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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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‘Abdu’l-Baha

I. Pre- and early ministry

108. Pre-ministry letters and writings (before June 1892)
109. The Secret of Divine Civilization (1875)
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111. Letters and utterances in the year 1892
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113. Letters and utterances in the year 1894
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119. Letters and utterances in the year 1899
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123-124. Letters and utterances in the year 1901 I-II
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127-129. Letters and utterances in the year 1903 I-III
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141-144. Letters and utterances in the year 1909 I-IV

II. Travels to Egypt and the West
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150-156. Letters and utterances in the year 1912 I-VII
157. Letters and utterances, Dec. 1912 — Jan. 1913
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169. Memorials of the Faithful (1916)
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Introduction to volume 89

This second volume from 1306/1888-1889 is marked above all by the combination of late doc-
trinal assurance and intimate pastoral governance that characterizes Baha’u’llah’s final years in
‘Akka. Much of the collection consists of tablets of encouragement, commendation, intercession,
and practical direction addressed to named believers, yet these are repeatedly framed by emphatic
reaffirmations of the truth and universality of the Cause, the blindness of its opponents, and the spir-
itual urgency of justice, steadfastness, and detachment. BH11870 is the clearest example: though
formally occasioned by correspondence from a believer, it expands into a powerful retrospective
defense of the Manifestation, a denunciation of Shi’i and Azali opposition, a striking recollection of
Mirza Yahya’s impotence during the Baghdad—Edirne period, and warm commendations of figures
such as Mirza Abu’l-Fadl, while also preserving valuable glimpses of pilgrimage, teaching activity,
intercession, and even the approval of medical practice as a means of service. BH01212 likewise
stands out for its broad historical meditation on the rise of Islam and the subsequent abasement
of the Muslim world, using that contrast to call the believers back to moral renewal and faithful
observance.

Several shorter tablets are noteworthy because they distill major themes into compact forms.
BH02217, evidently revealed on the occasion of a wedding, is especially memorable: rather than
offering merely conventional felicitations, it becomes an elevated peroration on love itself, present-
ing love as both the animating power of the world and a force that humbles, wounds, illumines,
and gathers humanity. BH11831 deserves notice for its concentrated treatment of the inner state
proper to obligatory prayer, defining true prayer as radical self-effacement before the divine will.
BHO01149 is notable for its address to an Afnan and, more particularly, for its terse but vivid notice
of the martyrdom of Ruhi, whose death is attributed to his refusal to consent to corruption.

The volume also preserves a revealing cross-section of communal life. BH00178 is especially valuable
for the succession of individualized blessings addressed to women and family members—Fatimih,
Khadijih, Rabi’ih, and others—showing how the economy of revelation extended into domestic and
gendered devotional space, while still reiterating the same central polarity of certitude versus vain
imagining. Other brief tablets, such as BH04516 and BH06187, are little more than prayers for one
who has attained the prison-presence, but precisely for that reason they witness to the continuing
religious centrality of pilgrimage to ‘Akka in this period. Taken as a whole, the volume is less a
book of grand public pronouncements than a record of a mature sacred community being sustained,
corrected, consoled, and bound together by a constant flow of revelation—one in which doctrinal
apologetic, spiritual counsel, practical administration, and personal affection remain inseparably
joined.
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BH11870

BH11870

To: Aqa Rasul from Rasht et al.
Date: 1306-05 [1889-Jan]

In the name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the All-Glorious!

Praise be to God Who hath appeared and caused to appear
that which hath broken the necks of the Pharaohs and caused
the limbs of the tyrants to tremble-they who denied God’s
proof and His evidence, who turned away from His sovereignty,
who rejected His signs, and who are the divines of Persia
that pronounced judgment against the Dawning-Place of God’s
verses and the Dayspring of His evidences, who shed His blood
and slew His loved ones and His friends. God is quit of them,
and so too are the Concourse on High and the dwellers of the
most exalted Paradise, and they who circle round His mighty
Throne. Glory and praise be unto them whom neither clamor
nor the howling of those who violated the Covenant of God, the
Almighty, the All-Powerful, could deter. Praise be unto Thee,
O my God, for having illumined the people of Baha with the
light of Thy knowledge and for having sent down unto them
from the heaven of Thy bounty that which hath gladdened the
eyes of the sincere ones among Thy creatures. 1 beseech Thee
to make them the signs of Thy remembrance and the standards
of Thy Cause in Thy lands. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the
All-Powerful.

Thereafter, the letter of that spiritual beloved arrived like a
divine herald from the realm of inner meanings, bearing mul-
tiple glad-tidings: first, the glad-tidings of divine love; second,
of arising to serve His Cause; and third, news of that honored
one’s health and well-being. Fach of these is, in truth, a per-
fect bounty and an all-encompassing favor. Its perusal wafted
the breezes of joy and diffused the fragrance of delight. Praise
be to the Goal of all the worlds for having caused that spiri-
tual beloved to be enkindled with the fire of His Lote-Tree—an
enkindlement whose heat is manifest from the words of his
letter. After its perusal, it was presented before the Divine
Presence and achieved the honor of being heard. This is what
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the tongue of our Lord, the Most Merciful, uttered in the King-
dom of Utterance—His Word: “His light hath shone forth and
His sovereignty hath been made manifest.”

He is the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful.

O Messenger! Upon thee be the Glory of God, the Lord of
the seen and the unseen! On this day all things are engaged
in praise, glorification and thanksgiving. At this moment the
sun proclaims with the loudest voice “The All-Bountiful has
come!” and the trees cry out “The Chosen One has appeared!”,
while the Concourse on High declares “The veil has been rent
asunder and He Who is the Lord of the Kingdom of Names is
established upon the Throne of Utterance!” The very atoms of
the world give each other glad tidings of the lights of the King-
dom and the appearance of the Lord of the Realm of Might.
Yet few are found who have ears worthy to hear.

In all the Books, Scriptures and Psalms this Day has been
named the Day of God, yet most of the people of the world
remain heedless, veiled and opposed. The people of utterance
are striving with the utmost endeavor to extinguish the divine
light and quench the fire of the celestial Tree. This Wronged
One has been, from the earliest days until now, a captive and
prisoner in the hands of the enemies. Nevertheless, they have
said that which no oppressor has ever said. Say: O people!
Today this blessed word, which is the essence of all Books and
Scriptures, has been recorded by the Most Exalted Pen and set
before the face of the Lord of all mankind, namely: “He doeth
what He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth.”

O thou who speakest My praise! Were the people of the earth
to become aware of the hidden treasure within this blessed
Word, all would hasten to circle round it and would cleave
to that which is with God rather than to that which is with
them. Today the river of mercy flows from the Pen, the light
of utterance shines forth from the horizon of the heaven of pos-
sibility, and the ocean of knowledge surges before the faces of
the world. Yet those souls who are consumed by the fire of
hatred and malice are deprived and forbidden from all these.
Base nature has reached such a point that they occupy them-
selves with false tales of old. Those who are engaged in service
before His face have clung to such a person while remaining
heedless and veiled from the Truth.

The river of mercy proclaims with the loudest call: O people!
Hold fast to justice and cleave to equity. Your idle fancies will
not suffice you in place of the Lord of all beings, nor will your
conjectures suffice in place of His Name, the Self-Subsisting.
Cast aside the book of your own selves and take hold of the
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Book of God, the Lord of all that was and shall be. He calls
out with the most exalted voice: O concourse of earth and
heaven! Be fair in this Cause whereby the limbs of the world
and the hearts of nations have trembled, and in that which
hath appeared from His presence. Be not of those who observe
and deny, who hear the call yet turn away from it, who hear
the verses yet dispute them. These, verily, comprehend not.

Say: O people! I was asleep when the Call awakened Me, and
I was silent when the Truth, the Knower of the unseen, caused
Me to speak and commanded Me to raise My voice in this
atmosphere. This is not My crime, if ye be fair. Fear God, O
people, and follow not the desires of every ignorant one, nor
follow those who have denied the Witness and the Witnessed.
Were it not for the Glory, who would stand before all faces and
who would guide the servants to the path of God, the Mighty,
the All-Loving? Through Him the Trumpet was blown, the
dwellers of the graves arose, and the Cause of God appeared
before the eyes of the princes and kings. Through Him were
the signs of God spread abroad, the mysteries unveiled, the
lights made manifest, and the seas set in motion.

O Rasul! Upon thee be My loving-kindness. I was walking
within the House and speaking words whose true meaning the
peoples of the earth have been debarred from comprehending,
and to whose hearing their ears have been closed, save such as
God, the Lord of this exalted station, hath willed. The servant
in attendance entered bearing thy letter and laid it before the
Wronged One. We have remembered thee through this sealed
Tablet, which crieth aloud and proclaimeth: The promise hath
come to pass, and this is the Promised One. Fear God, O peo-
ple, and follow not every ignorant outcast. From thy letter We
perceived the fragrance of thy love and of thy service for the
sake of God, the Lord of the seen and the unseen. Blessed be
thy pen, and thy tongue, and thy heart, and whosoever hear-
keneth unto thy word concerning this Most Great Announce-
ment, which hath appeared as a command from God, the Lord
of all being.

O Lord my Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy tribulations and
imprisonment and by what hath befallen Thee in the prison-
city of Ta, and by the lights of Thy Revelation and the stations
that have been honored by Thy footsteps and the cities that
have been illumined by the radiance of Thy countenance and
the things that have been adorned by Thy glance and the air
wherein arose Thy sighs at what hath befallen Thy loved ones,
to assist Thy servants to return unto Thee. Every fair-minded
one beareth witness to Thy greatness and Thy power and to
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the ocean of Thy bounty and the heaven of Thy grace. O
Lord! Aid them to achieve that which Thou lovest and art
pleased with, and withhold them not from the fountainhead of
Thy knowledge and the dawning-place of Thy wisdom and the
dayspring of Thy most great signs and the source of Thy most
exalted and most glorious Cause. Thou art He in Whose grasp
are the reins of the highest rank and the control of all who are
in earth and heaven. Ordain through Thy will that which will
draw Thy servants nigh unto the court of Thy glory and the
carpet of Thy grandeur. Then help them through Thy bounty
and might and through the hosts of wisdom and utterance,
that they may hasten with their hearts unto Thee and forsake
all else besides Thee. Verily Thou art the Powerful over what
Thou willest. There is no God but Thee, the Forgiving, the
Bountiful.

2 These days are the manifestation of this blessed verse of the

Qur’an which states “They have eyes with which they see not”
to the end of the verse. For it is observed that eyes physically
exist, yet most factions are prevented from seeing; likewise ears
exist, yet they are deprived of hearing. The Greatest Talisman
is manifest, yet no one perceives. They speak according to their
own beliefs, yet before God they are dumb and mute. This
particularly applies to those who turn away from the Bayan,
who seem deprived of understanding and truthfulness. Now
mention is made of Mu’awiyih’s golden peas, which is among
the falsehoods of the Shi’ih sect. Most of what this group
has possessed has been devoid of truth. Mu’awiyih openly did
whatever he desired and feared no one’s words in pursuing such
matters. O My loved one! Justice and fairness have vanished,
and in their place tyranny and oppression reign. In such cir-
cumstances they do what they please and say what they wish,
nothing restrains them. These are they who ride the steeds of
self and passion, galloping in the arena of error and wretched-
ness. They fear not God, nor do they show shame before His
servants. They do what none before them has done, and say
what no oppressive souls have said. It is best that we pass
over mention of heedless souls and occupy ourselves with the
remembrance and utterance of God, though even this is said as
counsel to the servants, that they might catch the fragrance of
truth and turn to its horizon. We beseech God to give them to
drink from the cup of truth and the chalice of knowledge, that
they may return unto Him, submissive and lowly. Verily, He is
the Most Powerful of the powerful and the Most Generous of
the generous. Praise be to God that that spiritual friend has
arisen to serve the Cause with perfect steadfastness and com-
plete devotion in days when sight and hearing have become
like the phoenix - existing in name but absent in reality. All
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shall receive the recompense of their deeds and soon shall find
themselves in evident torment.

I relay remembrance, praise and glory to the friends in that
land, and I beseech the True One to make each like an immov-
able mountain and like an undulating ocean in this Most Great
Cause, and to ordain for each that which neither perishes nor
changes. He is the Powerful One before Whom the power of
the world and its peoples is as nothing and non-existent. This
servant has ever mentioned and continues to mention all in
the Most Holy Court. Verily, He is the Protector of the sin-
cere ones and the Goal of all who are in the heavens and on
earth.

Concerning that which thou didst write regarding the sanctity,
purity, steadfastness, trustworthiness, fidelity, and faithfulness
of the friends in that land—that is, the land of Kirmanshah—
after it had been presented in the Most Holy and Inaccessible
Presence, these exalted words were sent down from the heaven
of divine favor by Him Who is the Revealer of verses. He,
blessed and exalted be He, saith:

O My friends! One of My loved ones has made mention of
you, and We have made mention of you with a remembrance
around which all remembrances circle. Verily the Divine Lote
Tree desires to send you a wondrous, fresh fruit, and the Ocean
of Utterance to honor you with one of its waves, and the Sun of
Truth with one of its effulgences, that the attraction of grace
and favors may so seize you that neither the tongues of the
ungodly, nor the words of the deniers, nor the might of the
oppressors, nor the doubts of the croakers who have denied
God, the Lord of all worlds, may prevent you. O party of God,
rejoice! O hosts of God, rejoice! For today, by the attestation
of the Truth, glorified be His majesty, you possess hearing and
sight and are endowed with the light of divine love, having
attained to that which was the hope of the Messengers. This
station is great and this rank mighty. Strive that perchance
you may, with joy and radiance, guide the wayward to the
divine ocean of knowledge and direct them to the straight path.
You have always been and continue to be remembered. Give
thanks unto your Lord, the All-Merciful, for this great bounty
and for this remembrance, each letter of which God has made
a treasure with Him. Verily He is the Protector of the sincere
and the steadfast. There is no God but Him, the Single One,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Glory be to Thee, O my God and the One remembered in my
heart! Thou seest Thy friends in the hands of the oppressors,
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and there hath befallen them in Thy days that which hath
caused the hearts of all being, both seen and unseen, to melt.
I beseech Thee by Thy Name through which the Interlocutor
spoke, and by the Staff that overcame the swords, by Thy
Name, the All-Powerful, that Thou assist Thy chosen ones with
Thy hosts that have conquered all who are in the heavens and
earth, and by Thy signs which caused the Concourse on High,
the Most Exalted Paradise, and those who circle round the
Throne at all times to tremble. O Lord! Send down upon them
from the heaven of Thy mercy the rains of Thy generosity and
blessing. Strengthen their hearts with Thy power and their
limbs with Thy might, lest they be frightened by the might
of the aggressive ones among Thy servants and the ungodly
among Thy creation. O Lord! Thou seest them turning toward
the horizon of Thy grace and the ocean of Thy mercy. I beseech
Thee not to disappoint them in what they desire in Thy days.
Verily, Thou art the Strong, the Triumphant, the All-Powerful.

A hundred thousand thanks and praise be to the Purpose of
the world that He confirmed that soul with a confirmation to
which the Truth, exalted be His glory, hath testified, and that
testimony sufficeth. The testimony of this servant and the
like of this servant is not worthy of mention. The servant be-
seecheth his Lord to adorn His servants and loved ones with
that which shall cause their names and remembrances to en-
dure through the duration of the manifestation of His names
and attributes. As for what thou didst write concerning the
honored Haji Ibrahim and his son Aga Qasim, upon them be
the glory of God, it was presented before the Presence. His
blessed and exalted Word: O thou who gazest upon the Face!
We have heard thy call and accepted thy intercession. We have
pardoned the first and We ask God to forgive him through His
bounty and to remit his sins. We beseech Him, exalted be He,
to assist Qasim in His remembrance and praise and the service
of His Cause, and to enable him to forsake that which He hath
forbidden and to act according to that which He hath com-
manded in His perspicuous Book. Convey My greetings unto
him and give him the glad-tidings of My remembrance of him
that he may be of the thankful, the doers. Rejoice, O messen-
ger, in My grace toward them and My favor upon them. Verily
thy Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. Through My
remembrance the ocean of forgiveness surged and the fragrance
of thy Lord’s pardon, the All-Merciful, wafted. Verily He is the
Forgiving, the Merciful.

Mention was made of Aga Muhammad Isma’il of the people
of 7, upon him be the glory of God, who intends to make
pilgrimage to the House of God. After this was presented,
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these manifest verses were revealed from the Mother Book. His

blessed and exalted Word:

O Muhammad Isma’ill Upon thee be the glory of God! Turn
thy face toward the House of God, the Lord of the glorious
Throne. Draw nigh unto it with such devotion as will cause
the fragrance of sincerity to be diffused among the servants
and the sweet savors of thy love for the Lord of the worlds.
Permission hath come from the direction of grace that thou
mayest give thanks unto God, thy Lord and the Lord of thy
forebears. Thus hath surged the ocean of thy Lord’s loving-
kindness, and He hath made mention of thee in such wise as
to attract the hearts of the sincere ones.

Praise be to God that thou hast been granted permission, and
God willing, thou shalt attain unto that which thou hast in-
tended. Were the servants to know and find the reward of at-
taining His presence, all would surrender their lives and what-
soever they possess that they might achieve it. This servant
beseecheth God, exalted be His glory, to assist him to perform
such deeds as shall conduce to permanence and shall be the
cause of His good-pleasure. Verily our Lord is the Hearer, the
Answerer.

Concerning what thou didst write about the heedless ones, that
is, the deniers, and their opposition and hatred - in truth this
servant is bewildered, nay the world is bewildered, for these
souls were not present at the scene of the Cause and know not
its foundation. All that was revealed in the Bayan beareth wit-
ness to this Cause - were it not for Him, the Point of the Bayan
would not have appeared nor would the Bayan have been re-
vealed. We beseech God to bestow justice upon the servants.
The heedlessness of these souls and their lack of understanding
hath reached such a point that while Mirza Yahya traveled with
seventy people during the migration from Iraq, he nevertheless
informed his followers that he was not with them, and those ig-
norant ones accepted this. Their ignorance hath reached such
a degree that the people of the cities of knowledge are bewil-
dered. For years this servant was with him by command, yet
these heedless people never asked even one person to tell them,
for the sake of God, what the truth was. And until now they
know not from whom came the Tablets that were sent to the
Primal Point, may the spirit of all else be sacrificed for His
sake. But they would know if they were fair, and would un-
derstand if they were truthful. The recompense of their deeds
hath prevented their eyes and deprived their ears. Soon shall
they see the consequences of their actions, then shall they find
no helper. We beseech God to make them aware and to aid
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them in that which He loveth and is pleased with. Verily there
is no God but Him, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

Concerning what thou didst mention about Haji ‘Ali, upon him
be the glory of God, that he came to that region to counsel and
guide him who rent asunder the veil with the finger of might
and power, and likewise concerning the mention of that beloved
of hearts, Aqa Mirza Abu’l-Fadl, upon him be the glory of God
and His loving-kindness - these matters were presented before
the Desired One of the worlds. His blessed and exalted Word:

The Supreme Pen beareth witness to the grace of the All-
Bountiful. There hath been sent down for him from the heaven
of utterance that which, were it to be cast upon all things,
would cause them to raise their cry. We make mention of him
at this time in such wise as to cause the fragrance of divine
knowledge to be diffused throughout all possibility. We be-
seech God to protect him and to assist him with the hosts of
wisdom and knowledge, and to make him a standard of His
name and a banner of His remembrance among the people.
Verily He is the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

We make mention of him who hath been named ‘Ali, upon
him be My glory. His deeds in the path of God have been
accepted. The Tongue of Grandeur beareth witness to this
at this moment, and He is verily the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed. O ‘Ali! Blessed be thine ear for what it hath heard,
and thine eye for what it hath beheld of the signs of God,
and thy tongue for having uttered His beauteous praise. Say:
Praise be unto Thee, O Thou the Goal of the world, for having
made me to know Thee and guided me to Thy straight and
manifest path. I beseech Thee to ordain for me the good of
this world and of the world to come. Verily, Thou art the

Omnipotent, the All-Powerful.

5 This servant conveyeth praise and glorification unto him, and

beseecheth from God that which will cause His Word to be
exalted amongst His servants.

As for the mention made of the spiritual friend, his honor Aqa
Siyyid Murtada, upon him be the Glory of God, and likewise
the mention of his love, steadfastness, and what befell him -
these matters were presented before the Throne. His word,
exalted be His majesty and abundant be His favors:

O Murtada! We testify that thou hast attained unto the pearls
of wisdom and utterance which were treasured within My Most
Exalted Pen, and in My days thou hast attained unto that
which was inscribed in the Books of God, the Lord of the
Throne and of earth, and the Lord of the exalted Seat. We
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sent thee aforetime that which the books of men cannot ri-
val, as beareth witness He with Whom is the Preserved Tablet.
Grieve not for what hath befallen thee. There befell Us in the
Land of Ta what caused those near unto God to weep. Say:

My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having given me to
drink from the Kawthar of life from the hand of Thy bounty,
and for having assisted me to recognize the Dayspring of Thy
signs and the Source of Thy Cause, and for having illumined
my heart with the light of Thy knowledge. O Lord! T am Thy
servant and the son of Thy servant. I wish to be a servant to
Thy Cause in all conditions and to speak Thy praise. Thou
art He Who created me, taught me, made me to know Thee,
and mentioned me time and again. I beseech Thee by the
breathings of Thy Revelation and by what lay hidden in the
treasuries of Thy Books, Thy Scriptures and Thy Tablets, to
ordain for me that which will draw me nigh unto Thee in all
conditions. O Lord! The poor one seeketh the sun of Thy
riches and the seeker the ocean of Thy grace. I beseech Thee
by the seas that surge in the hearts of Thy loved ones and
by the fire that spoke forth from Thy Tree unto Thy call, to
aid me to achieve that which will exalt me. Verily, Thou art
the Munificent Giver. There is none other God but Thee, the
All-Bountiful, the All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful.

O Murtada! Be not grieved. The world hath ever been subject
to change and alteration. Consider what the All-Merciful hath
revealed in the Qur’an: “Verily, with difficulty cometh ease.”
We beseech God to send down upon thee from the heaven of
His mercy a blessing from Him and a favor from His presence,
to adorn thee with the ornament of His might, and to ordain
for thee that which will comfort thine eyes. He, verily, is the
Omnipotent, the Almighty. There is none other God but He,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Praise be to God that he hath been and continues to be suc-
cessful, for there hath been revealed from the Most Exalted
Pen for him that which all the riches of the world cannot equal
even a single letter thereof, nor ever shall.

As for what thou didst write regarding thy stay in that land,
excellent is what ye have done, and the pursuit of medical
science hath also been accepted. He said: We beseech God to
assist thee, aid thee, and make thy remembrance and medical
practice a cure for ailments. He is verily the Mighty, the All-
Bounteous.

This matter is most excellent, for engagement therein and as-
sociation with the servants is a means of tranquility for souls
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and is beloved for the purpose of teaching. And if it be possi-
ble to maintain fellowship with some of the learned, this would
be good, for it is a source of tranquility. We beseech God to
assist thee in all that thou wishest and desirest. [Veily He is]
the Omnipotent, the Mighty, the Powerful.

As to what you wrote regarding Jinab-i-Aqa ‘Ali Pasha Khan,
upon him be Baha'u’llah’s glory, previously his petition was
sent by the beloved servant Jinab-i-Aqa Shaykh Muhammad,
upon him be Baha'u’llah’s glory and favors, and a response is
being sent down from the heaven of grace. And likewise you
had mentioned Jinab-i-‘Ali Akbar Khan, may God strengthen
him - a blessed Tablet specifically for him is also being sent.
If their capacity allows, bestow it that they may drink from
its ocean of meanings. As per your request, Tablets are being
sent specifically for each of those souls who are turned to the
horizon of the Manifestation. God willing, may they attain
unto them and act as befitting.

As to what you wrote regarding Jinab-i-Aqa Khudabakhsh,
upon him be Baha’u’llah’s glory, and his love and assistance -
after it was presented before the Most Holy and Most Exalted
Presence, the Tongue of Grandeur spoke these verses, blessed
and exalted be His Word:

“O Khudabakhsh! The Wronged One hath repeatedly made
mention of thee. Praise be to God, thou art blessed with
His grace, confirmed in service, successful in deeds, and dis-
tinguished by steadfastness. We beseech God to aid thee in
that which causeth the exaltation of His Word and service to
His Cause. We are with those who have arisen to serve the
Cause and have aided their Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise. Take thou the chalice of immortality from the hands
of the bounty of thy Lord, the Lord of Names and Creator of
heaven, then drink therefrom in spite of every ignorant remote
one, every shameless opponent and every tyrannical transgres-
sor. Verily We were with thee and heard thy call, thy turning
and thy devotion. We beseech God to ordain for thee the best
of what He hath revealed in His Clear Book. Praise be unto
Him, for He is the Desired One of all the worlds.”

i And likewise they mentioned Jinab-i-Hakim Lalihzar, upon

him be Baha’u’llah’s glory. Praise be to God, mention of
him and Jinab-i-Aga Khudabakhsh, upon them both be
Baha'u’llah’s glory, was made in the Most Holy Court, and
after this matter was presented, these verses were revealed
specifically for him, blessed and exalted be His Word:
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 “O Lalihzar! Upon thee be My glory! We made mention of

thee before and at this time. Give thanks to thy Lord for this
manifest grace. The mention of all the world equalleth not
His mention, nor do the books of all nations equal His Word.
Know thou this and be of the thankful ones. Say: My God,
my God! Thy mention of me transcendeth my station. This
is naught but from the wonders of Thy grace and the waves
of the ocean of Thy bounty. I testify that Thou art the All-
Bountiful and that Thou art the Powerful, the Self-Subsisting.
I beseech Thee to ordain for me what Thou hast ordained for
Thy chosen ones, then grant me the reward of attaining Thy
Verily Thou art the Powerful, the Almighty, and
worthy to answer prayer.”

presence.

This evanescent servant also conveys greetings to them and to
Jinab-i-Aga Khudabakhsh, upon them both be Baha’u’llah’s
glory, and I seek confirmation. As to what you wrote about
their steadfastness and service, this matter is truly in such days
a great station and mighty deed. I beseech God for confirma-
tion on their behalf. Verily He is the Confirmer, the Generous.

You mentioned Jinab-i-Aga Shaykh Muhammad, may God
strengthen him in what He loveth and is pleased with. Af-
ter this was presented before His presence, these verses were
revealed from the heaven of Will, blessed and exalted be His
Word:

O Messenger! Upon thee be the glory of God, Lord of existence!
Thou didst make mention of Shaykh Muhammad. We beseech
God to aid him and grant him success, that he may arise with
complete steadfastness to praise the Lord of Days amongst the
people. Say: O Shaykh! By the Sun of Truth that shineth from
the horizon of the prison sky, from the beginning of this Cause
none were aware save two souls, and both have ascended. The
knowledge is with God, thy Lord, the Lord of the worlds.

We counsel thee and those who have believed to observe justice
and equity, to read what hath been revealed and to reflect upon
that which hath appeared. These are like two wings for man’s
ascent to the goal.

This Wronged One hath been in the hands of enemies from
the beginning of this Cause until now - at times imprisoned,
at others captive, at moments in chains. Yet at no time did
He protect Himself. With complete power, steadfast reliance,
and firm resignation, He summoned all on earth, from kings to
subjects and others, to the Dawning-Place of supreme guidance
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and the Path of God, the Lord of all mankind. With utmost
clarity We declared to the kings that which would ensure the
healing of the world and the tranquility of nations. Neither
the might of kings nor the clamor of subjects deterred Me. I
spoke before their faces that which I was commanded by God,
the All-Possessing, the Self-Subsisting.

Thou thyself bearest witness to what hath been mentioned,
and surely thou hast heard of the Tablet to the Sultan, which
We sent forth openly through wondrous means. When it was
presented before the Sultan, the bearer raised the Book and
proclaimed: “I have brought thee from the Most Great An-
nouncement a mighty Book.” Likewise, We openly proclaimed
the Cause to other monarchs and manifested God’s Command,
such that now in every land the banner “Verily He is God”
is raised and the standard “He doeth what He willeth” is un-
furled. When the fragrance of the garment of utterance was
diffused somewhat among the people of creation, certain ones
emerged from behind the veils with swords, seeking to harm
this Wronged One.

Judge thou fairly, by God, O Muhammad! Were it not for
Baha, who would arise among men? Were it not for Him, who
would champion God’s Cause, the Lord of the Throne on high
and of earth below? Who would make mention of Him among
the enemies? We beseech God to aid thee in that which be-
fitteth this blessed Day. Arise, detached from all save God,
to celebrate His praise and glory. Observe the ocean and its
waves, and likewise the Tree and its fruits. If today a tree
should appear adorned with countless fruits, can one deny it?
Or can one conceal the waves of the ocean? Nay, by God! Save
those who have not drunk from the cup of fairness and are de-
prived of the ocean of justice. Now there hath been revealed
and made manifest the equivalent of all divine Books of the
past and future, nay more. By what proof and evidence did
they believe in the Point of the Bayan? Today the path is man-
ifest, the evidence revealed, and the Mother Book proclaimeth
with loudest voice: “The All-Bestowing hath come!” Yet the
people hear not, nor do they perceive. They cling to the river
while deprived of the ocean.

5 Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One, and with the hands

of might rend asunder the veils and shrouds of the wicked, and
shatter the idols of vain imaginings through the power of the
Mighty One of the horizons. By the life of God, the oppres-
sion of the oppressors has caused the reality of the Cause to
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be hidden from all eyes and sight. Those who lived in perfect
comfort and suffered no harm whatsoever in this Cause are
now remembered as the oppressed ones - such is the condition
of those who follow idle fancies. Let him reflect upon the Shi’ih
sect and its divines. For twelve hundred years they claimed to
hold fast to the cord of successorship, yet differences appeared
regarding their stations and ranks, and to this day they curse
one another. What was the fruit of those souls and what be-
came of their recompense on the Day of Reckoning? What was
the outcome of those twelve hundred years during which all the
divines, from every pulpit, cursed and reviled the Truth, un-
til finally they issued the decree for the shedding of His most
pure blood? This is a matter which you yourself and other
servants, if they speak truthfully, will confirm. And now some
are occupied with organizing such a party.

Say: Fear God and follow not your idle fancies. Follow Him
through Whom the divine fragrances wafted, the sea surged,
and the Dove of Utterance warbled in the Most Exalted Par-
adise upon the highest branches. O people of creation! By
God, the All-Merciful hath come with a sovereignty that the
might of princes, the denial of divines, and the clamor of those
who have disbelieved in God, the Lord of the Day of Judgment,
have failed to intimidate. Say: Hear My call, then turn unto
Him. Verily, the gate of bounty is opened before the faces of
all in the heavens and the earth. Say: Beware lest the doubts
of the people of the Furqan or the cawing of the people of
the Bayan, who have violated God’s Covenant and Testament
and denied Him of Whom the Herald declared “Verily, I am
the first to worship Him,” prevent you. Say: O people of the
Bayan! By God, that which ye possess will profit you not this
day. Hearken unto that which the Bayan warbleth upon the
branches. It said, and its word is the truth - and I have written
its essence regarding His mention - “He is a sign that cannot
be indicated by My indication nor by what was mentioned in
the Bayan.” Fear God and follow not your desires. Behold the
sun, its dawning and its effulgences and its lights, then the
Tree and its fruits and its leaves. Beware lest the imaginings
of men debar you from the truth. Cast behind you all else but
God, then hasten with illumined hearts and radiant faces to
the station wherein is raised the rustling of the Lote-Tree be-
yond which there is no passing. The Kingdom belongeth unto
God, the Lord of the mighty throne.

7 Beware lest ye withhold the eyes from beholding the Most Sub-

lime Horizon, or the ears from hearkening to My sweetest call,
or the hearts from turning unto Him, or the faces from direct-
ing themselves toward God, the Lord of all worlds. When thou
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hast drunk the choice wine of justice from the cup of My utter-
ance and thou art seized with the intoxication of the Kawthar
of My knowledge, say:

O my God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having shown
forth the Path and sent down the verses, and for having guided
me to the Dawning-Place of Thy Revelation, the Dayspring of
Thy commandments, and the Source of Thy laws. Thou didst
cause me to hear Thy call while I was in the hands of Thine
enemies, and didst manifest that which was hidden from the
eyes of Thy servants and concealed in Thy knowledge. I testify
that Thou didst remember Thy servants when they were silent
in Thy remembrance, and didst turn toward them when they
had turned away from Thy horizon. I testify that Thy mercy
hath preceded all things and Thy grace hath encompassed all.
I beseech Thee, O God of existence and Lord of the seen and
unseen, by Thy Name through which, when it shone forth from
the heaven of Thy will, all names bowed down before it, and
by Thy Command whereby Thou hast subdued the earth and
the heaven, to assist Thy servants to turn unto Thee, to hold
fast unto the cord of Thy grace, and to cling to the hem of
the robe of Thy bounty. Then ordain for him who hath turned
back and shown justice in Thy Cause the best of this world and
the world to come. Verily, Thou art the Lord of all mankind
and the Lord of the throne on high and of earth below.

Praise be to God that mention hath been made of that distin-
guished one by the Supreme Pen. God willing, may the place
be made ready for acceptance. God is the witness and testifier
that this servant had for a long time desired to write something
to him and reveal, for the sake of God and in His path, that
which He knoweth, for the Trusted One, upon him be the glory
of God, made favorable mention of him in the previous year,
and likewise mention of him came from another quarter, and
that distinguished one hath also made mention at this time. In
any case, I beseech the Self-Sufficient, the Transformer of all
things, and the Revealer of verses to confirm him that he may
become a sign of His name in His lands. Verily, He is powerful
over all things.

The Cause of God is more manifest than the sun and more
exalted than the heaven. Every person of insight beareth wit-
ness and every hearing ear testifieth that from the beginning
of creation until now no Revelation like unto this Most Great
Revelation hath appeared or been made manifest. However,
the unjust ones of the world, who are deprived of equity and
forbidden from beholding, are striving with the utmost effort
to conceal this world-illumining Sun. But alas! alas! The
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time shall come when new eyes and attentive ears shall appear
through the Word of God, and they shall see all else but God as
non-existent and shall turn unto the court of the One Beloved.
O beloved of my heart! Until now no one hath comprehended
the reality of the Cause. Were the details of the beginning
of the Cause to be mentioned, all would hold fast unto the
Straight Path and the Great Announcement.

Mirza Yahya was accompanied by seventy people during this
journey. In their presence, he was unable to speak, yet the
deluded ones, in their imagination, have denied this matter
which seventy people witnessed. Such is the condition of the
people. In the Land of Mystery, the power of God was mani-
festly revealed before the faces of a hundred companions who
had gathered there. Who could speak in His presence? The
tyranny of the Amir-Nizam became the cause of his name being
elevated for the protection of the Source. If they would observe
the signs of God with the eye of insight, detached from all else
save Him, they would become aware of the root of the Cause.
Then would the light of unity become manifest and every just
one would testify to the power of God, His sovereignty, and
His majesty which dominates all who are in the heavens and
the earth.

Moreover, should ye deem it advisable, convey from this ser-
vant greetings and glorification. We beseech God, blessed and
exalted be He, to aid that honored one to proclaim His Cause in
complete detachment from all beside Him, and to exalt through
him His remembrance amidst His creatures. Verily, He is pow-
erful over all things.

Mention was also made of the honored friends—Aqa Siyyid
‘Ali-Muhammad Kha, Aga Mir Siyyid Ahmad, and Aqa Mirza
Murtada—upon them be the glory of God—who have turned
their faces toward the Most Exalted Horizon and attained unto
the sealed wine. Their names were remembered in the Most
Holy and Inaccessible Presence, and for each of them there was
revealed, in particular, that which is the cause of the supreme
guidance and the mighty proof for the people of the earthly
realm. God willing, they shall drink and receive their por-
tion from the Kawthar of inner meaning and utterance hidden
within the words of the Desire of all mankind.

This servant likewise conveyeth to each one his glorification,
and imploreth God, glorified be His majesty, to confirm them
in such deeds that the mention thereof may endure and abide
within the Book of God. Verily, He is the Forgiving, the Gen-
erous; He is the Hearer, the Answerer.
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It is our hope that all the peoples of the earth may, through
the breaths of divine inspiration, turn their faces toward the
horizon of the Revelation of the Lord of mankind, and be not
deprived of the Kawthar of His utterance. Verily, our Lord is
the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous, the Ever-Forgiving, the
Compassionate, the Merciful. Upon Him have we relied, and
unto Him have we consigned all affairs. Verily, He is the Most
Merciful of the merciful. The glory, the remembrance, and
the praise rest upon you, and upon those who are with you,
and upon whoso hearkeneth unto your word concerning this
mighty Announcement. Praise be to God, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.
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To: Shaykh Abul-Qasim et al., in Antep
Date: 1306-05-03 [1889-Jan-5]

He is God, exalted be He in might and power!

Praise be befitting and worthy of the Lord of existence and the
Sovereign of the seen and unseen, Who through His glorious
Name opened the gates of mercy and prosperity to all the peo-
ples of the world, and taught and guided all to that which is
the cause of the Most Great Guidance and the Supreme Gift.
These gates, which in truth are primarily the gates of the effu-
sions of the King of Oneness, are the guides of the Way and the
bearers of proof and evidence. They are the Manifestations of
Names and Attributes, and the Dawning-places of revelation
and signs. In every age and cycle, a gate among the gates
was opened to the face of creation through a name among the
Names, until it culminated in the ultimate gates of the Most
Great Grace, the Most Noble Station, the Supreme Rank, and
the Uttermost Goal. He commanded all the peoples of the
world to circle round it. Whosoever obeyed was mentioned as
being among the people of the most exalted Paradise and was
recorded by the Supreme Pen. The disobedient were deprived
and the obedient achieved.

This nobility was attained and made manifest through the
Muhammadan Revelation and the Ahmadan Light. His grace
caused dust to ascend above the heavens, and His mercy en-
abled the people of the earthly realm of creation to reach
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the highest Paradise. From the parched valley flowed the Eu-
phrates of grace, and from the veiled Hijaz appeared the Morn
of Revelation. Can any likeness be seen for this power, or any
similitude be observed? Nay, by His very Self, the Truth! The
place that was the abode of idols became the seat of the remem-
brance of the Lord of all beings. Through the influence of the
Muhammadan Word - may the spirit of all else be sacrificed
for His sake - the lifeless world was renewed, and the furnaces
of polytheism and infidelity were transformed into gardens of
faith. The dumb spoke, the blind saw, and the deaf heard.

Now we beseech and implore God, exalted be His glory, to
adorn the lost glory with the ornament of existence, and to
make manifest the vanished might before all faces. What hap-
pened to that power and strength, and what caused this weak-
ness? Until now, all remain heedless of the cause and reason.
Today all the monotheists must, with utmost supplication and
humility, petition God, exalted be His glory, and seek from
Him that which will cause the standards of victory and the
banners of triumph to be raised. His power has ever encom-
passed all, and His might has conquered the world.

Glory be unto Thee, O my God! Thou seest the weakness of
the unitarians among Thy servants and their abasement amidst
Thy creatures. I beseech Thee, by the waves of the ocean of
Thy bounty, to assist Thy servants in that which will draw
them nigh unto Thee and in that which Thou lovest and art
pleased with. Verily, Thou art the Lord of all beings and the
Lord of the throne on high and of the dust below.

; And furthermore, in these days mention was made of the

friends of that land before the Master, and each attained to
that which is the source of divine confirmation and the cause
of heavenly success. He says - and His sweet utterance is this:
O Abu’l-Qasim! Thou art remembered. This Wronged One
hath ever beseeched God - exalted be His glory - on behalf of
His loved ones for that which is everlasting and eternal. That
which is subject to decline is not worthy of mention. Consider
the pharaohs and tyrants of the earth - from their palaces
they returned to the grave. Love of position and wealth hath
made men heedless of the Day of Reckoning. These are their
houses which God hath left to the spider. Take heed, O ye
that are endued with discernment! Blessed is the soul whom
the ornaments and colors of the world have not deprived of
the ocean of divine knowledge.

Blessed art thou for having held fast unto that which is praise-
worthy, detached from every remote clamourer. However, We
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counsel the loved ones to perform good deeds and display
praiseworthy conduct, and to observe that which God hath
revealed in His Book. Know with absolute certitude that had
the people of unity held fast unto the glorious Law and acted
according to that which the Lord - exalted be His glory - hath
commanded, they would not have been afflicted with the abase-
ment of this day. One whose sole purpose and intention was
to reform the world and exalt the Cause of the favored com-
munity hath been called a mischief-maker and imprisoned, and
there befell him that which caused every just one to weep and
every fair-minded soul to lament. We beseech God to assist
His loved ones and chosen ones, and to open before their faces
the doors of goodness and blessing. Verily, He is powerful over
all things. Mention thou, on behalf of this Wronged One, all
the men and women. For each We beseech divine assistance in
obedience and worship. Verily, He is the Single, the One, the
Bestower, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

O Mustafa! We have ever besought the Self-Sufficing Lord on
thy behalf for that which changeth not and whose mention
shall not be effaced from the Book of the world. Say:

My God, my God! I am Thy servant and the son of Thy servant.
I have recognized Thy unity and Thy oneness. I beseech Thee
by the pearls of the ocean of Thy knowledge and wisdom, and
by Him through Whose advent the heavens of Thy grandeur
and might were honored, to ordain for me the good of this
world and the world to come. O my Lord! Aid me to perform
such deeds as will diffuse the fragrance of Thy good-pleasure.
Thou art indeed the One Who cannot be frustrated by the
power of the idolaters who have encompassed Thy lands and
territories and committed that which caused the people of the
cities of justice and equity to lament. There is no God but
Thee, the Mighty, the Powerful....
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To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aga), in Port Said

Date: 1306-05-06 [1889-Jan-8]

He is God, exalted be He in might and power!

Praise be unto that Supreme Being Who through His appear-
ance caused all things to proclaim “The Promised One hath
come!” and through His utterance made all the trees of the
most exalted Paradise speak that which the Interlocutor heard.
Great is His sovereignty and mighty His proof, and there is no
God but Him. And blessing and peace be upon His Prophets
and His chosen ones and His loved ones who cast away what
they possessed in hope of that which is with Him, and who
acted according to what they were commanded in His perspic-
uous Book.

And further: may my spirit be a sacrifice for your service and
for your steadfastness. Your esteemed letter appeared like the
horizon, from which the light of detachment shone forth re-
splendent. It refreshed the soul as though the fabled water
of life had become manifest and its existence verified. This is
the time for gratitude for having given me to drink from the
Kawthar of your favors and the choice wine of your mention.
After attending to it, pondering over it, reading and studying
it, it was presented before the Presence of the Desired One.
This is what the Tongue of the Beloved uttered:

“O My Afnan! Upon thee be My glory, My remembrance, and
My favor. Praise be to God that thou art mentioned at all
times, and the favor of the Truth is directed toward thee. The
Wronged One beareth witness that thou hast attained unto
that which was revealed from time immemorial in the Books
of God, the Lord of the mighty Throne. Thou didst turn to
Him in the early days when the people were in manifest denial.
Thou didst turn to the lights of the Countenance and wert
present and didst attain unto that which cannot be equaled
by whatsoever the people possess. Thy Lord, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed, beareth witness unto this. The peace from
Us be upon thee and upon the son who was mentioned be-
fore the Wronged One and who stood at the gate. Give him
the glad-tidings of My Most Exalted Word and illumine him
with the light of My wondrous utterance. And the peace that
shineth forth from the Supreme Paradise and the Most Exalted
Heaven be upon thee and upon him and upon whosoever loveth
thee and hearkeneth unto thy word, and upon every steadfast
and upright one.”
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He is the Lord of grace and bounty; His is the munificence, and
His the justice. Ever hath the Day-Star of His loving-kindness
shone forth and been manifest from the horizon of the heaven
of Revelation unto that honored one. The atoms themselves
bear witness unto this utterance, and all created things testify
unto this word: verily, He hath loved His Afnan and loveth
them with such a love as none can reckon; He, in truth, is the
Reckoner, the All-Knowing. In very truth, that honored one
abideth within the prison. This is a testimony uttered by Him
Who is the Manifest One. This evanescent servant imploreth
and cherisheth the hope that the Everlasting Truth may aid
and strengthen that honored one in whatsoever transcendeth
all stations. Verily, our Lord is the Hearer, the Answerer.

As to what was written concerning the two souls from among
the friends of Sarvistan: they arrived, they came, and attained
the presence; yet this was done without permission. The ser-
vant beseecheth his Lord that He may, through His grace, ac-
cept their deed; verily He is the All-Bountiful, the Generous.

And concerning that which ye wrote regarding the bestowal of
some gift unto the person mentioned: it was accepted, inas-
much as the hands of the divine bounty are present and out-
stretched. Such acts as these are a cause for the engendering
of love within hearts and souls. He hath declared that the ser-
vants must be assisted in whatsoever leadeth unto education
and spiritual nurture; and among the means which have been
and remain the cause of turning unto God and the instrument
of salvation is the noble Name of God. Blessed are they that
attain thereunto. Thus hath it ended.

And concerning Sarkar Iskandar Khan—may God assist him—
of whom ye wrote: God willing, he may lay hold upon the hem
of divine assistance and be drawn unto the right hand. The
asking is from the servant, and the answering from the Lord.

As to the mention ye made of the martyred one—Ruhi, upon
whom be my life offered up, and upon whom be the most glori-
ous of all glories: after these words were laid before Him, this
blessed utterance proceeded from the Mouth of the divine Will:
“O My Afnan! Upon thee be My glory. The son of the wolf
hath torn My lamb asunder, the oppressor hath hamstrung
My she-camel, and the serpent hath opened wide its mouth
and swallowed its master. The cause of that wronged one’s
martyrdom was his refusal to consent unto corruption.” End.

Your honor knoweth what it was they sought of him, and what
the purpose of the wrongdoers was. And when the prohibition
was issued, and he refused to consent unto the corruption they
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desired, that refusal became the cause of the setting of that
star of the heaven of truth. Yet, by the life of our Beloved,
this setting was itself the cause and herald of many risings.
Were the heedless and the ungodly but aware of this station,
they would never venture upon such aggression. We beseech
God to confirm His loved ones in patience and steadfast en-
durance, and His enemies in justice and fairness. Verily, He is
the Mighty, the Chooser.

Convey, in my name, salutations and utter self-effacement unto
the honored Afnan, that noble sir, Aqa Siyyid Aqa—upon him
be the glory of God, the Most Glorious. And I beseech God,
exalted be He, to manifest unto him that which shall rejoice his
heart and the hearts of His loved ones and dear ones. Verily,
He is powerful over all things.

Convey likewise my greetings unto the honored brother, Aqa
Nur’u’llah, and unto the spiritual beloved, Aqa Muhammad-
‘Ali—upon each of them be God’s loving-kindness and grace.
For each one do I supplicate success. Verily, our Lord is the
Forgiving, the Generous. The peace, the remembrance, and
the glory rest upon your honor, and upon those who are with
you, and upon such as love you and hearken unto your word
in the remembrance of God, the Mighty, the Wise.

The servant 6 Jumada al-Ula 1306 A.H.

That which ye sent was received and delivered unto those for
whom it was intended. In conformity with the example of the
Seal of the Prophets—may the souls of all besides Him be His
sacrifice—it was expended in the winning of hearts. In the eyes
of some this is accounted worthy, and since until now it had
not been disbursed, it was therefore bestowed upon others.
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Words spoken in the house of Aqay-i-Kalim to Nabil-i-A’zam 2
To: words to Nabil-i-A’zam
Date: 1306-05-08 ca. [1889-Jan-10]

Praise be to God that whatever is essential for the believers
in this Revelation to be told has been revealed. Their duties
have been clearly defined, and the deeds they are expected
to perform have been plainly set forth in Our Book. Now
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is the time for them to arise and fulfil their duty. Let them
translate into deeds the exhortations We have given them. Let
them beware lest the love they bear God, a love that glows so
brightly in their hearts, cause them to transgress the bounds
of moderation, and to overstep the limits We have set for them.
In regard to this matter, We wrote thus, while in Iraq, to Haji
Mirza Musay-i-Qumi: ‘Such is to be the restraint you should
exercise that if you be made to quaff from the well-springs of
faith and certitude all the rivers of knowledge, your lips must
never be allowed to betray, to either friend or stranger, the
wonder of the draught of which you have partaken. Though
your heart be aflame with His love, take heed lest any eye
discover your inner agitation, and though your soul be surging
like an ocean, suffer not the serenity of your countenance to
be disturbed, nor the manner of your behaviour to reveal the
intensity of your emotions.

