heaven of Thy wisdom - through
Whose advent the heavens of Thy nearness were honored, and
by Whose name the standards of misbelief were lowered among
Thy servants and the banners of unity were raised in Thy lands,
and through Whom the dawning-places of infidelity and vain
imaginings wailed and the smile appeared on the countenance
of faith, and through Whom the sun of manifestation shone
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forth from the horizon of Hijaz and the pillars of hypocrisy
were shaken in all regions, and through Whom Yathrib trem-
bled and the valley flowed and the Kingdom of Names was
adorned - to make me in all conditions one who celebrates Thy
praise and speaks of Thy remembrance and bounty among Thy
servants, and who acts according to that which Thou hast com-
manded me through Thy generosity and munificence.

O my Lord! Thou seest the sinner hastening to the ocean of
Thy forgiveness, and the thirsty one to the Kawthar of Thy
nearness, and the poor one to the treasury of Thy riches. I
beseech Thee by the power of Thy Will and by Thy Name
through which Thou hast subdued Thy earth and Thy heaven,
to ordain for me that which will preserve me from self and
passion. Verily Thou art the Protector of all mankind and the
Lord of the throne on high and of earth below. There is none
other God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

i O my God, my Lord, my Support, my Goal and my Object

of worship! Send Thy blessings upon the Lord of the world
and the Educator of nations, through Whose manifestation the
stations of the Names appeared in Thy kingdom and the ex-
pressions of the attributes among Thy creation, and upon His
family and His companions through whom Thy sovereignty and
power were made manifest and the decree of unity was estab-
lished among Thy creatures, and who strove in Thy Cause with
true striving and aided Thy religion with true aid. Thou hast
said concerning them - and Thy word is the truth - “Honored
servants who speak not until He hath spoken, and who do as
they are bidden.” And in another place: “Men whom neither
merchandise nor traffic beguile from the remembrance of God.”
I beseech Thee by them and by the lights of Thy Throne not
to leave me to myself and my will and desire.

Then I beseech Thee by Thy might, O God of all beings and
Goal of all things, to make me one of those who desire naught
except what Thou hast desired for them through Thy bounty,
and who have made their wills extinct in Thy Will and their de-
sires in Thy Desire. Verily Thou art powerful over whatsoever
Thou willest. Nothing in all things can prevent Thy will. Thou
doest what Thou pleasest and ordainest what Thou desirest.
Verily Thou are the Strong, the Triumphant, the Almighty.

Alas! Alas! O my God, if Thou shouldst withhold from me
the Euphrates of Thy forgiveness and the ocean of Thy mercy,
who would show mercy to me and forgive me? Alas! Alas! I
have abandoned what Thou didst command me and commit-
ted what Thou didst forbid me. By Thy might! Despite my
acknowledgment of my grievous sins and great transgressions,
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I testify that they all are as nothing before the waves of the
ocean of Thy mercy and the heaven of Thy pardon and the sun
of Thy generosity. Thou knowest and seest that this servant
hath naught save weakness and weeping. Have mercy, O my
God, on one who hath raised the hands of hope to the heaven
of Thy favor and hath turned with his heart to the horizon of
Thy pardon. Verily Thou art the Generous, possessed of great
bounty. There is none other God but Thee, the Forgiving, the
Merciful.

JHT _S#198

b o) B el Vs S e oS
Sale sler L) bl y ol Cnisyl o B
el il Kl Spae B ) e 31
f)\),w XN AW@E.J\ Jadl 45

INBA61:002, INBA66:091, BLIB_ Or15716.070.

AQMM.043, RAHA.032-033, MMUH#12x

BHO01765

To: Abu’l-Hasan Afnan son of Abu’l-Qasim Afnan
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the One Who has dominion over all who are on earth
and in heaven

Praise be sanctified beyond the comprehension and minds of all,
befitting the Most Holy and Most Exalted Presence of the In-
tended One Who, in days when darkness had encompassed the
world, kindled the fire of His Cause and adorned the pavilion
of His glory with the lights of His countenance. He protected
the lamp of His power from the diverse winds of the world, and
no clouds or veils could conceal the Sun of His Manifestation.
At all times He speaks forth “The Kingdom is God’s” and at
the heart of contingent being He proclaims “The Sovereign has
come.” The events of the age and the opposition of the people
of Iran did not prevent Him from His purpose nor hold Him
back from His will. On His right the banner of “He doeth
what He willeth” is raised, and on His left the standard of
“He ordaineth what He pleaseth” is unfurled. Glorified be His
greatness, exalted be His sovereignty, and triumphant be His
power. There is no God but Him.

O My Afnan, O Abu’l-Hasan! Upon thee be My glory! Hear-
ken unto the voice of the Wronged One and purify thy heart
from the dust of sorrows that have befallen thee with the wa-
ter of God’s remembrance. Though the tribulation that has
occurred is grievous, yet patience and forbearance are greater
in the sight of God. He is indeed the All-Patient and has
commanded His servants to observe gracious patience. We
make mention of the Afnan who has ascended unto God, for
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whom the ocean of forgiveness surged and the rain of thy Lord’s
mercy, the Forgiving, the Generous, poured forth. At his as-
cension God adorned him with the ornament of forgiveness, as
a grace from His presence - and He is the Ancient Bestower
of Grace. Convey My mention to all the kindred and coun-
sel them to patience and forbearance. Today is the day of
remembrance, praise and service to the Cause. The loved ones,
especially the Afnan, must occupy themselves with teaching
God’s Cause and exalting His Word. That which hath been
revealed from the Supreme Pen concerning the Afnan shall
endure as long as God’s names and attributes endure. You
must preserve this most exalted station, for heedless souls lie
in wait in various ways to utter words that would cause people
to deviate from the Straight Path and the Great Announce-
ment. If only they knew the foundation of the Cause! Verily
thy Lord knoweth and concealeth - He is the Concealer, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

The world is a manifest Book which in every moment mentions
and reveals its mysteries. Therefore its events do not hold back
the people of insight and the companions of the Most Great
Vision from what God hath willed. You must arise with the
utmost joy and fragrance as befitteth. None knoweth what
shall come to pass hereafter. Soon there shall appear that
which will gladden thee, draw thee near, and acquaint thee
with what was hidden from sight. In outward matters, the
command to consult hath been revealed from the Supreme Pen;
thereafter, placing thy trust in God, hold fast to it and proceed
accordingly.

5 When thou receivest My letter and findest from it the fragrance
of My loving-kindness, say: “My God, my God! Praise be
to Thee for having guided me unto Thy straight path, and
mention of me in Thy Most Great Prison before the faces of the
world, and glory be to Thee for having revealed unto me what
Thou hadst concealed from most of Thy creation. I beseech
Thee, O God of existence and Lord of the seen and unseen,
by the waves of the ocean of Thy bounty and the lights of
the Sun of Thy Manifestation, to ordain for me through Thy
Most Exalted Pen that which will draw me nigh unto Thee and
purify me from what beseemeth not Thy days. Then forgive
me through Thy grace and generosity. O my Lord! Thou
seest me turning toward Thee and holding fast to the cord of
Thy loving-kindness. I beseech Thee to open before my face
the doors of Thy mercy and blessing, and to ordain for me the
good of this world and the next. Verily Thou art the Lord of all

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

s ek o S 0L Sk Al 4
55 e 1351 T cpmiie £ JLad)
53505 s o5 Canes Skl 5 a5
OBl b2 a2 Wl bl ol s 5 L
gs;\wpd}mwtw,\,&\/\é@
r\}.,\: S %—" ol& (J)L dLs\ ;'OJL' BL) d&:\
o b Sl ol 5 3L A Slis ol
mw,sﬂ{%,\;um\,dc\rw
G 8 Saose €S s ik g5l
sle e by s bl 515 e
di;,\ Jol 31 K (sl a5l O e |,
! Sl gy A d= S O s e

f:igL\

oo lal o s 5o (e Com® e
5 e o) sl 1) ales 5 aCa §5
SIE5L ) eslyl Lo 511y ST lase g’ilgf\
i b Je 025 5 0y JETL Sl O L
s B 6 BT cdal de ) il rL;S
[y 06 Lo S 5 K85 S
B3 st S0 mlls il 5o sla¥l e
j&l&d@ﬁ\&ygﬂ.\a{}ﬁwdﬂ

J e

B sle O o oa Gy 5 &S O3 13)
Sbl o J shds koakl S AL B
S 3 FH LW ST,
L T S ) ey plol rz;\m
Sl Sils 1 e win b b it
el sl 5l Sl s I L
S ol Sy ol Solee 2
éﬁ%;&‘&;ﬁb&}‘ﬁ«?%
s St d Ll p LY g Y
Kz 5 S ’JLM QU o ¢l S
s o g ol Sl Kl 2
Eﬁg“):j' &y S5,y Saay <l
FAl ey s el dye il S

L)l s VY B,

INBA51:475, LHKM3.316,

262x, MATA.238x

KHAF.261-

123


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v051/?page=478
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/b/LH3/lh3-314.html
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/635.pdf#page=261
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/635.pdf#page=261
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/mansuban-i-astan-i-talat-i-ala.pdf

Vol. 87: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part IV

BH01840

beings and the Lord of the Throne on high and of earth below.
There is no God but Thee, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.”

GEN.315-316x

BHO01840

To: Haji Mirza Hasan, in Tihran
Date: 1305 7 [1887-1888]

He is the One manifest from His most exalted horizon.

Exalted be His majesty, all-pervading His bounty, and great
His power! He has named the prison the Most Exalted Hori-
zon and designated the lowest station as the supreme height.
The renowned scholar whose name was celebrated like the sun
slipped from the path and returned to his place, while He
made the unknown ignorant one succeed in attaining the ocean
of knowledge. God doth as He willeth and ordaineth as He
pleaseth. With Him is the Mother Book.

Ha, Sin: Upon thee be My Glory and My loving-kindness!
Praise be to God, thou hast repeatedly been blessed with the
loving-kindness of God and the traces of the Most Exalted
Pen. Thou didst aim for the ultimate goal and through the as-
sistance of the Lord of all beings, thou didst arrive and witness
and hear. Praise be to Him in all conditions for His infinite
and countless favors.

Glory be to God! Vain imaginings have prevented the servants
from the Kawthar of the utterance of the All-Merciful. Veils
thicker than before have appeared and intervened. The cause
and reason are the veils of the past. In early Islam there were
certain souls who were occupied day and night with fabrica-
tions, as became clear and evident to every person of insight
at the appearance of the True One on the Day of Judgment.
Their condition has become the cause of the veils of Hadi of
Dawlat-Abad, although he was and is unaware of the root of
the matter. This ignorant oppressor speaks the same worthless
words as before and is occupied with organizing a party similar
to the Shi’ih party. It is not known what he has understood
and what he has intended and what he has comprehended of
the fruits of the Blessed Tree.
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If the servants would, through divine assistance and heavenly
grace and mercy, observe with their own eyes what has ap-
peared from the Most Exalted Horizon, they would instantly
enter another world and find that which would free and lib-
erate them from all else besides God. But the recompense of
their deeds has seized them all. Say: My God, my God! Thou
seest Thy servants in the pit of vain imaginings. Where is the
arm of Thy power, O Thou the Goal of the worlds? O Lord!
Assist Thy creation and disappoint them not of the wonders of
Thy grace. Verily Thou art the Most Merciful of the merciful
ones.

Thy letter was presented before the Wronged One and the
Greater Branch submitted it. We have answered thee with
this perspicuous Tablet. We have found from each of its letters
the fragrance of My wondrous and glorious love. We beseech
God to assist thee and make thee successful and to exalt thee
through the truth. Verily He is the Hearer, the Answerer.

And We make mention of the leaf, thy wife, and give her the
glad-tidings of God’s loving-kindness, the Lord of the mighty
throne. O my leaf! Rejoice, then be gladdened by My mention
of thee. Reflect upon the loving-kindness of God. He confirmed
thee and enabled thee to recognize the Dawning-Place of rev-
elation and the Source of verses. In days when the divines,
rulers and mystics of the earth are heedless and veiled, this
is the greatest of bounties and the supreme loving-kindness.
Thank thy Lord for this manifest grace and say: Praise be to
Thee, O Goal of the world, and glorified art Thou, O Thou in
Whose grasp is the dominion of the heavens and earth!

O Ha qgabl-i-Sin, upon thee be My Glory! Convey My greetings
to my brother, upon him be My Glory. They intended to
journey and attain Our presence. This matter depends on the
requirements of wisdom. If wisdom permits, they may come;
otherwise We shall decree for him from Our Most Exalted Pen
the reward of attaining Our presence. Verily He doeth what
He willeth and ordaineth what He desireth. He is the Mighty,
the Powerful, the Praiseworthy.

The Glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of My loving-
kindness be upon thee and upon those with thee and upon My
loved ones there who have heard and turned and responded and
said: “God is our Lord and the Lord of the exalted throne!”
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BHO01943

To: Haji Mirza Haydar Ali Isfahani
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the One Who speaks with truth and is manifest through
grace!

O Haydar-‘Ali, upon thee be My glory and loving-kindness.
The Book of Certitude is being reviewed and corrected accord-
ing to the command. I complain unto thee of those who at-
tribute themselves to Me yet commit that which causes My
lamentation, crying and wailing to rise up. I beseech God, ex-
alted be His glory, to raise up souls worthy of serving this Most
Great Cause and Mighty Announcement.

The Shi’ih world was administered through lies and calumnies,
and now after the removal of the veils of glory and the veils of
error, such calumnies have emerged that no ear in creation has
heard their like. The Greater Afnan, upon him be My glory
and loving-kindness - that is, the honored Uncle - while in Iraq
asked certain questions in My presence, and that which was
revealed in response became known as the Epistle to the Uncle,
and later as the Book of Certitude. The journey and exile of
the Wronged One is mentioned therein. Nevertheless, in the
Land of Sad [Isfahan] it is reported that some of the followers
of the tyrannical Dawlat-Abadi attributed it to another station.
Fie upon them and those who followed them without any proof
from God, the Lord of the worlds!

Some time ago, through the Afnan, a telegraph message
reached Our presence from ‘Ali, upon him be My glory,
requesting your journey to the Land of Shin [Shiraz|, and from
the Source of bounty it was granted. However, after arriving
in that land you must act with the utmost wisdom, in such
way that none will find cause to speak. If you meet the loved
ones, convey to them the greetings from the Wronged One.

In these days Shaykh Salman requested certain Tablets
and forwarded petitions from some believers. Replies were
revealed and sent. Jalal of Nayriz attained Our presence and
was blessed with bounty. We beseech God to assist all to do
what is befitting and worthy. The petitions of Rafi’-i-Badi’
and ‘Abdu’l-Hamid and another, upon them be the glory of
God, reached the Most Holy Court. God willing, replies will
be sent. We beseech God to assist them to serve the Cause
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and manifest what befits My days with wisdom and utterance.
He is the Mighty, the Bestower.

Convey greetings from the Wronged One to Nabil of Qa’in,
upon him be My glory. O Haydar-‘Ali, that which has been
ordained for the steadfast and devoted souls is such that the
tongues of all created things are powerless to describe. Soon
they shall witness that which the Tongue of Grandeur spoke
forth while seated upon the throne of prison through what the
hands of the oppressors had wrought.

Ghulam, upon him be My glory, is remembered in the Most
Holy Court. He has migrated and hastened until he arrived
and attained. This is My testimony for him. We beseech God
to assist those who have arisen to help His Cause and exalt His
Word, and to confirm them in that which will elevate them in
all His worlds. Verily, He is powerful over all things.

If you meet the people of Nun and Ra, upon them be My glory,
convey greetings. The devoted ones must know their station
and preserve it in the name of God, for if today something is
lost, its recovery will be most difficult. We beseech God to
make them enkindled with the fire of His love, detached from
all else, and holding fast to His Most Strong and Mighty Cord.
Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the All-Wise, the All-Eloquent

O Jamal, upon thee be the Glory of God, the Self-Sufficient,
the Most High! Repeatedly hath thy mention been made,
verses revealed, evidences manifested, and the Sun of loving-
kindness hath dawned from the horizon of bounty and the light
of grace hath shone forth.

Glory be to God! The Sun of certitude is shining from the
highest horizon of the world and the Dove of Utterance is war-
bling upon the loftiest branches. Nevertheless, the people are
occupied with calumnies and speak forth falsehoods. The lies
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of the past have come forth and what was rent asunder hath
been replaced by that which is even more grievous.

The unfair Dawlat-Abadi hath turned from the sweet and flow-
ing waters to fetid pools, and hath clung to calumnies instead
of the revealed verses. Unwittingly he hath done what the for-
mer party never did. At every moment some discord appeareth
and some cawing is raised. The former party for years had be-
seeched and yearned for His manifestation from God, exalted
be His glory, yet when they found the gates of meeting opened,
consider what they did and what they said. In truth the pen
and tongue are ashamed to mention it. And this heedless man,
namely Dawlat-Abadi, speaketh and uttereth the vain imag-
inings of that party. He hath again afflicted these ignorant
servants with the calumnies of the past and continueth to do
so. It is not known by what proof he professeth belief in the
Primal Point while turning away from the path of God. In any
case, heedless souls were not and are not worthy of mention.

We beseech God to assist the loved ones to accomplish that
which will cause the exaltation of His blessed Word. We ask
God to open upon thy face and upon those who love thee for
the sake of God the gates of loving-kindness, ease, grace and
bounty. Verily He is the Lord of all names and He is the
Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

i Say: My God, my God! Thou seest me standing before the

door of Thy grace, seeking the wonders of Thy generosity and
bounty. I beseech Thee by Thy Cause through which Thou
didst send down the heavenly table to Thy servants and caused
the rain of Thy mercy to shower upon Thy creation, to send
down from the clouds of the heaven of Thy generosity upon
this servant of Thine a blessing from Thee and a bounty from
Thy presence and a mercy from Thy side. Verily Thou art
powerful over whatsoever Thou willest. There is no God but
Thee, the All-Bountiful, the Generous, the Compassionate, the
Forgiving, the Merciful.

Convey My greetings to him who was named Husayn who at-
tained Our presence and won the victory when the Wronged
One was in the Most Great Prison through what the hands of
the heedless had wrought, and to My loved ones who have not
broken My covenant and My testament. We make mention
of thy family in this station and give them the glad-tidings
of My loving-kindness - the greatest loving-kindness and the
most mighty bounty concerning her was that the Hands of the
Cause of God, exalted be His glory, assisted and aided her and
caused her to attain His presence. It behooveth thee and her
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and him who was named Hubu’llah to thank your Lord night
and day. Verily He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.

The honored Ibn-i-*Attar and Buzurg, upon them be My glory
and loving-kindness, have attained and circle round My throne
in My days, entering by permission and departing by permis-
sion. Blessed are they both. We beseech God to assist them
to stand firm in this mighty Cause.

The glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of My ut-
terance be upon thee and upon whoever heareth thy words
concerning this Most Great Cause whereby the limbs of the
nations have quaked. Verily thy Lord is the Speaker, the Re-
memberer, the Expositor, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Muhammad Javad Qazvini et al.
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is God, exalted be His glory in wisdom and utterance!

O Ism-i-Jud! Upon thee be My glory! The letter of His name
Jamal and Samandar (upon both of them be My glory) which
they sent to you was seen. The fragrance of sincerity, love
and steadfastness was outwardly and inwardly diffused there-
from. They have drunk the wine of grace and bounty from the
cup of the favor of their Lord, the Most Glorious, and have
attained that which was hidden from all eyes and inscribed by
the Supreme Pen in the Book.

That which was mentioned therein regarding the affairs of the
Shaykh (upon him be My glory) attained the glance of grace.
We beseech the All-Bountiful to send upon them the rain of
His bounty and mercy and to open before their faces the gates
of eternal blessing and favor. Verily He is the Lord of creation
and the Lord of the mighty throne. That which flows from
the Supreme Pen has appeared and shall appear. Verily He is
powerful over all things.

According to what was mentioned, His name Jamal intended
to send an answer to the most noble authorities regarding the
question he had asked. This is not permissible. In this matter
silence is preferable. What is necessary are words that cause
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assurance and trust, and even that only if the occasion arises.
If something were written now it would cause agitation and
lead to expansive imaginings, therefore it is not permitted. If
an occasion arises, words expressing humility, submissiveness,
love and resignation would be good and acceptable at the Sa-
cred Threshold. Otherwise speaking without occasion is not
permitted.

5 What is now necessary and what all must focus on is teaching

the Cause with wisdom and utterance, and in such manner
that it does not cause the spread of corruption. The presence
of His name in that land day by day is also beloved, for if
the stay exceeds the bounds of moderation it will surely cause
talk. Glory be to God! Although God’s will in this Revelation
is clear and evident to all, still they mix their own knowledge
with the ignorant fabrications of the calumniators.

In any case, some days ago verses were specifically revealed
for Jamal from the heaven of favor. We beseech God to assist
him through what was sent down from the kingdom of His
wondrous utterance.

O Jamal! In all conditions look to reconciliation and to that
which brings tranquility. His Majesty the Sultan, in two in-
stances, outwardly protected this community from evil ones
through the hosts of justice and fairness - first in Ha and Mim,
and again in the land of Kaf. In truth he did that which befits
justice and fairness. Therefore all should be content and thank-
ful. In all conditions remind the believers. The Supreme Pen
in scriptures and tablets has forbidden all from that which sad-
dens hearts, let alone oppression, transgression and corruption.
We beseech God to adorn His loved ones with the ornament
of love, fellowship, harmony and unity, and to illumine them
with the lights of the luminary of justice. Verily He is the Pow-
erful, the Mighty, the Chosen One. Glory be upon thee from
Us, and upon those with thee, and those who love thee for My
sake, and upon those who hold fast to good deeds and cling to
the hem of righteousness, as commanded by God, the Mighty,
the Praiseworthy.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

5ot § S o5 AN
é}ﬁ f\ r.rT Jif slezel 5 Oluabs! e
e 35h wdy e §) de sd 2l
% o 1 ostae Js Canny e 5 K 2
5 g s ptn S5 iy Glis) S50 5
Mf:ﬁuﬁf@\&j);«;J@;}
5 5l [

sl B Ob Al s ol 03V e o
S ol Ol 5 CRE Sl ) f
o A el O 8 ol L
§ ot Vg by (o)) T 55
el Al 55l Jlzel o 31 g 5
53 B Esly) K ST Ol 353 Kai
Sleghne ST me Sl pslne 5 215 ) 5elis)
Blde gt oy fie OV 1y 5

S dle popaz GU U3 s 2 3k
o 05 6 ol O A Jd J3b e e
e el & S

5 ol L el Il mm s dls
33,55 Ol & ol (ST L 421
AN, G o Sl Joe 552 plis
sla 55 Ll "o:f 590 b Al o
;e aidly OK (o)) g oA £
10 Cblail 5 ke gl & 1 4l s g0 3
= o 52 Lal Sy ol 5ol
oM s e e é’ als $lee 1y oot
47\’°°;f@9)3‘41)i&,b)‘ b
G O bl b sl 5 s 5l e
NPAN I FiNEPRN I WA M NN
Sl ) s al Jaadl s sk pﬁ);':;
5 San o oy Sl Bl o STl
5 DaAlb 12 ) o ) 2
A o) il gl e | o) (o) ok )i

BLIB_ Or15712.319

130

ot

7



Vol. 87: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part IV

BHO02111

BHO02111

To: Siyyid Ali Afnan son of Afnan Kabir
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the greatness and power

Praise be to God, the news of your arrival in Beirut was re-
ceived with joy and fragrance. This news became the cause of
great happiness, as many of the circling ones were made glad.
Praise be to God in all conditions. In truth, from the breath of
utterance wafts the fragrance of reunion. It gives strength to
the spirit and joy to the heart. In this evanescent one’s opinion,
its power is greater than the supreme remedy. After reading
and becoming informed, we approached the Sacred Threshold
and made mention. He said: “We beseech God to aid them in
remembrance and praise, and to exalt them through His might
and sovereignty. Verily, He is powerful over all things.” End
quote.

The mention of the Afnan, upon him be all the Most Glorious
Beauty, has been and continues to be made. We beseech God,
exalted be His glory, to grant the blessing of presence and
ordain reunion. It is the deeds of the people of earth that have
caused dispersion and separation. I beseech God that, despite
every heedless and ignorant one, He may grant the Afnan a
dwelling place and refuge in the shade of the Blessed Tree, and
that this servant too may attain. The honored letter, along
with the letter of the honored Haji Siyyid Muhammad, upon
him be the glory of God, and the petitions of all arrived. God
willing, each shall attain their reward. Verily, He loves the
doers of good.

To the Afnan, his honor Aqa Siyyid Muhsin, upon him be the
Most Glorious Beauty, I convey greetings and seek for him that
which endures with the permanence of God’s kingdom, fixed
and established. Likewise to Haji Muhammad Rida, upon him
be the glory of God, I convey greetings. He is mentioned in His
presence. To the beloved of the heart, Muhammad Mustafa,
upon him be God’s grace and mercy, and the other friends,
upon them be God’s peace and bounty, I make mention. God
is witness that whenever the name of each is mentioned, joy
and delight are felt. But from what and whence is this joy?
By the life of our Beloved, all is from sincerity and love and
affection and unity. The illumination of the world is from the
light of love, else darkness would seize and destroy all. It is
the primary director in the world. Glory be to God - it is the
source of two opposites, namely death and life. None but God
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truly knows His power. He possesses all attributes. Blessed is
he who has attained unto Him and in whom are the signs of
his Lord.

5 Finally, this servant beseeches his Lord - and entreats Him
by His Prophets, His chosen ones, His friends, by Him whom
He has made the emblem of His power in His lands and the
banner of His might amongst His servants, and by His family
and companions - to ordain for your honor and His servant that
which will draw us near to Him in all conditions and gather
us beneath His shade and in His presence. Verily, He is the
Powerful, the Unconstrained. Glory and remembrance and
praise be upon your honor and upon God’s sincere servants.
Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the Dawning Place from the horizon of the Kingdom of
Utterance.

2 God testifieth that there is none other God but Him. His

are the might and majesty, the grandeur and power, the glory
and praise. He Who hath come with the truth is verily the
Ocean of utterance unto all who dwell in the realm of possibil-
ity, and the heaven of bounty unto all who are in the world,
and the Most Great Sign among all created things. Through
Him was broken the seal of the choice sealed Wine, and re-
vealed were the mysteries of God, the Help in Peril, the Self-
Subsisting. Through Him wafted the sweet savors of the Di-
vine Appearance and blew the breezes of God, the Mighty, the
All-Forgiving. Through Him was the Trump blown and the
Speaker of the Mount spoke forth, and those in their graves
arose. Whoso hath attained unto Him hath attained unto all
good, and whoso hath acknowledged Him hath acknowledged
God and His signs and His grandeur and His sovereignty. And
whoso hath denied Him is accounted among the wrongdoers in
the Book of God, Lord of all the worlds.
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I bear witness, as do the Concourse on High in this Most Glo-
rious Station and the denizens of Paradise, that thou didst
arise to serve the Cause when the Call was raised between
earth and heaven, and didst turn unto the Dawning Place of
thy Lord’s signs when He appeared with the truth, and didst
acknowledge that which the Tongue of Grandeur did speak.
I testify that through thee every heedless one became aware,
every slumberer arose, every hesitant one hastened forward,
every crippled one walked, and every tongue-tied one spoke
forth - all this through God’s grace upon thee. Thou art he
who didst drink from the cup of tribulation for the love of God,
the Sovereign of the Kingdom of Names, and didst bear hard-
ships purely for His sake. Alas, alas! The Pen weepeth at this
moment at that which the Ancient King hath spoken concern-
ing what befell thee at the hands of the oppressors among His
creation and the transgressors among His servants.

Thou art he through whose steadfastness the feet of the ser-
vants were shaken, and through whose tranquility the hearts
of the wicked were disturbed, and through whose mention re-
membrance was raised from all directions. Thou art he who
wast with the Wronged One in the prison of the land of Ta at
all times, at eventide and at dawn, and whom the imaginings
of the divines prevented not from turning to the Mighty, the
All-Knowing, and whom the veils and might of the enemies
hindered not from drawing nigh unto the Self-Sufficient, the
Most High. Thou art he who wast my partner in tribulation
and in chains and fetters. At thy calamity tears were shed and
hearts were troubled and souls lamented.

5 Blessed art thou and joy be unto thee for having shown pa-
tience in the days of God and for having been content with
whatsoever befell thee in His path and for love of Him amidst
all creation and the standards of power among the righteous.
Through you did the Sun of inner meanings shine forth in the
world of utterance and the All-Merciful reveal Himself unto all
who dwell in the realm of possibility. Ye are they who chose
hardship over ease and tribulation over all who dwell in the
mortal realm, in the path of God, Lord of the seen and unseen.
The glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of the bounty
of the Lord of creation be upon you, upon your first and your
last, your outward and your inward, and the mercy of God and
His blessings.
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To: Muhammad Taqi
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the One Who has dominion over all who are on earth
and in heaven!

O Muhammad-Taqi! Upon thee be My glory! Hearken unto
My call from around My prison, verily there is no God but Him,
the Mighty, the Bestower. He has appeared with the truth
and commanded the people to draw nigh unto Him, yet they
turned away, following every ignorant one who was deprived of
the sweet savors of knowledge.

Say: O people of the earth! Hasten unto Him, then choose
for yourselves a path unto Him. Strive in God with the true
striving through the hosts of wisdom and utterance. Thus has
the All-Merciful spoken in this station which has been raised
up in His name.

The smoke of corruption has encompassed all regions such that
naught can be seen but armies and naught can be heard but
the clash of swords. Thus has the matter been decreed through
what the hands of those who were far from the truth have
wrought.

Say: Fear God, O people, and speak not what the people be-
fore you spoke, and follow not those who committed that which
caused the Sovereign of existence to lament. He Who is estab-
lished upon the throne of utterance bears witness to this with
an authority that was manifest through the truth.

; Behold and remember what the people of the Furqan com-

mitted when the All-Merciful came with a Cause that encom-
passed all the worlds. They denied Him in Whom they had
believed, broke God’s covenant and His pledge, and did that
which caused the Holy Spirit to lament. He Who came with
the truth to guide the servants to a path that was straight
through justice bears witness to this.

Blessed is thy father who testified to that which God testified
and acknowledged that which the Tongue of Grandeur uttered.
We bear witness that he is of the people of Baha and has been
mentioned with glory by the Supreme Pen.

When thou art attracted by My verses and the rapture of My
call takes hold of thee, say: “My God, my God! Praise be
to Thee for having mentioned me, and thanks be to Thee for
having guided me. I beseech Thee by the light of Thy Cause,

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Tl s 2V G o o eudd) 52

&= dom oo Ol Gl S a2 |
5 Gl b B Ol » VALY 4
It o o) oo ) i Lo U)o

by 2 Ml Slonis o OF Jolor

;«z?)\,ﬁ\;g\\ﬂuuzﬂ\mw
354 slgd) ‘_;‘“,-41!\&\).\&\?}‘)@.«4:]\
Pl s ol gl SO 0L 2K

kg ael 0K (I

w

Ve ol Kol oles ds)
&Q\wmwv,a@\m “x
ol ST L oY) g SO

gy 51 oo 156

38 3 B L Y 5 e 8L I3 8
s Ol 4 b e 1550 ) Ion Y
Ot O e e sl 0o ST ety

13 e bl OF

oA G306, sl S5y L $31 2 s
el gl 1y 58" 8 Lt bl Je 067 L
4 bl e 5 odge 5 dil Gl 1% 5 4
S GHLO) o Sy )l )

lesitiws Judl OF Jore A1 slal

L Ol bl et sl Y b
35 ST ) e &) 4 Rladl 0L & ks
ST 5l LW s e O

55 Gl e ST LT @ 131 )
L T S,y 555 L abl SO AL A
beSe 0K Loy S0 pan Shinl s
S 3 i Tl 5 She &

134

1



Vol. 87: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part IV

BH02175

by what was hidden in Thy knowledge, by the blood that was
shed in Thy path, by the hearts that melted in their separation
and remoteness from Thee, and by the tears that flowed in Thy
love, to assist Thy servants to be steadfast in Thy Cause such
that the clamor of the heedless and the doubts of the suspicious
may not prevent them. Verily Thou art the Powerful, the All-
Knowing, the Wise.”

