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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11
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60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 91

This fourth 1306/1888-1889 volume is pastoral and admonitory: Baha'u’llah repeatedly recalls
communities and individuals by name, blesses their steadfastness, urges teaching with wisdom,
and insists that the true vindication of the Cause lies in conduct rather than polemic. Again
and again the volume returns to a compact cluster of ethical themes—trustworthiness, chastity,
unity, detachment, steadfastness, obedience to the ordinances, and service through useful action—
suggesting a community being shaped not chiefly by new speculative doctrine, but by the moral and
administrative discipline required for endurance after decades of trial. That emphasis is especially
clear in the short excerpt BH11490, with its unambiguous insistence on obligatory prayer and
fasting, and in a series of brief tablets that distill recognition of the Manifestation into formulas of
loyalty, remembrance, and perseverance.

The most consequential item is BH00019, a long composite tablet of historical importance. It
revolves around an incident occurring in Istanbul involving the “rejected” Aqa Muhammad-‘Ali,
his alliance with Azalis, and the resulting scandal over money, false accusations, and damage to
the Baha’i community’s reputation. What makes BH00019 especially significant is not only the
historical glimpse it provides into intra-communal crisis, but the way Baha’u’llah uses that crisis to
restate the essential marks of the “people of Baha”: unity, detachment, chastity, trustworthiness,
and good deeds. The tablet repeatedly contrasts the purpose of revelation—healing division and
adorning souls with praiseworthy character—with the treachery of those who claim attachment to
the Cause while undermining it. It also appears to preserve an important late motif: the bounty
of having individual believers explicitly named and addressed by Baha'u’llah, presented almost
as a sign of the greatness of this dispensation. Closely related in tone and subject is BH00299,
another expansive, Khadim-like communication centered on the Afnan and their difficulties. Besides
reiterating the pain caused by opponents’ greed and calumny, BH00299 is notable for the practical
and moral counsel it embeds within a chain of personal replies: it praises occupation as a good deed,
explicitly enjoins prayer and fasting, insists that deeds must accompany profession, and links the
strengthening of the community to righteousness, justice, trustworthiness, and the overcoming of
contention. In historical value and thematic density, these two long tablets are the clear centerpiece
of the volume.

Among the shorter tablets, several stand out. BH02804 is brief but important because it condenses
the Istanbul affair into a sharp warning against treachery and frames steadfastness and faithfulness
as the appropriate answer to communal corruption. BH04603 and BH07346 are noteworthy for
their address to women: they show Baha'u’llah speaking directly to female believers in language
of spiritual dignity, receptivity, and enduring remembrance, and BH04603 in particular preserves
a substantial prayer for a believing woman that emphasizes detachment and efficacious utterance.
BH05866 and BH06860 are more proclamatory, turning outward against the denials of the Bayanis
and the Muslim divines, and are useful insofar as they show that even in these late, highly pastoral
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tablets Baha'u’llah still casts His mission in unapologetically eschatological and world-historical
terms. Finally, BH11490, though only a fragment, is striking for its bluntness: obligatory prayer
and fasting are here stated in uncompromising terms, a sharp reminder that the late tablets, for all
their tenderness, continue to insist upon concrete observance. Overall, this volume is less notable
for doctrinal novelty than for the vivid way it reveals the late Baha’i community being morally
shepherded through crisis: sustained by personal remembrance, but repeatedly recalled to the hard
disciplines of trustworthiness, unity, wisdom, prayer, fasting, and steadfast action.
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He is God, exalted be His station, the Greatness and the Power

2 Praise befitteth the most holy and exalted court of the Desired
One, Who hath aided His Afnan in assisting the Blessed Tree
and associated them with Himself. His is the bounty and the
generosity, and His is the glory and the power amongst the
peoples. And blessings and peace be upon Him Whom He
established in His own station amongst His creation, through
Whom He illumined His servants with the light of His oneness
and the radiance of His knowledge, He Who made Him a lamp
unto all who are in the heavens and the earth, and a glory
unto all who are in the kingdom of Command and Creation.
And upon His family and companions, whom He made the
shepherds of His flock, the protectors of His loved ones, the
guardians of His chosen ones, and the guides of His creation to
His straight path and His mighty Message.

May my soul be a sacrifice for your steadfastness, for your men-
tion, and for your utterance. The blessed letter, each word
of which was the dawning-place of joy and gladness and the
dayspring of delight and expansion, transformed the realm of
grief into supreme joy, to such extent that repeated smiles ap-
peared during its reading. I beseech the True One and hope
that He may aid that exalted person in all good and in every
service, and bring His servants and creation unto Him. Verily,
He is the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing.

After the visitation, reading and partaking of its bounty, we
proceeded to the Shrine where it was mentioned. He said: “The
letters of the honored Afnan, upon him be My glory and My
loving-kindness, became the cause of joy and gladness in the
days of sorrow. We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He,
to open through him the doors of the hearts of His servants,
and to change their hardship into ease and their difficulty into
comfort. Verily, He is the Lord of humanity and the Powerful
over whatsoever He willeth.
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BH00299

O My Afnan! Thy mention and thy letter brought supreme
joy to those in sorrow and manifest relief to those in hardship.
A group was gathered before Us to hearken, that joy might
take its place and reach its goal. We make mention of the son,
upon him be My glory and My loving-kindness, and the loved
ones there. O thou who gazest! Grieve not for what hath
befallen thee from those who have denied God’s favor, His
grace, His bounty and His gift. They are engaged in a great
scheme to harm the Wronged One. Glory be to God! They are
so consumed by the fire of greed, transgression, covetousness
and passion that it is beyond reckoning. They have taken
people’s wealth and deposited vast sums in the bank while
crying ‘woe unto us!” Truly, the like of such souls hath never
been seen. They have committed that which no oppressor hath
ever perpetrated. We beseech God to aid them to be just and
fair and to return unto Him. Verily, He is the Ever-Forgiving,
the All-Merciful.

Peace and glory be upon thee and upon the son and upon those
who love you for the sake of God, the Lord of the worlds.

This lowly servant at all times beseeches the King of existence
to protect that honored one from the evil of the associating,
lying, and commanding souls. Verily our Lord is the All-
Powerful, the Almighty. May He make manifest that which
will cause the spread of verses and the appearance of clear
signs. The Afnan, his honor Aga Siyyid Aqga, upon him be
Baha’u’llah’s glory - although news of his health and well-being
has outwardly reached and continues to reach the Most Holy
Court, nevertheless mention of his circumstances and affairs is

beloved.

The beloved of the heart, Jinab-i-Nazir, upon him be
Baha’u’llah’s glory and favors, is remembered with special
favors. This servant beseeches God to deliver him from the
imaginings of the ungodly, their suspicions, their calumnies
and their hatred. Verily He is the Strong, the Trustworthy.

His honor Aga Nuru’llah, upon him be God’s peace, is con-
firmed in what befits his presence with your honor. Likewise
his honor Aqa ‘Ali-Akbar and Aqa Muhammad, upon them be
God’s peace and favors - I send greetings and salutations to
all, and I beseech the All-Powerful on behalf of each one that
which leads to elevation. Verily He has power over whatsoever
He willeth.

May Qurratu’l-‘Ayn Rif’at, God willing, be adorned with an
exaltation befitting the fruits of this Name and be illumined
with spiritual qualities. God is witness and testament that this
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servant ceaselessly supplicates in His presence on behalf of His
loved ones for that which befits His favors. He is the Generous,
the Kind, the Mighty, the Bestower.

That which you wrote regarding that oppressive person - his
calumnies and lies have grieved the people of the cities of
truth, and it is just as flowed from your honor’s pen. In these
days they have appeared with complete wretchedness, they are
aflame with a fire that has had and has no equal. That great
miscreant’s wretchedness stems from his calumnies not being
believed and not attaining the honor of acceptance. In truth,
the likes of such souls have never been seen.

Regarding what you wrote about the affairs of the beloved of
the heart, his honor the Observer, upon him be Baha’u’llah’s
glory - I beseech God, exalted be His glory, to open the gates
of comfort and blessing upon him and to act with complete
steadfastness in accordance with what they have willed, for oc-
cupation is necessary and is reckoned before God among good
deeds. Verily our Lord is the Compassionate, the Generous.

Regarding the Greatest Holy Leaf, the honored mother, upon
her be Baha’u’llah’s glory and favors - after presentation in the
presence of the Master, He said: “O Afnan! Upon thee be My
glory and My favors. That which they have mentioned is the
truth in which there is no doubt. They have always been and
continue to be remembered. If wisdom requires it, We shall
summon them. Whenever you send a letter, write on behalf of
the Wronged One that which causes greatest joy and supreme
gladness. O Afnan! We have heard that with which thou didst
commune with God. In every word was stored the fire of thy
love and the light of thy trust and detachment. We beseech
God, blessed and exalted be He, to assist thee with the hosts
of the heavens and earth and to ordain for you the good of the
hereafter and this world. Verily He is the Lord of the Throne
and earth. There is no God but Him, the Most High, the Most
Exalted.” End.

Divine favors from the earliest days until now concerning that
noble person and his kin have been more evident than the sun
at its zenith. I beseech Him to manifest that which is the
cause of unity - truly separation is the cause of sorrows while
unity is the source of supreme joy. Verily He is the Hearer, the
Answerer, the Powerful, the Mighty. Peace, remembrance and
glory be upon you, upon those with you, and upon those who
are humble before the face of God, our Lord and the Lord of
the exalted Throne.
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5 When the petition reached its end, your blessed and noble

handwriting shone forth like the true Sun from the supreme
horizon of the heart, illuminating the court of hearts with the
light of joy. Indeed, your luminous handwritings are the glad-
deners of the spirit. We beseech God that these blessed pages,
which diffuse the fragrance of reunion and meeting, may not
be cut off, though the hands of the oppressors exist. The Com-
mand is in God’s hands, the Possessor of the unseen and the
seen.

In the beginning of the letter was mention of those who had
migrated unto God, and among the most pleasing and excellent
coincidences was that the letter of Muhammad, upon him be
the glory of God, was honored to be heard at the time of
its arrival, as this servant was present when the blessed letter
arrived and all that was contained therein was presented in
full.

As for Jinab-i-Muhammad, upon him be the glory of God, who
has been confirmed by God’s grace and favors in his detach-
ment from the name of Mulla Abdullah - blessed be he for that
which God enabled him to achieve, for in this most mighty,
most holy and most exalted Revelation, there hath proceeded
from the ignorant ones of Persia who are known as divines
that which proceeded not from Shimr and Yazid. In truth, the
tongues of Shimr and Yazid cry out in hell with these words:
“O God, O God! The time has come for Thee to forgive us, for
our evil deeds are as mercy compared to the evil deeds of the
ignorant ones of Persia.” I seek refuge in Thee, I seek refuge
in Thee, O my God, from their evil. I seek refuge in Thee,
O my God, from their tyranny. I seek refuge in Thee, O my
God, from their wretchedness. I seek refuge in Thee, O my
God, from the fire of their misbelief, their unbelief and their
discord.

Glory be to God! Their rebellion has caused them to speak
thus. Though right is not with them, yet these words are from
them. O my God, my God! Though outwardly the Pen has
written in jest, intending to bring a smile to Thy Afnan, yet
the mention of the deeds of these wretched ones has melted
hearts and consumed souls. O my God, my God! Bestow new
ears upon the people of the world and grant them penetrating
vision that they may see and hear that which will draw them
near unto Thee and guide them to Thy path. Verily Thou art
the Helper, and verily Thou art the Mighty, the Bestower.
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The first mention in the ear of the aforementioned one was 92
[Muhammad]. When presented, the court was illumined with
the lights of the Sun of permission. Permission was granted
and grace was evident. For each of those souls was mani-
fested that which is the supreme cause for the continuation
of existence. They directed that the Afnan should give the
glad-tidings of what had been revealed to the emigrants, that
they might thank God, the King of grace and favors, and the
Sovereign of justice and fairness.

That which was revealed for Ibrahim Effendi, upon him be [the
glory of God|:

He is God, exalted be His station, the Greatness and the Power

2 O Ibrahim! Upon thee be My salutations! The honored Afnan,

upon him be the loving-kindness and mercy of God, made men-
tion of thee. Therefore doth this Wronged One turn unto thee
at this moment. Verily, the Wronged One hath not uttered, nor
doth He utter, save that which draweth the servants nigh unto
God, the Lord of all worlds. He hath commanded all to that
which profiteth them in this world and the next, and giveth
them to drink that which stirreth the hearts of His servants and
guideth them to the Straight Path of God. It behooveth every-
one to beseech God, his Lord, to protect the people of unity
from the oppression of the ungodly who have encompassed the
lands and each day seize a portion thereof. We testify that
they are among the transgressors. Their deceit and oppression
have encompassed all. We beseech God, blessed and exalted
be He, to aid His loved ones with the hosts of the unseen and
to guard them by His sovereignty which embraceth all who are
in the heavens and on earth.

Say: My God, my God! Thou seest me turning toward Thee
and holding fast unto Thy cord. I beseech Thee by the Word
which Thou hast made as a fire unto the ungodly and a light
unto the believers, and by Thy power which hath encompassed
all existence, both seen and unseen, to aid me to perform such
deeds as shall diffuse the fragrance of Thy good-pleasure. Then
preserve me, O my God, from all that Thy good-pleasure abhor-
reth. Verily, Thou art the Lord of the world and the Sovereign
of the nations. Thou doest what Thou willest and ordainest
what Thou pleaseth. Thou art, in truth, the Mighty, the All-
Praised.

O Ahmad! The Wronged One sendeth thee greetings and coun-
seleth thee to act in accordance with what God hath revealed
in His Book whereby He hath distinguished between truth and
falsehood, and through which the Herald hath cried out be-
twixt earth and heaven that there is none other God but Him.
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Blessed is he who hath heard and responded, and woe unto
the heedless. We counsel you to observe fasting and prayer
and that whereby the standard of unity and the banner of de-
tachment may be raised aloft. We beseech Him to assist thee
in drawing nigh unto Him in all conditions. Verily, He is the
Self-Sufficient, the Most Exalted.

O Hafiz, O Ismail! Preserve the Book of thy Lord, then act
according to it, that thy name may be inscribed among the
preservers in the Book of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
Hold fast unto righteousness in all conditions; verily it shall
deliver thee from the great terror and preserve thee from the
opposition of the opposers. We beseech God to ordain for thee
what He hath ordained for His loved ones. Verily, He is the
Protector of the sincere ones.

26 O Hafiz, O Rajab! I was sleeping when the Will of God, the

Almighty, the All-Powerful, awakened Me. When I arose, I
remembered the people through what He taught Me through
His grace. Verily, He is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. I
commanded the people to righteousness and piety, and forbade
them from tyranny and wickedness. I desired naught but to
extinguish the fire of hatred and animosity in the hearts of the
various peoples. Because of this, there befell Me that which
caused the hearts of the sincere ones to melt. We beseech God
to ordain for thee that which shall profit thee in all the worlds
of His worlds. Verily, He is the Bestower, the Possessor of
manifest grace.

7 O Uthman! Upon thee be the peace of the All-Merciful. Hear-

ken unto the call of the Wronged One. Verily, He desireth
naught through mention and utterance save to deliver mankind
from the chains of self and passion, and to strengthen them in
that which hath been commanded in the Book. Say:

My God, my God! Hlumine the hearts of Thy servants with
the light of Thy knowledge and adorn them with the ornament
of justice and equity. Then write down for me that which shall
cause me to seek refuge in Thy presence, to worship at Thy
threshold, and to hold fast unto Thy cord. Verily, Thou art
the Almighty, the Chosen One. O Lord! I am Thy servant and
the son of Thy servant. I desire from the heaven of Thy bounty
that which shall render me detached from all else save Thee.
Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

O Ahmad! We beseech God that He may strengthen thee to re-
form the world and empower thee to assist and aid His manifest
Faith. The oppressors have encompassed the people of unity,
and each day in some place the fire of corruption is kindled.
Say:
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O my God, my God! Help Thy servants among the people of
unity against the evil of those who have broken Thy Covenant
and Thy Testament and have wrought corruption in Thy lands.
O Lord! Assist them to act with justice. Verily, Thou art the
Possessor of bounty. There is none other God but Thee, the
Mighty, the All-Conquering, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O Ashiq! O Hasan! We beseech God to adorn you with goodly
deeds and praiseworthy conduct. Corruption, conflict and con-
tention are the attributes of predatory beasts of the earth,
while the attributes of man are benevolence, forbearance, love,
faithfulness, trustworthiness, religiosity and purity. We hope
that thou mayest attain to that which is the cause of the re-
finement of the souls of the people of the world. This is not
difficult for God.

Praise be to God! Special favors have encompassed all, and
that which is the cause of salvation in this world and the next,
both outwardly and inwardly, hath been made manifest to
each one. This servant, with hands of supplication and hope,
hath grasped the sacred hem and beseecheth Him to cause His
servants to attain that which promoteth the exaltation of the
Word of Unity. Verily, God is the All-Bountiful, the Ever-
Flowing, the Forgiving, the Merciful. In those regions and
these parts, all have been commanded to that which causeth
the light of the Sun of Unity to shine forth, and likewise they
have been forbidden from that which leadeth to division and
separation. Some time ago, His Honor Haji Mirza Musa - may
God assist him - attained the presence, whereupon it was said:
“O Musa! Be not idle like some of the Babis. Hold fast to fast-
ing and prayer. A person without deeds is, according to Christ,
like a tree without fruit, and a fruitless tree hath ever been and
will ever be fit for the fire.” If the blessed community had acted
or would act with clear certitude and firm steadfastness accord-
ing to that which they were commanded, surely this weakness
would be transformed into strength and this abasement into
glory. Blessed are they that act! Some of the servants are un-
aware and heedless of the purpose; therefore they have called
the Reformer of the world a corrupter. We beseech God to
cause all to attain that which leadeth to certitude and assur-
ance. Verily, God is the Almighty, the Powerful, and worthy
to answer prayer.

As to the petitions that were submitted, He said: “O My Af-
nan! We have heard the cry of the oppressed ones of the earth.
The Wronged One beareth witness to their oppression. We
beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to ordain for them
that which will bring comfort to their eyes, joy to their hearts,
and tranquility to their souls.” Praise be to God! The Afnan
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are possessed of true trust and have committed their affairs [to
God]. The means are in His mighty grasp. We beseech Him
to manifest that which is desired and beloved. Should the will
for existence in this land be realized, We ask thee to mention
them on behalf of the Wronged One and to give them the glad-
tidings of God’s grace, bounty and mercy. Verily, He is with
them under all conditions, to which testifieth He with Whom
is the knowledge of the Book. The reply to the petition of His
Honor Aga Mirza Ali-Rida - upon him be the Glory of God
- will be sent later. Praise and glory be upon you and upon
those who are with you.
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To: Baha’is of Bab Alif Sad in Kaf et al.
Date: 1306-12-10 [1889-Aug-7]

He is the One Who speaks in the Kingdom of Utterance.

O My loved ones! Hear the call of the Wronged One from the
direction of the prison. He is the Summoner, He is the Bearer
of Glad-Tidings, He is the Lord of Names and the Sovereign
Who does what He wills. Blessed is the ear that has attained
to hearing and the eye that has been illumined by beholding
the signs. In the midst of sorrows, the Lord of Religions and
the Desired One of all worlds has turned toward you and made
mention of you with a mention from which the fragrance of
eternity wafts, that your remembrance and your names may
endure in the Book of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

His honor Haydar-‘Ali has repeatedly made mention of the
friends of that land and its surroundings, and each one has
been honored with the tokens of the Ancient Pen.

Those who claimed relationship with the Truth have, in the
Great City, committed that which no opponent has ever com-
mitted. They have abandoned trustworthiness and cleaved to
treachery, and have become so consumed with the fire of greed
and passion that the Pen is powerless to describe it. Now they
have arisen to harm the Wronged One and to abase the Cause.
They stole a sum of money belonging to the Afnan and at-
tributed it to others. And when that which is hidden in the
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breasts and the treachery of eyes was revealed, they raised the
standard of hypocrisy. Some of those funds they gave to their
like so they would assist them in their falsehood, that they
might agree with them. Thus did their souls entice them.

5 O My friends in that land! Blessed are ye and joy be unto you,

for ye have attained to that which most of the servants have
failed to attain. We beseech God to give you to drink, from
the hands of grace and bounty, the Kawthar of steadfastness
and faithfulness. Verily He is the Lord of all beings and the
Ruler over whatsoever He willeth.

O Muhammad-Rida! Blessed is the house wherein My remem-
brance and praise have been raised, and blessed are the tongues
that have recited My verses and the souls that have gathered
therein to hear them in My days. Joy be unto thee, O Baqir,
and unto the spot that hath been honored by the footsteps of
My loved ones and wherein was raised the cry of those who
have turned toward Me in their longing to attain My presence,
the Mighty, the Wondrous.

O people of God! Take heed lest the might of the oppressors
frighten you or the allusions of the heedless hold you back from
this Momentous News. The glory from Us be upon you and
upon all who are steadfast and firm. We counsel you at the
end of this Tablet with the wisdom We have sent down in the

san SRS Bl o ab b el ratls
s.)f;.als\wd,& s dal | o573 RIS
M‘&J}w &JJ{W\M Klasls

ﬁ?ﬁpwqukfuéU}‘Q
55 ke O el Ll 8T 4 56 Y
a1 Saall 5 2Ll 65L) e BN 5 Bl

sl lo de S 5 (ol doe

3 655 oyl b Sl Gk ey 45 02 L
Gzl sid 5 GO 15 oY, Gl
Pl 5 3L L SOl U1 G Ll
AL <106 4wl 5 GU) padly O

)zl G T

o B Sk 2 0 FLL A O L
S ol L 1ds e ol o SN
3o g B s S U o
04 oo I G L Jlasal ST

Tablets from your Lord, the Almighty, the All-Powerful. L3l el S’
BLIB_ Or15716.012.23

BHO04589

To: Ghulam Ali father of Mihdi Kashani et al.

Date: 1306-12-10 [1889-Aug-T7]

He is the Hearer, the Answerer. ey CL:J\ P

O Ghulam-i-Qabil-‘Ali! Repeatedly hath mention of thee de-
scended from the heaven of bounty, and thy name hath been
recorded and inscribed by the Most Exalted Pen in the Book.
His honor Haydar-Qabil-‘Ali, upon him be My glory and loving-
kindness, hath repeatedly made mention of the people of K and
its surroundings, and each one hath attained to that which
hath had and hath no likeness. At this time the friends behind
Mashhad have been blessed with divine mention.
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O Muhammad-Qabil-Hashim!  Blessed art thou and thy
brother, and he who hath held fast to the strong cord of God.
And We make mention of him who is named Muhammad and
give him the glad-tidings of My turning toward him from this
distant station, that he may rejoice and be of the thankful
ones.

O °‘Ali! Hearken with thine inner ear to the call of the
Wronged One. Whatsoever thou beholdest in the world shall
pass away, while the mention of God hath endured and shall
endure through the perpetuity of His kingdom and dominion.
Cast away that which perisheth and take hold of that which
endureth. Verily thy Lord is the Counselor, the All-Knowing.
We convey Our greetings to the friends in that land and
counsel them to manifest supreme steadfastness. Be not
saddened by the vicissitudes of the world. Soon shall the
heedless utter the words “Alas for us!”, and become aware
of that which they have missed in the days of God. Then
shall they cry for help but receive no succor. We beseech
God, blessed and exalted be He, to aid you to do that which
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befitteth His Revelation, His Day and His mighty, wondrous Al 5
Cause. The glory be upon you from God, the Lord of all y 0
worlds. BLIB_ Or15716.013.14
BHO04603

To: Varaqih Sardar

Date: 1306-12-10 [1889-Aug-T7]

He is the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful £ gazll

O Leaf of the Bayan! Hearken unto the call of thy Lord, the
All-Merciful. He hath turned toward thee from the precincts
of the Prison, and I speak unto thee that which hath caused
the breezes of bounty and favor to waft. He is with thee under
all conditions. He hath heard what thy tongue hath uttered
concerning this Light through which earth and heaven were
illumined, and the Herald hath cried out from the direction of
the Throne: “The All-Bountiful hath come to His resting-place,
and that which was hidden from time immemorial hath been
made manifest.” Blessed is thy tongue for having made men-
tion of Me, and thy heart for having turned toward My horizon,
and thy face for having directed itself to the Dayspring of the
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signs of thy Lord, the Lord of all men. We beseech God that
through thy call He may attract the hearts of His handmaid-
ens and leaves, and ordain for thee that which shall gladden
hearts and bring solace to eyes. When thou hast quaffed the
choice wine of revelation from the hand of His bounty, and
hast attained unto this Tablet from whose horizon hath shone
the sun of the loving-kindness of God, the Lord of lords, say:

Glory be unto Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thyself
and by Thy signs which have set the world ablaze, and by Thy
Cause whereby Thou hast subdued the nations, that Thou
make me to be among those women whom the veils of glory
have not withheld, nor the veils of them that are gone astray,
and who have shone forth from the horizons of the heaven of
detachment with the lights of Thy Most Great Name. O Lord!
I am Thy handmaiden and the daughter of Thy handmaiden.
Thou hast manifested me, and strengthened me, and caused
me to know Thee, and guided me unto Thy recognition and
Thy path. I beseech Thee to make my mention to have effect
through Thy bounty and to bear fruit through Thy loving-
kindness. Verily Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou
willest. There is none other God but Thee, the Single, the
One, the All-Possessing, the Mighty, the Self-Subsisting.
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To: Shaykh "Ali
Date: 1306-12-10 [1889-Aug-T7]

He is the One Who speaks the Truth

This is the Book of utterance which the All-Merciful has sent
down from the Kingdom of mystic knowledge to those who
have believed in Him in His days and have testified to that
which His Most Exalted Pen has testified: The Kingdom, the
Dominion, the Grandeur and the Might belong unto God, the
Lord of the worlds. Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One,
Who was rejected by the various peoples and against Whom
the divines of Iran pronounced their verdict - they who denied
God’s proof and testimony and committed that which caused
all things to lament. They are indeed among the most lost
in God’s Book, the Goal of all mystic knowers. The Wronged
One has heard thy cry and has answered thee from the prison
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with this Perspicuous Tablet, whereby the realities of existence
were attracted and the limbs of them that denied the Day of
Judgment did quake. When thou dost inhale the fragrance of
My mention and hear My call, say:

Glory be unto Thee, O my God! All praise be unto Thee for
having remembered me from Thy most exalted horizon and for
having sent down unto me that which drew unto it the Con-
course on High. I beseech Thee, O Lord of all beings and King
of the throne on high and of earth below, by Thy Command
through which the Pen was set in motion in the world, and by
Thy Name whereby Thou didst subdue the nations, to assist
me to make mention of Thee and to praise Thee. O my Lord!
Thou seest me clinging fast unto Thee and unto Thy verses.
Ordain for me a seat of truth in Thy presence. Thou art, ver-
ily, the Almighty, the All-Powerful. Blessed is the servant who
has chosen for himself a station beneath the canopies of Thy
grandeur and has attained unto the wine of certitude from the
cup of Thy bounty. I beseech Thee not to withhold from me
that which Thou hast ordained for such of Thy servants as
are nigh unto Thee. Thou art God, there is none other God
but Thee, the Single, the All-Powerful, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.
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To: Siyyid Barakatullah
Date: 1306-12-10 [1889-Aug-T7]

He is the All-Commanding, the All-Wise

This is a Book which the Ancient One hath sent down unto him
who hath believed in God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise, that
He might cause him to soar in His atmosphere, to be drawn
unto His verses, to speak forth His praise, and to arise to serve
His Cause, the Mighty, the Wondrous. Say: O people! Fear
ye God, then judge with fairness concerning that which hath
appeared in truth from One Who is powerful and ancient. He
speaketh not of His own desire, but rather from God, the Lord
of the worlds. Beware lest the fervor of the Age of Ignorance
prevent you from the Dayspring of God’s knowledge, the One,
the All-Informed. The books of the people profit you not. Cast
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aside what they possess, holding fast unto the cord of God, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Every fire hath been extinguished
and every light concealed, but the Fire kindled in the Tree of
the Cause increaseth in its blaze and flame. Neither afflictions
weakened it nor calamities made it afraid. He hath arisen to
promote the Cause with a sovereignty that hath conquered all
who are in the heavens and on earth. The river of utterance
hath flowed from His right hand, and the ocean of knowledge
surgeth before His countenance. Blessed is he who hath wit-
nessed and seen, and woe unto every heedless doubter. Thus
hath the Tongue of the All-Merciful spoken in the garden, as
a rebuke to the people of the Bayan who have denied the ap-
pearance of God, the Mighty, the Beautiful. Glory be unto the
companions of Baha who have testified to that whereunto God
hath testified that there is no God but Him, the All-Bountiful,
the All-Generous.
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To: Siyyid Asadullah, in Isfahan
Date: 1306-12-10 [1889-Aug-T7]

He hears and answers

2 O Pen! Hearken unto that which the Lord of Eternity speaketh
from this manifest horizon. Bear thou witness unto that where-
unto God did testify before the creation of earth and heaven:
“There is none other God besides Me, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed.” I have appeared and made manifest My path
and My balance which proclaimeth: “I am the Distinguisher,
the All-Knowing.” I have sent down My verses and manifested
My clear tokens, yet the people remain veiled by a thick veil.

They have cast the Command of God behind their backs and
followed every froward devil. Among the people are those who
denied and turned away, and among them are those who fab-
ricated lies against the Mighty, the Most Praised, and among
them are those who issued a decree for My death after I came
with the signs of God, the Lord of all worlds. They have aban-
doned the ordinances of the Book in that they followed the
ways of the ignorant ones who cast aside God’s Covenant and
His Testament and disbelieved in that which was sent down
from His exalted Kingdom.
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Thus have We sent down the verses [when| the temple of the
world was adorned with the ornament of My Name, the Won-
drous. The Glory be upon thee and upon those who have
hearkened and responded to their Lord, the Merciful, the Com-
passionate.
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To: Varaqih Nuriyyih
Date: 1306-12-10 [1889-Aug-7]

He is the Hearer from His most exalted horizon

> O My handmaiden, O My leaf! Upon thee be My glory and the
glory of those who dwell in My kingdom of heaven. Praise be
to the Desired One of the world, that thou art enkindled with
the fire of His love and illumined by the light of His knowledge.
The Tongue of Grandeur testifieth that thou hast turned thy
heart to the Heart of the world and directed thy face toward
the Lord of nations, and hast heard the verses of thy Lord and
acknowledged that which His Tongue hath uttered and that
which He hath revealed in His Books. This is His testimony -
nothing possessed by kings, nor anything hidden and treasured
in the earth and its mines, can equal it. Rejoice thou in this
most exalted Word and say: Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of
all mankind and Master of the throne on high and of the earth
below, for having given me to drink the Kawthar of Thy bounty
from the hand of Thy generosity and for having sent down
unto me that whereby my name shall endure among all names
and my remembrance among all remembrances. O my Lord!
Ordain for me through Thy munificence that which befitteth
Thy generosity and is worthy of Thy grace. Verily, Thou art
the Mighty, the Bountiful. The glory proceeding from Us rest
upon thee and upon those women who have believed in God
in their final abode.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Hasan, in Isfahan

Date: 1306-12-10 [1889-Aug-7]

He is the One speaking with truth! L bl »

This is a Book sent down in truth from the Truth, the Knower
of the unseen, that it may summon the people to the Most Ex-
alted Paradise, the Station wherein the Tree exclaims: “There
is none other God but I, the Mighty, the Loving.” We caused
to shine upon it less than a needle’s eye of the luminary of
Our Name, the All-Knowing. Its rustling was raised up and it
spoke that which guided Moses unto God, the Lord of the un-
seen and the seen. Blessed is the ear that hath heard the call
of God, and the tongue that hath spoken His remembrance,
and the foot that hath arisen in His Cause, the Mighty, the
Inaccessible. When thou drinkest of My sealed wine through
My Name, the Self-Subsisting, say: “My God, my God! I am
Thy servant and the son of Thy servant.
my affairs unto Thee and have placed my trust in Thee. Send
down upon me from the heaven of Thy bounty a mercy from
Thee, and from the clouds of Thy generosity a grace from Thy
presence. O Lord! Thou seest the poor one who hath sought
the gate of Thy wealth, and the sinful one who hath sought
the ocean of Thy forgiveness and bounty. I beseech Thee not
to disappoint him, by Thy grace and Thy generosity. Verily,
Thou art the All-Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.”

I have committed
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To: Ahmad Kha A
Date: 1306-12-10 [1889-Aug-7]

He is the Expositor, the All-Wise!

The Wronged One proclaims and says: O people! Fear God
and deny not His signs and His proof. He has appeared in
truth from this luminous horizon. He is indeed the Preserved
Book and the Inscribed Tablet and the Name through which
the limbs of all names have trembled. Hasten unto Him with
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your spirits and hearts. They who have turned away from
the Countenance, these have denied God and His sovereignty,
and they who have turned towards Him, these are among the
people of Paradise in God’s Book, the Self-Subsisting, the All-
Compelling. We have turned Our face from the Prison and
found thee among those who have turned to the Countenance,
therefore have We mentioned thee in this wondrous mention.
Remember the Wronged One amongst the servants with the
wisdom which God hath sent down in the Book, that perchance
the people may turn unto God, the Lord of what was and what
shall be.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Farajullah al-Husayni al-Kashani, in Eqypt
Date: 1306-12-10 [1889-Aug-7]

...Be not neglectful of obligatory prayer and fasting. He who
faileth to observe them hath not been nor will ever be accept-
able in the sight of God. Follow ye wisdom under all conditions.
He, verily, hath bidden all to observe that which hath been and
will be of profit to them. He, in truth, is the All-Sufficing, the
Most High....
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BHO00019

To: Ibn Asdaq (Hand of the Cause) et al.
Date: 1306-12-24 [1889-Aug-21]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

The man of insight is ever abashed and humbled, for he de-
scribes Him Who all limbs and members acknowledge through
the word “indescribable,” and makes mention of that Station
which is confessed through the word “unmentionable.” Every
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person of experience detects from description the fragrance of
limitation, and from mention and praise the scent of compre-
hension. After hearing and being convinced of and acknowl-
edging that the Lord of “were it not for Thee” hath declared
“We have not known Thee,” in truth the station of mention and
description, though boundless in the view of those immersed in
the ocean of knowledge, yet in one respect it betokens limita-
tion and comprehension, and from this word the near ones and
the sincere detect the odor of pride. Therefore, I seek God’s
forgiveness again, I seek God’s forgiveness once more, I seek
God’s forgiveness. Alas, alas, for my shame and embarrass-
ment and lack of modesty, for I am certain that my mention
of Him indicates my existence before the Ancient One, and re-
veals my station in the presence of the light-rays of the Lord
of nations and the Goal of the world. Again I seek God’s for-
giveness.

My God, my God! Thou seest my weakness before the manifes-
tations of Thy power, and my impotence before the expressions
of Thy might, and my poverty before the ocean of Thy riches.
By Thy glory! When I make mention of Thee, bewilderment
and shame so overwhelm me that I long to hide myself beneath
the layers of the earth’s dust. Alas, alas, for my ignorance be-
fore the manifestations of the Sun of Thy knowledge! I testify
that in this station, when I utter Thy remembrance, my limbs
and members tremble from fear of Thee. Alas, alas! I see my
deeds contrary to that which issues from my mouth before the
kingdom of Thy utterance, and yet in one station my outer
being and my inner being, my features and my veins and my
very hairs cry out to me: “Grieve not at this, for verily He,
exalted be His glory, when the ocean of His grace surged and
the fragrance of His bounty wafted, permitted His servants
to make mention of Him and to praise Him.” By Thy might
and Thy majesty! In another station verily Thou didst create
the tongue for Thy remembrance and the eyes for beholding
the lights of Thy manifestation. O my Lord! I beseech Thee
by the mysteries of Thy Most Great Name and by the light of
Thy Cause whereby the world was illumined, to transform that
which befitteth Thee not and befitteth not Thy days into that
which is worthy of Thy manifestation and Thy sovereignty. I
am Thy servant and the son of Thy servant. I have acknowl-
edged Thy power and Thy authority, and Thy mercy which
hath preceded Thy creatures and Thy servants. O my Lord!
Ordain for Thy servant and for Thy loved ones that which will
draw them nigh unto Thee and sanctify them from all that be-
seemeth not the court of Thy glory and the threshold of Thy
nearness. Verily Thou art the One with power over rejection
and acceptance, over denial and attainment, and verily Thou
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art the Almighty, the All-Compelling over what was and what
shall be.

After repeated communications from that beloved of hearts ar-
rived, they were repeatedly honored before the Throne of the
Lord. Wave upon wave of the ocean of grace appeared at its
zenith, and from the Tongue of Grandeur flowed that which no
pen can enumerate and no ink can fulfill. Yet the delay in re-
sponse was due to the abundance of correspondence - such was
the decree of the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. That beloved
one himself bears witness to what was mentioned, until the let-
ters culminated in this letter dated the fourth of the revered
month of Sha’ban. The realms of eternal knowledge bear true
witness that whatever flowed from that beloved’s pen was the
source of greatest joy and the dawning-place of supreme glad-
ness, for from each letter and word thereof wafted the fragrance
of remembrance, praise, acceptance, devotion and steadfast-
ness in the Cause of the Beloved of the worlds. After its read-
ing, approaching the station before the presence of the Lord of
all beings, it was presented. Thereupon the Kingdom of Utter-
ance was stirred and there was revealed that which attracted
the hearts of the people of the cities of knowledge and wisdom.
The Lord, exalted and sanctified be He, speaks:

He is the One dawning from the horizon of the heaven of bounty

Upon thee be My glory and loving-
kindness. Reflect upon the Wronged One’s Cause and upon
that which befell Him of tribulations and ordeals. In all times
there shone forth from the horizon of the heaven of grace that
which illumined the realm of seeking and longing, and there
flowed from the Most Exalted Pen that which raised the dead
and endowed them with a new and wondrous life. O son of
Asdagh! If one possessed of true hearing be found, he would
hear that which the sincere ones and those near unto God
heard on the Mount of Knowledge. The purpose of manifes-
tation, remembrance and utterance is that discord might be
removed and replaced by unity, and that all might be adorned
with blessed and praiseworthy attributes and character that
preserve and elevate. Yet in some the opposite is evident -
in the station of unity, discord is witnessed, and in the sta-
tion of trustworthiness, treachery. Ask God that He may en-
able His servants to drink from the cup of detachment and be
adorned with the ornament of godliness. Some have forgot-
ten the divine counsel and have manifested deeds that have
caused God’s Cause to be wasted among the heedless and the
negligent. The ignorant of the world attribute to the Truth
whatever reprehensible act they witness from those who claim
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to love Him. Therefore has My Most Exalted Pen lamented
in the Most Sublime Summit and eyes have wept in the Most
Glorious Paradise.

Convey to the loved ones the greetings and peace of the
Wronged One - greetings that will set them all ablaze and
make them ready to hearken to the call of the Speaker on
Sinai. Say: O loved ones of God on earth! Hear the call of the
Wronged One, adorn your heads with the crowns of piety and
your temples with the raiment of detachment, then help your
Lord through deeds. This is what ye have been commanded
by God, the Self-Sufficient, the Most Exalted. Today deeds
and character are the helpers and supporters of God, exalted
be His glory. Blessed are those men who, for the sake of God,
have clung to these two. Fear of God is a luminous lamp - it is
the cause of the enlightenment of the world and the means of
guidance for the peoples. Had those who claimed to love God
held fast from the beginning to His commandments and laws,
the world would now be witnessed illumined with the light of
faith. In these days there hath come to pass from those who
claim to love Him that which hath not come to pass from
His enemies. By God’s life! The Wronged One is in evident
SOITOW.

Ever-flowing have been the goodly exhortations and loving
counsels which in truth are the cause of nearness and meet-
ing and the source of infinite bounties from the Lord of all
beings, streaming forth and descending from the Tongue of
Grandeur - and in such measure have they descended that pen
and ink are powerless to enumerate them. Nevertheless, there
hath appeared from some that which would make the very eye
of justice weep and hearts lament. This servant, and that loved
one, and the friends must all beseech from the heaven of par-
don and bounty of the True One, exalted be His glory, that
He may assist the heedless to do that which beseemeth them
and grant all the grace to return, that they may arise to make
good what hath escaped them and not deprive themselves in
this Most Holy and Luminous Day of the outpourings and fa-
vors of Him Who is the Goal of all beings. Verily our Lord is
the All-Loving, the Forgiving.

Mention was made of turning towards different regions for the
exaltation of the Word of God, and likewise of entering the
place which hath been named by the Tongue of Grandeur as
Furugh. After being submitted to the Most Holy and Most
Exalted Court, these verses descended from the heaven of grace
- blessed and exalted be His Word:

He is the All-Mentioning, the All-Knowing
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O My friends in Furugh! Hearken unto the call of God, the
Powerful, the Mighty, the Loving. He hath remembered you
with a mention that hath set aflame the hearts and souls, and
whereby all things and those in the kingdom of names have
testified that there is no God but Me, the Protector, the Self-
Subsisting. We have remembered you time and again as a
favor from Us, for I am the Bountiful in the kingdoms of the
unseen and the seen. And We have sent down for him whom
We adorned with the distinction of being specially chosen, and
his sons, and those with him, that whereby the realities of all
things were attracted and faces were turned towards God, the
Lord of the Promised Day. We beseech God to aid them to
remember and praise Him, and to teach His Cause, the Mighty,
the Beloved. Thus hath shone forth the Sun of Utterance from
the horizon of the heaven of the providence of God, the Lord of
the Kingdom and the Realm. Blessed is he who hath witnessed
and seen, and woe unto every heedless one who is veiled. The
glory from Us be upon you and upon My handmaidens who
have believed in God when He came from the heaven of Com-
mand with manifest sovereignty.

And this is what was revealed for the friends of God in Hisar:

He is the Powerful, the All-Knowing, the Wise

O My friends in Hisar! Rejoice in that the face of your Lord,
the Chosen One, hath turned towards you from the direction
of the Prison and hath remembered you with that which hath
attracted the hearts of the righteous. Hearken unto the Call
from the direction of the Prison - verily it draweth you nigh
unto God, the Lord of lords. We make mention of him who
loved Me, who ascended unto Us with a light that illumined
the horizons. At the time of his ascension he was met by a
company from the Supreme Concourse and the denizens of the
Most Exalted Paradise. To this testifieth He Who came from
the heaven of grace with the banners of verses. And We have
remembered those who are related to him by God, and have
ordained for them in the Crimson Book that which hath caused
the nightingale to warble and eyes to be solaced. We beseech
God to assist them in that which He loveth and is pleased with,
and to write for them what He hath written for His chosen ones.
Verily He is the Mighty, the All-Bestowing.

We have desired to make mention of him who was named Mir
before Hasan [Haji Mir Hasan Beg] that he may rejoice in the
providence of his Lord on this Day wherein the Herald hath
called out from all directions.

And We make mention of him who was named Allahyar Beg
that he may hold fast to the cord of the Chosen One and
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that his outer and inner tongue may testify to that which the
Speaker of the Mount testified when He was established upon
the throne of manifestation, and that he may circle round the
Cause with such steadfastness as will not be prevented by the
Pharaohs of the earth nor the tyrants of the lands.

We wish to make mention of him who was named Mahmud
(Karbala’i) in the Book of Names, and verily I am the Mighty,
the All-Forgiving. O Mahmud! Take the chalice of utterance
in the name of the Lord of Religions, then drink therefrom by
Our command, and say: O people! By God, there hath been
sent down from the heaven of proof that which hath caused the
dwellers of the graves to arise, and the Trump to be sounded,
and all things to proclaim: The Kingdom is God’s, the Cleaver
of the Dawn!

O Jahangir Bey! Hearken unto the call of God, the Powerful,
the Mighty, from the Crimson Tree planted in the Most Exalted
Paradise by the hand of the will of the Lord of all beings, and
say: Glory be unto Thee, O my God! Praise be unto Thee for
having guided me unto Thy path and given me to drink of the
Kawthar of Thy utterance, and made me to know whilst the
people were in wondrous slumber.

O Isma’il! Give thanks unto God, thy Lord, for having enabled
thee to hearken unto My most sweet call, which hath been the
hope of those near unto God and the sincere ones from time
immemorial. I testify to Thy generosity which hath preceded
existence and to Thy command whereby Thou hast subdued
the factions.

O My loved ones in Namiq! We have made mention of you
before, and at this hour, through that which hath caused the
Luminary of utterance to shine forth from the horizon of the
heaven of the mercy of your Lord, the Creator of existence. We
make mention of him who drank the choice wine of martyrdom
in the path of his Lord before all eyes and vision, and thereby
attained unto that which none hath attained save whom God,
the Lord of all men, hath willed.

O son of the martyr! Blessed art thou for having held fast unto
My handle and clung to the hem of My mercy whilst the people
were in heedlessness and error. We beseech God to draw thee
nigh unto Him and to ordain for thee from His Most Exalted
Pen that whereby the call hath been raised between earth and
heaven. The Kingdom is God’s, the Lord of the seen and the
unseen, and the Lord of the Daysprings of remembrance.

O Abu’l-Qasim! Thy name hath been presented before the
Countenance. The face of God hath turned unto thee from
this station, and there hath been sent down for thee that
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which hath caused the fire to blaze forth in the trees, proclaim-
ing: There is no God but He, the Powerful, the Protector, the
Mighty, the Compelling. Remind the people of the verses of
thy Lord and give them glad tidings of that which hath been
sent down from the Most Exalted Pen in the most exalted sta-
tion.

Praise be to God! In these days some have repeatedly attained
unto the grace of God, glorified be His Majesty. Letters and
petitions have arrived and continue to arrive successively, and
in each the places and regions of those parts are mentioned, and
each of the loved ones hath attained unto that which beareth
witness to the grace, compassion and bounty of God, glorified
be His Majesty. A hundred thousand blessings upon those
souls who in these days have attained unto the grace of God,
for the Word of God shall not be seized by extinction, nor shall
change find any way unto it. The Tongue of Grandeur beareth
witness unto this, even as it hath testified before. Verily He is
the One with power to do as He willeth, in the beginning and
in the end.

Mention was made of Bujistan. After being presented before
the Countenance, these verses were sent down from the heaven
of bounty. His word, exalted be His glory and mighty be His
proof:

5 O Bijistan, rejoice, then praise, then glorify, then give thanks

for being mentioned by Him through Whose Word the heav-
ens and earth were created! How many learned ones were not
mentioned before the Wronged One, how many mystics denied
the One Known, and how many men were debarred from the
Living Waters in the days of their Lord, the All-Merciful! But
thou hast attained the grace and mercy of God, and been men-
tioned by Him Who was remembered in the hearts of those
We have mentioned Ali in the
Book and in the Scriptures and Tablets time and again, and
then those who believed in God, Lord of the Mighty Throne.
We beseech God to raise up from thee men who will aid their
Lord through deeds and counsel people through virtuous con-
duct, and We enjoin upon them love and fellowship. Verily,
He is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. We have heard the call
of those who have turned towards Us and have answered them
with a Tablet that shall testify for them in all the worlds of
God, the King, the Single, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. O
son of My Name! Proclaim unto the faces of My servants in
My lands, then recite unto them the verses of God, thy Lord
and the Lord of thy forefathers. We have sent down for thee
in these days that which hath caused the lips of utterance to
smile. Verily thy Lord is the Forgiving, the Merciful.

near ones and the sincere ones.
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And this is what was revealed for the friends of God in Faran.
His word, exalted be His majesty and greatness:

Praise be to God! The friends of that land have attained the
light of faith. Faran is a good name from which the fragrance
of love is inhaled. They may take pride in this name which
hath proceeded from the mouth of God’s Will, the Lord of
the worlds. God willing, the effects of this name shall become
manifest and evident in the friends of that land through God’s
will. We make mention of all at this time - those souls who
intended toward the Kaaba of God and drank the choice wine
of His presence from the hands of bestowal. All are mentioned
in the Most Holy Court. Praise be to God, those souls attained
mention, presence and meeting, and likewise the other friends
have repeatedly been mentioned by the Most Exalted Pen in
these days. O son of Asdaq! Upon thee be My glory and loving-
kindness. Now it is Our wish to make mention of the souls
named in the letter, that thou mayest know My friends through
My loving-kindness and My mercy which have preceded all who
are in the heavens and earth.

s This is what was revealed for his honor Mir Aqa Husayn Beg,

upon him be the Glory of God:

He is God! O Husayn, upon thee be My Glory! At this moment
the Divine Lamp speaketh with these blessed words: O people
of God! Take the chalice of success from the hand of the bounty
of your Lord, the Subduer of the winds, then drink therefrom
in My Name, the Mighty, the Wondrous. Blessed art thou for
having held fast to the cord of God and turned toward Him
when the oppressors were in manifest darkness and rejection.
We beseech God to assist thee in what thou hast purposed in
His clear and straight path.

That which was revealed for his honor Haji Mirza Abdul-Alj,
upon him be the Glory of God:

He is God! O Abdul-Ali, upon thee be the everlasting Glory
of God! Give thanks unto God for the Ancient Countenance
hath turned toward thee from the direction of His Most Great
Prison and revealed for thee that which hath attracted the
hearts of the nations who have fulfilled God’s covenant and
testament and taken hold of the Book with strength from Him.
Verily He is the Helper, the All-Knowing. Blessed art thou
and blessed is he who hath attained the choice wine of My
utterance, the Kawthar of My knowledge and the Salsabil of
My remembrance, the Mighty, the Luminous. The Glory from
Us be upon the people of Glory who have turned with their
hearts to this Great News.
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And this is what was revealed for his honor Ustad Ali-Akbar,
upon him be the Glory of God:

He is God! O Ali-Qabli-Akbar! Upon thee be My glory! In
the Book of old glad tidings were given, saying “All shall be
mentioned by their names.” Praise be to the Beloved of the
world Who hath enabled thee to attain unto that which the
Manifestations of Glory and Daysprings of Perfection were de-
prived. What is meant by this perfection are matters that are
acceptable in the sight of the manifestations of vain imaginings.
Glory be to God! The heedless party hath made that which is
repudiated to be known, and ignorance to be knowledge. We
beseech God to make known to them their loss and what hath
escaped them in this Day, the mention of which hath caused
the leaves upon the trees to speak forth: “The Chosen One
hath come, and with Him are the streams of knowledge and
wisdom. Draw nigh and be not of the heedless ones!”

This is what was revealed for his honour Karbila’i Hasan - upon
him be the Glory of God:

He is God! O Hasan! Upon thee be My Glory! Hussein was
condemned to martyrdom by the divines of his age, even as
in this age they have condemned his Lord. The Books of God
lament the oppression of the divines of that age and of this age,
but ears are prevented from hearing. Preserve thou the pearl
of the love of God in the treasury of thy heart, then conceal it
from the eyes of the treacherous ones, and say: “Praise be to
Thee, O God of the worlds and Object of worship of all who
are in the heavens and on earth!”

This is what was revealed for his honour Mir Ahmad Beg -
upon him be the Glory of God:

He is God! O Ahmad! Upon thee be the glory of God, the
Single, the One! Say: O people! This is the Day of mention and
praise, for the Ancient Beauty and the Beloved of the nations is
established upon the throne of bounty. Deprive not yourselves
of this most great favor and supreme grace. Strive ye, that
perchance ye may attain unto that which may be accepted in
glory and endure throughout the kingdom of earth and heaven.
The world awaited this Day, yet when it appeared its people
turned back. Blessed is he who hath recognized the Purpose
and held fast unto that which is known. He is indeed of those
who are nigh unto God, the Lord of the worlds.

This is what was revealed for his honour Mir Ghulam-Rida Beg
- upon him be the Glory of God:

He is God! O Ghulam-i-Rida! The One Purpose hath turned
toward thee from the prison of Akka and maketh mention of
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thee, that His mention may draw thee to a station wherein
thou wilt, with the hand of bounty, give the people of Baha
to drink of the water of everlasting life. He is verily the Lord
of creation. He mentioneth His loved ones in such wise that
their names shall endure through the eternity of His names
and attributes. He is the Protector of those who turn unto
Him and the Purpose of those who have recognized Him. We
counsel Our male and female servants to fear God, the Lord of
the mighty throne. Blessed is he who hath held fast unto My
cord and hath spoken My praise amongst My servants. He is
indeed of the sincere ones in My perspicuous Book.

This is what was revealed for his honour Muhammad-Hashim
- upon him be the Glory of God:

He is God, exalted is He! O Muhammad-i-Hashim! Upon
thee be My glory and My loving-kindness! Time and again
hath mention of thee been revealed from the Most Exalted
Pen. Verily He is with thee and hath heard thy call in His
remembrance and praise. He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. God willing, thou shalt at all
times and under all conditions be enkindled with the fire of His
love and illumined by the light of His knowledge. Convey My
greetings to the loved ones and cause them to be set ablaze
by the light of the divine lamp, that all may, with wisdom
and utterance, enable the servants to attain unto the fountain
of the Purpose of the worlds. This is the Day of wisdom and
service, and service to God, exalted be His glory, hath been and
is, in the first degree, the teaching of His Cause. We beseech
God to assist His loved ones in that which is the cause of the
exaltation of His Word and the elevation of His station. Upon
thee be glory from the presence of One loving and generous.

