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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

iv



‘Abdu’l-Baha

I. Pre- and early ministry

108. Pre-ministry letters and writings (before June 1892)
109. The Secret of Divine Civilization (1875)
110. A Traveller’s Narrative (ca. 1886)

111. Letters and utterances in the year 1892
112. Letters and utterances in the year 1893
113. Letters and utterances in the year 1894
114. Letters and utterances in the year 1895
115. Letters and utterances in the year 1896
116-117. Letters and utterances in the year 1897 I-11
118. Letters and utterances in the year 1898
119. Letters and utterances in the year 1899

120-122. Letters and utterances in the year 1900 I-II1
123-124. Letters and utterances in the year 1901 I-II
125-126. Letters and utterances in the year 1902 I-II
127-129. Letters and utterances in the year 1903 I-III
130-131. Letters and utterances in the year 1904 I-11
132. Some Answered Questions, 1906-1907

133-134. Letters and utterances in the year 1905 I-11
135-136. Letters and utterances in the year 1906 I-1I
137-138. Letters and utterances in the year 1907 I-1I
139-140. Letters and utterances in the year 1908 I-1I
141-144. Letters and utterances in the year 1909 I-IV

II. Travels to Egypt and the West
145-146. Letters and utterances in the year 1910 I-1I
147-149. Letters and utterances in the year 1911 I-IIT
150-156. Letters and utterances in the year 1912 I-VII
157. Letters and utterances, Dec. 1912 — Jan. 1913
158-162. Letters and utterances in the year 1913 I-V

ITI. Late ministry
163-166. Letters and utterances in the year 1914 I-IV
167-168. Letters and utterances in the year 1915 I-11

169. Memorials of the Faithful (1916)
170. Letters and utterances in the year 1916
171. Letters and utterances in the years 1917-1918

172-175. Letters and utterances in the year 1919 I-IV
176-177. Letters and utterances in the year 1920 I-1I
178-179. Letters and utterances in the year 1921 I-1I

180-192. Letters and utterances of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, undated, I-XIII

Index of sources

193. Partial inventory and subject index
194. Index by source codes






Introduction to volume 93

This first volume from 1307/1889-1890 is marked above all by an intensifying Covenantal crisis in
the closing years of Baha'u’llah’s life, yet its prevailing voice is not merely polemical. Again and
again, the Tablets interpret opposition, calumny, and betrayal as a test that reveals the true moral
foundations of the Cause: trustworthiness, truthfulness, steadfastness, justice, and praiseworthy
conduct. Several pieces—among them BH01209, BH01016, BH01086, BH03806, and BH07430—
return to the exposure of hidden treachery, the denunciation of greed and misappropriation, and
the vindication of loyal believers such as the Afnan and Varqa. What gives these Tablets their
particular late-‘Akka character is that the crisis is persistently transmuted into ethical counsel: the
answer to internal corruption is not only firmness, but the reassertion of a recognizably Baha'i
social ethos grounded in sincerity, rectitude, and love.

Within that broad pattern, several items stand out. BH00461 is especially significant for the way it
combines multiple registers at once: it rebukes Shi’i and Babi opponents, answers specific slanders
about revelation, gives practical instructions, and then expands into a striking proclamation to Jews
and Christians. Its evocation of Sinai, the Burning Bush, Zion, and Jerusalem is one of the volume’s
clearest expressions of Baha’u’llah’s universal address, and it also restates the principle that the
Cause is advanced not by violence or worldly power but by “goodly character and seemly conduct.”
BHO01375 offers another memorable late text, meditating on the blessedness of the Holy Land and
on the incapacity of human thanksgiving before the divine bounty; it thus complements the more
embattled Tablets by placing the community’s struggles within a sacral geography centered on
the land of ‘Akka. BHO01778 is notable for its sustained consolatory treatment of loss, mortality,
and what truly endures, contrasting biological descent and worldly wealth with the permanence of
revealed verses and righteous deeds. BH04620, in turn, is distinguished by its elevated cosmological
praise of the Manifestation, presenting creation itself as ordered and vivified through the advent of
the divine Sun.

Taken together, the volume shows Baha’u’llah addressing a community under strain, but doing so
in a way that repeatedly widens the horizon beyond immediate controversy. Alongside the personal
notes, travel instructions, and responses to local disputes are reaffirmations of the universality of
revelation (BH03452), calls to teaching and service (BH02192, BH05227), brief but potent prayers
and benedictions (for example BH07357, BHO7987, BH10279), and repeated assurances that what
is fleeting will pass while what is grounded in the divine Word endures. The result is a volume in
which late pastoral correspondence, covenantal clarification, and universal proclamation are tightly
interwoven: the moral purification of the Baha’i community, the exposure of false claimants, and
the summons to all peoples appear not as separate concerns, but as different aspects of a single
closing vision of the Cause.
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in , ,.....u L’,_/" LJ://—/ L}’”/ﬂ/ ‘—’/ﬁ‘“’
Istanbul

Date: 1307-01-02 [1889-Aug-29]
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He is God, exalted be His glory, the most great!

2 Praise be unto the Desired One, Who befitteth distinction
through His most exalted Word between the loved ones and
the enemies, and Who hath made manifest both the treachery
of wandering eyes and the secrets concealed in hearts. This
is the Day of this blessed verse, blessed and exalted be His
Word: “O my son! If there be the weight of a mustard-seed
and it be in a rock, or in the heavens, or in the earth, God will
bring it forth.” Praise be unto Him, then praise be unto Him,
Who hath distinguished the holy and sanctified garments from
the garments of treacherous and lying souls, that the posses-
sors of vision, justice and fairness might witness the deeds and
actions of those endowed with trustworthiness and godliness,
and those who are lost and immoral. Truth and righteousness
remain not concealed but shine forth like unto the sun. How
great is the loss of those souls who, for the baubles of this
world, have forsaken trustworthiness, truth and sincerity, and
have clung to falsehood and calumny.

Prayers and peace be upon the Lord of Messengers and Guide
of Ways, through Whom God’s signs and ordinances were
spread among His creation, and upon His family and com-
panions, through whom the mysteries of the Book were made
manifest and that which was hidden from those possessed of
understanding was brought forth.

The letters of that beloved of the heart arrived. Praise be
to God, whatsoever was recorded therein was illumined and
adorned with the light of truth and sincerity. Divine power
hath made manifest the wickedness of treacherous souls.
Though they imagined they had concealed it, yet those very
assembled souls themselves and others bear witness to the
lies and treachery of those repositories of rancor, hatred and
calumny. The servant beseecheth his Lord to reveal unto all
their deeds and actions. Verily, He is powerful over all things.
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Concerning the presence of my beloved, Jinab-i-Nazir, upon
him be God’s peace and loving-kindness, as soon as they wrote,
they were summoned by telegraph to proceed in that direc-
tion. Regarding what was written about Aga Muhammad-
Javad of the people of Sad, upon him be God’s peace, who
sent a letter to Siyyid Mustafa about the actions of certain
known individuals - the aforementioned Siyyid wrote a letter
to Aga Muhammad-Javad, and according to reports, they too
have written him a reply. What they mentioned in their re-
ply consisted of things they had heard from the companions
and related, for whoever arrives becomes aware of those souls’
misdeeds before meeting this servant. However, these matters
need not cause distress. The falsehood of those souls is clear
and evident to your honor. They have committed that which
hath no likeness or parallel.

The servant beseecheth his Lord to assist you with the hosts
of the seen and unseen, and to protect you from the evil of
the liars and calumniators. Praise be to God that just as the
lies and calumnies of those souls were exposed, so too was
made manifest and evident the truth of the honored master,
his honor the Afnan, upon him be 9 66 [Baha’u’llah] the Most
Glorious, and that beloved one. The purpose of the honored
Afnan’s visit to that land was to engage in commerce. At
present, prudence in affairs is necessary until the government
is assured. After presenting these matters, they said: “You
have been and are with the truth. With complete confidence
and joy, and trusting in God, hold fast to that which will set
things aright. This decree is manifest, and in His grasp is the
Kingdom of all things. He doeth what He willeth and ordaineth
what He desireth.”

O Trustee! Be not disturbed, fear not. God willing, you shall
attain to that which is good. Move forward with perfect joy,
delight and strength. We beseech Him to assist you with His
means, power and sovereignty. Verily, He is the All-Bountiful,
the Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

God willing, truth shall be made manifest and shall not re-
main concealed. Yet one is astonished at souls who, without
cause and merely out of greed, avarice and passion, cling to
all manner of evil and emerge thus. Glory be to God! Love
of transient ornaments hath so seized them that they have be-
come utterly deprived of human qualities. We seek refuge in
God! O my Lord! Protect us and Thy servants through Thy
generosity and bounty. Verily, Thou art the most powerful of
the powerful and the most generous of the generous.
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Regarding what you wrote about staying or returning to Iran or
proceeding to the intended destination, they said: “At present
you must remain in that land. Movement is not permitted.
This is better for thee and a treasure for thee with God, the
Lord of the mighty throne.”

All the friends are occupied day and night in remembrance of
that beloved one. News of the treachery and turning away of
the unfaithful hath reached various regions. Some have become
greatly enkindled. It is hoped that the final outcome of matters
will end in the greatest joy. Verily, God is the Strong, the
Triumphant, the Powerful.

The Branches of the Blessed Tree, each one of them, make men-
tion of your honor, as do the people of the pavilion of chastity
and the loved ones of the prison land. Praise be to God, you
have been and are mentioned by all. Peace, remembrance and
glory be upon you, upon those who love you, and upon God’s
sincere servants.

The servant 5 Muharram 1307
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To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aqa), in Port Said

Date: 1307-01-09 [1889-Sep-5]

He is God, exalted be His station, His grandeur and His power!

Praise be to God, your well-being, patience, steadfastness, ec-
stasy, attraction and spiritual rapture have given rise to a joy
and delight without parallel. The tongues of all those present,
of the pilgrims and travelers, are engaged in offering praise
and thanksgiving to that luminous point of the heart. This is
a great bounty, a mighty feast and a momentous glad-tiding.
This servant, clinging to the hem of His mercy and holding fast
to the cord of His grace, beseecheth his Lord to open before
your face the gates of all good things. Verily He is the Fulfiller
of needs, the Revealer of verses and the Manifestor of clear
proofs. There is no God but Him, the Lord of all names and
attributes. I beseech Him, exalted be He, by His Prophets and
Messengers, and by Him through Whom God united the hearts
of His servants, revealed His sovereignty, made Himself known
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to all and taught them the word of His oneness, whereby the
foundation of religion and God’s mighty Cause were made firm
- and by His family and companions, the lions of warfare among
mankind and the daysprings of His power and sovereignty in
the realm of creation, through whom His straight path was
made manifest and the gate of grace and bounty was opened
to all in the heavens and on earth - to assist His Afnan in
that which He loveth and is pleased with, and to aid him with
the hosts of the seen and the unseen. Verily He is the Lord
of creation, there is no God but Him, the One Who through
His exalted Word hath power over all things, and He is the
Commander of whatsoever He willeth and the Ruler in the
beginning and in the end.

The blessed Tablet which in truth was a crown upon the brow
of the receptive and fair-minded ones arrived and opened the
gates of joy, delight and gladness before the face of this evanes-
cent servant - an opening that shall know no closing nor reach
an end. After its reading and perusal, I approached the Pres-
ence and attained the honor of His hearing. He said: “Praise be
to God that in these days when grief over the deeds and words
of the claimants to love hath encompassed all, mention of the
Afnan, upon him be My glory and loving-kindness, is the cause
of joy, delight and gladness. We beseech God, exalted be He,
to guide His servants thereby and to give to drink therefrom
the Living Waters to all in His lands, and through it to spread
abroad His traces.” O Afnan! Upon thee be the peace of God,
His mercy and His loving-kindness. The smoke mentioned in
the Book of God hath seemingly appeared in these days. The
fire of greed, lust, passion and calumny hath so seized the op-
pressive and slanderous souls that its smoke hath darkened the
realm of justice and truthfulness. God shall soon seize them
through His sovereignty. He, verily, is the severest of avengers.
Convey My remembrances to the son who hath ever been and
still is remembered. God willing, may they engage with joy
and fragrance in that which is accounted as worship. May not
the tribulations of exile sadden him, for he dwelleth nearby and
thus the ruling of homeland applieth to him. Convey greetings
from the Wronged One to the loved ones in that land. Each
one is mentioned in the presence of the Wronged One. We be-
seech God to ordain for them that which will draw them nigh
unto Him in all conditions. He, verily, is the Self-Sufficient,
the Most Exalted.

Thus endeth what was revealed. His is the praise, the bounty,
the grace and the glory. In all conditions the honored Afnan,
upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of God, is mentioned
in the Presence and is the recipient of special favors. If the
false claimants would not cause distress and would not commit

ol ;‘Q‘MSJS\ od 5 W ﬁ«:\% :ﬁ”
Sod ale?) 5 T e s o) Al )y ol
G alale 5 )8 Glie 5 o) G S
s il bl b o LEV ol
5 Ol 3 e o sl Jadl ol
3P oz b Jo als) 25 b g,V
A Sl gl 5l y Lol 552 0ic
RN o AR WP (RN
Sl 5 el G T 55l b de WY1 s

STl ;;., Tl Sealizay (s

S b i3 8 Qe SHbe B
5 A Pl s e 0 dale 5 ke
3558 3B sl o s 1y s s S
S day s s Oy g )y Gt 85528
4oy fl.n\ 0348 r\fu Aab odalie 5 53
B sisgnp 8 Sl ol Ot 5 2 (2 0
Olsde JI31 5 JLE1 O 8 pLI o s 4
Gl Gl ade 031 KB 0548 ablal ot
s &l Joud Sk bl 5 Compr 5 23 e
G o Ol IS 4 ety 03ke 4 4 O
5 A Sl e LI )BT 25x 45 033k
LS A OB 5o ST s ey e
sk oo ey oL ol 55 hosebs
e:fi&\b%_ﬂi»"dlbwﬁ&é-)s}a
osfoj\)dwjdxebﬂus&m
Cooell 421 4l allaby Bl (2dsl B
Cund 9 039 );-:\ﬂ d\)y QY\ &3 uﬁﬁ
NS adliys dgnte 0l 5 g dbls L)
e |y ol &y o Sl Gt s Cosle
by S W cadS Ll 55 8 4 Al
ellie 3511 o2 O sl o)l O
Jod 5550 pillan 55 (K il o3l

W) e b otk 01

510 gt dlel) ) 1 J1 1 S
Qj&d‘f-‘@@)béw\jw‘};w\
oy 48 Oleds $1 56 apyaz cla

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 4



Vol. 93: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1307 A.H. (1889-1890) part I

BH01158

that which grieveth him - I beseech Him to protect your honor
from their evil and their schemes. Verily He witnesseth and
seeth, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. His Will hath
prevailed over the wills of His creation, and His Purpose hath
encompassed all who are in the heavens and on earth.

As for the matter of the tea, it arrived in accordance with the
blessed letter and truly it was good and desirable and attained
the honor of acceptance. For some time tea of such excellence
had not been seen. At the time of its use, they mentioned
concerning the honored Afnan of China, upon him be 966 [the
Glory of God]|, that which the treasures of the world cannot
equal. In truth, it is the Most Great Favor and the Supreme
Grace - the confirmation of the Purpose of all worlds - that He
hath aided him in a service whose reward and fruit are lasting
and eternal, having no end. For from such matters as these the
fragrance of love and devotion is diffused, and thus it was and
is worthy of mention and fitting to be declared. His honor had
also from the early days of the Cause turned towards it and
attained the honor of the presence and meeting. They have
acknowledged and confessed that which hath shone forth and
risen from the horizon of God’s Will, the Lord of the worlds.
This servant beseecheth his Lord to preserve his honor and aid
them. Verily He is the Helper, the Almighty, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

I convey greetings to those present, especially to the honored
Afnan and the son - upon them be the peace of God and His
loving-kindness. For each one I seek the waters of the All-
Merciful’s mercy and heavenly sustenance. Verily He fulfilleth
the needs of all who ask. Glory and remembrance and praise
be upon your honor and upon the son and upon those who love
you and upon God’s unified servants. And praise be to God,
the Lord of the worlds.

7 The servant 9 Muharram 1307
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To: Mirza Muhammad A F Sh, in Yazd

Date: 1307-01-09 [1889-Sep-5]

He is the All-Witnessing, the All-Informed ! Jal)) 9

The Book proclaims: O peoples of the various sects! By the life
of the All-Bestowing One, the Day of Return has come! Cast
aside what you possess and take what you are commanded by
God, the Lord of all men. Beware lest the veils of glory prevent
you or the might of the people of error frighten you. Turn
with radiant faces, trusting in God, the Lord of Lords. Say:
O people of the Bayan! Be fair in judging God’s proof and
His evidence, His glory and His grandeur and His sovereignty.
Beware lest you follow those who have violated God’s covenant
and testament and denied what has been sent down from the
heaven of His grace upon His servants. Fear the All-Merciful
and be not of the people of error. Thus warbles the dove of
knowledge upon the branches, as a grace from God, the Lord of
all beings. When you attain unto God’s tablet and its influence,
say: Glory be to Thee, O my God! I am Thy servant, who has
turned to Thee, detached from all else but Thee. I beseech
Thee by Thy grace which has encompassed all existence, both
seen and unseen, and by Thy supreme favor through which the
ocean of names has surged, and by Thy Name through which
Thou hast subdued the hearts of all in the kingdom of creation,
to make me one of those whom the attraction of Thy call has so
seized that they arose before all faces and said: “We have heard
the call from the Most Exalted Horizon and have turned unto
it. We testify that this Day is His Day and this Revelation
His Revelation. He is the One Who was treasured from all
eternity and concealed from all eyes. When the promise came
to pass, He manifested Himself with the truth. The servants
denied Him and turned away from Him and opposed Him with
such injustice as caused the mountains to crumble. Blessed is
the servant who has attained to the knowledge of God and the
Manifestation of His Self, and woe to every heedless doubter.”
God has heard your call and answered you with a tablet that
has shone forth from its horizon the light of your Lord’s loving-
kindness, the Lord of all men. The glory from Us be upon you
and upon those whom neither the doubts of the Pharaohs nor
the hints of the tyrants prevented - they heard and believed in
God, the Lord of the beginning and the return.
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To: Muhammad Bagir Khalajabads
Date: 1307-01-09 [1889-Sep-5]

He is the One Who gazeth from His Most Exalted Horizon.

O thou who hast held fast to the cord of My loving-kindness
and clung to the hem of My mercy! Hear My call from the
precincts of the Prison. Verily, there is none other God but
Me, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Thy letters were received
and each attained unto a hearing. Praise be to God, thou hast
been blessed with the bounty of recognizing God - exalted be
His glory - which is the greatest bounty in the world, and thou
art steadfast in serving His Cause. The Fiery Phoenix hath
delivered what thou didst send unto him, and it was adorned
with the ornament of acceptance. Verily thy Lord is the All-
Bountiful, the Most Generous. Say:

Glory be unto Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Name
through which Thou hast power over all things, and glory be
unto Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy most excel-
lent Names and most exalted Attributes to make me a servant
of Thy Cause and one who acteth according to what Thou
hast revealed in Thy Book, and one who maketh mention of
Thy Name until my days end with attaining Thy presence and
meeting Thee. Verily Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou
willest and the Sovereign over all who are in the heavens and
on earth.
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Istanbul
Date: 1307-01-15 [1889-Sep-11]

He is God - exalted be His glory, His greatness and His power!

The Books, Psalms, Scriptures and Tablets have testified to
God’s oneness and singleness, and to the sanctification of His
Essence and the exaltation of His Being above all else. The
servant acknowledgeth what God hath sent down from before
and after, and what hath been revealed in His perspicuous
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Book, and confesseth what hath been uttered by the tongues
of His Messengers and His near-favored ones. And prayers
and peace be upon His Beloved and His Chosen One, through
Whom He hath manifested His power and His sovereignty, and
sent down His verses and revealed His clear proofs, and upon
His family and companions, through whom He subdued the
world and drew the hearts of the nations - prayers that are
everlasting, through which the fragrance of His utterance is
wafted amongst His servants and the sweet perfume of His
bounty throughout His lands.

The beloved letter arrived and gladdened the sorrowful heart
with news of the health, wellbeing and steadfastness of the hon-
ored Mr. Afnan, upon him be the peace of the All-Merciful,
and that blessed being. The One God is witness that mention
of the friends and loved ones brings joy and delight. After
being informed, I approached the Presence and presented it.
He said: “It is clear and evident to every fair-minded and
insightful person and every knowledgeable and informed one
that there has been and is no purpose except the betterment,
love, harmony, kindness and unity of hearts and souls. We
have ever counseled all to trustworthiness, religious devotion,
truthfulness and sincerity. Some accepted, while others were
prevented from the word of truth by the fire of greed, passion,
avarice and transgression. Praise be to God, the deeds of ev-
ery soul bear witness to it. The secrets of hearts and their
hidden thoughts, as well as the treachery of eyes, are all man-
ifest and visible. This Wronged One beseeches God, exalted
be His glory, for that which leads to success and prosperity.
Assuredly, whatever has appeared and will appear stems from
the requirements of consummate wisdom. However, victory
and triumph in all conditions belong to His assured servants,
those who have no fear nor are they grieved.”

The honored Afnan, upon him be God’s care and grace,
was present and mentioned before Him. We beseech God to
strengthen him, make him successful, assist him, protect him
and ordain for him what benefits him. Verily He knows him
better than he knows himself and He is the All-Bountiful, the
Generous.

O Amin, grieve not over anything or what has passed of orna-
ments. Praise be to God, your truthfulness, trustworthiness
and honesty are clear and evident to all, and the condition of
those who have clung to lies, calumny and treachery is also ap-
parent and visible. Every fair one is aware and every just one
bears witness - indeed those souls themselves are aware of each
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other’s state, but the fire of greed and avarice has intervened
and deprived them of trustworthiness and truth. What you
mentioned was heard with acceptance. God willing, mention
of those souls will flow from the Pen and be sent. We beseech
God in all conditions to assist you and not withhold from you
His grace, mercy, generosity and bestowal. Verily He is the
Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Glory be to God! Souls who have so clearly betrayed the prop-
erty of the servants and who speak calumnies still claim truth-
fulness, sincerity and righteousness. The leader of that peo-
ple is Shaykh Muhammad, than whom there exists none more
wicked in the world. The cause of these matters and the unity
of those souls has been and is the wrongful consumption of peo-
ple’s property. We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to
judge with justice, and He is the Commander, the Wise.

Regarding what was written about Ardikan, it was seen and
according to your beloved request it shall be done. They men-
tioned Mr. Muhammad Isma’il, upon him be God’s peace, who
has arrived in that land. They were with him for some time.
Praise be to God, they are aware of some of that heedless one’s
affairs. The servant asks his Lord to strengthen and assist him
that he may make known to the people the calumnies of that
heedless and remote one, and his deeds and conditions. Verily
He has power over all things. This servant conveys greetings
to them and asks God to make them successful in that which
causes the exaltation of being.

As for the letter from the honored brother Master Ali Akbar,
upon him be God’s peace, which was sent - it has been seen.
A reply to him will be written and dispatched. Whatever that
beloved one wrote is being considered. God willing, he shall
succeed in accordance with what He loves and is pleased with.
I beseech God, exalted be His glory, that all may be enabled to
perform good deeds and manifest praiseworthy conduct, that
their names may endure in goodness forever. Permission has
also been granted for that mentioned person - write and inform
him. However, the details of the treacheries of the unfaithful
ones must also be mentioned so that one who intends to turn
toward [the Cause] may be aware.

O my God, my Aim, my Object of Worship! Protect Thy sheep
from the wolves of the earth, and adorn praiseworthy conduct
with its finest ornament, that all may find their station and be-
come aware of its fruits. For if Thou grant awareness, treach-
ery will be transformed into trustworthiness, falsehood into
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truthfulness, and oppression into justice. O Generous One!
Thy mercy hath preceded all and Thy generosity hath encom-
passed all. Let not the daysprings of darkness prevail over the
dawning-places of justice. Verily Thou art the All-Bountiful,
the Strong, the Powerful. There is no God but Thee, the Single,
the One, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

All the loved ones send their greetings, and likewise do others.
In truth, they make mention with perfect love and affection.
We beseech God to create an effect in the remembrances of
His chosen ones and His loved ones. Verily He is the Fulfiller
of the needs of all who ask, and praise be to God, for He is the
Lord of all the worlds. Peace and remembrance and praise be
upon you and upon those who are with you and who love you,
and upon God’s righteous servants.

The servant 20 Muharram 1307
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To: Aga Muhammad Rida Nahhas, in Nazareth
Date: 1307-01-15 [1889-Sep-11]

He is God - exalted be His glory, majesty and power!

Praise be to God Who hath adorned these lands with His Most
Great Remembrance in His Book, which He hath made a light,
an honor and a guidance for all peoples. These lands have
been designated by the Most Exalted Pen as the Holy Land,
and God hath exalted them through this remembrance among
His cities and domains. He hath manifested from them His
bounties and favors, which hearts and minds are powerless to
reckon. Exalted is the Generous One, the Revealer of this
mighty grace!

And blessings and peace be upon His unlettered Prophet, the
Eternal Light and Everlasting Manifestation, through Whom
the ocean of knowledge surged and the nightingale of remem-
brance warbled upon the highest branches. And upon His fam-
ily and companions, whom God made the manifestations of
His most beautiful names and the dawning-places of His most
exalted attributes. Through them appeared God’s might, and
His all-encompassing power and everlasting sovereignty held
sway. Through them the countenance of knowledge smiled
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and the manifestations of Satan wailed - blessings that are
sanctified from all else and befitting the court of His chosen
ones.

And thereafter, your letters and writings - those pages of love
and joy - were received, and each was a key to unlock the
gates of gladness, delight, happiness and elation, for they were
adorned with the mention of God, exalted be His glory, and
likewise embellished with glad tidings of the health and well-
being of the friends in that land and of your honor. In all
conditions, it behooveth man to render, with a hundred thou-
sand tongues, a hundred thousand thanks and praises.

You mentioned some of the outward bounties, such as the
power of hearing and sight and other physical senses. Yet even
this outward sight hath an inner sight, and that sight hath yet
another sight. Were the bounties of God and the signs that
evidence His outward favor to reveal their true stations, man
would observe with clear certainty that even if all the atoms
of the universe were to become tongues and attempt to render
thanks for His bounties bestowed in but a single moment, they
would fail to do so. Shaykh Saadi, may God’s mercy rest upon
him, hath well said - yet it is evident that the hidden, estab-
lished stations are far beyond what the bird of utterance can
reach in its flight or what the faculty of comprehension can
grasp and know. He said that in every breath that goeth in,
life is sustained, and when it cometh out, it refresheth the soul.
Thus in every breath lie two bounties, and for every bounty
thanksgiving is due [...] Yet in truth, in every breath a hundred
thousand bounties exist and are manifest, and each bounty
deserveth a hundred thousand praises and thanks. Who can
soar in this atmosphere or open his tongue in His mention and
praise?

; In all conditions, the fair-minded observe themselves to be pow-

erless and wanting. Yet this hath yielded one great blessing,
namely that the Intended One hath accepted these expressions
of powerlessness and confession of shortcoming, and hath reck-
oned them as worship. This bounty itself requireth a hundred
thousand million thanks. The knowledge is with God.

In any case, the letter of that beloved of the heart, your ver-
bal and written mentions, and other remembrances - all were
repeatedly read and mentioned, and the palate of hope was
sweetened. God willing, may the sweetness of these repetitions
take hold of all. It was said before that whatever is repeated
becomes more fragrant. Indeed, each of your mentions was
like repeated sugar, Indian sugar, Egyptian candy, and royal
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grapes. Nay, your grapes, which are your mentions, excel those
grapes a hundred thousand times. God willing, may they be
aided in all conditions and assisted in that which causeth the
manifestation of the stations of truth, purity, generosity and
bounty. Verily our Lord, the All-Merciful, is the Helper, the
Supporter, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

As to your mention of His Eminence Effendi, may God, blessed
and exalted be He, strengthen him, and your recording of his
known virtues - this was noted. I beseech God, exalted be
His glory, and hope that He will aid each one to preserve the
resplendent Law and the glory of the station of “were it not for
thee,” concerning which was revealed “were it not for thee, I
would not have created the celestial spheres.” In any case, that
land is blessed. Surely divine treasures have appeared and will
appear from it, and it has been and is the repository of God’s
friends. We beseech God to make the people of divine unity the
standards of His guidance and [...]Praised be His remembrance
among His lands and His servants. Verily He heareth and seeth
and answereth, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.

The relatives of that beloved of hearts - praise be to God -
are well and safe. The blessed Branches and the people of the
pavilion of infallibility all send their greetings, make mention
of you, and express their loving-kindness. Peace and mercy
and glory rest upon you and upon the righteous servants of

God.
The servant 15 Muharram 1307

KWwﬂQMAjﬁbjéﬂsj
ol s UT)\ a; )‘jh-\aa a5 & ﬁ
5 2l s il ma AL sl
Sblie s o § o1, w2l 3
oM, Ol Cllas 2t 5 L 5 Guoo
S el 11 sl

9 J)L‘f 4‘})\ Ov;‘ s C)f»;\ &'\
Lol OGypme il 5 dspep L dlw
sl Uls 3> ) ad disde a5l 05
il p 450 1) K 8 LT, gl
G5 el SV plas By 1
023 O ok SV il L Y ol
5 oad alls O 51 b1 5sS adl cnSla
I in 5 035 Al Glsl 555 5 550
Sl s alis el dm ) o) Jat 01 )
SN @‘%‘G‘ osle (g osM G o3
) C:‘:J‘y";

Wl 5 e i a) S15 ol e €

Sobe bl 5 tlats 53 5 dslege o3
do 5 e S5 a5 Ul ssle s
RTINS

g Ceas Gl Jal 5 Sl Olas

VYV R 2 Ve ol

BLIB_ Or15736.052

BHO04620

To: Haji Mirza Musa Isfahani Sayyah, in Egypt
Date: 1307-01-15 [1889-Sep-11]

Praise be to God Who hath revealed Himself through His il-
luminating Name unto all created things. When the sun of
the outward and the inward rose from the highest horizon, the
world was adorned through the power of His grace and nurture
with trees, fruits, leaves, branches and boughs. He caused to
spring forth from the earth that which was treasured within
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it, entrusted to its mines, mountains, pillars and seas. FEx-
alted is the All-Wise Who hath ordered the world through the
manifestations that have appeared from the horizons of divine
gifts and favors, and through another Sun - the Sun of Truth,
the Light of Divinity, the Eternal Mystery, and the Ancient
Essence. Through it He hath caused to grow from hearts the
anemones of wisdom, the realities of knowledge, the mysteries
of love and affection, and the brilliant, illuminating, radiant
jewels.

Exalted is the All-Wise Who hath manifested the mysteries of
the Kingdom and the Realm of Might in the world of creation
as a token of His power and sovereignty, and as an evidence of
His grandeur and might. He hath placed the reins of existence,
both seen and unseen, in the grasp of Him Whom He hath
established in His own place, making Him the Dawning-Place
of His Cause, the Dayspring of His wisdom, the Repository of
His knowledge, and the Manifestation of His Self. Through
Him His Will and Purpose have become manifest, the ocean
of His knowledge hath surged amongst His servants, and the
breezes of His grace have wafted to quicken His creation and
His servants. Through Him the mystery of the letter K and
N was revealed, and the secret of the blessed words “Verily
we are God’s, and to Him shall we return” was made manifest.
Through Him the stations of the monotheists were elevated and
the ranks of the polytheists were brought low. He it is Whose
head God hath adorned with the crown of the exalted Word:
“But for Thee, I would not have created the spheres.” May
peace and blessings rest upon Him and upon the Hands of His
Cause, the guardians of His station, the helpers of His Faith,
and the watchers of His horizon - those servants through whom
God hath subdued the cities of hearts. He is the Almighty, the
Glorious, the Best-Beloved....

Praise be to God, thou hast been and art remembered in the
gathering of them that remember God and in the arena of them
that profess His unity. Thy remembrance brought to mind the
days of thy presence and renewed the covenant of faithfulness.
How excellent are the words: “The remembrance of friends
is auspicious to the Friend.” I beseech Him, exalted be His
glory, to open before thy face the doors of joy and gladness,
of bounty and blessing, with the key of the Most Great Name.
Verily God is the Hearing, the Answering, the All-Knowing,
the All-Seeing....
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To: Haji Muhammad Mihdi who has attained

Date: 1307-01-23 [1889-Sep-19]

He is the Hearer, the Answerer ey ct:.J\ 9

A Book which the Wronged One hath sent down to him who
hath believed in God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting, that
He might transform his sorrow into joy and acquaint him with
that which beseemeth him in the days of God, the Lord of
the worlds. Grieve not over what hath befallen thee. There
hath befallen Us that which hath caused all things to lament,
as attesteth He with Whom is the perspicuous Book. I bear
witness that thou hast migrated unto God and hast attained
unto that which was recorded by the Most Exalted Pen in the
Books of thy Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. We
desire to console thee and comfort thee in what hath befallen
thee, that thou mayest be content with what hath appeared
from God’s decree and destiny, and be of the patient ones.
Verily thy Lord is the Concealer - all are commanded by Him -
and He is the All-Patient - all are bidden to manifest beautiful
patience.

In the Persian tongue, hearken unto the call of the Wronged
One. He, verily, will aid thee to be patient and forbearing,
and will open before thy face the gates of submission and con-
tentment. The vicissitudes of the world, its changes, and the
evanescence of all things are each a manifest counselor for them
that possess sight and gaze toward the Most Sublime Vision.

Where are the Pharaohs of the earth and its mighty ones?
Where are the tyrants of the lands and their men? Where
are they who confined all matters to harming the servants?
Where are they through whose tyranny the standard of justice
was reversed and the people of the cities of virtue and unity
did lament? Where are their current commands and their oper-
ative decrees? Where are the treasures amassed through greed
and passion, in which the people of iniquity and lewdness re-
joiced? God hath turned their hopes into affliction and their
wealth into punishment. Where are their lofty palaces and
their elevated, adorned houses? Where are they whom wealth
and children occupied, keeping them from a goodly end and
final outcome? God hath brought them down from palaces to
graves. Take heed, O ye who possess vision!

5 Reflect upon the Seal of the Prophets - may the spirit of all
else be sacrificed for His sake. He had five male children who
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ascended, whereupon the idolaters began to gloat. And when
He remained without issue, they called Him - God forbid -
“abtar” (cut off). Then this verse was revealed: “Verily, it is
thy enemy who is cut off.” At that same time this blessed verse
was revealed: “Wealth and children are an adornment of the
life of this world, but the things that endure, good deeds, are
better in thy Lord’s sight for reward, and better for hope.”

i Today, whosoever hath attained unto a single word from the

words of the Most Exalted Pen is independent of all that hath
been limited by names. The love of children is for the sake of
perpetuating one’s name and mention, and this is contingent
upon their being righteous, not wicked. And a good end is
unknown and uncertain, and even that, according to outward
appearances, hath not been and is not lasting, by virtue of
the blessed words “Verily we are God’s, and to Him shall we
return.” However, divine verses revealed in the name of any
soul are immortalized in the Book - they do not change or
alter, they have been and ever shall be eternal and everlasting.
Praise be to God, thou hast repeatedly attained unto verses
and been honored by the traces of the Most Exalted Pen.

Say: My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having guided
me and illumined my heart with the light of Thy knowledge.
I beseech Thee, O God of Names, by Thy Will that hath en-
compassed all existence both seen and unseen, and by Thy
Name whereby Thou hast subdued hearts and minds, and by
the waves of the ocean of Thy bounty and the splendors of the
Day-Star of Thy grace, to make me content with what is with
Thee, nay rather, grateful for what hath been sent down from
Thy decree. By Thy might, O God of the world and Goal of
the nations! I love naught but what Thou lovest and desire
naught but what Thou desirest. Ordain for me from Thy Most
Exalted Pen the good of the world to come and of this world.
There is no God but Thee, the Most Mighty, the Most High.
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To: Mulla Muhammad Shafi Nayrizi son of Mulla Ali Nagi et al.

Date: 1307-01-23 [1889-Sep-19]

In His Name, Who ruleth over the Kingdom of Utterance!

Today the world of the seen and unseen, and the realms of
might and dominion, of revelation and mystic knowledge, are
illumined by the effulgent rays of the Sun of Truth. At all
times do all created things call out to the servants and summon
them to the highest horizon. Blessed are they who, aided by
divine assistance and heavenly resolve, arise to serve and guide
humanity to the straight path of God.

O Muhammad-Shafi’! The Tongue of Grandeur beareth wit-
ness to thy turning and devotion. Hearken unto the call of
the Wronged One - it will draw thee nigh unto the ocean of
thy Lord’s utterance, the Compassionate, the Bountiful. We
beseech God to assist thee at all times, that through the hosts
of wisdom and utterance thou mayest guide the wayward to
the everlasting Law and direct the wanderers to their divine
homeland.

O Ahmad-‘Ali, upon thee be My glory! Praise and gratitude be
to God that thou hast attained unto the heavenly feast and the
infinite, eternal bounty. Despite the divines, thou hast drunk
from the cup of immortality. Neither the doubts of the people
nor the might of men could prevent thee from drawing nigh
unto the Lord of creation. In the days and nights thou must
arise with complete dedication to teach the people. Verily thy
Helper is with thee - He heareth, seeth and aideth, and He
is the Helper, the Mighty, the Powerful, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.

Convey My greetings to the loved ones. We make mention at
this time of him who is named Aga Baba and give him the glad-
tidings of God’s loving-kindness, the Lord of all worlds. We
beseech God to assist him to serve His Cause and to ordain for
him the good of this world and the next. Verily He is the Lord
of humanity and the Lord of this glorious station.

i O Ahmad-‘Ali! We make mention of thy children and counsel

them with that which will exalt their stations among the ser-
vants, and We give them glad-tidings of that which God, the
Forgiving, the Merciful, hath ordained for them. Convey My
greetings unto them and remind them of the verses of God, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy.
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Convey My greetings to the loved ones of God in that land.
Praise be to God, each hath attained unto that which hath
no peer or likeness. Gladden all thy relatives with the loving-
kindness of God, glorified be His majesty. All are mentioned
and specially favored in His presence. From the heaven of
loving-kindness there hath been sent down for each one that
which is lasting and enduring.

Then make mention, on My behalf, of thy mother and thy wife
and her mother. We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He,
to draw them nigh unto Him and enable them to do what He
loveth and pleaseth, and to open before the face of each one
the door of grace and bounty. Verily He is the Lord of all
creation. There is none other God but Him, the Mighty, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

At the end of this epistle We make mention of him who is
named Karbala’i Husayn, that rapture may seize him and he
may be among the successful ones. O Husayn! God will-
ing, mayest thou be successful through God’s loving-kindness,
speaking His praise and arising to serve His loved ones. He
Who loved Me hath mentioned thee; We have remembered
thee in this clear Book. Glory be upon thee and upon all who
are steadfast and firm.
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To: Mulla Nad Ali, in Nayriz
Date: 1307-01-23 [1889-Sep-19]

He is the All-Powerful, the All-Compelling over all who are in
earth and heaven

This is a Book which the Wronged One hath sent down from
the heaven of His bounty to one of His loved ones, that He
might give him to drink of the Kawthar of utterance from the
direction of His name, the Most Merciful, and draw him nigh
unto Him in all conditions. He, verily, is the Mighty, the All-
Bountiful.

We have heard thy call and that wherewith thou didst com-
mune with God. We have sent down for thee that which hath
enraptured the hearts of them that are endued with under-
standing. By My life! There hath been sent down for thee
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that which cannot be equalled by riches and sons, and which
shall endure as long as the names of God, the Lord of Lords,
shall endure. That which thou beholdest today shall change
and perish, but that which hath been sent down for thee shall
not be altered by centuries and ages.

O ‘Ali! Sorrows have encompassed Me from all directions, and
there hath befallen Me that which hath caused the people of
the cities of justice and equity to lament. Rejoice thou in
My remembrance of thee and My turning toward thee from
this Spot which hath attained unto the presence of God, the
Lord of the Day of Return. Be not grieved at that which hath
befallen thee. There hath been ordained for thee from My
Most Exalted Pen that by whose light the horizons have been
illumined. Give thou the glad-tidings from Me unto thy wife
and remind her of the verses of God and illumine her with the
light of loving-kindness and knowledge.

O My handmaiden! Hearken unto My call and say: Praise be
unto Thee, O Thou through Whose Name the heaven of idle
fancies was cleft asunder and the earth of vain imaginings was
split, and through the power of Whose exalted Word all things
were set in motion. I beseech Thee to make this handmaiden of
Thine steadfast in Thy Cause and speaking Thy praise amongst
Thy handmaidens. O my Lord! I am Thy handmaiden and the
daughter of Thy handmaiden. Ordain for me from the heaven
of Thy bounty and the ocean of Thy generosity that which
shall solace mine eyes and the eyes of Thy handmaidens. Then
send down upon us from the heaven of Thy grace a mercy from
Thy presence. Verily, Thou art the All-Powerful, the Mighty,
the Ever-Forgiving.
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To: Muhammad Jafar, in Nayriz
Date: 1307-01-23 [1889-Sep-19]

In the Name of Him Who shineth from the horizon of the
heaven of proof

O Muhammad-Qabli-Ja’far! Thy name hath been mentioned
before the Wronged One, and thou hast been favored with the
supreme bounty. The ocean of divine grace surgeth and waveth
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before the faces of all, and the Sun of divine loving-kindness
shineth and gleameth amidst all souls. Today the Tree uttereth
without veil, and the Light manifesteth without covering. That
which was hidden in hearts and minds hath been revealed. The
carpet of idle fancies and vain imaginings hath been rolled
up through that which hath shone forth from the Daystar of
certitude from the horizon of the heaven of My Name, the Self-
Subsisting. Yet all remain veiled and deprived save those souls
who, through His Name, the All-Powerful, have shattered the
idols, rent asunder the veils, and with their hearts have sought
the divine station. These are the people of Baha, mentioned
by the Most Exalted Pen in the Crimson Tablet. Blessed is
the being who hath today received his portion and share from
the divine ocean of generosity. We beseech God that He may
assist thee in that which shall cause the veils of the idolaters
and the heedless to be rent asunder. Convey My greetings to
the loved ones and illumine them with the effulgences of the
Daystar of His mention, and say:

O my Lord! O my Lord! O my Lord! Aid me and Thy servants
to witness Thy signs, to hearken unto Thy call, to arise to serve
Thee, and to hold fast unto the cord of Thy bounty. Verily,
Thou art powerful to do what Thou willest. There is none
other God but Thee, the Kind, the Forgiver, the Merciful.
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To: Varaqih Ma’sumih who attained
Date: 1307-01-23 [1889-Sep-19]

He is the All-Patient, the All-Concealing, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise

O My leaf! Upon thee be My glory! Praise be to God that thou
hast drunk from the hand of bounty the wine of everlasting life,
and hast attained unto that which hath been the hope of them
that are near unto God and of the sincere ones. The hands of
divine grace and mercy have revealed from the Mother Book, in
thy name, that which is adorned with eternal life. Every word
that hath been revealed from the Mother Book is better than
a hundred thousand children, both high and beloved. These
children require no sustenance or clothing, existing as they
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do in the cities of praise and glorification, mentioned by thy
name. Events affect them not. They have endured and shall
endure as long as the kingdom of earth and heaven endureth.
Give thanks unto thy Lord for this mighty remembrance, this
manifest grace, and this exalted Word from God, the Lord of all
mankind. The glory from Us be upon thee, O My handmaiden,
and upon My handmaidens who have believed in the One, the
All-Informed.
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To: Ali Aqa
Date: 1307-02 [1889-Sep]

In the name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I testify that Thy proof hath
vanquished the proofs of the past, and Thy evidence hath ap-
peared with justice, and Thy signs have encompassed the king-
dom of earth and heaven, and Thy clear tokens have been
manifested before all faces. I beseech Thee by the light of
Thy Cause and the fire of Thy Sacred Tree to confirm him
who hath turned unto Thee and held fast to the cord of Thy
bounty. Ordain for him that which will gladden his eyes and
rejoice his heart. Then send down upon him from the heaven
of Thy generosity a blessing from Thy presence. Verily, Thou
art the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.
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BHO01086

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)
Date: 1307-02-03 [1889-Sep-29]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Greatness and the Power!

At the outset, this servant beseeches his Lord to make your
station at the Sacred Threshold an impregnable fortress and
to protect you thereby from the evil of every barking dog, every
rebel, every transgressor, and every slanderer who have made
it their nature to wrongfully consume the wealth of the people
and their habit to calumniate the servants by following the
misguider.

Glory be to Thee, O God, Lord of all beings and Educator of
all created things! Thou seest Thy righteous loved ones in the
hands of the wicked, and there hath befallen them, through
their evil deeds, that which hath caused the very rocks to
cry out. I beseech Thee by the Light whereby the darkness
was illumined, and by the Drop whereby Thou didst manifest
the seas, and by the Point whereby Thou didst expound the
Books and the mysteries of Revelation, and by Thy Beloved
through Whom Thou didst create existence and made Him the
Guardian over the unseen and the seen, and through Whom
Thou didst perfect Thy religion amongst Thy servants and
manifest Thy Cause throughout the lands - to assist Thy ser-
vants in that which Thou lovest and art pleased with. O Lord!
Illumine the world with the light of knowledge and trustworthi-
ness, and send down upon Thy servants that which will purify
them from the defilement of self and passion, and draw them
nigh unto Thy glorious station and Thy mighty court. Verily,
Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest.

That beloved spiritual one’s letter arrived. Praise be to God,
from it wafted the fragrance of resignation, reliance, steadfast-
ness, trustworthiness and power. I beseech the Most High to
exalt you through His Name and honor you through His men-
tion and manifest through you His virtues and attributes, that
through you the signs of steadfastness and religion may spread
among all creatures, and the truth may be realized through
your deeds and actions. Verily, He is the Strong, the Tri-
umphant, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. After reading it
repeatedly, he proceeded to the Sacred Spot and it was pre-
sented before His presence. He - may our spirits be sacrificed
for His sake - said: “Praise be to God Who hath aided the
Afnan to manifest the truth and that which beseemeth him
in such days wherein the oppressors desired to veil the beauty
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of trustworthiness with their own treachery and the beauty
of truthfulness with the veils of their lies. Praise be to God,
thou wast assisted to deliver eloquent words and didst mention
that which was a light shining from the supreme horizon of the
heart. Blessed be thy tongue for having spoken the truth in
such wise that the clamor of the people of greed and passion
and the howling of the people of tyranny and wickedness did
not prevent thee from mentioning the truth. We beseech God,
blessed and exalted be He, to aid you with the hosts of the
seen and unseen, to preserve you through His sovereignty and
guard you through His power. Verily, He is the Powerful, the
Mighty, the Unconstrained.

O Amin! We have heard thy call. Praise be to God for having
enabled thee to achieve that which hath won the glory of ac-
ceptance. Say: My God, my God! Thou seest us in the hands
of the heedless and the transgressors. We beseech Thee to as-
sist us to hold fast unto that which Thou hast revealed in Thy
Book and unto deeds from which the fragrance of Thy good-
pleasure may be wafted. Thou knowest that we desire naught
save trustworthiness and religiousness and truthfulness and pu-
rity. Ordain for us that which Thou hast ordained for such of
Thy servants as act and such of Thy creation as are sincere.
Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.”

In truth, His honor the esteemed gentleman (upon him be
966 [Baha’u’llah] the Most Glorious) hath uttered a word that
leaveth no room for denial by anyone, and that word hath testi-
fied and doth testify to truth and righteousness, for the station
of attribution is established and all are aware. In any case, they
stated that they had uttered a blessed word - blessed be he!
And that which was forbidden is different from this. Praise
be to God, they have uttered a complete blessed word, and in
truth it hath been sanctified from both acceptance and denial.
No acceptance hath been or is more conclusive than this. The
heedless and the opponents have said many things. Praise be
to God, arrival in that land proved that His honor was not and
is not among those who flee, for after departing from that land
they wrote to their own kind that the others had fled. Glory be
to God! Every person of understanding is bewildered by what
they have said and done. I beseech God, blessed and exalted
be He, to send down upon them the recompense of their deeds.
Verily He is the Hearer, the Answerer.

