


The Writings and Utterances
of the Central Figures
of the Bah&’i Faith

ProvisioNAL PARALLEL-TEXT STUDY SERIES

Volume 94:

Writings of Baha'u'llah in 'Akka, year 1307 A.H.
(1889-1890) part 11

Version: 1.0 e Revision date 23-May-2026




Content reproduced from bahai.org. A portion of this series (English texts in blue font and their oppos-
ing original text) draws from authorized texts and translations made available at bahai . org and is Copyright
© Bahd’i International Community. Such content has been used in accordance with the bahai.org/legal

Terms of Use.

Manuscript images. Manuscript images are reproduced with acknowledgment to their sources (see bibli-
ography for source abbreviations). Use in this non-commercial, academic setting is believed to constitute fair
use under copyright law. Readers seeking to reproduce these images elsewhere should contact the respective

holding institutions.



Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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‘Abdu’l-Baha

I. Pre- and early ministry

108. Pre-ministry letters and writings (before June 1892)
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Introduction to volume 94

This second 1307/1889-1890 volume is dominated by late-‘Akka themes of steadfastness, communal
consolidation, and the ethical vindication of the Cause in the face of opposition. Again and again
the Tablets return to unity, trustworthiness, patience under affliction, and the transformation of
suffering into moral and spiritual victory. Several pieces also show Baha’u’llah’s late style at its
most outward-facing: the community is urged not merely to endure, but to display such rectitude
and conciliatory conduct that its public reputation becomes itself a form of proof. That broader
social emphasis appears especially clearly in BH11690, which links the believers’ steadfastness
with “victory,” insists that “all success lieth in unity and concord,” and strikingly designates the
revelation of this dispensation as the “Mother Book,” apparently in order to distinguish it from
older Babi terminology and to assert the universal scope of the new revelation. In the same Tablet,
intercession for the oppressed and the answering of injustice with love are elevated into marks of
the community’s world-reforming mission.

y

Several individual Tablets stand out for especially distinctive historical or doctrinal content.
BH11735 is notable for its explicit gratitude toward the “illustrious Russian State” for having
defended justice and delivered the Wronged One from oppression, and it calls on the believers to
remember that benefaction permanently; it is one of the clearest late expressions of Baha’u’llah’s
appreciation for offered imperial intervention on behalf of persecuted Baha’is. BHO01419, the
Ziyarat-Namiy-i-Zahra Bagum, is among the most moving texts in the volume: a visitation tablet
of consolation for bereaved members of the Holy Family, it combines grief, exaltation of the
steadfast women of the family, and an assurance that their afflictions serve the ultimate triumph
of the Cause. BH00964 is memorable for its very practical discussion of sending quince, apricot,
and grape cuttings for a place of recreation, while at the same time interpreting such horticultural
gifts as enduring acts of beneficence; it offers a concrete glimpse of the material and domestic
world surrounding the late ‘Akka household. BH00474 is similarly valuable for the same reason:
despite its opening meditation on grief, joy, death, and life, it turns into a deeply human letter of
consolation to the Afnan and even comments on tea and lychee sent from China, thus revealing
the global and familial networks now surrounding the community.

Other Tablets are significant for the way they address internal and external threats during this
late period. BH03563 and BH04123 both warn against figures and terminologies that obscure
recognition of the Manifestation, attacking rival claimants and naming conventions that had misled
earlier communities; these pieces are valuable evidence for Baha'u’llah’s continuing concern with
post-Babi schism and with the danger of being trapped in inherited categories rather than turning
to the revealed Word itself. BH00697 is particularly rich in this respect: it celebrates steadfastness
after covenantal rupture, praises believers who remained firm when others fell away, commemorates
martyrs and families of martyrs, and culminates in an emphatic call to purify the world through
praiseworthy character. Alongside these, short but forceful exhortatory Tablets such as BH02692,
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BH03056, BH03537, BH04351, and BH04693 reiterate core late themes—detachment from the
world, proclamation of the Day of God, direct summons to divines and seekers, and service through
wisdom and utterance. Taken together, the volume shows a community no longer defined chiefly
by apocalyptic announcement, but by mature endurance, ethical self-presentation, family memory,
and the steady shaping of a distinct Baha’i social identity under the final years of Baha’u’llah’s
ministry.
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BH00474

BH00474 H R Rt

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aga

Mirza Aqa), in Port Said ' e LY s Hs

Date: 1307-06-02 [1890-Jan-24]

EO 4 '_'-’/‘:/n-,"r'/;’/v’é-' J';/'-/*'

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Greatness and the Power.

Praise befitteth the most holy and exalted Court of the De-
sired One, Who hath created infinite worlds, and all of these
have appeared according to the requirements of His consum-
mate wisdom. For each He hath ordained effects, manifesta-
tions, signs and laws. For instance, He established the world
of grief, and likewise revealed the world of joy, the world of
love and longing, of rapture and attraction. And His world of
separation which is in truth a consuming fire for lovers, and
the world of union and meeting which giveth life to the tem-
ples of His servants in both beginning and return. The worlds
of death and life, though outwardly opposed and contrary to
one another, are inwardly connected by a mighty bond. Thus
it hath been said that until a delicate, sound seed changeth
and loseth its outward beauty, no verdant fresh ear of corn
will spring therefrom. Assuredly, in the destruction of these
temples lieth concealed a mighty edifice, and infinite prosper-
ities are made manifest and visible thereby. None knoweth
this save the All-Wise One Who hath encompassed all things
through His all-encompassing knowledge and His all-pervading
and penetrating wisdom.

Every utterance and every mention requireth confirmation and
proof, save one matter which is in truth the sovereign of all
commands and prohibitions, whose truth is as manifest as the
sun, nay more manifest, and whereby the hearts of the chosen
ones, the pure ones, they that are nigh unto God, and the sin-
cere ones are assured and gladdened - and that is that there
hath never been and never shall be any doubt that the Abso-
lutely Wise One would not, without cause or reason, extend
the hand of will toward destruction, nor would He turn His at-
tention to construction and edification without proof. Exalted
be His wisdom and sublime be His effects, His mention and
His sovereignty.
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Glorified art Thou, O my God! This evanescent one desireth
to make mention of Thy Afnan and console him in what hath
come upon him through Thine irrevocable decree, though he
seeth this as above his station. Yet, when he beholdeth his
being as naught before the revelations of the Orb of Thy Man-
ifestation and its pillars, and whatsoever he possesseth as non-
existent before Thy Will and Purpose, he maketh mention of
Thee in such wise as would establish Thy favors toward Thy Af-
nan and manifest Thy grace and bounty toward them through
Thy bestowals, and their ascension to the heaven of Thy accep-
tance and the horizon of Thy good-pleasure. I beseech Thee,
O Lord of the kingdoms of knowledge and understanding, and
Mover of the ships of grandeur and majesty upon the ocean
of utterance, to illumine his presence with the light of joy and
gladness. Transform, O my God, his constraint into expansion
and his sorrow into delight.

Though I acknowledge his patience and steadfastness, his ac-
ceptance and contentment with whatsoever hath come and will
come from Thee, yet since Thou hast commanded me to make
mention and to hold fast to the means, I therefore make men-
tion and hold fast to the cord of Thy bounty, that Thou mayest
send down from the heaven of Thy mercy and the clouds of Thy
grace upon Thy Afnan, whom Thou hast related unto Thyself
and made him the Afnan of Thy Lote-Tree at all times, as a
mercy from Thee and a resplendent light from Thy presence.
Verily Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Generous, and Thou art
the Forgiving, the Merciful.

i O Lord! Thou seest his humility and submissiveness, his sup-

plication and his attachment to the Tree of Thy Cause, and
his clinging to the hem of Thy mercy and might. I beseech
Thee, O God, O my God, by the river of Thy mercy and the
ocean of Thy knowledge and the sea of Thy wisdom, and the
mysteries concealed in Thy Book, and the lights shining from
the horizon of Thy Will by Thy Command, to ordain for him
whom Thou hast related unto Thyself that which will make
him a guardian of Thy Cause and a protector of Thy loved ones
through Thy power and might. Verily Thou art the Almighty,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

May my spirit be a sacrifice for your love, your sorrow and
your steadfastness! Your letter was like a wondrous lamp and
a brilliant, radiant light, for each word therein was a mirror
reflecting devotion, steadfastness and love for the Lord of all
worlds - may my spirit and all in the kingdoms of command
and creation be a sacrifice for Him. After receiving the sweet
fragrance of love and affection from pen and ink, I proceeded
to the Most Holy Court where it was presented. Thereupon

5 Sl $T Ol syl GO b1 L Silmres
S dl o p ) Sl o adle o5 b 4 5m
.wl;t;uﬁ,(ﬂﬂﬁ,muu G I3
L}MG&PDJ&K)\{J)}@L;}Q@;
b ST Sade 5 Sl sl
S 5 Sz hpab 5 SBI G Ssle
PRESTEE R - PRSI
5 M Sle Sl b el Sl 3
Jo IV 2l Fliw (S, 0B
ool s A gy @ 550 OV 0L 2

LU 2 5 LVl ais AL Joy

Sz 5 53 50 lbasl 5 0 pea 35l 3 S
G.LSJ;&JSO»:J,}J.\:&J:”LQ
5 S0 Gl KB, S 5
Semy e o o 0l Slae 2 L2
JI et ) Sl Je S ol
Y K Sy L) el 5 S
Sl &,\S yl.bbl,:, J.\;ab;,»ie,

e sl ity o SO Jladl

P B R UTRT
5 Samy bl 5 Sl 8y £
FRECL SR L;L\Li;'@'wm Sl STs
5yl N1, S ol , Sk 2
Saslyl @ o B2 LY, KK G
det b K ) o i 0 S
5 Sy Sl ol 5 S Ll

S )yl S i

Loz Jua) PUEIPI N ;L G
TRCTRP A >)£u’~‘f“:g de o
22 Gl O 2 8w ol s ol
W G oz s izl 5 55 S
e 5 0l 31, LY Q)%L*:;J‘CJ)
Aad slde 5 asls 3 slay 5 Cu2 b ds)
2l B34t (o s day pll 0ssd plas

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 2

3



Vol. 94: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1307 A.H. (1889-1890) part II

BH00474

the ocean of utterance surged and the fragrance of our Lord
the All-Merciful’s favor wafted, and two Most Holy Tablets
were revealed - one specifically for your honor and the other
for the Leaf of the Divine Lote-Tree and those with her, upon
her be the Glory of God the Most Glorious. In each, the Pen
of Grace made mention of tribulations, visitation, and that
which befitteth His bounty and generosity. The gifts and favors
are of such magnitude as cannot be limited or come to an
end. This servant beseeches his Lord and Beloved to assist
your honor with the hosts of grace and bounty and with that
which befitteth His generosity that hath encompassed existence
and His mercy that hath preceded both the unseen and the
visible. God willing, you will attain unto the presence of the
two blessed Tablets and, as commanded, after reading them
will send them to the land of Shin.

In truth, the presence of that exalted Leaf - upon her be the
Glory of God - was a sign for those left behind and a comfort
to them. From the time that the Most Exalted Leaf, the sa-
cred consort - upon her be the Glory of God, His mercy, His
light, His grace, His remembrance and His praise - ascended,
repeated mention was made until now of these two exalted
Leaves in the Most Holy Court. In these days this fresh news
became the cause of grief to the circling men and women, such
that it affected the people of the pavilion of chastity and each
one besought a fresh bestowal. It is hoped that the remaining
kindred who reside in the land of Shin may, through God’s
grace - exalted be His glory - be adorned with the garment of
beautiful patience and be content with that which hath been
ordained by the Desired One. I beseech and implore God - ex-
alted be His glory - to transform the grief of all in this great
calamity into the dawning-place of joy and delight. He is verily
the Powerful, the Answerer of what is asked. He is the One
Who hath named Himself the All-Bountiful, the Most Gener-
ous, the Most Munificent, the Most Merciful. His generosity
and grace have encompassed all, how much more the branches
who have appeared from Him, who return unto Him, who are
related to Him and who are mentioned by Him.

I mention the honored Star - upon him be God’s most luminous
light - both outwardly and inwardly, convey greetings to him
and seek for him that which is the cause of nearness and eternal
remembrance. And to the other loved ones who are in that land
serving your honor, I convey greetings to each one and beseech
God - exalted be His glory - for their glory and blessing. Verily
our Lord is the Forgiving, the Kind. There is none other God
but Him, the Single, the One, the Mighty, the Best-Beloved.
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Mention is made of His Honor Aqa ‘Ali-Akbar, upon him be
the Glory of God, and of his steadfastness, love, ardor, and
occupation, as recorded by the Pen of His Holiness. Praise be
to God that he is confirmed in service, and assuredly he doth,
in the service of that sacred Threshold, acquire that from which
true profit is manifest and evident.

On the day of departure, when he was honored by attainment
to the Most Holy Presence, His Holiness enjoined upon him
that which is the cause of the exaltation of station and the
elevation of trust and faithfulness. In that land it is known
that he hath preserved the Word in the treasury of his heart.

All this is from God’s confirmations to His loved ones. Should
He so desire, He would assist whomsoever hath turned unto
Him to reform the entire world, and would seize, through His
all-pervading sovereignty, from whomsoever He willeth, all that
hath been and shall be. It behooveth the servant to commit
all affairs unto Him and place his trust in Him. These are
two mighty portals leading to the bounty and mercy of God,
glorified be His majesty. We hope they shall be opened before
the faces of His loved ones and chosen ones through the key of
love and fellowship. Verily, He hath power over all things.

The letter from the spiritual friend, His Honour Aqa ‘Ali-
Muhammad, upon him be 9 66 [Baha'u’llah], likewise reached
this servant and was presented before Him. He said: Let him
hold fast unto what We counselled him in Our presence and
what We sent with Siyyid Javad, upon him be the peace of
God, the Lord of creation. Then shall the gates of blessing
from God, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful, be opened
before his face. We beseech Him to protect him and assist
him in that which He loveth and is pleased with. Verily, He
is the Counsellor, the Compassionate, the All-Forgiving, the
All-Merciful.

This servant ever beseecheth and imploreth God to ordain for
him that which causeth expansion, joy and gladness. Verily
God is the All-Powerful, the Almighty, and worthy to answer
prayers. His greetings reached all, and each one returneth
greetings and beseecheth God, glorified be His majesty, for
might and exaltation. God willing, may they be confirmed
and assisted in all conditions.

The missive from His Honour Aga Muhammad, upon him be
9 66 [Baha'u’llah], also arrived. As the deed was performed
purely for His love, it is beloved. In truth, His Honour Aga
Muhammad is adorned with the ornament of love and sincerity.
This servant beseecheth his Lord to increase what he possesseth
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of affection and attachment at all times. Verily, He is the Giver,
the Bestower, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

Henceforth, good ... is also found here. God’s bounties are
innumerable, encompassing from every direction, and His grace
is evident at all times. We beseech God to assist His loved
ones, friends and servants to praise and thank Him. Who is
able to thank Him as He deserveth to be thanked? Therefore
He thanketh Himself with His own tongue, saying “Be thankful
unto Me and I shall be thankful unto you.” His is the praise
and the glory, and His is the thanksgiving and the splendor at
all times.

Af-
nan of the land of China, upon him be 966 [Baha'u’llah], has
arrived. The tea sent was good and excellent. Glory be to
God! The full nature of tea has not yet been revealed - many
teas appear desirable but prove otherwise in brewing, and vice
versa. However, this shipment has proven acceptable. Praise
be to God Who revealed him, established him, caused him to
speak, and made his presence a means for His servants to hold
fast to his connection to the Tree of His Cause. We beseech
God, blessed and exalted be He, to assist him and reveal to
him whatsoever He desires of the wonders of His generosity,
munificence, grace and bestowal. Verily, He is the Powerful,
the Mighty, the All-Bountiful. It is hoped that this prayer
will be answered. Since these submissions are for the sake of
God, and service to the Afnan is likewise for the sake of God,
it will surely be accompanied by acceptance. The lychee also
arrived, and it too was superior to last year’s. The Command
is in God’s hands - He changes as He pleases and reveals as He
wills, and He is the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Glory, remem-
brance and praise be upon you and upon those with you who
love you and hear your words concerning the Cause of God,
Lord of the earthly realm and the heavenly kingdom.

The servant 2 Jamadiyu’th-Thani 1307

The cherished gift from his honor Haji Niyaz Effendi, upon him
be 966 [Baha'u’llah], has arrived. This is very clear and evident
- whatever comes from a friend [is good], especially from friends
who have drunk from the flowing Euphrates beneath the divine
Throne. Their homeland is the shadow of God, their goal the
meeting with God, their hope drawing near unto God, their
trust in God, and their affairs are committed to God. They
began from Him and return to Him, and this is the seal of
discourse.
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To: Mirza Abdul-Karim et al., in Ishqabad
Date: 1307-06-02 [1890-Jan-24]

He is the Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted, Most Glorious!

All praise be unto that Desired One Who accepted the afflic-
tions and adversities of the world for the peace, exaltation, and
glory of the nations....

He is the Hearer, the Answerer.

O bird that soarest in the atmosphere of thy Lord’s will and
gazest toward the horizon of His Manifestation! The servant
who standeth before the presence of the Wronged One hath
read what thou didst send, and it hath wholly attained the
honor of being heard and accepted. From thy call We perceived
the fragrance of faithfulness amidst humanity and the sweet sa-
vors of submission and contentment in days wherein sorrows
have encompassed Us from those who cast the Covenant and
the Book behind their backs, clinging to the ropes of idle fan-
cies and vain imaginings. O party of God! Your oppression,
your patience, your steadfastness, your tranquility and your
dignity have aided Me with such a victory as the eye of cre-
ation hath never witnessed its like. The Book of God, the All-
Compelling, the Self-Subsisting, beareth witness to this. These
are hosts which no earthly armies can match, nor can the ranks
of the world stand against them. Thus hath the Wronged One
spoken that joy and gladness from God, the Lord of the seen
and unseen, might take hold of you.

O My loved ones! Ye have attained unto that which hath
no peer or likeness. Your deeds are your witness. We hope
that the sun of unity and concord, of humility and lowliness,
may shine forth from the men of that city. Be not grieved by
worldly events. Through your name the Standard of Victory
hath been raised there, and through your love the Dove of the
Throne hath warbled upon the highest branches in such wise
as to attract the hearts of all parties.

i If outward means are sometimes delayed, it mattereth not. By

My life! In the midst of tribulation ye stand, in God’s sight,
at the most exalted station and are adorned with the highest
rank. The thought that the Sun of Justice would shine from
the horizon of Iran’s heaven - and now from the horizon of the
heaven of justice hath shone forth a government which is the
greatest of the world’s powers. The reward of this momentous
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deed is immense. This party must never forget this favor until
the end that hath no end, and must ever behold it before their
faces. The friends of God and those immersed in the sea of
divine bounty must at all times beseech the Self-Sufficient Lord
to adorn the sovereign of Iran with the crown of justice and
the ornament of equity. This Wronged One hath loved and
continueth to love faithfulness. If, through God’s grace, the fire
of hatred and animosity that blazeth in the hearts and souls
of Iran’s divines be quenched and extinguished, His Majesty
the Shah would deal with utmost favor and compassion, even
as in certain instances he hath protected and safeguarded the
oppressed ones from the wrongdoing of the servants....

O servant in attendance! This exalted word from the Most
Exalted Pen is as an ornament upon the brow of the divine
victory, glorified be His majesty: ‘Verily all success lieth in
unity and concord.”’ For should the foundation of fellowship be
shaken even slightly, complete ruin would result. Although in
the presence of the honored beloved one, Jinab-i-Mirza Abu’l-
Fadl, upon him be the Glory of God the Most Glorious, and the
spiritual beloved ‘Ustad ‘Ali-Akbar, upon him be the Glory of
God, the pillars of love and affection appear firm, nevertheless
you must at all times remind those beloved ones and the loved
ones that no matter should arise that might cause this lofty
reputation to decline. Now the favor and bounty of the Desired
One of the world have so encompassed the loved ones of that
land that their good mention is heard from every direction. It
would be most regrettable should this most exalted, wondrous
and glorious reputation change. According to His command,
all must conduct themselves with the people of that city in
such a way that none may find occasion for aught but good
mention. This evanescent servant beseeches the eternal Truth
day and night that He may adorn the loved ones of that land
each day with the ornament of goodly deeds and character.
Verily He hath power over all things.

All that hath transpired in that land was presented before the
presence of the Lord of the worlds, and from His blessed lips
flowed the waters of mercy. However, He stated that although
they were truly correct in referring to the Book - meaning that
which hath been and will be revealed from the Most Exalted
Pen - as the Bayan, yet since in this Most Great Revelation
the carpet of mighty mercy is spread wide and the heaven of
grace is upraised, this matter should be rectified lest others
misunderstand. At this time, after presentation before the
Most Holy Court, that which hath been revealed in this Most
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Great and Most Glorious Revelation hath been designated as
the Mother Book, for in truth, in the eyes of those possessed of
insight, that which hath been revealed in truth is the Mother of
all the world’s books. Repeatedly from the tongue of Grandeur
have the terms Mother Book, Mother of Tablets, and Mother
of the Bayan been revealed, and now it hath been designated
solely as the Mother Book. This matter should be established
in the minds of the questioners in a pleasing manner. Truly
a Cause hath appeared that is supreme over all the religions
of the world and is a supreme mercy unto all peoples, for all
bestial qualities and oppressive conditions have been strictly
forbidden in the Book of our Lord, the Lord of the Mighty
Throne. And the means for the advancement of government
and nation, and the cause of the comfort and tranquility of
the people of the world, have been revealed and established.
Blessed are they that attain, and blessed are they that are
possessed of insight....

...the Lord, exalted and sanctified be He, speaks: O Abdul-
Karim, upon thee be the Glory of God, the Lord of the Day
of Judgment! One great deed which is truly regarded and
counted as among the most mighty of deeds in the sight of the
Self-Sufficient, the Exalted, is intercession for the oppressed
party against the oppressors - that is, those souls who without
proof or evidence or argument or explanation did that which
caused grief to those near to God and the sincere ones. We
testify that you have done that which has transformed sorrow
into joy and grief into gladness. In truth, good deeds in these
days have been recorded by the Supreme Pen as the king of
all deeds, for this party has been created for the reformation
of the world and the education of the peoples and has been
brought from nothingness into being. Blessed be this deed
through which the countenance of existence has smiled.

The honored Afnan and the honored Amin, upon them be the
Glory of God and His favors, have repeatedly mentioned you
in presence and absence, especially in these days. We beseech
God, blessed and exalted be He, to assist His loved ones there
to that which will attract the servants and draw them near
unto Him. Verily He is the Powerful, the Mighty. The Helper
and Assister of the True One, exalted be His glory, has been
good deeds and praiseworthy attributes, and through you it is a
mighty helper. In truth it is the banner of triumph and victory.
Praise be to God Who has assisted you to a deed from which
the fragrance of His good-pleasure has been wafted. Verily He
is the Helper, the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

Praise be to God that you have attained to the word of accep-
tance and contentment, which is among the greatest of deeds.
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The Point [the Bab], may the spirit of all else be sacrificed for
Him, declares that all existence is for the sake of being men-
tioned but once in His presence. The friends in that land have
repeatedly partaken of the rain-showers of the clouds of mercy.
Blessed be your patience and your tranquility. At one time
He said that the intercession of the party of God for their ene-
mies became the cause of eternal joy, and from the day when
news of the oppression of the party of God in that land was
presented before His face, the countenance of the Goal of the
worlds appeared with a smile and spoke. It is hoped that the
friends will strive and calm with the waters of love and kind-
ness the fire of hatred and animosity that burns in hearts and
minds. Verily their Lord is their Helper and their Supporter
and He is with them, hearing and seeing, and He is the Hearer,
the Answerer.

2 Glory be to God! One is astonished - the Shi’ih party counted

themselves the highest, most learned and most excellent of all
the people of the world, and, God forbid, considered others un-
clean. Now we must reflect with justice and fairness upon the
deeds of the Baha’i party and the heedless party, and speak
the truth. In any case, the deeds of the Baha’i party have
caused the appearance and waves of the ocean of love, evident
and manifest before all faces. No excuse remains for the heed-
less ones unless they completely abandon justice and transgress
beyond fairness.

I convey greetings and praise to all the friends in that city,
and I beseech for each one whatsoever His generosity requires.
Verily He is the Most Merciful of the merciful ones and the
Most Generous of the generous ones.

The supplication of the revered Beloved One, upon Him be all
the most glorious Glory, and your honor were again presented
before His face. After repeated presentations He showed His
favor, and in one instance these words were revealed from the
Kingdom of grace - His word, exalted be His glory:

5 O Fadl, O Abdul-Karim! Upon you both and upon My friends

in that place be the Glory of God, the Lord of the mighty
throne. We have found the fragrance of that wherewith you
both called upon the Wronged One in this manifest prison, and
every word of your words bore witness and acknowledged and
confessed your sincerity and your turning toward Him and your
attraction to the commanding Word of God through which the
Hour appeared and the Cry was raised, and the faces of the
people of Baha were illumined among all beings while the faces
of those who denied the rain-showers of His mercy and the
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waves of the ocean of His bounty were darkened. We beseech
God to aid you both to quicken the dead through His power
and His might and His grandeur and His sovereignty, and to
ordain for you the pearls hidden in the depths of wisdom and
utterance that thereby all beings may be attracted. Verily He
is God, the Single, the One, the Powerful over whatsoever He
willeth. Neither the authority of the oppressors, nor the clamor
of the heedless ones, nor the whisperings of the slanderers who
broke God’s covenant and His testament and denied what was
sent down from the heaven of His bounty and disputed His
sovereignty that embraceth all in the heavens and the earths,
can prevent Him....
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Ziyarat-Namiy-i-Zahra Bagum
To: Maryam Sultan Afnan Alai, in Port Said
Date: 1307-06-02 [1890-Jan-24]

He is the Comforter, the Consoler, the Mighty, the Generous

O leaves of My Tree! Upon you be the Glory of God, the Lord
of the worlds. O fruits of My Tree of loving-kindness! Upon
you be the Light of God, the radiant, the dawning, the lumi-
nous. O remnants of My Holy Family! The Divine Lote-Tree
remembereth you from the Most Exalted Horizon, and desireth
to comnsole its leaves, its branches, its boughs and its fruits in
all that hath come upon them through God’s irrevocable de-
cree and His destined ordinance, inscribed by His mighty and
wondrous Pen. By God’s life! Your affliction hath grieved Me
and that which hath befallen you, and likewise those who have
circled round Me and have clung to the cord of My bounty and
My mercy which have preceded all who are in the heavens and
on earth.

Unceasingly have you been remembered in the Most Holy and
Exalted Court, and the glances of loving-kindness have been
directed toward that quarter. Although this supreme affliction
hath befallen you, yet since its source and return are from God
and unto God, there is no harm in it. We beseech God - exalted
be His glory - to transform the fire of sorrow into the light of
joy, and to sanctify the hem of trust and detachment from the
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dust of worldly events and the grime of the imaginings of the
peoples.

In the path of God there hath befallen you the greatest of the
world’s afflictions. How many nights and days have you been
sorrowful due to the oppression of the servants, and the great-
est of afflictions is separation, which hath appeared, and the
obstacles that have intervened. Know with absolute certitude
that a station hath been ordained for you, whereof were a nee-
dle’s eye worth to be unveiled, all the world would turn from
what they possess unto what God possesseth, and would circle
round it. The oppressors and heedless ones of the world imag-
ine they can frustrate the Cause, but that which appeareth
hath been and shall be the cause of the exaltation of the Word.
The power of the world cannot withhold its might, nor can the
calumnies of the nations weaken its power.

5 From the beginning of the Cause until now, We have rendered

assistance through the Pen alone, until the Cause hath reached
such a station as hath truly become the cause of reflection and
wonderment to the peoples of the world. Sublime utterances
have been revealed in both eloquent Arabic and radiant Per-
sian. Their recitation is beloved and is the cause of the solace
of hearts and minds.

We have desired at this time to make mention of My two most
exalted leaves among the handmaidens with a mention whereby
the hearts of the Concourse on High and the Most Exalted Par-
adise have been attracted, such that its fragrance shall never
cease to endure through the permanence of His most beautiful
names and His most exalted attributes.

O first light that shone forth from the horizon of the heaven
of the loving-kindness of the Lord of all beings, and first word
uttered by the Tongue of Grandeur, and first fragrance that
wafted from the garment of My Most Great Name amongst
the nations! Upon thee, O dawning-place of fidelity and thou
who art mentioned by the Most Glorious Tongue in the prison
of Akkal! I testify that thou didst hear the Call in the earliest
days and didst turn to God, the Lord of all beings, and didst
take the cup of recognition and drink thereof from the hands of
bounty and bestowal. Thou art she whom neither the derision
of the wicked nor the doubts of the perfidious deterred. Thou
didst forsake the religion of the people and turn to God, the
Lord of the Throne on high and of the dust below, the Possessor
of the hereafter and this world.

O first light that shone forth and gleamed from the horizon of
the heaven of bounty! Upon thee, O luminous leaf! T testify
that thou didst turn and acknowledge that which the Tongue of
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Grandeur uttered in the kingdom of creation, then didst take
His sealed nectar in His self-subsisting Name and drink before
the faces of the handmaidens of God and His leaves. Thou art
she whom neither the ranks of the divines, nor their clamor, nor
the croaking of the people of tyranny and indecency, nor their
doubts deterred. Thou hast rent asunder the veils through
the name of thy Lord, the Bestower, and hast acknowledged
God’s compelling Word and held fast unto it in days wherein
the handmaidens of the earth abandoned it and its men cast it
behind them, save those whom God, the Lord of the Exalted
Throne, willed.

Blessed art thou, O My leaf, and blessed is he who seeketh
thy resting place, visiteth thy dust, draweth nigh through thee
unto God, thy Lord, and mentioneth that which the Supreme
Pen hath uttered concerning thy tribulations and afflictions.

Glory be unto Thee, O my God, God of the Kingdom and the
Realm, and Sovereign of grandeur and might! T beseech Thee
by the branches of the Tree of Thy singleness and Thy chosen
ones who have been set ablaze with the fire of Thy love and
have spent their substance and their spirits in Thy path, to
forgive me and those who have believed in Thee and in Thy
signs. O my Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy sovereignty that hath
encompassed existence and by Thy mercy that hath preceded
the seen and the unseen, to fulfill my needs and ordain for
me that which will draw me nigh unto Thee and be as a light
before my face in every world of Thy worlds. Verily, Thou art
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To: Mirza Husayn M'Y
Date: 1307-06-02 [1890-Jan-24]

He is the Protector, the Mighty, the Powerful

O Husayn, upon thee be My glory! We testify that thou
hast attained unto that which was inscribed in the Tablet and

recorded by the Supreme Pen from God, the Lord of the worlds.

Blessed art thou for having drawn nigh unto the Most Great
Ocean and beheld its waves and the pearls hidden in the shells

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

ol juzal) sl

0 s o Sl adh Gl S G U

o Je A o s s el G e
sl i SO b ol O dil o
5,800 Wy aalpel vja!\)\ ol

12


https://bahai-library.com/pdf/a/afnan_rabbani_genesis_faiths.pdf
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v051/?page=346
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/635.pdf#page=188

Vol. 94: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1307 A.H. (1889-1890) part II

BH11735

of His utterance, and heard that which was raised from the
highest horizon through the grace of God, the Lord of the glo-
rious throne.

O My friends in all lands! Know ye the station of Him Who
hath aided you and judged between you with pure justice. We
beseech God to assist this party in His remembrance, His praise
and His service, and to manifest from them that which be-
seemeth His manifest, holy, mighty and great work.

O people of Baha! The sun of justice was indeed concealed
and veiled beneath the clouds of oppression, but God hath
assisted His Majesty the illustrious Russian State to cause its
shining forth and appearance, and its deliverance from every
thick veil and mighty cloud. We beseech God, blessed and
exalted be He, to assist him and his friends and princes through
whom the standard of victory was raised there and the flag of
triumph was unfurled before the faces of mankind, in spite of
those who imprisoned justice and equity and prevented their
shining forth, their light and their manifestation, that He may
deliver the oppressed through the arms of justice and equity,
even as He delivered them and saved them from the oppressors,
the transgressors and the deniers. Thus hath the matter been
decreed from God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

In the Persian tongue, hear thou the call of the Wronged
One: All the friends must, from this Thursday, the 2nd of
Jamadiyu’th-Thani 1307, until the endless end, recognize the
worth of the benevolence of the illustrious State-may God as-
sist it—and arise to do that which beseemeth this justice. Those
souls who, without any veil or covering, supported and assisted
justice, and aided and delivered this imprisoned Wronged One
from the dark pit through the strong cord of equity, are deserv-
ing of a mighty recompense from God—exalted be His glory
and universal be His bounty. The Wronged One testifieth
that they are the ones who aided the servants of God and
secured the rights of the oppressed from every obstinate op-
pressor and suspicious transgressor. God willing, may the
friends be assisted throughout ages and centuries to recipro-
cate this supreme benevolence which hath been manifested
from the blessed and just State. Glory and light and majesty
and praise be upon His Majesty and upon those who ruled on
his behalf with pure justice and restrained the oppressors from
their oppression and seized them with the grip of one mighty
and powerful.
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To: Ustad Ali Akbar Banna Yuozdi, in Russia
Date: 1307-06-02 [1890-Jan-24]

He dawns from the horizon of the heaven of the Kingdom!

Praise be to God Who has enabled His loved ones to remain
steadfast in the Most Great Steadfastness, and aided them to
exalt the Cause, elevate the Word, and uplift the Station. He
has lit from the wick of His grace a lamp to ever guide their
faces and direct them to the straight path and to the Light that
has shone forth from the horizon of the heaven of His mercy
upon the Hands of His Cause, whom God has described in the
Books of old and in the Mother Book in such wise that all the
pens of the world are powerless to recount and the hearts of
all beings are unable to comprehend.

O ‘Ali-i-Akbar! Upon thee be My Glory! Hearken unto My
call, for verily it makes mention of thee with such mention
that when it appeared all things proclaimed: “The Kingdom is
God’s, the Lord of Lords!” We have enjoined upon all to show
forth fellowship, love and affection—a command from God, the
Mighty, the Exalted.

Today what is obligatory and essential is the unity and accord
of the loved ones in that land. For if even a slight matter
should arise or a word be uttered, it would become a cause of
great weakness in the eyes of all. You must, in the days and
nights, hold fast to the reconciliation of hearts. All Tablets
are adorned with this exalted Word, and from its horizons its
light is manifest and evident. The hosts of God today amongst
the people have ever been goodly deeds and pleasing character.
Blessed is he who holds fast unto these—verily he is of the people
of Baha in the Crimson, Hidden, Treasured Book.

A hundred thousand blessings upon the one who, with com-
plete determination, attains to this Most Great Cause. Today
the tongue of counsel is necessary and perfect effort is beloved,
that matters may be confined to the reconciliation of the hearts
of God’s loved ones and His chosen ones—those whom the vain
imaginings of the Shi’ihs have not prevented from the Law of
God, the Lord of the earth and the heavens.

Those souls whom you have mentioned have each been blessed
with the mention of the Wronged One and adorned with the
effulgences of the lights of the Luminary of utterance, the Goal
of all worlds. Give them glad tidings from Me and illumine
them with this Light which has shone forth and risen, through
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which the earth of inner meanings and the heaven of utterance
have been illumined, from God, the Helper of His loved ones
in all conditions. Verily, He is the Mighty, the Glorious, the

All-Bountiful.
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To: Muhammad ma’ruf bi-Ardikani, in Qum
Date: 1307-06-02 [1890-Jan-24]

He is the One Who calleth before the faces of all creatures

This is a Book that calleth and summoneth the servants unto
the Lord of creation in their final goal. Verily it is the perspic-
uous Book from God, the Lord of all men, guiding those who
turn unto the supreme horizon, this station wherein the atoms
proclaim: “The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the Lord of
lords!” Whoso turneth unto it is assuredly among those drawn
nigh in the Book of the righteous. Whoso turneth away hath
no portion of the heavenly waters of his Lord, the Master of
the Day of Rising. He hath appeared and made manifest what
He willeth, and called the people to the most exalted station.

O Muhammad! Hear the call from the direction of ‘Akka:
“There is no God but Me, the Almighty, the Unconstrained.”
This is a Day wherein the Tree crieth out and the Rock ex-
claimeth, and all things proclaim: “O people of the earth! Turn
ye and open your eyes!” The Interlocutor of the Mount hath
been established upon the throne of manifestation, and that
which was recorded by the Most Exalted Pen in the Mother
Book hath appeared.

We perceive the fragrance of Our loved ones from that place
and make mention of them in the mystery of mysteries, lest a
band of wolves assault them. Blessed are they and joy be unto
them! We testify that they have attained unto that which the
people of the Crimson Ark attained in their final goal.

5 Thy letter came before the Wronged One and was presented

by one of My Branches who is named Diya. We answer thee
with that whereby the sincere ones perceive the fragrances of
bounties and favors. It behooveth every soul to recognize the
station of that land wherein flowed the rivers of submission
and contentment from God, the Dayspring of lights. Their
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names have been inscribed by the Most Exalted Pen in the
Crimson Tablet which none hath understood save God, Who
controlleth the winds. We glorify them and send Our greetings
and prayers upon them, as a mercy from Us upon them, and
I am verily the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful. The glory
from Us be upon thee and upon those who have drunk the
choice wine of revelation from the hand of the generosity of
thy Lord, the Lord of daybreak.
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To: Siyyid Ahmad, in Qum
Date: 1307-06-02 [1890-Jan-24]

He is the Counselor, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise

O Ahmad! Upon thee be the Glory of God, the One, the Sin-
glel We have mentioned thee before in verses by which the
Concourse on High were attracted, and the dwellers of Par-
adise, then those who circle round the Throne of thy Lord’s
mercy at eventide and at dawn. Praise be to God that thou
hast attained and turned thyself unto a Cause from which the
people of the world have turned aside, save those whom God,
the Lord of Lords, hath willed. Now what is required is stead-
fastness in the Cause and teaching the people with wisdom
and utterance, for the barking ones are striving with a hun-
dred thousand deceits and stratagems to lead astray the party
of God. Hadi of Dawlatabad, despite never having been with
Us and being heedless, veiled and unaware of the root of the
Cause, hath arranged for himself a leadership and gathered
riches, and sometimes through the words of the Bayan and
at times through riches preventeth the servants of God from
the Truth. They seize the wealth of the people falsely and
dispose of it however they please. It is hoped that from your
honor and the friends of that land the effulgences of the light
of steadfastness will at all times appear and shine forth.

Remind the friends at all times and convey unto them greet-
ings from the Wronged One. We beseech God, blessed and
exalted be He, to make each one of them a firmly-fixed moun-
tain, steadfast in His Cause, that neither the fierce winds of
Hadi nor the storms of Mihdi nor the hosts of those who have
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denied the beginning and the return may move them. Hadi is
known, but as for Mihdi, he is Siyyid Mihdi who is occupied
with leading astray in the regions of Sad. No soul knoweth by
what thing they believed in the Point and by what cause they
turned away from the Great News of God. The world hath
deluded them with its ornaments. Soon shall they behold the
recompense of their deeds from God, the Just, the Command-
ing, the Wise. The Glory shining and radiant from the horizon
of the Tablet be upon thee and upon My friends and My leaves
and upon every steadfast and firm one.
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To: Ni’matullah al-Baha’t Hamadani, in Qum
Date: 1307-06-02 [1890-Jan-24]

He overshadoweth all names

O Ni'mat! Reflect upon the divine bounties, and likewise upon
His gifts and favors. Upon an animal so tiny and small as to
be invisible to the eye, He has bestowed hearing, intelligence,
sight, perception and knowledge - truly a clear book to those
possessed of insight. Read what the All-Merciful has revealed
in the Qur’an: “We have recorded everything in a Book.” Ask
of God that He may illumine hearts and minds with the light
of recognition, so that, being purified from the tales of the past
and the gulf of names, they may set forth toward the ocean
of inner meanings. The names prevented the previous commu-
nity from the lights of justice and fairness - some through the
word “successor”, others through mention of “guardian”, and
some parties through the terms “deputy” and “noble one” and
“fourth pillar” and “mirror” remained deprived of the revealer
of verses and possessor of names and attributes, and were for-
bidden the sealed wine. Say: Praise be to Thee, O my God, for
having aided me to rend asunder the veils and guided me to the
Mother Book. I beseech Thee to make me steadfast in Thy love,
such that the oppression of the oppressor may not frighten me,
nor the might of the heedless, nor the croaking of the croaker,
nor the doubts of the learned. Verily Thou art powerful over
whatsoever Thou willest. There is no God but Thee, the Sin-
gle, the One, the Mighty, the Loving. O my Lord! Ordain
for me that which shall profit me in Thy lands amongst Thy
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servants. Thou knowest better than I what is good for me. I
testify that Thou art the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Your
letter arrived and this Most Sublime, Most Holy, Most Pure
Tablet was revealed in your name. Say: Praise be to Thee, O
God of all who are in the heavens and earths.
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To: Mirza Zaynu’l-’Abidin Burujird
Date: 1307-06-02 [1890-Jan-24]

Praise be to God Who hath made me an oppressed captive in
the hands of His servants and His creatures...

As for what thou hast mentioned concerning Ibn-i-Abhar -
upon him be the fragrances of the Most Sublime Vision - We
have indeed remembered him in numerous Tablets and gave
him to drink from the chalices of grace and bestowal, and We
have rained down upon him from the heaven of knowledge that
which consoled the eyes of those who have turned unto God.
He is among those who attained the Meeting and drank the
choice wine when the people were in manifest thirst. We be-
seech God to make him the cup-bearer of the Kawthar of His
utterance among His servants, to make him attracted by His
verses among His creation, to open through him the hearts
of the heedless, and to give them to drink of the Salsabil of
knowledge. Verily, He draweth them nigh unto Him. To this
doth the Mother Book testify in the Return, despite those who
denied His clear Book on the Day of Judgment.

We make mention of Our loved ones in that land and counsel
all to manifest the Greater Steadfastness, to be trustworthy
and godly, and to achieve harmony and unity, and all that
will exalt the station of the party of God in the world and
amidst the nations. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to unite
all hearts and make them treasuries of the pearls of His love
and remembrance. Verily, He is the Hearer, the Answerer. Say:
O party of God! Rejoice that the Tongue of Grandeur hath
moved to make mention of you at this time. We send you Our
greetings. Blessed is he who is attracted by the breezes of reve-
lation and is seized by the fragrance of divine inspiration from
God, the Strong, the Mighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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As to what thou hast mentioned regarding his arising and ser-
vice to the Cause, blessed is he, for he hath acted according to
what We had previously revealed. Blessed is he who ariseth to
serve humanity, and blessed is he who adorneth his head with
the crown of piety and his temple with the robe of detachment,
and who limiteth his affairs to the service of the servants of
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God, the Lord of the mighty throne....
BHO07312
To: Abu’l-Fadail Gulpaygani, in Ishqabad
Date: 1307-06-02 [1890-Jan-24]
He is the Speaker of Truth é;-ti dlal:l\ »

O Abul-Fadl! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness.
Blessed art thou for thy ardor in the love of God, for thy ut-
terance in His Cause, for thy remembrance in His days, for thy
attraction to the fragrances of His verses, and for thy stead-
fastness in His service amongst His servants, whereby neither
the clamor of the wicked from various regions weakened thee,
nor the might of the oppressors from different quarters fright-
ened thee. The Tongue of Grandeur beareth witness unto thee
in this hour, as My manifest Temple walketh in this exalted
mansion, that thou hast turned with thy whole being to God,
the Lord of the worlds. Thou didst aid His Cause before all
faces and didst hold fast to that whereby His mention was
exalted among His servants. Blessed art thou and blessed is
he who heareth thy words and loveth thee. We beseech God
to reinforce thee with the hosts of utterance at all times and
to aid thee with the power of the Spirit. Verily, He is the
Almighty, the Forgiving, the Merciful. The glory from Us be
upon thee and upon whosoever hath acknowledged that which
thy tongue, both outward and inward, hath acknowledged con-
cerning this Announcement, at which the limbs of the ungodly
have quaked.
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To: Mirza Abdul-Karim, in Ishqabad

Date: 1307-06-02 [1890-Jan-24]

He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing LU, ct:.J\ »

O Abdu’l-Karim! Upon you be My glory. The fragrance of
your love has been diffused and your steadfastness in the Cause
of God is evident. Soon shall this world pass away, and there
shall remain for you and My steadfast loved ones that which
hath been ordained in the [gardens| of bounty and bestowals.
He, verily, is the Fulfiller, the Compassionate, the Forgiving,
the Merciful. Say:

3 Glory be unto Thee, O my God! Praise be unto Thee for
having guided me when I was heedless, and raised me up when
I was seated, and caused me to speak when I was silent. By
Thy might and majesty, and Thy bounty and bestowals, were
I to possess a thousand souls and sacrifice them all in Thy
path, they would not equal a single one of Thy favors and a
single mention from among Thy mentions which have flowed
and been revealed from Thy Most Exalted Pen in Thy Most
Glorious Horizon. O my Lord! T am Thy servant and within
Thy grasp. Move me as Thou willest and cause me to stand
as Thou desirest. Verily, Thou art the Munificent, the Lord
of supreme bounty. There is none other God but Thee, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: son of Naddaf, in Qum
Date: 1307-06-02 [1890-Jan-24]

He is the One Who commandeth with wisdom and utterance.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by the exaltation of Thy Most Sub-
lime Word and the power of Thy Most Exalted Pen, to assist
Thy party in that which beseemeth Thy Cause, O Sovereign of
all names and Creator of the heavens! Then I implore Thee, by
the rustling of the Divine Lote-Tree of Thy Command and the
light of Thy countenance, to ordain for him who hath clung to
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Thee and to Thy verses that whereby his station may be ex-
alted in Thy dominion. Verily, Thou art the Powerful through
Thy sovereignty. There is none other God but Thee, the Help
in Peril, the Self-Subsisting.
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To: Aga Muhammad Rida Nahhas (Nazareth), in Nablus
Date: 1307-06-07 [1890-Jan-29]

He is God, exalted be His glory, His grandeur, and His power!