O Muhammad-Taqi! Reflect upon the heedlessness of the peo-
ple. They have abandoned the Truth and turned away from
the lights of the Luminary of certitude, clinging instead to Hadi
of Dawlat-Abad. Such is the condition of the manifestations
of vain imaginings. Although he had no knowledge whatsoever
of this Cause, yet he walks blindly and the sightless ones of
the world have obeyed and continue to obey him, just as they
did before, as thou hast heard and now witnessest. From the
beginning of the Cause the Supreme Pen has proclaimed in its
loudest voice that which would guide the servants. Whosoever
wishes, let him believe, and whosoever wishes, let him turn
away. Verily He is the Self-Sufficient, the All-Praised. Thus
have We expounded the verses and sent them unto thee that
thine eyes may be consoled thereby, and the eyes of those whom
the veils of the world and what is possessed by the nations have
not prevented. They have witnessed and said: “Praise be to
Thee, O Thou Who art the Goal of the worlds! And glory be
to Thee, O Thou Who art the Object of worship of those who

are in the heavens and on the earth!”
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To: Siyyid Zaynul-Abidin
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

In the Name of Him Who is the Guardian over all names!

O thou who gazest toward the Most Exalted Horizon! Reflect
upon the baseness of the people of the Bayan. They have
witnessed with their own eyes how the people of the Furqan,
namely the Shi’ih sect, throughout ages and centuries, occu-
pied themselves upon pulpits and in homes with mention of
Imamate, succession, and titles such as chief and noble and
the like, clinging passionately to names while remaining heed-
less and veiled from their Creator and Manifestation. Each
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day they appeared with some fancy and clung to some no-
tion, and from their conflicting views different sects emerged,
each sect cursing the other, yet they considered themselves the
most learned and excellent among all peoples. However, when
the divine Balance appeared and the Straight Path was made
manifest, all, both learned and ignorant, stumbled in the early
years and were consigned to hell-fire. The One Whose presence
they had implored with humility and supplication - when He
appeared they cursed Him from their pulpits and ultimately
issued the decree for His death. And now all the renowned
divines have turned away from the Truth and cling to vain
imaginings.

Nevertheless, the people of the Bayan are again occupied with
forming such a sect. It is incumbent and obligatory upon you
and the loved ones to protect the helpless servants from previ-
ous vain imaginings. This Day is God’s Day, wherein none but
He should be mentioned. Blessed art thou, in that the Most
Exalted Pen hath moved to make mention of thee. Say: O
people! By God’s life! Until ye pass beyond the river of names,
ye shall not attain to the ocean of inner meanings. Have mercy
upon yourselves and soil not yourselves with the dust of vain
imaginings like the previous sect. Time and again have these
words flowed from the Pen of divine decree that perchance ye
might become aware.

The ignorant Dawlat-Abadi hath raised the standard of leader-
ship although he neither was nor is aware of the fundamental
truth of the Cause. He hath become a leader of the people
through vain imaginings, conjectures and names of the past.
He is among those of whom it is said: “They changed God’s
favor into blasphemy and caused their people to dwell in the
abode of perdition.” It is not known what he hath understood
from this Most Great Manifestation. Perdition and ruin be
upon him! Verily, he and his followers worship vain imagin-
ings and perceive it not. By God’s life! They have taken their
own conjectures as lords beside God yet they understand not.
They have cast aside Him Who speaketh the truth before all
the world and have taken those who have denied God, the Lord
of the seen and unseen.

5 Blessed art thou for having heard, turned unto God and at-
tained unto that which was recorded in the Book of God, the
Lord of all dominion. Remind the people of thy Lord’s verses
and give them the glad tidings of this Remembrance through
which hearts and minds were attracted when it appeared. We
beseech Him to open before thy face the doors of grace and fa-
vor and to strengthen thee in that which shall cause thy name
and mention to endure through the eternity of His names and

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

A3t G s M i Ol el
Jlo iy Jol )y 55 S50 3B AT Oom
ﬁ,w\%w\w\,y},\;;ﬁw
w als Loy w0l Al Ol O
5 NA ) o s Jele 5 Jle 31 F
u“.wdt{v,‘;)?*e{bg@;@-bﬂ
o le pad Al O Ko geie Sl |
5 Nols kB, o OJ?:-;YL bl i
5 2 3 ) S U mom oa s

w

&SC M rLb;L

Wrde 3 G o7 3 Ol Jal 522
olg ke & cly s Y Uyl Ol
Sl AL S gb o Vw5
;w\ﬁ;\bb\u\ﬁg(};\“};&mw\;
LU oy o 52 5B Gl = 2,35
LV plasl Jla | o 8 o falx
CAEY SPSRGEY BB s v

A

oot Cely e @oliclys ale
el s 5 0355 T 1 ol 51 ST
O Gl ol JL:.G .ﬁuy;b"\) O}'Jé}
o) 5 1,87 01 ami 190 e e S5 ol
ool b D) 5l S pian S1sdl s 0 B
sdl Al Lk 0258 sl a
‘;-:\2\ AH\J&’J O;J’JQ‘Y)(U:)Y\ O;-L:aiw
sy Yy A Oy o L) M‘\J O 4Ll
st JWl oy plol G oy ooy

sl 5l UL 1y 18 o)

K Lk @yl 5 car k K sk 5
153 o U Sb ) OF G e
B3l 2 a2 SO,
e i O i Gl 5081 4 4
de S S k) Oyl Sy
i 5 &l plysy S5 5 Sl e
T 058 o5 gk sl be o il s 4

136



Vol. 87: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part IV

BH02276

attributes. Verily He is powerful over whatsoever He willeth
through His word “Be” and it is. The glory from Us be upon
thee and upon those who have not broken God’s Covenant, the
Guardian over what was and what shall be.
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To: Baha’is of Baku
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the All-Wise, the All-Eloquent

Praise sanctified from pen and ink befitteth the most holy and
exalted court of the Desired One Who hath manifested from
the Point of the Book and from the drop of the ocean. He
is the Lord of verses and the Possessor of standards, Who
hath adorned the tablet of existence with this exalted Word:
“Through unity the Cause is made manifest and station ele-
vated.” Blessed is the heart that is sealed with the seal of
“Verily I am God’s” The signs of the world and the doubts
of the nations shall not withhold it or keep it back from the
Truth.

O people of Ba! The gaze of loving-kindness hath ever been
directed towards those regions. Ye are remembered before the
Wronged One and have attained unto the traces of the Most
Exalted Pen. Blessed is the soul that hath drunk from the
chalice of steadfastness in the Name of God and hath arisen to
His mention and praise. Today the banner “Verily He is God”
is raised to the highest station, and the standard “He doeth
what He willeth” is unfurled upon the most sublime heights of
the world. Blessed is the eye that hath beheld the lights of the
All-Merciful’s revelation and the ear that hath hearkened unto
His call.

O party of God! The dark smoke of deeds and conduct hath
prevented the world from beholding the Most Sublime Hori-
zon. The embodiment of tyranny hath established itself above
justice, and the treacherous one hath usurped the station of
the trustworthy. Beseech ye God that He may illumine the
peoples of the world with the lights of the Most Great Name
and render them pure and sanctified from the adornments and
vanities of the world. By the life of God! The colors of the
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world have deprived most of the peoples from the divine path
and the ocean of knowledge.

O party of God! The rains of mercy have descended from the
heaven of loving-kindness in such measure that all the pens of
the world are powerless to reckon them. That which perisheth
not nor changeth hath been sent down especially for His loved
ones. Strive that ye may set ablaze the peoples of the world
with the fire of the Divine Lote-Tree and illumine them with
the lights of the Luminary of proof. The mention of each one
hath been and is before the Wronged One.

On this day the petition of Israfil attained unto the Most Holy
Court. We heard his call and made mention of him. Blessed
is he and those whom the doubts of the nations have not with-
held from turning towards the Most Great Name, and blessed
are they who have acknowledged that which the Tongue of
Grandeur hath spoken, who have accepted and said: “Praise
be unto Thee for having made known unto us the Dawning-
Place of Thy verses and the Treasury of Thy mysteries, and
for having taught us Thy path and guided us unto Thy seat.”

We beseech Thee, O Thou through Whose most exalted Word
the hearts of the Concourse on High were attracted, and
through the lights of Whose countenance, O Lord of all being,
and through those who were so moved by the sweet savors
of Thy call that they hastened to the place of sacrifice and
offered up their souls in Thy path, O Lord of all names, to
protect us from the evil of Thine enemies and to ordain for us
the reward of meeting Thee. Verily Thou art the One Who
hath power over whatsoever He willeth. There is none other
God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Slay el Sl el 51 o L
265 e alasl 51l 2361 8 J3b
e w28 J3b Uyl o s 54tue sdalin
LU g 3 iy A Bl 51 S
S5l ST e oy JU 511U ol L
ooy pllie 35 K n 55 5l e Olas g

S 9

FB Bl Camlad JB)ul fam oy O 5o
Sl d b st S35 ads )
el e @ i e L
Ol & gl e el ol g5k 5 plae)
G e Lo Lo a) ST1JB 5 131 2akanl
Lo 5 S Lede 5 STl 032 5 ST

S

I 5068 ydd) Lol (S o b S
uj‘v 5 & e b S olsh s Y
A Qg Et S Qe s
o b S & el Lasl 1)
W sy Solael 2 e Laid 0 TV
DY L e el ool ) S o

S ol

BLIB_Orl15712.124

BHO02501

To: Zahra Baygum Sister-In-Law of the Bab, in Shiraz
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the Consoler from His Most Exalted Horizon

AV sl G L e

1

O Leaf and Mother of My Afnan! Upon you both be the Most wle 4 &) :LC ;Jc s g.\ A

Glorious Glory of God! He is the Comforter in His most exalted
horizon. O my leaf! O mother of Afnan! Upon you be the glory
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of God, His care and His mercy that has preceded all who are
in the heavens and earth.

Ceaselessly in the path of God there befell you that which
grieved the hearts and minds of the people of justice and fair-
ness. However, since what occurred was in the path of God,
patience and forbearance are most beloved and fitting. The
Most Exalted Leaf, upon her be the glory of God, His mercy
and His care, and that most distinguished lady have ever been
and are before Our gaze.

I swear by the Most Great Luminary which shines and gleams
from the horizon of the Most Great Prison that there has been
ordained for the Afnan that which has no likeness or parallel.
The world itself proclaims its own evanescence. Every person
of insight witnesses its passing at every moment, and every
hearing ear hearkens to its lamentation and wailing.

The station that has flowed from the Most Exalted Pen for the
Afnan has been and remains mention, praise and teaching the
Cause to the extent possible. No station has been or is more
exalted than this station. In the Tablets has been revealed that
which the world cannot equal even one word thereof. By the
life of God! The Wronged One loves you and consoles you in
what has befallen you. We beseech God to preserve you, to aid
you and to enable you to exercise gracious patience and noble
forbearance.

The Afnan, upon him be My glory and care, is present and
abiding at rest in the shelter of divine mercy and the pavilions
of divine grandeur. Give thanks to your Lord for this manifest
grace. Rejoice in what the Most Great Announcement has
revealed unto you in this mighty Tablet. Praise be to God, the
Lord of causes has arranged and granted success to His Afnan
to join the divine Tree. We beseech God to aid you in such
wise that the doubts of heedless souls and the intimations of
the idolaters may not prevent you. In all conditions fix your
gaze upon the Most Exalted Horizon and hold fast to His cord.

We make mention of the wife of the Afnan, upon her be My
glory and care, and give her the glad-tidings of God’s grace,
exalted be His glory. Let them not be sorrowful. By the life
of God! Soon there shall appear that which will cause the lips
of both the seen and unseen realms to smile. That household
and its members, both the ladies and children, are associated
with the Truth. We thank God, exalted be He, and beseech
Him to draw you near to Him and protect you from the evil
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of His enemies. Verily He is the Almighty, the Powerful, and
worthy to answer prayers.

The glory from Us be upon My Afnan and upon those who
love them in this wise remembrance. And praise be to God,
the Mighty, the Great.

GEN.311
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BHO02465

To: Aga Mirza Sadiq
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is God, exalted be He in wisdom and utterance

Sad, Dal, Qaf. From Us be the remembrance of the mercy of
God—of him who hath drunk of the choice wine of faith, and
hath turned unto the horizon of the All-Merciful, holding fast
to His cord, clinging to His hem, arising to serve His Cause,
and directing his gaze unto the lights of His Countenance—
until he came, and attained unto that which the All-Merciful
hath revealed in the Qur’an, and in the Gospel, and the Torah,
and the Psalms.

The Tongue of Grandeur beareth witness, of His own Self and
by His own Self, that there is none other God but Him, the
All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting. He hath come down from
the heaven of proof with the verses of utterance. Blessed is he
that hath borne witness and hath responded; and woe betide
every heedless, veiled one!

O thou who hast been present before the Wronged One, and
who dwellest in His neighbourhood! He testifieth that thou
hast attained unto His presence, and hast turned unto Him at
a time when all mankind, save whomsoever God hath willed—
the Lord of what hath been and what shall be—have arisen to
turn away. Thou hast set thy face toward the Most Remote
Goal and the Most Exalted Summit, and hast soared on the
pinions of detachment unto the Lord of creation, until thou
didst stand at the door that hath been opened unto all that
are in the unseen and in the visible. Render thanks unto God
for that whereunto the Most Exalted Pen hath borne witness in
thy behalf in this pitch-dark night, while the Wronged One was
seated upon the Throne and was uttering that which draweth
men nigh unto the Praised Station. Blessed art thou, inasmuch

oL 5 ALl wls Lo 4l o

3OV Gy 0 8 e A, $3 35 o
o Bt 4ot Wiz 201 81 ) 31
a3 )\ g;\ie:;ﬂjvmbéptéts,
S G oo A 3 a0l
o s sl s L4V G

ﬁ\i\m\)ﬁ\wwwwuw :
S ol Ter o G136 gl pagll
Bl B oy Ol as b g oLl

i o

ol & S plall gl SWI LI L
o2 31l Sl o L a4l
055 ey 0K L Oy il Ta e VI ()
5 Ul il @Y dadll G &
B W) Sl ) sV el o b
sl G oo do b Ol d
Y S 4] e s ]
L ol 06 31 T ol oo 3
Pl Q) B T e Tl 2l e
et )y s b S b ssed
Tl Sl ¥ 11 S8 Ko Lo
S B e K Silie oo

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 140


https://bahai-library.com/pdf/a/afnan_rabbani_genesis_faiths.pdf
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v051/?page=318
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/635.pdf#page=198

Vol. 87: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part IV

BH02434

as thou hast turned and hast come, in such wise that neither
the designs of princes nor the pretensions of divines have with-
held thee; and thou didst depart from thy place, putting thy
trust in God, thy Lord, the Mighty, the Loving. We ask God
to grant thee success and to confirm thee in that which He
loveth and approveth, and to cause to appear from thee, in the
world, that which shall endure through the abiding of His Most
Excellent Names and His Most Exalted Attributes. Verily He
hath power to do whatsoever He willeth. He saith “Be,” and
it is. To God be praise!

Thou hast heard, and hast attained, and hast turned unto Him
in days when all have arisen to turn away. We beseech God to
confirm thee in the safeguarding of this Most Exalted Station.
He is, in truth, powerful and mighty.

i The letter of the honoured Amin—upon him be Baha and My

favour—together with the loving-kindness he hath shown unto
thee, was perused. His expressions of affection and devotion
towards thee and thy household have caused joy and gladness.
We ask God to aid and sustain him; verily He is the Most
Bountiful, the Most Generous. In truth, the honoured Amin is
steadfast and upright, and hath arisen to serve. Blessed are the
souls who are adorned with the ornament of love for the two
Martyrs, for him, and for those related to them. Great is your
station in the sight of God, the Lord of all worlds. Blessed is
he who turneth towards you and attaineth unto your love, and
who heareth that which your tongues have spoken in the Cause
of God, the Mighty, the Wise. The glory from Us be upon you,
and upon Amin, and upon every steadfast and upright one,
and upon every firm and trustworthy soul.
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Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the One seated upon the throne of utterance.

Light and spirit and mercy and glory be upon you, O manifes-
tation of devotion and dawning-place of faithfulness among all
peoples. I bear witness that through you the banner of misbe-
lief was brought low and the standard of divine unity was raised
to the most exalted station. You are the one who emigrated
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with the Wronged One in the path of God, the Protector, the
Self-Subsisting, on a day when the sky brought forth smoke and
earthquakes seized the foundations of all in creation. You are
the one whom the might of the oppressors did not weaken, nor
were you veiled by the veils of the transgressors. You turned
to the Most Exalted Horizon when most of humanity turned
away from it. Through your mention the scrolls of the lovers
were adorned in the love of God, Illuminer of the horizons and
Lord of the Day of Meeting. Through your certitude the limbs
of vain imaginings trembled, and through the light of your di-
vine unity the foundations of the ungodly were shaken - those
who denied the Cause of God when He came with proof and
evidence. Blessed are you and joy be unto you in that you at-
tained the recognition of your Lord on a day when God came
in the shadows of clouds.

And I remember at this time the dawn of a day when the
Manifestation of “He doeth whatsoever He willeth” mounted a
blue horse, heading toward the Ultimate Goal for the victory
of God, Lord of Names and Creator of heaven. You were with
Me along with a few souls and we traversed the way until we
arrived at one of the villages. Then the oppressors surrounded
us from all directions and seized us with such tyranny that
the livers of the most exalted Paradise melted, and the highest
Paradise and the Lote-Tree beyond which there is no passing
lamented.

Alas! Alas! There befell you in the path of God that which
caused the tears of the sincere ones to flow and the sighs of
those near to God to ascend. You are the one through whom
wafted the breezes of love and fellowship, and through whom
shone forth the sun of harmony and unity. You stood firm in
the Cause such that the horsemen in the field of tyranny and
oppression did not frighten you, nor did the fire blazing in all
regions prevent you. Through your calamity eyes wept, hearts
burned, and the pillars of existence were shaken. We beseech
God, Lord of the unseen and the visible, to ordain for you at
all times that which befits His name, the All-Merciful. He is
the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

Blessed is the seeker who seeks your tomb, and the lover who
visits your grave and recites what the tongue of your Lord has
uttered. O God, O God of all contingent beings and Goal of all
created things! I beseech Thee by Thy Name, the All-Forgiving,
which has encompassed the manifestations of disobedience, and
by Thy pardon which has preceded all religions, and by Thy
grace which has taken hold of all in existence, to forgive who-
ever presents himself before his grave and to fulfill his needs.
Verily Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest. There
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is no God but Thee, the All-Merciful, the Most Merciful, and
Most Merciful of the merciful ones.
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To: Mirza Jalal, in Nayriz
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is God, exalted be His station, unto Him belong greatness
and grandeur!

O Jalal! Upon thee be the Glory of God, the Self-Sufficient,
the Most High! Thy letters from before and after have arrived.
Every word thereof testified to thy acceptance, thy devotion
and thy steadfastness. O Jalal! Today is unlike other days
and its utterance unlike other utterances. Whosoever cometh
and attaineth unto the fragrances of the Most Exalted Word
which hath been revealed from the Supreme Pen in the prison
of ‘Akka, he shall become detached from the world and all
that dwell therein, and shall cleave with heart and soul unto
the Truth. Blessed are they whom the veils of the world have
not hindered and whom the doubts of the nations have not
kept back from turning towards and accepting the Truth.

Praise be to God that thou didst set thy face toward the Most
Great Ocean and didst attain unto that which was revealed
by the Ancient Pen in the Books of the nations. Thou didst
arrive and behold, didst hear the call and witness the horizon,
and didst acknowledge that which the Tongue of Grandeur did
speak. Blessed art thou and blessed are the friends in Nun and
Ya who have not broken My Covenant and My Testament, who
have accepted and drunk the choice wine of revelation from
the hands of My bounty. We have mentioned them before and
mention them at this time, that this remembrance may draw
them unto the supreme steadfastness, lest their feet slip from
the Path of God, the Lord of all worlds.

Convey greetings from the Wronged One to all and give them
the glad-tidings of the favors of God, exalted be His glory. Ver-
ily nothing escapeth His knowledge. He heareth and seeth, and
He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.
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Today the call of the servants hath been heard, and the answer
doth ever descend from the horizon of the Kingdom of utter-
ance. His honor the Name of God, upon him be My Glory,
hath repeatedly made mention of his honor Mulla Shafi’ and
thyself, and in each instance he hath attained unto the sacred
verses of the Supreme Pen. This Wronged One hath ever men-
tioned and continueth to mention His loved ones. I swear by
the Sun of Truth which shineth from the horizon of the heaven
of Revelation that every name that is mentioned in the pres-
ence of the Wronged One attaineth unto the remembrance of
God, exalted be His glory. The world hath not been and is not
worthy to manifest the stations of His loved ones. Great is the
endeavor and mighty the steed, but the field is not spacious.

We beseech God - and ye should beseech Him - not to de-
prive His servants and to bestow upon them a portion of the
outpourings of His days. He is the Generous One Who cre-
ated the world for His servants. It behooveth the tongues of
them who are nigh and sincere to be engaged in His praise
and glorification throughout the nights and days. This is meet
for whosoever hath turned unto Him and hath found the fra-
grance of His utterance and the sweetness of His remembrance,
the Mighty, the Wondrous.
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To: Hudhud wife of Ismullahul-Asdagq
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the Compassionate, the Most Generous

O Hudhud! Upon thee be My glory. Give ear to the voice of
the Wronged One with the ear of the heart and gaze upon His
traces with the eye of truth. Gird up the loins of endeavor
in service to the Cause, that thou mayest attain to that which
shall endure in the Book of God as long as the kingdom of earth
and heaven endure. Be thou at all times occupied with uniting
the hearts and souls of the handmaidens of God. The grace
of God hath ever encompassed His servants and maidservants
and ever shall. The glance of favor is directed toward the light
of divine love concealed and treasured within hearts. Were
one to observe with the eye of justice, the tongue of grandeur
would utter the verse “and few of My servants are grateful.”
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Convey greetings from the Wronged One to the exalted ladies,
leaves and maidservants.

We counsel all to fear God and to righteousness. Say: The
greatest ornament for the handmaidens hath ever been and
still is chastity and virtue. By God! The light of chastity
illumineth the horizons of the spiritual worlds and its fragrance
reacheth unto the Most Exalted Paradise. O Hudhud! Say: By
God! The life of this world shall pass away more swiftly than a
moment. Soon all that is witnessed shall return to nothingness,
and that which endureth forever is pure deeds. Through pure
deeds the element of dust transcendeth the heavens.

O My leaves! Move by the will of the Divine Lote-Tree and be
stirred by the breezes of the will of the One Beloved. Today the
men of the world and its learned ones have turned away from
the Truth, while ye have turned toward it. They are deprived
of the sealed wine, while ye have attained it. Know ye the
station of this most exalted rank and hold fast to that which
befitteth this greatest grace and most great bounty. Today
the river of sanctification floweth and the ocean of purification
surgeth. Strive that ye may attain to that which is the cause
of the exaltation of the Word of God.

5 We beseech God to assist you and grant you the greatest por-
tion from the ocean of counsel, that ye may become the cause
of the sanctification of souls and the purification of hearts and
minds. This is not difficult for God. We beseech God to make
you more delicate than the choicest wine, more subtle than
the purest water, and more radiant than the sun in steadfast-
ness and fidelity. Verily He is with you in all conditions. He
heareth and seeth, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.
The glory from Us be upon you, O My leaves and maidservants,
and upon those who have taken the reins of self and passion
out of love for God, the Lord of all beings and the Lord of the
throne on high and of earth below.

ADJ.032x
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To: Muhammad Hasan

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the All-Opening, the All-Knowing! @.lx” CL;;:)\ »

Praise be to God Who hath sent down the verses and revealed
the evidences and sent forth the Messengers for the guidance
of His creation, that He might make known unto them the
path of His good-pleasure and teach them that which draweth
them nigh unto Him in all conditions. He, verily, is the Self-
Sufficient, the Most Exalted. And blessings and peace be
upon him whose light shone forth from the horizon of Batha,
and through whose appearance the regions were adorned, and
the herald proclaimed: “O people of the earth! He Who was
promised hath come, and through Him have appeared the most
excellent names of God and His most exalted attributes” - he
against whom the idolaters arose until the decree of emigration
came from God, the Lord of all beings. Thereupon did Batha
lament while Yathrib’s lips smiled at this nearness and meet-
ing. And upon his family and companions, through whom the
decree of the Book was established among the parties, and the
limbs of those who denied the Beginning and the Return did
quake.

Thereafter, O Muhammad-Qabli-Hasan, hearken unto the call
of this Wronged One and hold fast unto it. Verily, He speaketh
the truth and guideth thee to the straight path of God. Thy
letter was brought by Muhammad, whom may God assist. We
saw it and heard it. We beseech God, exalted be His glory, to
aid thee and grant thee success in that which is befitting. The
purpose of sending the Messengers and revealing the Books
hath been and still is the elevation of souls and the advance-
ment of knowledge, that all may testify to the oneness and
singleness of God and become aware of that which profiteth or
harmeth them. We counsel thee with that which is the cause
of salvation in both worlds. Be not idle like the Babis. Fix thy
gaze upon the divine commandments and act according to that
which the Purpose of all worlds hath revealed in the Qur’an.
His word, exalted is He: “O ye who believe! When the call is
made for prayer on Friday, hasten to the remembrance of God
and leave off business. That is better for you, if ye but knew.”
O Hasan! The affairs of the world, whether profit or aught else,
wealth or poverty, all return to nothingness. Strive that from
thee may appear a deed that shall enter and be preserved in
the treasury of divine acceptance. We counsel thee to observe
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fasting and prayer, and to fear God, the Lord of Lords. Convey
the greetings of this Wronged One to Abu-‘Inayat, whom may
God, exalted is He, assist, and likewise to those who are with
him. All are mentioned; their mention hath attained perma-
nence and shall never be erased. We beseech God to aid them
all to act with propriety and in that which beseemeth man
and his station. Peace be upon you and upon God’s righteous
servants.
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Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

That which hath been revealed in the visitation (prayer) for
Mirza ‘Ali-Muhammad, who was martyred in the path of God.

He is the Compassionate, the Most Generous

O first light that rose and shone forth, O first fragrance that
was wafted and diffused! Upon thee, O dawning-place of pros-
perity and manifestation of success! I testify that through thee
the fragrance of the garment was spread abroad and the decree
of sanctification appeared, and through thee the gate of divine
knowledge was opened to all contingent beings and the dove of
proof warbled upon the branch of utterance. Glory and power
belong unto God, the Lord of all religions! Thou art he whom
neither the doubts of the skeptics nor the signs of the trans-
gressors deterred. Through thee the clouds rained down and
the Herald proclaimed: “The Kingdom belongeth to God, the
Lord of Lords!”

Alas, alas! How many a day didst thou spend in chains and
fetters, and how many a night didst thou hear the taunts of the
people of error who in the end denied God, the Self-Sufficient,
the Most High! Thou art he who showed patience in hardship
and tribulation in the path of God, Creator of heaven, and who
wast with Me in prison in days when the fire of hatred blazed
in the hearts of the idolaters who rejected the truth with their
own inventions, violated His covenant and testament, disbe-
lieved in His signs and proof, and denied what was sent down
from the heaven of His Will and appeared by His command
and shone forth from His horizon.
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Through thee and thy like were opened the gates of bounty
upon the faces of all beings, and the Pen of the Lord of eternity
was set in motion in the realm of creation. Thou art he at
whose calamity every seeing one wailed and every informed one
cried out, every just one wept and every fair-minded one was
confounded, and by what befell thee arose the lamentation of
those near unto God and the cry of the sincere ones. I testify
that thou didst not hesitate in the Cause of God thy Lord,
and didst perceive the fragrance of the Revelation when it was
wafted throughout the world. Through thy calamity hearts
were melted and lands were changed. I testify that thou didst
turn and believe on a day when the earth shone with the light
of its Lord and the heaven with its Creator and Fashioner.

The glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of God’s
loving-kindness, the Goal of the mystics, be upon thee and
upon thy beginning and thy end, thy outward and thy inward
self, and the mercy of God and His blessings.

Glorified art Thou, O Light of the world and Attractor of the
hearts of nations! I beseech Thee by the Most Great Name
to forgive me and my father and my mother. Then I beseech
Thee by the Trust which Thou hast concealed in this station
to ordain for me the good of the hereafter and of this world.
Verily Thou art the Lord of all beings and the Sovereign of all
days. There is no God but Thee, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.
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To: Aqa Mirza Zaynul-Abidin Jarrah Zanjani et al.
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the Hearer, the Answerer! A remembrance from Us to
him who hath turned unto the Dawning-Place of the verses of
his Lord, the All-Compassionate, the All-Bountiful, and hath
heard the Call when it was raised from the Most Exalted Hori-
zon, and hath drunk the Choice Wine sealed by My Name,
the Self-Subsisting, and hath attained unto the favor of God,
the Lord of the worlds. He hath presented himself, and heard,
and witnessed from the mighty signs of his Lord in this Great
Prison.
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O Zaynu’l-‘Abidin! Thy letter which thou didst send to Our
servant hath been presented and hath won the attention of the
Wronged One. We answer thee through this resplendent Tablet,
with which the tablets of the world and the remembrances of
the nations cannot compare, as doth testify to this the Lord
of Eternity Who speaketh before all faces. The gate of heaven
hath been opened and the Lord of Names hath come with a
mighty command. Blessed is he who hath attained unto that
which was recorded by the Pen of Will and mentioned by God,
the Lord of the Day of Judgment.

Hearken in Persian to the call of the Wronged One: Previously
was revealed that which thou didst ask from the ocean of divine
knowledge. He is the Answerer of the questioners and the Goal
of the mystics. We beseech God that He may aid thee to serve
His Cause and enable thee to achieve that which shall cause
His Cause to be exalted. Praise the Goal of the world that He
hath aided thee and granted thee a portion from the ocean of
bounty.

Thou hast attained unto a station for which the possessors of
stations have for years engaged in lamentation and weeping in
their search, yet on the Day of Manifestation all were deprived
save whom thy Lord willed, but thou didst attain, didst hear
His call and didst behold His horizon. Know thou the station
of this most great favor and preserve it with the eye and soul.
Fach of the souls mentioned before attained unto the divine
verses, and whatsoever was revealed for each one is an everlast-
ing treasure preserved with God. Give them the glad-tidings
wherewith God hath given thee glad-tidings in this perspicuous
Book.

Say: My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having guided
me and Thy loved ones unto Thy straight path and Thy mighty
Message. I beseech Thee by the lamp of Thy Cause and the
effulgences of the Orb of Thy Revelation that Thou make me
and those who have believed in Thee to be among those who
have no fear nor are they grieved, who speak not until Thou
hast spoken and who act according to Thy command. O my
Lord! Ordain for us from the wonders of Thy bounty that
which will draw us nigh unto Thee, then write down for us
the good of this world and of the world to come. Verily Thou
art the Protector of all beings and the Lord of the mighty
throne. There is none other God but Thee, the Almighty, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BHO02845

To: Hasan
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Lord of might and power!

This Wronged One, from this most exalted station and most
glorious horizon, makes mention of the loved ones of God, glo-
rified be His majesty, that perchance the sweetness of divine
remembrance may attract receptive souls and enable them to
attain unto that which He has purposed. O Hasan, upon thee
be My glory! His honor Kazim, who attained unto My days and
arose to serve Me, made mention of thee. We make mention
of thee through this perspicuous remembrance from God, the
Lord of all worlds. O Hasan! For one thousand two hundred
years the Shi’ih sect boasted from pulpits of Ali’s successorship
and recounted the virtues of the Imams. Yet when the blessed
Tree of Oneness sprouted forth and the Dawn of Manifestation
broke, all arose in opposition.