Praise be to God, the favors of Truth are evident from every
direction, and refraining from discussion regarding the claim
hath itself been a form of divine assistance. The beloved of
the heart, the Observer (upon him be God’s peace), hath ar-
rived and is headed in that direction. It became known that
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Sayyalih had made a mistake regarding the Name, and no new
command reached them afterwards, thus the delay. God will-
ing, after the assurances of His Excellency the Ambassador
(may God, blessed and exalted be He, strengthen him) - that
is, the assurance regarding collecting the claim and its receipt
- if it is requested there is no harm. Verily God is the Self-
Sufficient, the Praiseworthy. If they judge with justice and
are successful, they must give recompense for the calumnies of
those people so that the lies and slanders of those base peo-
ple become evident to all. And regarding what they said that
Muhammad-*Ali himself would bring and give our dues - this
statement too was among the distinguished utterances. We
beseech the Most High to assist His loved ones in that which
will cause trustworthiness, religiosity, chastity and faithfulness
to be exalted. God willing, let there be loving conduct with
all people. The association of some may be intended to hear
words which they can use as a pretext. What was said at first
should be mentioned exactly as it was, without addition or
subtraction. In that land there are many investigators and
mischief-makers. The first single word was and is sufficient.
Peace, remembrance and praise be upon the Afnan, and upon
you, and upon those who love you, and upon God’s sincere
servants.

g The servant 3 Safar 1307
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To: Haji Ali Akbar Ahmaduf (son of Haji Ahmad Milani), in Tiflis
Date: 1307-02-07 [1889-Oct-3]
He is the One Who speaks the Truth! :,A-L ‘_}'LEJ\ »
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grace of the Most Great Name. The Kawthar of utterance
flows at all times from the Pen of the All-Merciful, and the
Salsabil of divine knowledge courses through the will of the
Desired One of all worlds. Blessed is the soul whom the veils
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and doubts of the objectors and transgressors did not prevent
or deprive from turning to the Manifest Truth.

O Ali-Akbar! Upon thee be the Glory of God, the Lord of
Destiny. Give thanks to thy Lord, for He hath aided thee and
caused thee to know Him, and hath ordained for thee in the
Book of Names that which hath brought joy to the eyes of
those who have attained to the recognition of the Beginning
and the End. The fire of greed and avarice hath consumed
the oppressors and prevented them from the station of holy
nearness. But God will seize the wrongdoers with His wrath
and will punish them with an unquenchable fire and a torment
without end. He is verily the Almighty, the All-Compelling.

We make mention at this time of the handmaiden who hath as-
cended unto God, the Mighty, the Beautiful. We have ordained
for her from Our Most Exalted Pen that which bringeth joy to
all eyes, and have sent down for her that which attracteth the
hearts of the righteous. Through My remembrance the gates of
grace and bounty were opened before her face. To this beareth
witness the Lord of the Kingdom of Names. There is no God
but Him, the Single, the One, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

A blessed Tablet hath been sent down from the heaven of the
will of the Lord of all beings, specifically for the friends. Ob-
tain a copy thereof and send it forth, that the fragrances of
revelation may attract them and draw them nigh unto God,
the Goal of the mystics.

i The light shining from the horizon of the heaven of My loving-

kindness be upon the Alif and Ha, whom the affairs of the world
did not prevent from drawing nigh unto the Most Great Name.
He heard the Call and turned to the Most Exalted Horizon,
attaining that which was inscribed by the Most Glorious Pen
in the Crimson Tablet. And upon thee, and upon those related
to thee by God, and upon every steadfast and firm one, and
every faithful and trusted one.

Permission for attainment of presence hath been delayed these
days due to consummate wisdom and that which is with God.
Verily He is the Truth, the Knower of the unseen. There is no
God but Him, the Single, the One, the Mighty, the Beloved.
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To: Muhammad Ali Milani (son of Haji Ahmad), in Tiflis
Date: 1307-02-07 [1889-Oct-3]

He is established upon the throne of Revelation

In these days the mystery of what the All-Merciful revealed in
the Qur’an is made manifest, His blessed and exalted Word:
“Though it be but the weight of a mustard seed and though it
be hidden in a rock, or in the heavens, or in the earth, God
will bring it to light.” The tongue of grandeur in the kingdom
of power speaks this most exalted word: “The Day has come
and that which was hidden in the hearts of the people has
appeared.” It is the Day whereon the secrets shall be searched
out. The hidden things of the breasts and the treachery of the
eyes are manifest and evident.

Perfect bounty was shown toward Satan from the divine ocean
of grace and celestial generosity, to such extent that he counted
himself nearer than the denizens of the Kingdom, and after-
ward appeared that which you have heard. The new heedless
one united with his like, and for wealth they disregarded the
ultimate end. They changed God’s religion for gold. In the
Hidden Words We said: “O Son of Being! Busy not thyself
with this world, for with fire We test the gold, and with gold
We test Our servants.” On the day of reckoning they were oc-
cupied with riches and remained heedless and veiled from the
wealthy and self-subsisting Lord.

Blessed art thou for having attained unto My days, heard
My call, turned toward My countenance and taken My Book
through the grace of God, the Lord of the worlds. Praise be
to God that thou hast attained unto His days, His recognition,
His presence and His meeting. This is a great bounty from
God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Grieve not over anything.
You are in the fortress of My protection and under the shadow
of My grace. Rejoice in this supreme bounty and say: Unto
Thee be praise and glory and thanks and bounty, there is no
God but Thee, the All-Bountiful, the Generous. The glory
from Us be upon you and upon your first and your last, and
your outward and your inward.
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To: Mirza Ali Muhammad Yazdi (Varga), in Tihran

Date: 1307-02-07 [1889-Oct-3]

In My Name, the Sorrowful, the Stranger oA Ol et 1

O Varqa! By My life, My heart hath grieved for thy sorrow
and what hath befallen thee, and the Temple of My loving-
kindness and the people of the cities of justice and fairness
have lamented over what hath come to pass upon the Wronged
One at the hands of those who denied My right, violated My
Covenant, and devoured the property of others through false-
hood. The fire of greed, passion, avarice and immorality hath
been kindled in the Great City, whereby the veil of propri-
ety hath been rent asunder among the people and the light
of fairness hath been extinguished through the appearance of
tyranny. We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to assist
all to return unto justice, for verily He is the Ever-Forgiving. O
Varqa! We bear witness that thou hast been faithful to God’s
Covenant and His Testament and hast aided His Cause. We
counsel the loved ones of God to love thee and hearken unto
thy call in this Cause, the exalted, the mighty, the wondrous.
Convey My greetings to the faces of My loved ones and give
them the glad-tidings of My loving-kindness. Verily thy Lord
is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. The Glory from Us be upon
thee and upon thy two sons and upon those who are with thee,
from One Who is Forgiving, Generous.
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To: Haji Mirza Haydar Ali Isfahani et al.
Date: 1307-02-21 [1889-Oct-17]

He is the All-Knowing Speaker!

O thou who gazest toward My horizon and soarest in Mine
atmosphere! Hear My call which hath been raised at this time
and which addresseth before the faces of the world a resonant
sermon and a decisive word. Say: O people of the world! The
Wronged One from the precinct of the prison calleth you unto
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God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting, and biddeth you to
be present that ye may hear that which hath been sent down
from the heaven of His Will and the atmosphere of His All-
Compelling Purpose which dominateth the unseen and the
seen.

O Haydar-‘Ali! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness.
Say to those who turn away: Fear God and follow not your
desires. Follow Him Who guideth you to His extended and
manifest path and draweth you nigh unto Him. Verily He is
the Truth, the Knower of the unseen.

Today it is imperative for those who turn away to come and
be present that they may with their own ears and eyes behold
and hearken unto the waves of the ocean of knowledge and
the revealed verses. Say: O people! Fear God and be not the
cause of going astray. The divine verses have been revealed
in such wise that none hath been or is capable of reckoning
them, and now numerous books exist. Glory be to God! The
Primal Point declared “I am the foremost of worshippers,” yet
they have become heedless of the Creator and Revealer of that
Name and know not Who bestowed and Who created the Name.
Say: While time remaineth, strive that perchance ye may pass
beyond that which ye possess and your vain imaginings and fix
your gaze upon that which is with God.

5 Thy letter was received and was granted a hearing. What-

soever hath been revealed from the Supreme Pen concerning
Hadi-i-Dawlatabadi, both before and after, ye should write and
send to all regions that all may discover that which is the cause
of protection and salvation for all. There is a certain Shaykh
Muhammad in Constantinople who is among Mirza Yahya’s
followers. Through his and his master’s decree, the horizon of
treachery hath appeared and the dawning-place of falsehood
and calumny hath become manifest. Among other things he
hath said that someone went to ‘Akka and returned saying
“Praise be to God, I am relieved.” He said “I asked what this
enigmatic statement meant.” The man related “I went to ‘Akka
and attained the presence. For four hours they attempted to
write two lines but could not.” In short, the field of falsehood
hath become vast. Surely ye have heard the details thereof.
Beseech ye God to grant justice, and let some of the deniers be
present while ye guarantee that they shall observe the equiv-
alent of the previous heavenly Books, nay rather more, and
likewise be present at the time of revelation. Say: O Hadi!
Forsake not justice. By the life of God! The verses cry out
in His Kingdom and weep because of the oppression of the
ungodly. They cling to a drop that neither nourishes nor sat-
isfies, while remaining heedless of the ocean. The Most Great
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Talisman hath appeared, yet it hath blinded their eyes and
prevented their ears from hearing.

i Ye mentioned Siyyid Mustafa, upon him be the glory of God.

Praise be to God, he hath attained to the mention of the
Wronged One. Regarding the question of Huquq, whenever
any amount is available with ‘Ali-Haydar, upon him be My
glory and loving-kindness, let them send a portion to him (Aqa
‘Ali-Haydar) and mention him on behalf of the Wronged One
and convey greetings to him. By the life of God! We found
him worthy of acceptance and steadfastness. We beseech God
to raise through him the standards of His Cause among His ser-
vants and the banners of His remembrance in His lands. Verily,
He is powerful over all things. The glory from Us be upon him
and upon those who are with him. Some time ago, Tablets
specifically for the people of Kirman were requested by your
honor and were sent, but no news of their receipt hath come.

O Haydar Qabli-‘Ali! Some of the friends are serving with their
whole being and are ready with life and possessions. Well is it
with them and blessed are they! God will soon make manifest
their stations among His servants. Verily, He does not suffer
to be lost the reward of those who are steadfast.

For Kerman, His Holiness Abu’l-Fadl, upon him be My glory
and loving-kindness, would be excellent, but at present his
presence there must be delayed. If another soul can be found
and you deem it advisable, mention this before the Wronged
One and send him forth. However, he must hold fast to wisdom
and be adorned with goodly deeds and praiseworthy conduct.

O thou who gazest upon My countenance! Endless complaints
have arrived from various quarters about certain ones, causing
boundless grief. My grief is not from My enemies, but from
those who attribute themselves to My Cause. O what sorrow
for the servants who follow their desires while claiming to follow
My ways and commandments! Had they been fair-minded and
held fast to that which God commanded them, all of Iran would
now be adorned with the ornament of faith. We beseech God
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to assist all to return and make good what hath escaped them
in My days.

Mention was made of His Holiness Siyyid A. and L., upon
him be My glory and loving-kindness. Praise be to God, he is
illumined with the light of recognition and enkindled with the
fire of love. We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to
attract through his mention those who have turned unto Him
and to raise through him the standards of the Faith amongst
the ungodly and the believers. His mention and deeds are
witnessed and heard. Remember him from Me and give him
the glad-tidings of what hath been revealed for him from My
Pen.

Say: O Safar Qabli-‘Ali Kh. A., thy name was present before
the Wronged One. We have mentioned thee before and at this
time. Verily thy Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Most Gener-
ous. Some time ago the Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet was
revealed from the heaven of Will especially for thee and was
sent. God willing, thou shalt drink from the Kawthar of the
utterance of the Goal of all the worlds and be illumined at all
times with the lights of the Luminary of Truth.

O Siyyid Qabli-Muhammad! Upon thee be the glory of God,
the Lord of the worlds. We have remembered those who
have turned toward the Countenance with verses that have
entranced the hearts of those near unto God. We beseech God
to assist thee to be steadfast in His Cause in such wise that
names shall not keep thee back from their Creator nor created
things from their Maker. Verily thy Lord is the All-Merciful,
the Most Generous.

O Husayn! Hear the call from the Lote-Tree beyond which
there is no passing, which calleth before the faces of all who
are in the heavens and the earth. Nothing whatsoever hath
prevented it from the remembrance of God, the Lord of all
beings. Thus hath spoken the tongue of the Wronged One at
this manifest time. Give thanks unto God for having assisted
thee on a day wherein the Caller called from a near place,
and made thee recognize the Dawning-Place of His Cause and
guided thee to His straight path.

O Abul-Qasim! The Supreme Pen moveth at morn and at
eventide in remembrance of the friends. Blessed is the soul
that hath attained unto the remembrance of God. The first
commandment is to believe in God and to act in accordance
with that which He hath revealed in His Book. We counsel Our
loved ones to perform goodly deeds and to manifest praisewor-
thy conduct. O friends! The hosts that can render this Cause
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victorious have ever been and are goodly character and virtu-
ous deeds. Strive ye that ye may be enabled to achieve victory.
He, verily, is the Protector of the doers of good and of them
that act aright.

O Muhammad-Qablih-Hashim! Reflect upon the Shi’ih sect
and their deeds, and beseech God, exalted be His glory, to
protect His servants from the evil of such souls. By night and
by day they besought the appearance of the Truth, yet when He
was made manifest they pronounced His death-warrant. The
deniers of the Bayan follow in their footsteps. Glory be to
God! Tt is not known why they departed from the Shi’ih sect
and turned towards the Point, only to abandon the Truth at
the word of Hadi-i-Dawlat-Abadi and his followers and guides,
remaining occupied with the same vain imaginings as before.
Say: Purify your hearts from that which profiteth you not, then
turn with pure hearts unto God, the Mighty, the Best-Beloved.
This is the Day of God, glorified be His grandeur. Believe in
Him and be not of the heedless.

O Haqq-Nazar! Thy mention hath been made in the Most
Great Scene and thou hast attained unto the grace of God,
exalted be His glory. Say: O people of the Torah and the
Gospel! He Who revealeth the verses hath come with manifest
sovereignty. Today the Mount of Sinai circleth round the Man-
ifestation, and the Blessed Tree hath attained to the fragrance
of reunion, and all atoms in those regions cry out “He Who
revealeth the verses hath come!” Rapture and mighty ecstasy
have seized all. Heaven saith unto earth: “Blessed art thou in
that God hath made thee the seat of His mighty throne, hon-
ored thee with His presence and adorned thee with His signs.”
Trees embrace one another, and rivers flow in utmost joy and
delight. The rapture of His Revelation hath overtaken all the
worlds of the seen and the unseen, yet most of the people are
heedless, asleep and as ones dead.

7 O Yehudah! Blessed art thou for having turned unto God, the

Sovereign, the Self-Subsisting. Say: O people of the Torah!
By God! The Ten Words have been revealed in a single Word,
and all things do speak forth this day: “Blessed be the Lord of
Names Who hath revealed Himself among His people and in His
realm, and honored Moses with His presence and appearance
before His countenance.” Blessed be the city wherein the call of
the Beloved was raised, and the synagogue wherein His glorious
Name was mentioned. Verily, Zion crieth out and announceth
unto all things the meeting with the Lord. Jerusalem hath
stirred from its place and giveth the glad-tidings of God, its
Lord and the Lord of the exalted Throne. O Yehudah! Take
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hold of the Book with the strength that proceedeth from Him.
He, verily, will aid thee, and He is the Almighty, the Powerful.

O Isaac! Praise be to God that the horizons are illumined with
the light of His Manifestation. We beseech God for the unity
and harmony of hearts and souls, that all may unite and arise
to aid His Cause. By the life of God! Its victory is dependent
upon goodly utterance and righteous deeds. Should anyone
speak otherwise, know ye that he is a lying impostor. We are
God’s and unto Him shall we return. We have made mention
of thee with that which shall endure as long as the kingdom of
God, the Lord of the worlds, shall endure.

O Ghulam-Qablih-‘Ali! Thy mention hath ever been made
and thou hast attained unto His grace. We beseech God to
strengthen thee with the hosts of the unseen and enable thee
to spread His signs, even as He aided thee before. He, verily,
is the Mighty, the Helper.

O Haydar-‘Ali! The souls mentioned from Shah-Abad and else-
where have each attained the grace of God. In these days,
verses are being revealed without limitation or cessation, and
evidences are being manifested without delay. Nevertheless,
mention of many matters remains in abeyance. Repeatedly
convey the remembrances of the Wronged One to the friends
of Shah-Abad and those regions, and extend greetings to them.
Say: O friends of God in His lands and His chosen ones in
His realms! He hath remembered you and ordained for you in
the most exalted Paradise and the supreme Heaven that which
shall bring delight to all eyes and vision. Give thanks unto
your Lord, the Most Merciful, for He hath manifested Himself,
caused you to hear His call, shown you His signs, and sent down
unto you that whereby your names shall endure throughout
the eternity of His mighty and wondrous Kingdom. Counsel
all to perform goodly deeds and guide them to praiseworthy
character, that they may attain to that which shall cause the
exaltation of His Word and the turning of the servants unto
Him. Deeds that are not pleasing are the cause of the dissi-
pation of God’s Cause amongst His creation. To this beareth
witness every fair-minded one, every just one, every hearing
one, every seeing one, and every informed one. The glory from
Us be upon thee and upon them, and upon those who love thee
and will love thee, and who hearken unto thy words concerning
this mighty Cause and momentous News.
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To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aga), in Port Said

Date: 1307-02-21 [1889-Oct-17]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Grandeur and the Power

Praise be to the One God, Who is worthy and befitting, Who
in every day unites through His Most Exalted Word and sep-
arates through His decree. In truth, He has manifested the
hidden mysteries within the hearts and breasts of His servants.
The effects of His blessed Word aforetime have appeared - His
exalted Word: “A party in Paradise and a party in the Blaze.”
The people of the right hand are manifest and illumined with
the lights of the Kingdom, while the companions of the left
hand are tormented by the fire of greed, avarice and desire.
No word was revealed aforetime except that its effects became
manifest and its cause evident. Verily, the ungodly play with
their vain imaginings and desire to extinguish it as did the peo-
ples before them. Far, far be it! No power or might can prevent
the influence of the Supreme Pen and the Most Exalted Word.
The Lord - may our spirits be sacrificed for Him - hath said
in the Tablet to the Sultan: “God hath made tribulation as
morning dew upon His green pasture, and as a wick for His
lamp through which earth and heaven are illumined.”

Glory be unto Thee, O God, Lord of the world and Desire of
the nations! I beseech Thee by Thy sovereignty which hath
encompassed existence, and by the light of Thy Cause which
hath illumined the hearts and souls, to aid the deniers to ac-
knowledge, the heedless to turn, and the ungodly to recognize
Thy unity, and enable them to return unto Thee. Verily, Thou
art the All-Bountiful, the Generous. My God, my God! Thou
seest Thy servant who desired to make mention of Thine Af-
nan who detached himself from all else but Thee and chose for
himself a station near Thy mercy after he attained Thy pres-
ence, circumambulated Thy House, and achieved that which
was ordained in Thy Books. O Lord! Thou seest him standing,
speaking, remembering Thy mention, Thy praise and Thy ser-
vice. O Lord! Strengthen him through Thy sovereignty, then
assist him with the hosts of utterance throughout all possibil-
ity. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the Glorious, the Bestower.
There is no God but Thee, the Single, the One, the Protector
over what shall be and what has been.

May my spirit be a sacrifice for your remembrance, steadfast-
ness and love! The blessed letter, which truly gladdened the
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heart and brought joy to the soul, perfumed the earth like spir-
itual musk. Its fragrance testified to that which befits this Day.
After the expansion of body and exhilaration of spirit, it was
brought before His presence and attained the honor of being
heard. The Lord, may our spirits be His sacrifice, said:

“O Afnan! Upon thee be the peace of God, His grace, His
glory and His mercy. Thy mention in these days brought joy.
Although the unseemly deeds of the servants have darkened
the world, yet the Ancient Beauty, being in Himself luminous,
remains unchanged and bestows without receiving. O Afnan!
The deniers have appeared with calumnies unprecedented, and
despite their greed, avarice, vain desire, and betrayal of peo-
ple’s wealth, they still claim truthfulness. They have joined
the lying Shaykh Muhammad. That heedless one has imag-
ined those two liars to be people of faith and devotion. Nay,
by God! Soon their falsehood, infidelity and hypocrisy will
be revealed. We beseech God to grant His servants new life
through the Kawthar of thy love and remembrance. Verily, He
is the Powerful, the Mighty. The Glory from Us be upon thee,
upon the son, upon those with you, and upon God’s righteous
and sincere servants.”

Glory be to God! Despite people’s awareness of their own
condition and the cause of their abasement among the people,
they commit that which will forever remain recorded in the
pages of time. Soon they shall see the recompense of their
deeds. Verily God is the Just, the Ruler, the Avenger, the
Mighty, the Powerful.

I convey greetings to the friends of that land, especially to his
honor the beloved of spirit and heart, the honored Aqa Siyyid
Aqa, upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of God. I offer
greetings and praise, and I beseech God, exalted be His glory,
for eternal bounty and everlasting sustenance for him. Verily
He is the Generous, the Munificent. May the apple of the eye
of Ibn-i-Jinab-i-Nazir, Jinab-i-Aqa Nuru’llah, Jinab-i-Aqa ‘Ali-
Akbar, Aqga Muhammad and Rif’at, upon them be the Glory
of God, be adorned with the ornament of health and engaged
in remembrance and praise. Each is mentioned and blessed
with the favors of the Desired One. The servant beseeches his
Lord to assist them in all conditions in that which befits His
Cause and them. Verily He is the Helper, the Powerful, the
All-Bountiful.

Jinab-i-Darvish, upon him be God’s peace, praise be to God,
arrived in perfect health and attained the presence. Blessed

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

358 Jame 1y ao e (lee Kae talic sy

Sl oy sl Ll slae PIS 16 0

T8 ol G2y dd (2 e dmy plal 0nyt

- 55/
A S S GLI L ol Ll 3,1 B
o el oo L $5 ey 4l wle

5 o8 1yl sle raalal e 5 5y

ﬂwd?r-ﬁebﬁjéi‘}é&')b
\—bwgw\awﬁ&dbﬂwﬂ
2> by 6m o ek e 2l
ab Lkl o c les) sle digl
ST osst O ol slodd Gode I 42
ke e g Y lg) g a5 o) 03K
3 el g ) Lelis 5 L2 i85 LSS 4
Sl 1y o sbe QLTS3 2 28
w,mbw\f 4l Ao p 7B ol f03l
5 e ol e s oY1 e 5 e B e
@) pald) (LA Bl sle e

3o el i U] pe o
U"L‘ “-fJ; B Lg“") Jc 9 e U"”"‘h
55 S \},\,S\,gmtwyw

HPSINTPRS TURY S PRE N5 STTRZRE S
el el S sl e ) KRRV AR
i)

02 a2 fln 03 2,1 O Ul ks
oS GBI 3I% 5 o) gt O ks
eI A0 ST A 4 e BT s BT Ol
Pla Jor 3= 5l s glose 020 5 o3
Sdo o Fokle 5 sl Cms Ol (6l )
}uuug\@pe,}f; Npe ‘G\fu_,,
m,;\&muu,mﬂuu\,,
dﬂ“ujﬁ\u LI g e Sk
B spate O Sl 5 S0 K p

de o1 6 oy 0L a ealdil oy

LAl 5ol S511 &1 b 50,2 ik L

JE ) @l oS de gy ol
M’”ﬁ/‘jb)}q'aéj B )J\} L;A)M}C,;'?

33

ot

6



V]

Vol. 93: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1307 A.H. (1889-1890) part I

BH01599

and joyous be he! We beseech God to assist him in all condi-
tions to serve His Cause, to mention Him among His servants,
to remain steadfast in His lands, and to make him among those
who shall have no fear, nor shall they grieve.

As for the account of ‘Ishqabad, praise be to God, the late
and elevated Haji Muhammad-Rida, upon him be the oceans
of God’s favors and mercy, attained martyrdom. Jinab-i-Aqa
Mirza ‘Abdu’l-Karim, upon him be the Glory of God, has sent
a letter regarding this matter. His honor Ism-i-Jud, upon him
be the Glory of God and His favors, will send a copy which
will reach the blessed vision. The Glory, the Remembrance,
the Mercy and the Praise be upon you all and upon those with
you, and those who love you and hear your words for the sake
of God, the Lord of the worlds.

The servant 21st of Safar 1307
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BHO01599
To: Aga Mirza Hasan Munshi, in Tihran
Date: 1307-02-21 [1889-Oct-17]
He is the All-Witnessing, the All-Informed PRHIRNEY »

O thou who gazest upon His countenance! In thy letter men-
tion was made of the Chief Secretary. After perusal, We de-
sired to make mention of him, inasmuch as in the Most Holy
Book this blessed verse hath been revealed: “Consort with the
followers of all religions with joy and fragrance.” Therefore,
whosoever maketh mention of this Wronged One, whether in
truth or otherwise, the Supreme Pen hath revealed the utmost
favor concerning him.

This Wronged One hath ever sought justice and fairness from
the servants of God, but vain imaginings have become a veil,
and have prevented most from witnessing and hearkening. All
know that from the earliest days until now, this servant hath
been in the hands of his enemies, and despite the afflictions
that befell him, and imprisonment in the land of Ta and the
land of Mim, and captivity and exile, the Pen hath not ceased
for a moment, until in every place the Word was raised and the
light of the Cause shone forth. Those souls who have arisen
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in opposition today were each in hiding and occupied with
preserving their own lives. In any case, praise be to God, the
Cause hath been exalted. Now whoever wishes may come forth
to the field and say what he desires.

Glory be to God! These mentioned souls were not with Us
and were unaware of the root of the Cause, and now some
have clung to calumnies that have no likeness or reality. But
beautiful is patience, and God is the Helper against what they
describe. I do not complain of My grief and sorrow for all that
hath come to pass and will come to pass in the path of God, for
it is beloved. I do not fear the afflictions in His path, nor the
calamities in His Cause. To this testifieth every fair-minded
one who is informed, and every knower who is endowed with
vision.

5 If deemed advisable, convey the greetings and praise of this

Wronged One to the Secretary. We ask of him, purely for the
sake of God, to make an effort and turn his attention to these
regions for some days. There have been and are many benefits
in travel. The purpose is that he might honor Cyprus with his
presence for some days near my brother, but he must see with
his own eyes and hear with his own ears. It will become clear
and evident to him with whom the Cause was in the beginning,
and from whom the revealed verses came. If governmental
affairs prevent him, let him send a representative, but not like
Shaykh Muhammad. Let him appoint a person of insight and
fairness, possessed of justice and hearing, to turn towards that
direction, that perchance after observation he might speak with
justice and fairness.

In these days the honored Mirza Abu’l-Qasim Nasir arrived in
the great city from ‘Ishqabad and met with Shaykh Muham-
mad several times. God is Most Great! All his statements
were lies and calumnies. Afterwards, the honored Nasir wrote
a response to his calumnies and sent it. We asked for a copy to
be brought to send to thee, that thou might observe to what
degree the calumnies have ascended.

O Ha! Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One. Say: My
God, my God! Adorn the heads of Thy servants with the crown
of truthfulness and detachment, and their temples with the or-
nament of godliness. Then aid them to return unto Thee and
to enter beneath the gate of Thy grace. Verily, Thou art the
Ever-Forgiving, the Generous, verily Thou art the Forgiver,
the Merciful. T beseech Thee, O my God, my Lord and my
King, by the rain of Thy mercy wherewith Thou hast adorned
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Thine earth, and by the waves of the ocean of Thy knowledge
whereby Thou hast manifested Thy favor and bounty, to con-
firm them in trustworthiness and godliness, lest they exchange
their religion for gold and their destiny for wealth. Verily,
Thou art the Self-Sufficient, the Most Exalted. O Lord! Send
forth, through Thy power and sovereignty, servants who will
aid Thee through wisdom and utterance, and who will spread
Thy signs among the religions. Thou seest, O my God, what
hath befallen Thy loved ones at the hands of Thine enemies
who have been consumed by the fire of greed and passion, and
who have wrongfully devoured the wealth of Thy servants. O
Lord of all being, Master of the throne on high and of earth
below! O Lord, stay the hands of evil from those who have
turned to Thee and entered beneath the shadow of Thy mercy.
Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the Powerful, the All-Bountiful.

If deemed advisable, let him read it to the Secretary, and let
the letter remain with thee.
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To: Haji Mirza Muhammad ’Ali, in Tihran
Date: 1307-02-21 [1889-Oct-17]

He is the Dawning from the Horizon of the Heaven of Utterance

This is the Day whereon the Trumpet hath been blown, and it
is My Most Exalted Pen, whereby those who lay buried have
arisen, despite those who disbelieved in God, the Single, the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed. We have sent down the verses
and made manifest the clear proofs, yet most of the people
remain behind an evident veil. Hearken unto the Call from
the Lote Tree beyond which there is no passing, raised up in
the Most Exalted Paradise: O concourse of earth and heaven!
The Lord of all beings hath come, with the standards of His
signs to His right, and to His left the hosts of revelation and
inspiration. Blessed be the ear that hath heard and responded,
and woe unto every heedless and remote one.

As I was walking in the House and meditating on God’s mys-
teries that lay hidden in the realities of all things, there entered
one of My Branches, who in the Kingdom of Names is called
by the name of Light, bearing thy letter which he read before
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the face of the Wronged One. We have answered thee with a
Tablet from whose horizon shineth the light of thy Lord’s lov-
ing kindness. We have found from every word of the words of
thy letter the fragrance of love and affection. We have turned
to thee and revealed for thee that which shall endure as long
as God’s kingdom endureth, the Lord of the Mighty Throne.

This is the Day wherein the Hour hath appeared with its signs,
and the Resurrection with its mysteries, and the Caller hath
called from a near place. We beseech God, blessed and exalted
be He, to aid thee and grant thee success in that which He
loveth and is pleased with. Verily He is the Lord of the here-
after and of the former life, and within His grasp lieth the reins
of all who are in the heavens and on earth. Blessed art thou
for having turned to the Face and acknowledged the oneness
of God and that which He revealed in His ancient Book.

When the breezes of the dawn of His Revelation stirred thee
and the melodies of Him Who conversed on Sinai took hold
of thee, say: My God, my God! Unto Thee be praise and
glory, and unto Thee be might and splendor. I beseech Thee
by the Point through which the Books of the world were dis-
tinguished, and by the Light whereby the hearts of the nations
were illumined, and by the pearls of the ocean of Thy wisdom
and the manifestations of the sun of Thy proof, to make me
one of those whom the might of the world deterred not when
the Day Star of Thy Most Great Name appeared, and whom
the clamor of those who broke Thy Covenant and Testament,
denied Thy proof, and disputed Thy signs, did not prevent. O
Lord! Thou seest me attracted by the fragrances of Thy Rev-
elation and clinging to the hem of the robe of Thy bounty. I
beseech Thee not to disappoint me from the heaven of Thy
grace and the clouds of Thy mercy, nor from the ocean of Thy
bounty. Thou art verily the Generous, the Lord of supreme
bounty. There is none other God but Thee, the Forgiving, the
Merciful.

As to what was asked concerning the blessed Surih of Unity, its
stations have been repeatedly revealed. Let his honor look into
the Tablets; he will attain unto the ocean of divine utterance
and the manifestations of the Sun of true unity. Today the
Book of Unity, meaning the Book that comprehendeth the sta-
tions of unity, singleness, and detachment, is this most mighty,
most holy, most glorious Tablet.

He is the Expositor, the All-Knowing

True belief in the unity of God [tawhid-i-haqiqi] consists in ac-
knowledging and confessing the unity of God, exalted be His
glory, sanctifying His Essence from all likeness and purifying
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His Being from all similitudes. This has ever been and shall
ever be the case. The Shi’ih sect, however, failed to attain
this most exalted station, this most glorious rank, this ulti-
mate purpose and this most resplendent summit. For it is
evident and proven to those immersed in the ocean of truth
and them who hold fast to the cords of knowledge and wisdom
that God, exalted be His glory, has ever been and shall ever
be the Unknowable, the Inaccessible. The birds of the hearts
of them who are nigh unto God are powerless to soar in the
atmosphere of His knowledge, and the highest understanding
of the knowers is limited and falls short.

After establishing this lofty station and this glorious seat, true
oneness refers to His Vicegerent amongst His servants. He is
the Dawning-Place of revelation, the Dayspring of inspiration,
the Manifestation of His Self and the Repository of knowledge.
He is the Treasury of names and attributes. Whoso hath known
Him hath known God, and whoso hath clung unto Him hath
clung unto God. Should anyone accept for Him in His station
any peer or likeness, or should anyone confess to such, that soul
is deprived and forbidden from the effulgences of the lights of
the Sun of true oneness. The proof of faith has ever been
and shall ever be the acknowledgment of the Dawning-Place
of Revelation alone. Whosoever attaineth unto faith in Him
is accounted among the people of unity in the sight of God.
Without this, the sanctification of His Essence from aught else
and the purification of His Being from all others can never be
established. Blessed is the soul who in this day beholdeth with
his own eyes the waves of the Divine ocean of utterance and
heareth with his own ears His call. The call is loud, but the
channels of the ears are narrow. The realm and atmosphere of
the servants’ understanding is limited, and this arena cannot
contain the Horseman of the court of oneness. Blessed are they
that know.

The Shi’ih sect hath set up many partners for God, exalted be
His glory, and yet they count themselves among the people of
unity. By God! They have not even caught its fragrance, for
their station was made clear and evident to all from the rec-
ompense of their deeds on the Day of Judgment - clear, that
is, to them possessed of insight, not to every ignorant one who
followeth vain imaginings. Their deeds were such that on the
Day of Judgment they denied the Truth and pronounced sen-
tence upon His martyrdom. And now all the divines of Persia
are engaged in cursing and reviling Him from their pulpits.
Beseech God that no group like unto that group might ever
appear in the world, and that He may raise up servants who,
through His power and might, shall pass beyond the gulf of
names and attain unto the Most Great Ocean, and who shall
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preserve the servants from the pit of previous suspicions and
vain imaginings. Verily He is the All-Powerful, the Almighty.

It is incumbent upon all to preserve this station, and it is
hoped that you and all who have turned towards God will not
be deprived of the effulgences of the Sun of true unity, will
regard all else but God as non-existent, and will cling unto
Him. Verily He is the One Who speaketh in every condition:
“Verily He is God; there is none other God but Him, the Single,
the One, the Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.” The
glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of My Kingdom
be upon you and upon those who have cast away all else but
God, turning unto God, the One, the All-Informed.
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To: Haji Mirza Hasan, in Tihran
Date: 1307-02-21 [1889-Oct-17]

He is the Expounder, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise

O thou who gazest upon the Countenance and who hast clung
to the cord of grace! Verily the Most Great Sea hath desired
to manifest the pearls that lie concealed within it and to cast
forth the shells of wisdom and utterance unto the peoples of
contingent being. And the Tree hath desired to make mention
of one of its fruits, and the Sun of one of its effulgences, that
joy and gladness may take hold of thee, that thou mayest hear
the call of the Wronged One and witness that which hath in
truth appeared from the horizon of the Will of God, the Lord
of the worlds.

By the life of God! There hath appeared and shone forth
and become manifest from the horizon of the Divine Will that
which hath attracted unto itself the Concourse on High, the
dwellers of Paradise, and the people of the cities of justice
and fairness who have turned away from the world, advancing
toward God, the Incomparable, the All-Informed.

In these days there hath come upon Us that which hath caused
the hearts of those near unto God to melt. The fires of greed
and passion and lust and lewdness have been kindled in the
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Great City. They have consumed the properties of the Afnan
and have raised their voices amongst the people with manifest
tyranny. Thus have their souls prompted them to that which
hath caused the countenance of trustworthiness and justice to
be sullied. He Who speaketh in every condition beareth wit-
ness to this, saying: “There is none other God but Me, the For-
giving, the Generous.” They have committed that which was
forbidden them in the Book of God and have perpetrated that
which causeth the people of chastity and godliness to lament,
and every man of learning whom knowledge hath not withheld
from the Known, and every mystic who hath wholly advanced
toward God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

The Wronged One, in the midst of tribulation, calleth thee
and maketh mention of thee with that which gladdeneth the
hearts of them that remember. Thy letter hath come into the
presence of the Wronged One and hath attained to being seen
and read. We have perused it and have answered thee with
My manifest Tablet. He hath, verily, exalted thee through
His bounty. Soon shall there be made manifest unto thee that
which hath been ordained by the Powerful, the Ancient of Days.
We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to guide His ser-
vants through thee and through thy love and thy remembrance
unto His Momentous Announcement.

Say: “My God, my God! Adorn the heads of Thy servants
with the crown of trustworthiness and the fear of God, and
their temples with the ornament of truthfulness and guidance,
and illumine their hearts, O my God, with the lights of Thy
knowledge and their faces with the effulgences of the Daystar
of Thy Revelation.”

The glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of My bounty
be upon thee and upon thy wife and upon those who are with
thee and upon those whom the censure of the censurers hath
not prevented from turning toward God, the Beloved of the
knowing ones and the Goal of those who are in the heavens
and on earth.
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BHO08294

To: Aqa Siyyid Ahmad Afnan, in Istanbul
Date: 1307-02-28 [1889-Oct-24]

...Blessed is the soul that purifieth itself from the dust of greed
and desire with the water of detachment and setteth its face
toward the most exalted horizon. I swear by the Sun of Truth
that before the light of praiseworthy character and goodly
deeds, the radiance of the suns and moons of the heavens hath
no splendor. Say: Fear God, O people! Take hold of that which
exalteth and ennobleth you, and set aside that which ye have
been forbidden in the Book of God, the Lord of all worlds.

O My Afnan! Upon thee be My peace and loving-kindness.
Had the accepted souls attained unto that which they were
commanded and achieved unity, the horizons of cities and lands
would now be illumined. For We counseled all with that which
would exalt their station and refine their souls. Blessed is he
who hath heard and acted, and woe unto the heedless ones....
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To: Mirza Musa Javaheri et al., in Baghdad
Date: 1307-02-30 ? [1889-Oct-26]

He is God, exalted be His glory, majesty and power!

Although at the beginning of every letter it is needful—nay, in-
cumbent upon every soul—to make mention of the one Friend,
the one Beloved, the one Desire, and to set forth, to the ex-
tent possible, His all-embracing favours, His prevenient mer-
cies, and His encompassing loving-kindnesses which have com-
passed every atom of existence, yet, by reason of the strange
events that have occurred and the reprehensible and unwor-
thy deeds of certain persons, one findeth himself so bewildered
and astonied that he chooseth silence and stillness rather than
utterance and speech.

3 O Beloved of my heart! Thou Thyself art witness and testa-
ment that the Pen of counsel of the Blessed Beauty hath moved
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by night and day, commanding all to goodly deeds and praise-
worthy character through utterances that have enkindled the
hearts of the fair-minded and through remembrances wherein
every word concealed an ocean of counsel. Nevertheless, from
some who claim to love Him there hath appeared that which
hath caused the Cause to be wasted among the servants. They
have shown no mercy to themselves, nor to the Cause, nor have
they acted upon the counsels; rather they have done what was
prompted by self and passion. They have cast aside righteous-
ness and embraced tyranny and wickedness. God is witness
and testament that this servant desireth to cry out and raise
his voice, perchance some ear might hearken or some eye might
see, that they might hear and behold that which is the good of
existence. In any case, now that from certain deeds the great-
est despair hath become manifest, we must wait to see what
divine forgiveness and grace shall reveal. Well was it said of
old: “Woe unto me, and again woe unto me, should I come
before Thee while Thou art displeased with me.” It is hoped
and expected that the loved ones will shine forth among the
servants with the light of sanctity and detachment, in such
wise that all shall acknowledge the loftiness and elevation of
the true people of divine unity and the companions of spiritual
detachment. I conclude these words at this time with these
utterances, saying:

My God, my God! Thou seest some of Thy loved ones in the
darkness of their deeds which Thou didst forbid them in Thy
Book. I beseech Thee, O God of the world and Educator of the
nations, by Thy Prophets and Thy Messengers and Thy Chosen
Ones and Thy trustees, and by Him through Whom the Sun of
Unity shone forth from the horizon of the heaven of Thy grace
and the Moon of Sanctity appeared from the horizon of Thy
Will, and by His family and His companions whom Thou didst
make mighty against the infidels, to assist those who have gone
astray to return unto Thee and to turn to the ocean of Thy
forgiveness. Verily, Thou art the All-Forgiving, the Generous,
the All-Bountiful, the Kind, the Merciful.

5 O Beloved of my heart! O Beloved of my heart! What can I
say regarding what transpired after reading the letter of that
Beloved? Sorrows encompassed me to such a degree that the
response to the letter was long delayed, and the pen was pre-
vented from inscription. If, God forbid, a wrong should appear
from someone, it must be concealed and dealt with forbear-
ingly. All discord, conflict, disputation and that which causes
grief have been forbidden. All have been commanded to love
and fellowship. Nevertheless, each day a new flame appears
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and corruption manifests. In the great city, Muhammad-‘Ali Is-
fahani, despite being shown the utmost love, was so consumed
by the fire of greed and passion that he abandoned all trust-
worthiness and religion, and joining with another like himself,
denied possession of considerable funds belonging to others, in-
cluding those of His Holiness the Afnan, upon them be 9 66
[Baha'u’llah]. In his greed for wealth he accused some of theft
and resorted to various calumnies. Likewise, whenever anyone
claims their portion of the believers’ funds, he says they were
stolen and taken away. He has manifested such opposition as
has had and has no equal. One is bewildered, the pen is be-
wildered, the page is bewildered at how a person can abandon
that which is the cause of his honor and elevation, and cling
to that which degrades, abases and humiliates him.

i In any case, after reading that Beloved’s letter, I proceeded to

the Most Great Shrine and it was presented before His coun-
tenance. He said: “O thou who gazest upon the Face! In all
conditions this Wronged One hath mentioned that which con-
duceth to the glory, exaltation and tranquility of humanity,
and hath counseled all toward that which draweth them nigh
unto God. Were anyone to question all things regarding what
this Wronged One hath intended, all would proclaim at the top
of their voices: ‘Verily, He hath enjoined what is right and for-
bidden what is wrong.” We beseech God, blessed and exalted
be He, to unite the hearts of His servants and to acquaint them
with that which profiteth them in all the worlds of His worlds.”

The signs of thy grief have affected this Wronged One as well.
Despair not of God’s grace and mercy, and grieve not over
the evil deeds of His servants. Ask God to adorn all with the
ornament of justice and fairness. Verily, He hath power over

all things.

This land hath been named the Most Great Prison, and in this
are signs for those who perceive and evidences for those who
see. We beseech Him to open before thy face and those with
thee the gates of grace and bounty, and to send down upon thee
from the heaven of generosity a mercy from His presence and a
favor from His own Self. Verily, He is the Hearer, the Answerer,
the All-Bountiful, the All-Generous, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise. Peace be upon thee and upon thy son. We beseech God,
exalted be He, to cause the fountain of His utterance to flow
through him for the irrigation of His servants, and upon those
with thee among the sincere, devoted, and righteous ones who
profess His unity.
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God willing, through his presence may differences be trans-
formed into unity, corruption into righteousness, discord into
harmony, and sadness into joy. This is not difficult for God,
our Lord and your Lord. O beloved of my heart! Truly the
world and its events are the cause of great sorrow. Although
it has been said “tribulation is for those near to God, then for
the Prophets, then for the chosen ones,” and in light of these
words one remains patient and content when afHlictions befall
oneself - yet the grief of God’s loved ones and what befalls
them melts the liver and burns the heart.

Among these is the harm that befell the beloved of my heart,
His Holiness Mirza. This sorrow is beyond sorrows, for despite
the failing health, overwhelming weakness, and the burning
separation, there arose the sighs of the sincere and tears of the
fair-minded. What became of mercy? Where did compassion
go? What effect did the counsels and advice in the Tablets
have? In any case, after presenting these matters before His
presence, there appeared outwardly that which this ephemeral
one is unable to describe. These are days when the loved ones
must soar with a single wing and gather in one place, dealing
with each other with the utmost kindness and compassion, so
that through their love the people of the world may be illu-
mined by its light and enkindled by its fire. Good manners are
part of human nature, and honor and respect are among its
characteristics. The young must show reverence to the elder,
and the lesser must recognize the station of the greater. This
matter caused the greatest sorrow. I beseech God, exalted be
His glory, that those who committed these acts may return and
arise to make amends for what was lost, so that sorrows may
not exceed their measure and cause destruction. It is better
that we now grasp the hem of His generosity and say:

My God, my God! Thou seest Thy servants and Thy creation,
and Thou knowest them better than they know themselves.
Transform their evil into good and their injustice into justice.
Then, O my God, extinguish the fire of hatred and animosity
with the Kawthar of Thy mercy and the water of Thy grace.
O Lord! Aid them in what Thou lovest and art pleased with,
through Thy bounty and generosity, and assist them to achieve
love and unity through Thy power and dominion. O Lord!
Illumine their outer and inner beings with the lights of Thy
virtues. Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the All-Knowing, the
Wise.
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Beyond these matters, what befell that beloved one caused
countless sorrows, and what can I say about what occurred
after learning of it, to such an extent that the paper fell from
my hand as if the power to hold and grasp had been taken
from it. In any case, in complete wonderment and engaged in
praise, prayer and supplication, I approached the Presence and
made my submission. He said:

O thou who gazeth upon the Face and art immersed in the
ocean of remembrance and praise! What befell thee hath
grieved Me. We beseech God, the Lord of the Throne and
earth, by the waves of the ocean of His utterance and the lights
of the sun of His grace, to protect thee through His care and
guard thee with His hosts and heal thee through His bounty
and purify thee from every disease and illness and from all
that would trouble thy heart. Verily, He is the Healer, the
Sufficient, the Powerful, the Almighty.

Praise be to God, repeatedly you have attained to His mention.
Truly, what befell you produced mighty effects and caused
many sorrows, but we hope that God will transform it into
health and safety and joy and gladness. Verily, He is powerful
over all things.

Concerning what you wrote about the attention, steadfastness
and service of Mirza, upon him be Baha'u’llah’s glory, after
presenting it He said: “Whosoever is for God, God is for him.”
Deeds in God’s path are never lost, like a sapling in blessed and
goodly soil that ever grows, nourished by the water of God’s
grace - exalted be His glory. Soon its signs, leaves and fruits
will become manifest. One pure deed performed for the sake
of the Lord will lead one to the highest paradise. Verily He
does not suffer the reward of the doers of good to be lost. We
beseech God to adorn souls who have turned to Him with the
ornament of steadfastness and wisdom.

O my God! O my God! Thou seest Thy servants who have
turned unto Thee. Adorn them with the robe of steadfastness
and godliness, and assist them in that which Thou hast re-
vealed in Thy Book. O Lord! Deny them not the ocean of Thy
bounty nor the lights of the Sun of Thy giving. Ordain for
them that which Thou hast ordained for those of Thy servants
who are near unto Thee and for the sincere ones among Thy
creation. Verily Thou art God, there is none other God but
Thee, the All-Bountiful, the Generous.

That soul should assist all to perform deeds that cause the
elevation and progress of souls. The deeds and actions that
appeared from some in the early days caused both the wicked
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and the righteous to withdraw, distance themselves and flee.
And the Shi’ih party - may God abandon them - attributed
as many calumnies as they could to these servants, and the
divines of that heedless group strove to spread them. Thus
befell what befell. We hope that the loved ones in that land
will hold fast to the Law and to good deeds. A human being
without deeds and fruits is like a dried-up tree. This Wronged
One, during His sojourn in that land, would go to the mosque
and likewise visit the holy and purified shrines. Nevertheless,
after this Wronged One they did that which was contrary to
all parties. We beseech God to aid all to do what He loves and
is pleased with, and to assist His loved ones to perform deeds
that draw people near unto Him. Verily He is the Hearer, the
Answerer of prayer. Praise be to God, the Lord of the Throne
and the Possessor of the exalted Seat.