Praise be to God Who made the seasons manifestations of His
names amongst His servants, through which He takes and gives,
that all existence, both seen and unseen, may be assured that
He is the Bountiful Giver and the Just Taker. We find ourselves
now in a cold that tells of bitter frost, through which man bears
witness to the grace of spring. Verily, He is the Unveiler of all
things through His might and sovereignty, the Sender-down of
His signs and the Manifestor of His traces. For this let the
competitors compete. To God do we belong and to Him do we
return. Blessings and peace be upon the Manifestation of His
Name, the Self-Subsisting, through Whom He subdued what
was and what will be, and through Whom He revealed the
mysteries of His Books and what was hidden in His knowledge,
and upon His family and companions whom God made the
dawning-places of His power and the daysprings of His might,
through whom necks were made submissive to God’s command,
the Lord of Lords.

The letters from that spiritual friend arrived in succession.
Praise be to God, each was a truthful messenger, a blessed
courier, and a beloved herald, for the fragrance of love, af-
fection and devotion wafted from them. After reading, I ap-
proached the Sacred Threshold where, after presentation, it
was said: “O Muhammad-Rida, upon thee be the peace of
God, the Lord of the Kingdom of Names! I was seated upon
the throne, contemplating God’s power, sovereignty, might,
grandeur and strength, when there came one who loved Me
and read thy letter before My face. From it We found the
fragrance of trust in God and detachment, and thy adherence
to righteousness and godliness. Say: Praise be to Thee, O my
God, for having made me acknowledge the unity of Thy Being
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and the sanctity of Thy Self above the recognition of Thy crea-
tures. I beseech Thee, O Bestower of bounties and Quickener
of moldering bones, by Thy Most Great Name, to assist me to
exercise justice and fairness. O Lord! Thou seest the believers
in the hands of the ungodly who have broken Thy covenant and
Thy pact and have surrounded Thy cities and lands. O Lord!
Ordain for me and Thy servants the good of the hereafter and
of this world. Verily, Thou art the Lord of the Throne and
earth, and in Thy grasp is the reins of all things. There is no
God but Thee, the Omnipotent, the Powerful.”

This evanescent one begs his Everlasting Lord to rain down
upon you from the clouds of grace the showers of His bounty,
and to adorn you in all conditions with the ornament of health,
well-being and favor. Verily, He is the Self-Sufficient, the Most
High. Mention was made of His Eminence the Effendi, may
God, blessed and exalted be He, strengthen him. In truth,
from his name joy appears in the heart. This is naught but a
divine hidden grace deposited in his innermost being. Then,
according to his desire, he attained the presence, and after
presentation of his mention, it was said: “We beseech God, the
Lord of all beings, the Lord of the Sacred House, the Sacred
Monument and Station, to ordain for him every good that He
has sent down in His Book, to open before his face the gate
of munificence and generosity, and the gate of blessing, glory
and wealth among the nations, and to give him to drink, at
all times, from the Kawthar of divine knowledge. Verily, He is
the All-Bountiful, the Bestower, the Powerful, the Mighty, the
Gracious.”

5 Praise be to God that they have been mentioned in this most

exalted remembrance. Verily this Tree of Remembrance hath
had and shall ever have its traces and fruits, which shall be
made manifest in due time. This is a great glad-tiding. This
servant also beseecheth God and imploreth Him to ordain for
his honor that which will exalt him amongst His servants and
make him a sign of His glory amidst His creation. He, verily,
is the Hearer, the Answerer, and the Fulfiller of the needs of
every penitent supplicant.

i O beloved of my heart! Regarding what was repeatedly men-

tioned in the letters about journeying to Syria during the sea-
son for the sake of certain trees which are the source of good-
ness in the world - I express my gratitude for this matter even
before its execution and am truly thankful, for whatsoever that
beloved of the heart hath written hath been and is from the
depths of the heart. In this case, journeying to that direction
is not necessary.
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And concerning what was written about His Honor the Effendi
- may God, blessed and exalted be He, strengthen him - having
willed to send quince from that direction to this direction: yes,
quince is good and is also available in this city. And if dis-
tinguished trees from there can be sent without trouble, and
likewise the Mastaki apricots that were mentioned, it would be
beloved. And this too, considering that it is a good deed done
in his name that shall remain and endure in a place specifi-
cally arranged for the recreation of the believers, is assuredly
acceptable before God and before those near to Him. For one
of the primary reasons for the creation of the world is what was
mentioned - namely, that beneficent and charitable works from
assured souls should be remembered and all should attain unto
them. This is why God, exalted be His glory, hath mentioned
in His Perspicuous Book, which distinguisheth between truth
and falsehood, the mention of paradise and fruits and trees.
And this matter, in one respect, is purely for the education
of creation, that they might act virtuously and through this
blessed deed attain unto lofty stations. The servant testifieth
that all bounty is in His right hand - He doeth what He willeth
and ordaineth what He pleaseth.

And regarding the matter of the Salihiyyih grapes, if with-
out difficulty and with utmost ease, whatever amount of its
branches can be sent, God willing, may it be the cause of in-
creased reward for His Honor the Afandi - may God assist him.
Whatsoever is truly the cause and reason for good works and
virtuous deeds hath been mentioned and accepted in the divine
books of the past and present. God willing, may the effects of
these good deeds be made manifest in the material world and
yield their fruits. Verily God is the Generous Giver and He is
the Powerful, the Mighty.

The apple of my eye, His Honor Aqa Mirza Mustafa - upon him
be God’s loving-kindness - is mindful, praise be to God, and
now too sendeth greetings and praise, maketh mention of you,
and beseecheth from God, exalted be His glory, on your behalf
whatsoever is worthy of His bestowal. He is the One through
Whose name the ocean of generosity surged and the sun of
bounty shone upon the world. There is no God but He, the
Forgiving, the Merciful. Peace and mercy and loving-kindness
from God be upon you and upon God’s righteous servants.
And praise be to God, for He is the Lord of the worlds and the
Master of the Day of Judgment.

The servant 7 Jamadiyu’th-Thani 1307

The Branches of the Blessed Tree and the people of the pavilion
of infallibility all make mention of your honor and send their
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greetings, and beseech from the Lord of existence exaltation
and elevation for that beloved spirit.
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To: Haji Muhammad Kazim
Date: 1307-06-16 [1890-Feb-7]

In the name of Him Who is the All-Compelling over what was
and what shall be!

Praise sanctified above the recognition of all contingent beings
befitteth the Lord of the invisible and the visible, Who by His
Most Exalted Word distinguished the people of Baha from all
else. This is what the All-Merciful hath revealed in the Qur’an
regarding the Day of Resurrection in His exalted words: “One
party shall be in Paradise, and one party in the Fire.” This is
that Day unto which the countenance of the divine Books was
turned, and wherein the mysteries of the heavenly Scriptures
were made manifest and clear. He is the Almighty One Whom
neither the tyranny of the oppressors nor the calumnies of the
slanderers could deter from His purpose. Exalted, exalted be
this Day wherein the treacherous one was brought low and
the trustworthy was elevated. Command and judgment belong
unto God, the Lord of all worlds.

Say: Glory be unto Thee, O my God! Praise be unto Thee
for having manifested that which was hidden in hearts and
concealed in breasts. 1 testify that Thou hast revealed Thy
Cause before all faces and called everyone unto Thy manifest
and visible horizon. Among the people are those whom the
hand of Thy power hath delivered from the pit of idle fancies
and vain imaginings, and among them are those who violated
Thy Covenant and Thy Testament, taking vain imaginings as
their lord instead of Thee and a god other than Thee. I beseech
Thee, O Thou in Whose grasp is the reins of power and in
Whose right hand are the reins of all choice, by the waves of
the seas of Thy grandeur and bounty, and by the light of Thy
Cause whereby the cities of Thy knowledge and wisdom were
illumined, to send down upon Thy loved ones from the clouds
of Thy grace the rains of Thy blessings and wealth. Then
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protect them from the evil of Thine enemies who denied Thy
truth, disputed Thy signs, cast behind their backs Thy laws,
and denied Thy proof.

O Lord! T am Thy servant and the son of Thy servant. I heard
Thy call and hastened to the horizon of Thy manifestation, and
attained unto that which was recorded in Thy Books. I beseech
Thee, O God of the Kingdom and the Dominion, and Lord of
might and power, by Thy Name through which Thou didst de-
liver Thy Prophets and Thy chosen ones from the oppression of
the Pharaohs of the earth and its tyrants, not to disappoint me
from that which Thou hast ordained for those of Thy servants
who are detached and those of Thy creatures who are sincere,
whose heads Thou hast adorned with the crowns of detachment
and whose temples Thou hast adorned with the ornament of
righteousness. Verily, Thou art the Almighty over what Thou
willest, and in Thy grasp are the reins of all affairs. There is
none other God but Thee, the All-Loving, the All-Forgiving.

O Kazim! Upon thee be the light shining from the horizon
of Revelation. The letters thou didst send in the name of
Jud, upon him be My glory, attained Our presence and were
heard. Praise be to God, from them wafted the fragrances of
the garden of inner meanings, utterance, wisdom and mystical
knowledge. Today, whosoever hath turned unto Him and hath
drunk the choice sealed wine from the hand of the bounty of
the Desired One is, in the estimation of God, possessed of all
stations. He is the learned one in God’s sight, even though he
be unable to read a single word. Blessed is the soul that hath
attained unto this most exalted station and supreme summit.

O Kazim! Praise the Desired One of the world Who granted
you steadfastness. How many souls have turned towards Him
and then, for the slightest reason, turned away from the True
Cause! Blessed is the servant who fixeth his gaze upon the
blessed words “He doeth whatsoever He willeth.” Such a one
is among the companions of the Crimson Ark. No command
deterreth him, nor doth anything cause him to slip. He holdeth
fast unto the cord of God in such wise that the peoples of the
world are powerless to separate him from it.

Convey My greetings to the loved ones. Say: O people of God!
Today the rustling of the Lote-Tree of the utmost boundary is
raised from the highest paradise. Have ears worthy of hearing
been created and raised up? Say: Yea, verily! Through the
effulgences of the Day-Star of favor, beings have been raised
up the like of which the eye of the world hath never seen. They
have, in the name of the Peerless Friend, set out for the place
of sacrifice and have scattered the pearls of the spirit, which
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are the most precious gems in the world, at the feet of their
Beloved.

Say: My God, my God! Aid Thy servants to draw nigh unto
Thee, that they may hearken unto Thy most sweet call and
the shrill voice of Thy Most Exalted Pen. Then enable them
to read Thy verses and to turn unto the light of Thy counte-
nance. O Lord! Withhold not Thy servants from the ocean
of Thy knowledge, nor the learned ones from that which Thou
hast sent down from the heaven of Thy will. I testify that Thy
mercy hath encompassed all created things and Thy grace hath
preceded all existence. Make known unto Thy servants Thy
straight path and Thy tidings at which the limbs of the idol-
aters have quaked. There is no God but Thee, the Almighty,
the Powerful, the All-Conquering, the Omnipotent.

To Nabil convey, on behalf of the Wronged One, His greeting
of exaltation unto Ha and Sin. We bear witness that he hath
quaffed the choice wine of Revelation from the hand of the
bounty of his gracious Lord. In the presence of the Wronged
One is he remembered, and within His court is he seen and
accounted present. Say: Grieve thou not for aught. Thou
hast been commemorated by the Pen of God with that which
neither the pearls of the seas, nor the treasures of men, nor the
wealth of those who have heeded not the remembrance of their
Lord, the Sovereign of the Day of Judgment, can ever equal.
Verily, We have been with him under all conditions; unto this
beareth witness that which My Tongue uttereth at this very
hour.

The loved ones in the land of ‘Ayn and Shin have ever been, and
continue to be, beneath the sheltering gaze of divine favor. And
in particular, for the martyr Marfu’—upon him be the Most
Glorious Baha’w’llah—there was revealed from the Kingdom of
Utterance, from the Desire of all mankind, that whereunto the
tongues of the realities of all things give voice in the blessed
words: Praise be to God, the Lord of the dominion of names.
Jinab-i-Muhammad, formerly Rida, was vouchsafed that whose
fragrance shall never cease to breathe through the world. A
most holy and unassailable Tablet was revealed especially for
him and sent forth. And We make mention of him who was
named ‘Ali, that he may rejoice and be of them that render
thanks. O ‘Ali! Upon thy father and upon thee be My peace
and My loving-kindness.

Render thanks unto the Desire of the world that He aided
Jinab-i-Kazim to engage in remembrance, praise, and service.
This is a mighty station, and one of those offices which are
sanctified and exalted above the ranks of earth. O ‘Ali, say: O
my God, praise be unto Thee in that Thou hast caused me to
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hear Thy most sweet call which hath been lifted up from Thy
most exalted Horizon, and hast made me to know the ocean of
Thy verses and the sun of Thy bounty. I beseech Thee, by the
surging waves of the sea of Thy generosity and the showers of
the cloud of Thy grace, to strengthen me to remain steadfast
in Thy love. Thou, verily, art the All-Bounteous, the Most
Generous.

O Kazim! Make mention of the kinsmen of the exalted martyr
on behalf of the Wronged One. Perchance the fragrance of
God’s remembrance may seize them and enable them to attain
unto the greatest steadfastness. Give them glad-tidings from
Me and remind them of My verses and illumine them with the
light that shineth resplendent from the horizon of the heaven
of grace - a bounty from God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Today the blessed, all-embracing Word hath encompassed all
things and the Sun of Revelation hath shone forth and become
manifest from the horizon of the heaven of power. The loved
ones of God must, through kindly counsels and praiseworthy
character, purify and sanctify the people of the earth from
bestial qualities and guide them to the horizon of justice. Per-
chance the fire of sedition and corruption may be quenched by
the living waters of love and the world may be illumined with
a fresh radiance. During nights and days We have enjoined
what is right and forbidden what is wrong, yet some have at-
tained to that which they are commanded while others are still
observed to be heedless. We beseech God to assist all to do
that which He loveth and pleaseth. Verily He is powerful over
what He willeth and He is the Hearing, the Answering One.

At the end of this epistle We make mention of him who is
named Ahmad, who attained Our presence and heard Our call.
We testify that he is among those who have attained in the
Book of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O Ahmad! Upon thee be the Glory of God, the One, the Single.
We have counseled the people of God to be sincere and pure,
to show forth love and devotion, to be trustworthy and faithful.
When the sun of trials dawned from the horizon of the heaven
of the Will of the Desired One of all worlds, some hearts were
troubled, some feet faltered, while a group, by God’s might
and power, remained firm and steadfast. Blessed art thou and
blessed is he who hath attained unto the traces of God. He is
indeed among those who are drawn nigh.

The names thou didst send have each been remembered. Verily
He remembereth His loved ones at eventide and at dawn, and
He is the One manifest on the Day of Meeting. He commandeth
all to observe the Covenant and Testament. O Kazim! Convey
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glory and praise to God’s loved ones from the Wronged One.
Blessed is the ear that hath heard the praise of God, the Self-
Subsisting, the All-Compelling, and blessed is the eye that hath
beheld His sacred court, sanctified from the mention of all that
was and shall be.
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To: Mirza Asadu’llah, in Qaf Vav
Date: 1307-06-16 [1890-Feb-7]

He is the Help-in-Peril, the All-Powerful, the Almighty

Glorified be He Who hath come from the heaven of utter-
ance with proof and evidence, and hath summoned all to the
supreme horizon, the station wherein the Tongue of Grandeur
hath proclaimed: “The Kingdom and the Dominion belong
unto God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise!” Blessed is the ear
that hath heard the Call when it was raised from the Most
Exalted Horizon, and woe unto every heedless and remote one.
We have made mention of thee as a token of grace from Our
presence, that thou mayest be assured that thy Lord is indeed
the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. Say: O people of the
lands! The Lord of creation hath come and guideth all to the
straight path of God. He desireth naught save to purify your
hearts from rancor and hatred, and to teach you that which
shall profit you in all the worlds of God, the Almighty, the
Powerful. Take, in the Most Great Name, the Kawthar of eter-
nity, then drink thereof despite every denier who hath denied
the Cause of God, the Glorious, the Praised. Say: O mystics!
By God, the gate of bounty hath been opened before the faces
of all peoples - draw nigh and be not of them that turn aside.
Say:

Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having given me to drink
the wine of immortality from the hand of Thy bounty, and
for having illumined my heart with the light of Thy knowl-
edge, O Thou Who art the Sovereign of the kingdom of names!
I beseech Thee not to withhold from me the ocean of Thy
generosity and the heaven of Thy grace. Verily Thou art the
All-Powerful, the All-Bountiful, the Forgiver, the Merciful.
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O Asad! Arise to serve the Cause with wisdom and utterance.

Beware lest the deeds of the transgressors and the words of the
heedless sadden thee. Say: O people! Fear God, then help your
Lord, the All-Merciful, through deeds from which the fragrance
of acceptance may be wafted from the presence of God, the
Sovereign of the kingdom of the heavens and earths. Say: Your
acceptance doth not profit Him, nor doth your rejection grieve
Him. Thus hath the Pen spoken when the Lord of the worlds
was in the hands of the deniers. O Asad! Hear the call from
the direction of Akka. He desireth for your prince naught save
nearness unto God, the Mighty, the Wise. Say: Cast aside the
doubts and intimations of the people, turn thy face toward the
Wronged One, and take what thou hast been given from the
presence of One knowing and informed. Say:

My God, my God! Draw me nigh unto Thee and illumine my
heart with the light of Thy knowledge. I testify that I know not
what profiteth me. Verily Thou art the Single, the One, the
Mighty, the Great. O Lord! Withhold me not from the waves of
the ocean of Thy bounty, and disappoint me not of that which
Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones. I beseech Thee by
the Most Great Name through which Thou hast illumined the

world, to ordain for me the good of this world and the next.

Verily Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest by Thy
binding command.

JQ\QQ\,&KA,@\‘«»&&ML’
5 o) g1y Cpal) JLE) S5 0
JL“;L Q"‘:M ﬁ) bfai\;:jé\ \}Iz;\ DSLL
Sl i) g oo Iyl o e g
S s Y 5 oy W1 5 Sl & Ss
S8 31 AR g SIS ol el 652 Y
Sl dﬁ\ .Lﬂ\lid“;;\,\ 6-&\0.4{}\&5\ e
OB Tl ol e a) B e
L Al Sl p B oS A I
oo sl s de ) s Sy
a5 e 0d

sr B s KU G M A
il Sl s b el Y G a3l S5
e Y s @l Bl Al s A
0% (5 G Y, Slae 2 fl o
b sl e oVl SOl SSLiLY
SV 5 Y s S ol ) e
el LT L e uml et S

BLIB__Or15695.078

BHO03056

To: Mihdi Gulpayigani, in Isfahan
Date: 1307-06-16 [1890-Feb-7]

He is the One manifest and resplendent before the faces of the
servants.

Praise be to God Who hath quickened the servants with
the Kawthar of His knowledge, guided them to His path,
acquainted them with His Cause, and given them glad tidings
of His manifestation, His appearance and His sovereignty
through His words “On the Day when mankind shall stand
before the Lord of the worlds.” His grace hath encompassed
all, His mercy hath preceded all things, the ocean of His
generosity hath surged, and the fragrance of the garment hath
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been diffused as a command from His presence - and He is the
Wise Commander.

There hath come before the Wronged One what thou didst send
to Ism-i-Jud, upon him be My glory, and it was read before
His face. We have sent down for thee a Tablet that cannot be
equaled by what all the learned ones and divines of the earth
have composed, that thou mayest rejoice and be among the
thankful. Through it God hath quickened His servants both
in the past and in this time wherein He Who conversed with
God on Sinai hath seated Himself upon the throne of Revela-
tion, despite every remote scholar and suspicious commander.
Blessed art thou, for the Supreme Pen hath moved to make
mention of thee in the prison of Akka, as a favor from God,
the Kind, the Generous.

We make mention of him whom thou didst mention, who is
named Ahmad, and We have revealed for him that which coo-
leth the eyes of the mystics. We beseech God to assist him to
steadfastness supreme, draw him nigh unto Him, and ordain
for him every good thing He hath sent down in His Clear Book.

When thou hearest the Call and art seized by the rapture of
thy Lord’s utterance, say: “My God, my God! Praise be to
Thee for having made mention of me and sent down for me
that which caused the lovers to soar throughout all regions
when the Herald proclaimed: ‘He Who was hidden in the eter-
nity of eternities hath appeared!” I beseech Thee, O Lord of the
kingdoms of wisdom and utterance, by Thy Command through
which all possibility was encompassed, and by Thy Manifesta-
tion through which the dwellers of the graves arose and every
hidden secret was revealed, to make me in all conditions one
who gazeth toward Thy horizon, who speaketh Thy praise, who
holdeth fast to Thy cord, who soareth in the atmosphere of Thy
love, and who spreadeth Thy verses. O my Lord! Thou seest
the poor one standing before the gate of Thy bounty, beseech-
ing Thy gifts and favors. I beseech Thee not to disappoint him
from the ocean of Thy mercy, the heaven of Thy generosity
and the sun of Thy grace. Verily Thou art the One with power
over whatsoever Thou willest. There is no God but Thee, the
Powerful, the Mighty, the Unconstrained.”
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BHO03836

To: Haji Mirza Muhammad Taqi

Date: 1307-06-16 [1890-Feb-7]

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing. ﬁu\ LU

A remembrance from Our presence to him who has attained to
hearkening unto the Call when it was raised amongst mankind
and who hath testified to that which the Supreme Pen hath
testified: God, there is no God but Him, the Single, the One,
the Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. The pavilion
of glory hath been raised up and the Ancient Beauty hath
been established upon the Most Great Throne and hath spoken
before the faces of all nations. The appointed time hath come
and the Revealer of verses hath spoken the truth and said: O
people of the earth! The door of generosity hath been opened
with the key of My Most Great Name. Hasten with your hearts
toward the direction of the Beloved, then turn unto Him, as
commanded by God, the Lord of the worlds. This is a Day
wherein that which ye possess shall not profit you - to this doth
the Mother Book testify in this exalted and glorious station.
Verily those who have turned away are in manifest ignorance.
They have no portion of this Most Great Sea nor any path
unto God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Can the dumb one
speak before the Kingdom of Utterance? Nay, by His own Self,
the Most Merciful! But the people have taken their own vain
imaginings as lord besides God. Thus have their souls enticed
them and today they are in manifest loss. He who hath turned
to My countenance and arisen to serve My Cause hath made
mention of thee. We have remembered thee with decisive verses
that thou mayest rejoice and be of the thankful ones.

When thine eyes attain to beholding these signs, say: O my
Lord, the Chosen One! I beseech Thee by Thy Cause whereby
Thou hast subdued all created things, to make me steadfast
and firm in Thy remembrance and praise amongst Thy ser-
vants in such wise that their tyranny and oppression shall not
frighten me, nor their might and power weaken me, nor their
clamor silence me, nor their hosts prevent me. Verily Thou art
powerful over whatsoever Thou willest. There is no God but
Thee, the Strong, the Dominant, the Mighty.
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BHO04351

To: Muhammad Husayn, in Turbat

Date: 1307-06-16 [1890-Feb-7]

In the Name of the Desire of the world Ol 5 pake ply |

O Muhammad-Husayn! Reflect upon the heedlessness of the
servants. For the sake of two fleeting days of life, they amass
such means and implements that the pen is unable and pow-
erless to enumerate them. Yet they have never given thought
to preparing for that station wherein they must dwell forever
in the kingdom of earth and heaven. Say: O people! Hear-
ken unto the call of the Wronged One and arise to make good
what hath been lost. Where are the Pharaohs and the sons
of Pharaohs? Where are their swaying branches, their hid-
den treasures, their concealed ornaments and their decorated,
lofty palaces? Say: O servants! Reflect upon the graves and
what hath befallen their inhabitants, and take heed. Today
the power of the Supreme Pen and the potency of the Most
Exalted Word have encompassed the world. Deprive not your-
selves of the Lord of all names in these days through vain imag-
inings. Strive that ye may attain unto that which diffuseth the
fragrance of the divine mercy. We have previously made men-
tion of the people of the city of Turbat. Blessed are My loved
ones there. We beseech God to give them to drink from the
Salsabil of bounty which floweth from His Most Exalted Pen,
to make them enkindled with the fire of His love, attracted by
His verses, and holding fast to the cord of His bounty. Verily
He is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. O Party of God
in that place! This is the Most Great Day of Joy. Ye must
aid the Cause of God through goodly deeds and praiseworthy
character. Verily He will assist you and aid you through His
grace. There is no God but Him, the Manifest, the Helper, the
Evident, the True, the Trustworthy.

S SEsle i s e 3 02 L 2
A5k olp SN 5 L& B 50 sl
ol OF Glasl 31 6§ 1, gl
3 Se sy b Kalie Sy o o6
\x\wﬁdﬂjwyufbd\);u)ﬁ
o5 L;\)i, Ll 5 0350 O SHIX S s
old Dbl SHIN 5 i | pslhe gl
wbabl ol ATl 5 a3 o el
4S8l )l 5 sl o2l dladll
2ok o) KB Bl (2o s
S s e KoLl de sy by 3
| e Us 37 555 5 ol 5 o8 30
eU1 o s ol KI5l plasl 0342 bl
loass 7b ks S s Ll a2
ol iz T 50 My e S
AUsY Gk f2sf 53 8L s
Mol e et a Jli Sta
Wr&" gcv\a.bu»sf-sﬂ\
J&M,abbww)wjlﬂ
Jumyf.tﬂﬂ;!m}y}am‘uw
}A,LM\,},\,L;M;\C; en
F.\:,;n,»«\uu.c uf,zw/d%\
Gl oD a1 Y s 0 S

’Y\QJM\

BLIB_ Or15695.079

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 32



Vol. 94: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1307 A.H. (1889-1890) part II BH04693
BH04693

To: Agqa Muhammad Ali, in Quchan

Date: 1307-06-16 [1890-Feb-7]

He is the One Who speaketh forth in truth :;;-L JLQ\ 9

Jinab-i-Ahmad, upon him be My glory, made mention of the
friends of that land, seeking a gift and token for each one from
the pearls of the ocean of the favor of the Goal of the world’s
peoples. Therefore, the pearls of wisdom and utterance that
were hidden in the shells of the sea have flowed forth from the
Most Exalted Pen as a bounty from His presence to His loved
ones.

Say: O concourse of divines! How long will ye follow your
selfish desires? Say: In the name of God and by God! He will
deliver you from the clay of idle fancies and draw you nigh unto
God, the One, the All-Informed. Say: He hath come from the
heaven of proof with a manifest light, and on His right hand
is the ocean of knowledge and on His left the Concourse on
high. Say: O company of jurisprudents! Come forth from your
homes at the bidding of the Ordainer, the Ancient of Days.
This is the Day of Arising, this is the Day of Divine Grace,
this is the Day whereon men have stood before the Lord of
the worlds. Read ye the Qur’an and then judge with fairness
concerning that which hath been revealed in truth, and be not
of the heedless. Thus hath the Tongue of the Wronged One
spoken while He was in the hands of the aggressive ones.

Grieve thou not at anything. Take the Tablet with the power
granted by Him and the sovereignty bestowed by Him. Verily
thy Lord is the Almighty, the All-Powerful. Blessed art thou
and those upon whom the verses of God, the One, the All-
Informed, have been sent down. A single word thereof cannot
be compared with the books of the people, to this doth the
Sadratu’l-Muntaha bear witness from this most exalted hori-
zon. Blessed are they that hear.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

b o2l OF Ul 55 Gl e anl Ol
ke ole UY1K gl 0o
wte 5 oof b Gle) OLlle 5 paie
Colaol 5o & 0k s R Y 1) el =
ol s ool el Vb ey s £

Sl o oo oo Sliab

5 Sl Opndr 3o 1T e L
,Vuﬂ\@by;;\z.,é\m)mﬁ
e oo G al 5 e 5 80 B U1 SO
sl 0 M| 2 48 e 5 oo s Ola )
S o Vo A1 il e b g8 ) Sl
fﬁ‘hjfwlfx\iff;ﬁ‘/Td.\Syi‘/\
15581 Gl o) 1 o8 g L Ladl
o 55N 5 Gl e Lod il ¢ 06 A
e 08 31 gl 0l s ST )

reall o)

o bk el A g e 02 Y S
Sl Ky Ol 6 e Ol oo
moqﬂgca}m;&q}b 3
(}FJ\ S L WS dole Y ekl 54
Qe BV s e gl By S 4

Comalell 35

BLIB__ Or15695.077

33



Vol. 94: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1307 A.H. (1889-1890) part II

BH04956

BHO04956

To: Abdu’l-Rasul
Date: 1307-06-16 [1890-Feb-7]

He is the Speaker in the Kingdom of Utterance

This is a day whose excellences were mentioned aforetime in
the divine Books. In these days a mighty festival is being
celebrated, for the servants were given the glad tidings of the
appearance of these days. There is nothing that doth not speak
forth in this Most Great Revelation and give glad tidings unto
the peoples. Blessed is he who hath heard and seen, and woe
unto the heedless! Glory be to God! They have forsaken the
Kingdom of utterance and the heaven of knowledge, and have
taken demons for their guides. We testify that they have taken
for themselves lords besides God. The call of the King of the
Kingdom of names hath been raised from the most exalted
horizon at all times, and the ocean of utterance hath appeared
before the faces of all religions, yet the people remain heedless
save whom God willeth, the Lord of the worlds.

Blessed art thou for having rent asunder the veils in thy re-
turn and for having won the days of God, the Lord of lords.
We beseech God that He may aid thee to be steadfast, for the
treacherous ones and the thieves lie in wait at the paths, per-
chance they may cause one who hath turned toward Him to
turn away. Say: My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for
having guided me unto Thy path and caused me to hear Thy
call in Thy days. I beseech Thee by the ocean of Thy verses
and the mysteries of Thy Book to aid me in that which will
cause the fragrance of Thy good-pleasure to be diffused. Ver-
ily Thou art the Omnipotent over what Thou willest. There is
none other God but Thee, the All-Bountiful, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.
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BHO05564

To: Mirza Ahmad, in Yazd

Date: 1307-06-16 [1890-Feb-7]

He is the One Who gazeth upon His most exalted horizon. éc‘\/\ am) A )lal:J\ 9

O Ahmad! Upon thee be the peace of God, the One, the
Single! We testify that thou hast attained unto that which
was inscribed by the Supreme Pen in the Books of God, the
Lord of all worlds, and thou hast attained to the presence and
drunk the choice wine of reunion from the hand of the bounty
of thy Lord, the All-Bountiful. Blessed art thou and blessed is
he who hath cast away the world and taken that which he was
bidden by the One Who commandeth, the All-Wise. Grieve
not at anything, but in all matters place thy trust in Him.
Verily, He is with those whom He loveth. He ordaineth what He
pleaseth for whom He pleaseth. There is no God but Him, the
Single, the All-Powerful, the Almighty. The idolaters desired
to extinguish the light by their vain imaginings. Nay! They
are among the most lost in My Great Book. Soon shall We
seize them as We seized those before them. Verily thy Lord is
powerful over whatsoever He pleaseth through His sovereignty
which overshadoweth all who are in the heavens and on earth.

Say: Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having given me
to drink of the choice wine of reunion, and for causing me
to hear Thy call, and for guiding me unto Thy path, and for
honoring me with Thy presence, and for acquainting me with
the Dayspring of Thy signs. I beseech Thee to ordain for me
the good of this world and the next. Verily Thou art the Lord
of all beings and the Lord of the exalted Throne.

The Tablet which thou didst request from the Most Holy Court
hath been revealed and sent. Deliver it specifically to his honor
Some time ago a Tablet was re-
vealed and graciously bestowed upon him.

who bears the same name.

&\w,\,y\w\mrm&kmu :
Jdécy\g\ﬂ\u»by/dglfu}
G S ol 2 Wl o) A
S gsb oK elas e Jlo)
Aol pa b dsl JW A oL
de sy B3 Kot oo 02 Y S
VY Tl Ty ol 08 el e e 4
O Tysly) o8 200 O ) usall 53
ggﬁ;\ﬂ‘-fﬂ?\ W a5l Ve
v@-ﬁbﬁbb\gﬁbbd‘}w FL.J\@K
coudd] wllalas ¢ uu&,mx}a&,u\

sy Slpad) 3 oo Je

5ol oy saw o AL uk S
by Sl o U s (K e
ol e ST G2 85 5 Syt
Sy il K dj\“ PRSI e

@)‘ eSO s 69

3 b o b w8l Cola ) &?\}”
S o Sl 02 a2 w42 |

BLIB_Or15695.082

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 35



Vol. 94: Writings of Baha’'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1307 A.H. (1889-1890) part II

BH06716

BHO06063

To: Haji Mirza Mihdi
Date: 1307-06-16 [1890-Feb-7]

He is the Counselor, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Verily We have commanded all to observe pure justice and for-
bidden them from tyranny in numerous Tablets. To this bears
witness He Who speaks in every condition: “Verily I am God,
there is none other God but Me, the Single, the All-Informed.”
And We commanded them to be trustworthy and chaste, but
they cast the command of God behind their backs, following
every remote delusion. Say: Fear God and take hold of that
which ye are commanded. It will profit you in all the worlds
of His worlds and protect you from the evil of the calumnia-
tors. Thy name was mentioned before the Wronged One, Who
hath sent down for thee this Tablet, the mighty, the wondrous.
When thou attainest unto it and findest the fragrance of reve-
lation, say: “My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having
given me to drink the Kawthar of immortality from the hands
of Thy bounty, and thanks be to Thee for having guided me
unto Thy path. O my Lord! I am Thy servant and the son of
Thy servant. I have placed my soul between the hands of Thy
bounty and Thy mercy. Ordain for it from the ocean of Thy
generosity that which befitteth Thy grace and Thy favor. Ver-
ily Thou art the Powerful over whatsoever Thou willest, and
in Thy grasp are the reins of all who are in earth and heaven.
There is none other God but Thee, the Mighty, the Subduing,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.”
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To: Siyyid H N, in Isfahan
Date: 1307-06-16 [1890-Feb-7]

He is the One Who ruleth over all names!

2 This is a Book which the Wronged One hath sent down that
He might guide mankind to the straight path, draw them nigh
unto the supreme horizon, and illumine them with the lights
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of the utterance of their Lord, the Master of all men. Hearken
unto the call from this most exalted Station. Verily it will
protect thee from those who have disbelieved and will make
known unto thee the path of guidance. Before Our presence
hath appeared thy letter which thou didst send to Ism-i-Jud,
upon him be My Glory. We have made mention of thee and
have sent unto thee that through which the fragrance of the All-
Merciful hath been wafted throughout all possibility. Grieve
thou not over anything. Arise to serve the Cause of thy Lord
with such steadfastness as cannot be hindered by the hosts of
the world nor by the might of them that have disbelieved in
God, the Lord of lords. Blessed art thou for having turned
unto the Dayspring of the verses of thy Lord when they that
are on earth turned away from Him, save such as God, the Lord
of creation, did will. Be thou steadfast in the Cause and teach
the people, with wisdom and utterance, that which will draw
them nigh unto the Self-Subsisting, the Most High. The glory
from Us be upon the people of Baha who have not violated the
Covenant of God and His Testament and who have quaffed the
choice wine of revelation from the hand of the bounty of their
Lord, the Possessor of all existence.
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BHO05083

To: Mirza Ali et al.
Date: 1307-07 [1890-Feb]

In the name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious.

God testifies that there is none other God but Him. His is the
grace and bounty, and His the grandeur and majesty. He gives
and withholds, and He is the Mighty, the Bountiful.

My God, my God! I love to remember Thee at all times with
every tongue, for this servant has found nothing sweeter in
the world than Thy remembrance, nor loftier than Thy praise
among the nations. I beseech Thee, O Creator of earth and
heaven and Cleaver of the dawn, by Thy power that overshad-
ows all things, and by Thy command whereby Thou hast sub-
dued all in the kingdom of creation, to assist Thy loved ones
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to remember and praise Thee in such wise that neither the op-
pressors nor the tyrannical shall prevent them. O Lord! Thou
seest and knowest that they have believed in Thee and in Thy
signs, and they are surrounded by the wolves of Thy earth. I
beseech Thee by Thy name the Preserver, and by Thy name
the Helper, and by Thy name the Triumphant, to protect them
from the oppression of every remote oppressor and every obsti-
nate transgressor. Verily Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty,
the All-Praised.

He is the Helper

5 The contribution of ten Ottoman liras from Aqa Mirza Ahmad

(upon him be the Glory of God) and likewise the contribution
of nine tumans from Aga Mirza ‘Ali (upon him be the Glory
of God) through the Afnan and with the knowledge of the
Ismullah (upon them both be the Most Glorious Glory of God)
reached the servant in the month of Rajab 1307.
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BHO00758

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Istanbul
Date: 1307-07-01 [1890-Feb-21]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful

Glorified be He Who created all beings to ascend unto the
heaven of His knowledge and commanded them to unite for
the exaltation of His Word and the tranquility of His servants.
Verily He, exalted be His glory, hath desired unity for the man-
ifestation of gathering, and the manifestation of gathering for
the promotion of mutual aid amongst them and the ordering of
their affairs as befitteth them. He is the Sovereign Who hath
prescribed for His creation that which shall profit them in all
the worlds of His worlds. I beseech Him, exalted be He, and
say:

My God, my God! Aid them to accomplish what Thou hast de-
sired for them in Thy perspicuous Book and Thy mighty Tablet.
O Lord! Make known unto them that which will exalt them,
assist them, and preserve them from that which is unworthy
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of them. Verily, Thou art the All-Merciful, the All-Wise, the

Gracious Commander.

And peace and blessings be upon Him through Whom the king-
dom of earth and heaven was adorned, and through Whom was
revealed that which lay hidden in His all-encompassing knowl-
edge of what was and what is to be, and upon His family and
companions, the dawning-places of might and the manifesta-
tions of the power of God, the Almighty, the All-Powerful, the
Unconstrained.

And then, O beloved of my heart, thy distinguished letter,
which was like a fruitful tree, arrived. Praise be to God, its
root is firmly established in the soil of love and its fruit is
present before our face. We eat and we praise, we eat and
we give thanks. A hundred thousand tongues and a hundred
thousand beings would be needed to perhaps fulfill the obli-
gation of gratitude for it. But alas, alas! Reason declareth
this to be an unworthy utterance - what hath dust to do with
the Lord of Lords? Therefore submission and the admission of
powerlessness are befitting, and I say:

i 1 ask Thy forgiveness, O God of earth and heaven, for that

which my tongue hath uttered and my pen hath written. Thou
seest, O my God, how from every hair of my being are raised
the hands of my hope toward the heaven of Thy pardon, Thy
bounty, Thy mercy and Thy favors. Do not, O my God, send
them back disappointed and at a loss. Take them through
Thy generosity, for verily Thou art the Munificent, the All-
Generous.

And after reading and becoming informed, I proceeded to the
Most Holy Court where it was presented before the counte-
nance of my Lord and was honored to be heard. He said: “O
Amin, upon thee be the peace and favor of God. In all condi-
tions we must offer praise and thanksgiving to God, glorified
be His majesty, for He hath, from the ocean of generosity and
the heaven of bounty, adorned His loved ones amidst the peo-
ples with the ornament of trustworthiness, truthfulness and
sincerity, and guided them to the straight path - that is, the
most upright path - that is, the most firm, clear and strong
path. Jest in speech is as salt in food.” Say:

“Praise be to Thee, O Lord of existence and Sovereign of the
seen and unseen, for having sent down the blessing of Thy
utterance and manifested the pearls of the ocean of Thy grace.
I testify that through Thy will Thou hast opened the doors of
generosity upon existence and the gates of bounty upon the
world. I beseech Thee, O Thou in Whose grasp is the kingdom
of proof and in Whose right hand is the dominion of certitude,
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by Thy hosts that have appeared from Thy Most Exalted Pen
and by its influence in the world of creation, to ordain for me
and Thy loved ones that which will exalt us through Thy Name
and preserve us from the evil of Thine enemies. O Lord! Aid us
to cling fast to Thy will and to hold to the hem of Thy decree.
Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Bountiful, the Merciful, the
All-Bestowing.”

O Trustee of God! Praise be to God that thou wert assisted in
delivering that wronged and oppressed one, namely the Trust
of God, for that helpless one was, like this Wronged One in
the prison of Ta, bound in fetters and chains for a long time
due to the oppression of the oppressors and the calumnies of
the slanderers. In any case, through God’s assistance - glori-
fied be His majesty - that wronged one was delivered. The
visit of the honored Afnan and yourself to the Holy Threshold
hath momentous consequences and mention thereof shall be
immortalized in the Book. This is of His great bounty and His
supreme loving-kindness. Rejoice at these glad tidings through
which the decree of joy and gladness was made manifest among
the servants of God and His loved ones. Convey greetings from
this Wronged One to the friends of that land. By the life of
God, they were and are remembered in the arena of imprison-
ment. We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to ordain
for them the good of this world and the next, and to decree for
them the reward of those who stood before the Seat of Justice
and spoke that whereby the scrolls of truth and fairness were
spread abroad. Verily, He is the Hearer, the Answerer. There
is none other God but Him, the Mighty, the All-Praised.

Mention was made of the honored Afnan and the friends, and
likewise of the zeal and dignity of A. and 7., upon them be greet-
ings. Praise be to God, they have attained unto the essence of
knowledge and deeds, certitude and recognition. We beseech
God, blessed and exalted be He, to assist him and his loved
ones and strengthen them to remember Him, praise Him, and
manifest His attributes throughout the duration of the earthly
realm and the Kingdom. Verily, He is the Mighty, the Power-
ful.

And as to thy repeated mention of the son of S.M., upon them
both be greetings - this is a bounty from God. The people
of that house have been favored with recognition and service
from the beginning of the Cause. In those days which were as
dark as night, when the intensity of wrath was directed from
every side - now ask thou God to protect them and preserve
them from whatsoever is unworthy of His days. Verily, He is
the Generous, the Lord of great bounty, and He is the Mighty,
the Forgiving, the Merciful.
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How can tongue and pen fulfill their task? How can a drop
reach the ocean, or an atom the sun? Praise be to God, all
are assisted and favored with His grace. This grace hath ever
been, and shall ever be, sanctified above any likeness or com-
parison. Well is it with them that have attained! These days,
letters have arrived from Iran, each adorned with mention of
that Beloved of hearts. Specifically, a letter arrived from Ibn-i-
‘Attar (may God’s mercy be upon him), upon him be the Glory
of God, wherein he wrote about a trust that was in his posses-
sion. After being presented before His presence, the command
was issued that some should be delivered to the friends of that
land and some should be sent to that Beloved of hearts.

As to what thou didst write concerning Agqa Rahmatu’llah,
upon him be the Glory of God - praise be to God, the glad
tidings of permission reached him, and now, praise be to God,
it is several days that he is present and circumambulating. The
servant beseecheth his Lord to assist him and all who are on
earth to do what He loveth and is pleased with. Verily, He is
the Fulfiller of the needs of all humanity. His companion hath
also come. Praise be to God, there is a gathering present. In
these days permission to return hath been granted. Praise be
to God, the purpose was achieved and they attained unto the
blessing of pilgrimage.

And regarding the affairs, they should, as commanded, execute
and implement whatever they deem advisable.

As to what you wrote concerning whether a person who is
trustworthy and knows the Turkish language would be needed
if the honored Afnan intends to stay - indeed, after consulta-
tion and deliberation, such an arrangement would be necessary.
However, in the land of A and S and these regions, while trust-
worthy individuals can be found, those who know the language
cannot be found. In all matters consultation is necessary and
then action according to it is beloved. In all conditions, praise
be to God, they have been and are victorious and triumphant.
As commanded, mention was made of the honored Afnan and
that beloved one in letters sent to various regions. I convey
greetings and remembrances to the friends of that land, and I
beseech from the Tree of Divine Favor inexhaustible fruits for
each one. Verily He is the Generous Giver and He is the Mighty,
the All-Knowing. Peace and remembrance and praise be upon
you and upon the righteous servants of God, and praise be to

God, the Lord of the Worlds.