Thou hast heard and witnessed the deeds of that heedless party.
Now Hadi of Dawlat-Abad hath raised the standard of false-
hood and is occupied with forming a party like the previous
one. I swear by the Sun of the horizon of proof that he is
unaware of the foundation of the Cause, clinging to vain imag-
inings and grasping at idle fancies. Hath he not seen the fruits
of the Shi’ihs’ deeds? On the Day of Retribution they com-
mitted that which no other sect had ever done. From pulpits
they reviled and cursed the Truth, and finally issued the de-
cree for His death. By the life of God! They perpetrated that
which neither Jews nor Christians nor any other parties in the
world had done. Thus did their souls entice them, and today
they are accounted among the idolaters in God’s mighty and
praiseworthy Book.

Say: My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having guided
me, caused me to hear, and made me know. I beseech Thee by
the rain-showers from the heaven of Thy grace and the waves
of the ocean of Thy bounty to protect me from the doubts of
the suspicious ones and the allusions of the ungodly. Then
make me steadfast in Thy love and firm in Thy Cause, such
that neither the mutterings of the enemies nor the clamor of
the wicked may deter me. Verily Thou art powerful over what-
soever Thou willest. There is no God but Thee, the Almighty,
the All-Powerful.
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5 Convey My greetings to His honor Haydar-‘Ali, upon him be
My loving-kindness, My mercy and My grace, if thou shouldst
meet him. Blessed is he who associated with him and took
him as a path unto this mighty and sublime station. Glory be
upon him and upon thee and upon every steadfast and upright
one. Praise be to God, the Lord of the Day of Judgment,
Who speaketh that there is no God but Me, the Single, the
All-Informed.
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BH03040
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]
He is the All-Speaking, the Incomparable, the All-Knowing (:LJ\ 5,4 OLU\ P

O Ashraf! Upon thee be the Glory of God! The world is in
turmoil. Eyes are veiled and ears are prevented from hearing,
for they have been defiled by false tales. The defiled ear is
not worthy to hear this Call raised from the Most Exalted
Horizon. Most are attached to vain imaginings and devoted to
idle fancies. Hadi Dawlatabadi, like the deluded souls of the
past, has occupied the helpless servants with those same vain
imaginings. By the life of God! Neither are the eyes of such
people worthy to behold, nor their ears worthy to hear. Leave
them to their vain discourse wherein they sport. They have
clung to perversion.

Blessed is the soul who today has shattered the chains of blind
imitation and the idols through the Name of God, exalted
be His glory, and has attained true unity. Blessed art thou,
O Ashraf! Thou art he whom neither the leaves of fire pre-
vented from the remembrance of God, nor the doubts of those
who denied the Day of Judgment. The Most Great Branch
was present before the Wronged One and mentioned thy letter.
Praise be to God that thou hast attained to that which was
revealed in the divine Books. We beseech God to aid thee in
that which will cause the exaltation of His Word and the turn-
ing of the servants unto Him. O Ashraf! Upon thee be My
glory and My loving-kindness.

The understanding of people has been altered due to their
turning away. That which hath been revealed in this Reve-
lation from the Treasury of the Supreme Pen is as distinct
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from other utterances as the sun. Nevertheless, the sightless
ones of the world have said that what is sent down from the
heaven of divine will has been stolen from the words of the
Primal Point. Observe what injustice hath been perpetrated
against this Wronged One. By the life of God! They have
committed that which no oppressor hath committed from the
beginning of the world until now. Verily He speaketh the truth
and guideth to the Way. He is the Mighty, the Beautiful. The
Glory be upon thee and upon those who are with thee.

5 Thy other letter was forwarded to the Most Holy Court by
Zaynu’l-Mugqarrabin, upon him be the Glory of God. We be-
seech God to aid thee and thy son and those whose names
thou didst mention. Verily He is the Single, the One, the All-
Knowing, the All-Powerful. We beseech God to set His party
ablaze with such a fire that none besides God shall be able
to extinguish it, and with such a light that shall illumine the
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BHO03227

To: Mirza Asadullah Vazir, in Isfahan

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Informed PRERALA P

A mention from Our presence to one who hath inhaled the fra-
grances of Revelation and hath attained to recognition when
the Tongue of Grandeur proclaimed: “The Kingdom belongeth
unto God, the All-Possessing, the Self-Subsisting.” He is the
one who heard the Call and responded to his Lord when every
veiled scholar turned away from Him. He cast aside vain imag-
inings through the power of his Lord, holding fast to the cord
of the Command and clinging to the hem of certitude when
the All-Merciful came with manifest sovereignty. He took the
choice wine from the hands of bounty and drank thereof in the
name of God, the Lord of existence.

O Asad! Upon thee be My loving-kindness. We have men-
tioned thee before in such wise as caused the sweet fragrances
of thy Lord’s loving-kindness, the Mighty, the All-Loving, to
waft abroad. We beseech God to aid thee to preserve that
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which thou hast been given from His presence. He, verily, is
the Truth, the Knower of things unseen.

We have at this moment beheld thy name in the book of one
of Our loved ones who hath attained unto My days, soared
in the atmosphere of My love, and turned toward My horizon
when all upon the earth turned away save those whom God
did wish, the Lord of what was and what shall be. We beseech
God to preserve him and to manifest unto him that which He
hath ordained for him, and to exalt him among His servants
through this Name whereby hearts and minds were stirred.

5 And We make mention of Our loved ones there, whom neither

the ranks of the world nor the might of nations prevented.
They hastened with their hearts to the supreme horizon and
drank from the hands of bounty My choice-sealed wine. Thus
have We set forth the verses and sent them unto thee that
thou mayest rejoice and give thanks unto thy Lord, the All-
Possessing over what was and what shall be.

i Say: Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having given me

to drink the choice wine of Thy knowledge and enabled me
to stand before the gate of Thy grandeur and caused me to
hear Thy call and honored me with Thy verses. I beseech
Thee, O Lord of existence, by Thy Command whereby the
ocean of utterance surged in contingent being and the dove
of understanding warbled upon the branches, to enable me
to serve Thy Cause in such wise that my remembrance may
influence hearts and minds. Verily Thou art God; there is
none other God but Thee. Thou doest what Thou willest, and
Thou art indeed the Mighty, the All-Possessing, the Powerful,
the Best-Beloved.
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Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

That which hath been revealed in the visitation (prayer) for
‘Abdu’l-Wahhab Beg—upon him be the glory of God, the Lord

of all men

He is the Speaker in the Kingdom of Utterance!
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The first fragrance wafting from the garment of the favor of
the Lord of lords be upon thee, O Abdul-Wahhab! I testify
that thou didst rend asunder the veils and shatter, through
the power of certitude, the idols of vain imaginings, and didst
turn unto God in days wherein the people turned away from
the Lord of all beings. Thou art he who cast aside all idle
fancies in his longing for My sealed wine, and who took the
water of everlasting life in My Most Glorious Name before the
faces of all peoples, drinking thereof once in My Name, the
Guardian over all names, and again in remembrance of Me,
the One sanctified above earth and heaven.

I testify that thou didst hear the Call when it was raised in
truth, and wast present and didst comprehend that which was
hidden in God’s knowledge and recorded in His Books and
Scrolls, and didst behold the horizon of Revelation and hear
the voice of Him Who conversed upon the Mount, and didst
circle round it on the Day of Resurrection. Thou art he who
preferred the Self of God above thine own self in thy longing to
attain His presence and seek His good-pleasure, and who was
so transported by the rapture of His Call and the shrill voice
of His Most Exalted Pen that thou didst scatter the pearls of
thy life at thy Lord’s feet.

I testify that thou didst believe in the earliest days and didst
attain the fountain of true knowledge from the hands of thy
Lord’s loving-kindness, the All-Merciful. Neither the tyranny
of the Pharaohs nor the might of the oppressors deterred thee.
Thou didst turn, through the power of the Most Great Name,
to that spot whereon God, the Lord of eternity, had manifested
Himself, and didst attain the light of reunion at the dawning
of the Sun of Beauty from the All-Possessing, the Most High.

; Blessed is he who speaketh in praise of thee, who remembereth

thy sacrifice and virtuous qualities, who visiteth thy resting-
place and reciteth that which hath been sent down from the
Pen of Grace in the Most Great Prison. Joy be to him whose
heart is adorned with the ornament of thy love.

I call God and His angels and His Prophets and His Messengers
to witness that thou didst perform in His path that which
amazed the Concourse on High. I beseech Him, exalted is He,
to send down upon thee at all times a mercy from the heaven
of His bounty and rain from the clouds of His grace. Verily, He
is the All-Bountiful, the Generous, the Forgiving, the Merciful.
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BHO03444

To: Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is God, exalted be His station in wisdom and utterance

Praise be to God Who hath manifested Himself through a
light from the lights of His Most Great Name unto the world,
whereupon the earth and heaven were illumined. Exalted be
God, the Lord of Names and Possessor of all things, Who hath
revealed whatsoever He desired through His word “Be” and
it is. And the prayer shining forth from the horizon of the
heaven of His grace be upon the Dawning-Place of His light,
the Dayspring of His Revelation, the Source of His Command,
the Repository of His knowledge, the Mine of His wisdom, the
Ocean of His power, the Heaven of His bounty, and the Sun
of His generosity - He Who stood in His station in the world
amidst all peoples and guided mankind unto the straight path
and the mighty announcement. And upon His family and
companions, through whom the ark of divine knowledge sailed
upon the ocean of certitude and the horizon of utterance was
illumined by the luminary of proof. Through them were re-
vealed the mysteries of divine unity, and through them was
raised aloft the word of detachment, and through them was
hoisted upon the highest standard the banner of “There is
none other God but Him.”

And now, he who was named Husayn in the Crimson Tablet by
the Supreme Pen hath come forward and attained the presence
of the Wronged One in His mighty prison. O Muhammad!
Blessed art thou, and blessed is he, and blessed is his mother
who hath attained unto the recognition of her Lord, and blessed
is the radiance that hath kept company with Me and stood
before My face. At this moment We speak while the servant
who is present writeth, standing beside My thigh. Verily, in his
earliest days he discovered the fragrance of the garment and
attained the presence of the Wronged One.

O Mustafa! Upon thee be the peace and glory of God, the
Lord of all names. We testify that thou hast attained unto
that which most of the servants have failed to attain. Thou
didst hold fast unto goodly deeds and didst cleave unto that
whereby the Cause of God, the Most High, the Most Great, was
exalted. Glory be upon thee and upon those with thee, and
upon those whom nothing whatsoever hath deterred from turn-
ing toward the Supreme Horizon - they are honored servants,
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upon whom resteth the loving-kindness of God, the Protector,
the Self-Subsisting.
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BHO03470

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is God, exalted be His glory in wisdom and utterance

This is a letter from the Wronged One to one of His servants
who turned toward the Most Holy Court and drank from the
cup of bounty from the hand of grace, who attained nearness
and was adorned with the meeting. We beseech God to grant
success that you may be enabled to preserve what He has be-
stowed. The traces of the Supreme Pen have encompassed the
world, yet the deeds and words of the servants have prevented
them from the Self-Subsisting, the Most High. O people of
Baha! Beseech God that He may cause to appear through you
that which has been inscribed by the Pen of bounty in the
Mother Book. Know ye the value of this Day and leave be-
hind what the people possess. The Self-Subsisting has come,
in His hand is the sealed wine. He bestows the cup, grants the
chalice, gives forth the ocean - drink ye in His Name, partake
ye in His remembrance, and give in His love. The people of
Baha are the true celestial cup-bearers - they must adorn the
dead of the world with the garment of life through the cups of
His bounty. He is the Powerful One whose aid has never been
withheld from His loved ones, and His favors have been and
shall ever be with them that are near and sincere. When thou
hast drunk the choice wine of My utterance and soared in the
atmosphere of My nearness and love, say:

My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having adorned my
heart with Thy love, my breast with the light of Thy knowl-
edge, and my being with the manifestation of Thy grace and
bounty. I beseech Thee by the Word through which, when
it was raised up in the world, all things spoke and the earth
and heaven were stirred, to make me steadfast among Thy ser-
vants in service to Thy loved ones who have traversed the lands
to propagate Thy Cause and to kindle hearts with the fire of
Thy divine Tree. Then I beseech Thee, O God of existence and
Lord of the seen and unseen, by the Most Great Name through
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which the limbs of the ungodly trembled and the hearts of the
transgressors were disturbed, to ordain for me from the Pen of
Thy Command that which will keep me firm upon Thy path.
Verily Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest. There
is no God but Thee, the Forgiving, the Generous.
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BHO03480

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Glory and the Power!

Praise sanctified above all utterance beseemeth the Purpose
of all creation, Who hath illumined the hearts of the sincere
ones and the believers with the lights of the Luminary of proof
and guided them to the straight path. His is the praise and
the glory, His the loftiness and the exaltation. We beseech
Him to assist His loved ones to stand firm in His Cause and to
act according to what He hath commanded in His perspicuous
Book.

O ‘Ali! Praise be to God that thou didst purpose to visit the
House of God and wert successful. Blessed is the soul that
inhaled from Yathrib and Batha the fragrance of the Lord of
Names. Thou didst arrive, and didst see, and didst hear. Know
thou the value of this station and convey to the friends of that
land greetings and glorification from the Wronged One. During
thy stay thou wert occupied in service - the planted trees make
mention of thee - and the reward of this service is a treasure
for thee with God. Verily, He doth not suffer the reward of the
doers of good to be lost.

The souls in that land who are adorned with the ornament
of steadfastness and who are engaged in service to the Cause
- each one is mentioned in the presence of the Wronged One,
and We beseech God, exalted be His glory, to ordain for those
souls that which hath no like or peer. Verily, He is powerful
over all things.

O ‘Ali! Convey to thy family glorification from the Wronged
One and give them the glad-tidings of the lights of the Lumi-
nary of mercy which have shone forth from the horizon of the
heaven of grace. We beseech God to assist her and aid her in
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His remembrance and praise. Verily, He is the Protector of
believing men and believing women.

Say: My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having enabled
me to acknowledge the sanctification of Thy Being from all
similitudes and the detachment of Thine Essence from all like-
nesses. I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy Throne and the
mysteries of Thy Book to enable me in all circumstances to re-
member Thee and to act according to what Thou hast revealed
in Thy Book. Verily, Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou
willest through Thy word “Be” and it is.
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BHO03691

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful

The preamble of the Book of Divine Knowledge has been
adorned with the unity of God, the Revealer of the Furqgan -
that there is no God but Him. He has ever been sanctified
above the description of His servants and the knowledge of His
creation, and will forever remain as He has been throughout
the eternity of eternities. Blessings and peace be upon the
Most Exalted Pen and the Greatest Intermediary, whom He
established as the station of His manifestation in the realm of
creation, through whom the Sun of Truth shone forth from the
horizon of Hijaz and illumined Yathrib and Batha, through
whom the banner of justice was raised in cities and lands
and the standard of guidance among the servants. And upon
His family through whom the fragrance of the All-Merciful
was diffused throughout contingent being and the dove of
utterance warbled upon the highest branches, through whom
His traces were spread abroad and His sovereignty appeared
and His power was revealed and His laws were promulgated.
Thereafter, your letter arrived and We found from it the
fragrance of love and affection. We have answered you with
this letter, beseeching God the Most High to strengthen you
and assist you and give you to drink from the Kawthar of
utterance through the hands of mercy and bounty. Verily He
is powerful over whatsoever He willeth. May He open before
your face the gate of ease and ordain for you the good of
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the hereafter and of the first life. Verily He is the Lord of
humanity and the Lord of the mighty throne. Say:

My God, my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Prophets and
Thy chosen ones and Thy Books and Thy Scriptures and Thy
Tablets to make me one of those whom Thou hast described in
Thy Book with Thy words “Men whom neither merchandise
nor selling diverteth from the remembrance of God” O my
Lord! Thou seest me clinging to the cord of Thy bounty and
holding fast to the hem of the robe of Thy grace. I beseech
Thee not to disappoint me of that which Thou hast ordained
for the sincere among Thy servants and the near ones among
Thy creation. Verily Thou art powerful over what Thou willest
through Thy word “Be” and it is.
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BHO03957

To: Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani ("Andalib)
Date: 1305 ¢ [1887-1888]

He is God, exalted be His glory in wisdom and utterance!

O ‘Andalib! Upon thee be My glory and loving-kindness. Thy
letter which thou hadst previously sent in the name of Jud,
upon him be My glory, was read by the Most Great Branch in
the Most Luminous Presence, and was observed by the Maid-
ens enshrined within the tabernacles of wisdom and utterance,
who in the chambers of love for the Desired One of the worlds
were adorned with the ornament of names and attributes. The
pearls of praise and thanksgiving which thou didst bring forth
from the shell of sincerity and conceal in the garment of verses
were honored to be both beheld and heard.

3 Praise be to God that from the beginning of days thou hast
been occupied with mention and praise and service to the
Cause. We beseech God to aid thee and withhold not from
thee His assistance and attention, that thou mayest remain oc-
cupied as before throughout the rest of thy days and engage
in the reformation of the world and the refinement of the souls
of the peoples. We made mention of thee before and specifi-
cally sent wondrous Tablets, that thou mightest rejoice and be
among the thankful.
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Convey greetings from this Wronged One to the loved ones
of that land and region, and cause all to be enkindled with
the warmth of divine love and illumined by the lights of the
Luminary of His utterance. Verily, He is with thee, He heareth
and seeth, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.

Say: O people of God! Beware lest anything prevent you, or
any matter grieve you, or the waters of rejection extinguish
you, or the might of those who have been heedless of God, the
Lord of all worlds, frighten you. We counsel you to be patient
and forbearing, and to manifest such steadfastness as cannot
be equaled by the deeds of any doer. Verily your Lord, the
All-Merciful, is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

The glory shining forth from the horizon of the heaven of My
mercy be upon thee and upon those who are with thee and hear-
ken unto thy words concerning this Most Great Announcement
and this mighty Command.
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BHO03937

To: Mir Muhammad Khan
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the One Who has dominion over all who are on earth
and in heaven

O friends of the All-Merciful in all lands! The Wronged One
remembers you from His Most Great Prison and reminds you
through His verses which draw you near to God, the Lord of
all worlds. The Pen proclaims: “The Kingdom belongs to God,
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.” The Tablet proclaims:
“The Promise has come to pass and the Intended One has ap-
peared with wondrous sovereignty.” The Light proclaims: “O
people of the earth! Fear God and follow not the promptings
of the transgressors. Set aside what the people possess and
take what is with God, your Lord and the Lord of your fore-
fathers.” Aid Me through deeds and virtuous character, then
gather beneath the banner of righteousness by command of
the One Who orders, the Almighty, the Powerful, the Ancient.
Upon it has been inscribed by My Most Glorious Pen: “Vic-
tory and triumph belong to God, the Mighty, the Wise.” Thus
has the Tongue of Grandeur spoken out of love for you and to
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assist you in that which you were commanded in My Perspicu-
ous Book. When thou hast drunk the choice wine of revelation
from the cup of My bounty and been seized by the intoxication
of the Kawthar of My utterance, say:

“My God, my God! I beseech Thee by the signs of Thy King-
dom and the mysteries of Thy Dominion, and by that which
the Tongue of Thy Grandeur has spoken forth and appeared
through Thy command and sovereignty, to ordain for me that
which shall be a light unto my heart, a radiance unto my sight
and a strength unto my limbs. O my Lord! I am Thy servant
and the son of Thy servant. I have turned with my heart to
Thy most exalted horizon and desire from the wonders of Thy
bounty that which shall make me content with Thy command,
beholding Thy horizon and detached from all else besides Thee.
Thou art He Whom the doubts of the people have not with-
held, nor their allusions, nor their might and power from Thy
will and purpose. Through Thee the banner ‘He doeth what
He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth’ was raised. Verily
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Thou art the Single One, the Unique, the All-Powerful, the
Almighty.”
BH03629
Date: 1305 ¢ [1887-1888]
In the Name of Him Who is the Desire of the world. OLlle »5a2e ply

> This is a letter from the Wronged One unto one who hath
been wronged—who hath drunk from the cup of affliction and
tasted the bitterness of tribulations. There hath befallen thee
that which hath befallen Us; grieve thou not. The grace of God
hath encompassed thee and hath delivered thee. God—exalted
be His glory—is witness and testimony that at every moment
thou hast been, and still art, beneath His watchful gaze. None
knoweth the end of affairs save God alone; therefore shouldst
thou not be troubled by the events that arise. If thou attain
unto the sweetness of the utterance of the All-Merciful and
become aware of His loving-kindness, thou shalt behold thyself
seated upon the throne of assurance and joy. God hath, verily,
changed thy disquiet into tranquillity—and this through His
might. He is, indeed, with thee in all conditions. Say:

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

S8 s e pillan ) stk o)
Sy e ol 0850 SWEIRTS oK
Sl il Oy A2 o)1y be s ad) 5, Al
Dl Jor G iz Sl 5t bl |5 3>
osjbuﬁ,;@»:‘g)sgo\;).\au
130 & 08T &Y ol g0l EBle ) s
ol Qj&jf\ LS:L)‘:&Q @l Ol ygel yo e
PURT R KT ile s gl o
A day B (S ealie - p 5 Olieb)
055 &) Al T3 5 oleab Yl Sl kel

I K G S

161



ot

Vol. 87: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part IV

BH03781

Dispel my grief by Thy bounty and Thy generosity, O God,
my God, and banish mine anguish through Thy sovereignty
and Thy might. Thou seest me, O my God, with my face set
towards Thee at a time when sorrows have compassed me on
every side. I implore Thee, O Thou Who art the Lord of all
being, and overshadowest all things visible and invisible, by
Thy Name whereby Thou hast subdued the hearts and the
souls of men, and by the billows of the Ocean of Thy mercy
and the splendors of the Day-Star of Thy bounty, to number
me with them whom nothing whatsoever hath deterred from
setting their faces toward Thee, O Thou Lord of all names and
Maker of the heavens!

Thou beholdest, O my Lord, the things which have befallen me
in Thy days. I entreat Thee, by Him who is the Day-Spring
of Thy names and the Dawning-Place of Thine attributes, to
ordain for me what will enable me to arise to serve Thee and
to extol Thy virtues. Thou art, verily, the Almighty, the Most
Powerful, Who art wont to answer the prayers of all men!

And, finally, I beg of Thee by the light of Thy countenance
to bless my affairs, and redeem my debts, and satisfy my
needs. Thou art He to Whose power and to Whose dominion
every tongue hath testified, and Whose majesty and Whose
sovereignty every understanding heart hath acknowledged. No
God is there but Thee, Who hearest and art ready to answer.
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He is God, the Lord of all worlds Al oy ) g

Praise be to God Who hath sent down His verses and mani-
fested His evidences and sent forth the Messengers and revealed
the Books for the guidance of His creation and the demonstra-
tion of His oneness amongst His servants, that every person
of understanding and wisdom might bear witness to His unity
and singleness, and that He is the First and the Last, the Man-
ifest and the Hidden. And blessings and peace be upon the
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Lord of the world and Master of nations, through whose light
the horizons were illumined and by whose might the limbs of
the hypocrites trembled, and through whom every idolater ac-
knowledged the oneness of God and His greatness, and every
hypocrite His power and dominion, and through whom the
pavilion of glory was raised in the world and the fragrance of
wisdom and utterance was diffused among the nations. And
upon His family and loved ones, through whom God’s laws and
commandments were made manifest among His servants, and
through whom the clouds rained down and the decree of the
Book was established.

And now, thy letter hath come before the Wronged One, whose
tongue, both outward and inward, and whose members and
limbs bear witness to the unity of God, exalted be His glory.
We have read it and answer thee with this epistle, and We
beseech God to assist thee and the people of unity in that which
He loveth and is pleased with, to draw you nigh unto Him, and
to ordain for you that which shall profit you in all His worlds,
and to aid you in His remembrance and praise. Verily He is
powerful over all things and worthy to answer. We counsel thee
to act according to what the All-Merciful hath revealed in the
Qur’an. Take hold of the Book of God with the power that
is from Him and the might that is from His presence. Verily
He will draw thee nigh and aid thee and send down upon thee
from the heaven of bounty that which will gladden thy heart
and solace thine eyes and expand thy breast. Verily He is the
Forgiving, the Merciful, and He is the Generous, the Bountiful.
There is no God but He, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is established upon the throne of utterance

O My loved ones! Hear ye My call and then aid Me through wis-
dom and utterance. This is what hath been commanded unto
you in the Tablets of your Lord, the Mighty, the All-Praised.
Today there hath appeared from the shell of the ocean of utter-
ance of your Lord, the All-Merciful, the pearl of divine knowl-
edge, and it is this: O people of Baha! Know ye the station
of these days and then assist Him with the hosts of deeds and
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character. This is what ye were commanded aforetime and in
this perspicuous Tablet.

We have sent down the verses and manifested the clear proofs,
yet the people are in grievous doubt. Thy name was men-
tioned before the Wronged One. He remembereth thee with
that which the remembrances of the world cannot equal. To
this beareth witness the Lord of Eternity Who calleth out be-
fore the faces of the world: “The Kingdom belongeth unto God,
the Lord of all worlds!”

Say: O peoples of the earth! Fear ye God and follow not the
desires of those who have denied the Day of Judgment. By
God! The Most Great Path hath appeared and the Great An-
nouncement calleth and summoneth all unto the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed.

5 When thou art warmed by the heat of My utterance and at-
tracted by the cooing of the Dove of My Paradise, say: “My
God, my God! T testify that Thy proof hath encompassed all
things, and Thy evidence and Thy testimony have appeared,
and the ocean of Thy knowledge hath surged, and the sun of
Thy wisdom hath shone forth. I beseech Thee by the hidden
mysteries in Thy Books to assist this servant of Thine to be
steadfast in Thy love in such wise that neither the clamor of
Thy servants nor the whisperings of the divines of Thy land
shall prevent him. O my Lord! Ordain for me through Thy
bounty that which shall remind me of Thee in all conditions
and draw me near unto Thee, O my Exalted Lord. Then ac-
cept from me, O my God, what I have wrought in Thy path
and accept me unto Thy horizon. Then strengthen me, O my
God, to take hold of Thy Book with a power that the might
of the mighty cannot weaken nor the ascendancy of the rulers
enfeeble. Verily Thou art the Powerful, the Strong, the Tri-
umphant, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. There is none other
God but Thee, the Mighty, the Generous.”

JHT S#061x

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

s GV 5 JLEYI 552 oy il (LY
ol [ s 3] g3 p 4 fpl b

G psll 5 Sl g 5 [l Wyl 8]
J)’spxmus.q&«\,».\;ﬁww
ol Se S ey L1 B3I ol Y s
oy A S 9&\ ) (nl.»\ [ols] )

AR

Tl Ionde o 11,30 2, YIS L s
3 keI ) g 8 b ol e 1,3
154 1 [pa] 5 ol il T

Sodesr) Ul )l Sodsl 13 K s
NV d“ d“ Jo s [“‘LGL?'] Cib’fd
Sl 5 S b 5 bl Sz O
&mﬂ G s Sk 2 [Pb]
Ay ol S G upl LWL Sl
ft Ko o Wl o s She
e Sl ¥ 5 Sols [ole)] anE ¥
,df"\’ L [&M] &);’5 < ufa'@)‘
[&\],&WQWL,%\Q@M
Yo KK Al AL Gl 8 Sl
SN2 Y 5 LY 55 [inin]
AY KLl W [ ol )

ﬂ,()\ RGN

INBA51:569, BLIB_ Or15713.159,
ADMI1#057 p.105x, ADM2#003 p.013,
LHKM3.153

164


https://joshuahalltranslations.com/jalal/2017/10/Supplications-by-Bahaullah-1.pdf#page=28
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v051/?page=572
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/557.pdf#page=105
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/558.pdf#page=13
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/b/LH3/lh3-151.html

-~

Vol. 87: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part IV

BH04065

BHO04065

To: Baha’is of Mosul et al.
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Glory and the Power!

A letter from the Wronged One to those who have acknowl-
edged the unity and oneness of God and have recognized what
He hath revealed in His perspicuous Book.

O My loved ones in Hadba! Hearken unto the call of the
Wronged One. He remembereth you and commandeth you to
practice righteousness and piety and that which ye have been
bidden in the Book of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Give
thanks unto your Lord, the All-Merciful, for He hath aided you
to recognize Him and made you to be numbered among those
who believe in His unity. We beseech God, exalted be He, to
protect the people of unity from the evil of every misbeliever
and from the harm of every heedless and remote one.

Blessed is he who hath fulfilled God’s covenant and His testa-
ment and hath acted with righteousness. We testify that he is
among the well-doers. We beseech God to enable him to do
that which He loveth and is pleased with, and to ordain for
him the good of the world to come and of this world. Verily,
He is the Powerful, the Almighty.

Hearken with attentive ear unto the call of the
Wronged One in this prison. Verily, He guideth thee unto
God, the Lord of the worlds. He who loved Me mentioned
thee, therefore We have remembered thee. We beseech God
to ordain for thee that which will draw thee nigh unto Him.
Verily, He is the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

O servant!

; Convey My greetings to the friends in that land. We beseech

God, glorified be His majesty, to grant all the ability to be
obedient and to worship Him. God is witness and aware that
the gaze of this Wronged One hath ever been directed toward
that region. They have not been and will not be forgotten.
We make mention of the leaves of that land and convey Our
greetings, and We beseech for each one that which will draw
them nigh.

Peace be upon thee and upon thy mother. Give her the glad-
tidings of the remembrance of the Wronged One and remind
her of that which will draw her nigh unto God. Verily, He is
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the Most Merciful of the merciful. There is no God but Him,
the Protector, the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

BHO04112

To: Salman
Date: 1305 7 [1887-1888]

In the Name of Him Who overshadoweth all Names!

O Salman! Upon thee be the Glory of the All-Merciful!
Though outwardly thy power and station are not apparent
among the servants, as thy outward means have not been
and are not in accordance with diverse temperaments, yet
the grace of God, exalted be His glory, and His all-pervading
power have caused thee to spread His verses. Were the ser-
vants to ponder on this matter, they would become somewhat
aware of this most exalted station and likewise of the power
of God, exalted be His glory. Praise the Intended One of the
world, Who hath made manifest an ocean from a drop, and
through a mere atom of the light of His Sun of bounty hath
brought the world of being into existence, and His grace hath
bestowed power and conferred strength. If thou were to praise
God to the number of pebbles and date-stones, and continue
in remembrance unto all eternity, verily it would be as naught
compared to a single drop from the ocean of His favor. His
is the praise in all conditions. Verily He is the Self-Sufficient,
the Most Exalted.

Thy letter was received. The Most Great Branch presented
it repeatedly, and the response hath been sent down from
the heaven of the Divine Will, that thy heart and the hearts
of those who have believed in God, the Powerful, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise, may rejoice thereby. In all conditions,
utter these most exalted words: “No vision can grasp Thee,
but Thou graspest all vision, and Thou art the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed. No mind can grasp Thee, but Thou graspest
all minds, and Thou art the Mighty, the Great.”

Be thou joyous in all conditions. The grace of God hath been
and is with thee. We beseech God to open before thy face the
gates of grace and blessing. Verily He is the All-Bountiful, the
Generous, the Forgiving, the Merciful. The Glory from Us be
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upon thee and upon those who have held fast to the cord of
the Cause and were among the steadfast ones.
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BHO04203

To: Unknown, in Beirut
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful

At this time you were mentioned in the Most Holy and Most
Exalted Presence, and now, due to lack of time, we will be
brief in mentioning what befits the realm of love. Yesterday,
one hour after sunset, He proceeded to the city, and now that
two hours and twenty minutes have passed, as commanded, I
am enabled to write these few words. The honored and beloved
Haji Siyyid Javad, upon him be the glory of God, is departing.
I must meet with him and present a letter, as well as attend to
other matters requiring attention. Blessed are you and those
who have attained.

The word which is the purpose of the soul has been and contin-
ues to be the mention of the honored and revered Master, upon
him be all splendor and glory. Praise be to God, he has been
and continues to be remembered in the court. Likewise men-
tioned were the Brilliant Star, upon him be God’s peace and
loving-kindness, and the beloved of the heart Haji Muhammad-
Rida, and the beloved of the spirit Muhammad-Mustafa and
Muhammad-Mihdi and the other friends. God is witness and
testifies that this servant has ever desired for them that which
befits the bestowal, mercy and grace of God, exalted be His
glory. The petition from the son of Mulla Ghulam-Rida, upon
them both be glory, was received. God willing, a reply will be
sent. Praise, peace, remembrance and glory be upon you and
upon God’s sincere servants. And praise be to God, the Lord
of the worlds.
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To: Fatimih
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

In the Name of the Desire of the world!