Praised be God, this is a day for the vision of the sincere ones
and the hearing of those drawn nigh, for none but piercing
eyes and attentive ears are worthy to behold the waves of the
divine ocean of utterance and hearken to the rustling of the
celestial Tree. Blessed and happy are they, for they have at-
tained both the hearing and the vision thereof. This is the
day of the friends and the time of the pure ones. In truth, the
promised hour is bewildered, for this station is one that none
but God knows, and none but His Will and Knowledge encom-
pass it. The servant beseeches his Lord to ordain for His loved
ones what He ordained for those who attained the Kawthar of
detachment in His days. These are servants whose praise and
mention adorn the tongues of the Concourse on High. Who can
describe them as they deserve or know them as they should be
known? These are men who have taken shelter beneath the
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pavilions of grandeur and majesty by the command of God,
the Self-Sufficient, the Most Exalted.

Mention was made of turning toward the land of Ba and Shin
and the village. After being presented before the Most Holy
Court, these clear verses were revealed from the Tongue of
Grandeur. He speaks, exalted be His glory and abundant be
His bounty:

In My Name, through which the people of the cities of knowl-
edge and wisdom have been attracted

The friends in the land of Ba and Shin have been and are
remembered before God. In these days their mention has re-
peatedly descended from the heaven of Will, and each has at-
tained the waves of the ocean of utterance of the Desired One
of the worlds. Praise be to God, they have drunk from the cup
of recognition and certitude, and are recorded and inscribed
before God as companions of the Crimson Ark. Verily He
loves His friends there and mentioned them before with a men-
tion through which God revived His servants, and He mentions
them at this time with that which has caused the fragrances of
revelation to waft throughout all possibility. He is the Mighty,
the Bestower. Nothing escapes His knowledge. He witnesses
and sees, and He is the Mighty, the All-Seeing.

O My loved ones! Hear My call from the direction of My
prison, then remember what has befallen the Wronged One
from those who claim knowledge for themselves yet commit
that which causes the Concourse on High to lament. He Who
came with the truth in the kingdom of verses bears witness
to this. We give glad tidings to each one among the steadfast
men and women of what God, the Lord of lords, has ordained
for them. The glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of
My mercy be upon you and upon those who have heard the
call and said: “Praise be to Thee, O Thou in Whose grasp is
the dominion of all who are in earth and heaven!”

We make mention of Our friends in the Best of Villages and
remind them of the verses of God, the Lord of all mankind. O
Mulla Muhammad-i-Rafi’; he who has arisen to serve Me has
mentioned thee. We have remembered thee with a Tablet from
which the fragrance of God’s loving-kindness, the Lord of lords,
has been diffused. Blessed art thou and blessed is he who has
chosen for himself a station in the days of God, the Lord of
the beginning and the end. Thank God for having mentioned
thee through Him at Whose appearance all things spoke forth.
The Treasured One has come with a Cause that surpasses all
that is treasured in the lands and mountains.
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O Mulla Muhammad-i-Taqi! Say: Praise be to Thee, O my
God, for having mentioned me time and again and for having
aided me to be steadfast in Thy Cause. I testify that Thou
art the Mighty, the All-Bountiful. I beseech Thee to rain down
upon me and upon Thy servants, from the clouds of Thy mercy,
the rains of loving-kindness and grace. Verily Thou art the
Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing.

O Ibn-i-Asdaq! We have made mention of him who has as-
cended unto God, who was named Muhammad-‘Ali, and then
of those whom God has related to him. Verily thy Lord is the
Compassionate, the Mighty, the All-Bounteous. We make men-
tion of them at this time and pronounce Our greetings upon
their faces, and We ask for them that which will draw them
nigh unto the Self-Sufficient, the Most High.

When mention was made of each of the loved ones in the pres-
ence of the Lord of all beings, they were blessed with the Most
Great Favor. The purpose of creation is that souls should be
mentioned in His presence and thereby attain to service. The
rain of mercy from the clouds of grace and favor descends un-
ceasingly and without delay. No name has been mentioned
but that there has been revealed for it that which shall endure
through His enduring Name. Blessed are they who exist in
these days and are mentioned before His Face.

Mention was made of the leaf who is the daughter of the
beloved of the heart, H and S, and likewise the leaf who is
the daughter of their sister, upon them be the Glory of God.
Praise be to God, from years past until now they have been
mentioned with God and have been adorned, provided for and
distinguished by the mention, favor, bounties and tenderness of
the Blessed Tree. In these days a Most Holy, Most Wondrous,
Most Luminous and Most Glorious Tablet has been revealed
for each one and sent to the beloved of the heart, H and S,
upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of God. The servant
beseecheth his Lord to make them among those women who
circle round the Throne at eventide and at dawn, and who glo-
rify their Lord morning and evening, and to ordain for them
that which shall bring delight to their eyes.

In truth, the loved ones of B and Sh have been mentioned in
His presence every year, nay every month, nay every day. They
are blessed with the bounties of mention, utterance, wisdom
and knowledge. After mention was made of B and Sh in the
Most Holy, Most Exalted Court, these verses dawned forth
from the Dayspring of Will. His word, exalted be His majesty,
universal be His bounty, and mighty be His sovereignty:

3 He is the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing
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O My handmaiden, O Leaf of Paradise! Thou hast attained
unto verses through each letter of which God hath created
worlds which none hath understood save Him. Thy Lord is
verily the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Thou hast attained
in most days unto the call of God, the Goal of them that know.
We have mentioned thee and then those women who have be-
lieved in God, the Lord of the worlds. The Kingdom of Utter-
ance hath turned towards thee and revealed for thee and those
with thee that which the atoms have testified to through God’s
grace, favor, mercy and bounty. He is verily the All-Bountiful,
the Most Generous.

O Ruhani! Upon thee be My Glory and My Favor. Thou didst
speak the truth when thou didst turn to God, the Goal of the
sincere ones. That which flowed from thy heart and tongue
hath attained unto the hearing of thy Lord, the Lord of the
Mighty Throne. My Books, My Scrolls, and that which hath
flowed from My wondrous Pen testify to My favor unto thee.
Blessed art thou and blessed is he who hath loved thee and
mentioned thee, and blessed is the handmaiden who hath heard
thy words concerning this perspicuous News. Thy deed hath
been adorned with the ornament of acceptance. We beseech
Him to aid thee in that which shall cause thy mention and His
mention to endure through the permanence of My firm and
unshakeable Cause.

;O youth named Rida! My loved ones there have attained unto

My mention time after time, and in these days We have men-
tioned them again and again with a mention whereby the Con-
course on High and the dwellers of this exalted station have
been enraptured. Give thanks unto God for His having turned
toward thee and adorned thy deed and the deeds of My loved
ones with an ornament whereby the cities of deeds have been
illumined. Reflect upon that which hath flowed from My Most
Exalted Pen that thou mayest find the sweetness of My men-
tion and that which hath been sent down from My Kingdom
and the heaven of My favor that hath preceded all who are in
the heavens and on earth.

O Muhammad-Qabli-‘Alil My heart and My Pen have
lamented at what hath come upon Me from the hosts of the
heedless who attribute themselves unto My Self and wrongfully
consume the substance of men. They are, verily, among the
most lost in My mighty Book. They have committed in the
Great City that which hath caused the rocks to cry out, the
trees to weep, and the tears of them who know to flow. We
beseech God to enable all to act with justice and fairness and
to aid them to return. He, verily, is the Powerful, the Mighty.
Praise be to God Who hath aided thee and My loved ones
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to serve His Cause and to exalt His remembrance. He is, in
truth, the Helper, the All-Wise.

O Haji Mirza Husayn! The Wronged One hath turned toward
thee and made mention of thee in such wise as to enrapture
the cities of remembrance. Among them are those who have
said: “O loved ones of God! Arise, then draw nigh with pure
hearts, sanctified souls, radiant faces, attentive ears, and stead-
fast feet.” By God! That which hath caused all things to soar
hath been raised up, and that hath appeared at whose mani-
festation all who are in the heavens and on earth have bowed
down in submission. We have sent down for thee that where-
from the near ones perceive the fragrance of My love. Blessed
art thou and blessed is he who hath attained unto the days of
God and hath heard that which was raised up from the Most
Exalted Paradise. He is among the sincere ones, as every just
and informed one doth testify. Convey My greetings unto My
loved ones and give them the glad-tidings of My mercy and My
grace. Thy Lord, verily, is the Compassionate, the Forgiving,
the Merciful. The glory from Us be upon thee, upon thy son,
and upon those whom the clamor of the heedless hath not kept
back from My straight Path.

O ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab! Hearken unto the call of the Lord of all
men, which hath been raised in the Return, despite every re-
mote learned one. Say: This is the Day whereon the Lord
of Eternity hath seated Himself upon the throne of His Most
Great Name and hath spoken that which hath guided the peo-
ples to His luminous horizon. Blessed is the eye that hath
seen, blessed the ear that hath heard, and blessed the heart
that hath turned in recognition to the Dayspring of the signs
of its Lord, the Speaking, the All-Seeing.

At this moment We make mention of My handmaidens who
have quaffed the wine of utterance from the cup of My bounty,
who have heard the Call from the direction of My prison, who
have held fast to My cord and clung to the hem of God, the
Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Wise. O My Leaf, O Mother of
Muhajir! The Wronged One doth not forget thee. He hath re-
membered thee and will continue to remember thee throughout
the eternity of His glorious and beautiful Kingdom.

We make mention of another handmaiden. Verily, He loveth
His friends and handmaidens who have cast away the world for
love of Him and His good-pleasure, and who have taken that
which they were bidden in His Book, before which all nations
have bowed down when it was sent down. Thy Lord is, verily,
the All-Informed, the All-Knowing. We counsel all once again
regarding the Most Great Trustworthiness. By My life! There
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hath appeared in the Great City a treachery which hath caused
honored servants to lament. We are God’s, and unto Him shall
we return.

O Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of Thy loved ones
in Sarayan and give them the glad-tidings of God’s loving-
kindness, the Lord of all lords. O Muhammad-Qabli-Tahir!
We have made mention of thee before, and of those who have
believed in the cities and regions. By God! The breezes of
the All-Merciful have wafted through the lands, yet most of
the people are in heedlessness and error. Knowest thou what
hath held them back? Say: Their vain desires. And knowest
thou by what they are moved? Say: By the doubts of those
who have denied the Beginning and the Return. Remind My
loved ones on My behalf and illumine them with that which
hath shone forth and appeared from the horizon of the Tablet
of God, the Lord of all men. The gate of heaven hath been
opened, and the Promised One hath come with a light that
no cloud can obscure. Say: Praise be to Thee, O Lord of the
world, and glorification be unto Thee, O Revealer of verses! I
testify that Thou hast appeared and manifested that which
hath guided mankind to the straight path.

O Masud! Hearken to the Call of God, the Mighty, the Loving.
Thy name was mentioned before in the presence of Him Who
is the Lord of Bounty, and He answered thee with mercy from
His presence - and He is the Mighty, the Beloved. Every secret
hath been revealed, every matter hath come forth, and every
tongue hath proclaimed: The Kingdom belongeth to the Lord
of all being. Thy name was mentioned yet again, and We
have remembered thee time after time as a command from Us
- and We are the All-Powerful, the Supreme, the Self-Subsisting.
Blessed art thou for having heard and turned towards Him, and
woe unto every heedless one who is rejected. We counsel thee
and those who have believed in that which kindleth hearts and
souls, and in trustworthiness, chastity and unity. Blessed is he
who hath heard and acted upon that which he was commanded
in My irrevocable Tablet. Blessed is he who hath confined his
affairs to uniting the hearts of the loved ones, and blessed is he
who hath held fast to His Extended Cord. Remember My loved
ones on My behalf and give them the glad-tidings of that which
hath been sent down for them from God, the Lord of Hosts.
By My life! Whosoever among the servants and handmaidens
hath turned towards Me, the Pen hath been moved to mention
him and he hath attained the bounty of the Ancient Lord Who
hath proclaimed before the faces of all nations: The Kingdom
belongeth unto God, the Sovereign of the Kingdom and of the
Realm.
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O friends of God and His loved ones! That which is the cause
of the life of the world and its peoples hath been sent down
from the heaven of utterance for each one of the friends. The
world hath been refreshed by the divine fragrance. By the
life of our Lord and your Lord, each day a Book is revealed
and each night a proof is made manifest, yet the people are
heedless. I beseech God to aid His loved ones to promote His
Cause - that is, through wisdom and utterance. The world
hath been encompassed by proof and illumined by the light of
His manifestation, yet the heedless are unaware. What hath
been the cause of their unawareness? The knowledge thereof
is with our All-Knowing, All-Informed Lord.

And this is what hath been sent down from the heaven of the
will of our Lord, the Creator, for His loved ones in Kakhk and
Junabad. He saith, blessed and exalted be He:

In My Name, the All-Hearing, in My Name, the All-Seeing

O Muhammad! God hath heard thy call and hath sent down for
thee that which cannot be equaled by what the people possess.
The Book of God, the Supreme, the Self-Subsisting, beareth
witness to this. Blessed is the ear that hath been honored to
hear My call, and the face that hath turned toward My direc-
tion, and the eye that hath beheld the traces of My Pen, and
the hand that hath taken hold of the Book of God, the Lord
of what was and what shall be. The excellences of the divine
days are beyond limitation, and His outpourings are sanctified
from end and reckoning. Blessed is the soul that hath not been
prevented by clamor, sighing, tumult and croaking from turn-
ing toward the Daystar of the horizons, who hath turned with
a luminous countenance and, with an eye sanctified from sore-
ness and an ear purified from impediment, hath intended the
Most Exalted Station and the Supreme Summit. The Tongue
of Grandeur testifieth that such a one is worthy of Glory, es-
tablished upon the Crimson Ark. Thus hath the Daystar of
bounty shone forth from the horizon of the heaven of the favor
of the Lord of all humanity. Blessed are the people who un-
derstand! Blessed art thou for having turned and hearkened
when most of the handmaidens and men were prevented from
turning. We beseech God to assist thee in serving My Cause
and to ordain for thee the good of all His worlds. Verily, He is
the Compassionate, the Mighty, the Loving.

O Ismaill Hear My call from the Kingdom of Mine utterance.
Verily it draws thee to the horizon from which the light hath
shone forth and illumined the darkness. He who loved Me and
arose to serve Me hath made mention of thee. We have remem-
bered thee with verses beside which the mention of treasures
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and riches fade into nothingness. Blessed art thou and blessed
is he who acteth in accordance with what hath been ordained
in His preserved Tablet. We have adorned the heaven of proof
with the stars of remembrance and utterance. Blessed is he
who hath heard and attained. He is of those whom God hath
described in the Furqan with His words: “They speak not be-
fore He hath spoken, and they do according to His bidding.”

We make mention of My handmaidens who have turned to-
wards the Most Exalted Horizon and acted according to what
was commanded in My preserved Book. O My handmaidens
and My leaves in the cities and lands! Hear the call of your
Lord, the Chosen One. He hath come from the horizon of
power with a sovereignty that hath encompassed the seen and
the unseen. He hath remembered every servant who turned
unto Him and every handmaiden who turned and hearkened
and said: “Praise be unto Thee, O God of Names, for having
guided Thy servants unto Thy horizon and Thy leaves unto
the Tree of Thy Cause.” I beseech Thee by Thy Cause which
hath subdued the world and the nations to forgive them and
aid them in that which will draw them nigh unto Thee in all
conditions. Verily, Thou art the Omnipotent over what Thou
willest. There is none other God but Thee, the True One, the
Knower of things unseen. The glory shining from the horizon
of the heaven of My mercy be upon My servants and My leaves
who have believed in Him and His signs on the Day whereon the
Balance hath been set up and the Trump hath been sounded.

O Ustad Muhammad-Baqir! The Wronged One hath turned
toward thee from the precincts of God, the Sovereign, the Self-
Subsisting. He calleth thee with that which will draw thee
nigh unto Him and casteth upon the world that which will aid
them in serving the Lord of ancient days. This is the Most
Great Name through which the earth hath told its tales and
revealed its treasures and riches. Blessed is he who hath heard
and seen, and woe unto the heedless. Preserve what hath been
sent down unto thee and say: “Praise be unto Thee, O Thou
in Whose grasp is the dominion of existence, both seen and
unseen.” Verily the Book speaketh, yet the people hear not;
and the light shineth, yet most of the people understand not.
The appointed time hath come, and the Sovereign of Signs
hath been established upon the throne and hath proclaimed:
“Glory be unto God, the Lord of existence.”

O My loved ones in Jim and Nun! God hath fulfilled His
promise and manifested what He purposed through His word
“Be,” and it is. Neither the clamor of the servants nor the ranks
of those who denied God’s proof and evidence and uttered what
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the ancients never uttered could prevent it. O Muhammad-
Baqir! By the life of God! The earth hath been transformed
and the people are in grievous doubt. The trees have spoken,
yet most of the people remain asleep. They heard the Call yet
denied it, and thy Lord’s proof encompassed all regions, yet
they perceive it not. When it is said unto them, “By what
proof did ye believe in God’s Messengers?” they say “The
Book.” Yet when its Mother was sent down, they disbelieved
and said what caused the near ones to lament. By God’s life!
They know not what issueth from their mouths. These are but
worthless followers who pursue their desires on a Day whereon
the Herald hath called out from the Most Exalted Horizon: “O
people of creation! The Throne hath been established in Akka.
Hasten! This is better for you than all that hath been created
on earth, would that ye knew it.” When the Kawthar of Mine
utterance hath seized thee, say:

My God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having guided me,
and thanks be unto Thee for having mentioned me, and glory
be unto Thee for having cast upon me that which hath drawn
me nigh unto Thee. I testify that Thou art the Lord of the
world. Thou hast appeared and manifested what was hidden in
knowledge and treasured with God, the Lord of the Kingdom.
Glory from Us be upon the people of Baha who have heard and
said: “Praise be unto Thee, O God of the seen and unseen.”

O My loved ones in Kheirabad! I do not complain of My tribu-
lations and sorrows, but rather mention that which leads to
awakening, vigilance and awareness. Every land and city that
has today attained the presence of the people of Baha and be-
come conscious of the cause and reason for its own appearance
is accounted and reckoned among those who have attained unto
God. But the people of Baha are souls who have clung to the
Will of God and held fast to the hem of His Purpose. They
are the dawning-places of chastity and trustworthiness and the
daysprings of covenant and fidelity. I swear by the Lord of
the Day that if someone were to call out today “When were
the divine counsels revealed and in which scroll were they in-
scribed?”, countless tablets from all corners of the world would
cry out “We are the bearers of divine counsels and heavenly
exhortations, and We have imparted to every soul that which
ensures eternal salvation and everlasting glory.” Yet some who
claim to love Him have seized the temple of trustworthiness
and dragged it in chains. That faithless oppressor torments
it morn and eve with the lash of tyranny. Such oppression
has reached a point where even the pebbles cry out and the
date-pit laments “Woe is me!” It behooveth every soul to say:
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“My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having guided me
and enabled me to recognize the ocean of Thy verses and the
heaven of Thy mercy. I beseech Thee to assist Thy servants in
that which Thou lovest and approvest, and to adorn their tem-
ples with the ornament of trustworthiness and fidelity. Trans-
form, O my God, their falsehood into truthfulness, their turn-
ing away into drawing near, their denial into acceptance, their
oppression into justice, and their tyranny into equity. O my
Lord! Help them to turn to Thee and to repent at the door
of Thy forgiveness. Verily Thou art the Ever-Forgiving, the
All-Merciful, the Bestower, the Mighty, the Gracious.”

Through His boundless grace and infinite mercy, each of the
names mentioned in the letter of that beloved of the heart has
attained to that which has no equal. Were the door of eq-
uity and justice to be opened before the face of the servants,
all would testify to that which hath been revealed of the gen-
erosity, compassion and bounty of God, exalted be His glory.
How many nights have all been resting in their beds while the
Tongue of the Desire of the worlds was engaged in mentioning
and remembering His loved ones. What praise and gratitude
could ever befit these favors? That which proceedeth from cre-
ation is not worthy of God - exalted be His generosity, exalted
be His bounty, and exalted be His grace that hath encompassed
all existence.

My God, my God! With what tongue and what capacity can
we make amends for deeds undone? Our feet are sunk in the
mire of heedlessness and our hands are held back from taking
hold of the Book by vain imaginings and desires. They have
accepted the station of turning away and through hidden grace
have concealed it. Whom have we besides Him that we might
beseech for that which would make amends for what hath es-
caped us? Yet, being confined to limitations and bound by
restrictions, how can we be worthy to behold or capable of ac-
tion? And since there is no path save His path and no way
save His way, we return unto Him bearing both major and mi-
nor sins, for we have none other than Him, nor have we heard
of or seen any other. Therefore must we raise our hands in
supplication to His most pure hem and cling to the cord of His
mercy. He is the One Mighty, the One Bestower, the One All-
Knowing, the One All-Bountiful. With a hundred thousand
tongues do we beseech that He may assist all to act according
to what He hath taught and announced.

O our Lord! We are as children in need of education. We be-
seech from the ocean of Thy bounty that Thou wouldst educate
us through the hands of Thy will and adorn us with, and cause
us to attain unto, the station of maturity, which is detachment
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from all else save Thee and turning toward the court of Thy
presence. Ordain for us in all circumstances that which will
draw us nigh unto Thee and purify us from all except Thee.
Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. And
protect us from that which beseemeth not Thy majesty, Thy
sovereignty, Thy might and Thy power. There is no God but
Thee, the Single, the One, the Powerful, the Almighty.

Mention was made of Zaveh and the friends of God in that land,
especially mention of Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Javad, upon him be
the glory of God and His favors, and mention of his enthusiasm,
dedication and arising to serve the Cause. After this matter
was submitted to the Most Holy and Most Exalted Presence,
a Tablet was revealed and sent down from the heaven of the
Will of the Lord of all beings. The servant beseecheth his
Lord to honor him with meeting his Tablet and to grant him
what lieth concealed within its binding words. It is hoped that
they will kindle those regions with the fire of the Tree and
illuminate them with the light of oneness. Verily our Lord,
the All-Merciful, is the Expositor, the All-Knowing, and He
is the Compassionate, the Generous. This servant beseecheth
confirmation and assistance for them, that they may guide the
people of the contingent world with wisdom and utterance and
lead them to their goal.

In the Tablet of Wisdom these exalted words were sent down
from the heaven of the Will of Him Who revealeth the verses.
His blessed and exalted Word: “Indeed utterance is a substance
that seeketh penetration and moderation. As regards penetra-
tion, it dependeth upon pure and unencumbered hearts; as
regards moderation, it should be combined with wisdom as
prescribed in the Tablets and Scriptures.”

Most are seen to be immature, therefore the people of those
regions must be awakened from the slumber of heedlessness
with hands of love, kindliness and consideration, and be guided
to the Most Great Ocean. Verily God will aid him and assist
him through His grace and mercy from His presence. He is the
Generous, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

And this is what was revealed from the heaven of the will of
our Lord, the All-Merciful, to His friends there. His Word -
mighty be His proof and mighty His utterance:

In My Name, the Remembering, the All-Knowing

O Shaykh Qasim! Praise be to God, blessed and exalted be
He, for having aided thee to turn unto Him and to acknowl-
edge what He hath revealed in His Book on a Day whereon
most of His creatures have turned away from Him and denied
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what hath shone forth and appeared from the horizon of the
heaven of His Most Exalted Pen. Blessed is he whom doubts
have not weakened and whom the allusions of those who have
disbelieved in the Day of Judgment have not hindered. Rejoice
that thy mention and thy name have flowed from the Tongue
of Grandeur in this remote Prison. He hath revealed for thee
what shall endure as long as the kingdom and the heavenly do-
minion shall endure, from One Who is All-Knowing, All-Wise.
A single word from His words is not equaled by all that the peo-
ple possess, as attested by the Preserved Tablet in His presence.
We beseech God, exalted be He, to assist thee in His remem-
brance and praise and to aid thee with the hosts of utterance.
Verily, He is the Almighty, the Powerful. When thou hearest
the call from this Most Exalted Horizon, say:

My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having adorned my
temple with the ornament of turning unto Thee, my head with
the crown of Thy love, mine eyes with beholding Thy signs,
and my heart with turning toward the court of Thy glory. I
beseech Thee by Thy bounty that hath encompassed all exis-
tence and by Thy Name whereby Thou hast subdued all who
are in the unseen and the visible, to aid me to be steadfast in
Thy Cause. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the Powerful, the
All-Bestowing.

5 And this is what was revealed for his honor Shaykh, namesake

of the Desired One:

; He is the One Who speaketh the Truth
7 O Shaykh, O thou who art called by the name of thy Lord!

The face of the Wronged One hath turned toward thee and
mentioneth thee with that which hath caused the fragrance
of grace to be diffused. Give thanks and say: Praise be unto
Thee, O Thou the Goal of the world! T beseech Thee by the
hearts which were melted in their separation and remoteness
from Thee, and by the light of Thy countenance whereby the
cities of Thy knowledge and wisdom were illumined, and by
the ocean of Thy grace and the sea of Thy signs, to ordain for
me the good of the hereafter and of this world. O my Lord!
Deprive me not of the outpourings of Thy days, and let me
not be debarred from that which Thou hast ordained for Thy
chosen ones through whom Thou hast raised the banner of Thy
Revelation on the mount of knowledge and uplifted the stan-
dards of Thy guidance amidst all peoples, that Thou mayest
make me one of those who have aided Thy Cause through wis-
dom and utterance, who have circled round Thy Will, detached
from their own desires, and who have taken hold of Thy Book
with a power from Thee and a sovereignty from Thy presence.
O my Lord! Thou art He Who hath awakened me and caused
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me to hear and guided me unto Thy straight path and Thy
firm and mighty Command. There is no God but Thee, the
Almighty, the Powerful.

88 That which was revealed for Mulla Rajab-‘Ali, upon him be

the Glory of God:
He is the One manifest and seated upon the throne of utterance

O Rajab-Qubl-‘Ali! Upon thee be My glory! The days have
come wherein the seekers have turned toward the Sacred House
of God and circled round it by His command and have done
that which He hath enjoined them in His Book. Blessed is he
who hath detached himself from all else save Him and hath
attained unto that which the near ones have attained through
His grace and bounty. I beseech Him to ordain for them from
His Most Exalted Pen that which shall gladden the eyes of all
beings. He verily witnesseth and seeth, and He is in the Most
Sublime Horizon. There is no God but He, the Single, the
One, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Arise to make mention
of thy Lord and give glad tidings unto the servants with wis-
dom and utterance of that which hath been revealed for them
that they may thank their Lord, the Lord of all who are in the
heavens and on earth. This is the day of witnessing and hear-
ing. Blessed is the ear that hath not been hindered by ancient
tales and the eye that hath not been veiled by the veils of the
heedless. Proclaim the greatness of the Wronged One before
the faces of My loved ones and illumine them with that which
hath shone forth and appeared from the horizon of the heaven
of thy Lord’s loving providence. Thus have We sent down the
verses and dispatched them unto thee that thou mayest give
thanks and say: Praise be unto Thee, O Thou the Goal of the
mystics, for having illumined my heart in Thy days and guided
me unto Thy Most Great and Supreme Path.

That which was revealed for him who was named Muhammad-
Qubl-Husayn, upon him be the Glory of God:

He is the All-Hearing from His Most Sublime Horizon

O Muhammad-Qubl-Husayn! We have made mention of God’s
friends and loved ones both before and after. He turned unto
them before they turned unto Him and remembered them be-
fore they remembered Him and directed Himself toward them
before they directed themselves toward Him. Verily thy Lord
is the All-Bountiful, possessed of great bounty. And in another
instance He turned unto them after they turned unto Him and
remembered them after they remembered Him. Verily, at ev-
ery moment He is engaged in a fresh manifestation. No oc-
cupation diverteth Him from another occupation, nor do the
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hosts of the oppressors hinder Him. Through Him the decree
of affirmation appeared and every wise command was revealed.
Aid your Lord through wisdom and utterance lest the clamor
of the heedless be raised. He hath appeared through grace and
made manifest that which was hidden in the knowledge of God,
the Lord of all worlds. Blessed is the seeing one whom noth-
ing hath prevented from beholding My signs and the hearing
one who hath heard the call of God, the Lord of the Mighty
Throne. Thus hath the ocean of utterance surged forth as a
grace from God that thou mayest give thanks and say: Praise
be unto Thee, O Thou the Goal of them who are nigh, for hav-
ing guided me unto the court of Thy might and given me to
drink of the cup of Thy love and illumined me with the light
of Thy knowledge and remembered me in Thy prison and re-
vealed for me that whereby the hearts of the sincere ones were
attracted.

And this is what was revealed for Mulla Husayn, upon him be
the Glory of God:

He is the All-Seeing in the Most Sublime Horizon

Reflect upon what befell this Husayn after the
Qa’im, this Self-Subsisting One Who hath arisen before all
faces with manifest sovereignty. There hath come upon Us
from the divines of Iran that which caused the dwellers of
Paradise to lament. To this beareth witness whosoever hath
judged with fairness in this momentous Announcement. Say:
He is the One Whose appearance was promised unto you af-
ter the Qa’im. By God’s life! Were it not for Him, the Point
would not have appeared and the Bayan would not have been
revealed. Fear God, O people! Deny not Him through Whom
every proof hath been manifested, every evidence established,
every horizon illumined, every verse sent down, every ocean
surged, and the fragrance of God, the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed, was wafted.

Say: O concourse of religions! Purify your ears from the tales
of the past that ye may hearken to the shrill voice of the Most
Exalted Pen from the most glorious horizon. Thus have ye been
commanded aforetime and at this time by the Mighty, the Wise.
Beware, O people, lest ye deprive yourselves of the choice wine
of your Lord’s loving-kindness. Turn ye unto His Name and
grasp it through love for Him, then drink in remembrance of
Him, the Mighty, the Wondrous.

Say: By God! That which the people possess will not suffice
you today. Cast aside the manifestations of idle fancies and
their sources, turning unto God, your Lord and the Lord of
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your forebears of old. Thus hath the Pen spoken when the
Most Great Name was in His mighty prison.

Say: O company of divines from among the Persians! Ye have
seized the reins of men through My Name and occupy the
highest seats through your connection to My Cause. Yet when
I manifested Myself, ye turned away and committed that which
caused the tears of them that have recognized to flow. Soon
shall all that ye possess perish and your glory be turned into
the most great abasement, and ye shall behold the recompense
of your deeds from God, the Commander, the Wise. Blessed
art thou for having cast aside idle fancy and taken the Self-
Subsisting One as thy helper. Verily, He is with those who
love Him - He heareth and seeth, and He is the All-Hearing,
the All-Seeing.

This servant also conveyeth greetings to each one and
beseecheth God, exalted be His glory, to increase their
enkindlement that through it the hesitant ones may be set
ablaze and hasten unto God, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

Mention was made of the friends in the Land of Kha. Praise
be to God, each one hath been and shall be blessed with divine
grace, bounty and mercy, both in the past and present. The
beloved spiritual friend, his honor Ibn-i-Shahid, upon both of
them be the Glory of God and His favors, hath received an
abundant portion from the ocean of divine mention, for his
name hath been mentioned repeatedly. Verily our Lord is the
Compassionate, the Generous.

And the beloved of the heart, his honor ‘Ayn and Lam, upon
him be the Glory of God and His favors - his letters have
arrived repeatedly, yet due to the volume of correspondence,
replies have been delayed. It is hoped that in these days some-
thing may be written to him. That beloved one knoweth and
hath seen how many responses are written and sent in reply to
his letters, while letters continually arrive from all directions
requiring answers.

In truth, this servant is astounded at the power and might
that hath been and is being manifested. In each reply numer-
ous names are mentioned, and for each one there hath been
revealed that which hath no peer or likeness.

Divine favor hath reached such a degree that no seeker hath
been deprived and no petitioner forbidden. All have been
blessed with God’s favors and tokens. What pen is worthy
to describe this station and what tongue capable of portray-
ing this bounty? Nevertheless, the ungodly of the Bayan have
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denied it all. Never was it imagined that such tyranny would
appear from them. The testaments of the Primal Point, may
the spirit of all else be sacrificed for His sake, have been cast
aside, their entreaties and schemes effaced. The only differ-
ence is that the same delusions of the Shi’ih faction have been
more firmly established. For twelve hundred years they cried
“O Successor!” and then martyred the Desired One through
Whose word a thousand successors are created. Take ye warn-
ing! Take ye warning! Take ye warning! Take ye warning!
Take ye warning! O ye who have eyes to see! O ye who have
insight! O ye who have understanding! O ye who have knowl-
edge! O ye who are turned unto God! The world is bewildered
- they mention a single letter from the pulpit and lament, while
cursing the Creator, the Provider, the Quickener, the Slayer,
and His Manifestation, then descend from the pulpit. Such is
the condition of these heedless, tyrannical people.

And the spiritual friend, his honor Haji Muhammad, upon
him be the Glory of God, hath repeatedly been blessed with
mention, favor, grace and mercy from the True One, exalted be
His glory. Praise be to God, Whose favor hath encompassed
all, Whose proof hath been perfected, and Whose evidence
hath embraced all things. After these passages were presented
before the countenance of the Lord of creation, a Most Holy,
Most Exalted Tablet was revealed and sent specifically for each
one. The servant beseecheth his Lord to assist them all to
recognize what lieth concealed within His words and hidden
within His letters.

My God, my God! Aid them to take hold of Thy Revelation
through a power from Thee, grant them to attain its presence
through Thy grace and bounty, then cause them to drink of the
Kawthar ordained therein through Thy command and power.
Verily Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.

It is hoped that through His pre-existing mercy, whatsoever
hath in these days been manifested from the ocean of bounty
of the Lord of existence may awaken the heedless and draw all
to the horizon of guidance. There is no name but it hath been
blessed with His mention, and no servant but he hath been
encompassed by what hath appeared from the kingdom of His
utterance. Verily He is the All-Bountiful in grace, the Judge
with justice. There is no God but Him, the Counselor, the
Merciful, and He is the Speaker, the All-Knowing. I beseech
the True One, exalted be His glory, to increase the light of
vision and likewise the power of hearing, that they may hear
and find that for which they were brought from nothingness
into being. Verily our Lord is the Mighty, the Powerful, and
He is the Compassionate, the All-Merciful, the Generous.
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s Mention was made of Jinab-i-Mulla Muhammad, upon him be

the Glory of God, and likewise of his enthusiasm in the Cause
of Truth and his journeys to various regions for the exaltation
of the Word of God. After these matters were presented at the
Most Exalted Horizon, a Most Holy Tablet was revealed and
sent down from the heaven of Divine Will especially for him,
that he might drink from the ocean of verses that which would
make him the cup-bearer of the Salsabil of utterance among all
religions and the leader of the servants to the highest paradise.
We beseech for him divine confirmation and assistance in all
conditions. Verily, He is the Self-Sufficient, the Most High.

Mention was made of Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Mahmud, upon him
be the Glory of God, who has attained unto the honor of be-
ing remembered. Praise be to God, he has repeatedly been
mentioned by the Most Exalted Pen, and time after time his
name has flowed from the Tongue of Grandeur, as have his
journeys for the exaltation of the Word of God. In these days
too, mention of him has been revealed in various Tablets. As
for his request for permission to proceed, which was sought
from the heaven of divine favor, after its presentation it was
commanded that he should, in those same regions, engage in
teaching for the sake of God, detached from all else save Him.

In the Most Exalted Threshold, a certain Isfahani, despite be-
ing shown the utmost favor, has united with the enemy of God
and has incited certain base individuals who revile the believ-
They have committed that which no oppressor has ever
done. The fire of greed and avarice has seized them; they have
misappropriated large sums belonging to the servants of God
under the pretense that it was stolen. In short, they have aban-
doned trustworthiness and clung to treachery, and now they
are engaged in corruption. We beseech God to adorn them
with fairness and aid them to return. I swear by the Sun of
Truth, they have committed that which has no likeness or equal.
The decree of God is that none should be molested; however,
association, conversation, and meeting with those souls who
have turned away and whose opposition has become evident is
not permitted. This is a decree that hath been sent down from
the heaven of the will of the Ordainer, the Ancient of Days.
Blessed is he who hath cast aside his own desires and taken
hold of that which God, the Lord of all worlds, hath desired.

ers.

Mention was made of the kindred in the Land of Ta. Some
time ago, detailed mention was made from that land of their
acceptance, love, and devotion, and this attained unto the
honor of being presented before the Most Holy Court. Like-
wise, that beloved of the heart had previously mentioned that
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which indicated their love, affection, and steadfastness. There-
fore, two Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablets were revealed from
the heaven of Will especially for them and were inscribed in the
Most Glorious handwriting. They were sent several days ago.
God willing, they have attained unto them and have received
their full portion from the ocean of divine verses. The kindred
of that beloved one have ever been honored with divine men-
tion, and this time too, two Most Holy Tablets were revealed
and sent from the horizon of the heaven of grace specifically
for the two mentioned leaves, upon them be the Glory of God.
The servant beseeches his Lord to send down upon them, their
mother, and their grandmother that which befitteth the ocean
of His generosity and the heaven of His bounty. Verily, He
is the All-Bountiful, the All-Bestowing, the Effulgent, the All-
Knowing, the Most Generous, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

2 Concerning what was written about the intention of some rela-

tives to travel there - in these days such travel is not permissi-
ble, for the thieves have become highway robbers in the great
city. Out of love for the honored Afnan, upon them be the Most
Glorious Glory of God, assistance was rendered to that person
from Isfahan who is now present in the great city. When his
business became established and became a point of reference
for the friends from all directions, he became inflamed with
the fire of greed and avarice. His purpose was to eliminate the
honored Nabil Ibn Nabil Haji Shaykh Muhammad-‘Ali, upon
him be the Glory of God. He then united with another person
like himself - whose details you have surely heard or will hear
- in corruption, and absconded with a large sum of people’s
money, crying out that thieves had taken it. When this false
accusation was not accepted from him, he arose in opposition
and proceeded to violate the sanctity of the Cause before all
the non-Baha’is of the great city, saying “The Babis came and
stole my money.” The purpose of mentioning this is so that
that beloved one and the friends may be aware that no one
should travel to the great city. The wickedness of those two
souls has reached the highest degree - they have destroyed the
dignity of the Cause of God before the non-Baha'’is.

This servant begs his Lord to send one who will make known
to the people their lies and calumnies. Verily, He has power
over all things.

And concerning what was written about Haji S Y, may God
assist him in what He loves and is pleased with - he was re-
peatedly counseled and advised in person, and was explicitly
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forbidden from that which gives off the odor of corruption. Nev-
ertheless, he clung to his vain imaginings with such tenacity
that severing him from them seemed impossible. He then de-
parted from here outwardly content but inwardly complainant.
The incident of Rasht and Mazandaran occurred due to his
association with certain individuals, for some assumed from
his outward association with the companions that the people
of God were united with his master. In any case, what oc-
curred, occurred because of this. His outward association is
absolutely not permissible, but his distress, given previous ac-
quaintance, is not desirable either. They have not been and
are not straightforward. Since they previously showed love, I
beseech God, exalted be His glory, to sanctify their world of
fancy from the dust and darkness of corruption and conflict
and all that disturbs souls. Glory be to God! With every soul,
righteousness takes precedence over corruption. In any case,
regarding them one must pray and seek from God that which
will preserve him. Verily, He is the Hearer, the Answerer.

5 And concerning what was written about the barking one men-

tioned in the Tablet of Khadra - the barking ones are souls
who divert people from the path and summon them to that
which is not truth. Glory be to God! The aforementioned
Kazim, upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of God, speaks
the truth before all faces and stands firm in service. There
has been and is no room for doubt. After the presentation of
these exalted words, there was revealed from the heaven of will,
these blessed and exalted words:

O my God, my God! Purify the hearts of Thy loved ones from
that which beseemeth not Thy days, and unite their hearts
and minds and souls that none may utter aught except by
Thy good-pleasure. Make known unto them that which was
revealed aforetime by honored servants who speak not until He
hath spoken and who act according to His bidding. All must
fix their gaze upon this word and not precede it in speech. The
reins of authority are in His right hand and in His mighty grasp.
Well is it with him who is just in all things and holdeth fast
to justice. He is indeed among those who have attained in My
perspicuous Book.

7 As to the Kurdistan matter, some years ago certain souls com-

plained, and they were justified in their complaints, but the
Supreme Pen did not rend the veil of concealment and con-
tented itself with allusive references. This year there was a
great complaint about another soul, which also remaineth con-
cealed. Verily our Lord is the Concealer, the All-Wise. This
matter hath not concerned and doth not concern the few as-
sured souls who are now present in that land. These servants
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must pray and beseech God that those who attribute them-
selves to the Truth may move with the lightness of spirit and
manifest such spiritual refinement that wherever they enter a
house, they may become the cause of sanctification, purifica-
tion, exaltation, progress and assurance of its inhabitants. Let
them not be occupied with themselves but rather turn to the
loved ones. In these stations there hath been revealed from the
Supreme Pen that which needeth no renewed mention. He is
indeed the Expositor, the All-Knowing.

The page of supplications that was sent by the loved ones to
the Most Holy Court was heard. The honored Ibn-i-Shahid,
upon both of them be the Glory of God and His favors unto
the end of names, and the loved ones and leaves, upon them be
9 66 [the Glory of God], each received their portion from the
ocean of utterance of the Goal of all the worlds and attained
special favors. However, due to lack of time and opportunity,
this was mentioned briefly. In truth, whatsoever hath pro-
ceeded from the Tongue of Grandeur was and is mighty and
all-encompassing.

This servant also conveyeth greetings and praise to each one
and hath sought and seeketh for each one holy confirmation
and assistance beyond the comprehension of minds. Verily our
Lord is the Generous, the Munificent. There is no God but
Him, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Glory and remembrance
and praise be upon you and upon those who are with you and
who love you and who hear your words concerning the Cause
of God, the Lord of the Mighty Throne.

The servant 24 Dhi’l-Hijjih 1306

GPB.211x, GPB.231x, PDC.145-146x
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To: Mulla Ali Bajistani et al., in Khurasan
Date: 1306-12-2/ [1889-Aug-21]

In the name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted, Most
Glorious Lord

The Day is the Day of Return, and the Lord of all men is estab-
lished upon the Throne of Utterance, calling unto the peoples
of the world and summoning them unto that which shall pre-
serve them, exalt them, and draw them nigh. Yet their ears,
being tainted with the calumnies of the past and tales of old,
are debarred from hearkening, and likewise their eyes, veiled by
the shrouds of idle fancies, are deprived of witnessing. Glory
be to God! This evanescent servant is at all times bewildered
by how the peoples of the world and the various factions, de-
spite having outward eyes and successive, continuous evidences
before them, remain bereft and are observed to be deprived of
God’s infinite, descending favors - let alone those souls who
are inwardly and outwardly deprived of the power of vision
and are occupied with vain imaginings and idle fancies.

Glorified art Thou, O my God and my Purpose! I beseech
Thee by the Word which Thou hast made a light unto the
Lamp, and a fire unto the misguided, and sweet water unto
them that are nigh, and a torment unto the turned away, that
Thou aid Thy servants to turn unto Thee, to draw nigh unto
the court of Thy glory, and to cling to the cord of Thy bounty.
O my Lord! I beseech Thee by the all-encompassing nature of
Thy verses and the manifestations of Thy clear tokens to send
down upon them from the clouds of Thy mercy that which
shall adorn them with the ornament of justice and fairness,
that they may be fair in Thy Cause and in what hath appeared
from Thy presence. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the Exalted,
the Unconstrained.

O beloved of my heart! Thy sublime letters arrived succes-
sively, and each one was in truth, in the inner world, a petal
from the petals of inner meanings, from which wafted the sweet
fragrance of the love of the Beloved of the worlds. Therefore
it brought joy - nay, it was the dawning-place of joy - and
at every moment it increased happiness, delight, gladness and
expansion. Glorified be God! Words that are recorded in the
book of divine love possess another effect and another fragrance
- they have no likeness and are sanctified from peer. However,
there are many reasons for the delay in replying, therefore as-
suredly your honor and the other friends have not been and
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will not be saddened by the delay and postponement, for every
minute of life has been and is being spent in one service or
another. The Command is in the hand of God, our Lord, and
He is witness to what I have said and say. Although through
God’s grace - glorified be His majesty - the delay has ended on
this luminous night and an opportunity has arisen to respond
to your sublime letter dated the 8th of the blessed Ramadan,
and after its reading, observance, joy and gladness, intending
the station of the Interlocutor of the Mount, in the presence
of the Throne of the Lord of existence, achieving the honor of
hearkening, His word, blessed and exalted be He:

In My Name, the One Who ruleth over all that hath been and
shall be

; This is a Book which the Wronged One hath sent down

unto him who hath believed in God, the Almighty, the
Self-Subsisting. O Ali! 1 bear witness that thou hast heard
My call time and again, and hast acknowledged that which
hath been revealed from My Most Exalted Pen in a preserved
Tablet. Blessed art thou for having heard, responded, and
acknowledged that which the Tongue of Grandeur hath
uttered from His exalted station. Thou hast attained unto
that which most of the servants have failed to attain, and
hast heard that which ears were prevented from hearing, save
whom God, the Lord of the Frequented House, hath willed.
Thou hast drunk the choice wine of utterance which hath
flowed from the Pen of thy Lord, the Most Merciful, in His
promised Day.

Say: O concourse of the Furqan! Fear God, then judge with
fairness concerning that which hath appeared in truth, and
follow not every heedless and veiled one. That which was hid-
den from eternity hath been made manifest, and He Who was
recorded by the Supreme Pen in God’s Books, the Lord of exis-
tence, hath come. Say: O people of the Bayan! Open your eyes,
for lo, the Tree is adorned with the fruits of wisdom and utter-
ance before your faces, and the ocean surgeth with the waves
of knowledge before your eyes. Fear God, and be not of those
who have denied the favor after its revelation. He counseleth
you as a token of His grace, and He is the Truth, the Knower
of the unseen. Then make mention of My loved ones on My
behalf and give them the glad-tidings of My loving-kindness
which hath encompassed the dominion and the Kingdom. We
have remembered every name that hath appeared before Our
presence with a remembrance that no remembrance can equal.
To this testifieth He Who in all things proclaimeth: “There is
none other God but Me, the Single, the One, the Mighty, the
Best-Beloved.”
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O Ali! Hearken in the Persian tongue to the call of the Wronged
One. In these days there hath come to pass that which hath
no parallel from the beginning of time until now. We have
been under the rule of enemies and, in the path of God, have
been patient and thankful in times of hardship and tribulation.
However, the grief of this Wronged One hath been and is from
the deeds of some who claim to love Him. By God! From some
there hath appeared that which hath burned the heart and
consumed the liver, for the harm of their deeds hath reached
the very Tree itself. In the days when We were imprisoned with
chains and fetters in the land of Ta, every visitor and observer
would behold joy and gladness in Our countenance, but now
were anyone to look upon Us with the eye of justice and see
Us, he would weep and lament for Our hardship and affliction.
By the life of God! There hath befallen the Most Great News
that which caused the Most Exalted Pen to weep and lament.
Say:

O my God, my God! Illumine the hearts of Thy servants with
the light of Thy knowledge and cause them to know that which
will preserve them and draw them nigh unto Thee. May my
soul be a sacrifice unto Thy sorrow, O Lord of all beings, and
a ransom for Thy tribulation, O Sovereign of the Kingdom of
Names! T beseech Thee, O King of existence and Educator of
the seen and unseen, by Thy signs whereby Thou hast guided
the peoples to Thy Most Great Name, to enable Thy servants
to do that which Thou lovest and approvest. Verily, Thou art
the Lord of the Throne on high and of earth below, and the
Sovereign of the hereafter and the present world.

If any soul should reflect with justice and fairness upon that
which hath shone forth from the Dayspring of Divine favor, he
would behold with his outward and inner eyes the greatness,
sovereignty, grace and mercy of God, and would be moved to
render thanks and praise. In the midst of sorrows inflicted and
encompassing trials, We remain occupied with the mention of
the loved ones of God. Glory be to God! Certain ones who
claim to love Us, despite countless tokens of grace and mani-
festations of kindness and favor, have wrought that which no
sage can reckon. The fire of greed and passion hath so seized
their heedless hearts that they have transgressed the bounds
of justice and fairness and have occupied themselves with op-
pression and calumny. The servant beseecheth God - his Lord
and your Lord - to adorn their temples with truthfulness and
sincerity and with that which will exalt their stations in the
world of creation. Verily, He is the Almighty, the Most Ex-
alted, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful. Ye have heard, or will
hear, the news of the great city. Since mention thereof hath
been made before, it is now veiled. God willing, may He enable
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them to return and make them of those who have shown fair-
ness in what hath been revealed. Verily, He is powerful over
all things. As to their expression of perplexity and distress
concerning certain matters, after these were submitted to the
Most Holy and Most Exalted Presence, these blessed words
were revealed from the Supreme Pen, exalted be His glory and
abundant be His favors:

O Ali, upon thee be My glory and loving-kindness! Thou
and the Concourse on High bear witness that this Wronged
One hath, through the Tablets sent down from the heaven of
Will in the days and nights, commanded all according to their
stations and ranks, and counseled them. Yet the enemies of
God, exalted be His glory, have not forsaken the path of vain
imaginings despite gracious counsel and blessed, goodly words.
Rather, their heedlessness, rancor and hatred have increased.

As for the loved ones, some have accepted and attained to
that for which they were created from nothingness, while oth-
ers claim love yet when their deeds and actions are examined,
the words “we seek refuge in God” flow from the Tongue of
Grandeur. By God’s life! There hath flowed from the Most
Exalted Pen such counsels and admonitions that were they to
be cast upon rock, it would turn to ruby, and were they to
be showered upon a mountain, thou wouldst see it stirred by
God’s compelling Word. Yet in some souls they have had no
effect. In certain Tablets words such as these have been re-
vealed: This Wronged One’s grief and tribulations have not
been from enemies - for whatever befalleth in God’s path is
beloved and met with acceptance and gratitude - rather, His
tribulations have been from those who claim to love Him. “My
harm cometh not from Mine enemies, but from those who claim
to love God and follow Him yet commit that which causeth the
people of the cities of justice and fairness to lament.”

I beseech God to assist all to turn repentantly unto Him. Verily
He is the All-Bountiful, the Oft-Forgiving.

The education of souls dependeth upon reward and punish-
ment. But now, as the Cause is veiled and the appointed One
is not manifest, and likewise due to God’s all-embracing mercy
in these days becoming a cause of heedlessness and loss, blessed
is he who casteth away desire and layeth hold of guidance. To-
day, humility, submissiveness, love, affection, unity and har-
mony are beloved and acceptable unto God. Blessed is he who
holdeth fast to the fear of God and doeth what is right amongst
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His servants. He is of those who have helped God’s Cause and
attained what was ordained in His perspicuous Book.

From the first dawning of the Sun of Utterance from the hori-
zon of possibility until now, We have mentioned that which is
the cause of comfort, glory and salvation. Yet those who act
are as rare as red sulfur. Say: My God, my God! Sanctify the
hearts of Thy loved ones from that which beseemeth not Thee
and Thy days, and illumine them with the lights of Thy King-
dom and Thy Dominion that the world and all therein may
be enlightened thereby. O Lord! Make known to them that
which harmeth and benefiteth them, that they may abandon
what they have in hope of what Thou hast. Verily Thou art
powerful over what Thou willest. There is none other God but
Thee, the Commander, the All-Wise.

A hundred thousand pities that man should remain heedless
in these days and act in ways unseemly. The chosen ones of
this Revelation - God’s blessings and glory be upon them -
must each be a teacher to the world, that perchance the heed-
less may, through their deeds and actions, find their way to
God and attain His recognition. All are aware of the tribula-
tions and afflictions that have befallen the Best Beloved of the
worlds - may the spirit of all in the kingdoms of Revelation and
creation be offered up for His sake - and have heard what hath
transpired from the beginning until now. The chosen ones and
pure ones must now cling to that which is befitting and which
is a healing balm for inflicted wounds. The servant beseecheth
his Lord to aid all to render such service as shall cause faces
to turn toward the Lord of existence.

As to thy mention of turning in all directions for the sake
of the Face of God and detachment from all else beside Him,
after being presented before the Throne of His Purpose these
resplendent words shone forth from the Dayspring of Divine
Knowledge - exalted be His glory: “O Ali, upon thee be My
Glory! Well-spoken indeed were thy words, for detachment in
itself is influential and attractive. In most Tablets mention
of this station hath been revealed from the Supreme Pen. It
is the first ornament for drawing near and turning towards
God, and the first deed for healing mankind of its ills and
ailments. Blessed is the servant who hath clung unto it, for
he is reckoned among the helpers in the Book of God, Lord of
all worlds. Today the fear of God is as a lamp, and it is the
first light that hath shone forth from the horizon of the heaven
of detachment, and it is the greatest and most gracious robe
for the temples of His servants. Blessed is the head adorned
thereby and the temple that hath attained unto it. O Ali, by
the life of God, if but one heart be sanctified and freed from
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worldly conditions, it can transform hearts through spiritual
power and find its way to the heart of existence. It is hoped
that thy movements and stillness, being for God’s sake, may
exert influence in the world and produce a mighty effect. He
is verily the All-Powerful, the All-Knowing.”

Thou didst make mention of souls who have turned towards
God. May they attain, God willing, to that which will cause
the servants to turn to the Most Exalted Horizon. I beseech
God, exalted be His glory, to vouchsafe confirmation and as-
sistance unto them. He is the Ocean of Generosity and the
Heaven of Bounty. There is no God but Him, the Lord of all
mankind.