God knows that at no time did We attempt to conceal Ourself
or hide the Cause which We have been bidden to proclaim.
Though not wearing the garb of the people of learning, We
have again and again faced and reasoned with men of great
scholarship in both Nur and Mazindaran, and have succeeded
in persuading them of the truth of this Revelation. We never
flinched in Our determination; We never hesitated to accept
the challenge from whatever direction it came. To whomsoever
We spoke in those days, We found him receptive to our Call
and ready to identify himself with its precepts. But for the
shameful behaviour of the people of Bayan, who sullied by their
deeds the work We had accomplished, Nur and Mazindaran
would have been entirely won to this Cause and would have
been accounted by this time among its leading strongholds.

At a time when the forces of Prince Mihdi-Quli Mirza had be-
sieged the fort of Tabarsi, We resolved to depart from Nur and
lend Our assistance to its heroic defenders. We had intended to
send Abdu’l-Vahhab, one of Our companions, in advance of Us,
and to request him to announce Our approach to the besieged.
Though encompassed by the forces of the enemy, We had de-
cided to throw in Our lot with those steadfast companions, and
to risk the dangers with which they were confronted. This,
however, was not to be. The hand of Omnipotence spared Us
from their fate and preserved Us for the work We were destined
to accomplish. In pursuance of God’s inscrutable wisdom, the
intention We had formed was, before Our arrival at the fort,
communicated by certain inhabitants of Nur to Mirza Taqi, the
governor of Amul, who sent his men to intercept Us. While We
were resting and taking Our tea, We found Ourselves suddenly
surrounded by a number of horsemen, who seized Our belong-
ings and captured Our steeds. We were given, in exchange for
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Our own horse, a poorly saddled animal which We found it
extremely uncomfortable to ride. The rest of Our companions
were conducted, handcuffed, to Amul. Mirza Taqi succeeded,
in spite of the tumult Our arrival had raised, and in the face of
the opposition of the ulamas, in releasing Us from their grasp
and in conducting Us to his own house. He extended to Us the
warmest hospitality. Occasionally he yielded to the pressure
which the ulamas were continuously bringing to bear upon him,
and felt himself powerless to defeat their attempts to harm Us.
We were still in his house when the Sardar, who had joined
the army in Mazindaran, returned to Amul. No sooner was he
informed of the indignities We had suffered than he rebuked
Mirza Taqi for the weakness he had shown in protecting Us
from Our enemies. ‘Of what importance,” he indignantly de-
manded, ‘are the denunciations of this ignorant people? Why
is it that you have allowed yourself to be swayed by their clam-
our? You should have been satisfied with preventing the party
from reaching their destination and, instead of detaining them
in this house, you should have arranged for their safe and im-
mediate return to Tihran/’

Whilst in Sari, We were again exposed to the insults of the peo-
ple. Though the notables of that town were, for the most part,
Our friends and had on several occasions met Us in Tihran, no
sooner had the townspeople recognized Us, as We walked with
Quddus in the streets, than they began to hurl their invectives
at Us. The cry ‘Babi! Babil’ greeted Us wherever We went.
We were unable to escape their bitter denunciations.

In Tihran We were twice imprisoned as a result of Our having
risen to defend the cause of the innocent against a ruthless
oppressor. The first confinement to which We were subjected
followed the slaying of Mulla Taqiy-i-Qazvini, and was occa-
sioned by the assistance We were moved to extend to those
upon whom a severe punishment had been undeservedly in-
flicted. Our second imprisonment, infinitely more severe, was
precipitated by the attempt which irresponsible followers of
the Faith made on the life of the Shah. That event led to Our
banishment to Baghdad. Soon after Our arrival, We betook
Ourself to the mountains of Kurdistan, where We led for a
time a life of complete solitude. We sought shelter upon the
summit of a remote mountain which lay at some three days’
distance from the nearest human habitation. The comforts of
life were completely lacking. We remained entirely isolated
from Our fellow men until a certain Shaykh Isma’il discovered
Our abode and brought Us the food We needed.

Upon Our return to Baghdad, We found, to Our great aston-
ishment, that the Cause of the Bab had been sorely neglected,
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that its influence had waned, that its very name had almost
sunk into oblivion. We arose to revive His Cause and to save it
from decay and corruption. At the time when ear and perplex-
ity had taken fast hold of Our companions, We reasserted, with
fearlessness and determination, its essential verities, and sum-
moned all those who had become lukewarm to espouse with
enthusiasm the Faith they had so grievously neglected. We
sent forth Our appeal to the peoples of the world, and invited
them to fix their gaze upon the light of His Revelation.

After Our departure from Adrianople, a discussion arose
among the government officials in Constantinople as to
whether We and Our companions should not be thrown into
the sea. The report of such a discussion reached Persia, and
gave rise to a rumour that We had actually suffered that fate.
In Khurasan particularly, Our friends were greatly perturbed.
Mirza Ahmad-i-Azghandi, as soon as he was informed of
this news, was reported to have asserted that under no
circumstances could he credit such a rumour. ‘The Revelation
of the Bab,” he said, ‘must, if this be true, be regarded as
utterly devoid of foundation. The news of Our safe arrival
in the prison-city of Akka rejoiced the hearts of Our friends,
deepened the admiration of the believers of Khurasan for the
faith of Mirza Ahmad, and increased their confidence him.

From Our Most Great Prison We were moved to address to
the several rulers and crowned heads of the world Epistles in
which We summoned them to arise and embrace the Cause of
God. To the Shah of Persia We sent Our messenger Badi’, into
whose hands We entrusted the Tablet. It was he who raised
it aloft before the eyes of the multitude and, with uplifted
voice, appealed to his sovereign to heed the words that Tablet
contained. The rest of the Epistles likewise reached their desti-
nation. To the Tablet We addressed to the Emperor of France,
an answer was received from his minister, the original of which
is now in the possession of the Most Great Branch. To him
We addressed these words: ‘Bid the high priest, O Monarch of
France, to cease ringing his bells, for, lo! the Most Great Bell,
which the hands of the will of the Lord thy God are ringing, is
made manifest in the person of His chosen One.’ The Epistle
We addressed to the Czar of Russia, alone failed to reach it
destination. Other Tablets, however, have reached him, and
that Epistle will eventually be delivered into his hands.

Be thankful to God for having enabled you to recognize His
Cause. Whoever has received this blessing must, prior to his
acceptance, have performed some deed which, though he him-
self was unaware of its character, was ordained by God as a
means whereby he has been guided to find and embrace the
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Truth. As to those who have remained deprived of such a
blessing, their acts alone have hindered them from recognising
the truth of this Revelation. We cherish the hope that you,
who have attained to this light, will exert your utmost to ban-
ish the darkness of superstition and unbelief from the midst
of the people. May your deeds proclaim your faith and enable
you to lead the erring into the paths of eternal salvation. The
memory of this night will never be forgotten. May it never be
effaced by the passage of time, and may its mention linger for
ever on the lips of men.

BKOG.060x, BKOG.116x, BSTW#403x, DB.582-586

BHO04516

To: Haji Ali Muhammad Ahmaduf Milani (son of Haji Ahmad)
Date: 1306-05-08 [1889-Jan-10]

He is the Compassionate, the Generous

A Book sent down by the Lord of the Day of Judgment. Verily,
it hath been revealed from the presence of God, the Lord of all
worlds, and guideth mankind unto His straight Path and His
mighty Announcement.

O thou who art present before the Countenance! We bear
witness that thou didst hear the Call from the Supreme Horizon
and didst turn unto it and attain unto the presence of the
Wronged One and didst hear the shrill voice of His Pen and
didst behold the horizon of His Revelation and didst gain that
which was recorded in His Books and Scriptures and Tablets.
We beseech God to aid thee and grant thee success and ordain
for thee that which He hath ordained for His chosen ones who
circled round His Will and acted according to that which was
commanded unto them from His presence. Verily He is the
Mighty, the Exalted, the All-Bountiful.

When thou hast attained unto the Tablet say: “My God, my
God! Praise be unto Thee for having given me to drink, from
the hand of Thy bounty, the cup of Thy reunion and for having
brought me into Thy presence while the opposers lay in wait
to prevent Thy servants from turning unto the court of Thy
nearness and entering the precincts of Thy companionship. I
testify that Thou didst enable me to rend asunder the veils
and the shrouds and didst guide me unto Thy most exalted
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station wherein Thy most sweet call was raised. O Lord! Thou
knowest that the fragrance of Thy utterance attracted me and
the light of Thy countenance took from my grasp the reins of
patience. I beseech Thee, O Lord of the worlds and Goal of
the nations, to ordain for this servant of Thine Thy nearness
and Thy presence once again, or to ordain for him his reward
through Thy munificence and generosity and bounty. Verily
Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none
other God but Thee, the Forgiving, the Merciful.”
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To: Haji Ali Akbar Ahmaduf (son of Haji Ahmad Milani)
Date: 1306-05-08 [1889-Jan-10]

He from His most exalted horizon.

Glory be unto Thee, O my God, Lord of the world, Creator of
the nations, and Quickener of moldering bones! I beseech Thee
by the Most Great Name, through which the gate of bounty
was opened unto all who are in earth and heaven and the river
of mercy flowed in the realm of creation, to strengthen me in all
conditions to remain steadfast in Thy Cause, that neither the
veils of glory may prevent me from drawing nigh unto Thee, nor
the veils of them that are gone astray hinder me from turning
toward the light of Thy countenance. Praise be unto Thee, O
God of all beings and Goal of all created things, for having
enabled me to turn toward Thee, such that I left my homeland
out of longing to attain Thy presence, until I stood before
Thy face in Thy prison and heard Thy sweetest call from Thy
most exalted horizon. Were it not for Thy grace, who would
strengthen me to stand before the gate of Thy grandeur and
acknowledge that which Thou hast sent down in Thy Book?
O my Lord! T am Thy servant and the son of Thy servant. I
hold fast to Thy grace - ordain for me that which befitteth the
heaven of Thy generosity and the ocean of Thy bounty. Verily
Thou art the One with power over whatsoever Thou willest,
and in Thy grasp are the reins of all who are in the heavens
and on earth.
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BHO05321

Date: 1306-05-21 ¢ ¢ [1889-Jan-23]

He is God, exalted be His station, the All-Wise, the All-
Eloquent.

O servants! The light hath appeared, the Sun hath risen, the
Book hath been revealed, the proof is resplendent, and the
Kingdom of Utterance is manifest at the midmost heart of
contingent being. Yet the people remain heedless and in de-
nial. Say: O servants, be ye ashamed before the Lord of Cre-
ation! Deny not Him Whom ye remember night and day, be-
fore Whom ye stand in service, and Whose Name ye invoke.
Today the Straight Path is manifest and calleth out, guiding
all to the supreme horizon. The Balance uttereth “The All-
Merciful is come,” and the Herald between earth and heaven
proclaimeth this most exalted Word: “The Desired One is
come with a sovereignty before which the sovereignty of the
world and the might of the nations cannot stand. Fear ye the
All-Merciful, O people of possibility, and be not among the
heedless.” Blessed art thou, for thou hast turned unto Him in
days when all turned away, and made mention of Him in times
when all were silent. Beseech thou God to aid thee to remain
steadfast, for mighty is this Cause and mighty this Day. We
send greetings to the loved ones in that land and give them the
glad-tidings of God’s grace, favor and mercy, glorified be His
majesty. The glory be upon thee and upon those who have
embraced that which is good, turning away from evil and from
all that God hath forbidden in His perspicuous Book.
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To: Aga Mirza Ataullah Tabib Sirajul-Hukama, in Abadih
Date: 1306-05-21 ? ¢ [1889-Jan-23]

In the Name of Him by Whom the horizon of proof hath been
illumined throughout all creation!

What a wondrous Book hath been inscribed by what Pen - by
the Pen of God, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting! And
what a glorious Tablet hath been traced by what Reed - by
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the Reed of God, the Lord of what was and what shall be!
This is a Tablet from whose horizon the Sun of true knowledge
hath shone forth. Blessed are they who understand.

How many a learned one have We left to himself, and how many
an ignorant one have We rescued through My all-prevailing
grace that overshadoweth all who are seen and unseen. Blessed
art thou for having been mentioned before the Wronged One,
and for having been the object of the Ancient Beauty’s atten-
tion from His glorious station.

Let not the intimations of the nations grieve thee, nor the
clamor of those who have denied God, the Lord of existence,
cause thee fear. They that have turned away shall soon find
themselves in evident loss. They awaited the days of God,
but when they came, they arose in opposition in such wise as
caused the dwellers of the Kingdom to lament.

Glory be upon thee and upon those who have cast away idle
fancies and held fast to the cord of the tender mercies of their
Lord, the Sovereign of Kings.
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To: Mirza Styyid Muhammad Nazimul-Hukama et al., in Tihran

Date: 1306-05-21 [1889-Jan-23]

In the name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Praise, sanctified beyond all utterance, befitteth the Sovereign
of contingent beings and the King of all worlds, Who hath
adorned the realms of inner meanings and divine knowledge
with fresh and wondrous garments through the living waters.
These living waters at times appear in the form of letters, and
at other times shine forth like unto the sun, absorbing all ex-
cess moisture that the warmth of divine love might set aflame
the hearts and souls of those who are ready. Glorified be His
greatness and exalted be His power! Glory be unto God, Who
caused “Verily I am God” to be manifested from the Tree, that
all might be prepared to hearken unto the divine call in this
most great and divine Manifestation. Yet when the call “Verily
I am God” was raised from the Uttermost Tree in the highest
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Paradise, all returned to hellfire - the recompense of denial -
save whom thy Lord did choose. They accepted it from the
Tree, yet denied its Creator.

Glorified art Thou, O my God and my Beloved! Within Thy
grasp are the reins of all verses, and by Thy command are
all created things moved. I beseech Thee by the fragrance of
revelation in Thy days and by Thy persecution among Thy
servants, to assist Thy creation to be fair in Thy Cause and
just in Thy lands. Thou art the One Whose power no circum-
stances, doubts or allusions can withhold. Thou hast mani-
fested whatsoever Thou didst desire through Thy might and
sovereignty. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the Powerful, the
All-Conquering, the Omnipotent.

And further: an esteemed letter arrived from your honor, the
fragrances of which perfumed the realm of remembrance and
delighted and illumined the world of the heart, for it spoke in
remembrance of the peerless Friend and uttered His praise. In
truth, every letter thereof was a reflection of the Divine Book
and every word bore witness to the dawning of the celestial
Luminary. After its perusal and reading, it was taken to the
station of holy nearness and presented before the countenance
of the Ancient King, and after permission was granted, the
ocean surged and the fragrance wafted, and there appeared
from the tongue of our Lord’s will and the Lord of the Throne
that which enraptured all spirits and minds. His blessed and
exalted Word:

In My Name, the All-Encompassing over all names

O thou who art mentioned before the Wronged One and who
hast quaffed the sealed wine in His Self-Subsisting Name! Hear
My call from the direction of My prison. Verily it hath been
raised in truth for the life of all who are in the heavens and
earth. Through it the ocean of knowledge hath surged in the
realm of possibility, and that which was hidden in divine knowl-
edge and stored in the treasuries of God’s protection, Lord of
all worlds, hath been revealed. Through it the Most Exalted
Paradise hath proclaimed: “O people of the mortal realm, re-
joice within yourselves, for the Lord of Names and Creator
of Heaven hath come with manifest sovereignty” And the
Supreme Paradise hath called out: “By God! The Purpose of
the worlds and the Beloved of nations hath appeared, through
Whom the heaven was cleft asunder, the earth was split, and
every wise decree was made manifest.” And behind these the
Tongue of Grandeur proclaimed: “O people of the earth! The
Most Exalted Horizon hath been illumined by this Revelation,
which hath been the hope of the sincere ones and those brought
nigh. Beware lest the veil prevent you from beholding Him, or
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the doubts of the world hold you back from drawing near unto
God, Lord of the Mighty Throne.

By God’s life! That which ye possess shall profit you not save
through this Cause, whereby idols have fallen, the standards of
the ungodly have been reversed, and the banners of unity have
been raised in His Name, the Almighty, the Powerful. Beware
lest vain imaginings withhold you from the Lord of all beings,
or idle fancies from this Self-Subsisting One, Who hath arisen
before the faces of the world with a sovereignty that the veils
of the nations could not prevent, nor the doubts of those who
denied the Day of Judgment. Say: Fear God, O people, and
deny not Him Who hath brought you that which lay concealed
in the hearts of the Prophets and was inscribed by the Most
Exalted Pen in His Books and Tablets. By His life! We counsel
you for His sake. Be fair and be not among the abject. Take
hold of God’s Book with the power from Him and the authority
from His presence, and follow not the ways of the ignorant. He
hath manifested for you what was hidden and revealed unto
you the signs of God, Lord of the exalted Throne. He desireth
for you naught save that which draweth you nigh unto God -
to this His Books, His Scrolls, and His Tablets bear witness, if
ye be of those who know.

The servant in attendance hath appeared before the face of
the Wronged One and presented thy letter. We have answered
thee with this clear Book. We have found from thy mention the
sweet fragrance of My love, and from thy words the perfume of
My affection, and We have sent down for thee that which shall
endure as long as My celestial dominion and My realm of might
endure. To this beareth witness the tongue of My grandeur in
this glorious and wondrous station. By My life! I would not
exchange My imprisonment for all that is in the world, nor My
sorrows for the joy of all worlds, nor My tears for the oceans
of life, nor My sighs for that which hath appeared through My
all-pervading Will in the heavens and earth. Blessed art thou
for having turned to Him from Whom most of creation hath
turned away, and for having loved Him Whom every remote
misbeliever hath detested.

We beseech God to assist thee and strengthen thee to mention
and praise Him, and to serve His Cause with wisdom and ut-
terance. Verily He is the Ordainer, the All-Wise. Thus hath
the Pen revealed the hidden pearls within it, that thou mayest
read and be of the thankful. God hath forgiven thee and thy fa-
ther as a grace from His presence, and He is the Forgiving, the
Merciful. Through My mention the ocean of forgiveness hath
surged and the breezes of thy Lord’s mercy, the All-Merciful,
have wafted. He is verily the Hearer, the Answerer. He doeth
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what He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth. He is the Sin-
gle, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Remember
My loved ones on My behalf and give them the glad tidings of
the heaven of My mercy, the sun of My bounty, and illumine
them with the lights of My wondrous utterance - the Light
shining and gleaming from the horizon of the kingdom of My
utterance. Upon thee, and upon those with thee, and upon
those whom the veils of glory did not prevent and whom the
party of error did not frighten, who turned and responded to
their Lord, the Manifest, the All-Seeing.

Now hear the Call of the Wronged One in the Persian tongue,
that perchance the peoples of the earth may attain unto that
which they are this day deprived. Glory be to God! That
Station from which, like unto torrential rain, the verses of God
were revealed night and day - this they have denied, while
counting themselves among the righteous and the confessors of
truth. The greatest barrier and the mightiest veil have been
and continue to be the dawning-places of idle fancies. Most
of the world’s people have been reared on suspicion and have
grown intimate with vain imaginings. Blessed is the powerful
and mighty one who, with the finger of certitude, rent asunder
the veils of idle fancy and attained unto the lights of the Day-
Star of Revelation.

O thou who gazest upon the Countenance! Names have pre-
vented most from the ocean of inner meanings, and mention
” “guardian” and “mirror” hath deprived them of
the Dayspring of verses and the Dawning-Place of clear proofs.
By the life of God! None hath been or is capable of soaring in
this sublime and spiritual atmosphere save through effacing all
that he hath heard. Justice hath vanished, equity lamenteth.
Those who were not with Us and were unaware from the begin-
ning of the Cause have uttered that which no oppressor hath
uttered. They have taken their idle fancies as lords beside God.
Lo! they are among the lost.

of “successor,

Say: O servants! Hearken unto God’s counsel. Let not time
slip away. The Blessed Tree is laden with countless fruits, and
the Ocean of Utterance surgeth with boundless waves. The
Sun of Truth hath appeared with wondrous lights and beloved
effulgences. Behold with your own eyes, not through the sight
of the heedless. Hear with your own ears, not through the
hearing of the deniers. Perchance ye may soar on the wings of
detachment in the atmosphere of divine knowledge and attain
unto that from which ye are now barred. Ascend by the ladder
of trust to the heaven of God’s bounty, and turn ye to the stair-
way of resignation. Verily He speaketh the truth and guideth
you to His straight path. Whoso wisheth, let him accept, and
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whoso wisheth, let him turn aside. Verily He is the Most Holy,
the Mighty, the Triumphant, the All-Powerful.

His is the praise and glorification, His the grace and bounty. At
every moment there hath appeared that which enlighteneth the
eyes of the world and the vision of the nations. However, this
dependeth upon the justice and fairness of the people. Should
they turn from what they possess to what God possesseth, and
make for the arena of justice and fairness, they shall attain unto
that which is the ultimate goal of seekers and the final hope of
the sincere ones.

Indeed, a strange talisman hath appeared. Those who today
reject the truth are barred from drawing nigh and are deprived
of hearing the Word of Truth. This evanescent servant - with
the Eternal Truth as witness and the people of the world as
testimony - hath for nigh forty years stood in service, aware
and cognizant of all matters. Yet none among the deniers
hath ever questioned this servant, that perchance through the
mention of events he might attain unto a drop from the ocean
of knowledge and deliver himself from the darkness of self, the
whisperings of Satan, and the hatred of those who are heedless
and have turned away.

For instance, Hadi of Dawlatabad had and hath no knowledge
whatsoever of the beginning of the Cause. God is witness that
whatsoever he hath said and continues to say hath been and
is without understanding, merely blind imitation, saying that
which no unjust one hath ever said. Like unto those turbaned
divines who, having once grasped the reins of authority, shall
never release their hold upon them, a potent elixir of vain
imaginings hath been administered unto him, and his pride
hath deprived him of the Sultan of Manifestation. Would that
he had presented himself before this Servant and, with justice
and equity, had hearkened unto that which he hath neither
heard nor attained! This Servant prayeth for all mankind and
beseecheth the True One — exalted be His glory — that He may
not deprive the souls of the world, that is to say, the diverse
parties of the nations, of the River of Reality and the Ocean
of His bounty. Verily, He is nigh, ready to answer. There is
no God but He, the One, the Peerless, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.

Unto the souls mentioned in the epistle, after their supplica-
tion had been offered at the Most Sacred Threshold, there was
vouchsafed to each that which bestoweth life and granteth fresh
existence. Verily, He is the Ancient Revealer.
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This is that which hath been revealed for Fatimih, the hand-
maiden of God. Upon her be the glory of God! Thus speaketh
He Who is blessed and exalted.

He is seated upon the Throne of Bounty!

O Fatimih, O My handmaiden! Thy name was mentioned be-
fore the Wronged One, and We have remembered thee with
these blessed words, each of which is a fountainhead of divine
bounty and a dawning-place of heavenly utterance. The queens
of the world are deprived, while the turning handmaidens have
attained. Praise be to God, thou hast drunk from the choice
wine of the utterance of the Desired One of the worlds and
hast turned toward the supreme horizon. Verily, He hath ap-
peared and manifested that which He desired, as a grace from
His presence, and He is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.
We counsel thee and all handmaidens with that which befitteth
the Day of God. Blessed is the handmaiden who hath turned
and attained, and woe unto every doubting scholar.

This is what was revealed for the handmaiden of God, Khadijih,
upon her be the Glory of God:

He is established upon the Throne of Utterance!

O Khadijih! Upon thee be the Glory of God, the Lord of the
Throne on high and of earth below. Today the Sun of Mani-
festation is shining and visible from the horizon of the heaven
of the prison, and the ocean of grace is surging before all faces,
and the Fire in the Blessed Tree is calling out with the most
exalted call. Yet the servants are heedless and veiled, having
been raised on suspicions and being intimate with idle fancies.
Blessed is the soul that hath rent asunder the veils of idle fan-
cies and attained unto the lights of certitude. Beseech the True
One, exalted be His glory, with utmost humility and supplica-
tion, that He may not deprive the handmaidens of the earth
and prevent the servants from the ocean of inner meanings.
He is indeed the Generous, the Merciful. There is no God but
Him, the One, the Mighty, the Great.

This is what was revealed for Diya’, upon him be the Glory of
God:

He is the One speaking before all faces!

O Diya’! Upon thee be the Glory of God, the Sovereign of the
Kingdom of Names. Thy mention hath been mentioned and
thy name is present. By the Sun of the horizon of utterance, all
that is witnessed cannot equal a single word of the divine words.
The sun of His grace hath illumined the world of existence,
and the heaven of His loving-kindness hath been adorned with
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the stars of mercy and compassion. Blessed is the soul that
hath attained unto witnessing and hath been adorned with
the ornament of His mention. Joy be unto thee and unto thy
father and thy sister, from the presence of God, the Single, the
One, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.

26 This is what was revealed for the handmaiden of God, Rabi’ih,

upon her be the Glory of God:

" He is the Hearing, the Answering!

O My handmaiden! When thou hearest My call and findest the
fragrance of My utterance, say: O my God, my God! Praise be
unto Thee for having enabled me to turn to Thee and to direct
my face toward the horizon of Thy Revelation. O Lord! I am
one of Thy handmaidens, and a leaf among the leaves of the
Tree of Thy providence. I beseech Thee by that Cord which,
when moved, causeth all created things to move, to assist me
in Thy remembrance and praise. Then write down for me,
with the Pen of Thy bounty, that which Thou hast written for
Thy leaves and handmaidens who have been blessed to circle
round the Kaaba of Thy presence and have drunk the choice
wine of revelation from the hand of Thy generosity. O Lord!
Thou seest me turning toward Thee and clinging to Thy cord.
I beseech Thee not to disappoint me of the wonders of Thy
bounty and grace. Verily, Thou art the Lord of Bounty and
the Sovereign of existence. There is none other God but Thee,
the Educator of the seen and the unseen.

This was revealed for Muhammad-Sadiq, upon him be the
Glory of God:

In My Name through which the fragrance of the All-Merciful
hath been wafted throughout creation.

O thou who art mentioned before the Wronged One! Hear the
call from the Most Exalted Horizon. Verily, there is none other
God but Him, the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed. He calleth at all times for the salvation of all who are
in creation, but the people hear not. None have arisen in truth
save those who are among the most lost in My Manifest Book.
He who loved Me hath mentioned thee. We make mention of
thee with that which shall endure as long as the Kingdom of
God, the Lord of the worlds, endureth. When thou art blessed
with My verses, turn thy face toward God, thy Lord and the
Lord of thy forefathers, and say:

O my God, my God! I testify that by Thy Name the names
have been erased, and by Thy Manifestation the idols have
fallen, the standards have been reversed, and illusions have
been shaken, and by Thy grace the Kawthar of life hath flowed,
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whose source Thou hast made to be Thy Most Exalted Pen. O
Lord! Thou seest me turning toward Thee, hoping for the won-
ders of Thy grace, and anticipating what Thou hast ordained
for Thy chosen ones. I beseech Thee by the power of Thy
Most Exalted Word and the fruits of the Lote-Tree beyond
which there is no passing, to make me speak Thy Name and
mention that which hath appeared from Thee. O Lord! The
poor one hath turned toward the ocean of Thy bounty, and the
seeker toward the Luminary of Thy bestowals. I beseech Thee
to ordain for me the reward of those whose deeds have been ac-
cepted and who have attained unto Thy presence in Thy Most
Great Prison. Verily, Thou art the Lord of the world and the
Educator of the nations. There is none other God but Thee,
the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

This was revealed for Rubabih, the wife of the aforementioned,
upon her be the Glory of God, the Lord of the Day of Resur-
rection:

In the Name of the One True Object of Desire:

O handmaiden of God! Upon thee be My Glory! Praise be to
God, thou hast attained unto that which was mentioned and
recorded in the divine Books. God, exalted be His glory, gave
glad tidings of this Most Great Manifestation to all the peoples
of the world and all things, and created all for this blessed
Day. However, the doubts of the ignorant, the suggestions
of the learned, and the might of princes have prevented all
from the ocean of the utterance of the Lord of all beings. All
are occupied with themselves and heedless of Him, save those
whom thy Lord willeth. The ornaments of the world have
deprived the people of the realm of creation. How many are
the men who are deprived of the river of mercy and forbidden
from drawing nigh unto God, exalted be His glory. Thank
thy Lord, for He hath enabled thee, assisted thee, and made
mention of thee in His Great Prison. There is none other God
but Him, the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

This was revealed for Ali-Akbar, upon him be the Glory of
God:

In My Most Great Name

O Ali-Qabli-Akbar! The deluded ones, like the people of the
past, cling to vain imaginings and remain heedless and veiled
from the ocean of divine knowledge. The sayings of old have
come forth and the ways of fancy have appeared. From the
malice and hatred of that party was manifested that which
caused the angels drawn nigh and the Dawning Places of the
revelation of the Lord of all worlds to weep and lament. And
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now the deniers of the Bayan are seen to be like unto that peo-
ple, nay worse. They have committed that which no oppressor
hath ever committed, and with utmost endeavor and complete
determination they strive to extinguish the divine light and
quench the celestial fire of God’s love.

Glory be to God! Heedlessness hath reached such a state that
they deny the light of the Sun of Truth and conceal the waves
of the ocean of utterance. Like clouds they have become veils
and have prevented the servants from the effulgences of the
Luminary of proof. Thus have their souls enticed them.

We beseech God, exalted be His glory, to grant sight and be-
stow hearing, that perchance the heedless may become aware
and turn towards the court of God. Take thou My Book with
My Name and My power. Verily it will draw thee nigh unto My
Kingdom and protect thee from the doubts of the suspicious
ones and the intimations of the barking ones. We beseech God
to assist thee to be steadfast and to ordain for thee the good of
this world and the next. Verily He is the Mighty, the Powerful.
The glory from Us be upon thee and upon thy wife who hath
believed in God, the Lord of all worlds.

O Khadijih! Hold fast unto the cord of grace and fix thy gaze
upon the horizon of His bounty. We beseech God to adorn His
handmaidens with the ornament of chastity, trustworthiness,
truthfulness and purity. Verily He is the All-Bountiful, the
Generous. We make mention of the handmaidens of God at
this time and give them the glad-tidings of God’s grace, loving-
kindness and attention, exalted be His glory, and We beseech
confirmation for all in such deeds as will cause the exaltation
of God’s Word. Verily He speaketh the truth and commandeth
His servants and handmaidens that which will profit them in
every world of His worlds. He is verily the Forgiving, the Mer-
ciful.

Praise be to God that each of the loved ones and leaves hath
attained unto the ocean of utterance and the light of revelation.
This evanescent servant beseecheth God to confirm all to take
the pearls of utterance which have appeared from the ocean of
His grace. Although these have been and are manifest, yet to
attain unto them is impossible without the confirmations and
favors of God. Verily He confirmeth whom He willeth even
as He confirmed them to turn unto Him and mentioned them
with such mention as cannot be equalled by the mention of all
peoples. Verily He is the Protector of the doers of good and
the Goal of them that know.
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Having sought permission to attain His presence, after it was
presented before Him, this exalted Word was revealed from
the Mouth of Will, blessed and exalted be His utterance: O
thou who gazest upon the Countenance! Love of wealth and
position hath deprived the world of the outpourings of the
Day of Return, to such extent that they have regarded the
Reformer of the world as a corrupter and have deemed the
Ocean of Justice as tyranny. With utmost vigor and effort they
are occupied with preventing the servants from attaining the
court of His presence. The people of oppression have become
an obstacle. We beseech God to grant fairness. Well, if wisdom
requireth it, they may turn, but with such turning whereby all
created things turn unto God, the Lord of the Kingdom of
Signs. Give thanks unto thy Lord for this most great favor
which hath appeared from His Mighty Announcement.

Thus hath the luminary of permission shone forth from the
heaven of bounty with such radiance as hath transformed the
darkness of sorrow into joy. According to the command, if one
or two souls turn, there is no harm.

O My loved one! Ever hath God, exalted be His glory, loved
and continueth to love His chosen ones, and His grace is evident
as the sun. However, they have been prevented by other causes:
first, the might of princes; second, the clamor of divines; and
third, the blessed Word that was heard from the Mouth of Will,
exalted be His utterance: “The earth is a prison, outwardly still
but inwardly in motion.”

Knowledge is with God, our Lord and the Lord of the Mighty
Throne.

7 Concerning the mention of one of the uncles who ascended

before attaining to faith, after it was presented at the Most
Exalted Station, this supreme Word was revealed, exalted be
His utterance: We beseech God to forgive him through His
bounty and generosity, and to send down upon him mercy from
His presence and light from His own Self. Verily, He is the Most
Generous of the generous ones and the Most Merciful of the
merciful ones.

;. O Muhammad! Upon thee be the Glory of God, the Single,

the One! Praise be to the Goal of all worlds Who assisted
thee to turn and to make mention. Verily, He assisteth whom
He willeth through His bounty and generosity, and He is the
Mighty, the Powerful. And He hath answered that which thou
didst desire. Verily, the Command is in His grasp - He giveth
and He withholdeth, and He is the Commander, the Taker, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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The ocean of forgiveness and grace of God, exalted be His glory,
is before the faces of all beings, yet the people, like unto cattle,
have denied this most great favor through their own vain imag-
inings. In these days, one who is heedless, to whose ignorance
and negligence all things testify, hath mentioned that which
every letter thereof beareth witness to his ignorance. Would
that the deniers had understood the root of the Cause! Until
now they know not from whom came that which transpired in
the presence of the Primal Point, may the spirit of all else be
sacrificed for His sake. In any case, the Truth is evident and
manifest as the sun above all else, but the blind and sightless
are deprived of beholding it. Leave them to their vain discours-
ings. Verily, we are God’s and unto Him shall we return.

As to the request for ultimate success and prosperity, after
it was presented at the Most Exalted Summit, the Tongue of
Grandeur spoke these decisive verses, blessed and exalted be
His utterance: O thou who drinkest My choice wine! We have
heard thy call and the servant in attendance hath laid before
Us that wherewith thou didst commune with God, the Lord of
the Throne and earth, and the Master of the hereafter and this
world, Who hath come from the horizon of power with manifest
sovereignty. Blessed be thy tongue for having spoken the truth.
We beseech Him, exalted be He, to assist thee in that which
draweth the hearts of those who have turned towards Him, and
to exalt thee among His servants through His Name. Verily, He
is the Omnipotent, the All-Powerful. Say:

O my God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having caused
me to turn towards Thee, to acknowledge Thy oneness and to
confess that which Thou hast revealed in Thy Book. O Lord!
Thou seest me attracted by Thy verses, clinging to Thy cord,
yearning to plunge into the ocean of Thy oneness, to stand be-
fore the gate of Thy grandeur and to attain unto Thy presence.
I beseech Thee, O Creator of the world and Quickener of the
nations, by the Most Great Name, to ordain for me that which
will draw me nigh unto Thee, preserve me, aid me, and be a
light unto me in all the worlds of Thy worlds. Then decree
for me, O God of Names and Creator of heaven, the best in
this world and the world to come. Verily Thou art God; there
is none other God but Thee. Thou hast ever been mighty
through Thy will and supreme through Thy purpose. Thou
doest as Thou pleasest, and in Thy grasp are the reins of all
things. There is none other God but Thee, the All-Hearing,
the Answering. O Lord! Ordain for me and for those with me,
and for those who have laid hold on the cord of Thy bounty
and clung to the hem of Thy mercy, that which Thou hast
ordained for Thy chosen ones and Thy trusted ones. Verily,
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Thou art the Almighty, the Powerful, and worthy to answer
prayer.

Praise be to God! The waves of the ocean of bounty are suc-
cessively and continuously manifest and evident. Well is it
with thee and blessed art thou! This servant beseecheth his
Lord to make thee steadfast in His service and vocal in His
mention amongst His servants. Verily, He is the Almighty, the
Powerful.

Convey greetings on behalf of this servant to the friends in
that land. For each one I beseech God, exalted be His glory,
for steadfastness, as the heedless ones, the barking ones, and
the transgressors lie in wait. I beseech Him, exalted be He, to
protect them and ordain for them that which will draw them
nigh unto Him and assist them to remain firm in the Most
Great Steadfastness. Verily, He is the Confirmer, the All-Wise.

Glory, remembrance and praise be upon you and upon those
with you, and upon all who are firm, steadfast, resolute, speak-
ing, and upright. Praise be to our Lord, the Mighty, the Wise.

The servant 19 Jamadiyu’l-Avval 1306
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To: Mirza Ayyub, in Tihran
Date: 1306-05-21 [1889-Jan-23]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Today, praise and thanksgiving are the exclusive privilege of
His loved ones—those souls who have attained and continue to
attain unto the Choice Wine, and who fear not the appointed
hour. They have freely sacrificed their lives in the path of Him
Who is the Goal of all worlds. Neither the might of princes
doth frighten them, nor the oppression of divines cause them to
tremble. With most eloquent utterance, they have proclaimed
before all religions: “The Truth hath come!” Glory be to God!
Wonder upon wonder that the deeds manifested by the lovers
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in this Revelation have not served to admonish or awaken the
peoples of the earth. Whither is fairness fled? What hath be-
come of justice? One, at the moment of martyrdom, exclaimed
“How wonderful!” Another declared “I have offered up my
spirit unto God!” Yet another, before the House, offered up
his life with his own hands. If ye were to count the martyrs of
God in this Revelation, ye could not number them. In truth,
they are beyond reckoning. Each gave his life in such wise that
the denizens of the Supreme Paradise exclaimed “Blessed be
God!” and the dwellers of the most exalted Paradise cried out
“What rapture for the sake of God!” Glorified be the majesty
of our Lord! There is no God but Him, the Almighty, the
Powerful.

O thou beloved of My heart! Thy distinguished letter arrived,
bringing into existence the joy that was lost and manifesting
the hidden gladness into the realm of being. Praise be to God,
it bore tidings of thy well-being, and after causing joy and
delight, it was presented before the Presence of the Lord of all
worlds at the Most Exalted Court and the Source of the joy
of earth and heaven. It was honored to be heard, after which
the Tongue of Grandeur spoke these verses. Thus speaketh the
Lord, exalted and sanctified be He, through My Name, which
speaketh before all faces:

O thou who art mentioned before the Wronged One! We
have heard thy call and have answered thee with a Word from
which every people shall find the greatest of what they possess,
whereby the people of the Furqan shall discover the fragrances
of the All-Merciful, and the people of the Gospel shall find
the utterances of the Friend, and the companions of the Torah
shall hear the cooing of the Dove of the Cause upon the high-
est branches, and the people of the Bayan shall find that which
attracts the hearts and minds. Thus hath the Mother Book re-
vealed its utterance, and the Mother of Utterance its verses,
and the Most Great Ocean its waves, and the Sun of Being its
bounty and effulgence. Blessed is the soul that hath ascended,
heard and seen. Woe to the heedless! Thou wert present be-
fore the Wronged One and didst hear His call and knew that
He desired naught save the reformation of the world and the
education of the souls of nations. But the people turned away
from Him and denied His Manifestation and whatsoever was
revealed from Him, out of transgression against God, the Lord
of the Mighty Throne. By God! This is the Day wherein the
Mount hath been moved to smile, for it hath attained unto its
Interlocutor, and the Tree calleth out with the most exalted
call: “He Who caused Me to speak hath come! Fear God,
O people, and deny not Him through Whom the river of ut-
terance hath flowed throughout all possibility and the ocean
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of knowledge hath surged before all religions.” Be fair in the
Cause of God and His Manifestation, and be not of them who
disputed His signs and denied His favor and committed that
which caused every discerning scholar and every informed mys-
tic to lament.

Say: O concourse of men! The Most Great Scene hath been
adorned through the Lord of Destiny, and every hidden matter
hath been revealed. Turn with radiant faces to the Supreme
Horizon and follow not those who have denied the proof of God
and His testimony, when He came with a mighty command and
clear sovereignty. The servant who was present brought thy
letter and presented it before the Face. We have revealed for
thee that which was a bounty to the righteous and a light to
the chosen ones and a river of life to all peoples. We beseech
God to aid them to turn unto Him and to grant them success
in that which beseemeth this holy, mighty and wondrous Day.
When the attraction of My utterance taketh hold of thee and
the wine of My exposition intoxicateth thee, say:

My God, my God! My soul is a sacrifice for Thy call, and my
spirit for turning to Thee, and for Thy remembrance. Thou
hast turned toward me from the direction of the Prison and
remembered me when I was silent in Thy remembrance, and
called me when I was asleep. I testify that Thy mercy hath
preceded me and the light of Thy Cause hath encompassed me.
I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy Kingdom and the myster-
ies of Thy Dominion, and by the Word whereby the hearts of
Thy servants and the realities of Thy creation were attracted,
such that they hastened to the place of sacrifice out of longing
to meet Thee, and by the neck which attained the rope of en-
emies in the land of Sad as a manifestation of Thy power and
an expression of its detachment from all else but Thee, that
Thou aid Thy servants to be fair in Thy Cause, then enable
them to rend asunder the veils of idle fancies that prevented
them from drawing nigh unto the court of Thy glory and from
hearkening to Thy most sweet call which was raised from Thy
Most Exalted Pen. O Lord! I am Thy servant and the son
of Thy servant and the son of Thy handmaiden. I testify to
Thy oneness and Thy singleness and to that which Thou hast
revealed in Thy Book and manifested for the ascension of Thy
creation to the station Thou hast ordained for them through
Thy bounty and generosity. O Lord! I beseech Thee to ordain
for me what Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones who did
not break Thy covenant and Thy testament, and whom nei-
ther the might of kings nor the wealth of monarchs prevented
from gazing toward Thy horizon and holding fast to Thy cord.
Verily, Thou art the Powerful over what Thou willest. There
is no God but Thee, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.
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Blessed is God! What a wondrous mention and blessed time,
when the call of the Lord of Names and Creator of Heaven
was raised with the praise of all things! The waves of the
ocean of utterance appeared in such wise that the seas of the
world became, as it were, all ears to hearken, and likewise the
trees. What a rapture hath in this hour seized the world! It is
as though the wondrous words have bestowed new spirit and
granted fresh life. Fach one speaketh with glad tidings and
uttereth a word, yet what profit is there, when the people,
bereft of justice, are all deprived and forbidden? If they turn
aside from this Most Great Cause, what matter is worthy of
attachment, and if they deny it, what cause is deserving of
acceptance?

In any case, prayer is necessary, not cruelty, for strife, con-
tention and corruption have been strictly forbidden in this
Most Great Revelation in the Book of our Lord, the Lord of the
Mighty Throne. Would that they had understood the purpose
of the Desired One! He hath commanded all servants in all
conditions to patience and forbearance, and the friends have
so firmly clung to this blessed word that they are slain but
slay not, hear evil but speak it not. These unjust ones of the
world have become confident, and each day there occurs that
which causeth the eye of justice to weep. The light which is
the cause of the world’s illumination - they strive to extinguish
it. And these swords and spears, though outwardly directed
at these servants, in truth return upon the oppressors them-
selves. We beseech God to make known to all what they are
prevented from recognizing today through idle fancies and vain
imaginings. Verily we are God’s and unto Him do we return.

As for thy expression of humility and lowliness before the Most
Holy Court, after it was presented, these blessed words were
spoken: This humility and lowliness of thine is, before God,
exalted be His glory, greater than the might and power of those
who possess power. Blessed be thy tongue, for it hath spoken
the truth. We beseech God to ordain for thee the good of the
hereafter and of this world, and to decree for thee that whereby
thy mention shall endure in every world of His worlds. Verily
He is the Mighty, the Powerful. He doeth what He willeth and
ordaineth what He pleaseth.

Thou didst mention Aga Mirza Asadu’llah, upon him be the
glory of God. After it was presented before the Throne, a
Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet was revealed specifically for
him from the right hand of the Throne. God willing, may he
attain unto it and drink from the ocean of the utterance of
the Most Merciful that which will intoxicate him such that
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in the assemblage of the world he may cry out “The King-
dom belongeth unto God, the Sovereign of all realms!” This
servant conveyeth greetings and beseecheth God to grant en-
abling grace. In truth, the mention of the Beloved is a fresh
joy for the heart, a new melody for the ear, and a trustworthy
fountain for understanding. Praise be to God that that loved
one hath attained unto mention, praise, orientation, love and
acceptance. Verily He is the Compassionate, the Generous,
and He is the Helper, the All-Wise.

Regarding Qurratu’l-‘Ayn and the joy of the heart of Lugman,
upon him be the glory of the Most Merciful: A Most Holy,
Most Exalted Tablet hath also been revealed specifically for
him from the horizon of the heaven of proof. It is hoped that
he may be nurtured under the shadow of the grace of God,
exalted be His glory, and attain unto that which is the cause of
everlasting life and eternal mention. His mention brought joy,
and this is evidence of God’s grace and mercy. The servant
beseecheth his Lord to ordain for him what is best for him.
Verily He is the Mighty, the Powerful.

2 I convey greetings to the friends in that land, and I beseech

God, exalted be His glory, to grant each one that which lead-
eth to exaltation and elevation. Verily He is the Hearer, the
Answerer.
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Date: 1306-05-21 [1889-Jan-23]

In the Name of Him Who shineth from the horizon of proof!

The Promise hath come to pass, and that which was mentioned
in the Books of God, the Lord of the Day of Judgment, hath
appeared. Verily he hath attained unto all good, as witnessed
by [...] He speaketh in every condition that there is none other
God but Me, the Lord of all that is seen and unseen, and the
Lord of the Throne [...] Thou hast attained unto the call of the
Wronged One. Turn thy face toward God, the Self-Subsisting,
the All-Compelling |...]

My God, my God! Thou seest me turning toward Thee and
[...] Thy face and clinging to [...] Thy grace. I am the one who,
O my God [...] was uttered by the tongue of Thy grandeur,
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and I have held fast to what Thou hast revealed in Thy Books
[and Thy Scriptures] and Thy Tablets. O Lord! Aid me to
gaze toward Thy horizon with Thine eye and to hearken unto
Thy call with Thine ear. O Lord! Thou seest the transgressor
turning toward the waves of the ocean of Thy generosity, seek-
ing Thy forgiveness |[...] and the ignorant one [turning toward]
the kingdom of Thy knowledge and wisdom.

I beseech Thee by [the light] whereby Thou hast illumined Thy
earth and Thy heaven, and opened the doors of the hearts of
Thy servants, that Thou [mayest make me| enriched through
Thy riches, detached from all else save Thee, and content with
what Thou hast ordained for me through Thy firm decree and
Thine irrevocable destiny. Verily Thou art He through Whose
bounty all created things have testified, and through Whose
grace all contingent beings have borne witness. There is none
other God but Thee, the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

Within Thy grasp are the reins of all who are in the heavens
and on earth. O Lord! Withhold not him who hath turned
toward Thee, and remove not him who hath sought the court
of Thy nearness and the threshold of Thy door. Ordain for
him through Thy bounty that which shall cause him to arise
to serve Thee and to speak Thy praise among Thy creatures.
Then write down for him the good of all worlds among Thy
worlds. Verily Thou art the Ever-Forgiving, the Most Merciful.
There is none other God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-
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To: Sayfullah Khan, in Isfahan

Date: 1306-05-21 [1889-Jan-23]

He is the All-Witnessing, the All-Informed ! L)) 5

Praised be God! The light of utterance has dawned and shines
forth from the horizon of the heaven of proof, and the call
of the Goal of all worlds has been raised in the kingdom of
knowledge. The pens of the oppressors - that is, the ignorant
ones of the earth - did not prevent His Pen of justice, and the
veils of creation did not conceal the radiance of His Word. With
the most exalted call He proclaimed in the realm of creation
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and summoned the people to the supreme horizon. Clamor
arose from all directions; from every side they assailed the
Wronged One. Glory be to God! From the signs and clear
proofs to which all the peoples of the world have clung and
still cling, nothing has appeared save denial and turning away.
The hearing of the people of the world has been defiled by false
tales, and likewise their sight by the dust of vain imaginings.
For these two reasons they are debarred from the presence of
the Cause of causes, and prevented from the Salsabil of the
utterance of the All-Glorious. We beseech God to remove that
which bars - He is the Mighty, the Powerful.