O My Leaf! Upon thee be My Glory! Thy mention hath
been made in the presence of this Wronged One, and these
verses have been sent down from the heaven of the Will of
the Lord, the Self-Subsisting, that the fragrance of the All-
Merciful’s utterance may attract thee and draw thee to the
horizon of wisdom.

The world was brought from nothingness into being for the
knowledge of God. Blessed is the heart that hath turned to
the Most Glorious Horizon, and the face that hath, in the Days
of God, turned toward the light of His Countenance. Praise
thou the Goal of all the worlds, that thou hast drunk from the
hands of bounty the Kawthar of immortality. This Kawthar
is, in its primary station and first rank, the knowledge of God,
exalted be His glory, which hath been recorded by the Pen of
the Divine Will in the Sacred Books and Tablets.

We beseech God to cause the handmaidens of that land to
attain unto this supreme bounty, and to deny none of them
the fruits of the Divine Tree and the lights of the Luminary
of the horizon of inner meanings. In all conditions God hath
been with thee. Verily, He is with His devoted servants and
handmaidens. He heareth and seeth, and He is the All-Hearing,
the All-Seeing.

5 Say: My God, my God! I beseech Thee by the leaves and
fruits of the Tree of Thy Cause, and by the Word through
which the earth and all created things therein were illumined,
to ordain for me that which shall be a light before my face
and a companion to me in all the worlds of Thy worlds. O my
Lord! Thou knowest what is in my heart and what I desire of
the wonders of Thy grace. I beseech Thee to make me content
with what Thou hast ordained for me through Thy Will and
Purpose. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the Supreme, the
Glorious, the All-Bountiful. There is no God but Thee, the
Self-Sufficient, the Most Exalted.
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To: Haji Mulla Mahmud
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the One that overshadoweth all names

O Mahmud! The Wronged One makes mention of thee from
His praiseworthy station, that He may draw thee nigh unto
God, the Mighty, the Loving. He hath sent down for thee
that which hath diffused the fragrances of revelation through-
out the world. Verily thy Lord is the Forgiving, the Merciful.
He makes mention of him who maketh mention of Him, and
aideth whomsoever He willeth, and ordaineth for him whatso-
ever He desireth from His bountiful grace. Hearken unto the
Call from the precincts of Akka, from the Divine Lote-Tree:
Verily there is none other God but Him, the Single, the All-
Informed. We have sent down for thee before, and at this time,
that from which the sincere ones perceive the fragrance of the
loving providence of thy Lord, the Compassionate, the Bounti-
ful. When thou hast attained unto My Tablet and beheld the
stars of the heaven of My utterance, say:

My God, my God! Unto Thee be praise and glory, and unto
Thee be thanksgiving and splendor, for having manifested the
Dawning-Place of Thy verses and the Dayspring of Thy clear
tokens and the Manifestation of Thy Self and the Source of
Thy knowledge and the Ocean of Thy generosity and bounty.
O my Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy Name through which the
idols wailed and the horizons were illumined and the hearts
of such servants as cast away the world, turning unto Thee,
O Lord of eternity Who hath appeared with the Most Great
Name, to ordain for me from the Pen of Thy will that which
shall profit me in all the worlds of Thy worlds. O my Lord! I
am Thy servant and the son of Thy servant. I desire from the
wonders of Thy bounty that which shall make me steadfast in
Thy Cause and detached from all else but Thee. Then write
down for Thy loved ones that which shall aid them to recognize
Thy mighty announcement and Thy ancient mystery and Thy
firm and mighty Command. Verily Thou art powerful over
whatsoever Thou willest, and in Thy grasp are the reins of all
things. There is none other God but Thee, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.
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BHO04812

To: Asadu’llah, in Sh
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the One Who appeared on Sinai

A Book sent down by the Lord of the Manifestation to him
whose letter came before the Wronged One when He was in the
Most Great Prison through what the hands of the oppressors
had wrought. O Asadu’llah! Hear the call from the illumined
Holy Land, from the right side of the Crimson Spot - verily
there is no God but Him, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
He has appeared and manifested what He willed as a grace from
His presence, and He is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.
He came with the hosts of inspiration, but the manifestations
of vain imaginings turned away from Him - verily they are in
manifest loss. Thy letter came before Our face and We found
from it the fragrance of thy love for God, the Lord of all worlds.
We read it and make mention of thee with that which will not
be altered by centuries and ages. The Book of God in this
exalted and glorious station bears witness to this. Say:

Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of the world, for having guided
me and made me recognize Thy Most Exalted Horizon, and
adorned me with the traces of Thy Most Glorious Pen, and
caused me to hear Thy most sweet call when it was raised be-
tween earth and heaven. I beseech Thee by the Sovereign of
Names and the Lord of the Throne on high and of the dust
below, to make me detached from all else save Thee, cling-
ing to Thy Most Strong Cord. O my Lord! Aid me to be
steadfast in Thy love such that neither the clamor of the trans-
gressors nor the croaking of the heedless ones who have broken
Thy Covenant and Thy Testament and committed that which
caused the dwellers of the pavilion of Thy grandeur and the
tabernacle of Thy glory to lament, shall prevent me. Then or-
dain for me that which will draw me near unto Thee in all con-
ditions. Verily Thou art the Self-Sufficient, the Most Exalted.
There is no God but Thee, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.
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To: Hasan Khurasani
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful

Praise that is sanctified above comprehension and minds be-
fitteth the Lord of the worlds Who, through the Most Great
Name, hath cast down the banner of associating partners with
God and raised high the standard of divine unity in the most
exalted station, and through the appearance of His Beloved
One hath adorned the world with a new adorning. Upon Him
be His peace and blessings and mercy, and upon His family
and companions through whom the light of faith shone forth
and illumined the horizons.

Jinab-i-Ism-i-Jud, upon him be the peace of God, was present
and mentioned thy letter before the Wronged One. We beseech
God to strengthen thee and assist thee and ordain for thee that
which shall endure as long as His names endure. In that letter
mention was made of teaching them. In this matter wisdom
is required. Drink thou the sealed wine in the name of the
Self-Subsisting in the innermost mystery. Well is it with thee
and pleasant it is to thee. In all circumstances We counsel
you to wisdom. “Concealment is better than revelation.” The
people were not and are not worthy. Not every soul was or is
worthy of this most pure Kawthar. The days of attainment to
Our presence are remembered and remembered art thou. We
beseech God that He may assist thee to hold fast unto the
wisdom that hath been sent down. Convey Our greetings to

the kindred and illumine them with the light of remembrance.

Verily He is with you wherever ye may be. Verily He is the
protector of those who do good.
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To: Aga Mulla Abdul-Ghani et al.
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

In My Name, the All-Knowing, the All-Bountiful!

> This is a Book sent down through grace from God, the Most
High, to him who is named Abdul-Ghani, that the verses of his
Lord might draw him to a station wherein all things proclaim:
“The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the Lord of the Day of
Judgment!”

We have sent down the verses and made manifest the clear
tokens. Blessed is he who hath heard and seen, and woe unto
the heedless! Say: O people of the earth! Give thanks unto
God, for verily He hath fulfilled His promise, revealed His path,
and made evident His proof, that He might draw them nigh
unto Him on this Day whereon the Herald calleth out from a
near place: “O people of the earth! The gate of heaven hath
been opened, and the Promised One hath come with such clear
evidence as the eye of creation hath never witnessed!” The
Tongue of Grandeur beareth witness to this from His glorious
and exalted station....
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To: Ibrahim et al.
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the Speaker in the Kingdom of Utterance!

O My handmaiden, O My leaf! Hearken unto My call from the
direction of My prison...

Reflect upon the power of the All-Powerful Lord. We created
the Badi’” with one word and sent him forth like a ball of fire
for the propagation of God’s Cause. They accepted him not
and martyred him. We sent another sacrifice who accepted
not preservation and offered up the crown of life at the feet of
the Beloved of the worlds. And likewise We sent yet another
sacrifice whose head was adorned with the crown of detachment

and whose temple was embellished with the robe of resignation.
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With perfect assurance and complete detachment he proceeded
to the place of sacrifice and freely offered up his life before the
Desired One of all creation. We sent another sacrifice who,
while speaking the Most Great Name and uttering this blessed
word, declared: “We have found that for which we longed!”
With this word he gave up his life and received eternal bounty
and everlasting life.

1 The mention of the sacrifices is greater than can be contained
on a single page. Were you to count God’s martyrs, you could
not reckon them. In every city there appeared that which
had not appeared from the beginning of creation. The traces
of God’s sacrifices are evident in every land and manifest in
every region. Nevertheless, the people of the world have not
become aware. The former people offered one sacrifice, and
they mention him from their pulpits and consider him the cause
of the guidance of mankind, yet these sacrifices who gave up
their lives with the utmost joy and fragrance are not and were
not mentioned. Such is the state of the unjust people.

5 Reflect upon that which hath appeared and say: “Praise be
unto Thee, O Thou Who hast taught me and guided me to
Thy straight and manifest path.”...
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BHO04722

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the One Who gazeth from His most exalted horizon

> This is a remembrance from Us unto the earth, that the remem-
brance may draw them nigh unto Him Who is remembered,
and give them the glad-tidings of God’s loving-kindness, the
Lord of all worlds. He hath sent the Messengers and revealed
the Books as a grace from His presence, and He is the All-
Bountiful, the All-Generous. Among the people are those who
have hearkened to the Call and turned toward the Most Ex-
alted Horizon, and among them are those who have turned
away - these are assuredly among the most lost in the Book
of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. When thou dost inhale
the sweet fragrances of the verses and art seized by the rapture
of the Call of thy Lord, the Manifestor of clear tokens, say:
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My God, my God! I testify to Thy oneness and Thy singleness,
and I acknowledge that which the tongue of Thy grandeur hath
spoken before the creation of the heavens and the earth. Thou
art God, there is none other God but Thee, the Single, the
One, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. O my Lord! I am
Thy servant and the son of Thy servant. I have turned toward
the ocean of Thy loving-kindness and the heaven of Thy grace.

I beseech Thee by the revelations of the Sun of Thy Manifesta-
tion and the lights of Thy Kingdom and Thy Dominion, and by
the mercy that hath preceded Thy servants and Thy creation,
and by the sweet fragrances of Thy Revelation and the manifes-
tations of Thy power, that Thou aid me in Thy remembrance
and Thy praise. O my Lord! Thou seest the weak one cling-
ing to the cord of Thy strength and might, and the weary one
seeking the kingdom of Thy utterance. I beseech Thee by the
rustling of the Divine Lote-Tree and the whisper of Thy Most
Exalted Pen to aid me to serve Thy Cause among Thy servants
and to act according to what Thou hast revealed in Thy Book.
There is none other God but Thee, the One Who hath power
over whatsoever He willeth through His sovereignty and Who
ruleth over whatsoever He desireth through His Will. Thou
art, verily, the Protector, the Mighty, the Unconstrained.
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Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

O thou who art watched over by the Glory of God and His
mercy and His loving-kindness! Thou hast ever been and art
remembered in the presence of the Wronged One. At this time
the Greater Branch proceeded from Bahji to ‘Akka and when
he attained Our presence he made mention of thy letter. We
make mention of thee through verses from which every per-
son of understanding will discover the fragrance of My loving-
kindness and My mercy and My grace which have encompassed
those who are in the heavens and on earth. Grieve not over
anything. God will soon unveil to thee and make manifest
unto thee the path of His loving-kindness leading to relief and
blessing. Verily He is the Most Merciful of the merciful ones
and the Goal of them that know. The letter of the servant
who is present was also noted. An answer is being sent. We
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beseech God to assist thee in all conditions and through thee
to help His Cause triumph and exalt His mention. Verily He
is powerful over all things. Make mention of the loved ones
on behalf of the Wronged One and counsel them to trustwor-
thiness and godliness and steadfastness and whatsoever will
elevate the station of man.

2 At this time We make mention of him who is named Asadu’llah

that he may rejoice and be of them that are thankful. Some
time ago there was revealed especially for you and him in
the letter of Diya that which diffused the fragrance of loving-
kindness and mercy. And We make mention of him who is
named Habib and We beseech God to adorn him with the or-
nament of loving-kindness and favors and to assist him to be
steadfast in His Cause and to ordain for him the good of the
last world and the first. Verily He is powerful over all things.
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BHO04986

To: Abd Qabl-i-Husayn, in Qazvin
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Hearing, the Compassionate, the
Bountiful.

We have desired to make mention of My servant Husayn, who
attained unto My remembrance in the early days when We
were established upon the throne of revelation in Baghdad. He
recognized My verses, was honored to attain My presence, sub-
mitted to the manifestations of My grandeur, and was humbled
at the raising of My call, and responded when My tongue spoke
forth. We beseech God to assist him and strengthen him to pre-
serve that which was revealed unto him from His swift-moving,
ever-active Pen.

A letter has come before the Wronged One wherein thy name
was mentioned. We make mention of thee in this wondrous
Tablet that thou mayest be gladdened by that which hath been
sent down unto thee from an ancient Revealer.

When thou dost inhale the fragrance of My loving-kindness
and behold the pearls of the ocean of My utterance, say: My
God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having shown me and
caused me to witness and hear Thy horizon and Thy call. I
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beseech Thee by the Dawning-Place of Thy verses and the
Manifestation of Thy clear tokens and the Dayspring of Thy
commandments and ordinances - He in Whose right hand is the
standard of “He doeth whatsoever He willeth” and in Whose
other hand are the reins of all things - to make me one of those
who have aided Thy Cause through wisdom and utterance and
whom the hosts of creation have not deterred. Thou art verily
the Almighty, the Glorious, the Bestower.

O Lord! Send down from the heaven of Thy bounty the rains
of Thy mercy upon Thy loved ones who have not broken Thy
Covenant and Testament and who have arisen to serve Thy
Cause amidst Thy servants. Thou art verily the Almighty, the
Powerful, and worthy to answer prayer.
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BHO05202

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)
Date: 1305 ¢ [1887-1888]

He is God, exalted is He in wisdom and utterance

O Amin, upon thee be My glory! A letter which thou didst
send in the name of Allah-Mihdi was forwarded to the Most
Holy Court, and mention was made therein of Mulla Qasim,
upon him be My glory. Convey greetings on behalf of the
Wronged One and say: O Abu’l-Qasim! We beseech God that
He may assist thee to champion His Cause, that thou mayest
be enabled to speak forth His remembrance, be enkindled with
His love, arise to serve Him, and find joy through His Name.
Say: Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having guided me and
made me know Thee and given me to drink from the Kawthar
of Thy knowledge on a day when most of Thy creatures were
debarred therefrom. I beseech Thee by the Sovereign of Names
and by the rustling of Thy Most Exalted Pen to make me
steadfast in Thy Cause and firm in Thy love. Verily Thou art
the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

As for his desire regarding the drinking of tea, this hath been
accepted. Give him the glad-tidings of this wondrous favor.
Thy detailed letter also reached this servant in these days. An
answer will be sent, God willing. Thou hast ever been and con-
tinuest to be remembered. Convey greetings from the Wronged
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One to the loved ones. We beseech God that He may assist
all to perform deeds befitting of this Day. We send greetings
to Muhammad and Aga Husayn that they may rejoice in the
favors of the Wronged One and be among the thankful ones.
Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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BHO05185

To: Muhammad Javad Qazvini
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the One speaking from His Most Glorious Horizon!

O Ism-i-Jud! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness.
The letter of his honor the Afnan Mahmud - upon him be the
glory of God, the Loving Sovereign - which he wrote to thee
was presented before the Throne and was honored to be heard.
Blessed is he and well is it with him! Praise be to God, they
have rent asunder the veils of idle fancies through the Name
of the Self-Subsisting, and have become aware of that which
is the cause and origin of existence. We beseech God that
He may aid him in all conditions to do that which will cause
his mention to endure throughout the kingdom of earth and
heaven, and that He may assist him.

By the life of God! A pure deed endureth and lasteth, and re-
maineth and speaketh throughout centuries and ages. Blessed
is the station of the doer and the one who maketh mention!
Blessed are they who know and blessed are they who have at-
tained! That which he sent hath been honored with acceptance.
We beseech God, exalted be He, to adorn it with the ornament
of wisdom and utterance, and to manifest unto him that which
hath been ordained for him through His firm and mighty com-
mand. The glory from Us be upon him and upon those who
love him for the sake of God, the Lord of the Day of Judgment.
The divine bounty and loving-kindness concerning the Afnan
hath been and is beyond reckoning, especially for those souls
who attained His presence and drank from the cup of reunion,
or those for whom mention of presence before the One Who
conversed on Sinai flowed from the Most Exalted Pen and was
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recorded. Verily He is the Compassionate, the Generous; He
is the All-Bountiful, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

BHO05184

To: Mirza Asadullah
Date: 1305 7 [1887-1888]

He is God, exalted is He

O Asad, upon thee be My glory! Convey to his honor the
One Named Sad, upon him be My glory and loving-kindness,
greetings from the Wronged One, and write: Praise be to God,
thou hast drunk of the choice-sealed wine and held fast to the
Name of the Self-Subsisting. Thou hast attained unto that
which was recorded in God’s Book and inscribed by the Most
Exalted Pen. God hath been and ever shall be thy Helper.
When thou arrivest in the land of Sad, be not sorrowful, but
enter with complete trust and supreme resignation, and behold
the servants as non-existent.

3 With the tongue of the seen and unseen, speak these words:

“Naught shall befall us save what God hath decreed for us.”
The power of God, exalted be His glory, and His loving-
kindness have been and ever shall be with thee. Strengthen
thy heart through the remembrance of God and make firm
thy feet, but outwardly, let not wisdom slip from thy grasp -
keep it ever in sight, placing thy trust in God, thy Lord and
the Lord of thy forebears. Fear not the clamor of the ignorant
ones, that is, the divines - thou art protected by His Name,
the Preserver. Say: “O Protector! O All-Seeing! Protect me
by Thy safeguarding power and aid me through Thy might
and power. Verily Thou art the Almighty, the Powerful, and
worthy to answer prayer.”

Convey My greetings to thy household and give them the glad-
tidings of God’s special favors. Verily, He is with you wherever
you may be. The glory of God, His mercy and His blessings
be upon you.
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To: Siyyid Mustafa Rumi

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is mentioned in the heart of Baha. S 5, Sl s

A book speaking in truth and testifying to that whereunto
God hath testified: that there is none other God but Him, the
Almighty, the Self-Subsisting. He guideth the servants unto
the Most Great Path and draweth them nigh unto His praise-
worthy station, and beareth witness to that which God bore
witness before the creation of existence: that He is the Truth,
the Knower of the unseen. Nothing whatsoever escapeth His
knowledge. He doeth what He willeth through His word “Be”
and it is. Blessed is he who acteth according to that which
is commanded in the Book, and woe unto every heedless and
veiled one.

Say: Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having made known
unto me the Manifestation of Thy most excellent names and
Thy most exalted attributes. I beseech Thee by the waves
of the ocean of Thy utterance and by the lights of the Orb
of Thy proof to make me in all conditions turn toward Thee,
speak Thy praise and seek refuge in Thy presence.

O Lord! Thou seest the ignorant one seeking the ocean of Thy
knowledge and the heaven of Thy wisdom. I beseech Thee by
the wisdom which Thou hast made the shelter of them that are
nigh unto Thee and sincere before Thee, and a stronghold for
them that have turned unto Thee and have attained, to assist
me under all conditions to do what Thou lovest and approvest.

O Lord! T beseech Thee by them who have soared on the wings
of detachment in the atmosphere of Thy nearness and have
sacrificed their souls and all they possessed in Thy path, to
ordain for me through Thy bounty and grace that which Thou
hast ordained for them. Thou art He Whose grace the veils of
the world and the clamor of the nations cannot withhold. Thou
doest what Thou willest and ordainest what Thou pleasest.
Verily Thou art the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

VALY &l ) i ad y Gl ol OF
Ll Q) sl s &) psdl el 5o
L s 5 ssast] aslie Ul m;ai“y;w
Ve G 4l sl B U5 A 4
b oy st op e 2 m Y ol
Al JE Lol G b 058 5 A5k el

o Bl K J s SRIG .

Sl ghin smze o ALk I s
2 el S Wl Sl 5 gt
fd&-“-d\» Sl 5k 5 S
T2, ol Wbl oSO e i)
ey Sl 2 aa Jold) o5 o @)
Gl L F1 AL Sl SR
oWl i L~4> 3 Cedl) uvﬁ«U
s 2 L de Y G das ol
-4

V) e b 1) oyl Sl ) ol
Lo s bl 5 o) 5281 5 S5 s 3
o ol 4 S0k S § o
S w2 ¥ gl ol Ko7 Sapt
,Mu‘yﬁrfwguﬂy,guw\tg
fguﬁwa\&f\,\j;ug;

BLIB_ Or15712.121

179



Vol. 87: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part IV

BH05025

BHO05025

To: Yusuf
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the Most
Powerful

Praise that is sanctified above the comprehension of all created
things and the understanding of all beings befits and is worthy
of the Lord of names and attributes, Who, to the dismay of
the ungodly, has raised aloft the banner of divine unity upon
the highest standards and planted the ensign of “Verily He is
God” upon the most elevated station. Glorified and exalted is
He! He does what He wishes and ordains what He desires. No
hosts can prevent His will and purpose, and He is the Almighty,
the Powerful.

Praise be to God that despite the might of the ungodly and the
power of the aggressors, the light of unity is shining forth. We
bear witness that there is no God but Him, acknowledging that
which the tongue of His power has uttered before the creation
of His earth and heaven.

We beseech God to protect in all conditions the people of unity
in the cities and regions from the oppression of the ungodly and
deniers, and to purify the cities of hearts from the doubts of
the people of the world. He is powerful and mighty.

5 We have heard your mention and have made mention of you,
in accordance with His exalted Word: “When you are greeted
with a greeting, greet with a better greeting.” We counsel you
and the friends to patience and forbearance, and to such deeds

and character as will cause the exaltation of the station of man.

And in all conditions we beseech confirmation and success for

the loved ones. Verily He is the Hearer, the Answerer of prayer.

Praise be to God, the Watchful, the Near.
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To: daughter of Jinab-i-Haji Javad, in Kaf

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

In the Name of God, the All-Knowing! Gls aiglas rLg

All praise, sanctified beyond mention and limitations, befits
and is worthy of the Lord of existence and the Sovereign of
the unseen and the seen, Who through a single Word made
manifest the Straight Path and the Balance, the Hour and
the Resurrection, the Reckoning and Paradise and the Fire.
Whosoever turned towards it and attained unto hearing it, such
a soul is recorded with God among the companions of the most
exalted Paradise and is inscribed by the Supreme Pen. And
whosoever turned away, such a soul is recorded with the Chosen
One as being among the people of the Fire.

O My leaf! Upon thee be My glory! Remember thy Lord and
glorify His Name, the Mighty, the Wondrous. Be thou occupied
with His remembrance at all times, and hold fast unto His cord.
Though outwardly thou art distant from the Kingdom of Glory
through the tyranny of the oppressors and the hatred of the
antagonists, yet inwardly thou art seated and established in
the most exalted station upon the throne of glory.

Ere long shall the glory of kings and subjects, princes and di-
vines all return to nothingness, and the blessed word “Glory
belongeth unto God and unto His loved ones” shall become
Give thanks unto thy Lord for this
most great favor which hath encompassed those who are in
the heavens and the earth. The Glory from Us be upon thee
and upon every maidservant who hath believed in the One, the
All-Informed.

manifest and evident.
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BHO05569

To: Haji Mirza Muhammad Ali Afnan, in Shiraz
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O Alif, upon thee be My peace and My glory. O Fa, upon thee
be My mercy and My grace. Be thou confident in God’s loving-
kindness and His mercy and His power and His sovereignty.
Soon that which hath appeared of turmoil shall subside and
thou shalt behold the servants clinging to return unto the
Mighty, the All-Bestowing. His honor Siyyid ‘Ali, upon him be
My glory, made mention of thee. Therefore hath the Supreme
Pen turned toward thee, and this most exalted Word, which
in truth is among the pearls of the ocean of the Merciful’s ut-
terance, hath appeared from His treasury: “Thou hast been
Mine and I shall be thine.” Remember thou the friends, that
perchance they may behold themselves detached and free from
all save God, and that the means of two days may not deprive
them of the infinite divine worlds. Convey My greetings to the
son, upon him be My glory. We beseech God to assist him in
wisdom and utterance, to ordain for him that which shall pro-
tect him from the evil of every oppressor, and to aid him with
the hosts of grace and bounty. Verily He is the Powerful over
what He willeth. There is no God but Him, the Commander,
the Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. The glory from
Our presence be upon thee and upon whomsoever loveth thee
and hearkeneth unto thy call in this manifest Cause.
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BHO05600

To: Ali
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Grandeur and the Power!

O ‘Ali! What thou didst submit was observed. This Wronged
One hath ever mentioned and will continue to mention the peo-
ple of divine unity. However, He is forbidden from mentioning
spiritual insights and divine realities, inasmuch as some souls
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are unable to comprehend their meanings and interpret them
according to their own desires, thereby causing hardship and
speaking harshly to the companions in prison. We beseech God
to assist thee in that which is befitting. Today all the people
of divine unity must hold fast to the cord of divine favor and
cling to the hem of God’s mercy, supplicating by night and day
that He may protect them from the evil of every misbeliever
and every clamorous one. Say:

My God, my God! I beseech Thee by the Word whereby Thou
hast guided the sincere ones to Thy straight path, illumined
their hearts with the light of Thy knowledge and adorned their
heads with the crown of Thy unity, to make me steadfast in
Thy love and firm in Thy Cause. Then assist me, O God of
Names and Creator of heaven, to act according to what Thou
hast revealed in Thy Book. Verily Thou art the Almighty, the
Powerful, and worthy to answer prayer. And we beseech God,
exalted be He, to forgive those for whom thou hast sought
forgiveness and to ordain for thee the good of the hereafter
and of this world. Verily He is the Lord of all creation. There
is none other God but Him, the Mighty, the Great.
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BHO05568

To: Ismi
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the Faithful Speaker

O My Name! Upon thee be My glory! The letter of Ali T.B.

(upon him be My glory) which he wrote to thee was presented
before the Wronged One and read. Praise be to God, the
fragrance of faith in God was inhaled therefrom. We beseech
God-glorified be His majesty—to aid him and assist him with
the hosts of wisdom and utterance, that he may rejoice and
be numbered among those who are thankful unto Him. He
speaketh thus:

“My God, my God! The wine of Thy utterance, the choice
wine of Thy knowledge, the Kawthar of Thy certitude, and
the Salsabil which hath flowed from Thy Most Exalted Pen
in the prison of ‘Akka have so intoxicated me that they have
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detached me from all else but Thee, drawn me nigh unto Thy
straight path, and guided me to Thy Great Announcement.

“I beseech Thee by those whose hearts Thou hast made trea-
suries of the pearls of Thy love and repositories of Thy remem-
brance and praise, and by the tongues of them that know Thee,
who make mention of Thee throughout the nights and days, to
ordain for me that which shall profit me and be a comfort unto
me in every world of Thy worlds. O my Lord! T am Thy ser-
vant and the son of Thy servant. I know not what beseemeth
me to ask of Thee. Thou art more knowing of me than I am
of myself. Write down for me that which shall cause me to
speak Thy praise, to arise to serve Thee, and to turn toward
the lights of Thy countenance. There is no God but Thee,
the Forgiving, the Generous, and Thou art the Most High, the
Great.”
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BHO05592

To: Muhammad-Ali
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is God.

O Sulayman! In the past his seal fell into the hands of a demon.
Now its Owner is afflicted by the demons of the world.

“The world is the abode of demons, and its record is in
crookedness— O wayfarer! Be afraid of the demons of its
record!”

At the end of this Tablet We beseech God to assist all to achieve
unity and harmony. We make mention of all the friends of that
land and command what God has willed: “Recognize the sta-
tion of the one who has ascended unto Us. Verily We have
mentioned him with a mention that is not equaled by the men-
tions of the nations. He who possesses a manifest Book beareth
witness to this” We beseech God to draw His children near
unto Him and to make them among those who, throughout
ages and centuries, have helped the Cause of God in such wise
that neither the swords of enemies, nor the doubts of the di-
vines, nor the allusions of the mystics deterred them. Verily He
is powerful over all things and worthy to answer prayers. The
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glory proceeding from Us rest upon you and upon the steadfast
servants of God.

5 O Muhammad-‘Ali! Thy letter reached the Most Holy Court,
and especially for each name there was sent down from the
heaven of the Divine Will that which hath no peer or likeness.
Give them the glad tidings of My loving-kindness. Verily the
Wronged One makes mention of every name that appeared be-
fore His face. This is what He uttered when He was established
upon His mighty throne in Zawra. We beseech God to assist
His loved ones with the hosts of the seen and the unseen, to
render them victorious through His verses, and to ordain for
them that which befits the heaven of His bounty. Verily He is
the Forgiving, the Generous, and He is the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.
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BHO05495

To: Yunis Afrukhtih
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the One dawning from the horizon of proof.

A Book which the Wronged One hath sent down to him who
hath turned towards the Praiseworthy Station wherein was
raised the call: “There is none other God but Me, the Protec-
tor, the Self-Subsisting.”

The Cause hath been manifested and the verses sent down, yet
the people comprehend not. Blessed art thou and blessed is
he who hath fulfilled God’s covenant and His testament - he
is assuredly among those near unto God in a preserved tablet.
We have heard thy call and have answered thee through this
Book, a command from God, the Lord of the seen and unseen.

Say: “My God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having
remembered me and Thy servants through Thy Most Exalted
Pen, and for having sent down from the heaven of Thy bounty
the table of inner meanings and utterance. By Thy Name,
the All-Merciful! I beseech Thee by the lights of the Sun of
Thy Manifestation and the rustling of the Tree of Thy Mount,
to make me in all conditions mindful of Thy verses, detached
from all else save Thee, and holding fast unto Thy cord. Thou
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art, verily, the Powerful over what Thou willest. There is none
other God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.”

Permission for presence dependeth upon the exigencies of wis-
dom. If circumstances warrant, they may present themselves;
otherwise, we beseech God, exalted be He, to record for thee
the reward of attaining His presence and of appearing before
the Dawning-Place of His verses and the Rising-Point of His
evidences. He is, verily, the Powerful, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.

; The Glory be upon thee and upon those with thee and upon

My loved ones there who have heard the call and answered
their Lord, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

$1 e Slatis ol Ghre g O3
OF Al il ok Y1y el aom g Al Lias)

ﬁlf\dftm (.lﬁ\),,a;.\} A A1 S

ﬁsg\ﬁu\).umfémtiy_ébj

dU;‘ de s u‘ ‘_}c P &Jc T,(J\
gy

AQA5#152 p.209

BHO05389

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the First and the Last, the Manifest and the Hidden

Glorified be He Who hath named Himself in one station as
the Mother of the Book, and in another station as the Mother
of the Bayan, and as the Most Exalted Pen, and as the Per-
spicuous Book, and as the Most Great Announcement, and
by what hath been sent down in the Books of God, the Lord
of the worlds. We have sent the Messengers and revealed the
Books as a grace from Our presence, and verily I am the All-
Bountiful, the Most Generous. Verily the Spirit came from the
heaven of proof by the command of an Ancient Commander,
and attained the presence when the Desired One came with
mighty sovereignty. And the Interlocutor came with the truth
and attained the presence and said: “Thine be the praise, O
Thou Who art the Goal of the worlds!” And the Primal Point
appeared and gave glad tidings unto all of My manifestation
and My Book and My presence and My firm and mighty Cause.
And the One ordained in the Bayan commanded them to serve
Me and to appear before My face and to offer beauteous praise.
They turned away and denied, clinging to the cord of idle fan-
cies - lo, they are among those who cherish vain imaginings in
the Book of God, the Master of the Day of Judgment. We have
heard of thy drawing nigh, wherefore We make mention of thee
and turn unto thee with a luminous countenance. Blessed is
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he who hath attained unto My days and heard My call and C-LU' Saad 3 e bt STIJB  us
acted according to what was commanded in My mighty Book. WJQ\ R o\,;l\ & o
The glory from Our presence be upon thee and upon those who
have borne witness and said: “Praise be unto Thee, O Thou BLIB_Or15718.267b
in Whose grasp is the dominion of all who are in the heavens

and on earth!”