Among those mentioned were Mulla Yahya and Aqa Mirza
Yusuf and Mulla ‘Abdu’llah, upon them be the Glory of God.
After their names were presented in the Most Holy, Most Ex-
alted Court, these mighty verses were revealed - blessed and
exalted be His utterance:

He is the One Who speaketh the truth

O Yahya! The letter of him who hath loved Me hath come
before the Wronged One, wherein was thy mention. We make
mention of thee for the sake of God, that thou mayest arise
with the power of thy Lord to serve His Cause and take hold
of His Book with such strength that neither the oppression
of any oppressor, nor the assault of any heedless one, nor the
clamor of any ignorant one, nor the tyrants and pharaohs of
the earth can deter thee. Thus hath the door of utterance been
unlocked by the key of My Name, the All-Knowing, that the
sweet-scented breezes of revelation might draw thee to God,
Lord of all mankind. Recite the verses of thy Lord which We
have sent down in the Holy Books and Tablets. They will
guide thee to the Most Great Announcement and give thee to
drink from the Kawthar of everlasting life from the hand of thy
Lord’s bounty, the Revealer of verses.

And We make mention at this time of him who is named Yusuf
and give him the glad-tidings of that which hath shone forth
from the horizon of the heaven of grace from God, the Lord
of Lords. Say: O people of the Furqan! Be fair in your judg-
ment concerning that which hath appeared in truth, and fol-
low not the sources of fancy and vain imaginings. Cast aside
what ye possess, then hearken unto that which the Mother
Book speaketh before the faces of the parties. This is the Day
wherein secrets have been revealed and the Herald hath raised
His Call from every side.

O Mulla ‘Abdu’llah! The Light hath dawned from the horizon
of Manifestation, inasmuch as He Who conversed with God
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hath been established upon the throne of His name, the All-
Merciful. Say: O people! If ye deny God’s Manifestation and
His sovereignty and that which hath been sent down from His
presence, by what proof can ye establish that which ye possess?
Fear ye God, and follow not every heedless doubter. Verily the
ocean speaketh the truth, and the heaven proclaimeth, and
the sun declareth: O concourse of the earth! By God, He
hath come, He through Whose mention the Books of God, the
Lord of all men, were adorned. He, verily, accepted tribulation
for your salvation, and endured hardships for your comfort,
and suffered the oppression of the oppressors that the light of
justice might appear among mankind. Thus hath the luminary
of bounty shone forth from the horizon of the heaven of thy
Lord’s mercy in the final return. The glory from God, the Lord
of earth and heaven, be upon thee and upon them.

As to what was written concerning the blessed Book of Iqan,
this year and last year it was again submitted to His presence as
commanded, and hath been adorned with a new arrangement.
God willing, a copy thereof will be sent so that the seekers
and those who have turned unto God may transcribe from it.
Although all that hath appeared from His presence is the truth
in which there is no doubt, yet most of what was revealed was
circulated to various regions in its first copy without review. O
beloved of my heart! The verses have encompassed the world
to such extent that no one is capable of gathering and enu-
merating them. Nevertheless, the opposers have uttered that
which no oppressor hath ever uttered. The equivalent of the
Books of the past and future now exists. The verses revealed
and the evident proofs manifested in this Most Great Revela-
tion and Momentous News are distinguished from all else, and
the difference between them is as clear and evident as the sun.
Blessed is the soul that turneth with justice and fairness and
attaineth unto true witnessing and hearing.

Make not Thy servants deprived of the
ocean of justice and the heaven of fairness. O my Lord! Aid
them to turn unto Thee and enable them to return. Verily
Thou art the Generous One, through the mention of Whose
name the realities of all things have taken flight, and Thou
art the Merciful One, Whose mercy hath preceded all who are
in earth and heaven. There is none other God but Thee, the
Kind, the Forgiving.

Another missive from that Best-Beloved was received, wherein
mention had been made of the blessed and hallowed days of
Ridvan. Praise be to God, from it there breathed the fra-
grance of the rose-garden of divine knowledge and inner mean-
ing. Were all the peoples of the earth to desire to recount the
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days passed in the garden of Najib Pasha, which hath been
named Ridvan, they would assuredly all be found wanting and
would confess their impotence. In very truth, the eye of the
world hath not beheld its like, nor hath the vision of the na-
tions been blessed with the sight of a day comparable unto it.
The turning of the Desire of all mankind unto that garden, His
entrance therein, His seating Himself upon the throne of utter-
ance, and whatsoever proceeded from the mouth of the Divine
Will at that hour—all these lie beyond the compass of men’s
remembrance. Every description penned by every describer,
and every praise uttered by every extoller, hath not reached
even unto the dust which was ennobled by His footsteps; how
much less His mighty throne, His manifest ascension thereon,
and His all-pervasive, sovereign utterance.

» Briefly, the effulgences and revelations of that Day are beyond

the knowledge and comprehension of the world. That garden
in particular hath, by name, been recorded as the Gate of
Paradise—Ridvan—and as the chronicler of the days wherein
the All-Merciful shed abroad, through all His names, His splen-
dors upon all who are in earth and heaven. A company of
the faithful were blessed with the vision and presence of those
days and of that which appeared therein. In the going forth
and coming in of the Ancient Beauty, the signs and evidences
of God were made manifest, resplendent, and plain; and the
light of revelation shone forth, gleamed, and dazzled. Exalted
be His greatness, immeasurable His might, and manifest His
sovereignty.

This servant beseecheth his Lord to inscribe for His loved ones
the recompense of that Day and of whatsoever shone forth
therein from the horizon of the Will of our Lord, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise. And after the perusal of the letter
of that beloved one and becoming apprised of its contents, I
repaired unto the seat of the Throne. The whole of the letter
was presented before His face and was privileged to attain the
honor of His hearing. He, blessed and exalted be He, saith:

In the Name of Him Who manifesteth Himself above the earth
and heaven

O ‘Ali! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness! Thou
hast attained unto My remembrance and My favor, before and
after, by the sea and its waves, by the light and its effulgence,
by the Lote-Tree and its fruits, and by the sun and its radi-
ance. We have sent down upon thee from the heaven of grace
and bounty that which every knowing and discerning one hath
failed to reckon. We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He,
to aid thee at all times to serve His Cause amongst His ser-
vants, and to grant thee in every season the Kawthar of His
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knowledge from the cup of His bounty, that thou mayest draw
men nigh unto His holy court and His glorious sanctuary. He,
verily, is the All-Powerful, the Almighty.

Thou hast made mention of the days of Ridvan and of those
who gathered in thy home and other homes to remember God,
the Lord of the Throne and of the dust, and the King of this
wondrous Day. Blessed is the house that hath been honored
with My favors, wherein My remembrance hath been raised,
and which hath been graced by the presence of My loved ones
who have spoken My praise, held fast unto the cord of My
loving-kindness, and been blessed with the recitation of My
verses. They are indeed honored servants whom God hath ex-
tolled in the Qayyumu’l-Asma’ and in other Books. He, verily,
is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing, the One Who answereth
prayer. We have indeed heard their mention and their praise
in this Announcement by which the Concourse on High hath
called out. By God! This is the Most Great Announcement
which was mentioned in the Qur’an and before it in the Books
of God, the Lord of all worlds. He, verily, thanketh His own
Self on their behalf and maketh mention of Himself through
their tongues. He is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.
Blessed is he who standeth firm, whom the tempests of doubts
raised by the transgressors have failed to move, and blessed is
he who remaineth steadfast, whom the hosts of the oppressors
and the might of the deniers, who have followed their idle fan-
cies and denied Him in Whom they had believed, have failed to
shake. They are indeed among the most lost in My perspicuous
Book.

O Ali! Remember My loved ones who came before thee, and
convey unto them My remembrance, My praise and My glori-
fication, that the fragrance of thy Lord’s loving-kindness may
stir them and draw them unto God, the Mighty, the Most
Praised. And remember My handmaidens and My leaves who
have clung to My Tree and held fast to the hem of My lumi-
nous robe. The glory of God rest upon thee and upon them,
both men and women, from God, the Compassionate, the All-
Forgiving, the Most Merciful.

Say: O people of the world! Whither is fairness fled? What
hath become of justice? Have sight and hearing vanished from
the people of learning and wisdom, or have they become non-
existent? If they still exist, why have ye debarred and deprived
yourselves from the most exalted station, the highest rank, and
the most sublime abode? Each day the divine verses descend
like torrential rain, and each night a Book appeareth from
the Mother Book. If ye claim not belief, it matters not and
never did. Despite your attachment to former proofs and latter
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evidences, and your clinging to God’s verses and His infinite
Manifestations, why have ye turned away and denied the proof
before which all proofs bow down, and the evidence before
which all evidences are humbled?

O concourse of divines! Ye sit upon the seat of glory in His
name and have become leaders of the people through His men-
tion, yet ye remain heedless of and turn away from Him. How
long will ye remain dead upon the couch of heedlessness and
cling to the cord of denial? This is the Day of recognition and
the Day of turning unto God. Cast aside your vain imaginings
and suspicions, and with sanctified and detached hearts turn
your faces toward God. By the life of your Beloved and mine!
This is spoken for the sake of God and offered purely out of
love. Present yourselves and each day seek a Book, that ye
may discover what your imaginings have withheld from you,
and behold what your eyes have turned away from, and hear
what your ears have been heedless of.

If this Ocean and its waves be denied, and this Sun and its
rays be concealed, to what will ye hold fast and what proof
and evidence will ye cling? By the life of my Lord and your
Lord! None hath any refuge, shelter, escape, protection or
sanctuary except through this Cause which hath dawned from
the horizon of the will of our Lord and your Lord, the Lord of
the mighty throne.

O Beloved of my heart! Although the recompense of their
rejected deeds hath deprived them and kept them from the
Dayspring of divine revelation, yet, in view of our Lord’s grace,
we beseech for them return unto Him and repentance at His
door. Verily, He is the Forgiving, the Generous.

Mention hath been made of the divine eulogists whom God
hath aided to praise and extol Him, enabled to spread His
signs, and through whom He hath gladdened the hearts of His
near ones and expanded the breasts of the sincere among His
servants. All have attained unto that which truly no heavens
and earth can equal. Although mention of his honor Shukuhi,
upon whom be the glory of God, was made in the letter of
his honor Ibn-i-Ismullah-i-Asdaq, upon both of whom be the
Most Glorious Beauty of God, yet renewed mention of them
and other loved ones, upon whom be the glory of God, hath
been revealed from the Pen of our Lord and the Lord of earth
and heaven. His word - exalted be His utterance and mighty
His proof, and there is no God but Him - He is the Hearing,
the Answering.
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O Shukuhi! Upon thee be My glory! Thy mention and thy
name have repeatedly been referred to in the Most Holy Court,
and thou hast been favoured with the waves of the Ocean of
utterance of the Desired One of the worlds. We have remem-
bered thee time and again with a remembrance which, when
revealed from the Mouth of the Divine Will, caused the King-
dom of utterance to proclaim: “By God! He Who created Me
with a Word from His presence hath come, and hath manifested
Me to announce unto men His appearance, His revelation, His
might, His power, and the evidences of His Pen which have
encompassed all existence, both seen and unseen.”

O people of the earth! Fear ye God, and follow not every
heedless and dubious learned one. Abandon the world and
all that is therein, then turn unto God, the One, the All-
Informed. Blessed art thou, O Shukuhi, for having adorned
thy tongue with praise of thy Lord, Who was denied by ev-
ery oppressor, detested by every idolator, and condemned by
every transgressing sinner. When thou hearest the call from
the Supreme Horizon, say: “Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of
all names and Creator of the heavens, for having aided me to
turn unto Thee when most of Thy creation turned away from
Thee, and enabled me to praise and describe Thee when most
of Thy servants denied these. I beseech Thee, O Thou Who
hast illumined the horizons through Thy manifestation on the
Day of Separation, to inspire me in all conditions with that
which will attract the hearts of the world. O my Lord! Thou
seest me acknowledging Thee and Thy signs and whatsoever
hath appeared from Thee, confessing the transcendence of Thy
Being above all else and the sanctity of Thine Essence above
the descriptions of Thy creatures. I beseech Thee not to de-
prive me from the heaven of Thy bounty and the sun of Thy
glory. Verily, Thou art the All-Powerful, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.”

And this is what was revealed for Haji Mirza ‘Ali-Akbar, upon
him be the Glory of God. The Lord, exalted and sanctified be
He, saith:

He is the One Who ruleth over all names

A Book from Our presence unto him who was named ‘Ali-
Akbar, that it may draw him unto the Scene of God, the
Supreme, the Self-Subsisting. My Most Exalted Pen hath not
hesitated in that which it was commanded. Blessed is he who
hath attained, and woe unto every heedless and veiled one. We
have heard what thou didst compose in praise of thy Lord and
what thou didst recite among the concourse of the near ones.
Verily thy Lord is the Truth, the Knower of the unseen. We
beseech Him, exalted be He, to make thee steadfast in His love
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and a helper to His Cause through remembrance and utter-
ance. Verily, He is powerful over what He willeth. There is
none other God but He, the Single, the One, the Mighty, the
Loving.

Say: O people of the earth! The Spirit speaketh in the breast of
the world, and the Light hath shone forth from the horizon of
Sinai, for its Speaker hath seated Himself upon the throne with
manifest sovereignty. Say: Beware lest vain imaginings prevent
you from the Luminary of certitude, and beware lest the doubts
of every ignorant and rejected one veil you. This is the Day
wherein the world hath been adorned with the Most Great
Name, and the Ocean of utterance hath spoken before all faces.
Say: O concourse of divines! Set aside your learning. The gate
of God’s knowledge, the Lord of the past and future, hath been
opened. That which is with the people will not profit you today.
Take ye what ye have been commanded by God, the Lord of
the Promised Day. Thus hath crowed the Cock of the Throne,
and the Nightingale of eternity hath warbled upon the highest
branches: “The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the Lord of the
Kingdom and the Sovereign of the Realm of Might.” The glory
from Us be upon him whom the attraction of the verses found
and whom He adorned with the ornament of steadfastness and
aided in that which befitteth this irrevocable Announcement.

And this is what was revealed for Mirza ‘Abdu’l-Husayn, upon
him be the Glory of God:

In My Name, which shineth forth from the horizon of might

God beareth witness that there is none other God but Him,
and He Who speaketh is the One promised in the Book of God,
the Lord of Hosts. He hath come from the heaven of divine
knowledge with the hosts of wisdom and utterance. Blessed are
they who recognize! The earth and heaven have been illumined
by the light of Baha, yet most people perceive it not. They
have cast away God’s Cause and taken their own idle fancies
- verily they understand not. We have heard thy mention in
this Most Great Remembrance and thy praise in this manifest
Announcement. Say: Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for
having caused me to speak Thy praise amongst Thy loved ones
and for having made known to me Thy path, unto which, when
it appeared, all the paths of the world hastened, yearning to be
connected with it through their relation to Thy Beloved Name.
O Lord! Aid my tongue to remember and praise Thee, mine
eyes to witness Thy signs, and my heart to turn unto Thee,
O Beloved of hearts! Verily Thou art the Omnipotent over
whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee,
the One Who commandeth justice and ruleth over what was
and what shall be.
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This was revealed for his honor Aqga Siyyid ‘Ali, upon him be
96 [Baha'u’llah].

He is the Ancient Revealer

Glory be to God! This Day hath a different air, and this
Ocean different waves, for it is designated and known as the
Day of God. This is that Day whereof Moses was given glad
tidings, and concerning whose proclamation and spread the
Spirit (Christ), may the souls of all else be His sacrifice, was
commanded. Say: O people of the Bayan, the Most Exalted
Point hath spoken saying “I am the first of them that worship
Him,” and the Holy Spirit proclaimeth “The Comforter hath
come.” Beware lest the Remembrance prevent you from the
One Remembered, or the exposition from its Revealer, or the
Book from its Sender. The Mother Book hath been revealed
from the All-Bountiful in His final abode. Fear ye God, O peo-
ples of the parties! Turn unto God, the Single, the One, the
Manifest, the Speaking, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Thy call hath been heard. The ears have heard what thou
hast sung in praise and remembrance of God, the Mighty, the
Wondrous. Say: My God, my God! Aid me in all conditions
to speak Thy praise amongst Thy servants and to recite what
Thou hast sent down from the heaven of Thy knowledge and
bounty. O Lord! Thou seest the unlearned seeking the ocean
of Thy wisdom, the ephemeral the river of Thy eternity, and
the dead the stream of life from the hand of Thy bounty. I
beseech Thee not to disappoint him of that which will assist
me and be with me in my life and death and in all Thy worlds.
Verily Thou art the Omnipotent, the Mighty, the Most Gener-
ous. End.

In truth, these tongues which in these days are engaged in the
praise of God have appeared from the Kingdom of utterance
and bear no resemblance whatsoever to the tongues of those
servants who belong to the physical realm.
they are without peer or likeness, without equal or compari-
son. Every praise that is manifested today from any praising
soul is as a spirit for the awakening of others, whether it be in
verse or prose. Glorified be their Strengthener, their Creator,
their Inspirer, their Sustainer, their Helper and their Succorer!
Glory be unto God! The world of utterance is bewildered by
those who know not. Mention and praise, bounty and bestowal
have reached such a station that the understanding of the ma-
ture minds falls short of comprehending it. Again, glory be
unto God! The mountain is rent asunder by the Word of God
in its longing to attain His presence, and the Tree of Sinai,
upon merely hearing His call, has split the earth and, with

In one station
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its branches, twigs, leaves and fruits, has made for the highest
horizon. Blessed is the ear that heareth and the eye that seeth!

Where are these eyes and where the witnessing of these lights?
Where are these ears and where the hearing of the call of the
Lord of all beings? Today the Cup-Bearer is the Self of Truth,
glorified be His majesty. He giveth the cup of reunion and
bestoweth the chalice of meeting. Now is the time, now is the
time! Blessed, a hundred thousand times blessed, are they who
have removed the veil and have, on the wings of longing and
yearning, sought the most glorious horizon. The grace, the
bounty and the favor of God be upon His loved ones and His
chosen ones who have testified to that which God testified be-
fore the creation of the heavens and the earth. Praise be to
God! Each of the pages sent is adorned with the mention of
His loved ones. Although today, due to the lack of vision and
hearing, the station of the assured, devoted and tranquil souls
is not known, yet God hath prescribed for Himself that days
shall appear wherein their traces, their remembrances, their
names and that which hath proceeded from their tongues shall
be spread abroad, despite the divines of Iran and their jurispru-
dents who have oppressed on earth and have committed that
whereby God’s favor hath been changed amongst them. They
are indeed among the people of error.

Among the loved ones whose names have flowed from that hon-
ored one’s truthful pen and have attained the hearing of the
Lord of Utterance and its Revealer were he who was named
after the Desired One and his brother, Shaykh Qasim, upon
them both be the glory of God. The rain of grace and favor
hath showered upon them, and specifically for each one a most
wondrous, most mighty, most holy Tablet hath been sent down
from the heaven of divine Will. They are mentioned both in
this letter and recorded on a separate page, that each soul may
possess the bounty of its Lord as a favor from His presence. He
is the Mighty, the All-Bountiful. This is what hath been sent
down from the heaven of bounty. His word, blessed and exalted
is He: He is the All-Witnessing, the All-Informed.

O Shaykh! Blessed art thou, and blessed is thy name, and
blessed is he who hath hearkened to thy words in praise of God,
the All-Possessing, the Self-Subsisting. We were with thee and
heard thy mention in this Remembrance, which, when it shone
forth from the horizon of grace, the Books of the world bowed
down before it, and the limbs of the nations trembled, save
those who cast away transgression and wickedness, clinging
fast to righteousness and the fear of God. Verily thy Lord
heareth the call of His loved ones and whatsoever proceedeth
from their mouths in proclaiming His irrevocable and binding
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Cause. Nothing escapeth thy Lord’s knowledge. He heareth
and seeth, though most of the people perceive not. Say: Fear
God, O people! Do they not behold the waves of the ocean
of His verses? Do they not witness the effulgent rays of the
Sun of His praise? Cast away what ye possess and take hold
of that which ye are commanded by God, the Lord of the
cities of wisdom and knowledge. Say: This is the Day whereon
that which was hidden, which lay stored in knowledge and
was inscribed by the Pen of Command upon a Tablet that was
sealed with the seal of God, the Lord of the seen and the unseen,
hath been made manifest. Beware lest the veils of the people
prevent you or the might of any oppressor rejected cause you to
fear. Proclaim the Cause of thy Lord with such steadfastness
as shall illumine hearts and minds. Thus hath the call and
rustling of the Lote-Tree beyond which there is no passing been
raised. Well is it with the people who understand. We have
mentioned thee time and again, and have revealed unto thee
that which causeth the mountains to move, by the command
of Him Who is the Lord of existence. Glory be upon thee and
upon them that follow thee in this promised Announcement.

This was revealed from the heaven of grace for him who was
named Shaykh Qasim, upon him be the glory of God, exalted
and sanctified be His words:

By My Name through which the trumpet was sounded

O Qasim! Great is this Day and great is this Cause, yet most of
the people of the earth are like children playing with the clay of
idle fancies, heedless of the light of these days. The Tongue of
Grandeur counseleth all to observe justice and fairness. Read
what hath been revealed in this Most Great Revelation and
what was revealed aforetime, then judge with equity and be
not of the oppressors.

Today the Book of God itself speaketh, and from the hand of
bounty the Kawthar of eternity is bestowed. Take ye and drink,
and be not of the heedless ones. The Sun of Truth is seen with
a light transcending all lights, and the Mount is beheld with a
joy surpassing all joy and gladness, for it hath attained unto
the presence of its Beloved. The rapture and ecstasy of Him
Who conversed with it hath so seized it that every atom of
its being proclaimeth: “The Lord is come and the Kingdom is
His!”

Say: O people, deny not yourselves and deprive not yourselves.

Hearken unto the divine call which is raised in all times from
the direction of the Prison. It is the cause of the preservation of
the world and the joy and expansion of nations. It is the cause
of life, and through it the dead are adorned with the eternal
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robe of life. Strive that perchance ye may turn from oppression
to justice and from tyranny to fairness. O Qasim! Praise be to
God, glorified be His majesty, Who hath mentioned thee and
continueth to mention thee through verses which are the cause
of the manifestation of the Most Great Grace and the Greatest
Bounty. Praise be to God! Time and again hath the heavenly
food of knowledge and understanding descended like torrential
rain from the heaven of bounty. Whosoever hath partaken
thereof hath attained unto all good. To this beareth witness
the Mother Book in this exalted and glorious station. Glory
be upon thee and upon them that hearken unto thy words in
this Most Great Remembrance and this perspicuous Cause.

O Beloved of my heart! The mention of the loved ones in
that region hath repeatedly been revealed, and each one hath
become the recipient of two most holy and inviolable Tablets,
wherewith they were adorned and unto which they attained.
The bounties of God they cannot reckon, and His favours no
bounds of this mortal world can circumscribe.

From Him do we beseech, in such wise as beseemeth praise and
thanksgiving, for verily He is the Bestower, the All-Generous.

Likewise did the Pen of thy love move itself to make mention
of two receptive and turning souls, Husayn and Husayn. Upon
them be the glory of God. Blessed art thou for thy pen, inas-
much as it hath spoken the praise of the loved ones of God—my
Beloved and thine. Blessed, too, is your love, for it seemeth
at all times to give utterance unto that whereby the hearts of
the cities of the lovers are made glad. After the presentation
of the names of those two souls, these shining and resplendent
verses, radiant from the horizon of the Divine Will, were re-
vealed from the Dayspring of the verses. He, exalted be His
utterance, magnified be His grace, and immeasurable be His
bounty, saith:

In the Name of My All-Apparent One, Who speaks throughout
all regions

O Husayn, upon thee be My Glory! This Wronged One hath,
from the earliest days until now, openly and without any veil
or concealment, revealed the mysteries of the Day of Return,
and counseled all with that which would exalt them and draw
them nigh. Yet the people, heedless, have turned away from the
Luminary of certitude and turned unto their vain imaginings.
Each faction among the factions of the earth hath clung to its
own way, remaining deprived of the immortal countenance and
the inexhaustible waters of the true Kawthar. The bounty of
utterance descendeth at every moment, and the feast of knowl-
edge is spread before all faces, yet the recompense of the deeds
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of the servants hath prevented them from the outpourings of
the Day of Reckoning. Say:

5 My God, my God! Aid those who have been heedless of Thy

remembrance and praise in Thy days, then enable them to shat-
ter the idols of their desires. O Lord! They are Thy servants
and Thy creation, and are in the grasp of Thy power. With-
hold them not from the ocean of Thy bounty and the lights
of the Luminary of Thy grace. O Lord! I beseech Thee by
the light of the Manifestation which shone forth from the Sinai
of appearance, that Thou write down for me and for those
who have believed in Thee and Thy verses that which Thou
hast ordained for those who have cast away the world in their
longing to meet Thee. Verily, Thou art the Omnipotent over
whatsoever Thou willest through Thy word “Be” and it is.

And this is what was revealed for the other Husayn, upon him
be the Glory of God. His word—exalted be His verses and
mighty His utterance:

He is the Hearer, the Answerer!

Say: Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having given me
to drink of the Kawthar of Thy utterance and for having sent
down for me and for my outer and inner being that which
shall endure throughout the duration of Thy dominion and Thy
kingdom. O Lord! I am Thy servant and the son of Thy servant.
I have turned with my whole being unto Thee, detached from
the manifestations of self and passion and the daysprings of
wickedness and indecency. O Lord! Thou seest me attracted by
Thy verses, seeking the encounter of Thy tablet and Thy traces,
and certain of, acknowledging, confessing, and submitting to
Thy Manifestation and what hath appeared from Thee and
what Thou hast sent down in Thy Books. O Lord! Thou
seest the poor one standing before the gate of Thy generosity,
beseeching the wonders of Thy grace and hoping for Thy mercy
which hath preceded all who are in Thy earth and Thy heaven.
I beseech Thee to ordain for me by the Pen of Thy Command
that which befitteth Thy loftiness and transcendence and Thy
greatness and power and Thy generosity and bounty. Then
assist me in Thy service and the service of Thy loved ones.
Verily, Thou art the Omnipotent over whatsoever Thou willest,
and in Thy grasp are the reins of all affairs. There is no God
but Thee, the Speaker on Sinai, Who is established upon the
throne of manifestation.

Praise be to God that the Euphrates of mercy, flowing from
the Most Exalted Pen, has bestowed eternal spirit. Each of
His mentioned loved ones, upon them be the glory of God, has
attained that which is the cause of the world’s advancement
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and the means of guidance for all peoples. From the horizon
of each Tablet shines forth the Orb of grace, illuminating and
brightening the world of justice and equity. The Peerless Wise
One has, through His consummate wisdom, shown each one a
clear and manifest path through the waves of His Revelation.
We hope that they may attain unto the new life through the

Kawthar of bounty and arise to serve His Cause.

Today the hosts of revelation are victorious and the ranks of
inspiration triumphant. In truth, were but a single verse from
the Tablet to be cast upon the manifestations of justice and eq-
uity, all would voice the blessed words “I have turned my face
toward Him Who hath created the heavens and the earth.”
The present creation cannot adequately render thanks for this
mercy and bounty of God. Blessed are those souls who, de-
tached from all else, have set their faces toward the Most Ex-
alted Station and have arisen to aid the Cause of God through
praise, good deeds and praiseworthy conduct. Blessed is God
Who hath raised them up through His Most Exalted Word,
whereby they have cast aside all else and have clung to His
most holy, most pure, most luminous and resplendent hem.

As to what was written concerning Aqa Siyyid Javad, who was
enkindled with the fire of the love of God: a Most Holy, Most
Exalted Tablet was revealed in the hand of the Most Glorious
specifically for him, from which the sun of the mention of God,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise, shone forth from the horizon
of inner meanings. May it be well with him and may he find
pleasure therein.

Concerning what was written in another letter about how, dur-
ing the sacred and blessed days and nights of Ridvan, the loved
ones—upon them be the glory of the All-Merciful-made every
effort and each, according to his capacity, arose to serve: these
matters were presented before the Seat of Grace, were heard,
and these manifest verses were revealed from the Dawning-
Place of utterance. He—exalted be His glory and universal His
bounty—says:

O ‘Ali! Upon thee be My mercy and My loving-kindness. Each
of the souls mentioned who were present during the days and
nights of the Most Great Festival-whether those who attained
the honor of hearing or those who arose to serve, as well as
those who composed and recited verses in praise and glorifi-
cation of the Goal of all the worlds—all have attained unto
the previously-bestowed mercy, the all-encompassing loving-
kindness, and the all-embracing gifts. No deed is ever lost in
the sight of God, nor shall it ever be. It is a treasure preserved
for its owner with the Trusted One, and its traces and fruits ap-
pear according to the requirements of consummate wisdom and
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the appropriate time and day. Blessed are they and blessed is
he who loved them and was present among them. Indeed, each
one has repeatedly been mentioned by the Tongue of Grandeur.
We beseech God that all may at every moment succeed in per-
forming such deeds and actions as will cause the spread of the
Word of God and His signs. Blessed is he who hath adorned
his head with the crown of trustworthiness and his temple with
the ornament of righteousness. He is, by the Pen of God, the
All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting, of the people of Baha.

O children of the Friend [Abraham] and heirs of He Who con-
versed with God [Moses|! I truly say, today you are adorned
with the ornament of the Most Glorious Name and are related
to the Truth. By My lifel We see the Friend in such joy that
the Pen of Creation is powerless to describe it, and He Who
conversed with God We behold in delight that exceeds all reck-
oning. Take the chalice of immortality in the name of your
Lord, the Lord of all humanity, then drink therefrom in spite
of every heedless and remote one, every obstinate oppressor,
every sinful learned one, every base mystic, and the son of the
wolf whose wickedness has eclipsed the wickedness of the an-
cients. They have ever been and continue to be illumined by
the effulgent lights of God’s remembrance. The honored one,
upon him be My glory, hath mentioned you in the Most Holy
Court and hath sought from the ocean of divine verses that
which is sanctified from doubt and likeness. His petitions have
repeatedly arrived. Praise be to God, he hath partaken of the
Kawthar of utterance. He hath departed from his abode, turn-
ing towards My horizon, traversing paths until he stood before
the Gate which was opened unto the faces of all who are in
the heavens and the earth. He heard His most sweet call and
He is verily the Helper, the
Compassionate, the Mighty, the Generous. Blessed art thou,
O Abu’l-Hasan! God hath aided thee to turn towards His hori-
zon, to face the lights of His countenance, and to hold fast
unto that which thou hast been commanded in His Book. We
beseech Him to grant thee a goodly reward from His presence.
He is verily the Ocean of Generosity unto all in the world and
the Heaven of Bounty unto all who are adorned with the orna-
ment of existence. There is no God but Him, the Single, the
One, the Powerful, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

His most exalted remembrance.

Every letter that hath flowed from the Pen of the Lord of all
beings indicateth supreme benevolence and greatest mercy. I
beseech God, exalted be His glory, to make the mentioned loved
ones inebriated at all times with the wine of knowledge and to
grant them success in guiding people, that they may give to
those who are ready to receive that which they have drunk
from the Most Great Ocean. This is the station of supreme
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endeavor, not the giving of gold and silver. I convey greetings
and praise to each one. God is My witness that in every night
and day I have besought in His presence for each one that
which is the cause of the life of the world. Verily our Lord is
powerful over all things.

The deputyship of that beloved one, which is the king of deeds
and foremost of actions, became manifest as infinite grace and
confirmed it. This servant succeeded in fulfilling it, and that
beloved one’s portion was adorned with the ornament of ac-
ceptance. In one moment, two bounties were bestowed. Who
is capable of offering befitting thanks or praising Him as be-
seemeth His sovereignty and greatness? In brief, the pilgrimage
was performed on behalf of that beloved one, as was the circum-
ambulation, and this was among the unexpected bounties, for
first the Ancient Beauty was seated upon the throne, and af-
ter permission and leave for visitation was granted, they arose.
The visitation was performed, and likewise, when They were
walking, once the circumambulation was achieved. Blessed and
welcome news for your honor and for the people of God, blessed
and exalted is He. Praise be to God! The tears and sighs of
that beloved one at the time of writing in that land had their
effect in the Land of the Desired One. The servant beareth
witness that nothing appeareth except that it hath within it
an effect and fruit which God shall manifest at some time and
in some moment.

7 In My Name, the Hearer, the Answerer

O Muhammad-Husayn! Blessed art thou for having turned to-
wards God on a day when most men have turned away. Praise
be to God that the grace of the True One, exalted be His glory,
hath confirmed thee, destiny hath aided thee, and His name,
strengthened by His hosts, hath preserved thee, until thou hast
attained unto this station in these days. Blessed art thou, and
blessed is thy father, and blessed are those associated with you
both whom God hath linked to you. Excellence is in what
thou hast practiced and pursued outwardly, for We have en-
joined upon all to engage in crafts and professions, which We
have accounted as acts of worship. However, at the outset
thou must don the robe of trustworthiness from the hands of
divine bestowal, which is the station of acceptance, for this is
the first gateway to bounty and blessing. We beseech Him to
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make these words as an illumined cloud that shall rain upon
thee the showers of mercy, grace and blessing. Verily, He is
the All-Bountiful, the Generous.

Praise be to God that thou art blessed with His grace and
adorned with the pearls, both hidden and manifest, of the
Supreme Pen. The world hath not equaled, nor shall it ever
equal, these sublime words now descending from the heaven
of divine Will. Rejoice and say: “Praise be to Thee, O God
of the worlds, and glorified art Thou, O Desire of them that
have recognized Thee. Thou knowest and seest how this ser-
vant of Thine hath desired to serve Thy Cause and to exalt Thy
word amongst Thy servants. Aid him through Thy power, Thy
might and Thy sovereignty. Verily, Thou art the Omnipotent,
the Forgiving, the Generous.”

O ‘Ali! My glory be upon thee. Convey to the loved ones in
that land the greetings of the Wronged One. Give them My
salutations and gladden them with what hath been sent down
from the heaven of His bounty, that all may be drawn, with
heart and soul, to the Most Exalted Station and the Supreme
Horizon through the living waters of mention and utterance.
Proclaim unto them such a proclamation as would cause the
Tree of Sinai to speak within their breasts and their very beings
to be set ablaze with its fire, and give them such glad-tidings
as would move them to aid their Lord with their tongues, their
eyes, their hands and their hearts. Verily thy Lord is the Trans-
former of hearts. There is none other God but He, the Single,
the One, the Manifest, the Sovereign, the All-Wise.

O my beloved! Love for that honored one hath caused much
to be written. I beseech God at all times to set those re-
gions ablaze and illuminate them through thy endeavors. The
beloved of my heart, Aqa Mirza Asadu’llah, upon him be the
glory and favor of God, brought thy letter into the presence
where it attained the honor of being heard. Praise be to God,
every day hath been and continues to be a day of thy remem-
brance. Verily our Lord is the Forgiving, the Merciful, and He
is the Kind, the Generous.

Glory, remembrance and praise be upon you and upon those
with you, your family, both women and men. Authority and
might belong to God, the Lord of the Day of Resurrection.
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To: Granddaughter of Azghandi, in Khurasan
Date: 1306-12-24 [1889-Aug-21]

In the name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Exalted, exalted is He Who has removed divisions and estab-
lished unity! Glorified, glorified is He Who has taken away
discord and decreed affirmation and harmony! Praise be to
God! The Supreme Pen has removed the distinctions between
servants and handmaidens, and through perfect grace and all-
embracing mercy has established all upon a single plane. He
has cut asunder the back of vain imaginings with the sword of
utterance and has erased the whisperings of idle fancy through
His mighty, prevailing power. All tongues in creation fall short
of offering thanks for this bounty, and all hearts in existence
fail to enumerate its blessings. Exalted is our Lord’s grace, and
exalted are His perfect favors, His all-encompassing mercy, His
all-pervading generosity, and His manifest, resplendent bounty.

Glorified art Thou, O God of existence, Lord of the Kingdom,
and Sovereign of the Realm of Might! I beseech Thee by Thy
Command through which Thou didst create all beings, man-
ifest all things, and bid all to that which draweth them nigh
unto Thee, profiteth them in Thy worlds, and abideth with
them in all conditions. O my Lord! Thou seest Thy servant
desiring to make mention of one of Thy handmaidens, a leaf
among Thy leaves, whom Thou hast strengthened through Thy
generosity and bounty, causing her to turn toward the horizon
of Thy Manifestation in Thy days and to acknowledge that
which Thou hast sent down from the heaven of Thy grace to
Thy servants and creation. I beseech Thee, O God of the seen
and unseen, Who guideth all to turn toward Thy Name, the
All-Loving, to strengthen her with the hosts of Thine invisible
realm to mention and praise Thee among Thy handmaidens.
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Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty, the One, the Sin-
gle, the Hearing, the Answering.

Thereafter, the letters of that honored lady arrived, and from
each was evident the bounty of faith and recognition. Praise
be to God that thou art engaged in the mention and praise of
God, exalted be His glory. After reading and reviewing them,
they were taken to the Most Exalted Horizon, the Supreme
Station, the Most Glorious Spot, and were presented before
the countenance of the Lord of all beings, attaining the honor
of His hearing. These are His mighty words, exalted be His
utterance and manifest His proof:

He is the Compassionate, the Forgiving, the Generous

O My handmaiden and My leaf! The Wronged One hath heard
thy cry and that which thy heart’s tongue hath uttered, and
thy manifest praise of thy Lord. By the life of God! The
praise rendered unto Him this day cannot be equaled by all
that is possessed by the peoples, the treasures of the earth,
and whatsoever is with the princes and kings. The Lord of
the Kingdom beareth witness unto this at this manifest hour.
We have heard thy yearning and thy lamentation, and have
answered thee with a Tablet that calleth betwixt earth and
heaven, and maketh mention of thee in such wise as to immor-
talize that which hath proceeded from thee in His love, His
service, His remembrance and His praise. He hath made all
that hath issued from thy lips a trust with Him. He, verily,
is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. Shouldst thou hear,
with true hearing, that which hath been revealed unto thee at
this hour from My Most Exalted Pen, thou wouldst soar upon
the wings of longing in the atmosphere of the love of the Lord
of the Day of the Covenant, and wouldst say throughout the
days of thy life: “Praise be unto Thee, O Thou the Goal of
the world, and glory be unto Thee, O Thou the Beloved of
them that have recognized Thee! May all existence be a sac-
rifice unto Thy favors, and all that hath been and shall be be
a sacrifice unto Thy Word, O Thou Who art wronged among
enemies, and in Whose grasp are the reins of all who are in the
heavens and on earth!”

O My handmaiden and daughter of My handmaiden! Hearken
unto the voice of the Wronged One in the Persian tongue. They
that are related to that blessed and forgiven soul, by whose
remembrance the world hath been perfumed, whether male
or female, have ever been adorned with the crown of loving-
kindness and the ornament of mention and compassion. God
hath loved faithfulness, and in view of the special favor that
hath been extended to him who hath ascended unto God, the
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names and remembrances of those related to him have not
been effaced from the Crimson Tablet, but rather are inscribed
therein by the Most Exalted Pen. All must recognize the value
of this most great bounty and supreme gift, and preserve it as
they would their heart and soul, their sight and spirit. This
Wronged One beseecheth the ocean of favor and bestowal that
He may aid the people of that household to act in accordance
with that which hath been revealed in the Book from the Pen of
Command, and likewise enable them to succeed in that which
would cause the spread of His signs. Verily, He is the One Who
hath power over whatsoever He willeth through His word “Be,”
and it is.

O daughter of the daughter of one who loved Me! Rejoice, for
He hath forgiven thy father and thy mother as a bounty from
His presence. Today, whosoever attaineth unto the mention of
but one word from the divine utterances hath attained unto
the greatest good and the supreme favor. God willing, thou
shalt be enabled to achieve that which is worthy and befitting
of this divine Manifestation and heavenly Cause.

His honor Mirza Muhammad-Taqi, upon him be My glory and
loving-kindness, hath ever been and continueth to be remem-
bered. We beseech God to aid him in such deeds and conduct
as would cause the exaltation of the Word of God and his sta-
tion. We, verily, send Our greetings unto him at this hour and
give him the glad-tidings of that which was revealed for him be-
fore and after. Verily, the mercy of his Lord hath preceded all
existence. The people of that land must, under all conditions,
show honor and respect unto the people of that household, for
the station of His Holiness Azghandi is great in the sight of
God.

We send Our greetings at this hour unto him who was named
‘Abdu’l-Husayn. We have heard mention of him in this Most
Great Remembrance and his praise in this Manifest News. God
willing, may he spend the days of his youth in remembrance,
praise and devotion. Verily, He heareth and seeth, and He is
the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.

The splendor from Us be upon those who have hearkened to
the Call and acted in accordance with that which they were
commanded by the All-Wise Ordainer. Praise be to God, ye
have attained unto the drops of the ocean of divine bounty.
Today the hand of grace hath removed all differences; servants
and handmaidens are beheld on the same plane. Blessed is
the servant who hath attained unto that which God hath com-
manded, and likewise blessed is the leaf that hath been moved
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by the breezes of His Will. This bounty is great and this sta-
tion exalted. His grace and generosity are ever-manifest and
evident. Who is able to thank Him for His continuous be-
stowals and successive favors? Under all conditions we cling to
the hem of His bounty and hold fast to the cord of His grace,
and from Him do we beseech that He strengthen His Honor
Aqga Mirza Habibu’llah, upon him be the Glory of God, who
hath attained unto His presence, in love and kindness. He is
the One Who strengtheneth, the One Who succoreth. There
is none other God but He, the Most High, the Most Glorious.
Today all must be illumined with the light of His Cause and
enkindled with the fire of the Sacred Tree, and with utmost
love and faithfulness take the most great cup from the Most
Glorious Cupbearer, and drink and imbibe it despite the ene-
mies, and occupy themselves with the remembrance of the One
True Goal and the One True Object of Worship.

The spiritual friend, His Honor Aga Mirza Muhammad-Taqi,
upon him be the Glory of God, is, God willing, strengthened
to unite and harmonize souls. I convey greetings to him and
beseech assistance for him.

Likewise for the apple of my eye, His Honor ‘Abdu’l-Husayn,
upon him be the Glory of God. Praise be to God, in his early
days he was strengthened to make mention of the Lord of all
beings. Verily our Lord is the All-Bountiful, He is the All-
Merciful, He is the Strengthener, He is the Enabler, He is the
Succorer, and He is the Most Merciful of the merciful ones
and the Most Generous of the generous ones. The verses of
that apple of my eye were presented before the countenance
of the Goal of the worlds and were honored with acceptance.
Blessed is the tongue that speaketh in praise and the heart
that is enkindled with the fire of love. In all conditions bounty
is from Him, and from Him do I seek confirmation for the
aforementioned souls in whatsoever befitteth His generosity.
Verily He is the All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful, and the Hearer,
the Answerer, the All-Powerful, the All-Wise. The Glory be
upon thee and upon His devoted handmaidens and devoted
servants, and praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

The servant 24 Dhi’l-Hijjih 1306
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To: Ghulam-Ali son of Dhabih
Date: 1306-12-24 [1889-Aug-21]

He is the Hearer in the Kingdom of Utterance.

This is a Book which the All-Merciful hath sent down
to him who hath believed in God, the Help in Peril, the
Self-Subsisting, that the fragrances of revelation might draw
him to the Dawning-Place of the verses of God, the Lord of
existence.

O son of Dhabih! Reflect upon the sacrifices for God, exalted
be His glory, in this Most Great Revelation, how each one,
with utmost eagerness and contentment, set out for the place
of sacrifice and offered up their lives for the Peerless Friend.
Nevertheless, none took notice, and these mighty deeds only
increased the wickedness of the opposers. From pulpits they
praise and extol the sacrifice of former times, even though that
sacrifice was spared and returned in safety, while of the sacri-
fices of this Revelation, who freely gave their lives, no mention
was or is made. Likewise, they consider the martyrdom of
Husayn ibn ‘Ali to be the cause of the exaltation of the Cause
of the Apostle - may my spirit be sacrificed for all else but Him.
Glory be to God! In this Revelation the attraction of divine
verses so inflamed the hearts that they flew on wings of longing
to the place of sacrifice and offered up their spirits before the
feet of the Luminary of the horizons. Where are the eyes to
see, where are the ears to hear, and where are the hearts to
understand?

O son of Dhabih! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-
kindness. Verses descend like torrential rain by night and day,
the ocean of utterance surgeth before the faces of all religions,
and the Sun of inner meanings dawns and shineth from the
horizon of the heaven of the All-Merciful’s mercy. Yet all re-
main heedless and veiled save whom thy Lord willeth. Today
the people of the Bayan are seen to be more lost than the Shi’ih
sect. They have set aside their God and taken their vain de-
sires. They have named the Dayyan the father of evil and the
Friend of the All-Merciful the father of calamities, and they
have embraced tyranny and shed his blood.

5 O son of Dhabih! Upon thee and upon those with thee be the
light of My utterance and My mercy. Observe the wickedness
of the heedless souls. Because of Siyyid Muhammad Isfahani -
who was unworthy of mention and whom We expelled from Our
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presence and service - some have remained veiled and deprived
of the Divine Revelation and the Dawning-Place of celestial
light. They slay the Dayyan while asking about one who hath
no mention with God, the Lord of all worlds.

God is witness and aware that this Wronged One’s purpose
and desire is to remove strife, corruption and conflict from the
world and to purify the hearts of all peoples from rancor and
hatred. The heedless ones have clung to names while remain-
ing deprived of their Creator, Source and Lord. Names have
become as idols for some, and the Shi’ih sect is truly recorded
with God as worshippers of names, and on the Day of Reckon-
ing they have done what no oppressor hath ever done - from
pulpits they curse and revile the Object of all the worlds. Leave
their mention and what they possess, turning to God, the Lord
of all worlds.

Convey My greetings to all the women and gladden them all
with the remembrance and orientation of the Wronged One.
They have never been and never shall be forgotten. We beseech
God to preserve you from the evil of those who have denied
Him and His verses. Glory be upon you and upon those with
you, and may you be remembered by God, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy.
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BHO02260

To: Hadrat-i-Abdu’l-’Azim Mirza Masih
Date: 1306-12-2/ [1889-Aug-21]

A Visitation Prayer for His Holiness ‘Abdu’l-‘Azim and His
Holiness Haji Mirza Masih, upon them both be the glory of
God

He is the All-Remembering, the All-Knowing

The Light shining from the horizon of the heaven of bounty,
and the Manifestation radiating from the Will of God, Creator
of the heavens and Sovereign of the Kingdom of Names, be
upon thee, O mighty pillar of God, His great Cause, and His
manifest Light! I testify that thou didst fulfill thy covenant
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with thy Lord and observed the rights of God in thy comings
and goings, holding fast to the cord of His commandments
and ordinances, and acting according to that which thou wert
bidden in His Book. Thou art he whom God made the cup-
bearer of the wine of His utterance amongst His servants and
the ocean of His knowledge in His dominion. Thou art he
who acknowledged the oneness of God and His sanctification
above all else. I testify that thou wert a pillar of faith in the
realm of possibility and a sign of the All-Merciful among the
religions. Through thee were spread abroad the traces of God
in the world and His mention among the nations. Thou art he
who recognized the Straight Path of God and acknowledged
His Great Announcement. Blessed art thou for having attained
unto recognition and acceptance after the servants turned away
and denied the bounty of their Lord, the Creator of existence.
Happy art thou, O thou who didst cling to the hem of the robe
of thy Lord’s mercy.

Thou art he whom God made trustworthy from His presence
and in whom He deposited a trust from His side, and verily
he was named the Masih (Messiah) in the Book of Names.
Upon him be the glory of God, Creator of the heavens, and the
glory of the Concourse on High, and the glory of the denizens
of the most exalted Paradise. O Masih! Upon thee be my
praise, my remembrance and my glory. Thou didst dwell in
the land of Ray while thy Lord remembereth thee from the
prison of ‘Akka, and remembereth thy days, thy acceptance,
thy turning unto Him, thy presence, thy attainment unto His
presence, and thy steadfastness. Thou art he whom the breezes
of the dawn of Revelation awakened, and whom the call of Him
Who conversed on Sinai attracted from the Divine Lote-Tree in
human form. Blessed be the All-Merciful Who hath manifested
His evident Cause and His mighty Announcement. Thou art
he who perceived the fragrance of the garment when it was
diffused and answered the call when it was raised. Through
thy guidance did the thirsty hasten to the living waters and
the rebellious to the river of mercy and forgiveness. Thou art
a sign of truth among creation and a light of knowledge in the
lands. We beseech God by thee and by the sighs of thy heart
and the tears of thine eyes in thy love for thy Lord, to ordain
for those who visit thee the reward of those who have drunk
the choice wine of utterance from the cup of His bounty. Verily
thy Lord is powerful over whatsoever He willeth. There is no
God but Him, the All-Bountiful, the Ever-Flowing, the Most
Generous, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Glory be unto Thee, O God, Lord of the world and Master
of nations! I beseech Thee by the Most Great Name through
which Thy path was established and Thy balance was set up,
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and through which the ocean of grandeur surged and the moun-
tains passed away, to forgive me and my father and whosoever
hath believed in Thee and Thy signs. O my Lord! Thou seest
me standing before the tomb of Thy friend and chosen one. I
beseech Thee by him and by Thy greatest signs to ordain for
me the good of the hereafter and of this world. Then ordain
for me a station beneath the canopies of Thy grandeur and
the pavilion of Thy glory. Verily Thou art the Almighty, the
Exalted, the All-Bestowing.
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BHO03744

To: Aga Muhammad Husayn Sarraf Shirazi
Date: 1306-12-24 [1889-Aug-21]

In My Name, the Most Merciful, He is the Most Compassion-
ate!

O thou who standest before the Countenance! Thy remem-
brance hath ever been and shall continue to be mentioned in
the Most Holy and Exalted Presence. The atoms of all created
things have testified and do testify to thy acceptance, thy de-
votion and thy service. The dwellers of the Supreme Paradise
and the Most Exalted Heaven, and those who circle round the
Lord of all beings - all these bear witness to the compassion,
the grace, the mercy, the bounty and the favors of the True
One towards thee.

Know thou with absolute certitude that thou art of God and
belong to Him. His grace hath ever been and shall continue
to be with thee, and ere long the gate of His mercy shall be
opened wider than ever before: thou shalt see what no eye
hath seen and hear what no ear hath heard. Verily thy Lord
is the Mighty, the All-Bountiful. All existence, both seen and
unseen, beareth witness to His grace.

When thou art seized by the rapture of the shrill voice of My
Pen and the breezes of revelation from My direction, say: Glory
be unto Thee, O my God! I testify to Thy oneness and Thy
singleness, to Thy greatness and Thy sovereignty, to the mys-
teries of Thy Book and the lights of Thy countenance. I be-
seech Thee, O God of all beings and Educator of all created
things, by Thy greatest signs and the revelations of Thy most
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exalted horizon, to strengthen me in that which will cause Thy
Cause to be exalted among Thy creatures.

O Lord! T am Thy servant and the son of Thy servant. I have
laid hold on the cord of Thy grace and clung to the hem of
the robe of Thy bounty. By Thy might and Thy majesty, I
am content in all conditions with whatsoever hath appeared in
Thy path and been manifested in Thy days. By Thy glory and
Thy sovereignty, let not the vicissitudes of the world prevent
me from drawing nigh unto Thee, nor its hardships from gazing
toward the horizon of the heaven of Thy mercy. I beseech Thee
by the stars of the heaven of Thy wisdom and the waves of the
ocean of Thy generosity to transform my hardship into ease
and my difficulty into comfort. Verily Thou art the Lord of
all beings and the Lord of the throne on high and of the dust
below. There is no God but Thee, the Truth, the Knower of
the unseen.
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To: Mirza Abdullah Khan Nuri, in Tihran
Date: 1306-12-2/ [1889-Aug-21]

He is the Hearer in His most exalted Kingdom!

We have sent down the verses and manifested the clear proofs
and opened, through the key of wisdom, the door of grace
and bounty before the faces of all peoples. Among men are
those who have taken the choice wine of revelation in such
wise that they have detached themselves from all else but God
and held fast unto Him, and among them are those who have
denied God’s proof and His evidence and His greatness and His
sovereignty and His might and His bounty. These are among
the most lost in My perspicuous Book.

We bear witness that thou hast attained to that which was con-
cealed in hearts and recorded in the Book of God, the Mighty,
the All-Knowing. His honor Amin was present and made men-
tion of you and the friends of that land, and each one attained
to that which befitteth His grace and favor. We have men-
tioned each one with a mention that is eternal and enduring.
Convey My greetings to the friends of that land and gladden
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them with the splendors of the light of the Day-Star of the
generosity of the Lord of eternity.

Say: Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having illumined
me with the lights of Thy unity and adorned me with the
ornament of steadfastness in Thy love. I bear witness, O my
God, to that which Thy Most Great Name hath witnessed
amidst the nations, and I beseech Thee by His greatness and
His sovereignty and His might and His power that Thou make
me to be of those who have aided Thy Cause and spoken Thy
praise and soared in Thy atmosphere and drunk the choice wine
of Thy revelation and appeared before Thy face and attained
unto the hearing of Thy call and the witnessing of the horizon
of Thy manifestation. O my Lord! I am he whom Thou hast
adorned with the robe of Thy grace and the crown of Thy love.
I beseech Thee not to deprive me of that which Thou hast
ordained for Thy chosen ones. There is no God but Thee, the
Single, the One, the Powerful, the Mighty, the Great.
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To: Mirza Naim Sidihi, in Tihran
Date: 1306-12-24 [1889-Aug-21]

He speaketh forth in truth

O Naim, upon thee be the Glory of God, the All-Glorious, the
All-Knowing! We make mention of thee in the prison, and at
this moment have turned toward thee. Say: Glory be to Thee,
O my God! Were it not for tribulations in Thy path, how
would the stations of Thy lovers be revealed? And were it not
for afflictions in Thy love, by what means would the rank of
Thy ardent devotees be proven?