We hope that all may attain to deeds that cause the drawing
near and attraction of the servants. God willing, may they be
assisted in matters that cause the exaltation of the people of
unity and the turning of all. In this land, some weak souls and
children, out of their love for good deeds, despite the length of
days, fast during the blessed month of Ramadan and stand in
prayer throughout the night, all holding fast to God’s laws and
clinging to the hem of His grace and generosity. Deeds have
been and are the cause of nearness, exaltation and propagation.
Blessed are they that act and blessed are they that understand.

At one time He uttered this blessed word: “There hath come
upon that Wronged One what hath come upon this Wronged
One. We beseech God to assist the heedless to return. Ver-
ily He is the Ever-Forgiving, the Generous, the Pardoner, the
Merciful.”

Another submission: No one’s word concerning that beloved
one has been or is acceptable. In previous years He would
repeatedly utter these words - may our spirits be sacrificed for
Him: “Let no one speak aught but good concerning Mirza M.,
upon him be God’s peace, care and mercy. Leave him to Us.

This servant has repeatedly heard similar words and written
them to various regions. God is the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed Witness. As they have again mentioned the loved
ones, for each one a special mention has been made. The word
of the Lord - may our spirits be sacrificed for Him:

O Muhammad-Qabil-Shuja’! Your mention hath been made
in the presence of the Wronged One. We beseech God, blessed
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and exalted be He, to illumine thee with the lights of His most
excellent names and His most exalted attributes, and to adorn
thee with that which will draw thee nigh unto Him in all con-
ditions. Verily, He is the Self-Sufficient, the Most High. We
counsel thee to be trustworthy, to be religious, to be truth-
ful and pure, and We ask for thee divine confirmation and
assistance. Verily, He is the Single, the One, the Mighty, the
All-Praised.

O Muhammad! The Wronged One hath turned toward thee
and made mention of thee that thy heart might rejoice thereby.
Give thanks unto God, thy Lord, and say: “My God, my God!
Protect Thy unified servants from the evil of the idolaters who
have encompassed their homes and lands. I beseech Thee, O
God of Names, to guard them with the hosts of the unseen
and the visible, and enable me to perform such deeds as will
diffuse the fragrance of Thy acceptance. Verily, Thou art the
Forgiving, the Merciful.”

O Abdul-Nabi! Sorrows have encompassed Me from those who
claim to be of Mine own Self yet perpetrate that which causeth
My sighs to ascend and My tears to fall. We beseech God, the
Lord of the Throne and of earth, the Lord of the Hereafter
and of this world, to assist the heedless to turn unto Him and
seek forgiveness for their deeds. Verily, He is the Almighty, the
Unconstrained.

Praise be to the Purpose of the world and the Beloved of na-
tions, Whose grace hath encompassed the earth and its people.
His manifest and hidden bounties are ever-present and descend-
ing at all times. Who is able to describe Him as He deserves
to be described, or praise Him as He deserves to be praised?
This is especially true of those servants who reap without hav-
ing sown and take without having given. The servant beareth
witness that grace is from Him, bounty is from His presence,
the verses are by His command, and the laws are in the grasp
of His power. He is the Almighty, the Omnipotent.

26 Three assured souls are mentioned, praise be to God, and have

attained to such mention as leadeth to attention, supplication
and trust. This lowly one conveyeth greetings to each one and
beseecheth the Self-Sufficient, the Exalted for bounty, blessing
and steadfastness for each. Verily, God is the Provider, the
Lord of Strength, the Firm. And specifically for the apple of
the eye of His Honour Ibn, upon him be God’s peace, a special
tablet was sent. God willing, he will attain unto it.
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" As to what thou didst write regarding certain matters, after

presenting them He said: “We beseech God, blessed and ex-
alted be He, to manifest for him that which will profit him
and to send down upon him from the heaven of generosity
that which will exalt him. Verily, He is with His trusting ser-
vants.” That which now causeth the manifestations of grace is
association with the servants in a spirit of fellowship and fra-
grance, and likewise unity, harmony and love. Verily, God is
the Hearer, the Answerer. Peace, remembrance and glory be
upon you and upon those with you and upon God’s righteous
servants.
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Istanbul
Date: 1307-03 [1889-Oct]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful

Though I acknowledge that He cannot be remembered by any
remembrance save His own, and confess that He cannot be
described by any description but His, I make mention of Him
in accordance with what He hath revealed in His perspicuous
Book. In truth, the world of the heart hath no joy save His
remembrance, and the grief and sorrow of hearts and souls find
no relief except in His memory. His remembrance is the source
of gladness and His praise the dayspring of delight. Praise be
unto Him, again praise be unto Him, for having made us know
His remembrance and guided us to His path. I testify that
He is the All-Bountiful, possessed of ancient grace. And peace
and blessings be upon the Dayspring of His mighty signs and
His all-encompassing and manifest evidences, through Whom
knowledge was spread abroad and the arts appeared and the
hidden was revealed, and upon His family and companions,
the arks of guidance and the dawning-places of knowledge and
wisdom - blessings befitting their glorious station and their
exalted rank.

O beloved of my heart! Thy letter, which was adorned with the
praise and remembrance of the Lord of all being and His cho-
sen ones and pure ones, transformed the ocean of sorrow into a
sea of joy and changed the carpet of grief into one of gladness.
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After it was read and perused, it was taken to the Most Great
Spot and presented before His face, attaining the honor of His
attention. He said: “O Amin, upon thee be the glory of God,
the Lord of the worlds! Praise be to God, thou art successful
through His bounty and illumined by the lights of the Sun of
His remembrance. Through the loftiness of the learned and
the wise, the baseness of the ignorant and heedless is made
manifest. From the honor of the righteous in the sight of the
Unconstrained One, the abasement of the wicked becometh
apparent. Thy letter was mentioned before the Wronged One.
The fragrance of steadfastness and love was wafted therefrom.
We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to raise up through
His Afnan and through thee and His loved ones the standards
of trustworthiness and godliness, of truthfulness and sincerity
amongst all men, and to strengthen you with the hosts of wis-
dom and utterance. Verily, He is the Mighty, the Helper.” And
We beseech Him to make manifest through your existence the
trustworthiness of the people of truth and the treachery of the
faithless and the false ones. Verily, He is powerful over all
things.

Whatsoever hath appeared from the Afnan - upon him be My
peace and loving-kindness - hath been fitting and appropriate.
Were it not for divine inspiration, specific instructions would
certainly have been given outwardly. The reins of hearts are
within His mighty grasp, and the reins of understanding are in
the right hand of His will. We beseech Him to aid and assist
you in that which He loveth and is pleased with. Verily, He is
the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

5 In these days, once again a detailed letter has arrived from
those friends, urgently requesting the presence of the Afnan,
and from their words lamentation and mourning can be heard.
Therefore, We have approved their attention to that direction.
This matter was also mentioned before. Letters are continu-
ously arriving, requesting him with utmost humility and low-
liness. The Overseer, upon him be God’s peace, has given
his attention. God willing, through the light of justice and the
power of truth, their innocence shall be proven and established.
We have previously mentioned before the authorities that the
heaven of divine wisdom is illumined by two luminaries: consul-
tation and kindness, and the pavilion of world order is raised
upon two pillars: reward and punishment. God willing, may
his honor the Assistant be confirmed in the execution of jus-
tice. This is a mighty station with God, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.
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We have mentioned and continue to mention the friends. Con-
vey greetings from this Wronged One to the honored Nabil-Ibn-
i-Nabil and those with him and those with you. For each one
We ask that which is everlasting and enduring. Verily, God is
the All-Bountiful, the Mighty, the Powerful.

O beloved of my heart! A group of the honored Afnans, upon
them be Baha’u’llah’s Most Glorious Glory, have with utmost
diligence and effort sought out the honored Afnan, upon him
be Baha'u’llah and His favors. According to what is known,
most have signed this matter and have beseeched God. There-
fore, permission has been granted. This servant begs his Lord
to make the end of all matters good. This evanescent servant
offers greetings and praise to the honored Afnan, upon him be
Baha’u’llah’s Most Glorious Glory, and in all conditions be-
seeches victory and triumph for him. Verily God is the Hearer,
the Answerer.

And likewise, he conveys greetings and praise to each of the
friends, upon them be Baha’u’llah and His favors. The One
God is witness that all are remembered in the heart - a remem-
brance that, through God’s favor, glorified be His majesty, will
neither be forgotten nor fall behind. In these days a letter ar-
rived from the beloved of the heart, the honored Haji Mirza
Haydar-‘Ali, upon him be Baha'u’llah’s Most Glorious Glory.
He was in the land of Ha and Mim and wrote details about
the lack of moderation of some in that land. Glory be to God!
From other directions - from ‘Ayntab and Kurdistan, as well
as the people of Ha and Mim - they have mentioned reprehen-
sible deeds of Dervish Gh-1. Until now no response has been
given regarding this matter. Indeed, the mentioned deeds have
caused the Cause of God to be wasted. In any case, countless
complaints have been made about him and another soul. Such
matters have been and continue to be the cause of great sorrow.

However, they have written very well about the acceptance
of the servants and the exaltation of the Cause, and they have
written about that beloved one that which is the cause of great-
est joy. Among other things, they have written that in every
land where he has gone, the people there, upon mentioning that
beloved one, exclaim “O what longing!” and they have written
that all mention him with the most wondrous utterance and
have sought from God to meet that beloved one again. Were
it not for your good deeds, they would have been consumed by

the fire of the heedless ones’ misdeeds. This servant beseeches
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his Lord to assist His servants to be trustworthy and religious,
and to act according to what He has revealed in His Book.

From the land of Ta also, a detailed letter has arrived from the

spiritual beloved ‘Ali-Qabli-Haydar, upon him be Baha’'u’llah.

Praise be to God, the friends of that land, through the favor
of the Sultan, may God, blessed and exalted be He, strengthen

him, are all at ease and occupied with divine thanksgiving.

Indeed, they have expended and continue to expend great effort
in serving and improving the affairs of the friends. We beseech
God, blessed and exalted be He, to protect him from the evil
of his enemies and to perpetuate the days of his mention and
praise and service.

This evanescent servant takes God, exalted be His glory, and
all the Prophets and Messengers as witness that he has ever
besought and continues to beseech from the heaven of grace
and the ocean of bounty, protection, exaltation, mercy, glory
and blessing for His servants, as well as assistance in deeds
and virtues that are the cause of nearness and the means of
salvation. Nevertheless, I am greatly perplexed by the actions
of some who, despite counsels and exhortations, have caused
their own stations to be wasted.

This year, from every quarter, complaints have been received
concerning certain souls; and likewise, in one of the cities of
these regions, a shameful deed hath been perpetrated. Have
they not heard, and have they not understood, the stations
of righteousness and piety as set forth in the Book of God?
Gracious God! Some act upon that which hath been clearly
and evidently forbidden in the Book of God, while they have
abandoned that which hath been commanded more manifest
than the sun itself. We beseech God to assist all to return
unto Him. Verily He is the All-Forgiving, the Ever-Relenting,
the Merciful. Peace and remembrance and praise be upon thee
and upon those who have held fast unto justice and equity and
unto that which they have been bidden by the All-Knowing
Commander.

The servant 9 Rabi’u’l-Avval 1307
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To: Shaykh Kazim Samandar et al., in Isfahan

Date: 1307-03-06 [1889-Oct-31]

He is the Commander, the Ruler, the All-Knowing, the All- ! f_,l)'J\ ;u\ ‘/’Y\}A 1

Informed

O thou who soarest in My atmosphere and gazest toward My
horizon! Hear My testimony that there is none other God
but Me, the Single, the All-Informed. Nothing escapeth His
knowledge and He is the Truth, the Knower of the unseen. We
make mention of the loved ones of God and seek for each one
the Kawthar of utterance from the chalice of the bounty of the
Lord of all creation. The steadfast ones shall soon behold the
effulgences of the light of their Lord’s gracious favors. Each
of thy requests hath been heard. Convey My greetings and
glorification to those souls who have set their faces toward
the Most Exalted Homeland and the Supreme Summit, and
illumine them with the effulgences of the mention of the Most
Great Luminary.

Praise be to God that steadfast and firm souls have been raised
up. God is My witness that this Wronged One hath loved to
meet His loved ones, but for some time the oppressors and ca-
lumniators have arisen to subvert the Cause of God and have
striven to harm His loved ones. One whom We protected for
forty years hath been ignited with the fire of hatred - he is the
cause of the seduction of the calumniators, the treacherous ones
and the oppressors. Praise be to God that whatsoever was hid-
den in their hearts hath been made manifest, that the servants
of God might distinguish truth from falsehood. This is the
most great bounty that hath shone forth from the Dayspring
of utterance of the Lord of destiny. Blessed are they that hear!
Therefore have We paused in granting permission. If they act
in accordance with what was previously mentioned in this re-
gard, the reward of attainment unto His presence shall be fully
recorded for them. This is among God’s irrevocable promises,
there is no doubt in this. It hath been recorded in confirmation
in My Perspicuous Book. Illumine the loved ones of that land
and its surroundings with the effulgences of the light of God’s
bounty. We beseech God to aid all to champion His Cause.

O my God, O Thou Who art Gracious, Merciful, Beloved, and
the Ultimate Goal! T testify that Thou hast, with the finger of
power, broken the seal of the Choice Wine and, through the
sovereignty of the Name of the Self-Subsisting, hast granted
eternal life to the realm of hearts and souls. This Wine is
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the utterance that hath flowed and appeared from the Tongue
of Grandeur. Blessed is the soul that hath taken and drunk
this most pure Wine from the hand of Thy bounty. O Gra-
cious One! Withhold not Thy servants in these days from the
breezes of revelation and the fragrances of divine inspiration.
Grant them power, bestow upon them success in such wise
that neither the hosts of doubts may prevent them nor the
ranks of allusions drive them away. Aid them in that which
beseemeth Thy Revelation and Thy establishment upon the
throne of Thine utterance. O my Lord! Through clear evi-
dence hath been established Thy wealth and Thy power, and
our poverty and our helplessness before the manifestations of
Thy grandeur. O my Lord! Thou knowest and seest that one
of Thy servants, who hath been named Samandar in Thy most
pure Presence and Most Luminous Station, hath desired to
make mention of Thy loved ones through the tongue of Thy
grace in the kingdom of Thine utterance, that their hearts may
rejoice thereby and their faces be illumined. O my Lord! Or-
dain for him from the ocean of Thy generosity and the heaven
of Thy bounty that which he hath desired, and disappoint him
not of the effulgences of the Sun of Thy grace. Verily, Thou art
the One Who hath power over whatsoever Thou willest, and
in Thy grasp are the reins of all affairs. There is none other
God but Thee, the Lord of the Day of Resurrection.

O Party of God! Be not grieved. The vicissitudes of the world
have ever been and shall ever be. Hearts adorned with the
ornament of divine love shall not be seized by sorrow, nor shall
life and possessions preoccupy them. What behooveth stead-
fast souls today is to cling to wisdom and utterance in guiding
the heedless and hesitant, and to give all a share of the most
pure and luminous wine. Reflect upon what hath befallen this
Wronged One from the first days until now - at times under
the blows of the misguided, at times in chains and fetters. I
swear by the lights of the Sun of Truth that illumineth the
seen and unseen realms that We have borne afflictions the like
of which no ear hath heard, yet since they were in God’s path
they were sweet and beloved. By the life of God, to them that
are in love, colocynth is as sweet as honey. Strive that ye may
not, through names, be deprived of their Creator and Revealer.
Act towards all as ye would wish others to act towards you.

i My God, my God! Aid Thy loved ones in that which befitteth

Thy Manifestation and Revelation, then enable them to assist
Thy Cause through the wisdom Thou hast sent down in Thy
Books, Scriptures and Tablets. O Lord! All things testify to
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Thy grace and bounty, and to Thy might and power. There is
none other God but Thee, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

We make mention in this place of him who was named Javad,
upon him be My glory and loving-kindness. We testify that
he arose to serve My Cause with such steadfastness as no love
of anything could deter. He responded when the Call was
raised, saying: “Here am I, O Lord of all beings and God of
the throne on high and of earth below.” We bear witness to
his acceptance, his turning toward God, and his steadfastness
in this Announcement which caused every oppressor to lament
and made the countenances of the sincere to smile. We beseech
God to adorn him with the crown of utterance and illumine him
with the ornament of My Name, the Mighty, the Wondrous.
The glory be upon him, upon his family, upon those in his
household, and upon all who hear mention of him in this Most
Great Announcement and love him for the sake of My sanctified
and luminous countenance.

O Ahmad! We have mentioned thee before and at this time.
Soon shalt thou witness what hath been ordained for thee by
the Pen of God, the Lord of all worlds. Convey My greetings
to the faces of My loved ones and friends.

We make mention of My handmaiden who attained Our pres-
ence and of My handmaidens who have heard and believed in
God, the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. O
My handmaiden, O Aziziyyih! Thy letter hath come before
the Wronged One and hath attained His presence and hearing.
We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to make thee de-
tached from all else save Him and to cause thee to hold fast
unto His firm and mighty cord.

O S.M.! We have willed to mention thy submitted matters
and grant answers to each one individually. Give glad tidings
from Me to him who was named Muhammad-Qabil-Javad of
the loving-kindness of God, the Lord of the mighty throne. We
have mentioned him before and at this time, by the command
of One Who is All-Knowing, All-Wise. Soon shall the world
pass away, and there shall endure what We have ordained for
him, that he may give thanks unto his Lord, the Compassion-
ate, the Generous. What thou didst send with him hath at-
tained Our presence and been accepted, as a grace from God,
the Lord of all worlds. We beseech Him to open before his face
the door of His bounty and to make him among the helpers of
His Cause.

O Tahmasb Kh.A.! Thou didst desire to attain Our presence
and hearing, and to witness the signs of God, the Mighty, the
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Wise. Blessed art thou and blessed is he who hath so desired.
Verily thy Lord is the Forgiving, the Merciful. We have ac-
cepted thy presence and thy standing before the gate that hath
been opened unto all who are in the heavens and on earth. Re-
joice and say: “Praise be to Thee, O Thou through Whose
command every wise decree is manifested!”

O Siyyid Taqi! Upon thee be My everlasting glory! Thou didst
desire to attain My presence and meet Me, but the calumni-
ators have come between thee and Me. We beseech God to
adorn thy intention with the ornament of His good-pleasure
and to render thy deeds acceptable through His all-pervading
grace. Had people known the excellence of every word that
hath proceeded from the tongue of My grandeur, they would
have sacrificed their lives in My path. Thy Lord is, verily, the
All-Knowing, the Enlightener.

O Mashhadi Taqi Salmani! Say: Praise be unto Thee, O my
God, for having aided me to turn towards Thee and for having
remembered me through Thy never-failing verses. I beseech
Thee, by the lights of Thy throne, to ordain for me that which
Thou hast ordained for those who have attained Thy presence
and have quaffed the choice wine of reunion from the cup of
Thy bounty. Thou art, verily, the Almighty, the All-Bountiful.

O Hasan, son of Ustad Ali! Thy name was mentioned before
the Wronged One. We have remembered thee with that which
the treasures of the world cannot equal. Say: O my God!
Withhold me not from the ocean of Thy bounty, nor from the
Kawthar of Thy generosity. I beseech Thee to ordain for this
servant that which Thou hast ordained for the sincere ones.
Thou art, verily, the Most Merciful of the merciful.

We have heard thy call and
witnessed thy turning towards Us. We have remembered thee
with that which hath caused the fragrances of the All-Merciful
to waft throughout all existence. Blessed art thou for having
heard, turned towards Us, and attained unto this wondrous
utterance.

O Mashhadi Hasan! Thou hast attained unto the Day of God,
wherein the Tongue of Grandeur maketh mention of thee with
that which the kingdom of the dominion of the heavens and
earth cannot equal. Rejoice thou in My remembrance and say:
Praise be unto Thee, O Revealer of verses, and glory be unto
Thee, O Thou Who art the Aim and Desire of those in the
heavens and on earth! I beseech Thee to record for me, with
the Pen of Thy bounty, the reward of attaining Thy presence.
Thou art, verily, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing.
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O Darvish! The tranquility of the world and its peoples lieth in
purification from defilement. We beseech God to sanctify His
servants from whatsoever hath prevented them from drawing
nigh unto Him. Say: Praise be unto Thee for having illumined
my heart with the light of Thy knowledge and my temple with
the ornament of Thy love. Thou art, verily, the One Who hath
power over whatsoever He willeth through His word “Be,” and
it is.

O Samandar! We have made mention of those souls who have
desired to turn towards the Most Great Ocean, and each one
hath been favored with manifest verses and sublime words.
Blessed and welcome be unto him. We have desired at this
time to make mention of Our loved ones in Ra and Shin.

O Karbila’i Qasim, O Attar! Thou hast attained unto the
mention of God in this spot which He hath made the circling-
place of the Concourse on High and the pavilioned maidens
of the Most Glorious Paradise. Be thou thankful and among
those who praise. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to assist
thee and to ordain for thee all the good that He hath ordained
for His sincere servants.

O Yahya! Thy mention hath been honored by being heard and
thy name by attaining His presence. We make mention of thee
with that which shall never perish, as long as the Kingdom
of God, the Mighty, the All-Praised, endureth. We beseech
God, blessed and exalted be He, to make thee and those in
Ha and Mim among the children of the Friend and the heirs
of Him Who conversed with God, among the guardians of His
sanctified House and the protectors of His holy City. The
Trustworthy One, upon him be My glory and loving-kindness,
hath mentioned them time and again, and before him Haydar-
‘Ali, upon him be My grace and mercy. We beseech God that
there may appear through thee and through them that which
beseemeth His days. By the life of God! The Mount rejoiceth
at your presence and the Tree calleth out your name, and in
the revelation of Kudak there appeared that which none can
deny save he who disbelieveth in God, the Single, the One, the
Manifest, the Speaking, the All-Knowing.

O heirs of Him Who conversed with God! Hear ye My call. Tt
draweth you to My horizon and bringeth you near unto God,
the Single, the All-Informed. Give thanks unto your Lord, the
All-Merciful. He hath aided you to turn towards Him and
guided you unto His straight path. Say: He Who speaketh
from the Most Exalted Horizon is indeed the path of God for
all who are in the heavens and on earth. Say: O heirs of Him
Who conversed with God! The Torah crieth out this day in
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My Name, saying: O people of the earth! Fear ye God and be
not of the wrongdoers. The Sun of Justice hath shone forth
and that which was promised in the Books and recorded in
the Scrolls hath appeared. Turn ye with radiant faces and be
not of the heedless. Thus hath the Tongue spoken in this holy,
exalted, mighty and impregnable station.

2 My God, my God! Thou knowest that Himmat hath attained

unto permission. Aid him, O my God, in that which beseemeth
Thy days, then preserve him through the hosts of Thy power,
then ordain for him the reward of those who have attained
unto Thy presence and have heard Thy sweetest call from the
Prison of ‘Akka and have witnessed that which was hidden
from mankind. Verily, Thou art the Omnipotent over whatso-
ever Thou willest through Thy word “Be” and it is.

O Samandar! Upon thee be My glory! Indeed, from the Most
Exalted Pen concerning them and Jinab-i-Yunus Khan, upon
them both be the glory of the All-Merciful, the reward of attain-
ing His presence and meeting Him hath been recorded. Verily,
He is powerful over all things.

O Samandar! Thou didst make mention of Muhammad from
the land of Za and Nun. He hath attained unto the men-
tion of God. We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to
strengthen him in supreme steadfastness in this Cause whereby
the limbs of all names have trembled. Convey My greetings
unto him and give him the glad-tidings of that which hath
been sent down from the heaven of My loving-kindness and
hath appeared from the depths of the ocean of My bounty.
Verily thy Lord is the Munificent, the All-Bountiful.

We wish to make mention at this time of him who is named Haji
Ghulam, who traversed land and sea in his longing to attain
the presence of his Lord, the Lord of all days. We accepted thy
presence as proxy on his behalf. We beseech God to ordain for
him the reward of those who soared in My atmosphere and
spent their wealth in My path, the manifest, the straight.

And We love to make mention of him who turned unto My
face and drank the choice wine of reunion from the hand of My
bounty and arose to serve My Cause in My days - he whom We
named Jamal in My mighty and glorious Book. O Jim! Upon
thee be the glory of God, the Mighty, the All-Wise. Samandar
mentioned thee before thy Lord. We make mention of thee with
a mention which God hath made the sovereign of all mentions.
Verily thy Lord is the Mighty, the Unconstrained.

Convey the greetings of the Wronged One to
Hubbu’llah. In thy previous petition thou didst mention thy
satisfaction with him. Verily, this mention hath attained
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acceptance and good-pleasure in the presence of God, the
Lord of the mighty throne. And We make mention of the son
of him who was named Shaykh Ahmad, who ascended unto
the Supreme Companion out of love for God, the Lord of all
creation, and tasted the sword’s venom in his longing to attain
the presence of God, the Mighty, the All-Praised. There is no
harm in delay in Ra and Shin. If journey and movement be
acceptable and desired in the land of Mim, it is approved.

;. O Samandar! The pledge is from you and faithfulness from

your Lord, the Generous. We make mention of him who hath
been named Hasan from the land of Ta, and give him glad
tidings of God’s loving-kindness, the Lord of all worlds. We
testify that thou hast fulfilled thy covenant and pledge, and
mentioned his name in this noble station. We counsel him
and those in Ba and Dal with the wisdom We have sent down
in the Scriptures and Tablets. It behooveth man to hold fast
unto that which draweth people nigh unto the One, the All-
Informed. Say: Act, O servants of God, according to that
which We have counseled you before and after. Lay hold on
righteousness and the fear of God, as commanded by the Wise
Ordainer.

O Muhammad-Qabli-Isma’ill Thy name was present before the
Wronged One, brought by Samandar, the fire of My love. We
have made mention of thee as a token of Our grace and mercy.
Verily thy Lord is the Mighty, the Powerful. Say: My God, my
God! Ordain for me that which profiteth me and draweth me
nigh unto Thee in all Thy worlds. I testify that Thou knowest
me better than I know myself. With Thee is the knowledge
of all things in Thy perspicuous Book. O Lord! Purify me
from all that is unseemly in Thy days and adorn me with the
ornament of Thy love, the Mighty. Then write down for me
what Thou hast written for Thy chosen ones who have cast
aside all else but Thee, holding fast to the cord of Thy mercy
which hath preceded all in the heavens and the earth.

O Samandar! Every fire in the world is extinguished by the
waters of the objections of the calumniators and perverters,
yet this Fire is observed to increase with each passing moment.
The seas of hatred and animosity have failed to quench it. Each
day it appeareth with a new light, a new flame, and a new
utterance, though from every direction an arrow is aimed and
from every side a sword is drawn. He Whom We preserved
through successive years hath been taken by the manifestations
of idle fancies as a lord for themselves besides God. Moreover,
thou hast heard of the deeds of the followers in the Great City.
God, exalted be His glory, through His complete power hath
revealed the true nature of those souls that all might, after

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

S Gy Al e ST Jydl o
Mgﬁ\m\?ﬁfyd\ijﬁw\
;«d\SJ ) by L Y1 )1 U
53 B s a Al ) Lnby ]
Cat CS s e S8 b b s

CE s dske p 2

£35S oo By San gl i |

eﬂjbuﬂ)\wuﬁ&vfuﬁfkb\
va‘s)&\wu&u\u)mw\w
uﬂp\rwm&muﬁ Slee

Wl) 1ALl Il TG il s 4y
s Sk o) oL i Y15 G
sle Lol B ek 5 1 01 O
JE“;J&MJJJ:;JFL'-&;)LQ‘&‘

oS A0 or 1) 53l

r}ﬁl\@ﬂ&r\pﬂw\‘pﬁb
wamgbﬁ@ﬂuwa&wu
5 o ] e S d‘uw*);
F GG o b B A A
Sae o g Jol Sl a2l Sl oo Jle
Sk Oyl ol KK Get K ke
S s G SR ILF
Staol e b 4 oS 2 sl S
B Koy Jot oKz Sips Lyds ol

sy Olpedl G o S

Cfde 021 sV ol Sl e 55 (63l e
S PN IS G Coba
Aok bl Lan 5 2 )52 55iue sdalie
Gbb Gl 5 b Gdatt 5 able oy5 0y
s 25l wbw&ﬁj‘ﬂ@
Sl ci (3 ollii ol O 36
093 yz) Wi}! (-\Jof}/\ﬁUé.e UJ\Z‘&-\ %5
Pande 55 1y by o JUA uL&-—\ i: g
A oty M Jr 3 ot oS
S B b sgep b 1y o OF plam

o8

30



Vol. 93: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1307 A.H. (1889-1890) part I

BH00218

hearing and witnessing, become aware and return unto the
truth. It behooveth Us to leave off mention of them and make
mention of him who soared in My atmosphere and held fast to
the cord of certitude in My days and acted according to what
was revealed in My Book. He was named ‘Aziz Kha in the
Book of Names. We testify that he turned, was present, and
attained unto that which was inscribed in the Book of God, the
Mighty, the Great. We beseech the Most High to strengthen
him each day in His remembrance and praise and to confirm
him in such steadfastness as neither the ranks of princes nor
the hosts of divines can shake. Verily, He is the Mighty, the
Hearer, the Answerer. Convey My glory unto him and give
him the glad tidings of My verses and illumine him with the
lights of My wondrous remembrance.

My God, my God! The Wronged One desireth to make mention
of Thy loved ones in Ra and Shin, upon whom there hath
descended in Thy love that which hath caused the dwellers of
the pavilion of Thy grandeur and the inhabitants of Thy most
exalted Paradise and the supreme Heaven to lament. O Lord!
Aid Thine enemies to return unto Thee and to turn repentant
unto the door of Thy grace. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the
Glorious, the All-Bountiful. We have made mention of Our
loved ones there and have sent down for them in the Crimson
Book that which shall endure as long as Our most beautiful
names endure. Verily thy Lord is the Mighty, the All-Giving.
We have made mention of ‘Ali ibn Nasir—upon them both be
My glory—before and at this time with a Tablet that no other
tablets can equal. We beseech God to make him a treasure
unto Himself. Verily, He is the Mighty, the Powerful.

The loved ones in that land have all attained to the remem-
brance of God, exalted be His glory, and are present before
His face. Blessed are they and happy are they! We beseech
God, the Most High, to make them the standards of His guid-
ance amongst His servants and to aid them to serve His mighty
Cause. The Wronged One desires to make mention of His
loved ones in Qaf and its surroundings, that they may rejoice
and be transported by the rapture of the call to the Most Ex-
alted Horizon. O My loved ones! The glance of favor hath
ever been directed towards you. That which none save God,
the All-Forgiving, the Most Merciful, can reckon hath been
ordained for you. They who have turned unto Him and have
attained possess such a station that were less than a needle’s
eye thereof to be revealed, the dwellers of the earth would be
thunderstruck. The Mother Book beareth witness unto this at
this manifest time. Convey My glorification unto them and
give them the glad-tidings of the ocean of My mercy and the
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heaven of My loving-kindness and My grace that hath encom-
passed both worlds.

O Samandar! The honored teacher has stood before the Coun-
tenance. Verily God has forgiven him and those whom He
wishes to forgive from among His servants - He is the All-
Forgiving, the Most Generous. O teacher! You have attained
to the presence and meeting, and to that which was announced
in the Books of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. We
beseech God to rain down upon you from the heaven of His
bounty the showers of His gifts. He is verily the Compassion-
ate, the Generous. We testify that you turned towards Him,
attained His presence, and heard the call of the Wronged One
in His mighty prison. This is a deed that cannot be equaled by
the deeds of the world. Soon shall the doers behold the recom-
pense ordained for them from the presence of the Mighty, the
All-Knowing.

O Samandar! The loved ones of that land have ever been and
continue to be before Our sight. The Tongue of Grandeur hath
moved to make mention of them by night and by day. Blessed
are they and joy be unto them! They have attained to that
which none hath attained save those whom their Lord, the
Lord of the Mighty Throne, hath willed.

A Tablet hath once again been revealed specifically for Abdul-
Baqi, upon him be My Glory, and another Tablet for Abdul-
Ali, upon him be My Glory, and those souls mentioned in his
petition. We beseech God that He may aid them all to per-
form such deeds and display such character as would cause the
servants to turn towards God, the Single, the All-Informed.

In most Tablets We have commanded all to observe wisdom.
Nevertheless, in some cities and villages there appeared that
which caused the near ones to be struck with terror and the sin-
cere ones with dismay. The first sedition appeared in Iraq, for
on the first day of Ashura, in place of sorrow there appeared
joy, and in place of silence there arose the sound of singing.
In brief, this action caused the word of malicious souls to be
exalted, although the intention of those who performed these
acts was to celebrate the appearance of the Primal Point, may
our souls be a sacrifice for Him - that is, His blessed birth on
the first day of Muharram - and likewise their belief that all
the Imams, the blessings of God be upon them, had returned
and emerged from their graves. Yes, this matter is true, but
the people of the world have not yet recognized the appearance
of the Promised One, save for a few. Therefore, the require-
ments of God’s loving-kindness and favor - exalted be His glory
- are that, as in the past, all should occupy themselves during
the days of Ashura with commemorating the tribulation of the
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Prince of Martyrs, may our souls be a sacrifice for Him, until
such time as God shall unveil to His servants the mysteries of
His Manifestation and what He hath sent down in His perspic-
uous Book.

This Wronged One, in the land of Ta [Tehran], would fast on
the eve of Ashura, and on the following day would partake
of tea and bread after noon. This was the practice of the
Wronged One, and some of the souls present are aware of this
and know it. In Iraq too, during the days of Ashura, one
should be occupied with commemorating the tribulation. The
loved ones should fix their gaze upon the Most Exalted Horizon
and hold fast to and act according to such practices as are
customarily observed. The tribulation of His Holiness is most
great. Blessed are they who understand.

The glory that shineth from the horizon of the heaven of My
mercy be upon thee and upon those whose names have flowed
from the Pen of God, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting.
Verily, we are God’s and unto Him shall we return.
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To: Baha’is of Kaf and Ra et al.
Date: 1307-03-06 [1889-Oct-31]

He is the One Who hath appeared in the Kingdom of Proof in
the midst of creation!

Praise be to God Who hath revealed Himself through His Most
Great Name unto the world, whereupon the Books were made
manifest, the Scrolls were expounded, the Psalms came forth,
the Tablets were revealed, and the Mother Book spoke forth
at the final goal above the heads of the factions. By God the
Truth! The Dawning-Place of God’s Cause, your Lord, the
Mighty, the Bestower, hath come. Light and revelation and
glory be upon the faithful ones whom neither the former tales
nor the latter have prevented, who have turned with radiant
faces unto the divine traces and have heard with their own ears
the verses of God, the Supreme, the Chosen One.

O friends of God in Kaf and Ra! Hearken unto the call of
God from the precincts of the Prison. He verily guideth you
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unto His Most Straight Path and His Most Great Announce-
ment, whereby the limbs of the nations have quaked—those who
changed God’s bounty into disbelief and led their people to the
abode of perdition. Leave the opposers behind you, then turn
towards the horizon whence hath shone the Sun of Utterance
from God, the Powerful, the Mighty, the Bountiful.

Say: O concourse of the opposers! Come with your ropes and
your staves. By the life of God! Ye have no escape nor any
place of refuge. Fear ye God and follow not every sinful denier
who hath taken vain imaginings as lords besides God and hath
committed that which hath caused the Supreme Paradise, the
Most Exalted Garden, and this Pen whereby God hath sub-
dued the hearts of His servants to lament. Hear ye the call
of the Wronged One, then judge with fairness in this Cause
which, when it dawned from the horizon of utterance, caused
the Proof to cry out, “Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for hav-
ing manifested me through Thy Most Exalted Pen,” and the
Evidence to say, “Thanks be unto Thee, O Lord of Names, for
having granted me victory in Thy days.” Woe unto him who
hath denied Thy Cause and hath not attained unto the glory
of Thy acceptance when the standards of Thy manifestation
were unfurled. I beseech Thee to aid Thy servants to hold fast
unto Thy cord and to be detached from all else besides Thee.
Verily Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

O ‘Ali-Qabl-i-‘Askar! The supplication hath attained the pres-
ence of the All-Bountiful, through Whom the banner of Reality
was raised and the standard of metaphor was lowered on this
Day wherein they that are nigh unto God have soared in the
atmosphere of the love of their Lord, the Lord of the Final End.
We have mentioned thee and have revealed for thee that which
attracteth the hearts and brighteneth the eyes. Soon shall that
which thou seest today be changed, and there shall remain for
thee what hath been inscribed by My Pen in this Tablet, before
which all other tablets have bowed down in submission when
it appeared. Beware lest the doubts of the suspicious ones or
the oppression of the wrongdoers prevent thee from turning
unto the Dawning-Place of verses. Cast aside what the peo-
ple possess, by My Self-Subsisting Name, and take hold of this
Book through which the fragrance of grace and favors hath
been wafted.

In the Persian tongue, hearken unto the call of the Wronged
One. Today the Sun of Truth is manifest, visible, dawning and
shining before all faces, yet the people are heedless thereof and
are attracted, oriented and clinging to vain imaginings and idle
fancies. By the life of God! That which had never appeared in
creation hath been made manifest, and at its appearance the
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Dawning-Places of knowledge and wisdom have bowed down in
submission. To this testifieth every tongue that doubts have
not held back from mention and utterance. Say: O people!
Fear God, then return unto His traces. They verily guide you
unto His path and make you independent of all else besides
Him. He verily needeth not the mention of any other to prove
His Cause. To this bear witness the Concourse on High and
the dwellers of the Most Exalted Paradise, were ye of them
that hear.

Today the people of Baha are souls whom tales have not de-
barred from the holy Kingdom of God. They behold His signs
with their own eyes and hearken with their own ears unto His
verses. Strive ye, that perchance ye may achieve some deed
and be adorned with the ornament of acceptance and the light
of His good-pleasure. His honor Niyaz, upon him be My glory
and loving-kindness, hath verily chosen for himself a station
beneath the shade of My mercy, and at all times hath been
blessed with remembrance, praise and attainment unto His
presence. We beseech God that through him His verses may be
spread among His servants there. Verily, He is powerful over
all things.

The servant in attendance before My face hath made mention
of you on your behalf, and this Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet
hath been revealed from the heaven of Will especially for you,
that you may give thanks unto your Lord, the Compassionate,
the All-Bountiful. Convey My greetings to the loved ones in
that land and say: This is the Day which He had aforetime
announced and foretold, and His Cause hath been recorded by
the Pen of Grace in the divine Books. This is the Day of this
blessed verse wherein He hath said: “Say: God; then leave
them to entertain themselves with their cavilings.” And it is
the Day of another verse wherein all must arise before God’s
Kaaba and utter these words: “I have abandoned a people who
believe not in God and who are disbelievers in the Hereafter.”
Apart from what hath been mentioned, none hath attained
or shall attain unto true knowledge. Had the Shiite faction
turned even slightly toward the Dayspring of Revelation with
their sight and hearing, they would surely have attained unto
that for which they were created to know. Glory be to God!
Him Whose presence they sought by night and day and Whose
remembrance they uttered, they now curse and revile from
their pulpits. Such is the recompense of their deeds, manifested
from the true, overwhelming Justice.

A certain person in those regions from among the Sunnis
claimed to be the Qa’im, and now nearly a hundred thousand
souls have accepted him, while the people of Iran attained
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unto the true Qa’im and martyred Him. Thus hath God
made the lowest among the servants highest, and the highest
Verily, He is the Almighty, the Powerful. At this
moment a book from someone is present before My face
wherein he hath mentioned the Afnan in unseemly terms. Say:
God hath made his seclusion in this place his glory, and he
would not exchange this glory for the glory of all the worlds.
Say: Know with certain knowledge that their pride is not in
commerce and amassing of wealth and that wherewith people
occupy themselves, but rather in propagating this Most Great
Announcement and this Manifest Cause. We beseech God to
guide the speaker to recant. Verily, He is the Ever-Forgiving,
the Merciful.

O ‘Ali-Qabl-i-‘Askar! Say: O my God, my God, my Lord, my
Support, my Goal and my Beloved! Praise and thanksgiving
be unto Thee, and glory and radiance be upon Thee, inasmuch
as Thou hast made Thyself known unto me, revealed unto me
Thy path, and shown me from among Thy signs the waves
of the ocean of Thy utterance, and from Thy remembrance
the effulgences of the sun of Thy knowledge. I beseech Thee,
O Quickener of moldering bones, by Thy Most Great Name
through which the dwellers of the graves arose when the One
Who conversed on Sinai spoke forth, to make me steadfast in
Thy love and firm in wisdom and utterance in the promotion of
Thy Cause. O my Lord! Aid me to fulfill what Thou hast com-
manded me in Thy Book concerning righteousness and piety,
and what Thou hast forbidden me regarding corruption, con-
tention, tyranny and wickedness.

lowest.

O my Lord! I am Thy servant and the son of Thy servant,
standing at the door of Thy bounty and beseeching the wonders
of Thy generosity and grace. Would the All-Bountiful withhold
the suppliant from His door which He hath opened to all who
are in His heaven and His earth? Nay, by Thy Self! This is not
what the people of Baha expect of Thee, O Thou Lord of all
men, Lord of the Throne on high and of the earth below, and
Ruler of the Hereafter and of the world of old. Ordain for me
through Thy grace that which shall make me independent of
all else save Thee, and occupied with Thy remembrance. Verily
Thou art the All-Powerful, the All-Bountiful, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

O My Pen! Make mention of him who was martyred in the
path of God in the early days, who was named Sultan-‘Ali and
who attained the choice wine of revelation from the hand of
the bounty of his Lord, the All-Bountiful. I testify that he
believed in God and acknowledged His Manifestation on a day
wherein every remote scholar denied Him. Blessed art thou,
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O Sultan, inasmuch as the All-Merciful hath made mention of
thee from His glorious station. Glory be upon thee, radiance
be upon thee, and exaltation be upon thee, O thou who didst
hold fast to the cord of God, the Firm! The ocean of bounty
surgeth in thy remembrance, the fragrance of mercy is wafted,
and the verses of God, the Lord of all worlds, are sent down.
We beseech Him, exalted be He, to send thee at all times a
noble Book through the hands of them that are nigh unto Him,
to shower upon thee mercy from His presence, and to provide
thee with His wondrous eternal bounties and His everlasting
paradisial feast. Verily He is the Forgiving, the Bountiful.

My God, my God! Thou hearest the cry of the sincere ones,
the lament of them that are nigh unto Thee, and the sighing of
them that know Thee, when Thine enemies have encompassed
them from every direction and there hath befallen them that
which hath caused the dwellers of the cities of names to wail.
I beseech Thee, O my God, by them and by those who have
offered up their lives in Thy path and have expended all they
possessed in their longing to meet Thee, to assist Thy loved
ones with the hosts of the unseen and of the visible realm.
Then protect them from the evil of every oppressive enemy
and every wicked transgressor.

O Lord! Deprive them not of the waves of the ocean of Thy
bounty, nor of the effulgences of the daystar of Thy grace.
Thou seest them, O my God, holding fast unto Thee and ac-
knowledging that which hath been revealed from Thee. Ver-
ily Thou art with them, witnessing and beholding their deeds
and their confession of Thy oneness, their acknowledgment of
Thy unity, and that which Thou hast sent down in Thy Book.
Thou art He, O my God, from Whose knowledge nothing es-
capeth, and the oppression of Thine enemies and the tyranny
of the wrongdoers among Thy creatures cannot frustrate Thee.
Thou art He through Whose name the standard of power was
planted amidst all creatures and the banner of guidance was
raised amongst all creation. I beseech Thee not to disappoint
those who hope in Thee from the treasury of Thy bounty and
the repository of Thy generosity. Then preserve them through
Thy protection and Thy guardianship. Verily Thou art the
All-Powerful, the Mighty, the Triumphant, the Humbler of all
who are in the heavens and the earth.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Sl Sy Sl s Se ST @)‘
A ST oAl ) e Sl Ll
S ) S 5 201 O3 sl elad
W}g&\&,a\gumu&w
i gﬁk Jr s ouLU &bl l.cf LK
Jm.\;Y\m.U\auLw &)jjo.wuﬁ

f-ﬂ\)ﬁd\}a 4 AJ.MJ..J\ el sl

%ﬂ\éﬂ,w\@gtﬂz&\&\
£ o Sl bl 31 Wl e
eVl Gl ol 4 Ul e 555 5 Lo
b Ll 5 e AL Sl
S By ke b sl S &
F ookl Al syt Kool s O
B s b 2 e laied

V5 S 2 gl o et YV Ol
Sz M sl S s ol
il S S e eb b G 5 K
Sl (L3 ol (67 5 K e
o) S G e Sl b ol
e o S gp om Y AL il
JQ\LM\S)LMV,&?\M(XEJMY
) 3y Cam Sl ol il Sl
v&uw\m:«i\m#@,w\w
el S Sl Shis il
SOlyodl 3 o o g I o581 il
RSN

BLIB 1, BLIB

Or15690.04 Or15728.200

65



Vol. 93: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1307 A.H. (1889-1890) part I

BH01056

BHO01056

To: Muhammad Baqir Naraqi, in Hamadan
Date: 1307-03-06 [1889-Oct-31]

He is the One Who sendeth down from the heaven of utterance
whatsoever He willeth

Praise, sanctified from knowledge and understanding, be-
seemeth and befitteth the Desired One of the worlds, Who
from a single drop from the ocean of His generosity brought
the world of existence into being, and adorned absolute noth-
ingness with the ornament of being. He is the Omnipotent
One Whose Word’s influence hath encompassed the world,
and the effulgences of Whose Will’s Luminary have illumined
the realms of earth and heaven. The clamor of the world held
not back His cloud of light from its outpouring, nor did the
tumult of the world prevent its effusion. His might was not
weakened by all created things, nor was His Will prevented
from its dominion and power by the hatred of the opposers
and deniers. Glorified be His greatness, exalted His dominion,
and mighty His proof!

And then, thy letter which thou didst send in the name of
Jud, upon him be My glory, reached the Most Holy Court,
and this response hath been sent down from the heaven of the
Will of the Lord of all men: O thou who hast turned toward
My horizon! Hear My call from the direction of My prison.
Verily, He remembereth thee even as He remembered thee be-
fore, and hath sent down that whereby bodies have taken flight
and mountains have passed away like the passing of clouds,
and the Herald proclaimeth: The Kingdom and the Domin-
ion, then the Greatness and the Might belong to God, the
Single, the One, the Powerful, the Mighty, the Bestower! We
have heard thy call and whatsoever was manifested from thy
tongue, both outwardly and inwardly. We have answered thee
through this Book whereby the idols have been thunderstruck
and the hearts of the worshippers of vain imaginings have been
shaken, and every misbeliever who denied the beginning and
the return hath lamented. Give glad tidings to My loved ones
on My behalf and remind them of that which hath been sent
down from the Kingdom of My utterance, that it may attract
them to a station wherein the desires of men shall not change
them, nor their might, nor shall that which is with the people
prevent them from that which hath been sent down from the
Supreme Pen in the Scriptures and Tablets.
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In the Persian tongue, hearken unto the divine call. Some time
ago thy letter arrived and attained unto presence and hearing,
and this time too the letter which thou didst send in the name
of Jud, upon him be My glory, was brought to the presence
and presented by one of the Branches who is named Diya’,
and this response hath been sent down from the Dayspring of
divine revelation and the Dawning-Place of His Cause, that
thou mayest rejoice and be of them that render thanks.