The servant, on the first of Rajab 1307
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That beloved one continues to be mentioned in the presence of
the Branches of the Blessed Tree - may my spirit be sacrificed
for the dust of their footsteps - and likewise the people of the
Pavilion of Infallibility all send their greetings.
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BH11697

To: Mirza Abul-Qasim Gulistanih
Date: 1307-07-01 [1890-Feb-21]

He is God - exalted be His glory, His grandeur and His power!

Praise be to God Who hath uttered a Word from among His
supreme Words whereby He hath distinguished between the ser-
vants in the world of creation, and through it hath manifested
His sovereignty and revealed His power, and through it the
oceans of meanings and utterance have surged in the realm of
possibility, and the Most Great Book hath spoken forth among
the peoples: “O concourse of earth and heaven! By God, He
Who is the Dawning-Place of certitude hath come, and with
Him the Criterion whereby truth hath been separated from er-
ror. At this all the tribes have trembled save whom God, the
Lord of the worlds and the Goal of the mystics, hath willed.”

Glory be unto Thee, O my God, my Lord and my Support! I
beseech Thee by Thy resplendent and manifest Light, by Thy
firm Cord, and by Thy revelations on the Day of Judgment,
to illumine the hearts of Thy loved ones with the light of Thy
knowledge, then grant them the Kawthar of steadfastness from
the hands of Thy bounty. O Lord! Thou hast created them
to exalt Thy Cause and manifest Thy Word. Thou beholdest
them detached from all else save Thee and hastening to the
shore of the ocean of Thy oneness, having cast aside the idle
fancies and vain imaginings whereby Thy servants were pre-
vented from drawing nigh unto the court of Thy glory and the
carpet of Thy grandeur. Ordain for them, O Thou Goal of
the world, that which befitteth the heaven of Thy generosity
and the ocean of Thy grace. Verily, Thou art the One Who
hath power over whatsoever He willeth, and in Thy grasp are
the reins of all affairs. There is none other God but Thee, the
Master of the Day of Resurrection.
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Thereafter, O my beloved, the heart of this evanescent one
soared when he heard the cooing of the nightingale of thy
praise in describing God, our Lord and thy Lord, our Goal
and thy Goal, and the reins of tranquility were taken from
my hands such that I proclaimed before all faces: “Sovereignty
belongeth unto Him Who hath, throughout all ages and cen-
turies, drawn His servants unto Himself through His call” By
God’s glory and grandeur, joy hath taken hold of me from all
directions in that thy honor hath rent asunder the veils that
prevented the servants from turning to the supreme horizon
and the most exalted summit. It is as though I heard from
the traces of thy pen the verses of thy attraction, thy burning,
and thy longing for God, the Powerful, the All-Forgiving, the
All-Loving. When I read and became acquainted therewith, I
approached the Presence and presented it before His Counte-
nance. The Master - may our souls be a sacrifice for Him -
said: “O Abu’l-Qasim! Upon thee be the peace of God and
His loving-kindness. The servant in attendance hath appeared
before the Face and presented thy letter. We found therein the
fragrance of thy love, thy turning unto God, thy sincerity, thy
certitude, thy steadfastness, and thy humility before God, the
Lord of the visible and invisible, and the Lord of the mighty
throne. By My life! Were anyone to hearken with the ear of
his true nature, he would hear from the very rock: ‘The king-
dom, the dominion, the glory and the power belong unto God,
the Lord of the worlds. Blessed is thine ear for having heard
the Call, and thine eye for having beheld the supreme horizon,
and thy standing before the Seat of Justice, and thy mention
and praise on a day wherein the idolaters have encompassed
the cities of God, the Master of what was and what shall be.”

O thou who soarest in the atmosphere of the love of God! It
behooveth thee and the believers to cling to the hem of the
robe of God’s loving-kindness and to beseech from the heaven
of His grace and the ocean of His bounty that He protect them
from the evil of the idolaters and change their weakness into
strength and their powerlessness into might. Verily, He is the
One Who hath power over whatsoever He willeth, and in His
grasp are the reins of all names. There is none other God but
Him, the Powerful, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. When thou
hearest the call of the Wronged One, turn thy face toward the
Kaaba of God, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting, and say:

Praised be Thou, O my God, for having guided me unto Thy
straight path, and given me the glad-tidings of Thy mighty
announcement, and illumined my heart with the light of Thy
oneness, and caused my tongue to speak of that which Thou
hast revealed in Thy Books, Thy Scrolls and Thy Tablets. Glo-
rified art Thou, O Sender of the winds and Cleaver of the dawn!

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

et e 31 G Bl 8 g b ey
Jé):g)&‘wjéﬁuv)-\&
SU ol pll il ot & e
Ss A 5 SlaeVl 3 esle #lay e oL
E o oA Gl 5wl dl 3k,
C‘ADL;E\QL,%\&PLS}LQQL@%\
o) 5 JeY BV A el e sl
10| QL,,T;J;)UTQA Cas K Ul
Sl Ll @) Sl Slesl
PSHURCNI JURTAJARCI) S U O]
b elss Ll Lol JB a1 plel o o
fbp- Rt 4::,'\;9) &) (:)Lu gi:lc (WLB\U
by KB 25 5 4o ) plel Sl ol
5 Sods 5 S5 Ko Ol o
o A Seta y Salid , Sy
oll Gl @y e Y by b
o g Bl ped ol a6 50l
A e L SG3Y b W) oy 4
ol Kol eV 331 (61, b STl
oy & Sl STL L, JW oF
by 08 b Sl dll Oue 05 201 Ll

o5,

b K Al ae T g WL L
5 4 dle ;T:) JL_ST{ \)i;.t.fu‘ ol u.-l;,wU
iz O dles 2 5 b e e
3 Bl gt J 5 oS 28
wad Byl Jo a0l syl
s sl Sl e Y T el
ot Sy Oy ikl T e 131 S

B3 g ) 81 28

Kbl o 4l gds & AL aH S
Cos s gl S s (50 gl
dil b Gl el 5, Susg i (B
St SVl Sy K57 G
Sl #loW Jb 5 ALY s L

43

ot



Vol. 94: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1307 A.H. (1889-1890) part II

BH11697

I beseech Thee by Thy Lamp which hath been assailed by the
tempests of the tyrannical among Thy servants and the storms
of the oppressors throughout the lands, to assist whosoever
hath acknowledged Thy oneness and confessed to that which
Thou hast revealed in Thy Books. O Lord! Thou hearest my
yearning in Thy love, and my longing and passion aroused by
the breezes of Thy Revelation. I beseech Thee to aid me in giv-
ing the glad-tidings to Thy servants of the appearance of Thy
signs and the manifestation of Thy evidences. Verily Thou art
the Almighty, the All-Bountiful, the Generous. There is no
God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

This servant is amazed at how the grace, favor, justice and
bounty of God, exalted be His glory, has influenced and con-
tinues to influence the world of being. The requirements of
wisdom confirmed His presence in a station from which all
have turned away, and enabled the hearing of utterances from
which all are debarred and deprived, save those whom His pre-
vailing Will and triumphant Purpose have chosen. Indeed the
world has been made new. The mysteries of utterance have,
by the will of the Desired One of the worlds, emerged from
the unseen into the visible realm, and from concealment into
manifestation. Since these favors have outwardly appeared
and been unveiled for that exalted one, it is hoped that he
may become the leader of God’s hosts, namely righteousness
and piety. Praiseworthy character is regarded as the mightiest
of hosts before the Lord of eternity. God willing, may they
with these hosts conquer the cities of wisdom and utterance,
and illumine the world with the light of knowledge. This mat-
ter hath never been difficult in God’s sight. With one word
He attracted the pure gem of justice and exalted it above the
heavens. He is the One Who doeth what He willeth by His
word “Be” and it is.

From your determination, assurance is gained that you will
summon a number of the heedless to the horizon of wisdom and
cause them to attain that which will make the tongues of all
realities proclaim the blessed words “The Kingdom is God’s.”
All the friends in that land have been and are remembered
before their Lord, and this servant hath besought for each one
blessings that are beyond reckoning and limitation.

Regarding what you wrote about the mention that would cause
the awareness of the servants - this is not permitted in those
lands according to the Command, for most of the people do
not distinguish between the mischief-maker and the reformer.
Rather, they have regarded and continue to regard the reformer
as the mischief-maker and the mischief-maker as the reformer.
The pillars of justice have been weakened, and likewise justice.
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This servant and you must beseech God to adorn His servants
with the ornament of fairness. That which is the cause of
joy and the source of gladness is that you were not deprived
of the ocean of favor and partook of that which shall endure
forever and shall always be remembered. May the unseen rein-
forcement render its assistance manifest, for the movement and
intention have been and are for the sake of God. The servant
beseecheth his Lord to draw you near, to fulfill your needs, and
to assist you in His remembrance and praise through wisdom
and utterance. Verily our Lord is the Almighty, the Powerful,
the Helper.

Concerning the mention of Haji Mirza Abu-Talib - may God
strengthen him - since it occurred before awareness of the
Cause that hath appeared, there was and is no harm in it.
I beseech God to ordain for him what He hath ordained for
His trusted ones and chosen ones. Verily He is the Almighty,
the Unconstrained. It is hoped that henceforth he may be
remembered before his Lord and not remain deprived of the
Most Great Ocean.

Concerning what was written about the blessed Book of Iqan,
God willing, all of it will reach your honor. Those who circle
round about all send their greetings and beseech God, exalted
be His glory, for your confirmation. Peace, remembrance and
praise be upon your honor and upon the righteous servants of
God. May He bestow upon all a portion from the effulgences
of the Orb of divine favor - a portion that is enduring and
everlasting. Similarly, all other items were received. This is
quite clear and evident: that any matter which is blended with
love is reckoned among the great bounties in the sight of God.
I convey greetings to all the loved ones in that land, and I
beseech God, exalted be His glory, on behalf of each one, for
that which its fragrance shall never cease to waft from the cities
of the sincere and detached ones. Verily He has power over all
things.

2 His honor Aqa Mirza Kazim, upon him be the peace of God

- during the previous occasion, at the time of the arrival of
your letter, permission was granted. It is hoped that he will
attain to that which he desires. Peace, remembrance and glory
be upon your honor and upon those with you and upon those
who have attained unto the Word of God and His love and who
have acted according to that which they were commanded in
His mighty and impregnable Book. And praise be to God, the
Lord of the worlds.
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To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aga), in Port Said

Date: 1307-07-01 [1890-Feb-21]

He is God - exalted be His glory, His grandeur and His might!

Praise be to that sovereign Lord who has raised up among the
servants of the world the banner proclaiming “Verily I am the
Lord of existence.” Through the sword of His utterance, He
has freed the mute and stammering ones of the world from
the darkness of names and the pit of suspicions and vain imag-
inings. The banner of His justice was not prevented by the
oppression of the deniers, nor was His Testament of Truth fol-
lowed by obliteration. Glorified be His majesty, all-pervading
be His bounty, and exalted be His station! And blessings and
peace be upon the Speaking Book of God and His Speaking
Scripture, His manifest Mystery and His supreme, triumphant,
and all-revealing Word, at whose birth the Kingdom and all
therein proclaimed “Unto God, the Lord of all worlds!” And
upon His kindred and companions, through whom the light of
justice shone forth from the horizon of the heaven of God’s
grace, the Mighty, the Great - such blessings as will draw unto
them all hearts and souls and cause all created things to as-
cend.

My spirit be a sacrifice unto your steadfastness, your love,
and your service! The blessed Tablet which was adorned by
the Most Pure Pen of my Lord and Master, His Holiness the
Greater Branch — may my soul and my very essence be a sac-
rifice unto the dust of His feet — illumined the eye of the body
and flesh, and the sight of the heart and spirit. The greater por-
tion of that blessed Tablet made mention of the steadfastness,
devotion, sincerity, service, and favor of His Holiness. Every
word among its words beareth witness to the love and affection
of His Holiness. In truth, it is the choice wine of utterance, the
dawning-place of joy and the dayspring of gladness. All this
is through the bounty of God, our Lord and the Lord of our
fathers, and the Lord of all who are in the heavens and on
earth.

I submit one of the blessed words so that the degrees of His
favor may become clear and evident. His sweetest words are:
“At present I am occupied with writing in the home of the
honored Afnan, upon him be the Glory of God, the Most Mer-
ciful. I am deeply abashed and affected by their troubles and
love. I hope they will present this at the Most Holy Court and
that mention will be made concerning them from the Source
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of Grace, such that will relieve this servant’s embarrassment.
We can do nothing greater than this for them, nor is there
anything greater.” Likewise this blessed word was recorded:
“Their presence and being in this land is necessary and serves
the needs of all travelers to this region in a way that cannot be
surpassed.” Praise be to God, His traces have perfumed and
illumined those regions.

After submitting these matters, He spoke these words before
me: “God willing, there shall appear from my Afnan that
which will guide the people to the Light that has shone forth
and gleamed from the horizon of God’s Will, the Master of the
Day of Judgment. O my Afnan! Upon you be my peace, my re-
membrance and my praise.” I beseech and we beseech God, ex-
alted be His glory, to free and deliver His servants from names
that are the dawning-places of idle fancies and vain imaginings.
He is the All-Bountiful, Whose bounty the opposition of His
servants has not prevented, and Whose generosity the darkness
of existence has not veiled.

O Afnan! This is the Day wherein the Dawn of Manifestation
has unfurled its banner and the Temple of Justice its standards.
Blessed are those servants who hold fast to the Truth and are
detached and free from all else. This Wronged One counsels
that the honored Afnan not be saddened by what has occurred.
In truth, you have been and are partner with the Wronged
One in the tribulations that have befallen Him. Glory be to
God! God, exalted be His glory, has made the land of Shin the
dawning-place of light and fire - that is, the manifestation of
these two is more evident and mighty in that land before God,
for the fire of corruption from the tree of opposition appeared
and blazed forth in that land and city before all other lands.
The arrows of the oppressors and the swords of the malicious
ones who broke the Covenant and Testament and denied God’s
decree on the day of separation have assailed the Manifestation
of Justice.

These days are, in the sight of God, days of supreme rejoic-
ing, for the Sovereign of Manifestation is established upon the
throne of Sinai, and the call of the blessed Lote-Tree is raised at
every moment. Therefore, should the kindred be summoned
from that land, it would be acceptable in the sight of God
and adorned with the embellishment of divine permission. Af-
ter the sorrows that have been experienced, this mighty glad-
tiding which proceedeth from the Most Exalted Horizon hath
been and shall ever remain the cause and source of immea-
surable joy and gladness. The Greater Branch hath likewise
made entreaty concerning this matter. Now it hath come to
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pass in accordance both with consultation and with the divine
Will. For a long time this Wronged One hath been mindful of
them. In any case, this news is relief after affliction and joy
after sorrow.

O Afnan! At this moment the Sun of permission has risen and
shone forth from the horizon of the heaven of will. Give glad
tidings to the Leaf and those with her on My behalf of My
permission, which is the ultimate hope of the seekers and the
goal of the hearts of the mystics. The glory from Us be upon
you, O Afnan, and upon the son, and upon those who have
believed in God and performed good deeds and what they were

commanded in the Book of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

From this bestowed permission, boundless joy is attained. In
truth, this is a great bestowal regarding those who are wronged
in the path of God. This evanescent servant has at all times
beseeched and continues to beseech that He may bring forth
from potentiality to the realm of manifestation the means of
nearness and meeting for those who have been consumed by
the fire of separation from His presence for years, and from

concealment to disclosure. Verily, He is powerful over all things.

It is hoped that this matter will be arranged with utmost joy
and delight, and that the Causer of causes will manifest a cause
that will become the source of joy for the hearts of His male
and female servants. He is the Bestower, the Mighty.

As commanded, this letter must be preserved, for people are
inclined to objection rather than justice and fairness. One
Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet was revealed specifically for
the Afnan of the land of Shin, upon him be the Most Glorious
Glory of God, and was sent. Your honor should review it and
forward it. I present my greetings to the service of the brilliant
star, his honor Afnan Aqa Siyyid Aqa, upon him be the glory
of God and His favors, and likewise to the loved ones of that
land. For all, I seek that which is the cause of the elevation of
character among people and unity among the servants. Peace,
remembrance, and glory be upon your honor and upon those
with you, and those who love you and hear your words in their
turning to God, the Lord of the Mighty Throne.

The servant First of Rajab 1307
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To: Abdullah Samandari
Date: 1307-07-01 [1890-Feb-21]

He is the One Who Expoundeth, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise!

O servant of God! Upon thee be the grace and loving-kindness
of God. The letter of the honorable sheikh (may God, the
Blessed, the Most High, strengthen him) was perused. Praise
be to God, they have attained His favors. We beseech God,
the Blessed, the Most High, to strengthen him and assist him
in that which He loveth and is pleased with, and to rain down
upon him from the clouds of His mercy a blessing from His
presence and a bounty from His own Self. Verily, He is the
All-Bountiful, the All-Generous.

O servant of God! Upon thee be the peace and bounty of God.
The true and manifest tidings are that one manifestation from
the manifestations of the Sun of Truth pertains to him, and
one word from the words of the Mother Book hath he attained,
and one melody from the melodies hath reached the Kingdom
of utterance, and one letter from the attraction of the Call hath
arrived at the gate of the Most Great Name. Upon Javad be
My glory and loving-kindness; he hath become connected with
the ocean of divine generosity. We have heard of his ascension,
his turning and his devotion, and We have sent down for him
that which causeth the realities of all things to be attracted. By
My life! Through My mention the ocean of forgiveness surged
in the Most Exalted Kingdom, and the sun of pardon and
bestowal shone forth from the horizon of the Will of God, the
Lord of the Mighty Throne and the Sublime Seat. Verily, We
have purified him with the water of utterance and caused him
to enter a station adorned with the glances of loving-kindness,
embellished with the lights of the Countenance, and illumined
with the light of recognition. Exalted is the All-Merciful Who
hath sent down the verses and manifested the clear proofs and
hath spoken that wherefrom the fragrance of utterance hath
been wafted throughout contingent being. Verily, He is the
Forgiving, the Merciful.

We testify that Javad hath attained unto the ocean of generos-
ity and bounty among the nations, and turned unto God when
most of creation turned away from Him, and acknowledged
this Day when the people denied it, and showed forth love and
devotion when the fire of hatred was kindled. Upon him be My
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glory and the glory of those in God’s Kingdom and dominion,
and the glory of those in the heavens and the earth.

We enjoin the loved ones to patience and steadfastness, and
We beseech the True One to illumine all with the lights of
the Orb of grace. O people of God! Be not grieved by that
which hath befallen you. We testify that ye have attained
unto that which cannot be equaled by treasures nor by the
wealth of the princes of the earth. This Manifest Book beareth
witness to this. Take, in My Name, the All-Glorious, the cup
of joy, then drink therefrom once in My Name, and again in My
remembrance, and yet again by My command, in spite of Mine
enemies, and yet again by the light of My wondrous Cause.

Praise be to God that in this time each of the friends hath
attained that which hath no likeness or equal. They have at-
tained the choice wine of My remembrance in the Kingdom
of My utterance from the cup of one of My branches who is
present before My face and who writeth My verses by My all-
compelling will that prevaileth over all who are in the heavens
and the earth.

O servant of God! We beseech the True One to assist the loved
ones in that land to such deeds as will cause the elevation of the
Cause of God. By the life of God! The helper of the Truth hath
ever been deeds and character. Say: My God, my God! Assist
Thy loved ones in that which will cause the exaltation of Thy
Most Exalted Word in the world of creation, then aid them to
triumph in Thy Cause through wisdom and utterance. Verily,
Thou art the Mighty, the Glorious, the Bestower. The friends
of Ishqabad have acted in a way that has been accepted in glory
- they transformed the weapons of warfare into conciliation and
love. Blessed are they! When tribulations descended upon
them, they held fast to patience by the command of the All-
Patient Lord and maintained forbearance. Two deeds which
are truly considered among the greatest of all deeds in the sight
of the Self-Sufficient, the Most High, were manifested by them:
first, refraining from retaliation against the oppressors, namely
the tyrannical Shi’ih party, and second, interceding with the
authorities on behalf of their enemies. This is the conduct
that has been and is worthy of the people of Baha. Glory be
to them, joy be to them, and light be to them! Now beseech ye
God to illumine the hearts of the friends of that land with the
light of unity, that the horizons of the world may be brightened
by a single light, lest there appear from them that which would
prevent them from attaining the most exalted station and the
supreme summit.
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In these days Jinab-i-Samandar, upon him be My glory and
My loving-kindness, has mentioned the deceased and elevated
one, and likewise has repeatedly mentioned the friends of that
land. Jinab-i-Javad, upon him be My glory and My loving-
kindness - We beseech God, exalted be He, to assist him with
the hosts of grace and to confirm him in that which He loves
and is pleased with. Indeed, steadfastness has been manifested
by him and those associated with the aforementioned one.

Yesterday Ismu’llah attained Our presence and mentioned
Jinab-i-Darbaghi, upon him be My glory and My loving-
kindness, and afterwards sent his letter to Our presence.
Blessed is he and joy be unto him! Praise be to God, they
have succeeded in teaching the Cause of God, and there was
revealed from the Most Exalted Pen especially for him that
which caused pure gems to appear from dust and transcended
the heavens. His mention has been remembered and his name
renowned. We beseech God, exalted be His glory, to cause
the servants of that land to become detached through the
loving counsels of His friends and to guide them to the highest
horizon.

Some time ago Hibatu’llah, upon him be My glory, sent a let-
ter to the Most Holy Court wherein he mentioned the friends.
Each one has been blessed with divine favors and received their
portion from the ocean of utterance. The door of grace is open,
the sun of mercy is shining, the ocean of generosity is surg-
ing before all faces - blessed are they that attain! We make
mention of each of the handmaidens of God and give them the
glad-tidings of the effulgences of the light of divine favor. O My
handmaidens and My leaves! Ye have attained to that which
most of the men on earth are deprived of. Today, the steadfast
and assured maidservants are recorded and mentioned in the
Crimson Book above the men. We counsel the handmaidens
of God to observe the Most Great Chastity, trustworthiness,
religiosity, truthfulness and purity.

O my God, O my God! Aid Thy loved ones, both men and
women, to achieve such deeds and character as will cause the
fragrance of Thy good pleasure and acceptance to be diffused.
The light that shineth resplendent from the horizon of the
heaven of bounty be upon the people of Baha, whom the hosts
have not weakened nor the ranks intimidated. They have
turned unto Thee and said: “We believe in Thee, O Thou
the Goal of the mystics and the Beloved of all who are in the
heavens and on earth!”
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To: Mirza Abdullah Tabib et al., in Tihran
Date: 1307-07-01 [1890-Feb-21]

He is the Hearer of Justice and the Answerer through Grace!

The ocean of joy hath surged and the countenance of God, the
Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting, hath smiled, inasmuch as
the Call hath been raised from the Land of Ta unto the Most
Exalted Horizon and hath gladdened the dwellers of the Most
Glorious Paradise and the Supreme Heaven by the arising of
the Hands of the Cause and the Manifestations of Utterance
before the Kaaba of God with a clear covenant and firm pledge,
that the world and all that dwell therein might be illumined by
the light of unity and concord. Exalted, exalted is this most
high station! Exalted, exalted is this Covenant through which
the scrolls of names have been renewed and the stations of the
people of Baha have been elevated among all humanity!

O my God, O Fashioner of names and Creator of heaven! By
Thy might and Thy majesty, Thy power and Thy sovereignty,
I find no hosts more mighty than the covenant of Thy cho-
sen ones before Thy face and their pledge to aid Thy Cause
and exalt Thy Word. O Lord! Assist them with the hosts of
righteousness and piety, and with that detachment whereby
the gates of glory and bounty were opened to all who dwell
on earth and in heaven. O Lord! Aid them with the banners
of Thy utterance and the standards of Thy remembrance and
praise, and ordain for them that which shall make them mani-
festations of Thy virtues and names and dawning-places of Thy
generosity and bestowals. Thou seest them, O my God, turn-
ing toward the horizon of Thy grace and desiring to serve Thy
Cause amongst Thy servants. Write down for them, then, with
Thy Most Exalted Pen, every good thing Thou hast sent down
in Thy Books and Thy Scriptures, Thy Scrolls and Thy Tablets.
Verily Thou art He through Whose Most Great Name the world
was subdued and through Whose Most Noble Name the gates
of munificence and bounty were opened unto all peoples. I
beseech Thee, O Thou Who art the Object of the knowledge
of the wise and the Beloved of all who dwell in the heavens
and the earth, to assist His Majesty the Sultan to turn unto
Thee and to manifest Thy justice through Thy name. O Lord!
Aid him through Thy party, then preserve him with the hosts
of the seen and the unseen. Verily Thou art the Lord of all
creation. There is none other God but Thee, the Strong, the
Triumphant, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.
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O Ali-Qabil-Akbar!  Upon thee be My glory and loving-
kindness. Thy letters have attained unto Our presence and
been heard. In truth, all that was mentioned therein was
the cause of joy and gladness, for its words and letters were
perfumed with the fragrance of unity and concord. I truly
say: This New Covenant is in itself a mighty host. We have
ordained it for the conquest of the citadels of hearts through
Our Name, the Mighty, the Beloved. We hope that through
these new and wondrous means the foundation of God’s Cause
will be made firm and steadfast. Some time ago these verses
were revealed and sent to one of the wise ones - upon him
be My glory: O Wise One! The power and structure of faith
has grown weak in all regions of the world. The supreme
remedy is needed. The dross of nations has seized them; the
greatest elixir is required. O Wise One! Has the crown of
victory such power as to transform diverse elements in a single
thing and bring them to the station of pure gold? Though
such transformation appears difficult and complex, yet the
transformation of earthly power to heavenly power is possible
in the sight of this Wronged One. That which effects this
transformation is greater than the elixir. This station and this
power are specific to the Word of God. It is the essence that
transforms fear into certitude, weakness into strength, and
abasement into glory.

5 Ome drop from the ocean of divine wisdom struck Badi’ and

like a ball of fire he sought martyrdom. His moisture was
transformed to heat, his weakness to power, his sluggishness
to swiftness. At this time, what is needed is to seek healing
from the Incomparable Almighty for prevalent chronic diseases.
We beseech from the ocean of bounty of God, exalted be His
glory, protection for you and the friends of that land. Verily
He will protect you and aid you as He protected and aided
you before. Behold the prison and its transformation, and the
Cause and its sovereignty. In utter weakness complete power
is manifest, and in poverty the kingdom of wealth is evident.
Blessed are they who perceive and are fair-minded.

The glad-tidings of unity and concord illumined the horizons.
Glory be to God! The oppression of the friends in Ishqabad
became as conquering hosts and rendered a great victory to the
Cause of God. These are the results of the wisdom revealed
from the Supreme Pen in scriptures and tablets. Blessed are
they who understand.

The essence of counsel and advice is this: if any of the friends
commits an unseemly deed or manifests anything improper,
the trusted ones of the Cause should, with utmost love and
kindness, wisdom and care, gently and affectionately counsel
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and advise that soul. Surely such words, when offered purely
for the sake of God, will be penetrating, helpful and nurturing.

Say: My God, my God! Aid all on earth to attain unto Thy
presence and cause them to recognize what Thou hast ordained
for them in Thy Books. Then adorn the teachers with the or-
nament of sanctity among Thy servants. Then through Thy
power make their words penetrating. Then make them bear-
ers of the standard of detachment and righteousness. Verily
Thou art the Lord of creation, and the One with power over
whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee,
the Commander, the All-Wise.

The glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of My mercy
be upon thee and upon those who are with thee and who hear-
ken to thy words concerning this firm, wise Cause.
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GWB#099x, GPB.217x, PDC.184x, WOB.181x BLIB_ Orl5716.066.07x, BN_suppl.1753.116-
118, BRL_DA#648, GWBP#099 p.131x,
LHKMS3.375, PYB#156 p.03x
To: Mirza Muhammad Ibrahim Tabib, in Yazd

Date: 1307-07-01 [1890-Feb-21]

He is the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise!

O Abraham! A Friend [of God] hath appeared from God, and
the Hand of Divine favor preserved him from the fire of the
idolaters, nay rather, transformed that vengeance into bounty
and mercy. His mention is renowned throughout the world
and is a mighty cause for those who mount the pulpit. Most
of the peoples of the world are occupied with his remembrance
and that of his son, who in the Book of Deeds was designated
and mentioned as the Sacrifice of God by the Pen of the Self-
Sufficient, the Exalted.

Yet in this Most Great Revelation, how many pure, assured,
well-pleased and enkindled souls have intended the place of sac-
rifice and offered up their lives! However, the unjust servants
have veiled the high and most exalted stations of these souls
through the veils of self and desire. Glory be to God! What
has become of justice and fairness? Where have hearing and
sight gone?
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O Abraham! The first sacrifice attained to sacrifice and re-
turned to his place, but in this Revelation all have achieved
the most great martyrdom. Say: O people! Observe with di-
vine vision and hearken with true hearing, that perchance ye
may attain unto that which hath no likeness or peer. Ask of
God that He may aid His servants to that which beseemeth
them, and adorn the people of the world with the light of de-
tachment and the raiment of godliness. He is powerful and
mighty. There is no God but Him, the Powerful, the Most
High, the Most Glorious.

5 Praise be to God! That soul hath attained to recognition and
likewise to serving the servants in the path of God - servants
who have detached themselves from the world and clung to the
horizon of Revelation. Blessed art thou and blessed is he who
hath aided and will aid the friends of God in His earth and
His trusted ones in His lands. The glory from Us be upon thee
and upon those who have turned to the Most High Horizon
and believed in the One, the All-Informed.
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To: Haji Siyyid Hashim, in Yazd
Date: 1307-07-01 [1890-Feb-21]

In the Name of Him through Whom We have subdued the
horizons.

The emigrant is present and, after the dawning of the Luminary
of Permission from the horizon of Will, he acted as thy deputy
in that which leadeth to salvation and eternal life. Beseech
thou God to preserve this most exalted station through the
hosts of piety. O Hashim! We implore God, glorified be His
majesty, to aid thee and His loved ones to shatter the idols of
vain imaginings and to rend asunder the veils of the peoples.
This is not difficult for God. Time and again have We stated
that the Shepherd of sheep became the Guide of nations, and
the Fisher of fish was endowed with divine wisdom. Say: My
God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having given me to drink,
from the hand of Thy bounty, the Kawthar of Thy knowledge,
and for having caused me to turn toward Thy most exalted
horizon, holding fast to Thy firm cord. I beseech Thee, O
God of Names and Creator of heaven, by Thy Most Great
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Name through which Thou hast subdued the nations, to ordain
for me that which will draw me nigh unto Thee and to grant
me, from the hand of Thy grace, the Kawthar of reunion with
Thee. O Lord! The mountain of rebellion seeketh the ocean
of Thy forgiveness, and the abased one calleth upon Thee by
Thy name, the Mighty, the Bountiful. O Lord! Grant us the
sweetness of Thy utterance and the vision of the pearls of Thy
knowledge and wisdom which Thou hast manifested from the
treasuries of Thy Most Exalted Pen. Verily Thou art the One
Who hath power over whatsoever He willeth, and in Thy grasp
are the reins of all things. There is none other God but Thee,
the Possessor of the Day of Resurrection.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Ahmad Afnan, in Istanbul
Date: 1307-07-01 [1890-Feb-21]

...I beseech God, glorified be His majesty, to assist each one
to be adorned with those virtues that are the cause of the
spread of justice and equity among all parties. In truth, in the
first degree and primary station, the purpose of creation has
been and is the manifestation of trustworthiness, religiosity,
truthfulness and sincerity, for these attributes are the cause of
rest, assurance and tranquility. Blessed are those souls who
have attained unto these....
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To: Aga Muhammad Rida Nahhas (Nazareth), in Nablus
Date: 1307-07-07 [1890-Feb-27]

He is God, exalted be His glory, might, grandeur and power!

2 Praise be to God Who taught the Supreme Pen that whereby
the realities of all things were attracted, and caused it to speak
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His praise and glorification in the kingdom of names. And
peace and blessings be upon the Lord of His chosen ones, the
Dawning-Place of His knowledge amongst His servants, and
the Source of His command throughout His lands - He through
Whose grace speech was revealed and Whom God taught ex-
pression - and upon His family and companions, the daysprings
of the horizons of His might, power, grandeur and sovereignty.

To proceed: Your letters arrived repeatedly, each one a perfect
blessing and all-encompassing joy that seized the foundations
and adorned them with the ornament of delight. After reading
them, I proceeded to His presence and presented them before
Him. The Lord - may our souls be a sacrifice for Him - spoke
thus:

Praise be to God! The station is desirable and the companion
sought after, for truly rare indeed has it been and continues to
be. In truth, a soul adorned with human attributes is seen as
rare as red sulphur, nay rarer still. Should a soul be confirmed
and perceive the fragrance of the utterance of the Purpose
of all worlds from the Surih of the All-Merciful, then at that
moment this station and its loftiness will become somewhat ev-
ident. His blessed and exalted Word states: “The All-Merciful
taught the Qur’an, created man, taught him utterance.” Now
man is the station of the gathering of all gatherings. God hath
made him the Dawning-Place of His most beautiful names, the
Dayspring of His most exalted attributes, the recipient of His
knowledge amidst humanity, and the source of His command-
ments and ordinances in the realm of creation. Verily, he is the
gate of God’s wisdom amongst His servants and the treasure of
knowledge amidst His creation. Through him God hath mani-
fested whatsoever He hath willed. Verily, He is the Master of
creation, and within His grasp lies the reins of all matters from
beginning to end.

Jinab-i-Mizban Shuma, may God the Blessed, the Most High,
strengthen him, is among those of the aforementioned station,
meaning he is considered human in the sight of God. Blessed
be he!l We beseech God to strengthen him, assist him, and
ordain for him that which will exalt his name in His lands
among His servants. Verily, He has power over all things.

Praise be to God! In every instance, His Honor Effendi, may
God strengthen him through His Eternal Name, is mentioned,
and surely there are effects and fruits from this mention. We
beseech God, the Blessed, the Most High, to strengthen His
Honor and manifest for him what has been ordained. Verily,
He is the All-Bountiful, the Generous.
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In your previous letter, spiritual friend, you mentioned the
feast gathering and attendance thereat, as well as the presence
of the distinguished orator, namely His Honor Shaykh Abbas,
may God the Most High assist him. Although this servant has
not had the honor of meeting him, I beseech the True One,
exalted be His glory, to sanctify the orators of the world and
adorn them with the ornament of knowledge and deeds. Verily,
our Lord is the Hearer, the Answerer.

However, when your letter arrived, a learned person present
recognized him and said that he is truly a servant of the gov-
ernment with sincerity, and has revealed the secrets of certain
religious leaders who are in fact opposed to the nation and
government, this being the result of association and friendship.
Then another person said that according to your mention, he
is an inspector from the government. This servant stated that
we do not know these things - we consider all as servants of
God unless we witness wrongdoing with our own eyes, and in
any case, we pray for all and have no secrets ourselves except
the mention of God and His oneness.

Then he wished to say a few words, but it was observed that
perhaps words might arise causing displeasure to both parties,
so this servant arose and the meeting concluded. In truth,
what causes joy and delight to this servant is that you are
in the presence of an accomplished and distinguished person,
namely His Honor Effendi. This is a great bounty and an
exalted station. Thanks be to God, the Powerful, the Mighty.

Regarding what you wrote about His Honor and his good deeds,
good intentions, and good fellowship - yes, yes, this servant
bears witness, and likewise the friends of this land and their
chief all testify that His Honor possesses praiseworthy qualities
and laudable attributes. I beseech the True One, exalted be
His station, to increase his station at all times. Verily, He is the
Mighty, the Generous, and He is the Forgiving, the Merciful.

The friends around the Master all send greetings and especially
ask for you that which befits His generosity. And now, the
apple of our eye, His Honor Aga Mirza Mustafa, upon him be
9 6 6 [Baha'u’llah], sends greetings and mentions that spiritual
friend in various stations. We beseech God to strengthen him
and you and His loved ones in what He loves and is pleased
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with. Verily, He is the Lord of all beings and the Master of the
last and the first.

Peace and mercy be upon you and upon God’s righteous ser-

vants.

The servant 7 Rajab 1307
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To: Haji Siyyid Muhammad Afnan son of Afnan Kabir et al.
Date: 1307-07-15 [1890-Mar-7]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

Verily doth praise praise its Lord and say: O concourse of the
righteous! O assembly of the chosen ones! This Day is My
Day, for He hath appeared Who was promised, He for Whose
sake the essence of praise and thanksgiving and glorification

was created and brought forth from nothingness into being.

Glory be to God! Spiritual contentions have arisen - from one
direction praise and thanksgiving are heard, from another sight
and hearing. Yet this servant hath confirmed and doth confirm
them all, for in the first rank and primal station, this Day is
indeed the Day of the aforementioned four. That which stands
as a barrier and veil is naught but the vain imaginings of the
former people and their suppositions. This veil hath been rent
asunder by the blessed word “I have turned my face toward
Him Who hath created the heavens and the earth” - but this
is evident only to those possessed of true power and divine
might, not to the foolish rabble.

Glory be to Thee, O Helper of the chosen ones and Revealer of
mysteries! I beseech Thee by the fire of the Tree beyond which
there is no passing, whereby Thou didst cause Thy sweetest
call to be heard and didst cast Thy most exalted Word upon
those who have witnessed and seen. I testify, O my God, that
that which was hidden in Thy knowledge and treasured within
the stronghold of Thy protection and infallibility hath been
revealed. O God of existence and Lord of the seen and unseen!
I beseech Thee by Thy greatest bounty and by the mysteries
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hidden and treasured with Thee, O Lord of all beings, to open
the doors of ease and hope to the faces of the people of Baha.
O Lord! This is Thy Day which Thou hast exalted through
Thy grace above the heavens of Thy power, wherein Thou hast
caused to flow from Thy Most Exalted Pen the Kawthar of
immortality, making each drop thereof the water of life for
all contingent beings, reviving thereby worlds which none but
Thyself hath discovered and which none but Thy knowledge
hath encompassed.

O Lord! After my confession of that which Thou hast revealed
in Thy Books, manifested through Thy Pen, and uttered by
the tongue of Thy grandeur, I beseech Thee by the Lord of
all names, Who hath chosen for Himself a prison in ‘Akka,
that Thou mayest raise up, through Thy Will which Thou hast
placed above the knowledge of Thy servants, souls possessed
of great might and powerful sovereignty to exalt Thy Cause
amidst all religions through wisdom and utterance - souls who
have cast away the world and all that is therein and have taken
hold of that which Thou hast commanded them through Thy
bounty and generosity, that the signs of Thy sovereignty may
be manifested in Thy lands and the evidences of Thy Will may
encompass Thy servants.

O Lord! These are they who have cast aside what they pos-
sessed in hope of what lieth with Thee, and who desire naught
on earth save to establish Thy Cause, to exalt Thy Word, and
to manifest Thy power and might. Strengthen them, O my
God, at every moment with the hosts of Thy majesty and
power, that there may appear that which they have purposed
in Thy days. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, unto Whose power
all the atoms of creation have testified, and before Whose
wrathful glance the mountains have melted away.

I beseech Thee at the end of my remembrance, O my Lord and
my Support, to assist Thy loved ones and then enable those
who have violated Thy Covenant and Thy Testament to seek
forgiveness in the court of Thy holiness and to return to the
horizon of Thy mercy and might. O Thou Who art the Beloved
of the Messengers and the Desire of the hearts of them that
are nigh unto Thee! The servant desireth naught in all creation
save what Thou hast desired for him through Thy bounty and
ordained for him through Thy grace. Yet he beseecheth Thee
and imploreth from the heaven of Thy generosity the deliv-
erance of Thy servants and their purification from all that be-
seemeth them not in the presence of the revelations of the lights
of the Orb of Thy manifestation. O Lord! Aid them through
Thy bestowal, strengthen them through Thy sovereignty, and
inspire in them, through Thy grace which hath encompassed
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all existence both seen and unseen, that which hath escaped
them. There is none other God but Thee, the Almighty, the
Glorious, the All-Loving.

May my spirit be a sacrifice for your service, your steadfastness,
and your devotedness. Your letter was like the morning rain,
watering the soil of the heart. Immediately the saplings of joy
and delight sprouted and grew tall. I beseech the Most High
to raise them ever higher, for verily He is the Powerful, the
Mighty, the Bestower.

After being enkindled by the fire ignited in your words and
learning their contents, I approached the Most High Kingdom
and, after gaining full permission, presented your letter. These
firm verses were revealed from the Kingdom of Utterance. His
mighty word and exalted proof states:

In My Name, the Manifest, the Speaker, the All-Knowing

O My Afnan!
The servant in attendance came before Us and read thy letter,
and We hearkened unto it with the ear of grace. Thereupon
the ocean of thy Lord’s utterance surged, revealing unto thee
the pearls of wisdom and utterance as a token of His grace,
for He is the Mighty, the All-Bountiful. This is a Day wherein
every one who hath turned unto Him hath prospered, and every
deceitful opposer hath lost. Say: O people! By the life of
God, ye were created for this Day. The Most Great Book, its
letters and words, and its Mother Book bear witness to this,
as ordained by God, the Lord of all men. We testify that thou
hast spoken the truth in what thou hast mentioned regarding
these matters. We beseech God to assist His Afnan in pure
justice and to adorn them with the raiment of the Most Great
Trustworthiness. Verily, He is the Powerful, the Chosen One.

O thou who soarest in the atmosphere of My love! We have
revealed in the Tablets that which will elevate the stations of
those who have turned to the Countenance and witnessed what
the Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken in the final abode. By
the life of God! Should anyone hold fast to what hath been
ordained, he would find himself in the highest station. No
thing would harm him, nor the objections of any treacherous
denier. Say: He hath come for the salvation of the world and
the elevation of your stations. Fear God and follow not every
heedless doubter.

In Persian We say: That which that Afnan hath mentioned is
the truth, without doubt. Ask from the Truth that He may
assist all to attain unto that which leadeth to the glory of
the Cause and its acceptance. Whoso is for God, God is for
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him. Today all must gaze toward the horizon and be engaged
in service. This is the station of the Afnan of the Blessed
Tree. In previous years bounty and blessings were sent down
from the heaven of generosity, but due to certain deeds they
were suspended. Say: Aforetime all proclaimed: “My God,
my God! Thou seest and knowest what hath appeared from
Thy loved ones in Thy days. I beseech Thee to assist them to
arise to compensate for what hath passed them by in exalting
Thy Word. Then inspire them with that which will draw them
nigh unto Thee and elevate them through Thy name among
Thy servants. Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the Guardian,
the Mighty, the Self-Subsisting.”

The Glory from Us be upon thee and upon those who are with
thee, who love thee and hearken to thy word concerning the
Cause of God, the Lord of what was and what shall be.

O honored Afnan Muhsin, upon thee be My glory and loving-
kindness! Whatsoever he hath heard from the tongue of the
Wronged One he will surely mention, for he hath attained unto
Our presence and meeting for extended periods and hath heard
that which hath been and is the cause of the descent of heavenly
sustenance and eternal blessing. We send from this spot Our
glorification unto him and give him the glad-tidings of God’s
mercy and bounty. We beseech God to grant him success and
assist him in that which He loveth and is pleased with, and
to ordain for him what He hath ordained for His trusted ones.
Verily, He is the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing.

We convey Our greetings to the loved ones in that land. We
beseech God to protect them from the evil of His enemies and
to send down upon them from the heaven of bounty that which
shall endure as long as His most beautiful names endure. Verily,
He is the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful. End.

The blessed, exalted and decisive words each testify to the
mercy, grace and favor of the Truth, exalted be His glory, in re-
lation to the Afnan, upon them be the glory of the All-Merciful.
From the earliest days until now, His Holiness has been gaz-
ing toward the horizon of God’s Cause and has arisen to serve
to the extent possible. This word has repeatedly been heard
from the Divine tongue: no deed among deeds can equal this
testimony. The grace of the Divine Tree has encompassed all,
appearing at every moment with manifest splendor and evident
radiance. Blessed are ye and those with you.

7 The details of matters that must be presented by command are

as follows: After the arrival of the honored Afnan, Mr. A and
H, and the esteemed Amin, upon them be the Most Glorious
Glory of God, some days passed. One day Amin was present
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before Him and He said: “O Amin, praise be to God, the Af-
nan has arrived and attained the presence. Now they should
occupy themselves with their commercial affairs.” In response
he submitted: “According to what is known, the honored Aqa
Siyyid Mirza has deemed it advisable that they proceed to
Bombay, however they have had and have no inclination what-
soever toward that direction.”

He said: “If this is so, let them proceed to the Great City, that
perchance the calumnies of the objectors and slanderers may
be dispelled and the people of that city may become aware of
the truth of the Cause, for the honored Afnan - the honored
Aqa Siyyid Ahmad and the honored Aga Siyyid Muhsin and
the honored Amin and the honored Nazir and other compan-
ions - all suddenly departed from the Great City toward the
Prison. The deniers and objectors found occasion and wrote
to various places that ‘these people have taken large sums of
our money and fled” And Abbas-Ali Kazerouni sent letters
to Egypt; those very letters were forwarded to the Most Holy
Court. We seek refuge in God from the calumnies contained
in those inflammatory papers. In any case, that heedless liar
united with two others and spread that which became the cause
and reason for preventing the servants from turning to and
drawing near.”