By Thy might! The companion of Thy loved ones are their flow-
ing tears, the intimate of Thy seekers are their heart’s lamen-
tations, and the sustenance of those who yearn for Thee are
the pieces of their hearts. How sweet is the deadly poison in
Thy path, and how precious are the arrows of the enemies for
the exaltation of Thy Word!

O my God! Make me drink in Thy Cause whatsoever Thou
hast desired, and send down upon me in Thy love whatsoever
Thou hast ordained. By Thy might! I desire naught but what
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Thou desirest, and I love naught but what Thou lovest. I have
placed my trust in Thee in all conditions. I beseech Thee, O
my God, to manifest for the victory of this Revelation one who
is worthy of Thy Name and Thy sovereignty, that he may re-
member Thee amongst Thy creation and raise the standards
of Thy triumph in Thy realm. Verily, Thou art powerful over
whatsoever Thou willest. There is no God but Thee, the Pro-
tector, the Self-Subsisting.

O Naim! These words were previously revealed from the
Supreme Pen for a certain soul, and now are revealed again
specifically for you, that you may chant them with the
melodies of the birds of Paradise and be of them that attain.
The glory from Us be upon thee and upon whosoever hath
held fast to the cord of God, the Strong.
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To: Um Mirza a h
Date: 1306-12-24 [1889-Aug-21]
He is the All-Expounding, the All-Knowing (:L,J\ C;.\:l\ P

O My Leaf! Upon thee be My glory. Today the Sun of Mani-
festation, which hath dawned from the horizon of the heaven
of God’s will, speaketh these words: “Blessed is he who hath
heard the Call and turned to the Most Exalted Horizon, and
woe to the heedless. Blessed is he who hath drunk the choice
wine of revelation from the hands of grace and bounty, and woe
to the deniers. Blessed is he who hath turned with his heart
to the Seat of the Throne and attained to the knowledge of his
Lord, and woe to every rejected denier.” Praise be to God that
that leaf hath attained both to the recognition of God, exalted
be His glory, and to the verses of the Most Exalted Pen. Say:

“Praise be to Thee, O Thou the Goal of the world, for hav-
ing aided me to acknowledge that which the Tongue of Thy
grandeur hath uttered in Thy days. I beseech Thee by Thy
sword which, when unsheathed from its scabbard, causeth the
heads to fly from both the unseen and the visible realms. By
the life of God! This sword is His utterance and His mention.
Blessed is he who hath heard and hath shown justice in His
Cause, and woe to the oppressors. We have remembered thee
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and thy son and thy daughter, upon them be the glory of God
and His loving-kindness, with a mention whereby the hearts of
the righteous have been attracted. For all we beseech enable-
ment to do that which endureth and lasteth. Verily thy Lord
is powerful over all things. Glory be upon thee and upon those
with thee from One All-Knowing, All-Wise.”
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To: Fatimih mother of Aqa Mirza Siyyid Husayn
Date: 1306-12-24 [1889-Aug-21]

In the name of the Peerless Friend!

The friends of God have ever been beneath the glance of His
grace. Each one of the servants and handmaidens who has
turned toward the Most Exalted Horizon has, in that very mo-
ment, had their mention fall from the Tongue of Grandeur
and their name recorded by the Pen of Grace in the Book. We
beseech God to assist His handmaidens in that which will pro-
mote His Cause. Verily, He is with His servants and handmaid-
ens, He heareth and seeth, and He is the Truth, the Knower of
all things hidden.

In these days the Afnans and Jinab-i-Amin, upon them be the
glory of God, the Lord of all worlds, have attained the prison
and His presence. They have repeatedly drunk from the cup
of reunion proffered by the Hand of Bounty. Happy are they!

Convey greetings from the Wronged One to the handmaidens
of that land. We beseech God to assist all to that which will
exalt His Cause. Verily, He is the All-Merciful, the Generous.

The Glory be upon thee from Us, and upon every handmaiden
who hath attained to the recognition of God, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy. There is no God but He, the Powerful, the
Almighty.
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To: son of Attar
Date: 1306 [1888-1889]

He is God, exalted be His glory and universal be His bounty!

2 Praise be to God Who hath kindled the lamp of utterance and
sustaineth it with the oil of knowledge and wisdom in the mid-
most heart of creation. He it is Who, by His command, hath
caused the trees of existence to yield the fruits of knowledge
in the invisible realm and the visible world, and through His
Word hath illumined the daysprings of hearts with the lights of
the knowledge of His cherished and glorious countenance. He
it is Who hath adorned the body of the world with the orna-
ment of His Most Great Name and hath summoned all peoples
to the quarter of His most perfect mystery and hath unveiled
to the mystics who have attained His presence the mysteries of
eternity. None can resist His bidding or prevent His judgment.
He revealeth whatsoever He willeth in creation and draweth
aside the veil of concealment from His hidden beauty, though
the unbelievers be averse.

Glory be unto Thee, O Lord of existence and Ruler of the seen
and unseen! How can I thank Thee for the wonders of Thy
favors, and with what tongue can I praise and glorify Thee for
that which Thou hast bestowed upon Thy servants in the days
of the manifestation of Thy beauty and the dawning of the
sun of Thy majesty? By Thy glory, O Lord of mankind and
Manifestation of the mysteries of divine decree! I see my tongue
powerless to render thanks for even the least of Thy favors, how
much less to offer praise and gratitude before the revelation of
Thy grandeur and greatness. Were Thou to transform all my
limbs into tongues with which to thank Thee, it would still be
trifling compared to the manifestations of Thy grace and the
evidences of Thy loving-kindness. Through the sovereignty of
Thy mercy, Thou didst create us and provide for us and cause
us to appear in these days which Thou didst promise to Thy
chosen ones in Thy Scriptures and Tablets. This is a blessing
that cannot be compared with aught else in Thy earth and
heaven, and this is a gift for which the hearts of the Prophets
and Saints yearned, and in remembrance and desire of which
the hearts of the chosen ones and faithful ones were consumed.
How many nights did they weep with longing to attain Thy
days, and how many days did they shed tears in their quest
to exist in the world at the time of the manifestation of Thy
beauty!
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Thou, through Thy most great favor and most perfect bounty,
hast ordained for us this supreme blessing and this greatest gift.
We beseech Thee to assist us, through the sovereignty of Thy
power, to recognize its value and render thanks for it. Accept,
O our God and our Lord and our Hope, our mention and our
praise and our glorification. Look not upon our weakness and
poverty, but rather upon Thy power and Thy riches and Thy
majesty and Thy independence. Aid us to remain steadfast
in the path of Thy love and to stand firm in the way of Thy
good-pleasure. Verily Thou art the All-Bountiful, possessed of
infinite grace. There is no God but Thee, the Single, the One,
the Mighty, the Merciful.

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of longing and who
holdest fast to the hem of the Covenant on the Day of Meeting!
That which thou didst inscribe with the trace of ink hath been
received. From its darkness wafted the musk-scented breeze
of love and fellowship, and from its whiteness shone forth the
lights of harmony and unity. I read it and pondered it, and
comprehended its allusions and all that its words encompassed.
I beseech God, the Lord of Eternity, by His Most Great Name,
to ordain for thee every good beneath His shadow, to protect
thee from the evil of the wicked among His creatures, and to
adorn thee at every moment with the ornament of His grace.
Verily, He is the Kind, the All-Loving.

i Grieve not that there hath been delay in writing. By thy life!

The heart is occupied with thy remembrance and the remem-
brance of the chosen ones of thy Lord. What is inscribed upon
stones may be effaced, but that which is inscribed upon the
tablet of the heart from the verses of love shall never be erased.
Blessed art thou, and glad tidings be unto thee, for the favors
of thy Lord have encompassed thee. He hath assisted thee in
His service, adorned thee with the ornament of His grace and
mercy, and caused thee to dwell beneath the shade of His Di-
vine Lote-Tree. We thank Him for this manifest grace, and
praise Him at all times, before all times, and after all times.

In Persian it is mentioned: Praise be to God! Thou art adorned
with the ornament of grace and dwellest beneath the shade
of bounty. In most times, mention of thee floweth from the
Tongue of Divine Will, and the bestowal of supreme favor in
thy behalf is evident. After the arrival of thy letter, one day
it was presented before the Presence, and mention was made
of thee. The Tongue of Grace spoke these exalted words - His
words, exalted be His utterance and magnified be His favor:

He is the All-Witnessing, the All-Hearing;:
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O son of Attar! Upon thee be the Glory of God and His loving-
kindness, and upon thy mother and father and thy two broth-
ers. Verily they have attained to the Meeting and have quaffed
the choice wine of reunion from the hands of the bounty of thy
Lord, the All-Bountiful. Praise be to the Desired One of all
worlds that thou art mentioned from the Most Exalted Pen as
“O son of Attar” In truth, thou art the perfumer from whom
the fragrance of Divine love wafteth, and the Concourse on
High doth inhale it. Every soul who is today adorned with the
ornament of the love of God - his fragrance is diffused, his light
is radiant, his name is resplendent, and his mention is effective.
The glances of loving-kindness have ever been directed towards
you. Protect the Cause of God and hold fast unto wisdom. He
will teach you that which will profit you through His grace, for
He is the All-Bountiful, the Generous One.

Convey My greetings to the men and women of that household
and gladden them with God’s loving-kindness. Let not the
world’s differences and changes grieve you. By the life of God!
That which hath been ordained for you is such that all the
treasures of the earth cannot equal it. Beseech God, exalted
be His glory, to preserve this most exalted station. Verily, He
is the Almighty, the All-Powerful. The effulgent, manifest, and
evident Light be upon the people of God and upon you and
upon those whom neither the might of the world nor the clamor
of nations hath frightened, who have acknowledged that which
the Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken: verily, there is no God
but Him, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

Ask ye God, exalted be His glory, not to deprive mankind of
this supreme blessing and most great gift. The veils of idle
fancies and vain imaginings have so encompassed the people of
the world that they have entirely blocked the path of salvation
and the way of life, save for the hidden favors and inner con-
firmations of the Lord of all beings to take them by the hand
and lead them from the wilderness of perdition to the highway
of salvation. Those who have abandoned the Bayan and are
heedless of the Cause of the All-Merciful, who count themselves
among the people of the Bayan, have once again clung to pre-
vious idle fancies and barred themselves from nearness to the
Divine Law. For centuries upon centuries the Divine Manifes-
tations have guided the servants to the path of righteousness
and warned them against the abyss of vain imaginings and ap-
proaching the precipice of idle fancies. Repeatedly in every age
and cycle, They have clearly explained whatsoever prevented
previous peoples from accepting the truth. Yet again the heed-
less servants are seen clinging to the same issues, far removed
from the path of knowledge, distant and separated from their
true homeland.
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2 Say: O my God, my Lord, and my Hope! I beseech Thee by

the sovereignty of Thy power and the dominion of Thy might
to protect Thy people from the whisperings of the devils and
the promptings of the corrupters, and to guard the pearls of
their love for Thee from the hands of the thieves. Verily, Thou
art the Sovereign of all worlds and the Lord of the heavens and
the earth.

O thou beloved! 1 was engaged in writing the reply when a
letter arrived from one of the friends containing that which
grieved the hearts of the people of understanding, for it brought
news of the ascension of the Leaf who had adorned herself in
the days of her Lord with the ornament of her Master’s loving-
kindness, who had spent her time in service to the friends, and
who was called from the Tongue of Grandeur the Mother of the
near ones. She followed the example of the Blessed Leaf who
sprang from the Tree in ascending from the cage of mortality
to the gardens of holiness, nearness and eternity. Upon her be
the glory of her Lord, the Creator of all things and the King
of earth and heaven. What hath befallen you hath grieved the
hearts of them that circle round. We beseech Him, exalted be
He, to console you and comfort you and to send down upon
you patience and tranquility from His presence. Grieve not in
the days of thy Lord but hold fast to the cord of patience and
resignation. Say:

The first praise that appeared in the world of creation and the
first mention that moved the tongues of the near ones be upon
thee, O thou leaf that art firm and stirring upon the Lote Tree,
ascending to the heaven of grace and mercy, and rising to the
kingdom of power and grandeur! Blessed art thou for having
been adorned with the ornament of eternity and for having cast
off from thyself the garment of mortality. Joy be unto thee in
this great bounty and mighty gift! I beseech God, exalted be
He, to confirm His handmaidens in what He hath confirmed
thee in His days, and not to deprive them of that which thou
hast attained in His Cause. Verily, He is powerful over what
He willeth and worthy to answer. Convey My greetings to thy
two brothers and mention them with wondrous mention. Glory
and praise be upon thee and upon them and upon your family
and upon the steadfast loved ones of God. And praise be to
God, the Lord of the worlds.
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BHO06594

To: Aqa Muhammad Isma’il
Date: 1306 [1888-1889]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him. He hath
indeed come with the truth and made manifest His straight
and shining path. Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for the
manifestation of Thy bounties and gifts whereby the sun of
Thy grace hath shone forth upon Thy servants and Thy crea-
tures. I beseech Thee, by the ocean of Thy generosity and
the heaven of Thy mercy, to ordain for Thy loved ones that
which will attract the dwellers of Thy earth. Thou seest, O
my God, my Lord and my Support, what hath befallen Thy
chosen ones in the days of the Dawning-Place of Thy signs and
the Dayspring of Thy clear tokens. By Thy might, O Lord
of the worlds and Ruler of nations! Hearts find no rest ex-
cept through the signs of Thy triumph, and souls attain no
tranquility save through the manifestation of Thy power and
might amongst Thy creatures. I beseech Thee not to withhold
eyes from beholding the banners that have been raised up in
Thy name, nor ears from hearkening to Thy most sweet call
in Thy dominion. O Lord! Send down from the heaven of
Thy bounty the rains of Thy mercy and blessing upon them
who have turned toward Thee. Thou art, verily, powerful over
whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee,
the All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful.
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BHO07680

To: sister of Jinab-i-Haji Muhammad Alaqih-Band
Date: 1306 [1888-1889]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord!

Glorified art Thou, O my God and the God of all created
things, my Purpose and the Purpose of all contingent beings!
Thou knowest and seest Thy loved ones amidst Thy enemies
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and what hath befallen them in Thy path. I beseech Thee
by the ordering of Thy Cause and the decree of Thy Pen and
the blowing of the breezes of Thy Will whereby Thou hast
subdued the hearts of Thy servants, to protect Thy loved ones
from the evil of Thine opponents, then aid them with the hosts
of Thy remembrance and utterance. Verily Thou art powerful
over whatsoever Thou willest. There is no God but Thee, the
Mighty, the All-Forgiving.

O Lord! Thou seest one of Thy leaves who hath believed in
Thee and in Thy signs. I beseech Thee to forgive her and assist
her in that which Thou lovest and art pleased with. Verily,
Thou art the Lord of the first and the last.

He is the Helper. The handmaiden of God, sister of Haji
Muhammad, upon them both be the Glory of God, sent one
ring and six skull-caps and one prayer-bead string through the
honored Mr. Afnan, upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of
God, which reached the servant in the year 1305.
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BHO08258

To: Aga Mirza Mumin
Date: 1306 [1888-1889]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

Glorified art Thou, O my God! O Thou Who hast, in Thy
days, revealed what lay hidden in the breasts of the treach-
erous among Thy servants and the calumniators among Thy
creatures! Thou hast spoken a word whereby Thou hast dis-
tinguished between those of the right hand and those of the
left. I testify that Thou art the Almighty, the Self-Sufficient,
the Most Exalted. I beseech Thee, O Thou through the at-
traction of Whose verses the sincere hastened to the place of
sacrifice and they who are nigh rushed to the assistance of Thy
Cause when the clamor was raised - I beseech Thee by Thy
Most Great Name, through which the limbs of the nations
trembled, to assist Thy loved ones to stand firm in Thy Cause
and in Thy love. Then send down, O my God, upon him who
hath turned toward the lights of Thy countenance and followed
Thy practice which existed aforetime, the rain of Thy bounty
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and generosity from the heaven of Thy grace. Verily, Thou art
the Lord of existence and the Sovereign of the seen and the
unseen. There is none other God but Thee, the Almighty, the
Most Exalted, the All-Powerful, the All-Loving.
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BH10589

To: Mulla Muhammad Shafi Nayrizi son of Mulla Ali Nagqi
Date: 1306 [1888-1889]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Glorified art Thou, O my God! Praise be unto Thee for hav-
ing aided Thy loved ones to do what is right and to fulfill what
Thou hast commanded them in Thy perspicuous Book. I be-
seech Thee by the light of Thy countenance, through which
the heavens and earth were illumined, to ordain for them that
which shall prosper them at every moment. Verily, Thou art
the Revealer of the Word and the Manifestation of Religions.
O Lord! Send down upon them from the heaven of Thy mercy
a blessing from Thee. Verily, Thou art the Compassionate, the
Bountiful.
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BH10523

To: Aga Mirza Muhammad Qaf
Date: 1306 [1888-1889]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

My God, my God! T testify that these days are Thy days,
wherein Thou hast opened the gates of Thy grace and mercy
unto the faces of Thy servants. I beseech Thee by them who
have borne Thy throne and who have arisen to serve Thy
Cause in such wise that neither the tyrants of the age nor the
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Pharaohs of the land could deter them - O my Lord! ordain
through Thy Most Exalted Pen for him who hath turned unto
Thee the best of this world and of the world to come. Verily,
Thou art the All-Forgiving, the Kind, the Mighty, the Bounti-
ful. There is none other God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.
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To: Aga Muhammad Isma’il
Date: 1306 [1888-1889]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having guided Thy loved
ones to the Most Great Ocean through Thy bounty and grace,
and for having given them to drink therefrom through Thy
loving-kindness and mercy. I beseech Thee, O Thou at Whose
Name the stones have cried out and the kernels have spoken, to
assist them each day to serve Thee and to remember and praise
Thee. Then accept from them what they have wrought out of
love for Thy good-pleasure. O Lord! Thou art the Generous,
the Possessor of great bounty. There is no God but Thee, the
Forgiving, the Merciful.
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To: Aga Mirza Ahmad
Date: 1306 [1888-1889]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

O my Lord! I beseech Thee by the revelations of Thy Most
Great Name unto all peoples and by the lights of Thy counte-
nance, O Thou Master of eternity, to protect Thy loved ones
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from the dictates of self and passion, and to adorn them with
the ornament of Thy glory, O Thou Lord of all humanity and
Sovereign of the hereafter and of the former times. O my Lord!
Withhold them not from the gate of Thy bounty, nor from the
ocean of Thy generosity. Thou, verily, art the All-Powerful,
the Almighty.
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BHO00224
To: Jamal Burujirdi et al.
Date: 1306 ? [1888-1889]
He is the Concealer, the All-Knowing @l,.J\ Szl P

O Jamal! The requirements of this age are different, and the re-
quirements of divine wisdom are different. Therefore, the Pen
of Will has paused in certain matters. In any case, they must
observe wisdom and hold fast to it. That which is conducive
to the spread of the Cause is not permitted today in the land
of Ta. O Jamal! Look from what is with the people to what is
with God. The glance of favor has ever been directed to you.
They said to Jesus, Son of Mary, “Why do you associate with
tax collectors?” He said, “I have come for the sinners, that
through kindly counsels I might sanctify them from worldly
conditions and guide them to that which will exalt them.”

You should speak the word of truth with the utmost joy and
fragrance. If it finds a hearing ear and is heeded, the purpose
is achieved; otherwise, one should leave him to himself. Today
the sun of justice is behind clouds and the moon of wisdom
behind veils. One must act with forbearance. As We have
written to some of the deniers: “Cut not off the fragrance of
utterance which is the cause of the guidance of the world.” The
meaning is that even if some do not accept from you now, you
should not withdraw. Today is the day of manifestation. The
ocean of mercy is surging and the grace of God, exalted be
His glory, is all-encompassing. You must act in whatever way
causes acceptance and joy. This is what We commanded you
before and in this Clear Tablet.
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As to what you mentioned regarding the friends in Dawlatabad,
it has been honored with hearing. We mention them at this
time from My Most Exalted Pen as a favor from Us to you,
that you might find yourself in a joy that neither the troubles
of the world, nor the sorrows of the nations, nor their deeds
can change. Verily your Lord is the Faithful Counselor.

O Husayn! Hear the call of the Wronged One. Say: My God,
my God! Praise be to Thee for causing me to hear Thy call,
adorning me with the traces of Thy Pen, and illuminating me
with the lights of Thy remembrance. I beseech Thee by the
ocean of Thy utterance to ordain for me that which will draw
me nigh unto Thee and make me steadfast in Thy love, such
that neither the doubts of the people of the Bayan nor the
allusions of the people of the Furqan shall prevent me. Verily
Thou art the Powerful, the Forgiving, the Generous.

O ‘Ali! The people are in manifest error. O ‘Ali! The people
are in great loss. Hear the call of the Wronged One. Verily
there is no God but Him, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.
The station through whose word a thousand ‘Alis are created—
from this the deniers of the Bayan have turned away and have
clung to the vain imaginings of the Shi’ih people. Say: O peo-
ple! That which never appeared in creation has now appeared.
Behold the ocean of His utterance and the heaven of His grace
and the sun of His manifestation, and be not of the deniers.
Say: Fear God and choose not eternal torment for yourselves
for the sake of two days. Hear the call of the Wronged One.
By God! The one who has caused [others to be] veiled cannot
speak before His face. The tyranny of Amir-Nizam caused the
spreading of certain names, lest the Dawning-Place of God’s
Cause, the Lord of what was and what shall be, become known.
When thou hearest My call, say: Praise be to Thee, O God of
existence, for having remembered me in the prison with that
which shall endure as long as the kingdom and the realm en-
dure.

O Ja’far! Today the Most Great Scene is illumined with the
lights of the Lord of Power, and all trees, leaves, fruits, earth,
mountains, heaven and whatsoever is within them are rejoicing
and exulting at the appearance of the Speaker on Sinai. Yet
the servants are heedless, nay, turned away. We beseech His
grace not to withhold, and on this blessed day when the gates
of bounty are opened wide to all, not to deprive His servants
of His everlasting gifts and heavenly sustenance. He is the
Powerful, the Mighty.

O ‘Ali-Asghar! Praise be to God that thou hast turned to
the Most Exalted Horizon. How many were the servants who
at all times sought the appearance of the Lord of Names, yet
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when the light of His manifestation illumined the world and the
call of the Speaker on Sinai was raised from the most exalted
station, all turned away save whom God willed. For some time
in that land, a heedless one who had turned away was afflicted
with the illness of hatred. We beseech God to protect thee and
His loved ones from the doubts of those who have chosen for
themselves a station in the fire, an abode in hell, and a place
in the burning flame. The Command is in the hand of God,
the Lord of mankind and the Sovereign of destiny. He is the
One Who speaketh at the Most Great Scene with the hidden
mystery and that whereby the moon was cleft asunder. Verily
thy Lord is the Mighty, the Powerful.

O ‘Ali-Akbar! My Name Jamal, upon Him be My Glory and
My favor, made mention of thee. Therefore there hath been
revealed from the Most Exalted Pen that which nothing in the
world can equal. When thou attainest unto it say: Praise be
unto Thee, O God of the worlds, for having remembered me in
Thy Most Great Prison and revealed unto me that which most
of the nations have been deprived of. I beseech Thee by Thy
Most Great Name to strengthen me in steadfastness in Thy
Cause, that names may not cause me to slip in drawing nigh
unto Thee, O Lord of all being and King of the throne on high
and of earth below.

He is the All-Knowing Speaker! O Muhammad-Hadi! He Who
loved Me and desired Me and arose to serve My Cause and to
deliver My commandments and ordinances hath made mention
of thee. We make mention of thee with a mention whereby,
when it appeared from the Pen, all mention circled round it.
Hear the call of the Wronged One from the precincts of the
Prison. Verily there is no God but Him, the Single, the One,
the Mighty, the Self-Subsisting. Blessed is the one whom the
veils of those who disbelieved in the Day of Return did not
weaken. We have manifested the Cause before the faces of
princes and divines with a sovereignty that hath conquered all
in creation. When thou hearest the call from this most exalted
horizon say:

My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having remembered
me in Thy Prison when I was wronged between the hands of
Thy servants. I beseech Thee by the waves of the ocean of
Thy bounty and by the Word whereby Thou didst unite the
hearts of Thy loved ones and didst subdue Thy earth and Thy
heaven, to make me strong through Thy power and a ban-
ner among Thy servants for Thy remembrance. Verily Thou
art the Mighty One Whom the conditions of the people who
broke Thy covenant and Thy testament and committed that
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which caused the dwellers of Thy kingdom and Thy domin-
ion to lament cannot weaken. There is no God but Thee, the
Mighty, the Glorious, the All-Bountiful.

O ‘Abdu’llah! O ‘Abdull Thy name was presented before
the Wronged One. He makes mention of thee with that which
caused the Water of Life to flow for the life of the world. Thank
thy Lord for this great bounty. Jamal, upon Him be My Glory,
made mention of thee and thou hast attained unto these deci-
sive verses. Most of the people of the earth are deprived of the
effulgences of the Sun of Truth, while thou hast attained unto
them. Say:

Praise be unto Thee, O my God, and thanksgiving be unto
Thee, O my Beloved, and bounty be unto Thee, O my Hope! I
beseech Thee by Thy light wherewith Thou didst illumine the
Mount, and by Thy call wherewith the Trees of existence spoke
forth, and by Thy command whereby Thou didst subdue both
the unseen and the seen, to make me steadfast in Thy Cause
and firm in Thy love. Verily, Thou art the Omnipotent over
whatsoever Thou willest through Thy word “Be” and it is. He
is the Hearer, the Answerer.

O ‘Ali-Akbar! Hearken unto the call from the precincts of
‘Akka. Verily, there is no God but Him, the Mighty, the Be-
Arise in the name of God, then raise thy right hand
and rend asunder the veils of the world, by the command of
the Lord of Eternity Who hath sent down the verses and man-
ifested the evidences and proclaimed before all faces: “The
Kingdom is God’s, the Lord of Lords!” Behold, then remem-
ber when Muhammad, the Apostle of God, came, the people
turned away from Him and the divines and princes pronounced
judgment against Him. And before Him, when the Spirit came,
the most learned of that age rejected Him until God raised Him
up through power and sovereignty. Then behold when Moses
came, the Pharaohs of the age and the tyrants of the people
rose against Him. Among them were those who denied Him
and those who pronounced judgment against Him, but God
made Him manifest in the house of one who hated Him and
sought His death, in spite of his will. Verily, thy Lord is the
Omnipotent over what He willeth. There is no God but Him,
the Mighty, the Subduer. Not a thing escapeth His knowledge,
nor can the power of those who have denied the final return
frustrate Him.

stower.

When thou hast attained unto My verses and found the fra-
grance of My utterance, say: “My God, my God! I beseech
Thee by the lights of Thy throne and by Thy chosen ones and
Thy loved ones, to make me one who shatters the idols of vain
imaginings through wisdom and utterance, and who breaks
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the might of the people of doubts through counsels and under-
standing. O my Lord! Aid me to turn toward Thy horizon in
such wise that the doubts of the wayward shall not hinder me,
and ordain for me through Thy grace that which shall draw
me nigh unto Thee in all conditions.”

He is the Speaker of Truth. O Hasan! Upon thee be the Glory
of God! From the first days until now We have arisen before
all faces through the power of God, exalted be His glory, and
We have summoned the rich and the poor, the kings and the
rulers, the learned and the jurisprudents and the mystics, all
of them, without any veil or covering, to the horizon of the
favor of the Lord of all beings. A few accepted, but most
arose in opposition. We have ever been in the hands of Our
enemies - at times captive, at times imprisoned, at times in
chains. The tribulations of the world did not prevent the Most
Great Name. Through complete power and all-encompassing
might, He guided all to that which draweth them nigh unto
God. Glory be to God! The Sun of Truth hath risen from
the horizon of the heaven of knowledge with perfect radiance
and brilliance, and the hand of power is raised before all eyes.
Nevertheless, the heedless servants cling to rejection and have
brought about that which is the cause of the greatest sorrow.
We beseech God to make His servants aware of that which
they have missed in the Days of God, that perchance they
may arise to make amends and attain unto that for which they
were adorned with the ornament of existence from nothingness.
And We remember at this time the friends of God there and
in all regions, and I am the All-Knowing Rememberer.

We have manifested the Cause, given voice to all things, sent
down the verses, and brought forth what was hidden and trea-
sured in the knowledge of God, the Lord of the Mighty Throne.
O My loved ones there! Hear ye the Call which hath been raised
in truth, despite those who denied this Great Announcement
that was mentioned in the Books of God, the Lord of the Most
Great Throne and the Sovereign of the Exalted Seat. The glory
from Us be upon you, upon your first and your last, and upon
those whose feet have not slipped through the whisperings of
the deniers and the croaking of the croakers.

O Jamal! Upon thee be My glory! Thou hast desired to ascend,
to rise up, and to turn towards the Most Great Prison. Choose
for thyself what God hath chosen. We have commanded thee
to teach concerning this Most Great Announcement, and to
remember and praise it among the servants with wisdom and
utterance. A number are dwelling in that land, and from their
surroundings some have sought permission. To attain unto
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presence and meeting is the greatest of deeds, but to tarry
in that land, meaning to take up residence, is not permitted.
Seven years ago We gave permission to all to return to their
own lands, for teaching in that land and its surroundings hath
been forbidden. In such case, hold fast unto that which will
cause the exaltation of the Word of God and the elevation of
human stations among the various peoples. Verily this is best,
most exalted, and most beloved, for the teaching of the Cause
is binding upon all, but with utmost kindliness, mercy, and
patience. We beseech God to aid His servants in that which
He loveth and is pleased with.

Your honor, praise be to God, hath attained unto the presence
and drunk the choice wine of mystic knowledge from the hand
of bounty and the cup of glory. We testify that thou hast heard
the Call from the Tongue of Grandeur, beheld the horizon of
Manifestation, attended before the Throne, and stood at the
door which God hath made the point of circumambulation for
the Concourse on High and the Most Exalted Paradise. Give
thanks unto thy Lord for this most great favor and supreme
benevolence, and say: “Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for
having enabled me to attain unto Thy presence and to circle
round the Kaaba of Thy Manifestation. I beseech Thee, by the
ocean of Thy bounty, to make me in all conditions one who
uttereth Thy praise and standeth firm in Thy service. Verily
Thou art the All-Powerful, the Almighty. There is none other
God but Thee, the Mighty, the All-Praised.”

Thou hast sought healing for one of the handmaidens. Read
what We sent thee before and hold fast unto it. Verily thy Lord
is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. And as for what thou hast
mentioned concerning him who is named ‘Ali-Akbar, We have
heard his call and answered him with verses whereby God hath
illumined with each letter thereof a world among His worlds.
He must thank his Lord for this wondrous remembrance. O
‘Ali-i-Akbar! My Name, upon Him be My glory, hath men-
tioned thee. We have remembered thee with this wise remem-
brance. When thou hast drunk the Kawthar of My utterance
from the hand of My bounty, say:

My God, my God! T testify that Thou hast manifested Thy-
self unto all created things through the light of Thy Name,
the All-Knowing. Then did the Tongue of Grandeur speak
forth in the Dispensation of the Furqan: “We have recorded
all things in a clear Book.” Then didst Thou manifest Thyself
through Thy Name, the Merciful, unto all contingent beings,
whereupon the sweet waters of Thy mercy flowed forth amongst
Thy servants. And Thou didst manifest Thyself through Thy
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Name, the All-Bountiful, whereupon the ocean of Thy gen-
erosity surged and the rains of Thy grace descended from the
heaven of Thy loving-kindness. And Thou didst manifest Thy-
self through Thy Name, the Expositor, whereupon the Most
Exalted Pen spoke forth and revealed that which lay hidden
in the treasuries of Thy knowledge and understanding. And
Thou didst manifest Thyself through Thy Most Great Name,
whereupon the limbs of the nations trembled and those who
indulged in idle fancies lamented.

O my Lord! I beseech Thee by this Name and by the Names
which Thou hast exalted through Thy command, to ordain
for me that which befitteth my servitude unto Thee and Thy
lordship over me. O my Lord! Illumine my heart with the
light of Thy knowledge, then make mine eyes sharp and mine
ears attentive that I may behold the traces of Thy Pen and
hear Thy call. Thou art He at the mention of Whose Name
all mention is humbled, before Whose Name all names bow
down, and to Whose Cause all who are in earth and heaven
have submitted. Deprive me not of the wonders of Thy bounty
and of that which Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones in
Thy Book. O my Lord! Withhold not from me the cup of Thy
bestowal and the choice wine of Thy recognition. Verily Thou
art the Generous, there is no God but Thee, the Forgiving, the
Merciful.

O Muhammad-Taqi! Upon thee be the eternal splendor of God.
We beseech Him, exalted be He, to aid thee to be steadfast and
to draw thee nigh unto Him in all conditions. My Name Jamal
hath mentioned thee and hath submitted that thou didst seek
forgiveness for thy brother. Thereupon did the ocean of thy
Lord’s pardon surge, and He forgave as a bounty from His
presence. He is verily the All-Bountiful, the Generous.

O ‘Ali-Qabli-‘Askar! Thy worth is remembered in the Most
Great Horizon. Reflect upon the people of idle fancies and
upon those souls who sacrificed their spirits, which are the most
precious of all things in the world, in this path, and likewise
upon those souls who, like earthworms, subsist in clay. By the
life of God! There hath befallen the Wronged One that which
caused the eye of grandeur to weep and the Lote-Tree of the
utmost boundary to lament. From the land of Sad they have
written that as soon as Hadi-Dawlat-Abadi heard that some
had called him a Babi, fear seized him and anxiety encom-
passed his heart. He mounted the pulpit and cursed Cyprus
and those therein, then cursed the First One to appear from
beginning to end. For the sake of two days of life he uttered
that which no tyrant had ever uttered and no transgressor had
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ever spoken. Nevertheless, he secretly makes claims to deputy-
ship like unto himself. What intoxication hath encompassed
the world that souls such as these have remained deprived of
the Supreme Summit and the Most Exalted Horizon! How ex-
cellent are those souls who, with utmost steadfastness, power,
might, love and faithfulness, set their faces toward the place
of sacrifice and attained the most great martyrdom. Neither
wealth deterred them, nor life held them back, nor glory and
riches became a barrier. Fear and trepidation prevented them
not. In brief, Hadi hath done that which hath caused hearts
to be consumed. We beseech God to assist His servants unto
truthfulness and fairness. Verily, He is the Hearer, the An-
swerer.

O ‘Ali-Qabl-i-‘Askar! We beseech God to ordain for thee that
which shall endure through the eternity of His names. He is
verily the Protector of them that turn unto Him and the Object
of them that have recognized Him. O Shir-‘Ali! This Wronged
One seeketh reunion with His loved ones, to this beareth wit-
ness My Pen, My will and My purpose, as well as they that
circle round the Throne and the exalted Seat. But the prison
land each day manifesteth a fresh color, and thus hath it be-
come a barrier between the Truth and His creatures. We be-
seech God to ordain for thee the reward of meeting Him and
hearkening unto His call. He, verily, is the One Who, through
His word “Be,” and it is, hath power over all things. We have
mentioned thee before, and at this moment with a mention
that causeth the hearts of the sincere to be attracted. When
thou hearest and seest, say: “Praise be unto Thee, O God of
the worlds, and glory be unto Thee, O Desire of them that
are nigh unto Thee, for having caused me to turn toward Thy
horizon, to speak Thy praise, to acknowledge Thy Revelation,
and to confess Thy sovereignty. I beseech Thee to ordain for
me what Thou hast ordained for Thy loved ones. Verily, Thou
art the All-Merciful, the Generous.”

O Jamal! In these days, divine verses are being sent down like
copious rain, but where are the hearing ear, the seeing eye,
and the receptive heart? The oppressor hath slain My she-
camel, the wolf hath devoured My sheep, and the destroyer
hath sought to demolish My house. Consider now his spend-
ing and the preservation of Hadi of Dawlatabad. In one of
the Tablets, this exalted word hath in these days flowed from
the Most Exalted Pen: “O people of the Bayan! Reflect upon
these two souls: the first is Al-Ashraf, whom neither love of
the world nor its ornaments and colors prevented from sacri-
ficing his spirit in His path, exalted be He; and the second is
Hadi and his words and the preservation of his life. The mar-
tyrdom of the first is a truthful witness to steadfastness and
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acknowledgment, and the life of the second to wavering and de-
nial. Know this and be among the discerning.” It is not known
how the opposers of the Bayan will interpret this passage, even
though this Wronged One this year commanded concealment
and preservation; nevertheless, that which occurred, occurred.

Mention hath been made of his honor Buzurg, upon him be My
glory and loving-kindness. Praise be to God that he is remem-
bered in the prison as though he were standing before the Face
and hearing My sweetest call at this manifest time. Give him
the glad-tidings of My remembrance, My loving-kindness and
My grace which have encompassed all who are in the heavens
and on earth.

O Jamal! That which was composed by him who was named
Ramadan, upon him be the glory of the All-Merciful, hath been
presented and was recited before the Face by My Most Great
Branch. Give him the glad-tidings of God’s loving-kindness,
the Lord of all worlds.

He is the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing

A Book sent down in truth from God, the One, the Single,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. O Baga’il We have heard thy
call and accepted what thou hast composed. Thus have We
adorned thy head with the crown of thy Lord’s loving-kindness
and inscribed for thee the reward of attainment in this Clear
Book. When thou art blessed with the glad-tidings of thy Lord
and hearest His call, say: “My God, my God! Praise be unto
Thee for having caused me to turn toward the shore of the sea
of Thy oneness and to seek the Ka’bah of attainment in Thy
days. I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy Kingdom and the
mysteries of Thy Dominion, and by them who circle round Thy
throne and whom Thou hast made the Hands of Thy Cause
in Thy lands, to ordain for me the good of the Hereafter and
of this world. Verily, Thou art the Lord of the Throne and
the Sovereign of earth and heaven. Glory be unto Thee, O
my God, Creator of the world and Fashioner of the nations! I
beseech Thee by Thy Most Great Name to ordain for me in the
Crimson Book that which shall endure through Thy eternity
and persist through Thy perpetuity. Verily, Thou art the All-
Bountiful, the Most Generous, the All-Merciful.”

O Jamal! Finally, We make mention of Muhammad-Qabli-
Husayn, who turned his face to the lights of the Countenance
and drew nigh unto the Most Exalted Horizon until he attained
the presence and heard and saw, when thy Lord was at the
Most Glorious Prospect, sending down His mighty verses from
the heaven of His Will that encompasseth all things. Give
him My glad-tidings, remind him of My verses, and glorify
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My presence before his face on behalf of the Wronged One.
Say: Blessed art thou and blessed is thy tongue, inasmuch as
it hath uttered the praise of God. Let nothing whatsoever
sadden thee. We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to
ordain for thee that which shall make thee a standard of His
Name and an ensign of His Remembrance. By My life, My
Cause, My power and My sovereignty! He is with whosoever
hath turned unto Him, stood firm in His Cause, and spoken
His praise. Soon shall all that is on earth perish, and there
shall endure only that which hath been ordained by the Pen
of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. The splendor from
Our presence be upon thee and upon them that are with thee
and hearken unto thy words concerning this Cause, whereby
the limbs of the idolaters have quaked and the hearts of the
mystics have trembled, save those whom God hath willed, the
King, the Just, the All-Wise.
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To: Muhammad
Date: 1306 ? [1888-1889]

He is the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting! Blessed and exalted
be His station!

2 Praise be to God Who hath illumined all eyes through the vi-
sion of His lights, Who hath caused all tongues to speak forth
the highest praise in extolling His Being, the Mighty, the Cho-
sen One, and Who hath expanded the circles of thought in
recognition of His signs and their use as proof of His Own
Self, the Almighty, the All-Compelling, the Subduer. He it is
through Whom the Sun of Knowledge hath shone forth and il-
lumined all, and by His light mysteries were unveiled and veils
were rent asunder, and the righteous were guided to the heaven
of glory and power, and the pure in heart sought shelter be-
neath the shade of His All-Bountiful Name. Exalted be His
mighty Cause, His wise remembrance, His ancient light, His
straight path, and His all-encompassing and righteous judg-
ment. Can any prevent His Will or stay His Decree? In His
grasp is the reins of destiny and in His right hand the kingdom
of creation. He ordaineth whatsoever He willeth for whomso-
ever He pleaseth, and shall not be asked of His doings. He hath
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ever been established upon the throne of glory and grandeur,
and will forever remain in the heights of power and exaltation.
No praise or mention can encompass Him, nor can minds and
thoughts fathom His essence. All that hath been or shall be
mentioned remaineth within the bounds of contingent being,
while He, in truth, is sanctified beyond comprehension through
knowledge and wisdom. All signs are severed from His pres-
ence and all descriptions are cut off from His gate. He shall
not be asked of His doings, and He doeth what He willeth.
There is no God but Him, the Almighty, the All-Glorious, the
All-Praised.

Glory be unto Thee, O my God, my Lord, my Hope and my
Support! How can I remain silent in Thy praise and glorifi-
cation when Thou hast commanded Thy servants thus in Thy
mighty Book? And how dare I speak and express the wonders
of Thy praise when Thou art exalted above the mention of Thy
creation, the attributes of Thy servants, and the thoughts of
Thy creatures? All things are perplexed, as am I, in this sub-
tle matter and delicate remembrance. I see in myself naught
but utter powerlessness before the kingdom of Thy might, and
absolute poverty before the heaven of Thy power. Exalted is
Thy station above the mention of Thy servants, and sancti-
fied is Thy Being above the imaginings of all in Thy realm.
What expression can encompass the kingdom of Thy sanctity,
and what description can embrace the heaven of Thy tran-
scendence? How insignificant are pen and ink to describe the
vastness of Thy knowledge’s kingdom, O Lord of all beings and
Creator of existence!

I beseech Thee by Thy conquering power and Thy resplendent
proof to assist me and Thy loved ones in spreading Thy remem-
brance throughout Thy lands and in guiding Thy creation to
the wonders of Thy mysteries. O Lord! Regard not our weak-
ness and poverty, but rather Thy strength, Thy wealth, Thy
might and Thy transcendence. Aid us in all conditions to exalt
Thy mighty Cause, and strengthen our hearts in such wise that
neither the utterances of the misguided may affect them, nor
may the veils of glory prevent them from turning toward the
court of Thy Most Bountiful Name. Make us so firm in Thy
Cause that the clamor of the world may not frighten us, nor
may we be disturbed by the oppression of nations, through
the power of Thy Most Great Name. Verily, Thou art the
All-Bountiful, possessed of great favor.

Send down upon Thy loved ones, O my God, tranquility from
Thy presence, that they may not be troubled when calamities
and tribulations descend from the heaven of Thy decree, O
Lord of all names and Creator of earth and heaven! Praise
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be unto Thee, O my Hope, for having spread Thy remem-
brance through the appearance of trials, and for having exalted
Thy Cause through the descent of afflictions, and for having
adorned Thy sincere ones with the robe of steadfastness and
detachment, whereby they have sacrificed their spirits and bod-
ies in the path of Thy love, and the might of the wicked among
Thy creatures hath not frightened them. Were the heedless to
consider, this clear proof and mighty, firm evidence would suf-
fice them, for Thou hast said—and Thy word is the truth—“Wish
ye, then, for death, if ye are truthful.”

i O beloved of the heart and one who grasps the cord of affection!

Your letter, containing expressions of love and unity, and inti-
mations of fellowship and righteousness, has arrived. I beseech
the Most High to reward you with the best of rewards, to pro-
tect you in His shadow from the evil of the wicked ones, and to
ordain for you, through His all-encompassing grace, that which
will please you. Verily, He is the Ruler over whatsoever He wil-
leth. And since your letter arrived in days when the clouds
of oppression had risen and the darkness of tyranny had en-
compassed all regions, I therefore exercised beautiful patience
in responding to your honor until God, through His grace, re-
moved the harm and strengthened some of those in authority
to protect the sheep of God from the wolves of the earth. By
the life of your Ancient Lord! Man is bewildered by the rebel-
liousness of the people of loss. They witnessed manifest signs
and brilliant evidences, and observed from those who turned to
Him and the sincere ones a steadfastness the like of which had
never been heard of in previous centuries. They recognized the
power of their hearts, the expansiveness of their breasts, the
firmness of their feet, and their detachment, yet they still do
as they please and inflict upon them whatever oppression and
enmity they desire, giving no thought to the consequences of
their deeds and the repugnance of their actions.

By your life! This is a bounty from God, the Mighty, the
FExalted, unto those of steadfastness and acceptance. Were it
not for their oppression, how would the martyrs attain this
supreme station and ultimate goal? And were it not for their
wretchedness, how would the sincere ones achieve this mighty
station and wise remembrance? If the oppressors knew that
through their tyranny the sincere ones attain to lofty ranks
and sublime stations, they would not commit such acts. But
because they cling to this transient world and fleeting plea-
sures, and are heedless of the enduring sovereignty, they imag-
ine death to be the ultimate harm, and thereby, despite them-
selves, they harm the friends. How great is their heedlessness
and ignorance, and how mighty is the steadfastness, firmness,
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patience and detachment of the sincere ones! They have illu-
mined the horizons with the lights of the luminary of stead-
fastness on the Day of the Covenant, and through the power
of their hearts, they have caused the limbs of the people of
discord to tremble on the Day of Sacrifice.

Say: O people! Whither do ye flee, and for how long will ye
remain veiled from the truth? Have ye seen in the world any
proof mightier than what hath appeared in this Most Great
Revelation? The proof of the Cause hath encompassed all na-
tions. The people of tyranny and enmity have grown weary of
what they have perpetrated against the people of love, and ye
behold the lovers in all regions, ablaze with the fire of yearning
to sacrifice their souls and possessions in the path of the Lord
of the Day of Judgment. Ye were wont to cite what transpired
in the land of Taff as proof of the truth of Islam; how then have
ye become veiled from the supreme steadfastness that hath ap-
peared in these days? This is a supreme sign and a mighty
proof which none deny save the people of transgression and
error.

O beloved one! There hath been sent down from the heaven of
Will, regarding the martyrs, that which causeth hearts to soar,
souls to quiver, and breasts to expand. We beseech God, by
their pure blood and their illumined resting places, to assist
us and His loved ones to be steadfast in His Cause, to arise
for His remembrance, to guide His servants to the meadows
of His knowledge, and to lead His creation to the paradise of
His certitude. Verily, He is the All-Bountiful, the Generous,
the Compassionate, the Kind, the Merciful. And we beseech
Him to assist the heedless to recognize His manifest Cause and
to grasp the cord of His mighty remembrance. Verily, He is
the Most Merciful of the merciful. O beloved of the heart!
Your letter was presented with the tongue of lowliness and
supplication at the Threshold of Glory, and verses of grace
were revealed from the Kingdom of bounty and favor. Exalted
is your Ancient Lord, Whose generosity hath encompassed the
worlds and Whose mercy hath preceded all who are in the
heavens and the earth. His word - exalted be His utterance
and mighty His proof:

He is the Expositor, the One standing before the faces of the
servants.

Praise be befitting and worthy of the Most Great Cause,
through whose name the banner “Verily He is God” has been
raised upon the pinnacles of the cities of grace and bounty,
and by whose will the standard “The Kingdom is God’s” has
become visible from all directions. He is the Name at which
the ungodly tremble and by which the station of the believers
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is exalted. It behooveth him who desireth to visit the Kaaba
of God to sanctify himself from all else and say: “O my God!
I beseech Thee by Thy Baha at its most resplendent, and
all Thy Baha is resplendent, to open unto the faces of Thy
servants the doors of Thy mercy and bounty. Verily, Thou art
the Powerful over what Thou willest, and in Thy grasp are
the reins of all affairs of the first and the last.”

O My Most Exalted Pen! Turn thy face unto him who hath
loved thee and soared in the atmosphere of thy love and spo-
ken thy praise - he who was named Muhammad in the Book
of Names and Abdul-Baha in this perspicuous Book which
speaketh in every state that there is no God but He, the Single,
the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

O Muhammad! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-
kindness. Give thanks unto thy Lord, for He hath mentioned
thee with that whose fragrance shall never cease to endure
throughout the kingdom of God, the Lord of the worlds, and
hath revealed for thee that which shall gladden the eyes of
those who have believed in this Great Announcement. Give
glad tidings unto My servants of what the All-Merciful hath
revealed in the Qur’an, that the hearts of those who are
endued with understanding may be illumined thereby. Say:
O people, fear God, then hearken unto that which hath been
sent down from the Pen of God, the Almighty, the Powerful.
Say: By God, the blessed verse “But He is the Apostle of God
and the Seal of the Prophets” hath been fulfilled by the Day
when mankind shall stand before the Lord of the worlds. This
is the great glad tidings for those who have believed in the
manifest, resplendent Light.

Glory be to God! Although mention was made of the Most
Great Name in the Dawn Prayer aforetime, it is observed that
most of the servants remain heedless and veiled. The Land of
Sad prevented the servants from reciting it. Say: The oppressor
hath commanded that whereby hearts and minds have melted.
The Lord of creation beareth witness to this in this mighty
prison. O Muhammad! Guard the servants lest they become
afflicted with vain imaginings and idle fancies like the people
of Iran. They were unbelievers yet counted themselves among
the believers. Even now it is observed that some have deviated
somewhat from the Sun of sanctification and the lights of the
Luminary of unity. Say: My God, my God! Aid the people
of Baha in that which Thou hast desired for them through
Thy bounty and generosity. Then cause them to speak Thy
beauteous praise and sanctify them from the mention of any
besides Thee. Verily Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou
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willest. There is no God but Thee, the Mighty, the Dominant,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

The loved ones must be reminded at all times lest the treacher-
ous and the thieves find opportunity and prevent the believers
from the straight path.

; At this moment the Greater Branch entered, and We make

mention of thee before His face with that which caused the
rivers of wisdom and utterance to flow in the paradise of knowl-
edge, and by which the ocean of certitude surged before the
faces of all religions. Blessed art thou, and blessed be thy stead-
fastness and thy devotion. We beseech God to open through
thee the doors of the hearts of His servants. Verily, He is the
All-Bountiful, the Compassionate, the Generous. Blessed is the
house which He made a shelter for His loved ones, and blessed
is the leaf who aided them and attained to their service.

O Muhammad! Upon thee be My glory! From the Most Ex-
alted Pen there hath been revealed in three special days for
the martyrs - upon them be My glory and My favor - that
which hath had and hath no likeness. Say: O people! Know
ye with clear certitude that whatsoever hath befallen the loved
ones is the cause of victory and the reason for triumph. The
tyranny of the oppressors and the patience of the believers and
their steadfastness have been recorded and mentioned in God’s
Book by the Most Exalted Pen. Blessed are they that attain!

As to what was mentioned concerning the two departed, ele-
vated martyrs - upon them be the glory of God and His favor -
clear verses were revealed specifically for each from the heaven
of divine will and the atmosphere of lordly favor.

O Hasan! Upon thee be the glory of God, the Lord of the
hidden and the manifest! We testify that thou didst believe in
God and His signs, and didst turn unto the horizon of His Rev-
elation and His grace, and didst drink the cup of faith from the
hand of the bounty of thy Lord, the All-Merciful. Thou didst
answer when thou didst hear the Call, and didst respond when
thou wast bidden by God, the Lord of all beings. Blessed art
thou in that God aided thee to attain the Most Great Stead-
fastness when thy spirit ascended to the Most Exalted Paradise.
We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to send down upon
thee at all times that which will manifest thy station among
all religions. Verily thy Lord is the Almighty, the Precious, the
All-Bountiful. We made mention of thee before thy ascension
and after it. Verily thy Lord is with those who love Him at all
times. To this testify the Dawning-Places of My favor through-
out all possibility. The glory shining from the horizon of the
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heaven of My Kingdom be upon thee and upon those who re-
member thee through that which hath been sent down for thee
from God, the Speaker, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O ‘Ali-Akbar! My Most Exalted Pen hath turned toward thee
in the prison of ‘Akka and mentioneth thee with that which
cannot be equaled by aught in the world, its ornaments, its
colors and its bounties. Blessed art thou in that thou didst
turn when people turned away, and didst believe when the
parties of the world disbelieved, save those whom God, the
Lord of the Kingdom of Names, did choose. I testify that thou
didst turn thy luminous face toward God, the All-Informed,
and didst acknowledge that which the Tongue of Grandeur
did utter before the faces of the great and small. The clamor
prevented thee not from the Lord of all beings, nor did the
oppression of enemies frighten thee from drawing nigh unto
the Most Exalted Horizon. Thou art he who heard and turned,
and sacrificed thy spirit and thy wealth in the path of God, thy
Lord, thy Beloved, thy Goal, and the Object of worship of all
in the heavens and the earth. We beseech Him to give thee to
drink at all times from the Kawthar which He hath ordained
for them that circle round His presence and gaze upon His
countenance. The glory, the light and the radiance from God,
the Mighty, the Bestower, the Compassionate, the Forgiving,
the Merciful, be upon thee.

Concerning what thou didst mention regarding unity, this hath
been heard. However, these matters have been made contin-
gent upon consultation in the Tablets of the Lord of the Man-
ifestation. Whatsoever proceedeth therefrom is the decree of
God, and acting upon it is adorned with the ornament of ac-
ceptance and the glory of His good-pleasure.