In these days countless sorrows have arrived from all direc-
tions. Certain treacherous souls in the great city, inflamed
with the fire of greed and avarice, have committed that which
hath caused the people of the cities of justice and fairness to
lament, and likewise the actions of some in various regions
have become the cause of great sorrow. Today the people of
Baha must attract through righteous deeds and guide to the
highest horizon. We have previously said: “My affliction is not
My imprisonment, nor that which hath come upon Me from
Mine enemies, but rather the deeds of My loved ones who asso-
ciate themselves with Me yet commit that which causeth My
heart and My pen to lament.” Verses like this have repeatedly
been sent down. Glory be to God! The people of Baha should
recognize every soul at their first meeting.

i By the life of God! The companions of self and passion are

evident and manifest from the people of righteousness and god-
liness. These two groups have been and are distinct from each
other. O companions of the right hand! Strive that perchance
the servants may be sanctified from the taint of tyranny and
immorality and may purpose to attain the most exalted sum-
mit. We beseech God to grant attentive ears and penetrating
vision. Convey to all the loved ones of that land greetings from
the Wronged One, and gladden them with the splendors of the
Sun of meanings and utterance. We make mention of the sons
of Khalil and the heirs of Kalim, both male and female, and
We beseech God to aid them all in that which is befitting of
His days.

Haydar-Qabli-‘Ali, upon him be My glory and My loving-
kindness, has ever been and continues to be favored by the
Will of God, steadfast in service, speaking in remembrance,
and turning with his heart in acceptance. Blessed is he
who hearkens unto his word concerning this momentous
Announcement.

Convey My greetings to Yehuda on behalf of the Wronged One.
We make mention of him and beseech God the Exalted to kin-
dle him with the fire of His love, to adorn him with the orna-
ment of service to the Mighty, the Inaccessible, and to enable
him to act in accordance with what hath been ordained in His
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perspicuous Book. God willing, thou shalt be aided in that
which conduceth to the sanctification and detachment of the
servants.

Abu’l-Fadl, upon him be My glory, hath done what was meet
and seemly for him. He is indeed among the sincere ones in
the Book of God, the Lord of the worlds.

We make mention of him who is named Muhammad-Qabli-
Hasan and give him the glad-tidings of his Lord’s mercy, the
All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful. We make mention of him
who hath turned with his eyes through a remembrance that
shall endure throughout the permanence of God’s kingdom,
the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. We make mention of him who
is named Aga Khan and counsel him with that which shall
exalt the station of man - and I am the True Counsellor.
We beseech God to ordain for thee and for those who have
believed the good of the hereafter and of this world. He is
verily the All-Bountiful, the Mighty, the Great.

As to their intention to journey forth in these days, wisdom
doth not permit it. We beseech God to ordain for them what
He hath ordained for His chosen ones. He is verily the All-
Hearing, the Responsive.

O Muhammad-Qabli-Bagir! Praise be to God, thou art re-
membered in the presence of the Wronged One, and the gaze
of loving-kindness hath been directed towards thee and the
steadfast souls of that land. The petitions of the distinguished
traveler have repeatedly reached the Most Holy Court. We
beseech God to protect him and to send down unto him that
which shall abide with him in all the worlds of His worlds. H
is, verily, powerful over all things. The glory from Us be upon
thee and upon thy sons and upon those with thee, those whom
the doubts of the barking ones have not prevented from God,
the Lord of the worlds.

‘Ali-Qabli-Haydar, upon him be My glory, hath made mention
of what ye sent. He hath arisen to serve My Cause and hath
spoken in My beautiful praise. We beseech God to strengthen
him, to aid him, and to ordain for him every good that He hath
sent down in His perspicuous Book. Praise be to God Who is
the Object of the mystics and the Beloved of the hearts of them
who are nigh unto Him.
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To: Haji Mirza Haydar Ali Isfahani
Date: 1307-03-06 [1889-Oct-31]

In My Name, through which light shone forth before the cre-
ation of earth and heaven!

How excellent are the tribulations that have befallen the
Wronged One in the path of God, the All-Compelling, the
Self-Subsisting. In truth, tribulation in the path of the
Peerless Beloved has been and ever will be beloved. The
word of Jacob appeared after tribulation, and the Tongue of
Grandeur gave it utterance. Glory be to God! Greed and
avarice have reached such a state that pen and tongue are
powerless and incapable of describing it. What was mentioned
in Akhtar bears witness to the falsehood of its speaker, for he
wrote that they had taken from me a document stating that
all T possess belongs to the Afnan. This is his confession, yet
afterward he says that document is now void and invalid. This
second statement, being without proof or evidence, is and has
ever been invalid in the eyes of the just. They have sold the
Joseph of God, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting, for a
few dirhams. They have strayed from the path of God, the
Lord of what was and what shall be.

Your letters sent in the name of Jud, upon him be My glory,
were perused. Tablets were specifically revealed and dispatched
for some. Ask of God to transform the Most Great Prison.
Glory be to God! The love of the friends and loved ones for
Muhammad-‘Ali is evident and clear, and most are aware of
it. Nevertheless, he has united with one like himself and they
have fabricated calumnies for the sake of the possessions of
the servants. And now they cry out that the wealth has been
stolen and they have set about to subvert the Cause of God.

Say: My God, my God! Through Thy loftiness, Thy transcen-
dence, Thy glory and Thy power, transform the harm that hath
befallen Thy loved ones at the hands of Thine enemies. Thou
seest and knowest, O my God, what they have done and what
they have said. They have cast behind them Thy command-
ments and Thy laws, and have taken what was forbidden them
in Thy Book, out of love for earthly ornaments, both ancient
and new. O Lord! Seize them through Thy might and power
that they may awaken and return unto Thee. Verily Thou art
the Ever-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

;&)@‘%&Jﬁ‘&dﬁsﬁ‘w
¢ Lod)

A o G pallall e SN
Cs Jae 53 N HIG psdl el
S Qi A S 00y 52 B
02 AlObes GBL OL 8 Ol 5 a0 Y
Gu;ésuiﬁ)“{”:«w S meb
o2 53 sl 4o adl ) el o, Rl
S iy § 4 60K ol ol S
) el 0B Jle s 42T 8 WlasS e
Ay b Jb s 5T Kor oy 5 515130
Sllo ke Oy s 2 g G I ol
W oy el B Can 03y JbL e
& L‘ﬂ(fﬂﬂwj eaby (}:‘m et
O by 0K L

oyl Gl e 59 ot § W sl
Db (sam oo pat A1) ad die (608
b el oy > 5 228 Ll
Cawd sl g L) o Ol il e
61;'“6}5\;@“8\;;(}”&4;‘%
st e 3 o it Sas 26T
3 sle Jlsel J»L\J Klosls -5 A3l Aes
5 Hlosgt B |y dlo 02l 0L p Jls

Klazsls 4l o g

s sl Sl o Jh A A
3 S s Sy Selm &Q‘x‘ym:k
Sl el SE G e
5 e SHlB) , SSyuz s ol

A5 A 2l SO S

69



Vol. 93: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1307 A.H. (1889-1890) part I

BHO1511

Convey My greetings to the loved ones in all lands. Say: The
Day of deeds hath come, the Day of victory, the Day of stead-
fastness. Beware lest the utterances of the idolaters or the
words of the misguided grieve you. Every year a certain per-
son from Kaf has written a book repudiating the Blessed and
Goodly Tree, and likewise other heedless souls from every quar-
ter have produced books of rejection and pages of repudiation,
clear and evident. However, in the eyes of those endowed with
insight, these matters have been and continue to be the cause
of the spread of the Cause of God. Do the calumnies of the
people hinder it? Nay, by His very Self! Do the threats of
today frighten it? Nay, by His light through which earth and
heaven were illumined!

It is hoped that they may be like the surging ocean and the
radiant sun. Let them ponder the blessed verse revealed afore-
time and hold fast unto it: Say: God; then leave them to their
vain disputations. A most mighty and holy Tablet specifically
for Mirza Hasan, in the handwriting of the Most Great Branch,
which thou didst request, was sent. If, after perusing it, it re-
mains with ‘Ali, upon him be My glory and loving-kindness,
this is most beloved.

Before the faces of princes and divines, We have, with the pen
of justice and utterance, struck at the swords of tyranny and
rebellion, and We have been and continue to be like a brilliant
and manifest light. Should the entire world unite and rise up
to harm the Truth, it would be and is absolute nothingness.
Verily, We fear no one. We proclaim with the most exalted
call: The appointed time hath come, and the Lord of Names
and Attributes hath come from the heaven of the Command
with the banners of signs.

Today they must drink, with perfect certitude and assurance,
from the choice wine of the utterance of the Goal of all the
worlds. This hallowed wine has been and ever will be free from
intoxication, and bestows eternal joy and everlasting delight.
Take it in My name and for love of Me, despite My enemies who
denied God’s proof and evidence after their confession, and
whom earthly ornaments so deluded as to prevent them from
turning to the splendors of the Countenance, from holding fast
to the Most Great Announcement, and from turning toward
the Straight Path of God.

The glory that shineth resplendent from the horizon of God’s
Tablet be upon thee and upon those who love thee and hearken
to thy words concerning this mighty Cause. Praise be to God,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

B Ols 2S5 pgllas 15 51 15 53 (Ul
Caal1 B3 ) oSl oV 52 01 L)
;)jdgwﬁjb‘))g){y\f\&ﬁ
s e Gy iy Sole tarh o
@b fads? 00y OB (gl p 5l ol
gl O G 35 Sy s s
C)L,jw M ‘}AM} on 4&\(/‘)‘.:&‘
o)jjyvg\sjbé)ﬁthM}Y(ﬂ\

5 ot s e 2 tali STl
Ol sl Ko 45 Sk ca] o il
Osy i B o3 ¢ A1) 8 s e Sk
oo Voge oz § ) ol ) K
$1as dly) @58 s ST a2
5 Gl ade Jo Ol 57 ) falisSe ) amy

Sl el il gle
Sl 0l die 5L Ue 5 |t oy ol
035 Y 5 ble 5 oale 5 23) Ok, [
o s a5k ey o e Cﬁf‘(f«ﬁ;
bb\M;oJ}gJﬂpmwyUrL}&
S G 8 T el s aa) e Ol
AT e oliall ST SOl

WY o,

I Ol paie O Gy 51 4k s
e Gy O s Aelily Olbl , Ol
5l LA Glyls 5 G 500y K )
o2l e ala s i1 1S3 o) SlaeY
Al o e 0L o S i
BNPIAY LI KE31 5 an i1 U

gl &1 bl s )

dos e il g Bl e 301 G 2T

) il SV igh ST et 5 St 0

r:(M (:L,J\J\

s BLIB_ Or15724.065c,
MASS8.108ax

1

ot

INBA42:1!

70


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v042/?page=157
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/b/MAS8/mas8-108.html

Vol. 93: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1307 A.H. (1889-1890) part I BHO01741
BHO01741

To: Unknown, in Isfahan

Date: 1307-03-06 [1889-Oct-31]

He is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed g gu\ 9

1

O Sad! Upon thee be the Glory of God, the Lord of creation. a8 sl Sl 3 J-r. She o b 2

Thy letter which thou didst send to Ism-i-Jud after Asad -
upon both of them be the Glory of God, the One, the Self-
Subsisting - hath been received, and one of My Branches who
was named the Light in My perspicuous Book presented it.
We have answered thee with a Tablet from whose horizon hath
shone the Sun of bounty from God, the Lord of all beings, that
thou mayest read it and thank thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-
Powerful. Grieve not over anything, for He is with thee and
will aid thee through His grace, and He is the All-Bountiful,
the All-Generous.

We have previously sent down that which diffused the fra-
grance of the All-Merciful throughout creation, and at this
time that which hath spread abroad the sweet scent of thy
Lord’s garment, the One Who dominates over all, whether
small or great. Behold, then remember those days when thou
wert present before the Wronged One and didst hear His call
with thine own ears, and didst drink the choice wine of revela-
tion and attainment from the cup of God’s bounty, the Lord
of those near unto Him. We beseech God, blessed and exalted
be He, to assist thee in that which befitteth His days and to
exalt thee among His servants. He is the Guardian of those
who turn unto Him.Hear thou the divine call in the Persian
tongue.

Convey My greetings to all the family members from the
Wronged One and give them the glad-tidings of God’s favors.
They have always been and continue to be in My sight. By
the life of God, that hath been ordained for them which no
hearts have comprehended and no eyes have witnessed the
like thereof.

Concerning what thou didst mention about his honor Muzaffar,
upon him be My glory, a most mighty and holy Tablet hath
been revealed and sent specifically for him. Should he read it,
the doors of grace and favor shall be opened before his face.
Verily thy Lord is the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

His honor Nasr hath been and continues to be remembered
before the Face. We have previously revealed for him that
whereby his name and mention shall endure as long as God’s

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Y1 a5 o e el K&
ol ape s dedl VA ST Lk
ol GE G LAl e el Glasl
sl ot Bl e 52 g Sho
s ;ﬁr’w: D) o)) dye il o o
5 K al st e 0 Y Ll el

(;SJ\JL;.&J\}A;@.\:;J/MJ,A&

G o N imiy Sl e 18 e SIS
o2 1)) 4 ey e b Vs 5 0K
SIS s e 8 e o) S
Casr s plill o 1ol 257 1 pLY)
o ol P s 25 Skl
b Al Jed Al e dil e K
Sy aelY i b Je STy 0l e

A Uy 4l esle

LTk ey ol iy Al gl Ol
St G ol s Ol S pllas 153
&):Gi\ﬁm}asjﬁ)sg)\j\h;
Ol ant Sl Loy 5Ll 3880 4851 Y Lo

3t 53 Sl ade Jalae Ol b 5 41
Joos 5 Sl S (2 81 ol o
5 B Oyl aery oo La ) ous

JLadl sl s K, O Sl
B s 500y ) Sde dn ) 6 i Ol
el of3 5 el 4 i b 45 e 4 W)

71



Vol. 93: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1307 A.H. (1889-1890) part I

BHO01741

kingdom endureth. He verily witnesseth and seeth, and He is
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Convey My greetings to
him from the Wronged One and give him the glad-tidings of
God’s grace and favor. Say: Hold fast unto wisdom, then guide
the people through utterance to the horizon of the All-Merciful.
This is what My Most Exalted Pen hath pronounced in this
lofty station.

Say: We have counseled all to act with kindness. Among the
people are those who have acted upon Our counsel and those
who have followed evil and taken vain imaginings as their lord
without any proof. Thus have their fancies seduced them. How
far is he from the announcement of God, the Mighty, the Wise!
We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to attract him
through His verses and to aid him with the standards of His
clear proofs and to strengthen him with the hosts of His knowl-
edge. He verily hath power over all things.

And as for what was mentioned concerning him who was
named Muhammad Javad, We have previously remembered
him and sent him that which hath diffused the fragrances of
utterance throughout creation. We beseech God, exalted be
He, to strengthen him with His hosts and to open before his
face the gates of utterance and to draw near all who are in
creation to His glory’s court and His holy carpet. There is
no God but Him, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. We have
remembered him before and this is yet another time, that
the fragrance of remembrance might attract him to a station
wherein he will soar on wings of longing in this atmosphere
from whose rushing winds can be heard “The Promise hath
come and the Promised One calleth out before the faces of
kings and subjects: He Who was hidden in knowledge and
inscribed by the Most Exalted Pen in God’s Books, the Lord
of the Day of Resurrection, hath come!” The Glory from Us
be upon him and upon those whom neither the doubts of the
people in the past have caused to slip nor will they be caused
to slip by what shall occur in the future. He verily is the
Truth, the Knower of the unseen.

We counsel all to fear God and to that whereby their stations
shall be elevated among the parties. Verily thy Lord guideth
whom He willeth unto His extended path. The Glory shining
from the horizon of the heaven of grace and bounty be upon
thee and upon those who are with thee and who love thee for
the sake of God, the Lord of what was and what shall be.
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To: Haydar
Date: 1307-03-06 [1889-Oct-31]

He is the Supporter, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise

ﬁg\ ARl BPIUP

1

O Haydar, upon thee be My glory! A letter from the honored .« CL;‘“ ol Gl 3L Sl jus L 2

Sayyah hath reached this Servant wherein he hath expressed
his repudiation of former statements. An answer was writ-
ten and sent to him. We beseech God to purify him from the
thoughts of every corrupt traitor and every tyrannical deceiver.
Despite that person’s claim to assist the oppressed, when his
corrupt intention was not accepted, he arose in wrath and mar-
tyred His Holiness Ashraf. By the life of God! Even if the entire
world should rise up to harm this Wronged One, He hath not
and will not collaborate with the corrupt.

Glory be to God! From the cruelty of that infernal tree, that
honored one knew and knoweth his thoughts. Say: We have
said before, “My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor do I walk
in your ways.” From any matter or deed from which the fra-
grance of corruption, conflict and contention can be detected,
the people of Baha are sanctified, holy and pure therefrom.
One who intendeth harm against his father and brother will
surely show no fidelity to others. His denial of the Wronged
One caused his selfish promptings to rise in enmity, and the
fire of hatred was kindled in his heart.

In the presence of Sayyah We said that such souls have not had
and do not have faithfulness. Trust not in him. Purify the hem
of thy heart from his evil deeds, thoughts and intentions, and
place thy trust in God. Verily, He provideth for whomsoever
He willeth without measure.

In any case, according to what he hath written, by God’s grace
and favor he hath now freed and liberated himself from the
ocean of oppression and corruption. Therefore We seek his
contentment, that he be not troubled, for from the earliest days
he had shown love towards Us. We have loved and continue to
love faithfulness. We beseech God to assist him to serve the
Cause with wisdom and utterance, to make him sincere for His
sake, and to cause him to hold fast to His cord. Verily, He is
the Powerful, the Mighty, the Bountiful.
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To: Muzaffar, in Isfahan
Date: 1307-03-06 [1889-Oct-31]

He is the One through Whom were opened the gates of wisdom
and utterance to all who are in the realm of creation.

This is a Book from Us to the peoples of the earth, wherein
We counsel them with that which will elevate their stations
before God, the Lord of the worlds. Hearken unto the call of
the Wronged One, then look upon the evidences with the eye
of fairness. Verily they will guide thee to a station from whose
horizon hath shone forth the Sun of God’s loving-kindness, the
Goal of them that know.

3 We have counseled all to be trustworthy, religious, and God-
fearing, yet the people have committed that which hath caused
My heart and My Pen to lament before the kingdom of God,
the Mighty, the All-Praised. When thou hast attained unto
My Tablet and found the fragrance of loving-kindness from My
verses, say: My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having
guided me unto Thy straight path and Thy mighty announce-
ment. I beseech Thee, O God of the seen and unseen, by Him
Who conversed with Thee on Sinai, Who through Thy power
and sovereignty was established upon the throne of Revelation,
to aid me to be steadfast in Thy love. O my Lord! Illumine
my heart with the light of Thy knowledge, then manifest unto
me that which will set aright my affairs in this world and in
the next. O my Lord! Thou art the All-Bountiful, possessed of
great bounty. I beseech Thee not to disappoint me from what
is with Thee. I testify that within Thy grasp are the reins of
all who are in the heavens and on earth.
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To: Ghulam Qabl-i-Ali, in Kashan

Date: 1307-03-06 [1889-Oct-31]

He is the Expositor, the All-Knowing @L‘J\ L;\J.\ 9

O Ghulam gabl-‘Ali, hear My call once again from the direction
of My prison. Verily it will draw thee near to My court, give
thee to drink of the Kawthar of My favor, show thee the Lu-
minary of My bounty, and kindle thee with the fire of My love.
Thy Lord, verily, is the One manifest in grace, the Ruler with
justice, and He is the Mighty, the Glorious, the All-Bountiful.

My Most Exalted Pen beareth witness to thy service, thy re-
membrance, and thy steadfastness in this Cause whereby the
limbs of idols have trembled. Neither the doubts of the deniers
nor the allusions of those heedless of God, the Lord of the Final
Return, have deterred thee.

Counsel My servants to cultivate goodly character and praise-
worthy deeds, and that whereby their stations may be elevated
among the peoples. They who have cast away righteousness
and committed unseemly acts - these have no portion of this
ocean which surgeth before the faces of religions.

O concourse of My loved ones! Aid your Lord through deeds
from which the fragrance of divine acceptance may be wafted.
They who claim to love Me must needs adorn their heads with
the crowns of detachment and their temples with the raiment
of righteousness. Thus hath the Tongue of Grandeur spoken
in most of the Tablets.

My concern is not with My enemies, but rather with those who
claim belief yet commit that from which people flee. Thus have
We sent down the verses unto thee and dispatched them to thee,
that thou mayest rejoice and remind the people of that which
hath been revealed from the Most Exalted Pen of God in the
most sublime station. The glory from Us be upon thee, upon
thy father, and upon those who hearken to thy word concerning
the Cause of God, the Revealer of verses.
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To: Aqa Mirza Mihdi, in Tabriz
Date: 1307-03-06 [1889-Oct-31]

He is the One dawning from the horizon of the heaven of proof.

O Mihdi, upon thee be My glory! In this divine springtime and
luminous day, the friends of God must, with love and kindness
and mercy and wisdom and utterance, make the people of the
world aware and summon them to the Most Exalted Horizon.
The first cause which led to the exaltation of the Blessed Word
has been the unity and harmony of the friends. That honored
one must hold fast, with both outer and inner tongue, to that
which was mentioned, and must cling to unity, which is the
greatest cause for the reformation of the world and the refine-
ment of the nations.

Say: Glory be unto Thee, O my God! I testify to Thy oneness
and Thy singleness, and that with Thee is the knowledge of
all things in a Book that none has comprehended save Thee.
O my Lord! T beseech Thee by the ocean of Thy forgiveness
and the heaven of Thy bounty and the sun of Thy grace to
ald me in serving Thy Cause and in that which will diffuse
the fragrance of Thy good-pleasure and will endure through
the endurance of Thy Kingdom. Thou seest me, O my God,
wholly turned toward Thee. I beseech Thee to confirm me in
that which befits Thy days. Verily Thou art the Almighty, the
Exalted, the All-Bountiful.

Make mention of the brethren and friends on behalf of the
Wronged One. We beseech God to aid them and enable them
to draw nigh unto Him. Verily He is the Hearer, the Answerer.

The Glory be upon you from God, the Almighty, the All-
Powerful.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Oladl eler 1 e 32l po
053 Qo s o 53 Gl Se e L
PRCESPICH PPN (P ARSI
Jel a3l s 2l BTG Jal Ol y o8
4k CL&?)\ e & d;\ e ST Dges
ULAT ,\;E 039 W, d\é\j s A{)LA
Ll SLE 12 55 4l bl s sl ol
kel sl el 65 e § Gl

-L':}’-'C:}'ﬁr“ et 5 e

5 Sapoy ) MLl Sl 5
uygg@:;mcswéi,&é\;;
Syt Sl O ) <l VI ade Wl
Gay O S ety Stlae e
Cpow g JEJe s Spl s e
Ll Sl e Bl 05 5 Sty
day o Skl S K clsl B 4
ol sl ot SO LY ad b e
JUadl

Jod & 55 ol il 1 kgs 5 01
“‘“”‘Fﬂf&il’&r@ﬁjr‘“&if‘m
Al @y;\w’w 5

INBA41:327, BLIB_ Or15716.030.21,

BLIB_ Or15724.068

76


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v041/?page=329

Vol. 93: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1307 A.H. (1889-1890) part I BHO06831
BHO06818

To: Mirza Ali Akbar Khan, in Japaleq

Date: 1307-03-06 [1889-Oct-31]

He is the Hearer and the Answerer ey ct:.J\ 9

O thou who hast turned thy face toward the Countenance!
We have desired to send thee a remembrance from the Mother
Book, that it may draw thee to God, the Mighty, the Powerful,
the Bestower. Hearken unto the call from the Divine Lote-Tree
- verily He remembereth thee in the Most Great Prison with

that whereby thy mention shall endure amongst the peoples.

Thy Lord is indeed the Mighty, the All-Bountiful. Recite the
verses of thy Lord by night and by day, at eventide and at
dawn. He hath turned toward thee and revealed for thee that
which causeth hearts to be attracted and mountains to pass
away. When thou art blessed with the breezes of revelation,
say:

“Glory be unto Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by the power
that hath subdued all things, and by Thy Name through which
Thou hast made the names to be submissive, to aid me in
serving Thy Cause amongst Thy servants. Then make me to
be of those whom Thou hast adorned with the ornament of

Thy loving-kindness and preferred above most of Thy creation.

O my Lord! Thou seest this poor one standing at the door of
Thy sanctuary, seeking from Thee that which will elevate his
station among Thy creatures. Verily Thou art powerful over
whatsoever Thou willest through Thy word ‘Be,” and it is.”
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To: Aga Husayn
Date: 1307-03-06 [1889-Oct-31]

In the name of the One God

O Husayn, upon thee be the Glory of God, the Lord of the 5 f«‘E"” oA ;) ) :Lﬁ e g b 2

Mighty Throne! Mention of thee hath been made in the pres-
ence of the Wronged One, and Haydar, upon him be My glory
and loving-kindness, hath repeatedly expressed thy love and
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thy being set ablaze with the fire of affection. It is hoped
that thou wilt occupy thyself with service to the Cause with
utmost eagerness and yearning, attraction and rapture. This
Wronged One hath from the earliest days until now been af-
flicted in the hands of enemies, especially in these days when
the fire of malice and hatred hath been kindled in their breasts
without any cause. Nevertheless, the Most Exalted Pen hath
not been prevented from mention and praise, and night and
day summoneth the peoples of the earth to the Most Exalted
Horizon. No authority hath restrained Him and no fear hath
seized Him. He hath spoken and continueth to speak before
all faces: “Verily there is none other God but Me, the Coun-
selor, the All-Knowing.” Convey My greetings to the loved
ones. Blessed is the servant whom nothing whatsoever hath
prevented from drawing nigh unto God, the Lord of all worlds.
The glory from Us be upon thee and upon them that have
believed in God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.
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To: Siyyid Muhammad
Date: 1307-03-06 [1889-Oct-31]

In My Name, the Wronged One, the Stranger

O Muhammad, hear the call from this far-off spot. It sum-
mons thee to God, the Peerless, the All-Informed. Nothing
whatever escapeth His knowledge, and He, verily, is cognizant
of all things. The tyranny of the oppressors and the rejection of
the deniers have not hindered Him from that which He desireth.
We beseech God to assist thee to serve His Cause in such wise
that the clamor of them that have disbelieved in the Day of
Judgment shall not deter thee. Say: O people! Fear ye God,
and follow not every sinful infidel. Judge fairly concerning that
which hath appeared through the truth, and be not of them
that deny. O people! The ocean of utterance surgeth before
your faces, and the sun of knowledge shineth above your heads,
and the rustling of the Lote-Tree of the furthermost boundary
is heard in your midst. Cast aside that which the people pos-
sess on this Day whereon the breeze of God, the Lord of the
mighty throne, hath wafted. O Muhammad! We made men-
tion of thee before, that thou mayest arise to celebrate My
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praise and glory amongst My servants. And I, verily, am the
Ordainer, the All-Wise. The splendor from Our presence be
upon thee and upon them that have quaffed the choice wine

ol Je 5 S Bl o T SH1 Y
8l 4l o) ) e O Gy L

Q;\LAY\ o
of utterance from the hand of My name, the All-Merciful. We
bear witness that they are among the faithful. INBA42:154, BLIB_ Or15716.029.19
BHO08297
To: Ustad Rida (son of Ustad Mahmud Nagjjar), in Isfahan
Date: 1307-03-06 [1889-Oct-31]
He is the Hearer, the Answerer e CL:“H o

> Blessed art thou, O Rida, for thou hast held fast to thy craft.
The craft of carpentry hath been practiced by those nigh unto
God and His Messengers. Today the craftsman of a praise-
worthy craft is loved in the sight of God and attaineth unto
the glory of acceptance. Thy name was mentioned before the
Wronged One, and there was revealed for thee that whose fra-
grance shall never cease to endure throughout the kingdom of
God, the Lord of the worlds. Blessed is the soul that is engaged
in a craft or profession. By the life of God! The practitioners
of crafts have been and continue to be remembered before His
countenance. Say:

3 My God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having remembered
me when I was among the heedless. I beseech Thee by Thy Fig
which was raised up in the Most Exalted Paradise, and by the
Olive Tree which stood tall before the crimson chambers, and
by Thy binding command which subdued the world, to assist
me to remember Thee and praise Thee and to stand firm in
Thy Cause. Verily Thou art the Almighty, the Powerful, the
All-Bountiful.
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To: Hashim Khalkhali Sarhang, in Tabriz
Date: 1307-03-09 [1889-Nov-3]

He is the One Who has dominion over all names.

This servant has ever remembered the friends and summoned
all to the supreme horizon, yet most have remained deprived
of the fragrances of these days, for they have fixed their gaze
upon the manifestations of fancy and idle imaginings. Glory be
to God! The Sun of Revelation has dawned from the horizon of

Sinai in such wise that none has any excuse to hesitate or delay.

We beseech God to erase the traces of heedlessness and not to
deprive His loved ones of the fruits of the Tree of Knowledge.

O Ha’ before Shin! Upon thee be My glory! Praise be to
God, thou hast attained unto that which was mentioned and
recorded in the divine Books. We hope that on this Day of
God the loved ones will not be held back from the depths of
the ocean of oneness and the effulgences of the Sun of Truth,
and will remain protected from the barking ones, the doubtful,
and the deniers.

The world is bewildered, for it is observed that the servants,
out of love for two fleeting days, have closed and continue to
close their eyes to everlasting, eternal blessings. Thus it is that
the intoxication of heedlessness hath seized most of them.

Say: My God, my God! Aid me in Thy days to truly witness
and hearken, lest the idle fancies and vain imaginings of the
people hold me back from drawing nigh unto the gate of Thy
mercy, which Thou hast opened unto all who are in the heavens
and on earth. Then ordain for me, O my God, that which will
make me powerful through Thy power and willing through Thy
Will. Thou art, verily, the Almighty, the All-Commanding, the
All-Wise.

i The glory be upon thee and upon those who have held fast to

this mighty cord.
9 Rabi’u’l-Avval 1307
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To: Siyyid Ali Afnan son of Afnan Kabir
Date: 1307-03-20 [1889-Nov-14]

He is God, exalted be His station in grandeur and power!

Praise be to the Lord of all desire, Who hath adorned cities
and lands with the lights of the Sun of Truth and the radi-
ance of recognition, and hath confirmed pure and holy ears to
hearken unto the Call. Whoso attaineth unto true hearing at-
taineth unto steadfastness. The purpose of hearing hath ever
been true hearing, as witnessed aforetime when they heard yet
turned away, and hear yet object. Blessing and peace be upon
His Beloved and Chosen One, Whom He chose for the manifes-
tation of His Cause and the promulgation of His laws and ordi-
nances, and upon His family and companions, through whom
God’s proof was perfected unto His creation and His might was
made manifest among His servants.

My spirit be a sacrifice unto your remembrance and your stead-
fastness! The blessed letter arrived and was indeed the bearer
of glad tidings, for it conveyed news of your good health and
well-being, and likewise was an informed herald of the degrees
and stations of detachment, severance, adherence and devotion
- a knower who was knowing, and a pure one who was eloquent
and able. After its perusal and review, it was taken to the
Sacred Presence and presented. He said: “We beseech God,
blessed and exalted be He, to aid him in that which is befit-
ting, to open before his face the gates of blessing and bounty,
and to manifest through him that which will guide people to
His path and adorn them with the ornament of trustworthiness
and chastity. Verily, He is powerful over all things.”

We make mention of an Afnan from among the faithful who
is named Siyyid Aqa, and We give glad tidings unto him who
is named Muhammad-Rida. We beseech God, exalted be He,
to inscribe for them from His Most Exalted Pen that which
shall never be exhausted and shall endure as long as His most
beautiful names and most exalted attributes endure. We make
mention of Our loved ones there and beseech for them blessing
and well-being from God, the Lord of all creation, and We say:
“My God, my God! Make the end of their affairs to be good.”
End quote.

5 This evanescent servant hath ever besought from God, exalted

be His glory, for each of the Afnan that which is the cause of
the greatest bounty for all peoples. Verily, He is the Lord of
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the world and the Guide of His servants to His Most Ancient
and Most Noble Name. Likewise, he hath besought for the
loved ones, upon them be God’s peace, whatsoever is worthy
of His generosity. Verily, He is the Almighty, the Powerful, and
worthy to answer prayers.

; Mention was made of the spiritual beloved, Aga Mirza Abu’l-

Fadl, upon him be Baha’u’llah’s glory, and likewise of the spir-
itual beloved Aga Mirza ‘Abdu’l-Karim and the loved ones of
that land, namely ‘Ishqabad. After presentation, He spoke
words that were as the spring rains of bounty for the saplings
of existence, and as the breeze of generosity for receptive souls
both seen and unseen. Previously, two pages of utterances,
from each word of which wafted the fragrance of grace, mercy
and bounty, were sent to that land through the honored Afnan,
upon him be the Most Glorious Beauty of God. And secondly,
when that eminent one intended mention, the command was
given to send a telegram. The servant beseecheth his Lord to
confirm all in that which He loveth and is pleased with, and
to aid them in that which will elevate their stations among the
parties. Verily, He is the Powerful over whatsoever He willeth,
and He is the Commanding, the All-Wise.

As regards Jinab-i-Mulla Muhammad-‘Ali (Tafti), upon him be
the Glory of God [Baha’u’llah], after presentation They stated
that upon his arrival in prison he sent whatever he had, and
permission was given to accept it, but until now We have not
used it. And now, considering that he has again intended to
send an amount, We will accept this sum provided that he also
accepts this second amount from Us. This is a bounty from
Us. Convey greetings from the Wronged One to him and give
him the glad tidings of boundless favors. The Afnan know and
are aware that this Wronged One’s acceptance of the previous
sum was purely out of love for them. Until now We have not
accepted from most, but from him it was accepted the first
time that it may reach Us a second time. We beseech God to
open before his face the gates of His grace, His bounty and His
blessing, and to make him among those who have attained to
His mention in His lands and to the assistance of His Cause
among His servants through wisdom and utterance. Verily, He
is the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

Again, mentioning the loved ones of the land of ‘Ayn and Shin,
They said: O My loved ones in that place! You are the keys to
the gates of steadfastness among creation and the banners of
guidance among all beings. Through you the unity of His Being
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and the sanctity of His Essence are established. We counsel
you, O loved ones of God, to wisdom and to that whereby your
stations and conditions may be exalted. Blessed are you and
blessed is he who loves you purely for the sake of God, the Lord
of earth and heaven and the Lord of the mighty throne. Beware
lest the clamor of the people who have cast justice behind their
backs, clinging to oppression, frighten you. Verily they are in
grievous torment. They have no helper nor supporter. Soon
will the breezes of chastisement seize them from all directions.
Verily He is the One, the Powerful, the Mighty.

What is needed is unity and harmony and wisdom and mod-
eration in all matters. Blessed are they who have held fast to
the cord of unity and acted in accordance with what they were
commanded by One Who is All-Knowing, All-Wise.

As regards separation - it is in no wise permissible. Separa-
tion in that land causes the fire of hatred to be kindled. In all
the lands of Iran, as that land belongs to another government,
the means of freedom are obtained. However, this freedom be-
comes the cause of bondage for other friends in the lands of
Iran. In any case, in all circumstances one must hold fast to
moderation and to means that cause the attraction and draw-
ing near of hearts, and this matter depends upon goodly deeds
and praiseworthy character which are the cause of guidance
and the drawing near of souls. Verily He is with you, witness-
ing and seeing, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.

Regarding Jinab-i-Mir Muhammad-Husayn Beg, upon him be
the Glory of God, and certain petitions from those parts which
you wrote about - some time ago there was specifically re-
vealed for him that which is an enduring proof for the world
and its people, and it was sent. The servant beseeches his
Lord that He may cause eyes to be gladdened by beholding it
and ears by hearing it. Verily He is the Helper, the All-Wise.
My beloved Mir and the loved ones of those parts, both men
and women, have ever been and are mentioned in the Most
Holy Court. Their station is evident and clear from the divine
Tablets. Blessed are they. Your honor should write replies
to their letters and express the bounties from before the True
One.

Regarding the exalted matters you wrote about - in all condi-
tions We beseech and implore the True One for the exaltation
of His Cause in the cities and regions and for the victory of the
honored Afnan. Verily He is the Answerer of prayers.
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Regarding the Qur’an, it should be obtained from Aqa
Husayn-‘Ali, or a credible document bearing the seal of
several people should be prepared with all details mentioned
therein, and sent to His Holiness Haji Mirza Hasan (upon
him be 966 [Baha'u’llah]) in the Land of Ta. This matter is
most important, for much has been said and many calumnies
have been attributed. However, they should request this from
Aqa Husayn-‘Ali in a spirit of friendship, and they should not
enter into confrontation with anyone. Love and kindness for
the sake of God is required towards every soul, except those
who turn away—this commandment hath been sent down from
the heaven of the divine decree in the Most Holy Book. Well
is it with them that act accordingly. Peace, remembrance and
glory be upon you and upon those who love you and hearken
unto your words.
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To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aqa), in Port Said

Date: 1307-03-20 [1889-Nov-14]

He is God, exalted be His majesty in grandeur and power.

Hallowed praise, sanctified above the wvain imaginings of
the peoples of creation, beseemeth and befitteth that Self-
Subsisting One Who was not withheld, nor turned aside from
His purpose, by the aversion of the froward, the denial of the
faithless, the violence of the aggressors, or the malice of the
ungodly. The onrushing potency of His blessed Word was not
stayed by the opposition of the mighty, nor barred by the
repudiation of the Pharaohs. Glorified be His majesty, and
all-embracing His bounty. Out of the dust, by pure grace and
bestowal, He caused a pure gem to appear, that His counsel
might take effect, His Word bear fruit, and this by reason of
His wisdom: that the peoples of the earth might not be seized
with fear, but might attain His presence and be privileged
to hearken. In the certainty of truth, the Sun of the blessed
utterance, “His mercy hath surpassed all created things,”
shineth forth and dawneth from the horizons of hearts. Who
is there that can praise Him for His gifts with praise worthy
of Him? And who is able to thank Him as true thanksgiving
demandeth? We beseech Him to aid His loved ones and

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

SV 2kl sls Lo ) g

o & Ol ol O ) e
Ky e 2l & 1 s 3
3 S e Slan 5 pime a5 K
“a” 550 SN Heslyl 5l 5 558 e
aﬁwu\;)&\,u@@\)g\&p
ey b a2 Al e s e o
F e b ooy alb SL a8 S
ol O CRe y wzz e, sl
T8 ol 5 hpat ey Cdoy (2)) Jal
Sl #8324l o o Cply K5
é\’) G e osb GBIl Al e war
o s W) G ol o sd2 O b o
Sl a3 O Az AN G oS08 Oty

@'ﬂ,r.);‘.b'é““fuvﬂj

84


https://bahai-library.com/rabbani_reminiscences_khalil_shahidi#page=111
http://www.bahai.org/r/466796812
https://www.h-net.org/~bahai/arabic/vol3/tzh5/5tzh.htm

ot

Vol. 93: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1307 A.H. (1889-1890) part I

BH00953

His chosen ones in whatsoever He loveth and is well pleased
withal.

My spirit be a sacrifice unto Your presence, unto your stead-
fastness be a sacrifice, and unto your utterance be a sacrifice.
The letter of Your Excellency—which was indeed a sign of the
glad-tidings of the Lord—even as a radiant morn illumined the
darkness of the sorrows that had descended. In truth, what-
soever hath come, and cometh, from that august personage
bringeth joy. This servant beseecheth his Lord to raise up
Your Excellency for the promulgation of His Cause and the
exaltation of His Word. Verily, He is the Almighty, the Un-
constrained. And after it had been read and its contents made
known, I repaired unto His presence, and after presentation He
said:

He is the Help in Peril, the Almighty.

O My Afnan! Upon you be the peace of God, His grace, His
bounty and His gifts! Thou art ever mentioned in the presence
of the Wronged One, nay rather thou art ever in His pres-
ence and art illumined by the splendors of the Sun of loving-
kindness. The sorrows that have befallen are known and evi-
dent to you, yet worldly events leave no trace upon the tablet
of the heart. We are occupied with God and are engaged in
His praise and utterance. These two days are not worthy of at-
tention. Praise be to God, most of the transgressors have been
and are being recognized. All who possess hearing, sight and
heart bear witness to their lies and calumnies. We beseech God,
blessed and exalted be He, to make you a door for the entrance
of those who enter, and a key wherewith the hearts of those
who turn to Him may be unlocked, to assist you with the hosts
of utterance at all times, and to exalt you through His Name
amongst all religions. Verily He is the Mighty, the Bestower.
Peace and glory and splendor be upon you and upon your son
and upon those who love you and hearken to your words con-
cerning the Cause of God, the One, the All-Informed.

i In these days it hath become clear and evident what manner

of calumnies were spread in the past. The one who reported
the existence of the Qa’im was a woman. When they asked the
revered Ja'far whether the honored ‘Askari had any male off-
spring, that wronged one refused and said that there had been
a child two years before who had died. Those with ulterior
motives rejected and cursed him and called him a liar, but the
word of that lying woman, since it accorded with the desires
and base interests of heedless souls, they accepted and pro-
claimed. In brief, the servant beseecheth his Lord to protect
His servants from the calumnies, conjectures and imaginings
of the people, and to either assist the heedless to return unto
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Him or to seize them with a compelling force from His presence.
Verily He is the Commander, the All-Wise.

The spiritual friend His Holiness Haji Niyaz, upon him be
Baha’u’llah’s glory, came and attained the presence repeatedly,
and hosted feasts repeatedly, and all was accepted with honor.
It is hoped that God, exalted be His glory, will through his
presence make the heedless aware and guide the seekers. He
was repeatedly the recipient of kindness and favor. Blessed
and congratulations be unto him.

As for the matter of the honored beloved His Holiness Haji
Ha Qabla S, upon him be Baha’u’llah’s glory, right was with
him. Before his mention and news, emphasis was given to His
Holiness Ism-i-Jud, upon him be Baha’u’llah’s glory, to write
to my beloved His Holiness Nazir, upon him be Baha'u’llah’s
glory, that the mention [writing] and mention of His Holiness
Haji at the Threshold is in no way permissible. However, pro-
tection has been and is in the grasp of divine power. He will
protect them and there has been ordained for them that which
is the cause of exaltation and ascendancy. It is hoped they
will, with utmost joy and expansion and steadfastness, hold
fast to that which God has willed, that there may appear from
him that which shall endure with the endurance of names and
attributes. May his honor beseech God to enable all to achieve
that which is the cause of the exaltation of His Word.

From all directions complaints have come about Muhammad-
‘Ali. From every direction money has come to him and out of
pure greed and avarice he has wrongfully appropriated people’s
property and denied their rights. He and his companion have
no equal in the world. It was not imagined such souls would
appear in the world, but what was decreed was decreed. A
person who considers himself a well-wisher of the world and
counts himself a patriot, for a few dirhams has written that
which he himself knows to be false, thinking these matters
are harmful to the Cause. Nay, by the Self of God! Karim-i-
Kirmani has written a book of refutation every year regarding
the Primal Point, may the spirit of all else be sacrificed for Him,
and likewise other divines of Iran have been and are engaged
in cursing and execration from pulpits, and Mirza-yi-Sipihr
has written in his history regarding His Holiness that which
has caused all things to lament. In any case, I beseech God
to aid His servants to truthfulness, sincerity, trustworthiness,
religious devotion and faithfulness. Verily He has power over
all things.

To the Star risen from the horizon of His Holiness the Afnan,
His Honor Aqa Siyyid Aqa, upon him be Baha’u’llah’s Most
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Glorious Glory, I convey greetings and praise, and I beseech
God, exalted be His glory, on his behalf for that which befits
His generosity and bestowal. And likewise I send greetings to
other friends in that land. All are mentioned in the presence
and are recipients of favor. Peace and praise and remembrance
and glory be upon your honor and upon those with you and
those who love you and hear your word.

The servant 21 Rabi’u’l-Avval 1307
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To: Mulla Muhammad Qa’ini (Nabil-i-Akbar), in Tihran
Date: 1307-04-05 [1889-Nov-29]

He is the Manifest, the Resplendent, the Self-Evident, the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed

One manifestation of the Name “the Most Generous” cast its
radiance upon the earth—bounty became manifest, the heav-
enly feast descended, and the ocean of generosity surged forth.
And one manifestation of the Name “the All-Knowing” shed its
effulgence upon the world—all were adorned with the raiment of
knowledge, and the Herald of Glory from the right hand of the
Throne of Grandeur proclaimed the blessed words “We have
recorded all things in a clear Book.” O peoples of the earth!
Hearken unto that which hath been raised from the direction
of the Most Sublime Vision of God. By God! This is the
Day wherein every hidden thing hath been revealed, wherein
the Hour hath come and the moon hath been cleft asunder.
Beware lest the veils of them that have turned away and dis-
believed prevent you, or the might of the denizens of hell-fire
who have changed God’s bounty into ingratitude and turned
away from the choice wine and the Kawthar.

O people! Fear God and oppose not Him through Whose light
the earth and heaven were illumined and through Whom the
decree of destiny was manifested. He hath come for your sal-
vation and to draw you nigh unto God, the Lord of the mighty
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throne and the elevated seat. Were He to will to adorn all
things with the ornament of names at this moment and take
it from them at another, He verily hath power to do so. None
can say “Why?” or “Wherefore?” He doeth what He willeth
and ordaineth what He pleaseth. He is the Almighty, the All-
Powerful.

Say: O Hadi! Hearken unto the divine call. This Wronged
One hath mentioned thee, and continueth to mention thee, for
the sake of God, that thou mayest perchance find a way unto
Him. Reflect upon thine acts, and likewise upon that which
hath shone forth from the Dayspring of divine knowledge and
power, that thou mayest haply return from the rivulet to the
ocean, from tyranny to justice, and from oppression to equity.
O Hadi! Forget not God’s favor unto thee. Turn thy face
toward God, the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious. End.

Say: My God! I have forsaken what is with the factions who be-
lieved not in Thee and in Thy signs, and I have turned toward
Thee. Take my hand through Thy power and sovereignty, then
deliver me through Thy favors and bounties. O my Lord! I
am Thy servant and the son of Thy servant. I acknowledge my
heedlessness and error before the manifestations of the lights
of the Sun of Thy knowledge, and my wrongdoing before the
dawning of the Luminary of Thy justice. How many a day did
the light of Thy bounty turn toward me from the horizon of
the heaven of Thy grace, and I turned away from it. Alas!
Alas! My vain imaginings prevented me from drawing nigh
unto the Luminary of certitude which shone forth from the
horizon of the heaven of Thy Will, and doubts veiled me at
the appearance of Thy Name, the Self-Subsisting. O my Lord!
I beseech Thee by the ocean of Thy signs, and the standards of
Thy Manifestation and Thy power, and by Thy Most Exalted
Word whereby the realities of all things were attracted, and by
Thy most sweet call and the shrill voice of Thy Most Exalted
Pen, to forgive my grievous sins. I testify that by Thy com-
mand the ocean of forgiveness surged in the contingent world
and the fragrance of Thy Name, the All-Merciful, was diffused
amongst all religions.

i O thou who art attracted by My verses and soaring in the atmo-

sphere of My love! We have repeatedly made mention of Hadi
Dawlat-Abadi and summoned him to the most exalted hori-
zon, yet that heedless one hath until now remained unaware
and hath not attained unto the blessed word “I believe in God.”
He hath cast aside acceptance and chosen denial, manifesting
an oppression unmatched and unparalleled. For he hath de-
nied a station which, from the earliest days until now, hath
stood manifest before the faces of the heedless, the believers
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and the ungodly, calling all with the most exalted call to the
straight path and heralding the advent of the Great News.

Say: O Hadi! Great is the Cause this day. The Primal Point
uttereth “I am the foremost of them that worship.” Fear God.
Consider that which hath been sent down from the heaven
of thy Lord’s will. Beware lest thou follow the ways of the
ignorant. If thou seekest verses, they have indeed filled the
horizons, and if thou seekest proofs, turn to the sacred writings.
O thou who art devoid of justice! He declareth that if anyone
should utter but a single verse, ye should not oppose him, and
yet now there existeth and is manifest the equivalent of all the
books of the first and the last. Come and behold! Train not
the people of the Bayan as the Shi’ih sect was trained, and bar
them not by their names from the Lord of all creation.