Therefore, by command the honored Afnan and the honored
Amin proceeded to the Great City, and some time after their
departure, a letter arrived either from the Holy Land or from
the honored Afnan Haji Siyyid Mirza, upon him be the Most
Glorious Glory of God, stating that the honored Afnan Aqa
Siyyid Ahmad, upon him be the Glory of God and His favor,
should proceed to the land of Ha.

After this matter was presented in the Most Holy, Most Ex-
alted Court, He said: “Write to Ahmad, upon him be My
Glory and favor, that since Mirza has so intended, thou must
proceed with utmost speed.” However, this servant knew and
knows with absolute certainty that if any benefit would have
appeared from his presence in the land of Ha, surely the com-
mand to proceed to the Sublime Gate would not have been
issued, although it was necessary, in view of the honor of the
Cause and the exaltation of the Word and the manifestation of
trustworthiness and religiosity and truthfulness and sincerity
in that city. The honored Afnan Aqa Siyyid Muhsin, upon
him be the Glory of God and His favor, is aware of the details
and will mention them before His Holiness.

At one time this supreme blessed word emerged from the
Dayspring of Will, exalted be His glory: The honored Afnan,
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that is Mirza, upon him be My Glory, must consider the
outcome of every matter and then execute it. However, due to
the multiplicity of occupation, most of which neither nourishes
nor satisfies, they have been heedless, having failed to observe
the affairs from all sides and to reflect upon their outcome.
Now we beseech God, exalted be His glory, to open a door of
bounty and to set all matters aright. We informed Our servant
who was present, the Afnan, that is, Aga Siyyid Ahmad, to
proceed to that direction, but it was and is without fruit.
Now hope of fruit lies in the return of the Afnan himself, Aqa
Siyyid Mirza, to that land.

2 After news arrived of the summons of the honored Afnan of

the Land, or the esteemed Afnan, that is His Honor A. and
H., upon them both be the Most Glorious Beauty of God, no
further command or prohibition issued forth from the Source of
the Cause. The initial intention was altered. In any case, this
evanescent servant now beseeches God, exalted be His glory,
to assist the honored Afnans in that which befits them and
is worthy of these days. All that His Honor wrote has been
confirmed by the Desired One. Now, trusting in God, His
Honor and those with him must occupy themselves with setting
matters aright. We beseech the Most High to open before your
faces the gates of grace, blessing and bounty. Verily He is
the Generous, the Bestower, and He is the Merciful, the All-
Bountiful.

At this moment this blessed word, from which in truth flows
an ocean of joy, was revealed from the Tongue of Grandeur.
His word, exalted, mighty and great be His utterance: “O
My Afnan! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness.
Your supplications and your mentions, in your stations of hu-
mility and submissiveness, of powerlessness and entreaty, of
trust and attachment and detachment, have been heard and
adorned with acceptance. Blessed art thou for having spoken
that which was honored by being heard and for having uttered
that which attained the right of acceptance and good-pleasure.
Thou hast grasped the truth of the matter. Most are heedless
of this point. In numerous Tablets, in accordance with your
request, it was previously revealed from the Supreme Pen that
it behooveth the Afnan to turn to the service of the Cause.
This is for them true commerce and spiritual profit. By the
life of God! This profit can never be seized by loss nor altered.
Blessed be thy pen in having moved in accordance with that
which hath appeared from the Pen of God, the Help in Peril,
the Self-Subsisting.

“O My Afnan! The Divine Cause has been and is in exaltation.
In no century or age has any cause spread with such rapidity.
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Now all things are engaged in supporting this Cause. Soon
will the deniers behold that from which they were heedless. In
no wise is hesitation in any matter permissible. That which is
necessary today, and which the Tongue of God pronounceth,
is this which He speaks before the faces of the world: O My
Afnan! Thou hast spoken the truth. We bear witness that ye
were created for the triumph of God’s Cause, the exaltation
of His Word, and the spreading of His signs, in such wise that
nothing whatsoever shall frighten you, nor shall the veils of
the peoples and the manifestations of idle fancies in the world
cause you grief. By My life! The fire hath been kindled in the
Blessed Tree, and it speaketh at this moment, saying: ‘O My
Afnan! Forsake the world and what the peoples possess. Arise
for the triumph of the Cause. And the triumph that hath
no equal is your detachment from all that ye possess, that
the atoms may bear witness to your elevation, your exaltation,
your advancement and your ascent. Penetrating eyes from the
Supreme Concourse are fixed upon you and your deeds.”

O Afnan, O Mirza, upon thee rest the Glory of God, the Lord
of all names. Hear thou the Voice of this Wronged One and
cleave thou, as befitteth thy kinship to the Sacred Tree, unto
that which is meet and seemly. Thou art foremost in rank and
station to serve the Cause. With utmost endeavor thou must
prevent the dark and defiling winds and dust of this world
from sullying the most holy and sacred Hem. That which will
today elevate your stations and exalt the Cause is this: that
ye should enter, detached from the world, into the realm of
detachment, and assign to its rightful owners whatsoever ye
possess for the exaltation of God’s Word. That is, whatever
ye possess, whether little or much, place it at the disposal of
trade and commerce, and with the utmost joy and fragrance
discharge the debts ye owe to others. This is your station and
that which hath been ordained for you by the Pen of God, the
Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting.

O Mirza, upon thee be My Glory! Should you act upon what
hath been mentioned, it will serve as the supreme means for
the manifestation of detachment and of the fear of God, the
Mighty, the Praised. Take what thou hast been commanded
by the Truth and cast aside all that the people possess of idle
fancies and vain imaginings. We have revealed unto thee that
which will draw thee nigh unto God and make thee powerful
through His might. Verily thy Lord is the All-Bountiful, the
Generous.

O Afnan! I desire not for you that which I desire not for My-
self. Hear thou the call of this Wronged One and arise with
complete resolve to discharge the debts owed to others. This
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is commanded by God, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting.
This deed is the master of deeds and the lord thereof in the
sight of the Self-Sufficient, the Most High. Your dominion lies
in the divine Kingdom, not in the clay of earth. Hear My call
and be of the thankful ones. Do what thou hast been com-
manded and be of the contented ones. Hold fast unto what
the Lord of the worlds hath desired for thee and be of the
detached ones. Grasp the hem of thy Lord’s bounty and say:
O my God, my Lord, and my Support! Thou seest me cling-
ing to the hem of Thy bounty and holding fast to the cord
of Thy grace. I desire to discharge what is incumbent upon
me through that which Thou hast bestowed upon me through
Thy generosity and bounty, that it may be proven to all that
Thy Being is sanctified, Thy Essence holy, and that Thy loved
ones are detached from the dust and ornaments of the world,
that there might shine forth from the horizon of my deeds the
light of trustworthiness and religiosity, through Thy grace and
bounty, O Thou Who art the Lord of the Kingdom of Names
and the Ruler over all who dwell in the realm of creation. O
Lord! T beseech Thee by the fire of Thy Sacred Tree and the
light of Thy countenance to aid Thy Afnan in accomplishing
what they desire in Thy days, that all may witness that the
ornaments of earthly dominion hold no station with Thy loved
ones and chosen ones. Thereupon the words of God were con-
cluded with this most exalted Word: The Kingdom belongeth
unto God, the Omnipotent, the Single, the Mighty, the Be-
stower.

The outward and inward well-being of the Afnan lies in ceasing
their scattered and diverse trading ventures and being content
with one or two enterprises. Verily blessing lieth in His grasp
and the kingdom of bounty in His right hand. He enricheth
whomsoever He willeth, as bidden by Him. Verily the All-
Sufficient hath acknowledged the poverty of His servants in
His saying: “O ye people! Ye are but paupers in need of God,
and God is the Self-Sufficient, the Praised.” If thou shouldst
attain unto that which hath flowed from the Most Exalted
Pen, assuredly the doors of blessing, bounty, generosity and
grace of the Lord of ancient days shall be opened before your
faces in such wise as to astonish all. Do what thou hast been
commanded and be of the assured ones.

In the earliest days of arrival in the prison, that which would
enlighten those possessed of insight became manifest, namely
that the manufacture of opium is not acceptable in the sight of
God. Nevertheless, your honor engaged in that which was not
permissible. Now must ye cleave unto that which is worthy
of acceptance. Verily God commandeth you to justice and
kindness and to that which will exalt you in every world of His
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worlds. He is, in truth, the Almighty, the Mighty, the Most
Generous.

O my God! Grant confirmation. O my God! Bestow success.
The servants are weak, even though they may be Afnan. I
beseech from Thee Thy ancient and fresh favors, that Thou
mayest confirm Thy Afnan in that which is befitting, and or-
dain for them that which is conducive to their progress, ascen-
dancy, exaltation and elevation. Thou art the Bestower, the
Kind. There is no God but Thee, the Powerful, the Mighty,
the All-Bountiful.

His Holiness the Afnan, the Most Luminous Star, upon him
be the Most Effulgent Glory of God, has arrived and will un-
doubtedly relate that which he has heard from the precincts
of the Throne. It has been repeatedly conveyed that whatso-
ever his honor has written is in accordance with the Will. One
must hold fast and cling to it, that there may descend from
the heaven of grace and bounty what We desire of the wonders
of His generosity and munificence. Night and day, mention of
them and their presence has been and is, both outwardly and
inwardly. The servant beseeches his Lord to confirm his honor
and grant him success in that which will set affairs aright. Ver-
ily, He is the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Forgiving.

To the other Afnan and the loved ones of that land, upon them
be the Glory of God, His mercy and His favor, I convey greet-
ings and salutations. I beseech the True One, exalted be His
glory and abundant be His favors, to send down uninterrupt-
edly from the heaven of grace and bounty for each one that
which will rectify affairs and be the cause of joy and gladness.
Verily, He is powerful over whatsoever He willeth through His
word “Be” and it is. The Command is in His grasp, and He is
the Powerful, the Supreme, the Self-Subsisting.

Glory and remembrance and praise be upon your honor and
upon those who are with you and who love you and who hear-
ken to your words and your mention and your call in the Cause
of God, the Lord of the Mighty Throne and the Exalted Seat.

The servant 15 Rajab 1307
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To: Aqa Siyyid Mirza Afnan son of Siyyid Hasan Afnan Kabir,
Date: 1307-07-15 [1890-Mar-7]

In the name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Praise be unto Him Who is worthy of all glorification - He
Who, through the Most Exalted Pen, hath raised up hosts
and through them hath conquered the cities of men’s hearts.
Were the heedless world and ignorant people possessed of in-
sight, they would have observed the penetrating power of the
Word and the might of God’s Will, would have conducted them-
selves with due measure, and would have cast aside the veils
of idle fancies and vain imaginings which have held back most
of humanity from the Lord of the Day of Resurrection. Then
would the Herald of Glory proclaim the words “Blessed are
the ears and eyes!” Exalted be the majesty of our Lord, uni-
versal His grandeur, supreme His sovereignty, and widespread
His fragrances! Glory, radiance, light and praise be upon the
Branches of the Divine Lote-Tree and its Afnan, through whom
His verses were spread abroad, His signs were made manifest,
His mysteries were brought forth, His proof encompassed all
things, and His testimony was established; and upon those
who have believed in God and His signs, acknowledged His
sovereignty, quaffed the choice wine of revelation from the cup
of His bounty, and spent what they possessed with such stead-
fastness as amazed the Concourse on High - these are honored
servants who act according to His command.

May my spirit be a sacrifice for your love and steadfastness!
The ultimate hope was dispatched in the form of a letter and
arrived - a herald that filled all limbs, members, and every atom
of being with boundless joy. What hope could be greater than
the well-being of your honor, or more exalted than the safety of
the Afnan of the Divine Lote-Tree? Nay, by God! This station
is the ultimate aspiration of those who are detached, sincere,
and loving, and remains so. After its reading, intent was made
toward the ultimate goal. After entry into the Kingdom and
permission, the entire letter was presented and was blessed to
attain the audience of Him Who is the Intended One. This is
what was revealed in response from God, the Lord of all men.
Glorious is His utterance and mighty His sovereignty:

In My Name, the Supporter, the Helper
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A mention from Us to one of the Afnans who was stirred by
the fragrances of My revelation, drawn to the paradise of My
presence, admitted into the pavilion of My grace, and made to
hear that which ears were prevented from hearing, save whom
God, the Lord of all worlds, willed. O Afnan! Upon thee be
My glory and My mercy. That which thou didst hear in the
Most Holy Court from the Tongue of Grandeur concerning the
elevation of the stations of the honored Afnans and the deeds
that befit their station - mention it in such wise that may
acquaint the honored Afnan, Siyyid Mirza, upon him be My
glory and My loving-kindness, with the Will of God and that
which befitteth His Day. Delay and neglect in matters is not
permissible. They must raise high their resolve and manifest
before the faces of the servants the essence of trustworthiness
and detachment, and whatever is in the first instance most
beloved and desired by them, they must bring to the notice of
the evaluators for sale and give to the followers of the Faith.

O Mirza! These are the days for such action and the expression
of such words. Not every day hath this excellence. Rise not
merely upon hearing the Word of God - if thou art in bed, come
forth; if seated, stand up; if standing, hasten with utmost speed
to complete that which thou art commanded. This is the firm
decree that hath appeared from the court of the Most Great
Name. Take it with hands of submission and acceptance, and
be of them that act.

O Mirza! If thine eye should oppose thee in what God hath
commanded, pluck it out; if thy rib should oppose thee, divorce
it; if thy brother, abandon him, holding fast to the cord of
God’s commandments, the Lord of the mighty throne. By My
life! None shall profit thee save Him, and none shall deliver
thee save Him. Take God’s decree with strength from Him and
power from His presence, and be not of the patient ones. By
My life! My commandments and My laws are manifestations of
My loving-kindness to My creation and dawning-places of My
mercy to My servants. Verily thy Lord is the Most Merciful of

the merciful ones and the Most Generous of the generous ones.

Glorify on My behalf the faces of My loved ones there, remind
them of My verses, and illumine them with the lights of My
wondrous utterance. The glory shining from the horizon of the
heaven of My grace be upon thee and upon them that love thee

and hear thy word concerning God’s mighty announcement.

The end.

From the very divine verses and the fragrances of commands
and laws that have been revealed, the station of the doers has
become distinguished from the neglectful ones as light from
darkness. It is hoped that the honored master, His Holiness
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the Afnan, the honorable Aqa Siyyid Mirza, upon him be the
Most Glorious Glory of God, will taste the sweetness of God’s
command and decree, especially in this deed with which he
is charged, through the execution of which the rivers of trust-
worthiness, religiosity and truthfulness will flow and spread
throughout the world. Verily our Lord is the Compassion-
ate, the Generous. He commandeth not His servants save that
which benefiteth them and preserveth them. To this testifieth
every insightful believer.

Mention of the ascension of His Holiness the Afnan, the honor-
able Aga Mirza Mahmud, and the child, and the leaf who was
the sister of the wife of the late honored one, upon them be
the Glory of God and His mercy, has repeatedly been made in
the Most Holy Court, and at every moment a mention from
the heaven of the Most Great Mercy specifically for them hath
been revealed that their names and remembrances may endure
forever. And at this time these manifest verses have been re-
vealed - His mighty utterance and mighty mention:

In My Name through which the ocean of forgiveness surged in
contingent existence

O My Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of him who hath
ascended unto God, the Lord of lords, he who was named
Mahmud in the heaven of names. He is among those who
attained the love of God and His remembrance, as the Most
Great Book beareth witness to this in its most exalted station.
Blessed art thou, O Mahmud, in that thou hast been men-
tioned at this hour by the Tongue of Grandeur, which when
It speaketh, all things speak: “The Kingdom belongeth unto
God, the Almighty, the All-Bountiful” Through My remem-
brance the ocean of forgiveness surgeth, and the fragrance of
God’s mercy, the Lord of all religions, is wafted abroad. We
beseech God to forgive thee, to pass over thy transgressions,
and to ordain for thee the reward of what escaped thee in His
days. He, verily, is the Almighty, the All-Knowing.

I desire at this hour to make mention of My leaf who took the
cup of My love from the hand of My bounty and drank it in My
Name, the Mighty, the Wondrous. We beseech God, blessed
and exalted be He, to cause her to enter the Most Exalted
Paradise and to associate her with the leaves who circle round
the Throne at eventide and at dawn, and to ordain for her in
the highest chambers a noble station and an exalted dwelling
place. We have, verily, purified her at the time of her ascension,
adorned her with the ornament of My favor, and sent down
upon her from the heaven of My bounty a mercy from My
presence. I am, verily, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.
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O My leaf! Behold, then remember the grace of thy Lord.
Thou art in the Most Exalted Paradise while thy Lord men-
tioneth thee in the prison of ‘Akka. Through the breezes of His
remembrance at this hour, the fragrances of loving-kindness
and favor are diffused in all regions. The radiant light shining
from the horizon of the heaven of bounty be upon thee, O My
handmaiden and My leaf, and upon the handmaidens who have
turned unto God, hearkened, and believed in God, the Single,
the One, the Mighty, the Chosen. We have made mention of
the child in his station with a remembrance whereby the hearts
of the righteous are attracted. Here endeth the utterance.

Unto Him be praise, glory, thanksgiving and bounty. His favors
have at all times been and continue to be directed towards the
Afnan, in such wise that none can deny it. This lowly one
beseecheth the True One to aid all to act in accordance with
that which they have been commanded, for that is the supreme
remedy for every illness and malady. Verily, He is the Helper of
those who act and the Educator of all who are in the heavens
and on earth. The greetings and praise of that honored one
were conveyed to the Branches of the Blessed Tree - may my
spirit be a sacrifice for the dust of their footsteps - and to the
people of the pavilion [of greatness]. Each one expressed their
consideration, and they beseech and hope from the Exalted
True One that He will cause that honored one to return soon
to the divine homeland. They say that there hath not been
and is not any prayer better, more beloved and more desired
than this. Glory and remembrance and praise be upon you and
upon those who are with you and who love you and hearken
to your words concerning the Cause of God, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy.
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To: Aqga Ali Haydar, in Tihran
Date: 1307-07-15 [1890-Mar-17]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted and
Most Glorious Lord!

Praise and glory befit the Lord of Creation and Sovereign of the
seen and unseen, Who hath adorned the world of existence with
the ornament of names and through the blessed word “there
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is naught but doth glorify His praise” hath made manifest the
purpose of creation. His is the creation and the command, His
the bounty and the bestowal. There is none other God but He,
the Almighty, the Glorious, the Most Luminous.

Thy noble letter, like a spiritual messenger from the city of
Divine love, arrived bearing glad tidings of health and well-
being and of the unity and harmony of God’s loved ones. After
perusal it was presented before the Presence of the Lord of
creation and attained the honor of His attention. His word,
exalted be His glory and mighty His utterance, and there is
none other God but Him:

In My Name, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise!

O thou who gazeth upon My horizon, who cleaveth fast to the
cord of My loving-kindness, and drinketh the choice wine of
mystical knowledge from the hand of My bounty! Hear My
call from the direction of My prison. Verily, there is none
other God but He, the Mighty, the Glorious, the All-Bountiful.
Say: O concourse of creation! By your Lord, the All-Merciful!
The ocean of bounty hath revealed its pearls, the Most Great
Treasury its jewels of mysteries, the ocean of generosity its
waves and sovereignty, and the Sun of Truth its lights and
effulgence. Beware lest anything among all things, or any name
among all names, or any cause among all causes prevent you
from turning unto God, the Lord of the Final End.

Glory be to God! All have heard and seen mention of the Day
of God in the holy books, tablets and sacred scriptures. Never-
theless they remain occupied with names and are heedless and
veiled from Him Who giveth life and death. Most have been
and are worshippers of names - some of the name of successor,
some of guardian, some of mirror, some of chief and deputy
and the like - veiled from the Sovereign of existence by Whose
will all have been created. Praise be to God that thou hast
attained unto a Cause that hath no equal or likeness. We be-
seech God, blessed and exalted be He, to assist thee and enable
thee to conquer the citadels of hearts through His Name, the
Mighty, the Beloved, and to ordain for thee in every world of
His worlds that which shall gladden all beings and console all
eyes.

Convey My greetings to the loved ones in that land. By My
life!l Through unity the horizons shall become illumined and
radiant. We beseech God to aid them with hosts of angels and
with the forces of wisdom and utterance. Verily He is the One
Who hath power to do as He willeth through His word “Be”
and it is. Make mention of those who are related to thee and
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give them the glad tidings of God’s loving-kindness. Verily He
is with those who love Him and whom He loveth. He is the
All-Bountiful, the Forgiving, the Generous. The glory from Us
be upon thee and upon those with thee, and may He assist
thee in thy endeavors and love thee for the sake of God, the
Lord of the mighty throne.

Praise be to the Goal of the world, that in every moment the
ocean of His bounty surgeth with a wave and the heaven of His
grace shineth with a light. His mercy hath no bound and His
grace hath no end. All things today rejoice in the manifestation
of Him Who conversed on Sinai - a joy the like of which the
eye of the world hath never beheld. Blessed are they that are
fair-minded and that have attained.

You have made mention of the deceased and elevated Jinab-i-
Bayk, upon him be the Glory of God, the Most Glorious, and
likewise mentioned his box which was illumined with divine
verses and heavenly tablets. Now let that beloved one consider
how many tablets were revealed specifically for one soul, yet
they have turned away from this station whose verses and ev-
idences have encompassed the world, and have clung to what
their own selves and desires have commanded them. The ser-
vant beseeches his Lord to aid them to return unto Him, verily
He is the Forgiver, the Generous. The expenses for transport,
burial and other necessary arrangements were bestowed, specif-
ically intending that whatever was spent would be from funds
dedicated to God, exalted be His glory. According to His com-
mand, the box and its contents shall remain with that beloved
one until God brings about His decree. Repeatedly has this
exalted word flowed from the tongue of the Lord of all beings:
“O servant in attendance! We counsel the friends to show kind-
ness and forbearance, and should you observe anyone heedless,
you must remind them through loving counsels and wise exhor-
tations, that perchance they may become mindful or fear God
and hold fast in the Day of God to that which befitteth them.
Verily our Lord is the Counselor, the Wise.”

The letter received this time was in the handwriting of the
beloved of the heart, at whose name’s mention the fragrance
of love wafts among the servants - Jinab-i-Haydar-‘Ali, upon
him be the Glory of God, the Most Glorious. After it was pre-
sented at the Most Holy Court, the seas of favors and kindness
surged. Indeed, from the beginning of the Cause until now he
has been occupied in service and blessed with special bounties.
We beseech God - our Lord and the Lord of our fathers - to pro-
tect him and His loved ones in all regions and to adorn them
with the ornament of detachment and righteousness. Verily
our Lord is the Hearer, the Answerer.
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In the letter of the beloved of the heart, mention was made of
the gathering of the Hands of the Cause, upon them be the
Glory of God, the Most Glorious, in that land, and great joy
and delight were expressed at this matter. By His command,
those words must be written, and they are these: “Jinab-i-Haji
Mirza Haydar-‘Ali and other special souls who are teachers -
may God increase their like and multiply their peers and aid
them in service and triumph and enable them to exalt the Word
- all are gathered in this land. Their blessed presence has made
this land a rose garden. Though the hand of God’s power has
banished this exile from His presence, yet through His grace
He has blessed me with meeting His near loved ones. Praise be
to God, again praise be to God.” And after this passage was
presented in the Most Holy Court, the Ancient Beauty’s face
showed joy and smile, and likewise He uttered verses beyond
this servant’s ability to count. The servant beseeches his Lord
to aid them in all conditions to that which He loves and is
pleased with, that through them the means of unity and accord
may spread throughout the lands.

Another submission is that the beloved of the heart, Jinab-i-
Amin, upon him be the Glory of God, the Most Glorious, has
had his letter reach the Most Holy Court every month, and
in each letter that beloved one and the Hands of the Cause
are mentioned by name. Indeed their love and affection for the
friends is great. I beseech God, exalted be His glory, to increase
their success, verily He is the Merciful, the Generous. Glory
and praise and laudation be upon you and upon God’s loved
ones and friends there, and upon every accepting, assured, firm
and steadfast soul.
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To: Aqa Mirza Muhammad Hasan
Date: 1307-07-15 [1890-Mar-7]

In My Name that holdeth sovereignty over all names.

Call thou to remembrance, on Our behalf, My servants who
have cast away that which the people possess, and have clung
fast unto that which is with God, the Help in Peril, the Self-
Subsisting. Say: This is the Day whereon the earth hath
brought forth its treasures and revealed that which had lain
hidden within it, as a bounty from God, the Lord of being.
Blessed is the strong one who turned unto the Most Exalted
Horizon in such wise that neither the of every oppressor nor
the aversion of every denier withheld him. He turned, with a
shining countenance, unto God, the Lord of all that hath been
and all that is to be.

O Muhammad-Hasan! Upon thee be the Glory of God, the
Lord of the seen and unseen. We have remembered thee in
this Most Great Prison with that which causeth those near
unto God to perceive the fragrance of God, the Mighty, the
Loving. Cast aside what the people possess and take what
thou hast been given by God, the Lord of the Promised Day.
Say: My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having guided
me to Thy straight path and made known to me Thy mighty
announcement. I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy throne and
by Thy Name through which Thou didst raise the standard of
Thy justice in Thy kingdom and the banner of Thy oneness in
Thy lands, to ordain for me that which shall profit me in all
the worlds of Thy worlds.

O Lord! T am Thy servant and the son of Thy servant, ac-
knowledging Thy singleness and Thy oneness and that which
Thou hast sent down in Thy Books and inspired Thy Messen-
gers with. I beseech Thee by the ocean of Thy bounty and the
banners of Thy signs to ordain for me the good of the hereafter
and of the first life. Verily Thou art the Protector of all beings.
There is none other God but Thee, the Compassionate, the
Generous.
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To: Jinab-i-Abdu’l-Hani ibn Muhammad Shafi’, in Nayriz
Date: 1307-07-15 [1890-Mar-7]

He is the One Who speaks in the Kingdom of Utterance

The Book of God speaks with truth and commands the people
to that which draws them nigh unto Him. Verily He is the
All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. That which was hidden
from all eyes hath been revealed and the All-Giving hath come,
riding upon the clouds at His return. Blessed is he who hath
witnessed and seen. Woe unto the heedless ones!

O ‘Abdu’l-Husayn! Hearken unto the call of God, the King, the
All-Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Verily He hath
made mention of thee and thy father, and this is yet another
token of His grace. Be grateful and say: “Praise be unto Thee,
O Thou the Goal of them that know!” Beware lest the affairs of
the world hold thee back from the Lord of all mankind, or the
claws of the ungodly frighten thee - they who have torn apart
the sheep and hamstrung the she-camel of God, the Lord of the
worlds. Soon will God exalt His Cause through a sovereignty
from His presence, for He is the Almighty, the Powerful. We
made mention of thy father aforetime in verses that all the
treasures of the world cannot equal. Every discerning scholar
beareth witness to this. Convey My greetings to the faces of
My loved ones there and give them glad tidings of that which
hath been ordained for them from the presence of a Mighty,
Generous Lord. The glory that shineth forth from the horizon
of the heaven of My loving-kindness be upon thee and upon
My chosen ones who have not broken My Covenant and My
Testament, who have not denied My bounty, who have turned
towards Me and have said: “Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of
the world, and glory be unto Thee, O Beloved of the hearts of
them that are nigh!”
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To: Mulla Ali Bi Zi, in Tihran

Date: 1307-07-15 [1890-Mar-7]

He is the One Who speaks with grace! Jadl JLQ\ 9

The choice wine of the utterance of the Goal of all the worlds
hath seized pure and holy souls and illumined and sanctified
hearts, to such extent that all have aimed for the Most Exalted
Station and the Most Glorious Horizon, that they might attain
to that for which they were brought from nothingness into
being. O people of God! The glance of the favors of God,

exalted be His glory, hath been and is directed towards you.

None of those who have turned to Him and are assured have
been deprived. Today the lights of the Most Great Luminary
have encompassed the world. Blessed are those whom neither
the opposition of the opposers nor the cawing of the ravens
have prevented from the Light that shineth from the manifest
Horizon.

O ‘Ali! Thou didst intend to circumambulate the Most Exalted
Paradise and the Supreme Heaven. In these days the deniers
and oppressors lie in wait at the outposts and are aflame with
the fire of tyranny and hatred. Therefore the requirements of
divine wisdom decree a delay. However, the ocean of generosity
is surging and the sun of bounty is shining and manifest. We
beseech from the heaven of grace and giving that He inscribe
for thee, from His Most Exalted Pen, the reward of attaining
His presence. Verily He is the One with power over whatsoever
He willeth. There is no God but Him, the Most High, the Most
Exalted.
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BHO09047

To: Mir Muhammad Bayk Farani
Date: 1307-07-15 [1890-Mar-7]

He is the Light that shineth resplendent from the horizon of
the heaven of proof.
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2 We testify that thou hast aimed for the ultimate goal, the
loftiest summit, and the highest horizon, and hast heard the
rustling of the Divine Lote-Tree, and achieved that which was
inscribed by the Pen of God, the Mighty, the Loving. Thou
hast established for thyself a station beneath the canopies of
grandeur, as attested by the Book of God, Lord of the Throne
and of the dust, and the One Who ruleth this praiseworthy
station. Thou didst speak the truth when thou didst appear
before the face of him who disbelieved in God and believed in
the Evil One. We beseech God to record for thee the reward of
thy utterance and thy steadfastness in this mighty and beloved
Cause. Blessed be thy tongue and thy heart, and woe unto him
who hath denied the proof of God, the Lord of existence.
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BHO09539

To: Haji Mirza Rida who attained, in Faran
Date: 1307-07-15 [1890-Mar-17]

He is seated upon the throne of “He doeth whatsoever He wil-
leth”

This is a noble Book from God, the Lord of the worlds, and
a perspicuous Tablet from One Who is All-Knowing, All-Wise.
Blessed is the ear that hath heard the Call when it was raised
between earth and heaven, and blessed is the eye that hath
beheld the horizon of God, the Lord of the mighty Throne.
This is a Tablet wherein the atoms cry out through this Name,
by which the hearts of the deniers were disturbed. When thou
hast drunk the choice wine of utterance, say:

Praise be unto Thee, O my Lord, the Most Merciful, for having
guided me and honored me and mentioned me while I was in
Thy Most Great Prison amidst Thy heedless servants. Thus
have We sent down unto thee that which cannot be equaled
by the treasures of the earth nor by that which the kings and
rulers possess.
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BHO09887

To: Jinab-i-Fath-Ali Aqa Buzurg, in Faran
Date: 1307-07-15 [1890-Mar-7]

He is manifest before the followers of all tribes without veil or
covering.

God beareth witness that there is none other God but Him,
and He Who hath come from the heaven of Command with the
Kingdom of verses - He is the Hidden Secret and the Treasured
Symbol, and by Him was the trumpet blown, whereupon all
who are in the heavens and on earth were struck down, save
whom God willed, the All-Possessing, the Self-Subsisting. We
bear witness that thou hast attained unto the days of thy Lord,
the All-Bountiful, and hast heard the Call and drunk the choice
wine of utterance from the cup of the favor of thy Lord, the
All-Merciful, and hast acknowledged that which the Tongue of
Grandeur hath spoken - the Kingdom and Dominion, then the
Might and Power belong unto God, the Lord of what was and
what shall be.
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BH09924

To: Jinab-i-Mir 'Ali Aqa Bik, in Faran
Date: 1307-07-15 [1890-Mar-7]

In His Name through Whom the horizons have been illumined!

The call of the Divine Lote-Tree hath been raised from the
Most Exalted Paradise. Blessed is the servant who hath heard
and responded, and woe unto every heedless doubter. We bear
witness that thou hast turned unto the Countenance and drunk
the choice wine of immortality from the hand of bounty. We be-
seech God, exalted be He, to aid thee to remain steadfast with
supreme steadfastness, that neither the doubts of the clam-
orous ones nor the hints of any froward deceiver may hold thee
back. Verily, We have sent down the verses and manifested the
clear proofs, yet the people remain in heedlessness and error.
The glory that proceedeth from Us rest upon thee and upon
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those whom nothing whatsoever hath deterred from drawing
nigh unto God, the Lord of all men.

BH10367

To: Khalil Rahmani Farani
Date: 1307-07-15 [1890-Mar-17]

He is the One Who standeth through His Name, the Self-
Subsisting.

Say: O people of the Bayan! The All-Merciful hath come with
manifest sovereignty. This is the Day whereon all things pro-
claim: The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the Almighty, the
All-Praised. Thou hast heard the Call and drunk the wine
of everlasting life from the hand of bounty, a grace from the
presence of One tender and generous. Give thanks unto God,
thy Lord, for this most great favor, which all the treasuries of
the world cannot equal. To this beareth witness the Mother
Book in this exalted and glorious station. The glory from Our
presence be upon thee and upon all who are steadfast, firm
and upright.
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BH11054

To: Abu’l-Hasan Attar
Date: 1307-07-15 [1890-Mar-7]

He is the Answerer!

> In the Tablet of Wisdom this blessed verse hath been sent down:

Look not upon creatures and their works, but rather upon the
Truth and His sovereignty. Thus hath the matter been decreed
from before God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. The choice
wine existeth, the Cause is manifest, and the bounty is evident,
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yet the people are deprived save whom God willeth, the Mighty,
the Beloved.
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BH11268

To: Siyyid Mihdi Dhakir
Date: 1307-07-15 [1890-Mar-7]

He is the Almighty

God beareth witness that He is the Intended One and He Who
hath come is indeed the Hidden Mystery that was concealed in
the eternity of eternities. Through Him the ocean surgeth and
the fragrance of God, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting, is
diffused.
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BH11266

To: Aqa Siyyid Zaynu’l-’Abidin
Date: 1307-07-15 [1890-Mar-7]

He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing

God beareth witness that the ocean surgeth, and the breeze
bloweth, and the Light shineth forth, and the Fire calleth aloud,
and the Sun speaketh, and the Moon uttereth. By God! The
station hath been honored by the appearance of God, the Lord
of all worlds. Blessed are they that know.
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To: Mulla Muhammad Shafi Nayrizi son of Mulla Ali Nagi et al.,

Date: 1307-07-27 [1890-Mar-19]

He is the Answerer in the Kingdom of Hearing!

We have transformed the fire into ink and through it made
manifest that which was hidden in knowledge and inscribed
by the Supreme Pen in the Books and Tablets. Blessed is the
servant by whose name My Pen and My Tongue have moved,
and blessed is the soul that hath attained unto My days and
heard My most sweet call from the most exalted station.

O Shafi’!  Verily, sorrows have prevented Me from remem-
brances, as testified by Him Who possesseth the Mother Book.
Those souls who were present before the Face and attained unto
hearing were so seized by the fragrances of revelation that the
reins of choice were taken from their hands, and they testified
with their outward and inward tongues that there is none other
God but Him. Thereafter, one of My names strayed from the
straight path of God. For one thousand two hundred years they
were occupied with names of successor, guardian, chief, noble
one and fourth pillar, and the fruit thereof was witnessed on
the Day of Recompense. Nevertheless, Dawlat-Abadi is now
busy forming a new party like unto the Shi’ih party.

O Shafi’! The station by whose word the sincere ones, the near
ones, the chosen ones and the friends have been and are being
created - they have passed beyond it in the name of “mirror.”
They have lost indeed who turned away from the Truth and
followed every heedless doubter. The people of Baha are souls
who in their first step have passed beyond the heaven of names
and intended the kingdom of certitude. The entire world hath
not been and is not able to change these assured souls. He
saith: If thou recite one verse of His verses it would be more
glorious in the sight of God than if thou should record all the
Bayan, for on that day that one verse will save thee while all
the Bayan will not.

O Shafi’! T swear by the Sun of Truth which now shineth from
the horizon of the heaven of the Kingdom that one who hath
been seized by other than the Truth is incapable of compre-
hending a single verse. We created him for the service of My
friends, but Satan led him astray until he turned away from
the Truth and committed that which caused the near ones to
lament. The people of Baha must be educated until they at-
tain unto the Most Great Steadfastness, lest the tempests of

in Fars

el O G )

G hKe 08 La bl Ll BN 5 o
NG e rw\yi,}leru\
Gk s Gl 5 B axl s{ﬁ-v‘#d,}b
o AoV Gl ey gL @il il
Pl el

aets SN e e O O it |
4>y (.Le\ &M)ﬂ-’ u@\ (W-\ oks o &J,\:
G Oled edal 5 5B Ll ol
Ay ﬁwwﬁ‘pﬂ&p,ﬁﬁw oludy
S ) i Bl ) el 51 el
PRUS-- BN PRy ol e St 5 5108
I o O ¥ef s dsrte wly 55 5 it
A o)l L;;QTQJ)J &JC A3 sdalie
i dnch o oo 3
;m}i»;w&\%&.&wﬁ»@&h
Sl ol Nptae 5 0 Gl Ul s Lo
G e Lo el Gl s 8 WlesS o
Lhd (58 b Jo) Jélbfw‘fé‘;
.\.,a.;} 4:.3/5 el CJ)«L'J\ (.@ dj\)) S
ks 06 Ll ma syt Ol o Sl
f\ Ale jae Al s o.:rwk.euﬂ)m of
s sl S el ol ol K
‘JJ&W\J‘JLJ{“{)\&‘M%’
f@, dade Ol 15 4l KO 51 8

daagd Ol
WQ\)JSMUL;;IFJC.&.:L{
S\)W”}Cu\ﬂ\uﬁebﬂy\)\
&J\)a\)\x\cs}cb\u)yﬁuﬁ
u<JJ AU dead olils Gl Col amle &)
S 5 G e b2 el O A ol Ol 2l
st s ab bl ol gl g Sl L
r{;f-ﬁxﬁjbéﬁuuuhﬂb

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 82



Vol. 94: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1307 A.H. (1889-1890) part II

BHO01555

doubts and the storms of allusions move them. Verily thy Lord
is the All-Knowing, the Wise Expositor.

O Shafi’! Convey greetings from the Wronged One to all, that
perchance through the fragrances of the utterance of the Goal
of all worlds they may attain to such a station that the hand
of doubt and uncertainty will fall short thereof and be cut off.

O Ahmad-i-‘Ali! Upon thee be the eternal Glory of God! Re-
peatedly hast thou drunk from the cup of bounty and attained
unto the hearing of the call. Well is it with thee! Thy letter
was sent to the Most Holy Court by My name Mihdi, upon him
be My Glory, and these manifest, decisive verses were revealed
from the heaven of Will and sent forth, that thou mayest find
from them the fragrance of God, the Help in Peril, the Self-
Subsisting. My name Mihdi sends his letters to the Most Holy
Court. If an answer is revealed he gives the glad-tidings and in-
forms the friends, otherwise he waiteth until God cometh with
His clear and decisive utterance. Thou hast ever been and art
remembered in the Most Holy Court. Make mention of the
people of that land on behalf of the Wronged One and remind
them of the revealed verses, lest the names prevent them from
their Owner and Creator. We make mention at this time of
thy father who attained unto the days of God, the Lord of the
worlds.

O Fadlu’llah! Upon thee be the Glory of God, His bounty and
His mercy which hath preceded all who are in the heavens and
the earth. Rejoice thou in My mention of thee. By My life!
The treasures of the earth, its bounties and its fruits cannot
equal it, as testified by Him Who hath spoken and speaketh
in every condition that verily I am God, the Single, the All-
Informed.

We have mentioned and do mention at this time the handmaid-
ens of God, and give them the glad-tidings of the favors of God,
exalted be His glory. We beseech God to assist them and grant
them the meeting with His Tablet, the Mighty, the Wondrous.

The Glory be upon you from Us, O friends of God, His chosen
ones, His servants and His handmaidens, and upon those whom
doubts have not prevented from His Great Announcement and
His Straight Path.

NYR#158
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To: Farrukh wife of Mulla Ahmad Ali Nayrizi, in Fars

Date: 1307-07-27 [1890-Mar-19]

In the name of the Peerless Friend! B S ply

Today the effulgences of the Sun of Truth are manifest and
radiant from the horizon of the heaven of Revelation, and the

Luminary of utterance is speaking without veil or covering.

Blessed are they who have attained and were not deprived.

O my handmaid and my leaf! We have heard thy call and have
made mention of thee from the Most Great Prison. We beseech
God to confirm thee in steadfastness and to aid thee in that
which befitteth His Day. Take hold of the Sure Handle with
thy right hand and with thy left the Crimson Cup, then drink
thereof in the name of thy Lord, the Most Glorious, at Whose
advent the limbs of every name did tremble, and every idolater
was far astray. Today the true Kawthar and the spiritual wine
have been and are the knowledge of God. Whosoever hath
attained thereunto hath attained unto all good.

Say: O my God, my Worshipped One, my Desired One! A
poor one hath turned toward the ocean of Thy bounty, and an
ignorant one hath faced the dawning-places of the Sun of Thy
knowledge. I beseech Thee by the blood that was shed in Thy
path in Iran, and by those souls whom neither the onslaught of
the oppressors nor the tyranny of the ungodly could deter from
turning unto Thee or prevent from drawing nigh unto Thee,
that Thou wilt protect Thy handmaiden from the croaking of
the croakers and the doubts of the suspicious ones, and cause
her to dwell beneath the canopies of Thy gracious Name. Thou
art, verily, powerful over all things and the Protector of all
things. I testify, and all things testify, that Thou art indeed
the Almighty, the All-Powerful.
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To: Fatimih, in Nayriz
Date: 1307-07-27 [1890-Mar-19]

He is God, exalted be His glory in wisdom and utterance!

O my handmaid, upon thee be My glory! Today the Sun of
Truth has risen from the horizon of the heaven of grandeur, and
the Lord of mankind has departed for another land. And when
the pavilion of glory was raised up and the flowers of the garden
bloomed, He remembered His servants and handmaidens in
that spiritual abode and station of eternal might.

The means of the world did not prevent His mercy, and clouds
and mists did not veil His Sun of bounty. He appeared and
manifested whatsoever He willed. The power of the world is
as nothing before His power, and the desires of the nations
are as naught before His will. He doeth what He willeth and
ordaineth what He pleaseth.

Blessed is the soul that was not deprived of the ocean of recog-
nition and was not prevented from the Sun of bounty. The
glory from Us be upon My handmaidens who heard the call
and turned to the Supreme Horizon, and woe to the heedless
ones who turned away from God, the Mighty, the Praisewor-
thy.
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To: Aga Ali Muhammad, in Port Said
Date: 1307-08 [1890-Mar]

He is God, exalted be His majesty, grandeur and power!

In these days the outpourings of divine grace and the efful-
gences of the light of the Luminary of the All-Merciful are
manifest and evident from every direction. Every blind one
bears witness to His favor and every weak one acknowledges
His power. Yet some servants have taken the crooked path
and proceed thereon, while others follow the straight way. All
things shall perish save those rescued by the hand of God’s will.
Our purpose and the purpose of all who are in the heavens
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and earth is that which befits this Day: truthfulness, sincerity,
justice and faithfulness. Blessed are they who have attained
to these holy attributes and goodly deeds. They are detached
from the world and all that is therein. Their words are for God
and their deeds for His Cause and His love. The ornaments of
the world and the colors of nations have not deprived them of
the recognition of the Lord of ancient days. They hold fast to
the firm cord and cling to the luminous hem. And prayers and
peace be upon the Hands of His giving, the Dawning-places
of His grace and the Rising-points of His mercy - they who
acknowledged and confessed the oneness of God and the Seal
of His Prophets, through whom appeared the path of justice
and rained the clouds of bounty - and upon his family and
companions whom neither commerce nor trade nor any matter
prevented from drawing nigh unto God, the Lord of might and
bounty, the Possessor of the Standard and the Banner.

The letter of that honored friend arrived and as the fragrance
of love wafted from it, joy was attained and gladness reached
us. After its reading it was taken to the Most Exalted Station
and presented before the countenance of the Lord. He said:
“O ‘Ali-Qabli-Muhammad, let not the counsels of the Wronged

One which thou didst hear in His presence escape thy notice.

Adorn thy temple with the ornament of detachment and thy
head with the crown of the fear of God. We beseech God,
blessed and exalted be He, to assist thee and enable thee to
perform deeds whereby thy station may be exalted among His
servants. He desireth for His creation naught save drawing
nigh unto Him and holding fast to that which will establish
His traces in His kingdom.”

We hope that the friends of God will be distinguished among

the people and be adorned and illumined with His attributes.

Should all attain to what hath been mentioned, each one would
find himself seated upon the throne of glory and established
upon the seat of detachment. This is the station of attachment
to God and severance from all else beside Him. In all matters
consult with His Holiness Afnan, upon him be My glory and
loving-kindness, and act according to what appeareth. This
is Our counsel to thee. Say: “My God, my God! I beseech
Thee by Thy Name, the Dominant over all names, and by Thy
sovereignty which hath encompassed all things, to open before
my face the door of Thy bounties, favors and gifts. Verily Thou
art the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful, the Forgiving, the
Generous.”
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This servant beseecheth and imploreth God, exalted be His
glory, that after hardship He may grant ease, and after diffi-
culty, relief. Verily He is the One who hath power over what-
soever He willeth through His word “Be” and it is. I convey
greetings to the friends in that land. Their mention hath ever
been and still is made in the presence of the Prison. We be-
seech God to enable them to do what He loveth and approveth.
The work and matter with which thou art charged by the Lord
- may our spirits be sacrificed for Him - is this: that in all con-
ditions thou shouldst have thine eye upon reform, and likewise
that thou shouldst strive to win the good-pleasure of that hon-
ored gentleman, His Holiness Afnan - upon him be the Glory
of God, the Most Glorious. This matter is in truth like power-
ful wings for soaring in the atmosphere of love. Well is it with
them that understand. According to instructions, regarding
thy request several words were written to the honored friend
Aqga Nuru’llah - upon him be [Baha’u’llah] - and sent. We hope
that they will consider whatever is in the best interest of thy
work. Verily God doth not suffer to be lost the reward of the
doers of good. Peace be upon you and upon God’s righteous
servants.
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To: Nurullah, in Port Said
Date: 1307-08 [1890-Mar]

He is God, exalted be His station of grandeur and power!