BHO05744

To: Aqa Siyyid Ali, in Tihran
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed gy @LJ\ a2l »
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There is none other God but Thee, the Forgiving, the Merciful.”
INBA23:259b, BLIB_Or15712.113b,
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BHO05940

To: Muhammad Afnan
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He dawneth from the horizon of the heaven of utterance

O My Afnan, upon thee be My glory! Love renders assistance
and the grace of God provides aid. His mercy hath preceded
all and His bounty hath encompassed all. A testimony to these
stations is that each day a cause for mention by the Supreme
Pen becomes manifest and a reason for the attention of the
Wronged One becomes evident. His honor Ismullah, upon him
be My glory and loving-kindness, made mention of you and
sought a mention from the Mother Book. Therefore the gaze
of the Wronged One was directed to that quarter and from the
treasury of the Supreme Pen these pearls of grace and bounty
appeared and became manifest.

O My Afnan! The treasuries of the world cannot compare
with these pearls. Each one beareth witness to the grace and
generosity and bounty of God, exalted be His glory, towards
His Afnan. Say: Praise be unto Thee, O Thou the Goal of the
world, for having illumined my sight to behold the lights of
the Day-Star of Thy bounty and purified mine ear to hearken
unto the rustling of Thy Pen. I beseech Thee by the lights of
Thy Throne and whatsoever was hidden in Thy knowledge, to

aid me to arise to serve Thee at all times and in all conditions.
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Verily Thou art the Self-Sufficing, the Most Exalted. There is JU 5 eadl 3 ol
none other God but Thee, in the beginning and in the end. '

BLIB_ Or15712.238
BHO05751
To: Darvish Ghulam-Husayn
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]
He is the Hearer, the Answerer =y CL:J\ »

Thou hast been and art remembered before the Wronged One.

We beseech God to strengthen thee with an assistance that

shall never diminish. His Will is sovereign, His decree all-

encompassing. Grieve not over anything, but place thy trust
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in all matters in God, the Lord of the worlds. We have remem-
bered thee before, and do so at this hour, with that which its
fragrance shall never cease to endure throughout the kingdom
of earth and heaven. Two souls in two cities acted contrary to
that which God hath decreed. By the life of God, the eye of
justice wept, and the people of the City of Fairness [...]. Kur-
distan and Hamadan - should that honored one turn in that
direction, perchance it may cause some souls to become mind-
ful, for certain deluded ones have also passed through those
regions. Nothing whatsoever escapeth the knowledge of thy
Lord. He witnesseth and seeth, and He is the All-Hearing, the
All-Seeing.

Say: O friends! Ponder ye: those servants who summon the
people to the dawning-place of vain imaginings are, by the life
of God, neither aware nor conscious. We beseech God to assist
all to arise with complete steadfastness in His Cause. The
glory from Us be upon thee and upon those who hearken unto
thy words concerning this Most Great Announcement and this
mighty Command.
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Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

O ‘Attar! Thou didst discover the fragrance of My days, didst
hear My call, didst turn to My horizon, didst speak My praise,
and My remembrance drew thee, and My Most Exalted Pen
hath remembered thee in the Most Glorious Horizon. Say:
Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of all beings and Master of the
hereafter and of the former times. I testify to Thy oneness and
Thy singleness, and that Thou hast no peer nor equal. Thou
didst manifest Thyself at the appointed time and didst call all
to that which draweth them nigh unto Thee. Verily, Thou art
the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

My Greater Branch appeared and made mention of thee,
whereupon We remembered thee, and thy portrait was
brought before the Wronged One. We testify that he attained
unto the presence when the Tongue of Grandeur was speaking
the praise and remembrance of God, and the Pen was moving
in such wise as was the spirit of life unto bodies and the
Kawthar of immortality unto frames.
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Blessed is he who hath attained and partaken and drunk! Woe
unto every proud and ungrateful one! Blessed art thou, inas-
much as there hath appeared before the Countenance that
which representeth thy form, present and speaking thy praise
and name. Give thanks unto thy Lord for this most great favor
and say: Praise be unto Thee, O Thou Who didst cause me to
hear Thy sweet call and didst strengthen me to turn unto Thy
Most Exalted Horizon on a day wherein most of the servants
turned away from Thee. The glory that proceedeth from Us
rest upon thee and upon My loved ones, both men and women.
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To: Abdu’llah Tabib
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is God, exalted be His glory! The Grace and Bounty

Your letter was presented before the Wronged One and all of
it was heeded. Praise be to God, the fragrance of divine love
was wafting from it. The first part of the letter was adorned
with these words: “This lowly servant with oceans of trans-
gression and mountains of errors..” and so forth. O thou
who art mentioned before the Wronged One! If you have con-
fessed to oceans of transgression, this Wronged One likewise
acknowledges that God, exalted be His glory, possesses oceans
of forgiveness and pardon. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to
change sins into good deeds and to purify you from whatsoever
is displeasing to His good-pleasure. Say: My God, my God!
Praise be to Thee for having guided me and made me recognize
Thee. I beseech Thee, O Lord of the worlds and Goal of the na-
tions, to ordain for me that whereby Thy Cause may be exalted
amongst Thy servants. O my Lord! The weary hath turned
toward the kingdom of Thy utterance and the blind toward
the Kaaba of meeting with Thee. I beseech Thee by the ocean
of Thy bounty and the heaven of Thy giving to make me speak
forth among Thy creation that I may acquaint them with Thy
straight Path and Thy mighty Message, and show them Thy
signs and the manifestations of Thy power. Verily Thou art
the Almighty Whom the power of the aggressive ones cannot
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frustrate nor the ascendancy of the ungodly prevent. There is
no God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

BHO06370

To: Ali
Date: 1305 7 [1887-1888]

In My Name, the One manifest in the Most Exalted Horizon!

O ‘Alil Hear My call from the direction of My prison. It
commands thee to that which will draw thee near unto God,
the Lord of all worlds. Say: O peoples of the earth! Fear God
and be not of the ignorant ones. Cast away idle fancies and
vain imaginings, and take hold of that which ye are commanded
by God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O ‘Ali! The divines and learned ones of Persia all awaited the
days of the Manifestation. During nights and days most of
them were occupied in lamentation and weeping from separa-
tion. But when the gate was opened and the effulgences of the
lights of manifestation dawned from the horizon of will, they
did that which thou hast heard and seen. Now too the deniers
of the Bayan are occupied with the same vain imaginings. We
counsel thee and those who have believed to manifest the most
great steadfastness. Verily thy Lord is the All-Counselling, the
All-Informed.

Say: My God, my God! Thou seest me turning toward Thee
and turning away from all else beside Thee. I beseech Thee
by the light whereby the horizons of the heaven of Thy bounty
were illumined, and by the fire that hath spoken forth through
Thy command and will amongst Thy servants, to assist me in
that which Thou lovest and art pleased with. Then ordain for
me through Thy generosity and grace that which will make me
in all times speak in remembrance of Thee and stand firm in
Thy Cause. Verily Thou art the Almighty, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.
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BH06122

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the All-Remembering, the All-Knowing

Ha, Sin. We testify that your eye has attained to that for
which it was created, and your ear has heard the call of the
Wronged One in this mighty prison, and your heart has turned
to a noble station. We beseech God to assist you with the hosts
of the unseen and the visible, to aid you in exalting His Word
amongst His servants, and to enable you to accomplish that
which will endure as long as His names and attributes endure.
He is the Almighty, the Powerful, and worthy to answer prayers.
Glory be upon you and upon those who are with you and who
have hearkened to your words concerning the Cause of God,
the Lord of the worlds.

O Abdul-Karim! Upon you be the Glory of God, the Mighty,
the Powerful, the Great. The Most Great Branch presented
your letter before the presence. The reply to Jinab-i-Varqa,
upon him be the Glory of God, was sent, and likewise permis-
sion to attain the presence was granted to Jinab-i-Musa, upon
him be my Glory, from the Dawning-Place of the Divine Will.
Verily We have heard the call of the dove and have answered
it with that which gladdens hearts and brings solace to eyes.
We beseech God to ordain for him the good of the hereafter
and of this world, and to make him speak forth at all times
with wisdom and utterance in His mighty Cause. Verily He is
powerful over all things and worthy to answer prayers.
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BHO06130

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

In the Name of Him Who is the Guardian over all names!

Praise be sanctified above mention and utterance unto the Goal
of the worlds Who illumined the world with the lights of true

divine unity, raised aloft the standard of guidance, and un-
furled the banner of sanctification upon the highest ensigns.

He is the Almighty One Whom neither the hosts and ranks
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nor the oppression and might of the people of the world could
prevent from His purpose. He beheld His servants in error, and
out of pure mercy and sheer grace sent the Manifestation of
His Self for the guidance of creation, that all might find their
way to the straight path and become aware of the great an-
nouncement. Blessed is the soul that effaced doubts and, with
Abrahamic might, shattered the idols of vain imaginings, be-
coming illumined with the light of certitude that dawned from
the horizon of will. Thus hath spoken the Wronged One in
this Great Prison. Joy unto him who hath heard and attained,
and woe unto the heedless. It is hoped that the gems of that
land will be seized by the will of God, move those who tarry,
and make fresh those who have withered. He is the Powerful,
and He is the Mighty. There is no God but Him, the Guardian
over all names.
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BHO06226

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

In the Name of Him Who is the All-Compelling above all
names!

We arose in the shadow of loving-kindness and favor and pro-
ceeded to another place. When We arrived, We revealed verses
with manifest sovereignty and made mention of God’s friends
and chosen ones, and We sent down to them that which, were
it to be cast upon the graves, would cause those within to
arise, and were it to be cast upon the mountain, it would pass
away as passes the lightning, to present itself before God, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy. O people of the earth! Fear God
and say not that which He hath not permitted you. Verily He
is with you, hearing and seeing, and He is the All-Hearing, the
All-Seeing. Blessed is the servant who hath drunk the wine
of immortality from the hand of the bounty of his Lord, the
Compassionate, the Generous. Woe unto him who hath heard
and turned away - he is assuredly among the most lost.

My God, my God! Thou seest me desiring to make mention of
one among Thy servants who hath desired to drink the wine
of recognition from the hand of Thy loving-kindness. O Lord!
Aid him through Thy bounty and generosity, then ordain for
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him that which will draw him nigh unto Thee and cause him to
remember Thy signs and Thy clear tokens. O Lord! I beseech
Thee by Thy Most Great Remembrance and Thy Mighty News
to inscribe for him with Thy Most Exalted Pen the good of
the hereafter and of this world. Verily Thou art the Lord of all
beings. There is none other God but Thee, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.
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BHO06515

To: Muhammad Ali Mizan, in Mizani
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

In the Name of the All-Knowing Speaker!

Praise be hallowed above the comprehension and minds, and
sanctified beyond the understanding of all created things, be-
fitting the Most Holy and Most Exalted Court of the Desired
One, Who by wisdom and utterance has taken possession of
the cities of the hearts of all who dwell within the realm of pos-
sibility. The turning away of the peoples of the world, both
high and low, and the disregard of the nations, both learned
and mystic, prevented Him not from His purpose. Neither did
the veils of error nor the clouds of glory withhold the power of
His Pen and the influence of His Will from conquest. His ban-
ner proclaimed “He is God” and His standard declared “The
Lord of all mankind hath come.” Blessed are they who hear-
kened unto His call and who, with sanctified and pure hearts,
made their abode beneath His standard.

Exalted is the Word and exalted its power, great is the Sign
and mighty its station, and sublime its influence. O Mizan!
Today the Balance proclaims: “Verily, I am the Distinguisher,
the All-Knowing.” The true Balance hath ever been and shall
ever be the love of God. Blessed are they who are illumined
by the light of His Cause and enkindled with the fire of the
Divine Lote-Tree.

Praise thou the Desired One of the world, for thy mention
hath flowed from the Tongue of Grandeur both in the past
and present. The riches of the world and the remembrances of
nations shall all return to nothingness, but the divine verses
and that which hath been ordained by Him shall remain and
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endure. The oppression of the oppressors, the clamor of the
transgressors, and the vicissitudes and changes of ages and
centuries shall neither alter nor efface it. In the realm of the
Supreme Pen there hath never been, nor shall there ever be,
any effacement. We beseech the Lord thereof to increase, at
every moment, His confirmations unto thee and to make thee
a standard of His Name and a herald of His Remembrance.
Verily, He is powerful over all things.

O thou who gazest upon the Countenance! The Son of Mary
said: “Thou hast bestowed upon me that which the learned
and the wise have failed to comprehend.” How many are the
divines, the great ones, the princes and the mighty ones who
are deprived, their names erased from the scroll of acceptance
and recognition, and how many are those servants who, though
outwardly reckoned among the ignorant and lowly in the eyes
of men, have attained the highest stations of glory, exaltation,
knowledge and wisdom. God eraseth what He willeth and con-
firmeth what He pleaseth, and with Him is the Mother Book.
Blessed art thou and happy art thou, for thou hast drunk from
the Sealed Wine and hast given thereof to others. This is a
great bounty. Know thou its station and be of the thankful
ones.
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BHO06847

To: Ali et al.
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the Manifest, the Speaker before all parties

O Ali, upon thee be the everlasting splendor of God! This
is the Day which all divine Books have been adorned with its
mention. Blessed is the soul whom neither doubts nor allusions
of the heedless ones prevented from the direction of divine
unity. Today the Supreme Paradise crieth out with the most
exalted call “The All-Merciful hath come!” and the gates of
the most exalted Paradise and the supreme Heaven are opened
wide. Blessed is he who hath advanced and entered therein,
and woe unto every remote denier. One exalted word can cause
the essence of dust to transcend the heavens - hold fast unto
it, detached from all who are in the heavens and earths. And
that blessed word is this: “This is the Day of God wherein
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none other than Him is mentioned.” Whosoever holdeth fast
to this word is preserved from the supreme terror and dwelleth
secure and at rest beneath the canopies of divine grandeur.
Therefore doth My Most Exalted Pen testify that he hath taken
for himself beneath the canopies of light an exalted station
and a faithful dwelling place. The Light shining forth and
dawning from the horizon of God’s Tablet be upon thee and
upon whomsoever holdeth fast to this firm cord. And praise
be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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BHO06800

To: Asad
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Greatness and the Power

O Asad, upon thee be my praise! In the letter of his honor
Sayyah, it would not be amiss to make mention of his honor
Sadiq, upon whom be greetings. Perchance on the day of ar-
rival the heedless souls will not make any interference and this
matter will pass with spirit and fragrance. Write that his honor
Sad, upon whom be the Glory of God, has gone to Mecca and
is returning.

However, the light of our eyes Aqa Abdul-Husayn is occupied
with study and practice in Alexandria. The request from that
honored one is to watch over the condition of his honor Sad and
deliver him from the evil of the deniers. We have ever been and
continue to be grateful and thankful to his honor the Helper.
We beseech from the Truth that He may cause his eminence to
attain His special favors. He is the Mighty and the Powerful.
In every condition we seek from that excellence kindness and
love and favor regarding the letter Sad, and assuredly whatever
appears from that beloved one in this path, it is certain that
ere long the manifestations of divine grace and favors have
appeared and will continue to appear.
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BHO06836

To: Ramadan Ali
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He Who is mentioned in the Books of God, the Lord of the
worlds!

O Ramadan-‘Ali! Hearken unto the utterances of the idolaters
and those who have turned away. The Seal of the Prophets
commanded that in three days seven hundred souls be put to
death, and ‘Ali and Zubayr beheaded them. And were all those
who were slain as mentioned in the Qur’an to be recorded, all
would be seized with wonderment. Consider in the Bayanic
Dispensation how many souls were consigned to perdition. In
every city they killed and were killed.

Yet despite this they have objected to this Wronged One, say-
ing “Why was such a one killed, and such a one deprived of
life?” Say: Leave this, that another party may raise these same
objections, for it was characteristic of both the Bayan and the
Qur’an to purify the earth of souls.

But this Wronged One, by God’s command, hath removed
these things and strictly forbidden them in His Books, His
Scriptures and His Tablets. Blessed is he who speaketh with
justice and fairness, not according to the promptings of his de-
sires. We beseech God to assist thee and aid thee to champion
the Cause of thy Lord through wisdom and utterance.
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BHO06519

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

On this luminous morn the divine tongue of utterance speaketh
forth this radiant word: O peoples of the earth! Hold fast unto
that which will lead to the elimination of differences, that all
parties may attain unto true tranquility and perpetual rest.
The appearance of the Manifestations hath been and is the
cause and instrument of unity, yet ignorant souls have made it
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a cause of discord. Say: O people of the earth! Hearken unto
the Word of Truth and hold fast unto it....
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BHO06556

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the One Who calls from His most exalted horizon

The veils of glory did not prevent the shrill voice of the Most
Exalted Pen, and the veils of the people of error did not hold
Him back from His purpose. Before all faces, without any
screen or veil, He spoke that which would reform the world
and refine the nations. From the beginning of days until now
He has been afflicted in the hands of enemies - at times impris-
oned, at times transferred like a captive from land to land. But
tribulations in the path of the Goal of all worlds have been and
are beloved. The lovers in all regions know the value of this sta-
tion. Night and day We have summoned the servants to that
which would cause the elevation of the Word and the advance-
ment of souls. Yet most were found heedless, nay, turned away.
We beseech God that He may confirm you and grant you the
greatest steadfastness, that you may remain protected from
the doubts of the people and the events of the days. Blessed
art thou for having heard and turned, and blessed is he who
has attained unto this Most Great Announcement in the days
of God, the Lord of the worlds.
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Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

In His Name, the Forgiving, the Merciful ﬁ;)\ Byrairven)

Say: My God, my God! My outward and inward tongue, my
limbs and members all bear witness to Thy oneness and Thy
singleness, and that Thou art God, there is no God but Thee,
the Single, the One, the Powerful, the All-Compelling, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise. Every person of insight and under-
standing testifieth to the sanctification of Thy Being from any
likeness and the exaltation of Thy Self above any similitude.
Thou hast ever been sanctified above the understanding of all
created things and the minds of all beings. The power of the
world stands powerless before Thy power. Thou art He Who
created the servants for the recognition of the Dawning-Place
of Thy signs and the Dayspring of Thy clear tokens. Blessed
is he who hath acknowledged that which the Tongue of Thy
Will hath spoken and which Thou hast revealed in Thy Book.
O Lord! I beseech Thee by the Lamp of Thy Cause which
Thou hast preserved within the Glass of Thy power, and by
the pearls of the ocean of Thy knowledge, and by the myster-
ies that lay hidden in Thy verses, and by the Ship of Thy Cause
which no winds could impede, and by Thy Prophets and Thy
Messengers, to ordain for me through Thy Most Exalted Pen
the good of this world and of the world to come. Then aid
me to remain steadfast in Thy Cause whereby the hearts of
Thy creatures were thrown into commotion. Verily Thou art
the Powerful, the Mighty, the Triumphant, the Glorious, the
Great.
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BHO06701

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the One Who rules over what was and what shall be

Say: O my God, my God! Thou seest me turning unto Thee,
detached from all else save Thee, clinging to the cord of Thy
bounty and holding fast to the hem of Thy mercy. I desire from
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Thee naught except that which will strengthen me to remem-
ber Thee and praise Thee in Thy land, and to stand firm in Thy
Cause. O my Lord! I am one of Thy handmaidens who hath
turned unto Thee, acknowledging Thy oneness and Thy single-
ness, and confessing Thy greatness and Thy power. I beseech
Thee by Thy Books and Thy Messengers, whom Thou didst
send to manifest Thy Cause and exalt Thy Word - through
whom the ocean of Thy knowledge surged amidst Thy creation
and the fragrance of Thy loving-kindness wafted throughout
Thy dominion - to ordain for me that which shall profit me in
every world of Thy worlds. Thou knowest what is within my
soul while I know not what is with Thee. Moreover, I beseech
Thee, O Lord of all beings and King of the throne on high and
of earth below, to send down upon Thy handmaiden from the
heaven of Thy bounty that which shall solace her eyes, gladden
her heart and bring tranquility to her being. Verily, Thou art
the Hearer, the Answerer. There is none other God but Thee,
the All-Watching, the Ever-Near.
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BHO06715

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the Manifest, the Speaking One, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise

A Book sent down by the Wronged One to him who has drunk
the choice wine of revelation from the cup of his Lord’s bounty
and has turned to the Most Exalted Horizon when it was illu-
mined by this Most Great Name. Thy call hath reached the
ears of the Prisoner and He hath answered thee through this
Clear Book, whereby those who are nigh unto God have has-
tened to the horizon of Revelation and the sincere ones have
drunk from the ocean that surgeth in the name of God, the
Lord of the worlds. We love him who hath turned to the Coun-
tenance and We make mention of him in such wise as cannot
be equaled by the treasures of kings. When the fire of My love
enkindled thee and the warbling of My Pen attracted thee, say:

My God, my God! Unto Thee be praise and thanksgiving, and
unto Thee be gratitude and bounty, for having caused me to
hasten unto Thy good-pleasure and to hold fast unto the cord
of Thy grace. Thou art He Who, O my God, didst awaken
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me when I was asleep, and taught me when I was ignorant,
and guided me unto Thy path, and strengthened me to make
mention of Thee and to praise Thee. I beseech Thee by the
lights of Thy Throne and the revelations of Thy sovereignty
and by the Will whereby Thou hast subdued the peoples in
the kingdoms of names, to ordain for me that which beseemeth
Thy days and befitteth the heaven of Thy bounty and the sun
of Thy generosity. Thou art, verily, the Almighty, the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed.
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BHO07344

To: Amatullah Khanum
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the All-Knowing, the All-Seeing

O My community and My leaf! The Wronged One calleth
thee from the precincts of the Prison and inviteth thee to the
supreme horizon, that perchance thy tongue may not cease
from mention, nor thine eye from beholding, nor thine ear
from hearkening, nor thy heart from turning toward Him. To-
day the sign of bounty hath appeared and is manifest before
the faces of the world, and from the hand of bounty He be-
stoweth the Kawthar of eternity. The station of this blessed
Day transcendeth all reckoning. This is the Day wherewith the
Messengers and those nigh unto God gave glad-tidings unto the
servants, by the command of the Lord of the Day of Judgment,
and all were expectant; yet when the Day appeared and the
lights of the Sun of Revelation shone forth from the supreme
horizon, all turned away. How many are the divines who are
veiled from the Known One by the veil of knowledge, and how
many are they who have attained to the recognition of Him
Who conversed on Sinai. The Command is His Command,
and the decree His decree. He ordaineth whatsoever His wis-
dom requireth. He, verily, is the Powerful, the Mighty, the
All-Knowing, the All-Seeing.
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BHO07368

To: Husayn et al.
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the Speaker before all faces

O Husayn! Previously thou wert blessed with the remem-
brance of God, glorified be His majesty, and now too the face
of loving-kindness is turned toward thee, making mention of
thee and counseling that which is beloved before God in this
day - namely steadfastness in the Cause of God, as well as
trustworthiness and religion. Trustworthiness is the sign of
God amongst His creation. Blessed is the soul that hath clung
fast unto it. It is the key to wealth and the door to grace and
bounty. We beseech God to aid His servants to hold fast unto
it. He is the Powerful, He is the Mighty, He is the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

O ‘Inayatu’llah-i-*Attar, upon thee be the glory of the Uncon-
strained! Mention hath been made of thee, therefore the gaze
of loving-kindness is turned toward thee and He hath blessed
thee with the signs of the Most Exalted Pen. Today kinship is
not considered - thou art mentioned for the love of God. Strive
that thou mayest attain unto that kinship which befitteth these
days. Praise be to the Goal of the world that He hath brought
thee forth from the loins of one of His loved ones. Verily thy
Lord is the All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful.

opm ) el gbUI 4o

b 7B e Jo G S 851 Cpee b
R I N
Gt bl (s a) 4 A Sy
5 bl ey el ) ) el
3 sk Gy ol il 2] bl ol
e Syl G S Ol Kok 51
Ale el G 5l e 5 Jab OL oy Lo
5 538 oyl 0L SLE e e
b‘})li; C,.w}‘ L\jcﬁ.ﬂ}\

10 0558 OF3 5kl T ade e dllale |
56 éﬂ‘#;\fh L5 dmge s ol LU
A1 5 yh8 dlis Mo e 50 50 3
Camls) o) 3Y &y bl g 0358 53
;\\;5\,9\;;,@;4@@;;5
A S Olagp alb Uyl 5 S e
= 55

BLIB_ Or15716.068.22

BHO07373

To: Husayn Quli
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the One Who has dominion over all who are on earth
and in heaven!

O Husayn-i-Qabli, hear the Call of God, the Ancient. He draws
you unto a station wherein naught can be seen save the efful-
gences of the lights of the Orb of His Most Great Name, the
All-Glorious. The Day is come, yet the people are in evident
doubt. The Truth hath appeared, yet humanity remaineth
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veiled by a thick veil. This is the Day wherein all things pro-
claim: “The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the Lord of all
worlds!” Blessed art thou, inasmuch as thou hast turned and
hearkened unto the Call when it was raised in truth between
the heavens and the earth. Verily, there is none other God
but Him. He doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what He
pleaseth. When thou findest the fragrances of revelation, say:

“My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having guided me
unto the horizon of Thy manifestation and caused me to hear
Thy sweetest call and the shrill voice of Thy Most Exalted
Pen. I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy countenance and
the mysteries of Thy Cause to make me steadfast in Thy love,
speaking Thy praise, and standing firm in Thy service. Verily,
Thou art the Omnipotent over whatsoever Thou willest. There
is none other God but Thee, the Forgiving, the Bountiful.”
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BHO07421

To: Muhammad Qabl-i-Mihdi
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the Hearing, the All-Seeing!

O Muhammad-Mihdi! Thy remembrance hath been mentioned
repeatedly. Thou hast been favored with the effulgences of
the lights of the Day-Star of Manifestation. All the world be-
sought from God the meeting with the Manifestation of His
Most Beautiful Names and Most Exalted Attributes, yet when
the Sun of Truth shed its radiance, all turned away save whom
God willed. The people of the Furqan were seen to be the
most lost among the parties of the world, and now the peo-
ple of the Bayan are more lost than the people of the Furqan.
Glory be to God! The equivalent of all the books before and
after hath been revealed from the Most Exalted Pen, nay more,
would they but be fair. Reflect upon the words and deeds of
the Shi’ihs, and ponder their outcome and fruit on the Day
of Resurrection. Then will become evident to thee the loss of
those who turned away from God, broke His Covenant, and
disputed His verses. We beseech God to grant true vision to
the eyes, and likewise to the ears, that they may see and hear.
Verily, there is no God but Him. He doeth what He willeth
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and ordaineth what He pleaseth. He is the Mighty, the Praise-
worthy.

BHO06913

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord!

My God, my God! By Thy might and sovereignty, I am sad-
dened by Thy sadness and by what hath befallen Thee at the
hands of the oppressors among Thy creatures. Thou art He
Who, O my God, didst ordain for them comfort from Thy
presence and bounty from the heaven of Thy grace, yet they
turned away from Thee and sought to harm Thee and to di-
minish Thy station amongst Thy creatures. I beseech Thee,
O God of existence and Beloved of hearts and souls, by Thy
Name which hath precedence over all names and by Thy Com-
mand which hath encompassed all things, to make known to
Thy servants what Thou hast intended for them through Thy
generosity and ordained for them through Thy grace. Then
deliver them from the idle fancies of self and passion and from
the fire of transgression and wickedness. O Lord! Dost Thou
see any of Thy loved ones who hath turned toward Thy most
exalted horizon and held fast to righteousness in Thy days, O
Lord of all beings and King of the throne on high and of the
dust beneath? Do Thou ordain for him, through Thy bounty
and generosity, that which beseemeth Thy grace and bestowal,
then accept from him what he hath wrought in Thy path and
for Thy good-pleasure. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the
Exalted, the Unconstrained.
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BHO07038

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the Hearing, He is the Responding ! g CL:J\ »

Praise be worthy and befitting of the Desired One Who with
one exalted Word spoke forth - from the ocean of knowledge
the pearls of wisdom became manifest, from the heaven of ut-
terance the suns of divine knowledge dawned forth, from the
hearts of those near and the believers the fire of the love of
God became ignited, from the Most Exalted Pen the Kawthar
of utterance flowed, and from the trees the fruits of proof be-
came visible. By the life of God! The effects and influences of
that Word have been and continue to be beyond the compre-
hension of the servants, save to a known measure. O My loved
ones! Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One and hold fast
unto that which will cause the exaltation of the blessed Word.
The days and nights will soon come to an end. While there is
still opportunity and time is manifest, arise to make good what
has passed. This is the counsel of the Lord of Names which He
hath revealed from the Most Exalted Pen. Thy mention was
mentioned before the Countenance, thy name was present, and
with this most wondrous and most sweet Tablet have We made
mention of thee, that it may attract thee and draw thee to the
most sublime summit. He is the Powerful and the Mighty, and
He is the Witness and the All-Knowing.
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BHO07041

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful

The one incomparable Lord - exalted be His glory, universal
be His bounty, and mighty be His station - has been and will
ever be worthy of praise, thanksgiving and glorification. This
station too depends upon His acceptance and is contingent
upon His confirmation. Some time ago your letter was received
in His presence. Praise be to God, it spoke of divine unity
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and the sanctification of His holy Being from any likeness or
peer. We beseech Him, exalted be He, by the Beloved through
whom the decree of unity was manifested and the banners of
detachment were raised, that He may assist you and grant
you success, and rain down upon you from the heaven of His
bounty a blessing from Him, a table from His presence, and a
benediction from His side. Verily He is the Lord of the world
and the Educator of the nations. There is none like unto Him
and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing, and worthy to answer
prayer. Peace be upon you and upon those who love Me and
arise to serve My Cause - he who is named Samandar - and
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Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

In the Name of Him Who is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise! ﬁu\ ;);l\ ot

The heaven hath been cleft asunder, and the Lord of Names
hath come with manifest sovereignty. The earth hath been
rent, and that which lay concealed within it hath appeared by
command of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. The horizon
of proof hath been illumined, and the Lord of Utterance hath
come with a command before which neither the hosts of the
earth can prevail, nor the clamor of the aggressive ones. The
ocean hath revealed its pearls and its waves, stirred by the
fragrance of the All-Merciful wafting from the dayspring of
His firm and mighty command. We have heard thy call and
answered thee, and have favored thee with this Clear Book.
When thou hast attained unto it, say:

3 My God, my God! Thou seest me clinging fast to Thee and to
Thy sovereignty. I beseech Thee by the Word which Thou hast
made a sword for the ungodly and a mercy for them that be-
lieve in Thy unity, to ordain for me through Thy Most Exalted
Pen the good of this world and of the world to come. Then pre-
serve me, O my God, from the evil of Thine enemies and from
the oppression of the aggressive ones among Thy servants. Ver-
ily Thou art He Whom neither the armies of Iran and Rome
can frustrate, nor the hosts of princes and kings. There is
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none other God but Thee, the Almighty, the All-Conquering,
the All-Powerful.
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Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the One Who rules over all names

This is a Book sent down in truth from God, the Sovereign,
the Self-Subsisting. Verily it calls the people to the praisewor-
thy station. That which was hidden in the treasury of God’s
protection hath appeared, and that which was inscribed by the
Most Exalted Pen in the Preserved Tablet hath come to pass.
Hasten, O people, to the Dawning-Place of the verses of your
Lord. Beware lest sciences and arts withhold you. Cast aside
vain imaginings to their followers and take hold of My Choice
Wine that hath been sealed. Then drink thereof in My Name,
the Self-Subsisting. Thus hath the Most Great Ocean mani-
fested its waves, and the Light its effulgence. Blessed are they
who understand. Say: O God of Names and Creator of heaven!
I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy countenance and by the
mysteries concealed in Thy knowledge to ordain for me that
which will cause me to hold fast to Thy cord and cling to the
hem of Thy loving-kindness. O my Lord! I am Thy servant
and the son of Thy servant. I have turned to the ocean of
Thy bounty and the heaven of Thy generosity. I beseech Thee
not to disappoint me from that which Thou hast ordained for
them that are near unto Thee among Thy creatures. Thou art
God; there is none other God but Thee, the Single, the One,
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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BHO07364

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

O Jamalu’d-Din! Upon thee be the Glory of God, the True,
the Manifest King. The letters which thou didst send were

presented before the Most Holy Court by the Greater Branch.