Reflect upon the deeds and words of that sect; perchance thou
mayest turn from doubt to certitude and from the left hand
to the right. For the sake of God it is said, for the sake of
God hear it: how many souls in that land, despite their glory,
exaltation, wealth and power, have forsaken all before thy face
and freely sacrificed their lives at the feet of the Best-Beloved
of the worlds.

“Take heed, O ye whose darkness hath taken the place of ad-
monition! Take heed, O ye whose whiteness hath appeared
upon your cheeks!”

The black spot of the heart’s fancy hath prevailed over its
radiance and obliterated its traces. At the mere mention of
the Bab, fear seized thy limbs, to such extent that thou didst
mount the pulpit and utter that which caused the people of the
cities of justice and fairness to weep. Reflect upon thine own
deeds and the deeds of the detached souls, that thou mayest
not remain deprived of the ocean of grace, bounty and bestowal.
Ponder upon that which thou didst utter from the pulpit. The
martyrdom of His Holiness Ashraf, upon him be the glory of
God and His mercy, had newly come to pass. Some reflec-
tion was needed concerning his protection and his sacrifice,
that perchance thou mightest succeed and attain to confes-
sion after denial. His sacrifice testifieth to his truthfulness and
steadfastness, while thy life beareth witness to thy falsehood,
repudiation and calumny. Glory be to God! Love for the fleet-
ing life of two days hath deprived thee of eternal grace and
divine mercy. Thou didst satisfy Ibn-i-Dhi’b. I was present
in the gathering of the divines when Ibn-i-Dhi’b spoke, say-
ing: “O people! The renunciation, repudiation and denial of
Hadi, who was among the leaders of the Babi party, and his
cursing and execration, sufficeth us. He hath left no further
proof for us to require. Therefore we consider him a believer
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in the Divine Book, namely the Qur’an, and according to the
outward law we cannot associate him with any but the party of
salvation.” In brief, he did that which caused the liver of them
that are nigh unto God to melt. I know not by what proof he
believed in God, and by what evidence he turned away from
Him. We beseech God to aid him to return and repent. Verily
He is the Oft-Returning, the Forgiving, the Merciful. We de-
sire to behold him ascending to the heaven of knowledge and
mysteries, and rising to the summit of truth, while he desired
for himself the lusts of passion, turning away from what the
Lord of all beings, the Possessor of the Hereafter and the First,
desired for him.

One of the friends has been seen saying: “What has happened
that Azal has become rejected?” Say: O thou who art devoid
of justice, fear God! One through whose Word a thousand
Azals have been and are being created - from Him thou hast
turned away and hast uttered calumnies such that all things
have cried out. Apart from this, thou knowest not from what
source names have appeared. Ye have committed that which
no oppressor hath ever committed.

Ye have called the Dayyan ‘Father of Evil’ and the Friend of
the All-Merciful ‘Father of Calamities’, and ye have passed
judgment on and martyred many of the oppressed ones of the
world, and like unto the Shi’ih sect ye have done that which
causeth loss in this world and the next. This name which thou
hast mentioned - from whom is it and who hath bestowed it? If
thou sayest it is from the Source of the Bayan, the Bayan itself
with loudest voice rejecteth thee and saith: “Silence thy tongue,
O heedless one!” For it declareth: “Through the Bayan and its
letters be not deprived of its Source and Manifestation.” And
if that name hath appeared from the Most Exalted Station,
which is the station of the manifestation of the Most Great
News, verily He doeth what He willeth. He giveth and He
taketh away. He is praiseworthy in His acts and obeyed in His
command.

O heedless one! The banner “He doeth what He willeth” is
unfurled before His face, despite thee and those who cast be-
hind them God’s Covenant and His Testament and disputed
His verses. Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One: Leave
the gulf of names, then make for the ocean of meanings and
utterance. This is what thou art commanded by the Truth,
the Knower of the unseen. By God’s life! Neither a name from
among names, nor anything from among things shall profit
thee except through this manifest Cause and this mighty News.
Leave names and turn to the evidences that there may become
clear and known to thee that which today is hidden from most.
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If thou possessest sight and hearing, ponder this word of the
Primal Point - exalted be His glory: “I have written a gem con-
cerning His remembrance, which is that He shall not be known
through any reference nor through what hath been revealed in
the Bayan.” After such a perfect and decisive word, is it possi-
ble to cling to the Bayan and be deprived of its Source? Nay,
by His true Self! From this blessed word, argument through
the Bayan is forbidden, and in the Most Great Manifestation
mention of aught else was not and is not acceptable.

Today the Point of the Bayan uttereth “Verily, I am the first of
them that worship,” while ye are occupied with that which is
unworthy of mention, although that same Point sacrificed His
life in the path of this Most Great News and at all times spoke
in remembrance of Him and was mindful and grieved for what
would befall Him. The lamentation of the Bayan is raised on
account of the oppressors’ tyranny, but hearing ears are lacking
and penetrating vision is not to be found. Where were ye in the
days when this Wronged One was beneath chains and fetters
- at times in stocks and under judgment, and at times in the
hands of the heedless? In the land of Mim there befell this
Wronged One that which hath befallen no one before or since.
Were it not for the Glory, who would have spoken before all
faces? And were it not for Him, who would have manifested the
Cause of God, the Lord of existence? Say: Be fair, by God! He
it is through Whom was hoisted the banner of ‘He is God’ upon
the highest standards, and before the faces of all peoples surged
the ocean of divine knowledge. In times of hardship they are
the first to deny God, and in times of ease they are the first to
claim belief in Him. The Pen is bewildered and the Tablet is
bewildered as to what to recount. Although this Most Great
Revelation hath never needed mention of aught else to establish
its Cause, yet in consideration of the people’s weakness, that
which was recorded may guide the fair-minded to the horizon
of the Cause and direct the seekers to the true Ka’bah. For
four months in the presence of the Sultan, We endured such
torments that pen and ink are powerless to describe, and the
tongue is unable to recount.

5 Say: O company of the heedless! Today proofs and evidences

circle round, yet veils of fancy and idle imagination have pre-
vented eyes from beholding. Throughout all those grievous
days, Mirza Yahya remained secure and protected beneath
pavilions of grandeur, along with his wives and children, in ut-
most comfort. Every fair-minded and informed person beareth
witness to this. On the day of separation, We left him with
his wives and children in perfect health and well-being, and
departed. The reason for this is clear and evident to the fair-
minded. Not a single blow befell him or those with him. The
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truthful witnesses are those souls who are now present and visi-
ble in Cyprus. Say: O concourse of the heedless! Hearken unto
the call of the Wronged One, and deprive not yourselves of the
effulgent rays of the Orb of justice, equity, truthfulness and sin-
cerity. If the fault of this Wronged One be the verses of God
and the manifestation of His clear tokens, this matter hath ever
been within the grasp of His might. Verily, He raised Me up
when I was seated, the hand of His loving-kindness stirred Me
when I was asleep, and He caused Me to speak forth amongst
His servants when I was silent. He, verily, is the Ordainer,
the All-Wise. He commanded Me to raise a call betwixt earth
and heaven. My proof is that which hath appeared and shall
appear through Me, and My evidence is My rising up to pro-
claim this Cause and to reveal that which I have been bidden
by Him, in such wise that neither the might of the world nor
the clamor of the nations hath deterred Me.

Have mercy upon yourselves and upon the Wronged One,
through Whom God’s sovereignty, power, grandeur and might
have been made manifest. He hath revealed the Cause before
the faces of the princes and kings, and hath delivered unto
them the messages of God, His laws, His commandments; and
in this He desired naught save the reformation of the world
and the extinguishing of the fire of hatred and animosity in
the hearts of the peoples. If the heedless ones would observe
with justice, they would comprehend from Whose presence
came the Tablets that were sent to the Primal Point. Verily,
today this Wronged One declareth the Cause through that
which hath been sent down from Him and revealed from His
presence, and calleth all unto the Truth. Blessed are the
just, blessed are the discerning, and joy be to them that have
attained.

By the life of God! The deniers of the Bayan, be they Hadi
or others, are not aware of the root of the Cause, for they
were not with Us. Would that they had been vouchsafed but
one drop from the ocean of knowledge! They cling to names
while remaining deprived of Him Who raised them up and gave
them life. Say: The names shall profit you not, nor that which
ye possess of idle fancies and vain imaginings. By the Truth
of God! The Possessor hath come with manifest sovereignty.
Take ye what hath appeared from the Truth, and leave what
the people possess. This is what ye have been commanded by
God, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting. Say: Cast away
what ye possess of idle fancies. By God! The Sun of Certitude
hath dawned from the horizon of your Lord’s Will, He Who
hath power over all that was and shall be.
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Behold the Tree and its fruits with your own eyes, and the Light
and its radiance, and the Sun and its rays. Beware lest ye cast
behind your backs the counsel of God. Take hold of it with the
power granted by Him and the sovereignty conferred by Him.
Verily, He aideth whom He willeth through His command “Be,
and it is!” We have sent down from the heaven of grace that
which hath illumined the kingdom of wisdom and utterance,
and whereby eyes have been solaced. Blessed is he who hath
clung to the verses of God, which have filled all regions. Say:
Read ye what hath been sent down from the heaven of your
Lord’s Will to the princes and divines. Should anyone desire
to witness with his own eyes the sovereignty and power of God,
let him purify himself from the mention of all else and present
himself before the Divine Countenance, that he might hear and
see that for which the Manifestations of Justice and Daysprings
of Knowledge died in their yearning.

I know not by what path he who hath turned away hath di-
rected himself, by what proof he hath established his claims,
or by what evidence he denieth Him Who from the earliest
days hath been calling out in the name of God, the Lord of
the Promised Day. Say: Fear God, and follow not the ways
of those who have denied the Witness and the Witnessed. By
the life of God! When the verses were sent down from the
heaven of Will, the Primal Point prostrated himself and said:
“I believe in Thee, O Sovereign of existence!” Say: This is a
Revelation to which none before or after can comprehend ex-
cept to a prescribed measure. Say: Hear what the tongue of
the All-Merciful hath spoken in the Bayan: “He Whom God
shall make manifest hath the right to reject him who is not
above anyone on earth.” Beware lest thou deny Him through
Whose mention the Books of God, the Lord of the unseen and
the seen, have been adorned.

Although it beseemeth not one like Me to adduce proof of His
Cause through mention of aught else, yet when We perceived
the weakness and frailty of the servants, We mentioned that
which was revealed aforetime as a mercy from Us unto them.
Verily thy Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Mighty, the All-Loving.
Say: Fear God, O opposer, and be not of those who violated
God’s Covenant and His Testament by following every veiled
barking one. Hearken unto the Call which hath been raised
from the Most Sublime Horizon in this Prison which hath been
named the Most Great Prison by the Lord of eternity. He
calleth thee for the sake of God and counseleth thee since He
seeth thee wandering in the wilderness of passion. Verily thy
Lord is the Truth, the Knower of the unseen. We make mention
of thee and guide thee for the sake of God and desire from thee
no recompense. We have opened before thy face the door of

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

B130 5 5l 5 S WslE) 5 52l |yl
&) e i O TGN sl 5 a2l
5d e Olabe 5 ok e b5k 05l s
o U5 B 053 o8 o Loy oo s 6
Ol 5 AR &Sl 4 U1 Lo fiadll o L
A ol S gl b ol 4 5 L
T oo d5 b 3l B ol S )
O el ST T SJ e
oF ded gy O ) i o)) 5 ) e
L‘&z}c—»ﬁj%;‘rlﬁ‘%ja\}wbﬁ
el Golen 5 dudl llis &5 o (3 Sls

LgL} 4», bl o L;L w2 5 &l u\;;\‘l
wugw;uujsbja.\.abw@
sl )._J\ Sl 4l (.NL LgLn (-\iY\ J}
,»L&p\,ﬁfgﬂ\yc}wmj\&;
2l sle e OV 5 U dil edd s gl
Sl b S cnal JB LN ki)l ase
JE ool fow bt 5l s 65 )
i Lo gl 8 st 58 Lo V1w e
O il osehs b G oL B o) Ol &
O SE G2V G ol (S 4 oo o
) S B S o5 2 e

3 gyl

Sl oY Josa o) s Y 1 31 S,
LSS 2 ;w\dab@j)&&(b 493
S O e bt o iy 43 e I L
G2 b B 5 5 ssad) sl JLadl
L€°—’~4—°;54‘0L~w\;~45uj\w§y;
J@Ju,\;\u\@\u,,,;u;bf\,&\
ol w\ o) a5 eV um
o Sen &) (-J.al\ Sl u.éwrh.:«‘}l\
L;,m;uduum,u&w,m
5 ST Gl e G S 0
Lot 8 el Kooy Y il e ) S
S 65 3 J&H Jadl ol Koy e

93

19



N
\V]

Vol. 93: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1307 A.H. (1889-1890) part I

BH00085

grace that thou mayest enter and behold with thine own eyes
the Sun of knowledge and justice from God, the Lord of the
Kingdom and the Realm.

Hear once again in the Persian tongue the call of the Blessed
Tree, perchance thou mayest turn towards the House of God
and sanctify thyself from idle fancies, vain imaginings and an-
cient tales. Throughout the ages, the Shi’ih sect engaged in
disputation amongst themselves until finally they pronounced
each other infidels. Now consider: what was the glory of that
sect, and what became their recompense on the Day of God?
Reflect with fairness: By My life! Until this time the true
meaning of divine unity hath not been understood, nor hath
anyone previously attained unto it. If thou desirest to under-
stand, sanctify thyself from all thou hast heard, then ask God,
thy Lord, the Lord of the Throne and of the earth, and the
Lord of the last and the first, that He may cast upon thee that
which shall deliver thee from the chains of self and passion, and
guide thee to His straight path.

O people of the Bayan! Cleave ye unto the Book of the Tem-
ples which the All-Merciful hath sent down unto His Name,
the Judge. Verily, it is the hidden knowledge, the treasured
secret, and the preserved symbol which God hath deposited in
the heart of him whom He named the Judge in the kingdom
of the Bayan. Every soul must look into that Book, for He
hath named it the hidden and treasured knowledge. One must
ponder upon the cause of its revelation and the reason for its
appearance, that haply they may attain unto that which God
intended for His servants.

Glory be to God! Despite the entreaty of the Primal Point -
may the spirit of all else be sacrificed for His sake - and His
testament enjoining all to oppose not the Most Great Reve-
lation, yet some, styling themselves mirrors, others claiming
to be successors, and yet others calling themselves guardians,
remain deprived of the Truth. Soon, like the sect before them,
titles such as Chief and Noble will emerge, and perchance even
a fourth pillar will be found.

Say: O ye who turn aside! Hearken unto the Wronged One.
Let not the Bayan keep you from the Purpose of all worlds.
Say: By the life of God! Neither the Bayan nor what the
people possess will profit you except through the Mother Book
which speaketh at the final return. The Owner hath come,
and sovereignty belongeth unto God, the Protector, the Self-
Subsisting.
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If any soul fail to comprehend the purpose of the Book of the
Temples, he should present himself before Us and become ac-
quainted with its meaning, that he may enlighten the people
of the Bayan, perchance they might find a way unto the Truth.
In this Day, the Bayan and all else are contingent upon accep-
tance. Some, through the word Mustaghath, remain deprived
of the river of divine mercy and the ocean of heavenly wisdom.
Say: O heedless ones of the world! This word too was from the
Bayan; by the words of the Point it is not permissible to cite
it as proof. His exalted Word declares: Beware, beware lest
thou be veiled by what was revealed in the Bayan. Repeatedly
hath He said: Let not the Bayan and what is therein deprive
you from the Sovereign of existence and the Lord of the seen
and unseen.

26 After the mention of Mustaghath He declareth: Should He

appear at this very moment, I would be the first to worship
Him. And in another place He saith: None knoweth the time
of the Revelation save God. Whenever it cometh to pass, all
must acknowledge the Point of Truth and render thanks unto
God. Some were and are unaware. Say: O servants! While
time remaineth, strive that ye may attain unto that for which
ye were created from nothingness.

7 Reflect upon the ignorance of the Guide at a time when the

Ocean of divine utterance is manifest and visible, and the
Sun of evidence is dawning from the horizon of the heaven of
Will, manifest and apparent. Yet His followers have been com-
manded to reject Him, and now they are consumed by the fire
of hatred and rancor, and perceive it not. Say: O heedless one!
Again and again have We proclaimed that the Divine Lote-Tree
hath appeared with innumerable fruits, and the Sun of Truth
hath dawned from the horizon of the heaven of bounty. Behold
with thine own eyes and hearken with thine own ears. If this
Cause be denied, then by My life, no cause would be worthy of
acceptance. To this testifieth every seeing one and every just
and knowing soul. Were the Point of the Bayan (may the life
of all else be sacrificed for His sake) present in these days, He
would be engaged in writing before His face. Say: Cast away
idle fancies and vain imaginings, and take what hath come to
you from God, the Self-Subsisting, the All-Compelling. For the
sake of God, let the possessors of justice and fairness - namely
those souls who possess hearing and sight and are endowed
with heart and mind - journey to the island and then to this
land, that perchance they may be adorned with the ornament
of justice and fairness and may speak the truth.
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The deniers are deprived of the eyes of sincerity, purity, justice

and fairness, and are occupied with former lies and calumnies.

The Book of Certitude was specifically revealed in the presence
of the Uncle (upon him be the Most Glorious Beauty of God),
and therein is mentioned the circumstances of this Wronged
One’s imprisonment and journey. Yet they have attributed it
to another. Say: O heedless one! Ask of the Afnan, that it
may become clear and evident unto thee.

One of the kinsmen who was named Muhammad-Hasan came
to this land and upon his return was bearing seventy Tablets
for the servants of God. After arriving in the land of Ta, they
imprisoned him and then sent him to a known village where he
ascended. Those Tablets were stolen by one of the women of

that land and sent to her sister who resided in the land of Ta.

God alone knoweth what she did with them - whether she gave
them out in her own name or in the name of Mirza Yahya.

By God’s life! He was not with Us and was unaware of this
matter. A grave error appeared from him in that he sent a
leaf that was from the Friend and attributed to Him to the
house of the enemy for the sake of worldly glory, and then he
turned away and clung to another. His actions are known and
evident to most. He is unable to read a single Tablet, yet he
hath so added to the imaginings of the deluded ones that none
but God is aware of it. Verily He heareth and seeth, and He
is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. He was not with Us and
was unaware; they were elsewhere. In any case, he became
disappointed in his deed and turned to another.

Glory be to God! Sixty years of his life have passed, and until
now he hath not attained to what is befitting. Love of the
world and station induced him to commit that which caused
the sighs of those near unto God to rise and the tears of the
sincere ones to flow. It is reported that he was also in search of
the Book of Certitude to obtain it. It is not known what scheme
he had devised for it and what he intended. We beseech God
to assist him to return, to repent, and to submit. Verily He is
the Ever-Forgiving, the Merciful, the Most Generous. And He
is the All-Bountiful, the Munificent, the Mighty, the Kind.

Say: O concourse of the heedless! The Point crieth out at this
moment and saith: Have mercy, O people of the Bayan! By
God! He hath appeared for Whose sake I sacrificed My life. I
exhort you, counsel you, and enjoin upon you to behold His
signs with your own eyes and to hearken with your own ears
unto that which hath been sent down from the heaven of His
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will. Fear God, and reject not the truth by virtue of what
ye possess. Reflect by what proof ye believed and by what
evidence ye turned unto My countenance and took hold of My
Book. By My life! The pavilion of glory hath been raised, and
the tabernacle of grandeur pitched. Ye have attained unto a
Day the like of which the eye of creation hath never beheld.
Know ye His station. Do ye not see the Banner of the Bayan
exalted upon the most sublime horizon? Do ye not behold the

Standard of “There is no God but Him” amidst all religions?

Cast aside what ye possess. By the life of God! A single word
of that which hath been sent down in truth from the heaven of
His grace cannot be equaled. Ascend ye the steps of names that
ye may perchance attain unto the heaven of inner meanings.

This is not the day of names. O people of Baha! The Wronged
One hath become a victim of injustice, for the unjust ones of
the world have transgressed beyond all bounds and have clung
to iniquity. Today all must aid the Cause of God through
purity and detachment. The penetration and influence of the
Word dependeth upon the piety and detachment of its speaker.
Some souls content themselves with words alone, yet the truth-
fulness of words is conditional upon deeds. Through deeds is
one’s station and rank made manifest. Words too must accord
with that which hath proceeded from the mouth of God’s Will
in His Tablets. Were some souls to ponder upon what hath out-
wardly transpired, they would not have deprived the essence of
their hearing from what behooveth them by heeding the words
of certain liars and calumniators.

This Wronged One, by order of His Majesty the Sultan, jour-
neyed from the Land of Ta to Iraq, accompanied by represen-
tatives from both the Persian and Russian embassies. Some
time after Our arrival, Mirza Yahya appeared. Consider: had
there been any place of safety other than the shadow of God,
he would surely have turned to it. Furthermore, when We mi-
grated from Zawra to the Great City, after informing the Vali,
We proceeded in accordance with the ordinances of the Sublime
State. At the time of departure, We summoned Yahya and
bade him proceed to Persia, that he might safeguard the Writ-
ings of the Point which had been collected with great difficulty
from various quarters. After Our departure, he abandoned
the Writings and proceeded to Mosul with an Arab, where he
awaited the arrival of the exiles from the Land. When We
arrived, he joined Us.
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Judge ye fairly by God! Had he observed a place of greater
security and comfort than the shade of the Divine Lote-Tree,
he would surely have turned thereunto. Say: O people of the
Bayan! Reflect upon that which hath appeared in truth, then
judge with fairness concerning that which hath befallen this
Wronged One in the path of God, the Lord of all worlds. De-
spite these clear indications and manifest signs, they have said
what the oppressors never said and done what the idolaters
never did. During that migration seventy souls were present,
and he was with that company day and night. Nevertheless,
he wrote to some that he had not been with the group, and
those embodiments of vain imaginings accepted this. In brief,
whithersoever We turned, he came and joined Us. Were they
to ponder upon that which hath streamed forth from the Most
Exalted Pen and that which hath outwardly come to pass, all
would turn from oppression and tyranny unto justice and fair-
ness. Say:

O Hadi! Fear God, fear God, and follow not thy desires, nor

the calumnies of those who have broken God’s covenant and
Observe, observe: the ocean is before thy face.
Hearken, hearken: the call hath been raised between earth
and heaven. Return unto the signs of God and His mercy, that
perchance they may draw thee to the horizon of glory and thou
mayest find thyself seated upon the throne of justice from God,
the Lord of bounty and grace.

testament.

Some time ago We revealed a prayer from the Supreme Pen and
sent it to the Land of Sad, that Hadi might recite it, detached
from all save God, that he might attain unto return. However,
the deaf rock was not moved by the breezes of the utterance of
the Lord of Names, and received no portion from the waves of
the ocean of bounty. We have commanded that prayer to be
written in this Tablet and sent forth, for its recitation is most
efficacious. We beseech God to aid all to do what He loveth
and approveth.

O thou who soarest in My atmosphere, who turnest toward
the lights of My countenance, and drinkest the choice wine of
My utterance! Hear My call: verily there is no God but He,
the Mighty, the Commander, the All-Wise. Some time ago
thy letter arrived, and an answer was revealed and sent forth
from the divine Kingdom of utterance. The friends in the cities
and regions were each illumined by the splendors of the Sun of
Providence. By the life of God, they attained unto that which
hath no like nor equal. We beseech Him to grant all the most
great steadfastness.
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O Nabil, O Nabill Upon thee be My glory and My loving-
kindness. Through divine power and celestial sovereignty We
have arisen before the faces of all. Chains did not prevent
Us, imprisonment did not hinder Us, events did not cause Us
fear, might and clamor and ranks and hosts did not impede
Us, until the Sun of the Cause shone forth from the horizon of
every city, and through the power of the Supreme Pen and the
influence of the Most Exalted Word, in every land the signs
became manifest and the fragrances of utterance were diffused.
Now from behind the veil a band hath emerged and committed
that which made the very essence of truth to weep. O thou
who clingest to the cord of My bounty! Despite the waves of
the ocean of utterance and the effulgences of the Sun of Truth,
the deniers did not turn, nor did they attain unto what was
befitting.

Say: My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having sent down
Thy verses and manifested Thy clear tokens, and for having
illumined the hearts of them that are nigh unto Thee with
the light of Thy knowledge, and of the sincere ones with the
radiance of Thy utterance. I beseech Thee by the ocean of Thy
grace and the heaven of Thy generosity, and by that which was
treasured in Thy knowledge and hidden in the stronghold of
Thy protection, and by the pearls concealed in the treasuries of
Thy Most Exalted Pen, and by the lights of Thy countenance,
O Lord of all beings and Sovereign of the throne on high and of
the dust beneath, to aid the deniers to turn, and the rejecters
to acknowledge, and the heedless to return unto the court of
Thy mercy and to repent before the gate of Thy pardon and
forgiveness. Verily Thou art the Ever-Forgiving, the Pardoner,
the All-Bountiful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

2 He is the Hearing, the Answering

Say: Glory be to Thee, O my God! I turn to Thee in repen-
tance, for verily Thou art the Forgiving, the Bountiful. Glory
be to Thee, O my God! I testify that I have committed that
which hath rent asunder the heavens of justice and split the
earth of equity. Have mercy upon me through Thy bounty, for
Thou art the Most Merciful of the merciful.

I am he through whose tyranny the sighs of Thy sincere ones
have ascended, and the tears of Thy trusted ones have fallen.
I am he whose disobedience hath torn the veil of Thy sanctity
and caused the people of the cities of Thy knowledge and grace
to lament. I testify that in transgression I have surpassed the
wicked among Thy creatures and have wrought that which hath
caused the hearts of Thy chosen ones to melt. Have mercy
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upon me, O my Lord and my King, then forgive me through
Thy grace, for Thou art the Forgiving, the Bountiful.

I testify that I have committed that which hath caused the
radiant faces in the highest Paradise to pale, and the leaves
of the loftiest Garden to fall. I beseech Thee, O Shelter of
the fearful, Refuge of the distressed, and Ultimate Hope of
the mystics, to blot out my misdeeds which have prevented me
from entering the depths of the ocean of Thy bounty and favor,

and from stepping upon the carpet of Thy glory and bestowals.

Alas! Alas! With the sword of my faithlessness I have cut
down the tree of my hope, and with the fire of my rebellion I
have burned the veil of my chastity and station. Where is the
face, O my God, wherewith I may turn toward the lights of
Thy countenance, and where is the worthiness whereby I may
draw nigh unto the ocean of Thy pardon and mercy? Thou
didst create me to exalt and elevate Thy Word, yet I have
abased and brought it low. I am he who, O my God, hath
denied Thy favor, disputed Thy signs, and rejected Thy proof
and Thy testimony.

Thou seest, O my God, how my tears prevent me from the
wonders of Thy remembrance and praise, and my sighs bear
witness to my heedlessness and error before Thy knowledge. I
am he who hath not been ashamed before the Dayspring of Thy
verses, the Dawning-Place of Thy clear tokens, the Repository
of Thy knowledge, and the Source of Thy commandments and
ordinances. Alas! Alas! for my transgressions which have kept
me far from the shore of the ocean of Thy nearness, and my
sins which have prevented me from standing before the door
of Thy grace.

Wilt Thou, O my God, deprive one who hath confessed his
tyranny and acknowledged his sins, and hath testified to Thy
abundant generosity and great bounty? Alas! Alas! The ocean
of error turneth toward the ocean of Thy bestowal, and the
sea of heedlessness and waywardness seeketh the ocean of Thy
pardon and mercy.

By Thy might, O Desired One of the world and Beloved of the
nations, I wish to weep and lament over myself throughout the
duration of Thy dominion and kingdom. How can I not weep?
I weep for my tyranny in days wherein the Sun of Thy justice

hath shone forth from the horizon of the heaven of Thy will.

How can I not weep? I weep for my remoteness from the court
of Thy nearness, my error at the descent of Thy bestowal, and
my denial at the manifestations of Thy favor and blessings.

I am he who, O my God, hath fled from the shadow of Thy

mercy and taken for himself a station among Thy enemies.
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Would that I had been content with that! But I uttered that
which caused the hearts of the people of the pavilion of Thy
glory and majesty to tremble, and blood to flow from the eyes
of the people of the cities of Thy knowledge and wisdom.

Glory be to Thee, O my God and my Lord! How many a day
didst Thou turn toward this servant and mention him through
Thy bounty and call him to the ocean of Thy mercy and the
horizon of Thy grace, while he turned away from Thee and
Thy will and denied the wonders of Thy favors and gifts. O
Lord! Have mercy upon him who hath no one to show him
mercy except Thee, no refuge save Thee, no deliverance except
through Thy bounty, and no escape save through Thy power.

I testify, O my God, that through my tyranny the fruits of
the Lote-Tree of the utmost boundary have changed, and the
leaves of the highest Paradise have yellowed. Thou seest me,
O my God, turning unto Thee, remorseful for that which my
hands, my tongue, my heart, my pen have wrought. I beseech
bounty, O Lord of existence, and generosity, O Bestower of
blessings. 1 testify, O my God, to Thy grace and favor, and
to my wrongdoing and misbelief among Thy chosen ones and
trustees.

Alas, alas! Through my wrongdoing, earthquakes have seized
the tribes of the cities of justice and equity, and then those
who circled round Thy throne, O Lord of all beings and Mas-
ter of the throne and dust. I beseech Thee by Thy sovereignty,
Thy majesty and Thy power which have encompassed Thy
earth and Thy heaven, and by Thy ancient pardon and Thy
all-pervading grace, to ordain for me that which will purify
me from the defilement of my deeds which have prevented me
from drawing nigh unto Thy most holy court and Thy sacred
station.

I testify that I was among the worshippers of vain imaginings
while supposing myself to be of the assured ones, and was an
idolater while deeming myself among the believers. Alas, alas!
My deeds have blackened my face in Thy presence, and my
transgressions have barred me from the door of Thy bounty
which was opened to all in Thy earth and Thy heaven. Alas,
alas! The arrows of my idle fancies have pierced the body of
Thy Cause, and the swords of my disobedience have fallen upon
the temple of Thy Will. Alas, alas! Through the fire of my
heedlessness the hearts of the near ones have been consumed,
and through my wrongdoing all things have lamented.
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Will returning unto Thee bring me nigh unto the court of Thy
glory, and will turning toward Thy gate deliver me from my
self and its rebellion, and free me from the evil of its deeds, its
wrongdoing and its heedlessness? Nay, by Thy might and Thy
glory! The things created in the kingdom of creation profit
me not except through Thy command and judgment. O Lord!
I testify at this moment to the sanctification of Thy Being
from all similitudes and the exaltation of Thy Essence above
mention and utterance. Thou art the All-Glorious, the Most
High, in the beginning and in the end.

My God, my God! Save me by the arm of Thy power from
the pit of self and passion, and deliver me from the fire of
tyranny and transgression. I know not, O my God, with what
countenance to turn to Thee, after knowing that my trespasses
and errors have come between me and Thy good-pleasure and
nearness, and have prevented me from appearing before the
throne of Thy justice.

I remember Thee, O my God, in the evening, and I call upon
Thee, O my Beloved, at daybreak, and I supplicate Thee, O
my Master, at dawn, by Thy name the All-Bountiful, by Thy
name the Ever-Flowing, and by Thy name the All-Giving. By
Thy might and the penetrating influence of the breaths of Thy
revelation and the power of Thy Will, my hope hath well-nigh
been cut off because of my evil deeds and actions.

O Lord! T am Thy servant and the son of Thy servant and
the son of Thy handmaiden. I have hastened to the ocean of
forgiveness with a sin greater than the mountains and vaster
than the field of imagination. I beseech Thee, O Most High
and Self-Sufficing, by the wonders of Thy bounty and grace
and mercy which have preceded the earth and the heavens,
and by Thy pardon which hath encompassed all contingent
beings. There is none other God but Thee, the Lord of names
and attributes.

LTDT.288x, JHT S#192
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To: Siyyid Mustafa Rumi et al., in Rangoon
Date: 1307-04-05 [1889-Nov-29]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted and
Most Glorious Lord!

Praise be to God Who hath perfumed the world with the fra-
grances of His revelation and illumined the hearts of the sincere
with the light of His knowledge. Blessings, peace, glory and
splendor be upon His loved ones and chosen ones who have
arisen to serve His Cause, whom neither the swords of His en-
emies nor the power of the wayward among His servants could
deter. They have arisen with the power of detachment and
aided God, the Lord of creation. No might or power could
weaken them. These are servants through whom the decree of
unity was established, the banners of detachment were raised,
and the light of proof shone forth through the manifestation
of His glorious and wondrous Name.

Glorified art Thou, O my God, my Lord, and my Support!
Purify the ears of Thy servants with the waters of Thy bounty
that they may hearken unto Thy call, and illumine their eyes
to behold the horizon of Thy Revelation. O Lord! Thou seest
how the Shi’ih party boasted of their knowledge and learning,
yet when the promise was fulfilled and the light of the Cause
shone forth, they denied Thy truth and disputed Thy signs,
until they pronounced death upon the Dayspring of Thy grace,
the Source of Thy clear tokens, and the Fountainhead of Thy
commandments and ordinances. O Lord! Sanctify the hearts
of Thy sincere ones from their tales and remembrances, then
adorn them with the ornament of that which hath flowed from
the Pen of Thy justice and the Reed of Thy utterance. O Lord!
Thy favor hath encompassed and preceded all, and Thy mercy
hath encompassed and preceded all. Ordain for those who seek
Thee among Thy loved ones and those who are nigh unto Thee
among Thy creation that which will cause them to be detached
from all else save Thee and to hold fast unto that which Thou
hast commanded them in Thy Book. Verily, Thou art the
Almighty, the Powerful, and worthy of answering prayer.

And further: the letters of that honored brother arrived, each
one a clear testament and faithful witness to his orientation,
adherence and devotion to God, our Lord, the Self-Subsisting.
After their reading, they were taken to His presence and pre-
sented before the countenance of the Lord of all beings, attain-
ing the honor of His attention. This is what the Tongue of
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Utterance spoke forth in the Kingdom of knowledge. These

are His mighty words and His glorious proof:

In the Name of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise!

O Mustafa! Upon thee be the peace of God, the Lord of earth
and Creator of heaven. The servant in attendance before the
Wronged One hath presented thy letter before His face. We
have heard it and answer thee with clear verses that will draw
thee near unto God, the Lord of all worlds. This is a Day
wherein the Herald calleth out at every moment: “The King-
dom belongeth to God, the Lord of the Day of Judgment!”
This is a Day in which every steadfast one hath attained, ev-
ery ear hath heard, and every seeing one hath witnessed that
which hath appeared, shone forth, become manifest and radi-
ant from the horizon of God’s will, the Lord of the mighty
throne. He desireth naught save the sanctification of His ser-
vants and their purification from tyranny, indecency, wicked-
ness and transgression. He, verily, is the Most Merciful of the
merciful. When thou hearest the call from the Most Exalted
Horizon and drinkest the choice wine of utterance from the cup
of the bounty of the Lord of the Kingdom of Names, say:

My God, my God! I testify that Thou didst create Thy ser-
vants for none other than the recognition of the Dayspring
of Thy signs and the Dawning-Place of Thy clear tokens, and
didst fashion ears but to hearken to the shrill voice of Thy Pen,
and eyes but to behold the lights of the horizon of Thy Reve-
lation, and hands but to grasp Thy Book through Thy power
and sovereignty, and hearts but to turn toward the Kaaba of
Thy knowledge, might and command, and feet but to tread
Thy path. I beseech Thee by the faces that were reddened
with blood in Thy path, and by the breasts that were pierced
by the arrows of the enemy in exaltation of Thy Word, and by
the hearts that were not deterred by the oppressors’ might nor
frightened by the cannons of the idolaters, who turned to the
Manifestation of Thy Self in Thy Name and circled round His
will in their longing to attain Thy presence, to aid me in all
conditions to hold fast to the cord of Thy Cause and to arise
to serve Thee and make mention of Thee among Thy servants.

O Lord! I am Thy servant and the son of Thy servant and the
son of Thy handmaiden. I find myself bewildered by Thy Rev-
elation, Thy dawning, and Thy signs that have encompassed
Thy earth and heaven. I beseech Thee to adorn my head with
the crown of detachment and my temple with the robe of hu-
mility and submissiveness before the appearance of Thy com-
mandments and ordinances. O Lord! Assist me through Thy
bounty and generosity to attain the wisdom wherewith Thou
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hast bidden me in Thy Tablets and Scriptures, then enable me
to achieve such steadfastness as Thou hast sent down its de-
cree from the heaven of Thy knowledge and wisdom. O Lord!
Strengthen this servant to arise to serve Thee with wisdom
and utterance, then aid him with the power that encompas-
seth all things and the might that subdueth all existence. By
Thy glory, O God of the world and desire of the nations! My
soul findeth no tranquility save through Thy favors and loving-
kindness, nor doth mine eye find solace except by witnessing
Thy signs. I beseech Thee by Thy Most Great Name to inscribe
me among the companions of the Crimson Ark, which the Her-
ald of Thy Cause announced unto all creation and which Thou
hast made specially for the people of Baha. I testify that Thou
hast never disappointed those who have sought Thee, nor dost
Thou disappoint those who have placed their hopes in Thee.
There is none other God but Thee, the Forgiving, the Merci-
ful.

O Mustafa! With a wondrous voice, hearken unto the call of
the Wronged One. Today the call is raised high, the light is ra-
diant, the fragrance of utterance is diffused, the Kaaba of God
is manifest, and the gate of bounty is flung open. Blessed are
they who have sanctified themselves from the delusions of the
former people and whatsoever tales and idols they possess, and
who have, with pure hearing and hallowed sight, turned their
attention and gazed upon that which hath appeared. Though
in these days receptive ears and penetrating eyes, like justice
and fairness, are rare - nay, non-existent.

The first thing that is incumbent upon the sincere seeker is
sanctification and detachment from the tales, proofs and argu-
ments to which the Shi’ih party hath clung. By God! They
are in manifest error. Their remembrances are but calumnies.
Heedlessness hath reached such a point that they curse from
their pulpits the Manifestations of God’s attributes and names,
and they perceive it not. They do that from which the oppres-
sors of the earth have sought and seek refuge with God. We
beseech God to make thee aware and to aid thee in the pro-
motion of His Cause. The promotion of that which hath been
sent down in the Book of Baha from the Most Exalted Pen
hath been and is through deeds and character. These hosts
are observed to be mightier and more valiant than the armies
of the world.

- Convey My greetings to the friends and say: The hosts of God

today are goodly deeds and praiseworthy character. Hold ye
fast unto them. By My life! Through these hosts the cities
of hearts and minds have been and will be conquered. In this
Most Great Revelation, the most great bounty is manifest and
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the supreme favor is evident. We have forbidden all to engage
in cursing and execration, and likewise from deeds that cause
grief and are the cause of anxiety and sorrow. O Mustafa! We
beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to aid thee in that
which will cause thy remembrance to endure among all remem-
brances and thy name among all names, and to adorn thee with
the word of His good-pleasure. Verily, He is the Mighty, the
All-Bountiful. There is no God but Him, the Single, the One,
the Powerful, the Most Generous.

Praise be to God that on this night, which is the fifteenth
night of the month of Sha’ban the Glorified, they have attained
unto the traces of the Most Exalted Pen and likewise unto the
waves of the ocean of utterance of our Lord, the Most Merciful.
Would that the people of the world might attain unto a drop
from the ocean of divine justice and be illumined by the splen-
dors of the Day-Star of fairness. Glory be to God! The essence
of justice is manifest and the reality of grace is evident before
all faces, and yet the unfair ones of the world, namely the peo-
ple of Iran, are turning to vain imaginings and are turned away
from the Lord of all beings. Through error they have passed
by the eternal gift and through tyranny they are deprived of
divine forgiveness and justice. They reckoned and knew them-
selves to be the best of mankind and the most excellent among
nations, yet when the Finger of Power drew aside the veil,
the opposite became manifest and apparent. They are bereft
of human attributes and are recorded as companions of the
Fire in the Most Great Scene. God is witness and aware that
whenever this evanescent servant contemplates the divine fa-
vors, grief seizes him to such a degree that he nearly perisheth,
inasmuch as every soul hath been and is a seeker of good and
hopeful of grace; nevertheless they are observed to be deprived
and forbidden.

My God, my God! Aid Thy servants to recognize what Thou
hast intended for them through Thy bounty and generosity,
and inspire them with what Thou hast purposed for them
through Thy grace and bestowal. I beseech Thee by the lights
of Thy countenance and the mysteries of Thy knowledge that
Thou disappoint them not of the wonders of Thy grace and
bounty. Thou art, verily, the Omnipotent over what Thou
willest, and within Thy grasp are the reins of all who are in
the heavens and on earth.

And whereas mention was made of the souls aforesaid—upon
them be the Baha of God—after their names had been pre-
sented in the most holy and inviolable Presence, these exalted
words shone forth and were revealed from the Dayspring of the
Will of the Lord of names and attributes. This is that which
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the Tongue of the Desired One hath uttered in remembrance

of Jinab-i-Abu’l-Zafar Sahib—upon him be the Baha of God.

Exalted be His utterance and glorified His proof.

In the Name of God, the One, the Single, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise

O Abu’l-Zafar! The Wronged One makes mention of thee from
the prison with that which will draw thee to God, the Lord
of all worlds. He hath verily revealed in the Book that which
guideth all parties unto His path and teacheth them what will
draw them nigh unto Him. He is the All-Bountiful, the Most
Generous. Victory, in the first instance, is belief in God and
recognition of the Dawning-Place of His verses, the Dayspring
of His Revelation and the Repository of His all-encompassing
knowledge. The servant who is present hath brought a letter
from him who is named Mustafa, upon him be the glory of
God and His mercy, wherein mention was made of thee. We
have made mention of thee with a mention that attracteth the
hearts of them that have turned towards God. The Wronged
One counseleth His loved ones with that which will exalt their
stations among His servants. Blessed is he who hath hearkened
unto the call and acted in accordance with that which hath
been commanded by the Ordainer, the All-Wise. We have
made mention of those who turned towards the Countenance
both before and after they turned, as every just and perceiving
one doth testify.

7 And this is what the Tongue of the Beloved hath spoken unto

him who is named Khayru’d-Din:
He is the One Who gazeth from His most exalted station

O thou who hast turned towards God! Thy name was present
in the prison. We have made mention of thee with that which
causeth thee to find the sweet-scented breezes of thy Lord’s
loving-kindness, the All-Informed. Say: My God, my God!
Praise be unto Thee for having given me to drink from the
Kawthar of knowledge through the hands of Thy bounty and
for having made mention of me through Thy Most Exalted
Pen in such wise as nothing created on earth can equal,
through Thy name, the All-Powerful. I beseech Thee, O Thou
through Whose Most Exalted Word the names were attracted
and through Whose Most Glorious Name all who are in earth
and heaven were subdued, to make me one who speaketh Thy
praise amongst Thy creation and uttereth Thy glorification
amidst Thy servants. Then cause me to be steadfast in Thy
love in such wise that neither the veils of the oppressors nor
the might of the pharaohs shall hinder me. O my Lord! Thou
seest the weak one clinging to Thy Name, the Mighty, the
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distant one to Thy Name, the Near One, and the poor one
to Thy Name, the Strong, the Dominant, the Powerful. O
my Lord! I am he who hath cast aside all else but Thee,
holding fast unto Thee and unto what Thou hast revealed in
Thy Book. I beseech Thee not to deprive me of what lieth
with Thee. Thou art, verily, the Omnipotent over whatsoever
Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee, the Mighty,
the Great.

And this is what hath been revealed for Muhammad Isma’il:

He is the One Who speaketh before all faces

2 O Isma’il! Reflect upon the diverse parties of the world, what

they believe in and what proofs and evidences they cling to.
The Shi’ih party rejected the divine counsels, occupied them-
selves with their desires and were debarred from the Lord of
all beings. When He Who was their heart’s Desire, for Whom
they had waited throughout centuries and ages, appeared, they
pronounced Him an infidel and martyred Him through their
tyranny. And now once again the deniers of the Bayan cling
to the same vain imaginings and hold fast to the same suppo-
sitions. Say: My God, my God! I beseech Thee by the power
through whose manifestation the power of the world was oblit-
erated, and by the light of Thy countenance whereby the na-
tions were illumined, to aid Thy servants to draw nigh unto the
ocean of Thy knowledge and to turn unto the Dayspring of Thy
bounty and the Treasury of Thy wisdom. Verily, Thou art the
Ever-Flowing, the Omnipotent, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

O Siyyid Mustafa! Each of the mentioned souls has attained
that which hath no peer or likeness. Convey greetings to the
other friends on behalf of the Wronged One, and give them the
glad-tidings of the effulgences of the Luminary of God’s grace,
exalted be His glory, that they may rejoice and be numbered
among the thankful ones. We counsel all to observe trustwor-
thiness, righteousness, purity and faithfulness - hosts that are
the helpers of the Truth and the cause of the exaltation of the
Word of God. Praiseworthy character and goodly deeds have
repeatedly flowed from the Pen of the Wronged One. Blessed
are they whose paramount concern is the betterment of the
world and the education of its peoples. He, verily, is the All-
Knowing Expositor. There is none other God but He, the
Single, the One, the Sovereign over all who are in the heavens
and on earth.

O beloved of My heart! Under all conditions that honored
one must observe wisdom, lest that which would disturb souls
should appear. Wisdom is the cause of the salvation of the
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servants and likewise the means of their protection and preser-
vation. I beseech God to illumine His loved ones with its lights
and to adorn them with its traces. Our Lord is, verily, the
Faithful Speaker and the Manifest Counsellor. I make men-
tion of the friends of that land with spiritual and gracious re-
membrances, convey greetings to them, and beseech for them
that which is the cause of elevation and the source of exalta-
tion. Verily God, our Lord, is the Almighty, the Powerful, and
worthy to answer prayers.

5 In response to the petition of the honored beloved, Haji Siyyid

Mihdi, upon him be the eternal glory of God, and his wife,
upon her be the glory of God, two Most Holy, Most Exalted
Tablets were revealed and sent. God willing, may they drink
and give others to drink from the Kawthar of utterance. The
Branches of the Blessed Tree, may my spirit be a sacrifice unto
the dust of their footsteps, send special greetings and express
their favors. Glory, remembrance and praise be upon you and
upon those with you who have drunk the wine of recognition
from the hands of the bounty of their Lord, the Giving, the
Generous.

The servant 15th of the month of Sha’ban the Great, 1306
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To: Mulla Muhammad Qa’ini (Nabil-i-Akbar)
Date: 1307-04-05 [1889-Nov-29]

He is the One Who speaketh in Justice!

Praise and glory beseem the Almighty Lord Who, in the midst
of tribulations and while in the hands of enemies, proclaimed
“Verily, I am the Lord of all beings.” The might of Pharaohs
deterred Him not, nor did the power of tyrants hold Him back
from His purpose. With the knowledge that He doeth whatso-
ever He willeth, He departed from the Realm of Eternity to the
kingdom of creation, that He might quicken the dead through
the divine breathings of revelation and heavenly inspirations,
and lead them to the horizon of glory. The purpose of bearing
countless afflictions and trials was that the world might be pu-
rified from the smoke of hatred and rancor, and that every soul
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might find itself in the seat of truth and the gathering-place of
security.

O thou who soarest in the atmosphere of My knowledge! The
religion of God and His prescribed Law have ever been the
cause of love and unity, yet through misunderstanding they
have become the source of enmity and discord. Strive that
perchance this span-long world might be illumined with the
light of harmony. From that which hath been sent down from
the heaven of divine knowledge, it is clear and evident what
the purpose and intention hath been - that the servants of the
world might turn from bestial characteristics toward spiritual
and luminous qualities, and become purified from unseemly
deeds and actions.

Beseech thou God that no party like unto the Shi’ih sect might
again appear in the world. O thou who gazest upon My counte-
nance! Iswear by the Sun of Truth that until now this Wronged
One hath not revealed the hidden mysteries. All the claims of
those people have been and are like unto Jabulqga and Jabulsa.
They have failed to distinguish between God and His creation.
They have not even perceived the fragrance of true unity, and
yet they count themselves among the most exalted of all peo-
ple. No deed is witnessed from them save corruption, rejection
and malediction.