How excellent is he who arises to reform the world, holding
fast to the lamp by which earth and heaven were illumined.
And peace and blessings be upon the Seal of the Prophets and
upon the Hands of the Cause and Dawning-places of wisdom
who took no protector or helper for themselves besides Him.

On this night, which is the night of the revered month of
Sha’ban, the letter of the spiritual friend Jinab-i-Aqa ‘Ali-
Muhammad, upon him be God’s peace, was presented before
the face of the Master and achieved the honor of being heard.
And afterwards this utterance emerged from the Dayspring of
knowledge:
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“O Nuru’llah! Upon you be His peace and grace. Jinab-i-‘Ali-
Muhammad has sent a letter to this servant and desired that
you give attention to his matter, that perhaps through these
means he may find rest. Therefore you should not neglect what-
ever lies within your power regarding him and should carry it
out. We counsel him and his father to preserve the station of
the Afnan there. From this deed, the door of blessing shall
be opened before his face. Verily He is the One with power
over whatsoever He willeth through His firm and inevitable
command. We send greetings to the friends of that land and
counsel them with that which will raise their stations. Peace
be upon you and the mercy of God and His blessings.” End.

It is most clear and evident that whatever lies within the power
of that kind friend, he will not withhold from the friends and
will carry out with the utmost joy and fragrance whatsoever
is the cause of blessing and bounty and ease. I send greetings
to Jinab-i-Aqga ‘Ali-Akbar and Jinab-i-Aga Muhammad and to
their family members, upon them be God’s care and mercy,
and I beseech from the Kingdom of divine favor an everlasting
bounty for each one. Verily He is the Hearer, the Answerer.
Peace be upon you and upon God’s righteous servants.
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To: Muhammad Javad Qazvini et al., in Akka
Date: 1307-08-04 [1890-Mar-26]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Greatness and the Power!

Praise be to God Who fulfilled His promise and sent to His
servant Javad what He had promised him, and sent down from
the heaven of meanings to him who was named Muhammad-
‘Ali that which caused all things to soar and the hearts of the
enemies to quake. O beloved of my heart! A most mighty and
holy Tablet has been revealed from the holy heaven of Him
Who is the Desired One and the Desire of the world, mention-
ing him who ascended unto God. In truth, one breath from the
fragrances of each of its utterances has perfumed the world of
knowledge and wisdom. Glorified be our Lord Who has made
bounty His emblem and faithfulness His garment, and Who
remembers His servants at all times with that which draws

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Sl adiall 6ls Lo A e
sl ode A o) 5 ey 21 sl b a)
Qé&du‘;@wdj\jox)b
R PRGN AN PYRCT A P P
) el 2 Kool op b TN
FEED in.d\ 35226 § (S Ak uﬂlla sle 5
a0 aid |3 JH0 Al L dmeo e &
\,@X,,#gbo\og;\&ﬁom;\
Tl oyled Jor ) Wy o 358 amn
kOl 5 3 osle STy 5 5Bl ot
§ a2 Jib oot ael 31 A1

88

ot



Vol. 94: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1307 A.H. (1889-1890) part II

BH02074

them near to the horizon of His Name, the All-Merciful. That
which was revealed diffuses a wondrous fragrance and spreads
the sweet-scented breeze of grace. Would that you had been
present at the time of its revelation!

And further: the ascension of the brother of His honor ‘Ali-
Qabli-Haydar, upon them both be the glory and favor of God,
was mentioned in the Most Holy Court. It is hoped that there
will be revealed especially for them that which the differences
of the world and its peoples cannot efface. The answers to
other requests and petitions will also, God willing, be granted.
The promise of a response has dawned and shone forth from
the Dayspring of Will. Verily, He does not fail in His promise,
though He has power over whatsoever He willeth and desireth.
Glory, remembrance and praise be upon your honor and those
with you, and upon the friends of God in that other land to
which you intended to journey. We beseech God to protect you
and grant you the good of this world and the next. There is
no God but Him, the Lord of all creation.

O beloved of my heart! Among the special bounties that were
revealed concerning the ascension of the destined sign was that
on the day when, outwardly, news of the ascension was pre-
sented, at that very moment He commanded that the Branches
of the Blessed Tree - may my spirit be a sacrifice for the dust of
their footsteps - and all those around Him should hold a gath-
ering and occupy themselves with mention of this new and
blessed event. For two days, during which your honor was also
present, by command of the Lord of the visible realm, this great
and orderly gathering was manifested from the unseen into the
visible world, and exalted words together with certain verses
were read and recited before the faces of the loved ones. And
in the afternoon of this day also, the Branches of the Blessed
Tree and the people of the pavilion of grandeur and infallibility,
together with the Afnan, have been and are being summoned
to the Most Holy Court for the reading of the blessed pages
which were revealed from the heaven of the Mother Book at
dawn this day. It is hoped that the effects of the utterance of
the Desired One of all worlds and the hidden mysteries therein
will cause all to attain the Most Great Bounty and the Great-
est Favor. Verily our Lord is the Hearer, the Answerer, and
He is the Witness, the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise. Thus has God strengthened His favor with a third from
His presence. Verily He is the Compassionate, the Mighty, the
All-Bestowing. It would be beloved if a copy be sent with this
letter to his honor Samandar, the fire of divine love, upon him
be the Most Glorious Glory.

Q‘J\M‘AA\JJCWQ‘)\c-\;Jf
jﬂjjub‘ﬁt’g#;dtﬂw

sk 3 e Sl Hasme o8 0s ey
o8l cole 5y wmle 5 A L Ll
NERUT O S
3 ,yLb')s'.\ﬂr,e\)‘llc SbMes| § 42T
AL Gl s s Sl Glole
S ) Sl codey 335 05,0 ulal
4;\); JM\JMYM é\f}dﬂﬂ 03!,
BE S R [T W =
éaﬁ\@;\&c;&y;ﬁ»&
O & Jed L e 31 4l 1 s 2 2
itmvgjw}s,&u:.;m,w
Ls))‘;)f
35 § aogazr Blab ol out L
o 8oy &3 0 30 40 22 B 5 gmeo
Nogep ol p2L2 AL (2 2 50 s plbs
B Ol Gy 3k 2oyie Olatl
Shs UL 2 e op s oA
§ pas 635 Jrtin Sle Sopn *asdl,y
(,.E.-.»U.Jsj-zu;d\ x.sjfbl,r.aof'a;\
5 el sy o 5l yd SOl ,LVJ;';A
osrs pll Ol ) gam o olle ol
rx@\fapjsj.\i&;w;&\}gl,?-\
Coadis B3l Jol 5 S3ls 0 0Lt o
ok L) Bl Co bt OB) ae v
JJKQKJVQB”J\}J,,‘Y,\;M,
ST ) 36 GBI ol el 51y o
O 5 455K Sl 5 O 5 ake OL, LT
O e p 76 S Jab 5 oasl i |
(:LJ\)BU\ i)l sy o Cu\}a ()
ske e St ale A 5% SIS fg\
@l L Oyse ub}\,ﬂ\ P SAY R &)
&) \f-dct}\wﬁ)b).\.rufaé}/
Sl Cg 358 dlu ] 6\(:\/\

BLIB_Or15731.533, AYBY.318

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 89


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/AB/ab-327.html

Vol. 94: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1307 A.H. (1889-1890) part II

BH00156

BHO00156

To: Haji Mirza Haydar Ali Isfahani, in Tihran
Date: 1307-08-11 [1890-Apr-2]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord

Praise be to the Goal of all contingent beings, Who in the
midst of sorrows raised high the banner of utterance. The
pack of wolves could not prevent His loved ones from drawing
nigh, nor hold them back from remembrance and praise. The
denial of the people of tyranny and rebellion did not deter
Him from manifesting what is right, and the calumnies of the
falsifiers and the treachery of the treacherous did not become
a barrier between truth. Exalted be the majesty of our Lord,
and magnificent the sovereignty of our Master and our Goal!
Glory and radiance be upon the Hands of His Cause and the
emblems of His guidance, and upon those who aid Him through
wisdom and utterance and through that which He hath sent
down in the Scriptures and Tablets.

O beloved of my heart and he who is remembered in my soul!
At this moment, in response to your letter which was sent to
Hadrat-i-Ism-i-Jud, upon him be the Glory of God and His fa-
vors, these manifest verses have been revealed from the King of
the Kingdom of names and attributes. His blessed and exalted
Word:

He is the One Who speaks in the midst of tribulations

O Haydar-‘Ali! Upon thee be My Glory and My Loving-
kindness. Justice and truthfulness have become so absent and
concealed that no trace thereof can be found amongst the peo-
ple. The horizons of the heaven of truth have been darkened
by the gloom of the people of hypocrisy. Most of the decrees
of the administrative circles of Iran have been and continue
to be contrary to that which justice and fairness command.
They have no purpose save vain ornaments. Day and night
they are occupied with plunder and pillage. The affairs of
the Threshold are entirely conducted through consultation
with the pretenders. What they have taken, they have not
returned to its owner. Outwardly they appeared in agreement,
but inwardly they were discovered to be hypocrites. They
had and have no desire save the seizing of wealth. Glory be
to God! How can they be content that in what they claim
to be a court of justice, not a word of truth and justice is
heard? In any case, they have made the Isfahani a pretext
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and are busy plundering the Shirazi. In one’s presence they
show the utmost respect, but in one’s absence they engage in
schemes and accusations. Yet the Wronged One was standing,
speaking, and hearing. He heareth and knoweth and is patient
until God shall come with His firm and mighty command.

; These mentioned matters have had and have no significance.

However, news of the ascension of some of the loved ones has
outwardly become a cause of grief. One day, news of the as-
cension of the Essence of Being was mentioned in the Holy
Presence, and the next day came news of the ascension of the
Bird of Divine Knowledge to the heaven of his Lord’s loving-
kindness. As for the first, he is Nabil, son of Nabil - upon him
be the Glory of God, the Mighty, the Beautiful. And the sec-
ond is Ahad - upon him be the Glory of God, the Single, the
Self-Subsisting. At this moment, especially for the second one,
that which illumined the world of inner meanings and adorned
the Kingdom of utterance with a new ornament was revealed,
as a grace from God, the Lord of all worlds, and as a loving-
kindness from God, the Master of the Day of Judgment, and
as a mercy from the All-Bountiful in this radiant moment.

O Haydar-‘Ali! Upon thee be My everlasting Glory. Glorify
on My behalf him who soared in the atmosphere of My love
and drank the choice wine of mystical knowledge from the cup
of My bounty and arose with supreme steadfastness to serve
Me. Then recite unto him what hath been sent down from
the heaven of My Will concerning his brother who was named
Ahad in the Book of Names and ‘Abdu’l-Baha in the Crimson
Scroll.

From the Most Exalted Pen: Divine loving-kindness and heav-
enly grace concerning ‘Ali-Haydar shine forth and are evident
like the sun. Blessed is he and joy be unto him. He must
give thanks to God for this manifest grace. He arose to serve,
and his service was adorned with the ornament of divine good-
pleasure and the glory of acceptance. This word is the King of
words and the Sovereign of utterance that was mentioned: Give
him glad tidings of what hath been revealed for him from the
Wronged One, through Whom all things have spoken: “The
Possessor of sovereignty, dominion, might, and power hath
come, and His is the Kingdom and His is the Glory, and happy
is he who hath held fast to His strong cord and clung to His
luminous hem.”

Praise and thanksgiving be unto God, and unto Him be bounty
and bestowal, and unto Him be grace and glory. He is the Most
Generous One Who hath transformed the realms of sorrow into
joy through the light of utterance, and hath bestowed assur-
ance upon hearts and tranquility upon souls. May the spirit of
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the world be a sacrifice unto His utterance and unto His grace.
In no state or condition hath He ever deprived His loved ones.
His favors have exceeded cup and chalice, being revealed and
manifest as ocean upon ocean. We beseech God, glorified be
His majesty, to grant the people of the earth a sincere seeking,
that all may not be deprived nor forbidden from the gifts of
the Lord of Bounty. Forever have the glances of His grace been
directed toward His loved ones, His mercy hath preceded all,
and His bounties have encompassed all. Glorified be His grace
and mighty be His outpouring, and there is no God but Him.

Yesterday the Lord of humanity proceeded from Akka to Haifa,
arriving at night, and on the morning of that day summoned
this servant and revealed a most mighty, most holy, most ex-
alted Tablet concerning the ascension of the most honored and
glorified, the late and elevated Aga Asad, upon him be the
glory of God and His mercy. How excellent were its fragrances
and its perfumes, and that which was manifest in its outward
form and treasured in its inner meaning. The Blessed Tablet
was revealed in such wise as to attract those present, nay rather
the hearts of those absent. Blessed is he in whose name was
revealed that which was revealed, and happy is he. In truth
this is the day of bounty, for divine mercy hath encompassed
from every direction, and the assured and sincere ones have
attained and continue to attain that which hath no likeness or
equal. Every letter of the revealed letters is the cause of eter-
nal life and everlasting existence. His Holiness himself knoweth
this station and is cognizant thereof.

With infinite longing and boundless regret, this servant con-
veyeth mention, praise, glorification and glory unto the spiri-
tual friend, Aqa ‘Ali-Haydar, upon him be the glory of God
and His favors. His Holiness must, on behalf of this servant,
make mention of whatsoever is befitting. Indeed, in this station
one cannot make mention of condolence, for that which hath
been revealed from the Pen of God concerning the elevated one,
upon him be God’s mercy and forgiveness, is bounty above
bounty, mercy above mercy, and favor above favor. Would
that I had been with him and had attained unto that which he
hath attained from God, our Lord and the Lord of the mighty
throne and the exalted seat.

From among the letters that were sent from His Holiness was
a missive in the hand of the son of His Holiness the Martyr,
upon him be the Glory of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.
After it was presented before the Most Holy and Most Exalted
Presence, these words were revealed from the horizon of the
Divine Will - exalted be His utterance and glorious His proof:
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O Haydar-‘Ali! The mention of the Wronged One has been
raised - he who was named Ashraf. From the beginning, such
bounties were revealed and made manifest from the heaven
of the Lord of all beings that every person of insight desired
martyrdom, and every hearing ear exclaimed “Would that I
were with him!” Regarding his son, a missive was revealed and
sent. We beseech God to strengthen him, protect him, and
draw him near unto Him in all conditions. Verily He is the
Self-Sufficient, the Most High. Blessed are they who mentioned
him, extended the hand of generosity toward him, and to the
extent of their ability showed him consideration. The mention
of each one has flowed from the tongue of the Lord of Eternity,
and an unending reward has been ordained for each. Blessed
are they! On behalf of the Wronged One, you must mention
him and those related to ‘Ali-Haydar - upon him be My Glory
and My favor - and give them to drink of the choice wine of the
intended Lord’s bounty. All are mentioned before the Divine
Presence and have attained His special favors. We beseech
God to send down for them at all times that which befits the
heaven of His grace and generosity. Verily He is the Powerful,
the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

You mentioned the Book of Certitude. Some from various re-
gions, including the spiritual friend His Honor Anis - upon
him be the Glory and Favor of God - wrote from the lands
that the Isma’ili scholars have stated that some of the revealed
verses do not conform to the rules of that people. After this
matter was presented in the Most Holy Presence, some books
were again presented before Him and were adorned according
to what God willed. However, repeatedly this supreme word
was heard from the tongue of the Lord of all beings: what-
soever has been revealed and made manifest from the heaven
of Divine Will, both before and after, all is correct and has
attained the ornament of acceptance. Blessed are they who
read! Glory be to God! The various sects each try to prove
their truth through a book or treatise or page, while in this
Most Great Manifestation that has been revealed which the
possessors of perfect understanding are unable to gather and
enumerate. Multiple books have been revealed concerning ev-
ery aspect, yet all remain deprived save whom God wills. Soon
shall they lament over what they wrought in their vain lives.

At this hour, which is three and a half hours into Tuesday, the
eleventh of the revered month of Sha’ban, in the presence of
the Countenance, mention was made of the departed parents
of the spiritual beloved, His Honor Aqga ‘Ali-Haydar, upon him
be the Glory of God. These are His blessed and exalted words:
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“Verily We have desired at this hour to make mention of a
father who arose to serve My Cause, and his mother. We be-
seech God, blessed and exalted be He, to cause them to enter,
at this very moment, into a station wherein naught is beheld
save the effulgences of the Luminary of the Manifestation of
His Most Bountiful Name, and to send down upon them, at
eventide and at dawn, His enduring grace and His everlasting
sustenance, and that which will gladden their hearts. He is,
verily, the Mighty, the All-Forgiving. The breezes of God’s
loving-kindness, the Mighty, the All-Bounteous, have wafted
over them from all directions. The light shining forth from the
horizon of the heaven of My Pen and the fragrance emanating
from the breezes of My utterance be upon them, upon their be-
ginning and their end, their outward and their inward aspects.
He is, verily, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing.”

All bounty belongs to God, our Lord and your Lord and the
Lord of all who are in the heavens and the earth. All favor
belongs to God, our Object and your Object and the Object
of all created things. The verses themselves bear witness to
His bestowals, and the essence of utterance testifies to that
which hath appeared from His presence, and ever shall. Praise
be to God! The departed ones have attained unto that whose
fragrance endureth forever. We beseech God to send down
upon them at all times that which befitteth His name, the
Most Merciful. He, verily, hath power over all things.

As to what you wrote regarding the beloved of hearts, His
Honor Nabil-i-Akbar, upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of
God: after it was presented before the Most Holy, Most Ex-
alted Presence, He stated that his letter would have absolutely
no effect upon Hadi, for the Word of God had no effect on him,
and it is not permissible to give him the Book, for according to
reports, whatever falls into his hands he attributes to others.
He hath manifested such falsehood as hath never been heard
before. We revealed a prayer and commanded him to recite it,
but he was not successful. That suffices. An articulate teacher
must say to him: O heedless one! Thou hast mentioned to
the friends that thou hast fifty volumes from such and such a
person. Well hast thou laid the snares of falsehood for the ser-
vants. Say: The Author of the Bayan declareth that the entire
Bayan is but a leaf from among the leaves of His Paradise of
Utterance and a ring upon His finger. O Haydar-i-Qabli-‘Ali!
Repeatedly did We summon him that he might be present, per-
chance he would become aware at the time of the revelation
of verses and witness twice that which was manifested by the
Point. No trace appeared from that hard rock. Say: O heedless
one! Read what thou hast in thy possession, and one Tablet
will be read against it, and We shall leave its judgment to the
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fair-minded and the discerning. His rejection and hypocrisy
have deprived him and continue to deprive him, except he re-
pent and return unto God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

Thou didst mention the Land of Sad. Should your honour en-
ter that land for a few days with utmost wisdom and without
the knowledge of the people, this would be most praiseworthy.
However, no writings should be carried, and likewise wherever
thou dost reside, acknowledgment before strangers is not per-
mitted. For some time this decree hath flowed from the Most
Exalted Pen, for many have attained martyrdom, all sacrificing
life and property before the faces of men, yet none have become
aware. Their desires move them, while they perceive not. Well-
spoken indeed was the Nightingale - upon Him be the glory of
God, the Lord of all beings, His supreme benevolence, and His
mercy which hath preceded earth and heaven.

Regarding the mention of Ibn-i-Dakhil, upon him be the glory
of God, for each region a teacher must be appointed who shall
turn thither. And since Ibn-i-Dakhil is well-versed in language,
his turning to the regions of Qaf and Fa and their like is permis-
sible and acceptable, yet he must with complete determination
hold fast to wisdom, for if clamour be raised, great harm shall
result.

O Haydar-i-‘Ali, upon thee be My glory and loving-kindness!
Thou didst mention the steadfastness, orientation, and services
of ‘Ali-i-Haydar, upon him be God’s loving-kindness and mercy.
All is true. The Tongue of Grandeur beareth witness to his ser-
vice, orientation, generosity, acceptance, and uprising. Verily
God is with him, hearing and seeing, and He is the Mighty,
the All-Seeing.

And specifically for the friends in the Land of Shin is sent
that which is the cause of life’s preservation. Verily thy Lord
is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. In these days their
mention was made in the Most Holy Court, and the letter of
Ghulam-i-Ha, upon him be My glory, reached the servant. We
beseech God to preserve them, draw them nigh, and ordain for
them the reward of attaining His presence, standing before His
throne, and arising to serve His mighty and exalted Cause.

Thou didst mention the sum that should reach Aqa Siyyid M.,
upon him be the glory of God. According to the command,
that sum should reach the Siyyid in full. This evanescent ser-
vant beseecheth the eternal Truth to confirm all the friends
in service to the Cause. Once these exalted words were heard
from the Lord of all beings, Who said that Siyyid Mustafa,
upon him be My glory, hath served according to his capacity.
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We beseech God to open before his face the gates of His grace
and bounty. Verily He is the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

And the son of the martyred one, Ashraf, upon him be the
Most Glorious Glory of God, should engage in that which be-
fitteth him, and each month two tumans from the Huququ’llah,
exalted be His glory, should [be given] to him. Blessed are they
who have arisen to perform good deeds. Verily He openeth be-
fore the faces of His loved ones the gates of His riches. He is
the Mighty, the Generous.

Three Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablets were sent specifically
for three friends, upon them be the glory of God. Let them be
delivered that their eyes may be solaced by the signs of God,
the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting. Likewise, a Most FEx-
alted, Most Wondrous Tablet was revealed and sent specifically
for Ghulam-‘Ali-i-Kh, upon him be the glory of God, and those
with him. Blessed are they, for they have attained that which
none among the servants have attained, save whom God wil-
leth, our Lord, the Lord of the Mighty Throne.

The mention hath been made of his honor Aga Mirza
Muhammad-*‘Ali, upon him be the Glory of God, from the
Land of Sad. Praise be to God, he hath attained unto the
grace and favors of God, exalted be His glory. A blessed
epistle hath been sent down from the heaven of bounty in
answer to him. We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He,
to grant him the meeting with His traces and that which was
revealed in His perspicuous Tablet.

» In truth, steadfastness must be sought for the friends. This im-

perative divine Cause is, from one perspective, seen to be most
easy, inasmuch as from the beginning that hath no beginning
unto the end that hath no end, there hath not appeared, nor
will there appear, treasures of utterance and knowledge like
unto those that have been manifested in this Most Great Rev-
elation. Should a person possess but an atom of insight or a
grain of fairness, he would take hold of the Book of God with
the utmost submission, contentment, harmony and yearning,
and would continually utter “Thine is the praise, O Bestower
of the Book!” Yet until now the opposing souls have not com-
prehended the Purpose, for were they to recognize and become
aware of that which hath been revealed in the Scriptures and
Tablets from the Supreme Pen, all would cleave unto the path
of God and would cling unto the momentous News.

From another perspective, this Cause is most mighty, for that
which hath been revealed is such as the ears of the world have
never heard the like thereof, and that which hath appeared is
such as the eyes of the nations have never witnessed anything
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similar thereunto. Thus in describing the loftiness of station,
the exaltation of rank, mention of Divinity and Lordship, hid-
den mysteries and treasured verses, there hath appeared that
which transcendeth the comprehension of the servants, such
that from all directions the cry of “we knew not” hath been
raised. Indeed, were justice to prevail, all would instantly at-
tain unto acceptance and certitude. However, so long as the
throne of justice remaineth concealed and the seat of tyranny
strong and manifest, the station of this Most Great Revelation
shall remain hidden from all. The servant beseecheth his Lord
to deliver the luminary of justice from the clouds of idle fan-
cies and vain imaginings, and to illumine His servants with the
lights of fairness. Verily, He is the One Who is manifest with
gifts and favors.

Mention hath been made of the Leaf Susan, upon her be the
Glory of God, and likewise of her intention to turn towards
the Most Holy Court. Blessed is she and delightful is her state,
for her mention hath repeatedly been made in the Most Holy
and Most Exalted Court. However, her journey, in view of
the events in the Threshold, would be unwise. O beloved of
my heart! After the rightness of their honors was manifest
and proven in the assembly, and the treacherous treasury was
seized, and by their own admission justice was served, after
seizing the properties they placed them in the consulate and
did not return them to their owner. Then they incited the Is-
fahani to make another claim. Glory be to God! Although the
rightness of the Afnan in that land was manifest and evident
as the sun, they concealed it and intended to take possession
of all the property. A door of oppression hath been opened for
the helpless people, that is, the people of Iran in that land, the
like of which hath never been seen. Some of the unjust ones
of the world say the Isfahani is a new Muslim and must be
helped. From the investigations of that unjust one devoid of
fairness, namely Akhtar, it becometh clear to that honor what
stage the matter hath reached and what rank the judgment
holdeth. It is clear to all who is the treacherous one and who
is trustworthy. We beseech God to assist all to trustworthiness,
religiosity, truthfulness and faithfulness. Verily, He is the Pos-
sessor of all names and the Omnipotent over whatsoever He
willeth. There is none other God but He, the Commander, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

The beloved letter of His Holiness Ibn-i-Ism’ullah’ul-Asdaq the
Most Holy, upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of God,
which he had written to this servant arrived, and a brief tablet
adorned with the firm divine command was sent some time
ago. God willing, they will attain unto it, and this servant
too, if God so wills, will send a reply to their letter. You had
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also mentioned the blessed supreme word which had flowed
from the Supreme Pen, blessed and exalted be His utterance:
“Strange and wondrous means exist in the earth.” After this
matter was submitted in the Most Holy and Most Exalted Pres-
ence, He said: “O thou who art mentioned in My presence and
who soarest in the atmosphere of My love! That which hath
been revealed is being fulfilled letter by letter. We beseech
God to make it a mercy unto His loved ones and a retribution
unto His enemies. And in another instance We beseech Him to
make tribulations the cause of the awakening of His creation
and the means of the attraction of His servants. Verily He is
the All-Bountiful, the Generous, and He is the Forgiving, the
Merciful.”

Another glad tiding is that two Most Holy and Most Exalted
Tablets were revealed and sent specifically for the beloved ones
Jinab-i-Mashhadi ‘Abdullah and Aqa Zaynu’l-‘Abidin, upon
them be the Glory of God. God willing, they will drink from
the cup of divine utterance that which is the cause of eternal
life. Verily He is the Guardian of those who are assured and
the Lord of the sincere ones. There is no God but He, the
Mighty, the All-Knowing, the Wise.

O beloved of my heart! Most of the names mentioned in your
letters were submitted one after another, and for each was
revealed that which diffuseth the fragrance of the bounty of
God, exalted be His glory. And for some others, as time was
scarce, after submission in the Most Holy Presence, there was
revealed for all that which in truth in the first instance diffuseth
the fragrance of distinction. Exalted be His utterance and
mighty His words:

“O Haydar-‘Ali! The gaze of favor is directed towards thee.
Convey to all the loved ones of that land the greetings from
the Wronged One - greetings that attract hearts and solace the
eyes of the people of understanding. We beseech God to assist
all to achieve that which they have intended in His path and
for the exaltation of His Word.

The means of the world have been held back due to lack of
worthiness. For years Jinab-i-Varqa, upon him be the Most
Glorious Glory of God and His supreme favors, was occupied
in that land with the reformation of the world and the refine-
ment of the souls of nations. In truth he was a sign among the
divine signs and a standard among the standards raised be-
tween the peoples. Night and day, mention of the Goal of the
worlds flowed from his pen and tongue. However, due to the
occurrence of certain unseemly matters that arose from spite,
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the people of that land were deprived. We beseech God that
through it He may guide His servants to His straight path.

No news hath been mentioned of Jinab-i-‘Abdullah, upon him
be My light and My glory. Say: Be not grieved by the events of
the world. Be enkindled with the fire of His love and illumined
with the light of His knowledge and detached from all else and
hold fast unto the service of His Cause and the exaltation of His
blessed Word which hath shone forth from the horizon of the
heaven of utterance with clear proof and evidence. We beseech
God to ignite him with the fire kindled in His blessed, lofty
and towering Tree, that the servants may be enkindled thereby.
Verily He is the Mighty, the Unconstrained. Verily, in the midst
of tribulations We remember Our loved ones, despite every
proud and tyrannical one who hath been prevented by pride
from the One Who conversed on Sinai and from hearkening
to that which hath been raised from God, the Lord of Lords.
Glory be upon My loved ones, and light be upon them, and
the spirit be upon them. We beseech God to assist them to
that which beseemeth these days.”

This servant offers greetings and praise to all the loved ones,
and beseeches the True One, exalted be His glory, to aid all in
that which will cause the exaltation of His Word, the elevation
of the station of His loved ones, and the raising of the rank of
His chosen ones. This evanescent servant addresses the loved
ones of God - those souls who have attained to the blessed word
of distinction and are numbered among the Hands of the Cause
mentioned in the Book - and entreats them to seize these days,
for no century has had the light of this century, and no age the
light of this age. Today that which was hidden from time im-
memorial has been made manifest. O distinguished ones! The
Desired One is established upon the throne of manifestation.
This is the day of lovers and the time for the kindling of the
fire of unity and concord. From the unity of hearts a subtle
fire is ignited. By the life of my Desire and your Desire, that
fire pervades and penetrates all things. Soon shall be revealed
that which was treasured therein. This is what our Lord has
promised us; verily He does not fail in His promise, and He is
the True One, the Mighty, the Bestower.

The signs of victory are apparent from all directions. Now
must the chosen ones arise and, with wisdom and utterance,
rend asunder the veils of the people, that all may witness,
without concealment or hindrance, the signs of power, might
and utterance from the Hands of the Cause, and may speak
in gatherings as befits them, becoming the cause of sanctifi-
cation, detachment and the manifestation of the fear of God.

The beloved of hearts, his honor Nabil-i-Akbar, upon him be
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the Glory of God, the Most Glorious, has for some time jour-
neyed from the land of Qaf to the land of Ta. Today they must
arise to serve and, in the name of the True One, emerge from
the garment of silence and muteness, and occupy themselves
with wisdom and utterance in that which will cause the spread
of the Cause and the exaltation of the Word. I send special
greetings to him and seek that which befits the days of the
True One, exalted be His glory.

Some time ago, the beloved of hearts, Jinab-i-Amin, upon him
be the Glory of God and His favors, forwarded to the Most Holy
Court their letter which had been written to him, wherein men-
tion was made of grief. It is hoped that in these days an answer
will be sent to them. However, now they must appear with
supreme joy and greatest gladness and arise to serve. What-
ever this evanescent servant presents, his purpose has been to
serve the chosen ones, and God suffices as witness. Glory and
remembrance and praise be upon you and upon the Hands of
His Cause, the firm, the impregnable, the mighty. And praise
be to God, the Desire of the worlds.

The servant 11th of the month of Sha’ban the Great, 1307

According to the command, if that beloved of hearts proceeds
to the land of Sad, they must, after some days, return again to
the land of Ta. In these days the presence of some in the land
of Ta is necessary. This is what the Commander, the Ruler,
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed, has decreed.
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Date: 1307-08-20 [1890-Apr-11]

In the Name of Him Who is the Most Holy, the Most Exalted,
the Most Inaccessible, the Most Sacred, the Most Great, the
Most Glorious!

The heart and eye have been gladdened by the perusal of thy
letter, which was adorned with the ornament of remembrance
and praise, and embellished with the mention of God, the Lord
of all names. Each of the hearing, the sight, and the heart hath
received its share therefrom. By thy life! The eye hath been
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illumined by beholding it, the heart hath been gladdened by
reading it, and the ear hath been delighted by hearing what
it contained of the mention of God, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise. We beseech God to favor us with meeting thee once
again and to grant us the fountain of thy reunion. He, verily,
is the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

Furthermore, when thy most luminous letter, O thou who art
beloved, arrived through the grace of the All-Merciful at the
most auspicious time, namely the days of Ridvan, it brought
boundless joy, gladness, and delight. We praise Him for His
wondrous favors. What blessing is greater than for the loved
one to be honored by the mention of his Beloved? As the hon-
ored Ismu’llah-i-Javad (may the glory of the Lord of creation
rest upon him) hath said, may this blessed custom ever endure.

All that thou hadst written was presented before the Throne,
and unique and exalted Tablets were revealed from the heaven
of the Divine Will for all the souls mentioned in thy letter, and
were dispatched. Praise be to God that they have become the
cause of this greatest bounty and the means of this supreme
gift. The merciful outpourings have ever been and will ever
continue to stream down from the heaven of divine favors. God
willing, may all attain unto them and receive their portion in
the days of God.

For every soul who departed from these parts bound for those
regions, a wondrous and exalted Tablet was revealed from the
heaven of the Divine Will and sent, and was presented to thy
honor. Similarly from the direction of the Land of Ha, but
since affairs in that region were delayed due to the absence of
the friends in the Land of Ha, they have not reached thee. Pre-
viously, when the way was open, a Tablet containing one of the
mysteries of the Cause was sent sealed, but as was mentioned,
it was delayed in the Land of Alif and Sin. Therefore the orig-
inal revelation is being sent sealed at this time, and that too
will arrive, God willing, from the direction of the Land of Ha.

According to His command, thy honor must make every effort
that souls who are among the people of God, enkindled with
the fire of divine love and adorned with wisdom and proper
conduct, should proceed to certain cities and villages for the
purpose of teaching, as remembrance is necessary in all condi-
tions. He hath said that this has been and will be among the
most important matters. Should one of the assured and artic-
ulate souls proceed to the land of Kaf and Ra, which is near
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Ya, for the purpose of teaching with wisdom and utterance, it
would be most pleasing.

His exalted Word states:

O Mihdi! As We were walking in the Most Great Prison and
turning toward the nations and cities of God, thy Lord and
the Lord of the worlds, We detected from the land of Kaf and
Ra a foul odor. May God quiet it and transform it through
His authority. Verily, He is the One Who hath power over
whatsoever He willeth. He, verily, is the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed. This indicates that someone hath concealed within
himself that which We do not wish to mention. Verily thy
Lord is the Concealer, the Forgiving, the Bountiful. Although
We gave glad tidings to the servants in Our Most Holy Book,
which was sent down wondrously from the heaven of God, thy
Lord and the Lord of the worlds — We said, and Our word is
the truth: O Land of Kaf and Ra! We, verily, behold thee in a
state which God doth not approve, and witness from thee that
which no one save God, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed,
perceiveth, and discover that which passeth in the most secret
of secrets. With Us is the knowledge of all things, inscribed in
a perspicuous Tablet. Grieve thou not because of this. God
shall raise up within thee such as will make mention of Him
with steadfastness, whom neither the censure of the divines
nor the doubts of the perverse can deter. These shall behold
God with their own eyes and will aid His Cause through their
own selves. These, verily, are of those who are firm in faith.

It was stated that there are susceptible souls in those parts.
Blessed is the soul that hath turned unto it and is among those
who remember.

Concerning what was written about printing, when presented
before the Most Holy Court, it was stated that although We
have commanded that the divine books be written in the finest
script and most exquisite adornment, yet now it is necessary
that they be printed, for without this the spread of the verses
of God would be delayed. His honor hath indeed expressed
proper thoughts, and what he hath written accordeth with wis-
dom and prudence. However, the means for this are presently
delayed. First, souls must be found who are highly skilled in
printing. Secondly, the means should be employed according
to whatever his honor deemeth advisable in this matter. If the
aforementioned souls are truly proficient in printing to the ut-
most degree, let them proceed; perchance God will gather His
means.
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Furthermore, an exalted Tablet hath been revealed from the
heaven of divine bounty, designated as the Most Holy Book.
A copy thereof hath been sent to his honor. What more can
this evanescent servant say about the tone, majesty and power
with which it hath been revealed? God willing, they will be-
come familiar with it and attain unto its hidden and scattered
pearls. By the truth of His own Self, the worlds cannot equal
it. Following the revelation of several verses concerning ordi-
nances, which at this time it was not expedient to circulate,
these were, by command, removed, and markers were placed
at each location until such time as it may be fitting to restore
them.

His honor Aqa Jamalu’d-Din, upon him be the Glory of God,
hath for some time attained the Most Holy Court, and a copy of
that Tablet was given to him. It is commanded that if qualified,
prepared, and detached souls are found, it is permissible to
show them the Tablet, otherwise not, for prior to the exaltation
of the Cause, the circulation of certain matters is not permitted.
God guideth whom He willeth unto the straight path.

The bearer of the Kitab-i-Aqdas and of the Tablets was Jinab-
i-Amin—upon him be Baha’u’llah, the King, the True, the
Manifest. In truth, he and Jinab-i-Mulla Abu’l-Hasan—upon
him be Baha’u’llah—have endured the utmost hardship in the
path of God. Profitable indeed hath their traffic been, both
outwardly and inwardly.

Some time ago this evanescent servant submitted a petition to
the presence of Aqay-i-Jinab-i-Ismu’llah Ha—upon him from
every Baha His most glorious Baha—concerning a letter which
they had addressed unto that holy soul in reply. Likewise, for
the information of that beloved one, a representation was laid
before Agay-i-Hadrat-i-Afnan Mim—upon him be Baha’u’llah,
the Most Glorious, the Most Glorious. Moreover, concerning
the entrusted parcel which had been addressed in the name of
the Bird of the divine air, instructions have again been given
that whatsoever belongeth unto others should be delivered
unto the aforesaid Shaykh. In the book of that revered per-
sonage, and unto his sons and kinsmen, manifold and detailed
tokens of loving-kindness have been shown forth and sent. We
beseech God to enable them to remain steadfast in His Cause,
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and to assist them in whatsoever He loveth and is well pleased
with. No God is there but Him, the Mighty, the Powerful.
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Date: 1307-08-20 [1890-Apr-11]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful

May my spirit be a sacrifice for your honor! Your esteemed
letter kindled the fire of love, bringing to memory the times
of meeting and presence. I hope that this bounty from the
True Bestower of Bounties will be repeatedly manifested. In
separation, proper remembrance of the days of reunion is not
possible. T beseech God, glorified be His majesty, to grant the
blessing of presence soon. Verily He has power over all things.

Furthermore, your letter was honored to be presented and
heard. God willing, his honor the Name [of God], upon him be
His glory, may ever be blessed with the favors of the Goal of
the worlds, and remain steadfast in service, remembrance and
praise. He has always been and continues to be mentioned. We
beseech God to assist him and preserve him and those with him
through His grace and generosity. Verily He is the Mighty, the
Bestower.

Regarding the box of gaz sweets for my Master, the Most
Mighty Branch (may my spirit and being be sacrificed for the
dust of His footsteps), let half of it be distributed and the other
half sent to His presence. And God is the Best of providers.

Peace, remembrance and glory be upon your honor and upon
those with you and those who love you and upon God’s righ-
teous servants.

The servant, 20 Sha’ban 1307
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To: Ali Akbar Khurasani Qaini, in Nazareth
Date: 1307-08-21 [1890-Apr-12]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful

Praise be to the Desired One, Who deserveth all praise, for
every day, nay every moment, He hath increased and contin-
ueth to increase the unity of His loved ones. They remained
ever-speaking words of praise and thanksgiving, even as they
witnessed tribulations and calamities. Such hath ever been
the way of the righteous throughout all ages and centuries.
Blessed is the soul that is at peace, content and well-pleasing,
that hath not been held back by veils and doubts from turn-
ing unto Him, nor been prevented from drawing nigh unto
Him. Glorified be His majesty, our Lord and the Lord of all
who are in earth and heaven. And blessings and peace be
upon the Primal Light through Whom the First Ornament
was made manifest, through Whom every tongue spoke forth
and every prostrate one arose, and every blind one saw, and
through Whom the Sun of Knowledge dawned from the hori-
zon of possibility, revealing what lay hidden in the treasury of
the Furqan, through Whom His proof was perfected and His
favor completed and His grace encompassed all, and upon His
family and companions who were the dawning-places of God’s
attributes and characteristics and might and glory and power.

O beloved of my heart! Thy letter was received and became the
cause of joy and gladness, adorning the realm of the heart with
the ornament of joy and love. Praise be to God Who assisted
thee and confirmed thee. He, verily, is the Illuminator, the
Near One, the Holy, the Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise.

After reading it, I proceeded to the Most Exalted Station and
presented it before His countenance. He said: “O ‘Ali-before-
Akbar! Upon thee be the peace of God, the Lord of Power.
Thy letter which thou didst send to this servant attained to
Our presence and hearing. Praise be to Him Who assisted
thee and confirmed thee and guided thee to His straight path.
Thou hast ever been and continueth to be remembered. In
these days the two Branches have turned towards that region
at the invitation of the Shaykh, may God assist him. Special
instruction was given to send Abu-‘Inayat. From the beginning
his affairs, both commercial and otherwise, have been entrusted
to thee. Due to lack of time to attend to the requirements
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of the patient regarding physician, medicine and nourishment,
We have decided that he should return to ‘Akka and rest there.
We beseech God to adorn it with the ornament of healing and
to change his illness into health. Verily, He hath power over
whatsoever He willeth, and He is the Single, the One, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise. Peace and glory be upon thee and
upon those with thee and upon the emigrants and neighbors.”
Thus endeth His words.

Immediately upon receipt of thy spiritual letter and learning
of the difficulties, He commanded that the aforementioned one
be sent to ‘Akka. We beseech the Healer to deliver him from
every ailment, sickness and disease. Verily, God is the Healer,
the Sufficient, the All-Bountiful. The beloved of the heart, his
eminence the Most Great Name, upon him be the glory and
bounty of God, must, according to the command, attend to
the affairs of the aforementioned one. All must strive to con-
vey him to ‘Akka. We beseech God to assist every doer of good
and helper of all who show mercy, compassion and kindness.
Verily, He is the All-Bountiful, to Whose grace and generosity,
mercy and loving-kindness, which have encompassed all exis-
tence both seen and unseen, all created things bear witness.

Mention that causeth joy and gladness hath ever been and shall
ever be beloved before God - firstly, mention of the Sovereign
of Eternity, and secondly, mention of the Hands of the Cause
and His loved ones. Praise be to God that His loved ones are
sustained thereby and have attained unto it. At this moment,
while engaged in penning this leaf, I remembered his eminence
the beloved of the heart, the Most Great Name, before the
Beloved One, and rising in his stead and behalf, accomplished
what was intended, attaining unto the honor of acceptance.
In brief, mention of the loved ones causeth the heart to re-
joice and existence to be gladdened. Happy is he who hath
attained thereunto, and woe unto the heedless. The leaf and
her mother and what was sent from your direction - all are re-
membered and adorned with the ornament of acceptance and
good-pleasure. Praise be to God Who hath assisted us all and
granted us victory through the hosts of His wondrous utter-
ance.
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BHUO0015

To: Edward Granville Browne
Date: 1307-08 [1890-Apr]

Praise be to God that thou hast attained... Thou hast come
to see this Prisoner and Exile.... We have no purpose save the
welfare of the world and the betterment of nations, yet people
treat us as they would treat corrupters deserving of imprison-
ment and banishment... that all nations should become one in
faith and all men as brothers; that the bonds of affection and
unity between the sons of men should be strengthened; that
diversity of religion should cease, and differences of race be an-
nulled - what fault can be found in these things?... Yea, thus
shall it be: these fruitless strifes, these ruinous wars shall pass
away and the “Most Great Peace” shall come... Do you not also
need this in Europe? Is this not what Christ foretold?... The
kings and rulers, instead of expending your wealth and trea-
sures for the betterment of countries and the comfort of the
people, spend all in the destruction of humankind.... These
strifes and this bloodshed and discord must cease, and all men
be as one kindred and one family.... One should not pride one-
self on loving one’s country, but rather should pride oneself on
loving humankind.

BKOG.372-373, AELT.084 fn, COC#1578x, ADJ.037ax, GPB.194x, PDC.190-
191x, SW_ v02#05 p.009, SW_ v03#01 p.003, SW_ v05#08 p.113, SW_ v12#05
p.103
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To: Siyyid Ali Afnan son of Afnan Kabir, in Beirut
Date: 1307-09-09 [1890-Apr-29]

In the name of God, transcendent is His glory, His greatness
and His power!

Praise be to God, the Eternal, the One, the Enduring, the Ev-
erlasting, the Ancient, the Timeless, Who findeth no helper,
no companion, no minister, no supporter, and no offspring.
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All created things have testified to His sanctity and all contin-
gent beings have witnessed to His detachment. He is indeed
sanctified above all that hath been and all that shall be. He
cannot be described by any description save His own, nor can
He be praised by any attribute save His own. His tongue hath
testified of His own Self that verily He is God, there is none
other God but Him, the Single, the One, the Powerful, the
Mighty, the All-Bestowing. And peace and blessings be upon
Him Whom God hath made the Dawning-Place of His Cause
and the Source of His wisdom, and established Him in His own
stead in all things that pertain unto Him. He is indeed the
Manifestation of His most beautiful names and His most ex-
alted attributes. And upon His family and His companions
through whom the mysteries were revealed, the signs became
manifest, and the trees gave utterance. Dominion belongeth
unto God, the Powerful, the Mighty, the Unconstrained.