When thou hearest My call and the shrill voice of My Most
Exalted Pen in the prison of Akka, say: “My God, my God!
Separation from Thee hath consumed me, and remoteness from
Thee hath set me ablaze. Thou seest and knowest that this
servant of Thine hath yearned for Thy nearness and Thy will,
and his heart hath melted in longing to hear Thy call. T be-
seech Thee, O Mystery of existence and Educator of the seen
and unseen, by Thy greatest signs and the manifestations of
Thy grandeur amongst mankind, to make me steadfast in Thy
Cause and speaking forth among Thy creatures. Verily Thou
art the Almighty, the Powerful, and worthy to answer prayer.”
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To: Siyyid Ali Yazdi Husband of Hubbiyyih, in Eqypt
Date: 1306-05-21 [1889-Jan-23]

.0 Al
kindness!

Upon thee be the peace of God and His loving-

First, thou shouldst under all conditions be filled with joy, ex-
ultation, and gladness. But the manifestation of this station is
and hath ever been impossible unless thou holdest fast unto ab-
solute reliance upon God. This is the remedy for sorrow and in
truth the supreme antidote for all manner of grief, gloom and
melancholy. And trust is not attained except through perfect
certitude. Certitude hath its effects and fruits.

Second is forbearance and the showing of friendship to high
and low - God forgive! All are noble if they but accept the
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loving counsels of Truth. This luminous station illumineth the
heart, breast and mind of all with an indescribable light.

Third, conduct, deeds and words must be conditioned by wis-
dom and the requirements of the time. Praise be to God that
thou art adorned with all that hath been mentioned. This tes-
timony in this station is a pearl beyond compare and a light
without peer.

5 O Alil Convey the greetings of the Wronged One to the friends.
God willing, may all be aided to achieve that which the time
requireth. In times calling for vigorous action, hesitation is
not permitted, and in times of peace and reconciliation, words
of wrath are not befitting. God willing, may all be enabled
to attain to contentment and submission, which are as two
luminaries in the heaven of existence. Blessed are they and
those who are endued with understanding....
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To: Siyyid Hashim, in Isfahan
Date: 1306-05-21 [1889-Jan-23]

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him and that
He Who hath come from the dayspring of power is the Hidden
One in knowledge, inscribed in the Tablet and mentioned in
the books of the past from God, the Lord of the worlds. He
raiseth up whomsoever He willeth through His grace, and He
is the Mighty, the Powerful. The clamor of factions hath not
hindered Him. He hath appeared and revealed what He desired
with a sovereignty before which all who are in the heavens
and on earth are powerless. We have heard thy call and have
remembered thee in this perspicuous Tablet. Say:

Praise be unto Thee, O my God, and glorification be unto Thee,
O my Beloved, for having made known unto me the Dayspring
of Thy Revelation, the Source of Thy commandments and the
Fountainhead of Thy laws. I beseech Thee by Thy loved ones
who have spent whatsoever they possessed for the exaltation
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of Thy Cause and whom the happenings of the world did not
withhold from drawing nigh unto Thy Most Great Name, to
make me a servant of Thy Cause, steadfast in Thy love and
firm in my devotion to Thee. Verily Thou art powerful to do
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To: Jahan

Date: 1306-05-21 [1889-Jan-23]

In the Name of Him Who hath preceded all names!

2 O My handmaiden and My leaf! Today every leaf is engaged
in remembrance, and the leaves of the Divine Lote-Tree are
speaking forth “The Truth hath come!” Blessed is the soul
that was not held back from the Straight Path and the Great
Announcement by names, but passed by them like lightning
and attained unto the Truth. The Day is God’s Day, and the
Light of the Sun of Truth is shining and manifest from the
horizon of the heaven of God’s Will. Names have no station or
path in this realm.

O My handmaiden! Thy remembrance was mentioned in the
Most Holy and Exalted Presence, and this blessed Tablet hath
been sent down from the heaven of favor. Give thanks to thy
Lord for this, and say: “Praise be unto Thee for having remem-
bered me in Thy prison, and glory be unto Thee for having
guided me to Thy Most Glorious Horizon. I beseech Thee by
the hearts that have been illumined by the light of Thy knowl-
edge, and by the faces that have turned toward the splendors
of Thy countenance, to ordain for me through Thy Most Fx-
alted Pen the good of this world and the world to come. There
is none other God but Thee, the Single, the One, the Compas-
sionate, the Forgiving, the Generous.”
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BHO09103

To: Mashhadi Yusuf Bayk, in Isfahan
Date: 1306-05-21 [1889-Jan-23]

He is the One dawning from the horizon of proof.

O My loved ones! Upon you be My glory and My loving-
kindness. Praise be to God that you are among those souls
whose names were not prevented by their Owner from being
inscribed, and whose book was not deprived of that which was
sent down. You have passed beyond the world and joined the
arena of the utterance of the Lord of all beings, and held fast
to His cord. This station is like unto the head compared to the
various stations of the world, and like unto sight compared to
the temples of ranks among the nations. Beseech God to grant
you strength that you may remain firm and steadfast in this
most exalted station and most glorious spot. We mentioned
you before with a mention whose fragrance is everlasting and
enduring, and this is yet another time from God, the Lord of
all beings, the Lord of the Throne and of the earth.
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Date: 1306-05-21 [1889-Jan-23]
He is the Expositor, the All-Knowing ﬁu\ ;;hl\ .

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Name
the Compassionate, and by Thy Name the Kind, and by Thy
Name through which Thou didst open the gates of generosity
upon the faces of the world, such that neither error prevented
Thee from giving, nor did the disobedience of Thy servants
prevent Thy bounty and grace. Thou didst conceal through
Thy Name the Concealer and forgive through Thy Name the
All-Forgiving. O Lord! Thou seest the distant one who hath
desired the Kawthar of Thy nearness. I beseech Thee by the
waves of the ocean of Thy mercy and the mysteries hidden in
Thy Books to assist me in Thy remembrance and in service to
Thy Cause and in acting according to what Thou hast revealed

2 shall Karely S &\g'ﬁ;m Sl
Ol Cosd 4 sl Sl s 35 Sl
e oo b 22 W oy e o5
)Jsﬁjs\tﬁdwciabj;w\y
Sl @il Kol & S
SIS ol el o5 oy sl Ll
Sy Ko 2 el S
S a5 S5 Je day ol S G
Sl il K KB G s g el

e YL, 3

BLIB_ Orl15716.165c¢

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 48



V]

Vol. 89: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1306 A.H. (1888-1889) part II BH11160

in Thy Book. Verily Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty, and
worthy of answering prayer.

BH10534

Date: 1306-05-21 [1889-Jan-23]

He is the Single, the One!

Verily the heaven of bounty desired to send thee a star from
among the stars of mystical knowledge from the direction of its
Name, the All-Merciful. When its light taketh hold of thee and
its manifestation attracteth thee, rise from the horizon of the
House and say: O concourse of earth and heaven! By God, the
King of the Kingdom of Names hath come with a sovereignty
that no might can frighten and no power can weaken and no
veil can conceal and no clamor of them that have denied the
Day of Judgment can silence. Thus have We adorned the crown
of thy heart with the diadem of the bounty of thy Lord, the
All-Bountiful.
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To: Haji Mirza Husayn Shirazi, in Khartum
Date: 1306-05-21 [1889-Jan-23]

He is the All-Knowing

O Husayn, upon thee be My glory! O thou who art oppressed
in Khartoum, upon thee be My loving-kindness! O thou who
hast held fast to the Self-Subsisting after the Qa’im, upon thee
be My grace and My mercy! Say: My God, my God, and glory
be unto Thee, O Lord, my Lord and my Beloved, and glory be
unto Thee, O my Master and my Support, and glory be unto
Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by the hours which [...]
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To: Abdu’l-Karim Arbab, in Tihran
Date: 1306-05-21 [1889-Jan-23]

He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. ! ct:.J\ »
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To: Agqa Muhammad Rida Nahhas, in Nazareth
Date: 1306-05-28 [1889-Jan-30]

He is God - exalted be His majesty, greatness and power! Slas) y aka)l sl Sl al 5o 1
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and His balance among His creation, and upon His family and
companions, through whom the clouds have rained and the
earth has yielded its fruits, and through whom the door of
divine knowledge was opened to all who dwell in the realm of
possibility, and the Cause of God encompassed all religions.
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ones. Praise be to God that the opposition and neglect of the
people of the world did not prevent you and He preserved you.
This preservation has been and is from God. Who besides
Him can preserve the servants save God, the Powerful, the
Preserver, the Wise?
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After perusal, it was presented before Him and He said: “O
Rida, upon thee be the peace of God! This Wronged One
has, from the earliest days, counseled all people regarding
that which would exalt their stations and the station of God’s
sovereign Word. At the outset We beseech God, blessed and
exalted be He, to assist His servants to be trustworthy, truthful
and pure. Through goodly character is the station of creation
exalted and the Creator’s good-pleasure won. Say:

My God, my God! I beseech Thee by the Fire that spoke
unto Him Who conversed with Thee, and by the Light of Thy
knowledge whereby the hearts of them that have recognized
Thee were illumined, and by the fruits of the Tree of Thy Cause
and the waves of the ocean of Thy bounty, to ordain for me
that which will elevate me amongst Thy servants and cause me
to speak forth Thy remembrance and praise. O Lord! Thou
seest the feeble one seeking the Kawthar of Thy utterance, and
the ailing one the ocean of Thy healing. I beseech Thee not
to withhold from me that which Thou hast ordained for Thy
chosen ones and trusted ones. O Lord! I implore Thee by
them and by Thy Most Great Name to assist me in that which

befitteth my servitude towards Thee and Thy lordship over me.

Verily Thou art the Powerful, the Bountiful, the Forgiving, the
Generous.”

i Praise be to God! The news of your health and well-being was

precious tidings, as though emerging from a treasure-house of
Blessed art thou! I beseech God that He may, in all
conditions, assist you in that which leadeth to the exaltation
of His Cause and His Word. He said: Write to Rida - upon
him be peace: O Rida! We beseech God that He may aid thee
and through thy deeds and character draw the souls in that
land to the shore of the ocean of unity. Despair not of God’s
grace and mercy. Read what the All-Merciful hath revealed in
the Qur’an through His exalted Word: “He hath created man
and taught him articulate speech.”

love.

The possessors of divine mysteries have said: “Knowledge is
the completion of that which is known, and power and might
are the completion of creation.” Therefore when the heart of
man is sanctified from doubt, uncertainty, misgivings, and the
promptings of self and desire, it perceiveth knowledge in all
things and learneth from all things. God willing, mayest thou
be assisted to attain unto spiritual qualities, goodly character,
and pure deeds. O Rida! The hosts of deeds and character
have ever been and shall ever be victorious. Hold fast to the
sure handle of the blessed word “Fear God: God will teach
you.” When fear of God is attained, knowledge is present.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Loy p A 2 2 rL&»)z E«}U;\)'\ NP
@rﬁ\ ) 31 plla) Bl pole e Lo
plie 5 oplolie 4 57 & 0358 Coy |y U
Sk JU J a1 dyl G acllall il
5 34l 5 B Je esle 4% O d
253 G plie piny 3L L

J5 o)
SV caki o0y SOl 4l
Ol O g Gl S s (;‘Q‘
Al s S e SR Sk
3 Sake o b d 55 0l Sl
J—&mj i o @) K2y ST il
Sl Stlaz 2 ), Sl 28 b
il 5 SilanY w,8 Lo 2Z Y O
di' rlz;w Sl L8 &L\ oy gl

Sy s S G pb b e Gy

o @505 Jladl sl sl S

uguu,w@m,v}pmm
&w;jowﬁ&w;)\bfsj
wf\)uu\d\f\ceJ;(iby)\
w\«gjfmtuj\wax{.\j,\jb)
sl s O e Loy 4 g0
d%\}d&\)\)b\;d&f\jf&.ﬂ&
Y*w»yﬁéﬁubu@‘d‘wﬂy
f)m,\u;f\w,,w@,wwu
Ol e 0LV 3l Ll dsa 06 3

Slosge s Al SSa ol Olorlo
L M) 2 a5l 5 5,00 5 ol ple A
v\\)ﬁ AJJ‘;LA\ J))OLJLM\)\ .Jw.wL.w\).\
Le\..ladhs"\)ub;)d%\;uijb
M;asj)wu%\)db?\:}a-bj
;J‘&/A.“\ ‘)JL:\ d{) ‘4«{ & 09 % 9
ﬂbécwybdﬂdﬁk&mcm

Sl

o1



Vol. 89: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1306 A.H. (1888-1889) part II

BH00701

O Rida! The sacred and luminous pearls of knowledge lie hid-
den in the ocean of the heart, but the time for their mention
hath not come. It hath been said: “Not all that is known can
be disclosed.” Would that there were a river that could receive
sustenance from this ocean! What We have said was for the
reformation of the world and the training of the souls of the
nations. But those who are colored with the hues of the world
accepted it not. They attributed oppression to the Dawning-
Place of justice, and tyranny to equity. Beseech God that He
may adorn and illumine all through His handiwork, which is
sanctification and detachment from the colorings of the world.

Deal with the foreigners with utmost love, and with the Arabs
with kindness and compassion. Ever keep before thy face this
blessed word: “Glory is not his who loveth his country, but
glory is his who loveth the world.” Peace be upon thee from
Us, and upon those who have cast away desire and taken hold
of guidance. The Command is in God’s hands, the Lord of all
mankind and the Lord of the last and the first.

It is hoped that through thy spiritual presence hearts and
minds may be illumined, and that this journey may plant new
saplings in fresh and goodly soil. Praise be to God that the
time is at hand, the opportunity hath not passed, death and
loss have not come. Therefore must man strive and, mindful
of the one true Friend, do that which will reform and enlighten
the world. This evanescent servant beseecheth God that He
may, through the hands of your endeavor and effort, plant in
the soil of being whatsoever will prove beneficial. Verily, He
hath power over all things.

They have said: O Rida! What is incumbent upon thee to-
day is that those souls should be pleased with thee, for verily
they are good people who believe in divine unity. God willing,
mayest thou be adorned with two ornaments: forbearance and
benevolence. The heaven of divine wisdom is illumined by two
luminaries: consultation and compassion; and the pavilion of
world order is upheld by two pillars: reward and punishment.

Praise be to God! From your missive all are content and joyful.
This is the fruit of your journey, praise be to God that you have
attained it.

Jinab-i-Agqa Ghulam-‘Ali and Qurratu’l-‘Ayn—upon them
both be the salutations of God and His grace—arrived and
attained the honor of His presence, and abode in Bahji for
two or three nights; thereafter they took their leave and
departed. Once again mention was made of Qurratu’l-‘Ayn,
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together with such words as are the cause of joy and yearning
concerning pure and holy deeds. Verily, our Lord is the One
Who aideth and confirmeth, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

As to what was mentioned concerning the items which were
kindly dispatched, please God they will arrive. It had been
intended that in these days Siyyid Hadrat-i-Afnan—upon him
be from all glory His most glorious splendor—should come,
and that he would bring them with him. If they arrive, most
excellent indeed is the desired end. We sow for the servants
of the earth; we write and render thanks. Yet it is certain
that they shall arrive, for that honored soul hath sent them
with utmost love, and this servant in turn receiveth them with
full assurance of that love. In such a case there can be neither
hindrance nor obstruction in the way, and thus they will arrive.

5 We have committed all affairs unto Him and have placed our

trust in Him. Upon you be greeting and remembrance and
praise, and upon those with you, and upon the righteous ser-
vants of God.

The servant, 28 Jamadi’ul-Awwal 1206
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To: Zaynul-Abdin Khan, in Tihran
Date: 1306-06 [1889-Feb]

He is the One dawning from the horizon of the heaven of ut-
terance

A Book which the All-Merciful hath sent down unto him who
hath rent asunder the veils of idle fancies on a Day when ser-
vants who broke God’s Covenant and Testament, disputed His
verses, denied His proof, and rejected His testimony that en-
compasseth all who are in the heavens and on earth, have clung
to such fancies. The dawn hath appeared and the breeze of God
hath wafted over all regions, yet the people remain in evident
drunkenness. They have cast away that which profiteth them
and taken that which harmeth them, and have committed that
which hath caused all things to lament. They shall ere long
behold the recompense of their deeds. Verily God is the Just,
the All-Wise.
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Thy letter hath come before the Wronged One. We have read it
and replied to thee with a Tablet through every word of which
God quickeneth such as have believed in Him and in that which
hath been sent down from His presence. Thy Lord is verily
the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. We have found from
every letter of the letters of thy missive the fragrance of the
knowledge of God, the Lord of all worlds. Blessed art thou for
having believed in Him and in that which hath been sent down
from the heaven of His grace, and for having acknowledged
that which the Nightingale of Proof warbled upon the highest
branches.

The gate of heaven hath been opened and the Lord of the
Kingdom of Names hath come with a sovereignty that the hosts
could not repel, with a might that the power of kings could not
weaken, and with a command before which all in the heavens
and on earth have bowed down. He stood before the faces of
the world and summoned all unto the All-Knowing, the One
Informed. He chose not silence for Himself nor did He conceal
His face for less than a moment. He appeared and manifested
that which He desired, despite the company of divines who
broke God’s Covenant and Testament and turned away from
His straight path.

When thou hearest the call of My Name, the Self-Subsisting,
and attainest unto My choice-sealed wine, turn thy face toward
God, the Lord of what was and what shall be, and say:

My God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having moved
Thy Most Exalted Pen to make mention of me while I was in
the hands of the wicked ones, and thanksgiving be unto Thee
for having caused the lights of Thy luminous countenance to
shine upon me. I beseech Thee, O my Lord, by Thy Command
through which the ocean of Thy knowledge surged and the fra-
grance of Thy garment was diffused, and by Thy Name through
which the gate of song was opened before the faces of the poor,
and the gate of wisdom before all creatures, and the gates of
bounty and knowledge and bestowal before all who dwell in
the kingdom of creation, and by the shrill voice of Thy Pen
and the penetrating power of Thy Word, to ordain for me that
which will draw me nigh unto Thee in all conditions. Thou art
verily the Most High, the Supreme.

O my Lord! Disappoint me not of that which Thou hast or-
dained for such of Thy chosen servants as were so intoxicated
by the wine of Thy utterance that they sought the place of sac-
rifice, yearning to attain Thy presence and seeking Thy good-
pleasure. Then write down for me the good of this world and
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the world to come. Thou art verily the Almighty, the Most
Exalted, the All-Bountiful, the Ever-Flowing.
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To: Pasha Khan Sanjavi, in Kirmanshah
Date: 1306-06-06 [1889-Feb-7]

He is the One manifest above His servants.

The signs of the favors of God, exalted be His glory, are mani-
fest and evident from every direction, and the effulgences of the
lights of His Revelation are sanctified and holy beyond all else.
The Kawthar of utterance flows from His Pen, and the Salsabil
of knowledge is manifest and visible through His Name. One
drop thereof would resurrect the inhabitants of the graves and
bestow upon them eternal life. By graves is meant heedlessness
of the self and passion, and the death of those in such graves
is more severe and greater than physical death. Praise be to
God that you have drunk the Kawthar of knowledge from the
hand of the bounty of the One sought by all the worlds, and
have attained to that which most of the people of the world
are deprived of. We beseech God to assist you and to manifest
through you that which will cause the exaltation of the Word
and the advancement of souls. Commit all affairs to Him and
place your trust in Him. Say:

My God, my God, my Lord, my Support, and my Beloved! I
have placed my trust in Thee and have committed my affairs
unto Thee. I know not what profiteth me or harmeth me; Thou
art more knowing than I, and Thou knowest what draweth me
nigh unto Thee and delivereth me. Ordain for me through Thy
Most Exalted Pen that which will assist me to remain steadfast
in Thy Cause and to mention Thee among Thy servants with
wisdom and utterance. O my Lord! Thou seest Thy servant
clinging to the cord of Thy grace and holding fast to the hem of
Thy mercy. Ordain for him every good that was in Thy Book.
Verily, Thou art powerful to do what Thou willest. There is
no God but Thee, the All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Ali Muhammad, in Kirmanshah
Date: 1306-06-06 [1889-Feb-7]

He is the One Who speaketh in the Kingdom of Utterance.

The Command hath come, and the decree hath appeared, and
the Herald hath called out before the faces of the servants:
“The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the Lord of creation!”
Blessed is he who hath heard the call from the Most Exalted
Horizon, and hath arisen, turning towards Him, and hath said:

“Glory be unto Thee, O my God, my Lord, my Master and
my Support, and glory be unto Thee, O my Beloved, my Pur-
pose, my Hope and my Desire! I testify to Thy singleness and
Thy oneness, and to that which the Tongue of Thy grandeur
hath spoken, and that which hath been inscribed by the Pen
of Thy Command in Thy Books, Thy Scrolls, Thy Scriptures
and Thy Tablets. And I testify that Thou didst create me for
the recognition of the Dayspring of Thy Revelation and the
Manifestation of Thy Self.

“I beseech Thee, O Lord of existence and Educator of the seen
and the unseen, by Thy Name through which the pearls of
mysteries appeared through the key of Thy chosen Name, and
through which the hearts of the righteous were attracted, to
ordain for me what Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones,
Thy trusted ones, and Thy loved ones. Thou art He Who
disappointeth not those who hope in Thee, nor driveth away
from Thy door those who seek Thee. There is none other
God but Thee, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful. Glory be
unto Thee, O God of Names and Creator of heaven! I beseech
Thee by Thy Most Great and Most Glorious Name to assist
me in that which will elevate my station and my rank among
Thy servants and Thy creation. Verily, Thou art powerful over
whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.”
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To: Pasha Khan Sanjavi, in Kirmanshah

Date: 1306-06-06 [1889-Feb-7]

He is the Hearer, the Answerer! ey ct:.J\ 9

At this moment the Mother Book hath, in the most exalted call,
summoned the people of the earth and invited them to the
Dawning-Place of Divine Revelation and the Source of heav-
enly ordinances. O people of Baha! Know ye your station
and recognize the value of these days. Praise be to God that
warfare and strife have been removed, and the light of justice
hath shone forth from the horizon of the Will of God, glorified
be His majesty, and the pavilion of grace hath been raised at
the midmost heart of contingent being. Blessed is the seeker
who hath, purely for the sake of God, taken shelter beneath its
shade. Today the gate of bounty is opened wide and the Great
Herald is, at every moment, proclaiming amidst the people: O
ye that possess ears, hearken unto His call, and O ye that have
eyes, turn toward His horizon. The station of this Day can-
not be limited and is sanctified above all measure and bounds.
Beseech ye God to illumine the world through the lights of
His Most Great Name and withhold not His servants from the
ocean of His bounty. He is the Powerful One Whom the might
of the idolaters could neither prevent from His purpose nor
hold back from His Will.

Say: Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having strengthened
me and made me known and mentioned me in such wise that
the fragrance thereof will endure throughout the continuance of
Thy dominion and Thy kingdom. Verily Thou art the Mighty,
the All-Bountiful.
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To: Mir Siyyid Ahmad, in Kirmanshah

Date: 1306-06-06 [1889-Feb-7]

In My Name, the One Who Standeth amongst all peoples ('W\ O (‘Uzl\ P

Glorified art Thou, O my God! How can I mention what Thou
hast bestowed upon me through Thy generosity and honored
me through Thy grace, whereby Thou hast guided me to Thy
straight path and Thy mighty announcement, and given me to
drink of the choice wine of Thy utterance from Thy verses and
the Kawthar of Thy grace from Thy Book? I testify, O my God,
to Thy greatness and Thy power and Thy sovereignty and Thy
authority. Alas! Alas! for my remoteness from the court of
Thy nearness and my separation on the carpet of meeting with
Thee. I beseech Thee, O Creator of the world and Educator of
the nations, by Thy Most Great Name, to ordain for me from
the Pen of the Most High the reward of meeting Thee and
attaining Thy presence and standing before Thy gate. Alas!
Alas! 1 witness Thy love, O Beloved of the world, and the
hatred of the peoples, and I behold Thy drawing near and their
turning away from the shore of the ocean of Thy mercy. Thou
art He Who, O my God, created the learned and the princes for
Thy remembrance and praise and the service of Thy Cause in
Thy lands. But when Thou didst manifest Thyself, they rose
against Thee with such oppression that the near ones lamented,
and they advanced toward Thee with swords of hatred and
visited upon Thee that which caused all existence to be seized
with grief. There is no God but Thee, the Almighty, the Self-
Subsisting.
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To: Aqa Mirza Murtida Munshi Badiul-Kuttab, in Kirmanshah
Date: 1306-06-06 [1889-Feb-7]

He is the One Who ruleth over all names

Blessed is He Who hath sent down the verses and manifested
the evidences, and Who hath spoken before all faces that which
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caused the limbs of every heedless and rejected one to quake.
Glorified is He Who hath manifested whatsoever He willeth
through His word “Be, and it is!” Neither the might of the op-
pressors nor the opposition of the pharaohs, who denied that
which was sent down from God, the Lord of the seen and un-
seen, could hinder Him. When thou findest the fragrance of
the Manifestation, say:

Glory be unto Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Name,
the All-Bountiful, and Glory be unto Thee, O my God! I
beseech Thee by Thy Name, the All-Generous, to make me
one of those who have quaffed the wine of reunion from the
hands of Thy bounty and the Kawthar of meeting through
Thy grace and favors. O Lord! Thou seest me turning toward
Thee and gazing toward the horizon of Thy grace. I beseech
Thee to send down upon me from the heaven of Thy bounty
that which will draw me nigh unto Thee. Then ordain for me
that which will assist me and preserve me in every world of Thy
worlds. Verily Thou art the All-Powerful, the All-Compelling,
the Mighty, the Most Loving.
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To: Baha’is of Isfahan et al.
Date: 1306-06-19 [1889-Feb-20]

In the Name of Our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord!

The praise of those who praise, the thanksgiving of those who
give thanks, and the glorification of those who glorify - how
can these be attributed to Him Who is sanctified and exalted
above creation, knowledge and comprehension? The inability
of all things to reach Him testifies to His sanctity, and the
confession and acknowledgment of both the visible and hidden
tongues of all created things and beings bears eloquent witness
to His transcendence. Who can describe Him as He deserves
to be described? Who can mention Him as He deserves to be
mentioned? The remembrances of those who remember are
bounded by limitations, and the comprehension of those who
comprehend falls short and is veiled.
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O God, O Self-Sufficient One! By what utterance shall I make
mention of Thee, and with what tongue shall I praise Thee?
The Prophets and Chosen Ones have confessed their powerless-
ness, and likewise both the distant and the near, the obedient
and the rebellious - all acknowledge their impotence and short-
coming. The essence of expression is mute in the arena of Thy
praise, and the reality of speech is dumb in the court of Thy
mention. Yet the ocean of Thy generosity has given hope to
the realm of utterance, and the banner of Thy bounty has con-
firmed existence, that they might not remain utterly deprived
of Thy mention according to their capacity. For were the door
of Thy remembrance and praise to be shut, hope would van-
ish and the sword of despair would cut down and uproot the
saplings of existence.

O Merciful One! We beseech from the ocean of Thy mercy. O
Generous One! We implore from the sun of Thy generosity.
Look not upon our weakness and lowliness; consider rather
Thine exaltation, transcendence, grace and power. Perchance
Thou wilt transform this handful of dust into a precious jewel,
and set this cold world ablaze with the fire of Thy Tree. Thou
art the Powerful. There is no God but Thee, the Most Exalted,
the Most High.

And then, O beloved of my heart! The noble pages thou didst
send, each one a volume from the world of inner meanings,
arrived. Their words refreshed the soul, and the fire of their
mention transformed languor and stillness into attraction and
motion, for each letter was adorned with the remembrance of
God, exalted be His glory, and spoke His praise. Blessed art
thou! It was not passion that made thee speak, but rather
divine guidance. Were the servants to be fair and to see and
hear with penetrating eyes and attentive ears, disputes and con-
tentions would disappear, and “Our Cause is but one” would
unveil its countenance and become manifest. But the servants
have been reared on vain imaginings and have drunk from the
pool of idle fancies; therefore they are deprived of the four, nay
the nine rivers. Leave them to their devices. In any case, after
reading the letter and becoming aware of it, the spirit ascended
on the wings of detachment until it reached the presence of
God’s throne, the Lord of all worlds. And after attaining the
presence and receiving permission, thy letter was presented in
its entirety, and these verses were revealed from the heaven of
the Will of the Lord of all men, exalted be His blessed and
transcendent utterance:

He is the One Who speaks in the Kingdom of Utterance

Praise be befitting and worthy of the Lord of the Worlds Who,
through the Dayspring of His signs and the Manifestation of
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His clear tokens, alone summoned all the peoples of the world
to the choice sealed wine. His irrevocable Decree remained
unhidden by doubts and untainted by idle fancies. From the
horizon of each of His words shineth forth the light of certitude
and blazeth the fire of true knowledge. These light and fire out-
wardly differ yet inwardly are united. Blessed is he who hath
attained unto them both. Today, attentive ears hear from the
Blessed Tree that which Moses heard on the Mount of Certi-
tude, and perceiving eyes behold that which the Prophets and
Messengers sought after. Exalted is this Day and exalted is He
Who hath appeared therein. The former cannot be compared
with previous cycles and ages, nor can the latter be likened
to any previous revelation of God’s Word, the Dayspring of
lights.

O Muhammad, upon thee be My glory! The Wronged One
hath heard thy call and answered thee time and again with
that wherewith God hath illumined the cities of knowledge
and wisdom and the horizons of hearts and minds, and through
which the river of mercy hath flowed amongst all created things.
O Muhammad, hearken once again unto the Call from the
precincts of ‘Akka, from the Divine Lote-Tree: Verily, there is
none other God but Him, the Single, the One, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.
nay rather, He remembereth him who wisheth to remember
Him, for His remembrance preceded the world even as His
mercy preceded all who are in the heavens and on earth.

He remembereth him who remembereth Him,

O Muhammad! The Most Great Announcement remembereth
thee from this supreme horizon, which God hath made a prison
for the Dayspring of His signs and the Dawning-place of His
clear tokens, and for such of His servants, drawn nigh unto
Him, as were not hindered by veils from the Lord of all beings,
nor were they frightened by the hosts of the oppressors. We
were walking in the house on a dark night when the servant in
attendance entered with thy letter and presented it before the
Wronged One. We have answered thee with this clear Book
which speaketh before the faces of all mankind. By God! The
Most Great Name hath come with a sovereignty before which
the power of kings and rulers cannot stand, and He desireth
to purify the hearts of all peoples from rancor and hatred. For
this He hath borne in the world of creation such afflictions and
hardships as none knoweth save God, the Lord of all worlds.
He counseleth the princes of the earth to justice and equity and
to that whereby their stations shall be made manifest before
the faces of the servants. Blessed is he who hath heard the
Call and acted according to that which he was commanded by
an All-Knowing Commander.
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O Muhammad! Remind the people of God’s verses with joy
and fragrance. Verily they attract them, draw them near, make
them know, and guide them to this Straight Path. The wolves
have surrounded God’s sheep, the Lord of the Mighty Throne.
The son of the wolf hath devoured sheep from My flock in the
land of Sad on this Day whereon the Caller proclaimeth from
the highest horizon of the world: “The Kingdom belongeth
unto God, the Lord of the Day of Judgment.” Were ye to
count the martyrs in My path, ye could not number them.
The Tongue of Grandeur beareth witness to this, yet most of
the people are among the deniers. They have denied God’s
proof and evidence and cast His Book behind their backs. Lo!
They are among the transgressors. This is a Day wherein the
heaven hath come with manifest smoke, and the people have
been prevented from turning to My most glorious horizon and
from drawing nigh unto this resplendent station. By God! The
smoke hath appeared as a recompense for their deeds. Lo!
They are among the abased ones. Say: On the first day when
the Most Exalted Pen moved, the Most Glorious Paradise trem-
bled with joy, and the tribes of the earth who cast away God’s
Covenant and His Command were shaken, having followed ev-
ery remote pretender. Thus hath the Pen revealed its secrets
and that which was treasured therein, that it might give the
people glad tidings of this mighty and wondrous Cause.

O Muhammad! Upon thee be the Glory of God and His fa-
vors! Verses have been revealed of such magnitude that none
can encompass them - they have encircled the world. Yet most
remain veiled until now. The words of old have not departed
from the view of those who turn away among the people of
the Bayan - they speak with fabricated words of the past and
cling to manifestations of vain imaginings. How far is the glory,
loftiness and greatness of this Cause from the understanding
of those heedless souls! They are deprived of the heavenly wa-
ters of divine mercy, and are content with bitter hatred. Such
is the condition of these people. Calumnies have arisen such
that the world’s hearing has recoiled from its power to listen.
Any person of justice and fairness who contemplates the verses
revealed in this Most Great Manifestation will know with abso-
lute certainty that the Hidden Being has been granted author-
ity. the ungodly and transgressors strive with utmost effort
to extinguish the divine light and quench the heavenly fire.
But the Word of God has not been and will not be prevented
from penetrating. Assuredly those possessed of vision, hearing
and utterance will arise and summon humanity to the supreme
horizon with the most exalted call.

Indeed, nearness and remoteness, acceptance and rejection,
death and life, ignorance and knowledge are all dependent upon
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and connected to the recompense of the deeds of the servants.
Thus at the beginning of the Manifestation of the Herald, that
is the Point of the Bayan, not one of the renowned divines
of Persia attained to the light of recognition. The cause and
reason was the recompense of deeds which became a barrier
and deprived all. Would that they had held fast to repentance
and return! They utter the blessed words “There is no power
nor strength save in God,” yet they turn away from its ap-
pearance and meaning. They say “O Imam!” while issuing
decrees against His Creator. In truth, astonishment itself is
astounded at the deeds and words of this group. Say: O my
God, my God! T testify that through Thy Most Great Name
the ocean of generosity has surged, and through Thy binding
command the sun of bounty has shone forth from the horizon
of the world. I beseech Thee, O Lord of eternity and Sovereign
of nations, by the mysteries hidden in all things, by the breaths
of Thy most great verses, and by Thy sovereignty which has
encompassed earth and heaven, to assist those who turn away
to turn towards Thee, the deniers to confess, the oppressors to
justice and fairness, and the rebellious to return to the ocean
of Thy forgiveness and the heaven of Thy bestowals. Verily
Thou art the Almighty, the Glorious, the All-Bountiful.

That which was hidden from hearts and eyes has in this Man-
ifestation become manifest and evident. Can the whisperings
of corrupt souls now prevent the servants from reaching the
shore of the sea of oneness? From the deeds and behavior of
the Shi’ih on the Day of Judgment was revealed that which
had been concealed for twelve hundred years. Until now they
have not ceased - continuously from pulpits they revile and kill
the Truth and His loved ones. Glory be to God! In these days
an event has occurred that has caused astonishment. One of
those who turned away from the Bayan, Mirza Hadi Dawlat-
Abadi, merely upon hearing that in the land of Sad he had been
called a Babi, that unjust one ascended the pulpit and, like the
Shi’ih, uttered curses, revilement and abuse - first against his
own guide in Cyprus and those in Cyprus, and then from the
beginning until now against all. Glory be to God! What that
unjust one has done for the sake of two days of life! But he
is content with the foolish ones of the world who accept what-
ever he says. For instance, should he state that his purpose
in cursing and reviling was something else, those possessed of
vain imaginings would accept it.

Say: O ye objectors to the Bayan, what is the distinction be-
tween truth and falsehood? Judge fairly. In that land how
many martyrs have sacrificed their lives in the name of the
Goal of the worlds, and ye have all heard of them. The twin
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resplendent lights, that is, the two Husayns - upon them be
the most glorious of all glory - of whom ye have heard, de-
spite their wealth, glory and fortune, sacrificed their lives in
the path of the Friend. And though the wicked ones strove
mightily that they might utter but one word to save them-
selves, they would not consent. They forsook creation and all
that pertaineth unto it, but forsook not the truth. Likewise
before them, Mulla Kazim and other souls - upon them be the
most glorious glory of God - all freely sacrificed their lives at
the threshold of the Friend. And several months ago His Ho-
liness Ashraf - upon him be the glory of God and His grace -
attained the most great martyrdom. His martyrdom is proof of
certitude, steadfastness and confession, while the life of Hadi
is evidence of wavering and denial.

5 Judge fairly, O people of the Bayan, and speak with pure truth-

fulness, and conceal not the truth through your idle fancies.
Until now it hath never happened that a Babi would confess
and yet remain alive, while the unjust Hadi preferred mortal
life to eternal life. Yet assuredly with one lie he will quiet
those possessed of vain imaginings. Alas, alas, for their lack of
fairness, their tyranny and their oppression! By the life of our
Beloved and our Goal! Today it would be fitting to establish
a house of mourning in the arena of the world and, in lamen-
tation for justice and fairness, to recite those exalted verses
which have been sent down from the heaven of will specifically
for the dead.

O people of Sad! Hearken unto the counsel of this servant.
Take for yourselves a path unto God. Ye have not been and
are not informed of matters. Now ye have become entangled
with souls who in the earliest days were occupied in building
the cities of idle fancy with the hands of vain imaginings. Fear
God, O people, and be not among the transgressors.

As for the mention that was made of ‘Ali Pasha KH-A - upon
him be the glory of God - last week a most mighty and holy
Tablet was revealed and sent specifically for him, that it might
reach that loved one through those who would deliver it. Now
too is he mentioned in the Most Holy Court, and the tongue of
grandeur speaketh these exalted words - glorified and exalted
be His utterance: “O ‘Ali! Upon thee be My glory! Hearken
unto the call of the Wronged One and arise with wisdom to aid
the Cause. By the life of God! There hath been ordained for
the helper that which the treasures of the earth cannot equal.
Say: O my God and my Lord! T beseech Thee to assist me in
that which will abide with me in every world of Thy worlds and
by which the cities of Thy justice will be illumined. O my Lord!

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Rt TUS JUIT RUNIER
SpF 5 Daf pe lods ) ol Ao 8 o
]y Nyl s Cangs 0y 5o Ll s
5 K4l S8 NS e s e Las)
Loy Gla 5l Woge i Jgb s OIE |y 55
G ph 5 WIS G 5l 4588 e
SA st 5 (L o Sl Olay) ) )3
S O e 42 & g VAT ol
O a5 A g N Cawgd (-}.\3
Fb e sl das y Al ade O 2
Sl Oluabsl , cl s sl
2 otds e ol S,
B PRWIJY

S Gall ikl ol S b 1yaml
Qb Kot o b Seal G 1,23 Y
Sl Olaily gals 5 Ale oy 5 Al 13
Cafy oS5 el paie 3l Sl 1y 456
e Sty e 0F Ky ol
,.,Jre;uc\,r@z,ﬁsu\(.xyﬂ
P 53 S Gyl Uogate 5 Lss
sdie fls sy Sl e e e
Sl popaz & Sl Dby~ Olal
ff‘};? ol b Ob) Jie Cade ele

g.;{v ) 3l s el sl ol 6!
e 5 035 e el 51 L8 S 1 )
3Ll pL) 3 5> Sompds Aot Sew o
|1 et e 855 e gt gl

riall o 1555 Y 5 03 L
bl ol ade 1 2L Je Gl 55 &
8! c'ﬁ‘ C) Y U8 was Koy 0oyl
Oyt 8 48 Jlayl y J30 Ola o gz
C)ij.sduei\ﬁradk,,uuj{wj
Ol b celie Ol 5 S0 el
S de b dls s SHle d$ bl U
o CR2 5 1 e sl s Gl
oAb Shae ol gl o) A e U pls )
L alE dsbee 0L o)) FIx & o)
e Gay o Sl e 5
;@,&\ygékl{éwoﬁ
BB Sue o5 os o) S Flae o

64



19

Vol. 89: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1306 A.H. (1888-1889) part II

BH00101

Thou seest Thy servant who hath turned unto Thee, detached
from all else but Thee, and who testifieth to his servitude unto
Thee. I beseech Thee not to withhold him from the ocean of
Thy bounty and the sun of Thy generosity. Thou art verily the
All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.” Thus was it ended.

And likewise these exalted words were revealed especially for
Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Rustam—may God, exalted be He, sustain
him. He, blessed and glorified be He, saith:

O Rustam, upon thee be My greetings! Ponder upon that
which hath been aforetime and that which hath appeared there-
after, and behold with the eye of insight, purely for the sake of
God. The decline of true knowledge and wisdom hath ever
been caused by the divines. Reflect upon the Seal of the
Prophets, may the spirit of all else but Him be sacrificed for
His sake. Though He proclaimed the blessed Word of Divine
Unity, they issued the decree for His death. All peoples arose
in opposition, and ponder thou the cause of their opposition.
When thou discoverest this, thou wilt hold fast unto this Most
Great Revelation with such firmness that all the earth shall be
powerless to deter thee. Likewise consider the Manifestation of
the Friend of the All-Merciful in ancient times, and thereafter
the appearance of the Spirit, and before Him the Interlocutor.
One they called a sorcerer, and another they named an im-
postor. Examine what the All-Merciful hath revealed in the
Qur’an: “Never came there unto them a Messenger but they
did mock Him.”

After reflecting upon what hath been mentioned, arise and
turn towards the Kaaba of God, the All-Protecting, the Self-
Subsisting. Say: O my God, my God! Thou seest how I have
cast aside all else but Thee and have taken hold of Thy Cause,
have forsaken all save Thee, turning unto the court of Thy
grace and the sanctuary of Thy glory. I beseech Thee to assist
me in rending asunder the veils and dispelling the mists. Verily
Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest. O Lord! Illu-
mine my heart with the light of Thy knowledge and my sight
with the radiance of the Day-Star of Thy Revelation. O Lord!
Withhold me not from the ocean of Thy verses and the sun of
Thy grace. Verily Thou art the All-Powerful, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

Behold, the petition of His Honor Mirza Husayn Khan — upon
him be the Glory of God — was submitted unto the Sacred
Threshold and was graciously received with divine attention.
A Most Holy Tablet, specially ordained for him, descended
from the heaven of the Divine Will and was dispatched, that
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he might be intoxicated by the fragrance of the utterance of the
All-Merciful and become occupied in remembrance and praise.

2 Regarding the mention made of His Honor Sulayman Khan —

upon him be the Glory of God — and likewise his enkindlement
with the fire of divine love and his devotion to the service of
the Cause which was recorded: these glad tidings attained the
honor of being heard in the Most Holy Court, and a Most Holy
Tablet, specially ordained for him, appeared and descended
from the horizon of the heaven of bounty and was dispatched.
It is hoped that he may be made a recipient of the eternal,
everlasting life and may quicken the world, inasmuch as today
the breathings of Revelation are wafting forth. May he too be
made a recipient of the traces of the Supreme Pen. I beseech
the Exalted One that He may confirm him and those who are
with him in the service of His mighty, unshakeable Cause.

Regarding the mention made of His Honor Himmat ‘Ali Khan
— upon him be the Glory of God — the beloved of the heart
of His Holiness [the Bab] — upon Him be all the Glory of His
glories and all the light of His lights — his mention hath been
recorded. A Most Holy Tablet, specially ordained for him,
descended and was dispatched to the land of Qaf, that it may
reach him. The friends of God — upon them be the Glory of
God — who exist in those regions are all mentioned in the Most
Holy Court and have been made recipients of the waves of
the ocean of the favor of the Desired One of the worlds. This
servant giveth glad tidings to all through the bounty and favor
of the True One, and seeketh for each that which is the cause of
the enkindlement of the world and the purification of nations.

Regarding the mention made of His Honor Aqa Mirza Aqa [ti-
tle] — upon him be the Glory of God — after submission unto
the Most Holy Court, these verses adorned with splendors de-
scended specially for him, that the attraction of the divine
utterance might seize him and draw him nigh unto the Mighty,
the All-Assisting. His words — blessed and exalted be He:

He is the Manifest, the All-Knowing

O Mirza Aga! With manifest certitude the foundation of vain
imaginings hath this day been rolled up by the command of
the Lord of Days, and the carpet of certitude hath been spread.
Strive thou that perchance with utmost joy and delight thou
mayest illumine with the lights of certitude those who have lost
their way in the valley of doubt and conjecture. The tongue
was created for mention and praise, and these days are in truth
the springtime of utterance. We beseech God to aid thee to
purify hearts and souls from vain imaginings and idle fancies.
Vain imaginings have debarred and deprived the world from
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the Lord of all beings. Whenever a light appeared, they strove
to extinguish it, and whenever the Sun of Justice shone forth
from the horizon of the heaven of grace, they endeavored like
clouds and mists to conceal it. Most of the verses of the divine
Books have testified and do testify to that which hath been
mentioned.

" Hearken unto the Voice of the Wronged One and with the

hands of detachment rend asunder the veils and shrouds of the
people - yet with wisdom and utterance, for the decree of the
sword and spear hath been lifted. By the life of God! The
utterance that proceedeth from the tongues of them that are
detached is sharper than the sword and more penetrating than
the spear. Say: O my God, my God! I testify that Thou didst
remember me in Thy Most Great Prison when I was silent in
Thy remembrance. I beseech Thee to aid me to serve Thy
Cause. O my Lord! Illumine my sight, strengthen my heart,
and reinforce my hearing and my limbs to that which Thou
hast commanded me in Thy Books, Thy Scriptures and Thy
Tablets. Thou art verily the All-Powerful, the Almighty, and
worthy to answer prayers.

Mention was made of Asadabad. His exalted Word: Should
God will it, He would change its name to Nurabad. Con-
vey greetings from the Wronged One to the friends of that
land. Praise be to God, they have been and are among the
triumphant ones. That which is the cause of eternal life and
everlasting existence was specially revealed for them before and
after.

This servant hath also mentioned this to Hadrat-i-Ism-i-Jud,
upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of God. Let them in-
vestigate and send copies of whatever was revealed concerning
them and has been lost. Verily our Lord is the All-Bountiful,
the Most Generous.

Mention was made of Haji Fadlu’llah and Kaka Khan, upon
them be the Glory of God, and likewise of Haji’s love for the
prayer of Salat. In truth, were all the world to attain unto
a drop from the ocean of fairness, they would sacrifice their
wealth and lives to obtain it. Today the taste of the servants
hath changed and their power of comprehension hath been al-
tered, therefore they are deprived of understanding that which
hath descended from the heaven of bounty. O my brother and
my true friend! The diverse winds of the world and its colors
have stirred up impediments and deprived the sense of smell
from perceiving the fragrances of revelation. We beseech God
to assist His loved ones to educate mankind, that through the
hosts of refined and noble utterances and praiseworthy deeds
and character they may guide people to the divine law. Verily
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He is the Near One, verily He is the Watchful, verily He is the
Helper.

. Concerning Aqa Siyyid Aziz-i-Quli and those with him, upon

them be the Glory of God, mention was made. After being
presented before His face, these exalted words were specially
revealed for them. His blessed and exalted Word: He is the
Mighty, the All-Knowing:

O dear one! Every soul that hath in this day attained unto the
recognition of this Most Great Announcement hath attained
unto the glory of God and is illumined by the light of God.
The glory of this world hath been and ever will be ephemeral,
and likewise the clamor and differences of the peoples. But
this most exalted and blessed Word, which hath in this hour
dawned from the horizon of the Supreme Pen, is everlasting
and enduring. Neither shall obliteration seize it, nor shall ex-
tinction find it. Give thanks unto the Peerless Beloved that He
hath remembered thee in the Most Great Prison and adorned
thee with the tokens of the Supreme Pen. He Who loved Me
hath mentioned thee; We have remembered thee in this Clear
Tablet. Convey My greetings to the loved ones in that land
and its surroundings, both those related and others, and say:
I swear by the effulgences of the lights of the Sun of Truth
that this blessed Day hath no peer or likeness. Strive ye, and
through unity illuminate all regions. Beware lest the darkness
of the world prevent you from drawing nigh unto the Light,
or tyranny from justice, or oppression from equity. The loved
ones of God, exalted be His glory, must, with pure and holy
hearts, sanctified from all directions, beseech and implore from
God that which is the cause of the return of all and the means
of salvation for all. Verily, He is the Most Merciful of the mer-
ciful and the Protector of all who are in the heavens and on
earth. There is none other God but Him, the King, the Just,
the Manifest Truth.