5 Beseech thou God to illumine the world with the light of justice

and to assist and confirm His Majesty the Shah. Despite the
impertinence of some in the early days, He hath repeatedly in
recent years protected the oppressed from the tyranny of the
ignorant - once in Ha and Mim, again in Qaf and Mim, and
in other places, as when He graciously granted freedom to the
prisoners in the Land of Ta.

; My God, My God! Thou seest my state, my tribulation, my

trials, my imprisonment and my sorrow. I beseech Thee by
Thy Name through which Thou didst open the doors of hearts,
and by the waves of the ocean of Thy utterance before all faces,
to assist His Majesty the Shah in that which Thou lovest and
art pleased with. Verily, Thou art the Lord of all beings and
the Lord of the throne on high and of the dust below.

O My Nabill Upon thee be My glory and loving-kindness!
Thou art well aware of how this Wronged One hath, from the
inception of this Cause until now, arisen before the faces of
all with manifest power and might, without any veil or cover-
ing. Whensoever the Cause of God was exalted and the Day-
Star of His Revelation shone forth, some heedless one would
emerge from behind the veil and act in such wise as would
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cause the servants to hesitate. In the Land of Mystery, despite
the manifestation of the mubahalih [spiritual contest], and the
exaltation of the Word, Siyyid Muhammad-i-Isfahani rushed
to Mushiru’d-Dawlih—upon him be the Glory of God—seeking
refuge and requesting a daily stipend. By God! At this My
heart, My Pen, and My very being lamented. And now Isfa-
hani, together with his companion, is present at the Thresh-
old, engaged in plundering wealth, consumed by such flames
of greed and passion that the Pen is powerless to describe.
Poor trustworthiness writhes beneath the talons of his treach-
ery, while piety, like the phoenix, remains hidden and unseen.
Yet despite all the afflictions that have befallen Us and these
endless tribulations, neither tongue nor pen is restrained. The
oppression of the oppressors and the might of the aggressors
have not prevented Us. We beseech God, blessed and exalted
be He, to aid those who have turned away to turn toward Him,
and those who have denied to acknowledge Him. Verily, He is
the Almighty, the Unconstrained.

Thy letter that thou didst send to this servant hath arrived. At
that very moment, the Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet was
revealed from the heaven of the Divine Will, specifically for the
aforementioned one—upon him be My glory. We beseech God
to aid him to grasp it through His strength and His power.
A blessed scroll was sent; peruse it and send copies thereof
to the lands of Khah, Shahrud, and Mashhad, as well as to
other cities. A volume of the Divine Book is being sent today
from Ha [Haifa] that it may reach thee, and specifically for
the names mentioned, wondrous, sublime and mighty verses
have been revealed and dispatched. Would that they might
understand from whence these verses are revealed and in what
state they are revealed! By God! Were the people of the
world to look with fairness, all would turn to the most exalted
Summit. It is not known by what excuse the hesitant justify
themselves.

By My life! Were the Primal Point [the Bab| present, He would
surely arise before all faces and record that which descendeth
from the Kingdom of grace and bounty. Say: O people! Look
ye at My signs and that which hath proceeded from the ocean
of My utterance. Verily, it will acquaint you with that which
hath been hidden from you through His wisdom. He is verily
the All-Patient, the Concealer, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
The signs of thy grief have saddened this Wronged One. The
glances of My loving-kindness have ever been directed towards
thee. To this all things bear witness. Hold fast unto that which
We have revealed for thee aforetime. Look not to the people
and their ways, but unto the Truth and His sovereignty. Thou
hast ever been and continue to be remembered, to this the
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Mother Book beareth witness at this moment. Say: Praise be
to God, the Lord of the worlds!

As to what thou didst mention regarding thy nephew
Muhammad-*‘Ali—upon him be My glory—this dependeth upon
thine own judgment and is acceptable in the sight of God.
The glory that shineth from the horizon of this heaven be
upon thee and upon those who are with thee, who love thee
and hearken to thy words concerning the Cause of God, the
Lord of the Mighty Throne and the Lord of this firm and
impregnable Cause.
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INBA39:054, BLIB_ Or07852.076,
BLIB_Or15690.077, BLIB_Or15728.215,
ASAT1.110x, ASAT5.271x
BHO01333
To: Abu’l-Fadail Gulpaygani, in Ishqabad
Date: 1307-04-05 [1889-Nov-29]
In the Name of the One Peerless God! Lo sl & ol

Praise and glory befit those immersed in the ocean of detach-
ment who, in the darkness of these days, the oppression of the
people, and amidst sorrows descending and griefs and trou-
bles overwhelming, remained not deprived of turning towards
the Ocean of Oneness and the Eternal Sun. The veils of names
withheld them not from the Lord of all things. They left behind
all names and turned to the ocean of inner meanings. These
are servants who have drunk, in My Name the Self-Subsisting,
of My choice-sealed wine. All else besides God hath ever been
and remaineth in their sight as a handful of dust and ashes.
Through His Name they were not debarred from its Possessor.
They have arisen to champion His Cause with such steadfast-
ness as hath caused the limbs of the opposers of the Bayan to
quake. Glorified be His power, exalted be His majesty, and
there is none other God but Him.

O thou who gazeth toward My horizon and unfurleth the ban-
ner of My victory through wisdom and utterance! I testify
that thou hast sought to promote righteousness in all circum-
stances and hast counseled the servants unto piety and salva-
tion. Blessed art thou and blessed is he who hath loved thee for
My sake and hearkened unto thy word concerning My Cause.
We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to aid thee with
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the hosts of the seen and the unseen. Verily, He is the Protec-
tor of those who do good. His mercy hath preceded and His
loving-kindness hath encompassed all. Blessed is he who hath
been just in His Cause, and blessed is he who hath spoken with
equity concerning that which hath been manifested from His
presence.

O Abu’l-Fadl! Upon thee be My glory, My loving-kindness
and My mercy. That which hath come to pass in that land
is known and evident. Blessed is He Who hath prevented His
chosen ones from corruption, tyranny and unseemly deeds, and
hath commanded them to righteousness, uprightness and the
fear of God. Praise be to God that ye were slain in His path
but slew not. Counsel the loved ones in all circumstances to
remain serene and tranquil, to improve the affairs of men, to
refine souls, and to be characterized by trustworthiness, faith,
chastity and virtue. Verily, We were with thee in Ha and Mim,
and thy deeds therein gained the glory of My acceptance and
the honor of My good-pleasure, and in the land of Ya in accor-
dance with that which befitteth thee in the Cause of thy Lord,
the Inspirer, the Compassionate, the Trustworthy.

Say: O servants! In truth it is spoken and in truth hear ye!
God, exalted be His glory, hath ever gazed and continueth to
gaze upon the hearts of His servants. All else - whether of land
or sea, ornaments or colors - He hath relinquished to kings,
sovereigns and rulers, for the banner of “He doeth what He
willeth” hath ever shone resplendent before His Manifestation.
That which is necessary today is obedience to government and
adherence to wisdom. In truth, the reins of preservation, tran-
quility and assurance outwardly lie within the grasp of govern-
mental authority. Thus hath God willed it and thus hath He
ordained it. I swear by the Sun of Truth which shineth from
the horizon of the Most Great Prison: One government official
is, in the sight of God, more distinguished, more excellent and
more merciful than a host of divines. For that soul is occupied
day and night in a service conducive to the peace and comfort
of the people, while that host is engaged night and day in cor-
ruption, rejection, vilification, murder and pillage. For some
time now in Iran, His Majesty the Shah - may God, the Blessed,
the Most High, assist him - hath protected and continueth to
protect these oppressed ones of the world from the evil of such
souls. Nevertheless, they have not rested; each day they stir
up some sedition and each day some tumult appeareth. It is
hoped that one of the kings will, for the sake of God, arise to
aid this oppressed community and thereby attain unto ever-
lasting remembrance and eternal praise. God hath prescribed
for this community the aid of those who help them, service
to them, and faithfulness to their covenant. This community
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must arise under all conditions to serve their helper and ever
hold fast to the cord of fidelity. Blessed is he who heareth and
acteth, and woe unto those who forsake.

O Pen! Leave off all mention, trusting in God, the Self-
Subsisting, the Eternal. Then make mention of him who
ascended to the Supreme Companion with a crimson visage
and was consumed by the fire of love in the City of Love, and
say:

The first fragrance wafting from the musk of inner meanings
and utterance be upon thee, O thou who didst sacrifice thy
soul in the path of the All-Merciful! I testify that thou didst
cast away idle fancies and didst turn with the light of certitude
to the Dawning-Place of inspiration, and the attraction of the
Call drew thee to the supreme horizon in days wherein the fire
of hatred blazed in the breasts of those who cast away godliness
and denied God’s proof, the Lord of all beings and the Lord
of the Throne on high and of earth below. I beseech Thee, O
Thou the Desire of the world, by this blood which was shed
in Thy love, to forgive Thy servants who have been faithful
to Thy Covenant and Testament and have acknowledged that
which Thou didst reveal in Thy perspicuous Book. Praise be
unto Thee, O God of the worlds!
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BHO01366
To: Muhammad Bagir who has attained et al., in Najafabad
Date: 1307-04-05 [1889-Nov-29]

In the Name of the Lord of existence, from the Unseen and the
Seen!

O thou who art present before the Wronged One! Hear once
again His call. I swear by the Sun of utterance which hath
shone forth from the horizon of the heaven of the Supreme
Pen, were all who dwell on earth to attain unto the divine
call in this spiritual springtime, all would turn from what they
possess to what He possesseth, and would, with utmost joy and
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radiance, sacrifice their spirits in His path. Today the Sinai
circleth round the throne of His Revelation, and the Herald of
Grandeur calleth out from the horizon of the heaven of might,
“Blessed art thou, O Earth,” for thou hast been honored by
the footsteps of the Lord, the Self-Subsisting, and hast been
illumined by the lights of the Sun of Truth.

O Muhammad-Bagqir! Ismi Zayn, upon him be My glory and
My loving-kindness, sent a letter to the Most Holy Court
wherein mention was made of thee and the friends. Thus
have ye been favored with the waves of the divine ocean of
utterance. Blessed are ye and joy be unto you! Take ye the
chalice of recognition from the hand of the bounty of your
Lord, the All-Merciful, then drink therefrom despite every
ignorant remote one and every doubting scholar.

Muhammad-Taqi, upon him be My glory, who hath taken his
abode beneath My shadow, hath made and continueth to make
mention of thee. We beseech God to ordain for each one that
which is the cause of eternal life.

O Muhammad-Ibrahim, upon thee be My glory! In these days
of sorrow, grief hath encompassed the Goal of all existence
from every direction, for the claimants of love have manifested
such tyranny as hath had and hath no parallel. They have
shackled trustworthiness, truthfulness and sincerity. By the
life of God! They have wrought that which hath caused the
very essence of truth to weep.

The horizons are afflicted in the fire of discord.
Today pure deeds are the helpers of His Cause, and true fear of
God is its defender and aid. Convey My greetings to the friends
in that land and counsel them to fear God and to detachment,
that they may attain unto that which shall endure forever in
the Book of God. Blessed art thou and blessed is he who hath
attained unto My Day and hath drunk the choice wine of My
utterance from the hand of My bounty.

O Muhammad-Mihdi! He who loveth Me hath mentioned
thee, and We make mention of thee. Verily thy Lord is the
All-Knowing Remembrancer. The deeds of the peoples have
darkened the world. God, exalted be His glory, hath created
mankind for the betterment of the world and the elevation of
their stations, that all might become ready to hearken unto a
Word at the mention of which both pen and ink stand power-
less. However, a few have manifested such wickedness as hath
had and hath no equal. Like unto wolves they have rent asun-
der His loved ones, hamstrung His she-camel, and caused His
ark to sink. Fie upon them and their faithlessness! O friends!
Hold fast unto wisdom and unto that which God hath chosen.
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Act in accordance with that which draweth nigh the servants
and causeth the dwellers of all lands to be attracted. This is
the divine counsel whose light hath shone forth from the hori-
zon of the heaven of grace. Blessed is he who hath witnessed
and seen, and woe unto the heedless!

8 O Muhammad-Taqi! Have not the deeds and traces of Truth
been distinguished from those of others? Hath there been any
doubt concerning the effulgences of the light of His Manifes-
tation? Nay, by His own Self, the True One! Selfish desires
have held men back from the most exalted horizon. Say: Have
mercy upon yourselves and turn with penetrating vision and
attentive ears that ye may not be deprived of witnessing and
hearkening. This is the greatest counsel which the Most Great
Announcement hath commanded. Blessed are they that act!
O Muhammad-Qabl-Bagir! Praise be to God that thou hast
attained unto the bounty of utterance and the table of divine
knowledge - the goal of all the peoples of the world. Divine
forgiveness and mercy have at this hour encompassed thee and
thy parents, as a grace from God, the Ever-Forgiving, the Most
Merciful, and as a bounty from the Kind, the Generous One.
We make mention of thy wife who hath believed and responded
when she heard the call of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
O My handmaiden! Praise thou the Desired One, that thou
hast been granted permission to attain unto this most exalted
Word. Say: Thine is the praise, O Lord of the world, and Thine
is the glory, O Desire of the nations, and Thine is the splendor,
O Beloved of those who dwell in the heavens and on earth. We
make mention of those whom God hath related unto thee, both
female and male, and We give them the glad-tidings of My re-
membrance through which the fragrance of the garment hath
been wafted abroad and the Temple of Sanctity hath spoken
forth from the most exalted Paradise: “The Kingdom and the
Dominion belong unto God, the Lord of creation, the Lord of
the Throne on high and of the dust below.” The glory from Us
be upon you, O people of Baha, and upon those who love you
for the sake of God, the Lord of the Day of Judgment.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

W e i A ol Ly sl KL
WG e Gl 5 sle @ oL
B 3 s 8§ Al Sy Ced) Sl
Sl s b ol Gk st B3 Jb ol
bl s

Il 3 G L JEI U o 45 a2 L s
o) OUE s Uy eag Sk B
slalp Gl andy Y ooy (o Suseb
K enst e AR IS INTSY Ll
OISV 5 oo bl b 52U oy 55
pa2 ool 5 odalin 51 b S =5 el
olﬁ»i(uwwwmu
B R T AR U Sy
Sllle 55a20 OB g fodle 5 Ol Cann &
Chdly 5 5 Al oy s sty gl b
B g o i agt bl e o 55
a5 S 04 e wle r:>:5‘ 258!
R O M RPN P IS R
O oS ezl L Sl
A 42 76 e kel i3 § 1 5 sl
spaio b s L S W Qg b b ST
Slyedl G g 0t LTI ST Y
oo S B Gl S sV
& el @5 ("’hf;”.\; 5 oSAl BB
S s sy Ganed) Sl o
& oSy S N s Al
o Ay Gl Oy ) Ly
g K A Je 5 T Jal b e L)
ol o Sl A

BLIB_Or15690.088, BLIB_ Or15728.209

116



Vol. 93: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1307 A.H. (1889-1890) part I

BH01666

BHO01666

To: Mirza Muhammad Hasan Adib, in Tihran
Date: 1307-04-05 [1889-Nov-29]

He is the One Who standeth manifest, speaking before all faces.

O thou who art mentioned before the Wronged One! My Most
Exalted Pen desireth to reveal unto thee the pearls of wisdom
that lay hidden in its treasuries, to cause thee to hear the call
of God, and to show thee the waves of the ocean of utterance
in these days wherein He Who was hidden hath appeared with
His Name, the Self-Subsisting, and hath, with the hands of
grace and bounty, proffered His sealed wine. Blessed is he who
hath cast behind him all else, who hath advanced and hastened
until he partook and drank thereof, and said: “Praise be unto
Thee, O Thou Who art the Goal of all who are in the heavens
and on earth!”

This is the Day whereon the breezes of the All-Merciful have
wafted over all creation, wherein the Dove of proof hath war-
bled upon the loftiest branches, and given glad-tidings unto
all on earth of that which was promised in the Books of God,
the Lord of all worlds. Blessed art thou, inasmuch as thou
hast heard the Call and turned unto it, and wert not hindered
by the veils of the world, nor frightened by the might of the
nations who broke God’s Covenant and His Testament, and
perpetrated that which caused the Faithful Spirit to lament.

We took a handful of dust and breathed into it less than the
eye of a needle of spirit from Our presence. When it stirred,
it arose in sedition, having been beguiled by one who had no
station with God, the Lord of the Mighty Throne. Arise to
serve the Cause with a power from Us and a strength from
Our presence, and say: “O concourse of the heedless! Be fair
in your judgment, by God, then look into the traces of His Pen,
and that which hath appeared from Him, and that whereof
He hath informed in His Books, His Scrolls, and His Tablets,
and be not of them who denied God’s signs, His proof, His
testimony, and His traces, and pronounced judgment against
their Lord without clear evidence from God, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed.”

5 He who loved Me and soared in Mine atmosphere and attained
My presence and drank the choice wine of utterance from the
cup of My bounty hath mentioned thee. We have remembered
thee in this clear Book which calleth out with the most ex-
alted call, saying: “By God, the Truth! The veil hath been
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rent asunder and the All-Bountiful hath come, riding upon the
clouds, desiring naught save the reformation of the world and
the refinement of your souls, if ye be of them who know, and
He hath forbidden all from corruption and commanded them
to fear God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.”

i Say: Aid your Lord through such conduct and deeds as will

exalt the station of the blessed Word and your stations among
the parties. He, verily, is the Counselor, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise. We counsel thee with wisdom in all circum-
stances, and with that which beseemeth man. Blessed is the
All-Merciful Who hath commanded all with that which at-
tracteth the hearts of them that have turned unto Him.

Know thou that the wolf hath devoured My sheep, the oppres-
sor hath slain the She-Camel of God, the Lord of the exalted
Throne, and the serpent hath opened its mouth and bitten him
whom God made a light unto all who are in the heavens and
on earth. Blessed art thou, inasmuch as there hath been sent
down unto thee that which shall endure as long as God’s names
and attributes and His mighty and impregnable kingdom shall
endure.

Preserve this most exalted station in the name of thy Lord, the
Lord of all mankind, and say: “Glory be unto Thee, O God, O
Thou Who art the Creator of the heavens and the Possessor of
the Kingdom of Names! I beseech Thee by the blood that hath
been shed in Thy path, and by Thy loved ones whom nothing
whatsoever, nor the oppression of the enemies, could deter from
drawing nigh unto Thee and attaining Thy presence, to aid me
in that which shall make me detached from all else save Thee
and holding fast to the cord of Thy loving providence. O my
Lord! I have forsaken the community of a people who denied
Thy bounty and the waves of the ocean of Thy utterance and
the manifestations of the Sun of Thy Revelation. I beseech
Thee, O Lord of eternity, by Thy Most Great Name, to make
me steadfast in mentioning that which Thou didst reveal in
the Qur’an unto the Dawning-Place of Thy Revelation and
the Dayspring of Thy signs. Thou didst say, and Thy word is
the truth: ‘Say: God; then leave them to their vain disputes.
‘Verily, we are God’s, and to Him shall we return.”’

The glory from Us be upon thee and upon him who hath heard
the rustling of the Lote-Tree of the Ultimate Boundary in the
Most Exalted Paradise and hath said: “Praise be unto Thee, O
Thou in Whose grasp is the dominion of names and in Whose
right hand are the reins of all that was and shall be!”
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To: Haji Mirza Haydar Ali Isfahani

Date: 1307-04-05 [1889-Nov-29]

He is the One speaking with truth! L bl 9

Hear the call from the Crimson Tree at the hub of the most
exalted Paradise - “God, there is no God but Him, the rightful
Sovereign. He it is Who has manifested His Cause and fulfilled
His promise and called all to unity and accord. Blessed is he
who has heard and responded to his Lord and acted according
to what he was commanded on the Day of Meeting. And woe
to him who has turned away from the truth and followed the
desires of those who have broken the Covenant.”

Say: O heedless ones! Do you not see what has shone forth
and appeared from the horizon of Manifestation by which the
horizons have been illumined? Say: Put aside what the people
possess. The Self-Subsisting has come with that which will
guide you to God, the Revealer of verses.

The Most Exalted Pen of God has moved to mention those
through whom the back of hypocrisy was broken. O thou who
hast dawned from the horizon of the heaven of My love! Hear
the divine call in the Persian tongue. The letters which thou
didst send in the name of Jud, upon him be My glory, the ser-
vant presented before the Face. Blessed art thou, and blessed
is thy steadfastness and those who love thee and make mention
of thee according to what was revealed for thee from the Most
Exalted Station.

5 Thou didst mention the friends of the land of Ha and Mim.

Praise be to God, each one is illumined with the light of recog-
nition and has attained to goodly remembrance. We have men-
tioned each one of them with that which brings solace to the
eyes. Some days ago a special Tablet was revealed from the
heaven of favor and sent to Muhammad-i-Qabl-i-Bagir, upon
him be My glory, that he might drink therefrom the Euphrates
of God’s mercy and bounty which has encompassed all who are
in the earth and heaven.

i Say: O people of God! It is hoped that ye will walk among

the servants with the utmost wisdom. In this land the Law of
God, that is, the Law of the Furqan (Qur’an) is in force. Praise
be to God, some indolent ones have clung to deeds. In truth,
a person without deeds has been and is fruitless. Especially
for the sons of Khalil in that land several Most Holy, Most
Exalted Tablets were sent. The Trustee has also made much
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mention and praise of the friends. In any case, each of the
souls mentioned in thy letter has been honored with a Tablet.
What was not sent this time will, God willing, be sent later,
that they may drink therefrom the Kawthar of steadfastness
and bounty from God, the Lord of all beings.

Thou didst mention [Bahr| and two souls of that land. Two
blessed Supreme Tablets in the Most Exalted handwriting and
adorned with the seal of the Beloved were sent. By My life!
Nothing among all things equals these two, nor what the people
possess. Give them the glad tidings of My mention and illu-
mine them with the lights of thy Lord’s utterance, the Mighty,
the Bestower.

Special Tablets have been repeatedly revealed and sent to
Siyyid Muhammad. This time too a special Tablet was sent
to him. Likewise, a special Tablet was sent for one of the sons
of Khalil who has turned towards the land of Kaf and Ra.
Beseech God not to deprive those on earth from the ocean of
bounty. Verily He is the Mighty, the All-Bountiful, and the
Powerful, the All-Forgiving.
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To: Ustad Ali Akbar Banna Yazdi
Date: 1307-04-05 [1889-Nov-29]

In the Name of Him Who is the Supreme Ruler over all Names!

The appointed time hath come, and from the heaven of God’s
command hath appeared the House of Revelation with a might
that the malice of the wicked cannot weaken - they who have
violated God’s Covenant and Testament, and slain His loved
ones without clear proof from Him or authority from His pres-
ence. We testify that they have wrought corruption in the land
after its reformation, and rejected the blessing of tranquility af-
ter it had been established and spread through the justice of
the Sovereign of the Kingdom and its Authority. Thus doth
the Wronged One speak as He walketh in this place which hath
been named the Most Great Prison in the world - a place cut
off from the mention of all peoples. Blessed is he who hath
heard what he was commanded by God, the Cleaver of Dawn.
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We have forbidden all from corruption and commanded them
to righteousness and godliness, yet the heedless have cast be-
hind their backs that which would profit them and have fol-
lowed rebellion and wickedness. Lo! They are among the lost
in the sight of their Lord, the Most High. They have slain him
who believed in God, aided His Cause, and spoke His praise by
night and by day.

O ‘Ali-Akbar! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness!
Thy letter which thou didst send to one of the Afnan hath
brought Us joy, and We found from it the fragrance of unity in
days wherein people have differed regarding the News foretold
by Moses in the Torah and the Beloved One in the Qur’an.
We have mentioned thee time and again, and have revealed
for thee that whereby all things were stirred and minds and
spirits were attracted. Stand firm in aiding the Cause of thy
Lord through the wisdom whose sun hath shone forth from
the horizons of the Sacred Scriptures and Tablets. Thou hast
been mentioned in the presence of the Wronged One. He hath
aided thee to serve His Cause and hath shown thee the paths
of guidance.

O Pen! Make mention of him who was martyred in the path
of God and say: The first effulgence hath appeared from the
horizon of the heaven of grace and bounty upon thee, O thou
who wast named Muhammad-Rida! I testify that thou didst
believe in the All-Merciful when the ocean of divine knowledge
surged in the contingent world, and thou didst answer the Call
when it was raised between earth and heaven, and thou didst
drink the choice wine of revelation from the hand of the bounty
of thy Lord, the Possessor of the Kingdom of Names. Thou art
he whom neither the veils of the oppressors nor the allusions
of the transgressors prevented, and who forsook the religion of
people who wrought corruption in the earth after its reforma-
tion and denied God’s favor after its descent. The Spirit be
upon thee, O thou at whose calamity the near ones lamented
and the sincere ones cried out! Blessed art thou and blessed
is he who visiteth thee and reciteth what hath been revealed
from the Supreme Pen in this Most Holy, Most Mighty, Most
Luminous, Most Glorious Spot.

O ‘Ali-Akbar! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness!
Remember My loved ones on My behalf and give them the glad-
tidings of God’s mercy, His grace and His loving-kindness. We
counsel them to fellowship and unity. We beseech God to aid
thee in improving their condition in all circumstances. Verily,
He is the Self-Sufficient, the Most High, and He is the Mighty,
the All-Bountiful.

RIDA.112-114
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BHO02724

To: Mashhadi Muhammad Quli, in Ishqabad
Date: 1307-04-05 [1889-Nov-29]

He is the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise!

O Muhammad-Quli! Upon thee be My glory! Hear My call
from the prison’s direction. Verily it giveth thee to drink of
the Kawthar of utterance and draweth thee nigh unto God, the
Protector, the Self-Subsisting. When the promise came to pass
and that which had been inscribed by the Supreme Pen in the
Books of the Prophets was made manifest, the people turned
away. Among them were those who denied God’s proof and
His evidence, those who uttered that which none before had
uttered, and those who pronounced judgment against God’s
chosen ones and His loved ones, until blood was shed and
hearts were pierced. The perverse have wrought that which
hath caused hearts to melt and souls to burn. They behold
the grace of God yet deny it, and the signs yet turn away from
them. Nay, they perceive not.

We bear witness that thou hast attained unto that which was
promised thee and hast performed that which hath won the
honor of acceptance. Grieve not for what the ignorant have per-
petrated out of enmity toward God, the Mighty, the Beloved.
Soon shall they behold the recompense of their deeds in this
world and the next. Verily thy Lord is the Just, the Mighty, the
Kind. Blessed be thy hand and thy back, and thy deed whereby
the call was raised in the Most Exalted Paradise. Blessed be
God, the Lord of all beings, Who aided His servant in such
wise as caused the limbs of the enemies to quake - they who
violated God’s Covenant, the Lord of what was and what shall
be. Praise be to God!

Thou didst turn, and didst achieve acceptance, and didst per-
form that which caused the people of Paradise to utter the
blessed word “Blessed be God” and the people of the most ex-
alted Paradise to remember “The power is from God.” His is
the grace and bounty, and His the generosity and munificence.
He confirmed thee, guided thee, and strengthened thee until
thou didst perform that which caused the Concourse on High
to praise and divine verses to descend.

Say: My God, my God! I beseech Thee by the stranger who
was martyred in Thy path, by whom the earth was reddened
with blood in Thy days, who was, in his life, set ablaze with the
fire of Thy love, attracted by the breathings of Thy Revelation,
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soaring in the atmosphere of Thy nearness, detached from all
else but Thee, whose blood would boil in his veins from longing
to shed it in Thy days - by him I implore Thee to send down
upon Thy loved ones from the heaven of Thy bounty a mercy
from Thy presence. O my Lord! Aid them in that whereby the
standards of Thy guidance and the banners of Thy Cause shall
be upraised. Thou art, verily, the Powerful, the Protector over
the seen and unseen. There is no God but Thee, the Compeller,
the Subduer, the All-Forgiving, the Unconstrained, the Single,
the One, the Mighty, the Kind.
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BH11740

To: Aqa Mirza Ali Rashti
Date: 1307-04-05 [1889-Nov-29]

In the name of God, the All-Powerful over what He willeth
through His command “Be” and it is!

God beareth witness that there is none other God but Him, and
He Who hath come from the heaven of utterance with proof
and evidence is verily the Dawning-Place of God’s revelation,
the Dayspring of His Cause, the Source of His wisdom, and
the Repository of His knowledge, Who hath [stood] in His Own
place in the human kingdom amongst all peoples. Whoso hold-
eth fast unto Him is among the choicest of all creation before
Him, and whoso hesitateth is accounted among the oppressors
in the Book of God, the Lord of all worlds. The Day hath come
while the people remain in evident delusion. That which was
hidden from sight hath appeared, and that which was treasured
in the heaven of knowledge hath been sent down. Through it
the trees have yielded their fruits, the rivers have flowed, the
mysteries have been unveiled, and the nightingale of utterance
hath warbled upon the highest branches. [By God!] He Who
was treasured from time immemorial hath appeared, and He
Whose advent was heralded in God’s Books, the Mighty, the
All-Praised, hath risen.

O ‘Ali! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness. Re-
peatedly hath thy mention flowed from the Most Exalted Pen
and thou hast been favored with grace. Know thou the station
of this station, then preserve it through the name of thy Lord,
the Preserver, the Powerful.
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O ‘Ali! In the great city the fire of hatred, treachery, calumny,
greed, tyranny and corruption blazeth bright. They have taken
up faithlessness and cast away trustworthiness in opposition
to God and His Cause. Thus have their heedless souls enticed
them. They have broken God’s Covenant and His Bond, and
were not moved by God’s counsel and His Word. We beseech
God, blessed and exalted be He, to assist them to return. Verily
He is the Ever-Forgiving, the Merciful.

O Pen! Thou hast mentioned him who loved Thee. Make men-
tion of him who drank the wine of martyrdom from the hands
of submission and contentment, and repaired to the Most Ex-
alted Paradise by the command of God, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise. Say: May the first fragrance that wafted from the
garment of thy Lord, the Most High, the Most Glorious, be
upon thee, O fruit of the Tree of bounty, O pillar of faithful-
ness in the kingdom of names, O word of the Book of God,
Lord of the throne on high and of the dust below. Thou art he
whom neither commerce nor trade deterred from the remem-
brance of God. I beseech God by thee and by those who loved
thee to open before the faces of His servants the gates of justice
and fairness, and to send down upon them from the heaven of
His bounty the rain of His mercy and His gifts. Verily He is
the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.
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BHO03089

To: Mashhadi Ali Urdu-Abadi, in Russia
Date: 1307-04-05 [1889-Nov-29]

He is the Speaker in every instant

The veil of falsehood and faithlessness hath obscured the light
of truth and fidelity, and piety hath been tormented beneath
the talons of waywardness. The flame of greed and covetous-
ness hath compassed about beleaguered trustworthiness. One
unto whom the people of Bahd had shown the utmost love
arose in hypocrisy, and through desire for worldly possessions
turned away from the All-Sufficing, the Most Exalted.

O Pen! Leave the mention of these, and speak rather of those
who were set aflame with the fire of love and faithfulness, in
such wise that neither the power of the oppressors, nor the
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clamour of the aggressors, nor the cawing of the criers could
deter them. They turned unto the Most Exalted Horizon with
illumined hearts and radiant faces. They cast aside fear and
trembling, out of longing for the breaths of Revelation in the
eternal homeland.

O Ali! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness. Thou
hast been mentioned repeatedly in the presence of the Wronged
One, and thy deeds in the path of God have been accepted. It
behooveth thee to say: “Here am I, here am I, O Thou Who
didst call me from Thy Most Great Prison! Here am I, here
am I, O Thou Who didst turn toward me from Thy most firm
and impregnable stronghold! Here am I, here am I, O Thou
through Whom the Herald proclaimed on the Day of Return:
‘The Kingdom belongeth to God, the Lord of creation!”’

Praise be to the Desired One of the worlds Who aided thee to
render a service from which the fragrance of His good-pleasure
was wafted. Well is it with thee, and again, well is it with thee!

Say: “My God, my God! I beseech Thee by the hearts of them
that are nigh unto Thee which were melted in their separation
from Thee, and by the souls of the sincere which were sacrificed
in Thy path, and by the heads of the yearning ones which were
raised upon spears in their love for Thee, and by this martyr
through whom the fire of hatred was kindled in the breasts of
the ungodly and the light of love shone forth in the hearts of
the believers, to make me detached from all else save Thee, to
cling to the hem of Thy bounty, and to hold fast unto the cord
of Thy mercy with such firmness as cannot be shaken by the
doubts of the world - a firmness that cannot be prevented by
the hatred of the nations - a firmness that is adorned by Thy
will and illumined by the light of Thy purpose. O Lord! I
beseech Thee by him, and by his limbs and members, his heart
and tongue and eyes, to ordain for me and for the people of
Baha the good of this world and the world to come. Verily,
Thou art God, the One, the Single, the All-Powerful, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise.”
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To: Aga Siyyid Muhammad, in B R

Date: 1307-04-05 [1889-Nov-29]

He is the Faithful Speaker! SN RPN

O thou who soarest in the atmosphere of the love of thy Lord!
Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One and convey unto
the people that which hath been sent down from the heaven of
His bounty and bestowal, that perchance they may cast away
what they possess of idle fancies and vain imaginings, and may
take fast hold of the cord of God’s loving providence, the Help
in Peril, the Self-Subsisting.

Say: O people of the Bayan! Fear ye the All-Merciful, and
follow not every rejected transgressor and every veiled heedless
one. Say: Hear ye the counsel of the Wronged One and ponder,
that haply ye may not be deprived of the ocean of utterance
in the Divine Day.

Reflect upon the turning away of the divines of the former Faith
and their followers. What was the cause that all were deprived
on the Day of His Manifestation, and were forbidden from Him
Whom they had sought with humility and supplication at all
times, nay more, issued the verdict for and carried out the
shedding of His most pure blood? The cause of this loss and
the reason for this ruination was that they regarded not His
signs and verses with their own hearing and sight, but were
captive to the idle fancies of the former divines.

Say: O people of the Bayan! Fear ye God. Behold His signs
with His eye, then hear His verses with His ear. By the life of
God! Had there been a soul worthy of mention, this Wronged
One would not have borne the tribulations of the world for the
sake of manifesting the Cause. Where, at last, hath fairness
gone, and what hath become of justice? Through a brackish
drop they deprived themselves of the Euphrates of mercy and
were forbidden from the ocean of bounty.

; With the hand of power, rend ye asunder the veils, that per-

chance ye may attain unto the splendors of the light of the Day
of God. The former people clung to names and were deprived
of their Owner. Ye too have followed that people and count
yourselves among the people of the Bayan. Say: We bear wit-
ness that the Bayan is innocent of you and of what ye say and
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do. Hear ye My counsel, then return unto God. Verily He is

I 8 Q) lprry) e e

the Ever-Forgiving, the Pardoner, the Merciful. (f-ij‘ il
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BHO03764

To: Muhammad Taqi, in Najafabad

Date: 1307-04-05 [1889-Nov-29]

He is the Speaker of Truth! L bl 5

O Muhammad-Qabl-i-Taqi! Hear the call of the Wronged One.

He makes mention of thee through His grace, reminds thee of

His verses, and illumines thee with the lights of His utterance.

He hath revealed for thee that which brings solace to eyes and
vision. Know thou that the world hath deluded the divines of
Iran and prevented them from turning to the Dawning-Place
of revelation and the Source of inspiration. Heedlessness hath
so seized them that they are held back from drawing nigh unto
God, the Lord of all mankind. They have followed their own
desires and taken them as lords besides God. They are indeed
among the companions of the fire. They have devoured God’s
sheep and hamstrung the she-camel. By God’s life! They have
committed that which none before them hath committed, as
the Mother Book doth testify in the final abode.

Blessed art thou for having heard the call and responded, and
for having attained unto the traces of God in days wherein all
things cried out: “O people of the earth! Fear God and believe
in Him Who hath come to you from the horizon of might with
power and sovereignty!” This is the Day whereof God’s books
of old gave you glad tidings. Turn ye unto Him and follow
not every doubting idolater. This is the Day whereon He Who
conversed on Sinai hath seated Himself upon the throne of
Revelation, and the Point of the Bayan hath proclaimed before
His Lord, the All-Merciful: “Verily, I am the first to worship
Him.”

Thus hath the Ancient Beauty spoken from His Most Great
Prison and given you glad tidings of that which hath appeared
from God, the Lord of all men. He Who circumambulated the
House hath mentioned thee. We make mention of thee with
that which causeth spirits to be attracted when they hear the
creaking of My Pen. Say: “Praise be to Thee, O my God,
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for having remembered me when I was in the most desolate of
lands. I beseech Thee to ordain for me that which will draw
me nigh unto Thee and enable me to arise to serve Thee and
to serve Thy loved ones. Thou art, verily, the Mighty, the All-
Bountiful. Thou seest me yearning for the waves of the ocean
of Thy bounty and the rain-clouds of Thy mercy. I beseech
Thee not to disappoint me of the wonders of Thy grace. Thou
art, verily, the All-Powerful, the Unconstrained.”
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BHO03639

To: Haji Musa Sarraf (Mashhad) et al., in Samargand
Date: 1307-04-05 [1889-Nov-29]

Praise becometh that Desired One Who hath illumined the
realm of inner meaning with the light of true unity...

This evanescent servant has ever mentioned that cherished one
of my heart and has besought at the Most Holy Court that
which betokens the heaven of generosity and the sun of the
favors of God, exalted be His glory. I beseech Him to make
that honored one exalted in both worlds and to aid him in
that which would bear witness to his service, his connection
and his steadfastness. This is not difficult for God, our Lord.
Praise be to God! Dear in His presence, dear in His absence,
dear in his devotion, and dear in his service. O cherished one
of my heart! Can you render adequate thanks and praise for
these mentioned bounties? Without divine confirmation it is
difficult; when confirmation comes, difficulty remains no more.
Ease upon ease, joy upon joy, bounty upon bounty it becomes.
When confirmation comes, difficulties become easy, just as
when the wind comes, the mosquito departs. If you say no,
Rumi, upon him be mercy, has said:

“When rose the wind in rushing might, The gnat straight fled
in hurried flight.”

In all conditions I beseech glory and bounty and steadfastness
for that dear one, soul and spirit, and the brethren, and all
the sons of the Friend and the heirs of Him Who conversed
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with God. Verily our Lord is the Bestower, the Mighty, the
Generous.

BHO03605

To: Ghulam Husayn Mirza
Date: 1307-04-05 [1889-Nov-29]

He is the One Who speaks the truth in the Kingdom of Utter-
ance!

Verily the Most Great Ocean hath turned toward thee from
the direction of the Prison to show thee the pearls of wisdom
and utterance hidden within the shells of grace and bounty,
as a mercy from His presence, for He is the Compassionate,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. This is the Day wherein the
heaven calleth out with its most exalted voice: “By God! The
Lord of all beings hath come, and there floweth from His right
hand the Kawthar of immortality, and from His left hand the
Salsabil of bounty. Draw nigh, O people of the earth, and
be not of the heedless ones. Beware lest the might of the
people prevent you from drawing near unto God, the Lord of
the mighty Throne.” This is the Day wherein the Most Glorious
Beauty giveth to drink, with the hands of bounty, His sealed
wine named after the Self-Subsisting to those who have turned
toward the Supreme Horizon. Hearken, O people, and be not
of the patient ones. Indeed patience is praiseworthy except
in this Cause which was heralded in the Books of God, the
Mighty, the Most Lauded. When thou hast attained unto the
verses of the Kingdom and art seized by the rapture of the Call
raised from the Realm of Might, say:

“Glory be unto Thee, O my God! Thine is the greatness and
the grandeur, and Thine the might and the splendor. This
servant testifieth to the sanctification of Thy Being from all
similitudes and the exemption of Thine Essence from mention
and utterance, and that Thou art God; there is no God but
Thee. Thou hast ever been established upon the throne of ut-
terance and wilt ever continue to be what Thou hast been from
all eternity. I beseech Thee, O Lord of the worlds, by the Most
Great Name through which appeared the decree of reversal and
the mystery of sanctification, and through which earthquakes
appeared among the tribes, to strengthen me to serve Thee
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amongst Thy creation and to mention Thee amongst Thy ser-
vants. O my Lord! I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy face
to protect Thy servants from the evil of self and passion, and
to illumine them with the lights of guidance and righteousness.
Verily Thou art the Lord of all beings. There is no God but
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Thee, the Most Exalted, the Supreme.” BLIB_ Or15716.128b, BLIB_Or15724.157
BHO04337

To: Haji Ali (Ali Qabl-i-Akbar), in Najafabad

Date: 1307-04-05 [1889-Nov-29]

He is the Ever-Abiding without decline ey S 3UI e

2 O Haji, O ‘Ali qabl-i-Akbar! Upon thee be the Glory of God,
the Lord of Power. From the time of thy departure until the
time thou wert mentioned in the presence of the Wronged
One, the Speaker of Sinai and He Who is established upon
the throne of Revelation hath remembered thee. The servant
in attendance before the Countenance repeatedly made men-
tion of thee and beseeched from the heaven of the Divine Will
a wondrous and exalted Tablet for thee. Now, on the second
night of the month of Rabi’u’th-Thani, he again made mention
of thee and this perspicuous Book was revealed from the hori-
zon of the favor of the Lord of the worlds, that thou mayest
know with clear certainty that thy services at all times have
not been forgotten, nor will they be forgotten. By the life of
God! All are recorded and inscribed by the Most Exalted Pen
in the Crimson Book. Such is the testimony of the Wronged
One concerning thee, and with this testimony all the treasures
of the earth cannot compare.

Say: My God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having en-
abled me to serve Thee, wherein I have taken up, in Thy vicin-
ity, a station and place for Thy remembrance, Thy praise, and
that which Thou hast commanded me in Thy days. I beseech
Thee, O Cleaver of the dawn, and the One Who confirmeth suc-
cess and prosperity, by Thy Most Great Name through which
Thou hast subdued the cities of the hearts of the nations, to
assist me in all conditions to remember Thee and to remember
that which Thou hast commanded me in serving at Thy gate
and whatsoever is related unto Thee. Verily Thou art the All-
Bountiful, the Generous. And I beseech Thee to ordain for me

Sl dil L Sl S 48 e b sl L
);uf;w,g\uu\u;;w,)\,m
):]‘J\(Kﬁf’fu‘;);-* ool oL
d-ﬂj‘a\» J&)}@U\ sr e sl
Cado sler ) 5 0ns8 1y OS5 );e 4 4

°-’f e Sl 3 pie ma = Gl
;Z\;u\fﬁ\@,ﬁﬂ,awfdu
Cube B3 Gme OB Ul 5 58 1) O3
Selieds Gl Gpe G b 3L W) o)
W) asd gt g ahs ) ('L;U dU s
)%M}(é/fd“é;}“ﬁ‘&f-’ﬁ
ol s s pollie ol )
W 0250 558 ekt doles

Seade Jo Fallo ab S AL A S
Jfﬂ/ﬁ;—)j;lﬁ J)\ﬁ L}OJ&:\ e
Sl e D 4 gl eV S
e by Shas 34 (S0 b S
O Sl 5 ) dladll il S S
o 08 S5 G bl §

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 130



Vol. 93: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1307 A.H. (1889-1890) part I

BH04706

a lamp in the light of Thy knowledge, that it may be with me
in every world of Thy worlds. Verily Thou art the Almighty,
the Powerful, and worthy of answering prayers.
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To: Haji Muhammad Husayn Yazdi, in Alexandria
Date: 1307-04-05 [1889-Nov-29]

Praise and glory befitteth the King of the Throne of eternity,
Who from a single seed hath made manifest the realm of trees,
leaves and fruits, and from a single countenance hath revealed
cities of lovers, attraction, rapture, and wonderment. What
then was this Word, which at times was mentioned as a seed,
at times as a countenance, and at times as a drop - from which
drop emerged an ocean, from which countenance emerged faces,
and from which seed emerged a world? Such a Word that the
description of those who describe cannot reach it, and the com-
prehension of the knowers cannot grasp it. Can one mention
or describe the station of the Bearer of the Word, the Creator
of the Word, the Manifestation of the Word, and the Revealer
of the Word? Nay, by His very Self, the Truth, for He cannot
be known, and therefore cannot be described.

All existence testifieth to His sanctification from all else and
His exaltation above all things. Neither can the eye behold
Him, nor can the faculty of understanding comprehend Him.
Nevertheless, mention and praise are necessary, for they are
the cause of tranquility, solace and joy to the friends. And in
view of His infinite loving-kindness and boundless grace, He
hath permitted mention of Him. Therefore I mention Him by
saying that He cannot be mentioned by any mention other than
His own.

The august letter arrived, and from every word thereof the
wine of reunion was quaffed. In truth, the remembrance of the
friends is auspicious to the Friend....
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BHO04802

To: Mulla Yusuf
Date: 1307-04-05 [1889-Nov-29]

In the Name of Him through Whom the gates of divine knowl-
edge have been opened before all who are in the contingent
world!

The Book of God speaketh forth from the most exalted station
before the faces of all humanity. Blessed is he who hath shat-
tered the idols of vain imaginings and turned toward Him with
manifest humility. We were seated upon the throne and, gaz-
ing in all directions, beheld thee advancing toward Our horizon.
We make mention of thee with that which hath enraptured
the hearts of those who have heard and responded to their
Lord, the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Blessed
be thine ear, for it hath heard My call; and thine eye, for it
hath attained unto My traces; and thy heart, for it hath been
illumined with the light of My knowledge; and thy hand, for
it hath taken hold of My perspicuous Book. Thus have We
sent down the verses and dispatched them unto thee that thou
mayest rejoice and be of them that are thankful.

Say: O concourse of the earth! The call hath been raised
in your midst, and the verses have been sent down unto you,
and the gates of bounty have been opened before your faces.
Hasten, and be not of them that tarry. This is the Day which ye
were promised aforetime by God, the True, the Faithful. Cast
aside what is with the people, for the Self-Subsisting hath come
unto you and summoneth you unto this Wine which calleth
out, saying: “O friends of God and His party! Turn ye unto
that which hath appeared in truth, and be not of the heedless.”
When thou hast drunk from the hand of My favor the cup of
My loving-kindness, say:

My God, my God! Thou beholdest me speaking forth Thy
praise, seeking refuge in Thy presence, and hastening to the
door of Thy mercy. I beseech Thee to ordain for me from
Thy Pen that which will preserve me from all else save Thee
and draw me nigh unto Thee. O my Lord! My tongue, both
outward and inward, beareth witness to Thy oneness and sin-
gleness, Thy power, Thy grandeur, and Thy sovereignty. I ask
of Thee that which befitteth the heaven of Thy generosity, the
ocean of Thy bestowal, and the sun of Thy grace. Wilt Thou,
O my God, deny this seeker who hath sought the ultimate goal
beneath the pavilions of Thy greatness, and disappoint him af-
ter he hath acknowledged Thy grace which hath encompassed
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all things? Nay, by Thy glory! T bear witness in this moment
that Thou hast never disappointed those who have hoped in
Thee, nor turned away those who have sought Thee. Thou
hast taken their hands with the hands of Thy power, delivered
them from the pit of vain imaginings through Thy will and
purpose, and given them what they desired from the heaven of
Thy bounty. Verily, Thou art the Almighty Whom the affairs
of Thy creation have never frustrated. There is none other God
but Thee, the Almighty, the Single, the One, the All-Bountiful,
the All-Generous.
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To: Mirza Yusuf
Date: 1307-04-05 [1889-Nov-29]

He is the Summoner before the faces of humanity

This is a Book sent down in truth for whosoever taketh unto
Him a path, that the verses of God may draw him to a station
wherein he ariseth to serve the Cause and remindeth the people
of that which draweth them nigh unto Him on a Day illumined
by the lights of His countenance. Say: O people of the Bayan!
He Who speaketh before all faces hath no need of aught else
to prove His Cause. He hath come unto you from the heaven
of bounty with the Kingdom of verses and the Dominion of

clear proofs, with a sovereignty that encompasseth all worlds.

Read ye what hath been sent down from His presence - verily it
guideth you unto a path that is straight through justice. Were
it not for My Cause, the Point would not have appeared and
the Bayan would not have been revealed - to this testifieth
he who is powerful in the Cause. Blessed is he who heareth
and respondeth, and woe unto him who remaineth far from
nearness.