My spirit be a sacrifice for your steadfastness and your up-
rightness! The most exalted letter, like unto a brilliant light,
illumined the horizon of the heart and perfumed the court of ex-
istence. This servant perceived therefrom the fragrance of your
humility, your submissiveness, and your steadfastness in the
Cause of God and His service. After its reading and contem-
plation, and after being overcome with longing and yearning,
he proceeded to the Most Great Presence. After presenting
it, He said: “O Ali, O Afnan! Upon thee be My peace and
My loving-kindness. Thy letter which thou didst send to this
servant was read before the face of the Wronged One and was
honored to be heard. We beseech the All-Merciful to protect
the Afnan and to open before their faces the gates of grace and
bounty. Verily, He is the Mighty, the All-Bountiful. Praise be
to God that in all matters they place their trust in the Truth.
In such case, sorrow and the like are not permitted. When
the heart findeth its way to the Most Great Ocean, grief and
distress have no recourse but to flee. We beseech God, blessed
and exalted be He, to exalt thee through His Name, to give
thee to drink of the Kawthar of His bounty, and to bestow
upon thee that which beseemeth the ocean of His generosity
and the heaven of His grace. Verily, He is the All-Bountiful,
the Most Generous. Peace be upon thee from Us and upon My
loved ones there who have not been deterred by the censure of
the people, nor by their turning away, nor by their blindness,
nor by their objections, nor by their might and power, from
drawing nigh unto God, the Lord of Lords.”
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This servant also conveyeth greetings to each of the loved ones
and beseecheth from the Intended One, on their behalf, what-
soever leadeth to the elevation of their station and the perpet-
uation of their remembrance. Verily our Lord is the Answerer
of prayers and the Lord of all created things.

And regarding the storehouse in Beirut, after presentation He
said: “O Ali, upon thee be My peace. These matters have
been made contingent upon consultation. In truth I say that
this decree hath ever been beloved in the sight of God, and
its command hath been revealed in the divine Books from the
Most Exalted Pen. Hold fast unto consultation, for verily it
shall profit thee and His loved ones. To this testifieth every
knowing and informed one.”

i That which they wrote concerning the letter of Jinab-i-Aqa

Mirza, upon him be Baha'u’llah, was presented and accepted,
and one blessed Tablet was bestowed. Likewise the Tablet of
the Afnan, Jinab-i-Haji Mirza Mahmud, upon him be the Most
Glorious Baha’u’llah, and the reply to the letter of Jinab-i-Aqa
Mirza Abu’l-Hasan, upon him be Baha'u’llah, was bestowed
and sent. I beseech God, exalted be His glory, to enable all
to attain unto that which conduceth to nearness, detachment
and piety. They have also stated regarding the Huquq that
whatever they can send should be sent, as these days some
hardship hath appeared, but God will change it to ease, verily
He is the All-Powerful, the Almighty.

The receipt requested by the Afnan, Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Ah-
mad, upon him be the Most Glorious Baha’u’llah, was sent;
please deliver it. The matter of the Afnan requireth attention.
His own view is not known. They are aware of the available
persons; whomsoever they request will be sent. Jinab-i-Amin,
upon him be Baha’u’llah, was dispatched according to instruc-
tions solely so that the Afnan would not be alone; there was no
other intention whatsoever. In any case, there are many rab-
ble and ruffians in that city. They must conduct themselves
in such a manner as to ensure the confidence of the merchants
from all regions, and they must spend within measure. The
means have not been and will not be withheld; they must hold
fast to this and act accordingly. We beseech God to protect
him from the evil of his enemies. Verily He is the All-Powerful,
the Almighty.

This servant in all conditions holdeth fast to the cord of divine
favor, that He may assist that honored one and manifest that
which causeth nearness and is conducive to tranquility and rest.
He is the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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Glory, remembrance and praise be upon you and upon those
who are with you.
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To: Siyyid Ali Afnan son of Afnan Kabir, in Beirut
Date: 1307-09-20 [1890-May-10]

He is God, exalted is He in greatness and power!

Praise be to God Who hath opened the doors of His knowledge
before His servants through the key of utterance, and hath
sent down unto them that which draweth them nigh unto Him
and preserveth them from the evil of satans. Verily, He is
the One Who, through His mighty and wise command, hath
power over whatsoever He willeth. And peace and blessings be
upon the Sovereign of the kingdoms of wisdom and utterance,
through Whom were revealed the mysteries of what hath been
and what shall be, by the command of God, the Supreme,
the Self-Subsisting, and upon His family and companions who
aided the Cause of God with their wealth and their souls, and
strove in His path with their might and their strength, until the
light of the Cause shone forth throughout all lands. There is
no God but Him, the Lord of creation. My spirit be a sacrifice
for your remembrance, your praise, and your steadfastness.

The blessed and exalted letter arrived. Praise be to God, it
was adorned with the mention of the Truth and trust in Him,
and from each of its letters wafted the fragrance of love. The
servant beseecheth God, his Lord, to exalt your honor through
His Name and to render you mighty through His might. After
its reading and perusal, it was brought to the presence of the
Master, Who said: “O Afnan, O ‘Ali, upon thee be the peace
of God, His mercy and His grace.” Your letter was mentioned
by this servant before His countenance. Praise be to God,
they are illumined by the light of love and enkindled with the
fire of affection. We beseech God to spread His signs through

thee and to open before thy face the door of grace and bounty.

Verily, He hath power over whatsoever He willeth, and He is
the Single, the One, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

We implore the Truth to assist your honor in all conditions
and to grant success in that which causeth the elevation and
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advancement of existence. O my God, O my God! Aid Thy
Afnan in that which Thou lovest and approvest, and ordain
for them that which shall protect them from Thine enemies,
and assist them in their commerce through Thy generosity and
bounty. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.

Praise be to God, the glad-tidings of well-being arrive like heav-
enly light. By God’s grace, all are well there, and here too they
are blessed by His favors. The letter from Jinab-i-Amin, upon
him be God’s peace, arrived and was the cause of joy and glad-
ness. However, regarding their movement, entry into the great
city is not permitted. There is no objection to the journey
of his honor the Afnan and Aga Nasru’llah. They said, God
willing, may they arrive safely and attain the divine blessings
ordained for them. And they said to convey greetings to Mirza
‘Abdu’l-Husayn. Praise be to God, he has been and continues
to be mentioned and is blessed with favors. We beseech God
to manifest through him in His path that which shall endure
as long as His names endure. Verily, He hath power over all
things.

Likewise, we mention the loved ones of that land and send them
greetings, and we seek for each one that which is the cause and
means of the perpetuation of name and remembrance. This
lowly one also conveys greetings to the beloved of the heart and
solace of loving eyes, his honor the Afnan, and I beseech God,
exalted be His glory, to ordain for them that which brings joy
to the friends. Verily, He hath power over all things. Similarly,
I convey greetings to Jinab-i-Amin and other travelers, each
one, and I seek for them enduring blessing from the heaven of
divine generosity. He is the Giver, He is the All-Bountiful.

The loved ones of that land, praise be to God, are ever be-
fore our sight and are mentioned in the presence of the Master.
Blessed are they. Today, in truth, the souls that are assured,
steadfast, content and pleasing are sanctified beyond descrip-
tion and praise. In view of outward means and their continu-
ance among the people, these remembrances flow from tongue
and pen. For the rest, the matter is in the hand of the Mighty,
the Powerful, and the Lord of grace and bounty. He doeth
and judgeth as He pleaseth, and He is the Commander, the
All-Informed.

Regarding the salary of the late Hakim Musa, upon him be
God’s mercy and forgiveness, assuredly what his honor the
Afnan hath written is correct. God willing, their reply will
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also be sent from this quarter, as well as the reply to Haji
Husayn and the Persian gentlemen, which will be sent to your
honor for collection upon arrival. The receipts will also be sent.
May light, mercy, glory and splendor be upon your honor and
upon those with you, and those who love you and hear your
word in this manifest Cause, and glory be upon you. There is
no God but Him, the Most High, the Most Great.
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To: Habibullah Aynul Mulk, Counsel of Iran, in Akka
Date: 1307-09-21 [1890-May-11]

He is God, blessed and exalted!

Praise be to the Most Glorious Goal of all the worlds, sanctified
above mention and utterance and exalted beyond the compre-
hension of all beings, Who with a single drop from the Kawthar
of His presence made the world intoxicated, that they might
attain to the hearing of the Word “Am I not?” and be enabled
to make reply. This drop increaseth wisdom rather than drunk-
enness. Light shineth forth from it, and joy and gladness and
delight and exultation are made manifest thereby. In truth,
that drop bestoweth eternal joy and everlasting delight. Well
is it with you, O people of faithfulness!

And now, the letter of that honored friend was in truth a mes-
senger bearing the pearls of love and affection. It brought
joy and dispelled sorrow and grief. Exalted is God, the Lord
of eternity and the Goal of all nations, Who hath deposited
within the words of His loved ones that which is the source of
joy and the dawning-place of gladness.

After its reading and perusal it was presented before the Face.
He saith, and His word is the truth: “O beloved! Upon thee
be My peace and My glory! We have heard thy call and have
answered thee with that whose fragrance shall never cease to
endure throughout the eternity of My most excellent names
and supreme attributes. We beseech God, exalted be He, to
make thee a key to hearts and minds, that through thee their
doors may be opened, and to ordain for thee the good of the
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hereafter and of this world, and to send down upon thee from
the heaven of His will a blessing from Him and a bounty from
His presence and a wealth from His side. He, verily, is the Pow-
erful, the Generous, and the Possessor of great bounty. There
is none other God but Him, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.”

Convey My greetings to all the kindred, both male and female,
young and old. They have been and are remembered in the
presence of this Wronged One. The non-mention of names
hath been due to the requirements of consummate wisdom:.

; Praise be to God that thou hast attained to the mention of the

Goal and art adorned with His favors. Thy letter, as well as
the letter thou didst send to thy honored and respected father,
were all read and, praise be to God, were the cause of joy and
gladness. In these days the Leaf, that is, thy mother, hath
received a promise that, God willing, we shall go and partake
of food in remembrance of thee. We beseech Him, exalted be
He, to gather us upon one carpet and in one place where we
may hear and speak.

His Holiness the Master and His Holiness Aqga Mirza
Muhammad-‘Ali - may my spirit be a sacrifice for them both
- have expressed their love and kindness. Praise be to God,
all are remembered and are recipients of favor. The circling
ones, both men and women, have mentioned and continue to
mention you, and they beseech from God that which hath had
and hath no likeness or equal. He, verily, is the All-Bountiful,
the Generous.

His Holiness Badi’u’llah hath repeatedly mentioned thee and
continues to do so, and hath repeatedly read thy letter and
beseecheth God to change remoteness into nearness. O hon-
ored friend, mention this Prisoner to the honored Aqa Rida
and convey greetings to him. We beseech God to honor the
Leaf, thy mother, and thy sister - upon them both be the glory
of God - and to sustain them with His manifest and hidden
bounties.

Glory and mention and praise be upon you and upon all who
are in the house, from God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Jinab Ba et al., in Baghistan
Date: 1307-09-26 [1890-May-16]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord

Praise, glory, gratitude and splendor be unto that most holy
and transcendent Being, the Object of all desire, Whom the
tyranny of oppressors, the rejection and opposition of the way-
ward, and the calumnies of slanderers failed to deter. His Will
is sovereign and His Purpose prevails, to such extent that, with-
out helper or assistant, He raised up His Cause in the prison
of ‘Akka, so that now in the assemblies of the kings of the
world, ministers, divines and mystics, this mention has been
and continues to be made, leaving all bewildered. Glorified be
His dominion, magnificent His signs, and mighty His proof!

At all times I beseech the Self-Sufficing Lord to adorn His loved
ones with the ornament of patience and tranquility, to illumine
them with the light of patience and forbearance, and to cause
them to supplicate that He may show kindness unto the kings
- who are the manifestations of His power and majesty - and
grant them success in distinguishing between the reformer of
the world and its corrupter. Verily, He is the Helper, the Wise,
the All-Knowing Teacher.

O beloved of my heart! Your letters have repeatedly arrived,
but the delay in replying rests upon your forgiveness. Your
latest letter, dated the first of the month of Jim, brought fresh
joy to this grieving heart. It has been said of old that the
remembrance of friends gladdens the Friend. After its perusal,
ascent was made to the supreme heights and the most exalted
Kingdom, and it was presented before the countenance of the
Lord of all beings, attaining the honor of His attention. Thus
speaks He, exalted be His glory, mighty His sovereignty, all-
encompassing His proof and evidence:

I am the Caller before the faces of all mankind from the prison
of ‘Akka

O thou who soarest in My atmosphere, who standest before
My throne, and drinkest the choice wine of My utterance! Hear
My call: verily there is no God but He, the Single, the One,
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. O spiritual youth! The
Point announced unto the people the establishment of Him
Who conversed on Sinai upon the throne of Manifestation. Yet
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when He appeared and was established, mankind turned away,
save those whom God, the Lord of the mighty throne, willed.

Say: O people, fear God! He Who was promised hath come, He
Who was hidden hath appeared, He Who was treasured hath
been made manifest. Through His appearance the call hath
been raised from every direction: ‘The Revelation is God’s, the
Kingdom is God’s, the Greatness is God’s, the One, the Sin-
gle, the Mighty, the Beautiful!” Say: Hath the eye of creation
beheld the like of what hath appeared in truth? Have ears
heard the like of what hath been sent down from the heaven
of bounty? Nay, by the Self of God, Who standeth over the
Cause with manifest sovereignty! Say: O concourse of men!
Cast away what ye possess and take what ye are commanded
in the Tablet. Verily it will preserve you, exalt you, and bring
you near unto the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Say: Raise
your heads from the couch of heedlessness. The Sun hath risen
from the horizon of the heaven of bounty, and the ocean of
grace surgeth in the name of your Lord, the Most Glorious.
Beware lest ye deprive yourselves of the bounty of God, the
Lord of all worlds. Say: Will vain imaginings profit you? Nay,
by His very Self, the Truth! Will idle fancies guide you? Nay,
by His Name, the Mighty, the Great! Shatter the idols by the
name of the Lord of Days. Verily He will deliver you through
grace and save you from grievous torment.

The people of the Bayan have taken for themselves what the
former people took. Thus have their souls enticed them and
made them among the most lost. Say: He hath come, for
Whom the near ones sacrificed themselves in His path, and He
hath appeared Who was mentioned in God’s Books, yet most
people remain heedless. We have sent down to them from the
heaven of bounty that which solaceth the eyes of the mystics.

O spiritual youth! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-
kindness! God, exalted be His glory, hath manifested Himself
in such wise that no possessor of hearing or sight hath denied or
will deny Him. Without armies or legions He hath aided His
Cause—an aid that is now celebrated and renowned in every
gathering and assembly. Exalted be His might and His power!
There is none other God but Him.

Praise be to God! We have effaced discord and strife from the
Holy Books and have established the Cause of God with justice
upon the throne of manifestation. Glory be to God! Strange
it is that while all the people of the Bayan became aware of
the tyranny, infidelity, misbelief and hypocrisy of the former
party, yet some have again clung to the fabricated tales and
false utterances of that people. Woe unto them, then woe unto
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them for having taken their vain imaginings as lords beside
God! They are indeed among the oppressors in My manifest
Book.

We make mention of the loved ones in that land—a mention
that enkindleth and causeth detachment. O thou who art im-
mersed in the ocean of My love! Reflect upon divine power
and the influence of His Word. His Cause hath been aided and
exalted from the earliest days until now, standing manifest and
eloquent before all faces. The clamor of the ignorant divines
of Persia who have appropriated unto themselves the name of
knowledge, and the tumult of the common folk of that land,
did not prevent the Lord of creation from revealing His Cause.
In all conditions He hath spoken this most exalted Word: “The
Lord of all being hath come, and sovereignty belongeth unto
God, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.”

Say: O people of God! Have ye heard the call and remained
patient, or were ye among the heedless? O hosts of God! Have
ye perceived the fragrance of God and remained tranquil, or
were ye among the negligent? In most of Our Tablets We have
made mention of what is meant by the hosts, that the world
might be preserved from corruption and strife. In this most
great Revelation, the banner of divine favor and the standard
of preexistent mercy have been raised high. The divine hosts
are goodly character, and His armies are praiseworthy deeds.

O spiritual youth! Although in this year the calumnies of
the calumniators and the oppression of the oppressors have
encompassed from every direction, yet through God’s grace
and bounty the greatest joy hath been manifest and visible
at all times. The cause of this is the adherence of the loved
ones to the firm handle of divine commandments. From the
time of Our arrival in Iraq, We forbade all from strife, con-
flict, corruption, murder and plunder. For nearly forty years
no one hath transgressed God’s command. In every land, the
oppressors of the world have inflicted upon the people of God
that which caused the solid rock to weep and the hearts of the
faithful to be consumed. Whatever befell them, they held fast
to the cord of patience and clung to the hem of resignation.
They were slain but slew not. The proof of this are the events
that occurred in the lands of Sad [Isfahan|, Kha [Khurasan],

a [Tehran] and other cities. Blessed are they who are en-
raptured with love! The oppressors of the world perpetrated
in that land what no oppressor had ever perpetrated, yet the
people of God did not retaliate. Rather, they interceded for
their oppressors and murderers. Well is it with them and may
they rejoice! We beseech God to assist them to achieve unity
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and harmony. Nevertheless, the learned ones have not become
aware.

Say: My God, my God! Purify Thy servants from the stench
of oppression and adorn them with the vesture of justice. O
Lord! Transform the land of oppression into the throne of
equity. O Lord! Anoint their eyes with the collyrium of light,
that they may behold whatsoever hath appeared with the eye
of justice. Verily, Thou art the Possessor of grace, and in Thy
hand are the reins of all things, both of the first and the last.
The resplendent Light shining forth from the horizon of the
heaven of My Will be upon thee, and upon thy household, and
upon those who are with thee, and who love thee for the sake
of God, the Lord of the worlds. End.

5 O Beloved of my heart! Man standeth bewildered, knowing

not what to utter. The sight of the peoples of the world hath
been altered, the power of vision hath been lost, and the fac-
ulty of hearing hath become extinct. That Cause whose ap-
pearance hath outshone the sun, and that Ocean whose waves
have encompassed the world — this have they denied. This de-
nial beareth witness to their sightlessness, and this failure to
hearken testifieth to their deafness. Glory be to God! What,
then, have been the reasons for such opposition, and what are
they now? There hath been no doubt, nor is there any, that
it is the recompense of their deeds that hath deprived them
all, and now naught remaineth save powerlessness and suppli-
cation at the threshold of the Lord of Being. O my God! O
my God! Thy servants have turned away from Thee, directing
their gaze toward the manifestations of idle fancies and vain
imaginings. I beseech Thee, O Sovereign of existence, by Thy
Name through which Thou hast subjected both the seen and
the unseen, to cleanse Thy servants from the dust of illusions
and to adorn them with the lights of certitude. Verily, Thou
art the Lord of all religions. There is no God but Thee, the
Ever-Forgiving, the Most Generous.

The mention of the honored brethren and esteemed friends,
the beloved companions — upon them be the splendor of the
All-Merciful — was made, and after supplication in the Most
Sacred and Exalted Court, these resplendent verses dawned
from the Dayspring of Utterance, the Desire of all the worlds.
This is what was revealed for His Honor Muhammad, upon
him be the glory of God. Thus speaketh He, exalted be His
utterance and glorified His proof:

7 He is the Rememberer and He is the Remembered
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O Muhammad! Rejoice in that thy name hath been made man-
ifest in that station which God hath ordained as the circling-
point of those who have drawn nigh unto Him. Give thanks
for the fragrance of the love of God, the Lord of all the worlds,
that hath been wafted from thee. Praise be unto thee for that
the Wronged One hath turned toward thee from the direction
of His prison, and hath revealed unto thee that which hath
enraptured the Concourse on High and the denizens of the
loftiest Paradise, and the people of the Tabernacle of Glory
in the Kingdom of the Most Glorious. From the horizon of
every word hath shone forth the Orb of Bounty from God, the
Sovereign of the Kingdom of Names.

O Muhammad! Verily, the Wronged One maketh mention of
thee when tribulations have encompassed Him — a mention
which, when revealed, causeth the books of the world to bow
down in submission. The Ancient of Days beareth witness to
this in this sublime station. Neither armies nor the tyranny of
the Pharaohs of the earth can prevent Him. He hath appeared
and manifested whatsoever He desired through a sovereignty
that hath overcome all who are in the heavens and on the earth.

When thou art seized by the attraction of the Call, turn toward
the Most Exalted Horizon and say: “Praise be unto Thee, O
my God, for having given me to drink from the chalice of Thy
bounty the Kawthar of Thy utterance. I beseech Thee by the
pearls hidden in the treasury of Thy protection, and by Thy
verses treasured in the heaven of Thy will, and by the mysteries
of Thy Most Great Name which hath encompassed the world,
to inscribe for me with the pen of Thy grace that which will
draw me nigh unto Thee and make me detached from all save
Thee. Verily, Thou art He Who hath power over whatsoever
Thou willest. There is no God but Thee, the Mighty, the
Bountiful.”

And this is what was revealed for His Honor ‘Ali, upon him be
the glory of God:

He is in the Most Exalted Horizon

O Ali! Has the rapture of thy Lord’s utterance seized thee?
Hast thou drunk the choice wine of detachment from the hand
of His bounty, or art thou of them that linger? We beseech God
to adorn thee with the most great profit in this trade wherewith
the Concourse on High is occupied, to illumine thy head with
the crown of fidelity, and to make thee among the horsemen
in the arena of wisdom and utterance on this Day wherein
He Who conversed on Sinai hath been established upon the
throne of Revelation, to the dismay of every doubtful scholar
and every remote mystic.
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Say: O people of the Bayan! Adorn your heads with the crown
of the remembrance of Him Who heralded Me. His word is the
truth, and I have written a gem concerning His remembrance:
He shall not be known through My allusions nor through what
was revealed in the Bayan. Beware, O people of the Bayan,
lest ye seek proof through what ye possess. By God’s life! The
books of the world shall profit you not this day save through
this Book that walketh and speaketh. He is God; there is
none other God but Him, the Mighty, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise. Say: Neither the promptings of the Guide nor of
Mihdi who spoke that which caused the dwellers of the pavil-
ions of grandeur and majesty to lament in the days of God,
the Mighty, the Praiseworthy, shall deliver you. Say: The Her-
ald gave you glad tidings and informed you, saying “All the
Bayan is as a ring upon His finger” Ye have cast the com-
mand of God behind your backs. What aileth you, O company
of wrong-doers? Thus hath the Tongue of Grandeur spoken in
this exalted station. Light and spirit and glory be upon you,
O party of God, from this time until such time as the sun shall
continue to shine from the horizon of the will of God, the Lord
of the exalted Throne.

This was revealed for His Honor Hasan, upon him be the Glory
of God:

In My Name, through which the ocean of bounty surged

O Hasan! Upon thee be My glory! The verses of God have en-
compassed the world, and from the clouds of bounty, in place of
rain, the pearls of wisdom and utterance have showered down.
The Call of Sinai is raised high, proclaiming “The Revelation
hath appeared!” Yet the embodiments of imitation and the
daysprings of limitation are deprived and forbidden from all
the outpourings of the Day of God. The deniers of the Bayan
are a thousand times greater than the deniers of the Qur’an.
They behold power yet deny it, they hear the verses yet turn
away from them. The ocean is manifest before all faces, yet
those heedless souls, lacking sight, seek right and left that per-
chance they might find some fetid pool to which they might
cling. The ocean needeth its fish, and the sky its soaring eagle.
The lizard was not and is not capable of plunging into the sea.
Say: O people of the Bayan! Look with justice and fairness and
speak. If this Most Great Revelation be denied, none shall be
able to establish proof of any Manifestation. This clear Cause
and this mighty Announcement bear witness to that. Glory
be from Us upon Our loved ones who have taken hold of the
Book of God with such power that the might of all who are in
the heavens and earth hath failed to prevent them.
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Every fair-minded one hath testified to the inability of servants
to reckon the grace and loving-kindness of God, exalted be His
glory. At all times there hath descended from the heaven of
divine verses that which is the cause of the life of the peoples
of the world. Yet most nations are heedless and unaware. For
the sake of two days of earthly life they have forsaken ever-
lasting life and eternal blessing. Fie upon them and their un-
derstanding! It behooveth Me to recite in this place what the
All-Merciful hath revealed in the Qur’an through His words,
exalted be He: “Leave them to plunge in vain discourse and
play” And let us cleave to the remembrance of the loved ones
before the countenance of the Lord of all humanity, that there
may be sent down for each one of them that which shall endure
as long as His names and attributes endure. Verily, He is the
Compassionate, the Bountiful.

This was revealed for His Honor Ahmad who attained the pres-
ence and won the victory - His word, exalted be His proof and
mighty His evidence and glorious His verses:

In the name of Him through Whom the light hath shone forth
from the horizon of the world

This is the Day whereon the Mother Book hath, in the King-
dom of Utterance, been enthroned upon the seat of knowledge,
proclaiming: O peoples of the earth! Fear God, and follow not
those who have disbelieved in His proof when it appeared, who
cast aside His verses when they were sent down, His evidence
when it was perfected, His mercy when it preceded all else, and
His grace when it encompassed all things. Thus hath the gate
of counsel been opened. Blessed is the soul that hath hear-
kened and attained, and woe unto every heedless and remote
one.

This is a Book from Us to him who hath turned and attained,
and hath drunk the choice wine of knowledge from the cup of
the All-Merciful’s grace time and again. We have remembered
him in diverse Tablets with a remembrance whose fragrance
shall not cease so long as the Kingdom of God, the Mighty,
the Praised, shall endure.

O thou who gazest upon the Countenance! We have raised up
the Cause with a sovereignty that hath conquered the world
and have revealed that which lay hidden before the faces of
the nations. Among them are those who denied, those who
turned away, those who disbelieved, and those who hearkened,
turned towards God and said: “Praise be unto Thee for having
manifested Thyself, O Thou God of all who are in the heavens
and on earth!” Take thou the Most Great Key in My Name,
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then unlock therewith the doors of hearts through My remem-
brance, the Mighty, the Wise. Thou hast attained unto that
which perisheth not, as doth testify the Lord of all beings in
His mighty prison.

We have enjoined upon the servants trustworthiness, godliness,
truthfulness and faithfulness, yet they have wrought that which
hath caused the Most Exalted Pen to lament, save those whom
God, the All-Merciful, the Gracious, hath willed. Glorify in My
name the faces of My loved ones, remind them of My verses,
and illumine them with the light of My knowledge. Verily thy
Lord is the Counselor, the All-Remembering, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed.

The glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of My grace
be upon thee, upon those with thee, and upon those who have
hearkened and responded to their Lord, the Ancient of Days.

And this is what was revealed for Jinab-i-‘Ayn, upon him be
the Glory of God

He is the Hearer, the Answerer

O ‘Ali! Upon thee be My glory! The Cause of God hath come
and the Most Great Proof hath been made manifest, yet the
nations have turned away, save those whom God, the Protector,
the Self-Subsisting, hath willed. The Hidden Treasure hath
been revealed and the Concealed Mystery unveiled, though the
generality of mankind comprehend not. They have cast aside
the Kawthar of Divine Unity and seized upon the wine of idle
fancy, yet they perceive it not.

Cast thy gaze upon the divines and reflect upon their deeds.
They mount the pulpits and utter words that cause tears to
flow from the eyes. They were created for My succor, yet
they have aided Mine enemies, though they understand not.
They have spurned the Guide and turned away from the Path.
Erelong shall they behold the recompense of their works before
the throne of God’s justice — He Who is the Sovereign of the
seen and the unseen. They have violated the Covenant of God
and His Testament, and have devoured the substance of men
wrongfully. To this do testify honored servants of God. The
verses have encompassed all regions, and He Whose advent the
Books of God, the Mighty, the Well-Beloved, have heralded,
hath appeared.

Verily, We have made mention of thee aforetime in divers
Tablets. Blessed is the servant who hath attained unto My
remembrance, hath uttered My praise, and hath clung fast to
My extended Cord. We beseech God to confirm thee in that
whose fragrance is wafted amongst the servants, through the
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eternity of His dominion and sovereignty. The world shall per-
ish, yet that which hath been revealed unto thee shall endure.
By My life! Its influence shall never cease in the realm of cre-
ation. To this beareth witness He with Whom is the preserved
Tablet. The Glory shining forth from the horizon of the heaven
of My providence be upon thee and upon those who are with
thee and who have believed in God, the Lord of all existence.

This is what was revealed for His Honor Baha by Baha’u’llah,
the Sovereign of all Names

In the Name of Him through Whom the light of God, the Lord
of all the worlds, hath shone forth

The Book hath been sent down in truth unto him who hath
turned towards the Straight Path of God. O Ba’, hearken unto
the call from the precincts of ‘Akka. Verily there is none other
God but Him, the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed. The gate of heaven hath been opened and the Lord
of Names hath come with a Cause before which the hosts of
the heavens and earth cannot stand. When thou drinkest the
choice wine of divine knowledge from the goblets of thy Lord’s
bounty, say: Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having re-
vealed unto me that which was hidden from Thy servants and
acquainted me with that which was treasured in Thy knowl-
edge. I beseech Thee by Thy most great signs and by the
lights of Thy countenance, O Lord of all beings, and by Thy
Name at Whose utterance all names bow down, and by Thy
light at Whose dawning all lights submit, to make me in all
conditions one who gazeth toward Thy horizon, who speaketh
Thy praise, and who aideth Thy Cause through wisdom and
utterance. I testify, O my God, to Thy oneness and Thy sin-
gleness, and to Thy mercy which hath preceded Thy servants
and Thy creation. O Lord, I am Thy servant and the son of
Thy servant. Thou seest me clinging to Thy cord and hoping
for the wonders of Thy grace. I beseech Thee not to disappoint
me of that which Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones and
Thy loved ones. Verily Thou art He through Whose command
the names appeared and the letter Kaf was joined to its pillar,
the letter Nun. There is none other God but Thee, the One
Who ruleth over what hath been and what shall be.

And this is what was revealed for His Honor Mirza Muhammad-
‘Ali, upon him be the Glory of God:

5 In My Name through which the Sun of Utterance hath shone

forth

A remembrance from Our presence unto him who hath drunk
the choice wine of knowledge in the days of God, the Lord

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

ety SN G o) oz ¥ (s pod I J5
degfm fw baz C; a.u;uu,ﬁ.\,
J?-)H&L‘&“L

Sl @ ade Lot 5 L s
PN
AW Oy B 5y e 4 sl o

(‘.a;“nmuﬂgxd,;\‘;;:;;wygg

VALY 6B b o Tl ael ST L

Tl Qb b 5 ke PRI
g’-"') ujw ‘J\ &\ uv,a)\y‘j “"‘)"‘“‘”
£ N Koy clas s e 0B
\)wugbguj@b\ué\g.\é\&
L Sems Dl 5 @ STl e
Sus sl 3 LS-'\“ &:‘L FRt3YA d}ﬁ
\jY\M&»J\&Js\ J)}q} ;-LQ“Y\
Sl 1 TEL eV G o
5 AL Y Tl Sl bl
5 Salsp s Saghiey (AL ) 0L
oy ) Ss 5 Sole i G Sam
St Klaze Gl St ol 5 Ss U
&c@;zw\&mm@ueg\“
sl ) SISl 5 S 6,58
LS S8 sl 5 LN o ek ST
by 06 L e emgdl ot NI Y 00

N9

T e Jo 02 Ve Ol 05 Vs

O s 282 ol et

WL GO Gy 2 L e 53
"ﬁv.:.J\/.kJ oo 4l L3l Gl g.')Tl\ C}i&b

122

41

16



18

Vol. 94: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1307 A.H. (1889-1890) part II

BH00087

of the Day of Return. We have turned toward him from the
precincts of the Prison and have revealed for him that whereby
the realities of all things were attracted in this Day wherein
the Herald hath proclaimed from the precincts of ‘Akka: The
Kingdom belongeth unto God, the Lord of Lords.

O Muhammad-‘Ali, give thanks unto God for having aided
thee, drawn thee nigh, and given thee to drink of the pure
water from the hand of the grace of the Lord of the Day of
Manifestation, and guided thee unto this Cause whereby feet
have slipped save for those whom God, the Lord of mankind,
hath willed. Counsel My servants on My behalf and remind
them of My verses, then read what We have revealed unto
thee with joy and fragrance. This is a day wherein hearts have
melted and servants have lamented by reason of what hath be-
fallen the Wronged One at the hands of those who have denied
His proof and His evidence, and have violated that which they
were bidden in the Mother Book. Say: Fear God, O company
of the heedless! By God, the Lord of the Day of Judgment
hath come with a sovereignty that hath conquered all who are
in earth and heaven. Thy name was mentioned before the
Wronged One, and We have revealed for thee that whereby
the hearts of such servants as have heard and responded were
attracted - these are they who, in the sight of God, the Lord of
all beings, are among the people of this station. Take the Book
by My command and say: Praise be unto Thee, O Thou the
Goal of the world, for having aided me to turn toward Thee
and remembered me through that whereby the fragrance of
the garment hath wafted throughout all lands. O Lord, Thou
seest the ocean of poverty desiring the ocean of Thy riches,
and it beseecheth Thee by Thy Most Great Name through
which Thou hast subdued the nations, to send down upon me
from the clouds of Thy grace and the heaven of Thy bounty
that which shall render me detached from all except Thee and
holding fast unto Thee and unto Thy verses and unto all that
hath appeared from Thee. O Lord, weakness hath seized me
in Thy days. I beseech Thee to make me strong through Thy
strength and mighty through Thy might. Verily Thou art He
unto Whose sovereignty every tongue hath testified, and to
Whose greatness and power every one possessed of understand-
ing hath borne witness. There is none other God but Thee, the
Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

And this is what was revealed for His Honor Mirza Davud,
upon him be the Glory of God:

In My Name through which the horizon of utterance hath been
illumined
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O Davud! The verses of God are being revealed from every
direction, and His evidences are pouring forth like rain from the
clouds of grace. That which was hidden is now manifest, and
the Speaker of the Mount is speaking without veil or covering
before all faces. The Psalms are being chanted and the call is
raised from the highest horizon. Blessed is the one whom the
wall of Gog did not prevent - and these Gog are the divines
of Persia who from the earliest days until now have prevented
the servants from the Law of God. Blessed is the soul whom
their clamor did not hinder, whose strength their might did
not weaken, and whom their dominion did not frighten. These
are servants whose mention God has revealed in His Books, His
Psalms and His Tablets. O David! God willing, through the
power and might of the Truth, exalted be His glory, thou shalt
rend asunder the veils of the heedless and give unto all the glad
tidings of the Great Announcement, that perchance they may
not remain deprived of the ocean of bounty. Strive thou, and
beseech God that He may not prevent His servants from the
outpourings of His days. He is the Forgiver of sins, and He is
the Transformer of hearts. We have mentioned thee before and
made known unto thee the path of God, the Lord of the House
and the Possessor of this lofty station. The glory shining from
the horizon of the heaven of My mercy be upon thee and upon
those who have testified to that which God hath testified and
who have acknowledged that which hath been sent down from
the Supreme Pen in His mighty and wondrous Book.

And this is what was revealed for his honor Mirza Muhammad-
Amin, upon him be the glory of God:

He is the Expositor, the All-Knowing

O Amin! Upon thee be My manifest glory. Blessed is the soul
that is illumined by the light of trustworthiness and adorned
with the ornament of faithfulness. In most Tablets We have
commanded the servants to perform good deeds and display
praiseworthy conduct, but some heeded not the divine coun-
sel and clung to their own desires, and there befell the tem-
ple of trustworthiness from heedless and oppressive souls that
which caused the eye of justice to weep. This Wronged One
hath, during the nights and days, counseled the servants of
God concerning that which would draw them nigh and profit
them, yet defiled ears attained not unto hearing. Strange, nay
most strange, that they remain heedless of that which prof-
iteth them and cling to that which harmeth and destroyeth
them. Ere long shall the carpets of the world be rolled up, and
the embodiment of justice shall be established upon the throne
of equity, and the station of the blessed words “Give unto each
his due” shall become manifest and evident. We beseech God
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to illumine all through the lights of the Day-Star of Justice and
to sever them from aught else beside Him. He is the Powerful,
the Mighty. Glory be upon thee and upon those who have held
fast unto the cord of counsel from God, the Lord of the worlds.

And this is what was revealed for his honor Ya’qub-‘Ali, upon
him be the glory of God:

In My Name, through Whose light the earth and heaven were
illumined

; O Ya'qub! The Joseph of God dwelleth in the well of the op-

pressors, and at every moment there befalleth Him that which
causeth the people of the cities of justice and equity to lament.
We commanded trustworthiness, yet they clung to treachery;
We enjoined equity, yet they embraced tyranny. Through what
they possess they remain heedless and veiled from what is with
God. Do they not see that they die and dwell in their tombs?
Do they not see that they depart and return not? Glory be
to God! Heedlessness hath reached such a state that pen and
ink are powerless to describe it. They waited for My days, but
when they came they turned away and pronounced against Me
a grievous judgment. Their vain desires have prevented them
from drawing nigh unto God, the Peerless, the All-Informed.
We beseech God to assist thee and His loved ones to champion
His Cause through wisdom and utterance, and to strengthen
you with the hosts of goodly deeds and virtuous character. He
is verily the Almighty, the All-Powerful. Say: My God, my
God! Thou seest Thy devoted servants amidst Thy rebellious
ones, and beholdest the wolves surrounding Thy loved ones. I
beseech Thee by the lights of the Sun of Thy knowledge and
by the mysteries deposited in Thy Tablets to enable them to
return unto Thee, to draw near to the court of Thy nearness,
and to stand before the door of Thy bounty. Thou art verily
the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

’ Praise be to God Who hath removed our grief, manifested unto

us His signs, and sent down upon us His favors. The heavenly
food and the bounty of utterance descendeth at all times. We
implore God to assist His servants that they may attain unto
it and not be deprived. O Thou in Whose hand is grace and
bounty! Have mercy on Thy servants with the mercy that
hath preceded existence, then unveil unto them through Thy
generosity, O Loving One, that they may turn to the lights of
Thy countenance and seek shelter in the shadow of Thy care. 1
testify that Thou art the All-Bountiful in all conditions. There
is no God but Thee, the Self-Sufficient, the Most Exalted.

Mention was made of Nuru’llah and Diya’u’llah, upon them
be the Glory of God. After its presentation in the Most Holy
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and Most Exalted Court, these words were revealed from the
Dayspring of the divine will. His mighty utterance and glorious
proof proclaim:

In the Name of the Kind Friend

O Nuru’llah! In this hour when the Wronged One of the world
walketh in the Most Great Prison, He hath turned toward thee
and maketh mention of thee. We beseech God to water the
saplings of the garden of divine knowledge with the rains of
grace and bounty, that they may reach the station of maturity,
which is the station of the appearance of fruits. He is the
Hearer, the Answerer. God willing, thou shalt abide beneath
the shadow of God’s special favor, glorified be His majesty,
and be illumined by the lights of Him Who conversed on Sinai.
Praise be to God, thy father attained the Most Sublime Vision
and his presence was adorned with acceptance. He heard the
Call on a day when most of humanity was prevented from
hearing, and drank the choice wine of utterance from the hand
of the bounty of his Lord, the All-Merciful. Blessed art thou,
and blessed is he, and blessed are those who are with you
on this blessed, mighty, wondrous Day. The glory from Us
be upon thee and upon every one who hath attained to this
mighty Cause.

And this is what was revealed for Diya’u’llah, upon him be the
Glory of God:

2 In the Name of the One God

O Diya’! Upon thee be the Glory of God, the Lord of Names!
Praise thou the Desired One of all worlds Who brought thee
from nothingness into being and adorned thee with the orna-
ment of existence in days for which there hath been no peer or
likeness. Thou and the love of God have, in truth, come into be-
ing as twins. Blessed be the loins that have attained unto this
wondrous remembrance. The gaze of divine favor hath ever
been and will continue to be directed towards thee. Praise
be unto Thee, O my God, for having illumined the hearts of
them that have turned towards Thee with the light of Thy
knowledge, and caused their tongues to speak Thy praise and
glorification, and revealed unto them that which was hidden
from most of Thy servants. O Lord! Draw them nigh through
Thy bounty and grant them the Kawthar of Thy utterance.
Verily Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful, verily Thou art the
Compassionate, the Generous.

O spiritual youth! Upon thee be the everlasting Glory of God!
Convey to all the kindred and relatives the greetings from the
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Wronged One, and give them all the glad-tidings of the efful-
gences of the Day-Star of grace and bounty. Say: Blessed are
ye for having attained unto the days of God, the Lord of the
mighty throne and the exalted seat. We make mention of all
the loved ones in that land. Say: O loved ones of God and His
party! We beseech Him that He may cause to flow forth from
you, in His name, that which shall endure throughout the per-
petuity of His dominion. Blessed be ye, and His mercy be upon
you. Ye are they whom neither the harm of the oppressors nor
the opposition of the transgressors hath withheld. We counsel
you to observe wisdom - wisdom being such deeds and actions
as would cause the heedless ones of the world to become aware
and draw them nigh unto the party of God. The helpless ser-
vants have been reared by the divines in vain imaginings. The
wise ones of the earth must, with the utmost kindness and love,
summon the people to the Law of God and the Dawning-Place
of His favors. Should they become adorned with the ornament
of awareness, all will circle round it.

5 O party of God! We beseech Him that He may manifest from

you steadfastness - a steadfastness the like of which hath never
been seen. The former people were deprived of the Dawning-
Place of divine revelation through vain imaginings and doubts.
They considered themselves the most profitable of all the world,
yet on the Day of Manifestation they were seen to be the most
lost. Say: God protect us and you, O party of God, from
their vain imaginings and doubts, and from their deeds and
actions and words and beliefs. For had their deeds and beliefs
been in harmony, they would surely have attained recognition
and been blessed with the knowledge of God, exalted be His
glory. It hath been repeatedly mentioned that the recompense
of the deeds of that tyrannical group deprived them of the
Dawning-Place of divine justice and the Source of His mercy.
The false tales of old prevented the people from the Most Great
News which was mentioned in the divine Books of the past and
future.

My God, my God! Aid them to return unto Thee and to make
good what they missed when the Sun of Thy Revelation shone
forth. All created things have testified to Thy grace and all
contingent beings to Thy mercy. Deprive not Thy servants of
the ocean of Thy bounty, from whose waves can be heard: The
kingdom and the dominion belong unto God, the Lord of the
worlds. The Glory shining from the horizon of Revelation be
upon you, O loved ones of God and His friends, upon your first
and your last, your outward and your inward being, and the
mercy of God and His blessings.
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prayer along with many other sacred writings was sent from
the prison to another location. And the new prayer that was
later revealed - its recitation depends on times when one
observes a certain state within oneself. In truth, it hath been
revealed in such wise that were it to be recited upon a rock,
that rock would stir and speak forth, and were it upon a
mountain, it would move and flow. Blessed is he who reciteth
it and is among those who act. The recitation of either prayer
sufficeth. Should one observe with justice and fairness any
verse of its verses or any word of its words, he would pass
beyond his own understanding and that of the people, and fix
his gaze upon that which is with God.

As for what ye mentioned concerning the slaughtered animal
that hath died, its ruling is as before. Thus hath the Lord de-
creed at this time. And concerning what was asked about the
heavens and the stars, this hath already been revealed by the
Supreme Pen regarding these matters - there is no need for re-
peated mention. And regarding the permission for pilgrimage
about which ye wrote, after this firm decree was presented, this
utterance was manifested from the tongue of grandeur: when-
ever the means are available and wisdom requireth it, they may
make the pilgrimage.

Concerning the mention of Aqa Mirza Ibrahim, upon him be
the Glory of God and His mercy that precedeth all, after these
shining words were presented, there dawned from the horizon
of will these words - exalted and blessed be He: “O spiritual
youth! Praise be to God Who aided thee to fulfill what was
incumbent upon thee according to God’s decree, the Protector,
the Self-Subsisting. Convey My greetings unto him and give
him the glad tidings of the acceptance of his deed. We beseech
God to open before his face the gates of grace and bounty, and
to ordain for him that which shall be a light unto him and shall
go before his face in all the worlds of God. Verily He is the
Protector of those who have believed in Him and have acted
according to what they were commanded in His perspicuous
Book.”

This servant doth likewise offer praise and glorification, and
doth beseech the True One — exalted be His glory — to vouchsafe
unto them that which is enduring and everlasting. The leaves
recording their arrival have likewise been perused and have
been adorned before the Countenance with the embellishment
of divine acceptance. The remainder of the sum must needs
reach the Beloved of hearts, His Honor Amin — upon him be the
glory of Baha’u’llah — inasmuch as the amount of fifty tumans
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hath been consigned unto him, that he may convey it unto
certain souls in the Land of Sad. Well is it with those who
labor in the path of God and with those who are endued with
true knowledge!