And as for the mention that was made of Dawlatabad and the
loved ones of that land, upon them be the Glory of God, and
likewise their steadfastness and attraction - mention of each
and every one was made in the most exalted heights in the
presence of the Lord of all beings, and these wondrous and
blessed verses were revealed from the heaven of bounty and
mercy. His word, blessed and exalted be He:

He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing
O My loved ones in that place! Your names have been men-

tioned in the presence of the Wronged One, whereupon the
ocean of My loving-kindness surged, the fragrances of My grace
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were wafted, and the sun of My utterance shone forth from
the horizon of the heaven of My bounty. We have remem-
bered you with such remembrance that through it the call of
all things was raised: “God, there is none other God but Him,
the Lord of the Throne and of the dust, the Master of the
Day of Judgment.” Blessed are ye, and again blessed are ye,
for having turned towards Him from Whom all on earth have
turned away, save those whom God, the Lord of all worlds, has
willed. Ye have attained unto the traces of God from aforetime,
which nothing can equal. We beseech God to strengthen you
in that which will cause your deeds, your remembrances, and
your character to endure in the Book of God, the Lord of all
worlds. We have heard your call and have answered you, and
We have shone upon you with the lights of utterance that ye
may draw near, under all conditions, unto God, the Mighty,
the Praiseworthy.

O friends of God! Hearken in the Persian tongue: Hold fast
to unity and harmony. Great is this Day, and the Cause of
God hath appeared like the sun from its horizon and is man-
ifest. Hold fast to consultation and occupy yourselves with
teaching. This is the assistance that hath been revealed from
the Supreme Pen in the Tablets of the past and future. Hold
fast unto it and be of them that render assistance.

- O friends of God and His party! Hear the call from the direc-

tion of Akka, from the Sublime Tree upraised in truth. Verily it
illumineth your hearts, strengtheneth your frames, confirmeth
you and aideth you with the hosts of utterance. He, verily, is
the Powerful over whatsoever He willeth, and He is the Single,
the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

We beseech God to grant strength that all may arise with
supreme steadfastness and firm certitude to turn towards the
cities of hearts and minds. Let not time slip away, and hearken
unto the sincere counsels of them that are detached. Should
any differences appear among you, strive to remove and efface
them, that ye may attain true unity and be numbered among
the helpers. The handmaidens of God have been mentioned at
this time in the Crimson Book by the Supreme Pen. We be-
seech God to preserve the leaves of the Tree from the various
winds of the world and to illumine each one with the light of
steadfastness and the radiance of detachment. He is the Pow-
erful, the Mighty. There is none other God but Him, the Most
Exalted, the Most Glorious.

Mention was made of His Honor Aqa Husayn K. in Dah-i-Naw
— upon him be the Glory of God — and likewise mention of
His Honor Aga Mirza Rahim and his brother, His Honor Aqa
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‘Abdu’l-‘Azim — upon both of them be the Glory of God — in
J.W., and in Bayghish the sons of the late Aqa Nawruz ‘Ali
and His Honor Mahmud Bik — upon them be the Glory of God.
These names were submitted unto the Most Holy Court, and
each was made a recipient of the remembrance of the Desired
One of the worlds. His words — blessed and exalted be He:

“O Compassionate One! Night and day the divine Call is raised
on high and verses descend from the Kingdom of bounty and
bestowal. But the opposition of the opposers and the heed-
lessness of the negligent — that is to say, the divines of this
age — have prevented the people from the Most Great Vision.
Blessed is the soul whom the opposition of those heedless souls
did not prevent, and who attained unto the Most Great Honor.
Praise be to God! Verily, thou hast turned toward Him, and
heard, and believed in God, the One, the All-Informed.

We counsel thee to steadfastness in this mighty Cause, O
‘Abdu’l-‘Azim! The Cause is mighty, mighty! FEntreat the
True One that He may deliver the world from the negligence
of the Shi’ih party and from the hatred and enmity of those
souls. The most contemptible parties of the world have
been witnessed. They uttered ‘Yea, O True One!” and
martyred Him. Blessed art thou in that thou hast left them
to themselves and turned unto God, the Mighty, the Great.”

The Most Exalted Pen has willed to make mention of the ele-
vated Nowruz Ali. Today is Nowruz and in truth it is the sight
of all days, nay the sight by which the world is illumined. The
realm of time cannot equal a single hour thereof. O Nowruz!
Thou art in the highest companionship, inasmuch as the Lord
of all beings hath made mention of thee. We made mention
of thee before thy ascension and after thy ascension, that the
grace and favors might encompass thee from all directions. Ver-
ily thy Lord is the All-Knowing Rememberer. The glory from
Us be upon thee and upon those who have ascended unto God,
holding fast to the cord of love and recognition. He is verily
the Compassionate, the Generous. We make mention of the
children in this exalted station. We beseech God to aid them
to remain steadfast with such constancy that neither the op-
position of the opposers nor the hosts of the oppressors shall
deter them. The Command is in God’s hands, the Lord of all
worlds.

O Mahmud! Thy mention hath been made in the presence
of the Wronged One, and We have mentioned thee with these
sublime words. For divine mention there have been and are
infinite degrees and stations. Among these, when a single word
proceedeth from the Most Exalted Pen specifically for someone,
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at that moment there appear in the most exalted Paradise and
the supreme Heaven lofty and transcendent stations consisting
of mansions, dwellings, chambers and endless new bounties,
to such an extent that those who enumerate, remember and
record are unable to count them. Consider the grace and favors
of God and say: Praise be unto Thee, O Thou Who art the
Goal of the hearts of the sincere ones and those near unto
God! We beseech God to set thee ablaze with the fire of His
love, that through the warmth of love thou mayest ignite the
souls in that land. Verily thy Lord is the All-Bountiful, the
Forgiving, the Merciful.

Each of the souls mentioned attained unto that which had been
the hope of the world from time immemorial. The divine Books
speak of this Day, and all the Prophets and Messengers held
fast unto it, beseeching and hoping from God the meeting of
this blessed Day. Blessed is the soul that hath turned unto
Him and attained unto steadfastness.

Now, for each of the petitioners specifically, a Most Holy and
Most Exalted Tablet was revealed and sent in reply, including
those of his honor V.Z., his honor Haji Mirza Hasan, his honor
Aga Mirza Muhammad-Ali Sar, his honor Aqa Siyyid Sharif,
and his honor Sulayman Kh.A., upon them be the glory of
God, as well as the other loved ones upon whom be the glory
of God who were mentioned before. Praise be to God, all have
received their portion from the ocean of utterance of the Goal
of all worlds, and there was revealed specifically for each that
which all on earth cannot equal. God willing, may the loved
ones drink from the chalices of words that which bestoweth
eternal life. Verily our Lord is the Almighty, the Powerful.
There is no God but He, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

And as for the mention they made of his honor Haji Kazim,
upon him be the glory of God, and the mention of his house
which has become a gathering place for the friends of God,
and likewise the mention of his vision - these matters were
presented before the throne of God, exalted be His glory, and
one Most Holy and Most Exalted Tablet was revealed and sent
from the heaven of utterance of the Goal of all worlds specifi-
cally for him. We beseech God to exalt him among His servants
through His Name. Verily He is powerful over all things.

And likewise they wrote mentioning his honor Siyyid Bahlul,
upon him be the glory of God. After being presented before His
presence, these sublime words were revealed from the treasury
of divine knowledge concerning him. His word, mighty is His
utterance and manifest His proof:
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O Muhammad, upon thee be the Glory of God, the Single, the
One! All the friends have been and are mentioned before the
Wronged One. We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He,
to make them the banners of His remembrance, the standards
of His guidance, the rivers of His mercy, and the trees of His
loving-kindness amongst His servants and His creation, that all
may partake of the fruits of the Divine Lote-Tree and attain
unto that which they are heedless of today. On this day, every
created thing doth proclaim with eloquent tongue and giveth
glad-tidings unto all of the appearance of the Most Great Light.
Blessed are they that hear, and woe unto the heedless!

Mention was made of his honour Siyyid B.H. We beseech God,
blessed and exalted be He, to give him to drink from the chalice
of the Water of Life, that he may arise among the servants,
speaking His praise, turning unto His horizon, standing firm in
service to His Cause, and directing himself toward the lights
of His countenance. Verily, He is the Hearer, the Answerer.

Say: This day is the Lord of days, with which neither years nor
months, nay, neither centuries nor ages can compare. God will-
ing, they will guide the servants through wisdom and utterance
to the stream of the All-Merciful, that all may not be deprived
of the outpourings of the All-Bountiful Lord in His days. His
mercy hath preceded and His grace hath encompassed all who
are in the heavens and on earth. Praise be to God, the Lord
of the Day of Judgment.

This servant beseecheth and imploreth God, exalted be His
glory, to assist him in that which beseemeth His Day, that he
may be a cup-bearer among the people through His Name, the
Mighty, the All-Knowing. Exalted is this mighty and sublime
station!

Thus far doth the discourse end, and mention is concluded
here for now, that God willing, the response to the remainder
of the august letter may be sent later, as time is wanting at
this moment and the bearer of news is departing. I convey
greetings, peace, praise and glory to all the friends in that
land and its surroundings, and I beseech and implore God,
exalted be His glory, to illumine all with the light of deeds
and character, which are the cause of the order of the world
and the progress of nations. Verily, He is the [lluminator Who
illumineth whomsoever He willeth among His servants, and He
is the All-Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Glory, remembrance and praise be upon you and upon those
who are with you and who hearken unto your words in praise
of God, our Lord and your Lord, our Goal and your Goal, and
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the Goal of all who are in the heavens and on earth. And praise
be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

The servant 19 Jamadiyu’th-Thani 1306
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To: Baha’is of Faran et al.
Date: 1306-06-19 [1889-Feb-20]

In the Name of Him Who heareth and seeth; He is the All-
Hearing, the All-Seeing!

O people of Paran! By God and His Cause, the Wronged
One hath turned toward you time and again, repeatedly, from
the precincts of the Prison, and hath made mention of you
through verses whereof God hath made each letter a fountain
of Kawthar and Salsabil, and a source of the water of life for
the quickening of all worlds. Verily your Lord, the All-Merciful,
is the All-Compassionate, the All-Bountiful.

Blessed be your tongues for having acknowledged the Revela-
tion of God and His sovereignty, and your hearts for having
turned unto Him on a day wherein the fire of estrangement
was kindled in all regions, and every oppressor arose to extin-
guish His light and quench His flame. Thus did their souls
prompt them—they are assuredly among the transgressors in
God’s Book, the Lord of all worlds. There have come before
Our presence servants who have believed in God and His signs,
and who have taken for themselves a station nigh unto the
mercy of their Lord, the All-Compassionate, the All-Forgiving,
the All-Merciful.

Beware lest ye be saddened by the fire of hatred which hath
been kindled in the hearts of the divines who have violated
God’s Covenant and pronounced judgment against Him
through Whom the Path was made manifest and the Balance
spoke, saying: “I am the All-Distinguishing, the All-Knowing.”
Hearken unto My call and the shrill voice of My Pen, then
observe that which hath appeared through the will of your
Lord, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

Say: O people of Paran! The call of your Lord, the All-Merciful,
hath been raised. Hearken, and be not of them that are veiled.
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Beware lest the doubts of the cawing ones prevent you from
God, the True King, the Manifest. Cast away what the people
possess and take what ye have been given from the presence of
One mighty and great.

We have desired at this time to make mention of the Friend
who hath ascended unto God, the Almighty, the All-Praised.
Before his ascension We revealed for him that which brought
solace to the eyes of them that are nigh unto God, and after
his ascension We mentioned him from My Most Exalted Pen in
such wise that the Concourse on High and the dwellers of the
Most Sublime Paradise welcomed it, as bidden by the Ordainer,
the Ancient of Days. O Friend! We have desired to make
mention of thee at this time once again, as a mercy from Us—
verily thy Lord is the Most Merciful of the merciful ones. The
glory shining from the Most Sublime Horizon and the light
radiating from this Most Glorious Station be upon thee, O
thou who didst hear the Call when it was raised between earth
and heaven, and who didst believe in God, the Single, the One,
the Mighty, the All-Wise. Blessed art thou, and blessed is he
who loved thee and made mention of thy days, thy turning
and thy devotion. We testify that he is among the sincere ones
in the Book of God, the Lord of the Glorious Throne. Thus
did the Pen speak when the Lord of Eternity was in this noble
station.

O friends of God in Paran! Give thanks unto your Lord for
having aided you to remember and praise Him, and for having
drawn you nigh unto Him when the people were in manifest
remoteness. Say: O concourse of men! Hearken unto that
which the Lord of Destiny hath uttered from His Most Great
Prospect, and be not of the heedless. By God! Ye were not
created for yourselves, but rather to serve this Cause whereby
the hearts of the idolaters have been sorely troubled. The
banner of unity hath been raised before your faces, and the
call hath been lifted up from the Most Sublime Horizon: “The
kingdom is God’s, the Lord of the Throne and of the dust, and
the Master of this wondrous Day.” Your eyes were created to
behold My signs, your ears to hear My call, and your hands
to grasp My Book, if ye be of them that understand. Be ye of
such constancy that the cawing of those who have turned away
from God, the Lord of all worlds, shall not prevent you. Take
ye, with the hands of power and might, the Book of God, the
Master of the Day of Judgment.

O My Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of My loved ones who
have ascended unto God in that land, that they may inhale the
sweet fragrance of their Lord, the Mighty, the Peerless. The
first fragrance that wafted from the breezes of Revelation and
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the first light that shone forth from the horizon of the Throne
be upon you, O loved ones of God and His chosen ones. We tes-
tify that ye believed in God when most of mankind denied Him,
and hearkened unto the Call when it was raised in truth, and
attained unto that which was recorded in the Books of the Mes-
sengers. Through you the Sun of Certitude shone forth from
the horizon of possibility, and the ocean of utterance surged
before the faces of all who are in the heavens and on earth. Ye
are they whom the affairs of the world did not deter, whose
resolve its might could not weaken, and whom the doubts of
the suspicious could not veil. We testify that ye turned unto
the Call when it was raised between earth and heaven, and
remained faithful to God’s Covenant and His Testament when
every wayward transgressor broke it. Through you the river of
mercy flowed amidst all created things, and the Dove of Unity
warbled upon the branches: “There is none other God but Me,
the One, the Single, the Mighty, the Beautiful.” Blessed are
ye, and blessed is he who maketh mention of you in accordance
with what hath been sent down from the heaven of the will of
your Lord at this time. Thus have We lit the lamp of utterance
and illumined the hearts of My loved ones who have cast away
all else but Me, clinging to the hem of My luminous robe.

O Pen! Make mention of My handmaidens in that land and
give them the glad-tidings of My loving-kindness and My mercy
which have preceded existence itself, from the first to the last.
O My handmaidens and My leaves! Take ye the cup of immor-
tality in the name of your Lord, the Most Glorious, then drink
therefrom through My sweetest remembrance, in defiance of
the divines of the earth and its jurists who have cast behind
their backs My Book and taken the book of their own fancy
in this Day wherein all things proclaim: “The veil hath been
rent asunder and the Lord of Creation hath come with mani-
fest sovereignty.” The glory from Us be upon them and upon
you and upon every people that hath acted in accordance with
what hath been commanded from the Tongue of God, which
speaketh in this exalted station.
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To: Mirza Siyyid Muhsin

Date: 1306-06-19 [1889-Feb-20]

He it is Who warbles upon the branches RIS Je >:;J.\ s

This is a mention from the Wronged One to him who has drunk
the sealed wine when the Self-Subsisting came from the heaven
of utterance with a clear proof. A letter from the Prisoner to
him who has turned to the Hidden Mystery that appeared and
summoned the peoples at their return unto God, the Lord of
the worlds. Say: By God! The veils have been rent asunder
and the coverings torn away when the Revealer of verses came
with a sovereignty that conquered all who are in the heavens
and the earth. While We were seated upon Our seat, there
came one named the Present Servant from the tongue of God,
the Commander, the Strong, the Mighty, the Powerful, and
read thy letter before Our face. We found from it the fra-
grance of My utterance and thy love for Him Whom most of
the servants detest, and thy turning to Him from Whom every
transgressor and sinful one has turned away. We answer thee
with this wondrous and glorious Tablet. When thou attainest
unto it, turn thy face toward the Kaaba of God, the Lord of
the throne and of the dust, the Master of all men. Say:

My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having given me
to drink what flowed from Thy Most Exalted Pen and made
known to me that which most of mankind were prevented from
knowing. I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy Most Bountiful
Name, and I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy Name through
which Thou didst subdue the kingdom of names, to make me
one of those who have cast vain imaginings behind them, turn-
ing to what Thou didst send down from the heaven of Thy Will
in Thy Mighty Book. O Lord! Thou seest me clinging to Thy
greatest verses and attracted by the breezes of Thy revelation,
O Creator of the heavens! I beseech Thee by the power of Thy
most exalted Word and by Thy sovereignty that hath subdued
all things, to make me in all conditions steadfast in Thy love,
firm in Thy Cause, and upright on Thy straight path and Thy
mighty Message. Then ordain for me, O Lord of the world and
Goal of the nations, the best of what Thou hast ordained for
Thy trusted ones in all the worlds of Thy worlds. Verily Thou
art the Forgiving, the Generous. There is no God but Thee,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Muhammad Javad Qazvini
Date: 1306-06-19 [1889-Feb-20]

He is the Dawning-Place from the horizon of the heaven of
bounty!

O Name of Generosity! Upon thee be My glory! The letter
of his honor Samandar, upon him be My glory, was reviewed.
Blessed is he and his pen and whoso loveth him for My sake.
All that hath flowed from his pen, both before and after, in
proof of the Word of God, is acceptable before the Wronged
One. He hath spoken the truth, to this beareth witness the
Tongue of My grandeur and whoso is with Me in My King-
dom and circleth round Me. We beseech God, exalted be He,
to preserve him from the oppressors and transgressors. He
is verily the Powerful, the Mighty. We hope that afterwards
the answer to certain passages will be revealed and sent, and
We make mention of My loved ones there. By My life, We
have mentioned them with a mention from which wafteth the
fragrance of loving-kindness and favors. He is verily the All-
Remembering, the All-Knowing.

The letter of his honor [Khalil], upon him be My glory, was
read in the presence. He hath spoken the truth. Blessed is
he and joy be unto him. His mention and yearning in divine
love hath deposited traces in the contingent world, and this
trust is preserved with the Trustee. And verily He is God,
the King, the Truth, the Manifest. In truth the sweet savors
of steadfastness and joy and the fragrances of attraction and
longing have been diffused from them throughout all regions.
We beseech God to strengthen him at all times with the hosts
of inspiration. He is verily the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

O Name of Generosity! The blessed word “The names descend
from heaven” hath appeared and is known as Abdul-Karim,
upon him be the glory of God. His letter was read in the
presence. This word of his was the result of the elevation of
the heart and hath attained unto the acceptance of hearing.
Joy be unto him. His words: “O my God! O my Lord! The
servant is Thine and mercy is Thine.” We beseech God, blessed
and exalted be He, to assist His loved ones there and those who
are with them. He is verily their Guardian in this world and
the next, and He is the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.
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To: Haji Mirza Rida who attained, in Faran

Date: 1306-06-19 [1889-Feb-20]

In the Name of the Mighty, the Great @B,J\ ) et

Verily the Most Great Sea desired to make mention of one of
Its waves, that the remembrance might attract it to a station
wherein the atoms proclaim: “The Kingdom belongeth unto
God, Lord of the worlds and Master of the Day of Judgment.”
O thou who art present before the Countenance! God giveth
thee glad tidings of His grace and hath accepted what thou hast
wrought in His path. He, verily, is the All-Compassionate, the
All-Bountiful. We bear witness that thou hast aimed for the
Ultimate Goal and hast heard the Call of God, Lord of the
mighty Throne, and hast dwelt in the precincts of His Sacred
House and hast heard His Call raised between the heavens and
the earth. Say:

Glory be unto Thee, O my God! Praise be unto Thee for
having given me to drink of the Kawthar of Thy knowledge
and enabled me to turn unto Thee and honored me with the
visitation of Thy presence and provided me with the fruits of
certitude from the Tree of Thy divinity. I beseech Thee, O God
of Names and Creator of heaven, by Thy Hidden and Treasured
Name, which appeared through Thy Name, the Self-Subsisting,
then ascended the throne of utterance at the midmost heart of
contingent being and summoned all to the court of Thy might
and the carpet of Thy holiness and the pavilion of Thy glory
and the canopy of Thy grandeur, that Thou write down for me
that which will preserve me from all else save Thee and give
me to drink of what hath flowed from Thy Most Exalted Pen,
that I may abide by the abiding of Thy Will and Purpose. O
my Lord! T am Thy servant and the son of Thy servant. I
have cast aside my affairs and occupations and all else besides
Thee, turning unto the lights of Thy countenance and directing
myself toward the Kaaba of meeting with Thee. I beseech Thee
to make this meeting a treasure for me in the repositories of
Thy protection and a store for me with Thee. O my Lord!
Thou seest me gazing toward Thee and holding fast to Thy
cord. I beseech Thee to forgive me and those who desired their
remembrance before Thy throne. Verily Thou art powerful
over whatsoever Thou willest. There is no God but Thee, the
All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful.
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To: Ustad Ahmad Banna, in Kirmanshah

Date: 1306-06-19 [1889-Feb-20]

In the name of the One Incomparable Knower: & stils rLg 1

O Ahmad! When Muhammad, the Seal of the Prophets - may
the spirit of all else be sacrificed for His sake - appeared, they
reviled Him and issued a decree for His death. Before Him
came the Spirit (Christ), whom they crucified, and likewise
they denied Moses, and cast the Friend of the All-Merciful
(Abraham) into the fire. What was the cause and reason for
these matchless and unprecedented injustices? It was the di-
vines of the age - by their decree the rulers acted, doing that
which caused all things to lament and the Tablet and Pen to
weep. They martyred the Herald (the Bab) - may the spirit
of all else be sacrificed for His sake - and now each day they
scheme against this Wronged One. They hamstrung His she-
camel, they tore apart His sheep, they sank His ship. The
Wolf and his son committed that which no oppressor had ever
done. Yet whatsoever hath befallen hath caused the exaltation
of God’s Word and the advancement of His Cause. Say:

Praise be unto Thee, O Thou in Whose grasp are the reins of
all things! I testify that Thou doest whatsoever Thou willest
through Thy power which encompasseth all who are in the
heavens and on earth. There is no God but Thee, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise. O my Lord! Ordain for me from the
wonders of Thy grace such deeds as will diffuse the fragrance
of Thy acceptance and the sweet-scented breeze of Thy good-
pleasure. O my Lord! Thou seest me standing before the door
of Thy bounty. I beseech Thee by Thy pre-existent mercy and
Thy all-encompassing favor and Thy generosity which hath
encompassed the heavens and earth, to ordain for me that
which Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones and trusted
ones. Thou art, verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Most Gen-
erous. There is no God but Thee, the Self-Sufficient, the All-
Bountiful.
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To: Abbas brother of wife of Munshi
Date: 1306-06-19 [1889-Feb-20]

He is established upon the throne of utterance at the pole of
contingent being.

The Tongue of Grandeur has in all times summoned the ser-
vants to the living waters and continues to do so. The Book
calls out with the most exalted cry between earth and heaven,
giving glad tidings to all and summoning them to the Hidden
Name and the Treasured Secret. Blessed is the soul that has
attained to this most great bounty and this most hidden mys-
tery. Today another world has appeared and another carpet
has been spread, yet the people of doubt and fancy remain
occupied with their previous imaginings. Say:

O God, my Worshipped One, my Adored One! Through a
single word of Thy sublime words Thou didst create earth and
heaven, and through one drop from the ocean of Thy generosity
Thou didst bring existence into being. Thou art the One with
such power that the might and strength of the tyrants of the
earth and pharaohs of the lands could not prevent Thee from
Thy purpose. O Generous One! A poor one has turned to Thy
gate and a helpless one has clung to the cord of Thy power.
He begs of Thee Thy ancient grace and beseeches Thy fresh
forgiveness. Deprive him not from the ocean of Thy bounty
and withhold him not from the living waters of eternal life.
Thou art powerful and mighty. O Lord! The atoms of the
world bear witness to Thy wealth and acknowledge and confess
Thy grace. Would One like Thee, so rich, deprive one like me,
so poor? Far be it! Never! I testify, and all things testify,
that Thou art the Most Generous of the generous ones and the
Most Merciful of the merciful ones.
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To: Khalil Rahmani Farani
Date: 1306-06-19 [1889-Feb-20]

In the Name of Him Who is the Guardian over all names!

Verily the Divine Lote-Tree desires to make mention of one of
its fruits, and to gladden it with its loving-kindness and grace,
and to remind it of that which hath been inscribed upon its
leaves by the Most Exalted Pen of God, the King, unto Whom
belongeth the kingdom of heaven and the realm of names.

O thou who art turning toward My direction, gazing upon My
countenance, and standing before My throne! Hearken unto
My call, for verily it will draw thee nigh unto My kingdom
and aid thee with the hosts of My wisdom and utterance, and
will inform thee of that which hath been ordained for thee
by My Pen in My Crimson Tablet, whereof none hath been
apprised save God, the Lord of all beings and the Sovereign of
this wondrous Day.

Give thanks unto God, the Lord of the throne on high and of
the dust beneath, for having aided thee to turn toward Him,
and adorned thee with the ornament of certitude, and caused
thee to appear before His presence, and enabled thee to hear
His most sweet call, and to behold His most glorious horizon.

Say: Glory be unto Thee, O my God! 1 beseech Thee by
the billowing oceans of Thy utterance, and by the signs of Thy
grandeur, and by the manifestations of Thy might, and by Thy
most exalted Word whereby Thou didst unite Thy creation and
the hearts of Thy servants, and by the blood of Thy chosen ones
which was shed in love for Thy Beauty and in yearning for Thy
presence, that Thou aid me to make mention of Thee and to
praise Thee, and to serve Thy Cause.

Verily Thou art He Whom neither the tyranny of the Pharaohs
nor the wrath of the oppressors can frustrate. In Thy right
hand is the standard of “He doeth whatsoever He willeth” and
in Thy left hand the banner of “He ordaineth whatsoever He
pleaseth.” There is no God but Thee, the Almighty, the All-
Powerful, the All-Compelling.
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To: Mir Fath-Ali Beg who attained, in Faran
Date: 1306-06-19 [1889-Feb-20]

He is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise

Glorified art Thou, O my God, my Lord and my Support! I
beseech Thee by Thy Name, the All-Bountiful, and glorified
art Thou, O my God, I beseech Thee by Thy Name, the All-
Forgiving, and glorified art Thou, O my God, I beseech Thee
by Thy Name, the Concealer, to conceal the sins of Thy ser-
vants and whatsoever they have committed in Thy days. O
Lord! Thou art He Whose generosity hath encompassed all
created things and Whose mercy hath preceded all existence.
None hath ever returned disappointed and frustrated from the
door of Thy grace, nor have any souls remained deprived and
hopeless. I beseech Thee by Thy generosity which hath encom-
passed all created things to forgive Thy servants and Thy cre-
ation, and take them not to task for their misdeeds and errors.
Wouldst Thou, O my God, chastise him who hath acknowl-
edged Thy mercy and confessed to Thy favors and bounties?
Nay, by Thy might! I testify that Thou dost not withhold
those who seek Thee from the ocean of Thy grace, nor those
who desire Thee from the sun of Thy bounty. Praise be unto
Thee, O my God, for having caused me to be attracted by
Thy verses, whereupon I hastened to the shore of the ocean
of Thy nearness and heard Thy sweetest call, which cannot be
equaled by all the treasures of earth and heaven, and for hav-
ing shown me Thy beauty in the Most Great Prison through
what the hands of the nations have wrought. O Lord! Ordain
for me and for those with me that which shall profit me in
all the worlds of Thy worlds. Then send down upon me from
the heaven of Thy grace the table of Thy utterance and the
blessing of Thy knowledge. Verily Thou art the Mighty, the
Bountiful. There is no God but Thee, the Self-Sufficient, the
Most Exalted.
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To: Mirza Taqi

Date: 1306-06-19 [1889-Feb-20]

In the Name of the Goal of all the worlds! Ol 35ais ol

The Book proclaims with the most exalted call: O deniers!
This is the Day of Return - deprive not yourselves! Look upon
and ponder the proofs of the Prophets and Messengers, that
ye may not remain deprived of the Most Great Proof which
hath today shone forth from the horizon of the heaven of the
Supreme Pen. Every proof hath bowed down before the proof
of God, the Lord of all worlds, and every evidence hath sub-
mitted to the evidence of God, the Lord of the mighty throne.

Take hold of the Book of God with His strength and follow
not those who follow every heedless doubter. Say: Hearken
unto the call of the Wronged One and with the finger of might
rend asunder the veil of idle fancy. Say: Fear your Lord, the
Most Merciful, and be not of the wrongdoers. Say: We pass
over whatsoever hath been said and is being said, and hold
fast unto the very proof and evidence itself. Read ye what ye
possess and We shall read what hath been sent down from the
heaven of the Will of God, the Lord of all worlds. It would be
a pity if ye should remain veiled this day by that which the
people possess from that which is with God. Say: We counsel
you for the sake of God and desire from you neither recompense
nor thanks. Thus have We sent down the verses unto thee that
thou mayest rejoice and be of the thankful. The splendor from
Us be upon thee and upon every steadfast and upright one.
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To: Mir Ali Bayk, in Faran
Date: 1306-06-19 [1889-Feb-20]

In My Name that dawneth from the horizon of the heaven of
utterance!
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The call hath been raised betwixt earth and heaven. Blessed is
the ear that hath heard it, and the tongue that hath answered,
and the heart that hath turned toward it, and the foot that
hath hastened, and the face that hath been directed toward
it, and the eye that hath beheld the horizon of the Revelation
when He appeared and manifested what He desired on the part
of God, the Commander, the Almighty, the Powerful.

My Most Exalted Pen beareth witness to thy turning toward
Me, thy devotion, thy presence, thy attentiveness, and thy en-
try through a gate that hath been opened unto all who are in
the heavens and on earth.

Say: Glory be unto Thee, O my God! Praise be unto Thee for
having guided me unto the Dayspring of Thy signs, and thanks
be unto Thee for having given me to drink of the Kawthar
of immortality from the hand of Thy bounty, and for having
shown me Thy most exalted horizon, and caused me to hear
Thy most sweet call. I beseech Thee by Thy signs which have
encompassed all things, and by the Concourse on High, and the
dwellers of the Most Exalted Paradise, to make me steadfast,
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me the good of all worlds among Thy worlds. Verily Thou art -

the Forgiving, the Merciful. AQAG6#268 p.262, ADM2#026 p.046x
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BHO06713

To: Mulla Haji, in Faran

Date: 1306-06-19 [1889-Feb-20]

He is the All-Witnessing, the All-Informed ) sl »

This is a Book sent down by the Wronged One to him who hath
believed in the Self-Subsisting, through Whom the limbs of all
names have trembled and all who are on earth were thunder-
struck, save those whom God, the Lord of the mighty Throne,
hath willed. Thou hast attained unto My remembrance, and
thy name hath been mentioned by the Tongue of Grandeur in
this exalted station. When thou hast drunk the choice wine of
revelation from the cup of thy Lord’s bounty, say:

My God, my God! T testify to Thy manifestation and Thy es-
tablishment upon the throne of Thy grandeur and Thy power
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amongst Thy servants and Thy Cause. I beseech Thee to or-
dain for me what Thou hast ordained for the Manifestations of
might and power, whom neither doubts prevented from turn-
ing to Thee nor allusions from holding fast to Thy cord. O
my Lord! Ordain for me that which shall accompany me and
benefit me in all the worlds of Thy worlds. Verily Thou art
the All-Powerful, the Almighty.

O my God! Send Thy blessings upon Thy loved ones who have
drunk the choice wine of utterance from the cup of Thy bounty
and have attained unto the most great steadfastness, such that
neither armies frightened them nor the might of kings deterred
them. They turned with radiant faces, detached from all else
save Thee. There is no God but Thee, the Single, the One, the
Forgiving, the Merciful.
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To: Ustad Taqi, in Kirmanshah

Date: 1306-06-19 [1889-Feb-20]

In the Name of the One True God B Al ol

O Taqi! The Wronged One hath heard thy call and answered
thee. He heareth and answereth, and He is the All-Hearing, the
All-Seeing. Know thou with clear certainty that the people of
Iran have been reared on vain imaginings and have drunk from
the breast of idle fancies. Most difficult is it to rend asunder the
veil in their sight. The most exalted and greatest among that
people are, by their own account, the divines and jurists of the
land, yet these souls are regarded by God as the most ignorant,
base and lost. Throughout ages and centuries they sought the
presence of the Truth, yet when He was made manifest they
martyred Him. Say:

My God, my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Name the Almighty,
and by Thy Name the Chosen One, and by Thy Name the Pow-
erful, to sanctify the earth and its cities and regions from the
likes of these. O my Lord! Thou seest how they have turned
away from Thee and pronounced judgment against Thee with-
out any clear proof or Book. Cleanse the earth from the defile-
ment of these who have manifested rancor and hatred. Verily
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Thou art the Omnipotent over whatsoever Thou willest, and
verily Thou art the Avenger, the Just, the All-Wise.
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BHO07243

To: ’Ali Aqga
Date: 1306-06-19 [1889-Feb-20]

He is the One manifest from the horizon of the heaven of proof!

This is a Book which the Lord of Hosts hath sent down as a
bounty from His presence, and He is the Bestower, the Gen-
erous. Hear thou the Call from the Most Glorious Horizon -
verily it will draw thee nigh unto a station sublime and won-
drous.

Say: O my God, my God! I testify to Thy oneness and Thy sin-
gleness, and that Thou art the First and the Last, the Manifest
and the Hidden. There is no God but Thee, the One, the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed. I bear witness, O my God and my
Beloved, that Thou didst create me to know the ocean of Thy
unity and the sun of Thy manifestation, and to acknowledge
that which Thou hast revealed in Thy Book. O Lord! I am he
who hath turned toward Thy horizon and attained that which
Thou didst send down unto Thy Messengers. I beseech Thee
by the power which the hosts of the world have not weakened,
and by Thy might which the onslaught of the nations hath not
rendered powerless, and by Thy Self-Subsisting Name through
which the dwellers of the graves arose and the Trumpet was
sounded, to make me one of those who have circled round Thy
Will in Thy kingdom and acted according to that which Thou
didst command them in Thy Book. Verily, Thou art powerful
over whatsoever Thou willest. There is no God but Thee, the
Forgiving, the Merciful.
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To: Mirza Mahdi son of the one who attained
Date: 1306-06-19 [1889-Feb-20]

He is the One speaking from the horizon of the heaven of ut-
terance!

O friends of God! The daysprings of falsehood and hypocrisy
have ever forbidden their followers from drawing near to and
associating with other servants, fearing lest they discover the
calumnies of those false souls. But the people of truth have
ever counseled all with loving advice to associate and unite. O
My friends! The deeds and words of the men of the arena of
steadfastness and power have been and are distinguished from
all else. We beseech God to lead all from the west of fancy to
the east of certitude. He is the Powerful, the Mighty.

O thou who hast turned thy face to My horizon! We have heard
thy call and have remembered thee in this Most Luminous
Tablet, that thou mayest attain unto that for which existence
itself was brought into being. Say: My God, my God! Look
not upon my self and my transgressions, but rather upon the
Sun of Thy bounty and the Heaven of Thy generosity. I have
come unto Thee detached from all else beside Thee. Do with
me as beseemeth Thee. We testify that Thou art the Forgiving,
the Merciful.
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BH10761

To: Abu’l-Qasim Kh A
Date: 1306-06-19 [1889-Feb-20]

The Sun hath desired to bestow upon thee an effulgence from
among the effulgences of its Most Great Name. When thou art
illumined by its lights and hast attained unto its presence, arise
and turn thy face toward the Ka’bah of God, the Possessor of
the kingdom of names, and say:

Glorified art Thou, O my God and God of earth and heaven!
Unto Thee be praise, inasmuch as Thou hast brought forth
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from the treasuries of Thy Most Exalted Pen, for this Thy
servant, the pearls of wisdom and utterance, and the gems of
loving care and tender mercies. I bear witness that Thou art,
in truth, the All-Forgiving, the Most Generous.
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BH10798

To: Muhammad Sadiq Kh A
Date: 1306-06-19 [1889-Feb-20]

The Ocean of bounty hath willed to send unto thee, from the
quarter of justice, a cup of the sealed wine. When thou at-
tainest unto it, take it in My Name, the Self-Subsisting, then
drink thereof, despite those who are lost in vain imaginings,
who have broken the Covenant of God and His Testament.

And say: Glorified art Thou, O my God! Unto Thee be praise,
for Thou hast remembered me and hast made me of those who
have attained in Thy mighty and wondrous Tablet.
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To: Ali Sirri, in Nablus
Date: 1306-06-29 [1889-Mar-2]

O My brother! How great, how very great, can the law of oblig-
atory prayer be, when, through His mercy and loving kindness,
one is enabled to observe it. When a man commenceth the
recitation of the Obligatory Prayer, he should see himself sev-
ered from all created things and regard himself as utter noth-
ingness before the will and purpose of God, in such wise that
he seeth naught but Him in the world of being. This is the
station of God’s well-favored ones and those who are wholly
devoted to Him. Should one perform the Obligatory Prayer in
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this manner, he will be accounted by God and the Concourse
on high among those who have truly offered the prayer....

BRL_IOPF+#1.09x, BSW#05.19x

BHO00107

To: Aga Shaykh Muhammad Arab et al., in Sultanabad
Date: 1306-07-04 [1889-Mar-6]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted and
Most Glorious Lord!

Praise be unto Him Who is the Ultimate Goal, for in establish-
ing His Cause He hath sought no other proof besides Himself,
and no mention of aught else hath found or findeth access unto
Him, inasmuch as He is sanctified above all that is in the world.
Great indeed is this Day wherein the Primal Point - may the
spirit of all else be sacrificed for His sake - in the Most Exalted
Paradise and the Most Glorious Horizon proclaimeth “Verily, I
am the first of them that worship.” We beseech the Most High
to preserve His servants from vain imaginings and idle fancies,
for the abominable Shi’ih sect hath been and continueth to
be deprived of the recognition of the Hidden and Treasured
Name through their vain imaginings and idle fancies. They
considered themselves the most exalted of creation and the
most profitable among the inhabitants of all lands, whereas in
the sight of God they are reckoned among the basest of cre-
ation and the most lost of servants. For twelve hundred years
they cried out “O Vicegerent!” yet on the Day of Reckoning
they slew the Creator of a hundred thousand vicegerents. Now
again some of the opposers are preventing people from the Lord
of all beings through these same means. Time and again this
exalted word was heard from the Sovereign of the Kingdom
of Names - blessed and exalted be His utterance: “Until they
pass beyond the river of names, they shall not attain unto the
ocean of inner meanings.” In any case, this servant and that
honored one and all others must beseech God to preserve the
people of God from these names and former matters and the
vain imaginings of that rejected sect.

Glory be to God! In the beginning of the Cause the divines of
the Shi’ih sect prevented the helpless people from approaching
the shore of the sea of oneness, and how many servants did they
sentence and execute merely out of selfish desire. To this day
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they curse the Truth from their pulpits. Indeed, they have com-
mitted that which neither Jews nor Christians, nay even the
idolaters have committed. In all circumstances we seek preser-
vation and assistance from God, glorified be His majesty, that
perchance the servants of God may not hereafter be afflicted
with the vain imaginings of that heedless sect. The Command
is in God’s hand - He doeth what He willeth and ordaineth
what He pleaseth, and He is the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

And now, O beloved of my heart, in a previous letter it was
promised that the remainder of the answer to your elevated let-
ter would be sent later. Now is the time to fulfill that promise.

In the Name of our All-Knowing, All-Wise Lord

Mention was made of his honor Haji Fadlu’llah and his honor
Kaka Khan, upon them be the glory of God. The answer to
the first name was previously mentioned, and in this station
the second one is addressed through these sublime utterances
which flowed from the Tongue of Grandeur - blessed and ex-
alted be His word:

He is the One Who hath dominion over what was and what
shall be

O Fadlu’llah! Praise be to God, the grace of God - glorified
be His majesty - encompassed thee and circumstances, by the
command of the Lord of the Day of Return, assisted thee, and
thou didst attain unto that which was revealed in the divine
Books of the past and present. Today the blessed word “The
Truth hath come” can be heard from the waves of the seas, the
leaves of the trees, the rushing of the winds, and the flowing of
the rivers. When thou hearest the call from the Most Exalted
Horizon, say:

All praise be to Thee, O Lord of all being and Master of the
Throne on high and of earth below, for having given me to
drink from the Kawthar of immortality by Thy bounteous
hand, and made known to me Thy Cause, and illumined for me
Thy path, and revealed to me Thy proof. I testify before the
faces of all mankind that Thy proof hath encompassed the na-
tions and Thy evidence hath appeared by Thy command and
shone forth by Thy will. I beseech Thee, O Lord of the seen and
unseen worlds, by the station which Thou hast honored with
the establishment of Thy throne thereon, and by the city which
Thou hast made the footstool of Thy feet, and by the House
wherein Thy call was raised, and by the lands which have been
blessed by Thy favoring glance, to make me one who speaketh
Thy praise and glorification, and who holdeth fast to the cord
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of Thy grace in such wise that neither the power of men nor
the veils of glory shall hold me back. I shall arise in Thy Name
to serve Thy Cause and summon the servants through wisdom
and utterance to the court of Thy glory. O my Lord! Let me
taste a drop from the ocean of Thy knowledge and illumine
my heart and my whole being with the dawning lights of the
Sun of Thy wisdom. Thou seest me, O my God, turning to
Thee and detached from all else but Thee, beseeching from the
heaven of Thy bounty the wonders of Thy grace. Would the
All-Possessing turn away the poor from His door? Would the
All-Knowing cast out the ignorant from His presence? Nay,
by Thy glory! I am certain of Thy grace and bounty, Thy
power and strength, Thy riches and wealth. I beseech Thee, O
my God, to assist me in that which shall waft the fragrances
of Thy acceptance and good-pleasure. Verily Thou art the All-
Bountiful, the Munificent, the Compassionate, the Mighty, the
Generous.

This was revealed for Kaka Khan,
[Baha'u'llah]

upon him be 966

In My Name, through which the ocean of utterance hath surged

O Kaka Khan! Upon thee be the Glory of the All-Merciful!
This Wronged One mentioneth to everyone that which is easy
to understand. Were all the peoples of the world to recognize
this single word which now floweth from the Most Exalted Pen,
all would exclaim “We believe in Thee, O God of the worlds!”
For twelve hundred years and more, among the established and
certain beliefs of the Shi’ih sect was the life of the Qa’im and
His existence in well-known cities, and whosoever claimed His
birth was put to death. Then it became clear and evident to
men of insight that this sect had been in error, and throughout
these twelve hundred years not one among their divines or
others gained any knowledge of the birth of the Manifestation
and the manner thereof, wandering instead in the valleys of
fancy and imagination. In such circumstance, how can any
fair-minded and knowledgeable person confirm other matters
that have proceeded from that sect? In brief, the purpose is
that one must purify the hearing of heart and conscience from
all that hath been heard from this sect, that one may become
enabled to hearken unto that which hath been revealed and
made manifest from the Most Exalted Pen. Until now God
hath concealed, for the world is seen to be deprived of hearing
ears. When thou art blessed with My mention, say: “All praise
be to Thee, O Lord of the kings of the world, and all glory be to
Thee, O Desire of the nations, for having revealed unto me in
Thy Most Great Prison that which shall endure as long as Thy
names and attributes endure. Verily Thou art the Almighty,
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doing as Thou pleasest, and within Thy grasp are the reins of
all who are in the heavens and on earth.”

This evanescent servant is engaged in praise and glorification
with both outer and inner tongue, for at all times the waves of
His ocean of bounty have encompassed and continue to encom-
pass His loved ones. For every name there hath been revealed
that which is a proof for all and an evidence for all, that all
may know what hath appeared in the days of God, our Lord
and the Lord of the Throne on high and of earth below and
the Lord of all worlds.

Concerning the mention made of Jinab-i-Haji Siyyid Abu’l-
Fadl and Jinab-i-Mirza Muhammad Khan, the doctor—upon
them both be the glory of God—alfter it had been presented
before the Presence, these radiant verses shone forth from the
horizon of the Will of God, glorified and exalted be He. He,
blessed and exalted be He, saith:

5 In the Name of Him Who speaks before the faces of all

Today the Dayspring of divine verses and the Orient of heav-
enly revelation, the Hidden Secret and the Treasured Mystery,
calls out before the faces of princes and divines, giving unto all
the glad tidings of that which hath been ordained in the Book
of God especially for His chosen ones. O Abu’l-Fadl! The veils
of self and passion, and the shrouds of the people of tyranny
and transgression, have prevented the Sun of Justice from shin-
ing forth and have deprived the servants of this most great
bounty. For ages they yearned and longed for the presence of
the Lord of Names, yet when the breezes of God wafted in this
spiritual morn and luminous dawn, and the Speaker of Sinai
was established upon the throne of manifestation, all turned
away and assailed the Lord of Names with arrows of hatred
and spears of enmity. They wrought that which causeth the
Tablet to cry “O the grief!” and the Pen to lament “O the
regret!” Rivers of blood flow from the hearts of them that are
near and sincere unto this day. The divines of the Shi’ih sect
are aflame with the fire of hatred and strive to shed the blood
of the chosen ones and pure ones. God is Most Great! Night
and day they occupy themselves with building imaginary cities
and towns, deprived of the lights of the Sun of certitude. To
this day none hath reflected, nor doth reflect, on what were
the words of that people and what shall be their recompense
on the Day of Retribution. We beseech God to acquaint thee
with that which was concealed from eyes and to aid thee in
mentioning that which was barred from sight. The waves of
the ocean of utterance are manifest at the heart of contingent
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being, and the effulgences of the Sun of Truth shine forth from
the horizon of the prison, yet the heedless servants circle round
a shallow pool and worship the idols of vain imaginings. Say:
Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having given me to drink
of the Kawthar of Thy utterance and guided me to Thy path
and shown me the traces of Thy Pen and caused me to hear
Thy call. O my Lord! I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy
countenance to aid me in Thy remembrance and to ordain for
me what Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones. Verily Thou
art the Almighty, the Powerful. There is none other God but
Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

7 And this is what was revealed for his honor Mirza Muhammad

Khan, upon him be the glory of God:

In the name of Him Who is supreme over all who are in earth
and heaven

A remembrance from the Wronged One to him who hath be-
lieved in God, the Supreme, the Self-Subsisting, that the fra-
grances of remembrance and utterance may attract him to the
horizon of the manifestation of his Lord, the All-Merciful - the
station wherein the atoms proclaim: The kingdom belongeth
unto God, the Lord of the seen and the unseen. Thy name
was mentioned before the Prisoner in His Most Great Prison.
We have remembered thee with that which the remembrances
of all peoples cannot equal. Verily thy Lord is powerful to
do as He pleaseth through His word “Be” and it is. We have
made manifest the path and have sent down from the heaven of
grace that whereby hearts are illumined and eyes are solaced.
Blessed is he who hath drunk the choice wine of revelation
from the cup of the bounty of his Lord and hath attained unto
such steadfastness as the hosts of them that have disbelieved in
God, the Almighty, the Most Loving, could not prevent. When
thou hast attained unto My verses and found the fragrance of
utterance from My garment, say:

O my God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having remem-
bered me from Thy prison, and for having sent down unto me
that from which Thy near ones perceive the fragrance of Thy
bounty. I beseech Thee by the ocean of Thy grace and what
lieth concealed therein of the pearls of Thy knowledge and
wisdom, that Thou mayest ordain for me through Thy Most
Exalted Pen that which shall be a healing for all ailments and
an antidote for the weakness of bodies. O my Lord! Thou
seest me turning toward Thee and confessing Thy unity and
Thy singleness. I beseech Thee to make me a servant of Thy
remembrance amongst Thy servants and a standard of Thy
Name in Thy lands. Verily Thou art He to Whose strength and
power all created things have testified, and to Whose grandeur
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and sovereignty all things possible have borne witness. There
is none other God but Thee, the All-Bountiful, the Most Gen-
erous.