We beseech God to assist thee, to confirm thee, and to aid thee
in that which will draw thee closer to Him in all conditions, and
to exalt through thee His mention among His servants.

In these days certain passages have been revealed under the
name of “Traveler” - there would be no harm if they were sent
to European lands. Thou art remembered in all conditions and
art the recipient of favor. Convey greetings from the Wronged
One to Faraju’llah. We beseech God to confirm him in service
to the Cause. Make mention of the friends in that land, each
and every one. His honor Afnan, upon him be My glory and
favor, wrote mentioning your arrival. Praise be to God, in
every station a station is manifest. All this is from His grace,
His mercy and His favor. We beseech Him to ordain for you
the good of both this world and the next. Verily He is the Lord
of all beings and He is the Mighty, the Powerful.
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Date: 1305 ¢ [1887-1888]
He is the One Who speaks the truth! L bl P

O ‘Attar! Upon thee be the Glory of the Unconstrained! My
Greater Branch has presented thy letter and read it before
Our face. We have remembered thee in this perspicuous Book.
Thou and those with thee have attained in the days of God
when every heedless and remote one turned away from Him.
We bear witness that thy father took the cup of salvation in
the name of the Cleaver of the Dawn and drank therefrom,
despite every learned one who turned away from the Known
One, and every mystic who remained distant from the One
Who is Known, and every atheist who broke the Covenant of
God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.
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Convey My greetings to the faces of those who have attained
unto My presence, and to every servant who heard My call and
turned to My horizon and acted according to what was com-
manded in My perspicuous Book, and to every maidservant
who held fast to the cord of My loving-kindness and remained
steadfast in My firm and wise Cause. Verily, We have remem-
bered every name that was in thy letter with a remembrance
that all the remembrances of the world cannot equal, as testi-
fied by Him Who possesses a mighty Book. Remember them
on My behalf and give them the glad-tidings of My loving-
kindness and illumine them with the lights of My wondrous
utterance. Praise be to God, the Mighty, the Inaccessible.
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To: Karbalai Muhammad Husayn, in Shiraz
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the One Who heareth from His most exalted horizon.

I summon the loved ones of God, exalted be His glory, to two
most great matters: first, the recognition of the Ancient Be-
ing, and second, steadfastness in His Cause. And likewise I
counsel them to two most excellent attributes: religiousness
and trustworthiness. Blessed is the soul that in this divine
Day hath turned towards Him and attained the verses of the
Supreme Pen. Know thou the value of the utterance of the
All-Merciful, and preserve and read the blessed Tablet, that
perchance through the attraction of the Call thou mayest at-
tain unto that which God hath purposed. We beseech God
to aid thee and grant thee success, that thou mayest spend
thy remaining days in His love and remembrance, and at the
time of ascension mayest turn, detached from the world, unto
the Supreme Companion. He is the Compassionate, the All-
Bountiful. There is no God but Him, the Powerful, the Forgiv-
ing, the Merciful.
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To: Haji Kazim
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is God, exalted be His glory in wisdom and utterance

His honor Ali Haydar, upon him be my glory, mentioned thee,
therefore the Supreme Pen hath turned unto thee that It may
cause thee to hear the divine Call which is raised today. Today
the world is adorned with the lights of the Luminary of Rev-
elation, the winds are speaking “The Truth hath come,” the
sea is proclaiming “The Possessor hath come.” Blessed is the
soul that hath in this wondrous Day hearkened unto the call of
all things. O Kazim! The Wronged One of the world maketh
mention of thee from the prison and counseleth thee to that
which will cause the exaltation of the Word of God. Heedless-
ness hath encompassed the world, the world hath prevented all
from the Lord of Names. We beseech God that He may assist
thee to rend asunder the veils that have hindered thee, with
celestial power, that thou mayest attain to the station of near-
ness and holiness. The Glory from Us be upon thee and upon

ol S wle o & e
I sy @3 Gl e sae Jo Ol
Q:J\K\)L;L\L;\,\;hgﬁﬁ&\és
s 5 sk gl Sa ) Sl s ML/
3w s Gbb G G e b
Ll I s gly ) q,iae@&m
gl pollae WBETL 55 hol may gy ol 5o
sl Sy s 4li 5317 et )
b dle s ol A LE oSl e £
g sler) S5, K Ls o3yt blal
O N S (RS 2
s elag 5 oan b anle ol 350
do s e bl o T oF Juoly o

him who hath believed in God, the One, the All-Informed. sl > A AL el e
BLIB_ Or15712.075a

BHO07538

Date: 1305 2 [1887-1888]

He is the Hearing, the Answering One! sl CL:“H 5

2 When thou hearest My most sweet call and the rustling of My
Most Exalted Pen, say: O Lord of all beings and Sovereign
of the hereafter and of former times! I testify to Thy oneness
and Thy singleness and to Thy power, Thy might and Thy
dominion. I beseech Thee by Thy greatest signs and the mani-
festations of Thy grandeur in the kingdom of creation, and by
that which lay concealed within Thy knowledge and treasured
within the repositories of Thy wisdom, to make me in all condi-
tions one who speaks forth Thy Name, who gazes toward Thy
horizon, and who stands ready to serve Thy Cause.
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O my Lord! Thou seest me turning toward Thee, and T desire
naught from the heaven of Thy grace save that which shall
assist me in what Thou lovest and approvest. O my Lord!
I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy countenance that Thou
withhold me not from the fountain of Thy good-pleasure, nor
distance me from nearness to Thee and Thy presence. Thou art
He to Whose loving-kindness and bounties the Sacred Books
have testified, and the tongues of the Messengers to Whose
generosity and bestowals. There is none other God but Thee,
the Single, the One, the All-Powerful, the Almighty.
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Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the Dawning Place from the horizon of the heaven of
proof!

This is a Book which the All-Merciful hath sent down unto him
who hath heard the Call and answered his Ancient Lord, that
he may rejoice in My remembrance of him and arise to serve his
Lord, the Mighty, the Powerful. Hearken unto the call of Him
Who hath been wronged - verily He mentioneth thee with that
which hath caused the fragrances of revelation to waft and
the eyes of the sincere to be consoled. How many a servant
hath detached himself from the tales of old and held fast unto
that which hath been sent down from God, the Mighty, the
Beautiful, and how many a servant hath clung to them, turning
away from God, the Goal of those who know. We beseech God
to aid the people of Baha with the hosts of the unseen and
the visible, such that neither the doubts of the people nor the
mentions of the past will move them. Verily, He is the Mighty,
the Powerful.

Take thou My Book with a power from Me and say: Praise be
unto Thee, O Thou Who art wronged throughout all regions,
for having enabled me to turn toward Thee and to hold fast
unto Thy Cause, the Unshakeable, the Firm, the Strong. I
beseech Thee to make me steadfast in all conditions. There is
no God but Thee, the Mighty, the Great.
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To: Aqa Abdul-Ali, in Qazvin

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the All-Witnessing, the All-Informed. ! Jal)) 9

The Wronged One makes mention of one of His loved ones
in the prison, that he may be assured through God’s loving-
kindness, the Lord of all worlds. Your letter was presented
and read before His face. We have answered you with this
clear Tablet. Give thanks to God that He has aided you and
drawn you near, such that He has sent down for you from the
heaven of bounty that which brings tranquility to the hearts
of those who have turned towards Him. We have remembered
you, and this is yet another time. Verily your Lord is the
Compassionate, the All-Bountiful.

Say: Praise be to Thee for having guided me and answered me
from Thy Most Great Prison while Thou wert in the hands of
the heedless. I beseech Thee, O Lord of all names and Creator
of the heavens, by the lights of Thy throne and the attraction
of Thy call and the influence of Thy utterance, to assist me to
be steadfast in Thy Cause and to ordain for me the good of
this world and the next. Verily Thou art the Lord of all beings
and the Lord of the throne on high and of the dust below.
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BHO08523

To: Abu-Zafar, in Rangoon
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the One Who gazeth from His most exalted horizon.

O My loved ones! The meaning of steadfastness is to hold fast
to the Most Great Announcement in such wise that neither
the tempests of allusions nor the hurricanes of doubts shall
deter them. They shall regard as false and worthless those
who lay claim to the Cause thereafter. In the Bayan it is
stated that false claimants shall appear in every land. Such
souls are the cause of contention, dispute and corruption in
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the world. Blessed is the one who hath held fast to the Most
Great Name and found himself detached and free from all else
but God. By the life of God! He is of the people of Baha
and among those souls whose mention hath been recorded in
the books of the past and future, and inscribed by the Pen of
God’s Will. Remember thy Lord, detached from all else but
Him, and give glad tidings unto the servants with wisdom and
utterance of this mighty Cause and this perspicuous Book.
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To: Abdul-Karim et al.
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the Silent, the Speaking One!

O Abdul-Karim! The purpose of this Revelation is the pu-
rification of hearts from hatred and rancor, that perchance
the peoples of the world may be illumined with the light of
unity. We beseech God - exalted be His glory - not to deprive
the people of the earth from the Kawthar of the utterance of
the All-Merciful which floweth from the Supreme Pen. This is
that Water whereof He hath said: “And from water We made
all things living.” For this Water there are meanings beyond
counting. This is that Water which bestoweth eternal life and
everlasting existence, and illumineth hearts with the light of
divine knowledge. Blessed is he who hath recognized and par-
taken of it. O Muhammad-Mihdi! The Wronged One calleth
thee from the precincts of the Prison, and counseleth thee with
that which will exalt the Cause of God. Set aside what is with
the people, and hold fast unto that which is with God, the
Mighty, the Self-Subsisting.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

FRERCRIAIN

ol 58 s pqlin) 5 gpake g Slus |
Gl i BB Jol als & Lan 5 auai )
u"’)‘dﬁ‘@:lheﬁdﬁe;*’.é"}‘ I gy
bl el 8] § om0k 25 50,
o3 oasp Kb O Cd) e a2
022 Gla s b o) Ll e 8 <
o b s ) S KT O ] 30 50
P b 5 sl 5 A2 e e L
bt |y O 8ok sl 5 Gsb 515 ge
o St e o 2 L 25 5T
Cios Al o) 4 misy b a5 Ao i 015
A\x;u’mr,a\.uaucww
BB

BLIB_Or15712.101a

213

1

2



Vol. 87: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part IV

BH08613

BHO08533

To: Bagir
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

In the Name of the Lord of the Unseen and the Seen!

O Baqir! This Wronged One hath accepted the tribulations of
the world for the preservation of its peoples. By the life of God!
He hath had no purpose except to quench the fire of hatred and
animosity which blazeth in the hearts of the peoples. Yet the
deniers have uttered that which befitteth their own souls. The
justice of this Wronged One hath shone forth even as the sun
from the horizon of equity. For forty years We protected him
whom they had seized, setting God aside, and those who were
with him. Not the slightest harm befell any one of those souls.
Doth this incident not bear witness to the grace of God? The
deed is manifest and His grace evident, and yet the people
persist in obvious falsehood. Well is it with him who hath
heard and responded, and woe betide the heedless ones.
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To: Dal’ Jinab-i-B Z R who attained
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

In the Name of Him through Whom the fragrance of the All-
Merciful has wafted throughout all lands!

O My handmaiden! Upon thee be My glory. Hearken unto My
call from the direction of My prison. He, verily, is the Truth,
the Knower of things unseen. Today the fragrances of divine
bounty and generosity are wafting, and the ocean of giving is
manifest before all faces. He has confirmed His handmaidens
and caused them to attain unto His recognition in days when
most men and heroes, divines and scholars, are seen to be
deprived of the ocean of knowledge [...] This station has been
and remains lofty and exalted in the sight of the Lord of all
beings. Were the believing handmaidens to become aware of
this most exalted station and most glorious rank, they would
be occupied with praise and glorification throughout all their
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days. O My handmaiden! Strive diligently to preserve that
which hath been bestowed. This Wronged One counseleth all
to sanctification and detachment, and to that which beseemeth
the days of God, the Mighty, the All-Praised.
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BHO08596

To: Mahmud
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

O God! O All-Bountiful, All-Merciful One! These are my eyes
before Thy face, beseeching from Thee that which befitteth
Thy bounty, and declaring: O my God! Thou didst create
me to behold Thee; I implore Thee not to deprive me. And
these are my ears, declaring: Thou didst bring me forth from
nothingness to hearken; O All-Bountiful One, deny me not the
power to hear. All created things testify to Thy munificence. A
handful of poor ones stand before the Kingdom of Thy riches,
and a company of sinners stand before the waves of the ocean of
Thy forgiveness, yearning and supplicating for Thy boundless
grace. O Lord! Thy generosity hath made them bold, and Thy
bounty hath caused Thy servants to persist. Deprive them not;
both forgive and bestow Thy bounty. Thou art the Powerful,
the Mighty.
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BHO08120

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

In the Name of Him by Whom the believers have hastened to
the horizon of manifestation!

O friends! The verses have been sent down, the evidences are
manifest, and the Book is visible in such wise as to encompass
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the realm of hearts and understanding. Blessed are they who
arise to aid the Cause and who, through the hosts of wisdom
and utterance, take possession of the citadels of hearts. Con-
tention, conflict and corruption are characteristics of beasts -
we have left these to them. Love, fellowship, wisdom and ut-
terance are characteristics of man. Take what behooveth you,
placing your trust in God, the Single, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise. The beginning hath ever been and will continue to be
the recognition of God, exalted be His glory, and its end stead-
fastness therein, in such wise that the doubts, intimations and
expressions of the peoples of the world withhold and deprive
one not from the Most Great Name. This is the luminary of ut-
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Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

In the name of the All-Knowing God Gls Wlus <-L-,

The servants and handmaidens of the earth were brought from
nothingness into being for the purpose of serving the Cause
after recognizing the Sacred Being, and with lamentation and
wailing they beseeched God, exalted be His glory, for attain-
ment to the presence of the Day of Manifestation. Yet when the
luminous horizon appeared and the divine Gate was opened,
all turned away. Reflect upon this matter: Shaykh Muham-
mad Hasan Najafi, who was the most learned of Iran’s divines,
was deprived of recognition of the Dawning Place of the verses
of God, exalted be His glory, while the handmaidens of God
- who were mentioned in no gathering and were considered by
the heedless to be without station or rank - through God’s
grace attained the light of recognition and reposed upon the
throne of certitude. Give thanks to thy Lord for this great
bounty, O my handmaiden! Be not heedless of this station,
and preserve it through the Name of the Lord of all beings.
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BHO08461

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is God, exalted be He in wisdom and utterance

2 This is the Book of God which draweth mankind nigh unto

Him, and this is the Light of God which moveth before the
faces of them that are near unto Him, and this is the Sun
of God which guideth men unto His straight path. Blessed
is the eye that hath beheld the signs and the ear that hath
heard the call of the Mighty, the Wondrous One. Thy name
hath been mentioned in the presence of the Wronged One. We
have remembered thee as a token of Our grace, for verily I am
the All-Knowing Rememberer. Glorify the name of thy Lord,
then make mention of Him amongst His servants. Verily thy
Lord is He Who hath ever commanded from ancient times. He
aideth them that turn towards His good-pleasure and seizeth
them that denied Him when He came with manifest sovereignty.
Say:

My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having illumined
mine eyes with the lights of Thy utterance and honored mine
ears with hearkening to Thy call and strengthened my hands to
take hold of Thy Book and adorned my heart with the radiance
of Thy knowledge. I beseech Thee to make me steadfast in
Thy Cause and vocal in Thy praise. Verily Thou art the All-
Powerful, the Almighty, and worthy to grant this prayer.
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BHO08551

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the Healer, the

All-Powerful

O Ruhi! Upon thee be the peace of God, the Lord of all beings
and Lord of the throne on high and of earth below. We have
sent unto thee a Tablet from whose horizon shineth the light
of thy Lord’s mercy, the Compassionate, the Bountiful. We
beseech God to rain down upon thee from the heaven of grace
the rains of healing, to cleanse thee from every ailment, to

the All-Sufficing, the Almighty,
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cure thee of every malady, and to give thee to drink from His
ocean of healing and heaven of bounty and sun of grace. Verily
He is powerful over whatsoever He willeth through His word
“Be” and it is. Rejoice in thy Lord’s loving-kindness. Thine
is the praise, O Lord of all names, and Thine the glory, O
Desire of earth and heaven, for having remembered Me and
revealed unto Me that which hath brought solace to the eyes
of all beings in their chambers. Thou art He in Whose grasp
is the control of all names and attributes. There is none other
God but Thee, the Ever-Forgiving, the All-Merciful.
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BHO09153

To: Muhammad Tahir Malmiri
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

In His Name, the Most Holy above all Names

O Muhammad-Tahir! Today the Speaker of Sinai is seated
upon the Throne of Revelation and uttereth this most exalted
Word: O people of Baha! Hear ye the call of the Wronged
One from the precincts of ‘Akka, and follow not what is spo-
ken by the manifestations of idle fancies and vain imaginings.
Ye are they who have outstripped all who are on earth and
have attained unto that which none before you hath attained.
Ye turned towards Him in the earliest days and acknowledged
that which the Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken - the King-
dom is God’s, the Almighty, the Self-Subsisting. Soon will the
crier come unto you with a book from the dayspring of idle
fancies. Thus doth He inform you, from Whose presence is the
knowledge of all things in a mighty Book. Arise to serve the
Cause with such steadfastness as will not be prevented by the
turning away of the servants nor by the onslaught of them who
have disbelieved in the Witness and the Witnessed.
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BHO09129

To: Abbas et al.

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Informed! PRERALY 9

1

O Abbas! Change and transformation have been in the hand :}, = Syl A o b s e ole b o

of God’s power, glory be to His majesty. He has never been,
nor ever shall be, powerless over any matter. Without any veil
or covering He has been manifest and speaking. The people of
the kingdom and of the heavenly realm move and rest through
His Name. Reflect upon the transformation of the world - He
changed the day of supreme sorrow into the day of greatest
joy, that all might testify to God’s power. The Primal Point
declares that none but He has had or has any power. Glory be
to God! He says the people of Sinai are struck with thunderous
awe, yet still the deniers of the Bayan have spoken that which
no idolater has ever uttered. Blessed is the soul that has held
fast to the truth and become free and detached from all else
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BHO09151

To: Muhammad Husayn

Date: 1305 ¢ [1887-1888]

He is God! AIN}A

O Muhammad-Husayn! Man is, in the sight of God, even as a
tree. His leaves are forbearance and submission, and his fruits
are the knowledge of the All-Bountiful Lord. This tree is one
whose fruits remain forever and endure eternally. The fruits
of the tree of being have been and are countless, among them
trustworthiness, religiousness, kindliness, mercy, bounty, gen-
erosity and grace. It hath been said aforetime that a fruitless
tree is fit only for the fire. Now, praise be to God, the trees of
this Revelation are adorned with the fruits of love and knowl-
edge. We beseech Him that He may, at all times, send down
from the heaven of truth the spiritual rains upon these trees,
that they may remain verdant and flourishing before the face
of the Lord of all beings. This is of the bounty of God, the
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BHO08628

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the Dawning One from the horizon of eternity! S ) ol s

From the shrill voice of the Most Exalted Pen this most sublime I % 4% Lol Ue ¢4 o) e gé s 2
word was heard: “The King, the Kingdom belongs to God,
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the Lord of all mankind.

BHO09719

To: wife of Mirza Jani, in Kashan
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

In the name of the One Incomparable Knower! & bl ply

O My leaf and O My handmaiden! Thy mention hath been p\hﬁ Sl ys &5 el Ly @y L2
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remembrance. The world was created for the recognition of
the Ancient King, yet its people denied the divine proof and
rose up in ingratitude for His favors. Soon will the effects of
the wrath of the All-Compelling Name seize the wrongdoers
and dispatch the transgressors to the fire....
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BHO09669
To: Abdullah
Date: 1305 ¢ [1887-1888]
He is the One Who speaks the truth! G bl e

O Abdullah! The promised Day has come, and the mysteries
of the Resurrection and the signs of the Hour have become
manifest and evident. Blessed is the soul whom the veils of the
people of error did not prevent from the Self-Subsisting Lord,
nor held back from turning to the highest horizon. Say: Praise
be unto Thee, O my God, for having given me to drink, from
the hand of Thy bounty, the Kawthar of Thy loving-kindness. I
beseech Thee, by the pearls of the ocean of Thy knowledge and
wisdom, to ordain for me that which will draw me nigh unto
Thee and will aid me in serving Thee and serving Thy loved
ones. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise. I beseech Thee, O Lord of the worlds, by Thy Most
Great Name, to ordain for me the reward of those who have
attained unto Thy presence and have drunk the choice wine of
utterance from the cup of Thy generosity. Verily, Thou art the
Most Generous, the All-Forgiving, the Most Merciful.
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BHO09674

To: Ali Akbar

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

I am Hearer and am the Answerer. ! b ct:.J\ 4

O ‘Ali-Akbar! Today the people of the Most Sublime Vision
are souls whom the veils of humanity have not prevented or
deprived from turning toward the Lord of Power. By the Sun of
the horizon of the heaven of divine might! The people of Baha
are detached from all else save God. They have passed beyond
names and have made for and attained unto the sea of inner
meanings, reaching a station which the Pen is powerless to
mention and the tongue fails to describe. To this bears witness
the Book of God, the Most Great, in this mighty station. The
glory from Us be upon him who has witnessed and seen and
said: “Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of all beings and God of
the throne on high and of earth below!”
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BHO09649

To: Husayn
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the Just, the Wise!

O Husayn! God, glorified be His majesty, in His scriptures and
tablets hath commanded His servants to that which leads to
their exaltation and ascendancy. At all times He hath been
in the hands of the oppressors - for God’s sake He spoke and
for God’s sake He bore afflictions. Until now, God’s purpose
remaineth unknown to the people of the cities of tyranny and
oppression. They wander in the wilderness of heedlessness and
traverse the valley of greed. Beseech ye God that He may
quicken His servants through the rains of His mercy and bounty,
and grant them sight that they may be delivered from the
graves of ignorance and may see and find. Verily He is the
Wise Counsellor, the All-Knowing, the Clear Expositor, the
Compassionate, the Generous.
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BHO09677

To: Mashhadi Ali son of Sadiq et al.

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the Expositor, the All-Knowing! ﬁu\ L;\J.\ 9

O ‘Ali! In the days when the limbs of all names trembled
and were disturbed from fear of the wicked ones, this Wronged
One appeared from the horizon of power with the banner of
“He doeth whatsoever He willeth,” and without any wveil or
covering, summoned all before the faces of the princes and
divines to the Most Exalted Horizon. And when the light was
somewhat manifest and the fragrance of utterance was diffused,
the deniers of the Bayan rushed forth from behind the veil.
Say:

My God, my God! T beseech Thee by the Staff which van-
quished the swords, to make me gaze toward Thee, turn toward
the lights of Thy countenance, hold fast to Thy cord, and cling
to the hem of the robe of Thy grace. Verily Thou art the Pow-
erful over what Thou willest. There is no God but Thee, the
Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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BHO09710

To: Nasrullah
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

In His Name, the All-Compelling over all names!

O Nasru’llah! Say: O deniers of the Bayan! “He doeth what He
willeth” hath ever been and shall ever be the truth. No affair
among affairs and no deed among deeds is hidden from Him.
Were they to drink from the ocean of this blessed Word, they
would be enabled by the blessed words “We turn unto Thee.”
This Wronged One hath ever been and is occupied, night and
day, with the reformation of the world and the reconciliation
of hearts. Glory be to God! The deniers deny that which hath
been inscribed upon the tablet of the world in clear script by
the divine Pen. Blessed are they who possess true knowledge.
Give thanks unto thy Lord for having turned toward thee from
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the direction of the Prison and remembered thee with verses
from which hath shone forth the light of the utterance of thy
Lord, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassionate.
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BHO09653

To: Rida
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

In My Name Who is manifest from the horizon of eternity

O Rida! Hear My call. Verily it mentions thee in such wise as
will draw thee nigh unto God, the Mighty, the Praised. Blessed
is the servant who hath turned and attained unto that which
hath been sent down from the kingdom of the utterance of
his Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. By the life of
God! Neither the riches of the world nor whatsoever is with
the kings and rulers can equal one word thereof. When thou
hast attained unto My Tablet and found My fragrance, say:

My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having guided me,
made me to know Thee, given me to drink, and taught me. I
beseech Thee by the lamentation of the lovers and the cry of
them that are nigh unto Thee in their separation and remote-
ness from Thee, to make me steadfast in Thy Cause in such
wise that neither the hosts of doubts nor the intimations of
those who have disbelieved in the Day of Judgment shall keep
me back. Praise be to Thee, O God of the worlds!
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BHO09521

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the All-Remembering, the All-Knowing

The Supreme Pen beareth witness to thy turning, thy devotion
and thy presence. If thou wouldst reflect upon this most great
bounty, thou wouldst testify to the greatness, the power, the
grace and the mercy of God - exalted be His glory. In days
when princes, divines and people have arisen to oppose, the
Hand of Divine Power hath protected thee, and thou hast at-
tained unto a station that hath ever been the hope of them
that are nigh and sincere. Be thou thankful and say: “Praise
be unto Thee for having made me to know Thee, guided me,
caused me to hear, and honored me. I beseech Thee by Thy
Most Great Name to make me steadfast in Thy service and
Thy remembrance in such wise that nothing whatsoever shall
prevent me from turning unto Thee, O Lord of all names and
Creator of heaven!”
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BHO09598

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

My God, my Adored One, my Goal, my Beloved! My face is
turned toward the lights of Thy countenance, and my heart is
directed to the court of Thy favors. I beseech Thee by Thine
ancient bounty and Thy new generosity. Thou art that Om-
nipotent One Who through a single word hath fashioned the
heavens and the earth and caused them to be the emblems of
Thy Might, Thy Power and Thy Majesty; of Thy Grace, Thy
Bounty and Thy Generosity, that the possessors of vision may
behold the signs of Thy power and greatness in all things and
bear witness to Thy grandeur. O God! Do not deprive the poor
one from the gate of Thy riches, and do not forbid him from
the ocean of Thy bestowals. Thou art the Lord of bounty, the
Powerful, the Mighty, and the Supreme Ruler over all names.
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Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the One speaking with truth S bl s

O companions of the Ark! Hear the call of God, the Lord of
creation. He calls you unto Him and guides you to His clear
and straight path, and makes known to you that which will
elevate you, and teaches you that which will profit you. He
is verily the Most Merciful of the merciful ones. When thou
hearest the call from the supreme horizon, say:

My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for honoring me with
the traces of Thy Pen and adorning me with the ornament
of Thy love. I beseech Thee by the fruits of the Tree of Thy
Command and the lights of the horizon of Thy Manifestation
to make me steadfast in Thy love and firm in Thy Cause, and to
make me drink the choice wine of Thy utterance. O my Lord!
The poor one hath turned toward the kingdom of Thy riches
- I beseech Thee not to disappoint him from what Thou hast
ordained for Thy chosen ones. Verily Thou art powerful over
what Thou willest. There is no God but Thee, the Forgiving,
the Merciful.

DA Ly bl oI Tl il Sl L
,@.&\gu\wﬁg\g.\“u\&,\,

J5 eV dgv\ o T e 13 o))

K} ﬁ)\?—l{ 6:9;‘: Ty J&L\w& 3 Lf“ :
;&J&LE@L&QLJJ)@LJ\ \,,\,
< ¢ Sk g LJL~ Jf‘é‘lﬁ\J
Yol Sl Sl & S .\43,_:44}\:)\
Jo ol ol ) Slao Y w8 Le o2

f}\)y&n VALY ST L

BLIB_Or15712.157a

BH09624

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

In My Name, the All-Subduing over all names!

O My handmaiden! Today the Sun of Manifestation hath risen
and is shining from the horizon of the heaven of God’s Com-
mand, and the rustling of the Divine Lote-Tree is raised before
the faces of humanity. The pearls of knowledge that were hid-
den within the shells of the ocean of wisdom are now manifest
and visible before all faces. Yet the servants and handmaidens
have been prevented from the Lord of Names by the veils of the
divines. They martyred the Purpose of the world, and night
and day they strive and struggle to extinguish the Light of the
One Who conversed on Sinai. Glory be to God! They walk in
the path of vain imaginings and move according to the dictates
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BH10095

of self and passion. This day is the Lord of days. Blessed is the
soul that hath been illumined by the recognition of the Day of
God and hath attained unto the signs of the utterance of the
Purpose of all worlds.
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BHO09959

To: Ali Rida Khan, in Shiraz
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the Dawning One from the horizon of the heaven of Man-
ifestation!

Say: Glory be unto Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy
Most Great, Most Holy, Most Glorious Name, and by the light
of Thy Cause shining forth from the horizon of the heaven of
bounty, and by the waves of the ocean of Thy utterance, and
by the dawning-rays of the Sun of Thy proof, to ordain for me
through Thy Most Exalted Pen that which will draw me nigh
unto Thee, O Lord of all beings! O my Lord, I beseech Thee by
Thy Most Great signs and by the effulgent dawnings of the Sun
of Thy grace from the horizon of the world of creation, to open
before my face the door of Thy favor and might. Verily, Thou
art the Powerful over whatsoever Thou willest, and within Thy
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To: Ali Muhammad
Date: 1305 ¢ [1887-1888]

In His Name through Whom the fragrance of the All-Merciful
was wafted throughout creation!

O ‘Ali-Muhammad! Say: My God, my God! I beseech Thee
to make me steadfast in Thy Cause and firm in Thy love in
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such wise that I may choose for myself naught except what
Thou hast ordained for me. O my Lord! Strengthen my limbs
that I may lay down what I possess in hope of that which is
with Thee. I beseech Thee, O Lord of the worlds, by Thy
Command whereby Thou didst subdue the nations, to assist
me in all conditions to remember Thee and praise Thee and
serve Thy loved ones whom neither the clamor of the malicious
nor the opposition of the aggressive hath deterred. Verily Thou
art the Most Powerful of the powerful and the God of all who
are in the heavens and on earth.
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BH10072

To: Husayn
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

In the Name of the Ever-Abiding Speaker!

O Husayn! This Wronged One broke the seal of the sealed
wine in the name of the Self-Subsisting, and summoned all
the peoples of the world - be they princes, divines, mystics or
philosophers, male or female. Most failed to respond, being
occupied with the diverse colors of the world and its glory and
riches, and are so entangled that they had not, and have not,
time to hearken unto the Word of Truth. Heedless of the im-
mortal Kingdom, they cling to ephemeral hues. Blessed is the
soul whom the world and all that is therein hath not prevented
from the Most Exalted Horizon, nor deprived thereof.
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Vol. 87: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part IV BH10110
BH10074

To: Husayn

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is God! Al

O Husayn! The Wronged One of the horizons hath summoned
the people unto truth and commanded them to practice praise-
worthy conduct. Today the hosts which bear the standards of
triumph and the banners of victory have been and continue
to be goodly deeds and pleasing character. O My loved ones!
Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One and hold fast unto
the fear of God. He is the Helper and the Succourer. By the
command of God, exalted be His glory, corruption and con-
tention are condemned in His sight. Unity and concord and
love and fellowship are acceptable. This is the Cause that
hath been revealed in diverse Tablets from the heaven of the
will of the Lord of all beings and recorded and inscribed by the
Most Exalted Pen. Blessed are they that act accordingly.
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BH10110

To: Mahmud
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the Witness, the All-Hearing!