Mention was made of His Honor Mulla Husayn — upon him
be the glory of Baha'u’llah — and likewise reference was made
unto his craft. After this matter was submitted to the Most
Sacred and Inaccessible Threshold, these resplendent verses
were revealed specifically for him from the heaven of the Will
of the Sovereign of Names and Attributes. Thus speaketh He
Whose utterance is mighty and Whose proof is glorious:

He is the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing

The Book speaks before the faces of the parties and says: O
concourse of earth! Know ye the value of the Day of God, and
deprive not yourselves of His infinite bounties. This Day has
no peer or likeness. The bounty of utterance and the banquet
of knowledge have descended from the heaven of the favor of
the Beloved of all creation. Blessed is the soul that has turned
and attained, and woe unto the heedless! O Husayn! After
this, the Lord of all beings has turned toward thee from the
prison quarter and makes mention of thee. In the estimation
of those endowed with insight and the denizens of the most
exalted Paradise, the riches of the world and the treasures of
nations cannot equal this mention. Say: Praise be unto Thee,
O Lord of the worlds, and glory be unto Thee, O Glory of those
who are in the heavens and on earth! Your handiwork has been
presented and has attained the glance of favor. Reflect upon
the sublimity of the ocean of divine grace.

By My life! All the things of the world were and are unworthy
of mention in the Holy Court, but as your handiwork has ap-
peared through love and you have sent a spiritual youth, it has
been adorned with the ornament of mention by the One Who
is the Goal of all beings and illumined with the light of accep-
tance. Verily, He is the All-Bountiful, the Mighty, the Wise.
Praise be unto Him, as He is the Beloved of the mystics and the
Goal of the sincere ones. The ocean of bounty has appeared
with waves upon waves. A single atom of deeds that have ap-
peared and do appear in His path stands forth in His presence
as lofty as the heavens. Can anyone enumerate this bounty?
Nay, by His manifest sovereignty! Although the thanksgiving
and praise of this servant do not and will not reach the hem of
this blessing, unless His grace takes hold and His mercy accepts.
Every created thing has testified to His loftiness, His transcen-
dence, His grace, His giving, His favor, and His bounty. There
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is no God but He, the Forgiving, the All-Merciful, the Single,
the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

I make mention of the loved ones of that land, both young and
old, and hope from the grace and mercy of the sovereign Who
doeth as He willeth that in those regions the light of submis-
sion and contentment may shine forth and all may attain unto
that which hath been sent down from the heaven of the Divine
Will in the holy Tablets. In truth, that which is obligatory
today according to His command is that all should hold fast
to such deeds as will attract the people of the earth. I beseech
Him to assist and enable all to do that which they have been
commanded in the Book. Verily, He is the Generous, the Pos-
sessor of great bounty. There is no God but He, the Mighty,
the All-Knowing.

Glory and mention and praise be upon you and upon those
with you and upon everyone who has turned, recognized, and
attained unto this wise Remembrance and this mighty Com-
mand.

77 The servant 27 Ramadan 1307
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)
Date: 1307-09-26 [1890-May-16]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

Praise be to God, the Everlasting, the Eternal, the All-
Powerful, Who hath encompassed earth and heaven through
His Supreme Word, Who hath created man and distinguished
him above all other created things, taught him His path,
enabled him to voice His praise, and caused him to know that
which draweth him nigh unto His most holy court and sacred
threshold. He, verily, is the One Who doeth what He willeth
through His word “Be,” and it is. Glory and splendor be
upon the Hands of His Cause who have arisen to serve Him
and have traversed the lands by His leave to exalt His Word.
These are honored servants, triumphant servants, servants
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who have held fast to the cord of God, the Protector, the
Self-Subsisting.

Thereafter, the letter of that beloved of the heart was received
repeatedly. In truth, in each one the signs of the vernal breeze
were evident, and since it was adorned with the mention of

the Peerless Friend, it brought freshness to the world of being.

After its reading, having sought permission to present it at the
Most Exalted Station and the Dawning-Place of the revelation
of the Lord of all beings, it was entirely submitted and achieved
the honor of being heard. And this is what was sent down from
the heaven of grace and bounty in reply, His Word—exalted be
His majesty, mighty be His proof, and great be His sovereignty:

O Amin! Upon thee be the glory of God, the Lord of the
worlds! Thy letters were received repeatedly and repeatedly
achieved the honor of being presented and answered in the
Most Holy Court. We beseech God, thy Lord and the Lord of
the throne and earth, to aid thee to that which will elevate the
station of humanity in the world of creation. Verily, He doeth
whatsoever He willeth. We ask of the Truth to assist thee.

O Amin! Thy name is associated with the name of God, and
thy relation is mentioned and attributed to Him. We hope
that this station and this rank will remain before thine eyes
that thou mayest act according to their requirements. Thou
hast ever been occupied with the mention of the friends. In
every letter thou hast made mention of the sincere ones and
those who are nigh with most excellent remembrances, and
hast sought special favors for each one. God willing, hereafter
too, even as before, nay rather like unto the sun among the
companions, thou shalt be radiant and luminous. Great is
the station of the servants with God, how much more that
of His loved ones, how much more that of His chosen ones,
how much more that of the companions of the Crimson Ark
who have detached themselves from all save Him and regard
and have regarded all else as non-existent. Names did not veil
them, nor did might and glory prevent them. Their purpose
hath been and is none other than the exaltation of the Word
and the quenching of the fire that hath been kindled, through
wisdom and utterance. In this Revelation the sun of mercy
hath risen and is manifest from all directions. There is no place
for warfare, and no station for strife. The heat of the sword
and wrath have been transformed into the gentle breezes of
compassion and kindness.

The souls who are associated with the Most Great Name must
at all times assist the purpose of the worlds through the hosts
of utterance, and must recognize the station of the helpers and
not transgress the rights of the servants. In this day, every one
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of the kings who hath arisen to help and who hath protected
the sheep from the wolves—this party of truth must recognize
this favor and, throughout the kingdom of earth and heaven,
must engage in praise and gratitude to God and in glorification
and laudation of the helper.

O my God, my God! Aid the rulers of the earth and its learned
ones to look upon what Thou hast manifested with justice and
fairness. Then assist them, O my God, in that which will
profit them in all the worlds of Thy worlds. Verily, Thou art
the Almighty, the Glorious, the Unconstrained.

Convey My greetings to the loved ones and say: Strive ye,
and through kindliness and compassion and unity and one-
ness, guide the servants to the Dayspring of Revelation and
the Source of Inspiration. O people of Baha! By the Luminary
of Utterance which hath shone forth from the horizon of the
will of the Lord of all beings in this darksome night, to what-
ever degree ye increase in hearts the love which is a divine trust,
the lights of guidance will encompass and illumine the world.
Attention, vision and deeds must be for the sake of God, not
for the desires of self and passion. In creation the effulgences
of the Light of Divine Manifestation exist and are witnessed.
Cast aside hatred and hold fast to supreme love. We beseech
God to draw you nigh unto Him and cause you to speak that
which will attract the hearts of His servants, and to aid you in
that which will guide creation to His path and acquaint them
with the way of righteousness. Verily He is the Lord of the
servants and the Ruler on the Day of Return.

The mention of that beloved one is ever present in heart and
tongue. I beseech the True Omnipotent to increase at every
moment his resolve and success in service. Verily He is the
Powerful, the Mighty.

The letter from that beloved one which arrived from Beirut was
read. Regarding the mount mentioned therein, after presenta-
tion They said: The honored Amin is aware of the multitudes
in this land. The existing mounts should be offered for sale
rather than new ones acquired.

The letter of the spiritual beloved, the honored ‘Ayn, upon
him be the Glory of God, the Most Glorious, which was sent
to that honored one and forwarded to the Most Holy Court,
was presented in its entirety. They said: The aforementioned
one, upon him be My glory and loving-kindness, though he ex-
pressed in his letter lack of success, yet Truth beareth witness
to his success and confirmation. The King of deeds and Mas-
ter of acts is the recognition of God, as acknowledged by the
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Self-Sufficient. Praise be to God, he hath attained unto this
and hath quaffed from the choice wine of utterance and the
Kawthar of exposition. And that tribulations and hardships
sometimes befall him is due to his connection to the Divine
Cause. From the earliest days until now, the Ancient Beauty
hath suffered at the hands of the peoples that which caused
the essence of being to lament and the eye of reality to weep.

O Amin! We bear witness to his acceptance and turning unto
God in days when acceptance was as rare as the philosopher’s
stone - mentioned in word but absent in meaning. The honored
Varqa, upon him be My glory and loving-kindness and grace,
is present in that land. Let them consult with him and with
any of the loved ones they wish, and adhere to what emerges
from consultation. By the life of God, ‘Abdu’llah is present
and witnessed in the court of the Wronged One. We have
given him to drink of the Kawthar of My remembrance from
the hand of My bounty and have mentioned him in that which
will preserve his remembrance in My perspicuous Book.

O Amin! In every city thou enterest, mention the loved ones
on behalf of the Wronged One. Say: Reflect upon the Shi’ih
sect. Until now they have not found rest or peace, and are so
aflame with the fire of hatred and animosity that if every atom
of creation were given a tongue, or if a hundred tongues were
ordained for each, they could not enumerate it. Every discern-
ing one beareth witness to this. With utmost effort preserve
the people lest they again fall prey to the vain imaginings of
the deniers of the previous dispensation. Verily He speaketh
the truth and guideth to the Way. There is none other God
but He, the Mighty, the Beautiful.

This evanescent servant conveyeth greetings and salutations to
the friends in every city and every land, and beseecheth God-—
exalted be His glory and abundant be His favors—for whatso-
ever leadeth to the exaltation of His Word and the elevation
of His Cause. Verily our Lord is the One Who hath power
over whatsoever He willeth, and He is the Counsellor, the All-
Remembering, the Trustworthy. Praise be to God, the Lord
of all worlds. Glory and remembrance and praise be upon
you and upon the people of Baha who have stood firm with
supreme steadfastness in this momentous Cause.

5 The servant 26 Ramadan 1307
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To: mother of Jinab-i-Jalal et al.
Date: 1307-10 [1890-May]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I know not by what thing and
by what name.... When I behold in Thy creation the signs
of Thy craftsmanship and the tokens of Thy power, I beseech
Thee by the heaven and its stars and its radiance, and the moon
and its light, and the earth and its waters and its bounties
and its trees and what is treasured therein, and the seas and
their pearls concealed within their shells, and by that which
is within Thy knowledge and the treasuries of Thy power, to
protect Thy loved ones from the evil of Thine enemies. Then
exalt them, O my God, through Thy Name, in defiance of the
oppressors among Thy creatures who have adorned their heads
with turbans and thereby prevented the people from arriving
at the shore of the ocean of Thy oneness. O Lord! Seize
them through Thy power, then aid Thy loved ones through Thy
loving-kindness and Thy handmaidens through Thy grace. I
testify at this moment that victory is their being aided to know
Thee and enabled to remember and praise Thee. I beseech
Thee to assist them in all conditions. Verily Thou art the
Self-Sufficient, the Most Exalted.

O Lord! Thou seest one of Thy handmaidens and another
handmaiden of Thine who have turned unto Thee and desired

to carry out what Thou hast commanded them in Thy Book.

Ordain for her that which will make her steadfast in Thy love,
then accept her deed. Verily Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty,
the All-Bountiful.
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To: Ali et al.
Date: 1307-10-05 [1890-May-25]

In the name of our eternal Lord who does not pass away! Iy S e L, ot

At this moment this servant is present before the Seat of , ol ;) Zsﬂf (.LQ\M@\Q@@\); 2
the Lord, and this Most Great Glad-Tidings flows from the 4§ ¢ lu 4 ¢ > Je! fb 3 esS ola
Suprfar?ae Pen, bl'essed and exalted be His Word: Although the ‘ e 02 ) Dl e f\ A J)L;
conditions of this land are not known, yet as a token of My ,
loving-kindness unto him, I proclaim and say: O Ali, upon L ‘J);‘J 6’“ 4 sl \JLGL‘ B-STRUS:
thee be My Glory! Turn thy face toward the Most Exalted é‘y‘ u’y‘)ﬂ" Sers d) Al %S'l‘ é‘
Horizon with such turning that all created things will thereby uW\ Jye & L) oK 4 - 5l
turn unto God, the Revealer of verses and the Manifestor of o3I o o8 sl UK Sl ghie

clear proofs. Thus hath the Sun of Permission shone forth ol )\ Sle Al 3511 ¢ ™ 3
from the horizon of the heaven of God’s will, the Lord of all
men.

O Haydar-‘Ali! Give him these glad-tidings of this most great rkf}/\ Ml Vs o J.A o g pu= U8
bounty and illumine him with the lights of the Luminary of
God’s loving-kindness, his Lord, the All-Bountiful.

His honor Amin, upon him be the Glory of God, the True  pll :;:L\ S A L ale gl Ol 1
Sovereign, the Manifest, has, according to the command, ,§7 Gl os o - 5 Sl OL Mfy\ i
turned toward those regions. We make mention of him as iz o) 4l Jed Sl ge i B LS
We mentioned him in successive years. We beseech God to el I :sjﬂ‘f & o o) Baad: o 2
preserve him and aid him to serve His Cause. Verily He is ] S.EJ\ Ty ah S
the Mighty, the All-Conquering, the Powerful. Thus it ends. - ’ ’ el
Unto God be praise, glory, thanksgiving and splendor.

e R RN I

At this moment the Countenance of the Ancient King turned - >0 Ao b ¢ S dmy o ) 55 B
toward this servant, and the Sun of Permission aforementioned e oslyl sle 151, STe 03 ol ,

rose and shone from the horizon of the heaven of will. And sy w 2 gt ) d)" , é\’ ,

when the command was concluded, He smiled and said:
“Blessed be he and joy be unto him! May the spirit of all who 2 /‘5“ U)g':é Sy CJJf L:/ 54 L.’.“”
dwell in the kingdom of command and creation be a sacrifice 5} o8 Lo Gl o1l b 5 o1l ezl W)
unto His loving-kindness and bounty!” This servant too L b e S, 4{\ ddbs Uyl gl
beseeches for the friends that which will cause the appearance
of joy and fragrance in the world and among the peoples.
Verily He is the Fulfiller of needs and the Revealer of verses.

26 4 o e s e s cwl 0l
LY e 5 Slald

i Diya’, on the 5th of the revered month of Shawwal 1307. VYV V'E”H d\;&ﬂ:ﬂ ols 6
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To: Haji Ali Akbar Ahmaduf (son of Haji Ahmad Milani)
Date: 1307-10-14 [1890-Jun-3]

...Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of the Kingdom and Ruler of
the Realm of Might! I beseech Thee by Thy Name through
which Thou didst establish the Resurrection and manifest its
mysteries, and the Hour and its signs, and through which Thou
didst rend asunder the veils and shrouds, to make me steadfast
in Thy service and firm in that which Thou hast caused me to
know through Thy bounty and generosity. O my Lord! I testify
that from the thirst of remoteness the livers of Thy chosen ones
have melted, and from the fire of separation the hearts of Thy
loved ones have been consumed. I beseech Thee by the lights
of Thy countenance and the mysteries of Thy knowledge to
draw me nigh unto the ocean of Thy bounty and the river of
Thy mercy. Verily Thou art the Omnipotent, the Mighty, the
Bestower....
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To: Ali Muhammad
Date: 1307-10-2/4 [1890-Jun-13]

Praise be to the Omnipotent Sovereign Who hath illumined
the realm of wisdom and utterance with the lights of the Sun
of Truth. Each of His names is a gateway to blessing, mercy,
grace, bounty, protection and generosity, and the effects of
each have been and continue to be the cause of order in the
world and the preservation of nations. Through His name the
Educator, He hath educated and continueth to educate the
world, and in the Perspicuous Book He hath called Himself
the Lord of all worlds. Yet the people of Persia have restricted
this greatest of bounties and imagined it to be exclusively their
own. Through His name the Quickener, the breath of life was
breathed, and through His name the Powerful, other effects
appeared...

Death is nothing more than ascending from one world to an-
other world more subtle than the first. It is being transferred
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from one state of existence to another. The detached amongst
My servants look forward to this state and beseech God, glori-
fied be His glory, to attain it, for after the soul ascendeth, it
shall circle around God and enjoy His presence, after which it
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To: Ibn Asdaq (Hand of the Cause) et al., in Tihran
Date: 1307-10-27 [1890-Jun-16]

In the name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted, Most
Glorious Lord!

2 Praise be to Thee, O my God, for having manifested Thy
Cause, sent down Thy verses, revealed Thy proofs, and en-
abled the Hands of Thy Cause to exalt Thy Word. Thou hast
granted them success in proclaiming that which Thou hast
willed through Thy bounty and favor, given them to drink
of Thy sealed wine, guided them to Thy extended path, and
united their hearts through Thy beloved Name. I beseech Thee,
O Lord of the Kingdom and Sovereign of grandeur and might,
by Thy Name through which Thou hast conquered the hearts of
Thy servants and adorned them with the light of Thy knowl-
edge, to adorn them with the ornament of Thy Name, the
All-Encompassing over all who dwell in Thy earth and heaven,
that they may arise through Thy power to serve Thee and may
open the doors of Thy servants’ hearts with the keys of Thy
most excellent names and exalted attributes. There is no God
but Thee, the Single, the One, the Mighty, the Powerful, the
All-Bountiful.

The handwriting of that beloved of the heart, like a rose from
the garden of inner meanings, perfumed the courtyard of the
heart, for all its letters and words spoke in praise and remem-
brance of the Lord of Names, bringing new joy to both the
visible and invisible realms. Praise be to God that, beyond
the supreme blessing and mighty feast that is the mention
and praise of the Lord of all beings, it carried another joy,
which was the glad tidings of the health and well-being of that
beloved one. After its observation, reading and understanding,
approach was made to the eternal gate, and before the seat of
the Goal of all worlds, following permission and leave, all of
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it was presented. Thereupon the lips of the Lord of Destiny
smiled, and He spoke that which caused the ocean to surge and
the fragrance to waft, and that which had been hidden from
all eyes appeared, and that which had been preserved from
comprehension and minds was revealed, until the utterance
concluded with that which I am unable to mention to thee, O
beloved of my heart, for when the waves of the ocean of ut-
terance of our Lord, the Most Merciful, surge forth, none can
contain and relate it save according to their capacity, through
His might and power. Glorious is His utterance, mighty His
proof, and magnificent His bestowal.

In My Name, warbling upon the branches with diverse melodies

O thou who gazest upon the Countenance and uttereth praise!
Hear My call from the Prison of ‘Akka. Verily, He maketh
mention of thee in such wise as to bestow upon thee wings
of moist crimson ruby, that thou mayest soar thereby in this
atmosphere from whose rushing winds is heard that which the
son of ‘Imran heard on the Mount of Knowledge. Verily thy
Lord hath turned toward thee at the most excellent of times
and maketh mention of thee in such wise that its fragrances
shall endure throughout the eternity of His mighty and won-
drous Kingdom.

i We have brought forth from the shells of the ocean of knowl-

edge the pearls of wisdom and utterance, and from the trea-
suries of My Pen the jewels of knowledge and certitude. Blessed
art thou for having attained unto My presence, for having
tasted the sweetness of My utterance, and for having witnessed
the light shining resplendent from the horizon of the heaven of
My Revelation, and for having achieved that which was in-
scribed in the Books of God, the Lord of all worlds.

Be thou eloquent amongst My servants with such detachment
as shall attract their hearts and tranquilize their souls. Ver-
ily thy Lord is the All-Wise Teacher, the Inspiring One, the
Mighty, the Powerful.

Thy letter hath arrived and was presented by the servant who
standeth before the Face. We have sent down for thee that
which shall draw thee nigh unto God, the Lord of this exalted
station. We have indeed revealed verses throughout the nights
and days in such wise that they have encompassed all created
things and reached the East and West of the earth. Verily thy
Lord is powerful over whatsoever He willeth through His Word
that prevaileth over all who are in the heavens and the earth.
Nothing escapeth His knowledge, nor can the oppression of the
oppressors frustrate Him.
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O son of My Most Truthful Name! Upon thee be My glory
and My loving-kindness. We have remembered Our loved ones
in days wherein trials and tribulations have encompassed Us.
This is attested by that which hath flowed from My Pen and
been uttered by My tongue. Verily thy Lord is the Remem-
berer, the Commander, the All-Wise.

Arise to serve the Cause with such steadfastness as cannot be
hindered by hosts nor shaken by the clamor of the heedless.
Say: O people! He hath come for your life and desireth naught
save the refinement of your souls and the unity of your hearts.
This is witnessed by that which hath been revealed in the Scrip-
tures, the Tablets, and His perspicuous Book. We have lifted
the law of holy war as a bounty from Our presence and have
commanded all to unity and concord as a mercy from Us, and
We are verily the Forgiving, the Merciful.

Say: O My loved ones in Kha! The Lord of all mankind re-
membereth you as He hath remembered you before in various
Tablets. Fear God, then help your Lord with the hosts of ut-
terance, as bidden by Him. He will protect you and guard
you, and He is the Protector, the Mighty, the Powerful, the
All-Wise. We counsel you to be patient and forbearing in all
circumstances. He hath chosen for you what He hath chosen
for Himself. Rejoice in this utterance from which wafteth the
fragrance of the loving-kindness of your Lord, the All-Merciful,
the Most Merciful.

Purify your ears from the sayings of the
heedless and the oppressors, that they may be illumined by the
light of the utterance of the Purpose of all worlds. Whosoever
attaineth unto this, neither the oppression of the world nor the
tyranny of the nations shall keep him back from the Ancient
of Days. Your station in the sight of God is great. Were you
to catch a glimpse thereof for an instant, you would hasten
toward it with heart and soul.

Know ye the value of these days and the divine gifts and favors.
Strive that ye may attain unto such deeds as shall be crowned
with His good-pleasure. The whole world hath been created
for the Day of God, yet all are heedless while ye have attained.
Give thanks unto your Lord by night and by day, and praise
Him at eventide and at dawn.

The Glory manifest and resplendent and the Light bright and
shining be upon thee and upon those who are with thee and
who hearken unto thy words concerning the Cause of God, the
Mighty, the Great.

5 All praise and glory be unto Him, all thanksgiving and radi-

ance be unto Him, for He hath made mention of His loved ones
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in both states of sorrow and joy, in such wise that from every
word thereof the fragrance of His bounty is wafted and the
sweet savors of His generosity and bestowals are diffused. No
matter and no thing can ever prevent the Most Great Ocean
from the waves of His grace. Once these exalted words were
heard from the Tongue of the Lord of all beings - exalted be
His utterance: “O servant! The clamor of the people, the op-
pression of the tyrannical, and the transgressions of the mighty
ones and pharaohs of the earth have not and will never prevent
the Sun from its rays nor the Ocean from its waves.” Praise
be to God, the Ocean is surging in such wise that were He to
will it, He would verily draw all unto Himself and bring them
near. However, He leaveth them be so that there might be
manifested from them that which was deposited within them.
The servant beseecheth his Lord to strengthen those whom He
hath made the Hands of His Cause in His Book to mention and
praise Him with joy and fragrance. Verily, He is the Almighty,
the Glorious, the All-Bountiful.

Mention was made of the spiritual friend, Jinab-i-Mahmud,
upon him be the Glory of God, and may He confirm him in
that which He loveth and pleaseth. After being presented at
the Most Holy and Exalted Court, the river of utterance flowed
from the Tongue of Grandeur. A petition from his brother hath
attained the Most Holy Court; a reply will be sent later. And
this is what hath been revealed for them at this time from the
heaven of greatness and power - blessed and exalted be His
words: “O son of My Name! Remind them of My verses, give
them the glad-tidings of My bounty, and illumine them with
the light of My knowledge.” They have ever been and continue
to be mentioned. We beseech God, blessed and exalted be
He, to aid them with the hosts of utterance. Verily, He is the
One Who hath power over whatsoever He willeth through His
mighty and wondrous word.

Mention was made of Jinab-i-Fa’iz, upon him be the Glory of
God and His bounty, and likewise his letter was presented at
the Most Holy and Exalted Court. Blessed and exalted be His
words: “Praise be to God that on a day when most of the
people of the world turned away, he attained unto acceptance
and received the most great bounty from the effulgences of the
lights of the Sun of Truth. This station is great. We beseech
God to strengthen him to preserve that which He hath given
him and honored him with.” He hath repeatedly attained unto
the Sacred Writings and been illumined by the light of utter-
ance. A Most Holy and Exalted Tablet will be sent especially
for him later. This servant beseecheth the True One, exalted
be His glory, to open through his presence the doors of hearts
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and to ordain for him every good thing which He hath revealed
in His Clear Book.

Regarding their will, as commanded both before and after,
these matters are referred to the beloved of hearts, His Ho-
liness the Trustee, upon him be the Glory of God and His
favors. Whatever that beloved one has sent from the Sacred
Writings to that land was truly a great bounty for the friends
of that region - blessed and congratulations to them! At this
time, these words have been revealed from the Mouth of the
Will of the Lord of all possibilities, He, exalted and sanctified,
says:

“O son of My Name! Upon thee be My Glory and My favors.
Beseech God to assist the friends to act according to that which
hath been revealed in the Book on the Day of Return from the
Pen of the Lord of all beings. For if they succeed in this, ere
long will all the people of Iran turn towards the Horizon of the
Appearance of the Desire of the worlds. We have commanded
all to wisdom, and wisdom consists in such deeds and charac-
ter as will draw people closer to the Most Great Ocean and
become the cause of attraction for all. We beseech God to as-
sist His servants to perceive the sweetness of His utterance, for
if they find this sweetness, all will hold fast to what is with Him
and abandon what is with themselves. Repeatedly in the di-
vine Tablets have We commanded all to perform goodly deeds
and display praiseworthy conduct. By My life! The victorious
hosts have ever been and shall ever be goodly deeds. O son of
My Name! Praiseworthy character constitutes the victorious
standards in the world. Blessed is the one whose love for a
day or two prevents him not from eternal life and everlasting
bounty. We counsel all to assist the Cause of God through the
hosts of deeds and character. Any deed performed by any soul
for the sake of God that becomes the cause of guiding others is
worthy to be recorded and, by the testimony of this Wronged
One, neither obliteration shall overtake it nor change find its
way unto it. We beseech God to assist them in that which will
exalt His Cause among His servants. Verily, He is the Lord of
creation and the Ruler in the beginning and in the end.”

The mention was made of the ascension of Mas’ud, upon him
be the Glory of God and His mercy. After being presented
before the Divine Presence, these sublime words were revealed
especially for him. He, blessed and exalted, says:

He is the All-Forgiving, the Merciful
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2 Blessed art thou, O Mas’ud, for having turned to the Supreme

Companion in the Days of God, thy Lord and the Lord of thy
forefathers, and for having attained unto His traces in thy life
and after thy death. We make mention of thee at this time
in such wise as the near ones bear witness to God’s loving-
kindness, His grace and His mercy that have preceded all who
are in the heavens and on earth. The resplendent Light shin-
ing from the horizon of the heaven of My loving-kindness and
the Grace dawning from the kingdom of My utterance be upon
thee, O thou who soarest in the atmosphere of My love and who
hast turned toward the lights of My countenance. Thou art he
who hath recognized the Manifestation of God, His sovereignty,
His grandeur and His power, and who turned unto Him when
His servants turned away. Blessed art thou, O Mas™ud! At the
time We desired to make mention of thee, the ocean of forgive-
ness surged by the command of thy Lord, the All-Merciful, and
the fragrance of the Divine Vesture wafted as a token of His
grace - and He is the All-Merciful, the Generous. We beseech
Him, exalted be He, to make thee a companion of His chosen
ones in the Most Exalted Paradise and to send down upon thee
at all times a blessing from His presence and mercy from His
side. Verily, He is the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

We praise and thank Him for the wonders of His grace and
the effulgences of the Sun of His bounty. He hath sent down
for His loved ones, throughout the nights and days, that which
shall endure as long as His dominion and His kingdom endure.
Verily, He is the Mighty, the Ever-Giving.

The mention was made of the honored mother, upon her be the
Glory of God and His favors. This is what was revealed for her
from the heaven of the bounty of our Lord, the All-Forgiving,
the All-Merciful. He, exalted be His majesty and mighty be
His utterance, says:

5 He is the Manifest One, speaking from His Most Exalted Hori-

zon

26 O My leaf and My handmaiden! Upon thee be My glory and

My loving-kindness. We have previously mentioned thee in
such wise that the hearts of all things were attracted, and We
have revealed unto thee that which brought solace to the eyes
of the Concourse on High. We called out to thee from the shore
of the ocean of utterance with a call that caused rivers to flow
and trees to speak. Dominion belongeth unto God, the One,
the Chosen. Rejoice in what hath been sent down unto thee,
then give thanks unto thy Lord, the Mighty, the Bestower.
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 Convey to those who are related to My Most Truthful Name,

upon them be My glory, loving-kindness and mercy, the greet-
ings of the Wronged One, and give them the glad-tidings of
the dawning lights of the Day-Star of divine grace. Verily, He
is the Bearer of Glad-Tidings, the Powerful over all who dwell
on earth and in the heavens.

That honored lady, upon her be the Most Glorious Glory of
God, hath ever been and will continue to be remembered. Who
can reckon the bounties, favors, grace and gifts of God? In
truth I say, were we to soar for a hundred thousand years, we
would not reach the source of this supreme bounty from which
at every moment an ocean floweth, nor the dawning-place of
the Day-Star of generosity from which countless suns shine
forth at every instant. The ocean of loving-kindness hath no
shore, and the sun of grace never pauseth in bestowing its light.
The servant beseecheth Him at all times, for himself and for
the loved ones, for divine confirmation and assistance. Verily,
He is the Compassionate, the Generous.

Concerning the mention of the first day of Ridvan and the men-
tion of the Hands of the Cause and the gathering of the loved
ones in the house of that beloved one, after being presented be-
fore the Most Exalted Horizon in the presence of the Throne of
the Lord of the Kingdom of Names, these supreme verses were
revealed from the heaven of the will of the Lord of all being.
The Lord, exalted and sanctified be He, saith:

O son of My Name! Upon thee be My glory. Blessed are the
Hands of My Cause who have attained unto My remembrance
and praise and the service of My Cause, and joy be unto My
loved ones who have drunk the choice wine of revelation from
the hand of My bounty, and who have soared in My atmosphere
and cast aside all else but Me. We have mentioned them in
every world among My worlds with such mention as hath been
confirmed by the tongue of My grandeur. Through their names
have flowed rivers of wisdom and utterance before the faces of
all religions. Exalted be the All-Merciful Who hath revealed
for the Hands of His Cause and His loved ones that which
drew nigh unto it the celestial spheres to hearken unto it, and
the realities of all things to listen unto it. Thus hath spoken
the Tongue of the Ancient of Days when He was the Lord
of all peoples in this most exalted station, which hath been
named with all names in His Mighty Book. Blessed is the
house wherein My remembrance and praise have been raised,
and blessed are the leaves who have clung to the Tree of My
loving-kindness, and blessed are the handmaidens who have
held fast to the cord of My grace. We give them the glad-
tidings of My remembrance and praise, My loving-kindness and
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My mercy, which have preceded existence in both the unseen
and visible worlds. Convey My greetings unto them, both men
and women, and give them the glad-tidings of that which hath
shone forth and appeared from the horizon of God’s will, the
Supreme, the Self-Subsisting.

O beloved of My heart! Although time is scarce and petitions
are countless from every direction, and it is the day for sending
tablets, nevertheless that which illumined the world with the
light of loving-kindness was revealed. Blessed are the horse-
men of this field, and joy be unto the handmaidens who have
gathered in the house, from God, our Lord, the Lord of the
Mighty Throne.

2 Concerning Mirza (Siyyid ‘A.B.) and his son, upon them be

the glory and favor of God, they wrote. His honor, praise be to
God, has attained the divine verses both before and after, and
now a Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet has been specifically
revealed and sent to his son, Aqa Mirza Siyyid Muhammad,
upon him be the glory of God. It is hoped that they will drink
from the seas of the words of the Desired One of all worlds
that which is the cause of eternal life. I beseech the True One,
exalted be His glory, to water these saplings of the garden at all
times with the water of utterance. Verily, He is the Powerful,
the Mighty.

Concerning S., what they have mentioned is correct, but in
view of what he manifests, forbearance is necessary. However,
association with him is not permitted, as his harm is clear and
evident, unless it occurs for the sake of wisdom, concealed from
the servants.

The prayer at the end of that beloved one’s letter was presented
before the Presence and was honored to be heard. God enu-
merates what hath flowed from the mouth of His favor, what
hath shone forth from the horizon of the heaven of His grace,
and what hath caused the ocean of His bounty to surge. That
which was revealed, all the pens of the world are incapable
and powerless to recount. This ephemeral one hopes that that
beloved one’s orientation toward Kha will cause the promotion
of God’s Cause and the spread of His verses. Verily, He is the
Helper, the All-Wise.

Mention was made of the spiritual friend ‘Ayn and Ta, upon
him be the Most Glorious Glory of God. Repeatedly from the
Tongue of Grandeur was this supreme utterance heard, His
word, exalted be His glory: “Verily, ‘Ayn and Ta attained in
the first days. We have mentioned him and his father in Tablets
that testify for them in every world of the worlds of their Lord,
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and We have mentioned those who were in that house with a
mention whose fragrance hath spread throughout all regions.
My Tongue of Grandeur beareth witness to this in this hour
wherein the Ancient Beauty walketh and calleth His loved ones
who have recognized this Most Great News.”

This servant conveyeth greetings to the Hands of the Cause and
all the loved ones, both male and female, young and old, and
I beseech for each one the infinite favors of God. Verily, He is
the Generous, the Possessor of Great Grace. The Branches of
the Blessed Tree - may my spirit and being be sacrificed for the
dust of their footsteps - have shown favor and each one hath
mentioned that beloved of the heart with perfect sweetness.
Likewise, the people of the pavilion of chastity and grandeur
have shown kindness, and all have sought confirmation for that
beloved one for the spreading of God’s verses throughout cre-
ation. God willing, this journey should take precedence over all
journeys and lead all the servants of those regions to the court
of oneness. Verily our Lord is the Helper, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed. Glory and mention and praise be upon you
and upon those who are with you and who hear your words
and your mention and your utterance concerning the Cause of
God, our Lord and your Lord and the Lord of all who are in
the heavens and earths.

7 The servant 27 Shawwal 1307
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To: Haji Siyyid Javad Yazdi, in Alexandria
Date: 1307-10-27 [1890-Jun-16]

He is God, exalted be He in Might and Power!

Praise be to God Who hath spoken and caused all things to
speak, Who hath appeared and revealed that which was hidden
from the eyes of all created beings. Exalted be His grace and
exalted be His generosity. He hath guided His servants to His
path, illumined them with the lights of His knowledge, adorned
them with the garment of His love, and ordained for them,
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through His bounty and generosity, that which no eye hath
seen nor any soul perceived.

I testify that there is none other God but Him, and He Whom
He hath sent with truth and justice is verily the Dayspring of
His names, the Dawning-place of His attributes, the Manifes-
tation of His Self, and the One Who hath arisen to serve His
Cause, through Whom His fragrance hath been wafted abroad
and His laws have been spread throughout all lands. And upon
His family and His companions, through whom the limbs of the
oppressors were made to quake and the hearts of the sincere
were made tranquil.

We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, by Him and by
them, to aid His servants to exalt His Word, to manifest His
oneness, and to spread His signs. Verily, He is powerful over
whatsoever He willeth. There is none other God but Him, the
Single, the One, the Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

5 And then, O beloved of my heart, thy noble letters arrived like

a true friend. In truth, the letters of the friends are friendship
itself, which no worldly events can alter, and they are likewise
mirrors reflecting love and affection in such wise that neither
the veils of the prejudiced nor the clouds of the misguided can
obscure or prevent them.

Glory be to God! This too is one of the fruits of divine wisdom.
Who is capable of mentioning it as it deserveth mention, or of
knowing it as it deserveth to be known? After perusing and
studying each one, I proceeded to the Most Exalted Station
and presented them before the countenance of my Lord.

He said: “O Javad! Upon thee be My peace, My remembrance,
and My praise. Thou dost bear witness and art well aware that
this Wronged One hath, from the earliest days, summoned
the servants unto trustworthiness, which is the greatest means
for the wealth and tranquility of nations, and likewise unto
religion, which is a mighty stronghold for the protection of the
peoples of the world. Yet in the end, the unjust ones in the
world arose in tyranny. They abandoned gratitude and began
to complain. In place of love appeared enmity, and in place of
faithfulness, hatred.”

Say: “My God, my God! Thou seest Thy chosen ones in the
hands of Thy heedless servants. O my Lord! Aid them with
the hosts of justice, then send down upon them from the clouds
of grace Thy mercy and from Thyself Thy loving-kindness.

I beseech Thee, O God of all beings and Educator of all cre-
ated things, by Thy Most Exalted Pen and by Thy Most Great

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

ol 5 FhL o) sl 5 W1 AIY 0l 42
:wxb;ww&jxwdﬂg\
G g 4 sl ol is e A
5T de s 3 G aal o 23l , BV
> ) (B3 Sl e ol al)

oAl 5.5 it

o3k 3 0l s 5 4 Qs 5 S Dl e
o B JLak) 5 o g Lkl 5 kDl e
A VA Y Sl b eyl e g

S ol sl

alg Qo gl @313 oyt b dn
Wyl fasl ad |3 )y (e Cepd
dadi s e ol 1y 51 &l gy
slay C:&- 5 5\» M{/ o s
Sl e Sl 5 anie Sl Sl
,\i&'cu\j\—) 592

AR gl ) Sand ot 1O e
L m ol S G b5 O 54 e ol
Ko p aalllan y dis S 31 e 5 0B A1
P e s plel g e plae
ad
jéb;gf:;k;%;ﬁ}cs\fliw;}v
sbe oLl o) pallaz) S&1 AET 5 (A1
o,;s\,,;\@\rup\w{aup\,
e & Sl Gt 5 el Olbl
34k Qf;}\c dol L (ol ) Q«v\@lé.:«
BHEYYS (tl,,; JL.:\C\)}\& L§L€’L’4"d of%yla
Pl syt T K ansS K
B sl oy Sl 55 Al A B
¢l syt il Oyl Sile o

;Jwy%JM\glgwrﬁlcdj\
i oy Bl

146



Vol. 94: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1307 A.H. (1889-1890) part II

BH00850

Signs, and by the Dawning-Place of Thy unity and the Mani-
festation of Thy singleness, through Whom the vale of Mecca
flowed and the throne of Thy justice was established in the
kingdom of creation, to assist me and Thy loved ones to ob-
serve religion and trustworthiness and whatsoever Thou hast
revealed in Thy Book. Verily, Thou art powerful over what-
soever Thou willest, and within Thy grasp are the reins of all
things. There is none other God but Thee, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.”

The servant came with your letter and read it before His face.
We found from it the fragrance of your sincerity and certitude
in the Cause of God, the Goal of all who are in the heavens and
earth. We testify that you attained in the early days, aided
the Wronged One, and acted as commanded by the exiled and
lonely One. We beseech God to assist you and aid you in that
which will make known to the people His straight path, guide
them to His mighty announcement, and draw them near to
the court of His chosen ones who did not break His covenant
and His bond, and who said, despite the enemies: “The king-
dom belongs to God, our Lord, the Lord of our fathers, and
the Lord of the glorious throne.” Convey My greetings to the
faces of My loved ones and illumine them with My beauteous
remembrance.

With firm and certain proof that that beloved of the heart
has not been forgotten and has ever been and continues to be
I beseech and hope from God, exalted be His
glory, that He will adorn that beloved one with His special
bounties and aid him to serve His Cause at all times. Verily
He is the Omnipotent, as witnessed by His own Self to His own
Self, and He is the Generous by the testimony of the kingdom
of His wondrous utterance, and He is the Single, the One, the
Mighty, the Inaccessible.

remembered.

I'send greetings and praise to the loved ones of that land. Their
station is truly in the heart and their place is in prison, for they
are of this element and of this earth. This is the holy valley
mentioned in the Furqan, which, despite the divines of Iran, has
been and continues to be the object of the gaze of those near
and sincere. We hope that God will transform these dispersions
into unity so that we may all sit together and engage in the
remembrance of the Peerless Friend.

As for Haji ‘Amu, upon him be God’s peace, God willing, the
blessed Tablet will be sent. That beloved one and his relatives
— all their connection is to God, exalted be His glory. God
willing, may they know the worth of this greatest bounty and
hold fast to what is befitting.
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As for the letter of the Master, upon him be God’s peace, in
the early days during the incident that occurred in ‘Ayn and
Shin, all were honored with mention and the luminary of favor,
and specifically for each one a separate Tablet was sent, half
of which expressed favor to the recipient of the Tablet and the
other half was a visitation for His Holiness the exalted Martyr.
Repeatedly all were forbidden from discord and commanded
to unity. Some time passed and afterward no mention of the
Master was heard concerning them. The ocean of grace paused.
The Master and some of the loved ones repeatedly sent letters
mentioning the events of that land. Nevertheless, the decree
of silence appeared until in these days news arrived from them
and Aga Mirza ‘Abdu’l-Karim and others, and it is hoped that
in these days answers will be graciously given to all. I beseech
God to assist the Master in uniting hearts — this is a righteous
and acceptable deed. The Command is in the hand of God,
the Kind, the Forgiving.

And regarding the fact that Aga ‘Ali, upon him be God’s peace,
has intended to send children to school — this matter was pre-
sented and the greatest prohibition appeared. The wisdom of
non-acceptance is clear and evident, needing no mention now
or ever.

In mentioning the true Beloved in the direction of the two
names, His Holiness Mim and Ha, upon him be the Most Glo-
rious Glory of God, this verse is appropriate which was said
before:

A moon went forth from this city and journeyed unto another,

By whose setting and rising both cities were upturned and
overthrown.

One day They decided to visit the garden, and after Their
arrival Their place became clear and evident. How many days
They arose to serve, purely for the sake of God! Praise be
to God, the straight path for all to follow became manifest
through Them. It is hoped that through Their endeavors the
path of all in the world may become clear and known, so that
all may find the straight path and forever engage in praising
and thanking the Causer of causes. Light, remembrance and
glory be upon you and upon God’s loved ones there who are
not distracted from God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting, by
commerce or by what people possess.
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To: Haji Ali Yazdi, in Naqib
Date: 1307-10-29 [1890-Jun-18]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Greatness and the Power!

Praise be to God Who hath guided us to the Dawning-Place of
His signs, the Dayspring of His evidences, the Manifestation of
His names, the Source of His attributes, and the Fountainhead
of His commandments and ordinances - He through Whose ap-
pearance the law of unity was established, the standards of
detachment were raised, the Dove of Utterance warbled, and
the Tree of Knowledge spoke forth. Sovereignty belongeth unto
God, the Lord of all worlds. I pray and offer salutations upon
Him and upon His family and companions, whom God made
the dawning-places of His power amidst His creation and the
daysprings of His glory amongst His servants. Through them
appeared God’s might, His sovereignty, His power and His
grandeur, and through them the tongues of all creation spoke
forth in recognition of His unity and the sanctification of His
Being. He is the All-Powerful, the All-Bountiful, in the begin-
ning and in the end.

The letter from that spiritual beloved arrived like the light
of true love, illumining the court of the heart and adorning
the carpet of existence with fresh joy and delight. Glorified
be He Who strengtheneth thee, assisteth thee, inspireth thee,
preserveth thee and aideth thee. After reading it, I proceeded
to the Holy Presence where it was presented. He said: “O Alj,
upon thee be My peace and My remembrance.” Praise be to
God that the invisible confirmations enabled you to attain His
presence and meeting, and to dwell in His vicinity. We beseech
His exalted Self to send down upon thee that which will set thy
affairs aright and gather what is scattered, and to ordain for
thee that which will make thee detached from all else save Him,
at rest beneath His shade, and speaking forth His praise with
wisdom and utterance. Verily, He is the Mighty, the Bestower.
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Repeatedly have we beseeched and continue to beseech protec-
tion, victory, triumph and that which will gladden thy heart
from the True One. Verily, He is the All-Powerful, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise. At this moment, this servant is present
and attaining in thy stead, and the Wronged One’s tongue at-
testeth to its acceptance. Well is it with thee, and may it be
wholesome for thee. We beseech God to make the end of all
affairs good through His grace and a mercy from His presence.
Verily, He is the Commander, the Powerful, the Mighty, the
Wise.

This evanescent servant clings to the hem of divine grace and
bounty, that He may assist, grant success, deliver that spiritual
beloved, and free him from all that saddeneth him. Since this
entreaty and supplication hath been and is for the sake of God,
it shall be answered. Verily our Lord is the All-Bountiful, pos-
sessed of great bounty, the Ever-Flowing, possessed of manifest
grace.

i 1 convey greetings and praise to the loved ones if they are

present, especially to the sapling of the divine garden and the
crystal spring of eternal life, the beloved of heart and soul, His
Honor Aqa Mirza Alireza, upon him be 9 66 [Baha'u’llah] the
Most Glorious. In truth, his existence is blessed and adorned
with the aforementioned attributes that are pleasing before
God, exalted be His glory. We beseech God, blessed and ex-
alted be He, to assist his honor in preserving his most exalted
station. Verily, He doeth whatsoever He willeth.