Today the letters of the Book are each chanting a melody in
the Divine gathering, but these chants need pure ears. The
Tree of Hope is, praise be to God, present and visible. At one
time this exalted word was heard from the Supreme Kingdom
- His exalted Word: “O servant in attendance, be not grieved.
The True One, glorified be His majesty, bestoweth the ear and
causeth to hear.” This is a word from which the sea of glad-
tidings hath surged amongst creation. Blessed are they that
drink therefrom.

Mention was made of his honor Malik-Husayn-i-Khabbaz, upon
him be the Glory of God. After it was presented before the
Most Holy Court, the divine ocean of utterance surged and this
Tablet shone forth from the Dayspring of grace. His blessed
and exalted Word:

In My Name, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise

O Husayn! Hear the call of the Wronged One. Strive that
perchance the servants may not, like the previous party, be-
come ensnared by idle fancies and vain imaginings. For twelve
hundred years they were occupied with the mention of the
Successor while deprived of the Truth, and when the Sun of
Manifestation dawned forth they attacked like the beasts of
the earth and visited upon the Lord of existence that which no
true seer or spiritual hearer can bear to witness or hear. Now
the deniers of the Bayan are again occupied with the same
vain imaginings. They have clung to one who was engaged in
service beneath the pavilions of grandeur, and yet they remain
debarred from the Truth. Although no one was with Us or
informed of matters, nevertheless they have resorted to calum-
nies the like of which have never been heard. Say:

O my God, my God! Adorn Thy servants with the ornament of
justice and fairness, and enable them to behold Thy signs with
Thine eyes and to hear Thy call with Thine ears. Thou seest
what hath befallen Thy loved ones and hearest the clamor of
the idolaters among Thine enemies. I beseech Thee by Thy
Name, the Manifest, the Hidden, which calleth out before all
faces, to aid them to draw nigh unto Thee and to turn toward
the lights of Thy countenance. O Lord! Withhold them not
from the revelations of the Sun of Thy knowledge in Thy days.
Verily Thou art the One Who hath power over whatsoever
Thou willest through Thy word “Be” and it is.
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Likewise mention was made of his honor Rida Khan and his
honor Muhammad-‘Ali Khan, upon them be the Glory of God.
After being presented before the special presence, a Most Holy,
Most Exalted Tablet was revealed from the heaven of grace for
each one, that they might draw nigh unto God, our Lord and
your Lord and the Lord of the Mighty Throne.

» This is what was revealed for his honor Rida Khan, upon him

be the Glory of the All-Merciful. His blessed and exalted Word:

8 He is the Counselor, the All-Knowing

The Wronged One makes mention of thee for the sake of God
and reminds thee of His verses which hold sway over all who
are in the heavens and on earth. The light hath dawned from
the horizon of the heaven of utterance, whereby the earth hath
been illumined, yet the people remain behind an obvious veil.
This is a Day wherein atoms proclaim with loudest voice, while
most among mankind remain heedless. Hearken unto the call
of the Wronged One: Raise thy hand and rend asunder there-
with the veil of idle fancy, in the name of thy Lord, the Self-
Subsisting, that thou mayest behold what was hidden from
all eyes and concealed in the knowledge of God, Lord of all
worlds. When thou art attracted by the rustling of the Di-
vine Lote-Tree and art seized by the choice wine of My Most
Glorious Name, say:

My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having guided me, and
glory be to Thee for having honored me, and thanksgiving be to
Thee for having strengthened me on a Day wherein the people
of Thy realm have turned away from Thee. I beseech Thee,
O Lord of the worlds, by Thy Most Great Name, to number
me among them who have turned towards Thee and hastened
until they took the Kawthar of eternity from the hand of Thy
bounty and drank in Thy name amongst Thy servants. O Lord!
I am Thy servant and the son of Thy servant. I have turned
to the horizon of Thy Manifestation, the Dayspring of Thy
verses, and the Source of Thy commandments and ordinances.
I beseech Thee not to withhold from me that which Thou hast
ordained for such of Thy servants as are detached. Verily Thou
art the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. There is no God but
Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

And this was revealed for His Honor Muhammad-‘Ali Khan,
the Minister’s Overseer. Exalted be His utterance and glorious
His proof:

In My Name, through which the fragrance of the All-Merciful
hath wafted throughout all contingent being
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This is a Day wherein the Caller hath called out before the faces
of all people: The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the Lord of
the worlds! The Most Great Ocean hath appeared, and We
have brought forth the pearls of wisdom and utterance which
lay hidden and treasured within its shells, by the command
of God, the Mighty, the Wise. The Promise hath come, and
the Promised One hath appeared before the faces of princes
and divines. He hath spoken that which We commanded Him
from God, the Powerful, the Almighty, such that neither the
power of the world could weaken Him, nor could the might
of kings and sovereigns prevent Him. We have sent down the
verses and manifested the evidences for the guidance of all
people, whereunto testifieth His clear Book. We were walking
in the prison and swimming in the ocean of utterance. We have
turned toward thee and made mention of thee with that which
shall never perish, so long as the kingdom of thy Lord, the All-
Forgiving, the Most Generous, endureth. When thou attainest
unto My Tablet and findest the fragrance of thy Lord’s verses,
say:

My God, my God! My outward and inward tongue, my limbs
and members, my veins and the very hairs of my body bear
witness to Thy unity and oneness, and that Thou art the First
and the Last, the Manifest and the Hidden. O Lord! I beseech
Thee by the breaths of Thy revelation to ordain for me that
which will cause me to turn to the light of Thy countenance,
to speak in praise of Thy Self, to hearken unto the verses of
Thy Most Exalted Pen and Thy sweetest call, and to arise to
serve Thy Cause, O Lord of all being! O Lord! Thou seest
the weak one clinging to the cord of Thy strength, and the
poor one seeking the door of Thy riches. I beseech Thee not to
disappoint him in that which he seeketh from the ocean of Thy
bounty and the heaven of Thy generosity. Verily, Thou art the
All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. There is no God but Thee,
the Mighty, the Great.

How sweet is the fragrance of divine utterance and the diffusion
of the musk of the Merciful’s knowledge! We must, at all times,
beseech the True One - exalted be His dominion and mighty
His proof - to make the people of earth receptive, that they may
not be deprived of the special effusions of His days, that they
may detach themselves from what they possess and turn to
that which is with God. Glory be to God! The various parties
of the world each cling to certain proofs and evidences. For ex-
ample, the followers of the Gospel hold fast to a few pages, and
by these limited pages consider themselves superior to and bet-
ter than all other peoples. And before that, the Torah, which
was specific to Moses, consisted of a few books. They have
gathered various sayings of the Prophets like Isaiah, Ezekiel,
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Solomon, David, Jeremiah, Zechariah and others into one vol-
ume, though most parts of it are historical accounts written
after Moses. Then came the decree of the Furqan (Qur’an),
which in truth distinguishes between right and wrong. Those
were the days of the Seal of the Prophets, His was the epoch
and His the time. Besides what has been mentioned, none
possessed anything else. And now, many equivalents to all
these have been revealed and are available and evident. Yet
the heedless, ignorant servants remain deprived and forbidden.
The servant testifies that this is the recompense of their deeds
in turning away from the Dawning-Place of Revelation and the
Speaker of Sinai.

In service to the opposers, this servant offers two words: Let
some be appointed as representatives by others and come to
this land, but on condition that they possess their own eyes and
ears, as they are commanded in this Revelation, and witness
that which equals all previous books and accept it. And if they
desire, another equivalent can be newly revealed, provided all
acknowledge that these verses did not exist before and have
descended from the heaven of divine nature. Even then, I do
not impose the obligation of belief. Let it suffice that they
cause no harm nor bring about that which would cause the
atoms of creation to lament and wail. I swear by the Sun
of the horizon of proof that we are unable to enumerate all
that hath been revealed until now, and until now it has not
been compiled. O brothers! The Tongue of Grandeur hath
repeatedly said and continues to say: O people! The ocean of
inner meanings surges before your faces at its utmost height,
and its waves are visible to every possessor of sight, and the
sun of grace shines resplendent above the heads of all.

O servants! Behold and judge with fairness! Nevertheless, un-
til now they remain heedless, clinging to former traditions -
most of which are fabrications of the Shi’ih sect - and have
perpetrated against the Truth Itself that which no oppressor
has ever perpetrated. O my God, my God! Aid Thy servants
to justice and fairness, and enable them to see with their own
eyes and hear with their own ears. Thou art verily the Mighty,
the Powerful.

Mention was made of the friends of God - his honor Aga Mirza
Muhammad T. R., his honor Aqa Mirza Ahmad, his honor
Aqga ‘Ali-Muhammad, his honor Aga Muhammad ‘Allaf, his
honor Aga ‘Ali, and their honored mother, upon them be the
glory of God. Mention of each was made in the most exalted
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heights before the face of the Lord of Names, and unto each
were specifically revealed wondrous and exalted verses from the
heaven of grace. Thus speaks He, blessed and exalted be He:

He is the Answerer from His most glorious horizon

O Muhammad! We sent forth Muhammad with signs that
drew unto Him the hearts of those near unto God, and with
clear proofs that illumined the horizons of the hearts of the
sincere. We commanded him to cast upon mankind the Word
of Unity, as a grace from Us. Verily thy Lord is the Forgiving,
the Merciful. Yet the people denied Him, turned away from
Him, opposed Him, and committed that which caused every
fair-minded and discerning one to cry out. We beseech God
to aid thee to rend asunder the veils before the faces of the
various peoples, and to strengthen thee in that which befitteth
this glorious and radiant Day. Say: O people! The Day of
God is come. Hearken unto that which the All-Merciful hath
revealed in the Qur’an: to lead the people out of darkness into
light and to remind them of the Days of God. Thus was it sent
down aforetime from the presence of One knowing, wise. Give
thanks unto God for that the Wronged One hath remembered
thee while confined in a far-off place. In exile, He calleth all
to the most exalted homeland; in abasement, He ordaineth for
His loved ones supreme glory; in prison, He speaketh in every
condition that there is none other God but Him, the Single,
the One, the Mighty, the Powerful.

O Ahmad! By the life of God, the musk of divine knowledge
hath perfumed all creation, and the All-Merciful hath come
with the kingdom of clear proof, yet most of the people have
turned away. The Book speaketh the truth, but they hear
not. The heaven proclaimeth, the Sun declareth, yet most of
mankind know not. Their desires have held them back from
their Lord - nay, they comprehend not. The ornaments of the
world with their various hues have occupied them, as witness
We beseech God the Exalted to strengthen
thee to hold fast to His cord and to cling to His robe, such
that neither cannons nor armies shall keep thee back from the
Self-Subsisting, the Eternal.

noble servants.

O son of Sha’ban! Hearken unto the call of thy Lord, the All-
Merciful. It hath been raised from this exalted place, and He
hath revealed for thee that which will draw thee nigh unto
Him. Verily thy Lord is the Forgiving, the Kind. Thy name
was presented before the Wronged One, Who hath remembered
thee with verses that all the treasuries of kings cannot equal.
When thou hearest the call from the direction of ‘Akka, say:
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My God, my God! I beseech Thee by Thy light that is never
extinguished, by the fire of Thy love that is never veiled, and
by Thy carpet that is never rolled up, to make me steadfast in
Thy love, firm in Thy Cause, and upright in acting according
to what Thou hast revealed in Thy Book. Thou art verily the
Mighty, the Powerful, the All-Loving. O Lord! Thou seest
me turning unto Thee, with my house serving as an abode
and shelter for Thy loved ones. I beseech Thee to adorn it
at all times with Thy remembrance and praise, that there may
ascend from it, through the tongues of Thy loved ones, mention
of that which Thou hast revealed in Thy Book. Thou art verily
the Strong, the Powerful. There is none other God but Thee,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O Muhammad! Reflect upon the tribulations that have be-
fallen the Wronged One. From the earliest days until now He
hath summoned all to the truth, while at all times He hath
been afflicted by the tyranny of enemies. At times the abode
of the Wronged One was the prison of Ta, at times the prison of
Mim, at times the Land of Mystery, and now the Most Great
Prison. Nevertheless, in all conditions and circumstances, with-
out any veil or concealment, He gave the peoples of the world
glad tidings of the favors of the Lord of Eternity, and there
was sent down from the heaven of His Will that which is sanc-
tified above likeness and similitude. Every possessor of justice
hath testified to His greatness, and every fair-minded one hath
witnessed His power and is well aware. Beseech God that He
deprive not His servants, that perchance they may be illumined
by the lights of certitude and attain unto the hearing of His call.
The days are His days, and the reins of grace and bounty are
in the grasp of His power. He is the Omnipotent One Whom
the hosts of the world could not hinder from making mention.
He stood before all faces and proclaimed: “The Kingdom is
God’s, the Omnipotent, the Almighty, the All-Bountiful!”

O Ali, O son of Ibrahim, upon thee and upon him be My glory!
This Wronged One hath turned toward thee in this night and
maketh mention of thee, that thou mayest hear and be of them
that are thankful. Idle fancies and vain imaginings have de-
barred the people from the Lord of the Day of Judgment. The
proof is evident, the testimony manifest, the path clear, yet
the tyranny and rebellion of most have prevented them from
turning to the Purpose of the worlds. Today the Tree speaketh
for itself, its fruits are manifest in utmost delicacy, the carpet
of utterance is spread forth, and the people of Baha are en-
gaged in praise and glorification with the utmost joy, gladness,
glory and delight. Blessed is the one whom the calumnies of
the Shi’ih party have not prevented from the Dayspring of the
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Light of Oneness. Say: O friends, take ye the cup of immortal-
ity from the hand of bounty! Take it in His Name and drink it
in His remembrance. Well is it with you and pleasant it is to
you! The glory from Us be upon thy father who hath ascended
to the Most Sublime Companion, and upon thee, and upon thy
mother, and upon those who have attained unto My mention,
My loving providence and My beauteous praise.

And likewise in another letter mention was made of His Ho-
liness Haji Mulla Ali, upon him be Baha’u’llah. His mention
was made in the Most Holy Court and a Most Glorious Tablet
was sent down from the heaven of grace in answer to his pe-
tition. God willing, may he receive his full portion from the
bounties of these days. This servant beseecheth God to grant
him success, for it would be regrettable if one such as he should
remain deprived of the outpourings of the All-Bountiful Lord
in this day. Verily our Lord is the Forgiving, the Merciful,
and He is the Compassionate, the Generous. Concerning what
thou didst write about Aqa Musa, one of the Children of Israel,
upon him be the glory of God, after it was presented before
Him from Whose knowledge nothing is hidden, these exalted
words were revealed from the heaven of loving kindness, the
Revealer of verses. He - exalted and sanctified be He - saith:

7 O Moses! There is no harm in your sojourn in Sultan-Abad. In

outward affairs hold fast to consultation, then, trusting in God,
occupy thyself therein. We beseech God to adorn all His loved
ones with the ornament of trustworthiness, piety and chastity.
Verily He is the Almighty, the Unconstrained. It behooveth
the people of Baha to admonish mankind through their goodly
character and praiseworthy deeds. We make mention of those
who have believed in God in this Revelation wherein the veils
have been rent asunder and the signs have appeared. Blessed
is he who hath turned with his heart, set his face, hearkened
with his ear, witnessed with his eye, and taken hold of the
Book of God with the power bestowed by Him and the might
conferred by His presence. O Moses! Under all conditions hold
fast unto God and place thy trust in Him. We have enjoined
wisdom upon all. Blessed is he who hath clung to its hem by
the command of God, the Lord of all worlds. We counsel thee
to observe justice and equity in all matters. These two are the
guides of souls and the guardians of existence from God, the
Possessor of the seen and unseen.

Blessed are My loved ones in the land of Ha and Mim. We have
mentioned those who believed there aforetime with a mention
that cannot be equalled by all the gold of the world nor the
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treasures of the nations. Verily thy Lord is the Helper at all
times. There is none other God but Him, the True, the Certain.

Rukni dwelleth in that land of H.M. We beseech God to aid
him through the means of heaven and earth and enable him to
achieve that which will perpetuate his remembrance. Verily We
have mentioned his name and the names of My loved ones out
of wisdom from Us, and We beseech the Most High to protect
them from the evil of the oppressors, the cawing of the ravens,
the allusions of the wayward, and the doubts of the deniers.
He is the Single, the One, the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.

We make mention of Mihdi and give him the glad-tidings of My
remembrance of him. We beseech God to open before his face
and the faces of My loved ones the gates of blessing, bounty,
glory, wealth and loftiness. He is the Lord of mankind, the
Lord of the hereafter and of the former days.

We make mention of him who is named Rahim and he who is
named ‘Ashur. We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to
ordain for them and for His loved ones that which will solace
their eyes and gladden their hearts. He is the Helper of those
who draw nigh and are sincere. O Shaykh! Upon thee be My
glory and My loving-kindness. In truth, the Most Clear Book
hath been specially revealed for thee in these days, and all the
names mentioned have been rendered successful through the
waves of the ocean of utterance. Say: O friends! Ye must be
enkindled with the fire of the love of God and illumined with
the light of His knowledge. Soon will the call “The departure!
The departure!” be raised from every house. Strive ye, that
haply ye may attain unto that which will endure and abide
through the name of the Desired One of all worlds. Ye dwell
in your homes while the Lord of the House is imprisoned. He
doth witness and see, and He is the Mighty, the All-Seeing.

A hundred thousand praises and glorifications to the Desired
One Who, despite the multitude of tribulations and imprison-
ment in the fortress of ‘Akka, His sacred tongue is occupied
with the mention of His loved ones. The trials of the world and
the oppression of the nations have not prevented the Lord of
existence from His bounty. At all times the waves of the ocean
of His grace are manifest and the effulgences of the sun of His
generosity are evident. All the loved ones, whether in that
land or in other regions, are, praise be to God, remembered
and are recipients of His favors. This servant is holding fast to
the cord of His bounties and beseecheth for all that which will
cause the world of existence to be filled with joy and delight.
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Furthermore, His honor the Name of God, Jamal, upon him be
all the most glorious of the most glorious Baha, hath repeatedly
made mention of that spiritual friend. This servant beseecheth
God, exalted be His glory, to aid thee to serve His Cause in
such wise that all tongues may make mention.

Regarding the honored Leaf, upon her be the Glory of God,
who resides in that land - after being presented at the Most
Holy and Most Exalted Court, these sublime words shone
forth from the Dawning-Place of the All-Merciful’s utterance -
blessed and exalted be His Word:

5 “O Leaf! God willing, may you be blessed with divine favors

and be ever-gazing toward the Supreme Horizon. We beseech
Him, exalted be He, to ordain for you and those with you the
good of both this world and the next, and to give you to drink,
under all conditions, from the chalice of steadfastness. Verily,
He is the Omnipotent over all things, and He is the Single, the
One, the Compassionate, the Generous.”

i Her petition reached the dwellers of the Pavilion of Infallibility.

They graciously penned a reply which was sent. O beloved of
my heart! Despite the countless letters arriving from every
direction requiring responses, praise be to God, replies to your
letters were sent successively, and all souls mentioned therein
were blessed with the waves of the ocean of the All-Merciful’s
favors. God willing, may they be assisted to achieve that which
befits His days. Verily, He is the Hearer, the Answerer. Glory,
remembrance and praise be upon you and upon those who
have attained the sealed nectar and acted according to what
they were commanded in the Book of God, the Protector, the
Self-Subsisting.
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To: Haji Ali Askar Milani et al.
Date: 1306-07-04 [1889-Mar-6]

He dawneth above the horizon of the heaven of proof!

O loved ones of the Most Merciful in Milan! Hearken unto the
call of the Wronged One. He hath turned towards you from
the prison precincts and desireth to remind you of the verses
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of God, the Lord of the mighty throne. They draw you nigh
unto Him, open before your faces the gates of attainment, and
give you to drink of the Kawthar of immortality from the hand
of bounty. He, verily, is the Compassionate, the Generous.

There hath befallen Us in prison that which hath caused the
hearts of them that are nigh unto God to melt. The people
have turned away from the Countenance and followed the de-
sires of them that have disbelieved in the Day of Judgment. O
people of God! We counsel you with that wherewith God hath
counseled His servants: Associate not with God, the Lord of
all the worlds. Cast aside the dawning-places of idle fancies,
clinging fast to the cord of certitude. Thus have We counseled
Our loved ones aforetime and in this perspicuous Tablet.

Beware lest the happenings of the world and what hath ap-
peared from the nations sadden you. Trust ye in God under
all conditions, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. He is with you,
heareth your call and seeth your deeds. He is the One Whom
the oppression of them that have associated partners with God
hath not hindered, nor the clamor of every remote ignorant
one.

Adorn your temples with the ornament of godliness and your
hearts with the light that hath shone forth and gleamed from
the horizon of the heaven of My Most Exalted Pen, which hath
sent down every clear Book. Beware lest ye exchange nearness
for remoteness and acceptance for rejection. We desire to be-
hold you possessed of such steadfastness as would cause the
hearts of the people to tremble and the feet of the ungodly to
slip.

; Blessed is he who hath arisen to serve the Cause and hath aided

God through wisdom and utterance. He is of the sincere ones
in My Mighty Book. The Most Great Ocean hath manifested
the pearls of proof by the command of the Most Merciful, yet
most of the people are heedless. Eyes have not attained their
radiance, nor have ears heard My Call which hath been raised
in truth, save those who have cast away the dawning-places
of hatred and taken what they were bidden by God in this
wondrous Day.

O people! The Self-Subsisting hath come, and by His command
the Salsabil hath flowed. Blessed is he who hath advanced, has-
tened, and drunk therefrom. Woe unto them that have turned
away, who have violated My Covenant and My Testament, and
have cast behind their backs My mighty Announcement which
was mentioned in the Qur’an and, before it, in the Books of
God, the Mighty, the Powerful. Beware lest the veils of glory
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prevent you from drawing nigh unto God, the One, the All-
Informed.

O My Most Exalted Pen! Let not the clamor of the hypocrites
prevent thee from thy most sweet trill, and let not the condi-
tions of tyranny and error veil thee from this glorious, mighty
station whereon the Most Great Throne hath been established
and whereon the Wronged One hath sat with a power that
hath conquered all things and a might that hath subdued all
who are in the heavens and on earth.

O friends of the All-Merciful in Milan! Ye are they who have
turned unto His Countenance on a day when the people of error
turned away from the Self-Subsisting, rejected His signs, and
disputed His sovereignty, until they pronounced sentence upon
the shedding of His blood. Thus did their souls deceive them.
They are, verily, numbered with the idolaters in the sight of
God, the Lord of the exalted Throne. Rejoice, O My friends,
in My Name, and drink the choice wine of utterance from the
chalice of My bounty, in defiance of those who have broken My
Covenant and My Testament, and have committed that which
hath caused the dwellers of Paradise to lament. Thus hath the
decree been fulfilled, and most of the people are among the
lost.

We have commanded you before, and after, and in this Tablet,
with that which shall elevate you and profit you in all the
worlds of your Lord, the Forgiving, the Merciful. We beseech
God to assist you with the hosts of divine care and favor, and
to enable you to that which shall cause His traces to spread
throughout the East and West of the earth. He, verily, is the
Hearer, the Answerer.

Grieve not over what hath befallen you in My path. We have
borne afflictions and trials for the reformation of the world and
the salvation of the nations. Blessed is he who hath heard, and
woe unto every heedless doubter. Thus hath the Most Exalted
Pen spoken when the Wronged One was speaking that which
draweth the servants nigh unto the Mighty, the All-Knowing.
We have counseled you in the Tablets and in My Books and
Scrolls, wherein every word calleth you to the most exalted sta-
tion. This is a day whereon the doors of mercy and utterance
have been opened unto all who dwell within the realm of possi-
bility. Hasten, O people of the earth, and be not of them that
tarry. Ye were not created for yourselves, but for the service
of the Cause of God, the Lord of the worlds. Blessed is the
face that hath turned toward the lights of the Countenance,
and the poor one who hath attained the ocean of wealth, and
the seeker who hath attained unto his Goal on this Day which
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God hath adorned with His mention in the Books of them that
are nigh unto Him.

2 O Pen! Make mention of him who hath attained thy presence,

who hath been named ‘Ali-‘Askar in the Book of God, the
Mighty, the All-Praised. We beseech God to make him a ser-
vant of His Cause and one who speaketh His praise with the
wisdom wherewith We have commanded Our loved ones in My
Great Tablet.

O Alif and Ha! Upon thee be the Glory of God, the Lord
of Names. Thou and thy children and those with thee have
been mentioned from the earliest days. We beseech God to
write down for thee the reward of those who have attained His
presence time and again. We make mention of thee at this
moment and behold thee before the Throne. Give thanks unto
thy Lord for this testimony which hath flowed from My Most
Exalted Pen in this exalted station.

We make mention of the handmaidens of God in that place and
give them glad tidings of His grace and bounty. We beseech
God to confirm them in steadfastness and to give them to drink
of His hallowed wine which floweth by His firm and binding
command.

O people of Milan! Upon you be the Glory of God and His
mercy, then the grace of God and His bounty. Verily, He is with
you and heareth that which proceedeth from your mouths, and
He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. When the choice wine
of verses hath taken hold of you and the breezes of revelation
have attracted you, say:

O our God! Thou seest us turning unto Thee, holding fast unto
the cord of Thy grace and favor, standing firm in the service
of Thy Cause, and awaiting the wonders of Thy bounty and
grace. We beseech Thee, by those who hastened to the place of
sacrifice in their longing to meet Thee and behold Thy beauty,
and who gave up their spirits for Thy name and love, to ordain
for us that which shall draw us nigh unto Thee and enable us
to perform the deeds wherewith Thou hast commanded us in
Thy Book. O Lord! We are Thy servants and in Thy grasp,
and we have turned unto the horizon of Thy grace and the
ocean of Thy bounty. We beseech Thee not to deprive us of
that which Thou hast ordained in Thy Book. Verily, Thou art
the Almighty, Whom the pharaohs of the earth and its wolves
cannot frustrate. Thy sovereignty hath prevailed, Thy Cause
hath appeared, and Thy verses have been sent down. Verily,
Thou art the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

7 In the Persian tongue We make mention: O ‘Ali-Qabl-i-‘Askar!

Upon thee be the Glory of God, the Lord of the Throne.
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Blessed art thou for having turned thyself unto the Wronged
One whilst He was in His Most Great Prison. The Most
Exalted Pen beareth witness to thy presence, thy hearkening,
and thy turning unto God, glorified be His majesty. Convey
unto the loved ones in that land the greetings of the Wronged
One. All must partake each day of the choice wine of the
utterance of the Desired One of the worlds. This choice wine
in one station representeth the verses of God, glorified be His
majesty, in another station His remembrance and praise, and
in yet another His bounty and grace. This choice wine in one
station is the cause of the life of the world, and in another
the cause of the preservation of the peoples. Whoso drinketh
thereof attaineth unto the most great steadfastness in this
Cause whereby the hearts of all men have been shaken, save
whom God, the Lord of this exalted station, willeth. Praise
be to God that all the men and women of that land have
attained unto the mention of God, and in this most holy and
radiant Day the mention of all hath flowed from the Tongue
of Grandeur. Say: Rejoice, then render thanks unto your

Lord for this great bounty. Know ye the value of these days.

The call is raised at all times, the Kingdom of Utterance
speaketh forth, the river of mercy floweth from the Most
Exalted Pen, and the Salsabil of generosity is manifest. The
chalices of prosperity are visible and evident - seize them in
His Name and drink thereof in His remembrance. The mercy
that shineth forth and appeareth from the waves of the ocean
of My bounty be upon My loved ones and My handmaidens
who have submitted to the command of God, the Lord of the
Day of Judgment. Praise be to God, for He is the Goal of
them that know.
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To: Muhammad Ali Khan, in Barfurush
Date: 1306-07-04 [1889-Mar-6]

In My Name, through which the fragrance of the All-Merciful
has wafted throughout creation!

This is a Day wherein the Herald has proclaimed before the
faces of all people: “The Kingdom belongs to God, the Lord
of all worlds!” The Most Great Ocean has appeared and We
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have brought forth the pearls of wisdom and utterance that
were hidden and treasured within its shells, through a com-
mand from God, the Mighty, the All-Wise. The Promise has
come and the Promised One has appeared before the faces of
princes and divines, speaking that which God, the Powerful,
the Almighty, has commanded Him - such that neither the
might of the world weakened Him nor the power of kings and
rulers prevented Him. We have sent down the verses and man-
ifested clear proofs for the guidance of humanity, as attested
by the Clear Book in His possession.

While walking in the prison and swimming in the ocean of
utterance, We have turned toward you and remembered you
with that which shall never perish, through the everlasting
dominion of your Lord, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.

When you attain unto My Tablet and find the fragrance of
your Lord’s verses, say: “My God, my God! My outer and
inner tongue, my limbs and members, my veins and the very
hairs of my body bear witness to Your unity and oneness, and
that You are the First and the Last, the Manifest and the
Hidden. O my Lord! I beseech You by the fragrances of Your
revelation to ordain for me that which will cause me to turn
toward the lights of Your countenance, to speak in praise of
Your Self, to hearken unto the traces of Your Most Exalted
Pen and Your sweetest call, and to arise to serve Your Cause,
O Lord of all humanity. O my Lord! You see the weak one
clinging to the cord of Your strength, and the poor one seeking
the door of Your riches. I beseech You not to disappoint him in
what he seeks from the ocean of Your bounty and the heaven
of Your generosity. Verily You are the All-Bountiful, the Most
Generous. There is no God but You, the Mighty, the Great.”
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To: Mirza Muhammad Khan, in Sultanabad
Date: 1306-07-04 [1889-Mar-6]

In the Name of Him Who overshadoweth all that are on earth
and in heaven!
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2 A remembrance from the Wronged One to him who hath be-
lieved in God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting, that the fra-
grances of remembrance and utterance may draw him to the
horizon of the revelation of his Lord, the All-Merciful - the sta-
tion wherein the atoms themselves proclaim: “The Kingdom
belongeth unto God, the Lord of the seen and the unseen!”

Thy name was present before the Prisoner in His Most Great
Prison. We have remembered thee with that which the re-
membrances of all nations cannot equal. Verily thy Lord is
He Who, through His word “Be!”, hath power over whatsoever
He willeth. We have made manifest the Way and have sent
down from the heaven of grace that whereby hearts are illu-
mined and eyes are gladdened. Blessed is he who hath drunk
the choice wine of revelation from the cup of the bounty of his
Lord and hath attained unto such steadfastness as the hosts of
them that have denied God, the Almighty, the Best-Beloved,
could not prevent.

When thou hast attained unto My verses and found the fra-
grance of utterance from My garment, say: “My God, my God!
Praise be to Thee for having remembered me from the direc-
tion of Thy prison and for having sent down unto me that
wherefrom the near ones perceive the fragrance of Thy bounty.
I beseech Thee by the ocean of Thy grace and by that which
lieth concealed therein of the pearls of Thy knowledge and
wisdom, to ordain for me through Thy Most Exalted Pen that
which shall be a healing for ailments and an antidote for bodily
weakness.

5 O my Lord! Thou beholdest me turning toward Thee and ac-
knowledging Thy oneness and Thy singleness. I beseech Thee
to make me a servant of Thy remembrance amongst Thy ser-
vants and a standard of Thy Name in Thy lands. Thou art
He to Whose power and might all created things have testi-
fied, and to Whose grandeur and sovereignty all things possible
have borne witness. There is none other God but Thee, the
All-Bountiful, the All-Generous.”

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

U GBI ghs 46 @l plall o) 4

iVl a G Ol sl Sl am 6
S 8 S dsls Y L ST
bl Bl 0,58 o8 Ao sl Lo Jo il
b Oy b Jadl e e WS, )
G A A ask Ol 4 <5 <5l
b Bl 36 5 4, slae K o )
oAl yaeal) AL 18T Gl s Liae

5534

o O Sl Sy 5 GLL o 1
o FS k(SO A B e
On A en st b 3 eyl St
S by Sz Sl Sile O e
ydv&ﬂ.&:&;&zﬁy@
Bl s 5 02,5 1l 0K L e K

sl VI Cand

Ko b fne SI s G315 Sy sl
S bl e ol Kot gls 5
SIS b SV Uy Sl o
Sy Spa OB ud gl
VA Sl Sraling S

£ 501 JUad

INBA23:006

108


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v023/?page=21

ot

Vol. 89: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1306 A.H. (1888-1889) part II BH05289

BHO05289

To: Rida Khan
Date: 1306-07-04 [1889-Mar-6]

He is the Counsellor, the All-Knowing!

The Wronged One makes mention of thee for the sake of God
and remembers thee with His verses which hold sway over all
who are in the heavens and on earth. The light hath shone forth
from the horizon of the heaven of utterance, and by it the earth
is illumined, yet the people remain behind a clear veil. This is
a Day wherein the atoms cry out with their loudest voice, yet
most of the people remain heedless.

Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One: Raise thy hand
and with it rend asunder the veils of idle fancy in the name of
thy Lord, the Self-Subsisting, that thou mayest behold what
was hidden from all eyes and concealed in the knowledge of

God, the Lord of all worlds.

When the rustling of the Divine Lote-Tree attracts thee and
the choice wine of My Most Glorious Name takes hold of thee,
say: My God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having guided
me, and thanksgiving be unto Thee for having honored me,
and gratitude be unto Thee for having strengthened me on a
Day wherein the people of Thy realm have turned away from
Thee. I beseech Thee, O Lord of the worlds, by Thy Most Great
Name, to make me one of those who have turned towards Thee
and hastened until they took the Kawthar of eternity from the
hand of Thy bounty and drank in Thy name amongst Thy
servants.

O my Lord! T am Thy servant and the son of Thy servant.
I have turned toward the horizon of Thy Manifestation, the
Dawning-Place of Thy verses and the Dayspring of Thy com-
mandments and ordinances. I beseech Thee not to disappoint
me of that which Thou hast ordained for such of Thy servants
as are detached. Verily Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Most
Generous. There is no God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.
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To: Asad Hi Kaf
Date: 1306-07-04 [1889-Mar-6]

O Asad, upon him be the Glory of God! He is established upon
the Throne of Utterance.

Glory be unto Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Most
Great Name, Glory be unto Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee
by Thy Most Ancient Name, Glory be unto Thee, O my God! I
beseech Thee by Thy Most Mighty Name and by Thy Most Per-
fect and Most Generous Name, to inscribe me with Thy Most
Exalted Pen in the Crimson Book among those who have aided
Thy Cause, who have bowed down before Thy Manifestation,
and who have acted according to what they were commanded
in Thy Book. O my Lord! Thou seest me clinging to Thee and
to the cord of Thy bounty. I beseech Thee not to disappoint
me of that which is with Thee. Verily Thou art He through
Whose generosity all created things have testified, and through
Whose munificence all beings have borne witness. Strengthen,
O my God, my limbs and my heart and my tongue for Thy ser-
vice and Thy love and Thy praise. By Thy might, O Beloved of
the world and Desire of the nations! My tongue profiteth me
not unless it speaketh Thy remembrance, nor mine ear unless
it hearkeneth to the melody of Thy Pen and the rustling of Thy
Divine Lote-Tree, nor mine eye unless it be honored to witness
Thy signs whereby were attracted the hearts of those of Thy
servants who are nigh unto Thee and the sincere ones among
Thy creation. There is no God but Thee, the Omnipotent, the
Guardian, the Self-Subsisting.
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Date: 1306-07-1/ [1889-Mar-16]

He is God, exalted is He!

O spiritual beloved, that is, the sacred pillar of words and
meanings, Aqa Husayn Aqa, upon him be 966 [the Glory of
God] the Most Glorious!
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Praise be to God that thou hast attained, and continuest to
attain, to that which beseemeth His near and sincere servants,
for thou art possessed of a noble character and an exalted
station, and art nourished by food that hath not altered its
taste. Blessed be ye and those who have attained to what ye
have attained and are sustained as ye are sustained. And praise
be to Him Who hath bestowed upon you and us the blessing
of unity and guided us to His straight path.

Furthermore, should that beloved one send anything to the
region of Syria, convey on behalf of this servant greetings,
praise, remembrance and glory to my true brother and spir-
itual beloved, Aqga Muhammad-Rida, upon him be 966 [the
Glory of God], and give him the glad-tidings of the Lord’s
grace and favors. Praise be to God, mention is made of them,
and their place and station in the Pillar and Station are evi-
dent and manifest. They have not been and are not absent for
a moment, for from the right side of the heart, a firm place
hath been assigned and established for them, and before the
eye is their manifest station. How then could they vanish from
sight?

Moreover, the vine-cuttings and trees sent by them, both be-
fore and after, did arrive; yet, by reason of the abundance of
the rains and the vehemence of the winds, they were consigned
underground in trust, until within these past two or three days
they have been brought forth, and the planting and sowing
thereof commenced. In the name of the true Planter and the
true Husbandman, and on their behalf, they have been and are
being planted. This year the severity of the rains hath disor-
dered the arrangement and work of planting the trees. Such
is the decree of our Lord, the Mighty, the All-Knowing. For
example, the olive trees were cut off from their place for two
months, and it was not possible to set them in the ground, for
the soil was but mud. At all events, they are now occupied
with the planting; what the favors of the true Grower and Dis-
poser shall bring to pass remaineth to be seen. In the words
of the Beloved, He may cause it to grow, or He may burn it
up: the command is in His hand and within the grasp of His
power.

It is hoped that, since they have sent these things with pure
intent, and they have been and are being planted by hands of
humility and lowliness, purely for the sake of God and in quest
of His good-pleasure, they may spring forth, yield increase,
and bear fruit, so that the brethren and the servants of the
Merciful, who have attained unto righteousness and piety, may
eat thereof and gather of its produce, while the Concourse on
high exclaim, “Joyous and wholesome be it!”
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As to the several peach saplings which they sent: outwardly it
appeareth that they reached this place dried up, even as that
beloved one observed. Yet nevertheless, since the giver be-
stowed them in the fullness of love, and the sender likewise dis-
patched them with complete affection, therefore, though they
were dry, the utmost care and the fullest endeavor were exerted
in planting them; indeed were they accounted even as verdant,
lofty, and flourishing trees, inasmuch as the donor gave with
exalted resolve and acted in accordance with the blessed verse,
“They prefer others before themselves.” May God enable him
to do that which He loveth and is well pleased with.

And as to what hath been written concerning the varieties
thereof—namely, that in that city there are four kinds, two
with sweet pits and the latter two with bitter pits, and likewise
the smaller and the larger of the two sorts—it hath not been,
nor is it, of great consequence whether the kernel be sweet or
bitter: the peach itself must be good. Jinab-i-Aga Muhammad-
Rida—upon him be the peace of God—hath expressed a desire
for the peaches of Qumsar. Should those kinds be found, there
is no harm in the bitterness of the kernel. The species and
variety must be excellent, sweet in savor, fragrant in scent,
and full of juice. If, together with these qualities, the kernel
also be sweet, that were beauty upon beauty and light upon
light.

This servant felt deep regret concerning the trees that were
sent, for the donor gave whatsoever he had in his garden, with
his gaze fixed upon love and affection; but the long distance
of that land, and the violent, tempestuous east winds upon
the way, dried them utterly, to such a degree that the very
root-stock was drained of all moisture. Thereafter, the matter
of that stock resteth with God, glorified be His majesty. He
Who hath given life, and giveth life, unto mouldering bones is
assuredly able to quicken it. Yet, if at the season of grafting—
that is, of budding—it be possible, let them send scions thereof;
perhaps here they may be grafted upon an apricot tree or some
other stock. Likewise, if an excellent almond-apricot should be
obtainable, it would be well.

All things hang upon the will and desire of the true Disposer
and Creator. Whatsoever He willeth, the means thereof are
and shall be made ready. Jinab-i-Agqa Muhammad-Rida him-
self hath also written that, at the time when the fruits appear
and come forth, whatever fruit proveth good, choice, and reck-
oned among the pure and wholesome things, he will send inso-
far as may be possible. This too dependeth upon the will of
God.
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In brief, let these matters be written unto him, or else let this
very sheet be sent to him. Perchance this servant also may
hereafter be enabled to submit a reply. Verily, God is the
Helper, the Sustainer, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Peace
be upon you, and upon him, and upon the righteous servants

of God.
The servant 14 Rajab 1306
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To: Mirza Sulayman from Jewish Background
Date: 1306-07-15 [1889-Mar-17]
He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. el @L:“H 5

O Sulayman! Upon thee be the Glory of thy Lord, the All-
Merciful. In truth I say, inform and apprise the people. The
people of Baha in this day are those whom neither the tales
of the first and the last, nor worldly affairs, nor the books
of nations have withheld or can withhold from the Great An-
nouncement of God. This sealed nectar hath not been and is
not the portion of those who dwell in fancy and idle imaginings.
The wine of certitude hath been and is reserved for those who
are sincere and detached. Whosoever in this day is born of the
Word and attaineth unto the new life - he is worthy of this
station, and all others are forbidden and deprived. This is a
testimony that hath in this hour flowed from the Most Exalted
Pen.

Say: O people of the earth! Withhold not yourselves from a sin-
gle drop of the Most Great Ocean, and deprive not yourselves
of a leaf from the Divine Tree.

O Sulayman! Verily I say! No one hath apprehended the root
of this Cause. It is incumbent upon everyone, in this day, to
perceive with the eye of God, and to hearken with His ear.
Whoso beholdeth Me with an eye besides Mine own will never
be able to know Me. None among the Manifestations of old, ex-
cept to a prescribed degree, hath ever completely apprehended
the nature of this Revelation. Today the All-Encompassing
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Ocean is manifest and the Sun of Truth is shining. Blessed
art thou and blessed is he who hath shattered the idols of vain
imaginings with the power of certitude, who hath detached
himself from all else save God, the Lord of the worlds, who
hath adorned his head with the crown of detachment and his
temple with the ornament of steadfastness, and his heart with
the light of the knowledge of God, the Lord of the exalted
Throne.

Thy letter hath come before the Wronged One, sent by him

who was named Zaynu’l-Mugqarrabin in the Crimson Book.

From My Most Exalted Pen I have answered thee with that
which hath made the limbs of the divines of Persia to quake
- they who have taken their vain imaginings as lords besides
God and pronounced judgment against Him through Whom

the sun hath shone forth and the horizons have been illumined.

Thus have their souls enticed them. They are indeed of the
perfidious in the sight of God, the Lord of the Day of Mutual
Meeting.

O Sulayman! Dedicate thy days to the service of God. Verily,
We have been with thee and have heard thy mention of this
Most Great Cause and the Great Announcement. Rejoice in
the testimony of My Most Exalted Pen concerning thee and
say: Praise be to Thee, O Lord of the worlds, and glory be
to Thee, O Thou the Goal of the hearts of them that are nigh
unto Thee! I beseech Thee to make me steadfast in Thy love in
such wise that neither the clamor of the people nor the might
of the aggressive ones may keep me back from Thee. O Lord!
I am Thy servant and the son of Thy handmaiden. I have
turned unto Thee, detached from all else but Thee. I beseech
Thee by the Hour and its signs, and by the Resurrection and
what hath appeared therein, to ordain for me the recompense
of one who hath sought Thy presence, appeared before the gate
of Thy grandeur, heard Thy call, and found the fragrance of
Thy verses, the breezes of Thy revelation and the sweet-scented
winds of Thine inspiration. Then ordain for me through Thy
bounty and grace the good of all Thy worlds. O Lord! Assist
me with the hosts of wisdom and utterance that I may mention
Thy servants and bring them nigh unto Thee. Verily Thou art
the Mighty One Whom the affairs of the world and what the
nations possess cannot frustrate. There is no God but Thee,
the Powerful, the All-Compelling, the Almighty.

ADJ.077x, GPB.099x, PDC.008x

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

a5 i) aam plas Y ol 87 L
JEL aely 2 s AW N S L
ol Bl Gk Aa sl

[ OARED RS IR

éw«&w)\}r};‘m\g.\i&l’{p.\é
eV (B e el Raomdll 3 Al
B 055 o W) oY plas 1530 1l
Sl s el 53 4 ) e 1580
ot o VI ) b e SO BV

Gl ey Sl il e Gl ol

B UL ) Beds by |y cl) Ol b
1y laeW1 Y1 s S5 L S
J s o 3 JeW) I asly 3l i
syt b T2 S W Qe b i) K
Je Lois gad 0 (Sl o 300 505
Vool o @ Vo S
Kaal ) 5 S bl Oyl patiall 3l
Sl Sags o o e K1 SERE
OL L b Loy Wldl , bl ), aellll
G a5 Salie ddd o 2l LSS
Sy s SN ey Saalie O
Salbl Olo gy Koy Ol 5 SO
bl 8 e oS s Shp 48 4
O 5 AL st Gl o) ! Sl
skl o SOV S 315 Sl $3Y
e by WISt S Y (sl

S8l IR el N Y

BLIB_ Or15703.133

114

ot


http://www.bahai.org/r/185678279
http://www.bahai.org/r/756163672
http://www.bahai.org/r/228297697

Vol. 89: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1306 A.H. (1888-1889) part II BH03734
BHO03734

To: Ibrahim from Jewish Background et al.

Date: 1306-07-15 [1889-Mar-17]

He is the Expounder, the All-Knowing ﬁu\ L;\J.\ »

O Ibrahim! Great is this Day and great is the Cause. Until
the ears of the people of the world are sanctified from hear-
ing the tales of the past and what is with the nations, they
have not been and will never be capable of hearing this Call
which is raised from the most exalted horizon. By My life and
My Cause, whose very essence is His Cause - until they free
themselves from the gulf of names, they will not attain to the
ocean of inner meaning. This is the truth, in which there is
no doubt. We beseech God to confirm thee, that thou mayest
ascend by the steps of inner realities to the spiritual heights.
I swear by the effulgences of the lights of the Sun of Truth,
which are manifest and evident from the horizon of the Cause,
that this Wronged One hath had and hath no purpose except
the reformation of the world and the edification of the nations.
All the loved ones must hold fast to this command. Today the
people of divine unity are tormented and afflicted among the
ungodly. We beseech God to confirm and deliver the believ-
ers. Thy letter hath now arrived and was honored to be heard
and blessed with grace. Know thou this most exalted station,
then make mention of God, the Lord of Names and Creator of
heaven, and say:

My God, my God! Aid Thy servant to make mention of Thee
and to praise Thee, then make him steadfast in Thy Cause and
firm in Thy love. Verily Thou art powerful over whatsoever
Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee, the All-
Bountiful, the Generous.

We desired to make mention of him who was named ‘Askar,
that he might rejoice in what the Supreme Pen hath revealed
unto him - that which God hath made the source of life for all
who are in the heavens and on earth. O ‘Askar! Give thanks
unto thy Lord for having been mentioned in the presence of
the Wronged One when He was in the hands of the aggressive
ones. Be thou steadfast in the Cause, holding fast to the cord
of God, the Strong. We beseech God to ordain for thee, as the
reward of thy recognition, that which shall endure as long as
His names and attributes endure. Verily He is the Forgiving,
the Merciful.
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To: Haji Muhammad Ali son of Ammih from Kashan

Date: 1306-07-15 [1889-Mar-17]

He is the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful! ﬂﬂ‘ sl 1

O Muhammad-‘Ali! We have heard your call and your remem-
brance, and witnessed your turning and devotion to God, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Reflect and recall those days when
you were present before the Face and heard the call of God,
the King, the Powerful, the Just, the Wise. Forget not God’s
favor upon you. Verily, He is with you in all conditions - He
heareth and seeth, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.
Grieve not over anything; in all matters place your trust in
God, the Lord of all worlds.

3 Convey my greetings to your mother who hath ascended and
soared until she arrived at the pavilions of light - that station
wherein the Interlocutor of the Mount spoke forth from the
throne of revelation that there is none other God but Him,
the Single, the All-Informed. And convey my greetings to your
sister who melted in separation, yearning to attain the presence
of God, the Master of the Day of Judgment.