Say: Cast aside your names, for they profit you not, even as
they profited not those who came before you. Thus hath the
Supreme Pen spoken before the faces of the learned and the
princes, that He might guide you to a station illumined by the
lights of His countenance. O thou who gazeth upon the Face!
Read unto them what was revealed before the Day when God
shall come with a Cause that encompasseth all worlds. We
testify that they cast the Command of God behind their backs
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and took what was forbidden them in a Tablet sent down from
the heaven of Revelation. The Glory be upon thee from Us,
and upon those who have taken no friend unto themselves.
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To: Aqa Mihdi Rafia Arjumand, in Hamadan
Date: 1307-04-05 [1889-Nov-29]

He is the Caller from the Divine Lote-Tree of Man!

O Mihdi! Today the Lote-Tree speaks forth “The Truth hath
come!” and the Call of Sinai is raised high. The Lord Moses
with but one staff struck down the swords of the world, and the
Ancient King with but one Pen hath vanquished the imaginings
and idle fancies of the peoples.

Praise be to the Lord of all worlds that thou hast hearkened
to His call and attained unto the signs of His Pen. Know thou
the worth of this station and arise to serve His Cause. This
is God’s binding command. Blessed art thou and blessed is
he who hath attained unto that which was ordained in His
preserved Tablet.

Say: My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for causing me to
hear Thy call and behold Thy signs, and for honoring me with
attaining unto Thy Tablet from whose horizon shone forth the
light of Thy loving-kindness. I testify that Thou art the All-
Bountiful, that Thou art the Ever-Flowing, the Forgiving, the
Merciful. I beseech Thee not to deprive me from the ocean of
Thy generosity nor from the lights of the Sun of Thy bestowal.
I testify, and all created things testify, to Thy loftiness and Thy
transcendence. Ordain for me and for those who have believed
in Thee that which Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones.
Verily Thou art the Generous, the All-Bountiful. Praise be
unto Thee, for verily Thou art the Goal of them that know
Thee.
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BH06609

To: Majid Khan
Date: 1307-04-05 [1889-Nov-29]

The Hand of God is above the hands of His servants

The Wronged One beareth witness unto that which the Books
of God have witnessed before and after. Blessed are they who
know. O thou who speaketh in My Name! Say: O people of the
earth! Do ye doubt God, or this Light whereby the heavens
and earth were illumined, or His signs which have filled the
horizons? Say: Be fair, O people, and follow not those who
have denied God, the Lord of all names. Behold what hath
appeared in truth, then be fair, and be not of those who said
“God is our Lord,” but when He came from the horizon of
might they said “This is naught but a lying impostor.” The
trumpet hath been sounded in truth, yet the people are in
doubt and strife. Say: Look ye, look ye, for the Sun hath risen
from the horizon of proof. Hearken ye, hearken ye, for the Call
hath been raised from all religions. Thus hath the ocean of
utterance surged from the Pen of the All-Merciful. Blessed is
he who hath attained and said: “Praise be unto Thee, O Lord
of all mankind!” The glory from Us be upon thee and upon
those who broke not the Covenant on the Day of Separation.
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To: Aga Yahuda, in Hamadan
Date: 1307-04-05 [1889-Nov-29]

In His Name, the One Who has dominion over all names!

O Yahuda! God willing, mayest thou be confirmed in that
which causes the exaltation of the Word of God. The station
of this Day is the station of this blessed word: “Say: God;
then leave them to amuse themselves in their vain discourses.”
Naught but God is mentioned in the Most Holy Court. We
counsel all to sanctification and detachment. That which his
honor, the name of God Haydar-‘Ali, hath mentioned - all must
hear it with attentive ears.
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The Most Exalted Pen beareth witness to his orientation, his
turning to God, and the loftiness and excellence of his station
before God, exalted be His glory. He hath made mention of
the loved ones in that land, and therefore from the heaven of
divine Will, sacred and luminous Tablets have been revealed
and sent down especially for some. Convey My greetings to
the handmaidens of God. Blessed is the handmaiden who hath
held fast to the cord of sanctification - she is indeed among the
devout ones in My perspicuous Book. Take hold of the Book
with the strength bestowed by Us and say: Praise be unto
Thee, O Thou Who art the Goal of all who are in the heavens
and on earth!
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To: Mirza Rubin Uncle of Mirza Mihdi Khan, in Hamadan
Date: 1307-04-05 [1889-Nov-29]

He is the Caller on the Mount of Knowledge!

O Rubin! Hearken to the call of God, the King, the True, the
Manifest. Verily He is with thee and hath witnessed thy deeds
in His path and thy cry in His remembrance. Nothing whatso-
ever escapeth His knowledge. Blessed art thou for having held
fast to My cord and clung to the hem of My holy and luminous
robe.

Ask thou of God that He may sanctify the hems of His servants
from the dust of self and passion. The penetrating influence
of the Word hath ever been and will continue to be dependent
upon the sanctification of the heart.

Say: My God, my God! Illumine the hearts of Thy servants
with the light of Thy sanctification and Thy knowledge, then
aid them to perform that which will diffuse the fragrance of
Thy good-pleasure. O my Lord! I am Thy servant and the son
of Thy servant. I have turned unto the ocean of Thy bounty
and the sun of Thy grace. I beseech Thee by the pearls trea-
sured within the vaults of Thy Most Exalted Pen and the lights
shining from the horizons of Thy most exalted Words to aid
me in that which beseemeth Thy days. Then send down upon
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me from the heaven of Thy generosity that which beseemeth — jazall ol R SN J;J S, e
Thy glory and Thy majesty. Verily Thou art the Almighty, JLadl )
the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.
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To: Mirza Yaqub Hamadani
Date: 1307-04-05 [1889-Nov-29]
He speaketh forth before the faces of all men oyl plal bl
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prevent. Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds. BLIB_Or15716.048.03
BHO08368

To: Baha’is of Jewish background, in Hamadan
Date: 1307-04-05 [1889-Nov-29]

He is the One Who speaks the truth. :;Lti Jlaf;l\ 5

Say: My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having given me u‘“% oo i Lk ab S AL AL S
to drink, from the cup of Thy bounty, the living waters of Thy 5 KT G Lt e s S S Sillae
utterance, and for having made me to know the Dawning-Place
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To: Aga Mashhadi Nasrullah
Date: 1307-04-05 [1889-Nov-29]

He is the Witness from His most exalted horizon. Jc;‘Y\ asl e ANEY P

O Nasru’llah! Your name was present before the Wronged One, S . Ml o) Kol s B ‘Jj\ a2
Wh.o made InthIOI.l O'f you with the verses of God, the Help in Sl 3 131 < (‘;:m el B oll
Peril, the Self-Subsisting. When you attain unto the fragrances ~ ~ ° ¢ ] o
of revelation and drink the choice wine of utterance from the ©&A! o § o Ol Gy 2 "’J‘”

cup of mystical understanding, say: S

“Praise be unto Thee, O my God, my Purpose and my Beloved, & 48 & 352 5 53520 5 AL aH S 3
for having guided me to Thy straight path and made me aware (:u\ JL S (“,__A\ Sl v
of Thy mighty announcement. I beseech Thee, O Lord of the AR WS b e
world and Educator of the nations, by Thy irrevocable Com- — ¢ " Vﬁ_ w";"/ ’ f\; -
mand which hath encompassed earth and heaven, to ordain & O «ledl 4 oY bl g (‘J,‘M
for me through Thy Most Exalted Pen that which shall profit .. }Lc :&.e oz b J;%Y\ KB e
me in all the worlds of Thy worlds. O Lord! Thou seest me ol ed ;\3“-“‘) (AR gl :)) o Sl
standing firm and steadfast at the door of Thy bounty. Or- Léi i &L;Y oS b. 3 LS
dain for me that which Thou hast ordained for Thy trusted V‘L P 2 T =
ones, through whose deeds Thy signs were spread abroad and il S Silas ML‘“"“ 5 SOb o
through whose attributes Thy attributes were made manifest. 0K o b b K5 U L o uzall
Verily, Thou art the Omnipotent over whatsoever Thou willest, JNNJ3l
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and through Thee was revealed that which was hidden through-
out all eternity.”

BHO08955

To: Abdu’l-Husayn Khi Alif, in Hamadan
Date: 1307-04-05 [1889-Nov-29]

He is the All-Knowing, All-Wise Revealer

2 Say: Glory be unto Thee, O my God and the God of all who
are in earth and heaven, and my Goal and the Goal of those
who dwell in the most exalted Paradise and the highest Heaven!
Unto Thee be praise and glorification, and unto Thee be grace
and bounty, for having adorned my deeds with the glory of Thy
acceptance and sent down to me that whereby the signs of Thy
loving-kindness have been spread throughout Thy dominion. I
beseech Thee to make me sincere for Thy sake and to hold fast
unto that which will exalt the station of Thy Most Great Word
amongst humanity. O my Lord! I beseech Thee by Him and by
His sovereignty to adorn me with the ornament of steadfastness
and to crown me with the crown of Thy remembrance and Thy
love. Verily Thou art the Powerful through Thy might and the
Dominant through Thy will. There is no God but Thee, the
Mighty, the All-Praised.

@\{A-\ ﬁw\dj&\}a

52V G e Al MLl Sl 6
w}.:j.&)\‘éw;}aaﬁj c’,'.)},aw.zﬁj ;-L.EJ\
S bl a SO U k] eV
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Sale Ol o il b oyl S48
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BHO08803

To: Husayn
Date: 1307-04-05 [1889-Nov-29]

In the Name of Him Who is Sovereign over all names.

A remembrance sent down from the Creator of heaven unto him
who hath heard the Call, responded, and turned toward the
horizon of Revelation when every heedless one remained veiled.
O Husayn! Hearken unto the call of Him Who is wronged. He

eV e gl o
5 oz 3 sl 31 ) 431 ol
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verily will aid thee and raise thee to His praiseworthy station. ! Jl:\ syl aslie U Kby s Ja\;}
Beware lest that which is with th‘e People prevent thee from L s ¢ jﬁ\ eeny 4‘34\ N 5d| e Lo Sk
God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. Say: O concourse of NI S ol Y15
earth! Answer Him Who calleth you unto God, and follow not e ’ Ff PO oA
those who have denied the Witness and the Witnessed. Cast -8 (‘L"’J\j‘ ‘{"”" 25l 5 dalall \JJ‘LW{ el
away vain imaginings - the Sun of Certitude hath dawned from 3! S 5 Ak s e o oYl g @ 3
the .horizon of the heaven of thy Lord’s will, jche Mighty, th'e o ;ﬁ\ﬁ\ \y.; Ny G186 Ll 554
Loving. Hear My call and follow not your desires. He Who is s SIS 54 Y olals 5 oadl]
the Goal hath appeared with a sovereignty before which armies 25 e fri 2o j ol
cannot stand. Thus hath the Supreme Pen spoken, while the (‘Lm Mo 3 o) dpe OE 31 LY é.?:)\
Lord of all mankind was in this exalted station. g2
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BHO09526

To: Zaynul-Abidin
Date: 1307-04-05 [1889-Nov-29]

He dawns from the horizon of the heaven of names! TV T ) ZRCPAE

This is a Book which the All-Merciful hath sent down to him 3,73 = wbl b oA &‘,\:j\ A5 OF 2
who hath attained unto His days and heard the Call when it . . . T L.

) . Ol Gl b a5 e Ll 5 02 Y ()
was raised between earth and heaven, and hath witnessed that | g Ol RN
which the Tongue of Grandeur did utter when He was estab- & _ d Je 6}7 _
lished upon the throne with manifest sovereignty. Hearken 4 A gl Cdll Sz 4l (’JKE‘U sl
unto the call of the Wronged One - He counseleth thee and & b |ymo @-\J‘;r.)*” GsSda ('\J—\f ?)K'J‘
those who have believed in that whereby your remembrance )l 4 3 f;‘m S .”g” e g L3
shall endure through the eternity f)f My kingdom, the Mlghty, ol Tl 5l o il T L p
the Wondrous. Cast away that which the people possess, cling- Al Gkl T Al Tl %S
ing fast to My Name, the Self-Subsisting, through which the fro o= rad - )
limbs of names have trembled, and the hearts of the learned 08 ) el 1) o Sy O‘E‘b\ 3!
were troubled, and the essence of the divines who broke the .l Al deae 38 3 Ly2 (w 3 b
Covenant lamented on the Day of Separation, when the hori- A
zons were illumined by the lights of the Revelation which had
been hidden in knowledge and treasured in the stronghold of
God’s protection, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.
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To: Shaykh Muhammad Ali Qaini

Date: 1307-04-05 [1889-Nov-29]

In My Name, that standeth before the faces of all men! ol plal FA et

This is a Book sent down by the Wronged One to him who hath
drunk the choice sealed wine from the hand of the bounty of
His Name, the Self-Subsisting, that the utterance may attract
him to the most exalted station and draw him nigh unto God,
the Lord of existence. Say: Praise be unto Thee, O my God,
for having given me to drink the wine of Thy knowledge and
guided me to the effulgences of the lights of the Luminary of
Thy Cause, and made known unto me that which lay hidden
within Thy knowledge and treasured within the shell of the
ocean of Thy wisdom. I beseech Thee to make me confirmed in
Thy remembrance and praise and in serving Thy Cause amidst
Thy creatures in such wise that the veils of the people of the
world in Thy lands shall not prevent me. Verily, Thou art the
Powerful, the Single, the Mighty, the All-Wise.

o el g o5 ol ) OB
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BH10107

To: Muhammad-Ali
Date: 1307-04-05 [1889-Nov-29]

He is the One Who gazeth from the horizon of eternity

O Muhammad-Qabli-‘Ali! Bear thou witness even as God hath
testified that there is none other God but Him Who hath ap-
peared with the truth. He, verily, is the One promised in the
Books of God, the Lord of the unseen and the seen. Through
Him were revealed the names and attributes, and through Him
were raised the standards of Divine unity in the most exalted
station and the banners of power in the highest places. Blessed
is the soul that hath found the fragrance of His raiment and
turned toward His horizon and quaffed the living waters from
the cup of His bounty. And woe unto him who hath denied
His Manifestation and disbelieved in His favor which hath been
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sent down from the heaven of His grace, and disputed His verses
that have encompassed the earth and the heavens.

BH10443

To: Hasan
Date: 1307-04-05 [1889-Nov-29]

He Who is established upon the throne of utterance!

O Hasan! Rejoice thou that the Wronged One of the horizons
hath turned toward thee - He Who was imprisoned for having
summoned all mankind unto the Day of the Covenant. We
desired the life of the world, its sanctification and exaltation,

yet he desired to shed My blood and cause My tribulation.

Blessed is the soul that hath cast away all else save Me and hath
turned unto the lights of My countenance and the effulgences
of the Orb of My loving-kindness. Verily he is of the people of
My land and the companions of My ark. We beseech God to
adorn him with such an ornament as shall illumine the earth
and all who dwell therein. Verily He is the Almighty over what
He willeth, and He is the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed.
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To: Yusuf Khan, in B H
Date: 1307-04-05 [1889-Nov-29]

He is the One Who speaks from His most exalted horizon.

O Most Exalted Pen! Mention with the Most Glorious Writing
him who has turned to the Lord of all humanity, that the
Call may so attract him that the doubts of the suspicious ones
will not prevent him. O Yusuf Kha, upon thee be My glory!
We have beheld thy heart and heard thy call. We have made
mention of thee with that which nothing created on earth can
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equal. Give thanks unto thy Lord for this manifest bounty.
Then make mention of thy wife on My behalf and give her the
glad tidings of God’s loving-kindness, the Lord of all worlds.

ﬁ‘wf:&‘:l‘ Jadl e S sl o2
A Sy Bl b By 15 e Sl
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To: Aga Muhammad ’Ali, in Bahramabad
Date: 1307-04-05 [1889-Nov-29]
He is the True One, the Knower of things Unseen < 53! ('31‘: b »

O Muhammad-Qabli-‘Ali! We have turned toward thee and
found the love of God wafting from thee, and We have remem-
bered thee in a Tablet from whose horizon shineth the light
of thy Lord’s gracious favor. Convey My greetings to those
who are with thee and remind My loved ones through this per-
spicuous Book. Verily We hear and see them, and We are the
All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.
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BHO00774

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Istanbul
Date: 1307-04-16 [1889-Dec-10]

He is God, exalted is His in Grandeur and Power!

2> Praise be to the peerless Creator Who created creation
through His most exalted Word and made known to them
that which harmeth and profiteth them, He Who hath need
of nothing whatsoever. His mercy hath preceded all things
and His grace hath encompassed all. Through pure bounty
He adorned sheer nothingness with the ornament of being,
and His purpose hath been the elevation of existence and
its advancement, that through His destined decrees and
all-encompassing favors they might become ready for the
manifestation of His greatest bounty and most great mercy.
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Glorious is His grace and mighty is His dominion. There is
none other God but Him.

The letter from that honored one was the cause of joy, nay
rather it was the very essence of joy, for it bore testimony to
that soul’s degrees of sincerity, certitude, and well-being. After
its reading and perusal, We repaired to the Sacred Spot and
presented it before His countenance. He said: “God willing,
may you be mindful in all conditions, be observant of wisdom
in association and gatherings, and conduct affairs through con-
sultation. We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to
make what hath proceeded from you a treasure for you, to pre-
serve it through His power, protection, might and grandeur,
to adorn your deeds with the glory of acceptance, to ordain
for you the good of this world and the next, and to decree
for you that which shall endure through the endurance of His
Kingdom. Verily He is the Mighty, the All-Bestowing.”

We make mention of the loved ones in that land and convey
Our greetings, counseling all to unity, wisdom and utterance.
The honored Afnan, upon him be God’s peace and grace, hath
been and is mentioned; in all matters they should be mindful
of liberality and bounty. Jinab-i-Nazir, the honored Shaykh,
and the son of the honored Samandar, upon them be God’s
peace and mercy, are mentioned. We have ever besought and
continue to beseech the True One that He may illumine hearts
with the light of harmony and agreement, and confirm each
one in that which leadeth to the exaltation of existence. Verily
He hath power over all things.

5 Some time ago this servant submitted a detailed letter laden

with pearls of wisdom and utterance. God willing, it hath
arrived and eyes have been blessed by it and light hath shone
forth from the horizons of hearts. To those possessed of insight,
the station of that heedless party hath ever been and shall
continue to be evident. The decree for these matters came
from the Island, and that heedless oppressor who promoteth
his cause in that land - Dawlat-Abadi - hath committed that
which no heedless one hath ever committed.

; O my God, my God! I beseech Thee by the sighing of the

hearts of the oppressed, by the tears from the eyes of Thy near
servants, and by the blood that hath been shed in Thy path,
to aid the heedless to act with justice and the deniers to turn
unto Thee and to face toward Thy Prophets and Messengers
and to cling to the hem of Thy bounty. Verily, Thou art the
Forgiver, the Bestower, the Mighty, the Generous.
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This servant has ever beseeched and continues to beseech the
True One, exalted be His glory, not to deprive His servants of
that which is the cause of their glory and advancement, and not
to withhold from them the light of truthfulness and uprightness.
Verily, He is the Hearer, the Answerer.

To the honored presence of his eminence Afnan, upon him
be the Most Glorious Glory of God, I offer heartfelt praise,
remembrance and greetings. In these days, his eminence the
Afnan of the Land of Ha, upon him be the Most Glorious
Glory of God, sent a letter to his honored eminence the Greater
Afnan, upon him be all the Most Glorious Glory. After it was
presented before Him, He said: “He hath spoken with justice.
That which is mentioned therein must be carried out.” We
beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to open before the
faces of His Afnans the gates of favors and blessings. Verily,
He is the Generous, the Merciful. End quote. Surely they will
send the details thereof to them.

The most luminous star, his eminence Afnan, Aqa Mirza
Muhsin, upon him be the Glory of God and His favors, has
departed for the Land of Ha in perfect health and well-being.
God willing, may he arrive at his destination in complete
health and be assisted in that which is the cause of setting
affairs aright.

Furthermore, I convey greetings to the beloved of my heart,
Jinab-i-Nazir, and the spiritual beloved, his eminence Shaykh,
and the apple of the eye, the son of his eminence S.M., upon
them be the Glory of God and His favors. May God assist
them to achieve success, prosperity and righteousness. Verily
our Lord is the Forgiving, the Generous, and He is the Helper,
the Merciful.

Another matter: The beloved of my heart, Jinab-i-Nazir, upon
him be the Glory of God, has sent a letter to the beloved of
the spirit, his eminence Haji Aqa Muhammad, upon him be
the Glory of God (in the Land of S), requesting a sum. The
honored ones have written to this servant about this matter.
After it was presented, He said that the spreading and pub-
licity of these matters is not permissible. Moreover, it may
not be outwardly possible for them, and may not be easily at-
tainable. Regarding the amount requested, it was commanded
that ten Ottoman liras be given to them specifically for the ex-
penses of certain souls there, and the aforementioned amount
that was promised should also be paid. For the sake of estab-
lishing justice and setting affairs aright, there has been and is
no objection to this matter. Detailed instructions were written
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and sent regarding this, and this evanescent one has repeatedly
heard from the blessed tongue, saying “We love charitable giv-
ing.” The attention to that direction has been for the sake of
God, and whatever has occurred returns to Him. Therefore,
there is no objection if that mentioned amount is given. What
is essential is that God grant success so that those in authority
may judge with justice. Surely the reward for deeds done with
justice is not limited to what has been mentioned. Certainly
from the treasury of the unseen will also be bestowed that
which indicates His all-encompassing favor and His precedent
all-pervading mercy. In certain instances, negligence is not per-
missible. Furthermore, the matter of certain ones remaining
in that land and their movement depends on consultation. In
all conditions, they must keep their gaze fixed upon the glory
of the Cause. In this case, whatever occurs is beloved.

And regarding the funds, what his eminence the Afnan, upon
him be the Glory of God and His favors, has mentioned is
correct. The documents mentioned in his eminence’s letter
will be sent from the other direction.

Concerning his honor Aqa Rasul, upon him be Baha’u’llah’s
glory, and the other matters they have written about - this is
acceptable. It is evident that his honor is diligent and striving
in the duties assigned to him, and in all conditions holds fast
to God’s grace and attains His good-pleasure. This deserves a
hundred thousand congratulations.

Regarding his honor Aqa Mirza ‘Abdu’llah, upon him be
Baha’u’llah’s glory, several years ago they had expressed their
wish to free themselves and obtain a divorce, but permission
was not granted until these days when they said to do
whatever they deemed advisable. That woman’s actions were
not and are not acceptable, to which the fair-minded ones of
the world and the manifestations of His justice bear witness.

5 Concerning the matter of the funds of Ibn Jinab Alif and Ha,

upon them both be Baha'u’llah’s glory - that is, the funds of
Yapunchi - these were received through the honored Mr. Afnan
*Ali, upon him be the Most Glorious Beauty of Baha’u’llah, and
a receipt was issued. Peace, remembrance and glory be upon
you and upon God’s loved ones there and upon God’s righteous
servants.

The servant 16 Rabi’u’th-Thani 1307
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BHO06691

To: Muhammad Husayn who has attained, in Mosul
Date: 1307-05 [1889-Dec]

In the name of Him Who is Sovereign over all names.

Say: Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having guided me to
the Dawning-Place of Thy signs, the Day-Spring of Thy clear
tokens, the Manifestation of Thy Self, and the Horizon of Thy
commandments. I beseech Thee by Him through Whom Thou
didst raise up the banner of unity amongst Thy servants, and
by His family and His companions, to aid me in Thy remem-
brance and in that which Thou hast commanded me in Thy
Book. O my Lord! Thou seest the wronged one knocking at
the door of Thy justice, and him who is deprived clinging to
the cord of Thy bounty. I beseech Thee by Thy Cause through
which Thou didst subdue the world and guide the nations, to
make me in all conditions to gaze toward the horizon of Thy
grace and to hope for the wonders of Thy generosity.

O my Lord! T beseech Thee by the Manifestations of Thy Self
and by Thy power which hath conquered Thy heaven and Thy
earth, to protect me from the harm of the idolaters among
Thy servants. Verily Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou
willest. There is none other God but Thee, the Forgiving, the
Generous. Then send down upon this servant of Thine and
upon Thy servants from the heaven of Thy bounty a blessing
from Thy presence. Verily Thou art the Sovereign over all
names. By Thy word “Be” and it is. There is none other God
but Thee, the Single, the One, the Powerful, the Mighty, the
Beloved.
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Date: 1307-05 [1889-Dec]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

2 Glorified art Thou, O my God, my Beloved, and my Heart’s
Desire! 1 beseech Thee by the revelation of Thy verses and
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the manifestation of Thy clear tokens, and by Thy signs and
Thy works, to ordain for him who hath sought Thee the good
of this world and of the world to come. O my Lord! Thou
seest him turning toward Thee and gazing toward Thy hori-
zon. Disappoint him not of Thy bounty which hath encom-
passed existence, nor of Thy generosity which hath embraced
the world. Thou art the Lord of the nations and the One man-
ifest through the Most Great Name. There is none other God
but Thee, the Compassionate, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
Moreover, I beseech Thee, O Lord of all beings, to forgive Thy
handmaiden who hath ascended unto Thee, and to cause her
to associate with the countenances of Paradise on high in the
white and crimson chambers. Verily, Thou art the Munificent,
the Generous, the Bountiful, the Merciful.
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BHO03085

To: Aqa Siyyid Mustafa, in Isfahan
Date: 1307-05-03 [1889-Dec-26]

He is the Expositor, the All-Knowing

Mim, Sad: Upon thee be My glory! Know thou with clear
certitude that the glance of God’s loving-kindness, exalted be
His glory, hath been and continues to be directed toward the
land of S. Within that land are concealed and treasured the
divine trusts. Say: Blessed, blessed art thou, O Land of Sad!
What land can be likened unto thee? God hath made thee the
repository of His names and attributes, next to the sacred and
specially designated lands. It was honored by the presence of
the two Husayns, whom neither the swords of hatred nor the
might of the oppressors could hold back from God, the Lord of
the worlds. They advanced to the field of martyrdom, yearn-
ing for reunion with the Creator of heaven, and sacrificed their
souls in the manifest and straight Path. They cast behind them
the world, its riches, glory, bounties and pleasures - to this ev-
ery fair-minded and discerning one bears witness. And before
them, al-Kazim and those with him performed such deeds in
the path of God as bewildered the hearts of those near unto
Him. And after them came al-Ashraf, through whose blood
God adorned the cities of justice and equity and the counte-
nances of the lovers throughout all regions. We testify that
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he attained the presence and meeting with God and heard His
mighty and wondrous call. The eyes of the companions of the
Covenant in the City of the Lovers wept for them. Thus hath
spoken the Luminary of the horizons from His mighty prison.
It behooveth the people of God to remember them with goodly
remembrance and according to what the Pen of God, the Help
in Peril, the Mighty, the Wise, hath recorded.

The Pen of Command in the Most Great Scene, from the pres-
ence of the Lord of Destiny, now giveth thee glad tidings that
thou mayest thank thy Lord, the Compassionate, the Gener-
ous. Thou hast attained the service of My Cause, and whoso
attaineth unto it is, in the Mother Book, among the people
of Baha and the companions of the Crimson Ark which the
Lord of creation sent down in the Qayyumu’l-Asma’, a com-
mand from My presence - and I am the Ordainer, the Ancient
of Days. Thou art, in the sight of God, the Lord of creation,
among the people of the Ark. We beseech God to aid thee to
preserve this most exalted station and this supreme and abid-
ing glory. Verily He is the Powerful over whatsoever He willeth,
and He is the All-Bountiful, the Mighty, the Powerful. Glory
be upon thee from Us, and upon those whom neither commerce,
nor trade, nor wealth, nor glory hath withheld from God, the
Mighty, the Most Praised.
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To: Muhammad Husayn, in Qaf
Date: 1307-05-03 [1889-Dec-26]

In the Name of the One Beloved

This Day is the Day whereof all Prophets and Messengers have,
from the Lord of the worlds, given glad-tidings unto all peoples.
Even as the proof of the Interlocutor of the Mount was man-
ifested through His staff, so hath the proof of this Wronged
One shone forth through the Pen. With but a single rod did
He smite the swords of the world, and with but a single Pen
hath this Revelation [conquered] all peoples. And in another
instance, the proof of Moses was the Torah, and the evidence
that remained of Christ was and is the leaves of the Gospel,
and the enduring testimony of the Seal of the Prophets was
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the Book of the Furqan, which distinguished between truth
and falsehood.

Glory be to God! Now there hath appeared and been made
manifest that which equalleth all the heavenly Books of the
past and future, that concerning which every person of insight
hath testified that it hath no peer or likeness. Nevertheless,
the people remain veiled from the divine Day and deprived of
the sealed wine.

Today, whosoever desireth to enter the depths of the ocean of
divine oneness must sanctify his heart from the stories of old,
that the effulgences of the Sun of Truth may shine upon it and
illumine it.

O Muhammad-Qablih-Husayn! Blessed art thou for having
rent asunder the veils and turned toward the horizon of thy
Lord’s Revelation, the Lord of all men.

Say: Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of the worlds and Desire of
the nations, for having given me to drink from the ocean of
Thy knowledge, and made me to recognize the Dawning-Place
of Thy verses, and guided me to Thy path. I beseech Thee
by Thy Most Exalted Word, which Thou hast made as a light
unto them that have drawn nigh and as a fire unto them that
have turned away, to make me speak forth Thy praise and
call out Thy Name amidst Thy creation. O my Lord! Leave
me not to myself. Preserve me through Thy power that hath
encompassed all created things, and through Thy command
that hath pervaded all existence, from vain imaginings and
idle fancies. Verily Thou art the Almighty, the All-Glorious,
the All-Knowing. There is no God but Thee, the Single, the
One, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Nur son of Nurullah, in Qazvin
Date: 1307-05-03 [1889-Dec-26]

He is the radiant and manifest Light

O Nuru’llah, upon thee be His glory and His peace! In these

days the wolves of the earth have surrounded the divine sheep.

The Supreme Pen hath, in countless Tablets, commanded the
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servants to trustworthiness, religious devotion, righteousness
and the fear of God. Yet the heedless have cast away godliness
and embraced depravity, committing that which hath caused
trustworthiness and religion to lament. A group, at the insti-
gation of their leader, have risen up to harm the people of God.
Each day they cling to some new falsehood, having in all cir-
cumstances arisen to undermine the Cause of God, and they
have uttered that which no oppressor hath ever uttered. Soon
shall they behold the recompense of their calumnies from the
presence of the Just, the Equitable, the Wise One.

O Nuru’llah! Praise be to God, thou hast attained unto men-
tion and praise. We beseech God to open through thee the
doors of the hearts of His servants. Verily He is the Powerful,
the Mighty. We have heard thy call and witnessed thy turning
toward Us. We have turned toward thee and revealed for thee
that which hath brought joy to the eyes of them that are nigh.
We beseech Him, exalted be He, to assist thee with the hosts
of wisdom and utterance, and to aid thee in that which will
exalt His Cause among His servants and His remembrance in
His lands. Nothing whatsoever escapeth His knowledge. He
heareth and seeth, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.

And upon thee be the glory from Us, and upon those with thee
and upon all who are steadfast and firm.
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To: Muhammad Rida Qaini et al., in Sarchah
Date: 1307-05-04 ? [1889-Dec-27]

In the name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted and
Most Glorious Lord!

Praise and glory befit the dwellers of eternity’s realm unto the
Lord of Names, Whose most pure hem hath ever been and shall
remain sanctified from the calumnies of the people of hatred.
Whatsoever hath issued from the mouths of the deceivers hath
never found and shall never find access to His court of glory.
These faithless, ignorant people have failed to comprehend the
station of “He doeth whatsoever He willeth” and speak accord-
ing to their own desires and idle fancies. Sanctified is the
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remembrance of our Lord from their whisperings, their mur-
murings, their utterances, their supplications and their invoca-
tions. Exalted is His grandeur and supreme is His sovereignty.
There is no God but Him.

The letter from that honored friend arrived, and its contents
were the cause of joy, for the fragrances of love for the Lord
of the Revelation wafted therefrom. After its reading, We re-
paired to the Most Holy Court and presented it before the coun-
tenance of the Lord of creation, where it attained the honor
of His attention. This is what the Tongue of Grandeur spoke
forth while seated upon the Throne in a place named Junayni.
Exalted be His utterance and mighty His proof: “There is no
Revelation but His Revelation.”

In My Name, the Wronged One, the Stranger

O Rida! Upon thee be the Glory of God, the Lord of Names!
Thy letter hath arrived and the servant in attendance before
the Throne presented it at a time when sorrows encompassed
Me from all directions. Verily, the M followed the M in his
tyranny and oppression, cast aside the Lord and followed one
who hath no mention in the court of God’s glory, the Creator
of heaven. He hath lost in his deeds and gone astray in his en-
deavors. Soon shall he find himself in abasement and loss. Hear
thou the call from the direction of Akka - it calleth in the king-
dom of creation and commandeth all to righteousness, piety,
trustworthiness, religion, truthfulness and fidelity. Blessed is
he who heareth and acteth upon that which he hath been com-
manded by God, the Lord of all beings. Blessed art thou and
thy father who hath taken for himself a station beneath the
shade of his Lord’s grace, the Mighty, the Bestower. We have
mentioned him with verses whose fragrance shall never cease
and which the happenings of the world cannot alter. To this
God’s Book in this station doth testify. The Glory from Us be
upon him and upon thee and upon those who have attained
and have ascended through the light of recognition unto God,
the Lord of Lords.

i Hear thou in the Persian tongue: Convey Our greetings to all

the kinsmen on behalf of the Wronged One. The loved ones
have ever been and shall ever be remembered. The spiritual
youth, upon him be My glory and favor, hath ever been men-
tioned and is witnessed before the Throne. His letter arrived
previously and an answer was revealed in a realm sanctified
above words, but until now it hath not descended from the
world of meaning to the world of utterance. Know ye with
absolute certainty that the loved ones of God have never been
and shall never be forgotten from His sight, and the glances
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of His grace have ever been and shall ever be directed towards
them. We counsel the friends to wisdom and to such deeds as
will cause the attraction of hearts and the turning of souls unto
God. In the land of ‘Ayn and Shin, there occurred at the hands
of the oppressors that which transformed the world of joy into
grief. Glory be to God! In such instances both supreme joy
and profound sorrow are manifest - consider this, O ye who
possess insight! Praise be to God that they were slain but slew
not, they acted in accordance with divine counsels. They took
patience as their helper in the path of God, the Lord of the
worlds. We beseech God to assist all to be ever mindful of His
counsels and exhortations.

That which occurred in the month of Muharram regarding the
Manifestation of the Herald and the Great Announcement -
none but the people of truth have been or are aware of it.
Therefore, the expression of joy in those days becometh the
cause of revolution and hatred and rancor among the people.
Wisdom doth not sanction the manifestation of joy and delight
in those days. O loved ones of the All-Merciful in all lands!
Take ye that which will attract the hearts of the servants and
draw them nigh unto God, the Lord of creation. We make
mention of all the loved ones and give them the glad-tidings of
the effulgences of the light of divine providence. O people of
God! Resolution is needed. We hope that through your words
of guidance the saplings of being may attain to maturity and
development, and that all on earth may be nourished by their
fruits and effects. The Cause of the Most Great Announcement
is mighty. The princes and divines have turned away and the
people follow them. The wise among the servants should hold
fast to that which will purify existence from the disease of
ignorance and folly. At all times, pure and holy deeds and
radiant, pleasing character are the helpers and supporters of
the Cause. Blessed are they who hold fast unto these! Ahmad,
the son of him who found repose beneath the shade of his
Lord’s grace, is remembered.

He Who remembereth the one who hath been mentioned under
the shadow of his Lord’s loving-kindness. Letters have repeat-
edly arrived from him. We beseech God, blessed and exalted
be He, to aid him in that which will cause his remembrance to
be exalted amongst His creation. Verily, He is powerful over all
things. Say: O people! The divine Books, both of the past and
present, have testified to the blessedness of these days, for the
Sun of Truth shineth resplendent before all faces, the light of
utterance is radiant and brilliant, the stream of mercy floweth
and circulateth, and the breezes of God are wafting. Were a
soul to contemplate the bounty bestowed upon a single leaf of
the tree, he would, throughout his life, unceasingly utter “Thou
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art the Merciful” and “Thou art the Bountiful.” The glory shin-
ing from the horizon of the heaven of My loving-kindness be
upon you, O people of Baha, and upon every steadfast and
firm one, and every one constant and trustworthy.

The fragrant breezes of divine revelation have pervaded the
realm of meaning and utterance, yet the heedless servants are
ever occupied in preventing it. This is a practice that hath
persisted from ancient times. In all the days of Manifestation,
they have striven to extinguish the light of divine unity and
quench the fire of the Sacred Tree. The servant beseecheth
his Lord to adorn His servants with that which beseemeth His
days. Verily, He is the Forgiving, the Bountiful.

Mention hath been made of Muhammad-Quli, upon him be
the glory of God, and likewise his righteous deed. Praise be
to God, after his deed was presented, it was accepted, and one
Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet was revealed for him from the
heaven of the divine Will and sent forth. God willing, he will
attain unto it. Well is it with him for what he hath wrought in
the path of God. Likewise, mention was made of the friends of
Khusif, upon them be the glory of God, the King, the Mighty,
the Kind, the Compassionate, and the other friends, upon them
be the glory of God, which was accepted before the face of the
Lord of all mankind.

This is what was revealed for Muhammad, upon him be the
glory of God. His word, exalted be His majesty and glory:

He is the Remembering, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed

O Muhammad! There hath come upon Us in the Most Great
Prison that which hath caused the realities of existence to
lament. The oppressor hath been consumed by the fire of greed
and passion, and hath wrongfully devoured the property of the
people. Verily, he is of the people of tyranny. He hath cast
away godliness and seized upon passion, and hath committed
that which hath caused tears to flow from eyes. We have heard
thy call and have called thee from the Mount of Knowledge.
God, there is none other God but He, the Protector, the Self-
Subsisting. Preserve the verses of thy Lord, then recite them in
such wise that hearts are attracted thereby, then drink in My
name from the cup of My utterance, My choice sealed wine.
The glory from Us be upon thee and upon those who have
believed in God, the Lord of the invisible and the visible.

And this is what was revealed for Mulla ‘Ali, upon him be the
everlasting glory of God. His word, blessed and exalted be He:

He is the Most Exalted, the Most High
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O Ali! The wolves of the earth have surrounded the sheep of
God, and the beast of the world seeks to harm the loved ones
of the Most Great Name. Tyrants from every direction have
openly arisen in oppression, and pharaohs from every quarter
are engaged in transgression. Yet in such circumstances the
Tongue of Grandeur speaks in praise of His loved ones, for this
handful of dust is as naught in the sight of God and His loved
ones. By God’s life! The clanking chains of the world are but
as the buzzing of a fly to the faithful, and its buildings and
prosperity are as a spider’s web, nay less than that. Convey
My greetings to the loved ones on behalf of this Wronged One.
Soon these days shall come to an end. Strive that ye may
attain to that which shall be accepted and adorned with ev-
erlasting glory. The Day is the Day of deeds. Fix your gaze
upon trustworthiness and hold fast to righteousness. He verily
counsels His servants and advises them with that which shall
exalt them. He is the All-Bountiful, the Generous.

This was revealed for Ali Kh. Upon him be the Glory of God.
The Lord, exalted and sanctified be He, speaks:

s He is the Most Holy, the Most Great

O Ali! Upon thee be My Glory! The oppressor of the world
has opened the door of counsel. Say: O heedless one! It be-
hooveth thee first to counsel thyself. By God’s life! Blood hath
been shed, wealth hath been plundered, oppression hath been
wrought, and that hath been committed which hath caused all
things to lament, as well as the dwellers of Paradise and those
who circle round the Throne at eventide and at dawn. He hath
been seized for his sin, yet he perceiveth it not. Soon shall he
behold the recompense of his deeds from God, the Avenger,
the Almighty. The transgressor hath followed the oppressor
in his tyranny and hath written that which caused the com-
panions to cry out and hath been consumed with the fire of
hatred in such wise that the realities of being trembled and
the tears of the righteous flowed. We beseech God to protect
His servants from his evil. He verily is the Almighty, the Un-
constrained. Thy name was mentioned before the Wronged
One. He remembered thee with such remembrance as caused
the very stones to soar. Glory be upon thee and upon those
whom the oppression of the oppressors hath not deterred from
turning unto God, the Lord of Lords.

O My loved ones in the letters Kha and Vav! Hear My call.
It verily draws you nigh unto the supreme horizon and guides
you to the Dayspring of guidance. Deprive not yourselves of
the Dawning-Place of Revelation. Cast aside what the people
possess, holding fast to that which ye have been commanded
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by God, the Lord of all directions. We have mentioned you be-
fore in numerous Tablets with such mention as hath illumined
the horizons. It endeth here. His is the praise and the glory,
His the thanks and the splendor. He hath remembered His
loved ones with that which shall cause their names to endure
throughout the duration of His most excellent names and ex-
alted attributes. Our Lord is verily the Almighty, the Glorious,
the All-Bestowing.

We beseech God that He may cause all to attain unto that
which is the cause of the spreading of His signs among His
servants. This spreading, as mentioned in the revealed Tablets,
hath ever been and shall continue to be dependent upon goodly
deeds and praiseworthy character, for deeds and character that
are manifested in the path of God attract hearts and souls, and
this attraction is the cause of drawing nigh, and drawing nigh
is the cause of awareness and the station of propagation. God
willing, may all attain thereunto.

Mention was made of the honored uncle, Mulla Ali-Akbar,
upon him be the Glory of God. This is what was revealed
for him from the heaven of the bounty of our Most Glorious
Lord. He, exalted be His majesty and mighty be His utterance,
speaks:

In My Name, the One Who calleth from the Supreme Horizon

O Akbar! After ‘Ali strange matters have appeared and pe-
culiar signs have become manifest. The wolf counsels God’s
sheep, saying “Drink not blood and rend not flesh”; the ser-
pent admonishes the fish to be patient, and the bear the cock-
rel; and the embodiment of tyranny says to the embodiment of
justice “Oppress not, seize not the people’s wealth, fear God.”
Indeed the world has changed - wickedness and iniquity counsel
righteousness and piety and command godliness. Such decep-
tion and craftiness have appeared in the world as have had and
have no equal. One who would sell the realm of holiness for a
penny claims to serve the world and love all peoples. By God!
For a dinar he would deliver the righteous into the hands of
the wicked and corrupt. He speaks of patriotism while secretly
and openly shedding the blood of the sovereign. They are wor-
shippers of money yet count themselves among the righteous.
It behooveth us to leave mention of them and remember thee
who hast turned to a Cause from which all in the land have
turned away, save those whom the hands of divine power have
delivered, God, the Lord of all mankind.

We have mentioned thee before, and at this time with verses
which, when revealed, caused the sun of knowledge to shine
forth and illumined all lands. Convey My greetings to the
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loved ones in that land on behalf of the Wronged One. Say:
At a time when I am surrounded by enemies and serpents are
visible on the right and left, I speak forth verses and make
mention of you. Strive that ye may succeed in achieving that
which is befitting and worthy on this day. The glory from Us
be upon thee and upon those whom God has related to thee,
both men and women. Thy Lord is verily the Mighty, the

All-Bountiful.

5 The days are mighty and great days. It would be a great pity
should they pass in heedlessness. O friends of God and His
loved ones! Striving is necessary that ye may succeed in accom-
plishing that which will endure in God’s Book. He is indeed the
Generous, the Merciful, the Mighty, the Great. The relatives
of that honored friend have repeatedly been mentioned by the
Tongue of Grandeur. Divine favors are beyond the reckoning
of the servants. Were ye to count God’s favors ye would not
be able to number them. But the people have heedlessly done
that which no oppressor in any age has done. Their deeds bear
witness to this before all faces. Soon shall they see their recom-
pense from the presence of the Just, the Wise. Mention was
made of the cousin, upon them both be the glory of God. After
being submitted before the Holy Presence, these sublime and
exalted verses were revealed. His blessed and exalted Word:
He is the All-Mentioning, the All-Knowing.

O Muhammad! Today all things are in a state of rapture, ec-
stasy and exultation through the manifestation of the Lord of
the Kingdom of Names, and they congratulate one another, ut-
tering the words “how our eyes have been refreshed.” Blessed
is the one who has recognized the station of these days and is
occupied with the praise and glorification of the Desired One
of all worlds. Today the world has another light, the sea an-
other wave, and the Sadrat of Sinai another melody. Blessed
is he that hath ears to hear and eyes to see, and woe unto
the heedless! Say: Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for hav-
ing illumined my heart with the light of Thy knowledge, mine
ears with the hearkening unto Thy call, and mine eyes with
beholding Thy signs. I beseech Thee by Thy Kingdom and its
mysteries, and by the heaven of Thy utterance and its stars, to
ordain for me that which will exalt me amongst Thy servants
and draw me nigh unto Thee, and to provide for me from the
table of Thy heavenly grace. Verily, Thou art the Compas-
sionate, the Generous. The glory of God rest upon thee, thy
mother, thy brothers and thy sister, from God, the Lord of all
who are in the heavens and on earth.

;. After mention was made of his father, his wife, and the two
servants named Ghulam-Husayn and Habibullah, upon them

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

35 K0l 1SS plae J3 5115 o)) ol
Sl Sl s ) 5 D el Cple Ko
dor Ao 53 W 5bl Ll sy
sl s Y padl Shem 452 71 ala 2K
&\w@j\&,@ﬁ,\s‘w@;\@\
oAl n SO, B S LT e S

=) el
ol Wiu et s che rl;‘ (‘Lj‘ 26
o3Y dem Sl LUl L 5 iy
5 3L A OF 5o Sew a8 6 als
B A BRI e
L 5155 ¢ G O Cpitn (il
Ol B olle sl 0las calie
byl ¥ able lyaw O ol sle clas|
e & el sias e Bl gls S,
S i oaf JE e g 50 MU
d.ﬂ u” L(f\j» O}J_ J}w cﬁ}” (sLo\ riLs‘\
x;,:\)micw;w\;sﬁi,dm
QL{.TCL‘ {b\}a;,o-\.ujs u‘f)\-’w
S 5 Qs 5 STl dF U ange ey

ﬁu\

O Sde Sle el sLs) o 30 4 |
S S by st s Ay e s slee!
Sask Gb e 0 s b K
5 A A Ogle bl elag S 1y
L dle 3s 0t a8 gt OLlle 5 paie gl
Ly sb Sosder s S0 e bﬁ;gé 3T
o e 5 03 sl g sb Sl Koo tank
Lo ALk SO 8 ol s s LSTJWJ
S5 ol 3315 Sibe Ly B o5
5 S Sl B smlis s o
b d S0l k#l s Sk sle o))l
il s S s ol 0 s
A a5 Gasll ol S S e
o Sty Sl Sl e S

oY) 5 Sl G e oy A 6

157

\V]

~



Vol. 93: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1307 A.H. (1889-1890) part I

BH00078

be the glory of God, and after their names were presented
before the countenance of the Lord of all beings, these blessed
verses were revealed from the heaven of grace - exalted be His
majesty and abundant be His favors:

O Muhammad-Rida! Praise be to God that thou hast attained
unto the Kawthar of utterance of the Desired One of all worlds
and hast drunk from the sealed wine. And thy kindred - thy
mother, thy wife, and thy two sons - all have been mentioned
before the Lord of Names. The remembrances of the world
and what is with the peoples cannot compare with this remem-
brance, for the divine mention in the Tablet endureth as long
as the kingdom and the realm endure, while all else returneth
to nothingness. Convey My greetings to each one of them from
the Wronged One and give them the glad-tidings of the efful-
gences of the Light of Providence. The loved ones have ever
been and shall ever remain beneath the glance of grace, as
attesteth He with Whom is the mighty Book.