As to what ye mentioned that some of the friends desire to turn
towards the Most Sublime Horizon and have sought permission
to attain His presence - in these days, due to divine wisdom,
such visits are not permitted. O Muhammad! By the life of
God! The lamp is amidst the winds and the Ark of God is
amidst the waves. Adorn My servants with the ornament of
piety and illumine them with the light of detachment.

We have previously stated that in this Most Great Revelation,
the hosts of God are goodly deeds and praiseworthy attributes,
and the virtue of piety hath been appointed as the commander
of the divine hosts. Blessed are they who attain and they who
act. Today is the day of teaching and service - a matter more
essential and obligatory than all else is the steadfastness of the
friends, for some who consider themselves to be of the people
of the Crimson Ark and the City of Knowledge of the Lord
of Names are somewhat tainted with former vain imaginings.
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There is fear lest this Cause be seen like the previous party.

I seek forgiveness from God, the Most Great, from the vain
imaginings of the imaginers and the idle fancies of the doubters
concerning this Great Announcement and this strong, shining
Light.

In the days of Our childhood, one day We went to visit one of
the noble ladies who was adorned with kinship. After entering,
We observed two persons with exceedingly large turbans who
were expounding spiritual knowledge from behind a veil to the
lady of the house. Finally, their discourse culminated in one of
them, who was the greater and more prominent, stating that
we must know whether Gabriel is higher than Qanbar. When
this Wronged One heard these words, His whole being was
set aflame, yet We chose silence. After a few minutes it was
mentioned: “O honored one, if Gabriel is he who is referred
to in ‘The Faithful Spirit brought it down upon thy heart’,
then at that station Master Qanbar was not even present.”
Now consider the heedlessness and unsuitable knowledge of
the people. The station of Gabriel is the inner reality of the
Messenger of God, yet he was arguing that Qanbar was more
exalted because he was related to Ali.

Glory be to God! That party inflicted upon the Messenger of
God a wrong that had and has no equal. In difficulties they
should take refuge with Him, yet His mention is entirely absent
while they cling to letters that were created by His Word, as ye
have seen and continue to see. The Exalted One hath said that
the physical form of the Letters of this Revelation is equivalent

to the spiritual reality of the Letters of the previous Revelation.

This Wronged One seeketh forgiveness on behalf of all and
saith: My God, my God! Protect Thy loved ones. Thou art the

Generous One Whose forgiveness hath encompassed the world.

Have mercy upon Thy servants and assist them to perform
such deeds, show forth such character and utter such words as
befit Thy days. Through one exalted word the ocean of Thy
bounty surgeth, and through one effulgence of the Sun of Thy
Command, the sun of generosity and forgiveness appeareth
manifest and evident. All are Thy servants and live by hope
in Thy generosity. Stretch forth the hand of power from the
sleeve of might and deliver these souls who are stuck in the
clay. Thou art the Lord of the Command and the Sovereign of
Bounty. There is none other God but Thee, the Mighty, the
All-Bestowing.

; News that causes the awakening and awareness of the servants

is acceptable before God, but one must strive to distinguish
truth from falsehood and record it. We shall assist him in all
conditions if he be adorned with what hath appeared in My
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days and shone forth from the horizon of My loving-kindness
that hath encompassed all who are in the heavens and the
earth. For some of the friends for whom thou didst seek favor,
wondrous and sublime tablets have been sent down from the
heaven of divine knowledge and the atmosphere of lordly wis-
dom, that the friends might drink from the cups of utterance
of the Desired One of the worlds that which the spiritual Khidr
drank from the fountain of darkness.

Thou hast ever been and art remembered.
Praise be to God that thou art occupied in service and art
speaking in praise and glorification. We are with thee and
hear thy mention and We beseech God to assist thee and aid
thee in that which shall open the doors of the hearts of His
servants. Verily, He is powerful over all things. There is no
God but Him, the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise. Make mention of all those related to thee on behalf of the
Wronged One and illumine them with the lights of the Sun of
divine mercy. Verily thy Lord is the Kind, the Generous, and
in His grasp are the reins of all who are in the heavens and
the earth. The glory shining from the horizon of the heaven
of My utterance be upon thee and upon those who have heard
and have turned with illumined hearts to the Most Exalted
Horizon. We testify that they are the companions of the Crim-
son Ark mentioned in the Qayyumu’l-Asma’, from God, the
Commander, the All-Wise.

s Blessed art thou, O thou who art mentioned in the court of the

Divine Presence and art gazed upon by the glances of thy Lord,
the All-Forgiving. It behooveth thee to arise to make mention
and glorification among all created things and to guide those
endowed with capacity, with wisdom and utterance, to the
gardens of mystic knowledge and the paradises of knowledge
and certitude. By thy life! This is the Day to arise to serve
the Cause of God, the Sovereign, the All-Knowing. If anyone
misseth an opportunity, he shall not attain it throughout the
months and years. It behooveth us to beseech our Lord, the
Most High, the Most Glorious, in the morning and the evening
to protect us from the whisperings of the ignorant ones and
to adorn us with the robes of steadfastness among all created
things. Verily He is powerful over what He willeth.

Blessed art thou and those who have quaffed the cups of tribu-
lations in the land of Ya. Ye have been mentioned every morn
and eve by the tongue of the favor of the Lord of Names, and
the bounty of your Lord hath surrounded you from all direc-
tions. Exalted be your Lord, from Whose knowledge nothing
escapeth and Whose bounty nothing can prevent. He hath
sent down from the clouds of His mercy, for those whom thou
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didst mention in thy letter, manifest verses whereby all created
things were stirred. Grieve not for the delay that occurred in
sending the reply, for it was naught but in consideration of the
wisdom revealed in the Book by the command of the Lord of
Lords. He is the Judge of what is right. From Him did we
begin and unto Him do we return. There is no God but Him,
the Mighty, the All-Bestowing.

Proclaim unto those who have adorned themselves with the
ornament of steadfastness and have arisen to serve the Cause
of God amongst creation, and remind them of that which be-
seemeth these days wherein the sun of knowledge and wisdom
hath shone forth. I beseech Him, exalted be He, to bestow
upon His loved ones from His bounties and to give them to
drink from the cups of His grace and bestowal, and to ordain
for them the good of this world and the next, and to exalt
their stations through His Name amongst all peoples. Verily
He is the Most High, the Most Glorious. Glory and praise be
upon thee and upon them and upon every one steadfast and
upright. Praise be to God, the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting,
the Mighty, the All-Wise.

Muhammad-*‘Ali
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To: Husayn Quli Mawzun Qajar the Prince, et al.
Date: 1306 ? [1888-1889]

The Tablet of God, the All-Protecting, the Self-Subsisting.

He is the Protector over what was and what shall be.

A written Book sent down from God, the All-Protecting, the
Self-Subsisting. Verily it is a Book through whose appearance
the ocean and its waves have appeared, and from it is heard:
“O concourse of creation! The Lord of the Kingdom of Names
hath come with a Cause that hath stunned the denizens of
Sinai, with a sovereignty that hath shaken the followers of
the Bayan, and with a power before which all existence, both
seen and unseen, hath bowed down. Through it the Sun hath
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shone forth with its lights and effulgences, and from it is heard
in the final return: ‘By God! The All-Bountiful hath come,
riding upon the clouds with a power that the armies of the
world and the hosts of the nations who violated the Covenant
and the pledges could not withstand.” Say: This is the Day
wherein the secrets of the earth and whatsoever lay hidden
therein from God, the Mighty, the Loving, have been revealed.
It proclaimeth with the most exalted call: ‘O concourse of
names! Cast away what ye possess. He Who was treasured in
knowledge and concealed from eyes and sight hath come. Fear
God, O people; abandon the tributary and hasten to the River
of Mercy which hath flowed from the Pen of God, the Lord
of the Promised Day. We have forbidden you wickedness and
indecency, and have commanded you righteousness and piety.
Take hold, O people, of that which ye have been commanded
in My Preserved Tablet.”’

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of love! There hath
come before the Wronged One what thou didst send to Saman-
dar, upon him be the Glory of God and His loving-kindness.
We have read it and found therein the fragrance of thy turning
to God, the Sovereign of the dominion and the Kingdom. We
have sent down for thee from the heaven of bounty that which
will draw thee nigh unto the Supreme Horizon and will raise
thee up through His Name amongst His servants. Verily, He is
the Omnipotent over whatsoever He willeth through His word
“Be” and it is. We beseech God to preserve thee through the
hosts of the unseen and the seen, and to guard thee through
His Name that dominateth over every witness and witnessed
thing.

We have desired at this time to mention him whom thou didst
mention, that he might find the fragrance of his Lord’s loving-
kindness and be among those on whom shall rest no fear,
neither shall they grieve. O Hasan! Hearken unto the call
that hath been raised from the Kingdom of bounty. Verily it
draweth thee to the ultimate goal and will aid thee to spread
the Cause of thy Lord, the Most Merciful, with wisdom and
utterance, and will exalt thee through His Name. He, verily,
is powerful over all things. There is none other God but Him,
the Mighty, the Glorious, the Loving. Forget not God’s fa-
vor upon thee. He hath aided thee and made known to thee
His extended path, and hath sent down for thee that through
which the fragrances of revelation have wafted and eyes have
been solaced. Take hold of the Book as a command from Us,
detached from the world and clinging to the cord of God, the
Lord of Hosts. The glory from Us be upon thee and upon those
who have turned to the horizon of manifestation and have not
violated the Covenant and the pledges.
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We have desired to make mention of him who has attained unto
the days of his Lord and hearkened unto His call when it was
raised amidst His creation - he who was named ‘Ala’u’d-Din in
My perspicuous Book. They who have fulfilled God’s Covenant
and His Testament are indeed among those who occupy this
exalted station. Take thou the chalice of My loving-kindness
in My Name and drink therefrom in spite of every ignorant
one who hath denied God, the Lord of all worlds. This is the
Day wherein the Proof hath been sent down, the Salsabil hath
flowed, and the path of God, the Lord of the mighty Throne,
hath been made manifest. Say: O people of the Bayan! Aban-
don that which ye possess. The Cause of God hath come with a
sovereignty before which all the books of the world have bowed
down, as attesteth he who possesseth a perspicuous Book. On
this Day no deed or mention from anyone is acceptable save
through this wise Remembrance, whom neither the veils of the
peoples nor the glory of the world have deterred. He hath ap-
peared and made manifest whatsoever He desired with a power
before which the power of all who are in the heavens and on
earth hath proved impotent. Beware lest ye follow your own
desires. Follow Him Who guideth you and leadeth you to the
Kawthar of the utterance of your Lord, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.

Say: Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having sent down
unto me Thy verses and manifested unto me Thy clear tokens,
and for having spoken before the faces of Thy servants and
caused all things to speak forth Thy praise, except those who
have broken Thy Covenant and Thy Testament, who have de-
nied Thy grace and who have disputed Thy signs. O Lord! I
beseech Thee by the pearls hidden in the ocean of Thy knowl-
edge and by the gems treasured in the depositories of Thy
protection, and by Thy binding command and Thy firm cord,
to assist me in spreading Thy traces with the wisdom whose
decree Thou hast sent down in Thy Books. Then ordain for
me that which will make me strong through Thy strength and
steadfast in the service of Thy Cause. O Lord! Thou seest the
poor one standing before the gate of Thy bounty, seeking from
the heaven of Thy generosity and the ocean of Thy grace that
which Thou hast ordained for Thy loved ones, whom neither
anything among all things nor the doubts of the divines have
deterred from Thy straight Path and Thy mighty Announce-
ment. Thou art, verily, the Lord of all worlds and the Object
of them that are sincere.

We make mention of him who was named Fadlu’llah that he
may rejoice and be of them that have attained. Verily grace, in
its primary station and highest rank, is that which acquainteth
people with the ways of God’s good-pleasure, and in another
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station it is His confirmation which hath encompassed them
that are nigh unto Him. We bear witness that His grace hath
encompassed thee and aided thee until He drew thee nigh unto
Him and adorned thee with the ornament of acceptance after
the turning away of most men and women. He is, verily, the
Protector of them that have turned unto Him. Make mention
of My loved ones on My behalf and adorn them with that which
hath been sent down for them at this time. O My loved ones
in the world! Hearken unto My call from the precincts of My
prison. He will assist you in that which will cause your men-
tion to endure and that which hath appeared from you in the
Announcement of God, the Lord of the mighty Throne. Ren-
der thanks unto God for having named thee with grace and
sent down for thee through grace that which nothing among
all things can equal, as every discerning one doth testify. We
counsel thee and them that have believed in that which will
exalt them amongst the servants and adorn them with virtues
whereby the hearts of those whom neither the glory of names
nor the doubts of the heedless have deterred have been at-
tracted. Say: O Lord! Aid us in that which Thou lovest and
pleaseth Thee, and ordain for us that which will draw us nigh
unto Thee and preserve us from the hosts of the wrongdoers.
Thou art, verily, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

O Tongue of Grandeur! Make mention of him who is named
Ibrahim, who heard and turned to God, the Lord of all men,
that the utterance of the All-Merciful might draw him to the
horizon of knowledge, from which has shone forth the sun of
God’s loving-kindness, the Lord of lords. Blessed art thou
for having attained unto My days, for having turned to My
horizon and for having voiced My praise amongst My servants.
Verily thy Lord is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. Let not the
clamor of the oppressors dismay thee. Cast aside all created
things through the power of thy Lord and take hold of that
which thou art commanded by the One Who is the Strong, the
Ancient. Say: O people! Fear God and follow not those who
have denied His Manifestation and disputed His verses. Follow
him who guideth you to the path of righteousness. Say: This
is the Day of God, to this testify the Daysprings of Revelation
and the Manifestations of inspiration. Thus have We sent down
the verses and expounded them that thou mayest thank thy
Lord and say:

“Praise be to Thee, O Lord of all creation and King of the
Kingdom of Names, for having illumined my heart with the
light of Thy knowledge, for having sent down unto me Thy
verses and shown forth unto me Thy clear tokens which none
deny save every vicious infidel. Praise be unto Thee, O Thou

'7?

in Whose grasp are the reins of earth and heaven!
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O Muhammad-Qabli-Hadi! We beseech God to adorn thee
with the ornament of righteousness and draw thee nigh unto
Rejoice that thy name hath flowed
from My Pen, and that We have aided thee to recognize the
Dayspring of My verses and guided thee to the most exalted
station. Beware lest the doubts of the wayward hinder thee
or the veils of those who have denied the Beginning and the
End conceal thee. We have made mention of Our loved ones
and adorned them with the ornament of My love, from whose
horizon the lights have shone forth. We have commanded all
to unity and concord in this Cause whereby the faces of the
idolaters have been darkened and the faces of the righteous
illumined. Say: O people of God! Be not disturbed by the
world’s vicissitudes. By My life! These shall pass away and
ye shall behold what hath been ordained for you by God, the
Lord of all beings. Say: This is the Day on which the light
of divine command hath shone forth from its horizon and the
Lote-Tree hath proclaimed: The Kingdom belongeth to God,
the Lord of the Day of Judgment. Thus have We made men-
tion of thee as a favor from Our presence, and I am the Mighty,
the All-Bountiful.

Him in all conditions.

Verily We have desired to make mention of him whom one
of Our loved ones hath mentioned, who hath held fast to My
cord and soared in My atmosphere. He hath been named Ali
in the Book of Names by the command of God, the Sender of
winds. O Ali! We have turned toward thee from the precincts
of the Prison and have beheld thy burning love for God, the
Dayspring of lights. Blessed art thou for having made mention
before the Wronged One, Who hath sent down for thee that
whose fragrance shall not cease as long as God, the Cleaver of
daybreak, endureth. When thou hast drunk from the cup of
My bounty and been seized by the attraction of My call, say:

“Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having given me to
drink from the cup of Thy bounty, for having adorned me
with the ornament of Thy knowledge, for having guided me to
Thy attributes and for having attracted my heart through Thy
most sweet call when it was raised from the most exalted hori-
zon. I testify that Thou hast appeared and manifested what
Thou didst desire through Thy power which hath conquered all
things and through Thy sovereignty which hath encompassed
all who are in earth and heaven. O Lord! Thou seest me
detached from all save Thee and attracted by Thy verses. I be-
seech Thee by Thy Lamp which the winds have not preserved,
to ordain for me from Thy Most Exalted Pen what Thou hast
written for Thy chosen ones. Verily Thou art the Omnipotent
over what Thou willest and in Thy grasp are the reins of the
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Kingdom of Names. There is none other God but Thee, the
Mighty, the All-Bountiful.”

O Kalb-Alil'  Thy name hath been presented before the
Wronged One. He maketh mention of thee with that which
causeth rivers to flow. Wilt thou flow or remain still? Say:

Thou knowest, O my God, what I possess, and I know not
what Thou possessest. Verily, Thou art the All-Mighty, the All-
Knowing. I beseech Thee by Thy signs which have illumined
the horizons, by the lights of Thy countenance through which
the lights have appeared, by Thy name the All-Knowing, and
by Thy name through which Thou hast subdued the lands and
the hearts of Thy servants, to aid me to be steadfast in Thy
Cause. Verily, Thou art the Omnipotent over whatsoever Thou
willest. By Thy sovereignty do all created things testify, and
by Thy power do all possible things bear witness. There is
none other God but Thee, the Mighty, the Self-Subsisting.

O ‘Ali, when thou dost inhale the sweet fragrances of My verses,
turn thy heart toward My prison and say:

7 My God, my God, my Goal and my King! I beseech Thee

by Thy Most Great Prison, by Thy Most Strong Fortress, by
Thy standing and sitting therein, by Thy movement and still-
ness, by Thy sighs and tears, by Thy signs and mysteries, by
Thy handiwork, by Thy Name through which Thou hast sub-
dued all names, and by Thy remembrance through which the
trees have spoken, to strengthen me to be steadfast in Thy
love and to hold fast to Thy cord. O Lord! I am Thy servant
and the son of Thy servant. I have turned with my whole be-
ing unto Thee, hoping for the wonders of Thy grace and the
manifestations of Thy loving-kindness. I beseech Thee by Thy
generosity which hath encompassed all existence not to disap-
point me from that which Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen
ones and Thy trusted ones, who have drunk the choice wine of
revelation from the hand of Thy bounty and have hastened to
the place of sacrifice, yearning to meet Thee. Verily, Thou art
the All-Bountiful, Whose bounty all created things acknowl-
edge, Whose generosity all beings confess, and Whose power
all who dwell in earth and heaven testify. There is none other
God but Thee, the Omnipotent in both beginning and return.

O Master craftsman ‘Ali! Verily, the Lord of creation men-
tioneth thee among His servants with verses that neither the
oppression of the oppressors nor the doubts of the ungodly
can prevent. Give thanks unto God for this supreme bounty
and this great favor. Verily, thy Lord is the All-Merciful, the
Bountiful. Blessed is the heart that hath this day turned, de-
tached from the people, unto Our Self-Subsisting Name, Who
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was foretold by the Qa’im aforetime. Thus hath the Tongue
spoken in this station as a grace from God, the Lord of the
Mighty Throne. Let not the happenings of the world grieve
thee, nor let the power of those who have denied the Faithful
Spirit weaken thee - He Who circleth round the Kaaba of God,
the Omnipotent, the Mighty, the Wise. O people of God! Take
My Book with a power that the might of the oppressors cannot
prevent, then read it with joy and fragrance. It will draw you
to the horizon of Revelation in this Day which was promised
in the Books of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. In Our
tribulations We have remembered Our loved ones. Blessed is
he who hath heard and attained, and woe unto the heedless.
Cast aside the idle fancies of men, then turn to the light of
certitude in this brilliant dawn. Thus have We taught thee
and revealed unto thee that whereby the hearts of the mystics
are attracted.

O ‘Ali-Asghar! The Wronged One remembereth thee and those
who have believed with a remembrance whereby all things have
been attracted. When thou seest and hearest, say:

Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of the Day of Resurrection, for
having remembered me and revealed unto me that whereby
my remembrance shall endure among all remembrances and
my name among all names. Verily, Thou art the Praised One
in Thy deeds and the Obeyed One in Thy command. Should
Thou decree extinction to be permanence, or darkness to be
light, none hath the right to say ‘why’ or ‘wherefore’, and
whoso saith so hath turned away from God, the Lord of the
Exalted Throne.

Blessed is he who hath discerned and witnessed, and blessed
is he who hath heard the Call of God, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise. He Whom ye were promised in the past hath come,
and that which was hidden in the treasury of God’s protection,
the Almighty, the Powerful, hath been made manifest. Rejoice,
O people, and follow not every remote oppressor. Know then
that the oppressor is he who hath prevented the servants from
clinging to the hem of God, the Most Pure. We testify that
the divines of Iran have prevented the people from drawing
nigh unto the All-Informed One. When the Truth was made
manifest, they turned away from Him and opposed Him until
they pronounced sentence of death upon His most pure, most
holy, and most luminous blood. Through their turning away,
the rulers of the earth turned away - to this every fair-minded
and discerning one doth testify. We beseech God to adorn
them with justice and fair-mindedness and to aid them in that
which beseemeth His days. Verily, He is the One, the Peerless,
the Mighty, the Great.
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2 O Husayn! The Wronged One hath turned toward thee and

made mention of thee with clear remembrance. Whenever men-
tion hath flowed from My Pen, the remembrances of the world
and the scriptures of the nations have bowed down before it.
To this doth God’s Book testify, which speaketh in this no-
ble station. The Wronged One hath desired naught save the
reformation of the world and the exaltation of the stations of
the nations. To this doth My Most Exalted Pen bear witness.
Blessed is he who hath heard and attained, and woe unto them
that slumber. Say:

Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having sent down unto me
that which hath illumined my heart and adorned my temple. I
testify that Thou art the One Who hath power over whatsoever
He willeth. There is none other God but Thee, the Protector
of all things great and small.

The Will of God hath desired to make mention of him who
was named Mihdi aforetime, that it might attract his eyes to
the Light shining from the horizon of Revelation, his ears to
the Source of the Call which God hath made the sanctuary of
the Concourse on High, his hands to the heaven of bounty, and
his heart to the Dayspring of his Lord’s verses, the Almighty,
the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. Hearken unto the call of the
Wronged One, whereby the tribes of the earth were seized with
trembling and the limbs of those who denied God, the Lord of
the seen and the unseen, were made to quake. Blessed is he who
aided My Cause through My utterance, and joy be unto him
who hath conveyed unto the servants that which hath flowed
from My Pen, and happy is he who hath drunk the choice wine
of My proof from the hand of My bounty. He is indeed among
those who are near unto Me in My preserved Tablet. Say:

5 My God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having aided me

in a Cause from which most of Thy creatures have been held
back. I beseech Thee, O God of Names and Creator of heaven,
by the attraction of Thy Beloved One when He heard the call
of meeting with Thee, and by the Spirit who arose to aid Thy
Cause and upon whom the Jews inflicted that which caused
the Daysprings of Revelation to lament, and by the Herald
who sacrificed His spirit to exalt Thy Word and manifest Thy
power, to make me steadfast in Thy love in such wise that none
on earth may prevent me. Verily, Thou art the Almighty over
what Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee, the
Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Loving.

O ‘Ali-Akbar! The Wronged One remembereth thee and coun-
selleth thee to fear God, the Lord of the worlds. We have made
trustworthiness a crown for the heads of Our servants and god-
liness a robe for the temples of Our loved ones. Blessed is
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he who hath taken God’s counsel, and woe unto them that
turn away. Blessed art thou for having heard and turned to-
ward Him whilst the people were in manifest loss. He hath
prospered who hath turned unto Him, and he hath lost who
hath turned away - to this doth the Tongue of God, the True
Sovereign, the Just, the Manifest, bear witness. When thou
hearest My call, say:

O my God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having illumined
my heart with the light of Thy knowledge and guided me to
the horizon of Thy Revelation, through whose light earth and
heaven were made to shine. I beseech Thee, O Lord of eter-
nity, by Thy Most Great Name, to protect me from the evil
of the barking ones who have denied the proof of God and His
evidence, and disbelieved in His signs and in that which hath
appeared from Him. Verily Thou art the Omnipotent One
Whom nothing can weaken and no affair can frustrate. There
is no God but Thee, the One Who hath power over whatso-
ever He pleaseth, by Thy Name, the All-Encompassing over
all things small and great.

O Hasan! Hearken unto My call, for verily it draweth thee to
My Kingdom, preserveth thee from Mine enemies, and aideth
thee through My hosts. Blessed is the servant who hath on
this day attained unto hearing it, who hath been honored by
its traces, and who hath spoken forth its beauteous praise. O
Hasan! Take hold of the Book of God with the power be-
stowed by Him and be not of the fearful ones. Verily He is
with thee, witnessing and seeing, and He is the All-Hearing,
the All-Seeing. Blessed are the days that have won the vic-
tory of His day, and blessed is the servant who hath turned
toward His horizon; and woe unto every heedless and remote
one. When thou hast attained unto the verses of thy Lord,
render thanks and say:

Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of existence and Sovereign over
the seen and unseen! I beseech Thee by the fruits of the Tree
of Thy knowledge, and by the ocean that surgeth through Thy
Name, and by the light that shineth before Thee, that Thou
assist me to be steadfast in Thy Cause. O my Lord! Thou seest
me directing myself toward Thy most exalted station, gazing
toward Thy most glorious horizon, and holding fast to Thy
firm handle. I beseech Thee not to disappoint me of that which
Thou hast ordained for the sincere ones among Thy creatures
and the near ones among Thy servants. Verily, Thou art the
All-Bountiful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O Hakim! Where is thy theriac and where is thine elixir? Canst
thou cure the malady of self and passion? Canst thou still
the fire of rancor and hatred? We beseech God, blessed and
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exalted be He, to teach thee that whereby the fire of tyranny
and wickedness in the world of creation may be stilled. Verily
He is the Omnipotent over whatsoever He willeth through His
mighty and wise command. O Hakim! O Aqa Baba! The
disease of hypocrisy hath prevented the servants from unity.
Hast thou any medicine to cure this chronic disease which hath
kept the servants from love and unity, from rest and fellowship?
Say:

O my God, my God! I beseech Thee by the joy of that ser-
vant among Thy servants who perceived the fragrance of the
garment of Thy Command’s Joseph, that Thou purify the ser-
vants from the maladies that have prevented them from turn-
ing unto the lights of Thy countenance and drawing nigh unto
the sanctuary of Thy presence. Verily Thou art He of Whose
power and sovereignty the Books have testified, and of Whose
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grandeur and might the Scrolls have borne witness. There is ) f:l"” gaxd)
no God but Thee, the All-Merciful, the All-Knowing, the All- 5115 0015794 136, BRL_DA#338,
Informed. ADMS3#047 p.060x, ADM3#048 p.061x,
JHT S#086x, JHT S#145x ADM3#049 p.062x, MSBH2.056x
BHO00384

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran
Date: 1306 ? [1888-1889)]

In the Name of God, transcendent is His Glory in bounty and
grace!

God beareth witness that there is none other God but Him, and
He Who speaketh before the faces of the world is verily the Hid-
den Treasure, the Preserved Tablet, and the Concealed Com-
mand. Through Him have the rivers of inner meanings and
utterance flowed throughout creation, and the ocean of divine
knowledge hath surged amidst religions. Through Him hath
the breeze wafted and the Word proclaimed: “O concourse of
princes and kings! The Possessor hath come, and sovereignty
belongeth unto God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting! O man-
ifestations of knowledge! He Who is known hath come with a
sovereignty that hath conquered what was and what shall be!”

O Amin! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness!
Praise be to God, thou hast been enabled to serve the Cause
of God from the earliest days until now, holding fast to the
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firm cord and turning unto the manifest light. The Tongue
of Grandeur hath testified to thy steadfastness, turning unto
God, acceptance, and service. Well is it with thee! We beseech
God to open through thee the gates of trustworthiness among
all creatures. Thy journey to the land of Kha was prompted by
the request of him who hath passed away and ascended, and
what he desired hath not yet come to pass. The one who truly
arose to serve the Cause and was adorned with the ornament of
acceptance in the Most Holy Court was serving both the Cause,
upon it be My glory, and thyself - that is, in these ranks and
stations. Otherwise, praise be to God, all have attained to
what God hath sent down in the Book. Truly have the people
of Baha performed that which hath no likeness or equal. O
Amin! Reflect upon the lovers in all regions who, with per-
fect submission and contentment, have sacrificed their souls -
the most exalted and precious of all things - for the One True
Beloved. Likewise those who, through divine power and heav-
enly training, have engaged in purifying the souls of the earth.
Neither the assaults of vice and depravity deterred them from
righteousness and godliness, nor did the swords of oppression
and tyranny deprive them. Glorified be their Creator, glorified
be their Source, and glorified be their Sovereign!

Mention was made of the late Himmat-‘Ali Khan. Verily We
mentioned him before his passing and after his ascension with
verses whose fragrance, traces, and fruits shall never vanish
from the earth. We mention him again at this hour. Verily
thy Lord loveth His friends. He is the Compassionate, the
All-Bountiful.

5 The resplendent, brilliant Light shining from the horizon of the
heaven of utterance be upon thee, O thou who hast turned to
the Most Exalted Horizon when most of mankind turned away
from it, and who hast answered thy Lord when the Call was
raised between earth and heaven, and who hast acknowledged
His Manifestation and sovereignty when the sources of tyranny
and wickedness denied Him. I testify that thou hast drunk the
choice wine of utterance from the cup of thy Lord’s bounty,
the All-Merciful, and the Kawthar of eternity from the hands
of bestowal. At this moment We have heard the call of all
things, crying out and saying: “Blessed art thou, O Himmat!
We bear witness that thou hast heard the sweet call of God and
acknowledged that which the Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken
in the prison of Akka. We testify that thou hast cast away idle
fancies and vain imaginings, and hast taken with thy right hand
My sealed nectar and drunk thereof once in My remembrance
and again in My Name, the Mighty, the Beloved. Thou hast
turned with thy heart to the horizon of the Manifestation in
such wise that neither the might of the wicked ones nor the
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oppression of the evil ones who denied God’s truth and His
Manifestation, and His signs and His sovereignty, could deter
thee” We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to cause
thee to enter the Most Exalted Paradise and to make thee
a companion of His chosen ones and His loved ones, and to
send down upon thee at all times mercy from His presence

and grace from His own Self and loving-kindness from His side.

Verily, He is the All-Bountiful, to Whose bounty all created
things have testified, and the All-Generous, Whose generosity
all contingent beings have acknowledged. There is no God but
Thee, the Forgiver of sins, and the Sovereign over the seen and
the unseen.

Glory be unto Thee, O my God, my Lord, my Master and my
Support! I beseech Thee by him and by his steadfastness in
Thy Cause, and by the lights of the sun of his knowledge in
Thy days, to forgive those who have visited Thy loved ones and
stood before their tombs and recited what Thou didst reveal

from Thy Most Exalted Pen in their remembrance and praise.

Verily, Thou art the Omnipotent over what Thou willest. O
my Lord! Ordain for them that which befitteth the ocean of
Thy bounty and the heaven of Thy generosity, then fulfill their
needs through Thy grace and munificence. Verily, Thou art the
All-Bestowing, the All-Bountiful, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

O Amin! Upon thee be My glory! Convey My greetings to his
son on behalf of the Wronged One. Say: “Blessed art thou,
O Murad, in that He Who is the Desire of all who are in the
heavens and the earth hath turned toward thee. Grieve not
for what hath befallen thee. Be content in all circumstances
of destiny. Verily thy Lord doeth what He willeth. I testify,
and all created things testify, that He is the One praised in His
command and obeyed in His judgment.” When thou hearest
My call and perceivest the fragrance of My utterance, say:

“My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having guided me to
the ocean of Thy bounty and the path of Thy Cause, and for
having illumined my heart with the light of Thy knowledge. O
my Lord! I am Thy servant and the son of Thy servant. I hold
fast to the cord of Thy grace. Ordain for me from Thy Most
Glorious Pen the good of this world and the next. Verily, Thou
art the Lord of earth and heaven, and in Thy grasp are the reins
of all affairs. There is no God but Thee, the Omnipotent, the
Mighty, the Powerful.”

O Amin! Upon thee be the glory of God, the Lord of the worlds.

I testify that thou hast arisen to serve the Cause and hast
performed that which hath been adorned with the ornament
of acceptance. We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to
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ordain for thee a great reward in the Book. Verily, He is the
Mighty, the All-Bestowing.

Mention hath been made of him who standeth in service to
the Cause—upon him be My glory and loving-kindness. Thou
hast spoken with truth and sincerity. Praise be to God, he is
at all times engaged in service. In truth, he is a success for
the servants of the All-Bountiful. Soon shall the tongues of
the world speak his praise and glorification. Verily, He is the
All-Bountiful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

His honor, the Name of Beauty, upon him be My glory and
loving-kindness, has previously submitted that the sum of
twenty tumans is with him for the Huquq. We therefore
instructed that it be given to two handmaidens of God, but
before Our instruction arrived it seems they had given it to
you, or the Trustee had not issued payment from previous
funds, and We shall not issue it. Verily thy Lord is the
Just, the Wise. And he too has committed no fault in this
matter. Say: O My Name! Upon thee be My glory and
loving-kindness. Thou hast ever been adorned with the
ornament of trustworthiness and righteousness. These two are
companions unto thee, and two guardians unto thee, and by
God’s leave, two protectors unto thee. The Trustee has ever
mentioned thee and thou art the recipient of special favors.

The letter of His honor Habibu’llah, upon him be My glory
and loving-kindness, reached the Most Holy Court. We read
it, that is to say, observed it with the tongue of grandeur, that
is to say, with the glance of favor. O Love! The gaze of favor is
turned toward thee. Some time ago, a petition from My Name
Beauty reached the Most Holy Court, and in that petition he
expressed satisfaction with thee and thy mother. In truth these
two expressions of satisfaction are as two crowns upon your two
heads and two ornaments for your two temples, for the Name
of God has arisen to serve the divine Cause and is occupied
with praise and glorification, and deeds performed for the sake
of God are illumined with the light of acceptance and perfumed
with the fragrance of divine good-pleasure. O Habibu’llah! In
these days, due to the lack of capacity of the servants and their
occupation with unseemly matters, the station of thy father,
that is, My Name Beauty, remains concealed. God will soon
reveal that which He desireth and that which was hidden from
the eyes of the servants. Verily He loveth the doers of good
and His detached servants.

Thy petition reached Our presence, and from each letter

thereof devotion and attraction were evident and manifest.

Grieve not over the events of the world. We beseech God
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to open before thy face the gates of His mercy, His loving-
kindness and His bounty. Verily thy Lord loveth His loved
ones and hath ordained for them from His Most Exalted Pen
in His earliest days that which the world and all that is therein
cannot equal. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to write for
thee that which will exalt thee through His Name amongst
His creation. He is the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

And regarding thy intention to engage in the occupation thou
mentioned - although from the divine perspective, any occu-
pation thou engage in is beloved, yet if thou findest a better
one, it would be higher and more beloved in the sight of God.
Place thy trust in all matters upon Him and commit them to
Him. Verily He is with His trusting servants.

5 Convey greetings from the Wronged One to thy mother. Say:

Within the divine palace itself thou hast rendered steadfast
service. If thou knew its station, thou wouldst be content with
God, nay, throughout thy life thou wouldst be occupied with
“Praise be to Thee, O God of the worlds.”

O Amin! The glance of grace and mercy is turned towards
thee. God willing, thou shalt follow the Truth in all conditions
- that is to say, thou shalt deal and associate with His cre-
ation according to His nature, His disposition, and His grace.
Divine success and confirmation have been ordained for thee
both before and after. Engage in service with complete assur-
ance. Thy precedence in divine services and thy zeal in matters
concerning His loved ones have been inscribed by the Supreme
Pen in the Crimson Book. Be thou confident and among those
who are firmly established. We beseech God to confirm His
servants that they may assist thee for His sake, and recognize
and understand thy station. We hope that each day thou wilt
attain to that which is the cause of the greatest joy for hu-
manity. Verily, We have mentioned thee, before and after, in
such wise as all the books of the world cannot equal. To this
beareth witness the Lord of Eternity, Who uttereth in every
state that there is none other God but Him, the Single, the
One, the Mighty, the Self-Subsisting.

O Amin! Those souls who are engaged in teaching the Cause
need attention, for unless the heart is detached, words have no
effect. Every being needs sustenance, therefore thou must give
attention according to thy capacity. Verily, thy Lord’s mercy
hath preceded all things and encompassed all things. Should
Ibn-i-Abhar undertake one journey to the land of Ta and its sur-
rounding regions, this would be acceptable and adorned with
the ornament of God’s good-pleasure. In no place should he
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tarry longer than the number of the Greatest Name, unless cir-
cumstances require it - that is, unless seekers are found. How-
ever, the means of travel should be gathered in moderation,
and the fragrance of detachment should waft therefrom. This
fragrance is the cause of the world’s acceptance and the peo-
ples’ attraction. In the days of the Manifestation, assured, con-
tent, and well-pleasing souls through their detachment have at-
tracted the people of creation and guided them to the straight
path.

Today is a blessed day, and its station with God transcends
the comprehension of those who comprehend. Detached souls
must hold fast to wisdom, which is the cause of acceptance,
and through utterance take possession of the cities of hearts.
These are the cupbearers of the divine Kawthar and Salsabil.
Blessed are they and joy be unto them. In all matters thou
must hold fast to kindliness, mercy and compassion, although
through God’s grace thou hast been and art so characterized.
Such mentions are due to the manifestation of care and favors.
God willing, may the True One, exalted be His glory, assist
thee every day. Verily, He is powerful over all things.

O Amin! His honor Aga Muhammad, known as Hannasab,
dwelleth beneath the blessed Tree and is engaged in service.
He hath submitted a detailed account regarding matters con-
cerning his daughter, and the wife of the King of Martyrs,
upon them both be God’s care and favors, hath testified in
the presence of the wife, confirming what Aqa Muhammad
hath stated. In any case, thou art now the Trustee and like-
wise engaged in serving the Cause. Investigate these matters
with justice and fairness for the sake of God, and implement
whatever conformeth with justice and fairness. This matter is
essential. We beseech God to assist and enable you both to set
right the affairs of the world. Verily, He is the Almighty, the
All-Powerful.

We sent forth His Honor Afnan Ali, upon him be My glory
and My loving-kindness, to the City of Love for the sale of
properties and payment of the known debt, even appointing
a deputy for the auction of a house which was in this land
along with the aforementioned land. In truth, all must arise to
set matters aright with attention to service, and exert mighty
effort and endeavor. The Cause of God is mighty and will
soon encompass the world. Blessed is the one whom neither
vain imaginings nor doubts prevented from the will of the Self-
Subsisting Lord, and whom neither the calumnies of the world
nor the suspicions of the peoples held back from drawing nigh.
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O Amin! Say: My God, my God! All praise be unto Thee for
having remembered me in Thy prison in such wise as shall en-
dure throughout the eternity of Thy kingdom and Thy domin-
ion, and for having aided me to arise to serve Thy Cause, and
honored me with hearkening unto Thy call and beholding Thy
horizon before the throne of Thy Revelation. I beseech Thee,
O Thou Who openest the doors and aideth the loved ones, by
Thy Most Bountiful Name, to assist them who have turned
towards Thee to do that which befitteth Thy sovereignty and
beseemeth Thy days. Verily Thou art the Almighty, the Pow-
erful, the All-Bountiful.

We have repeatedly remembered the loved ones. Give them
the glad-tidings of My loving-kindness, illumine them with the
light of My knowledge, and remind them of My verses which
have encompassed the heavens and the earth. Praise be to
God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Zaynul-Muqarrabin et al.
Date: 1306 ? [1888-1889]

He is the Hearing, the Answering One! He is the All-Powerful,
the All-Wise!

The Tablet hath been revealed, and from its horizon the Sun of
grace and bounty hath shone forth, a favor from God, the Lord
of all mankind. The Kawthar of utterance hath flowed from
the Pen of the Most Merciful-among the people are those who
hastened, took, and drank thereof, and among them are those
who turned away and were numbered with the idolaters. The
verses have been sent down and the clear proofs have appeared,
yet most of the people are in manifest error.

O Zayn! Observe, then mention those who have denied in
the land of Sad, having followed the source of vain imagin-
ings instead of God, the Lord of all worlds. They have taken
the misleader as their guide—verily they are among the abased
ones. They clung to their own desires, turning away from God,
the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. These are they who secluded
themselves with names and committed that which caused the
dwellers of the Most Great House to lament. Verily, they are
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recorded among the deniers in the Book of God, the Master
of the Day of Judgment. Say: By God! Neither the misleader
nor any besides him, nor what the people possess will profit
you, except through this Book which speaketh before the faces
of the world and showeth them the straight and manifest path
of God.

O people of Sad! Be fair for God’s sake! If ye deny this Most
Great Cause and the Mighty Announcement, by what proof do
ye establish your faith in God, the One, the All-Informed? By
what evidence did ye believe in the Primal Point, and before
Him in Muhammad the Messenger of God, and before Him in
the Spirit, and before Him in Him Who spoke with God? Be-
ware lest vain imaginings keep you from the Lord of all beings.
Cast away the whisperings of those who have denied God, the
Mighty, the Powerful.

O Zayn! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness! Ob-
serve, then mention him who uttereth that which melteth the
hearts of those near unto God. He said that He hath stolen the
verses of the Bayan and revealed them in His Name—whereby
the tears of the sincere ones were shed. Say: O heedless one!
Present thyself before the Wronged One in His Most Great
Prison, that thou mayest witness the light of utterance dawn-
ing from this luminous horizon. Come into the presence of
His countenance, then ask whatsoever thou desirest, that thou
mayest behold what thou hast neglected in following the con-
jectures of the heedless ones, and be assured that the ocean
surgeth by itself and for itself, that the light shineth by its
own essence unto its own essence, and that the verses are re-
vealed by God’s leave, the Most High, the Most Great. I adjure
you by God to present yourselves before the Wronged One with
pure intention for the sake of God, your Lord, the Most Mer-
ciful, the Compassionate. By God’s life! When the verses are
revealed, the angels and the Spirit descend to hearken unto
the call of God, the Goal of the mystics. This is He Whom
God hath made the point of adoration for all who dwell in the
highest Paradise, were ye of the fair-minded.

O Zayn! Say: O Hadi! Present thyself for God’s sake that
thou mayest witness with thine own eyes the waves of the di-
vine ocean of utterance and observe with thine own sight the
effulgences of the Sun of Truth. In these days one can distin-
guish between truth and falsehood, but after the ascension the
helpless people will be afflicted like the previous party. Say: O
people of Sad! T speak for the sake of God and beseech you to
present yourselves before the one whom ye have taken as the
Truth, and likewise before the face of the Wronged One, that
the truth may be made manifest unto you and that ye may
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not be of those who proclaimed “God is our Lord!” yet when
He appeared from the dawning-place of His Revelation and the
dayspring of His verses, they slew Him with such injustice as
caused every Prophet and every trusted Messenger to cry out.

O people of Sad! The pearls of wisdom and utterance that
have appeared from the treasury of the Supreme Pen are dis-
tinguished like the sun from all else. Beware lest ye veil them
with the clouds of your imaginations. Fear God and be not of
the wrongdoers. By God’s life! He who hath prevented you
from drawing nigh unto the Most Great Ocean stood indeed be-
fore the Face and served his Lord. To this testifieth that which
hath been sent down from the heaven of the will of your Lord,
the All-Uttering, the All-Knowing. One among the people led
him astray until he desired to slay Me. When that which was
hidden in his breast was made manifest, he cried out within
himself. To this bear witness those servants who were with Us
when We migrated from Iraq in the path of God, the Lord of
all worlds.

O Zayn! Upon thee be My glory and loving-kindness. Be-
seech God to assist His servants that they may recognize the
truth from all else and attain unto that for which they were
created. With utmost humility and supplication We make men-
tion and beseech God to manifest His Cause through souls that
are assured, content, well-pleased and fair-minded, and to pu-
rify hearts from doubt and uncertainty with the Kawthar of
utterance. He is the Powerful, the Mighty. There is none
other God but Him, the Lord of the Throne and earth.

O Zayn! We make mention at this time of him who was named
Hasan, brother of him who migrated and attained. O Hasan!
When thou hearest the call from the direction of Akka and
drinkest the choice wine of revelation from the cup of bounty,
say: “My God, my God! Unto Thee be glory and praise, and
within Thy grasp lies the kingdom of eternity. I am Thy servant
and the son of Thy servant. Thou hast given me to drink of
the choice wine of recognition and guided me to the Dayspring
of proof. I beseech Thee by the signs of Thy greatness in the
heaven of Thy might and the lights of Thy countenance in the
kingdom of Thy grace, to make me in all conditions content,
praising and thankful for the wonders of Thy generosity and
bounty. Verily Thou art the Powerful, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.”

O Muhammad-Qabli-‘Ali! The Mother Book hath appeared
yet the people perceive not, and the Kawthar of inner meanings
and utterance hath flowed from the Pen of the All-Merciful,
yet most of the people understand not. Their desires have pre-
vented them from the horizon of God, the Self-Subsisting, the
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Eternal. Blessed art thou for having acknowledged that which
the Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken from His inaccessible sta-
tion.

O Asadu’llah! Hear the call raised from the Supreme Horizon
and say: “Here am I, O Lord of Names! Here am I, O Creator
of Heaven! I beseech Thee by Thy Manifestation and Thy
power, and by Thy Mount and Thy Call, to make me content
with what Thou hast ordained for me by the Pen of Thy decree.
Then write down for me what Thou hast written for those of
Thy servants who are nigh unto Thee. Verily Thou art the
Powerful, the Mighty.”

O Rida! Through the heedlessness of the negligent and the
wickedness of the aggressors, the place of the Wronged One
has become the prison of Akka. How far is the land of Ta from
Akka! Divine love hath attracted and continueth to attract,
and He preferreth exile to homeland. How excellent is this
most exalted station and this most glorious rank! Blessed are
they that attain.

O Mahmud! We have been with thee in all conditions. The
Supreme Pen hath testified that thou hast believed in God and
His verses, and remembered Him when creation was silent in
His remembrance, and turned to Him when the people were
turning away from Him. We beseech God to assist thee in
preserving His Cause and in protecting what is in thy heart
from every thief and every obstinate traitor.

O Ali! The divine call is raised at every moment, yet the people
are heedless of it. The world is adorned with the lights of the
Sun of Manifestation, yet the servants are heedless and veiled.
Blessed art thou and thy brother and whosoever hath held fast
to the cord of God, the Strong.

O Rida! The misleader Dawlat-Abadi has again become a
Shi’ih and, like the ignorant ones of Iran, has exerted and
continues to exert mighty efforts to lead people astray. Say:
Present thyself and ask what thou desirest, that thou mayest
hear the verses of God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. Love
of leadership hath seized him and debarred him from the path
of God, the Lord of all existence.

O Abdullah! Remember the days when thou wert present be-
fore the Wronged One, when thou didst behold His horizon and
hear His call. Blessed art thou for having turned in His days to
His prison and heard that for which most of mankind died in
regret. To this testifieth this sealed Book which hath been sent
down from the Pen of God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.
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O Muhammad! They called the Seal of the Prophets a liar,
Moses a sorcerer, and the Spirit (Christ) an infidel. And they
have reviled and continue to revile the Primal Point from all
pulpits and mosques of Iran. Dawlat-Abadi hath newly raised
the standard of hypocrisy, busying himself with the building of
Jabulga and Jabulsa. Say: Shame upon thee, O thou rejected
Blessed art thou for having cast away the people and
taken the choice wine and drunk thereof in the name of God,
the Powerful, the Mighty, the Loving.

one!

O Haydar! the ungodly have said that the Lord of mankind
hath taken from the verses of the Primal Point and sent them
abroad. Say: O people! For the sake of God, reflect! That
which hath streamed forth and been revealed from the treasury
of the Most Exalted Pen is like the sun, distinct from all else.
Be fair, O people, and be not of the wrongdoers. The Glory
from Us be upon thee and upon thy wife. Give her glad tidings
from the Wronged One and remind her of thy Lord’s verses.

O Hasan-Ali! Say: O Dawlat-Abadi, fear God! The waves of
the ocean are His own, and the effulgences of the sun are from
His very Self. The Tree hath appeared with countless fruits
and the Light shineth with manifest splendor. Present thyself
before the Face that thou mayest hear the verses of God, the
Lord of the worlds. Verily they descend in truth from the
heaven of God’s Will, the Mighty, the Wise. O Hasan-Ali!
Spring is a time of lamentation. By God’s life! The hearts
of those near unto God have melted from the oppression of
the ungodly. A few transgressors who betrayed the chastity
of the Point have become leaders and feel no shame. And this
Wronged One, Who with conquering power and manifest might
arose before all faces and with the hand of might raised high
the Cause - Him they count not among the faithful. By God’s
life! Noah lamenteth, the Spirit crieth out, and the Primal
Point exclaimeth “Woe is me!” Thus have We revealed unto
thee that which causeth the most exalted Paradise and the
supreme Heaven to weep, that thou mayest know those who
have violated God’s covenant and His testament, and mayest
be of those possessed of clear certainty.

O Rahim! Divine mercy descendeth at all times. Indeed, were
true mercy, upon which the existence of contingent things de-
pendeth, to be withheld for a moment, all would perish and be
reduced to nothingness. Today the gate of bounty is opened
wide, the ocean of loving-kindness is surging, and the light of
grace is shining bright. Blessed is the one who, detached from
the world, hath held fast to the cord of love for the Most Great
Name. Such a one is the horseman in the arena of sanctity and
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detachment. Upon him be the glory of God, the Lord of cre-
ation. Praise be to God! He hath aided thee to turn and
draw nigh, and hath adorned thee with the traces of the Most
Exalted Pen. Verily, He is the Self-Sufficient, the Most High.
There is no God but Him, the Single, the One, the Powerful,
the Mighty, the Unconstrained.

O Nurullah! Praise the Lord of Eternity Who hath enabled
thee to attain unto His days and guided thee to the straight
path from which most of the world’s people are debarred. His
bounty took thy hand, and His grace delivered thee from the
clay of idle fancies. Say:

Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having illumined me with
the lights of the Orb of Thy bounty and for having sent down
unto me that which hath drawn me nigh unto the shore of
the ocean of Thy nearness. O Lord! Adorn my temple with
the robe of righteousness and my head with the crown of de-
tachment. Thou, verily, art the One Who hath power over
whatsoever He willeth. There is none other God but Thee, the
Almighty, the Powerful.

O Pen! Make mention of My handmaiden who hath been
named Shahrbanu in the Book of God, the Mighty, the All-
Praised. O My handmaiden! Thou hast attained unto the
most great favor, which is the knowledge of God, glorified
be His majesty. Give thanks unto thy Lord for this supreme
bounty and this great mercy. Then make mention of My hand-
maiden, the wife of Rida, who hath ascended unto the Most
Exalted Companion. Blessed art thou, O My leaf! We bear
witness that thou hast attained unto that which most of the
women of the world have been denied. Verily, thy Lord is the
All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

O Hasan! The Lord of the worlds maketh mention of thee from
His Most Great Prison. Thou art he who hath attained unto
tribulation in the path of God, the Lord of all mankind, and I
am the All-Knowing Witness. We have mentioned thee before
in such wise as caused the Concourse on High to be attracted,
and at this manifest time.

O daughter of Rida! Hearken unto the call of God. Verily,
there is none other God but Him, the Single One, the All-
Informed. He maketh mention of every servant who hath be-
lieved in Him and His verses, and every handmaiden who hath
turned towards God, the Mighty, the Beautiful.

O wife of Isma’ill We have dispatched the hosts of Divine lovers
to the place of sacrifice. They hastened until they offered up
their spirits in the path of God, the Lord of the Mighty Throne.
Thus have We manifested power between the righteous and the
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wicked. Blessed are they that have attained, and woe unto
them that have turned away.
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To: Mulla Muhammad et al., in Manshad
Date: 1306 ¢ [1888-1889]

The epistle of God, the Help-in-Peril, the Self-Subsisting

2 He dawneth from the horizon of the heaven of proof

A Book which the All-Merciful hath sent down unto all who
are in the realm of possibility, that the utterance may draw
them to the horizon from which the Luminary of Manifestation
hath shone forth in this blessed, mighty and wondrous Day. O
concourse of the Furqan! Hearken unto the call of the All-
Merciful from the Mount of Knowledge. Verily it draweth you
nigh unto Him and guideth you unto His straight path. Beware
lest ye deprive yourselves of this most great favor. Cast away
what the people possess and take what hath been given you
from God, the Lord of all worlds. Verily He hath appeared and
revealed what He willed as a token of His grace, and He is the
All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

O people of the earth! Hear the call from the precincts of Akka,
from the Divine Lote-Tree raised up in truth: Verily there is
none other God but He, the Single One, the One, the Mighty,
the Powerful. The Kawthar of immortality hath flowed from
the Most Exalted Pen. Approach with radiant faces, then drink
therefrom and be not of the heedless. Beware lest the doubts of
your own selves withhold you from God, the Lord of all worlds.
Take the chalice of salvation in the name of the Cleaver of the
Dawn, then drink thereof by the command of One Who is the
Ordainer, the Ancient of Days. By God! The Day is come and
the people are in strange drunkenness. They have forsaken
their God in that they have followed their desires. They are
indeed among the most lost in the Book of God, the Master of
the Day of Judgment. The ocean of utterance hath surged in
the realm of possibility and the fragrances of revelation have
been wafted among all religions. Blessed is he who hath found
and turned unto it, and woe unto them that have turned away.
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O My Pen! Turn thy face toward him who hath been named
Muhammad and remind him of My verses and illumine him
with the lights of My Kingdom and give him the glad-tidings
of My loving-kindness which hath preceded all who are in the
heavens and the earth. O Muhammad! The Most Exalted Pen
hath turned toward thee once again that thou mayest inhale
the fragrances of revelation and be among the thankful. We
have mentioned thee before with a remembrance through which
the fragrance of utterance hath been diffused throughout all
possibility and the nightingales of proof have warbled upon the
branches. Verily there is none other God but He, the Single
One, the All-Informed.