We make mention of your brothers and those whom neither
the oppression of the oppressors nor the clamor of the heedless
prevented from drawing near unto God, the Lord of this exalted
station. We beseech God to assist you to be steadfast and to
open before your faces the gates of grace and mercy. Verily, He
is the Powerful over what He willeth, and He is the Protector
of all who are in the heavens and on earth. Praise be to God,
the Lord of all worlds.
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BHO06414

To: Haji Muhammad Husayn Tabib, in Baghdad
Date: 1306-07-15 [1889-Mar-17]

My God, my God! Aid Thy servants to remain steadfast in
Thy Cause, and guide those who have turned away to turn
towards Thee. Then grant Thy loved ones to drink from the
cup of Thy bounty from the hand of Thy giving. Verily Thou
art the All-Bountiful, the Generous....

Glory be unto Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by the Light
wherewith Thou didst illumine the Hijaz, and by Thy Com-
mand whereby the vale of Mecca did flow, and by His family
and companions whom Thou didst make the repositories of
Thy knowledge, the treasuries of Thy wealth and the pearls
of Thy unity, to aid Thy servants in that which Thou hast
commanded them in Thy Book. O my Lord! Strengthen Thy
monotheist servants through Thy might and power, transform
their abasement into glory and their ignorance into knowledge,
then send down upon them from the heaven of Thy bounty the
rain of Thy mercy and generosity. Verily Thou art the Pow-
erful, the Mighty. O my Lord! Aid Thy loved ones to remain
steadfast in Thy Cause and ordain for them from the wonders
of Thy bounty that which will draw them nigh unto Thee. Ver-
ily Thou art the Confirmer, the Strong, the Triumphant, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise....
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To: Haji Mirza Abul-qasim Nazir (Jinab-i-Nazir), in Istanbul
Date: 1306-07-18 [1889-Mar-20]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Grandeur and the Power!

At every moment doth the Herald of Truth, glorified be His
majesty, summon the servants and command them to that
which exalteth them, raiseth them up, and profiteth them.
From the sweetness of His call is the world of utterance en-
thralled, and from every deed among the deeds are the means
of preservation in their completeness made manifest. What-
soever hath appeared or shall appear from the realm of the
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will of the Sovereign of Divine Purpose is for the purpose that
man might attain unto that which the All-Merciful hath re-
vealed in the Furqan. His word, blessed and exalted be He,
is: “The All-Merciful hath taught the Qur’an, created man,
taught him clear expression.” By the Sun of Truth! The oceans
of knowledge and understanding lie concealed in this most ex-
alted Word. Glory be to God! While words may be effaced by
water in their outward form, yet the Word of God containeth
oceans of meaning that neither effacement can seize upon nor
change can affect. And likewise He saith: “Men whom nei-
ther merchandise nor selling diverteth from the remembrance
of God.” Should man attain unto the spirit of detachment and
sanctity that lieth hidden within this blessed verse, he would
behold himself freed and detached from all else but God.

O friends of God, strive! O party of God, arise! Today must
the world of ears and eyes be preserved and sanctified from be-
holding and hearing the suspicions and idle fancies of heedless
souls. Meeting with such souls is a deadly poison, and intimate
association with them is a stinging serpent. Through the grace
of God, glorified be His majesty, let not the hem of sanctity
be sullied by the calumnies of the godless. Though they may
cause certain matters to appear dubious in darkness, yet what
can they do and what remedy can they seek after the sun hath
risen at its meridian? Nay, by God! They have no remedy, for
all the mysteries and secrets of hearts shall be made manifest
and evident. The tongue of truth in the Kingdom of utterance
hath aforetime spoken this most exalted word: “Verily God
knoweth the treachery of the eyes and that which the breasts
conceal.”

In all circumstances must one take refuge in God. Who would
have thought such matters would occur in that land? On the
first day when it was arranged that the beloved of the heart,
the honored Haji Shaykh, and his esteemed brother, the hon-
ored Aga Muhammad-‘Ali, upon them both be the peace of
God, would engage in commerce in that city, it was thought
that this commerce would be a means for the manifestation
of trustworthiness and religiosity among the servants.
ever, it yielded the opposite result, and there occurred what
occurred.

How-

O my God, my God! The sweetness of Thy remembrance de-
parteth not from the soul. Bestow upon the people of the world
but one drop from that ocean of longing, yearning, attraction
and enkindlement that Thou hast bestowed upon Thy lovers,
that discord may be wholly removed and the light of concord
may shine forth. O my God! What transgression hath poor
Nur committed that he should receive its recompense? At
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present he is behind veils of darkness - when, through Thy
grace, shall he emerge from behind them and show himself
to all the world? This servant hath ever raised the hands of
hope and desire toward the heaven of Thy bounty, and he be-
seecheth of Thee that which would bring ease and tranquility
to Thy creation. O God! Guide the souls that oppose, and
make the heedless aware. Thou art the Lord of existence and
the Sovereign of the seen and the unseen. There is none other
God but Thee, the Mighty, the All-Loving.

After greetings, the successive letters from that beloved of the
heart arrived, and after their reading and perusal, were taken
to the Holy Presence and attained the honor of being heard.
This is what the Lord - may our spirits be sacrificed for Him -
spoke:

“We desired to send thee the fresh dates of utterance from
the palm tree of God’s loving-kindness, the Lord of all worlds,
and We desired to present unto thee the fruits of wisdom and
knowledge from the Sacred Tree, planted by the hands of grace
and bounty in the luminous spot, as a command from God, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy.”

The manifestation of unseemly matters in that land hath
clouded the world of being. Thou and all things bear witness
to the loving counsels and goodly admonitions that have flowed
from the tongue and pen by night and by day. Nevertheless,
the Wronged One’s counsel only increased the oppressor’s
bonds. O thou who gazest upon the Face! Certain souls have
committed that which hath caused the heart of the world to
be troubled and its eyes to weep. After countless claims, it was
observed that one made peace with the enemy and assailed
the friend, and the Name ‘the Concealer’ concealed and did
We ask and beseech God not to deprive His
servants of the waves of the ocean of trustworthiness, religion,
truthfulness and sincerity. All must ask of God that which is
the cause of tranquility for the people of creation. The pearls
of wisdom and utterance that were hidden in the treasury
of the Pen have been revealed in such wise that no just and
fair-minded one can deny them, and must acknowledge this
bounty and favor as unmerited.

not reveal.

O my God, my God! I beseech Thee by the movement of
Thy Pen of destiny, through whose motion all created things
were set in motion, and by Thy Will which hath preceded all
contingent beings, to make us of those who have caused their
wills to be extinguished in Thy Will, and their desires in Thy
Desire, and have chosen for themselves what Thou didst choose
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for them through Thy bounty and generosity. Verily, Thou art
the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

O thou who gazest upon the Countenance of God! Some of
the servants have imagined that the place of commerce in that
land is connected to this place, while thou knowest, and the
world knoweth, and God knoweth that it hath had and hath
no connection whatsoever with this place. The purpose was to
establish a place both for commerce and for the exaltation of
the Word. Another person was specifically appointed so that,
trusting in God, he would not be without work and occupation.
His lack of contentment kindled the fire of sedition, and each
day groundless discussions arose and were spread. Envy is a
world-consuming fire, and greed is a world-destroying flame. In
any case, this fire brought shame and disgrace, and the Cause’s
reputation was compromised among the servants, for most are
seeking some pretext to which they might cling and thereby
sully the pure and holy garments with their calumnies. Now
observe what was intended and what was done. The turbidity
of unseemly deeds and false words reached such a point that
the tongue of the Wronged One uttered the blessed words “I
complain of my grief and sorrow unto God,” and likewise these
other blessed words “Patience is seemly, and God is the One
Whose help is to be sought against that which they assert.”
That which the tongue seeks to shun mentioning and the pen
to avoid recording hath come to pass. In all cases one must
hold fast to the cord of grace and with outward and inward
tongue remember these words:

My God, my God! We are Thy servants and Thy creatures,
within the grasp of Thy power. I beseech Thee by Thy Name
through which Thou hast subdued cities and lands, and
through which Thou hast raised the standards of Thy unity
in all regions and the banners of Thy justice amongst Thy
servants, and by Him Whom Thou hast established in the
place of Thyself in the realm of creation and through Whom
Thou hast manifested the kingdom of attributes and names,
to make known unto us that which will preserve us from all
that beseemeth not Thy sincere servants and trusted ones
who are nigh unto Thee, and teach us that which will profit
us outwardly and inwardly and draw us closer to Thee in all

conditions. Verily, Thou art the All-Possessing, the Most High.

O Lord! Leave not the cities of hearts and minds deprived of

the splendors of the Sun of Thy justice and trustworthiness.

Verily, Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest. There
is none other God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

gd S J;)AV.L syl b wi}!
JLadl 5l el

ap ol ) gam ) I BON LI 10

L o2, OF ayld Je & slesyt rl,—
G 5 il fe s Gl 5 5 Cunxly
w2\ \EL Jay s A5 de g & il
le Sl g 12 G spale )1
ooz o8 i)l s )l ™2 <)
Celd poe Sl Jrig 5 a2l S A
L;\A;:Af (’);’.JAJ J)I:' &i}) w)l.a}\
o) o 2 @iy el Ol i3
Sk etler Ctldad meb y Gsulle
e o) o sl b ke 5 Ke b
M\JM)J&].{\A{%MGLEJL?
Naly SoE C)T{ sy 1y Lg)JTC,M.: s
eV 1y awdie o alh JU3) O g
@JA“}J}%JM&&%%JL
Gla o Jigl 5 Vs Jiel oy
G S S5l S pollan OLI 8 55,
Sle w4l o 5 gL A A1 G
Ostas o Jo Ol Al or o (55
Amr 58 S5 0L 8 ol als
deb b dle sl Sl B
bl Al Ol 5 e Sk le
515

iad 3y Sie s Sole 2 A A
Sl o 4 el Sl Sl 5,8
S G S5 Sy S 45 LA
O S 4 &gl g LV Oyl 3 S
Y le lhiz b b ol e, ol
s 5 cp 2kl (Ll 5 cpaltl Sl il
G Sz b, alll 3 Laisy L
Oy ) dlall gl o) L1
of Bz il 5 8N Flae jad Y
azl) ) S Kalel 5 Koo s ol
o S VA Y LS L e

120



Vol. 89: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1306 A.H. (1888-1889) part II

BH00294

O beloved of my heart! What can I say? The reading of that
beloved one’s letter, far from bringing joy, has added immea-
surably to the world’s sorrow - an addition beyond measure
and count. Many had imagined that in that land the door
of trustworthiness would be opened, that justice and fairness
would find there a dwelling place, and that in that great city
there would appear such deeds as would cause religion to flour-
ish and bring about the acceptance of existence. All has been
reversed to such a degree that every believer and sincere one,
out of shame and embarrassment, neither wished nor wishes to
hear anything about the affairs of that city. The case of Aqa
Muhammad-‘Ali is evident, his occupation known. He had no
involvement in any direction, yet to every soul he spoke of His
Holiness the Sheykh (69) [Baha'u’llah] that which caused as-
tonishment. Everyone who arrived in this land, he recorded
in a register. In short, he set aside all matters and focused on
that helpless one, hoping perhaps to eliminate him and have
affairs referred to himself. To those within and without he said
that which was neither fitting nor worthy. After all, what was
the cause of such enmity, and what was the reason for such
calumnies?

Nevertheless, these matters were concealed in this land, and
absolutely nothing was revealed about these subjects, not even
a word, lest it cause sorrow. Finally, matters reached a point
which that beloved one knows. However, these things occur
due to heedlessness. Had he accepted the counsel of the friends
and occupied himself with his own work and attended to his
own affairs, his commerce would now be renowned throughout
the horizons. Even now I beseech God, exalted be His glory, to
assist him and guide him to that which will cause the elevation,
exaltation, ascent and advancement of his station. In any case,
hope has not been and is not cut off, for the door of divine
grace has ever been and remains open. Verily, He is the Most
Merciful of the merciful ones and the Most Generous of the
generous ones.

As to what was written about traveling to various lands in the
path of God for the purpose of teaching the Cause, refining
souls and exalting the Word - after these matters were pre-
sented before His countenance, He said that it is very clear
and evident that matters which cause the refinement of souls
and the unity of hearts and minds take precedence with God
over other deeds. You are certainly inclined toward what was
mentioned, but what is beloved to the Wronged One today
is that arrangements be made for your relatives to establish
a dwelling place near you. This dispersion has not been and
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is not beloved. In any case, matters should be arranged such
that both the first matter and this matter are accomplished. At
present, whatever divine wisdom requires and whatever means
become available should be embraced.

And regarding the two matters mentioned by the Afnan,
upon him be God’s peace and loving-kindness, concerning
the honored Afnan, upon him be God’s grace, mercy and
loving-kindness, as well as ‘Ishqabad - both are acceptable
and should be carried out. We hope that God, exalted be His
glory, will grant complete assistance and manifest that which
will cause the spread of knowledge and wisdom. God willing,
you will be assisted. Your mention has not and will not leave
Our thoughts, and you will not be forgotten. Surely divine
assistance will reach you. Perhaps through your attention and
the efforts of some of the friends, a door may be opened for
the reformation of the world and preservation of peoples, and
all may attain to that which brings comfort and tranquility.

O thou who gazest upon His countenance! The deeds in that
land have grieved the Wronged One to such an extent that
the pen has been prevented from mention and utterance. The
intent is that the friends of this Wronged One should become
the cause of the reformation of the world and the comfort of
nations. Now nothing is evident except conflict, corruption
and discord. Nevertheless, in all cases I beseech God to grant
fellowship and manifest that which causes the elevation of exis-
tence. Now the affairs occurring in that land have become and
continue to be the subject of discussion everywhere. Reflect on
the conditions of the Wronged One - the bearing of countless
afflictions was for the preservation of stations, yet now it has
yielded the opposite result and caused waste.

Repeatedly in these days letters have arrived from the honored
Afnan Aqa Siyyid M, upon him be God’s peace and loving-
kindness, and the honored Amin, upon him be God’s grace
and bounty, but until now no reply has been sent, as conflict-
ing matters and unseemly deeds have prevented the pen from
mentioning the friends. Not for a moment was it considered
what the fruit of this discord would be and what the end of
this antagonism would be. In any case, we beseech God - and
you should beseech Him - not to deprive His servants of the
adornment of wisdom and to assist them in that which befits
the station and rank of humanity.

From this land also no good signs are observed. They have
turned their attention to every kind, yet in the prison-land no
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place can be found. Perplexity has resulted, and it is abun-
dantly clear and manifest that not all have acted according to
the Will and the exigencies of wisdom and the requirements
of the time, and the portals of commerce have been utterly
barred. Since the conclusion of certain negotiations, moreover,
there have arisen sundry discussions, and the condition of the
people of the city is likewise evident. They speak and give
utterance only to that which their own selves and idle fancies
prompt them. Justice and fairness have departed from the
world, or from tyranny and oppression have hidden in dark
From the might of the oppressors and tyranny of
pharaohs, naught remains of these two wronged ones - namely
justice and fairness - save their names. Let us see what the
Hand of Power will manifest hereafter.

corners.

However, the discord and incidents of that land have surpassed
all trials and in truth are the greatest, as We have stated be-
fore: “My calamity is not My imprisonment, nor what hath
befallen Me from Mine enemies, but from those who attribute
themselves to Me and commit that which causeth My heart to
” Your honor knows well what has transpired. Many
complaints have been written from Yazd about the commerce
of that land - nothing has resulted save shame and disgrace.
If they would now become mindful and arise to make amends,
it would still be good. He, verily, is the All-Forgiving, the
All-Bountiful.

lament.

This servant beseeches God at all times to manifest that which
was the purpose of creation. The friends in this land, despite
the difficulties and constraints that have occurred, remain pa-
tient and grateful. We beseech God to send down from the
heaven of His bounty mercy from His presence, grace from His
side, and relief from His direction. He, verily, is the Compas-
sionate, the Generous.

The repeated supplications at the beginning and mention of
farewell at the end were both read in His presence. He said:
“O servant present! The mention of separation and farewell is
most touching. Praise be to God that his tongue hath attained
to praise and his being to service. We beseech God, blessed
and exalted be He, to manifest through him that which shall
cause the greatest joy among mankind, to strengthen him with
the waves of the sea of His utterance, and to assist him with
the hosts of His favors. He, verily, hath power over all things
and is worthy of answer.”

Indeed, perfect effect hath been achieved and grace and bounty
are manifest and evident. We beseech God to manifest that
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which will cause the exaltation of His Cause and sublime sta-
tion, and not to deprive His loved ones of service, remembrance,
praise, presence and meeting. He, verily, is the All-Bountiful,
the All-Forgiving, the Merciful.

The letter from the spiritual beloved, his honor Aqa ‘Azizu’llah,
upon him be God’s peace, which that loved one sent, was re-
ceived and its answer was sent some time ago. It was decided
that the charitable funds should be spent in that same land,
and all the mentioned souls have attained to remembrance.
God willing, may all be confirmed in that which hath been
revealed in the Perspicuous Book. And regarding the trust of
his honor Haji Siyyid Nasru’llah, upon him be 66 [Baha'u’llah],
His Holiness the Name of 66 [God] J.M., upon him be God’s
peace and care, it was received and they have written and sent
it. Peace, remembrance, mercy and glory be upon your honor
and upon God’s righteous servants. And praise be to God, the
Lord of the worlds.

The servant 18 Rajab 1306
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To: Haji Muhammad Ismayn Yazdi, in Alexandria
Date: 1306-07-18 [1889-Mar-20]

He is God, exalted be His glory in greatness and power!

Praise be unto the Desired One, whose purpose hath ever been
the salvation and protection of His servants, and whose laws
and commandments have each been, in the eyes of them that
are endowed with insight, a vigilant guardian that slumbereth
not - each a mighty fortress and an impregnable stronghold.
Exalted be His favors, all-encompassing His dominion, and
manifest His grace, His mercy and His loving-kindness! And
peace and blessings be upon the Source of existence, through
whom were illumined the realms of hearts and minds and the
cities of justice, and without whom neither would the world
have come into being nor would laws and ordinances have
been established among the peoples. Through Him did the
river of mercy flow, the sweet savors of grace were wafted, and
the waters proclaimed: “He Who is the Lord of Names hath
come!” and the dust proclaimed: “The Lord of all men hath
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come!” and all things proclaimed: “The kingdom belongeth
unto God, Creator of heaven!” And peace be upon His family
and companions, through whom appeared the proof and was
made manifest the way, and through whom shone forth the
light of unity amongst kings and servants, and through whom
all things were given the glad-tidings of victory and triumph,
and the limbs of every misbeliever who turned away and denied
were made to quake.

O beloved of my heart! Thy letter, like a spiritual fragrance,
bestowed spirit and joy upon the carpet of the soul and trans-
formed the gloom of these days into gladness. Praise be to God
that the effects of thy spirit-stirring pen proclaim “verily, I am
ever in communion.” God knoweth that its appearance, its ar-
rival, its perusal, and its influence are each a perfect bounty
and an outpouring mercy, for every letter thereof is a volume
in praise and glorification of God, exalted be His glory. And
afterward, having sought audience, it was presented before the
face of the Lord, Who said: “O Muhammad, upon thee be the
peace of God!”

There hath befallen this Wronged One that which hath no end
to its sorrow and which hath prevented the pen from writing
and the tongue from speaking. Night and day have the rains
of counsel poured down unremittingly from the heaven of love,
yet no trace was seen from what was spoken nor fruit from what
was sown. How many seeds of mature wisdom were imprisoned
In that great city there were two souls, one
“M” and one “S”, each counting themselves among the people
of knowledge, faith, certitude, steadfastness and detachment.
But in the end the opposite became evident and manifest, and
they became the cause of the waste of the Cause in that city.
Some imagined that a door of bounty had been opened and
a place of justice and fairness established, the result of which
would be the manifestation of human qualities and praisewor-
thy spiritual characteristics. But that which appeared caused
the form of justice to tremble and the tears of fairness to flow.
More than this cannot be said. In any case, the true cause
and reason was a single soul. We beseech God, blessed and
exalted be He, to assist His servants in that which He loveth
and is pleased with, and to make known to them that which
harmeth and benefiteth them. Verily, He hath power over all
things and is worthy to answer.

in barren soil!

Convey My greetings to the loved ones of that land. Praise be
to God that from that company wafteth the sweet fragrance
of love and spreadeth pleasing perfumes. We beseech God to
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increase each day their unity, harmony, humility and submis-
siveness, that all may become as one soul in educating the
servants and refining the people of the land. Verily, He is the
Answerer of prayers and the Most Merciful of the merciful.

; What can this servant say? In these days a sorrow has come

to pass the like of which has never been seen. One for whom
the utmost love, favor and grace was shown, and for whom the
means of trade were arranged, has been so consumed by the
fire of jealousy that day and night he has devoted all effort
against his own brother. They see no one without whispering
evil words about his brother into their ear. In short, to the
learned and ignorant, those within and without, friends and
strangers, he has said that which has caused the servants to
withdraw and avoid. Thus order in affairs has been scattered
and total loss has become manifest. In one of the Tablets these
blessed words were revealed from the tongue of the Master:
“He made peace with the enemy and assailed the friend, and
did not manifest the name of the Concealer.” End quote.

This servant beseeches God to raise up in that city one who
will make amends for what has been lost and wasted. Glory is
in His hand and power in His mighty grasp. Verily He is the
All-Encompassing, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Regarding what you wrote about Aga ‘Ali, upon him be God’s
peace, that a portion of his money should be taken out and put
in the name of the house door - after submission they said: “We
have accepted his love and kindness, but if it reverts to himself
it would be better, since until now no profit has appeared from
the trades. Therefore it is best that it revert to him until God
brings His grace, generosity and bounty.” And likewise regard-
ing what you wrote about the funds, as commanded, whatever
way they deem advisable to act is acceptable. However they
said that now all attention must be on external affairs, mean-
ing endeavoring to pay external debts. I beseech God that His
grace may encompass and His bounty become manifest. He is
the Hearer and the Powerful.

To each of the friends in that land I offer greetings. Praise be
to God, until now they have been the cause of exaltation and
elevation, and this matter has certainly been and will be the
cause of the descent of grace, blessing and mercy. Verily He is
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with His sincere servants, His righteous servants, His detached
servants, those who are certain, those who are steadfast. And
peace, remembrance and glory be upon you and upon those
who love you and upon those servants whom nothing whatso-
ever has prevented from drawing near unto God, the Lord of
the Mighty Throne and the Exalted Seat.
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To: Haji Abdul-Karim Tihrani, in Eqgypt
Date: 1306-07-18 [1889-Mar-20]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Majesty and Power!

Praise be befitting unto the Lord of existence Who brought cre-
ation into being for the sake of the Dawning-Place of His signs
and the Dayspring of His evidences. The blessed word which
shone forth from the Dayspring of utterance, the Desired One
of all worlds, in the Dispensation of the Furqan bears witness to
this, for He saith, glorified and exalted be He: “But for thee, I
would not have created the heavens.” Absolute existence came
into being through Him and was adorned with the ornament
of names and attributes. The ocean of knowledge and the lu-
minary of proof dawned and surged through Him. Were it not
for Him, the pearls of inner meanings and utterance would not
have appeared in the contingent world, nor would God’s path-
way have been made manifest to His servants, nor would the de-
cree of divine unity have spread throughout all lands. Exalted
be His most mighty and glorious station and His most hidden
and concealed mystery! And blessings and peace be upon Him
and upon the Sources of revelation and the Dawning-Places
of inspiration, through whom the throne of commands and
laws was established, and through whom the gates of God’s
mercy were opened unto all else besides Him. Glorified be the
greatness of their Creator, their Fashioner, their Provider, their
Purifier, their Strengthener, and their Supporter in aiding His
Cause in the kingdom of creation.

Glory be unto Thee, O my God! Thou seest Thy loved ones
turning unto Thee and holding fast unto Thy cord. These
are Thy servants and Thy creation who have borne hardships
in Thy path and who have been, through nights and days,
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among wolves who have denied Thy favor, turned away from
Thy face, and disputed Thy signs. O Lord! Thou seest how
this servant remembers them in all conditions and beseeches
from the heaven of Thy bounty and the ocean of Thy generosity
that which will make them tablets of Thy remembrance among
Thy creatures and scrolls of Thy names throughout Thy earth.
Ordain for them, O my God, the recompense for their deeds
as befitteth Thy might and grandeur, Thy bounty and grace,
Thy bestowal and mercy, which have preceded all who are in
the heavens and on earth. There is no God but Thee, the
Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Thereafter the letter of that honored and cherished one was
In truth it was as a musk-pod, for from it there
diffused and spread abroad the fragrance of love and affection,
of remembrance and praise. And after it had been read, and
praise and thanksgiving offered unto the Sustainer of the world
and the Creator thereof, I turned toward the sacred Presence
and laid it before the face of the Lord. He said:

received.

Praise be to God, the tongue is occupied with the remembrance
of God, the eye beholdeth the horizon of bounty, and the limbs
stand ready for servicea€”all this is from the ocean of His grace
and the heaven of His bestowal. We beseech God, blessed and
exalted be He, to open through him and through His loved
ones the portals of joy and gladness, of love and unity, before
the faces of His servants and His creatures, and to send down
upon them that which shall draw them unto Him. O Lord!
Thou art He Whose verses of power and might have compassed
the horizons, and in every created thing the discerning eye
beholdeth the effulgences of the Day-Star of Thy majesty and
sovereignty. I beseech Thee to aid them in that whereby the
traces of Thy Most Beauteous Names may be spread abroad,
and from them the fragrances of Thy exalted attributes be
diffused, that their stations may be exalted amidst East and
West, South and North. Verily, Thou art the Self-Sufficing, the
Most Exalted. There is none other God but Thee, the Mighty,
the All-Bountiful.

And T send salutations upon Thy loved ones and Thy chosen
ones who have acted in accordance with that which Thou didst
reveal in Thy perspicuous Book. O Lord! Thou seest them
clinging fast unto Thee and holding firmly to the hem of Thy
bounty. I beseech Thee to ordain for them that which Thou
hast ordained for those near unto Thee among Thy creatures
and for the sincere among Thy people. Verily, Thou art God;

there is none other God but Thee, the Mighty, the All-Pouring.

End.
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This servant beseeches and implores from God, exalted be His
glory, that which will cause the exaltation of His Cause and the
elevation of the station of His loved ones. Ye are remembered
in all conditions and have attained the grace of His utterance.
It is hoped that God, exalted be His glory, will assist the people
of unity to accomplish that which will cause the harmony of
hearts and the unity of souls. I beseech Him, exalted be He, to
give you to drink, at every moment, from the Kawthar of His
knowledge and the Salsabil of His love. Verily, He is powerful
over all things.

I convey greetings to the loved ones of that land, and with
utmost humility and supplication, I beseech God, exalted be
His glory, for that which will increase the light of hearts and
bestow from the chalice of bounty, at all times, that which is
the cause of steadfastness and wondrous life. He is the All-
Bountiful, Whose generosity is not prevented by the ingrati-
tude of His servants. His gifts descend like rain, and His grace
is like a surging ocean and is evident. Blessed are the people
of unity whom nothing among all things, no name among all
names, and no matter among all matters has prevented from
turning to their Lord, the Kind, the Forgiving.

The loved ones mentioned in the letter of that honored ser-
vant were brought before Our presence, and each was blessed
with the mention of the Beloved. The glances of mercy have
ever been and continue to be directed towards them. May
they gladden those mentioned souls through the grace of the
Ever-Present Lord, so that all may gather in complete joy and
delight upon the carpet of unity, and become occupied with
the remembrance and praise of God, exalted be His glory. Ver-
ily, He heareth and seeth, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-

Knowing.

That which was sent was received and accepted. Praise be to
God Who assisted you to act according to His good-pleasure
and enabled you to love Him, remember Him, and praise Him.
Peace, glory, grace, and splendor be upon you and upon God’s
loved ones, His friends, and His intimates.

The servant 18 Rajab 1306
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To: Jamal
Date: 1306-07-18 [1889-Mar-20]

He is the Ruler in Truth and the Commander of Justice!

> O My Name! Upon thee be My Glory! The letter from My
Name Jamal, upon him be My Glory, was received and like-
wise heard. In truth, this world is not worthy nor capable of
being the arena for the steed of the endeavors of God’s chosen
O Jamal! Consider thou the afflictions that have be-
fallen this Wronged One, that what hath come upon thee may
seem trivial in comparison. Look from what hath befallen thee
to what hath befallen God. The carpet of this world is truly
not worthy of joy and delight. Today, remembrance of God
and attachment to Him was and is all that matters. Turn thy
gaze from the deeds of men and fix it upon the deeds of God
and what hath appeared from Him. These two days, the world
of possibility was not and is not worthy of such mention and
utterance.

ones.

In the prison of Ta, as all have heard and know, We were
in fetters and chains for four months, and Our companions
were mostly thieves and highwaymen. And as for food - bread
that resembled that of the Sudanese people. By the life of
God, in the early days, even that was not to be had! This
Wronged One was brought bareheaded and barefoot in chains
from Niyavaran to the prison of Tihran. That which is beyond
human endurance was inflicted. Yet despite these afflictions
which ye have seen, heard and know of, the tongue remained
engaged in praise, the heart illumined with the greatest joy,
and in prison this blessed verse was uttered: “He is sufficient
unto me and sufficient unto all things. God sufficeth as pro-
tector.” All assured and tranquil souls uttered the same, and
when their voices were raised, the prisoners would become be-
wildered and perplexed.

This Wronged One was repeatedly imprisoned, and all have
heard of the afflictions that befell Us in the land of Mim. They
paraded Us through the streets, and one day they delivered
this Wronged One into the hands of the tyrannical divines.
God alone knoweth what they did and said and what befell Us.
For months they applied ointments and treated the wounds
inflicted. Beyond all this, consider the oppression and tyranny
of My brother and his followers. Wherever We went, before
many days had passed, he would come and dwell in perfect
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comfort and honor with his known women companions - as
all have heard and know - protected beneath the pavilions of
protection. Yet they call him the wronged one and attribute
injustice to God, exalted be His glory!

In brief, throughout all days We stood before the faces of the
people and raised up the Cause of God to such a degree that
both East and West of the earth heard and understood accord-
ing to their capacity. Yet when the Sun of Glory dawned from
the heaven of divine Will, they arose against its abasement and
spoke such calumnies as had no like or equal, and not one soul
among those heedless ones spoke with justice. Glory be to God!
By order of the Sultan and the officials of the sublime state and
Russia, We proceeded to Zawra. If this Wronged One was an
oppressor, why did My brother proceed to that land and enter
Our house? Furthermore, during the journey toward the Great
City, he arrived in Mosul before Us and awaited Our arrival.
Say: O people! Judge with fairness that which hath come to
pass, that ye may distinguish the oppressor. I swear by the
Sun of Proof which in this moment riseth from the horizon of
the heaven of utterance!

Mashriqu’l-Akhavi did not deem himself worthy of this station,
but through the instigation of Siyyid Muhammad Isfahani and
another soul, he chose this abasement for himself and for the
Cause. The earth of God is vast and there are many other cities
and regions - why this turning to the shadow of the Wronged
One, and for what reason? Reflect, O people, and be of the
fair-minded! A Tablet was sent in his name to the Most Holy
and Exalted Presence of the Herald. By the life of God, that
Holy One became so enkindled that mention of it transcends
the realm of existence. Likewise were other Tablets sent, both
to the Herald and to various regions. The utterance of this
Wronged One stands forth among the words of the peoples like
the sun, clear and manifest. Say: Return, that ye may know,
and be not of the oppressors. In days when all were hidden in
fear, this Wronged One appeared with utmost power and spoke
with most eloquent utterance. Neither the arrows of destiny
nor the swords of tribulation prevented Him. When the light
of the Cause was raised up, there occurred what all have heard
and seen. Through all conditions We have been thankful and
content.

O Jamal, upon thee be My glory! Erase the book of sorrows
and with fresh clarity reflect on what hath been mentioned. He
will open before thy face the gates of joy and gladness, of glory
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and delight. Verily thy Lord is powerful over whatsoever He
willeth through His word “Be” and it is. Repeatedly hast thou
mentioned the name of God, and He and all who circle round
Him bear witness to God’s grace, bounty and kindness towards
thee. Take the cup of joy from the hand of the bounty of My
Most Glorious Name, then drink therefrom in spite of every
caviling liar and every heedless doubter. The glory shining
from the horizon of the heaven of My mercy be upon thee
and upon those with thee and upon those who love thee and
hearken to thy word concerning the Cause of God, the Lord of
Lords.
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To: Mulla Muhammad Qa’ini (Nabil-i-Akbar)
Date: 1306-07-18 [1889-Mar-20]

In My Name, which speaketh before all faces!

> We have desired to send unto thee from this Spot the ocean
of utterance - this Spot which God hath made the point of
adoration for the Concourse on High and the dwellers of the
Most Exalted Paradise - that the greatest joy may take hold
of thee through the remembrance of God, the Lord of Destiny.
He hath turned unto thee with a face whereby the earth and
heaven were illumined, and the Bird of Proof, warbling upon
the branches, proclaimed that there is none other God but Him,
the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. And We
desired to send unto thee from the breaths of revelation that
thou mayest remind the people of My verses and give them
glad tidings of that which hath appeared from My Kingdom,
the Mighty, the Wondrous. Verily He changeth sorrow into
gladness and grief into delight. We beseech God to make known
unto His servants what He hath desired for them from His all-
encompassing grace.

There hath befallen thee what befell those who drew nigh unto
God from those who denied God’s proof and testimony and
disputed His verses which have encompassed all who are in the
heavens and on earth. Say: O people, fear God! Abandon
what ye possess and take what ye have been given from One
Who is All-Seeing, All-Bountiful. Cast aside the idle fancies
and vain imaginings ye possess - they shall profit you not, as
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doth testify the Book of God, the Speaking, the Commanding,
the Mighty, the Wise.

That honored one hath ever been and still is mentioned before
this Wronged One. Blessed are they who gaze with divine sight
and hearing. By the life of God! Their eyes and ears shall profit
them not, nor what they possess of the whisperings of those
who have denied the Day of Judgment. That honored one and
the company of the fair-minded bear witness that this Wronged
One hath at all times enjoined upon the peoples of the earth in
general such counsels and wisdom as would extinguish the fire
of hatred and sedition, conflict and corruption; and particularly
hath given to the people of Baha counsels which, were they to
be cast upon the rock, it would cry out and proclaim; and
were they to be cast upon the earth, it would be stirred in
attraction and circle round; and were they to be cast toward
the heaven, it would be moved and would exclaim: “O people
of creation! Be fair in the cause of God, then consider what
hath appeared in truth. Deny not His favors, neither reject His
signs, nor turn aside from His loved ones. Present yourselves
and hearken unto that which will draw you nigh unto God and
acquaint you with the path of justice and teach you His Cause
whereof ye were promised in His Books and Scriptures. Be not
of them that remain patient.”

5 We beseech God to assist all, that ye may hear from thee what

We have imparted unto thee in this Most Great, Most Mighty,
Most Ancient, Most Powerful Cause which dominateth every
small and great thing. That honored one must, at all times,
with wisdom and utterance, make the people aware, that all
may arise to serve, detached from all else that beseemeth not
the days of God, and hold fast unto that which is befitting.
Today the land and sea, nay all things, are raising their call
and summoning the servants unto that which is meet. We
beseech God to bestow attentive ears that all may hear and
hold fast unto that which they are commanded.

; Thy letter was received and the fragrance of thy praise and

remembrance hath been diffused throughout the cities and re-
gions of the fair-minded. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to
assist thee with the hosts of knowledge and wisdom that thou
mayest draw the people nigh unto Him. Verily He is the Hearer,
the Answerer. Should anyone resolve upon it, the Book shall
be sent. The Glory be upon thee from Us and upon whomso-
ever heareth thy word in this manifest Cause.
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BHO06512

To: Mulla Muhammad Rida Yazdi et al.
Date: 1306-07-18 [1889-Mar-20]

...0 Na’im! We bear witness that thou hast attained to Our
mention, and through thy name there have appeared from the
treasuries of My Most Exalted Pen the pearls of wisdom and
utterance, that thou mayest thank thy Lord, the All-Bountiful,
the Most Generous. Through My remembrance all things have
spoken: “The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the Lord of the
worlds.” There hath befallen thee and My loved ones that
which hath caused the cities of God’s justice to lament, the

&«L,@L,ujxo;&f\mfw.
O 5 A dY W B G
cils o5k e Jad K, s
Ko 3yy B oAl Oy & S TN
oo Al die Flae 4 A6 L U ke

il G

AHT.006ax
Lord of the Mighty Throne....
BHO01711
To: Javad et al.
Date: 1306-08 [1889-Apr]
He is the Helper through His manifest Cause. gy c‘/L k) g

O Javad! Upon thee be the glory of Him Who is the Lord of
all creation in the beginning and in the end. Blessed art thou,
and bliss be thine, inasmuch as thou hast taken God for thy
Guardian and Lord, and hast chosen for thyself, beneath the
shadow of the pavilions of glory, an exalted station.

The letter of Jinab-i-Husayn—upon him be My glory—which
thou didst send unto the Most Holy Presence was admitted
unto the grace of His regard and hearing. We perceived there-
from the fragrance of his steadfastness in the Cause of God,
the Lord of the worlds, the Sovereign of the nations, and He
Who hath appeared in the Most Great Name. We beseech God
to strengthen and assist him in that which befitteth his days
and is worthy of His sovereignty, and to open before his face
the doors of loving-kindness and tender favors. Verily, He is
the All-Powerful, the Mighty, the Bestower.

And in his letter was mention made of him who is named
‘Ali before ‘Askar, whom We had aforetime commemorated
in such wise that all things uttered that whereunto the Tongue
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of Grandeur gave voice: God—there is none other God but
Him, the Single, the One, the Lord supreme over all who are
in the heavens and on the earth. We beseech God, exalted
be He, to ordain for him that which He hath ordained for the
sincere among His servants and the near ones among His crea-
tures, and to aid him in that which shall endure so long as
the kingdom of earth and heaven shall endure. Verily, He is
the All-Powerful, the Chooser. The light shining resplendent
from the horizon of the heaven of My bounty rest upon him,
and upon those with him, and upon every servant who hath
believed in God at the end.

5 Make mention of Bahram, upon him be My glory. His name

hath repeatedly been set forth by the Pen of the Most High.
Praise be to God! He hath drunk from the Euphrates of God’s
mercy, hearkened to His summons, and recognized His signs.
In this Day the signs of God are manifest in all directions,
and the ocean of His providence is surging before the faces
of mankind. Blessed is that soul who hath recognized Him
and attained His good-pleasure, and woe betide him that hath
erred and doubted. God willing, he will attain the station of
servitude to the Cause, even though he hath already attained
and testified thereto. That about which he enquireth this time
hath been mentioned in two Tablets revealed by the Pen of the
Most High. Divine confirmation hath been vouchsafed and will
continue to be vouchsafed unto those who are detached from
the world, who desire Him, and who are sincere. From time
immemorial the glances of divine mercy have turned towards
and will turn towards those who remember Him. Blessed are
they, for theirs is the excellence of the Day of Return.

O Bahram! Thou hast enquired about His Holiness Zoroaster.
He came from God and summoned mankind to divine guidance.
The fire of love was ablaze in His hand. Although he came
with the fire of divine love and revealed the Book of laws and
commandments, the heedless failed to apprehend His station
and did not recognize His Revelation. The Shi’ih, by reason of
their heedlessness and ignorance, have rejected Him.

Gracious God! The people of Iran, despite their capacity for
understanding the realities of things, are deprived. For cen-
turies and ages they have turned in prayer to God, asking and
yearning to attain His presence, but as soon as the Luminary
of Hope shone forth and dawned above the morning horizon
of His Will, all rushed forward to attack Him with the swords
of hatred and demanded the shedding of His most pure blood.
At this moment, they are standing upon their pulpits, uttering
their curses and imprecations. Thus have they seduced their
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own selves, and in this Day they are reckoned among the op-
pressors in His unerring Book. By holding fast to that which is
imaginary, they have deprived themselves of the truth. They
are confused by idle fancies and bereft of the light of certainty.
However, since His mercy is all pervading and since these days
are the springtide of His heavenly favor, it is incumbent upon
all, with hearts free of malice and rancor, to beseech God to
guide all people. Perchance He will cause the ocean of bounty
to surge, and will attire all in the blessed vesture of forgiveness.

O Bahram! Know this with absolute certainty. Firstly, He
came with the Fire from the presence of the Friend and enkin-
dled the extinguished element, and secondly, He gave His tes-
timony concerning the Fire. The knowledge is with thy Lord.
He is the Truth, the Knower of things unseen.

Our glory rest upon him who attained My presence and hear-
kened to My call, upon thee, and upon the one named ‘Ali
‘Askar in the Book of God, the Lord of the visible and the

invisible.
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BHO02124

To: Bibi Rawhani, in Bushruyih
Date: 1306-08 [1889-Apr]

He is the All-Bountiful, the All-Merciful

O Ruhani, upon thee be My glory and My mercy and My
loving-kindness! The Most Great Ocean hath, at this moment,
willed to send thee a pearl from among the pearls of the shell
of His bounty, mounted upon the form of a word, and the
Palm Tree of Grace hath desired to send thee, as a gift, from
among the fresh dates of inner meanings and utterance, and
the Keeper of Paradise, who is named Ridvan, hath willed to
send thee, in the form of letters, from among the fruits of the
supreme Paradise. Each of these mentioned bounties and these
recorded words is a speaking herald of divine grace and mercy
and loving-kindness concerning that leaf. Give thanks unto
thy Lord for this great bounty! Thy poetry in praise of the
Peerless Beloved, and likewise thy prose, have been heard and
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honored with supreme grace. Blessed art thou and thy tongue,
and blessed art thou and thy utterance! God hath heard thy
call and what thou didst compose and recite out of love for
God, the Single, the One, the Alone, the Self-Subsisting, Who
begetteth not nor is begotten.

Today the rain of divine mercy is streaming and descending
from the clouds of heavenly grace. The effulgences of the light
of the Orb of His generosity have encompassed all existence,
and the waves of the sea of benevolence have encompassed the
world. Praise be to God, the peerless and incomparable pearl
of divine love hath found its dwelling place in the treasury of
the heart. The treasuries and riches and bounty and wealth
of the world cannot compare with this testimony that hath
flowed from the Most Exalted Pen. Blessed art thou, O my
leaf and dawning-place of My love! Thou art she who hath
taken the cup of bounty in the name of the Lord of Names and
Creator of heaven, and drunk therefrom through My mention,
the Mighty, the Wondrous.

Say: O company of lovers! Today the horizons are illumined
with the light of Beauty. Beseech ye God that He may aid
you in that which beseemeth His bounty and generosity and
His Revelation. Glory be to God! At every moment We be-
hold Sinai in a different state: Batha is astir, the Holy City is
soaring, and the land of the divine purpose is in motion. And
the reality of existence speaketh with this word: “The world
hath been illumined through the dawning of the Dayspring of
Revelation. He, verily, is the Speaker on Sinai and the Caller
in His Frequented Fane.” This is the station which God hath
made the point of adoration for such of His servants as are nigh
unto Him, and for such of His creation as are sincere.

Give thou the glad-tidings to the handmaidens of that land
from the Wronged One, and illumine them with the light of
the Sun of divine utterance. We beseech God that He may
adorn all with that which is the cause of the sanctification
and glorification of His Cause. Verily, He is powerful over all
things. O My leaf, upon thee be My glory and My loving-
kindness! The bounty of God is even as the sun, manifest and
evident. Rejoice thou in this most exalted Word! We bestowed
thy reasoned treatise upon Ali-Qabli-Akbar. Verily thy Lord is
the All-Bountiful, the Generous. Thy mention hath ever been
and will continue to be remembered. Rejoice thou once again
in the cups of My bounty, and thank thy Lord for the chalice of
My grace, and praise through the ocean of My generosity. The
glory from Us be upon thee and upon My servants and My
handmaidens who have cast aside their own desires, holding
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BHO03665

To: Shaykh Salman Hindijani
Date: 1306-08 [1889-Apr]

...0 Salman! Upon thee be the glory of the All-Merciful! )35 L dﬁ: 3 J;)\ Sl S ol Lo
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gleness and His grandeur and His sovereignty, and upon every

steadfast and upright one. Praise be to God, the All-Knowing,

the All-Wise....

BHO00412

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Istanbul
Date: 1306-08-01 [1889-Apr-2]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Supreme, the All-Powerful! SlasY) y dksa)l sl Sl ) 5n

> All praise befitteth the peerless Lord Who began with the letter L, § culiw 5 3Y |, dsle Sylas as
Ba and made manifest the final Alif, and adorned the form — Ka 5 5505 sl 1, & by 558 s
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of Ha with these two luminaries. Thus were completed the
pillars of the all-embracing Word, and the mystery of God,
Lord of all creation, was revealed. Blessings and peace be upon
the Dawning-Place of the Light of Oneness and the Dayspring
of the signs of Divine Unity, through Whom God united all
hearts and minds and revealed what was hidden from sight
and understanding. And upon His family and companions,
whom God made as waves of the ocean of His utterance and
manifestations of the effulgences of the Orb of His knowledge
- those honored servants whom neither armies and hosts could
frighten, nor the might of those who denied the Promised Day.
They conquered cities and lands in the name of their Chosen
Lord. The power of the world and might of nations failed
to stop them. Through them the fragrance of religion was
diffused and the Cause of God was spread among the believers
and unbelievers.

Glory be to Thee, O my God, Purpose of my heart, Beloved of
my soul, Master of my tears, and Sovereign of my sighs! Thou
dost witness and see what hath befallen Thy chosen ones at
the hands of the oppressors among Thy creatures. Tears have
flowed and hearts and souls have been troubled by the injus-
tice of those who cast behind them the manifestations of Thy
justice and bounty, and the signs of Thy forgiveness and grace.
I beseech Thee by Thy Name through which Thou didst man-
ifest Thy religion among Thy servants and Thy decree in Thy
lands, to assist all peoples to servitude before the manifesta-
tions of Thy Lordship and the revelations of the lights of Thy
grandeur. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

And further: O beloved of my heart, the two blessed letters -
each of which was truly a volume in mention of the Purpose
of all worlds and a book in praise and glorification of the Lord
of all religions - illumined the court of the heart and dispelled
the darkness of care and grief. Its power was manifest from
God’s power and its strength evident from the arm of might.
After perusal and reading, proceeding to the station, it was
presented before the face of the Master, Who said:

“O Amin, upon thee be 96 [Baha’u’llah]. The light of the hori-
zons hath been veiled by the darkness of discord. God, exalted
be His glory, desired unity but they created division. He sought
concord but upheaval appeared. They rejected His counsels
and refused His favors. Treachery, like the swords of oppres-
sors, hath shed the blood of trustworthiness. This supreme
blessing, which was truly the cause of wealth and assurance
for all beings, they failed to recognize its station and let slip
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from their grasp. In the great city there were two souls, in hope
that the door of trustworthiness, religion, praiseworthy char-
acter and goodly deeds would be opened. However, the door
of discord, treachery, dissension and abasement was opened
instead. Finally matters reached such a pass that trustwor-
thiness chose to migrate from that place, and it is not known
where that helpless one has gone or into whose hands it has
fallen. In any case, one of those two made peace with the en-
emy and attacked the friend, and did not manifest the name
of the Concealer. These words flowed repeatedly from the Pen
to express His grief and reveal His sorrow. The end result was
the loss of human stations and the ranks of trustworthiness
and religion. Well was it said:

The flood of Noah, in my lamentation, is as my tears, And the
kindling of the fires of the Friend [Abraham]| is as my anguish.

The Pen is thunderstruck at this moment and the ink bewil-
dered. Your letters arrived and each was read before Our face.
We heard and We saw. We beseech God to protect you and
those with you, and to set right through you both that which
has been corrupted. Verily, He is the Lord of all beings and
the Judge on the Day of Reckoning.