And We make mention at this time of thy brother who was
named Ali, that this remembrance may draw him to the high-
est horizon and the Hand of Bounty may give him to drink of
the Kawthar of eternity. Blessed is he who hath attained to
the outpourings of these days, and woe unto the heedless ones!
O Ali, upon thee be My glory! Say: My God, my God! Praise
be to Thee for having guided the thirsty one to the ocean of
Thy mercy, the hungry one to the table of Thy heaven, the
needy one to the sun of Thy generosity, and the sinful one
to the heaven of Thy forgiveness. 1 beseech Thee, O Thou
through Whose Name the Kawthar of bounty hath flowed from
Thy Most Exalted Pen, to ordain for me that which will ex-
alt me, preserve me, and benefit me in every world of Thy
worlds. Thou knowest what is with me, and I know not what
is with Thee. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Glorious, the
All-Bountiful.

- O Muhammad-Qabli-Rida! The Glory of God be upon you and

upon your brother from Us. We give you both glad tidings of
what hath been sent down unto you from the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise. We have revealed unto him who hath drunk from the
Kawthar of attainment and hath gained what was inscribed in
the Books of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy - through
which the sun of the loving-kindness of the All-Merciful hath
shone forth, the ocean of forgiveness hath surged, and the fra-
grance of the mercy of his Lord, the Forgiving, the Merciful,
hath wafted. Verily, they who have ascended in My days have
attained unto that which none before them hath attained. This
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is attested by that which hath been sent down from the pres-
ence of the Mighty, the Great.

2 We make mention of Our loved ones there. The Wronged One,

in the midst of tribulations and sorrows, remembereth them
with that which the treasures of the world cannot equal, that
they may rejoice and be of the thankful. Convey My greetings
unto them and remind them of that which hath been sent down
unto them from the heaven of the bounty of their Lord, the
Generous.

O loved ones of God in that land! The like of these days hath
never been seen. This is the Day for deeds and steadfastness.
All must be intent on reformation and associate with all the
peoples of the world in the light of love, except him who hath
turned away from this Most Great Announcement, the meet-
ing with Whom had been the hope of those near unto God.
Holding fast unto this cord, they must be detached from the
world, must pass beyond the world of names, that they may
attain unto a station which is sanctified from all similitude,
peer, doubt, conjectures and vain imaginings of men. Know ye
with clear certainty that whosoever in this Day attaineth unto
but one word, he is mentioned in the Book of God as being of
the Concourse on High.

O loved ones! Arise with zeal that perchance ye may, through
wisdom and utterance, awaken the heedless souls and give them
to drink of the Kawthar of steadfastness. The station of stead-
fastness is such that should all who are in heaven and on earth
endeavor to prevent one from the straight path, they would
find themselves utterly impotent. This is the most exalted sta-
tion, the supreme pinnacle, and the crimson Tree. Blessed is he
who hath cast away the world and taken hold of that which he
hath been bidden by the One Who commandeth from ancient
times.

O Muhammad-Qabli-Husayn! O shoemaker! Reflect upon the
grace and bounty of God. The shoemaker hath crossed the
bridge while the learned have stumbled. Thou hast attained
unto the Kawthar of knowledge and arrived, while the jurists re-
main bewildered in the wilderness of their fancies. Say: Praise
be unto Thee, O God of all who are in the heavens and the
earth, and thanksgiving be unto Thee, O Thou in Whose grasp
is the dominion of the first and the last! Thou hast guided
whom Thou didst will and who desired Thee, and hast forsaken
those who sought other than Thee. I testify that Thou doest
what Thou pleasest and ordainest what Thou desirest. There
is none other God but Thee, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.
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36 O Husayn! O farmer! Blessed art thou, for thou hast, through

divine confirmation, rent asunder the veil of fancy and, through
His grace, hast torn away the intervening veils. Beseech God
to grant thee steadfastness, for the croakers lie in ambush and
the doubtful ones wait in observation posts. Say: My God,
my God! Increase the light of my knowledge, then preserve me
through Thy power which hath encompassed all created things,
lest my feet slip through the doubts of the skeptical ones and
the croaking of the croakers who have broken Thy Covenant
and desired to prevent Thy servants from the stream of Thy
mercy and Thy manifest, clear, and evident path.

7 As to the matter of requesting visitation and circumambulation

by proxy through this evanescent servant, on this day, which
is the sixth of the month of Rabi’u’th-Thani, six hours past
dawn, the visitation was performed on behalf of that spiritual
friend and was honored with acceptance. Blessed am I and art
thou, and blessed is he who hath attained unto this supreme
bounty and mighty favor.

He Whose utterance is the Remembrance maketh mention
of My beloved Haji Muhammad Kazim, upon him be 9 66
[Baha'u’llah], and likewise of the news concerning what tran-
spired in the great city. Glory be to God! Greed and avarice
have deprived those souls of the shore of trustworthiness, reli-
gion, justice and fairness. Would that it had ended with this
matter! But no, by God! Each day they utter a new calumny
and cling to fresh lies. One who was known for tyranny and
wickedness, and who turned away from godliness in this land
- out of care and protection they ordered him to leave. He
went to the great city and united with one like himself, and
they clung to such calumnies that the greatest terror became
manifest from all things, and justice and fairness engaged
in wailing and lamentation. This is the way of these people,
and thou shalt never find any change in their ways. Haji
Muhammad Karim Khan Kirmani wrote a book of refutation
every year, and likewise some poets of the age have said that
which their recompense is established and confirmed with the
Just, the Wise One, and the punishment for this rebellion
shall have no end and no conclusion. Similarly, Sipihr the
historian wrote that from which the pen seeks refuge with the
Truth. In any case, these matters have been and are inwardly
the cause of the exaltation of the Word and the spread of the
Cause. The servant beseecheth his Lord to adorn His servants
with that which draweth them nigh unto Him and causeth
them to speak with justice and fairness. Verily, He is our
Protector and our Goal, and He is the Ever-Forgiving, the
Most Generous.
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The spiritual friend, Aqga Muhammad, upon him be the Glory
of God and His favors, gave thy letters to this servant, and each
was presented before the Most Holy, Most Exalted Presence. In
truth, these letters became the cause of the manifestation of
the greatest grace. Blessed is he who hath attained unto the
cup of utterance of his Lord, the Most Merciful. The servant
testifieth that he is among those who are nigh unto God in
the Book of God, the Lord of the Mighty Throne. I convey
greetings and glory to all the friends of that land, both small
and great, female and male, and I have sought and do seek
for each one an eternal reward and everlasting good. And I
beseech Him, exalted be He, to preserve them through His
bounty and give them to drink from the cup of steadfastness
from the hands of His bestowal. Verily, He is the Generous,
the Munificent.

The Branches of the Divine Lote-Tree - may my spirit be a sac-
rifice for the dust of their footsteps - make mention of that spir-
itual friend and his relatives and the aforementioned friends,
upon them be the Glory of God, and they beseech God, exalted
be His Glory, for each one an enduring blessing and heavenly
sustenance. Verily, He is God, there is none other God but
Him, the Manifestor of that which was hidden in knowledge
and concealed from sight. Verily, He is the Helper, the Chosen
One.

Mention was made of Haji Mulla Baqir and Haji Rida and Aqa
Muhammad Husayn and Aqa Ali, upon them be the Glory of
God. After being presented before the Presence, there was
revealed for each one specifically that which giveth glad tidings
of eternal life. Blessed are they who have attained.

This is what was revealed for Haji Mulla Bagqir, upon him be
the Glory of God - exalted be His utterance and sublime be
His proof:

He is the All-Remembering, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise

O Muhammad-i-Baqir! Hear the call of the Wronged One. Ver-
ily He hath appeared with the truth and hath spoken before all
faces. The Command is God’s, the Omnipotent, the Supreme,
the Self-Subsisting. God’s proof hath been perfected unto His
creation and His testimony unto His servants, yet most of the
people perceive not. The Spring of Life hath welled forth be-
fore the faces of all religions, and the Euphrates of mercy hath
flowed from the Pen of God, Lord of what was and what shall
be. This is the Day wherein the light of utterance hath shone
forth from the horizons of the heaven of the tablets of thy Lord,
the Possessor of all being. Blessed is the eye that hath attained
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unto His traces, the ear that hath heard His sweetest call, and
the hand that hath taken hold of His sealed Book. Aid thy
Lord through wisdom and utterance, then open the doors of
hearts through His Name, the Mighty, the Loving. Thus have
We lit the lamp of utterance in the niche of the wisdom of God,
the Lord of the visible and invisible. God hath heard thy call
and revealed for thee that which cooleth the eyes. The splen-
dor from Us be upon thee and upon those who have attained
unto Our sealed wine.

This was revealed for Haji Rida, upon him be the glory of God:

In My Name through which the fragrance of divine knowledge
hath wafted through all possibility

O Rida! Thy name hath been present before the Most Glori-
ous Horizon. We have mentioned thee with that which hath
diffused the fragrance of thy Lord’s loving-kindness, the Lord
of all beings. Say: By God’s life! The ocean hath surged be-
fore all faces and the fragrance of God, the Lord of lords, hath
wafted. Blessed is he who hath witnessed and found, and woe
unto him who hath denied what hath been sent down from the
heaven of God’s bounty, the Lord of the beginning and the
end. When thou hast attained unto the reading of My verses
and the witnessing of My signs, say: My God, my God! I
testify that Thou hast manifested Thyself unto all who dwell
in the realm of being, and the Euphrates of Thy mercy hath
flowed amidst all religions. I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy
Most Great Throne and the mysteries of Thy Cause, O Lord
of eternity, to make me detached from all else save Thee and
to hold fast unto the mountain of Thy grace. O Lord! Thou
seest Thy loved ones among the oppressive ones among Thy
servants, and Thy chosen ones among the deniers who have
been enkindled with the fire of hatred in Thy days. I beseech
Thee by Thy power which hath encompassed all created things
to preserve them through Thy bounty and aid them through
Thy power. Verily Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou
willest. There is none other God but Thee, the Mighty, the
Bestower.

This was revealed for Muhammad-Husayn, upon him be the
glory of God:

In My Name through which the Herald hath called out between
earth and heaven

O Muhammad-Husayn! This Wronged One, while in the hands
of His enemies, hath turned toward thee and maketh mention
of thee, that perchance thou mayest be ignited with the heat
of God’s remembrance - an ignition which the doubts of the
workers of iniquity and immorality cannot prevent thee from
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attaining the Most Exalted Horizon. All the people of the
world were waiting and still wait, yet when the Sun of Manifes-
tation shone forth from the horizon of the Mount of Sinai, all
turned away save whom thy Lord willed. Praise the Desired
One of the world Who confirmed thee in turning toward Him
and mentioned thee with verses that shall endure in the Per-
spicuous Book. It behooveth thee to say in this station: Praise
be unto Thee, O Desired One of all who are in the heavens and
the earth!

This was revealed for Ali, upon him be the glory of God:

In My Name through which the earth and heaven were illu-
mined

O Ali, upon thee be My glory! Today the cloud of divine mercy
is, at every moment, bestowing that which causeth the growth
of the ears of knowledge and inner meanings. The Sun of Thy
Lord’s bounty shineth resplendent before the faces of His ser-
vants, yet the people remain heedless and veiled, save those
whom the hand of the power of thy Lord, the All-Bountiful,
the Most Generous, hath delivered. We beseech God to assist
His loved ones to comprehend His infinite bestowals. By My
life! Were the people of the earth to recognize but one word of
His utterances and its effects in the realm of earth and heaven,
they would all assuredly forsake whatsoever they possess and
cling to that which is with God. Say: My God, my God! Deny
me not the outpourings of Thy days, and deprive me not of
that which Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones. I testify
that Thou art the Most Generous, the Possessor of the Most
Great Message.

The Luminary of bounty and generosity has dawned and shone
forth with its rays upon His chosen ones, His sincere ones, and
His loved ones. Blessed is he who is illumined by it, detached
from all else - he is truly among the triumphant ones in God’s
Books, His Scriptures and His Tablets. In truth, divine favor
and bounty have reached such a degree that the drop seeks the
station of the ocean, and the atom the station of the sun. This
evanescent servant ever submits: “My God, my God! Deprive
not Thy servants of the Kawthar of steadfastness in Thy Cause,
such that names withhold them not from their Possessor.”

At this point a story comes to mind which is worthy to be
related: Some years ago, one named Siyyid Taqi attained the
presence [of Baha'ullah] and dwelt for a time in this land. Af-
ter departing, he met on his way one Hussein known as Sukhte
who asked him whence he came. He mentioned ‘Akka. Hus-
sein said “Why do you not go to Cyprus? Mirza Yahya is
the successor of the Point.” With these words, all his ranks of
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steadfastness, faith and devotion were scattered to the winds.
He thereafter went to Cyprus and returned to Iran with a book
of falsehoods. Glory be to God! How can one claiming divine
love be turned from the straight path of the Lord by a single
word, when that person himself knew that the aforementioned
Hussein had no knowledge of anything? Indeed it is the rec-
ompense of deeds that leads man into vain imaginings and
deprives him of the light of certitude.

56 Today the people of Baha have passed beyond the gulf of names

and set their course toward the ocean of inner meanings. They
have placed the whole world beneath their feet and taken the
final step to the Most Exalted Station. The Command is in
the hand of God, our Lord, the Lord of earth and heaven. Also
Nafsi from Jadhba went to Kirman some years ago and there
was deprived by one fabricated word from the Mother Book.
Would that he had stopped at that! He engaged in deception,
falsification, lies and calumny. Through guile and deceit he
obtained one of this servant’s letters that had been sent to one
of the friends, intending to copy and send it to the opponents.

» This servant submits: “My God, my God! Protect Thy ser-

vants from the evil of the opposers, the deniers and the barking
ones, and aid them all to justice and fairness that they may
behold Thy signs with their own eyes and hear Thy verses with
their own ears. Verily Thou hast power over all things.”

Every movement of the Desire of all mankind is a manifest
proof and a shining testimony; yet selfish desire hath become
a veil. On a certain day the Tongue of Grandeur uttered this
exalted word, which melted the liver with anguish. He, exalted
be His utterance and glorified His sovereignty, said: “O servant
in attendance! Would that the opposers of the Bayan had but
reflected to this extent: that We would have established this
Cause firmly and immovably amongst the people of Persia, and
would have raised it unto the loftiest station and most exalted
rank. Then, unto whatsoever soul was found worthy, We would
have committed it. Yet each day, after countless toils, when
the Cause had in some measure been uplifted, souls arose who,
out of sheer malice, perpetrated in those days that whereby the
Cause of God was brought to naught. In times of grievous trial
all were hidden behind veils; but when the light shone forth and
the Cause became manifest, they rushed on with swords and
committed deeds such as no oppressor had committed. And
now some, with turban and cloak, like the people of former
times, are busied with whisperings. We verily witness, and
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behold, and conceal; and I am the Concealer, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.” Thus ended His saying.

This servant hath ever sought, and still seeketh, protection.
Yet certain people who were never apprised of the very source
of the Cause have laid claim to knowledge, and have been, and
continue to be, the cause of leading the people astray. In every
circumstance there is hope in His grace and bounty that He
may sanctify His loved ones from that which beseemeth them
not. He is the Mighty, the Powerful. There is none other God
but Him, the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious.

You wrote making mention of Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Qushid Kha—
upon him be the Baha of God. After that mention had been
presented in the Most Holy and Inviolable Presence, these firm
and perspicuous verses were revealed from the heaven of the
loving-kindness of God, glorified be His majesty. He, exalted
be His utterance and glorified His sovereignty, saith:

He Who is the Ruler over whatsoever He willeth

Thy name hath come before the Wronged One, Who hath made
mention of thee in verses from which hath shone forth, from the
horizon of each word thereof, the Sun of God’s loving-kindness,
the Lord of all worlds. This is the Day whereon the Sun pro-
claimeth “Sovereignty belongeth unto God, the Almighty, the
All-Wise,” and wherein the Ocean proclaimeth “Greatness be-
longeth unto God, the Goal of them that have known Him.”
Blessed is the servant who hath heard the call raised by all
things in celebration of God, the Lord of all creation, and
woe betide every heedless and remote soul. We beseech God,
blessed and exalted be He, to illumine thee with the light of
recognition and to kindle thee with the fire of His love. He,
verily, is the All-Bountiful, and within His grasp lie the reins
of all who are in the heavens and on earth. When thine eyes
are cheered by the traces of My Most Exalted Pen, say: My
God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having made mention
of me, and caused me to hear and to see, and thanksgiving
be unto Thee for having guided me unto Thy manifest path
and Thine evident, mighty, and unshakeable Cause. I beseech
Thee by Thy generosity which hath encompassed all existence
to make me steadfast in Thy Cause, that my footsteps slip not
through the doubts of them that have turned away from Thy
straight path. Thou, verily, hast power over whatsoever Thou
willest. There is none other God but Thee, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

He Who is manifest and standeth before kings and subjects
alike
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A Book that speaketh the truth and summoneth mankind unto
the supreme horizon, the station wherein the Call hath been
raised and wherein hath appeared that which was recorded
by the Pen of Revelation in the Books of God, the Lord of
the Mighty Throne. He Who was promised by the Tongue of
Grandeur hath come, and He Who was inscribed by the Pen of
God, the Almighty, the All-Praised, hath been made manifest.
Blessed be the soul that hath heard and turned unto Him and
attained His presence, and woe betide him that hath turned
away from this manifest grace.

5 O Muhammad-Qabl-i-Hasan! We have heard thy call and make

mention of thee with that which transcendeth all the remem-
brances of the people, that thou mayest aid thy Lord through
wisdom and utterance and be of those who are assured. Take
thou the Kawthar of steadfastness from the hand of the bounty
of thy Lord, then drink it in His Name, the One Who ruleth
over all names. Verily thy Lord is the Commander, the Coun-
sellor, the All-Knowing. Beware lest the whisperings of the
turbaned folk debar thee from the Most Great Ocean, and be-
ware lest the intimations of the worshippers of names withhold
thee from this resplendent and shining horizon.

Say: O people! This is the Day of God, did ye but know it, and
this is the Day which was promised in the Books of God, both
of the past and of the future, did ye but recognize it. He Who
was hidden in knowledge and promised by God, the Protector,
the Self-Subsisting, hath come. Say: Fear God, O peoples of
the earth! Cast away what ye possess and take hold of the
tokens of God through His power, then recite them with the
melodies of the Most Exalted Paradise. These shall guide you
and bring you nigh unto His praiseworthy station. He who is
assured of His power and His authority shall not be shaken by
the doubts of men, nor by the signs of those who have denied
the Promised Day.

Say: My God, my God! Withhold me not from the Most Great
Steadfastness in Thy Cause, O Lord of all being, and number
me not with them who believed in Thy proof and then denied
it by following the manifestations of idle fancies and vain imag-
inings. Strengthen me, O my God, that I may rend asunder all
veils through Thy Name, the Strong, the Mighty, the One Who
ruleth over what hath been and what shall be. Thus hath the
fragrance of revelation been diffused and creation been per-
fumed through the sweet-scented breezes of the utterance of
thy Lord, the All-Merciful. Be thankful and say: Unto Thee
be praise, O Lord of Names, and unto Thee be glory, O Desire
of hearts and minds.
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Then know thou that We have revealed in Our Most Holy Book,
at the outset of Our arrival in the Most Great Prison, that
which appeared in the land of Kaf and Ra, and We informed
the people of what would transpire therein. Verily thy Lord
is the Truth, the Knower of the unseen. We beseech God to
strengthen thee and make thee steadfast in His Cause in such
wise that neither thou nor His loved ones shall be hindered by
the whisperings of them that have turned away from the Truth.
Verily He is the Powerful over what He willeth, and in His
grasp are the reins of all affairs. We beseech God, exalted be
He, to aid thee in serving His Cause and in remembering Him
amongst His servants. He, verily, is the Helper, the Forgiving,
the All-Kindly. The glory be upon thee and upon those who
have hearkened and have said: “Praise be unto Thee, O Lord

'77

of the Kingdom and of the realms abovel!

It is hoped that the sweet savours of the divine verses may
take possession of the world and make His loved ones mindful
of the events that transpired among the previous party, that
they may not be deprived of the Names through their Lord, and
may not accept the insinuations of every infidel. May they arise
to serve with clear certitude, that perchance the earth may be
illumined by the light of divine wisdom. Verily our Lord is
the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing, and worthy to answer prayer.
Again do I make mention that each of the loved ones hath been
and is remembered with heartfelt remembrances, and for all do
I beg bounty from the ocean of bounty and perpetuity from the
sun of perpetuity. Verily He is the Protector of those who do
good and the Goal of them that seek. Glory and remembrance
and praise be upon thee and upon them that are with thee
and upon the loved ones and friends of God there and in all
directions, and praise be unto Him Who is the Goal of all who
are in the heavens and on earth.

The servant 4 Jamadiyu’l-Avval 1307

May what has been sent be directed to the Land of Jadhba and
Ba and Shin and certain other places, for this would be well-
pleasing. The two rugs which were previously sent have arrived
and have been graciously accepted. According to the command,
whatsoever is sent to those regions should reach the beloved
of the heart, that spiritual youth, upon him be the glory of
God and His grace and bounty and mercy. They should make
copies and deliver to their owners. This evanescent servant
conveys greetings and praise to that spiritual one, upon him
be the Most Glorious Glory of God, and to the delight of eye
and vision, Ahmad. Their mention hath ever been and still
is in the Most Holy Court, especially at this time when the
Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken this exalted word: “O servant
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in attendance!” God willing, a reply shall be sent to that
spiritual one, upon him be My glory and My loving-kindness,
and likewise a reply to Ahmad, upon him be My glory.

Blessed be they both and may they rejoice in what cometh to
them from God, their Lord.
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BHO01605

To: Muhammad Mihdi, in Beirut
Date: 1307-05-05 [1889-Dec-28]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful

God is the Most Great, God is the One, God is the Self-
Subsisting, acknowledging His Books and His Messengers and
His chosen ones and His pure ones, and their loftiness and
their transcendence and their might and their grandeur and
their stations and their attributes before God, our Lord, the
Lord of earth and heaven and Lord of the mighty Throne.

In truth, the food of the spirit is the remembrance and praise
of God, exalted be His glory. If, God forbid, this most great
bounty and supreme grace should be cut off, would life remain?
Nay, by God! What of life - all would perish.

Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having caused us to ac-
knowledge Thy unity and recognize Thy Books and Thy Mes-
sengers, and to stand before the gate of Thy grace, beseech-
ing the wonders of Thy gifts and favors. O Lord! Withhold
not from Thy servant and Thy loved ones the wonders of Thy
grace, nor the rain from the heaven of Thy knowledge. We are
poor and weak; we seek Thy conquering strength and Thy all-
encompassing power. O Lord! Thou seest Thy loved ones in
the lands of Iran among the enemies of Thy Cause. I beseech
Thee to protect them through Thy sovereignty and the power
of Thy Will. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the Ruler, the
Commander, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

The letter of that spiritual beloved arrived, praise be to God,
adorned with Divine unity and mention of His Prophets and
chosen ones who strove in His path with befitting striving and
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conquered the servants and lands through His Name. After its
reading and review, proceeding to the Sacred Presence, after
presentation They said: “God willing, may he be assisted in
all conditions in that which causes the elevation of existence.”

O Mihdi! Upon thee be the peace of God and His loving-
kindness. Thy letter was honored to be heard, from which the
fragrance of love was diffused. We beseech God, blessed and
exalted be He, to open before thy face the gates of gifts and
favors, to give thee to drink at all times from the Kawthar
of divine knowledge, and to adorn thee with that which will
elevate thy station among His servants. Verily, He is the Master
of creation and the Ruler in the beginning and in the return.

We make mention of and send greetings to him whose heart
was illumined by the lights of the knowledge of God, the Lord
of the worlds, and whose countenance was brightened by the
radiance of His face - he who was named Muhammad-i-Rida
in the Book of Names - and to God’s loved ones there who
were not prevented by anything from His remembrance and
praise. We beseech God on their behalf for that which befits
His generosity and bounty. Verily, He is the Single, the One,
the Forgiving, the Merciful.

Praise be to God, thou art mentioned in the Holy Presence
and art the recipient of favor. The kindred are, praise be to
God, adorned with the ornament of health. I beseech the True
One to assist that spiritual beloved in that which will cause
his remembrance to endure and persist. Verily our Lord is the
Answerer of His servants’ prayers and fulfills them through His
grace and sovereignty. There is no God but He, the Mighty,
the Generous.

I convey remembrance, greetings and praise to the beloved of
the heart, his honor Haji - upon him be the Glory of God and
His loving-kindness. He has ever been and continues to be men-
tioned. His honor, the apple of the eye, Aqa Mirza Mustafa -
upon him be the Glory of God - is today present and successful
in his stead, and adorned with the glory of acceptance. Like-
wise, I convey greetings to the other loved ones of that land.
God is witness and testament that this evanescent servant, in
times of attendance, both outwardly and inwardly makes men-
tion of them and seeks true success for all. In all conditions I
have been and am turned toward Him and beseeching at the
gate of His generosity. Verily, He is the Munificent, the All-
Bountiful, and He is the Self-Sufficient, the Most Exalted.

The Star bulbs all arrived. Certainly, if the apple soldiers from
right and left like marshalled hosts and ordered ranks - your
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reward is with God, the Lord of grace and bestowal, and the
Master of remembrance and praise. There is no God but He,
the Most High, the Most Exalted. It is hoped that at some
time you will see them when their flowers appear. Verily, He is
the Helper, the Powerful, the All-Wise. Peace and mercy and
glory be upon thee and upon God’s righteous servants.
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BHO02226
To: Mirza Husayn, in Yazd
Date: 1307-05-17 [1890-Jan-9]
He is the Hearer, the Answerer =y CL:J\ »

The Book of God proclaims: There is none other God but He,
the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting. The Divine Lote-Tree
calls out: The Kingdom belongeth unto God, Lord of what
was and what shall be. And the Supreme Pen declares: The
Promise hath come, and the Promised One hath descended
from the heaven of His Will, bearing the banner “He is God, the
Mighty, the Glorious, the All-Loving.” And He Who conversed
on Sinai, seated upon the throne of Manifestation, crieth out
with loudest voice, yet the people comprehend not.

3 O thou who speakest in praise of thy Lord! Knowest thou

Who maketh mention of thee in the Most Great Prison? Say:
God, the Lord of the seen and the unseen. And knowest thou
Who hath turned toward thee? Say: Yea, the Supreme Pen
of God, through Whose movement were revealed the hidden
secrets of His knowledge. Thy letter came before the Wronged
One, and one of My Branches presented it. We answer thee
with this irrevocable Tablet, from which the near ones perceive
the fragrance of God, the Mighty, the Well-Beloved.

We have heard thy call and thy verse and prose in praise and
glorification of God, and found therein the sweet savors of thy
turning unto Him, thy devotion, thy humility and lowliness
before God, the Lord of existence. Blessed is the tongue that
hath succeeded in praising God, and the ear that hath heard
His verses, and the heart illumined with the lights of His knowl-
edge, and the hand that hath taken hold of His Book, and the
foot that hath attained unto supreme steadfastness, and the
eye that hath beheld His traces and wept for what befell Him at
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the hands of such as denied the Witness and the Witnessed. By
the life of God! Through His appearance every hidden secret
hath been revealed, and from the treasury of His Supreme Pen
have appeared the pearls of wisdom and utterance. Blessed
are they who know.

Say: O people! Fear God and follow not the sources of fancy
and vain imaginings. Take unto yourselves the fear of God
as a command from Him Who is the Lord of creation, and
abandon transgression and unseemly deeds. He counseleth you
and acquainteth you with that which shall profit you in the
world to come and in this first life. He is the One, the Single,
the All-Forgiving, the All-Kind.

The Wronged One, caught between the fangs of wolves, calleth
upon the Lord of Lords: “My God, my God! Adorn Thy ser-
vants with the ornament of justice and illumine their hearts
with the light of equity. My Lord, Thou knowest that I have
desired naught in Thy realm save the extinction of the fire of
hatred and animosity from the hearts of Thy servants, and
I desire for them naught save that which draweth them nigh
unto the court of Thy holiness. O Lord! I beseech Thee by the
Most Great Word whereby Thou didst subdue the kingdom of
glory and bounty and didst open the door of Thy grace unto
all in the realm of creation, and by Thy firm decree and Most
Great Name whereby Thou didst subdue the nations, to ordain
for Thy loved ones that which shall exalt them through Thy
Name amongst Thy servants, and to inscribe for them from
Thy Supreme Pen the reward of attaining Thy presence. Thou
art He, O my God, through Whose Name the ocean of bounty
surgeth and the Dove of Utterance warbleth upon the branches
of the Divine Lote-Tree. The spears of the oppressors weaken
Thee not, nor doth the might of the tyrannical dismay Thee.
Thou doest what Thou willest by Thy sovereignty. There is
none other God but Thee, the Mighty, the Bountiful, the Gen-
erous. O Lord! Ordain for him who hath voiced Thy praise
that which beseemeth Thy bounties and favors. Verily, Thou
art the One, the Single, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.”
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BHO02926

Date: 1307-05-17 [1890-Jan-9]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Greatness and the Power

I beseech God, glorified be His majesty, for health, well-being,
glory and elevation for the gentlemen. God willing, may all
attain to that which is the cause of an enduring mention and
an everlasting name. In the nights I beseech God, blessed and
exalted be He, and in the days I implore the wonders of His
bounty for His loved ones, and I ask Him to open before their
faces the gates of His grace and bestowal. Verily He is the
All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful, and He is the Answerer, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

And furthermore, whatsoever that beloved of the heart hath
mentioned hath been and is being carried out. God willing,
may all affairs be adorned with righteousness, inasmuch as
at all times the purpose hath been and is none other than
to act according to the divine laws and religion. I beseech
God, glorified be His majesty, for enabling grace that in these
few days He may cause His servants to attain unto eternal
outpourings. Verily He is powerful over all things and worthy
to answer.

Previously rice was requested, that his honor the esteemed
Afnan, upon him be the Most Glorious Beauty of God, should
send. He sent two containers. Although according to his own
statement it was old, yet its cooking is very good. If possible,
let him send from that same kind or another kind.

From Iran they had written an account of the manifestation of
justice and the attention of His Majesty the King, may God ex-
alt him. This evanescent one testifies that if the divines of Iran
would permit it, His Majesty the King would rule with justice
and fairness and would treat the various religions in one way.
Although the opinion is the King’s opinion, the divines have
not been and are not capable of anything. It is hoped that
his blessed heart may become kind toward the well-wishers of
government and nation, and that he may rule with justice, fair-
ness and mercy. And we ask God to protect him with His hosts
and to aid him in that whereby his mention shall endure in the
Supreme Concourse and the Most Exalted Paradise. Verily our
Lord is the Compassionate, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.
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Regarding what you wrote about Aqa Rahmatullah, ‘Inayat-
ullah, permission was granted. Let them proceed. Peace and
remembrance and glory be upon you and upon God’s righteous
servants.

The servant 17 Jamadiyu’l-Avval 1307
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BHO05446

To: Sadiq, in Yazd
Date: 1307-05-17 [1890-Jan-9]

He is the Summoner between earth and heaven!

Sorrows have encompassed Us from all directions, yet the
Wronged One, beneath the talons of hatred, calls out to all
who dwell in the realm of creation and summons them to
God, the Lord of Names and Attributes. We have named
this prison the Most Great Prison - consider this, O people of
insight! Nothing escapes His knowledge, and He is the Mighty,
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. He hears and sees, and
He is the All-Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Seeing. When the
appointed time came, the trumpet was sounded and those
who denied God, the Lord of all beings, were thunderstruck.

When thou hast drunk the Choice Wine sealed from the hand
of the bounty of thy Lord, the Self-Subsisting, say: My God,
my God! Adorn the thrones of the world with the manifesta-
tions of Thy justice and the dawning-places of Thy grace. O
Lord! Thou art the Generous One, possessed of great bounty. I
beseech Thee by Thy most sweet call and the movement of Thy
Most Exalted Pen, and by the lights of Thy countenance, O
Creator of earth and heaven, to ordain for me and for Thy ser-
vants that which will draw them nigh unto Thee and strengthen
them to stand firm in Thy Cause - the Cause through which
every remote oppressor has lamented. O Lord! Thou seest me
clinging to Thy sure handle and holding fast to the hem of
Thy mercy, O Lord of the Kingdom of Names. I beseech Thee
not to deny me the waves of the ocean of Thy bounty, nor to
deprive me of that which Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen
ones. Verily Thou art the Sovereign of existence and the Lord
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of the seen and unseen. There is none other God but Thee,
the Truth, the Knower of things unseen.

BHO05735

To: Shaykh Muhammad Sad, in Yazd
Date: 1307-05-17 [1890-Jan-9]

He is manifest with truth in the Kingdom of Utterance before
the followers of all religions!

Praise and thanksgiving befit those who dwell in the depths of
oneness, who have passed beyond the gulf of names and made
their way toward the ocean of inner meanings. Names did not
become a veil to them, nor did the hatred and malice of the
people of creation prevent them. Through divine power and
heavenly grace they arose to educate the souls of nations and
reform the world. They recline upon the cushions of detach-
ment and hold fast to the fear of God. Neither self nor desire
prevented them from drawing nigh to the supreme horizon nor
held them back from turning toward it. We have heard thy call
and have answered thee with that which will exalt thy station
in all the worlds of thy Lord. Verily He ordains for whomever
He wishes the good of the hereafter and of this world, and He
is the Single, the One, the Powerful, the Almighty. We counsel
thee to perform goodly deeds and whatsoever will draw thee
near to the All-Informed One. Say: Praise be unto Thee for
having mentioned me in Thy letter and sent down for me that
which transforms ignorance into knowledge, fire into light, and
poverty into wealth. I testify that Thou hast manifested what
was hidden from all eyes and minds. There is no God but Thee,
the One empowered over whatsoever Thou willest through Thy
firm and mighty command.
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To: Ghulam-Ali Tajir Khurasani, in Yazd
Date: 1307-05-17 [1890-Jan-9]

O Ghulam-*‘Ali, upon him be the Glory of God! He is the
All-Seeing, the All-Informed!

All things have testified to the appearance of the Creator of
Heaven, and the Concourse on High have been seized by the
rapture of the Call, yet most people perceive it not. Riches
have occupied them, turning them away from their final end,
and vain imaginings have prevented them from God, the Pro-
tector, the Self-Subsisting. They have cast the Book of God
behind their backs, clinging to idols and suppositions.

3 Your name was mentioned in the presence of the Wronged
One, whereupon the ocean of utterance surged, and the Coun-
tenance of the Ancient of Days turned toward you, revealing
that which attracts the minds and hearts. Grieve not over
worldly events and changes. In all matters place your trust
in God, the Lord of the Promised Day. Say: Praise be unto
Thee, O Lord of Names, and glory be unto Thee, O Creator
of Heaven! I beseech Thee by the lights of the Throne and the
mysteries of the Cause to make me steadfast in the cord of con-
stancy in Thy love and firm in what Thou hast commanded me
in Thy Tablets. Thou seest, O my God, this servant detached
from all else save Thee, beseeching Thy generosity and bounty.
Ordain for him what befits the heaven of Thy grace and the
ocean of Thy giving. Verily Thou art powerful over what Thou
willest. There is no God but Thee, the Ever-Forgiving, the
Kind.
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Study guide to this volume

The first volume from 1307 A.H. opens the final year and a half of Baha’u’llah’s earthly ministry.
This collection bears the marks of a Dispensation entering its closing phase: the covenantal crisis
deepens, internal treachery becomes more flagrant, and Baha’u’llah’s responses alternate between
sharp pastoral rebuke and an expanding universalism that addresses Jews and Christians directly,
situates the Holy Land in its full prophetic significance, and reflects on the ultimate question of
what endures when all outward things pass away. The volume’s emotional register is simultane-
ously grieved and serene — the grief of one who has spent a lifetime counseling faithfulness and
continues to witness its betrayal, combined with the serenity of one who knows that the divine
Word transcends the vicissitudes of those who receive it.

Universal Address: Sinai, Zion, and the Call to Jews and Christians

Key Passages

O Haqg-Nazar! Thy mention hath been made in the Most Great Scene.. O people
of the Torah and the Gospel! He Who revealeth the verses hath come with manifest
sovereignty. Today the Mount of Sinai circleth round the Manifestation, and the Blessed
Tree hath attained to the fragrance of reunion, and all atoms in those regions cry out
“He Who revealeth the verses hath come!” Rapture and mighty ecstasy have seized all.
Heaven saith unto earth: “Blessed art thou in that God hath made thee the seat of His
mighty throne, honored thee with His presence and adorned thee with His signs.” —
BH00461

O Yehudah! Blessed art thou for having turned unto God, the Sovereign, the Self-
Subsisting. Say: O people of the Torah! By God! The Ten Words have been revealed
in a single Word, and all things do speak forth this day: “Blessed be the Lord of Names
Who hath revealed Himself among His people and in His realm, and honored Moses
with His presence and appearance before His countenance.” Blessed be the city wherein
the call of the Beloved was raised, and the synagogue wherein His glorious Name was

mentioned. Verily, Zion crieth out and announceth unto all things the meeting with the
Lord. — BHO00461

O Isaac! Praise be to God that the horizons are illumined with the light of His Mani-
festation. We beseech God for the unity and harmony of hearts and souls, that all may
unite and arise to aid His Cause. By the life of God! Its victory is dependent upon
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goodly utterance and righteous deeds. Should anyone speak otherwise, know ye that he
is a lying impostor. — BH00461

Context for Study

BHO00461 is among the most remarkable tablets in this volume for the way it shifts seamlessly from
specific pastoral responses to named believers — disputes, instructions about the Huquqg’u’llah,
warnings about specific opponents — into a sudden, cosmic address to “the people of the Torah
and the Gospel” When Baha'u’llah says that “the Ten Words have been revealed in a single
Word,” He is making a claim of enormous theological density: the entire revelation given to Moses
through the Decalogue is now concentrated, fulfilled, and surpassed in the single Word of the new
Manifestation. This connects to the traditional Jewish understanding of the Torah as a unitary
divine utterance whose complexity is the unfolding of one originary Word, and to the Christian
Logos theology in which the multiplicity of scripture is the expression of a single divine Word that
becomes flesh (John 1:14). The personification of Zion crying out and the call to Jerusalem echo
Isaiah 40 (“Cry out, spare not”) and the song of Psalm 48 (“Great is the Lord in the city of our
God, in His holy mountain”). That Baha'u’llah writes these addresses from the prison of Akka
— a city He had entered in chains, on the same Palestinian coastline as Jerusalem — gives them
an additional geographical resonance. The Holy Land is not merely a metaphor; it is the specific
landscape in which these prophetic traditions are being simultaneously re-enacted and transcended.
The counsel that the Cause’s victory depends on “goodly utterance and righteous deeds” links this
universal proclamation directly to the personal ethics that pervades every section of the volume.

Questions for Reflection

1. Baha’u’llah says that “the Ten Words have been revealed in a single Word.” What is the
theological logic of this claim — is it a claim of abrogation, fulfillment, or transcendence?

How does it compare with Jesus’ statement that He came “not to abolish the Law but to
fulfill it” (Matthew 5:17)7?

2. The image of Sinai “circling round” the Manifestation reverses the usual spatial relationship
between a fixed sacred site and the pilgrim who circles it. What does this reversal suggest
about the nature of this Revelation in relation to the revelations that preceded it?

3. The address to “O Yehudah” (Judah) and “O Isaac” situates Jewish believers within the
Baha'’i Dispensation by their covenantal names. What is the theological significance of invok-
ing the names of the patriarchs rather than the ethnic or religious category “Jew”?

4. The passage links the personification of Zion to the Lawh-i-Karmil in volume 92. In what ways
do these two tablets form a diptych on the sacred geography of Palestine and its prophetic
fulfillment?

5. Baha'u’llah writes from within a city adjacent to the sites He invokes — Jerusalem, Sinai,
Zion are all within the geographical horizon of Akka. How does the physical proximity of the
prison to the sacred landscape function in these tablets, and what precedent does it find in
prophetic traditions of exile and vision?

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 178



Vol. 93: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1307 A.H. (1889-1890) part I Appendix

What Endures: Verses, Deeds, and the Impermanence of the World

Key Passages

Where are the Pharaohs of the earth and its mighty ones? Where are the tyrants of
the lands and their men?... God hath brought them down from palaces to graves. Take
heed, O ye who possess vision! — BHO01778

Today, whosoever hath attained unto a single word from the words of the Most Exalted
Pen is independent of all that hath been limited by names. The love of children is for
the sake of perpetuating one’s name and mention, and this is contingent upon their
being righteous, not wicked... However, divine verses revealed in the name of any soul
are immortalized in the Book — they do not change or alter, they have been and ever
shall be eternal and everlasting. — BHO1778

We have heard thy call and that wherewith thou didst commune with God. We have
sent down for thee that which hath enraptured the hearts of them that are endued with
understanding. By My life! There hath been sent down for thee that which cannot be
equalled by riches and sons, and which shall endure as long as the names of God, the
Lord of Lords, shall endure. That which thou beholdest today shall change and perish,
but that which hath been sent down for thee shall not be altered by centuries and ages.
— BH04062

Context for Study

BHO01778, the meditation on transience and permanence occasioned by a believer’s personal loss, is
one of the most philosophically searching tablets in this volume. It begins with a litany of vanished
power — Pharaohs, tyrants, rulers reduced from palaces to graves — that echoes Shelley’s Ozyman-
dias and the Hebrew Psalms’ meditations on the brevity of earthly greatness (“A thousand years in
Thy sight are like a day that has just gone by,” Ps. 90:4). But Baha'u’llah’s specific contribution
is the argument about what genuinely endures. Human beings seek permanence through their chil-
dren and heirs, but this is contingent — children may be wicked, legacies may fail. What genuinely
endures is the revealed verse: “divine verses revealed in the name of any soul are immortalized in
the Book — they do not change or alter.” This is a remarkable claim: the permanence that human
beings typically seek through biological lineage is available through spiritual recognition, through
having one’s name written in the divine utterance. BH04062 intensifies this: “That which thou
beholdest today shall change and perish, but that which hath been sent down for thee shall not
be altered by centuries and ages.” The Neoplatonic structure is clear — the temporal world is the
realm of change and decay, the divine word is the realm of the eternal and unchanging. But unlike
pure Platonism, Baha’u’llah does not require escape from the temporal; the eternal inscribes itself
in the temporal through the act of divine address.

Questions for Reflection

1. Baha’u’llah argues that having a divine verse revealed in one’s name is more enduring than
having righteous descendants. How does this compare with the Jewish tradition of zekhut avot
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(the merit of the fathers) and with the Christian theology of intercession of the saints? What
is the specific claim about the relationship between personal identity and divine memory?

2. The litany of fallen Pharaohs echoes both Hebrew prophecy and Persian classical literature
(Hafiz, Sa’di). What is the rhetorical and spiritual function of this accumulation of vanished
power, and how does Baha’u’llah transform it beyond a simple memento mori?

3. BH04062 contrasts what “thou beholdest today” (impermanent) with what “hath been sent
down for thee” (eternal). This distinction assumes that the revelation survives the circum-
stances of its occasion. What are the hermeneutical challenges of this assumption, and how
does it compare with Paul’s claim that God’s word “will not return to Him void” (Isaiah
55:11)7

4. The promise that revealed verses “shall not be altered by centuries and ages” is given to
specific individuals in a specific historical moment. What is the logic of universalizing from
a personal promise to a claim about the nature of divine speech?

5. How do these meditations on what endures relate to the eschatological note sounded in the pre-
vious volumes — “prepare yourselves and be ready for ascension” (vol. 88)7 Is Baha'u’llah’s
teaching on permanence a consolation for death, a preparation for it, or something more?

Character as the Army of God: Goodly Conduct Amid Covenantal
Crisis

Key Passages

O Abul-Qasim! The Supreme Pen moveth at morn and at eventide in remembrance
of the friends.. We counsel Our loved ones to perform goodly deeds and to manifest
praiseworthy conduct. O friends! The hosts that can render this Cause victorious have
ever been and are goodly character and virtuous deeds. Strive ye that ye may be enabled
to achieve victory. — BHO00461

O thou who gazest upon My countenance! Endless complaints have arrived from various
quarters about certain ones, causing boundless grief. My grief is not from My enemies,
but from those who attribute themselves to My Cause... Had they been fair-minded and
held fast to that which God commanded them, all of Iran would now be adorned with
the ornament of faith. — BHO00461

Although the unseemly deeds of the servants have darkened the world, yet the Ancient
Beauty, being in Himself luminous, remains unchanged and bestows without receiv-
ing... The deniers have appeared with calumnies unprecedented, and despite their greed,
avarice, vain desire, and betrayal of people’s wealth, they still claim truthfulness. —
BH01093
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Context for Study

The covenantal crisis of 1307 A.H. is centered on specific individuals — Hadi-i-Dawlat-Abadi,
Shaykh Muhammad in Constantinople, and their networks — who have combined theological rejec-
tion with financial misconduct, spreading calumnies about Baha’u’llah while “wrongfully consuming
people’s wealth.” Baha’u’llah’s response is characteristically dual: specific and general, disciplinary
and constructive. The specific is the naming of the perpetrators and the exposure of their contra-
dictions (claiming truthfulness while practicing treachery). The general is the reiterated teaching
that “goodly character and virtuous deeds” are the only effective counter to this pattern. The
claim that these are the “hosts that can render this Cause victorious” is not merely a spiritual
counsel but a strategic judgment: the credibility of a cause depends ultimately on the character of
its adherents, not on its intellectual arguments or institutional power. The passage from BH01093
— “the Ancient Beauty, being in Himself luminous, remains unchanged and bestows without receiv-
ing” — is a Christological claim: the Manifestation’s luminosity is intrinsic and unaffected by what
is reflected back to Him. This connects to the theological tradition of divine aseity (self-sufficiency)
and to the Sufi concept of the divine Beloved as the source of all beauty, unmoved by the lover’s
fluctuations. The practical corollary is that the Manifestation’s generosity is unconditional, even
to those who betray Him.

Questions for Reflection

1. Baha’u’llah identifies “goodly character and virtuous deeds” as the “hosts” of the Cause. This
is a significant departure from the usual understanding of religious propagation through argu-
ment, miracles, or institutional authority. How does this compare with Gandhi’s satyagraha
(truth-force) as a political strategy, and with the early Christian apologist Tertullian’s claim
that “the blood of martyrs is the seed of the Church”?

2. The grief Baha'u’llah expresses is “not from My enemies, but from those who attribute them-
selves to My Cause” What does this reveal about the nature of the relationship between
a sacred cause and its claimants, and why is insider betrayal qualitatively different from
external opposition?

3. The image of Baha’u’llah as one who is “luminous in Himself” and “bestows without receiving”
introduces a strong asymmetry into the relationship between Manifestation and believer. How
does this asymmetry compare with the Christian theology of grace (agape as unconditional
gift), with the Sufi concept of the divine Beloved’s indifference to the lover’s worship, and
with the Buddhist concept of Buddha-nature as intrinsic and inexhaustible?

4. The opponents in this volume combine theological rejection with financial misconduct
(“wrongful consumption of people’s wealth”). Why does Baha’u’llah treat financial integrity
as a theological issue, and how does this compare with the prophetic tradition’s linking of
idolatry and economic injustice (Amos, Isaiah)?

5. How does the teaching that character is the primary instrument of religious victory relate to
the practical challenges of community governance? If trustworthiness cannot be imposed by
external authority, how does a religious community cultivate it?
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A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

The first volume of 1307 A.H. opens the final period of Baha’u’llah’s ministry with a characteristic
double movement: universal address and intimate pastoral grief. The call to Jews and Christians
from within the prison of the Holy Land, the meditation on what endures when Pharaohs fall to
their graves, the reiterated teaching that character is the only effective weapon against betrayal —
these are not separate themes but aspects of a single vision. Baha’u’llah writes as one who sees the
whole arc of sacred history from Sinai to Carmel, who knows that the divine word will endure while
the world’s power fades, and who remains, despite everything, a teacher — counseling, consoling,
rebuking, and illuminating a community that continues to require all of these simultaneously.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: What does it mean to trust
that “what hath been sent down shall not be altered by centuries and ages” while
simultaneously working with urgency to cultivate the goodly character that the Cause
requires — and how does Baha’u’llah’s own serenity amid betrayal and grief serve as
the primary demonstration of the answer?
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