O Mahmud! We have commanded all to show forth love, af-
fection, fellowship and unity, and We have lifted the ignorant
prejudices, killing, corruption and whatsoever causes grief to
the hearts of God’s servants, the Lord of all worlds. We have
ordained victory through the hosts of wisdom and utterance,
and through deeds and character. Blessed is he who acts ac-
cording to that which hath been sent down from God, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise. Take hold of justice and fairness by
Our command, for He is the Commander, the Powerful. Thou
hast attained unto My mention before and at this time. Be
thankful unto God for this great bounty and say: Praise be
unto Thee, O God of all worlds!
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Vol. 87: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part IV BH10501
BH10115

To: Mashhadi Muhammad

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the Rememberer and the Remembered One. S g ST 9

O Mashhadi Muhammad! The deniers say that the people of
Baha are slayers of men. Say: No, by God! By whose command
was Dayyan martyred, and who removed Abu’l-Qasim from
the world? If you were to count their evil deeds, you could
not number them. The intention and desire of this Wronged

One has been to remove conflict and contention from the world.

To this testify the atoms of all created things and the Tablets
of God, the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. At all
times has this Wronged One been afflicted in the hands of
the oppressors. Say: Be fair, O people, and be not of the
wrongdoers. The Glory be from Us upon the people of Baha
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BH10501

To: Khadijih Sultan daughter of Ammih, in Kashan

Date: 1305 ¢ [1887-1888]

In the name of the Desire of the world. Ol 35ais ol

O my Leaf, O Khadijih! From the first days until now thou
hast been adorned with the effulgences of the lights of the
Sun of Truth and hast been nourished by the choice wine of
His utterance. Thy mention and thy service have ever been
remembered before the Wronged One and recorded by the Most
Exalted Pen in the Crimson Book. Praise be to God that thou
didst attain unto the Salsabil of His love and didst drink from
the Kawthar of His grace. By the life of God! Thy mention is
recorded in the most exalted Paradise. This is what My tongue
hath testified to in My Most Great Prison.
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BH10254

To: Haji Ali Yazdi

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is God! ‘Jj\ja 1

O spiritual friend, Haji Ali! The details concerning my brother
were submitted to the Most Holy Court. They commanded

that service to one’s mother is beloved in the sight of God.

They should return to their homeland. A Tablet of bounty

will be sent and their pilgrimage will be accepted, God willing.

Abdul-Karim Najafabadi from Alexandria has requested that
I obtain permission for him to turn towards the Most Holy
Court. Permission was granted. His honor Aqa Siyyid Ali
should write and give him the glad tidings of permission, and
write on my behalf that he should turn towards the Most Holy
Quarter. And you and Afraj should come. And peace. Diya’
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BH10473

To: Ali Akbar
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

In the Name of the One God!

O ‘Ali-Qabli-Akbar! Today, he who possesses insight is the
one who hath turned towards the Most Great Horizon. Today
the accepting and the rejecting appear in two forms. The ac-
cepting one saith: “My God, my God! Grant Thy servants a
portion from the ocean of awareness, and deprive them not of
the effulgent lights of the Luminary of vision. Thou didst de-
sire reunion; the Wronged One too desireth it, but the smoke
of heedless hearts hath become an obstacle, and the hatred of
souls hath appeared as an impenetrable barrier. We beseech
God to preserve thy reward like unto a treasure in His King-
dom. He is indeed the Preserver, the Powerful, the Mighty.”
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Vol. 87: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part IV BH10429
BH10444

To: Hasan

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

In the name of the Mother Book! <K (:\ el

O Hasan! His utterance: “I have written down in My mention
of Him these gem-like words: ‘No allusion of Mine can allude
unto Him, neither anything mentioned in the Bayan.”” From
this blessed word is established this supreme truth: that this
Most Great Manifestation and Mighty Announcement cannot
be known through the Primal Point and the Bayan. Therefore,
if any soul denies the divine verses and heavenly evidences and
lordly favors in this Manifestation, he is deprived of the Most
Great Ocean and forbidden from the effulgences of the lights
of the Sun of Truth. Take what has been revealed in truth and
be of those who are secure. Praise be to God, the Lord of the
worlds.
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BH10429

To: Khanum wife of Jalal and mother-in-law of Siyyid Mihdi Yazdi

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the Manifest, the All-Speaking

2 O My handmaiden! His honor Jalal, upon him be My glory,
hath attained the presence of the Wronged One and achieved
the honor of meeting Him. He made mention of thee. There-
fore, the Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken this exalted word:
Give thanks unto thy Lord, for He hath made mention of thee
in such wise that thy name shall endure throughout the king-
dom of God, the Lord of the worlds. We make mention of all
the handmaidens in that land and give them the glad-tidings
of God’s tender care - exalted be His glory. We beseech Him
to guide them all. He is the Powerful, the Mighty.
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Vol. 87: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part IV BH10497
BH10488

To: Maryam

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is God. ‘JJ\}A 1

O Maryam! The Ancient King in the Most Great Prison pro-
claims: Today is the sovereign of days - know thou its worth
and be occupied with the remembrance and praise of the Goal
of all worlds. The divine call hath so enraptured the moun-
tains, yet the servants remain deprived thereof. The fragrances
of revelation are diffused, yet all are forbidden from them save
whom God, the Lord of all worlds, hath willed. The hand-
maidens who have borne tribulations in the path of God - all
are mentioned in the Most Holy and Exalted Court and have
attained His special favors.
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BH10497

To: Nasrullah
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the All-Remembering, the All-Knowing

O Nasru’llah! Say: Praise be to Thee, O my God, for having
given me to drink from the Kawthar of Thy knowledge and
enabled me to turn toward Thy horizon. I beseech Thee by
the rain-showers of Thy mercy, which have caused the cities of
meaning and utterance to smile, to enable me to act according
to what Thou hast commanded me in Thy Mighty Book. O
my Lord! Thou seest the weak one clinging to the cord of Thy
power, awaiting the wonders of Thy generosity and grace. 1
beseech Thee not to disappoint him in what he seeketh from
the heaven of Thy mercy and the ocean of Thy bounty. Verily,
Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest. There is no
God but Thee, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.
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Vol. 87: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part IV BH10459
BH10456

To: Rajab-Ali

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

In the Name of the Lord of Being! sy S ply

O Rajab-‘Ali! We make mention of thee and command the
loved ones to that which profiteth them. Trustworthiness is
among the foremost ornaments. Blessed is he who is adorned
with this sacred and luminous ornament. It is the source of
glory and the mine of wealth and the repository of divine
names. Blessed is he who holdeth fast unto it - such a one
is reckoned with the people of this most exalted station be-
fore God. Rich is he who graspeth it, and poor is he who is
deprived of it, though he possess all the treasures of the earth.
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BH10459

To: Rida
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the Hearing, the Answering One!

O Rida! The Wronged One makes mention of thee - He Who
hath chosen for Himself no will or purpose, but hath chosen
the will of the Intended One and the purpose of God, the
Protector, the Self-Subsisting. When thou attainest unto the
ocean of My utterance, say: My God, my God! I beseech
Thee by Thy Most Great Signs and by the revelations of the
lights of the Dayspring of Thy Manifestation in the kingdom
of creation, to make me steadfast in Thy Cause and fluent in
Thy praise amidst Thy creatures. O my Lord! Deprive me not
of Thy Sealed Wine, sealed by Thy Name, the Self-Subsisting.
Then make me of those who have aided Thy Cause through the
hosts of wisdom and utterance. Verily, Thou art the Mighty,
the Glorious, the All-Bountiful.
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Vol. 87: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part IV BH10712
BH10461

To: Zaynul-Abidin

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is God ‘JJ\}A 1

O Zaynu’l-‘Abidin! The clear Book hath been sent down; they
have denied it. The fragrances of revelation were diffused; they
turned away from them. They cling to their vain desires and

are heedless of God. Such is the state of these heedless souls.

They are ablaze with the fire of hatred and strive to extinguish
the light of the Lord of all things. We beseech God to adorn
them with the ornament of justice and fairness that they may
recognize this Day and what hath appeared therein. Verily,
He is powerful over all things. Blindness a hundred thousand
degrees worse than the former is better and more excellent, for
the former was prevented from outward vision, but the latter
is deprived of eternal knowledge. Blessed are they that attain!
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BH10712

To: Sahibih Ammih Khanum, in Kashan
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the All-Seeing, and He is the All-Hearing!

O Aunt! We have taken the pearls of utterance from the Ocean
of the mercy of the All-Merciful and sent them unto thee. I
swear by the Sun of Truth that all that exists in the world of
creation cannot equal these pearls of utterance. Give thanks
unto thy Lord for this mighty favor and say: “Unto Thee be
praise, O Thou Who art wronged, and unto Thee be glory, O
Thou Who art imprisoned in the hands of the heedless ones!”

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Lo Gl 5 Ly gl 1
35 del ey oy Ol 50k UV aF L 2
o S Bl o8 @l b 5 et
433\&‘ Cwﬁ\dlbélc)i %Tb QL‘K d—y
b5 5 gl Jadl 1y Koy sl ale
Lg\g;w\&,r,w\ggw&

bl ) O ]

INBA23:077a

235


http://www.h-net.org/~bahai/diglib/Periodicals/Payam_i_Bahai/267.PDF#page=3
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v023/?page=56

Vol. 87: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part IV BH10676
BH10707

To: Abbas

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is God! Al g 1

O ‘Abbas! The world is receptive and its people are heedless.
They seek after thorns and thistles - that is, vain imaginings
and idle fancies - while turning away from the pearls of utter-
ance, clinging instead to pebbles and date-stones. Today there
are seekers for all things except the pearls of wisdom and utter-
ance that have appeared from the treasury of the Most Exalted
Pen. These remain without seeker or buyer. Ere long will the
world change and people will eagerly seek after them with their
very souls. Blessed are they that attain!
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BH10676

To: Abul-Hasan
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He overshadoweth all names.

O Abu’l-Hasan! We have heard your call and witnessed your
turning to Us. You intended to attain Our presence. We be-
seech God to assist you in that which befits the Days of God
and to ordain for you the reward of attaining His presence. To-
day steadfastness is the greatest of all deeds. Say: O friends!
The best garment in the sight of the Lord of Oneness, after
trustworthiness, has been and ever shall be truthfulness. Hold
fast unto it and be free and detached from its opposite.
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BH10943

BH10632

To: Ghulam-Husayn Khan
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

In My Name, that speaketh from the Most Great Prison

2 Say: Glory be unto Thee, O my God, Lord of all created things,
and glory be unto Thee, O my God, the Desire of all contingent
beings! I beseech Thee by Thy Name, the All-Subduing Lord
of the kingdom of names and attributes, and by the Dawning-
Place of Thy signs and the Manifestation of Thy clear tokens,
to aid me to serve Thy Cause. Then cause me, O my God, to
be steadfast in Thy Cause and to voice Thy praise. Then exalt
me, O my God, through Thy Name amongst Thy creation and
through my service amongst Thy servants. Verily, Thou art
the Almighty, the Glorious, the All-Bountiful.
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BH10943

To: Ali-Rida
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is God!

O ‘Ali-Rida! That which hath been revealed and sent down
from the Supreme Pen is the cause of salvation and prosperity
for all people, were they to observe with illumined hearts and
divine vision. Yet heedlessness hath prevented their eyes from
beholding. Ask God to assist all to that which beseemeth His
days. He is the All-Knowing, the All-Powerful.
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BH10952

To: Fatimih
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is God AJJ‘}A 1

O Fatimih, hold fast unto the Word and be free and detached Fb s 3l s W bl L 2
from aught else. Today the lights of the Sun of true Divine
Unity have shone forth by God’s command. How excellent is
the st(i;Lte of the OI.16 Who'hath attained unto it. At all times 5 Jbls s 0L s ST 5 oy
the rain of mercy is pouring down from the heaven of bounty, " 6lal ol b it T
yet the people remain heedless of it. Blessed is he who hath SRR g s
attained, and woe unto the heedless ones. BLIB_ Or15716.068.12
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BH10922

To: Hasan
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

O Hasan! Say: O deniers! The Herald, that is, the Primal [, *da% Ls:ufww oo o L;\ﬁ e b
Point, hath declared: “Verily, in every state He speaketh: ‘I, 41y & L;\ ols A.S" Sl &) 0340 3
verily, am God. There is none other God but Me, the Help in p:m sl Ul Y
Peril, the Self-Subsisting.”’
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all to the most holy, luminous and glorious court. Bl Ll ) 5 0 1 f e
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BH10923

To: Hasan
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is God!

O Hasan! The Light is imprisoned in darkness, and the Speaker
of the Mount is forbidden to speak, for the ears of the world are
occupied with listening to unworthy tales, while the Tongue of
Truth uttereth Its own praise and pondereth upon Its manifes-
tation and mysteries and signs. Soon shall the veil be lifted,
and the lights of the effulgences of the Sun of Truth shall illu-
mine and enlighten the world. He is the Powerful, the Mighty.
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BH10953

To: Mihdi
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

In the Name of Him Who speaketh in the Kingdom of Utter-
ance

O Pen! Make mention of him who hath turned unto thee and
attained unto the hearing of thy shrill voice and attained unto
thy presence and stood before thy face - he who hath been
named Mihdi in the Book of God, the Lord of the worlds. O Mi-
hdi! Rejoice in thy station, then render thanks unto thy Lord
Who hath fulfilled His promise concerning thee and caused thee
to hear His call and made thee know His station. Verily, He is
the Forgiving, the Merciful.
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To: Sakinih Khatun

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

In the name of the All-Knowing Speaker! bls bus S rLg 1

O Sakinih, thou hast heard the call of the Wronged One, before

and after, and hast drunk from the choice wine of utterance.

The Ever-Abiding Truth hath ever been and will continue to
be turned with the glance of loving-kindness toward His male
and female servants. His mercy hath preceded all, His grace
hath encompassed all. Strive, that perchance there may appear
from thee a deed befitting these days. Verily thy Lord is the
Helper, the All-Knowing.
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BH10934

To: Siyyid Muhammad
Date: 1305 ¢ [1887-1888]

He is God!

O Siyyid Muhammad! Say: My God, my God! I beseech Thee
by the lights of Thy throne and the manifestations of Thy
power, and by the Lamp through which Thy dominion and
Thy kingdom were illumined, and by Thy Most Great Name
whereby the ocean of recognition surged before the faces of the
peoples, to ordain for me that which will draw me nigh unto
Thee and make me steadfast in Thy Cause - the Cause whereby
the feet of the people of Thy realm have slipped. Verily Thou
art the One Who hath power to do what Thou willest through
Thy word “Be” and it is.
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BH10812

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the One Who speaks the Truth! S bl s

> Ha, Sin. We have remembered you with a remembrance that | 3 @ Kl ooy e $h SUSS o
shall endure throughout the duration of the Kingdom of God,
the Lord of Lords. Verily He hath come from the heaven of . } .
immortality with a Cause before which neither the hosts of Sak ol S Liw‘ Q‘M\;WJY\W Sy dns
earth nor of the heavens can stand. Beware lest the might Cas 13 <)l Sl 4l o sledl 5 s
of the wicked keep thee back from God, the Lord of all men. 6‘“‘:‘ b SO A A B Sl
When thou hearest My call, say: “My God, my God! Praise be |, &pw}ﬁ e dl. SOl S JY
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to Thee for having enabled me to turn towards Thee. I beseech A LA
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Thee to make me successful in this Cause whereby feet have
Shpped.” BLIB_ Or15734.1.116b
BH10997

To: Amatullah Jani, in Nayriz
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

In the Name of the All-Knowing Speaker! bls *ous ('LL'

Today the ocean of mercy is surging and the breezes of forgive- Lz 5| ol 2 riu P C\;‘ Sy £y ]
ness are wafting from the direction of the favor of the Desire of K e s s 53 O 3 guaie e
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with the ornament of divine pardon. The Tongue of Grandeur .. | o fJL.» :P ) dade s 65l
has given and continues to give glad-tidings to all. We be- T
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BH11147

To: Shahrbanu, in Nayriz
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is the Possessor by rightful claim

O My handmaiden! Today this word was heard from the
Blessed Tree: “Blessed is the servant who has inhaled the fra-
grance of My garment and clung to the hem of My loving-
kindness, and blessed is the handmaiden who has attained to
My recognition and witnessed that which the Tongue of My
grandeur has witnessed in My mighty and wondrous Kingdom.”
Glory be upon My handmaidens who have believed in the One,
the All-Informed.
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BH11190

To: Mihdi (father of Isma’il) et al.
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

O Mihdi! Upon thee be My Glory! Today thou and the hon-
ored Siyyid Mustafa, upon him be My Glory, and the others
must arise in perfect unity and harmony to exalt the Word
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BH11162

To: Husayn

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is God! &) a1

O Husayn! He doeth whatsoever He willeth and ordaineth
whatsoever He desireth. The Banner of Revelation hath been
raised. This is the Revelation which the people of the world
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were promised. The divine Books are adorned with Its mention
and speak forth Its name. Yet the deaf of the world remain
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BH11180

To: Muhammad

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is God! &) g

O Muhammad! Muhammad, the Messenger of God, came be-
fore. The wrongdoers denied Him - among them were those
who turned away from Him, those who opposed Him, those who
declared Him an infidel, and those who issued death sentences
against Him. But God banished them through His sovereignty
and elevated Him through the truth, until the limbs of the op-
pressors trembled at His justice and the hearts of the ungodly
at His oneness.
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BH11181

To: Muhammad Husayn
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is God!

O Muhammad Husayn! Say: O deniers, what do you under-
stand by “the Day when mankind shall stand before the Lord
of the worlds,” and by “when thy Lord shall come, and the
angels rank on rank”? Say: The Sun of Truth hath risen, the
Ocean of Utterance is surging - deprive not yourselves. While
time remaineth, hold fast unto the cord of return. Verily, He
is the Ever-Forgiving, the Merciful.
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BH11217

To: Aga Mirza Husayni, in Shiraz
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

...In this Day, every handmaid who attaineth to the recognition
of the Desire of the world is reckoned, in the Book of God,
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BH11343

To: Kazim

Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is God! Al

O Kazim, say: My God, my God! Purify the ears of Thy
servants with the water of detachment that they may hearken
unto Thy most sweet call. O Lord! I am the poor one who
hath aimed at the ultimate goal and the most exalted summit -
deprive me not of the wonders of Thy grace and bounty. Verily,
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Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Possessor of great favor. (:L'-'M Joadl 53 ;‘Zﬂ‘
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BH11336

To: Sadiq

Date: 1305 ¢ [1887-1888]

He is God. &l

O Sadiq! Say: O friends! If you drink from the Kawthar that
lies concealed within the blessed words “verily He is praised
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in His deeds and obeyed in His command,” you will find your- p\!ﬁ‘b SHle #adal ys A2 sdalie 513

selves detached and free from all save God. Reflection on these
blessed words is essential. Blessed are they who reflect.

el 35
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BH11446
To: Muhammad Husayn
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]
He is God! &) g

O Muhammad Husayn! Your brother mentioned you, and We
have mentioned you with verses that were the cause of insight
among humanity and the greatest means for the recognition of
the peoples. Be thankful to your Lord for this great gift and
this mighty grace.
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BH11448

To: Nasrullah
Date: 1305 ? [1887-1888]

He is God.

O Nasru’llah! Your name was present before the Wronged
One and He hath remembered thee with that which shall be
recorded in the book of thy deeds as the recompense of those
who have drawn nigh and those who are near. Verily thy Lord
is the All-Merciful, the Bountiful, and the Most Merciful of the
merciful ones.
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BHO03060

Date: 1305 [1887-1888]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful

My God, my God! Every seeing one beareth witness to Thy
greatness and power, and every hearing one to Thy might and
strength and authority. Thou art He Who, O God of Names
and Creator of heaven, hath deposited within all things among
created things the traces of Thy handiwork and the manifes-
tations of Thy grace and loving-kindness. Everything hath
testified with its inner tongue to Thy oneness and singleness,
and that Thou art God, there is no God but Thee. O my
Lord! Thou seest one who hath acknowledged that which the
tongue of Thy grandeur hath spoken and that which hath been
sent down from the heaven of Thy Will and the atmosphere
of Thy Purpose - he hath heard and responded and turned
with his heart toward Thy most exalted horizon, the station
wherein Thy sweetest call was raised, and hath turned toward
the Manifestation of Thy mysteries and the Dawning-Place of
Thy inspiration on a day wherein the servants denied Thy proof
and turned away from Thy Cause and disbelieved in Thy signs
and favors and warred against Thy Self and disputed what was
sent down from the kingdom of Thy utterance.

3 O my Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy Most Great Signs and by
that which hath flowed from Thy Most Exalted Pen and by
that which lay hidden in the shells of Thy protection and the
depths of Thy mercy, to ordain for him that which will draw
him nigh unto Thee in all conditions and cause him to drink
from the Kawthar of Thy bounty at morn and eventide. Verily
Thou art the Self-Sufficient, the Most High. There is no God
but Thee, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful. O my God! I beseech
Thee, O God of the world and my Goal and the Goal of the
nations, to bless those whom the books of the world prevented
not from turning to Thy Most Great Book, nor did the might
of nations hinder from facing the lights of Thy countenance,
O Lord of eternity! O my Lord! Illumine their hearts with
the lights of Thy knowledge, then kindle them with the fire of
Thy love. Thou art He Whom the doubts of the transgressors
cannot frustrate, nor the cawing of the crows. Thou doest
what Thou willest by Thy sovereignty, and Thou art indeed
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

He is the Helper
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5 That which was sent through the beloved of the heart, his
honor Aga Mirza Asadu’llah, upon him be the Glory of God,
the Most Glorious, reached this servant in the prison, and like-
wise the feast was carried out with the utmost joy and fragrance
along with visitation on behalf of that honored one, and was
adorned with the ornament of acceptance in the year 1305.
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BHO05410

To: Mirza Ali Muhammad Yazdi (Varqa)
Date: 1305 [1887-1888]

In the name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted, Most
Glorious Lord!

Glorified art Thou, O my God, my Best-Beloved and my Ob-
ject of worship! Thou hearest the call of Thy loved ones and
beholdest the deeds of Thy chosen ones. They see for them-
selves no mention, praise, utterance, deed or end save through
Thy power, bounty and grace. The ornaments of the world are
gathered unto them solely that they might spend them in Thy
path, and they love naught of all things save for the exalta-
tion of Thy Word and the promotion of Thy Cause. These are
Thy chosen ones amidst Thy creation and Thy trusted ones
throughout Thy lands. They sit not but through Thy name,
they rise not but in Thy remembrance, and they eat not save
it be mingled with thanksgiving and praise unto Thee.

I beseech Thee, O Thou around Whom circle the Concourse
on High, to assist them in all conditions even as Thou didst
assist them before, that there might appear from them at all
times that which ascendeth unto Thee and which is perfumed
with the fragrance of Thy good-pleasure. Moreover I beseech
Thee, O Thou Sovereign of bounty and Lord of the Kingdom of
Names, by Thy most sweet call and by the signs of Thy power
in the kingdom of creation, to rain down from the heaven of
Thy grace upon him who hath confined his affairs to Thy men-
tion and praise amongst Thy servants and who hath arisen to
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serve Thy Cause, the rain-showers of Thy generosity, the gen-
tle drops of Thy munificence and the outpourings of Thy fa-
vors. Verily Thou art the Potent over whatsoever Thou willest.
There is none other God but Thee, the Ordainer, the All-Wise.

JHT _S#099

BHO06027

To: Muhammad Bagir Afnan
Date: 1305 [1887-1888]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord!

My God, my God! Illumine the eyes of Thy servants that
they may behold the pearls of Thy wisdom and knowledge.
Then cause them to hear that which will attract them to the
Dayspring of Thy Revelation, the Dawning-Place of Thy man-
ifestation, and the Source of Thy commandments and ordi-
nances. Glorified art Thou, O my God and my Purpose! I
testify that Thou hast appeared and revealed that which pre-
serveth the servants from the arrows of self and passion and
from the swords of transgression and iniquity. All this Thou
hast manifested from the ocean of Thy bounty and the heaven
of Thy generosity.

I beseech Thee, O Helper of the oppressed and Refuge of the
distressed, by Thy Most Great Name through which the limbs
of the oppressors among Thy creatures and the aggressive ones
among Thy servants have trembled, to aid him who hath cast
behind him the stations of the world and the cities of the na-
tions, and hath taken for himself an abode in the shade of the
Tree of Thy singleness and a station beneath the canopies of
Thy grandeur. Thou art He Whom neither the clamor of the
world nor the might of nations can hinder. Verily, Thou art
the Mighty, the Glorious, the All-Bountiful.

He is the Helper

5 The letter of his honor Afnan, Aqa Mirza Muhammad-Baqir,
upon him be the Glory of God, the Most Glorious, containing
seventy-six tumans was received by this servant in the prison
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through Jinab-i-Amin, upon him be the Glory of God and His
favor, in the year 1305.

JHT S#080

BHO06588

To: Haji Mirza Muhammad Afnan
Date: 1305 [1887-1888]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Glorified art Thou, O Thou through Whose Name the hearts
of the yearning ones have found comfort, through Whose re-
membrance the hearts of the believers have soared, through
Whose knowledge the faces of the sincere ones have been illu-
mined, and in Whose love the blood of the lovers hath been
shed throughout all regions by reason of what the hands of the
oppressors have wrought.

I beseech Thee, O Lord of existence and Source of bounty,
by Thy Name, the Loving, to assist Thy servants to draw nigh
unto Thee and to hold fast unto the cord of Thy providence and
to cling to the hem of Thy mercy with such steadfastness that
neither the doubts of the perverters of truth nor the whispers of
the clamorers may keep them back from drawing near unto the
ocean of Thy grace and the heaven of Thy bestowals. O Lord!
Thou seest one of the Afnan who hath turned toward Thee and
arisen to serve Thy Cause and hath spoken forth in Thy love
that which the tongue of Thy grandeur hath testified to in Thy
most exalted station and Thy most glorious horizon. O Lord!
Ordain for him that which shall bring joy to all eyes. Verily,
Thou art the Almighty, the All-Glorious, the Unconstrained.

He is the Helper

5 The letter of His Honor Afnan Haji Mirza Muhammad, upon
him be the Glory of God the Most Glorious - two payments of
thirty-eight tumans each were received by this servant through
Jinab-i-Amin, upon him be the Glory and Grace of God, in the
year 1305.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

PN Vzp‘y\ oY s, o

Bl 55 o) Kol o b Sl
&bjau 9 d,\,}l\ u}\a s.))ua J;Ja 9
&Lﬁivgﬂnﬂ&d}u«ng\o?)u‘)f

u\lu\ al cadSI e ub‘}/\dgu\

Sl sl dlan o) Sl L Sl
5 Sl e Sile a4F Ol spsy)
Sery ik 2t Ssle gt L3
A.)\JLN\ Yo u\lxl\ Ols L@;wc Y MWL
;Lc‘ &w} J! uJ,aJ\u,c«u\A;U\
S J3 Sbsl v (o5 oy ) Slae
il S G gy Sl s o pls
o)y LV Salie 3 Seakie Ol &
a1y gl a5l d 5% S sl g0V

S sl el el K

A3l
.@\jy@\»ub:—db\uj»‘@f :
dbjw)woﬂjbw‘wﬂ\ Lr-uc
AJANL&JAM\ L‘,-A\.lcuw\uj».)aw

R Owé%w)(iélb

INBA23:266, AQMJ2.105

249


https://joshuahalltranslations.com/jalal/2017/10/Supplications-by-Bahaullah-1.pdf#page=38
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v023/?page=151
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/b/MMQ2/mmq2-106.html

Vol. 87: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part IV

BH07691

BHO07122

To: Siyyid Ali Khalajabadi
Date: 1305 [1887-1888]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord!

Glorified art Thou, O my God, my Lord, my Support, my
Goal and my Beloved! This servant of Thine doth testify and
acknowledge that which the tongue of Thy grandeur hath spo-
ken and that which Thou hast revealed in Thy Books, Thy
Scriptures and Thy Tablets. I beseech Thee, O Thou Who
doth illumine the horizons with the lights of Thy countenance,
Who doth purify hearts with the Kawthar of Thy utterance,
Who doth crown heads with the diadem of Thy bounty, and
Who doth adorn temples with the ornament of turning unto
Thy horizon, to send down from the heaven of Thy grace upon
Thy loved ones a blessing from Thee, a table from Thy heaven,
and a benediction from Thy presence. Verily Thou art the All-
Bountiful, possessed of great favor. O Lord! Thou seest one
who hath turned unto Thee, who hath spoken in Thy praise
and glory, and who hath arisen to serve Thee. I beseech Thee
to make him a standard of Thy Name amidst Thy creation and
a banner of Thy remembrance amongst Thy servants. Verily
Thou art the Powerful, He to Whose might and power and
strength and grandeur and sovereignty all things have testi-
fied. There is none other God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.
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BHO07691

To: Hasan Shahabadi Farahani
Date: 1305 [1887-1888]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Glorified art Thou, O Thou in Whose grasp are the reins of
all created things and the controlling forces of all existence!
I beseech Thee by those meanings that no words can contain
and no veils can reach, to send down from the clouds of Thy
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mercy upon them that are near unto Thee among Thy creation
that which will exalt them through Thy Name amongst Thy
servants and draw them nigh unto Thee in Thy days.

I beseech Thee, O Illuminator of the world and He Who hath
appeared through the Most Great Name, to cause the hearts
of those who are sincere toward Thee to be set ablaze with
the heat of Thy love, that they may cast aside their desires
and hold fast unto that which Thou hast willed through Thy
command. O Lord! Thou seest what hath befallen Thy loved
ones at the hands of the oppressors among Thy creation, and
Thou beholdest their helplessness in the grasp of the tyrannical
ones among Thine enemies. I beseech Thee by Thy Name
through which Thou didst protect Him Who conversed with
Thee from the evil of the Pharaoh of the age, to protect them
that seek Thee from those who are moved by the winds of self
and passion. Verily, Thou art the Lord of all men, the Lord of
the throne on high and of earth below, and Thou art, in truth,
the Almighty, the All-Powerful.
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BHO07840

To: Mirza Mahmud Afnan son of Muhammad Taqi Afnan
Date: 1305 [1887-1888]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord!

Praise be unto Thee, O my God, inasmuch as Thou hast guided
Thy servants to the court of Thy manifestation, and made
known unto them Thy proof and Thy path, and revealed unto
them that which lay hidden in Thy knowledge. I beseech Thee
by the light of Thy Cause whereby Thou hast illumined the
horizons of the hearts of Thy chosen ones in Thy days, and by
the ornament of Thy kinship wherewith Thou hast, through
Thy bounty and generosity, adorned their temples, to ordain
for them that which will exalt them among Thy creation. O
Lord! Thou beholdest them clinging fast unto Thee and unto
Thy verses. They have drunk the choice wine of Thy utter-
ance before Thy face, and have entered the gate of Thy mercy
which Thou hadst opened unto all who are in Thy heaven and
on Thine earth. Through Thy might and power they have
advanced until they attained the salsabil of reunion from the

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

PR ol Y by ol

et Jl Sole s L AL ad) SO
O bl S 5 KU R SHseb
Sl s Szl Sl 3150 06 L b
5 Kbl & Sols 581 GUT )5 & (sl
Sapt o e b iy il S 51
) S o b o o 505 0L K5
Gy &@"SQ&;"‘W’; gy
S Samy Sl s 5 Ky plol KL
sl 5 Koyl 5 Sl 3 e o aud
o ) oot 1536 01 I ST 5 S
Sashy) 5 Sk ST Sy Sl oy e
Tao ¥l sasledly 36 oL Law ol K

251


https://joshuahalltranslations.com/jalal/2017/10/Supplications-by-Bahaullah-1.pdf#page=58
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/559.pdf#page=42

Vol. 87: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1305 A.H. (1887-1888) part IV BHO07841

hand of Thy bounty and the kawthar of meeting through Thy
leave and will. I beseech Thee to ordain for those who have
attained unto vision and hearing the best of the world to come
and of this world. Verily Thou art the All-Compassionate, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise. There is none other God but Thee,
the Mighty, the All-Praised.
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BHO07841

To: Mirza Muhammad Afshar
Date: 1305 [1887-1888]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Praise be unto Thee, O my God, and thanksgiving be unto
Thee, O my Goal and the Goal of all who are in the heavens
and on earth, for having guided Thy servants unto Thy path
and given them to drink from the cup of Thy love and made
known unto them that which draweth them nigh unto Thee
and that which Thou hast sent down from Thy Most Exalted
Pen in Thy Books and Thy Tablets.