Say: O My loved ones in Manshad! By the True One, the
gate of heaven hath been opened, and the Lord of Names hath
come with a power that no earthly might can weaken and with
an authority that no clamor of the nations can daunt. He
hath stood before all faces and proclaimed in loudest voice:
“O concourse of creation! The Self-Subsisting hath come with
a sovereignty before which all who are in the heavens and on
earth are powerless to stand. Beware lest the tempests of denial
or the storms of hesitation move you. This is what ye were
commanded aforetime and in this hour. Blessed is he who hath
heard and responded, and woe unto every doubting denier. Joy
be unto him who hath gone forth from the horizon of the House,
speaking of this Most Great Name and bearing glad tidings of
this mighty News.”

Say: O people of God! Beware lest ye be like those who fear
men as they should fear God, and beware lest the veils of the
transgressors, who have cast the covenant of God behind their
backs and clung to the promptings of the Evil Ones, prevent
you. Say: O concourse of divines! Be fair, by God, and re-
ject not the truth through what ye possess. Read what We
have sent down in truth - it will assist you and draw you nigh
unto God, the Mighty, the Great. Observe and remember
when Muhammad, the Apostle of God, came, the people de-
nied Him and spoke concerning Him that which caused the
Spirit to lament in His most exalted station and the Faithful
Spirit to cry out. Then consider what befell God’s Messengers
and His Emissaries aforetime at the hands of the wrongdoers.
We mention you for the sake of God and remind you of His
signs and give you glad tidings of what hath been ordained
in the highest Paradise and the sublime Heaven for those who
draw nigh - and I am the All-Knowing Herald.

He hath come for your salvation and hath borne hardships
that ye might ascend the ladder of utterance to the summit
of knowledge. To this testifieth He with Whom is a wondrous
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Book. Read what hath been sent down with justice and fair-
ness - it will exalt you in truth and show you what ye were
prevented from, and give you to drink of His luminous wine.
Thus hath the ocean surged and the fragrance wafted. Blessed
is he who hath found and seen, and away with every remote
knower. The glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of ut-
terance be upon thee and upon those who have believed in the
All-Merciful and acknowledged what the Tongue of Grandeur
spoke before the mention of all created things: Verily there
is no God but Him, the Single, the One, the Powerful, the
Chosen One.

We have turned from the eloquent tongue to the luminous
tongue that all might understand what hath flowed from the
Supreme Pen. O thou who gazest upon the Countenance!
The first commandment hath been and is the knowledge of
God, and after that steadfastness in His Cause. This stead-
fastness is not attained except through knowledge. Blessed is
the soul that hath drunk from the Kawthar of the Merciful’s
utterance and attained unto that which was the purpose of cre-
ation. The knowledge of God, in its primary station and first
rank, is bound up with and dependent upon the blessed word
“He doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth.”
Whosoever attaineth unto the recognition of this exalted word
shall find himself seated upon the throne of certitude, and no
matter or word shall cause him to slip or be disturbed. It be-
hooveth him to utter these sublime words: “O my Lord, the
All-Merciful, the One Who prevaileth over all contingent be-
ings! I testify that Thou art praiseworthy in Thy deeds and
obeyed in Thy command.” Blessed are those servants who have
held fast to these exalted words and drunk from the ocean of
meanings that lie hidden therein.

The honored Siyyid Taqi, glory be upon him, appeared before
the Wronged One with thy letter. We heard thy call and made
mention of thee with a mention whose fragrance shall endure
as long as the divine Kingdom endures. In all conditions We
have counseled the servants to trustworthiness and religious
devotion. In truth, the hosts that assist this Most Great Cause
have been and are goodly deeds and praiseworthy character.
Blessed are they who, through these hosts, open the cities of
hearts in the name of the True One, exalted be His glory.

O Muhammad, upon thee be My glory! Verses have been sent
down in such wise that none can reckon their number. Ask
thou the True One to aid the servants to recite that which
hath been revealed and to meditate upon that which hath be-
come manifest. That which was previously sent for the mani-
festations of justice and fairness is most beneficial, and in the
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alteration of the party’s verses are signs for the discerning and
evidences for the knowing ones. We altered it in wisdom from
Our presence. Verily, He doeth what He willeth and ordaineth
what He pleaseth. He is the Powerful, the Mighty, the Praise-
worthy.

May God assist Mulla Ali-Akbar in attaining recognition.
Should he observe the Book of Certitude, he will surely find
his way to the Most Exalted Horizon. We beseech God to
attract him through His verses, draw him near through His
sovereignty, and aid him through His grace. Verily, He hath
power over all things.

Mention hath been made of Mirza Nasru’llah and others. We
have remembered him and do remember him that he may re-
joice and be among the thankful ones. O Nasru’llah! Thy
father took hold of the Book of God with power from Him and
made mention of Him until he gave up his spirit in His path.
By the life of God! A station hath been ordained for him whose
description the pens of the chroniclers are powerless to render.
We beseech God to assist thee and those who have believed to
remain steadfast in this Cause whereby the foundations of the
transgressors have been shaken.

O Abdullah! Thy name was present before the Wronged One.
We have mentioned thee with a mention from which wafteth
the fragrance of God’s loving-kindness, the Lord of creation.
We counsel thee and those who have believed to wisdom and ut-
terance. Thus hath God ordained in the Scriptures and Tablets.
Glorify the name of thy Lord and turn not unto those who have
denied My Most Exalted Word and the rustling of My Most
Exalted Pen. These, verily, are among the most lost in the
Book of God, the Lord of lords. Preserve what hath been sent
down from the heaven of My Will, then recite it at eventide
and at dawn.

O Abdul-Husayn! The Wronged One remembereth thee in the
Most Great Prison when sorrows have surrounded Him from
all sides. By God! The happenings of the world do not prevent
Him, nor doth the might of nations hinder Him. He speaketh
before the faces of princes and divines that which He hath
been commanded by God, the Lord of all men. The swords
did not frighten Him, nor did the ranks prevent Him. He hath
appeared and manifested what He desired, a command from
God, Who causeth the rivers to flow. Blessed is the servant who
hath held fast to My Book, the eye that hath beheld My traces,
and the ear that hath heard My call when it was raised in truth
from this station which God hath made the most exalted of
stations.
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Convey My greetings to the loved ones in that land on behalf
of the Wronged One, and remind them of God’s verses and
evidences. Strive that perchance thou mayest open the doors
of hearts with the key of the remembrance of the True One, ex-
alted be His glory, and preserve them from previous delusions.
Those souls, both men and women, who have drunk of the
sealed wine have ever been mentioned before His countenance.
We beseech God to keep all steadfast in His Cause. Verily, He
is the Powerful over whatsoever He willeth. Within His grasp
is the dominion of all who are in the earth and the heavens.

7 O Muhammad! Upon thee be the Glory of God, the One, the

Single. Remember on My behalf him who is named Husayn,
who turned to the Most Sublime Horizon, attained the pres-
ence of God, and heard the call of the All-Merciful while in the
midst of the ignorant. Say: O Husayn! Beware lest the doubts
of the world hold thee back. Stand firm in the Cause with
such steadfastness that the thorns of those who have turned
away from God, thy Lord and the Lord of thy forebears, can-
not make thee slip. Remember those days when thou wert
present before the Wronged One and didst drink the choice
wine of reunion from the hand of thy Lord’s bounty, the Gen-
erous. Preserve this most exalted station and that which He
commanded thee in His presence. Verily thy Lord is He Who
speaketh the truth before all faces. Nothing whatsoever hath
deterred Him, nor the opposition of the deceivers. When thou
findest the fragrance of My utterance from My verses, say:

My God, my God! All praise be unto Thee for having guided
me in Thy days, honored me with Thy presence, and enabled
me to stand before Thy gate. I beseech Thee by the Dawning-
Places of Thy verses and the Manifestations of Thy clear to-
kens, and by the Hands of Thy Cause who have arisen to serve
Thee and have voiced Thy praise among Thy servants and have
proclaimed Thy Cause and have traversed the lands in remem-
brance and praise of Thee. Thou art indeed the Almighty
Whom nothing whatsoever can frustrate. Thou hast mani-
fested whatsoever Thou didst desire through Thy power and
might. Verily Thou art the Strong, the Powerful. There is
no God but Thee, the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed.

Thus hath the Tongue of Grandeur spoken as a token of His
grace, that he might praise his Lord and be of the thankful
ones. O Muhammad! Convey My glorification unto his face,
then recite unto him that which hath flowed forth from the
ocean of My all-encompassing knowledge. Glory be upon thee
and upon him and upon those whom neither the clamor of
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the people nor the might of princes hath weakened, and whom
the rancor of the divines who have broken God’s covenant and
His testament hath not frightened, and who have done that
by reason of which every possessor of vision and hearing and
knowledge who hath believed in God, the Lord of all worlds,
hath lamented.

He is the One Who judgeth with truth.

O Muhammad! Upon thee be My Glory! Read thou this
blessed tablet that thou mayest drink from the hidden oceans
within the divine words and soar with the wings of inner mean-
ings in the holy atmosphere of the Eternal. After reading and
becoming aware of it, deliver it to Muhammad - upon him be
My Glory - in Manshad, that he may consider it and become
informed and hearken unto the call of the Wronged One with
the ear of his heart. By the life of God! This call giveth life,
nay rather, transformeth the body into spirit. The Command
is in His grasp. He doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what
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He pleaseth. O Muhammad! Verily He is praised in His deed A )
and obeyed in His command, and He is the Almighty, the Pow- MKI4523.181, BRL_DA#266, ISH.181
erful.

GPB.209x2x, PDC.137-138x

BHO00514

Date: 1306 ? [1888-1889]

In the Name of Him Who speaketh in the Kingdom of Utter-
ance!

Praise be to God Who hath manifested and revealed that which
was hidden in knowledge and concealed from eyes and vision.
Glorified be He Who hath caused all things to speak His praise
and glorification, and Who hath summoned all to the Most
Exalted Horizon wherefrom the call hath been raised: “The
Kingdom and the Dominion, the Majesty and the Power belong
unto God, the Omnipotent, the Mighty, the Unconstrained!”

O peoples of the earth! By God, the Day hath come, yet the
people remain in doubt and conflict. They have cast the Book
of God behind their backs, clinging to their vain imaginings
and idle fancies. This is the Day whereon He Who conversed
with God hath been established upon the throne of Revelation,
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and the Herald hath cried out from the right hand of the lu-
minous Spot: “God, there is none other God but Him. His
are the grace and bounty, the remembrance and the glory. He
giveth and withholdeth, and He is the Single One, the One,
the Omnipotent, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.”

O Muhammad-Sadiq! Thy letter hath reached the Wronged
One and hath been honored to be seen and heard. We have
detected therefrom the fragrance of humility, submissiveness,
and devotion to God, the Revealer of verses and the Mani-
fester of clear proofs. We have sent down for thee from the
heaven of utterance that which hath enraptured the hearts of
the righteous. Say: O concourse of men! By God, the Greatest
Scene hath been adorned through the appearance of the Lord
of Destiny, and the Dove of Knowledge hath warbled upon
the highest branches. Rejoice, O peoples of the worlds, for the
Promise hath appeared and the Promised One speaketh before
all faces with a sovereignty that hath conquered all who are in
the heavens and on earth.

We make mention at this hour of thy father who hath ascended
to the station God ordained for him. We beseech Him, ex-
alted be He, by the ocean of His forgiveness, the heaven of
His grace, and the sun of His mercy which hath preceded all
created things, to send down upon him a heavenly feast and a
blessing from His presence, and to cause him to enter the Most
Exalted Paradise. Verily, He is the Bestower, the Mighty, the
All-Bountiful. We have purified him at the time of his ascen-
sion from the world’s defilement and forgiven him through Our
grace, for We are the Mighty, the All-Forgiving.

i O thou who gazeth upon the Countenance! This is the Day of

God, the Cause is God’s Cause, and the Revelation is God’s
Revelation, the like of which the eye of creation hath never
beheld. To this beareth witness the Mother Book in the most
exalted station. Hold fast unto the cord of wisdom and speak
forth the praise of God, the Lord of lords. He shall reinforce
thee with the hosts of wisdom and utterance, and shall manifest
through thee that which shall cause all to cry out with the
loudest voice: “O peoples of earth and heaven! By God, the
gate of heaven hath been opened and the Lord of the Kingdom
of Names hath come with power and sovereignty!”

Beware lest your desires prevent you, or the hosts of earth
frighten you, or the ranks of the wicked weaken you. We have
borne all hardships and tribulations in this Cause, whereby the
limbs of all names have trembled and the hearts of every heed-
less doubter have been disturbed. Take the reins of affairs in
the name of thy Lord, then speak that whereby every silent one
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shall speak, every still one shall move, and every prostrate one
shall arise, by the command of God, the Lord of all directions.

Say: This is the Day whereof the Apostle of God gave glad-
tidings, and before Him the Spirit, and before Him He Who
conversed with God, and before them the Messengers of God,
the Lord of the Day of Return. Thus have We sent down the
verses and dispatched them unto thee, that thou mayest give
thanks to thy Lord Who hath come from the heaven of proof
with the standards of wisdom and utterance. We have desired
at this time to change the eloquent language into the luminous
language, by the command of God, the Lord of creation.

O Muhammad-Sadiq! Upon thee be My Glory and My Loving-
kindness. All the divine Books, both of the past and of the
future, proclaim and herald this Most Mighty, Most Holy Rev-
elation. Blessed is the soul that hath attained unto that which
hath been inscribed by the Most Exalted Pen in the Scrip-
tures and Tablets. In truth I say, great is this Day. In the
Tablet of the world, this exalted Word was revealed: “The
Most Great News proclaimeth: O people of Persia! Ye have
been the dawning-places of mercy and the daysprings of com-
passion and love. The realms of existence have been illumined
and adorned with the light of your knowledge and wisdom.
How is it that ye have arisen to destroy yourselves and your
friends with your own hands?”

O Afnan and My loved ones! Upon you be My Glory and
My Loving-kindness. The tabernacle of the Cause of God is
mighty. It hath encompassed and will continue to encompass
all the peoples of the world. Your day is now, and a thou-
sand tablets bear witness. Arise to help His Cause and busy
yourselves in conquering the hearts and souls of the peoples of
the world through the hosts of utterance. From you must ap-
pear that which will ensure the comfort and tranquility of the
downtrodden. Gird up the loins of endeavor, that perchance
the servants may be freed from bondage and attain unto liberty.
Today the lamentation of justice is raised, and the cry of eq-
uity is heard. The dark smoke of oppression hath enveloped all
peoples and nations. Through the movement of the Supreme
Pen, a fresh spirit of meaning hath been breathed, by the com-
mand of the True Commander, into the bodies of words, and
its effects are manifest and evident in all things of the world.
This is the Most Great Glad-tidings that hath flowed from the
Pen of this Wronged One. We beseech God to aid and not to
deprive His servants of the fragrances of His days.
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Say: O people of the Bayan! He Who is the Lord of all religions
hath appeared with a Cause before which no cause can stand,
and with a sovereignty that no earthly forces can weaken. He
Who hath with Him the Mother Book beareth witness unto
this. Say: Verily, He is with you and heareth your utterances.
With Him is the knowledge of all things preserved in a Manifest
Tablet. Say: Behold, then judge with equity that which hath
appeared from Him. He guideth you unto His Straight Path.
Purify your hearts with the Kawthar of God’s utterance, the
Lord of all worlds. Nothing escapeth His knowledge. He doeth
what He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth. He is the
Almighty, the All-Powerful.

Thus hath the Tongue of Grandeur spoken in the kingdom of
utterance, and that which was hidden and treasured in God’s
knowledge, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed, hath been re-
vealed. And We have desired to mention at this time thy
daughter, as a grace from God, the Lord of the Mighty Throne.
O My handmaiden! Take the chalice of utterance in My Name
and drink therefrom, despite every people that hath been heed-
less and turned away from God, the Lord of the Day of Judg-
ment. Blessed art thou for having attained unto My call and
for having had thy name flow from My Most Exalted Pen,
whereby God quickeneth His servants and handmaidens and
remembereth them in His wondrous Book. We make mention
of thy sister as a mercy from God, the Mighty, the Great, and
We give her glad tidings of that which hath been ordained for
her from the Ordainer, the Ancient of Days. We make men-
tion of him who is named ‘Ali-Akbar and We beseech God,
blessed and exalted be He, to preserve him through His hosts,
to draw him nigh unto Him, and cause him to speak His beau-
tiful praise.

O ‘Ali-Akbar! When thou hast heard and drunk the choice
wine of revelation from the hand of My bounty, say: Glory be
unto Thee, O my God! All praise be unto Thee for having re-
membered me in Thy Most Great Prison, and all thanksgiving
be unto Thee for having guided me unto Thy Most Straight
Path. T beseech Thee by the light of Thy Cause and the fire of
Thy Lote-Tree to aid me in the service of Thy Cause. Verily,
Thou art the Powerful over whatsoever Thou willest. There is
none other God but Thee, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.

O Hasan! Upon thee be My glory! We have turned unto thee
at this hour and revealed for thee that which hath diffused the
fragrance of the All-Merciful throughout all creation, that thou
mayest rejoice and be of the thankful ones. Grieve not over the
world and its vicissitudes. Turn with thy heart unto God, the
Lord of the worlds. Verily He preserveth His loved ones and

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

VoL obsY SOk Gl s ol Su L s
j&ﬁi\‘};wugcwuﬁgﬁw\ﬂw
e o) Gt 8 o oo SV mey
sl ok o g Lod Ll 21, Jas) 5
ot e b gl o d) S
o e op o N W Oy 0L 8

BRSSPI ;‘%J:U’.L* Ja s
i)

5 ol o e 3 adadl Ol gl SIS
k! a&)\rkc‘j/b)};/b)ﬁn O L 4k
o S SKaks okl Vs 3 5 01 b
b s el b ) Gl O Al el
5 cli wl W we g 212 el oLl
@&qkd:\l\w&bﬁnwa\
,@uu_ﬂ\m@ym&\jx,
o SH e T 00 e b8 L b 2y
o b 5 Sl il JLi 8 e
Jebl 6 ailar 5 4l 4 005 dlai

G G Do s Car 13T 8 el
ST AL ol Sl 5 Slle oy
ISR PR O WP SR
Sl S 3V Sl o Ul g e
SISl o 385 01 Sopau b
ol S VE Y Sl b el el

25

ek Va6 SN U318 Bl Ko o b
SKW) 3 o ) s &y 2o Lo ST U1
QE\JO}Y@}/@\OAO}Q; C/l:]
& ol Oy ) Y1 S 31 sl
el il 4 i e a5 ) Laig

133

11

13

14



16

19

Vol. 91: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1306 A.H. (1888-1889) part IV

BH00514

remembereth them in that whereby their names shall endure
throughout the perpetuity of His firm and wise Cause. The
splendor that shineth from the horizon of My loving-kindness
be upon you, O My loved ones, and upon those who are with
you and have believed in God, the Almighty, the All-Knowing,
the Bestower, the Generous.

We have desired to make mention of him whom thou didst
mention, who was named Abu-Talib, that he may be assured
that He is the One Who hath power over whatsoever He willeth,
through His mighty and great Name.

O Abu-Talib! The Wronged One hath turned unto thee from
the precincts of the Prison and revealed for thee that which
hath caused the hearts of them that are nigh to soar. When
thou perceivest the fragrance of My utterance, say:

7 “My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having guided me

unto Thy path and made known to me Thy way. I beseech
Thee by Thy Name which Thou hast made the sovereign of
all names, and by Thy Command which hath encompassed all
things, to ordain for me that which shall make me steadfast
in Thy love and eloquent in Thy remembrance. Verily, Thou
art God, the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
And T beseech Thee by that which lieth with Thee to protect
me and my family from the croaking of those who have denied
Thy proof and Thy testimony, who have disputed Thy signs
and cast aside Thy laws. Verily, Thou art the Strong, the
All-Conquering, the Almighty.”

And We make mention of him who was named Nasru’llah and
counsel him with that which shall exalt his station in this re-
splendent and luminous spot. We have mentioned thee before,
and thy father who hath ascended unto the Supreme Compan-
ion, with verses that all the treasures of the heavens and earth
cannot equal. O Nasru’llah! God hath come with manifest
sovereignty. Beware lest the doubts of the ignorant prevent
thee from drawing nigh unto God, the Lord of the worlds. We
testify that thy father attained unto that which most of the
servants have not attained in the presence of thy Lord. All
things are recorded in a mighty tablet. We were with him at
the time of his ascension, and We cleansed him with the ocean
of Our forgiveness, which hath encompassed those who have
drawn nigh and those who are near. Be thou steadfast in the
Cause and hold fast unto His firm cord.

Thou shouldst at all times fix thy gaze upon the Truth and
remain firm on His path. The world hath neither permanence
nor faithfulness. We beseech God, exalted be He, to ordain
for thee that which shall cause thee to be enkindled with the
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fire of His love and illumined by the lights of His countenance.

Verily, He is the Compassionate, the Generous. The glory from
Us be upon thee and upon thy family and those with thee who
have drunk the choice wine of steadfastness from the hand of
the bounty of God, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

As to what thou didst mention regarding His Holiness Anis,
upon him be the light of God and His glory and His might
and His praise, the Truth, in which there is no doubt, beareth
witness. We testify that he aided the Cause of God throughout
the nights and days and guided the people unto the straight
path. Upon him be My light and My glory, and upon the dear
one who cast aside idle fancies and took hold of the Book of
God with such power as was not weakened by the hosts of the
heedless. O Nasru’llah! Thy mention hath been made before

the Wronged One. We beseech God to aid thee to be steadfast.

By the Sun of Truth which shineth from the horizon of the
heaven of the Prison, the station of steadfastness is great and
mighty in the sight of God. Blessed is the servant who holdeth

fast unto it, and woe unto him who turneth away therefrom.

Say:

“Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having illumined my
heart with the light of Thy knowledge and adorned my temple
with the ornament of Thy love. I beseech Thee by Thy signs
and their mysteries, and by the Sun of Thy Name and its lights,
to ordain for me that which Thou hast ordained for Thy loved
ones. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed.”

Make mention of him who hath been named
Muhammad-Taqi, who hath attained unto My remembrance
and My traces and My Tablet wherefrom hath shone forth
from its horizon the luminary of My loving-kindness. We
beseech God to assist him to serve His loved ones and to
make mention of His chosen ones, and to show humility at
the mention of His Name, the Mighty, the Luminous. Verily
he hath attained, time after time, as doth the Mother Book
testify in this exalted station.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

f;;)\ L;ii‘l\jug\ Ae—;)\jifi);;‘) 4:>')L~
San o5 Sl e 5 Sl Bl o T
elos oy or Bl Gy 1y 2 ) e

f”;-)\)).ésd\ oy

Sl 5 Al 55 o ol O o5l K
-*ffvi@s«:) V:f- dﬁfﬁﬂﬁu; °}WJ
Ul s 5 LY WG A ) s !
deo é‘vn;&)j%kf;k-»l‘ Lo d
By ) CE sl plag Y1 ol )
55 OF55 Al b ol s Liins) b
2l b e G 5158 gl
oo &\j\fgﬁ,b-ybélfé@&w\
clie e caliad 0Lz £Y 5 50 o
s b Sk gk S

e 2]

Kb a3 o 5 e AL k) S 5
5 SAT SO o5l K 25
b d 55 Ol byl gl 5 Karl sy L)l
) ol el ) SO SN 8

PRGER sj\tﬁﬁéé‘wﬁ\#h
JUi Gl 5 Bl o 2V sl 95
5 €l 354Uy Beds e oy O A
doy 50 306 41 gl 55wl §3 e 6 sl
C})\ plall s (3 0L ol Sy ey 52

BLIB_ Or15695.049

135

2

N
[\&)

0



Vol. 91: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1306 A.H. (1888-1889) part IV

BH00574

BHO00574

To: Haji Mirza Husayn Shirazi et al., in Khartum
Date: 1306 ? [1888-1889]

He is the One Who stands through grace and speaks through
justice!

Can anyone through My power and sovereignty set aside that
which is other than Me and take up that which is commanded
in My Book - the Book at whose revelation from the heaven of
My Will the Mother Book itself bowed down in submission? Is
there any that hath ears to hear My most sweet call raised from
the Most Exalted Horizon in the Prison of ‘Akka? Is there any
wielding power and dominion who can, by My command, take
My Tablet through a sovereignty that hath encompassed exis-
tence and a power that hath encompassed all created things?

O Husayn, upon thee be My glory! This is the day of supreme
joy, for the Mount of God hath become a resting-place and
Sinai hath been blessed to hear the utterance of the Lord of
the Manifestation. Say: O people! The pavilion of Divine glory
hath been raised in the most exalted station, and the banner of
“Verily I am God” hath been hoisted upon the highest moun-
tains. Deprive not yourselves! The sources of idle fancies and
vain imaginings have ever, throughout the ages and centuries,
brought upon the Daysprings of Revelation and the Dawning-
places of the Cause that which is recorded and inscribed in
the Books. Blessed are they that perceive and blessed are the
fair-minded! Say: O people! Fear God and follow not the
doubts of the suspicious ones. This is the day of the blessed
word “the Day when mankind shall stand before the Lord of
the worlds.” This is the day when the chosen ones and the pure
in heart weep and lament at His separation, while all beseech
to attain His presence from the Peerless Bestower of Bounties.
Know ye the value of this supreme bounty. He is the heavenly
sustenance and the true Promised One Who was heralded and
promised in God’s Book, both before and after. Behold the
sea and its waves, the light and its effulgence, the sun and its
radiance, and the Tree and its fruits!

By the life of God! I have had no purpose save your guidance.
From the earliest days until now I have been encompassed by
countless afflictions, and all who are on earth bear witness to
what hath been mentioned. Yet the deeds of the heedless souls
have deprived them of sincerity and purity. O Husayn! Thou
hast ever been blessed with grace. We beseech God to assist
thee to become a manifestation of sanctity and holiness, that
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thou mayest efface the books of idle fancies and vain imaginings
through the counsels and admonitions revealed in the Tablets.
Say:

My God, my God! Withhold not Thy servants from the ocean
of Thy bounty, nor from the effulgences of the light of the Sun
of Thy grace in Thy days. O Lord! They are Thy servants and
Thy creation. If Thou shouldst chastise them, none can say
“Why?” or “Wherefore?”, and if Thou shouldst forgive them,
verily Thou art the Most Merciful of the merciful, and Thou
art the Compassionate, the Bountiful, the All-Generous, the
Mighty, the Gracious.

i Let fragrant breezes from the revelations waft upon the friends

and gladden them. All are remembered in the presence of the
Wronged One and are recipients of His grace. That which is
essential and binding today is unity and harmony. We beseech
God to unite their hearts, to draw them nigh unto Him, and
to acquaint them with that which will exalt them in all the
worlds of His worlds. Verily He is the Lord of the world and
the Master of nations. He doeth what He willeth and ordaineth
as He pleaseth. There is none other God but He, the Almighty,
the Powerful.

The splendor shining from the horizon of the heaven of My
loving-kindness be upon thee and upon those who have laid
hold on the Book of God with such strength as the hosts of
the heedless and the cawing of the calamitous could not weaken.
Praise be to God, the True King, the Manifest.

We wish to make mention in this exalted station of him who
was named Farajullah, that this remembrance and utterance
may draw him to the station of true knowledge and bring him
near unto God, the Lord of all worlds. O thou who art men-
tioned in the presence of the Wronged One! We have man-
ifested the Cause and revealed verses in such measure that
pens are powerless to reckon them and souls are incapable of
comprehending their limits. We have made known to all that
which shall preserve and profit them. Verily thy Lord is the
Forgiving, the Bountiful.

Say: O people of the Bayan! Fear ye the All-Merciful. He
hath come through Whose name the gates of grace, bounty
and bestowals were opened before the faces of all who are in
earth and heaven. Fear God and follow not the oppressors who
have denied God’s proof and evidence, disbelieved in His signs,
remained heedless of His sovereignty and turned away from
His holy and glorious countenance. Take thou the cup of My
utterance from the hand of My bounty, then drink from it in
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My Name, the Self-Subsisting over all who are in the heavens
and on earth, and say:

My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having guided me to
the Dawning-Place of Thy signs and the Dayspring of Thy clear
tokens, and for having sent down for me that which endureth
through the everlastingness of Thy dominion and Thy realm. I
beseech Thee by Thy sovereignty which hath encompassed all
created things and by Thy command which hath surrounded
all existence to make me steadfast and firm in Thy love and
Thy Cause. Verily Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty, the
All-Bountiful.

O Qa’im-ud-Din! Upon thee be the glory of God, the Lord
of all worlds. Cast aside what the people possess and take
what hath been revealed in My perspicuous Book. Verily it
will preserve thee, aid thee and bring thee near unto God, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Say: O people! Judge fairly by God
concerning that which hath appeared in truth and be not of the
heedless ones. He Who was promised in the Book of God hath
come, Who was hidden in knowledge and concealed from the
eyes of those who denied the Day of Judgment. Arise to serve
My Cause by My command and be not of them that hesitate.
We have opened before thy face the gates of knowledge with
the key of utterance that thou mayest thank thy Lord, the
Compassionate, the Bountiful.

By the life of God! The Glory (Baha) desireth naught but
that which profiteth the servants. The Lord of creation beareth
witness unto this. Blessed is he who hath inhaled the fragrance
of the garment and hath attained to the recognition of this
resplendent and luminous Light. When thou art seized by the
rapture of utterance say:

Praise be to Thee, O my Lord, the All-Merciful, for having
turned toward me from the direction of Thy Prison and re-
membered me with that which nothing that changeth or per-
isheth can equal. I testify that Thy favor hath encompassed
existence and Thy mercy hath preceded the seen and the un-
seen. There is none other God but Thee, the All-Wise, the
All-Knowing. My God, my God! Illumine my heart with the
light of Thy knowledge and brighten my sight with the splen-
dor of Thy countenance. Then inscribe for me from Thy Most
Exalted Pen that which befitteth Thy grace and bounty and
beseemeth Thy manifestation in Thy days. Verily Thou art
the Almighty, the Powerful, the All-Bounteous.

O Pen of Eternity! Make mention of him who hath been named
Shaykh-before-Muhammad, that he may inhale the sweet sa-
vors of the utterance of his Lord and be numbered with them
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that have prospered. O Shaykh! By the life of God! The eye
of creation hath not witnessed the like of this Day, wherein
the Lord of the worlds hath ascended the Most Great Throne
and hath spoken that which hath enraptured Sinai, saying:
“Blessed be the spot of earth that hath been ennobled by Thy
footsteps and adorned by Thy mighty throne.” O Muhammad!
Reflect upon the party of old. For years they prided themselves
before all people in making mention of the Successor and the
like. Yet when the light of Revelation illumined the horizon
of the Bayan, they all rose in opposition and committed that
from which all peoples of the world would dissociate them-
selves. Now again, similar parties have emerged who cling to
names while being cut off from their Source, their Sovereign,
their Sender and their Quickener. Thus have their souls en-
ticed them to that which hath caused every discerning soul to
lament.

Say: O people of the Bayan! We were formerly of the Shi’ih.
Now ye should reflect upon its fruits and consequences. Yea,
when the Just Imam appeared, the pen of that treacherous and
deceitful party was manifest, and on the Day of Judgment both
high and low - that is, the learned and the ignorant - all gave
the verdict to shed His most pure blood, and now too they
occupy themselves with cursing and reviling the Truth from
their pulpits. Say: O people of the Bayan! It is incumbent
and obligatory upon every soul to protect the servants of God
from former suspicions and fancies, lest perchance such par-
ties raise anew the standard of tyranny in the land. Say: Fear
God, O people, and be not of the wrongdoers. Cast aside suspi-
cions and fancies, and turn ye unto this resplendent, gleaming,
manifest and brilliant Light. Thus hath My Most Exalted Pen
warbled in this luminous thicket, from God, the Lord of all
men. Blessed is he who hath heard and seen, and woe unto
the heedless. The glory from Us be upon thee and upon them
who have cast away all else save God and have turned unto
Him, the Object of the knowledge of the mystics.

O Yahya! The Book hath come. Take hold of it with the
power given thee by Us, in spite of every obstinate tyrant.
Verily We have manifested that which was hidden from time
immemorial and stored in the knowledge of God, the Mighty,
the All-Praised. Say: O concourse of men! The Day hath
come wherein He Who conversed with God hath seated Him-
self upon the throne of Revelation and the Herald hath called
out from every direction: “Dominion and Kingdom and Power
and Glory belong to God, the Lord of the mighty throne!” Say:
O people of the Bayan! The horizons have been filled with the
signs of your Lord, the King of the Day of the Covenant. Fear
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ye the All-Merciful and be not of them that hesitate. Arise
to serve the Cause and be not of the ignorant. Those who
have turned away from the Countenance are indeed in man-
ifest loss. Blessed art thou, O Yahya, inasmuch as the Lord
of the Kingdom of Names hath made mention of thee in the
prison of ‘Akka, a bounty from His presence, and He is the
All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

O Husayn! Upon thee be the Glory of God! We have, on
this blessed day when the realities of all things are in joy and
delight through their encounter with the Lord of Names, made
mention of the loved ones. Give them the glad-tidings of My
remembrance of them, then recite unto them in such melodies
as will draw unto them the hearts of the world. Verily thy
Lord is the Speaker, the Rememberer, the Compassionate, the
Forgiving, the Merciful. Make mention of My loved ones on My
behalf, remind them of My verses, and illumine them with the
lights of the kingdom of My wondrous utterance. We beseech
God, blessed and exalted be He, to draw them nigh unto Him,
to aid them in exalting and raising high the Word amongst
His servants, and to record for them in His mighty Book the
recompense of those who are sincere. The Glory shining forth
from the horizon of the heaven of My loving-kindness be upon
thee and upon My loved ones who have not cast behind them
My covenant and My testament, and whom names have not
prevented from turning toward the heaven of My recognition.
Verily thy Lord is the Giver, the Munificent, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.
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To: Mulla Ali Akbar Shahmirzadi (Haji Akhund), in Tihran
Date: 1306 ? [1888-1889]

He is the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting! Blessed and exalted
be His station!

Praise be to God, the One Who stands without decline, Who
endures without transition, Who transcends all description and
utterance, Who is sanctified from all peers and likenesses. The
essence of His being cannot be comprehended by minds, nor
can His reality be attained. The sun of His power is exalted
above setting, and the sovereignty of His Cause is sanctified
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from decline and obscurity. He it is through Whose Most Great
Name the world has been conquered and through Whose most
perfect and complete proof the nations have been encompassed.
None can resist His bidding, none can stay His judgment, none
can frustrate His decree, and none can oppose His will. He
has illumined existence with the lights of knowledge and un-
derstanding, and has kindled within the visible world the lamp
of wisdom and utterance. Through this has He guided His ser-
vants to the source of guidance, and transformed them from the
left hand of rancor and opposition to the right hand of fellow-
ship and unity. His power has ever been triumphant, His might
ever-subduing, His dominion ever-manifest, and His glory ever-
resplendent. He ordains whatsoever He willeth and decreeth
whatsoever He pleaseth. He is the Mighty, the Peerless.

O my God, my Lord, my Support, my Hope and my Trust!
How can I make mention of Thee, when I behold Thee sancti-
fied above all remembrance? How can I describe Thy power,
when I see Thee exalted above all minds and thoughts? How
can my feeble cry ascend to the court of Thy mighty power,
and how can my weak, abject praise rise to the heaven of
Thy sovereign strength? What befits me in my weakness and
poverty to describe Thy Being, O Master of the Kingdom of
might and power, or to define Thy Self, O Sovereign of the
Realm of glory and grandeur? With what tongue shall I in-
voke Thee that it may be worthy of the court of Thy supreme
majesty, and with what utterance shall I describe Thee that
it may befit the threshold of Thy grandeur and power? I am
bewildered, and the knowers are bewildered; I am perplexed,
and those who describe Thee are perplexed; I am astonished,
and those who praise Thee are astonished. By Thy glory, O my
Hope, before the kingdom of Thy power I see in myself naught
but sheer impotence, and in the face of the sovereignty of Thy
permanence, utter evanescence. My mention of Thee and my
rising to praise Thee are but in obedience to Thy command
and in submission to Thy decree. Otherwise, what am I in my
poverty to stand forth in remembrance of Him Whose name
is exalted above all mention, and Whose command transcends
all description and thought?

I beseech Thee, O Lord of existence and King of the secrets
of the seen and unseen, to manifest in the contingent world
that which shall rend asunder the veils of the veiled, remove
the imaginings of the doubters, and transform through might
the weakness of the wavering ones, and through assurance the
agitation of the fearful ones. Thou hast, O my God, revealed
Thy Cause, sent down Thy decree, made clear Thy path, and
set forth Thy proof in such wise that were anyone to be fair,
he would find no refuge save in turning to Thee, and would see
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no shelter save in entering Thy presence, in acknowledging Thy
oneness and confessing Thy singleness. Yet due to the weakness
in the hearts of Thy servants and their fear of the malice of
the oppressors and the antagonists, none have turned to Thee
save those whose hearts Thou didst create from the tablets of
power and assurance, and whose heads Thou didst adorn with
the crowns of knowledge and understanding.

I beseech Thee by Thy hidden Name and Thy treasured Secret
to lift from all eyes the veils of doubt and suspicion, that every
seeing one may behold Thee seated upon the throne of glory
and grandeur, and every discerning one may see Thee estab-
lished upon the seat of power and loftiness, and may perceive
the signs of Thy manifestation in Thy days, and may know
the mysteries of Thy Cause in Thy time, and may follow Thee
in that which Thou hast commanded through Thy grace in
Thy firm Book and decisive Speech. Strengthen, O God, Thy
loved ones who have turned to the horizon of Thy Cause, who
have detached themselves from all else but Thee, and who have
arisen to serve Thee in such wise as to exalt their stations in
Thy dominion and kingdom and to elevate their remembrance
in Thy realm and heaven. Preserve them, O God of existence
and King of the seen and unseen, from the evil of those who
have forgotten Thee and have removed themselves from the
precincts of Thy nearness, and adorn them every day, nay ev-
ery moment, with the robes of Thy grace and the mantles of
Thy bounty, and give them to drink of the pure water of near-
ness and reunion, and the sweet spring of meeting and attain-
ment in the day of return. Verily Thou art the All-Bountiful,
the Generous, the Self-Sufficient, the Most Exalted.

O thou who art immersed in the ocean of love and who hast
ascended unto the atmosphere of the knowledge of thy Lord,
the Possessor of all creation! There hath reached this servant
that whose exterior was adorned with the traces of ink and
whose interior with the subtleties of love and unity. From its
hidden allusions I perceived the degrees of thy turning unto
thy Lord, the Lord of all creation, and from its veiled sym-
bols I recognized the stations of thy humility and lowliness
before the presence of the Divine Unity. Blessed art thou and
blessed is he whose pen hath moved in such wise as to diffuse
the fragrance of sincerity and of turning unto his Lord, the
Mighty, the Most Exalted. And blessed be the spirit of him
who hath arisen to serve the Cause of his Lord, the Lord of
Names, and who hath conveyed unto the seekers that whereby
they have attained the shore of immortality, detached from
the vicissitudes of the realm of mortality. By thy life! I be-
hold nothing more exalted than teaching the Cause, nor do I
witness any bounty sweeter than it. Would that my Lord, the
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Most Glorious, might enable me to raise aloft the standards of
His Cause among all created things, and would that I might
turn towards the lands to spread the signs of my Chosen Lord
and to guide the seekers unto the paradise of the knowledge of
God, the Mighty, the All-Forgiving. God knoweth that I have
never ceased to beseech Him for success and confirmation in
this righteous Cause, and I implore Him to facilitate all affairs
and remove the obstacles that have arisen from the deeds of
the evil ones. The Cause is in His hands - He ordaineth what-
soever He willeth for whomsoever He pleaseth, and He is the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

O thou who art beloved! When I beheld thy letter and pon-
dered thy words, I presented myself at the Court of Glory and
mentioned thee before the countenance of thy Bountiful Lord.
Thereupon the ocean of grace surged and the fragrance of gen-
erosity was wafted, and there issued forth from the Source of
Bounty that whose fragrance hath perfumed the world. His
Word, exalted be His utterance and magnified His favor:

He Who is established upon the Throne of Proof

O ‘Ali-Akbar! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness.
Praise be to God, thou hast attained unto the splendors of
the lights of presence and hast dwelt for a time beneath the
pavilions of grandeur. At every moment the Supreme Pen is
engaged and occupied in counsels and admonitions. The ocean
of utterance is surging and the sun of proof is shining and
manifest before all faces. Nevertheless, the people remain lost
in the dark dust of idle fancies and are deprived and forbidden
from the outpourings of the Day of God. Idle fancy is a dust
that preventeth the eye from beholding, and vain imaginings
are a barrier that hindereth from the truth. We beseech God
that He may, through the hands of might, remove that which
hindereth in these days. Through wisdom and utterance - by
thy life - the hosts of wisdom have been and ever shall be
victorious. We beseech God to confirm the loved ones of that
land in that which is befitting. Today all must gather up the
carpet of their own desires and hold fast unto the Will of God,
and fix their gaze upon that which will cause the elevation and
exaltation of God’s Cause. After thy return, numerous Tablets
were sent, and in every Tablet were concealed the oceans of
grace and loving-kindness, of knowledge and wisdom. Blessed
are they that drink therefrom, and woe unto the heedless. Say:

My God, my God! Aid Thy loved ones in that which will
cause Thy Cause to be exalted, and ordain for them from the
wonders of Thy bounty that which will attract them unto Thee
and draw them nigh unto Thy court and remind them of Thy
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verses and kindle them with the fire of Thy love. Verily Thou
art the All-Bountiful, the Mighty, the Powerful.

Convey the greetings of the Wronged One to the friends and
illumine all with the lights of God’s grace. The Glory be upon
thee and upon those who are with thee and who hearken unto
thy words concerning this Cause, whereby the hearts of all
things were troubled and the pillars of all beings were shaken,
save those who cast the world behind them and turned unto
God, the Protector, the Mighty, the Great, the All-Powerful.

Praise be to God, thou hast in all conditions been the recipient
of the favors of the Beloved, the Most High, and hast been
honored by His grace. It behooveth thee to thank Him at all
times and to arise to mention and praise Him amongst the
peoples of the world.

Regarding the answers to the questions which thou hadst writ-
ten about: Some days after thy departure, one copy of the
aforementioned questions, together with the answers to thy
questions, was sent in the handwriting of Zein, upon him be
the Glory of God and His grace, for thy sake. Surely it must
have reached thee and thou must have perused it. Likewise,
certain other questions were submitted and answers were re-
vealed; a copy of these also will be sent - append them to the
previous parts.

Furthermore, mention and glorify Haji M.H., upon him be the
Glory of God, who attained the presence with thee, with won-
drous and sublime remembrances from this servant. We be-
seech God to strengthen him at all times and to ordain for
him that which is best with Him. Verily, He is the Generous,
the Bestower.

5 As for the Bookbinder who was engaged in service in this land

for about a year, and was blessed with divine bounties and was
granted permission to return - it was decided that he would oc-
casionally write and send news of conditions. A letter was
received from him after his departure, but after his arrival in
the land of T, no further letter from him has been observed. An
answer to that letter was sent, but its receipt is not yet known.
Remember and glorify him with wondrous remembrances from
this servant, and inquire about his circumstances. His services
and labors are ever before our sight and remembered. We be-
seech God to ordain for him every good thing He has promised
to His loved ones in His Book.

i Regarding the volume of Persian Tablets thou hadst written

about, its sending depends upon permission and will. The copy
of the Blessed Tablet which thou hadst requested will certainly
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be sent if it is found. Finally, remember and glorify the friends
with wondrous and sublime remembrances. We beseech God
to ordain for thee every good thing decreed in His Book and
to protect thee beneath His shadow from the evil of the wicked
among His creatures. The Spirit and Glory be upon thee, upon
thy family, and upon the steadfast servants of God. Praise be
to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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Date: 1306 ? [1888-1889]

He it is Who hath moved all creation by the finger of His
command!

A remembrance from the Remembered One to him who hath
turned with his heart, confessed with his tongue, heard with
his ear, and arisen with his feet to the remembrance of God
and the service of His Cause in days wherein the Herald hath
called out in all directions: “The Self-Subsisting hath come
with the Kingdom of verses and His sealed nectar!” Beware,
O people of the earth, lest ye deprive yourselves of the most
pure nectar which the hands of the bounty of your Lord, the
Ordainer, do proffer. Draw nigh with radiant faces, then drink
thereof in His Name, the Mighty, the Loving. Thus hath the
ocean of proof surged before all religions when the Pen of God,
Lord of what was and what shall be, moved. Say: Fear ye
God, O people, and follow not your desires. Follow Him Who
hath come to you with the Tablet of proof and the Kawthar of
utterance, then drink thereof through My remembrance, the
Mighty, the Inaccessible.

O Zein! Upon thee be the Glory of God, His mercy and His
loving-kindness. The Most Great Branch hath appeared before
the countenance of the Lord of mankind and mentioned thee.
We have remembered thee with that whereby the hearts of
the Concourse on High were attracted, and the dwellers of the
Most Exalted Paradise and the Supreme Heaven. Blessed is he
who hath heard and recognized, and woe unto every heedless
and veiled one.

O Zein! By My life and My Cause, every letter revealed
from My Most Exalted Pen proclaimeth with the most loud
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voice in the kingdom of creation: “O concourse of earth and
heaven! Open your eyes, for the Chosen One hath come with
a sovereignty before which the sovereignty of the world cannot
stand, and with a Command which the hosts of the nations can-
not withhold.” To this testifieth every fair-minded one and ev-
ery just one who hath spoken the truth concerning this Cause,
whereby the limbs of all names have quaked and the heart of
every heedless one who hath denied God, the Protector, the
Self-Subsisting, hath been convulsed.

O Zein! There hath come before the Wronged One a leaf sent
by one of My servants who heard My call and turned toward
My direction. He was named Hasan by the tongue of Grandeur
in this praiseworthy station. Give him glad tidings from Me
and remind him of My verses. Say: O Hasan! Rejoice that thy
mention hath flowed at this moment from the Pen of God, the
Lord of the worlds. He hath sent thee from the palm tree of
utterance the fresh dates of knowledge, and from the Tree of
the Mount the melody of God, the Powerful, the Mighty, the
Beloved. By My life! If thou wouldst hear with thine ear, it
would cry out and say: “O people of earth and heaven! By God,
the regions have been perfumed by the fragrance of utterance
wafted from God, the Lord of existence. Cast the rejectors
behind you and turn to the Word which, when it shone forth
from the horizon of the heaven of the Pen, caused those at the
Mount to swoon upon the ground of extinction, save whom
God willed, the Lord of the Frequented House.”

O Hasan! Behold and then mention what the tongues of the
rejectors have uttered in this Promised Day. The Most Great
Announcement hath come unto them, whereby the Books of
God, both past and future, were adorned with verses that have
filled the horizons and with evidences that have erased the
traces of discord, yet most of the people perceive not. They
have cast the sea behind them, sporting with the pond, and
they understand not. Say: O people of Baha! Counsel the
servants through deeds and character. This is what ye were
commanded aforetime by God. Fear God and be not of those
who see and deny. Say: Hear the call of God with your ears,
then behold the Light shining from the horizon of the Cause
with your eyes, nay rather with the eye of God, the Lord of
the unseen and the seen. Verily, My Herald - upon him be My
glory, My loving-kindness and My mercy - commanded all to
look upon My verses with My eye, yet the people turned away
from what he said and took for themselves a path to tyranny.

We have desired at this time to mention those whom thou didst
mention, that the attraction of this remembrance might seize
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them in such wise that neither the ornaments of the world nor
the wealth of kings and subjects shall withhold them.

O Muhammad! We have turned toward thee at this hour and
make mention of thee in truth, as thy name was present before
the Wronged One. When thou dost inhale the fragrance of My
utterance from the direction of My prison, say:

My God, my God! Thy call hath attracted me, Thy grace
hath guided me, Thy bounty hath given me to drink, and Thy
generosity hath encompassed me. I beseech Thee, O God of
the world and Creator of nations, by Thy Most Great Name
through which the fire of hatred was kindled in the breasts of
the deceivers while the light of the Cause shone in the hearts
of them that know, and by the Word at whose appearance
all the books of the world submitted to it, to ordain for me
through Thy All-Knowing Pen that which shall remain with
me in every world of Thy worlds. Verily, Thou art powerful
over whatsoever Thou willest, and within Thy grasp are the
reins of all affairs.

We make mention at this moment of thy brother as a grace
from Us, and verily We are the All-Bountiful, the Most Gener-
ous. The glory from Our presence be upon thee and upon him
and upon thy spouse and upon them that are with thee among
the people of Baha who were not hindered by the intimations
of the heedless nor by the power of those who disbelieved in
the Day of Judgment.

We make mention at this moment of him who was named
Siyyid ‘Ali, that the breezes of My revelation may attract him
and draw him nigh unto My glorious and wondrous Kingdom.
O ‘Ali! Hear the call from the direction of ‘Akka. Verily it
hath been raised in truth from One Who is All-Knowing, All-
Informed. We beseech God to inscribe for thee the reward of
attaining His presence and standing before His countenance
and arising to serve His wondrous Cause, and to aid thee in
that whereby thy mention and thy name shall endure in His
perspicuous Book. By the life of God! The Wronged One
loveth to meet His loved ones, but the oppressors have inter-
vened between Me and them and have committed that which
hath caused the Faithful Spirit to lament. When thou drinkest
the choice wine of My praise from the hand of My bounty, say:

My God, my God! The wine of Thy utterance hath intoxicated
me and the Kawthar of Thy knowledge hath attracted me. I
beseech Thee by Thy Name through which the Speaker of the
Mount spoke forth and the decree of resurrection appeared and
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the people of the graves arose, and by Thy standing and sit-
ting, and by the breezes of Thy revelation and the sending
down of Thy verses, to ordain for me the reward of those who
have sought Thy station and circled round Thy throne and
hearkened unto Thy call and beheld Thy horizon. O Lord!
Thou seest the poor one hath sought the ultimate goal and
the wronged one the manifestations of Thy justice, O Lord of
all being and Sovereign of the throne on high and of the dust
below. I beseech Thee to ordain for me that which shall make
me steadfast in Thy Cause and firm in Thy love and acting
according to what Thou hast sent down in Thy Books. Verily
Thou art the Powerful One Who, when Thy power is mani-
fested, doth erase the traces of the world’s power, and when
the Sun of Thy Will doth shine forth, the wills of all nations
are struck dumb. There is no God but Thee, the Powerful, the
Mighty, and worthy to answer prayers.

He is the Compassionate from the horizon of the Prison.

O Muhammad! The letter of the honored Siyyid Muhammad,
glory be upon him, was presented before the Wronged One and
was granted audience. Praise be to God that he hath repeat-
edly attained unto the divine verses. Today every word that
appeareth from the Dayspring of God’s Will concerning His
sincere ones and those near unto Him shall endure for as long
as the kingdom of earth and heaven endureth. O Muhammad!
God willing, thou shalt hold fast unto wisdom and utterance
and occupy thyself with teaching the Cause of God. Today the
ocean of verses surgeth, and the heaven of proof is adorned with
the stars of evidence, and from the heaven of the All-Merciful’s
grace the rains of utterance and meaning have descended in
such measure that those who circle round are unable to reckon
them. Nevertheless, the deniers have spoken that which no op-
pressor hath ever spoken, to such extent that in Our presence
one occupied himself with leading astray a heedless soul from
the straight path. Thus do We recount unto thee what hath
befallen Me at the hands of the heedless ones.

Say: O deniers! Like the former people, deprive not yourselves
of the effulgent lights of the Dayspring of Revelation. Rend
asunder the veils in the name of Truth and shatter the idols
of vain imaginings with the arm of certitude. How long will ye
worship fancy and until when will ye pursue vain imaginations?
Today the breezes of God are wafting and the fragrances of
revelation are diffused, and the tongue of utterance speaketh
before the faces of all who are in the realm of being. Leave
and take up - leave that which is with the people and take up
that which cometh from the horizon of the heaven of God’s
bounty. Today the fruits of the furthermost Tree are visible,
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the Mount is speaking in praise of the Lord of Revelation, and
the Tree circleth round the House. Blessed is he who is fair in
the Cause of God, and woe unto them that hesitate.

We make mention at this hour of him who is named Ali, that
he may give thanks unto God, the Lord of the mighty throne,
and We make mention of Our loved ones in Kha and Ra, and
verily I am the Forgiving, the Merciful.