O Amin! T do not complain of my grief to you, nor to anyone
else, nor even to God. Rather, I thank Him, praise Him, and
show patience as did those possessed of constancy and resolve.
We make mention of the honored Afnan and those with him -
may God’s peace be upon them - and We congratulate them,
and We beseech from the Truth for each one that which will
cause the knowledge of His sacred Being to be exalted. Verily,
He is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. We beseech Him,
exalted be He, to assist His Afnans and to ordain for them
that which will cause their influence to spread throughout the
realm. Verily, He has power over all things.”

This evanescent servant has been seized with bewilderment
at the events that have transpired, swimming in an ocean of
perplexity and contemplation, for what has occurred in the
Great City has harmed the trustworthiness, religiosity, truth-
fulness and sincerity of the believers. The rest is clear to that
beloved one - what has passed and what is now passing. Aga
Muhammad ‘Ali’s (of the Land of Sad) occupation was sepa-
rate, his affairs distinct, having no connection whatsoever with
the Shaykh - upon him be 9 66 [Baha’u’llah]. Nevertheless, he
tore away the veil of contentment and arose with complete
greed to harm and show enmity toward the Shaykh. Would
that he had sufficed with himself alone! Day and night, before
those within and without, he was aflame with the fire of greed
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and strove diligently to destroy the Shaykh’s work. And accord-
ing to what is known, the Shaykh’s trade was also confused for
two reasons: for whatever one would build up, another would
tear down, and in some transactions losses occurred.

Glory be to God! The aforementioned soul ignited a fire which
all reformers declared themselves powerless to extinguish. The
honored master, his eminence the Afnan of the Land of Ya,
upon him be 9 66 [Baha'u'llah] the Most Glorious, wrote a
detailed letter to this servant. Among other things, he com-
plained about the trade in the Great City and mentioned that
his honored eminence the Afnan of the Land of Ha and he
himself deemed it advisable to close the door of trade in that
city, as did the other honored Afnans - upon them be the Most
Glorious Glory of God. They wrote that if it is necessary for
an establishment to remain open in that city, that is another
matter and depends upon the will - whatever is commanded
shall be done. In truth, they should consider whether any ben-
efit from trade can be conceived - there would be no harm in
that. However, it does not appear that with the presence of
that person the fire of greed will be quelled or any fruit will
be yielded. In one instance, this exalted word was heard from
the Lord. He said: It would be difficult for that ship, with the
weight of a world of its own merchandise of suspicions, vain
imaginings, greed and avarice, to reach its destination except
by the will of God, the Lord of all worlds.

Furthermore, that beloved of the heart will arrive there and
become aware of the state of affairs and what has transpired.
Whatever they deem advisable will surely be carried out. To
the honored master, his eminence the Afnan - upon him be
9 66 [Baha'u’llah] the Most Glorious - I know not what to
submit or what to express. Praise be to the One True God
who hath exalted them to such heights that no abasement can
reach them, and adorned them with such glory that neither the
might of the world nor the power of nations can diminish it.
Glorified be He Who hath raised them through His grace and
strengthened them through His justice and illumined their eyes
with the light of revelation and witnessing, and their hearts
with the radiance of the luminous orb of His knowledge and
recognition. Verily our Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Most
Generous. No mention is worthy to be mentioned with His
mention, nor are the bestowals of the world comparable to His
bestowals. This servant beseecheth his Lord to make them
repositories of His knowledge and treasuries of His wisdom.
Verily He is the Helper, the All-Knowing. Peace, remembrance
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and praise be upon you and upon God’s righteous servants.
And praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

2 The servant 29 Rajab 1306

He is God, exalted is He!

At this moment when the letter was concluded, other passages
came to mind, the expression of which would both manifest
the degrees of love and affection and also answer the queries
of that beloved of the heart. In all conditions I seek assistance
from the Self-Sufficient One and beseech Him that whatsoever
floweth from the pen may be adorned with love, justice and
fairness. Verily He is the Hearer, the Answerer, and He is the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Therefore, I begin anew with
this most blessed and supreme word:

In the Name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassion-
ate

Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds, and blessing and
peace be upon the Lord of the Messengers and Master of the
mystics and Dawning-Place of the names of God, the King of
the Day of Judgment and the Source of His knowledge for all
who are in the heavens and the earth. Through Him was sent
down the heavenly table, mercy preceded, and the bounty and
proof were perfected. And upon His family and companions
through whom God manifested His Cause and revealed His
verses and made evident His clear proofs, and through whom
the Herald proclaimed that there is no God but Him, the Single,
the One, the Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

And further: another letter from that beloved of the heart - its
place was the heart and its station the breast, for it was illu-
mined with the light of the luminous orb of unity and adorned
with the mention and praise of the Glorious Lord. Although
the unity and oneness we servants express is like the descrip-
tion of an ant, as the saying goes, yet as long as the mention
of the Beloved exists, the heart hath not chosen and will not
choose any other mention. This too is from the results of His
favors and the fruits of His bounties. The contents therein,
together with the letter in its entirety, were presented before
the Master. He said: “O Amin, upon thee be the peace of
God, the Lord of the worlds. Due to your movement and at-
tention and mention of today and tomorrow, the answer to the
petitions was delayed. If Mount Alburz in the land of Ta had
moved, it would have reached its destination sooner than you.
Patience hath surpassed Job, and stillness is more firm, more
steady, and more secure than any stationary thing. A hun-
dred thousand mercies upon staying stilll This journey was
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like a moving stationary object that was mentioned before. In
any case, praise be to God, the hand of grace bestowed favor,
showed kindness, moved the Afnan through a hundred thou-
sand means, and preserved him through the hosts of the seen
and unseen. Verily He is the Protector of His Afnan and of the
sincere ones among His servants and the righteous ones among
His bondsmen. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to cool your
eyes through beholding the Most Great House and to give you
to drink of the choice wine of acceptance from the hand of
the bounty of His Most Ancient Name. Verily He is the All-
Bountiful in the beginning and in the end. There is no God
but He, the Self-Sufficient, the Most Exalted.” End.

As to the matters mentioned concerning the Huquq and other
things, authority has been delegated to that beloved one. The
matter of Haji Muhammad Kazim, upon him be God’s peace,
has also been referred to you according to the command, and
it was arranged that the mentioned amount should reach that
beloved one. Likewise, whatever is in that place is according to
your mention, and if it can be obtained it would be most fitting
and appropriate. They said: “We have incurred some debt in
the Land of Ta. God willing, after attaining the presence it will
be mentioned and instructions will be given for its payment.’
The amount for the Land of Ha has not yet arrived, but it has
been assigned and will arrive. They said: “O Amin, upon thee
be My peace and My glory! These matters have passed and
will pass.

This year some holy souls attained Our presence and We ac-
cepted an amount of Huquq they brought, which We then be-
stowed upon them. After attaining, hearing and witnessing,
they turned toward the House of God, and upon returning
from the House some came to this land and, having obtained
permission, returned to their homes in the lands of Iran. How-
ever, what occurred in the Great City was affecting - truly
sanctity was violated and the dignity of souls was transformed
to abasement. It was not expected that a friend would conspire
with the enemy against the loved ones and would sully pure,
holy and pleasing characters with the filth of self and passion.
He did what no heedless one had done. In any case, beseech
God to confirm him in returning, that he may cut himself off
from the opposers and strengthen the cord of love with the
loved ones. We beseech God to confirm him and those who
have believed in what He loves and accepts.” The reason for
the delay in responding to that beloved one’s letters was those
reports that arrive today and tomorrow. Some came but the
one who should have come did not come, namely his honor Af-
nan and that beloved one. In any case, I beseech confirmation
and assistance from God, exalted be His glory.
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Another submission is that some of the honored gentlemen
have delivered some funds - for example they gave the amount
for the House in Iraq, and likewise what they gave according to
the assignment to the family of his honor the Nazir, upon him
be 96 [Baha’u’llah]. The purpose is that the account should be
settled and completed with justice. Whatever else Amin does
or arranges will be acceptable.
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To: Muhammad Ali Isfahani, in Istanbul
Date: 1306-08-01 [1889-Apr-2]

In the name of God, exalted be His glory, grandeur and power!

Praise be to the gracious, merciful Lord, Who alone is worthy
and deserving, Whose gates of forgiveness are ever-surging, and
Whose ocean of pardon and bounty lies before all faces. And
blessings and peace be upon those through whom God’s verses
and ordinances were spread abroad and His sovereignty and
commands were made manifest, and upon their families and
companions through whom God illumined the world with the
light of His oneness and the radiance of His knowledge.

The letter from that honored brother arrived at a time when
sorrows over recent events had seized all pillars. As it conveyed
news of your well-being, it brought some joy. This servant be-
seeches his Lord to strengthen and assist you in that which
will exalt the names and manifest noble qualities. The pur-
pose of that honored brother’s remaining in that land is that
human qualities and his station may be spread in that city,
and that the fragrance of trustworthiness, religion, chastity,
truthfulness, sincerity and faithfulness may be diffused. There
is still hope that, God willing, you will arise to make up for
what was lost.

Regarding what was mentioned about obtaining permission
concerning the person from whom the Nazir (upon him be 66
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9 [Baha'u’llah]) purchased the papers - that you would identify
him and establish that he obtained the papers from him rather
than finding them in transit - if this statement truly has basis,
certainly make it known and present it to the honored mas-
ter, His Holiness the Afnan (upon him be the Most Glorious
Beauty of God), so that all may know and understand that
you are truthful in your statements and can prove it with clear
evidence. If this matter is proven, it would be very good. O
brother, I tell you truthfully this matter cannot be overlooked.
They are ever observant of justice and fairness. You yourself
know that the purpose is to establish harmony and unity be-
tween hearts. If this matter is truly proven, one can speak of
you and likewise assist in affairs.

5 The store of the honored Shaykh (upon him be the glory of

God) had and has no connection whatsoever to this place. I
swear by the Master (may our spirits be sacrificed for Him)
that these words are true. Some have supposed it has some
connection here - God forbid! His Holiness the Afnan sought
permission to open a store purely for business and earning,
and permission was granted. And you know that they have
made every matter contingent on consultation, and whatever
judgment emerges from consultation, they have endorsed and
will endorse.

Those like yourself should be the cause of manifesting praise-
worthy qualities. They should hold fast to justice, kindness
and fairness so that all may attest to that which bespeaks the
loftiness of human station. I beseech God, exalted be His glory,
to assist you in that which contains good and benefit for your-
self and other servants. If you prove this matter according to
what you have written, it will bring joy and happiness. But if,
God forbid, it is not established and made clear, it will cause
endless shame, for mention of you has been good from the
earliest days until now and has spread everywhere. Every fair-
minded sage and every knowledgeable mystic bears witness to
this. In any case, I seek assistance from God, exalted be His
glory. Verily He is the All-Bountiful, the All-Generous.

My God, my God! You know and see that this servant desires
by his mention only the sanctification of Your servants and
their purification from what You have forbidden them in Your
Book. O Lord! Adorn them with the ornament of trustwor-
thiness, justice, truthfulness and sincerity. Verily You have
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power over whatsoever You will. There is no God but You, the
Forgiving, the Generous.
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BHO02217

To: Ismul-Javad
Date: 1306-08-01 [1889-Apr-2]

He is the Bestower, the Ordainer, the Munificent, the All-Wise.

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him. All great-
ness and might, all glory and power belong unto Him. Nothing
whatsoever keepeth Him from being occupied with any other
thing and no matter preventeth Him from dealing with another.
He doeth whatsoever He pleaseth, by virtue of His sovereign
might. He, verily, is the Almighty, the Help in Peril, the All-
Glorious, the All-Knowing.

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him, and that
the One Who speaketh forth is the Speaker on Sinai, Who hath
dawned above the horizon of revelation, and through Whom
the mysteries have been unveiled, the stream have gushed forth,
and all that was from everlasting concealed in the books of God,
the Help in Peril, the Self Subsisting, hath been revealed. He
it is through Whom attainment unto the Presence of God hath
been realized in this day, a day whose mention hath adorned all
the sacred books and scriptures. Blessed be the one who hath
met Him, well assured of meeting and being reunited with God.
Such a soul is indeed among them that have truly apprehended
that which the All-Merciful hath revealed in the Qur’an, and
We bear that he is numbered with the people of certitude in
the preserved tablet.

Praise be to God, Who is peerless in His beauty and incompa-
rable in His majesty, Who perisheth not, Who hath ever been,
and will ever be, sanctified above all peer or likeness, and Who
shall remain hidden and concealed till He appeareth in His
meridian glory and summoneth all mankind unto Himself, the
All-Possessing, the Most High.

5 Exalted be God, the Sovereign Lord, Who hath created love
and made it to be the greatest sign and an affliction for all hu-
manity. Every mighty heart is humbled before its sovereignty,
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and every radiant countenance hath paled before its penetrat-
ing power and awesome majesty. Love, verily, is the animator
of the world and the attractor of the hearts of men. It is the
best of adornments and the dispeller of every affliction. It en-
tereth the hearts, though not as physical things enter into each
other, and it conquereth the kingdoms of existence, though
not as kings triumph over earthly realms. Yea, love is silent,
yet speaketh forth; it is compassionate, yet revengeth men’s
wrongs. In truth it is a light that hath shone forth above the
horizon of His name, the Most Beauteous, and enrapturing
thereby every people and tribe.

It is that which God hath chosen for His own Self in the Day
of Resurrection, and through which He hath shed the splen-
dors of His light upon all creation. Whereupon the leaves have
rustled, and the horizons have been illumined, and the lovers
have sighed, and the nightingale hath trilled out its melody
in the Day of the Covenant, saying: “He Who is the King of
Eternity and the Best Beloved of the Worlds is come!” Estab-
lished upon the Throne of names, He verily speaketh forth in
the prison of Akka on this day wherein the horizon of felicity
hath been illumined by this, that the Lord of revelation hath
bestowed upon one named Javad, who for a number of years
hath circled with love and devotion round His mighty throne,
a handmaiden who hath journeyed to attain this spot from
whence is issued the decree of the beginning and the end.

O Lord of the worlds and Educator of all who are in the heavens
and on the earth! I beseech Thee by Thy Names, the Joyous
and the Sorrowful, the Manifest and the Hidden, to bless these
two souls, to ordain between them love and affection, and to
protect them from the mischief of such as have disbelieved in
Thy days and caviled at Thy signs. I beseech Thee, moreover,
O my God, to write down for them both, by Thy Most Exalted
Pen, the good of this world and of the world to come. Potent
art Thou to do what pleaseth Thee. None other God is there
but Thee, the Exalted, the Mighty, the Powerful, the All Wise.
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BH04867

BHO04867

To: Aga Mirza Ahmad Nayrizi
Date: 1306-08-01 [1889-Apr-2]

He is the One Who gazeth from the horizon of manifestation!

O Ahmad! Upon thee be My glory! A while ago mention of
thee flowed from the Most Exalted Pen, and likewise before
that time. Today the Kawthar of knowledge floweth from the
Pen of the All-Merciful, and the Euphrates of mercy descen-
deth as rain from the heaven of the chosen One’s grace.

Say: O people! Today the gate of knowledge is opened, and the
ocean of bounty is surging, and the sun of generosity is shining.
Cast aside what ye possess and take what ye are commanded by
God, the Ordainer, the Ancient of Days. Say: Beware lest ye
deprive yourselves of the outpourings of the days of God, the
Lord of the worlds. The hidden hath appeared yet ye know
not, and the treasured hath emerged yet ye remain heedless
thereof. Fear God and reject not the truth through what ye
possess. Cast aside the tales of old, turning unto God, the
Lord of all humanity. Verily He heareth and seeth, and He is
the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.

O Ahmad! Make mention of all the friends on behalf of this
Wronged One, and likewise the handmaidens of God. By My
life! All have been and are remembered. Convey My glorifica-
tion to him who is named Yusuf. We have mentioned him be-
fore and sent him that whereby he findeth the fragrance of his
Lord’s grace, the All-Bountiful, the All-Generous. We beseech
God to assist His party there and make them the standards
of His guidance amidst the servants and the banners of His
remembrance throughout the lands. Verily He is the Powerful,
the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

5 The glory from Us be upon thee and upon My friends and hand-
maidens who have drunk the choice wine of My recognition
from the hands of My command, the Mighty, the Wondrous.
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BHO05497

To: Mirza Muhammad Darakhshi, in Shiraz
Date: 1306-08-01 [1889-Apr-2]

He is the One Who calleth betwixt earth and heaven.

This is a Book sent down by the Lord of Names and Creator of
Heaven unto him who hath turned to God, the Lord of Lords.
Let not the happenings of the world grieve thee, nor the veils of
those who have denied God, the Lord of all mankind, prevent
thee.

Say: Glory be unto Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by
Thy Name that hath dominion over all names, and by the
movement of Thy Most Exalted Pen whereby all things were
set in motion, to ordain for me through the Pen of Destiny
that which will draw me nigh unto Thee and protect me from
the evil of Thine enemies who have broken Thy Covenant and
Testament, denied Thy proof and rejected Thy evidence.

O Lord! The thirst of separation hath destroyed me. Where
is the springwater of Thy reunion, O Thou in Whose grasp
lieth the reins of all who are in Thy earth and heaven? By Thy
might and Thy majesty and Thy power and Thy dominion, this
servant feareth the onslaught of the self and its desires. I wish
to entrust my being into the hands of Thy grace and bounty,
that Thou mayest preserve it from its evil, its transgression
and its heedlessness.

5 O Lord! Thou seest Thy servant who hath detached himself

from all else but Thee, clinging to the cord of Thy generosity.

I beseech Thee not to disappoint me of that which Thou hast
ordained for Thy trusted ones and Thy chosen ones, and to
ordain for me that which will gladden mine eyes and bring rest
to my heart. Verily Thou art the Lord of the servants and the
Ruler in the beginning and the end.
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BHO05261

To: Muhammad Hasan Nasrabadi (son of Kazim)
Date: 1306-08-01 [1889-Apr-2]

He is the Guardian over all names!

Praise be to God Who hath sent down the verses and man-
ifested the clear proofs and guided all to the straight path.

Among the people are those who have turned towards Him
and those who have turned away, those who have hesitated
and those who have hastened, those who have responded and
those who have chosen silence for themselves, and those who
have taken vain imaginings as their god instead of God. We

testify that such are among the most lost in the Book of God,

the Lord of the beginning and the end.

O son of Kazim, upon him and upon thee be My glory and My
loving-kindness! We made mention of thy father aforetime in

words that caused the very essence of remembrance to quiver,

and through an utterance by which the Kingdom soared unto
the Help in Peril, the Almighty. We beseech God, blessed and
exalted be He, to aid thee to attain unto such steadfastness as
neither the clamor of the people can shake nor the oppression
of the Pharaohs in the land can prevent.

When thou takest the cup of Mine utterance in My Name, say:
“My God, my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Name through
which Thou didst subdue the world and illuminate the hearts
of the nations, to make me in all conditions to hold fast unto

Thee, to speak forth Thy praise, to turn toward Thy horizon,

and to arise to serve Thy Cause. O my Lord! Thou seest the
oppressed one seeking the ocean of Thy justice, and the weary
one the kingdom of Thy utterance. I beseech Thee to assist
me in that which beseemeth Thy days. Verily, Thou art the
Almighty, the Exalted, the Unconstrained.”
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BHO05417

To: Mirza Ali Servant of Khadijih Bagum
Date: 1306-08-01 [1889-Apr-2]

The ocean of divine knowledge has surged through His Name,
the All-Merciful.

God testifies that there is none other God but Him. His are the
greatness and power, the glory and choice. He gives life and
death, and He is the Mighty, the Supreme, the Glorious, the
All-Bountiful. God bears witness that there is none other God
but Him and He Who has come with the truth is indeed the
Sovereign of Revelation, the Speaker on Sinai. Through Him
the trumpet was sounded, the dead arose from their graves, and
the Herald called out from a near place: “The Kingdom belongs
to God, the Almighty, the Glorious, the All-Bestowing.”

Your letter has come before the Wronged One. We have an-
swered you with a Tablet which God has made the Dawning-
Place of Tablets. When you perceive its fragrance and read its
verses, say:

“Glory be to Thee, O my God! Thine are the bounty and the fa-
vors. | beseech Thee by Thy Most Great Name through which
Thou didst separate between the nations and didst manifest
what was hidden in Thy knowledge and treasured in the repos-
itory of Thy wisdom, to make me aided in all conditions to
remember Thee and praise Thee. Verily Thou art the Mighty,
the Glorious, the All-Bountiful. O my Lord! I beseech Thee by
the lights of Thy countenance and the mysteries of Thy Book
to ordain for me that which will benefit me in my life and af-
ter my death. Verily Thou art my Lord, my Master and my
Creator. There is none other God but Thee, the One Who has
power over whatsoever He willeth through Thy command by
which Thou hast subdued the horizons.”
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To: Khajih Muhammad Nayrizi
Date: 1306-08-01 [1889-Apr-2]

In the Name of the Director of the world and the Beloved of
nations!

Today the Book of God with eloquent and persuasive tongue
calls all and invites them to the supreme horizon. Blessed is
the ear that hath attained and blessed is the eye that hath not
been deprived of beholding. O peoples of the earth! The Most
Great Scene hath been adorned with the Lord of Destiny, and
calleth out at all times: “Glory and greatness and power and
exaltation belong unto God, the Almighty, the Glorious, the
Beneficent!”

O Muhammad! Thy letter was received and attained unto
hearing, and We make mention of thee in this Most Holy, Most
Exalted Tablet. Blessed art thou and blessed is he who hath
held fast unto the cord of God, the Lord of Lords. When thou
hast received My Tablet, say:

“Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having remembered me
while Thou wert imprisoned amidst Thy servants. I beseech
Thee by Thy Pen and its ink, and by that which hath appeared
before the hands of Thy will, to ordain for me that which will
protect me from the croaking of every croaker who hath disbe-
lieved in Thee and in Thy signs. O Lord! I am Thy servant and
the son of Thy servant. I hold fast unto Thee and unto Thy
cord. I beseech Thee by the Dawning-Places of Thy Cause and
the Sources of Thy Revelation and the Recipients of Thy knowl-
edge to make mention of my father who hath ascended unto
Thee in the Crimson Book from Thy Most Exalted Pen. There
is no God but Thee, the All-Bountiful, the All-Generous.”
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BH06672

BHO06670

To: Ghulam-Husayn, in Shiraz
Date: 1306-08-01 [1889-Apr-2]

He is the One Who speaks in the Kingdom of Utterance.

Thou hast been mentioned before the Wronged One on this
Day whereon the sealed wine hath been unsealed through
the Name of God, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting. O
thou who hast turned to My horizon! Hear My call from the
precincts of the Prison. Verily He is God, the Single, the One,

the All-Compelling over what hath been and what shall be.

He who loved Me mentioned thee, and We mention thee again
with a Tablet that beareth witness before all mankind. The
gate of heaven hath been opened and the Lord of the Kingdom
of Names hath come with manifest sovereignty. When thou
attainest unto My Book say:

Glory be unto Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Name,
the Bestower, and by Thy Name, the All-Bountiful, to ordain
for me that which shall profit me and abide with me in every
world of Thy worlds. And I beseech Thee, O my God, by my
presence before Thy face in Thy prison, and by Thy call which
hath been raised at all times amongst Thy servants, to make me
one of those who have aided Thy Cause through wisdom and
utterance. Then protect me through the hosts of the unseen
and the seen from those who have disbelieved in Thee and Thy
signs, and denied Thy proof and Thy testimony. Verily Thou
art the Almighty, the All-Glorious, the Unconstrained.
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Date: 1306-08-01 [1889-Apr-2]
He is the Hearer, the Answerer! ey CL:J\ P

The mountains have passed away through the verses of God,
the Self-Sufficient, the Most High. Those who lay in the graves
have arisen at the call of Him Who conversed on Sinai. The
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Balance hath been appointed by command of the All-Merciful,
and the Path hath been set up before all faces, yet most of the
people perceive it not. They have turned away from the ocean
of knowledge, clinging to their vain imaginings - nay, they do
not understand. Say: By God the Truth! The Book hath
been sent down through grace, and the Trumpet hath been
sounded - and it is My Most Exalted Pen, whereby We have
both given and taken away. Verily thy Lord is the One Who
hath power over whatsoever He willeth through His word “Be”
and it is. O Abu’l-Qasim! Adorn thy head with the crown
of My Most Great Name, and thy temple with the ornament
of steadfastness in this Announcement, whereby the foot of
every veiled scholar hath slipped and every deprived mystic
hath gone astray. The glory shining from the horizon of the
heaven of My loving-kindness be upon thee and upon him who
is named Ahmad. Remind him of My verses and give him the
glad-tidings of My tender mercy. We beseech God to aid him
to remember and praise Him amongst His servants. Verily He
is the Hearer, and verily He is the Answerer.
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To: Mirza Nasrullah son of Mirza Aqa the martyr, in Fars
Date: 1306-08-01 [1889-Apr-2]

In the Name of Him Who is supreme over all names.

This is a Book sent down by the Creator of the heavens unto
him who hath turned towards Him and believed in Him and
His signs on a day wherein all people have turned away save
whom God, the Almighty, the All-Powerful, hath willed.

O Nasru’llah! Hearken with thy spiritual ear unto the call
of the faithful counselor. Today the divine decree in the holy
scriptures and tablets is to sanctify oneself from all that preven-
teth man from that which beseemeth him. Likewise He hath
enjoined upon all to assist the Cause, and hath explicitly spec-
ified, without any interpretation, that assistance consisteth in
teaching the Cause. The helper and sustainer hath been and is
goodly deeds and praiseworthy character. Therefore must the
people of God hold fast unto that which hath been mentioned
and engage, according to their capacity, in reforming the world
and refining the souls of nations.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

eV e gl e
P PN - IR G O I A

QT e W ) o e b s s
PRI

ol Ol ot 1y el 26 sl s L
B il 1 g 5 00 A S sl
;duw@,wux‘bu{&aw\
5 o) Sy 03y i b £ o
ﬂ@;&j\sﬂéwéfﬁd&boﬂ
5 b U e 5 ol €l (2 gt
A O Al W s 03 42 s BN
}chﬁwbw-&u@f’“ﬁ“%i

535 Ui s 502 ol sl e

154



Vol. 89: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1306 A.H. (1888-1889) part II

BH07846

We have mentioned thee before, and thy father who hath as-
cended to the Supreme Companion, and We have revealed for
him that from which the fragrance of the loving-kindness of his
Lord, the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful, is diffused. Praise
be unto Him, for He is the Goal of them that know and the
Beloved of them that are nigh.
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BHO07846

To: Haji Abdur-Rahim, in Nayriz
Date: 1306-08-01 [1889-Apr-2]

He is the Hearer, the Answerer

Praise be to God! Thou hast attained unto that for which
the world of existence hath been brought into being. Thou
hast hearkened unto that which the company of the near ones,
throughout the nights and days, would beseech the Goal of
all mankind to hear. Some time ago We made mention of the
friends, including mention of Shafi?, upon him be My glory,
and We sent it forth. We beseech God to honor His loved
ones with His Tablet and to acquaint them with what lieth
concealed in its words of the oceans of His knowledge, and to
aid them to remain steadfast in the Most Great Steadfastness,
whereby neither shall the names hold them back from their
Lord nor the tales of old from their Sovereign. He, verily, is
the Almighty, the All-Compelling, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise. Thou art he who hath gained mention by Me time and
again and hast drunk the choice wine of utterance from the
hand of My bounty. We counsel thee to preserve what We
have bestowed upon thee. Verily thy Lord is the Counselor,
the All-Knowing. The glory from Us be upon thee and upon
My loved ones in that place, and upon My handmaidens who
have believed in the One, the All-Informed.
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BH08184

BHO07781

To: Muhammad Rida son of Ali from Shin
Date: 1306-08-01 [1889-Apr-2]

He is the One Manifest and Speaking in the Most Great Prison

2 Say: Glory be unto Thee, O Lord, O Treasure of the poor
and Sustainer of the weak, Lord of earth and heaven, Who art
seated upon the throne of ‘Do what Thou willest. I testify to
that which the Tongue of Thy Will hath testified in the King-
dom of Thy utterance, and I acknowledge that which Thou
hast sent down in Thy Scriptures, Thy Books and Thy Tablets.
I beseech Thee, O my Lord, by the Tablet which Thou hast
adorned with the lights of Thy utterance and wherein Thou
hast written for Thy loved ones that which behooveth them in
Thy days, and by Thy Name, the Manifest, the Speaking, the
Hidden, and by Thy Light, the Shining, the Radiant, the Trea-
sured, to assist me to hold fast unto Thy Most Great Handle in
such wise that neither the hosts of Thy earth and heaven nor
the might of the oppressors among Thy creatures shall keep
me back from Thee. O Lord! I am Thy servant and the son of
Thy servant. I have heard Thy call and turned toward Thee,
and have found the fragrance of Thy garment and hastened
with my heart unto Thee. I beseech Thee not to disappoint
me in attaining that which Thou hast ordained for Thy trusted
ones. Verily Thou art the All-Powerful, the Mighty, the All-
Bountiful.
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BHO08184

To: Haji Mirza Husayn Shirazi et al., in Khartum
Date: 1306-08-01 [1889-Apr-2]

Mention after mention makes mention of what came before,
and declares that promises must be fulfilled....

Hadrat-i-Badi’, who bore the letter to the Sultan and stood
before him, raised the letter and proclaimed: “O King, I have
brought thee from the Most Great Announcement a Mighty
Book.” Surely they have heard the details of how, with what
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power and might, he declared his mission before His Majesty
the Sultan, while wearing but a single shirt. The might and
majesty of royalty could not deter him, and afterwards he gave
up his life with complete submission and contentment, drinking
the cup of martyrdom from the hand of grace. And likewise
other holy souls who hastened to the place of sacrifice with
utmost joy and acquiescence. In truth, this servant is incapable
of mentioning the names of those souls....
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To: Aqa Buzurg Firuzi, in Fars
Date: 1306-08-01 [1889-Apr-2]

He is the Speaker, the All-Informed!

Thy petition was received and the response of what the All-
Bestowing uttereth in the final goal hath been revealed. Thou
didst attain to the mention of God, glorified be His majesty.
We beseech Him to deposit His mention as a trust within pure
and sanctified hearts and to preserve it through the hosts of
the seen and the unseen. He is the Powerful, the Mighty. The
Supreme Pen is occupied day and night with the mention of
His loved ones. Blessed is the face that hath turned, and the
ear that hath heard, and the tongue that hath spoken, and
the heart that hath turned unto God, the Lord of all worlds.
Rejoice thou in My mention of thee and be of the thankful ones.
All the loved ones in that land are remembered and adorned
with His grace. We beseech God to preserve them through
His sovereignty and give them to drink from the cup of His
bounty and to bestow upon them what He hath ordained for
His trusted ones. Verily He is the Beneficent, the Generous.
There is no God but Him, the Single, the One, the Mighty, the
Great.
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BHO00540

To: Muhammad Karim Attar, in Tihran
Date: 1306-08-03 [1889-Apr-4]

In the name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted, Most
Glorious Lord!

Today the effulgences of the Sun of Truth have shone forth
upon all, and cities and lands are in rapture and ecstasy from
the attraction of the Call of the All-Chosen One. This Call is
the water of life for the righteous, whom God hath described in
the Book: “Truly the righteous shall drink of a cup tempered
with camphor.” Blessed is the being who hath attained unto
this existence and come into being. Woe unto every heedless
doubter.

Worthy of mention and praise are those souls who today were
not prevented by the taunts of the people, the cawing of the
ravens, and the threats of the oppressors from the Light of the
Manifest Horizon. They heard the Call of Truth and joined
themselves unto it. These are the banners of guidance and the
standards of grace. Blessed is the servant who hath chosen for
himself a station beneath their shade, and remote is he who
hath turned away from them and clung to that which shall
never profit him.

And then, O beloved of my heart, thy spiritual missive arrived
like the vernal breeze of the All-Merciful, bringing glad tidings,
bearing good news, and bestowing bounty. Its glad tidings
were the sweet fragrances of the love of the Beloved of the
worlds and the health and well-being of that beloved of soul
and spirit. Its good news was thy steadfastness in the Cause
of the Beloved. Its bounty was the fruits of inner meanings
and utterance that appeared and were manifest from the Tree
of Words. In truth, what is the sustenance of existence and
the cause of its life? By thy life! It is the love of thy Beloved
and our Beloved and the Beloved of all who are in the heavens
and the earth. In the sight of those possessed of insight and
hearing, naught else is mentioned save Truth and His love and
service, and in reality naught else is worthy of mention.

Glory be to God! The heedless ones desire to veil the efful-
gences of the lights of the divine Sun of Manifestation. Far,
Say: O ye ignorant ones! What profit did the
former people gain from their calumnies and lies, what bounty
did they obtain, and what did they achieve on the Day of Judg-
ment? How long will ye remain debarred by vain imaginings

far from it!
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and veiled by rejected and thick veils? I beseech God to aid
all to rend these veils asunder. Verily He is the Powerful, the
Mighty.

; Mentions and degrees came successively, leaving no opportu-

nity to speak of the letters, their number, their receipt and
their reading - and rightly so, for the mentions were mentions
of praise of the Beloved of the worlds, and the degrees were
degrees of His grace and bounty. Nevertheless, they can now
be renewed, therefore I state that the letters of that spiritual
beloved arrived, and each, after being read and perused, at-
tained the honor of being heard by the Lord of creation, and
each time a divine utterance shone forth from the Dawning-
Place of the words of the Beloved of the worlds. And at this
moment, after the presentation of another letter, these exalted
words emerged from the Treasury of divine knowledge and wis-
dom - blessed and exalted be His utterance:

Verily hearing and sight are within My grasp of power, and I
am the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing

O bird soaring in the atmosphere of My love, present before
My face, who hast attained to hearkening unto My call and
beholding My horizon! Hear thou My call once again from
the precincts of Akka. Verily there is no God but Him, the
Single, the All-Informed. Say: O company of the heedless,
cast away what ye possess and take what hath been given you
from the presence of One knowing and wise. By My life, that
which your divines possess shall profit you not, nor shall that
which hath been ordained from the presence of One mighty
and powerful. Beware lest ye deprive yourselves of that which
ye have been commanded in the Book of God, the Lord of all
worlds. Say: abandon tyranny and wickedness, and take hold
of trustworthiness and godliness and truthfulness and purity,
by command of God, the Lord of the Day of Judgment. The
Wronged One hath not spoken from desire, but rather by what
hath been revealed in the Book of God, the Ordainer, the
Ancient of Days. Through moral excellence are revealed the
stations of man in the contingent world, as testified by honored
servants whom the whisperings of the people have not kept
back from arising to serve God, the Lord of the Mighty Throne.

O Attar! Sorrows have encompassed the Wronged One,
whereat the tears of Mine eyes have rained upon My cheeks,
both outwardly and inwardly, and My heart and My pen have
lamented, yet most of the people are heedless. The luminary
of trustworthiness hath set in the capital, and therein hath
appeared that which hath prevented the Pen from revealing
it, the tongue from mentioning it, and the perceptive faculty
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from comprehending it, as witnessed by him who possesseth a
clear Book. We have counseled all in most of Our Tablets to
goodly deeds and praiseworthy character, yet the people have
cast the counsel of God behind their backs and followed what
their passions commanded them. Lo! They are among the
lost. The heedless one hath taken God’s enemy as his helper,
and they have advanced with swords of hatred and committed
that which hath caused every just and discerning one to weep.

Convey My greetings to My loved ones, remind them of My
verses and what hath been sent down from the heaven of My
utterance, and We counsel them with that whereby the station
of the Word and their stations among the servants shall be
exalted. Blessed is he who hath heard and acted, and woe
unto them that have turned away.

The servant in attendance hath brought thy letters time and
again. We have heard each one and answered thee with that
whereby the fragrance of God’s loving-kindness, the Lord of
this exalted station, hath been diffused. Look, then remember
those days when thou wert present before the Wronged One
and heardst what the Tongue of Utterance spoke in the King-
dom of Knowledge, and thou didst behold the ocean and its
waves, and the light and its effulgence, and thou didst attain
unto that which was inscribed in the Books of God, the Mighty,
the Great.

O Attar! Upon thee be My glory! Hearken in the Persian
tongue: All the letters sent have been heard, and in each in-
stance thy mention hath flowed from the Tongue of Grandeur.
Convey greetings from the Wronged One to all the brethren,
family, and associates. All are mentioned before the Wronged
One. Ask thou God that He may cause all to attain unto that
which beseemeth the station of man. Great sorrow hath be-
fallen this Wronged One, for in the great city there occurred
that which caused the eye of justice to weep, and equity to
suffer beneath the darkness of tyranny, and the form of truth-
fulness to be afflicted in the talons of falsehood. In brief, justice
and equity and kindliness remain concealed in some corner un-
til God shall manifest them in truth. Verily, He is the Powerful,
the Mighty.

Glory be unto Thee, O my God, my Lord, my Master, my
Desire! Thou seest and knowest that I have counseled Thy
servants with that which will draw them nigh unto Thee and
adorn them with the ornament of Thy attributes and character.
Among them are those who have heard and answered, and
those who have turned away and have not answered. O Lord!
Thou art the Generous, possessed of great bounty. Deliver
Thy loved ones from the fire of greed and covetousness, and
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adorn them with the ornament of contentment and detachment.
Verily, Thou art the Lord of creation. There is no God but
Thee, the Forgiving, the Generous.

Praise be to God! That which hath been revealed, a single
word thereof sufficeth. By Thy life, O My beloved, the liver
of trustworthiness hath melted and the tears of chastity and
faithfulness have flowed. In these days I have beheld the Pur-
pose of all the worlds in such grief that were the veil to be
lifted and the friends to hear with their true hearing, all would
perish. Therefore concealment is preferable, and the Cause is
in the hands of God, the Lord of all mankind.

Another matter: the honored Ismu’llah (66), may all the Most
Glorious Glory rest upon him, hath repeatedly brought your
letters to My presence and made mention of you. One day,
the apple of Mine eye and soul, Husayn Effendi, attained the
presence in place of the apple of Mine eye, that is, the son,
and was adorned with acceptance. The items carried by Mulla
Muhammad-‘Ali (Dahaji), upon him be the Glory of God - in-
cluding pen, paper and other things - arrived, but the desirable
and acceptable paper, at the time of writing, each sheet in the
language of its condition asketh mention of you, and assuredly
the answer hath been and will be bestowed from the ocean of
divine bestowal. It hath been proven by the Most Great Proof
and the most perfect and complete evidence to those possessed
of hearing and sight that verily He is the Hearer, the Answerer.
The brethren and the honored ladies of that household, upon
them be the Glory of God, are mentioned. I convey greetings
to each one and beseech from God, exalted be His glory, that
which shall not change nor fade. Verily He is the Powerful, the
Mighty.

Another glad-tiding is that in these days a special Tablet of
Visitation for His Holiness Ismu’llah al-Asdaq, upon him be all
the Most Glorious Glory, hath been revealed from the heaven of
knowledge of our Purpose and your Purpose. God willing, they
shall attain unto it. If this evanescent servant hath delayed or
should delay in responding to letters, he is surely excused, for
that Beloved One knoweth that night and day he is occupied
with writing and serving all the peoples of the world. Therefore
they will surely forgive, and according to that Beloved One’s
own statement that I have been allotted one letter a year -
praise be to God - at this moment, which is the third night of
the month of Sha’ban the Great, this letter is completed. Until
next Sha’ban you have no fixed claim by your own admission.
And on this blessed night, two hours and ten minutes having
passed from Friday night, visitation was performed on your
behalf and was graced with acceptance. Well is it with me and
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with you! I convey greetings to the gentlemen and friends of
that land, and with the tongue of the inner heart I say:

My God, my God! Unite the hearts of Thy loved ones and
friends, then make their word as one. O Lord! Illumine them
with the light of unity and ordain for them the station of con-
cord. The servant beareth witness that Thou hast ordained
the exaltation of Thy Word in the unity of Thy servants and
their concord in Thy Cause. Verily Thou art the All-Bountiful,
the Powerful, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

Likewise the leaves and handmaidens of God in that land - I
have mentioned and continue to mention each one. For some,
blessed and holy Tablets have been revealed. God willing they
shall arrive and they shall become illumined and shall attain
unto the light of the utterance of the Purpose of all the worlds.
This is a glad-tiding that no other glad-tiding can equal, to
which beareth witness the Lord of all creation. Glory and
praise and remembrance, then mercy and loving-kindness and
exaltation be upon you and upon those with you and upon
those whom the veils of names and nothing whatsoever have
prevented from God, the King of this mighty Day.

Third night of the month of Sha’ban 1306

BRL_TRUST#37x, COC#2049x

LTl w2 ans 2 31 42ds 05
Ol a8 56 Jy s AT Jan L5
255 025l O sl 5 L) ces 3
S 25 e Ol floge

St 5 Sl s o Il A A
By V’h); O @l sl 8 ] (
r.:ul\ L Gl (Uz,a V‘L ERAPEIPAY
Ssle Blsl 3 S el o8 K
el Jlad) ) SV Sl G paals)
L] )

L K o) O b sl By e
“Slr 1) s sl gleie °=;ff-"
Spaie Ol ys s dupe dbs L) Jyb s die
Wolw Y o)L«A oda u\}w‘jb})}»‘ OU.\.C

5 W o) A SO a2 55l
e Wl Bl )l 4T, S
OL:‘FMV@-\S‘&JSQJ&J

il )1 L

VY e Olad b e I

INBA18:399, COMP

AYT2.012x

TRUSTP#38x,

BHO03430

To: Aqa Muhammad Kazim et al., in Sabzivar

Date: 1306-08-15 [1889-Apr-16]

...0 God, Kind and Merciful! Didst Thou bestow hearing and
sight upon the world, or didst Thou withhold them? I beseech
Thee by Thy might, Thy grandeur, Thy bounty and Thy gen-
erosity to manifest that which Thou hast bestowed, that Thy
blessing may become evident to all the worlds and the efful-
gent rays of the Orb of bounty may illumine all existence. I
swear by Thy sanctified Being that if Thou dost not manifest
it throughout the duration of Thy kingdom and dominion, no
doubt shall arise concerning Thy bestowal and giving. Thine
is the wealth and at Thy door are the poor. If Thou givest, we
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are grateful, and if Thou withholdest, we remain thankful and
patient. O Lord! Through Thy will we came into being, and
unto Thee on Thy Day have we returned. Withhold not Thy
servants who implore and hope from the waves of the ocean
of Thy gifts, and adorn all with the ornament of Thy bounty
and bestowal. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy....

He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing

O Ghulam-Husayn! The manifest light is dawning and shining
from the horizon of the will of the Lord of the Worlds, and the
soul-stirring call of the All-Merciful is raised from the direction
of the prison. Say: O ye who possess ears, hear! And O
ye who have eyes, hasten! Glory be to God! The inanimate
speaketh while the servants are silent and veiled. This Most
Great Talisman hath powers; none save His own Self is aware
of its mysteries. All are heedless and veiled save those whose
eyes God hath illumined with the lights of His countenance.
Perishable wealth hath prevented the servants from that which
is everlasting. They have clung to transient means in such wise
that they have deprived themselves of God’s eternal blessings.

Say: O servants! The days flee away and things perish. Strive
that ye may attain unto the lamp of the favor of God, exalted
be His glory. The place of return, outwardly, is observed to
be narrow and dark. A lamp is needed and solitude requireth
a companion. Glory be to God! Again, glory be to God! Man
perceiveth himself in need of numerous means for a single night
in this world and spendeth all his energies in acquiring them,
even though he is certain of their alteration and destruction;
yet for a world wherein he must dwell permanently, by virtue
of the Kingdom of earth and heaven, he hath made no prepara-
tion. Say: O people! Lay hold of deeds ere the appointed time
cometh. Seize the opportunity ere it passeth, and the respite
ere death arriveth. Verily, the time shall come suddenly. By
the life of God! Then neither fortresses shall protect you nor
armies guard you.

5 Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One. He remembereth
you for the sake of God and counseleth you as a token of His
grace. Take what the Tongue of Grandeur hath uttered and
cast away what ye have heard from those who have denied the
blessing. We testify that they are among the oppressors in the
Book of God, the Lord of the worlds. The glory from Us be
upon thee and upon thy brother who hath heard, turned, and
responded to his Ancient Lord. We beseech God to assist him
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with the hosts of the unseen and to confirm him in that which
He loveth and is pleased with. Verily, He is the Almighty, the
All-Powerful....
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INBA15:362x, INBA26:366bx, BLIB_ Or15724.004x,

AQAT#518 p.364x, ATIM.369x,

AQMJ1.176bx, ADH1.027x

BHO03114

To: Haji Siyyid Muhammad Afnan son of Siyyid Hasan Afnan Kabir

Date: 1306-09 [1889-Apr]

He is the One dawning from the horizon of the heaven of ut-
terance!

The Unseen beareth witness unto Its own Self that verily I am
God, there is none other God but Me. I have manifested that
which I desired before the faces of the servants - among them
are those who saw and believed, those who turned toward it yet
hesitated, and those who testified to that which the Tongue of
Grandeur hath testified in this mighty and impregnable station,
which hath been named with the Most Beautiful Names by
God, the Lord of the mighty Throne. He whom I loved hath
appeared before the Wronged One and asked from the Most
Great Ocean. We have made mention of thee and have sent
down for thee this Tablet that thou mayest thank thy Lord,
the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O My Afnan! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness.
Thou art he to whom the Supreme Pen hath testified in numer-
ous Tablets and for whom it hath revealed that which neither
the veils of the world can conceal nor the clamor of the nations
can alter. It shall remain shining, through the perpetuity of the
Kingdom and the Dominion, from the horizon of the heaven of
God’s loving-kindness, the Lord of the worlds. This is a word
that all the books of the world cannot equal - a bounty from
Him unto thee. Verily, He is the All-Bountiful, the Forgiving,
the Merciful. When thou hearest the shrill voice of My Pen
and findest the fragrance of My raiment, say:

My God, my God! I testify that Thou hast aided Thine Af-
nan to turn toward the lights of Thy countenance and to hold
fast unto that which Thou hast revealed in Thy Book, and
hast written for them from the Pen of bounty that which none
knoweth save Thyself. I beseech Thee by Thy signs whereby
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Thy proof hath been perfected amongst Thy creation and Thy
testimony amongst Thy servants, and by Thy clear tokens be-
fore which all signs bowed down at the revelation of the lights of
the Orb of Thy manifestation, that Thou wilt exalt me through
Thy Name, draw me nigh through Thy generosity, and assist
me to arise for Thy Cause in every world of Thy worlds. I
testify that Thy grace withholdeth not those who seek Thee,
Thy bounty disappointeth not those who hope in Thee, and
Thy loving-kindness forsaketh not those who yearn for Thee.

5 O my Lord! Thou beholdest me gazing toward Thy horizon and
awaiting the wonders of Thy bounty and mercy. I beseech Thee
by Thy call between earth and heaven, and by Thy sovereignty
which hath subdued all things, that Thou wilt preserve me
from the doubts of Thine enemies and the allusions of those
who have turned away from Thy Cause among Thy creatures.
Verily, Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest. There
is none other God but Thee, the Commander, the Judge, the
Almighty, the Powerful.
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BHO04193

To: Mirza Kuchik ibn akh Jinab-i-Haji Muhammad Rida
Date: 1306-09 [1889-Apr]

In the name of Almighty God

God, exalted be His glory, has fulfilled His promise and made
manifest His Day, according to His blessed and exalted words:
“The Day when mankind shall stand before the Lord of the
worlds.” However, the unjust people in this blessed Day have
deprived themselves of the presence of the Self-Subsisting Lord
and have clung to vain imaginings. Every created thing calls
out in a most sweet voice, summoning the servants to the Cre-
ator of existence, yet their deeds have prevented most from
turning to Him and have deprived them of the Days of God.
Say: O servants, fear God and follow not your idle fancies.
Follow Him Who has come to you with a clear Command and
mighty sovereignty. Today the Divine Lote Tree in the high-
est Paradise gives the glad tidings of the manifestation of the
Lord of Names to all beings. Every eye illumined with the light
of recognition has attained to witnessing Him, and every ear
cleansed of ancient tales has been honored to hear. O people
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of God! Strive that perchance you may deliver a soul from the
darkness of vain imaginings and guide it to the Dayspring of
certitude.