I beseech Thee, O Lord, by the mysteries hidden within Thy
knowledge and treasured within Thy Books, to aid Thy loved
ones to champion Thy Cause through the hosts of Thy verses
and Thy clear proofs. O Lord! Thou seest him who hath arisen
amongst Thy servants to make mention of Thee and to praise
Thee, desiring naught but to spread abroad that which Thou
hast revealed in Thy Book. I beseech Thee by the movement
of Thy Most Exalted Pen and its rustling, and by the Lote-
Tree beyond which there is no passing and its whispering, to
strengthen him at all times to spread abroad Thy signs, O
Thou in Whose grasp is the control of all religions. Verily,
Thou art the Powerful over whatsoever Thou willest. There is
none other God but Thee, the Mighty, the Ever-Helping.
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BHO08267

To: Muhammad Bagir Khalajabadi et al.
Date: 1305 [1887-1888]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord!

Glory be to Thee, O my God! This, Thy servant, beareth wit-
ness to the richness of Thy Being and the poverty of Thy ser-
vants, and to the greatness of Thy Cause and Thy sovereignty.
I beseech Thee, O Thou Who causeth the rivers to flow and
sendeth forth the winds, by Thy Name through which Thou
didst open the gates of bounty before the faces of all peoples,
to aid him who hath turned toward Thee and hath voiced Thy
praise on a day wherein most of Thy creatures have turned
away from Thee. Then write down for him, O God of the
worlds, that which beseemeth Thy generosity and Thy bounty.
Verily, Thou art the One Who hath power over whatsoever
Thou willest, and within Thy grasp are the reins of all who
are in the heavens and on earth. There is none other God but
Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

He is the Helper

The letter of his honor Aqa Mirza Muhammad-Bagqir and the
leaf his wife, upon them both be the Glory of God, together
with nineteen (19) tumans through Jinab-i-Amin, upon him be
the Glory of God and His loving-kindness, reached the servant
in the year 1305.
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BHO08015

To: Ustad Muhammad Ardikani
Date: 1305 [1887-1888]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord!

My God, my God! Thou hearest the lamentation of Thy chosen
ones, and their cries in their separation from Thee, and their
wailing at what hath befallen them from the enemies of Thy
Self. T beseech Thee by the Lamp of Thy mercy wherewith
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Thou hast illumined the cities of wisdom and utterance, to

assist the followers of all religions to justice and benevolence.
Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the Glorious, the All-Bountiful.

There is no God but Thee, the Overseer of all creation. O Lord!
Thou seest him who hath turned toward Thee, submissive to
Thy command and obedient to Thy decree. I beseech Thee to
make his deeds radiant with the lights of Thy acceptance and
adorned with the ornament of Thy bounty. Verily, Thou art
the Single, the One, the Mighty, the Overseer, the Glorious,
the All-Knowing.

He is the Helper

The remittance of Ustad Muhammad, upon him be the Glory
of God, in the amount of thirty-eight (38) tumans, was received
by this servant through Jinab-i-Amin, upon him be the Glory
of God and His favor, in the year 1305.
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BHO08648

To: Mirza Musa, in Dahaj
Date: 1305 [1887-1888]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord!

My God, my God! Withhold not Thy chosen ones from
the oceans of Thy bounty and generosity. Transform, O my
God, their transgressions into forgiveness, their weakness into
strength, their agitation into tranquility, and their silence into
remembrance and utterance, through the wisdom Thou hast
ordained through Thy Most Exalted Pen. O Lord! Assist
them with the hosts of Thy power and might, then ordain for
them what Thou hast ordained for them that are detached
among Thy trusted ones. Verily Thou art the One Who
chooseth through Thy will, Who is manifest through Thy
Manifestation, and Who speaketh in Thy prison. There is no
God but Thee, the Almighty, the All-Compelling, the Mighty,
the Most Bountiful.

He is the Helper

The letter of his honor Aga Mirza Musa, upon him be the Glory
of God, together with the sum of ten tumans, was received by
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BHO09407

To: Haji Muhammad Husayn Yazdi, in Alezandria
Date: 1305 [1887-1888]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the 6\;}/\ Z}J\ VL;Y\ uu@;\!\ L,) o]
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious
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of Thy grace. Thou art verily the Almighty, the Powerful, the ADM3#025 p.036
Most Bountiful.
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BHO09873

To: Aqa Siyyid Ahmad, in Qum
Date: 1305 [1887-1888]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

Glorified art Thou, O my God and the God of the throne
and earth and the Goal of all desire! I beseech Thee by the
rain-showers of the clouds of Thy mercy and the lights of the
splendor of Thy countenance, and by Thy Name through which
Thou hast encompassed all created things and before Whose
manifestation all beings have bowed down in submission, to
assist Thy loved ones to remember Thee and praise Thee and to
stand firm in their love for Thee. O Lord! Thou seest him who
hath turned toward Thy horizon and desired to serve Thee and
to diffuse the fragrance of Thy good-pleasure. I beseech Thee,
O Cleaver of the dawn and Sender of the winds, to protect
him from the evil of those who have denied Thee and Thy
signs. Then accept his deed through Thy grace and bounty.
Verily, Thou art the Most Merciful of the merciful ones.
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BHO09895

To: Ustad Muhammad Ardikani
Date: 1305 [1887-1888]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

2 God, our Lord and the Lord of earth and heaven, beareth wit-
ness that there is none other God but Him, the Single, the
One, the Powerful, the Unconstrained. Glory be unto Thee, O
God of all mankind and Revealer of commandments and laws!
I beseech Thee by the fragrances of Thy days and the manifes-
tations of Thy greatness in Thy lands to assist them that have
turned toward the Most Great Steadfastness, that the doubts
of the factions and the intimations of those who have denied
the Beginning and the Return may not deter them. Then I
beseech Thee to ordain for those who have sought Thee that
which Thou hast ordained for the sincere among Thy creation
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and the near ones among Thy creatures. Verily, Thou art pow- N ALY T L Jo jueall ol S V<-; Y

erful over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other God
but Thee, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.
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BH10269

To: Ali Milans
Date: 1305 [1887-1888]

In the name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

Glorified be He Who hath awakened His servants through His
call, and raised them to the heaven of His knowledge, and
adorned them with the ornament of justice through His grace
and bounty. O my Lord! Thou seest him who hath turned
toward Thee and hearest his confession of Thy oneness and
singleness. I beseech Thee by the murmur of the water of
Thy bounty, from which is heard the acknowledgment of that
which Thy Books and Thy Scriptures and Thy Tablets have
acknowledged, that Thou open before his face the doors of
Thy providence and Thy grace. Then grant him every good
thing Thou hast sent down in Thy Book. Verily, Thou art the
All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

JHT S#195

PR vz;y\ oY L o

AV iy 5 41 esle B3 (gl Ol
2§y esse Jadl 3k N-;)') ub e ol
Blje) med 5 S B o 65 & il
Lo Sl Koy Seflusy
4 0Bl kY e ped ) S
dery Jo i OV Sy ST 5 S
s K ) ;5 Sas 5 Sale Oyl

a5 dladl il S SE G o)

ADM3#023 p.033

BH10272

To: Mirza Muhammad Ibrahim Tabib
Date: 1305 [1887-1888]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Glory be unto Thee, O my God! I testify that the light of Thy
days hath encompassed Thy servants, and Thy most sweet call
hath awakened those who slumbered among Thy creation. I
beseech Thee by the suns of the heavens of Thy Revelation
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and the trees of Thy paradise and garden, to protect Thy loved
ones from the evil of Thine enemies, then aid them with the
hosts of wisdom and utterance. Verily Thou art the Mighty,
the Powerful, the All-Bountiful. O my Lord! Thou seest Thy
servant turning toward the gate of Thy grandeur and clinging
to the cord of Thy grace. I beseech Thee to ordain for him the
good of this world and the next. Verily Thou art the Lord of all
creation, there is none other God but Thee, the All-Bountiful,
the Most Generous.
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BH10403

To: Aga Muhammad Ali Maz et al.
Date: 1305 [1887-1888]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

He is the One Who calleth betwixt earth and heaven, and He
is the One manifest through the Greatest Name in the world.
I beseech Thee, O God of Names and Creator of heaven, to
assist Thy loved ones who have cast behind their backs the
manifestations of idle fancies and vain imaginings, and have
taken hold of that which Thou didst command them in Thy
mighty Book. O Lord! Ordain for them every good thing
which Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones, then adorn
them with the ornament of steadfastness in Thy Cause. Verily,
Thou art the Almighty, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful. There
is no God but Thee, the Self-Sufficient, the Most Exalted.
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BH10299

BH10383

To: Aziz Khan
Date: 1305 [1887-1888]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having shown unto Thy
loved ones the waves of the ocean of Thy utterance and the
effulgences of the Daystar of Thy bounty, and for having sent
down for each one of them that which surpasseth all the riches
and ornaments of the world and whatsoever hath been ordained
therein. I beseech Thee, O Thou Who art the Sovereign of
existence and the Ruler of the seen and the unseen, to assist
whosoever hath turned towards Thee and hath sought Thy
nearness and Thy good-pleasure and to act according to that
which Thou hast revealed in Thy perspicuous Book. There
is no God but Thee, the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise.
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BH10299

To: Haji Muhammad Ali son of Ammih from Kashan
Date: 1305 [1887-1888]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord!

Glorified art Thou, O Thou at whose separation the near ones
have lamented and by whose utterance the sincere ones have
been drawn! I beseech Thee by the light of Thy Cause whereby
the cities of knowledge and wisdom have been illumined, that
Thou aid him who hath heard Thy sweetest call and hath an-
swered Thee, O Lord of all beings! O my Lord, ordain for him
from the ocean of Thy mercy a portion, and from the stars of
Thy bounty a share, and from the revelations of Thy Name, the
Self-Subsisting, that which befitteth Thy generosity, O Thou
Who hast power over what was and what shall be!
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BH10522

To: Agqa Muhammad Rida Nahhas, in Nazareth
Date: 1305 [1887-1888]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

My God, my God! Make Thy protection my right hand and
Thy safeguarding my left hand and Thy remembrance before
me and Thy praise above my head. I beseech Thee by Thy
signs which none but Thee can reckon, and by Thy mysteries
which none but Thee can fathom, to assist Thy servants in that
which befitteth Thy days. Then aid, O my God, him who hath
turned unto Thee and held fast unto Thy cord and done that
which Thou didst command him in Thy Book. Verily Thou
art the All-Bountiful, the All-Generous.
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BH10580

To: Aga Mirza Muhammad Mihdi Vaiz Rashti
Date: 1305 [1887-1888]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

Glorified art Thou, O my God! T testify that the ocean of
Thy mercy hath surged before the faces of Thy servants, and
the sun of Thy grace hath shone forth from the horizon of the
heaven of Thy bounty. I beseech Thee by that which is within
Thy knowledge, which none hath known except Thyself, and
by the winds through whose rushing sound Thy remembrance
and praise are heard, to assist Thy servant who hath cast away
all else save Thee, turning toward the horizon of Thy bestowals.
Then ordain for him every good thing which Thou hast sent
down in Thy Book. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the Power-
ful.
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BH10994

To: Abdu’l-Ahad Shirvani
Date: 1305 [1887-1888]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the @C%Y\ &J\ V.Ja.;\“ d.\ép\!\ L,) o]
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious
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Study guide to this volume

The fourth and final volume of 1305 A.H. (1887-88) closes the batch covered by this series with a
characteristic late-period combination: intimate pastoral correspondence that names and addresses
individual believers, doctrinal precision that establishes the independence of the new revelation
from its Babi predecessor, and the most economical theological statement in the entire sequence.
BH00204’s declaration that “the first word is the recognition of God, the Lord of all worlds, and
the second is steadfastness in His Cause” reduces the entire spiritual program of the period to two
essentials — not a simplification but a clarification: every teaching about deeds, character, trust-
worthiness, unity, and wisdom in speech is the elaboration of what recognition and steadfastness
mean in practice. BH10444 provides the doctrinal foundation by citing the Bab’s own words that
no allusion of His can allude to “Him Whom God shall make manifest,” establishing that the inde-
pendence of the new revelation was declared by its own predecessor. BHO0863 — a vast composite
pastoral circular — names believer after believer, weaving a community of recognition across the
distances of exile and persecution. And a luminous passage in BH00204 about Abdullah Ansari,
who “died in yearning for My call, not having heard from the Kingdom of My utterance,” opens
the question of the fate of those who sought but did not reach the revelation in their lifetime.

The Two Words: Recognition and Steadfastness as the Essence of
Salvation

Key Passages

The first word is the recognition of God, the Lord of all worlds, and the second is
steadfastness in His Cause. Thus hath it been sent down from the Pen of Revelation,
when He Who conversed on Sinai was seated upon the throne of Manifestation. O men
of earth! Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One. By God! He desireth naught for
Himself. He hath sacrificed His joy, His delight, His glory, His felicity and His comfort
for the refinement of your souls and your entry into the Most Exalted Paradise.
BH00204

We have enjoined upon Our loved ones wisdom and utterance, the reformation of the
world and the refinement of the souls of nations. Blessed is he who hath heard My call,
and woe betide every froward denier. Thus have We lit the lamp of utterance in the
niche of knowledge. Blessed is he who hath attained, and woe betide every heedless
doubter. — BH00204
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O Arslan! We counsel those who have believed to unity and concord. By the life of
God! Through these twin pillars the horizons are illumined. Blessed is he who hath
heard, and woe betide him who hath denied and broken the Covenant. = — BH00204

Context for Study

The reduction of the entire spiritual program of the late-period tablets to two words — recognition
(ma‘rifat) and steadfastness (istigamat) — is among the most theologically compressed statements
in Baha'u’llah’s writings. Recognition of God in this context means specifically the recognition of
God through His Manifestation in this Day, since the divine essence is categorically beyond direct
recognition. Steadfastness means the maintenance of that recognition through the accumulated
pressures of persecution, doubt, internal dissension, and the passage of time. The sequence is delib-
erate: recognition comes first, and without it steadfastness has no object; but recognition without
steadfastness is unstable, and the history of every previous dispensation is a record of communities
that achieved the first without sustaining the second. The Islamic shahada (testimony) has a struc-
tural analogy: it couples the negation (“there is no god”) with the affirmation (“but God”), making
the confession complete only in its two-part movement. Paul’s account of faith requires both ini-
tial reception (“if you confess with your mouth... and believe in your heart,” Romans 10:9) and
endurance (“having done all, stand,” Ephesians 6:13). The Buddhist path requires both samadhi
(concentrated awareness) and wviriya (effort or persistence). What is distinctive in Baha'u’llah’s
formulation is the explicit identification of recognition as the first word — a recognition that is
not merely intellectual assent but the kind of transformation that makes steadfastness possible
and gives it a specific directional quality: steadfastness in His Cause, not merely steadfastness in
general.

Questions for Reflection

1. The spiritual life is reduced to two words: recognition and steadfastness. Does this reduc-
tion illuminate a genuine structure, or does it oversimplify the multidimensional ethic of the
tablets? How do deeds, character, trustworthiness, unity, and wisdom fit within this two-term
framework?

2. What is the relationship between recognition and steadfastness? Can one have genuine recog-
nition without steadfastness? Can one have steadfastness without genuine recognition? Com-
pare with Paul’s account of faith that must produce “the obedience of faith” (Romans 1:5) and
with the Buddhist insistence that wisdom (panna) and effort (viriya) are equally necessary.

3. The declaration couples the two words with the claim that Baha’u’llah has “sacrificed His
joy, His delight, His glory, His felicity and His comfort” for the benefit of humanity. What
is the rhetorical and theological function of this autobiographical self-disclosure? Compare
with Paul’s “list of sufferings” (2 Corinthians 11:24-28) and with the hadith qudsi in which
God declares His love for the Prophet.

4. “The reformation of the world and the refinement of the souls of nations” are paired as the
purpose of the enjoined wisdom and utterance. What is the relationship between civilizational
reformation and individual moral refinement? Are they sequential (refinement first, then
reformation) or simultaneous?
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5. Unity and concord are described as “twin pillars” through which “the horizons are illumined.”
How does this architectural metaphor — pillars that uphold a structure that illumines —
relate to the two words of salvation? Is unity a consequence of shared recognition and stead-
fastness, or an independent third requirement?

Beyond the Bayan: The Independence of the New Revelation

Key Passages

O Hasan! His utterance: “I have written down in My mention of Him these gem-like
words: ‘No allusion of Mine can allude unto Him, neither anything mentioned in the
Bayan.” From this blessed word is established this supreme truth: that this Most Great
Manifestation and Mighty Announcement cannot be known through the Primal Point
and the Bayan. Therefore, if any soul denies the divine verses and heavenly evidences
and lordly favors in this Manifestation, he is deprived of the Most Great Ocean and
forbidden from the effulgences of the lights of the Sun of Truth. Take what has been
revealed in truth and be of those who are secure. — BH10444

How many a learned one hath been prevented by pride, and how many an ignorant one
hath heard and hastened to the Dawning-Place of verses! How many a servant hath
turned away from the Truth, and how many a handmaiden hath heard and responded,
saying: “Thine be the praise, O Thou Who art the Desire of the world!” — BH00204

O Muhammad! Remember when Muhammad, the Apostle of God, came: all who dwelt
on earth turned away from Him. Some declared that He had disbelieved in God, others
pronounced Him a lying impostor, while yet others called Him a sorcerer who spoke
from selfish desire. Thus did the people speak concerning His Cause — the firm, the
sacred, the mighty, the wondrous. — BHO00863

Context for Study

BH10444 is brief but theologically decisive. It cites, as the definitive evidence for the independence
of the new revelation, a statement by the Bab Himself: “No allusion of Mine can allude unto Him,
neither anything mentioned in the Bayan.” This is the most authoritative possible declaration of
the new dispensation’s independence, because it comes from the figure whose tradition (Babism)
is at issue. The argument is structurally elegant: the Bayani community claims fidelity to the Bab;
the Bab Himself declared that the coming revelation cannot be measured by the categories of His
own; therefore the Bayani community’s adherence to those categories, when it prevents them from
recognizing Baha’u’llah, is a form of infidelity to the very figure it claims to serve. This is the
same structure as Paul’s argument in Galatians that those who insist on circumcision as required
for salvation are being unfaithful to the promise God gave to Abraham, since Abraham himself
was justified before circumcision was instituted (Galatians 3:17). Or the rabbinic argument that
those who refused to acknowledge Jesus (from the Jewish perspective) were actually being faithful
to the full scope of the covenant. The historical pattern noted in BH0O0863 — Muhammad denied,
called an impostor — provides the archetypal context: the rejection of the new revelation by those
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who profess the previous one is the invariant structure of sacred history, and recognition of this
structure is itself a form of theological wisdom.

Questions for Reflection

1.

The Bab’s own declaration that “no allusion of Mine can allude unto Him, neither anything
mentioned in the Bayan” is cited as the authoritative proof of the new revelation’s indepen-
dence. What is the logical structure of this argument? Compare with Paul’s use of Abraham
as the proof that the law of Moses is not ultimate (Galatians 3), and with the way Jesus cites
the Psalms as evidence against the scribes (Mark 12:36-37).

. If the categories of the Bayan cannot contain or adequately describe the new Manifestation,

what does this imply about the relationship between any religious tradition and the reality
it points toward? Does this principle apply to the Baha’i revelation itself, with respect to
future manifestations?

. “How many a learned one hath been prevented by pride, and how many an ignorant one

hath heard and hastened.” This inversion of the expected relationship between learning and
recognition is a recurring theme. What does the consistent association of learning with pride
and of simplicity with openness teach about the nature of spiritual receptivity?

. The historical archetype of Muhammad denied as an impostor, cited in BH00863, situates

Baha’u’llah’s rejection within a pattern. What is the spiritual function of seeing one’s own
situation within a typological pattern? Does it console or does it challenge?

. How does the principle of the Bayan’s inadequacy to describe the new Manifestation relate

to the apophatic theology of BH01952 (volume 85), where all created praise is said to be
ultimately self-referential? Are these the same principle at work in different registers?

The Pastoral Circular: Naming a Community Across Distance

Key Passages

Praise, sanctified from worldly conditions, the intimations of the peoples, the doubts of
the antagonists, and the clamor of the deniers, beseemeth the Most Holy and Exalted
Court of Him Who is the Desired One, Who in every moment hath, like unto a copious
rain from the heaven of His bounty, sent down verses. No one who remembered Him
was deprived of His grace, and no seeker was denied from the ocean of His verses. —
BH00863

O Qanbar! Take hold of trustworthiness in My name and set aside whatsoever is contrary
to it. God hath made it the primary adornment for the temples of all religions. Blessed
is he who hath clung to it, recognized its station, been illumined by its light, and grasped
its hem. Thus hath the Tongue of Grandeur spoken while seated upon the throne of
utterance. — BHO00863
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O Mashhadi Hussein! Take hold of faithfulness as a command from the Creator of
heaven. Blessed is the temple adorned therewith, the hand that graspeth it, and the

servant who recognizeth its station, by the command of God, the Mighty, the Supreme,
the Self-Subsisting. — BHO00863

Context for Study

BHO00863 is the most extensive example in this volume of what might be called the pastoral circular:
a tablet that addresses dozens of named believers in rapid succession, giving each a brief word of
recognition, counsel, or encouragement. The form is significant. Each address follows the same
pattern: the person’s name is called, a specific virtue is commended to them, and the word of the
Wronged One is cited as the authority for the counsel. The cumulative effect is the constitution
of a community: the persons named are brought into relation with one another not primarily by
geographical proximity or social tie but by the shared fact of having been named in the same
divine utterance. This is consistent with the theology of divine remembrance that runs through
all the volumes: to be named in the presence of the Manifestation is itself a form of spiritual
realization. The virtue commended varies by person: Qanbar is given trustworthiness; Mashhadi
Hussein is given faithfulness; others receive justice, goodly character, or unity. The diversity of
counsel within the unity of form suggests that Baha’u’llah understood different individuals to need
different emphases — that the community is not uniform but is constituted by the complementary
development of different virtues in different persons. The extension of the circular beyond Iranian
believers to Milan and Saysan (mentioned in the draft synopsis) indicates the widening geographic
horizon of this late-period pastoral work.

Questions for Reflection

1. BH00863 addresses dozens of named individuals in sequence, giving each a specific virtue
and a brief word. What is the theological significance of this mode of address? Compare
with the way the Book of Revelation addresses the seven churches of Asia Minor individually
(Revelation 2-3), each with a specific commendation and warning, and with the way Paul
opens his letters with specific greetings to named individuals.

2. The diversity of virtues commended — trustworthiness to one, faithfulness to another, justice
to a third — suggests a differentiated pastoral awareness. What does this imply about the
nature of spiritual counsel? Compare with the Sufi master’s custom of giving each disciple a
specific dhikr (remembrance formula) matched to their spiritual condition.

3. The fact of being named in the tablet is itself described as a form of divine recognition.
What is the relationship between being named and being known? Compare with the Hebrew
theological understanding of names as expressions of identity, with the Qur’anic doctrine that
God taught Adam the names of all things, and with existentialist accounts of the importance
of being recognized as a distinct person.

4. The extension of the circular to communities outside Iran (Milan, Saysan) indicates a widen-
ing geographic scope. What does this geographic expansion reveal about how Baha’u’llah
understood the community being formed in these years?
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5. How does the pastoral circular function as an instrument of community formation? What
kind of community does the practice of being remembered individually, but gathered into a
common text, create?

Silence and Utterance: The Discipline of Contextually Appropriate
Speech

Key Passages

Be silent in the station of silence, and speaking in the station of utterance, and ex-
pounding in times of exposition. Thus doth He Who possesseth the knowledge of all
things command you in a perspicuous Book. He loveth silence and enjoineth it upon
all. Verily your Lord, the All-Merciful, is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. — BH00204

Say: O friends of God in the lands! Cast away that which ye have been forbidden
and take hold of that which ye have been commanded in the Book. Blessed is he who
hath remained silent concerning that which is unworthy of mention. Thus hath the
Tongue of Grandeur spoken as a command from His presence, and He is the Mighty,
the Unconstrained. — BH00204

O party of God! The dark smoke of deeds and conduct hath prevented the world from
beholding the Most Sublime Horizon. The embodiment of tyranny hath established
itself above justice, and the treacherous one hath usurped the station of the trustworthy.
Beseech ye God that He may illumine the peoples of the world with the lights of the Most
Great Name and render them pure and sanctified from the adornments and vanities of
the world. — BHO02276

Context for Study

The instruction to “be silent in the station of silence, and speaking in the station of utterance,
and expounding in times of exposition” is a principle of situational discernment that governs the
entire pastoral method of this volume. The late ‘Akkd period is one in which the community faces
multiple simultaneous pressures: the opposition of the Bayani and Azali factions who produce false
reports, the political hostility of the Ottoman and Persian governments, and the internal tendency
toward disputation and division. In each of these contexts, the appropriate response is different:
sometimes silence is the highest form of wisdom (withholding from what is unworthy of mention);
sometimes utterance is required (when the truth must be spoken in the face of falsehood); sometimes
detailed exposition is necessary (when understanding is genuinely sought). The Sufi tradition has an
elaborate account of the stations of speech and silence (samt): al-Ghazali devotes several chapters
of the Ihya’ to the spiritual dangers of excessive speech, while other masters have written of the
samit (silent one) as the highest type. Jesus’s silences before Herod and Pilate (Luke 23:9; Matthew
27:14) are among the most theologically freighted moments in the Gospels, demonstrating that the
right response to certain questions is no response at all. BH00204’s formulation is notable for its
insistence that all three modalities — silence, speech, and exposition — are positive commands
rather than prohibitions: it is not merely that one should avoid inappropriate speech, but that one
should actively inhabit the appropriate mode for each situation.
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Questions for Reflection

1. “Be silent in the station of silence, and speaking in the station of utterance.” How does

one discern which station one is in? What criteria does the surrounding context of BH00204
suggest? Compare with al-Ghazali’s account in the IThya’ of the conditions under which speech
is obligatory, recommended, neutral, discouraged, or prohibited.

. Jesus’s deliberate silence before Herod and Pilate is often read as a form of testimony. Can
silence be a form of utterance? What does it communicate that speech cannot? Compare
with the Quaker tradition of silent worship as the primary mode of divine encounter.

. “He loveth silence and enjoineth it upon all” This divine love of silence is striking in a
revelation characterized by an extraordinary outpouring of words. How does one reconcile
the divine love of silence with the divine command to speak? Compare with the Sufi paradox
of the khamush (silent) mystic who has received the most from the divine outpouring.

. BH02276’s account of a world where “the embodiment of tyranny hath established itself
above justice, and the treacherous one hath usurped the station of the trustworthy” describes
a systematic inversion of moral order. What is the relationship between discernment of
appropriate speech and resistance to such systemic inversion? Is silence in the face of injustice
ever appropriate?

. How does the principle of contextually appropriate speech relate to the broader ethic of
wisdom (hikmat) that runs through all the volumes in this batch? Is wisdom primarily a
quality of timing and context, or is it deeper than this?

Died in Yearning: The Mystery of Those Who Did Not Hear

Key Passages

O servant of God! Abdullah, known as Ansari, died in yearning for My call, not having
heard from the Kingdom of My utterance. O My servant! Thou hearest at this time,
through the grace of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. O My servant! Hear My call
from the direction of My prison. It behooveth thee, in recognition of this bounty, to be
ever mindful of My verses throughout thy days, detached from all else but Me, thankful
for the wonders of My grace, submissive to My command. — BHO00204

Blessed is the heart that hath been purified from rancor and hatred, illumined with the
light of unity, and adorned with the ornament of the fear of God. The Wronged One
remembereth him who remembereth Him, and asketh God to assist His servants in that
which He loveth and is pleased with, and to enable them to perform deeds which shall
be a treasured possession with Him. He is the Protector of the sincere ones. —
BH00204

Choose what is praiseworthy under all conditions. This is what ye have been commanded
in the Scriptures and Tablets. Blessed is he who loveth the world for the sake of God,
the Lord of the ancient days. He hath created creation as a token of His grace, that His
Self might be known, and as the Dawning-Place of His signs and the Dayspring of His
firm Command. — BHO00204
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Context for Study

The brief notice of Abdullah Ansari — who “died in yearning for My call, not having heard from
the Kingdom of My utterance” — is one of the most emotionally charged passages in the late-
period corpus. Its import is theological as well as pastoral. It acknowledges that there are sincere
souls who yearned for the revelation but did not, in this life, receive it: they died in the condition
of seeking without having found. This raises one of the most persistent questions in theology of
religions: what is the spiritual fate of sincere seekers who genuinely desire the truth but are not
reached by the revelation in their lifetime? Baha’u’llah’s response here is pastoral rather than
systematic: He names Abdullah Ansari in the tablet, commemorates his yearning, and addresses
the correspondent who is hearing the call now as the recipient of the grace that Abdullah did
not receive. The implicit argument is one of asymmetric responsibility: because Abdullah did not
receive the call, the one who does receive it bears a proportionally greater obligation — to be
“mindful of My verses throughout thy days” in recognition of this unmerited bounty. Compare
with the parable of the servants to whom different amounts are entrusted (Matthew 25:14-30): the
one who receives more bears a proportionally greater responsibility. The mystical traditions of all
the great religions have grappled with this question, sometimes through doctrines of intermediate
states (purgatory, the barzakh), sometimes through ideas of a loving divine grace that finds its way
to sincere hearts through means not visible to human observers.

Questions for Reflection

1. Abdullah Ansari died yearning for the call but did not hear it in his lifetime. What are
the theological implications of this? Compare with the Catholic doctrine of purgatory as a
post-mortem purification that can include those who sought God sincerely without full access
to the Gospel, with the Islamic concept of those who lived in the jahiliyya (time of ignorance)
before the Prophet, and with Karl Rahner’s concept of the “anonymous Christian.”

2. The response to Abdullah Ansari’s situation is not a doctrinal statement but a pastoral
address to the living correspondent: “Thou hearest at this time, through the grace of God.”
What does this pastoral turn reveal about how Baha’u’llah handles unanswerable theological
questions?

3. Does the commemoration of Abdullah Ansari imply that his yearning was itself spiritually
significant, even in the absence of explicit recognition? What would Baha’u’llah’s broader
theology of recognition suggest about the spiritual standing of sincere seekers who did not
reach the revelation?

4. “Blessed is he who loveth the world for the sake of God.” This affirmation of the world’s
goodness — “He hath created creation as a token of His grace” — appears at the close of
a passage that otherwise emphasizes detachment from the world. How does the love of the
world for God’s sake differ from ordinary worldly attachment?

5. How does the passage about Abdullah Ansari function as an implicit argument for the urgency
of service to those who are currently within reach of the call? Does the contemplation of those
who did not hear intensify the obligation of those who do?
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A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

The final volume of this series closes not with a dramatic proclamation but with a whisper: the name
of a man who died in yearning, a briefness of pastoral address, a reduction of the whole spiritual life
to two words. Volume 87 is the volume of endings and distillations: recognition and steadfastness
as the essence; the Bab’s own declaration as the proof of the new revelation’s independence; a
community constituted by being named rather than gathered; contextually appropriate silence and
speech as the governing discipline; and the mystery of sincere souls who sought and did not find.
In each case the late-period synthesis is the same: what is required is interior, what is offered is
beyond all reckoning, and the measure of having received the gift is the quality of the life with
which one responds.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: If the spiritual life is ultimately
reducible to recognition and steadfastness — and if both of these are gifts of grace
received rather than achievements of will — what is the human contribution to one’s
own spiritual formation, and what sustains the steadfastness of those who do receive
the recognition, in the face of the knowledge that Abdullah Ansari died in yearning
without ever having heard?
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