O Muhammad! We have made mention and continue to make
mention of all the loved ones, and We counsel them to manifest
supreme steadfastness. For twelve hundred years the people of
Persia prided themselves over other religions through mention
of the Successor, yet when the Dayspring of God’s Will and
the Dawning-Place of divine light - through Whose word the
realm of mystical knowledge, successorship and imamate was
and is created - shone forth from the horizon of purpose, all
assailed Him with the spears and arrows of hatred and rancor,
and at last martyred Him. Until now they have not understood
the station of the Day of God. Say: By the life of God! This
is the Day wherein the Primal Point uttereth “I am the first
of the worshippers” and the seat of the Throne is the point
round which circle the Concourse on High. Say: Have mercy
on yourselves and choose not eternal torment through love of
fancies and idle imaginings. For the sake of God have We
spoken and continue to speak, and for His sake do We summon
all to the supreme horizon. Say: O people! Know with clear
certainty that until ye pass beyond the river of names, ye shall
not attain unto the ocean of meanings. This is a word that
was hidden in the treasuries of My Most Exalted Pen, and We
have revealed it in truth and sent it forth with justice. Blessed
is he who hath heard and said: “I believe in God, the Possessor
of the seen and unseen.”

Repeatedly hath this word flowed from the tongue of grandeur:
“Blessed are the people who understand.” We beseech God to
assist His loved ones that they may remind the people through
their deeds and character, and guide them to the momentous
News. The glory from Us be upon him who hath heard the call
and said: “Yea, yea, O Lord of Names! Yea, yea, O Lord of
mankind! Here am I, here am I, O Master of the Throne and
earth, and Sovereign of the hereafter and the former days!”
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To: Aqa Khan
Date: 1306 ? [1888-1889]

In the name of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise!

All praise, sanctified above comprehension and imagination,
befitteth that Self-Subsisting Lord Who, through His conquer-
ing might and overwhelming power, hath raised the banner of
“Verily He is God” to the most exalted station of the world, and
unfurled the standard of oneness upon the supreme horizon of
the hearts of them that have recognized His unity. The ban-
ner hath been interpreted as the Seal of the Prophets, and the
standards as the Manifestations of His names and attributes -
exalted be His glory, elevated be His power, magnified be His
sovereignty; there is none other God but Him.

O Aga Khan! Upon thee be the peace of the All-Merciful. Hear-
ken unto the call that hath been raised in the Most Exalted
Paradise from the Divine Lote-Tree beyond which there is no
passing. Verily, there is none other God but Him, the Mighty,
the All-Bountiful. Do that which the Wronged One comman-
deth thee and leave the mud-workers to their mud. Soar on
the pinions of certitude to the atmosphere of thy Lord’s mercy,
the All-Merciful, and say: O people of the realm of possibility!
By God, the gate of heaven hath been opened, and the Lord of
the Kingdom of Names hath come with power and sovereignty.

Thou wert with Me and didst hear My call and witness the
heaven of My wisdom and the light of My Cause whereby the
horizons were illumined. Beware lest the calumnies of men de-
bar thee from the Most Great Prospect. Leave behind what
the people possess and take what the Wronged One comman-
deth thee from God, the Lord of all beings. Behold the ocean -
how it surgeth before the face. Then hearken to what the Dove
of Utterance warbleth upon the highest branches. When the
kawthar of My remembrance and the choice wine of My utter-
ance take hold of thee, arise and say with wisdom and utter-
ance: O people of the realm of possibility! He desireth naught
from you save justice and fairness in this Cause whereby faces
have been darkened and hearts melted, except for those whom
God, the Lord of creation, hath willed.

I was silent. He caused Me to speak by His command and
made Me manifest among His servants. He doeth what He
willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth. He is the Mighty, the
Unconstrained. Can leaves remain still when winds blow? Can
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anyone have choice in the face of God’s Will, the Lord of all
men? Say: Be fair, O people, then turn unto Him when His
signs which have spread throughout the lands have come from
God, the Revealer of verses.

; We have made mention of his honor Jim while thou wert in

the presence of the Wronged One and desired his remembrance.
We have remembered him in such wise as no remembrance can
equal. We beseech God to assist him to be just, that he may
behold what hath appeared with his own eyes, not through the
eyes of others. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to make him a
standard of His remembrance among the people and an ensign
of His Name in all lands, and to enable his honor Alif and
Ha to rend asunder the veils of the servants with the finger of
trust and power. Thus have the fragrances of utterance been
diffused and the regions illumined by the light of wisdom and
exposition.

Let not the doings of the aggressive sadden thee, nor the doubts
of the baying ones prevent thee from God, the Cleaver of the
daybreak. By God’s life and His Cause, in the early days there
was none possessed of power to call the servants, nor of strength
to arise for the Cause, nor of sovereignty to guide people to the
straight path. We arrived in Iraq and manifested that which
the All-Merciful had revealed in the Qur’an through His words
“and the trumpet shall be blown a second time.” Thereupon
the light shone forth and the lands were illumined. Thus doth
the Divine Lote-Tree make thee hear its call, and the Mount
its revelations, and the Light its radiance.

We beseech God to strengthen thee to serve His Cause, that
thou mayest arise with thy whole being for the reformation of
the world and the refinement of the souls of the nations. He
is, verily, the Counselor, the Mighty, the Bestower. We have
set aside eloquent language and desired to converse with thee
in the luminous tongue.

Hear thou in the Persian tongue the Call of the Wronged
One, and hold fast to that whereby the light of justice, equity,
chastity, trustworthiness and grace may shine forth among
men. This cannot be achieved except through the fear of God,
and the fear of God appeareth not save through the divine re-
ligion. It is the impregnable fortress for the protection of the
world of being and a manifest shield for the temple of existence.
Most of the servants have suckled at the breast of heedlessness,
and the training of such souls dependeth upon the rod of divine
threats. Among the requirements of divine wisdom recorded
in the Books of the past and by the Most Exalted Pen are
the mention of promise and warning. May thou be aided to
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accomplish that which will cause the upliftment of souls and
attraction of hearts.

Some words are the source of the immortal Kawthar and the
water of life — they bestow life and grant a new spirit, purifying
existence from the defilement of doubts and fancies. Others are
like the messenger of death whom neither armies nor fortresses
can repel, seizing the spirit. The fruits of that tree are life,
vitality, joy and gladness, while the fruits of this tree are death,
extinction and sorrow. The purpose of what hath been and will
be mentioned is that through the endeavors of those possessed
of high resolve, strife, corruption and conflict may be erased
from the pages of the world, and its horizons, cleansed from the
darkness of discord, may be illumined with the light of unity.
May the fire of hatred and animosity hidden within the hearts
and minds of various peoples be quenched by the Kawthar of
divine counsel and the rain of the mercy of the All-Merciful.
We have previously stated that religious hatred consumeth the
world. Perchance through the efforts of true men and spiritual
heroes the world may be adorned with the ornament of unity.
This is not difficult for thy Lord.

That which causeth the unity and harmony of the world hath
appeared today, but the tyranny of oppressors and the clamor
of the barking ones have prevented the Most Luminous Pen
from its mention. Beseech thou God to make the world ready
for the appearance of that which will adorn it with the orna-
ment of justice and illumine it with the light of unity. We
beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to assist thee with
the hosts of wisdom and utterance and with that which be-
seemeth His generosity and grace. He is, verily, the Mighty,
the All-Bountiful.

And now this Wronged One beholdeth Himself before God and
offereth this prayer:

O my God, my God! Thou seest mine eyes gazing toward the
horizon of Thy grace, and the hands of this poor one raised to-
ward the heaven of Thy generosity. Whenever I contemplate,
O my God, Thy justice, my limbs tremble, my heart is trou-
bled, my joints quiver, my sighs ascend and my tears fall; and
whenever I contemplate Thy grace and bounty and Thy deal-
ings with Thy loved ones, my spirit soars, my heart is assured
and my soul finds rest. By Thy glory, O my God, Lord of
Names and Creator of heaven! My liver is melted from shame
and my very being is aflame with the fire of my sorrow. I have
done in my days what Thou didst forbid in Thy Books and
through the tongues of Thy Messengers. I acknowledge, O my
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God, my transgression against myself. I have forsaken what
was meet and proper, and committed that which hath caused
the dwellers of the cities of Thy justice to lament.

O my God, my God! My sins have prevented me from turn-
ing to the lights of the Orb of Thy grace, and my trespasses
have come between me and the revelations of Thy names and
attributes. O Lord! Thou seest the sinner seeking the ocean
of Thy forgiveness, and him that is far removed yearning for
the court of Thy nearness. I beseech Thee by the waves of the
sea of Thy bounty and the effulgences of the lights of the Sun
of Thy giving, and by Thy Prophets and Messengers whom
Thou hast made the lamps of guidance among Thy creatures
and the daysprings of piety amidst Thy beings, to aid me in
Thy remembrance and praise and in that which Thou hast
commanded in Thy Book. I am Thy servant and the son of
Thy servant. I have turned to Thee, detached from all else
but Thee, acknowledging Thy unity and oneness, assured of
Thy grandeur and sovereignty, and confessing Thy might and
power. Alas, alas! My heedlessness hath destroyed me and my
disobedience hath worn me out.

I know not, O my Goal and my Adored One, with what face
to turn toward Thee, with what heart to approach Thy most
exalted horizon and supreme height, and with what tongue to
offer excuses before the manifestations of Thy justice, O Lord
of all being! My sin hath prevented me from drawing nigh
unto Thee, and my deeds have come between me and Thy
bounty and generosity. I have done what Thou didst forbid
and neglected what Thou didst command. Alas, alas! I am he
who cast aside the ordinances of Thy Book and took up the
book of his own self, and committed that which hath deprived
me of the pearls of the sea of Thy knowledge and forbidden
me from the sweet waters of Thy mercy and bounty. Behold,
O my God, my evil plight, my distress and my perturbation.

O my God, my God! My hope is in Thy grace and my desire
in Thy generosity. The ocean of disobedience hath turned to
the ocean of Thy forgiveness, and the mountain of error to the
heaven of Thy pardon and bounty. If Thou keepest afar him
who draweth nigh unto Thee, and if Thou deniest him who
calleth upon Thee — by Thy power, O King of the seen and
unseen realms and Sovereign of grandeur and might! — I find for
myself no helper besides Thee, no supporter apart from Thee,
no one merciful other than Thee. The fire of heedlessness and
passion hath consumed me — where is the river of Thy mercy,
O Goal of them that know Thee? The hosts of fancy and vain
imagining have removed me far from Thee — where is the light
of Thy nearness, O God of all in the heavens and earth? The
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thirst of disobedience hath destroyed me — where is the ocean
of Thy forgiveness, O Thou Who art remembered in the hearts
of them that have drawn nigh unto Thee?

I beseech Thee, O God of earth and heaven, by the Ark that
sailed by Thy command upon the sea of knowledge, and by
Him through Whom the breezes of Thy Revelation were wafted
and the heavens of Thy sky were honored by His advent, and
by those through whom Thy traces were spread abroad and
Thy standards were raised up and Thy commands and laws
appeared and the horizons of Thy realm were illumined, that
Thou disappoint me not of that which Thou hast ordained for
Thy loved ones. O Lord! Thou seest the weary one seeking the
kingdom of Thy utterance, him that is far removed yearning for
the precincts of Thy mercy, and the sinner desiring the ocean
of Thy bounty and forgiveness. Verily Thou art God, the One,
the Alone, the Mighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O God! Send Thy blessings upon Thy Messengers and Thy cho-
sen ones, and upon Thy loved ones who supported Thy Cause
and raised the standards of Thy Faith and strove until they
sacrificed their spirits in Thy path. Verily Thou art powerful
over whatsoever Thou willest. There is no God but Thee, the
Mighty, the Powerful.
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To: Baha’is of Baku et al., in Badkubih
Date: 1306 ? [1888-1889]

He is God, exalted be His glory in all creation!

O Asad, upon thee be my glory! The letter of his honor Nasr,
upon him be my glory, which he sent to you was brought by
Badi’u’llah into the presence and was honored to be heard.
Praise be to God, the letter bore mention and praise, and
likewise revealed the mysteries of heart and soul. The fragrance
of divine love and the infinite mercy of the Lord emanated from
it. After its presentation, we sent this reply with these exalted
words - convey them to him:

O Nasr, upon thee be the glory of God, the Lord of the Throne!
His honor, my namesake M.H., upon him be my glory, brought
thy letter into the presence some days ago. We saw and heard
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it, and likewise the second letter. We beseech God, exalted
be His glory, to manifest that which He hath ordained for
thee, and to shower from the clouds of grace and the heaven of
bounty the rain of blessings and the table of knowledge, glory
and benediction. He is the Powerful, the Mighty.

Convey greetings from this Wronged One to the friends. We
have delayed in sending replies to petitions out of wisdom, and
we counsel all to this, and to that which is conducive to the
tranquility of the servants and the refinement of all in the land.
O Nasr! When thou art blessed with the sweet savors of utter-
ance, render thanks unto God, the Lord of all religions, and
say:

My God, my God! Thou hearest and knowest that this Thy
servant hath testified to the unity of Thy Being and its sanctity,
and to the immaculacy of Thine Essence and its sovereignty,
and hath acknowledged Thy power, Thy grandeur and Thine
authority. I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy Kingdom and
by Thy Prophets and Messengers, and by Him through Whom
Thou didst unlock the gates of bounty unto all being and of
generosity unto the world - He through Whom was manifested
the decree of unity amongst the peoples - to assist me in all
conditions to remember and praise Thee, and to grant me suc-
cess in that whereby my mention may endure throughout the
permanence of Thy dominion. O Lord! Thou seest me turning
unto Thee, clinging to the cord of Thy grace, standing before
the door of Thy bestowal, and hoping for the wonders of Thy
bounty. O Lord! Aid me with the hosts of the unseen, then
preserve me from the manifestations of doubt and uncertainty.

i O Lord! Thou seest the poor one seeking Thy grace, the remote

one Thy nearness, the weak one Thy power, and the wronged
one Thy justice. I ask Thy forgiveness for this; nay rather,
he seeketh Thy grace, and the thirsty one Thy sweet waters,
and the seeker Thy dwelling-place, and the stranger his native
land in Thy presence. I beseech Thee not to disappoint him
of that which Thou hast ordained for Thy trusted ones and
Thy chosen ones. I testify that Thy generosity hath preceded
all things, Thy grace hath encompassed all things, and Thy
mercy hath preceded all who are in Thy heaven and on Thine
earth. Thou art He, O my God, unto Whose power all created
things have testified, and to my powerlessness; to Thy might,
and to my weakness; all contingent things to Thy wealth and
my poverty, and to Thy care and my want. I beseech Thee by
Thy bounty which hath encompassed all things, through which
the Speaker of Sinai spoke and the dwellers of the graves arose,
to assist me in that which will draw me nigh unto Thee and
make me steadfast in Thy Cause and firm in Thy love.
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Thou seest me, O my God, at this moment clinging to that
which Thou didst reveal in the Qur’an to Thy Beloved One.
Thou didst say, and Thy word is the truth: “O ye people!
Ye are but paupers in relation to God, whereas God is the
Self-Sufficient, the All-Praised.” Thereby was established my
poverty by Thy testimony of me, and Thy wealth by Thy testi-
mony of Thyself. Wouldst Thou turn away one whose poverty
and Thy wealth Thou hast testified to? Nay, by Thy glory! It
beseemeth not the All-Bountiful to turn away the poor from
His door, nor the Almighty to withhold the lowly from His
threshold.

O Lord! O Lord! O Lord! O Lord! O Lord! O Lord! O Lord!
O Lord! O Lord! I beseech Thee by the Word through which
Thou didst bring forth all things from the unseen into the
visible realm and from nothingness into existence, that Thou
mayest ordain for me through Thy Most Exalted Pen the good
of this world and of the world to come. Verily Thou art the
Lord of the Throne on high and of the dust below, and the
King of the Kingdom of Names. There is none other God but
Thee, the Almighty, the All-Powerful, the All-Compelling.

O Pen! The irrevocable command hath come unto thee
from the presence of the Lord of eternity to make mention
of him who hath ascended unto God, the Protector, the
Self-Subsisting.  Blessed art thou, O Muhammad-i-Yusuf,
inasmuch as thou didst soar on the wings of detachment
in the days of thy Lord, the Creator of all things, through
Whose remembrance the earth and heaven were illumined,
and before Whose command all things have bowed down,
while the Herald hath cried out from every direction: “The
Kingdom belongeth unto God, the Possessor of all that was
and shall be!” The first fragrance that wafted from thy Lord’s
utterance, the All-Merciful, and the first mercy that preceded
all possibility was upon thee, O thou who didst turn to the
horizon of Revelation on the Day of Resurrection and didst
hear the Call when it was raised between earth and heaven,
and didst answer thy Lord, believing in Him, in His verses,
and in that which was revealed in His Book. My Pen and
My tongue bear witness to thy recognition and certitude, and
to thy turning unto a station from which most people have
turned away, and to thy holding fast unto the Sure Handle
amidst all created things. Thou art he who drank the choice
wine of immortality from the cup of thy Lord’s bounty, the
Creator of the heavens.

We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, at this hour to
send down upon thee from the heaven of His generosity a mercy
from His presence and to give thee to drink of the Kawthar of
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life at all times. Verily, He is the Lord of all religions and the
Protector of all creation. Blessed art thou, O Yusuf, inasmuch
as thou hast attained unto God’s testimony concerning thee,
and He hath revealed for thee that whereby thy name and
mention shall endure in a Book which no obliteration can touch
and wherein the deeds of His loved ones are recorded by the Pen
of God, the Almighty, the Powerful. Blessed is he who through
thee draweth nigh unto God and who visiteth thy resting-place
and remembereth thee with that which hath been sent down
from God, the Lord of the mighty Throne.

Glorified art Thou, O Thou in Whose grasp are the reins of all
things! I beseech Thee by Him through Whom the mysteries
were revealed, the signs appeared, and the leaves and trees
spoke forth, that Thou forgive me, my father and mother, my
kindred, and those who have clung to the hem of Thy gracious
robe and have acknowledged that which the tongue of Thy
grandeur hath spoken. O Lord! Purify Thy loved ones from
the dust of sins and the grime of transgression, and illumine
them with the lights of Thy bounty and generosity, O Thou
Help in Peril! There is none other God but Thee, the Mighty,
the All-Bestowing.

2 At this hour We have desired to make mention of Mashhadi

Muhammad-Kazim, upon him be the glory of God. O Kazim,
say:

Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having guided me, given
me to drink, caused me to hear, and shown me. O Lord! I
am Thy servant and the son of Thy servant. I beseech Thee
by the light of Thy Cause whereby Thy heaven and earth were
illumined, and by the Word of Unity whereby the ungodly
lamented and the believers rejoiced, to aid me to be so steadfast
that neither hosts nor ranks nor the doubts of any heedless and
obstinate misbeliever shall hold me back. O Lord! Ordain for
me that which will strengthen me to act according to what
Thou hast revealed in Thy Book. Verily, Thou art powerful
over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other God but
Thee, the Forgiving, the Generous.

O mother of him who hath ascended unto God! Say:

My God, my God! Thou seest Thy handmaiden turning unto
Thee, acknowledging Thy unity and oneness, and that Thou
art the First and the Last, the Manifest and the Hidden. There
is none other God but Thee, the Single, the Self-Subsisting, the
One, the Mighty, the Powerful.

We beseech God to aid all to that which is conducive to the
reformation of the world and the refinement of nations.
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And We make mention of him who was named Qasim, whom
Asad, upon him be My glory, hath mentioned. We beseech
God, blessed and exalted be He, to ordain for him the reward
of deeds that have attained unto the light of acceptance, and
to decree for him that which will draw him nigh unto Him
at all times. Verily, He is the Mighty, the Powerful, the All-
Bountiful.

O Qasim! Turn with thy heart and direct thy face towards the
House and say:

My God, my God! I beseech Thee by the breezes which have
quickened the trees of humanity throughout all possibility, and
by the effulgences of the Orb of Thy Cause whereby Thou
hast nurtured Thy servants and Thy creatures in the cities
and habitations, in the wildernesses and deserts and upon the
mountains, to make my outer and inner being adorned with the
ornament of justice and fairness and illumined with the light
of Thy knowledge, O King of bounty and grace! O Lord! I am
Thy servant, and the son of Thy servant and Thy handmaiden.
I hold fast unto Thee and unto Thy cord. I beseech Thee not
to disappoint me in attaining that which Thou hast ordained
for those who circle round Thy Sacred House. Verily, Thou art
the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

We have mentioned and do mention at this time him who at-
tained unto Our presence and ascended unto God, in such wise
that his remembrance and his name shall endure through the
eternity of names. We beseech God to forgive him and draw
him nigh unto Him, and to send down upon him at all times
from the heaven of His bounty mercy from His presence. Verily,
He is the Most Merciful of the merciful.

His honor Azizu’llah has written details regarding the will of
Aqga Dadash and sent it to the Most Holy Court. His property
should be used in that same place for charitable purposes, and
now that property should be expended for the two daughters
in whatever manner the trustees of that land deem advisable.
Its transmission to this land is not permitted.

2 Mention unto Mulla Muhammad-*‘Ali on behalf of the Wronged

One. Blessed are they whom their wealth and possessions did
not deprive on the Day of Return, and who delayed not, ac-
cording to their capacity, in teaching the Cause. Today this
matter is accounted among the mightiest of deeds. However, in
all circumstances they must observe wisdom. O people of Baha
and Dal! Hearken unto the counsel of the Wronged One. In all
circumstances be mindful of wisdom and hold fast unto that
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which is conducive to reconciliation. Verily, He is the Coun-
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selor, the All-Knowing, and He is the Helper, the All-Informed. o 5 U r“‘
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AQMM.055x
BHO00773

Date: 1306 ? [1888-1889]

He is the Mighty, the Self-Subsisting, the Most High, the All-
Knowing!

This is a remembrance from God unto those who have shat-
tered the idols of self through the fear of God, and have pre-
served God’s trust within their breasts, and have been faithful
to justice. God will soon aid them with hosts of angels and
raise them to a lofty station of nearness.

O Ancient Beauty! Remind the servants of what hath been
revealed unto thee at this time, that perchance they may turn
unto the sacred and generous pavilion. Say: O people! Fear ye
God and spread not corruption in the earth, let none dispute
with another, and be ye alone in God’s religion. Beware lest
yve make this world your homeland; rather, seek ye the home-
land of eternal glory. Purify your hearts from envy and hatred
that ye may meet your Lord, the Most Merciful, with a pure
and sanctified heart. Then cleanse your tongues from abuse
and backbite not those who have hastened with their feet and
hearts unto the Ridvan of a glorious Name.

Say: Those in whose hearts surge the seas of love, these shall
not occupy themselves with the mention of contingent things
and shall be drowned in the seas of detachment. When the
verses of God are recited unto them, their eyes are humbled and
their faces shine like luminous pearls. These are they who have
aided God, their Creator, with what lay within their power,
and God shall soon aid them with every wondrous victory.

Say: O people! Fear ye God, then walk in the footsteps of these
ones, follow not your own desires, take not partners unto God
within yourselves, and follow not every ignorant multitude, but
turn ye unto a beautiful and holy countenance. Then strive
in God’s religion that ye may understand God’s Cause with
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your hearts and eyes, and follow not the paths of conjectural
imitation.

O people! Be ye ashamed before God and be not like those
who turned away from His face and followed every rebellious
satan. Walk ye in the ways of God which are straight with
justice. Beware lest ye associate partners with God, differ not
regarding God’s laws, and be not tyrannical and wretched in
the earth. Resolve the differences that have arisen between you
and be steadfast brothers upon the thrones of unity.

Now do I counsel you, and God is My witness between Me
and you in this. Beware lest ye differ concerning that which ye
were promised in the Book, which was irrevocably decreed in
the Tablet. Know ye that He Who was named in the Bayan as
“Him Whom God shall make manifest” shall come with truth
in the next Resurrection, and God is the guarantor of this. He
shall fulfill His promise and shall come on the day when the

Lote-Tree of the Bayan shall rise to a sublime and lofty station.

Then shall the Bird of Eternity warble and the Dove of Holiness
coo, and God shall come in overshadowing clouds.

Thus do We impart unto you the truth and remind you with
a most sublime and glorious remembrance, lest ye imagine in
your hearts the imaginings of the ignorant, and stray from the
Path, and be far removed from God’s Kawthar.

Fear God, O people of the Bayan, and neither imagine vain
things within your souls nor take anyone to be His peer, for that
would be a grievous error. When the Promise cometh, verily
He shall appear with the truth as He pleaseth, and shall create
anew all who are in the heavens and on earth with a wondrous
word of command, and shall render victorious whomsoever He
willeth among His servants, and His triumph over the believers
shall be nigh. Those who come before the Tree of the Bayan
is raised up are evidence that there is no God but Him, and
thus was the matter ordained. In those days no ordinance
from among the ordinances hath appeared, and the tree that
was planted in the Bayan by One All-Knowing, All-Wise hath
not yet borne fruit. Nay, the tree hath not even brought forth

leaves, how then its fruit, if ye be informed of God’s decree.

Know ye that before the seed sprouteth and becometh ears of
corn, the time of harvest hath not come, if ye be discerning in
the wisdom of creation. And when it putteth forth its shoot
and thickeneth, reaching its full height, then shall the servants
harvest it and live thereby for many days. Even so, recognize
ye the decree of the Tree of the Cause when it reacheth its
ultimate height and beareth wondrous fruits; then shall come
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He Who shall take its fruits, and without this it shall never be.
God and His Prophets and Messengers are witness to this.

Therefore glory be unto Thee, O my God! I seek Thy forgive-
ness at this moment for what my hands have wrought before
Thee and what my pen hath set down, for Thou art indeed
merciful unto Thy servants. For I, O my God, have set limits
to Thy Cause wherein none should draw breath, how much
more the limitations that arise from vessels of ignorance far
removed. I bear witness at this moment that Thou art the
Omnipotent over whatsoever Thou willest, and Thy choice li-
eth not in anyone’s hands; rather, Thou art the Chooser in
whatsoever Thou willest, and Thou art wise in all things. By
Thy glory, O my God! If Thou shouldst desire to manifest
the Embodiment of Thy Self at this very moment, Thou art
assuredly powerful to do so, and of this [ am possessed of clear
certainty. 1 confess before Thee that Thou art the Omnipo-
tent in Thy deeds - Thou manifestest what Thou willest and
concealest what Thou willest, and Thou art powerful over all
that Thou desirest. Thou shalt not be questioned about what
Thou doest, and nothing shall prevent Thee from Thy will, and
Thou encompasseth all things. By Thy glory, I have conveyed
to Thy servants what I have found of Thy ways, lest they cor-
rupt Thy Cause which Thou hast raised to a station of glorious
praise. Therefore pardon me through Thy bounty, then forgive
me and make me not doubtful in Thy Cause. Then enable me
and Thy servants not to oppose Him in His days as they op-
posed Thy Most Exalted Beauty aforetime and this servant of
Thine, for Thou art indeed cognizant of all that. By Thy glory,
O my Beloved! T make peace with Thy creation before Thee
that if they believe not in Thee on the day of Thy rising in the
Manifestation of Thyself, they at least shall not oppose Him
nor harm Him through their hands and hearts and through
the envy and hatred within their souls, as I find today from
everyone, young and old.

O leaders of the Bayan! Fear ye God, and let not leadership
prevent you from this bounty on this Day. Be not proud be-
fore God in what ye possess, but hasten ye to the shore of a
wondrous Name. Trust not in that Day in your deeds or your
actions, but trust in the grace that shineth from the horizon
of holy radiance. Even now I witness that some among you
take up prayer beads in your hands and make mention of God
therewith, yet every morning and evening ye pronounce judg-
ment against God Who created you. O leaders of the Bayan!
Be fair with God within your own selves on that Day, and be
not deceitful and mean. For by God, if ye believe not in Him
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in His Day and in this Servant Who speaketh for Him in truth
in these days, nothing shall profit you, neither little nor much.
Do ye turn away from the Truth and content yourselves that
people should follow you? Evil indeed is that wherein ye traffic,
and no gain shall ye derive therefrom, be it as small as a grain
or a date-stone. By God, I would rather ye slay me in these
days and I ask you not about my blood, than that ye should
oppose God on the Day that shall truly come to pass. Then
doth mine eye weep, and my heart quake, and my soul be trou-
bled, and my hand tremble from that which these oppressors,
all of them, bring upon Him. It behooveth me to complete
what I say, for in all the kingdom there is no hearing ear save
those who hear these verses and whose eyes overflow with tears
in their love for God - and these are fewer than red sulphur in
these days wherein the Name of God is sorrowful among the
people. Husayn
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To: Friends in Bahram Abad
Date: 1306 ? [1888-1889]

In the Name of God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting!

O people of God! At this hour the Most Exalted Pen hath
turned toward you from the Prison of ‘Akka, revealing the
pearls of consummate wisdom and sublime utterances, that joy
and attraction may seize you to such a degree that the deeds of
those who have denied God’s proof, His testimony, His evidence
and His signs may not grieve you. Verily your Lord heareth
and seeth what hath befallen you in this Most Great, Most
Holy, Mighty, and Perspicuous Revelation. Blessed is the ear
that hath heard the Call as it was raised from the Most Exalted
Horizon, and the heart that hath turned to the All-Informed
One.

O My friends and loved ones! Take ye My Book with My power
and sovereignty, despite Mine enemies who have cast behind
their backs the Lord of all beings and have taken that which
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they were bidden by the manifestations of idle fancies and vain
imaginings. In these days various Tablets have been revealed
from the Most Exalted Pen. We beseech God to aid all to take
hold of them. He is the Powerful, the Mighty.

In the Land of Ya there occurred that which caused the
denizens of the Kingdom to raise their cries and lamentations.
Glory be to God! What heedlessness hath encompassed them
and what doubt hath appeared, that they have regarded
supreme loss as profit and have imagined the most grievous
illness to be healing. However, God, exalted be His glory,
transformed wrath and anger into triumph and victory. Now
in that land most are caught in the consequences of their
deeds — some aware, others heedless. God shall soon seize
them with justice from Him and authority from His presence.
He is, verily, the Just, the Wise. Blessed are they who have
held fast to divine counsels and exhortations, and who have
shown patience in times of tribulations and ordeals. These are
the people of Baha. Soon shall they witness what God, the
Forgiving, the Merciful, hath ordained for them.

O people of God! Know ye and recognize your worth and
station. By My life! In the Supreme Kingdom all are occupied
with your mention and engaged in your praise. No good deed
hath ever been or shall ever be lost in the sight of God. Three
clear Tablets have been revealed for the martyrs of the Land of
Ya. One of these shall be sent to that region that the friends
may read it and become aware of the patience and resignation
of the sincere ones and the believers.

i O My Most Exalted Pen! Say: My God, my God! Thou seest

Thy unified friends among Thy tyrannical servants, and Thou
knowest what hath befallen them in Thy path in Thy days, and
Thou hearest what the wicked among Thy creatures and the
wolves of Thy earth have said and continue to say regarding
them. I beseech Thee by Thy Call which was raised before
the faces of all mankind, and by Thy Most Great Name which
hath encompassed earth and heaven, and by the Word which
Thou didst manifest from the Tree in the Mount of Knowledge,
and by the Fire which spoke to the Son of ‘Imran, to aid Thine
enemies to return unto Thee and to acknowledge what Thou
hast sent down in Thy Book, and to open before the faces of
Thy friends the doors of Thy grace and mercy.

O my Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy power which hath encom-
passed all created things and by Thy mercy which hath pre-
ceded all existence to rain down upon Thy chosen ones from
the clouds of Thy generosity the rains of Thy glory and bounty.
Thou art verily the Omnipotent over whatsoever Thou willest,
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and within Thy grasp are the reins of all who are in the heavens
and on earth.

O people of Bahram! Upon you be the glory of God, His
bounty, and His loving-kindness! It behoveth you to turn your
hearts towards the Kaaba of God, which He hath appointed
as the place of circumambulation for those who are nigh unto
Him and unto His Messengers. Let not the occurrences of the
world debar you from drawing nigh unto God, the Lord of all
worlds. Aid ye your Lord through the weapons of wisdom and
of utterance. Thus, in times past, have ye been enjoined in
divers Tablets. This beareth witness that perspicuous Book,
that walketh and speaketh, proclaiming: “Verily, there is none
other God but He, the One, the Single, the Mighty, the All-
Powerful.”

O My loved ones in Ha and Sin! Hearken unto My call from
this fortress, reared up in this Name — a Call before which all
that are in the heavens and on the earth were thunderstruck,
save only those whom God did preserve through a power from
Him and a sovereignty from His presence. He, verily, is the
Protector, the Succourer. We have made mention of you in
Tablets the contents of which none knoweth save God, the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Arise to serve the Cause with
such steadfastness that neither the darkness of the world nor
the changes and chances of time shall affright you. Thus have
ye been commanded aforetime, and in this clear and manifest
hour.

O friends of God in Kaf and Ra! Give ear to the call of this Un-
lettered One, Who hath arisen to champion the Cause through
a power that hath abased all the servants, and a sovereignty
that hath subdued whatsoever is in the heavens and on the
earth. Beware lest the affairs of men debar you from the re-
membrance of God, the Lord of Destiny, or the might of the
deniers of the Day of Reckoning cause you to waver in your
steadfastness.

O My loved ones! Hearken unto the voice of the Wronged One
with such attentive hearing that neither forgetfulness can blot
it from your hearts, nor change alter it. This is the Day of
succour; ye must arise with entire devotion to serve the Cause,
and to guide the peoples of the world, with spirit and with
joy, unto the horizon of the loving-kindness of the Lord of all
beings. The factions of the earth sacrifice life and substance
for their particular causes; yet the people of Iran — through
the grace and loving-kindness of God — have attained unto the
Lord of all causes and the King of Revelation. Nevertheless,
some are seen to be fearful, others agitated, and others still
hesitant.
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Hearken, then, to the voice of the Wronged One, and rend
asunder the veils of heedlessness with the fingers of power and
might, and hasten unto the Most Exalted Homeland. This is
the Day of Revelation, the Day whereon hidden realities and
treasured mysteries are made manifest. Blessed is the soul that
hath attained unto the pearls of divine utterance, and unto

that for which the world and all that is therein were created.

And now doth this Wronged One counsel all afresh concerning
those means which conduce to the exaltation of being.

O people of God! Know ye and recognize the rank of religion,
of trustworthiness, and of truthfulness. Each of these virtues
is the most excellent adorning of the human temple. Preserve
them, in the name of God, from the reach of the treacherous
and the theft of the unfaithful. Verily, He commandeth you
to that which shall profit you, and hath revealed for you that
whereby your mention and your names shall be preserved for

evermore in the Book of God, the Lord of the Mighty Throne.

O Muhammad-Qabli-‘Ali! Upon thee be My glory and My
loving-kindness! Oft hath thy mention flowed from the Most
Exalted Pen. Praise be to God, thou hast attained unto that
which hath had, and shall have, no peer nor likeness. Say: O
My loved ones! Know ye the worth of these days. Become ye so
enkindled with the heat of the verses of God that their influence
may be made manifest and resplendent from the horizons of
the world.

Today the Sadrih (Lote-Tree) speaketh, the Mount circleth
round, and He Who held converse on Sinai is seated upon the
throne of utterance. Say: O peoples! Fear the All-Merciful,
and be not of the ignorant. Thus hath the Pen spoken, whilst
the Wronged One tarried in this lofty station.

The glory that shineth forth from the horizon of the heaven
of My utterance rest upon thee, and upon My loved ones who
have not broken My Covenant and My Testament, and upon
those who have borne witness to that whereunto God Himself
hath testified: There is none other God but Me, the One, the
Single, the Powerful, the Mighty, the Great.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

ghel & b asle Ol 5 o sl )y pollie gl
dol by dad 5 S G2 a8 o,
Syl sseh s Covyseh pg a0l LS
o8 sl 3l skl ws3 )l 5 65
A5 56, au8 dal A Ok 2 AV S
o b ez e OF 1y ) e § o£
§ Gl dln ooy 1) 8 502 gl

Sy L)

Iy G 5 il 5 cibs (-Uu & o~ b
b Km0 Sli deulity 5 il
(w\ oy Ob b Gl S sl 5l cudy)
oL el i ol ol 51 5>
;‘w,gm\@&-updj\,&u

il Gl Oy BB

Qﬁ)wﬁ’&t’)é%&‘#&d@-\;h
S@ng.uju.u»md;t&\g;;\
S8 Uyl 6l K sy 2l ey a2
Gl g Aol ol 5lab aela 1 ol
5 A e QBT O ) & ayd facte
335 g

G x o s 8l il 5 GRG0y S
S5 Y 5 o 5 3 b B (st Ol
e ALl OF7 31 L s SO el e
) Pl Vs G

dos S Gl sle 31 e G20 L
Je s Gl (e \?”M b ol c;%w‘
dol g AU ALY @) s ey ol
il sl el

BLIB_Or15703.032

165

15

16



Vol. 91: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1306 A.H. (1888-1889) part IV

BH00891

BHO00891

To: the beloved of God et al.
Date: 1306 ? [1888-1889]

He is the Remembering, the Speaking, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.

O noble one, upon you be the Glory of God, the Single, the
One! Ask the contemptible Shi’ites what fruit their acknowl-
edgments of immediate successorship yielded on the Day of
Grace, which is the appearance of the Luminary of Justice.
Were they to be fair, they would say: “Our turning away be-
came the station of acceptance, our denial became the station
of recognition, our oppression became the station of justice,
and our tyranny became the station of equity.” To this testi-
fieth every learned one, every mystic, every hearer, and every
perceiver.

O Kiyumars! Today the Most Great Scene is illumined with
the light of the Lord of Destiny. The divine call is raised
from every direction. There hath befallen Us tribulations such
as have befallen no one else, and afflictions at which every
fair-minded and perceiving soul hath lamented. We beseech
God, blessed and exalted be He, to cause thee to hear that
which the Speaker of Sinai hath spoken in this Revelation, at
whose appearance, when He was established upon the throne,
the nightingales of utterance warbled their melodies upon the
highest branches. He Who was hidden hath appeared, and He
Who was silent hath spoken. Blessed is the servant who hath
found the fragrance of utterance in the days of his Lord, the
Most Merciful, and hath acted in accordance with that which
he was bidden by the All-Knowing Commander.

O Bahram! The All-Knowing hath mentioned thee time and
again, and hath made His mention a treasure for thee in the
Kingdom. Rejoice at these glad-tidings, whose fragrance, when
diffused, caused all things to cry out: “The Kingdom belongeth
unto God, the Lord of all worlds!”

O Khudabakhsh! Hearken unto the Call of God, the Speak-
ing, the All-Knowing. He hath mentioned thee in such wise as
cannot be equaled by the ornaments of the world nor by what-
soever the nations possess. Say: My God, my God! Praise be
unto Thee for having caused me to hear the rustling of Thy
Luminous Tree and the shrill voice of Thy Most Exalted Pen.
Glory be unto Thee, O Lord of Names, and praise be unto
Thee, O Possessor of the Beginning and the End! I beseech
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Thee by Thy Name through which Thou didst seize every op-
pressor and subdue every obstinate tyrant, to assist me in all
conditions to aid Thy Cause with wisdom and utterance be-
fore the faces of all religions. There is no God but Thee, the
Protector, the Almighty over all who are in the heavens and
the earth.

O Mihriban! Upon thee be the Glory of the All-Merciful. Re-
flect upon the deeds of the oppressors. In every age and century
they have visited upon the Daysprings of Divine Revelation
and the Manifestations of Divine Power that which caused all
things to lament and wail. They cast the Friend (Abraham)
into the fire and prevented the Interlocutor (Moses) from claim-
ing His right. Say: My God, my God! Open unto the faces
of Thy loved ones, through the key of Thy Most Great Name,
the door of bounty and generosity, O Thou in Whose grasp
is the reins of all nations! I beseech Thee to assist the chil-
dren of the Friend to manifest that which befitteth Thy days
and to perform deeds that may attain the glory of Thy accep-
tance. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the All-Bountiful, the
Forgiving, the Merciful.

O Jamshid! From all directions tribulations have descended
and calamities have been sent down. The oppression against
this Wronged One hath become so evident that the owner of
one of the newspapers hath arisen with such tyranny as hath
had no like in the world. He hath cast aside fairness, seized
upon oppression, and hath spoken that which none before or
after him hath spoken. To this testifieth My Great Announce-
ment in My Perspicuous Book. He hath regarded this people as
without helper or assistant, and hath confirmed matters whose
falsehood he himself witnesseth, following the opinion of souls
whose lies and calumnies he himself hath testified to. Glory
be to God! That which he hath written contradicts itself, the
latter part belying the former. O Jamshid! Leave them and
their like to their vain imaginings. “Verily we are God’s, and
to Him shall we return.”

O Khudabakhsh! Beseech the True One to unlock a gate of
utterance in the land with the key of His Most Bountiful Name
and to open it unto the faces of His loved ones, that the world
may be perfumed with the sweet fragrances of truthfulness,
justice, fairness and grace. Say: O my Lord! Aid Thy servants
to remember Thee and Thy loved ones, and enable them to do
that which befitteth Thy bounty and Thy generosity. Verily,
Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. There is none
other God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O Kaykhusraw!
breezes of revelation from the Purpose of all worlds.

The priests are seen to be deprived of the
The
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ornaments of the world have prevented them from the efful-
gences of the Most Great Name. Most of the people today
have turned away from godliness and have embraced trans-
gression and wickedness. The sea is surging by His Word and
the sun is shining by His Will, yet the people are heedless and
turned away. The recompense of deeds shall become manifest.
Blessed is the soul that hath inhaled the fragrance of the Rev-
elation and hath attained unto the hearing of that which the
Speaker of Sinai hath uttered. Woe unto every heedless and
veiled one, and every rejected misbeliever.

O Shahpur! Rejoice that the countenance of the Ancient One
hath turned toward thee from His Most Great Prison, and
hath remembered thee with that which shall cause its fra-
grance to endure throughout the eternity of His Best Names
and Supreme Attributes. Verily thy Lord is the Compassion-
ate, the Generous, the Helper, the All-Wise. Arise to serve
thy Lord despite those who have denied God’s Revelation and
His proof, who have disputed His might and grandeur and
sovereignty, and who have rejected that which hath appeared
from Him before the faces of His servants. And say:

O my Lord! The imagined hath sought Thy manifest light,
and the sea of impotence hath turned toward the ocean of Thy
bounty and power. Deprive it not of that which Thou hast
ordained for the gems of Thy creation who, when they heard
the Call, exclaimed: “Yea, verily, O Lord of Names and Creator
of Heaven!” and bore witness to that which God had testified
before the creation of the heavens and the earth.

The Refuge of the world hath come, but He
hath come in an age of the blind. They hear and deny; they
see and turn away. The lights of the dawn of Revelation have
encompassed the world, and the Standard of Sinai is manifest
upon the highest station. Say:

My God, my God! Prevent not the eyes of hearts from turn-
ing toward the Sinai of Thy knowledge and from beholding
the Sinai of Thy majesty and power. Thou art He through
Whose Name the traces of the Pharaohs were obliterated and
the standards of tyrants were reversed. I beseech Thee by the
lights of Thy Kingdom and the mysteries of Thy Dominion to
aid me in serving Thy Cause and in standing firm as befitteth
Thy days. Verily, Thou art the Omnipotent over whatsoever
Thou willest, and in Thy right hand are the reins of the affairs
of the first and the last.

O Bahman! We have aided Bahman in matters whereat the
power of the world was non-existent and void. We promised
all leaders that which would be the cause of greatest joy for
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those who are fair-minded and have turned unto Him. However,
some forgot God’s covenant and others broke His pledge. Say:
O priests! The fire of love is ablaze, the light of bounty is
radiant, the ocean of mercy is surging, and the sun of truth is
luminous. Forsake what ye possess; perchance ye may attain
unto that which God possesseth. Great is this Day and great
is its mention. Say: We beseech God, blessed and exalted be
He, to aid all to do what He loveth and pleaseth. Verily, He is
the Master of Religions and the Lord of men and jinn.
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Date: 1306 ? [1888-1889]

He is the Dawning Place from the horizon of the heaven of
utterance!

This is a Book from the All-Merciful to him whose name was
mentioned before the Wronged One in this Prison, which hath
been named with the Most Beautiful Names in the Book of
Names and the Most Great Prison in the Crimson Tablet from
the Supreme Pen, of which none hath been apprised save God,
the Lord of the mighty throne, that the Call may attract him
to the supreme heights and make him soar on the wings of
certitude in this atmosphere from whose rushing winds is heard
“The Kingdom is God’s, Lord of all worlds.”

The loved ones and chosen ones of God made mention of thee.
We make mention of thee with that which no mention in the
world nor what the nations possess can equal. To this testifieth
every just and discerning one. Blessed is he who hath attained
to beholding the pearls of wisdom and utterance which We have
brought forth from the treasuries of My Supreme Pen before
the faces of men while We were in the hands of the oppressors.
The Wronged One desireth from thee and from others naught
save justice and fairness concerning this Most Great Announce-
ment whereby the limbs of all names have trembled, the idols
of vain imaginings have been shattered, and earthquakes have
seized the tribes of the earth, save whom God, thy Lord, the
Almighty, the All-Powerful, willeth.
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We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to aid thee to
return unto His traces and whatsoever hath appeared from
Him. Verily He guideth thee and all upon earth to His straight
path. Blessed is the strong one who hath purified his heart
with the Kawthar flowing from the spring of My Pen and hath
taken the chalice of immortality from the hand of the bounty
of his Lord, the Most High, the Most Exalted, and hath drunk
before all faces in spite of those who have denied God’s proof
and His evidence, who have disputed His signs and disbelieved
in the blessing of His knowledge which was sent down from the
heaven of His mercy that hath encompassed all who are in the
heavens and on earth.

Canst thou deliver the Youth of the Cause from the pit of vain
fancies and arise among the people with such steadfastness as
shall not be shaken by the doubts of them that have denied the
Day of Judgment? Hearken unto My call, then raise thy right
hand in the name of thy Lord, the King of the Kingdom of
Names, and rend therewith the veils that have come between
truth and creation and the coverings that have prevented the
servants from turning unto God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

i Hear the call of the Wronged One. Verily He mentioneth thee

for the sake of God and remindeth thee of His signs and tea-
cheth thee that which will draw thee nigh unto Him in all
His worlds. Verily thy Lord is the All-Merciful, the Generous.
When thou hast drunk the wine of revelation from the hand of
God’s bounty and the breezes of inspiration have seized thee
in His days, say:

My God, my God! I beseech Thee by Thy confirmation to turn
unto Thy horizon, to hearken to the shrill voice of Thy Pen
and to witness Thy signs. I beseech Thee by Thy fire whereby
Thou didst guide them that drew nigh unto the Sinai of Thy
knowledge and gave them to drink the Kawthar of proof from
the hand of Thy bounty, and by the mysteries of the ocean of
Thy wisdom and the pearls of the sea of Thy knowledge, that
Thou wilt aid Thy servants to be fair in Thy Cause, that they
may hear the rustling of the Divine Lote-Tree with their ears
and behold its fruits with their eyes. O Lord! T am Thy servant
and the son of Thy servant. I bear witness that Thou didst
mention me when I was silent in Thy remembrance and called
me when I was heedless of Thy manifestation, Thy dawning
and Thy proof. I beseech Thee by the stars of the heaven of
Thy wisdom and the waves of the ocean of Thy grace to make
me purified from what the people possess and adorned with
the ornament of justice and fairness. O Lord! Have mercy
upon me through Thy bounty and Thy mercy and aid me to
be steadfast in Thy remembrance and praise. Verily Thou art

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

gl e Suy 0 Jlo s Sl il e
w}&%mwwﬂbu,wﬂg\
ﬁla‘_;,.dd,lafmub\ﬁ&\ NN
.x,\,wkswue@u\,)ﬁ\wu\f
uﬂwpy\&\m);w;ow;w\c.u
L alay A3 LS ol 1) o) ol
Sy @ al e tay 1y 5 AUl 1ol
,o\rh\gy@é\uﬂbg

oY)

,rb,\!\yu»uu\ e CJ; Ol yas s
u.ﬂ\ Old &S—SJ Y welaal rLY\u«r}m
LS"J‘ S &\(du @\ u,\\\ to= [y 48

) ] u;ﬁl.ﬂ S &) (w
uL}-\J L}J\A-\_) o;l-\ » S LSJ\ uw\
-‘#‘xﬁ\md“\eﬂ\f>u\wd\

SSh s bl g ST 4 plal) T
e F Al Kb Sy el
13 K fp\ sl g Ky Ol dle
&Ja.\,m\lb.a.\,w@}!\ Gy S

B asl) G pUY Sl

JI LY e day ol Skl b A
JJBTSMW_} ﬁjj\ﬁ &T;qa‘_) &5‘
sl AV e A e L @) STl S
Sollas oy oo Sl 587 it 5 S s

braad S0 3 Sl e Sle 4%

L, Vyamley rr'\s—b, @4\ s).\.ﬂqgt
Sde Ol Sae Ul o) ) ealal
5SS e lalo o5 31 553 Sl
Soodb 5 e op Wl 5 31 Fe
C\ﬂ,&:&fwgl&u&é,
5 sl e U Tl gled 0L Ssle 2
) Oy sl Sl dudl ke b
Jo waliza V) e Gl s Sy 5 Sz
T e il el SO Sole , ST

) el VALY

170

ot



Vol. 91: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1306 A.H. (1888-1889) part IV

BH00957

powerful over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other
God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Hear thou in the Persian tongue the Call of the Wronged One.
In the past, We made mention of all and counselled justice and
fairness. This is the Day wherein the Primal Point, in the Most
Exalted Paradise, uttereth the blessed words “Verily, I am the
first of them that worship.” This Revelation encompasseth all
things and is not encompassed by them. None hath attained
to its true understanding as befitteth its station. Behold, then
recall what the All-Merciful hath revealed in the Bayan, where
He saith: “I have written a gem concerning His remembrance:
He cannot be indicated by My indication, nor by what hath
been revealed in the Bayan.” Were there to be found justice
even less than a tiny particle, this one passage would suffice
the world.

Today the Proof raiseth its call, and the very essence of evi-
dence summoneth all creation to the Lord of all beings. The
Cause shineth as the sun at its zenith. Beseech thou God to
grant strength to the eyes of the heedless and cleanse them
from rheum, that they may see with their own eyes and hear
with their own ears. Today the waves of the ocean of utterance
surge before all faces, and the effulgences of the Sun of Truth
shine forth resplendent. Is it fitting that man should deprive
himself of the outpourings of the True Bestower through the
idle fancies of men? Nay, by His very Self, the True One! To-
day all must see with the eye of God and hear with His ear.
Light and darkness are distinguished one from the other. We
beseech God in all conditions to confirm thee and seek His
aid that thou mayest, through celestial power, wisdom, and
utterance, awaken the heedless servants and grant them sight.
He is the Confirmer, He is the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-
Knowing, the All-Seeing. There is no God but Him, the Most
High, the Most Glorious.

For the sake of God, meditate for a moment upon the former
party and the recompense of their deeds. What was their claim,
and what became their reward on the Day of Retribution? The
party that counted themselves the most learned and the most
ascetic and God-fearing among all the peoples of the world
pronounced, in the early years, such a verdict against the Truth
Itself as no other party among all the parties of the world had
pronounced. This matter hath been mentioned repeatedly, and
if one were to reflect, he would surely pass beyond his own
understanding and that of the people, turn unto what is with
God, and attain unto that for which he was created.
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Today the Call is raised from all directions, and the Speaker
of the Mount is seated upon the throne of Revelation. His
proof hath encompassed the world and His evidence all cre-
ation. Blessed is he who hath found the fragrance of utterance
and heard that which the Tongue of God, the True, the Trust-
worthy, hath spoken.

This Wronged One hath spoken for the sake of God, and We
hope that thou too wilt hearken and ponder for His sake. If
thou observest with fairness what hath been revealed from the
beginning until now in the Holy Writings, thou wouldst testify
that whatsoever hath appeared hath been from the Wronged
One from the beginning until now. We beseech God to aid
thee in that which He loveth and pleaseth. Verily, He is the
Lord of creation. There is no God but Him, the Explainer, the
All-Knowing.
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To: Jamal Burujirdi et al.
Date: 1306 ? [1888-1889]

In the Name of Him Who caused the Ocean of Knowledge to
surge!

O Jamal! Upon thee be the Glory of God, the Self-Sufficient,
the Most High! Time and again hath thy mention flowed from
the Most Exalted Pen. Rejoice and say: Praise be unto Thee
for having revealed unto me numerous Tablets and for having
mentioned me in Thy Most Great Prison in such wise as hath
delighted the eyes of the Concourse on High. O my Lord! I
beseech Thee to aid me under all conditions to serve Thy Cause,
to witness Thy signs, to recite Thy verses unto Thy servants
and to manifest Thy proofs unto Thy creatures. Verily, Thou
art the Powerful, the Compassionate, the Forgiving.

Thou didst mention Nazimul-‘Ulama. He hath been mentioned
before, but great, great is this Cause. Eyes are prevented from
beholding and ears are debarred from hearing, save whom God,
the Lord of the Mighty Throne, willeth. Reflect upon the peo-
ple of the Bayan: although they have witnessed with their own
eyes the deeds of the Shi’ih sect on the Day of Judgment, they
have again become Shi’ihs. Though bearing His Names, they
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are deprived of their Possessor. In this Revelation, they must
rend asunder the veil of names, traverse its gulf and pass be-
yond it that they may attain unto the Most Great Ocean.

In any case, shouldst thou meet Nazimul-‘Ulama, convey to
him the greetings of the Wronged One. Say: Hearken unto the
Call, for if thou hearest with thy true ear it will so attract thee
that thou wilt detach thyself from all else but God and attain
unto the recognition of His Day. Ponder the events that have
occurred. What hath caused all the divines of Persia, after
their seeking and expectation, to be deprived on the Day of
His Manifestation? By the life of God! In days past in the
land of Ta, the lamentations of pulpits rose from all directions,
saying in their inner tongue: “O God, O God! Thou didst
nurture and manifest us for Thy mention and praise, yet now
they mount us and speak contrary to Thy good-pleasure, nay
rather, they are engaged in vilification and cursing.” Alas, alas,
for what hath befallen us in Thy days! Alas, alas, for their
mounting, their sitting and their words! We beseech Thee to
deliver us from these people. Verily, Thou art the Powerful,
the All-Knowing, the Wise.