Say: My God, my God! I testify that Thou hast manifested
Thyself and whatsoever Thou didst promise Thy servants in
Thy Books, Thy Scriptures and Thy Tablets. I beseech Thee
by the ocean of Thy verses and the lights of Thy Throne to aid
me to perform such deeds as will diffuse the fragrance of Thy
good-pleasure. O my Lord! Thou seest Thy servant turning
unto Thee, detached from all else but Thee. Ordain for him
that whereby his mention and his name shall endure amongst
Thy servants and Thy creation. Verily Thou art the Almighty,
the Mighty, the All-Bountiful. The Glory from Us be upon
thee and upon him who hath believed in God, the Lord of
Lords, in the final return.
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BHO04145

To: Haj Mirza Muhammad Husayn Afnan, in China
Date: 1306-09 [1889-Apr]

In His Name, that ruleth over all names!

Verily the Fire speaks forth from the Divine Lote-Tree: “God,
there is no God but Him, the Sovereign, the Self-Subsisting.”
And the Light calls out from the horizon of Manifestation:
“The Kingdom belongs to God, Master of what was and what
shall be” And the Mount circles round and proclaims: “O
peoples of the earth! The Hidden One has appeared and the
Treasured One has come!” And the Herald has called out: “O
people of earth! The gate of heaven has been opened and He
Who was promised in the Books of God, the Lord of the seen
and unseen, has come!”

There has come before the Wronged One he who was named
Muhammad-Rida. We have remembered you with spirit and
fragrance, and remember you in this blessed Tablet. When you
see and read it, say: “Praise be to You, O my God, for having
caused my name to flow from Your Most Exalted Pen in var-
ious Tablets, and for having enabled me to turn to You and
attain Your presence, when most of Your servants and crea-
tures were debarred therefrom. Glory be to You, O my God!
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Yours is the greatness and the praise, the might and the eter-
nity. I testify that Your grace has encompassed me and Your
mercy has preceded me, such that You have illumined my heart
with the light of Your knowledge, my sight with beholding the
horizon of Your Manifestation and visiting the traces of Your
Pen, and my hearing with hearkening to Your call. O Lord! I
beseech You by Your supreme benevolence and by Your Most
Great, Most Pure, Most Exalted Name to protect me through
Your power and sovereignty and to ordain for me every good
thing recorded in Your Book. Then send down upon me from
the heaven of Your bounty that which befits Your generosity
and grace, and assist me to remain steadfast in Your love. Ver-
ily You are the Powerful, the All-Bountiful, the Sovereign, the
Bestower, the Ever-Flowing.”
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BHO05072

To: Aga Mirza Ali Akbar, in Isfahan
Date: 1306-09 [1889-Apr]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

Glory be unto Thee, O my God! I testify to Thy sovereignty
and Thy power, to Thy oneness and Thy authority, and that
Thou art God and there is none other God but Thee. Thou
hast ever been the One Who dominates all things and Who
exercises power over all who dwell in the kingdom of names.
Thy mercy and loving-kindness have preceded all else, and Thy
grace and bounty have encompassed all things. I beseech Thee,
O Sovereign of existence and Lord of the seen and unseen, by
Thy Call whereby all things were attracted, and by the light
of Thy countenance whereby earth and heaven were illumined,
to aid Thy servants to stand firm in Thy Cause and to arise
to serve Thee. O Lord! Thou beholdest him who hath turned
unto Thee, and hath held fast unto Thy cord, and hath set his
face toward the lights of Thy countenance. Ordain for him, O
Lord of the worlds, that which will gladden his eyes and the
eyes of Thy loved ones. Then send down upon him from the
heaven of Thy bounty and the clouds of Thy generosity the
rains of Thy grace. Verily Thou art the All-Powerful Whom
the hosts cannot hinder, and the Sovereign Whom veils cannot
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conceal. Thou art the One Who speaketh both in the beginning

and in the end. There is no God but Thee, the Mighty, the

All-Bountiful.

Port Said Al )y
He is the Helper .,\;jl\ »

The letter of his honor Mirza ‘Ali-i-Akbar, upon him be the
Glory of God, together with fifty-seven tumans, was received
by the servant in the prison through the beloved of hearts, his
honor Aqa Mirza Asadu’llah, upon him be the Most Glorious
Glory of God, in the blessed month of Ramadan 1306.
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BHO00823

To: Mirza Abdullah et al., in Eqypt
Date: 1306-09-01 [1889-May-1]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Greatness and the Power!

Praise be to the One Who is the Goal of all, Who created
the world through His Word and nurtured it through various
means. The law of causation is firmly established, and the man-
ifestation of all things occurs through definite and determined
means. Exalted be His Command and His Greatness!

For every matter there is an appointed time and a destined
cause. Through contemplation of this station and observation
of this utterance, one attains to the light of the Divine Sun of
Justice. Divine decrees are contingent upon means, and these
means and causes have been and continue to be the education
of His servants. We beseech the True One to assist these ser-
vants to achieve that which leads to progress and elevation.
Verily, He is the Commander, the Ruler, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.

And prayers and peace be upon Him Whom the Tongue of
Eternity and the Lord of Nations praised in the world: “But
for Thee, I would not have created the celestial spheres.” Glory
be to our Lord! With one step He transcended the earth and
reached the heavens, nay, beyond the heavens, nay, beyond
justice and comprehension. Exalted be His power and magnif-
icent His sovereignty!

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Sl Al 6ls Lo ) e

N R B IR Y:
Jo e 5 e Slol el 5sek s
wde;o‘/\

)le,, o e By s p sl )
5 5h5k 0l o fadlie 5 pliz) sdiSle
bl 4Ly ol 3 5hue S B ol d&\ Jae
sy sbe Cu s Cley e O 5 Glas
b By by sle & el G ) s
A al el Wil i) e o

) o) Q) S

oL el gl ol Je o3l 5 s
;,Lt:.ujy;gu\grﬂ‘w Sl o3
S5l K Ly O SOV
J SNl G ey Sl 5 235
Cebie 5 4,8 Clo STyl s Jue G

bl

168

3

1

o


https://joshuahalltranslations.com/jalal/2017/10/Supplications-by-Bahaullah-1.pdf#page=63
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/559.pdf#page=30

-~

Vol. 89: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1306 A.H. (1888-1889) part II

BH00823

And upon His family and companions, whom God made the
letters of His Psalms, the words of His Books, the manifesta-
tions of His Will, the dawning-places of His Purpose, and the
sources of His justice and command — prayers sanctified from
beginning and end. The command belongs to God, the Lord
of the Last and the First.

Thereafter, the letter of that spiritual beloved arrived, bearing
good tidings and spreading blessed banners, for it was adorned
with the mention of God, exalted be His Glory. Without His
mention, all mentions are meaningless, and without His remem-
brance, one can dispense with the remembrance of the world.
In truth, the freshness, grace, and glory of the cities of unity
and detachment have been and will ever be through His men-
tion and praise. We hope these servants will not be deprived
of this life-giving station.

After reading, contemplating, and reflecting, we approached
the station and presented it. The Beloved, may our souls be
sacrificed for Him, says:

O Abdullah! Upon thee be My peace and My loving-kindness!
God willing, mayest thou be blessed with divine favors and
illumined and adorned with the light of God’s love. May such
a sweet fragrance be diffused from the deeds of thyself and
the friends of that land that perhaps the manifestations of
religion and trustworthiness in that land may transform the
grief coming from other directions.

Today, deeds are necessary, especially deeds from which the
fragrance of service and trustworthiness emanates. The affairs
of the Threshold have descended like swords upon the temple
of trustworthiness, truthfulness, and purity. Say:

My God, my God! Adorn the heads of Thy loved ones with the
crown of trustworthiness and detachment, their temples with
the ornament of justice and righteousness, and their hearts
with the raiment of unity and harmony. I beseech Thee, O
my God and the God of the Kingdom of Names, to ordain for
Thy loved ones that which will exalt them among Thy creation
and cause them to be adorned with Thy virtues, whereby the
horizons of Thy servants’ and creatures’ existence may be illu-
mined. Verily, Thou art the Generous One, possessed of great
bounty and supreme mercy. There is no God but Thee, the
Almighty, the All-Powerful.

We make mention of the loved ones and ask for each honor,
blessing, and exaltation. However, that which has been and
continues to be the cause of elevation, ascendancy, and the
manifestation of the stations of existence is unity. To this
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testify the Supreme Concourse, the Most Exalted Pen, the
Most Exalted Paradise, the Supreme Heaven, the Most Sub-
lime Word, and the Divine Lote-Tree.

Praise be to God! The outpourings of the Pen of Providence
have seized and quickened the world, especially His loved ones.
No seeker hath been deprived, and no aspirant forbidden. From
His Ocean of mercy, I beseech and implore that He deprive
none of the inhabitants of earth from this heavenly News and
eternal Cause. He is the Powerful, He is the Mighty.

Concerning what was mentioned about his honor Darvish
Niyaz, may God strengthen him, it brought joy, and this
evanescent servant beseeches the True One, exalted be His
glory, to assist him in mention, praise, and service to His
Cause, and to unveil that which leads to elevation and
advancement.

When mention of his honor was made in the presence of the
Master, He said:

O Niyaz! Upon thee be the peace of the All-Bountiful! It is
intended that the Tree send unto thee its wondrous, sublime,
and gathered fruits, and the Pen desireth to manifest its hidden
pearls and send them as a gift, that thou mayest remember
the time of attaining His presence. We beseech God in all
conditions to enable thee to witness and hearken with thine
own sight and hearing, detached from the sight of the world
and the ears of the nations, and to assist thee in such wise
that thou mayest take the most exalted cup before the faces of
humanity and drink therefrom in His Name, the All-Bountiful,
the Generous. Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds. End.

This servant also conveys greetings to him and beseeches from
God, exalted be His glory, whatsoever is befitting. Verily, He
is the Forgiving, the Merciful.

Another matter: From his honor Aga Khan, may God the
Exalted strengthen him, petitions were received, and there was
also a letter addressed to you which was given to his honor the
Most Great Name, upon him be God’s peace and favors, and
placed in this servant’s envelope in His presence. Search for it;
perhaps it may be found there. However, the aforementioned
Khan’s situation has not yet become clear.

In every gathering he has denied this Cause, yet he has men-
tioned words similar to the mentions he made in this land, from
which the fragrance of irreligion wafts. This time a Tablet was
specifically sent to him. It is hoped that he may attain to that
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which he himself had previously written, appear with a single
face, and be illumined. In any case, we are not without hope.
God’s grace is abundant; perhaps it may encompass him. Ver-
ily, He is the Most Merciful of the merciful ones and the Most
Generous of the generous ones.

Concerning the mention made of his honor Haji Ali Akbar,
upon him be God’s peace, after it was presented before the
Master’s face, He said:

He is the Remembering, the Helper. The Wronged One de-
sireth to make mention of him who was named Ali, before
Akbar, that the mention may attract him to God, the Lord of
lords. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to adorn him with the
ornament of goodly character and assist him in that which He
loveth and pleaseth. Verily, He is the Protector of whosoever
turneth unto Him and the Desire of those in the heavens and
the earth.

Give thanks unto God, thy Lord, for having enabled thee to
turn unto Him and made thee of the party of unity amidst the
parties. Say:

Praise be unto Thee, O my God, my Lord and my Support,
for having sent down unto me from the heaven of Thy bounty
the blessing of Thy recognition. I beseech Thee to enable me
to achieve what Thou hast chosen for me in Thy Book. O my
Lord! T am Thy servant and the son of Thy servant. I hold fast
to the cord of Thy grace and seek refuge at Thy threshold. I
beseech Thee to ordain for me the good of the hereafter and of
this world. Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Generous.
There is none other God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise.

This servant supplicates success on their behalf and implores
his Lord to acquaint him with that which will profit him in all
the worlds of His worlds. Verily He is the Mighty, the All-Wise.
All the loved ones in that land are remembered and, praise be
to God, have attained His grace. We beseech God, our Lord
and the Lord of the throne and earth, to aid them to achieve
that whereby their stations may be exalted in His presence
and to ordain for them the reward of those who are nigh and
sincere. Verily He is the Omnipotent, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed. Peace and mercy and bounty be upon you and
upon the assured servants of God.
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To: Agqa Muhammad Rida Nahhas, in Nazareth
Date: 1306-09-11 [1889-May-11]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful!

Praise be to God Who has caused all things to speak forth His
remembrance and praise, and has chosen from among them
His servants whom He has made mirrors of His names and at-
tributes, and has manifested from them one who summoned all
to His path and guided them to the standard of His justice, the
heaven of His grace, and the luminary of His bounty. Prayers
and peace be upon the Lord of the Prophets, the Sovereign
of the Chosen Ones, and the Beloved of the saints, through
whom His verses were spread abroad and the fragrance of
His Revelation was diffused and His commandments and laws
were brought forth—-He who was named by the Most Beauti-
ful Names among the Concourse on High and the people of
the kingdom of creation—and upon His family and companions,
through whom the pavilion of glory was raised among the na-
tions and the breeze of divine knowledge wafted over the world,
and through whom God revealed what was hidden in knowl-
edge and veiled from sight. Verily, He is the All-Powerful, the
Unconstrained.

3 Thereafter, the letter of that heart’s beloved came as a
Kawthar of love and faithfulness, quenching the thirst of
separation and bestowing the rest of reunion. After its reading
and perusal it was presented before the face of the Master
and achieved the honor of His attention. He—may our spirits
be sacrificed for Him—said: “O Rida! The Wronged One sends
His greetings to you and beseeches God to strengthen you in
His remembrance and praise, and in acting according to what
He has revealed in His Book, and to give you to drink, at all
times, of the choice wine of divine knowledge, and to enable
you to perform good deeds and to manifest praiseworthy
characteristics. Verily, He is the Lord of creation. He counsels
you with that which brings joy to the eyes of the sincere ones
and gladdens the hearts of those who are near. Through
deeds are the stations of men made manifest. Verily, He is the
Self-Sufficient, the Most High. There is no God but Him, the
Mighty, the All-Bountiful. Beware lest the affairs and events
of this world prevent you from the bounty of the next world
and its effulgences. Verily, He is the One with power over
whatsoever He willeth. Neither the might of His servants nor
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the power of those who have denied the Day of Judgment can
prevent Him from what He desireth.”

In truth, this servant was greatly gladdened by the letter of
that spiritual beloved, for it was adorned with the mention of
the people of divine unity. I beseech the True One, exalted be
His glory, on behalf of each one, for that which is the cause
and means of enduring remembrances and eternal attributes.
Once, when I was in the presence of the Master, He said to
write to Rida to [recite] this blessed verse. His blessed and
exalted Word:

5 “And whosoever feareth God, He will make for him a way out,

and will provide for him from whence he expecteth not. And
whosoever putteth his trust in God, He will suffice him. Verily,
God will accomplish His purpose. Indeed, God hath set a
measure for all things” O Rida! Hold fast unto fear of God.
Verily, it will guard thee from all that God loveth not. The fear
of God is a blessed and beloved garment that preserveth man
from the darts of Satan and guardeth him from every rejected
deed and forbidden mention. Praise be to God that you are
mentioned and are holding fast to the cord of love. Blessed be
youl!

It was not permissible to mention in letters or recite in the
presence of the believers, upon them be God’s peace, for the
understanding of the servants falls short of comprehending cer-
tain divine verses. This may give rise to controversy, as the
Shi’ih sect’s imaginings have led to suspicion and doubt - they
may infer from a word that which never crossed the mind of the
speaker. O Rida, hold fast to the hem of silence, for therein
lies safety. In the tradition it is stated: “O Abu Dharr, for
everything there is evidence - the evidence of intellect is con-
templation, and the evidence of contemplation is silence.” And
likewise it is said: “The most excellent worship is silence.” The
virtues of silence are many. In truth it is a mighty fortress
for the protection of the servants. We beseech God, blessed
and exalted be He, to assist us in what He loves and is pleased
with.

Let this matter not escape the notice of that spiritual friend.
The perfect mystics, mature scholars, and those possessed of
protection and preservation have complained of speech and
praised and extolled silence. The servant beseeches his Lord
to adorn His servants with the ornament of silence and protect
them from the spark of speech.

Regarding what was written about breathing the air and
strolling in gardens and open spaces - this brought joy and
gladness. However, I beseech the True One to confirm you
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and this servant that we may discern the signs of divine
craftsmanship in all things and increase in thanksgiving and
praise. This is our blessing and His table of bounty. May it
remain and endure. Every mighty matter is easy and simple
before His favor. He brought His servants into being from the
ocean of generosity, and its traces are inscribed and recorded
by the manifest pen on the tablets of the servants’ existence.
We beseech Him, exalted be He, to preserve us from the evil of
the ungodly who have surrounded the abodes of the believers.
Praise be to Him, for He is the Goal of the mystics and the
Most Merciful of the merciful.

Another glad tiding is that the fruit of that spiritual friend’s
labor has appeared, and the signs of freshness and delicacy
from the spring rain of divine mercy are evident in the sent
wood. I beseech the Truth, exalted be His glory, to bless and
favor that friend with its manifest fruits, and to adorn the
true trees, which are the manifestation of human realms, with
wondrous, delicate, and novel fruits, that all may benefit and
utter the word “Grace and mercy belong to God.” Truly this
is cause for thanksgiving, for His bounty has become manifest
and the work has borne fruit. The servant bears witness that
He is the Powerful, the Mighty.

Regarding the fruits of that garden which were mentioned, this
is correct, for God has named those lands the Holy Land. Al-
though the actions of Yazid lowered its station in the eyes of
some, yet in the sight of those endowed with true knowledge
it was, is, and ever shall be the Holy Land. This is a robe of
honor bestowed by God, exalted be His glory, and none can
strip it away from it. Nay, by His very Self, the Truth, no one
has been or ever shall be able to do so. Verily He is the One
with power over whatsoever He willeth, and He is the Strong,
the Mighty. If it be possible, and can be arranged with the
utmost joy and fragrance, let them send several grafts from
each of those two varieties of plum that were described, as well
as from the peaches that were sent and the other trees that
were mentioned, though their fruits are not yet known. Now
is the time for this. This too is truly a service that benefits all.
That honored one knows well that whatever has been and is
being done is for the sake of God, that it may become a place
to delight the eyes of His loved ones and a spot where the man-
ifestations of true love may find recreation. Since this work is
for the sake of God, its effects will certainly become manifest.
Verily our Lord, the Most Merciful, is the All-Forgiving, the
All-Merciful. Peace, mercy and loving-kindness be upon you
and upon God’s righteous servants.
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To: Abdul-Mihdi Falah (Hai) et al., in Baghdad
Date: 1306-09-08 ¢ [1889-May-8]

He is God, Exalted be His Majesty, His Grandeur and Power!

All praise, sanctified beyond the mention of those who praise
or are praised, befitteth that Dawning-Place of the Light of
Oneness, His Holiness Muhammad, Whose Law is an impreg-
nable fortress and Whose ordinances are the guardians of the
Faith. Through Him was the standard of Divine Unity raised
aloft and the decree of detachment made firm. Upon Him be
the blessings of God and His peace, and upon His family and
companions through whom God established the pillars of His
Cause and manifested His might and sovereignty. Verily He is
the All-Powerful, the Almighty.

And now, the letter of that beloved of the heart and apple of
the eye, upon him be the Most Glorious Beauty of God, which
was sent in the name of the spiritual beloved, Aqa Siyyid Taqi,
upon him be God’s everlasting peace, was forwarded to this
servant and after being read was presented before His presence.
O Abdullah! Praise be to God that thou art illumined by
the light of recognition of God, exalted be His Glory, and art
adorned with the ornament of steadfastness. Repeatedly hast
thou been mentioned and been the recipient of His favors. Say:

My God, my God! Aid the believers to celebrate Thy praise
and glorification and to serve Thy Cause, that through them
Thy signs may be spread among Thy creation and Thy praise
among Thy servants. I beseech Thee, O Lord of the nations and
King of eternity, by the Most Great Name, to protect Thy loved
ones from the evil of Thine enemies and the believers from the
oppression of the ungodly among Thy creatures. Then enable
them to act in accordance with what Thou hast revealed in Thy
Book whereby Thou hast distinguished between the obedient
and the rebellious. O Lord! Strengthen the foundations of Thy
servants for Thy service, then illumine them with the light of
Thy knowledge. Verily Thou art the Single, the One, the All-
Powerful, the Almighty.
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Make mention of the loved ones on behalf of the Wronged One.
We beseech God to aid all to wisdom and utterance, for wisdom
is the cause of the protection of the servants and the preserva-
tion of lands. Today what is needed is unity and concord. We
beseech God to aid and enable the various parties of the peo-
ple of unity that all may become united. When the decree of
unity is made manifest and the light of concord shineth forth,
the primordial power shall appear and encompass all. To this
testifieth every learned one, every fair-minded one, and every
just and informed one.

We wish to make mention of thy son who is named Abdul-
Mihdi in thy letter. Blessed is he in that he hath attained
to the service of the Cause. We beseech God, blessed and
exalted be He, to ordain for him that which perisheth not and
to protect him and draw him nigh unto Him in all conditions.
Verily He is the Bestower, the Mighty, the Generous.

In these days mention hath repeatedly been made of that spir-
itual beloved and apple of the eye, Abdul-Mihdi, upon him be
the Glory of God, and the reply to each one hath been sent.
This servant beseecheth his Lord, the Lord of earth and heaven,
to aid His loved ones unto that which attracteth the hearts and
souls. Verily He is the All-Powerful, the Single, the One, the
Mighty, the Loving.

Concerning their mention of visiting Karbila and Najaf, and
likewise meeting with the holy ones, upon them be God’s peace,
and mention of the heedless Dowlatabadi - that heedless one’s
deeds have been and remain evidence of his station, as do his
words and actions. This latest deed of his is fully known and
evident in the prison. That unjust one committed, for the sake
of two days of life, that which darkened the world of justice and
fairness. The deluded party has, from the beginning until now,
been occupied with and uttered such deeds and words that
their mention causes sorrow to the people of the cities of joy
and delight. The earthworms dwell in clay and were not and
are not capable of soaring in this refined atmosphere.

In these days two matters have become manifest, that those
possessed of insight might distinguish between the people of
the Most Sublime Vision and others, and become aware. First
is the deed of His Holiness Ashraf, may my spirit be sacrificed
for him - his deed testifies to his detachment and bears witness
to his love and yearning. Freely did he sacrifice his life in the
path of the Beloved of the worlds. The other matter is the deed
of the heedless Dowlatabadi, who through a thousand deceits,
tricks and hypocrisies preserved his life. Were this servant to
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mention those whom wealth, glory, fortune and life did not
prevent from sacrificing their spirits and lives in God’s path,
he would need to compose a book. But where are the eyes
and where are the ears? Dowlatabadi was not with the Truth
and had and has no knowledge of the Cause, yet he dismisses
this vile deed, grievous wrong and great oppression before his
followers with two words. That party walks exactly like the
Shi’ih party and is caught in the same vain imaginings. Leave
them in their idle sport. They cling to the name while deprived
of the meaning. But that heedless one’s deed has melted hearts
and set aflame the city of steadfastness. It has indeed melted
the heart and produced a mighty effect. The servant asks his
Lord to aid him to be fair and to return. Verily He is the

Generous, the Bountiful, and He is the Forgiving, the Merciful.

They mentioned those two honored souls, upon them be God’s
peace and care. Two blessed Tablets were sent especially for
them. It is hoped they will drink from the ocean of His words
and adorn the world with the garment of awareness. However,
a trustworthy, steadfast and reliable person must carry and
deliver them, that they might find from them the fragrance of
care and kindness.

And they mentioned Husayn-i-Sukhti. Would that someone
had told him: You were not in the Land of Ta, nor were you like
Siyyid Muhammad after arriving in Iraq. He would come and
go before Us. By the life of the Desired One, he was unaware
of the root of the matter. Apart from these considerations,
how did he know what transpired before the Primal Point and
from whom it came? Say: If you find for yourself hearing, sight
and heart, return to the sacred writings. They will guide you
to a manifest light and mighty news. But he was not and is
not capable of being guided. Hatred has overcome and erased
the white point. However, our duty is prayer. Through God’s
grace and favor, all corruption, contention and conflict have
been strictly forbidden. Therefore we must seek everyone’s
deliverance from the ocean of divine generosity and ask justice
and fairness for each one. He is the Generous and He is the
Bountiful.

2 Mention hath also been made of Shaykh Rajab and his son

Mahmud, upon both of whom be God’s peace. After being
presented before Us, We said: “O Rajab, upon thee be God’s
peace. Thy mention hath come before the Wronged One. We
make mention of thee and beseech God, blessed and exalted
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be He, to aid thee and thy son in that which He loveth and is
pleased with, and to ordain for you both, from the wonders of
His bounty, the best of this world and the next. Verily, He is
the Most Merciful of the merciful ones, and the Ultimate Goal
of those who are nigh and sincere.

We make mention of Our loved ones and counsel them to per-
form goodly deeds and display praiseworthy conduct, and to
do that which distanceth man from ignorance and draweth
him nigh unto knowledge, sanctifieth him from corruption and
adorneth him with reformation. By God’s life! We love to
see each one of you sanctified from rancor and hatred, and
adorned with love and fidelity. We beseech God to send down
upon you, from the heaven of grace and bounty, a mercy from
His presence and a blessing from His own Self. Verily, He is
the Forgiving, the Merciful. There is none other God but He,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.”

The friends have always been and continue to be remembered.
We beseech and implore God, exalted be His glory, to cause His
loved ones to attain unto that which is the source of the light
of knowledge and wisdom, and likewise to grant them success
in achieving fellowship and unity. Verily, He is the Powerful,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

As commanded, association with Husayn-i-Sukhtih is not per-
mitted, for he is consumed with the fire of hatred and is de-
prived of justice and fairness, unless he should return. Leave
him to himself, placing your trust in God, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed.

Peace, mercy and glory be upon you and upon God’s righteous
servants.

7 The servant 8 Ramadan 1306
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To: Mirza Abdullah Falah from Sad et al., in Baghdad
Date: 1306-09-08 [1889-May-8]

In the name of God, transcendent is His glory, His greatness
and power!

Praise, glory, mention and splendor befit the most holy and
exalted Court of the Desired One, Who caused two fountains
of life-giving water to flow forth from the source of two letters.
From the Kaf of Being, generosity was made manifest, which
became the cause of existence. And from the Nun appeared
the realm of preservation and encompassment. Such power lies
concealed within these two that should all created things ap-
pear with countless tongues and praise them until the endless
end, they would never fathom their essence and would find
themselves utterly impotent and wanting.

3 Glory be to God! Though the mysteries of creation have been
inscribed by the Pen of Power upon every leaf, every stone,
and upon every countenance among the temples of existence,
yet all remain heedless and veiled. Especially in this age and
dispensation when the blessed words “The Kingdom is Mine”
have been written in most prominent script upon all things.
The sorrow of this evanescent servant is that eyes are rare that
might see, and ears scarce that might hear.

1 The world-illumining Sun is the greatest witness to His be-
stowal and His nurturing grace, and the ocean is the most per-
fect manifestation of His bounty and education. The existence
and continuance of all things outwardly depend on these two
by the command of the Desired One - exalted be His dominion
and glorified be His giving. There is no God but Him.

5 And blessings and peace be upon the Manifestation of God’s
knowledge, the Dawning-place of His inspiration, and the
Dayspring of His revelation, through Whose appearance the
idols fell and the conditions of vain imaginings were erased,
and the Herald called out from the most exalted station:
“He hath come through Whom the Corner and the Station
were adorned.” And upon His family and companions, whom
God made the roses in the gardens of His knowledge, flowing
springs for His servants, and rising suns for His earth and
heaven - they through whom the foundation of wisdom and
utterance was strengthened, and the mysteries of the Book
were revealed amongst all religions.
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The letter of that honored brother, which brought glad tidings
of health and well-being, and bespoke his turning, steadfast-
ness, and nearness unto the Mighty, the All-Bestowing, hath
been received. At its arrival I rendered thanks and offered
praise unto God, glorified be His majesty, for it was adorned
with the remembrance of His loved ones. Then, after being
seized with attraction, joy, and gladness, I turned toward the
sacred Presence and presented before His face all that was con-
tained in the letter. It was admitted unto the grace of His
beholding and hearing. He said:

“O Abdullah! Upon thee be the peace of God. Thy re-
membrance hath ever been and continueth to be before the
Wronged One. Praise be to God that thou art confirmed
in remembrance, praise, recognition and turning unto God,
exalted be His glory. Convey the greetings of the Wronged
One to the loved ones in that land. We beseech God to aid
them all and protect them from the vain imaginings of the
Shi’ih sect. By the life of the True One! Most of what that
people possess consisteth of calumnies. They have departed
from the law of Muhammad and are bereft of the light of
Ahmad. They have taken their idle fancies as lords beside
God. By what knowledge and by what excellence did that
sect consider themselves the most learned and most excellent
of all? The Wronged One, however, testifieth that they are
ignorant ones possessing neither justice, nor wisdom, nor
fairness. We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to
preserve every party among the parties of the earth who shall
come after from the vain imaginings, beliefs and calumnies
of these people. Verily He is the Protector, the Mighty, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

“O Abdullah! The people of unity have grown weak, and this
weakness hath resulted from discord. The weakness of every
party, both in the past and future, hath all been due to dis-
cord. Say: O friends! Ye are drops of one ocean and leaves of
one tree. Turn from what ye possess unto what God posses-
seth. By the blessed Word of God which set hearts ablaze and
sent them to the place of sacrifice - for each of you who hath
drunk from the cup of steadfastness there is a station which,
were it to be revealed, all the world and its treasures would
appear as worthless clay. Transform depression and withering
through the fire of divine love and walk in the footsteps of the
Wronged One. Man without deeds and worship is like a tree
without fruit, and deed without effect. Whoso hath found the
sweetness of worship would not exchange a single deed or re-
membrance for all that existeth. Fasting and prayer are two
wings for existence. Blessed is he who soareth with them in
the atmosphere of the love of God, the Lord of the worlds.
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“At all times have We forbidden the loved ones from contention
and corruption, but hearing ears are lacking. In the great city
that was kindled which burned the liver of justice and melted
the body of fairness. Greed and avarice have prevailed over
contentment and detachment. Now those two helpless ones
dwell concealed in dark corners. Beseech God to guide His
servants and adorn them with the ornament of fairness. Verily
He is powerful over all things. Peace be upon thee from Us
and upon those who have acted according to what they were
commanded in the Book of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.”

This blessed age has received a full portion of praise and thanks-
giving, and has attained to that which is acceptable in the sight
of God. Today is the day for the manifestation of virtues and
noble qualities. If words have no witness, they shall not at-
tain to the station of acceptance, and the witness of words has
ever been and shall ever be deeds. We beseech God, exalted
be His glory, to assist all and grant success as befitteth. This
evanescent servant conveyeth greetings to each of the friends
and seeketh for all that which is everlasting and eternal.

As to the mention of the esteemed friend, Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza
Habibullah, upon him be the Glory of God, the Most Glorious,
and likewise the mention of his petition, after its presentation,
they stated at the Supreme Spot: “Praise be to God Who
assisted him to turn towards Him and enabled him to achieve
that which was revealed in His perspicuous Book. We beseech
God, blessed and exalted be He, to ordain for him every good
that He hath revealed in His Book and to decree for him a
bountiful reward. Verily, He is the Omnipotent, the Almighty.”
And as to his intention to journey to this direction, permission
is granted. God willing, may he proceed to this Spot with
joy and radiance and attain to that which is intended. This
servant also conveyeth greetings to him and beseecheth God,
exalted be His glory, to assist His loved ones in that which will
lead to the reformation of the world and the refinement of the
souls of all peoples.

Regarding the Huquq, according to the command, twenty-five
tumans should be given to Jinab-i-Amin Effendi, upon him
be God’s peace, as this was promised to him previously but
until now its payment was not possible. Now that honored
one should pay it on behalf of the Master. And to Jinab-i-Aqga
Mirza Zaynu’l-‘Abidin from the land of Kaf, due to his illness,
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the sum of ten tumans should be delivered, and the remainder
should be given to Jinab-i-Aqga Siyyid Murtada and two of the
friends from Dawlat-Abad whom he himself has mentioned. If
this deed be done for the sake of God, it is nearer to piety
than if done in the name of religion. The servant beseecheth
his Lord to assist him in that which He loveth and is pleased
with, to give him to drink from the cup of divine knowledge at
all times - verily He is the Mighty, the Bestower - and to open
before his face the gates of blessing and wealth. Verily, He
doeth what He willeth and He is the Forgiving, the Generous.

And concerning what was written about the sons of Khalil and
the heirs of Kalim, upon them be the Glory of God, the Most
Glorious, in the land of Kermanshah, He said: “Excellent is
what they have intended. God willing, may they be assisted
to accept the religion of Islam. Verily, it is the truth from
God, and we beseech Him, exalted be He, to assist them in
that whereby their names shall endure among names and their
remembrance among remembrances. Verily, He is the Omnipo-
tent, the All-Choosing.” End.

And as to the beloved of my heart, Jinab-i-Aqa ‘Abdu’l-Mahdi,
upon him be the peace of God, and regarding the mention of
his intention to pay the Huquq, these matters were submitted,
whereupon He said: “We have forgiven him the Huquq.” We
beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to accept what he
intended of goodly deeds and to transform this intention into
the rain of mercy, and to water the fields of hopes in His path,
that there may grow therefrom that which shall testify to the
permanence of the earthly and heavenly kingdoms. As to at-
taining His presence, praise be to God they have attained, but
in these days attendance is not permitted, as it would be con-
trary to wisdom. We beseech God to grant the deniers of the
meeting with Him a sense of justice, for were they to attain
unto justice, they would know with manifest certainty that this
Wronged One has never desired nor desires aught save the ref-
ormation of the world and the refinement of nations. This year
how many souls, by command and permission, have turned to-
ward the Ka’bih of mankind. The command is in His hand and
success lies in His grasp. He aids whom He willeth as a bounty
from His presence, and He is the All-Bountiful, the Most Gen-
erous. We beseech God to aid all to perform goodly deeds and
to observe what He hath revealed in His Book. Verily, He is
the All-Powerful, the Almighty....

How great the indolence and injustice for man to forsake this
ascension [of prayer| and attach himself to Qarun!...

BRL_IOPF+#1.03x, BRL_TOPF#1.10x, DAS.1915-05-13x
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Study guide to this volume

The second installment from the year 1306 A.H. presents a different face of Baha'u’llah’s late
ministry: less doctrinal argument and historical polemic, more the intimate texture of a sacred
community being nourished, corrected, and held together by a continuous flow of revelation. The
tablets of this volume move easily between cosmic proclamation and personal pastoral care —
between the announcement that the Concourse on High has cried “The veil has been rent asunder”
and the tender blessing of named individuals, families, and handmaidens. Yet the pastoral and the
cosmic are never separate. Each letter received and answered, each commendation of a steadfast
believer, each meditation on Islam’s lost glory or the nature of love — these are all, in Baha’u’llah’s
understanding, instances of the same divine generosity flowing through a revealed word that “giveth
life to the servants.”

Love as Cosmic Force and Human Discipline

Key Passages

Exalted be God, the Sovereign Lord, Who hath created love and made it to be the
greatest sign and an affliction for all humanity. Every mighty heart is humbled before
its sovereignty, and every radiant countenance hath paled before its penetrating power
and awesome majesty. Love, verily, is the animator of the world and the attractor of
the hearts of men. It is the best of adornments and the dispeller of every affliction.
It entereth the hearts, though not as physical things enter into each other, and it
conquereth the kingdoms of existence, though not as kings triumph over earthly realms.

Yea, love is silent, yet speaketh forth; it is compassionate, yet revengeth men’s wrongs.
— BH02217

It is that which God hath chosen for His own Self in the Day of Resurrection, and
through which He hath shed the splendors of His light upon all creation. Whereupon
the leaves have rustled, and the horizons have been illumined, and the lovers have sighed,
and the nightingale hath trilled out its melody in the Day of the Covenant, saying: “He
Who is the King of Eternity and the Best Beloved of the Worlds is come!”— BH02217

Context for Study

BH02217 was revealed on the occasion of a wedding, but it quickly transcends the congratulatory
form to become one of the most theologically dense meditations on love in the entire Baha’i corpus.
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The opening paradox — love as simultaneously “the greatest sign” and “an affliction” — places it in
the company of the great mystical celebrations of ishq in Islamic literature, above all those of Rumi,
for whom love is precisely that which breaks the comfortable self in order to reconstitute it at a
higher register. The claim that “love is silent, yet speaketh forth; it is compassionate, yet revengeth
men’s wrongs” echoes the dialectical logic of Sufi poetry, in which the beloved’s absence is the form
of presence and the wound is the form of healing. But Baha’u’llah’s treatment is also cosmological:
love is the “animator of the world,” the force through which God’s light reaches creation. This
connects to the Sufi divine saying “I was a Hidden Treasure and loved to be known” — God’s
love as the cause of creation itself. Christian readers will recognize the Johannine “God is love”
(1 John 4:8) and the Augustinian amor as the organizing force of all existence; Buddhist readers
may compare the Mahayana concept of karuna (compassion) as the ground of the bodhisattva’s
activity. What is distinctive here is that love’s affliction is not merely a spiritual discipline but a
cosmological fact: the very structure of creation is characterized by longing, and the Day of the
Covenant — Baha’u’llah’s own Dispensation — is the Day in which that cosmic longing finds its
answer.

Questions for Reflection

1. Baha’u’llah describes love as simultaneously “the best of adornments” and an “affliction.”
How does holding these two together differ from more comfortable accounts of love as purely
beneficent?

2. The tablet says love “entereth the hearts, though not as physical things enter into each other.”
What is being asserted about the ontological status of love here, and how does it compare
with Plato’s account of eros in the Symposium as a form of mediation between the divine and
the human?

3. Baha'u’llah opens a wedding tablet with a meditation on cosmic love rather than practical
counsel for married life. What does this choice reveal about his theology of human relation-
ship?

4. The claim that God chose love “for His own Self in the Day of Resurrection” attributes love
to God as an attribute of His self-disclosure. How does this compare with the theological
traditions that place love within the Trinity (Augustine) or at the heart of divine nature
(Aquinas)?

5. How does the image of the nightingale singing “He is come!” in the Day of the Covenant
situate human love within the larger narrative of divine revelation?

Prayer as Self-Effacement: The Inner Stance of Devotion

Key Passages

When a man commenceth the recitation of the Obligatory Prayer, he should see himself
severed from all created things and regard himself as utter nothingness before the will
and purpose of God, in such wise that he seeth naught but Him in the world of being.
This is the station of God’s well-favored ones and those who are wholly devoted to Him.
— BH11831
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O Lord my Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy tribulations and imprisonment and by what
hath befallen Thee in the prison-city of Ta, and by the lights of Thy Revelation and
the stations that have been honored by Thy footsteps... Aid them to achieve that which
Thou lovest and art pleased with, and withhold them not from the fountainhead of Thy
knowledge and the dawning-place of Thy wisdom. — BH11870

Context for Study

BH11831 offers one of the most concentrated descriptions in Baha’u’llah’s writings of what de-
votional practice actually demands of the practitioner. The account of obligatory prayer is not
liturgical instruction but a phenomenology of the interior state required: total severance from “all
created things,” a self-understanding as “utter nothingness” before the divine will, and a vision that
perceives only God “in the world of being.” This language stands in a long line of Islamic mystical
tradition — the concept of fana’ (annihilation of the self in God) that runs from al-Hallaj through
the Sufi masters to Mulla Sadra’s account of the soul’s return to its origin. But Baha'u’llah does
not frame this as an advanced mystical achievement reserved for an elite; it is the inner stance
of the obligatory prayer, the condition of the “well-favored ones.” The prayer from BH11870, ad-
dressed by Baha’u’llah on behalf of His community rather than from it, reverses the direction: here
Baha’u’llah intercedes with God by invoking His own suffering — “Thy tribulations and imprison-
ment” — as the ground of appeal. This double movement — the believer effacing himself before
God, and the Manifestation interceding with God on behalf of the believer — maps the two poles
of Baha'’i devotion, and suggests that self-effacement and intercession are not competing theologies
but a single dynamic seen from two vantage points.

Questions for Reflection

1. Baha’u’llah defines the correct inner state for obligatory prayer as seeing oneself as “utter
nothingness.” How does this compare with the Christian contemplative tradition of kenosis
(self-emptying) and with the Buddhist anatta (non-self)? Is the goal the same in each case?

2. Is the injunction to regard oneself as “utter nothingness” in tension with the emphasis else-
where in Baha’u’llah’s writings on the nobility and dignity of the human person? How might
these two teachings be reconciled?

3. The prayer in BH11870 uses Baha’u’llah’s own suffering as a kind of intercessory currency.
What does this imply about the relationship between divine suffering and human petition?

4. How does the emphasis on interior state over exterior performance in BH11831 compare with
the Qur’anic critique of those who “pray but are heedless of their prayer” (Q. 107:4-5), and
with Jesus’ warning against prayer offered “to be seen by others” (Matthew 6:5)7

5. In what sense is prayer a form of knowledge, and how does the nothingness before God de-
scribed here relate to the epistemological humility Baha’u’llah calls for in matters of religious
recognition?

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 187



Vol. 89: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1306 A.H. (1888-1889) part II Appendix

The Martyrdom of Integrity: Ruhi and the Spiritual Cost of Refusal

Key Passages

“O My Afnan! Upon thee be My glory. The son of the wolf hath torn My lamb asunder,
the oppressor hath hamstrung My she-camel, and the serpent hath opened wide its
mouth and swallowed its master. The cause of that wronged one’s martyrdom was his
refusal to consent unto corruption.” — BHO01149

Yet, by the life of our Beloved, this setting was itself the cause and herald of many
risings. Were the heedless and the ungodly but aware of this station, they would never
venture upon such aggression. We beseech God to confirm His loved ones in patience
and steadfast endurance, and His enemies in justice and fairness. — BHO01149

Context for Study

The brief notice of the martyrdom of Ruhi in BH01149 is among the most morally concentrated
passages in this volume. Baha’u’llah’s own characterization of the cause — “his refusal to consent
unto corruption” — elevates what might appear to be a local incident of political violence into a
paradigm of moral integrity. Ruhi, addressed elsewhere in the corpus as a shepherd lamb (hence
the imagery of being “torn asunder”), was put to death not for preaching but for refusing to
capitulate to a demand whose nature is deliberately left general. The deliberate opacity is itself
revealing: what was asked of him belongs to the category of fasad (corruption) so universally
recognizable that Baha’u’llah does not need to specify it. This connects the martyrdom to an
ancient tradition of conscience that runs from Socrates’ refusal of impiety to More’s refusal of the
Oath of Supremacy, from the three young men who refused to bow to Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel 3)
to the Islamic tradition of istishhad (martyrdom) as bearing witness to truth in extremis. What is
distinctive in Baha’u’llah’s framing is the theodicy that immediately follows: this “setting” becomes
the “cause and herald of many risings.” Martyrdom, here as throughout the Baha’i narrative, is
not a defeat but a seed, and the oppressor’s certainty that violence terminates a witness is refuted
by the deeper logic of sacred history.

Questions for Reflection

1. Baha’u’llah says the cause of Ruhi’s martyrdom was his “refusal to consent unto corruption.”
How does this frame the relationship between integrity and sacrifice in a way that goes beyond
mere stubbornness or legal compliance?

2. The passage contains three parallel metaphors: lamb torn by a wolf, she-camel hamstrung,
and a serpent swallowing its own master. What does the last image add to the first two —
what happens to the oppressor in the logic of sacred history?

3. Compare the claim that Ruhi’s “setting was itself the cause and herald of many risings” with
Tertullian’s observation that “the blood of martyrs is the seed of the Church.” Is the claim
empirical, theological, or both?
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4. Baha’u’llah prays for His enemies “in justice and fairness” even as He mourns the martyrdom
of a believer. What does this dual prayer reveal about His understanding of the spiritual
condition of persecutors?

5. How does this account of martyrdom challenge the modern secular framing of religious violence
as purely a matter of social power, with no transcendent significance?

History and Moral Renewal: Islam’s Rise, Abasement, and the
Remedy

Key Passages

This nobility was attained and made manifest through the Muhammadan Revelation
and the Ahmadan Light. His grace caused dust to ascend above the heavens, and His
mercy enabled the people of the earthly realm of creation to reach the highest Paradise...
The place that was the abode of idols became the seat of the remembrance of the Lord
of all beings. Through the influence of the Muhammadan Word the lifeless world was
renewed, and the furnaces of polytheism and infidelity were transformed into gardens
of faith. The dumb spoke, the blind saw, and the deaf heard. — BHO01212

Know with absolute certitude that had the people of unity held fast unto the glorious
Law and acted according to that which the Lord hath commanded, they would not have
been afflicted with the abasement of this day.. One whose sole purpose and intention
was to reform the world and exalt the Cause of the favored community hath been called
a mischief-maker and imprisoned. — BHO01212

Context for Study

BHO01212 offers one of Baha'u’llah’s most sustained meditations on Islamic history: the extraordi-
nary transformation wrought by the Prophet Muhammad, through whom “the dumb spoke, the
blind saw, and the deaf heard,” and the subsequent collapse of Islamic civilization into “weakness”
and “abasement.” The analysis is pointed: the Muslim world’s contemporary degradation is not
a mystery of fate but the consequence of moral failure — the failure of those who professed unity
to actually practice the law of the God of unity. This is not anti-Islamic polemic but a prophetic
critique in the Amos tradition, the insider’s protest addressed to those who know better. It echoes
Ibn Khaldun’s sociological analysis of Islamic civilization (Mugaddimah), which located the decline
of Muslim polities in the loss of asabiyya (social solidarity) and moral vigor; it echoes the Qur’anic
theme that God “does not change the condition of a people until they change what is within
themselves” (Q. 13:11). The personal insertion is striking: Baha’u’llah notes that “one whose sole
purpose was to reform the world” has been called a mischief-maker and imprisoned. This is self-
reference, but it is embedded within the broader historical argument so seamlessly that it reads as
illustration rather than self-pity. The reform Baha’u’llah proposes is not a restoration of the past
but a renewal through the current Dispensation.
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Questions for Reflection

1. Baha’u’llah attributes Islamic civilization’s abasement to the failure of believers to “hold fast
unto the glorious Law.” What does this imply about the relationship between moral practice
and civilizational vitality — and how does it compare with Ibn Khaldun’s analysis and with
Max Weber’s thesis on religion and economic development?

2. The passage uses language strikingly similar to Isaiah’s account of the healing that follows
on the coming of the Lord (“the blind see, the deaf hear”). What theological work does this
allusion perform in a tablet addressed to Muslims?

3. Baha’u’llah praises the Muhammadan Revelation without qualification while critiquing the
subsequent community. How does this dual movement construct a Baha’i theology of revela-
tion that honors its predecessors while insisting on their transcendence?

4. The tablet links Baha’u’llah’s own imprisonment to the larger Islamic story of reformers being
persecuted by the communities they sought to renew. How does this placement of the personal
within the historical function rhetorically and spiritually?

5. What model of religious reform does this tablet imply: Is moral renewal primarily individual,
communal, institutional, or some combination? How does this compare with Protestant
Reformation models of semper reformanda?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

Volume 89 reveals a sacred community at the intersection of the cosmic and the intimate.
Baha’u’llah speaks with equal authority about the nature of divine love and the grief of a single
martyred shepherd; about the rise and fall of Islamic civilization and the proper inner stance at the
moment of obligatory prayer. The volume asks its readers to inhabit both registers simultaneously
— to understand that the great arcs of sacred history are played out in the small acts of fidelity
or corruption that constitute individual lives. The anonymous demand made of Ruhi, his quiet
refusal, and his death are, in Baha'u’llah’s telling, as historically significant as the Prophet’s
transformation of Arabia.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: How does the recognition that
history is made of small acts of integrity and corruption — of individual refusals and
consents — change what we understand as the primary theater of spiritual responsi-
bility, and what demands does this place on the believer navigating a world in which
“the fire of hatred and animosity” remains as present as the “ocean of grace”?
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