5 Every day the pulpits speak, and this hath been mentioned in

various Tablets, yet until now none hath been aware. In any
case, were they to reflect upon the former sect and become
conscious of their misdeeds and transgressions, they would at-
tain unto the light of certitude and steadfastness in this Most
Great Cause and Momentous News. We beseech God, blessed
and exalted be He, to aid His friends and loved ones to be
trustworthy, religious and steadfast. Verily, He is the Lord of
creation. There is none other God but Him, the Commander,
the Wise.

We beseech God to aid him who is named Aqa Buzurg, who
hath attained Our presence and witnessed and beheld. Ver-
ily, he was mentioned before the Wronged One, and We have
mentioned him in such wise as hath diffused the fragrance of
eternity. Thy Lord is, verily, the Powerful over whatsoever He
willeth, and He is the Mighty, the Great. The glory from Us
be upon thee and upon thy family and upon him who loveth
Me and upon him who loveth thee and hearkeneth unto thy
word concerning My great and mighty Cause.

O My Name! We have desired at this moment to mention
him who is named Zakariyya, that he may rejoice in the re-
membrance of God, the Lord of the worlds. O Zakariyya! Ver-
ily, Zakariyya entered the sanctuary through My remembrance
and My love, and We revealed unto him that which was hidden
from the eyes of those who denied the Cause of God, the Lord
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of the Mighty Throne. My Name hath mentioned thee, and
We make mention of thee. Say: Praise be unto Thee for hav-
ing sent down unto me that which hath caused me to soar in
the atmosphere of Thy love and to speak forth Thy beauteous
praise. I beseech Thee to ordain for me that which will draw
me nigh unto Thee. Verily, Thou art the Most Merciful of the
merciful ones.

O My Name! Make mention of him who was named before by
the True One. Verily We have remembered him and revealed
unto him that which caused the hearts of them that are nigh
to take flight. We beseech God to assist him with the hosts of
utterance and to make him one who speaketh in His name and
who ariseth to serve His loved ones, in whose faces can be seen
the radiance of Baha. Thy Lord is verily the All-Bountiful,
the All-Wise. Take hold of the Book with strength from the
presence of One Who is All-Knowing.

As to what thou hast mentioned concerning the handmaiden of
God and her turning to another direction, We have ordained
affairs through consultation and have commanded thee thus
before and after, and I am the Commander, and I am the
Witness, and I am the All-Informed. She must hearken unto
thy counsel. Verily thy Lord is the One Who hath power over
whatsoever He willeth. He giveth and withholdeth, and He is
the All-Powerful, the Almighty.

O My Name! Thou hast made mention of My handmaiden
who hath turned towards My horizon and attained My grace
and loving-kindness. Give her glad tidings from Me and make
mention of her from thy Lord, the Mighty, the Great. We
send Our greetings unto her and counsel her with that which
beseemeth the days of God, the Lord of the worlds. We have
remembered her time and again. Then concerning ‘Ayn and
Ta who attained Our presence in this mighty stronghold, We
found him ablaze with Our love and attracted by Our verses.
We beseech God to send down upon him and upon those who
have believed, from the heaven of His bounty, the rain of His
mercy and His gifts. He is verily the Bestower, the Generous.

Thou didst mention Jinab-i-‘Ayn and Ba, upon him be My
glory and loving-kindness. Praise be to God, he hath ever
been remembered in the Most Holy Court. Some time ago
Jinab-i-Amin arranged a feast in his name which was accepted.
Give him glad tidings of this and send greetings unto him from
the Wronged One time and again. Verily He doth not suffer
the reward of the doers of good to be lost. They are engaged in
service, speaking in remembrance, and steadfast in the Cause.
Well is it with him. Soon that which thou seest on earth shall
be rolled up, and there shall endure for him that which hath
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been sent down from the presence of One Who speaketh with
knowledge.

2 O Jamal! We make mention of My handmaiden who soared

in Mine atmosphere until she attained My presence. The
glory from Us be upon thee and upon her and upon her son
Habibu’llah and upon those who hearken unto thy word con-
cerning this mighty News. O My handmaiden (Mother of Aga
Buzurg), O mother of him who visited Me, rejoice thou in this
manifest remembrance, then be thou glad with that which hath
moved the Tongue of Grandeur to speak thy name. He is verily
the All-Bountiful, the Forgiving, the Merciful. And We make
mention of (Khaliy-i-Fadl) My handmaiden who hath attained
to the presence and responded when the Call was raised be-
tween the heavens and the earth.
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To: Mir Ali Bayk et al., in Faran
Date: 1306 ? [1888-1889]

He is the Helper, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him, and He
Who hath come with the truth is the Lord of all worlds and
the Most Great Name through Whom was revealed that which
lay hidden in God’s knowledge and concealed from the eyes
of men. Through Him the trumpet was sounded and those
in the graves arose, and the trees proclaimed that there is
none other God but Him, the Single, the One, the Mighty,
the Great. But for Him the mysteries would not have been
revealed, the trees would not have spoken, and the hidden
pearls would not have emerged from the seas. Thus did the
Tongue of Grandeur speak while in the palace which God made
the point of circumambulation for those near unto Him and the
sincere ones.

Praise, sanctified from mention and eulogy, beseemeth the
Lord of the Kingdom of Names Who, through the Most Great
Name, aided the world and guided it to His straight path and
His mighty announcement. Through one exalted word He so
attracted the pure hearts and illumined souls that it caused
wonderment among the Concourse on high. Exalted be His
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dominion, exalted be His command, glorified be His majesty
and His power, and there is no God but Him.

O thou who gazest toward the horizon of the Revelation! Hear-
ken unto the call of Him Who conversed on Sinai. Verily it hath
been raised from the prison of Akka, and from it the breezes of
revelation have wafted among the servants and the fragrances
of inspiration between heaven and earth. Thus hath the matter
been decreed from before God, the Lord of the worlds. Say: O
people, by God the Day hath come and the Lord of the King-
dom is established upon the throne of Revelation, speaking
that which hath caused the hearts of the sincere ones to take
flight. This is the Day promised in God’s Books of old, and
this is the Cause before which, when it appeared, the necks of
the deniers were bowed down.

O Shah Khalill! The Wronged One hath turned toward thee
from His Most Great Prison and hath mentioned thee in such
wise as nothing on earth can equal. To this testifieth He Who
speaketh in every state “Verily He is God, there is none other
God but I, the Single, the All-Informed.” Take hold of God’s
Book with the power bestowed by Him, detached from those
who have mounted the steed of passion and committed that
which hath caused the Pen of Baha to lament in this glorious
and wondrous station. Certain souls have spoken concerning
this Wronged One that which hath caused the divine Eye of
Justice to weep.

Sina and Nayyir, severed from the world, were set aflame by
the ardour of the Most Great Name, and, for the sake of God
and in the path of God, undertook journeys unto divers regions
for the promulgation of the Cause of God. To the measure of
their capacity they attained unto that which hath been the
means for the exaltation of existence.

We beseech God to aid them in all conditions, to keep them
sanctified from the defilements of the world—for verily He is
potent over all things. And Mirza Haydar-‘Ali, upon him be
My Baha, had been charged that, should the meeting with the
governor of the land of Kha be secured in joy and fragrance,
he should indeed meet with him, for in his heart there had
been a desire to behold the loved ones. Verily thy Lord is the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

At all times there hath been, and there is, no purpose save the
triumph of the Cause of God. It is hoped that all may arise
to serve the Cause and hold fast unto that which beseemeth
the Days of God. The vain imaginings of certain souls be-
came the cause of the Most Great Sorrow. We beseech God
to enable them unto justice and fairness, and to sanctify them
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from the whisperings of them that are lost in idle fancy. From
the beginning of the Cause until now, there hath befallen this
Wronged One that whereat every equitable soul would lift up
lamentation.

O my God, my God! Aid Thy loved ones to turn unto Thee
and to hold fast to the cord of Thy oneness. O Lord! Illumine
their hearts with the light of Thy knowledge and their eyes
with the vision of Thy signs and their tongues with Thy praise
and glorification. Thou art He through Whose Name Thou
hast raised the banner of “He doeth whatsoever He willeth.”
There is no God but Thee, the Forgiving, the Bountiful.

O Khalil! Upon thee be the glory of thy Lord, the All-Glorious.
That which thou didst send to the presence of My Most Great
Branch and His Honor, Ism-i-Jud, hath been presented before
Our face. We have mentioned thee in this perspicuous Tablet.
Convey My greetings to the loved ones of God and say: Know
ye your station and preserve it through the name of the Peerless
Friend, for thieves have been and still are lying in wait. Blessed
is the face that hath turned toward the Most Sublime Horizon
and the heart that hath turned unto Him. This is the Day of
steadfastness. All must manifest themselves in such wise that
no opportunity be left for the deniers and the perverters to
turn away or raise objections. Ere long, all that is visible shall
be rolled up by the hand of power like a scroll, and that which
hath been revealed from the Supreme Pen specifically for the
loved ones shall become as manifest as the sun. Say: O friends!
Of what are ye afraid? Of whom do ye fear? In the Tablet of
the world there hath been revealed from the Supreme Pen that
which hath been and still is the cause of the awakening of all
who are on earth. Blessed is he who hath taken the choice wine
of revelation from the hand of the bounty of his Lord and hath
drunk thereof once in His name and again in remembrance of
Him, the Mighty, the Best-Beloved.

My handmaiden Mardiyyih hath been and is mentioned in My
presence. Say thou: A death unto the heedless! An anguish
unto the frozen ones! The King of Days hath come! That Hid-
den One hath appeared by name! That Perfect Treasury hath
come! Despite the desire of the ignorant ones! These words
have repeatedly flowed from the Supreme Pen that perchance
they may cause joy and gladness to the hearts and souls of the
loved ones. That which floweth from the Most Sublime Pen
is sweet and pleasant, and in the conjunction of these two are
signs for the fair-minded and evidences for the sincere. The
glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of My utterance
be upon thee and upon those who have turned with radiant
faces toward the Most Sublime Horizon and have said: “Here
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am I, O Lord of all beings! Here am I, O Thou Who art the
Goal of all in the heavens and on earth!”
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To: Muhammad Bagir et al.
Date: 1306 ? [1888-1889]

In the name of the One dawning from the horizon of the King-
dom of Utterance!

We found Ourselves in a mansion which God had made the
seat of His mighty Throne, and We proceeded to another desti-
nation. When We arrived there, We revealed verses and man-
ifested clear proofs by the command of God, the Lord of the
worlds. We beheld the place adorned with roses and anemones
and flowers of truth, while water flowed beneath rows of wil-
lows, moved and swayed by the hands of the breezes morn and
eve. Glory be to God! Its trees embraced one another, and
the roses smiled with joy and delight. From the rustling of
leaves was heard “The Chosen One hath come,” from the roses
“God, the Lord of creation,” and from the fruits “The Desired
One hath established Himself upon the throne of His name, the
Compeller.” We heard them giving each other glad tidings of
My arrival and appearance among them. When We turned to
the right, We saw the great rose singing, and when We gave
ear We heard it announcing to the trees and rivers and roses
and flowers, saying: “Blessed art thou, O garden, for having
been honored by the advent of the All-Merciful and for having
won the privilege of His glance and the hearing of His sweet
call and the witnessing of His most luminous horizon.” Then
We proceeded in another direction, walking about and contem-
plating God’s handiwork and the manifestations of His signs
and the dawning-places of His power.

At that moment the servant in attendance presented a letter
which he read before Us, and We found it to be written in
the hand of one of My loved ones who was named in My per-
spicuous Book as Zaynu’l-Muqarrabin. We commanded one
of My Branches, who was named Diya’u’llah by the tongue of
grandeur and glory, to be present and record before Us that
which was to be sent down from the heaven of My will and the
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clouds of My bounty from the horizon of My Most Exalted Pen
in the Kingdom of Names. When he came and read the letter
once again, We granted what he desired through My loving-
kindness and fulfilled it through My grace, and We answered
what was asked by one of My servants named Muhammad-
i-Baqir from the ocean of My utterance and the heaven of
My mercy which hath encompassed the kingdom of earth and
heaven.

O Muhammad-i-Baqir! Thy name was presented before the
Wronged One, and He hath mentioned thee in such wise as
to solace the eyes of creation. Give thanks unto thy Lord,
for He remembereth whom He willeth and mentioneth whom
remembereth Him and draweth nigh unto who draweth nigh
unto Him. Rejoice thou in God’s mercy and bounty. By the
life of God! At the moment when the Pen moved to record
this most great remembrance, the ocean of forgiveness surged
in all creation and the fragrance of pardon and bounty was
wafted from the presence of the All-Merciful. Blessed art thou
and blessed is he who hath attained unto that which thou hast
attained in this luminous station.

At this moment We make mention of him who was named
Muhammad-Taqi as a bounty from God, the Lord of the heav-
ens and earth. We counsel thee to be steadfast and God-fearing
in the Cause of God, the Lord of all mankind. Beware lest any-
thing whatsoever debar thee from the Lord of Names or cause
thee to tremble at the might of those who have denied the
Day of Judgment. Say: Praise be unto Thee, O my God, and
thanksgiving be unto Thee, O my Desire, for having remem-
bered me on a day when griefs assailed Thee from every direc-
tion through what was wrought by the transgressors against
trustworthiness and religion. Thereby have hearts melted and
tears flowed while the people remain in evident ignorance. O
Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy tribulation and sorrow and im-
prisonment to ordain for me that which shall adorn me with
the ornament of Thy love in all conditions. Verily Thou art
the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

O Ibrahim! The All-Knowing maketh mention of thee from this
exalted station which God hath made the seat of His Throne
on this manifest Day. When thou hast drunk the Kawthar
of My remembrance and been illumined by the lights of My
utterance, say: My God, my God! All praise be to Thee for
having strengthened me to turn towards Thee on a day when
fire was kindled among the wicked and tyranny was manifested
by those who committed what caused the near ones to cry out
in a glorious station. O Lord! Thou seest me awaiting the
wonders of Thy bounty and watching for the manifestations of
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Thy generosity and grace. I beseech Thee by Thy greatness, 0,5 L 4 ):m dz S s, da é\

which Thou hast made the garment of Thy Temple, to ordain
for me that which shall be with me and aid me in every world
of Thy worlds. Verily, Thou art the Forgiving, the Generous.
There is none other God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise.

We make mention of him who is named Mihdi and give him
glad tidings through this wondrous Remembrance. O Mihdi!
Magnify in My name the faces of My loved ones. We coun-
seled them before and counsel them now concerning the trust
wherewith God hath adorned the temples of those near unto
Him and the sincere ones, and whereby God hath tested His
servants in His earth. Blessed is he who is illumined by its light
and adorned with its radiance, and woe unto the heedless. O
people of God! Aid your Lord, the All-Merciful, through the
hosts of deeds and character, not by sword and spear. Thus
have ye been commanded by the All-Merciful. Verily, He is
the Forgiving, the Generous.

Say: My God, my God! All praise be to Thee for having re-
membered me through Thy grace and guided me through Thy
generosity. I beseech Thee to make me steadfast in Thy love,
firm in Thy Cause, and a helper of Thy Faith through the wis-
dom Thou hast sent down in Thy Books, Thy Scriptures, and
Thy Tablets. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing, the Posses-
sor of great wisdom. There is none other God but Thee, the
Forgiving, the Generous.

O Muhammad-Baqgir! We make mention on this day of the
servants of God who are related to thee, that they may re-
joice in the turning of the Wronged One towards them from
the direction of His mighty prison. O My loved ones and My
friends! Hear My call from this distant place. He remem-
bereth you with that which buildeth, through the hands of
loving-kindness and favor, lofty palaces and elevated dwellings.
Verily your Lord, the All-Merciful, He is the Generous, the
Merciful. There is none other God but He, the Almighty, the
Commander, the All-Wise.
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To: Javad

Date: 1306 ? [1888-1889]

He is the Expounder from His Most Exalted Horizon dc;\)\ Al - L;\J.\ 9

This is what hath been sent down for Javad, upon him be the
Glory of God, the Lord of Creation. O Javad! Upon thee
be My Glory! The honored Amin hath made mention of thee.
We beseech God that He may aid thee in all conditions, and
cause to grow from the fruits of certitude wondrous trees in
the blessed and goodly soil, and from those trees bring forth
other fruits and leaves. He, verily, is the Powerful, the Mighty.
There is no God but Him, the Most High, the All-Glorious.

3 The purpose of this blessed verse, in its primary rank and first
station, is that the perpetuation of mention, name and glory
hath ever been through the verses of God and the mention of
the Supreme Pen. The believer in God who hath drunk from
the Kawthar of certitude from the munificent hand of the De-
sired One of the worlds - the fruit thereof hath not been and
will never be cut off from the world. From that blessed fruit
there grow wondrous trees and new saplings from the goodly
soil. The goodly soil signifieth pure and sanctified hearts and
minds. These trees planted by the Kawthar of certitude grow
and are nurtured until they reach the station wherein “its root
is firm and its branches reach into heaven, nay beyond the
heaven.” And from these trees other wondrous and exalted
trees appear. This is the great glad-tidings for the aforemen-
tioned one. This verse is the dawning-place of all good, and
likewise the greatest key for the gates of grace and bounty.

Were they to become aware of what hath been sent down
from the heaven of mercy, and drink from the hidden Kawthar
concealed within the divine words, they would occupy them-
selves with thanksgiving and praise to the Desired One of the
world. For that which hath been revealed is everlasting and
eternal, and shall forever remain preserved and immortalized
in the Book under thy name. Blessed is he who hath attained
unto mention by the Supreme Pen. It shall not be effaced
nor altered. This station belongeth not to aught else, for the
evanescence of all things and the permanence of the Counte-
nance hath been recorded in the scriptures, books, psalms and
tablets.

The Countenance, in one station, signifieth His Essence, ex-
alted and sanctified be He; in another station, that which
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floweth from His Supreme Pen; and in yet another station,
that which was known among the servants. Were anyone to
taste the sweetness of what hath been revealed in this Tablet,
he would soar on the wings of joy and gladness in this holy
and blessed atmosphere, and would exclaim with his outer and
inner tongue: “Praise be unto Thee, O my God, and thanks
be unto Thee, O my Beloved, for having sent down unto me
that which shall endure as long as Thine own Self endureth. I
testify that it is better for me than all that is on earth. My
Lord! Thy servant testifieth in this my station that knowledge
is in Thy grasp. How can my conjecture of Thy Self, my igno-
rance of Thy knowledge, my fancy and weakness before Thy
power, and my fear before Thy tranquility stand? 1 testify
that Thou art the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.” For the Coun-
tenance there have been and are countless meanings. What
hath been mentioned now sufficeth.

i O Javad! Nothing can compare with what hath been revealed

aforetime and in this present time - no fruit, no effect, no traces,
and no deeds. Children are like unto the leaves of trees - at
times appearing, at times falling. But these children that have
appeared from the Mother Book are everlasting and eternal.
Give thanks unto thy Lord for this manifest grace and this
mighty utterance. Despair not of God’s spirit and mercy under
any circumstances. Say: My God, my God! I have turned
toward Thee and clung to Thee. My hope art Thou, my desire
art Thou, my aspiration art Thou. My will is Thy will, and
my wish is Thy wish. I beseech Thee by the movement of Thy
Pen, whereby Thou hast stirred all created things, and by the
light of Thy countenance, whereby Thou hast illumined the
horizons, to make me steadfast and firm in Thy Cause in such
wise that nothing whatsoever shall prevent me. Then enable
me to make Thy pleasure my pleasure and Thy will my will,
such that I choose naught save what Thou hast chosen for me.
I testify that Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Munificent, the
Compassionate, the Forgiving, the Generous.

The Seal of the Prophets - may the spirit of all else be sacrificed
for His sake - had five children, all of whom, during His life-
time, according to the requirements of consummate wisdom,
ascended to heaven. the ungodly began to gloat, supposing
that His memory and traces would vanish after His passing
and not endure. At that time Gabriel descended and recited
this verse from God - blessed and exalted be He: “Wealth and
children are an ornament of the life of this world, but the good
deeds which endure are better in thy Lord’s sight for reward,
and better in respect of hope.” Through the divine revelation’s
fragrance, the faithful were made joyous and the deniers sor-
rowful. Thus did the believers soar to the heaven of joy while
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the ungodly returned to their abode in the fire. Verily we are
God’s, and verily unto Him do we return. It hath been wit-
nessed that His traces have remained and endured on earth,
and praise be to God, they shine forth among the servants in
every station like unto the resplendent sun. We beseech God
to aid His loved ones with the hosts of wisdom and utterance,
and to give them to drink of the Kawthar of life from the hand
of His bounty. Verily He is the Most Generous of the generous
ones, and the Most Merciful of the merciful ones. There is no
God but He, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Shaykh Kazim Samandar
Date: 1306 ? [1888-1889]

He is the Dawning Place from the Horizon of Eternity!

The call hath been raised from the Most Exalted Horizon, and
they who dwelt on Sinai’s Mount in the realm of divine knowl-
edge were thunderstruck. The Rock cried out and proclaimed:
“The Ocean of Union hath surged, and the Lord of the Day
of Reckoning hath come, riding upon the clouds.” Blessed is
he whom the hosts have not weakened, though he be mighty,
and whom the ranks have not daunted, though he be powerful.
He hastened, and hearkened, and attained unto the presence
of God, the Almighty, the All-Bestowing.

Say: O people of the earth! Hearken unto My call which hath
been raised in truth, and follow not the sources of idle fancies
and vain imaginings. Say: The proof hath appeared and the
stream of Salsabil hath flowed from the Pen of God, which
speaketh from the most exalted station. We have heard thy
call and have turned toward thee from this Spot which God
hath made the Dawning-place of lights, and We have answered
thee with a Tablet from whose horizon shineth the Day-star of
the favors of the Lord of creation.

The servant who standeth before the face of the Wronged One
hath read thy letter. We have revealed for thee that which shall
endure as long as the Kingdom of God, the Lord of Lords, shall
endure. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to make thee a sign
of His signs and a standard among His standards in this Cause
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whereby faces have been darkened and feet have slipped. There
hath befallen Me in the path of God that which no eye hath
seen nor ear heard. To this beareth witness the Mother Book
which speaketh before the faces of all parties. The Kingdom
belongeth unto God, the Almighty, the Unconstrained.

When the light shone forth from the horizon of Manifestation,
the Maid of Heaven came forth from the Most Exalted Paradise
and walked until she stood before the face of the Lord of all
mankind. She cried out and said, pointing with her luminous
finger to the head of the Lord of Destiny: “By God! This is
the Hidden One now made manifest in truth, and this is the
Treasured One concealed within the hearts of the Prophets and
mentioned in the books of God, the Lord of all men.”

; Say: Be fair, O people of the Bayan, concerning this Book

which God hath made the point round which circle all the
books of the world, and this Remembrance before which all
remembrances bow down. Say: Present yourselves before
the Face that your eyes may behold what no eyes have seen
and your ears may hear what no ears have heard. He is the
One Who cannot be known except through Himself and Who
needeth not the testimony of scriptures, books and tablets to
prove His Cause. Were it not for Him, the Bayan would not
have been revealed, nor would My Herald, Who sacrificed His
life in My path, have come.

Fear God, O people, and be not of them that go astray. Say:
By God! He was silent - God made Him speak; He was seated -
the hands of power and might made Him arise; He was sleeping
- the breezes of the morn of Revelation that blew by God’s
will, the Lord of the Day of Return, awakened Him. Say: O
people of the Bayan! He speaketh not from mere desire. To
this testifieth that which hath been sent down from My Most
Exalted Pen. Fear God and follow not every heedless doubter.

Say: O people of denial! Deny not Him Who hath come with
that wherewith the Messengers came before, and Who hath
revealed that which lay hidden in the treasure of God’s protec-
tion from time immemorial. Say: Read ye what ye possess and
We shall read what We possess. Then shall ye find yourselves
in greater loss than any misbeliever or liar. Say: Remember
ye the Day of Mubahalih in the Land of Mystery, when the
Dawning Place of Inspiration came forth from the precincts of
the House, directing His steps toward the House of God, the
Lord of all men. We arrived therein while no one else entered it.
Then did the Day-star of the Cause shine forth and the Ancient
Beauty appear without veil or covering. Say: O people! Can
anyone stand with Him in the arena of proof and evidence?
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Nay, by His Self, the All-Merciful!l Thus have We sent down
the verses and made manifest the evidences that thou mayest

arise to aid the Cause of thy Lord with power and sovereignty.

O Samandar! In the Land of Mystery, the great ordeal has
become more manifest than the sun. Nearly one hundred souls,
including travelers and emigrants, were present; nevertheless,
the deniers rejected it while the ignorant ones of the world
accepted it. Convey My greetings to the loved ones of that
land on behalf of the Wronged One, and give them the glad
tidings of the effulgences of the Day Star of Manifestation. The
matter of the honored Shaykh, upon him be the Glory of God
and His favors, is clear and evident. Indeed, he has borne
countless hardships and has been wronged. We have instructed

Jinab-i-Ism-i-Jud, upon him be My glory, to provide the details.

And ‘Abdi, that is, ‘Abdu’l-Husayn, is remembered before the
Wronged One. Wondrous and exalted Tablets have been sent
especially for the loved ones, both men and women. Regarding
what is being sent, it is beloved that copies be made and, after
comparison and verification, be given to their owners. Praise
be to God, all are mentioned and have attained the traces of
the Pen. We beseech God to assist them and to confirm them

in such steadfastness as will make firm the feet of the world.

Verily, He is powerful over all things. The Glory from Us be
upon you and upon those who are with you and who hearken
to your words, and upon My loved ones in the cities of God
and His lands - those who have not broken My covenant and
My testament and who were among the steadfast in this Great
Announcement and this Manifest Cause.
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To: Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi et al.
Date: 1306 ? [1888-1889]

He is God, exalted be His glory in His manifold bounties and
favors

The Baha’is have testified with their outer and inner tongues
to the oneness and singleness of God, and that He is the First
and the Last, the Manifest and the Hidden, and He is the One
Who doeth whatsoever He willeth through His command which
hath conquered all who are in the heavens and on earth.
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O Muhammad! The Wronged One beareth witness to that
which the Books of God have testified before and after, that
there is none other God but Him, the Protector, the Self-
Subsisting. He hath sent down the Books and dispatched the
Messengers for the guidance of His creation. Verily, He is the
Powerful over what He willeth, and He is the Single, the One,
the Mighty, the Beloved.

Thy letter reached the presence of the Wronged One and at-
tained the honor of being presented. We read it until We came
upon the mention of one of God’s loved ones, whereupon the
ocean of forgiveness surged and the fragrance of the Most Mer-
ciful’s loving-kindness was diffused. We arose, turning toward
the Kaaba of God, the Lord of what was and what shall be,
and We took hold of the hem of His mercy with hands of sup-
plication, and beseeched from the ocean of His grace and the
heaven of His bestowal that He admit him into the highest
Paradise and send down upon him, at all times, mercy from
His presence and grace from His own Self. Verily, He is the
Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

5 O My Pen! Say: O ‘Ali, blessed art thou, for My Most Exalted

Pen hath moved to make mention of thee on this morn which
reflecteth the light of the countenance of God, the Lord of the
worlds. I bear witness that thou didst hear the Call and didst
turn to the Supreme Companion, and didst acknowledge that
which was sent down from God in His Books, His Scriptures,
and His Tablets. We bear witness that thou didst drink the
cup of meeting from the hand of the bounty of thy Lord, the
Lord of all beings and the King of the Kingdom of Names, and
didst attain to that which the near ones and the sincere ones
have attained.

; We beseech God to aid His servants and His loved ones to

remember thee and to remember thy days and what was man-
ifested from thee in thy love for God, the Lord of the Mighty
Throne. Blessed is he who draweth nigh unto thy resting-place
and visiteth thee, by virtue of what hath been sent down for
thee from the heaven of thy Lord’s gracious will.

O Mustafa! Upon thee be the peace of God, the Lord of the
Kingdom of Names. We have turned toward thee from the
direction of the Prison and have mentioned thee in such wise
that all remembrance hath bowed down before it. We bear
witness once again unto him who hath ascended to the Supreme
Companion that he is indeed of the people of Baha and among
the companions of the Crimson Ark.
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O ‘Ali! Thou art in the highest Paradise while the Wronged
One remembereth thee in the prison of ‘Akka, and remem-
bereth the days of thy presence and thy meeting, and the love
which took from thy grasp the reins of patience and forbear-
ance, and brought thee time and again to this place wherein
the Call hath been raised morning and evening. Blessed art
thou, O ‘Ali, and joy be unto thee, O ‘Ali! By My life, My
Pen loveth to make mention of thee throughout the nights and
days, and to recount what befell thee and what was manifested
from thee in these days wherein sorrows have encompassed Us
through what the hands of the oppressors have wrought in the
land of Ya and in the land of Ta.

O Mustafa! Upon thee be the glory of the Lord of Names. Read
what the All-Merciful hath revealed in the Qur’an. Mighty
is His utterance and exalted His proof: “Until, when they re-
joiced in that which they were given, We seized them unawares,
and lo, thy Lord is ever watchful.” Convey My greetings unto
the faces of My loved ones and remind them of what hath ap-
peared from My presence. We testify that they stand before
My face, praising and thanking God for having guided them
to His straight path and His mighty Message.

We desired to console and comfort him who was named ‘Ali and
who was with him during the days and nights. It behooveth
Us to mention what befell Muhammad, the Apostle of God,
aforetime. When his sons Qasim and Ibrahim ascended unto
God, the deniers arose in derision and mockery. Thereupon
Gabriel came from his Lord, the Glorious, and recited this
blessed verse: “Wealth and children are an ornament of the
life of this world. But the good deeds which endure are better
in thy Lord’s sight for reward, and better in respect of hope.”

O ‘Ali! Upon thee be My peace and My glory. Praise be to
God that he hath ascended to a station beyond the reach of the
hands of limitation and reckoning. Say: Praise be to Thee, O
my God, for having raised him to the Supreme Companion and
caused him to enter the Most Exalted Paradise, and for having
sent down for him that which the treasuries of the kingdom of
creation cannot equal. I beseech Thee, O Thou Who art the
Lord of the Kingdom of Names and the Creator of heaven, to
grant me and Thy servants the ability to remember Thee and
to praise Thee, and to aid me in Thy love and Thy Cause.
Verily, Thou art the Forgiving, the Merciful.

O Mustafa! O thou who hast dawned from the horizon of faith-
fulness! Upon thee be the peace of God, the Lord of Names.
It behooveth Us and thee and the loved ones to beseech God,
blessed and exalted be He, to protect His Majesty the Sultan
and to aid him with the hosts of the unseen and the visible.
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We testify that through him God hath illumined the world
with the light of his justice and delivered it from the clouds of
oppression and the arrows of tyranny.
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To: Baha’is of Saliyan et al.
Date: 1306 ? [1888-1889]

He is the Light shining from the horizon of the world!

Praise and glorification befit the Peerless Object of all desire
Who, by one exalted Word, brought all things from utter noth-
ingness into the realm of existence and adorned that which was
non-existent with the ornament of being. He is the Omnipo-
tent One through Whose Name the standard “The Kingdom is
God’s” was raised upon the precincts of hearts and minds, and
the banner “Verily He is God” was hoisted in the most exalted
station. Glorified be His grandeur and exalted be His domin-
ion! The opposition of the peoples of the world did not pre-
vent His Will, nor did it impede the operation of His Purpose.
His Most Holy Being is sanctified above the mention of every
mentioner and the description of every describer. The compre-
hension of the peoples of the world cannot attain unto Him,
and the thoughts of nations cannot reach His presence. He is
sanctified from whatsoever is bounded by limits and from the
existent Word. Glory be unto God! The possessors of knowl-
edge, arts, wisdom and learning are powerless and incapable of
comprehending His Word, how much less His Essence, blessed
and exalted is He! It hath been proven with certainty that His
Essence is sanctified from all knowledge and His Being is ex-
alted above all mention. He is the Single, the One, the Unique,
the Self-Subsisting Who cannot be described by utterance. He
is the All-Sufficient, the Most Exalted.

O loved ones of the All-Merciful! Over the years mention of
you and your letters repeatedly reached this Wronged One, but
there was delay in responding, for from every direction the fire
of hatred was ablaze. One Who hath borne all tribulations for
the reformation of the world hath been called a mischief-maker.
God is My witness and all things testify that My tongue hath
not spoken save in His remembrance, My will hath not sought
save His Will, and My purpose hath not clung save to His
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Purpose. His Will hath been beloved of My soul and still is.
This verse was well-spoken aforetime:

If He bestoweth the pearl of grace, behold, hearts are Its shell;
If He sendeth the arrow of affliction, behold, souls are Its tar-
get.

5 In all conditions We seek His good-pleasure and beseech His

favors.

; At this time his honor ‘Aziz forwarded the letter of his honor

Mashhadi Javad and sought the Wronged One’s bounty on
behalf of the friends in that land. We therefore make mention
of all of them in this Tablet and beseech God, exalted be His
Glory, to aid each one to such deeds as may be recorded and
preserved in the Book of divine knowledge. Say: O God, O
Self-Sufficient One, O Generous One, O Merciful One, O King,
O Sovereign! All are Thy servants, and through Thy Word
they have been brought from nothingness into being. They
acknowledge their poverty before Thy wealth, their ignorance
before Thy knowledge, their weakness before Thy power, and
their impotence before Thy sovereignty.

O Generous One! Deprive us not of the showers from the
heaven of Thy mercy, and withhold us not from the waves
of the ocean of Thy grace. These saplings of existence have
been planted by the hand of Thy providence. Now is the time
for growth and development, awaiting the April showers of
Thy bounty and the springtime of Thy generosity - now and
Deny us not the water, from which all things are
made alive. The signs of Thy generosity were witnessed before,
and are now manifest and visible, in both the near and far,
the obedient and the rebellious. Thus it is proven that Thy
generosity hath no bounds, Thy forgiveness no pause, and Thy
bounty is never withheld from created things. At all times the
signs of Thy infinite grace have been and are witnessed by the
eyes of justice and fairness. Before the ocean of forgiveness, the
transgressions of these servants are not mentioned, and in the
realm of wealth and abundance, the poverty and need of these
servants count as naught. We beseech the wonders of Thy
gifts and have raised the hands of supplication to the court
of Thy majesty. O Forgiving One! Pardon us through Thy
bounty. O Concealer! Cover [our sins] through Thy grace. O
All-Bountiful One! Withhold not Thy favors. We are sinners,
yet we are Thine - deprive us not. We are remote, yet we yearn
for the carpet of Thy nearness and are suppliants - reject us
not. Thou art the Guide and the Bestower of gifts. There is
none other God but Thee, the Lord of the throne and earth,
the Ruler of the hereafter and this world.

forever.
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O Javad! Upon Thee be my glory! The friends in that land
have each been blessed with the traces of the Wronged One’s
Pen. Convey to all My greetings and remind them of the
recorded mentions, that perchance the seed that hath been
sown by the hand of divine providence in that land may bear
fruit and be blessed with the holy words “Blessed be God, the
Best of Creators.” And those souls who have been newly illu-
mined by the lights of the Sun of Divine Unity have ever been
and shall ever be remembered. We beseech from God, exalted
be His glory, confirmation for all. Verily, He is the Confirmer,
the All-Knowing, and He is the Powerful, the Generous. There
is none other God but He, the Mighty, the Great.
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To: Mulla Husayn, in Mazjan
Date: 1306 ? [1888-1889]
He is the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed ) ﬁu\ CL:”” P

O Husayn! Give thanks unto God, thy Lord, inasmuch as
thy name hath been mentioned before the Wronged One in
His Most Great Prison, and He hath remembered thee with
verses wherewith God hath adorned the cities of knowledge
and wisdom, as a token of His grace - and He is verily the
All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

That which thou didst send unto him who circled round the
Cause and took for himself a station beneath the pavilion of
the mercy of his Lord, the All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful, hath
been received. O Husayn! Hearken unto the call from the
direction of ‘Akka. He hath remembered thee with that which
no remembrance can equal, and whereby the eyes of them who
have not broken God’s Covenant and His Testament, and who
have voiced His praise before the faces of all who are in the
heavens and the earth, have been solaced.

As to what thou didst mention concerning thy wife and her
ascension to the Supreme Companion - We beseech God to
send down upon her from the heaven of His bounty a mercy
from His presence, and to cause her to enter the Most Exalted
Paradise. Verily, He is the Hearer, the Answerer. And We
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beseech Him, exalted be He, to forgive her and purify her, and
to grant her from His everlasting and eternal favors. He is
verily the All-Bountiful, possessed of surpassing generosity.

O Mahmud! Thy name was present in this praiseworthy sta-
tion, and the Pen of God, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting,
hath remembered thee. Say: Praise be unto Thee, O God of
Names, and glory be unto Thee, O Creator of the heavens, for
having remembered me in Thy days with that wherefrom the
near ones perceive the fragrance of Thy bounty. Verily, Thou
art God, the Single, the One, the Mighty, the Loving.

O Habibu’llah! We counsel thee and them that have believed to
be trustworthy and chaste, and to that wherefrom the detached
ones perceive the fragrance of detachment, and the sincere ones
the sweet savour of My glorious and beloved garment.

O Hasan! Upon thee be My glory! Thou hast attained unto
the traces of My Most Exalted Pen and My remembrance in
the Scriptures, the Books and the Tablets. We have desired
to remember thee at this time once again as a token of Our
grace - and I am the Mighty, the All-Bountiful. Thou didst
turn thy face toward My horizon when My servants turned
away therefrom, save whom God, the Lord of the Return, did
will. We counsel thee to act with goodliness in all conditions,
that there may be diffused from thee that which beseemeth the
days of thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing. We beseech
God, exalted be He, to make thee a standard of His name and
to give thee to drink of the Kawthar of life from the hand of
His bounty. He is verily the Lord of Generosity and the Master
of Munificence in private and in public.

O Zaynu’l-‘Abidin! At this moment there hath come unto thee
from His presence the Mother Book. Blessed art thou for hav-
ing turned unto Him from Whom most of the servants have
turned away. At this moment My Most Exalted Pen hath
been moved to remember thee. Rejoice thou and say: Praise
be unto Thee, O Revealer of the verses! Convey My greetings
unto thy brother and thy family and those who are with thee,
and give them the glad-tidings of that which hath been sent
down unto them from God, the Revealer of clear evidence. Say:
By God! The proof hath been perfected, the heavenly table
hath been sent down, and there hath appeared that which was
recorded in the Books and Tablets. We make mention of My
loved ones there and give them the glad-tidings of My mercy
which hath encompassed all regions.

O Pen! Turn thy face toward the Land of Qaf and Mim, then
make mention of the Friend who hath broken the idols and
vain imaginings by the strength of the power of his Lord, the
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Mighty, the Compelling. Blessed is he and blessed is he who
hath heard his call and remembered him in this Remembrance
We have
remembered him in the Crimson Scroll from the Most Exalted
Pen with that which shall endure as long as the Kingdom en-
dureth, that he may rejoice and stand firm in service to the
Cause during the days of God, the Lord of all men. Then make
mention of him who was named ‘Abdu’r-Rahim with a remem-
brance wherewith God hath subdued the horizons. Hearken
unto My call from the direction of My loving-kindness. Verily
He remembered thee before and in this time before which ages
and centuries have bowed down. Say:

before which all remembrances have bowed down.

Praise and glory be unto Thee, O Lord of Names, for having
enabled me to hearken unto Thy call and witness Thy signs and
Thy power which hath encompassed all regions. I beseech Thee
to assist me in all conditions to attain unto such steadfastness
as no vain imaginations can deter, and to remember him who
hath ascended unto the Most Exalted Companion, through
that which caused the ocean of forgiveness to surge before the
faces of all religions.

O Mir! Glorify on my behalf thyself and those who are with
thee, and My loved ones there who have not been deterred by
the oppression of any oppressor nor the might of any denying
infidel. Verily the wolf hath seized My sheep, the oppressor
hath slain My she-camel, and the serpent hath swallowed its
prey. Thus was the matter decreed and thus did all things
proclaim that which caused the mountains to take flight. By
God’s life! At his ascension the people of Paradise came forth,
and the companions of Heaven and the Concourse on High
welcomed him with the lights of their Lord, the Compassionate,
the All-Bountiful. By My life! The Pen is powerless to make
mention of him - to this doth the Tongue of Grace bear witness
in this station. The glory from Us be upon thee and upon those
whom God hath adorned with the ornament of strength, might
and power.
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Study guide to this volume

The fourth volume from 1306 A.H. is the most pastoral of the series — a sustained act of community-
building through the medium of personal address. Baha’u’llah moves across a wide geography of
believers: communities in Istanbul, Tehran, Hisar, Furugh, Bijistan, and dozens of named individu-
als, each addressed by name, each given a verse or a prayer or a word of greeting from the prison of
Akka. The centerpiece is BH00019, a long tablet occasioned by a communal crisis in Istanbul, where
an unnamed individual’s treachery had damaged the Cause; but the tablet’s response to that crisis
is not merely disciplinary — it becomes a meditation on what the “people of Baha” are called to be,
on the relationship between profession and conduct, and on the extraordinary spiritual privilege
of being “mentioned before the face of God” in the days of the Manifestation. The volume also
contains sharp reflections on the spiritual logic of martyrdom and the dangers of empty religious
profession.

Named Before God: The Theology of Personal Remembrance

Key Passages

When mention was made of each of the loved ones in the presence of the Lord of all
beings, they were blessed with the Most Great Favor. The purpose of creation is that
souls should be mentioned in His presence and thereby attain to service. The rain
of mercy from the clouds of grace and favor descends unceasingly and without delay.
No name has been mentioned but that there has been revealed for it that which shall
endure through His enduring Name. Blessed are they who exist in these days and are
mentioned before His Face. — BHO00019

Grieve not that there hath been delay in writing. By thy life! The heart is occupied
with thy remembrance and the remembrance of the chosen ones of thy Lord. What is
inscribed upon stones may be effaced, but that which is inscribed upon the tablet of
the heart from the verses of love shall never be erased. — BHO00695

Blessed is the house wherein My remembrance and praise have been raised, and blessed
are the tongues that have recited My verses and the souls that have gathered therein
to hear them in My days. Joy be unto thee, O Baqir, and unto the spot that hath been
honored by the footsteps of My loved ones and wherein was raised the cry of those who
have turned toward Me in their longing to attain My presence. — BHO02804
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Context for Study

One of the most striking features of Baha’u’llah’s late tablets is the deliberate, repeated practice
of naming individual believers before God. BH00019 explicitly frames this practice as a theological
act: “the purpose of creation is that souls should be mentioned in His presence.” This transforms
what might appear to be a pastoral courtesy into a cosmological claim. To be named before the
face of God is not a token of social recognition but the very end for which the human being was
created — it is the fulfillment of the purpose inscribed in existence itself. This teaching connects to
multiple religious traditions. In Jewish liturgy, the zikaron (remembrance) of human beings before
God is a central act of prayer: “Remember us for life, O King Who loves life.” In Islam, the concept
of being “written in the Book” has deep covenantal resonance. In Christian theology, the naming
of the disciples — “I know my sheep and my sheep know me” (John 10:14) — articulates a mutual
recognition that constitutes the core of the salvific relationship. What Baha’u’llah adds is the
immediacy and particularity: not the generic human person but this person, this name, this letter
received and read and presented before the Throne. The eschatological note that runs through all
these tablets — “Blessed are they who exist in these days” — intensifies the claim: this naming
happens at a unique moment in sacred history, when the divine Presence is available in the world
in a form that will not recur.

Questions for Reflection

1. Baha’u’llah says “the purpose of creation is that souls should be mentioned in His presence.”
How does this reframe the standard religious answer to the question of why human beings
exist, and how does it compare with the Westminster Catechism’s answer (“to glorify God
and enjoy Him forever”) and with Islamic accounts of humanity as God’s vicegerent on earth?

2. The contrast between what is “inscribed on stones” (and may be effaced) and what is “in-

scribed on the tablet of the heart” draws on a long prophetic tradition (Jeremiah 31:33, 2
Corinthians 3:3). What does Baha'u’llah add to this tradition by framing the writing as
“verses of love”?

3. In dozens of tablets in this volume, Baha’u’llah greets individuals by name from His prison
in Akka. What is the spiritual and psychological significance of being addressed personally
by a figure one regards as the Manifestation of God, and how does it shape the inner life of
the recipient?

4. The blessing on the “house wherein My remembrance and praise have been raised” sanctifies
ordinary domestic space as a locus of divine presence. How does this compare with Jewish
traditions of the sanctified home (Shabbat, mezuzah), Christian traditions of the domestic
church, and Islamic traditions of the household gathered in prayer?

5. The claim that Baha'u’llah’s naming of individuals is an act of eternal inscription — “that
which shall endure through His enduring Name” — raises the question of what permanence
means in a theological context. How does this compare with Platonic accounts of participation
in eternal forms and with Islamic lawh al-mahfuz (the Preserved Tablet)?
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Profession and Conduct: The Test of Character Under Crisis

Key Passages

The purpose of manifestation, remembrance and utterance is that discord might be
removed and replaced by unity, and that all might be adorned with blessed and praise-
worthy attributes and character that preserve and elevate. Yet in some the opposite is
evident — in the station of unity, discord is witnessed, and in the station of trustwor-
thiness, treachery. Ask God that He may enable His servants to drink from the cup of
detachment and be adorned with the ornament of godliness. Some have forgotten the
divine counsel and have manifested deeds that have caused God’s Cause to be wasted
among the heedless and the negligent. — BHO00019

O people! Be ye ashamed before God and be not like those who turned away from His
face and followed every rebellious satan. Walk ye in the ways of God which are straight
with justice. Beware lest ye associate partners with God, differ not regarding God’s
laws, and be not tyrannical and wretched in the earth. Resolve the differences that
have arisen between you and be steadfast brothers upon the thrones of unity. —
BH00773

Today deeds and character are the helpers and supporters of God, exalted be His glory.
Blessed are those men who, for the sake of God, have clung to these two. Fear of God
is a luminous lamp — it is the cause of the enlightenment of the world and the means
of guidance for the peoples. Had those who claimed to love God held fast from the
beginning to His commandments and laws, the world would now be witnessed illumined
with the light of faith. In these days there hath come to pass from those who claim
to love Him that which hath not come to pass from His enemies. By God’s life! The
Wronged One is in evident sorrow. — BHO00019

Context for Study

The crisis at the center of BHO0019 — an unnamed individual’s treachery in Istanbul, his alliance
with Azali opponents, his damage to the community’s reputation — is treated by Baha’u’llah with
characteristic restraint: the individual is not named, the specific acts are not detailed, the judgment
is framed as sorrow rather than condemnation. But the theological analysis is sharp. The crisis
reveals a recurring structural failure: those who “claim to love Him” committing acts worse than
the enemies of the Faith. This is the pastoral and theological center of the tablet. The opposition
between “profession and conduct” that runs through this section echoes one of the most persistent
critiques in sacred literature: Isaiah’s condemnation of those who “draw near with their lips while
their hearts are far from” God (Isaiah 29:13), Jesus’ warning about those who say “Lord, Lord”
but do not the will of the Father (Matthew 7:21), the Qur’anic rebuke of those whose words and
deeds contradict each other (Q. 61:2-3). In each case, the critique is addressed not to outsiders
but to insiders — to those who possess the language of faith and use it to deceive. Baha’u’llah’s
language of sorrow rather than anger is itself a form of moral instruction: the correct response to
betrayal is not retaliation but grief, not condemnation but a prayer for repentance.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 195



Vol. 91: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1306 A.H. (1888-1889) part IV Appendix

Questions for Reflection

1.

Baha’u’llah writes that “in these days there hath come to pass from those who claim to love
Him that which hath not come to pass from His enemies.” What is the specific moral danger
that insider betrayal poses that outside opposition does not, and how does this pattern repeat
across the history of religious communities?

. The tablet frames the remedy for communal betrayal as “drinking from the cup of detach-

ment.” How does detachment function as a cure for the tendency to use a cause for personal
advancement? Compare with the Buddhist teaching on non-attachment and the Stoic concept
of apatheia.

BHO00773 calls on the community to “be steadfast brothers upon the thrones of unity.” The
image of a throne of unity is paradoxical: thrones are usually seats of individual power. What
does the plural, shared throne suggest about Baha’u’llah’s model of community?

The statement “deeds and character are the helpers and supporters of God” makes human
moral formation the instrument of divine action in the world. How does this compare with
classical theologies of grace and free will — Augustinian, Pelagian, Calvinist, and Islamic
accounts of tawfig (divine assistance)?

Baha'u’llah expresses “evident sorrow” at the conduct of those who claim to follow Him.
What is the theological significance of a Manifestation of God feeling sorrow, and how does
this compare with the “grief of the Holy Spirit” in Christian theology (Ephesians 4:30) and
the divine pathos (nichum) in the Hebrew prophets?

The Spiritual Logic of Martyrdom

Key Passages

By your life! This is a bounty from God, the Mighty, the Exalted, unto those of
steadfastness and acceptance. Were it not for their oppression, how would the martyrs
attain this supreme station and ultimate goal? And were it not for their wretchedness,
how would the sincere ones achieve this mighty station and wise remembrance? If
the oppressors knew that through their tyranny the sincere ones attain to lofty ranks
and sublime stations, they would not commit such acts. But because they cling to this
transient world and fleeting pleasures, and are heedless of the enduring sovereignty, they
imagine death to be the ultimate harm, and thereby, despite themselves, they harm the
friends. — BHO00226

Hussein was condemned to martyrdom by the divines of his age, even as in this age they
have condemned his Lord. The Books of God lament the oppression of the divines of
that age and of this age, but ears are prevented from hearing. Preserve thou the pearl
of the love of God in the treasury of thy heart, then conceal it from the eyes of the
treacherous ones. — BHO00019

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 196



Vol. 91: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1306 A.H. (1888-1889) part IV Appendix

Context for Study

BHO00226 offers one of the most compact and theologically precise meditations on martyrdom in
the Baha’i corpus. Its central claim is paradoxical: the persecutor, by attempting to destroy the
believer, actually elevates him. The oppressor imagines that death is “the ultimate harm” and
thereby, “despite himself,” confers the ultimate gift. This is not a counsel of passive acceptance
of injustice but a disclosure of the deeper logic of sacred history: the persecutor, enslaved to “this
transient world,” cannot see that what he destroys is merely the temporal, and that what he
produces in the process — steadfastness, sacrifice, the seal of ultimate fidelity — is imperishable.
The parallel with Imam Hussain’s martyrdom at Karbala (61 A.H.) is explicit: the same structural
logic that produced the tragedy of Karbala — divines condemning the one who embodies what
they profess to honor — is repeated in the Baha’i persecutions. This places the contemporary
believers within the great arc of Shi’i mourning and remembrance, transforming their suffering into
participation in the most sacred story of the tradition they had left. The counsel to “preserve the
pearl of love in the treasury of the heart” and conceal it from the treacherous deepens the teaching:
the inner life is the only domain that the persecutor cannot touch, and it must be tended with
especial care precisely because it is where the only enduring treasure resides.

Questions for Reflection

1. Baha’u’llah argues that the persecutor “despite himself” helps the one he persecutes. Is this a
theodicy — an explanation of why God permits suffering — or a psychological and historical
observation? What is the difference, and why does it matter?

2. The claim that the oppressor cannot see the “enduring sovereignty” because he clings to “this
transient world” is a classic distinction between temporal and eternal value. How does this
compare with Paul’s “light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory
that far outweighs them all” (2 Corinthians 4:17) and with Sufi accounts of fana’ as the
precondition of baga’ (subsistence in God)?

3. The parallel between Hussain at Karbala and the martyrs of the Baha’i Faith places these
deaths in an explicitly Shi’i framework of sacred memory. How does this intertextual move
function for a community that has left formal Shi’i observance? What does it preserve, and
what does it transform?

4. The injunction to “conceal the pearl of love from the treacherous ones” introduces the theme
of esoteric reserve — protecting the inner life from hostile scrutiny. How does this compare
with the Qur’anic concept of tagiyya (precautionary concealment) and with the Christian
tradition of arcane discipline?

5. How does the theology of martyrdom in this volume relate to the practical counsel about
wisdom and moderation in teaching seen in volumes 88 and 897 Is there a tension between
accepting the risk of martyrdom and practicing prudential restraint?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

Volume 91 reveals the Baha’i community as a network of named individuals, each held in
Baha'u’llah’s awareness from His prison, each tested by the same demands — integrity over
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profession, endurance over comfort, detachment over personal advantage. The communal crisis
in Istanbul becomes a lens through which to see the same failure that has characterized every
religious community when it substitutes the claim of allegiance for the practice of it. The martyrs
of this period become, in Baha'u’llah’s telling, paradoxical beneficiaries of the persecution that
was meant to silence them. And the practice of naming — of inscribing each person permanently
in the divine remembrance — constitutes a counter-archive to the archive of persecution: one
removes names from the records of the living; the other inscribes them in a record that cannot be
effaced.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: How does the experience of
being “named before God” — of having one’s existence recognized and inscribed at
the level of the eternal — transform what is at stake in the choices of everyday spiritual
and moral life, and what demands does this recognition place on the person who has
received it?
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