They are remembered in the heart and the heart of hearts.
Their mention bringeth complete joy and true gladness. In all
conditions, I beseech and hope from God, exalted be His glory,
for their protection, health and well-being. Verily, He is the
Answerer of prayers.

The circular items sent, each representing the globe, arrived -
nay, the tongue is silent from comparison and limitation, for
they were offerings from the dawning-place of love and the
dayspring of humility and submissiveness unto God, our Lord,
the Lord of the mighty throne and the Possessor of the manifest
Message. Therefore they arrived and were presented, and at
that time, as commanded, one was presented to His presence
and some was partaken of. All this appeared and was evident
due to the care shown to that spiritual beloved.

Now again I beseech the True One to bring near the days of
presence and meeting, and to ordain the blessing of nearness.
Verily, He hath power over all things and is worthy to answer.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

ﬁ@@i’.bw)ﬁ% O pal Jab)ﬁ‘
(:L’J\).A:;.U)b 4\ ﬁﬁ\)";:‘} awl g g )
LT i G o) s ol e S
3 e 3 e Uy plas Ol 5 7B 5 ol
Mu\&\w,&L,,&w
4\ m,duﬁw)} o.\.:—un\,\,)f\!\fl,

Catie Al 05 5 b sl 36 e
b d\w) v\»f-‘;-\«“f-u&;’; sl 4l
@b,d.\ua,f.uf)\ e old
W amd s 5 2 8 o) O A N
u\.u.m\? O e Colotul S 5 024
u@LA\}a}(L;J\ua.A\JJJW\}AL)

‘_,:\,'l\‘},a.d\):
o 51Ul Cads &y Ol 2 0
5 Gt I oyt e 22
S 3lP s Byt e e e Y

eI [0 Te] 4 e Lo Ve 6T

Slosl 5 cwSle Olisgry azidls
o Do o 5= 25 Fag sty Sl
Lo s By 0l dw, Sl A Jed

T U JW s 4l oY) aolin Lii

L,kc;ou;w);;uqs_,ﬁwis);
Jl | & 03 6\) S o 5 ol
J,y,\\,u\@ijjm

AL ot 61 LT e

05 Sl K S A Slypde
u‘ﬁ}jWJ\du&LM).)jué)‘
w&‘)\o;ydw“d{bwb
Gl Oy & gate y gans G te
Jﬂl,);)\)\.\lw.l\t..l\gﬁ_!b)ﬁhﬂ\
);b))«a‘ gf—‘,"d.c‘.&’/iwwu}ﬁ—\').\
Ja¥ S5 (1 ad 3o 01 s 6,8

Al sl Gy b

LWy e r\;‘@“ﬂc‘:?-)‘;ﬁ J

B N - I <

150



Vol. 94: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1307 A.H. (1889-1890) part II

BHO00805

The Most Pure and Most Luminous Branches - may my spirit
be a sacrifice unto the dust of their footsteps - and the peo-
ple of the pavilion of infallibility and grandeur remember that
spiritual beloved with a mention sanctified above the mention
of any tongue, and they beseech God, exalted be His glory, for
blessing, wealth, glory, loftiness and exaltation.

Peace, remembrance and glory be upon you and upon God’s
righteous servants.

The servant 29 Shawwal 1307
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To: Ali Afnan, in Beirut
Date: 1307-11-18 [1890-Jul-6]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Greatness and the Power

Praise befitteth and is meet for the Lord of existence Who,
through His pure bounty, hath made manifest the world of be-
ing through the Word of His command, and hath ordained such
means as lead to fellowship, unity, comfort and concord, that
all may attain true repose in the cradle of security and peace,
and become occupied in and give voice to divine praise. Great
is His favor and His bestowals are beyond measure and reck-
oning. At every moment the signs of His greatness are made
manifest and the waves of the ocean of His mercy are resplen-
dent. Blessed is the soul that hath not let slip the time and
hath clung to the hem of the Lord’s generosity. The servant
beseecheth his Lord not to withhold His servants from the out-
pourings of His days, nor to deprive them of that which hath
appeared from the horizon of the heaven of His grace. Verily,
He is the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful.

My soul be offered up for your remembrance, your praise, and
your steadfastness. Your esteemed letter arrived during a time
when the rains of divine bounty were falling in the divine
springtime. After reading it and inhaling the fragrances of the
flowers of meaning that had bloomed in the garden of divine
decree, I presented myself before His presence. He said: “We
have ever beseeched and continue to beseech the Eternal Truth
that He withhold not the glances of His favor and deprive not
His Afnan of the fruits of the Tree of Glory and Mercy.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

SV 2kl sls Lo ) g
u&{@\}»}&Y\)zﬁ)&bm
355 AL ) A ) s Jl 5
Sl 5 coly 5 sl ) e Sld
db\;y\%)skbwb)}m%\
dsrtn (bl 5 455 7B il
Al 5 ol Sox ke xjf Gbb
u::wlaaoli\@,ja);hag}b;\@t.
bl gsk al ey 2 el 5 sl
;‘:? dU3l 5 sl s G 1 S8y K
e Y ol 4, pall Jou 550 eadi b,
J@Bwrfﬁ‘})}ug\olﬁbxéyul?

oPld Gasll s &) i Sl B e

;T.\ﬂ.” S:;Uz:.«‘}! 9 ;‘Lﬂ 9 ?f)j a8}
S L Jg QT-&M) L}lﬁ C)J,.A>— L?r:.wi
505 8Ly &0 03 Sl C«:t’)&-“g
8 Gl syl £y platind 5 2213 51 an
objf r&w;jm)é\j.\b‘@.b);
Y G ) diapp ad (o8 any ol
5 Al e ]y ile U f;JL':UNxU’

151



ot

Vol. 94: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1307 A.H. (1889-1890) part II

BHO00805

O Ali, upon thee be My peace. This Wronged One hath at all
times considered the honor of thy person and the preservation
of thy station, and continues to do so. The True One, exalted
be His glory, hath ordained means for every thing and every
matter, as He hath said: ‘God hath refused to cause things to
happen except through their means.! One must hold fast to
these means. According to what his honor Aqa Siyyid Mirza,
upon him be God’s peace, hath written, your honor must not
be remiss in gathering these means. It is strange that until
now the brethren have not known what has entered and what
has left the storehouse in Beirut, and the cause of their lack of
knowledge has been the delay in your books and accounts. Now
it is necessary and obligatory that you send a clear account so
all may understand what has transpired.

O Ali, the blame for these matters falls upon the Dayspring
of Justice, for they are unaware and know not. Often it hap-
pens that, due to your stillness in this land, they suppose the
reason for not sending funds or accounts was the House. This
Wronged One has ever called all to trustworthiness, religios-
ity, truthfulness and sincerity, yet proper action is not evident.
One must at all times hold fast to the cord of trustworthi-
ness and religiosity, and the state of these two is truly not
known - whether they have been implemented or not. Knowl-
edge thereof is with God, the Knower of the unseen.

;A portion of the proceeds from the door of the House had been

in the possession of Jinab-i-Afnan, Jinab-i-Sayyid Muhsin. The
Greater Branch, in view of the expenses, had requested its re-
mittance. Jinab-i-Afnan, Sayyid Muhammad, had stated that
it would be referred to Sayyid Ali, inasmuch as he was to dis-
patch these funds to this Land. Likewise, Jinab-i-Sayyid Mirza
had written that whatsoever remained in Beirut should be sent
without delay to the Land of Ta. Some time ago, too, Jinab-i-
Afnan Alif and Ha had referred the sum from the door of the
House for payment by that honoured personage. Thus, accord-
ing to this reckoning, certain sums remain in your possession
which must needs be delivered. How long will negligence per-
sist? If in truth payment is due, then render it with the utmost
fidelity and rectitude; otherwise, forward an account, that it
may be known whether or not anything remains with you. O
Ali! Hold fast to trustworthiness and to the fear of God.
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7 It is now necessary to set forth certain matters solely for

your own awareness. Among them is the case of Jinab-i-
Muhammad-Mustafa — upon him be Baha’u’llah’s glory —
who sent to you four shares for remittance, yet you neither
dispatched the funds nor gave any account thereof, until such
time as the late, exalted Haji Muhammad-Rida arrived. When,
in the presence of one of the Branches, the matter was raised
— whether any sum sent by Jinab-i-Muhammad-Mustafa had
reached you — your reply was, “We have neither heard of it nor
seen it.” The late Haji was greatly astonished and said that,
should Jinab-i-Muhammad-Mustafa be apprised, it would be
most regrettable. Whereupon, for the sake of protecting your
station and preserving the Faith, the word “received” was, in
connection with that matter, denied.

If in these minor affairs trustworthiness and truthfulness are
not observed, what then will be the case in matters of greater
moment? Once such funds are received, they should either be
forwarded without delay or a written authorization obtained,
permitting their use. Be assured that whatsoever exists, and
is rightfully yours, shall assuredly be bestowed upon you. For
a long time you have been in Our company, and are aware of
the trustworthiness and the management of the affairs of the
House. It behoveth one to reflect upon these matters and to
act with perfect integrity and faithfulness.

At present, the most prudent course is this: if the sum you re-
ceived from the door of the House for payment to the assayer
has already been paid, then collect it anew; and if it has not
yet been paid, then withhold it. For it may be that others will
again intervene, sowing the seeds of confusion, as in the affair
of Islambul, wherein all was lost. In this case, it would be
preferable that the money-changer remain the creditor. This
course, in view of present circumstances and in order to safe-
guard the funds, is indeed wise.

Be not perturbed by the vicissitudes of affairs. In times past
and to come, events have befallen humanity weightier than
mountains; yet, when all hope and expectation had been cut
off, the grace of God encompassed them. Grieve not, but with
joy of spirit, with fragrance and steadfastness in the name of
God — glorified be His glory — banish all negligence, and set
thyself in order to the affairs, that all may know no treachery
hath occurred, nor anything been lost.

At present, Jinab-i-Sayyid Mirza lays — and will continue to lay
— all shortcomings at the feet of Aga Sayyid Ahmad and your-
self; and in truth he is justified, for you do not write what hath
transpired. Hearken, then, to the counsel of this Wronged One.
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And as for the treasury of Muhammad-Mihdi, if it belongeth
to the people, it is not permissible for you to send it elsewhere.
We exhort you to trustworthiness and its conditions, to piety
and its obligations.

2 From the letters of the honored Afnan, Jinab-i-Aqga Siyyid

Mirza and His Holiness Haji Siyyid Muhammad, upon them
both be the Most Glorious Beauty of God, it appears they
suppose you have funds in your possession. This matter must
be clarified so this accusation does not return upon you and
the above. This matter is most necessary and obligatory. We
beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to assist you with the
means of the heavens and earth and to open before your faces
the gates of divine gifts and favors. Verily He is the Giver, the
Forgiving, the Generous.

I send greetings to the friends in that land and declare “Would
that I were with them!” Regarding affairs, act according to
whatever the Afnan-i-Kabir deems advisable, as commanded.
Peace, remembrance and praise be upon you and upon those
with you and upon God’s righteous servants.
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To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aqa), in Port Said

Date: 1307-11-28 [1890-Jul-16]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Greatness and the Power!

In every moment of all moments, the successive and continuous
blessings of the Desired One are manifest and evident. Exis-
tence is from Him, health is from Him, manifest, and bounty
descends from Him, and protection through the hosts of His
means is resplendent. Were details to be mentioned, pen and
ink would find themselves impotent. With all these favors,
gifts and bounties, each of which requires a hundred thousand
thanks, how can one tongue suffice and fulfill its gratitude?
Thus it is proven by demonstration: the impotence of servants
and the admission of inadequacy. Every fair-minded one bears
witness to what has been mentioned.

O God, O Generous One, O Merciful One! I beseech Thee
by Thy power which hath conquered all created things, and

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Sl adiall 6ls Lo A e

Fanlze fallse lien Ol ) e 2 00
o2 5l 3 sy Mg s a5 pate O e
sy L 5 D30 5 5 S g 2 o) )
she s B8535 55 Jeas $1 8k el
olle ;L\C:ac,\ju' odalie mle |y 5
S lpde a8 S, Cal
Sy ke s old KIS s rj\f
she & 42 b Ol 1 Al SR8 So e
A5 53 %TJWJ”JMJJUCU

a0 C)JL‘,&

154



Vol. 94: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1307 A.H. (1889-1890) part II

BH00756

by Thy sovereignty which hath encompassed all existence, to
ordain for every particle of Thy creation a speaking tongue in
Thy remembrance, praise, and thanksgiving for Thy bounties
and favors. My God, my Lord, and my Support! I beseech
Thee by the confession of those near unto Thee and the be-
lievers, and by the acknowledgment of the sincere ones and
the mystics, and by Thy Name which Thou hast made the
Dawning-Place of Thy attributes and names, to assist Thy ser-
vants in that which befitteth Thy pardon, Thy bestowal, Thy
mercy and Thy power. O Lord! Thou art the Strong, the Pow-
erful, and Thy servants are weak and poor. Adorn them with
the ornament of Thy strength and power. Verily, Thou art the
Powerful, the Mighty, the Bestower.

May my spirit be a sacrifice for your mention, your arising, and
your steadfastness! Your letter arrived and truly wondrous
effects were evident from it - the glad tidings of health and
the transformation of sorrows and griefs into joy and delight,
and furthermore awareness and knowledge of affairs. Blessed
be God, it possessed both outward and inward bounties, and
truly for this poor one it was a spiritual wealth in the realm
of knowledge. Praise be to God, it conveyed degrees of love,
affection, favor and mercy. After its reading and review, ap-
proach was made to the Presence, it was presented before His
face and achieved the honor of His listening. He said that the
mention and utterance of the Afnan, upon him be God’s peace
and favor, is the cause of gladness and joy. We beseech God,
blessed and exalted be He, to assist him in guiding His cre-
ation, exalting His Word, and manifesting that which adorns
the servants with His attributes. O My Afnan! Upon thee be
God’s peace and bounty. Thou art remembered on the carpet
of the Wronged One and art the recipient of special favor. Thy
mention was adorned with His hearing. Praise be to God, each
word thereof was like a muezzin who, from a lofty and elevated
station, summoned people to the gathering place. Despite the
radiant favors, manifest bounties, and brilliant bestowals, some
persist in opposition and deny what is manifest. Say:

O my God, my God! Illumine the hearts of Thy servants with
the light of Thy justice and their temples with the ornament
of Thy forgiveness. O Lord! Prevent them not from turning to
the ocean of Thy knowledge and the heaven of Thy grace. Thou
art the One with power through Thy sovereignty, before which
neither the dominion of the world nor the might of nations can
stand. O Lord! Assist Thy Afnan through Thy bounty and
generosity, then open before his face the doors of Thy grace
and mercy - that whereby he may become known through Thy
name, mighty through Thy might, and obeyed through Thy
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grace. Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the All-Bountiful, the
Mighty, the All-Wise.

We make mention of the son and give him the glad tidings of
God’s loving-kindness and favors. Give him My greetings from
the Wronged One and remind him of what hath been uttered
in this irrevocable Tablet. We make mention of him who hath
been adorned with the love of God and His loved ones, and
We beseech God to aid His loved ones to do that which He
loveth and is pleased with. Verily, He is the Munificent, the
One possessed of manifest grace. Peace and remembrance and
glory be upon you and upon those who love you for the sake
of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Praise be to God! His successive favors are evident and mani-
fest. Mention of that honored one hath been made at all times,
and bounties and favors have been revealed in such wise that
this servant is unable to describe them. That honored one
knoweth and will know. As for the account of the land of Shin,
it appeareth that the Siyyid of that land’s inattention hath
caused an uproar to arise. His Holiness Afnan (upon him be
the Glory of God, the Most Glorious) sent a petition to the
Most Holy Court, and likewise a letter to this evanescent ser-
vant, and this was before the arrival of the Blessed Tablet. The
turmoil in that land was the cause.

Now a letter containing verses and clear proofs hath been sent
to the spiritual friend, His Honor Haji Ghulam-Husayn Kh-A
(upon him be the peace of God). It will reach that honored
one’s attention; let him consider it and send it on. We beseech
and hope from the Intended One the improvement of that hon-
ored one’s affairs. Assuredly any attention that is given for
the sake of God will have its effect and its wisdom will be-
come manifest. The affairs of His Holiness Afnan of the land
of Shin (upon him be the Glory of God, the Most Glorious)
have apparently suffered somewhat due to the disorder in the
affairs of certain other Afnans (upon them be the Glory of God
and His loving-kindness), as their sudden movement during the
rainy season and their physical illness prove what hath been
submitted. Indeed they have borne a great burden in that at
such a time they have turned their attention to that land for
attending to affairs and occupations. This servant beseecheth
his Lord to protect His Holiness and to aid him and to set right
his affairs as a mercy from His presence and a favor from His
court. Verily He is the All-Bountiful, the Munificent. There is
no God but He, the Hearing, the Seeing.
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There was a passage in the blessed supreme letter that caused
much smiling from the Master (may our spirits be sacrificed
for Him). It was repeatedly presented and successive favors
were evident and manifest. Indeed all passages of the letter
were the cause of joy and gladness. We beseech God, blessed
and exalted is He, to manifest through you that which will
gladden the hearts of the world and bring solace to the eyes of
the nations. Verily He is the Answerer, the Choose One.

That which was written mentioning the spiritual friend, His
Honor Haji Niyaz Effendi (upon him be the Glory of God),
was presented before His countenance and achieved the honor
of His hearing. Now praise be to God, they are present in the
vicinity and speak in remembrance of that honored one, and
the supreme favor is evident and manifest toward them. It is
hoped that they will ever be adorned with this bounty and
illumined with this light. He said: “Niyaz is truly in need.”
God willing, may the divine will manifest that which is the
cause of true wealth.

The tin tube with its inner contents, that is to say the pieces,
arrived.

I send greetings unto his honor the Afnan, the Most Luminous
Star and Most Brilliant Orb, upon him be the peace and glory
of God. I offer congratulations and hope that through the grace
of the All-Bountiful One he may attain to all that conduceth to
exaltation and elevation. Likewise unto the other friends who
are illumined by the light of certitude and enkindled with the
fire of love do I send greetings, and I beseech God, glorified be
His majesty, on their behalf whatsoever causeth the exaltation
of His Word. The Branches of the Blessed Tree - may my spirit
be a sacrifice unto the dust before their feet - and the dwellers
of the Pavilion of Sanctity and Grandeur make mention of that
honored one in the most exalted station, sending salutations,
praise, glory and splendor. They ceaselessly beseech the Most
High on behalf of that honored one whatsoever is sanctified and
elevated above all comparison and likeness. Verily our Lord is
the All-Hearing, the Answerer of Prayer. There is no God but
Him, the Mighty, the Powerful. Peace and remembrance and
mercy and glory be upon your honor and upon those who are
with you and upon those who love you and hearken unto your

words, for the sake of God, the Lord of the Day of Judgment.

And praise be unto Him, for He is the Protector of the sincere
ones and the Lord of all the worlds.

The servant, on the 28th of Dhi’l-Qa’dah the Sacred, 1307

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

)Md{)}&bg{)b L}wi).}dbﬂ 9

u;f);awom\,\”\ L;)ﬁ(\-w\l N
|G s yte 5 Al oflse Olle 5 as
njcl?;\);,ahw‘l;éana\ﬁé@a
oAb N s O Qs 5 SObs Al Jed
) gp W Do 4 S 5081 4

=y

bl Sl Gleyy ca 5550 &40

N3 pde [A1 ] N4 el o3l
28 F6 bl Gy 2 (20t ole!
OJ\A&T‘;.,\:) V\SJ?}aJ‘?Js‘&)J}“\ J=
Ayl olal cad o8 by gbl
b Bl o sas ol Y g.m
ol Sl Jol azdd ] 3 3l Nage b Jr‘_)y
81 el alep sl Aol 4l Ll

&) Sl Sy
Slabd g lacbl Sl PSR
ey

sde o) *ai 5 a3l ot OLI Ol Cass
5 Lty oo ¢ s Al el
e L 5 U 5
dLLw}JJ.L:QA.\&MJW\f")}C
dede ot Sl s Npse O L &
ol OV A Jor G ) 5 flue o3
4k plo)) e &1y o el OLY
A Gy Sl oy Olal Sl
C,.«.la'ﬁ) Canrs é:\jw JA\) ARPill r{/\u\;

53 Slee $3 el plis s 1) & ad]

dl&ﬁy)\d\)yu\wﬂﬂ\.r}f)u
,w)\{\)wmuﬁ;\s\,)\

P @-«J‘ﬁ by O ol 5 e fio
S OB s e NI ALY
J;“&‘d‘} S’W&‘Tﬁ“; )l
S S5 et 5 Nt ol e

S Crald) Jye 30 aH 5 Gl oy

Wl

10

VWV L r\}-\ sandl63 YA & r:\'c 13

INBA31:145

157


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v031/?page=75

Vol. 94: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1307 A.H. (1889-1890) part II

BH04370

BHO04370

To: Aqa Ali Akbar
Date: 1307-12 [1890-Jul]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the Most
Powerful

My God, my God, my Lord, my Support, and my Hope! By
Thy might, Thy majesty, Thy sovereignty and Thy grandeur,
I desire not that my tongue should utter aught except Thy
remembrance and praise, nor that my face should turn except
toward the lights of Thy countenance, nor that my heart should
incline except toward Thy horizon. O Lord! Thou hearest from
my limbs and members, my outer and my inner being, my
cry and my lamentation at what hath befallen Thy loved ones
from those who have violated Thy Covenant and Testament.
O Lord! Thou seest how hatred hath encompassed Thy chosen
ones. Where is the ocean of Thy assistance and the heaven
of Thy power? I beseech Thee, O Originator of existence, by
the ocean of Thy bounty and the heaven of Thy knowledge, to
cause Thy chosen ones to hold fast to the cord of Thy bestowal,
to hasten unto the ocean of Thy utterance, to speak forth the
wonders of Thy remembrance and praise, to remain firm in Thy
service, and to act according to what Thou hast revealed in Thy
Gracious Book. There is no God but [Thou, the Almighty], the
All-Forgiving, [the Mighty], the Most Great.

O Lord! Thou seest one of Thy servants who was named
Ali-Akbar raising his hands toward the heaven of Thy loving-
kindness, beseeching from the wonders of Thy bounty that
which shall adorn him with the ornament of Thy remembrance.
[He is the one who] hath turned toward Thy horizon and acted
according to what Thou didst command him in Thy Tablets.
O Lord! Aid him to accomplish what Thou lovest and art
pleased with, and ordain for him what Thou hast ordained for
Thy loved ones in the latter and former days. Verily Thou art
the Lord of all names and the Protector of those who are in
the heavens and [on earth].

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Sl adiall 6ls Lo A e

Ssiey Sl s Gl 5 G 5 A A
O Coml Y Kealie y Kool y KM
O 1Y 5 SO 5 53 G VY GLI e
g OV 5 Sems N AV s 4
}L;K) y?jujé\&é\d\meﬁ
Fro s ot Pl by sl
3 Sag \W ol e S Je s
Sl Lot Tl 7 Oy o) Sl
L el Sl e 5 S 2 )
S Jje 5 Sopr £ (o)) e
OSameze Stlinl Jad O Sl <l e
bl s Sy 2 ) e s 5 Slae |2
5 Saets e omb s S5 ST ml
VALY 2SS G i e

ol [sAl] sl [l

L}séfsj‘6>%°y74ésj;)s‘ :
o ot s Selie T ol @, 871 45
[l ) ST s b Sopr Sy
&:—\)\L;ma,/\by)&u\g\&.s\
Lﬂ"b-\’;@@. v‘tﬁ&wjuocs‘
o &\ &,V\) PN &UJ\J o,y
5 Slyedd! 3 J&M\wwmgy

[, Y]

AQMJ2.022

158


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/b/MMQ2/mmq2-23.html

w

Vol. 94: Writings of Baha’'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1307 A.H. (1889-1890) part II

BHO03708

BHO03708

To: Mirza Muhammad Tagi Afnan, in Yazd
Date: 1307-12-06 [1890-Jul-24]

Praise be to God Who hath manifested and revealed His Cause
with a power that the clamor of men could not deter...

Wherever We may be, and whatever may befall Us, the people
of God must fix their gaze with perfect steadfastness and confi-
dence upon the Most Sublime Horizon and occupy themselves
with the reformation of the world and the education of peoples.
Whatsoever hath befallen and will befall hath been and is the
cause of the exaltation of His Cause....

Each year Haji Mir Karim Khan wrote a refutation of this
Most Great Cause, thinking thereby to render service to reli-
gion. The title of his first book was “The Shooting Star in
Refutation of the Bab.” And the author of Nasikh’t-Tawarikh
wrote that which was the cause of the greatest consternation.
At one time this exalted word was revealed from the tongue of
the Lord of the Kingdom of Names - exalted be His utterance:
“O servant in attendance! At times God, exalted be His glory,
propagates His Cause through His chosen ones, and at times
through His enemies.” After the return of the Day-Star of the
horizons to Iraq, all know that the Cause was concealed and no
mention was made of it. Then, according to the words “He will
blow the trumpet a second time,” each day they pronounced a
word, and that word was a light for those who accepted and a
fire for those who denied. Both this light and this fire served
to proclaim the Cause. Those who accepted, with joy and fra-
grance, summoned the people of the contingent world to the
horizon of the Divine Manifestation with proof and evidence,
while those who denied, inflamed with the fire of hatred, un-
wittingly spread the Cause in all directions with their clamor.
Who can prevent that which God has willed through His might,
His power and His sovereignty? He has manifested and caused
to appear whatsoever He desired. Verily He is the Single One,
the Mighty, the Powerful, the Bestower....

Praise be unto Thee, O my God, and thanksgiving be unto
Thee, O my Lord, my Support and my Heart’s Desire! I be-
seech Thee by Thy Cause that hath encompassed the world and
the nations, and by Thy Name through which Thou didst raise
the standard of Thy Manifestation upon creation, to change
the sorrows of Thy loved ones into the Greatest Joy and their
hardship into ease, O Thou Who holdest the reins of destiny!
O Lord! Strengthen their hearts and limbs through Thy power,
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then aid them to mention Thee, praise Thee and spread Thy
signs with wisdom and utterance. O Lord! Disappoint not
the one who hath raised his hands in supplication toward the
heaven of Thy bounty. Ordain for him that which will ex-
alt him through Thy Name amongst Thy servants. O Lord!
Disappoint not him who hath raised his hands in supplication
toward the heaven of Thy bounty. Ordain for him that which
will exalt him through Thy Name among Thy servants, and
will make him mighty through Thy power, powerful through
Thy strength, and steadfast in Thy Cause. Verily, Thou art
the Omnipotent over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none
other God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise....
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To: Haji Muhammad Ismayn Yazdi, in Alexandria
Date: 1307-12-07 [1890-Jul-25]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Grandeur and the Power!

Praise be befitting unto the Desired One Who, through His
blessed, goodly and pure Word, created beings illumined with
compassion, with mercy, with love. They are familiar with
all tongues and are truthful in them all. Intrigues and evil
whisperings are rejected in their religion. They are intimate
with truthfulness and flee from all else. Whatsoever proceedeth
from them is a faithful witness to the sincerity of their intention
and the truth of their reality. We hope that the world may be
illumined by the lights of the faces of the sincere ones and those
brought nigh, and that these impurities which, like unto clay,
have become the cause of the contamination of existence, may
be cleansed by the Kawthar of the utterance of the Desired
One of the worlds, and that the path may become manifest
and the way evident.

This evanescent servant beseecheth the True One, exalted be
His glory, to unite the hearts of the friends in that land, to
bestow fellowship upon them, and to illumine them with the
light of trust and resignation. Verily, He is powerful over all
things.

O beloved of my heart! Thy noble letters, each like unto the
morning star, illumined the horizons of hearts. After they were
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read and noted, they were taken to the Presence and attained
the honor of His attention. He said: “O Muhammad, upon
thee be My peace! That which is acceptable and desired be-
fore the True One today is the preservation of the reputation of
the friends of God in that land, that through the grace of the
Lord and the requirements of His Name, the All-Merciful and
the Lord of all, their reputation may encompass the world, and
every region may acquire trustworthiness, religiosity, truthful-
ness and sincerity from the dawning-places of that land. The
nature of this world is known and evident, and its transitori-
ness is manifest and obvious to every possessor of vision and
understanding. In the city of love one matter hath become
apparent, and that was the martyrdom of Him Who is men-
tioned in the Tablets. The friends, in view of the prohibition
against interference which was revealed from the Supreme Pen,
did not interfere and held fast unto beautiful patience and glo-
rious concealment. Glory be to God! Through the supreme
oppression, the True One, exalted be His glory, hath aided His
Cause and informed both East and West. We hope that all the
friends will hold fast unto that which God hath desired.

5 God willing, confident and steadfast souls shall become the

cause of the exaltation of the Word and the advancement of
existence, and in every place and station they shall quench and
extinguish the fire of hatred, animosity, rebellion and immoral-
ity with the pure water of patience, steadfastness, reliance and
detachment. These few days have no significance in the sight
of God and His friends. The man of insight will assuredly not
defile himself beneath it nor soil his most pure hem. Blessed
are they who came with joy and passed with fragrance, and
with complete trust returned unto the Desired One.

i O Muhammad! The friends of that land and its surroundings

are mentioned in the presence of the Wronged One and are
illumined by the light of utterance. Convey greetings to all of
them and gladden them with the effulgences of the lights of
the Luminary of divine gifts and favors. Verily, He will assist
thee, aid thee and help thee with the hosts of wisdom and
utterance. There is no God but He, the Powerful, the Mighty,
the Bestower.

Praise be to God that He granted success and power to this
indigent one to be engaged in service to His Cause at all times,
detached from all else. How excellent is the work of those who
are nigh and sincere, for therein is cut off and forbidden the
fragrance of seeking personal desires. His is the grace and the
bounty, and His the generosity and the glory. The power of
the world and the desires of nations did not prevent Him, nor
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hold Him back from His prevailing and supreme Will. Exalted
be His dominion and exalted be His power! With one word
He gave life, and with another word He took it away. Who
can say why or wherefore, save he who removes himself from
His sovereignty and flees from His dominion? Such a one has
no station, no mention, and no description. In truth, such
beings are considered non-existent and lost in the sight of those
firmly established in the Crimson Ark. In any case, this servant
beseeches the one true God on your behalf for that which is the
cause of eternal life. Verily, He is the Powerful, the All-Seeing,
and He is the Hearer, the Answerer. There is no God but He,
the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

As commanded, a letter was written at this time to his honor
Aqa ‘Ali, upon him be the peace of God and His favors, and
was sent to that true loved one that he might consider it and, if
deemed advisable, deliver it. We beseech God to protect him
through His power and sovereignty and to make him among
the helpers.

As to what you wrote regarding Port Said and Egypt and other
places, from meeting that beloved of hearts in any land, God
willing, fruits will appear therefrom and the light of love will
shine forth. In every matter and every thing there is a trace and
hidden treasure from God’s perfect power, but these gradually
appear through outward means day after day, and the effects
themselves make the servants aware and inform them. Verily
God has power over all things. God willing, from the warmth
of love of that beloved one, the effects of warmth will appear
in all regions.

His Holiness the Afnan, upon him be 9 66 [Bahau’llah’s] Most
Great Glory, has always been and continues to be mentioned.
In truth, they are the cause of the exaltation of the Cause. We
beseech God to assist him and make him successful through a

sovereignty from His presence. Verily He is the Powerful, the
Wise.

His Excellency the Minister, may God the Blessed, the Most
High, strengthen him, praise be to God, is sanctified from that
which is unworthy and adorned with that which is worthy and
befitting. God willing, may he be assisted in exalting this
Most Great Cause. According to the command, that beloved
one must in all conditions hold fast to wisdom and utterance.
Meeting itself, without words, affects some receptive souls -
it guides without speech and shows the way without descrip-
tion. Such a minister must be appreciated and, to the extent
possible, love, affection, sincerity and purity toward him are
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necessary. This party must ask God for his honor and eleva-
tion. Verily God is the Hearing, the Seeing.

2 And as for the Khan, may God make him successful, God will-

ing he is praiseworthy in deed, praised in mention, and beloved
in utterance. Thanks be to God that He has servants who are
adorned with the ornaments of truthfulness, purity, love and
faithfulness. Mention was made of the honored Haji and the
details of attendance in that blessed presence, and certainly it
is blessed, for it was a gathering of the friends. Every spot
of earth where God is mentioned takes pride over other spots.
This is a truth in which there is no doubt. Although that spot
in those days was sorrowful, for due to the sorrow of his honor
the Haji and those with him, upon them be the glory of God,
those with penetrating vision observed the friends and acquain-
tances to be grief-stricken. However, the revealed tablets, from
the horizon of each of which the sun of bounty was shining,
transformed all sadness into joy, gladness, delight and expan-
sion.

And as to what you wrote about performing a prostration of
gratitude after reading - glory be to God! The fragrance of
this gratitude certainly ascended and attained the most exalted
station. They commanded: Mention these words: I swear by
the Sun of Truth which has illumined the worlds of justice
and fairness and the hearts and minds of the companions - if
the veil were lifted and that station were beheld, they would
manifest such joy as has had and has no likeness in the world.
Verily it has attained and ascended to a station where, upon
its arrival, the maidens called out from the chambers: “The
fragrance of a leaf of the Blessed Tree has wafted! Rejoice at
meeting it and be glad at its presence!” By the life of God,
the attraction of this tribulation seized everyone in the Most
Glorious Paradise and the Supreme Heaven. Verily God is the
Bestower, the Generous, and He is the Forgiving, the Merciful.

I convey greetings to His Honor, the beloved of hearts, Aqga
Siyyid ‘Ali, upon him be God’s peace and care. In truth, his
loving remembrances attract hearts and souls. I beseech God,
exalted be His grace, to grant him that which causes the de-
scent of mercy and favor from the clouds of His generosity and
bounty. And for myself I seek confirmation that each time I
make mention of what is hidden in the heart, I may remember
the other loved ones of that land, and for each one I beseech
God’s assistance. How beloved in the sight of God is the man-
ifestation of love between His loved ones! When mention was
made of His Honor Haji ‘Abbas, upon him be God’s peace -
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how during the days of tribulation he was aflame with love in
the house of His Honor the Haji and stood with complete dedi-
cation in service - repeatedly did He say: “Blessed is he, again
blessed is he!”

We must be engaged day and night in thanksgiving and praise
that He bestowed His grace, showed the way, and granted glory.
The utter abasement that was specially reserved for this com-
munity in Iran - now, praise be to God, some have realized
that this community has another purpose and another aspira-
tion: they have had and have no thought save the tranquility
of nations and the prosperity of the world. Every person of
insight testifies to this and every hearing ear acknowledges it.
And if some clods of earth, due to their lack of fairness and
justice, have spoken or may speak otherwise, they are outside
the school of God’s justice. His bestowals, favors and kindness
have reached such a degree that the tongues of the world are
powerless to mention them.

One day He repaired to the garden where a new pavilion of
glory had been raised, and by His command the loved ones
were present and gathered in that place. After His will was
made known and all were assembled, He proceeded from the
first garden with the Branches of the Blessed Tree to that spot.
After being seated and the reading of heavenly verses, He made
such mention of recent tribulations that all became sorrowful.

7 Then He spoke other words that truly caused sanctified spirits

to attempt ascension that they might, after their ascent, attain
to such a gathering. And in those two days when truly the sun
of favor rose manifest from its horizon, there appeared all that
testified to His supreme grace and mighty compassion, and in
His presence was done what was befitting. Verily God, our
Lord and your Lord, is the All-Bountiful, the Generous; He is
the All-Merciful, the Forgiving, the Compassionate.

Likewise, mention of that beloved of hearts’ charitable deeds
was repeatedly made by the blessed tongue. Indeed, not even
to the extent of a needle’s eye has anyone’s reward been or
will be lost. He said that from the earliest days until now,
Muhammad has stood firm in service and held fast to the cord
of grace, and throughout this long period nothing appeared
from him contrary to His good-pleasure. This is a description
for which the highest Paradise and loftiest Heaven yearn. At
this point we should say: “Praise be to God Who confirmed
and assisted you and caused to appear from you that which
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the Lord of creation and the Sovereign of the seen and unseen
described. We beseech God to make you a key to every door,
steadfast in every matter, and mindful at all times. Verily He
is the Most Powerful of the powerful. There is no God but He,
the Protector of all who are in the heavens and the earth.”

The other gifts of that Beloved One have arrived. As they
have been blessed with the mention and remembrance of that
Beloved One, they will surely be acceptable. Since their re-
lation is to the True One, exalted be His glory, each of their
pages is the envy of paradise. I beseech the True One, exalted
be His glory, to establish their reward in the garden of inner
meanings and utterance, and to manifest its effusions in the
aforementioned garden - this is not difficult for Him. This
servant testifies to His power and sovereignty, His might and
authority, and beseeches Him to ordain for your honor the good
of all worlds among His worlds. Verily, He is the Powerful, the
Mighty, the Wise.

To the light of the heart, His Honor Haji Siyyid Javad, upon
him be the glory of God, the Lord of creation, I offer greetings
and praise, and with utmost sincerity I beseech the True One,
exalted be His glory, to aid him at all times and seasons in His
service - a service that will forever bear witness to his attention,
devotion, love and steadfastness. In the gathering of lovers his
mention has been and continues to be made. It is hoped that
in the remaining days we may arise to serve collectively and
occupy ourselves with that which God desires. Verily, He is
the Helper, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Praise be to God that this letter ends with his mention. This
ending is paired with the beginning; indeed, in one sense it
can be said to take precedence, for the station of His Holiness
the Seal (upon him be the spirit of all else) from the first
beginning that was the beginning, is beyond all description and
praise. This is the one who mentions and this is the witness.
The remembrance and praise of God be upon you, O dawning-
places of love and affection and mines of love and unity. There
is no God but He, the Mighty, the Munificent.

The loved ones and chosen ones of that land are remembered
in the heart and preserved through the protection of God’s
favor, exalted be His glory. The world of love requires at all
times the mention and praise of the loved ones, especially those
saplings that have been nurtured in the shade of mercy, have
been raised up, and are sustained by the fresh wine. Such souls
should be mentioned by a pure tongue, and a sanctified heart
should express love for them. In brief, they are remembered
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at the point of the heart and enkindled with the warmth of
the heart. Praise be to God, they have attained that which
has no opposite and is sanctified from peer. Their mention is
the key to treasures and their love is the door to victories. All
this is from God’s favor, grace and bounty. We beseech Him
to gather them beneath His shade, to exalt them through His
Name, and cause them to speak His beautiful praise.

Peace and remembrance and glory, then honor and exaltation
and sublimity be upon your honor and upon those who love
you and hear your word concerning the Cause of God, the Lord
of the worlds.
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To: Ibn-i-Abhar et al., in Tihran
Date: 1307-12-19 [1890-Aug-6]

In the name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

Praise be to that Peerless Being Who, through the lights of the
Kingdom, hath empowered and enabled the world of creation
to receive the word of wisdom and utterance. After the word
was cast forth, a creation came into being, and through an-
other word transformation was wrought: some turned toward
the realm of oneness, having perceived the fragrance of the
Friend, while others busied themselves with investigation, and
yet others arose in rejection and protest. But God, our Lord
and our Goal, manifested that which He desired despite them.
Verily, He is the Almighty, the Unconstrained. Glory, radi-
ance, peace, and bounty be upon the loved ones of God and
His chosen ones, who have sacrificed their souls in His path.
These are servants whom He hath mentioned in His Books and
commanded to reform the world and refine the souls of nations,
forbidding them from treachery, rancor, and corruption. Fx-
alted is God, our Lord and the Lord of the mighty throne, our
Goal and the Goal of all who are in the heavens and the earth.

O beloved of my heart! At this moment thy petition hath
attained unto the presence and the blessed hands of our Master
and Lord, the Most Great Branch - may my spirit and my
very being be a sacrifice for the dust of His footsteps - and
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after it had been honored to reach the Most Holy and Exalted
Presence, these sublime words were revealed and sent down
from the Source of verses, blessed and exalted be His utterance:

He is the Hearer, the Answerer

O Ibn Abhar! The Lord of Power hath from His Most Sublime
Vision directed His gaze toward that region and maketh men-
tion of thee. Canst thou hear this Call which hath been raised
from this Most Exalted Station, that through hearkening there
may spring forth from the dust ears that are attentive, eyes
that are sharp, and hearts that are illumined for witnessing
and hearing? Say: Nay, by Thy Great Announcement, except
through Thy grace, Thy generosity, Thy loving-kindness and
Thy bounty. And shouldst thou desire to make mention of
Me, it behooveth thee to make mention in such wise that the
tongues of the world may speak in remembrance of thy Lord,
through Whom the mysteries have been revealed, the rivers
have flowed, and the trees have spoken forth - sovereignty be-
longeth unto God, the Lord of the worlds. We have aforetime
made mention of thee through verses that have encompassed
the East of the earth and its West. Hast thou forgotten, or
dost thou say ‘Increase me in utterance, O Lord of the mys-
tics’? We love to behold thee standing amidst the gathering,
speaking in My beauteous remembrance, and We love to see
thee detached from all else but Me, calling out My Name, cling-
ing to the cord of My loving-kindness and holding fast to My
[luminous| robe. We have created thee and cast upon thee that
which draweth thee nigh unto God and causeth thee to speak
that whereby the hearts of them that have turned towards Him
are attracted.

; Cast aside all else but Me and take what I have commanded

thee in My perspicuous Book. This is the Day whereon they
that were at Sinai were thunderstruck when the Call was raised
between earth and heaven, and the Caller cried out: The King-
dom is God’s, the Lord of the Mighty Throne! This is the Day
whereon the seas speak through their waves, the Book through
its verses, the suns through their lights, the heaven through
its stars, the trees through their fruits, and the earth through
its favors; yet most of the people hear not. They see, yet
they deny - verily they perceive not. We behold them as wor-
shippers of idle fancies and vain imaginings. This do attested
servants bear witness, who have cast the Most Great Ocean be-
hind them, hastening toward the river - verily they know not.
O Ibn Abhar! Hear the Call with the ear of thine heart; verily
it attracteth thee and draweth thee nigh unto a station that
knoweth neither change nor decline. Thus hath the Tongue of
Grandeur spoken - verily He is the Truth, the Knower of things
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unseen. We have adorned thy head with the crown of accep-
tance and thy temple with the ornament of knowledge, that
thou mayest proclaim the Cause of thy Lord with wisdom and
utterance. Verily He is the Compassionate, the All-Loving.
Thou hast stood before the gate of My grandeur, heard My
Call, beheld the waves of the ocean of Mine utterance and the
suns of the heavens of My wisdom. Give glad tidings of what
We have shown thee and caused thee to hear in this Most Holy,
Most Exalted, Most Glorious and Most Sublime Station. Thus
have the rains of My mercy poured down and the luminary of
My grace hath shone forth from the horizon of the heaven of
My bounty. Say:

O my God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having illu-
mined the horizon of my hope, for having quenched the thirst
of my heart, and for having transformed my sorrow and grief.
I beseech Thee, O Lord of eternity, by the lights of Thy Most
Great Throne, to strengthen me in all conditions to manifest
Thy Cause, Thy days, Thy revelation and Thy power. O Lord!
Thou seest me calling out in Thy name amongst Thy servants,
and speaking Thy praise throughout Thy lands. From the
beginning of days I acknowledged Thy unity and Thy single-
ness, and became attracted to Thy verses, soaring in Thy at-
mosphere, and arising to serve Thee. Have mercy upon me, O
my God, through Thy great mercy, then cause me to speak
Thy sweetest remembrance. I am he, O my God, whose will
was rendered powerless, seized by the wonderment of Thy call.
I call upon Thee, O my God, by Thy gracious name, I cry
unto Thee by Thy merciful name, and I adjure Thee by Thy
all-knowing name to ordain for Thy loved ones that which will
draw them nigh unto the court of Thy glorious oneness and the
sanctuary of Thy holy uniqueness. Then through them open
the doors of Thy servants’ hearts, and through them, O my
God, illumine the hearts of Thy creation. Then write down for
me and for them the reward of those who have attained unto
Thy presence and have drunk the choice wine of reunion from
the hand of Thy bounty. Verily Thou art He Whom nothing
can frustrate and no affair can render powerless. Thou doest
what Thou willest through Thy sovereignty and ordainest what
Thou pleaseth through Thy power.

Furthermore I beseech Thee, O God of Names and Creator
of heaven, by the pearls of the ocean of Thy wisdom and the
effulgent lights of the orb of Thy grace, to ordain for Thy hand-
maiden who hath ascended unto Thee the reward of attaining
Thy presence. Then cause her to enter, O my God, within the
precincts of Thy mercy and to hear the melodies of the doves of
Thy unity upon the twigs of the tree of Thy knowledge. Then
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give her to drink, O my Best-Beloved, the Kawthar of Thy ut-
terance from the hand of Thy bounty. Then send down upon
her from the clouds of Thy mercy the rains of Thy generosity
and munificence. I testify, O my God, that she heard Thy call
and responded to Thy summons and Thy command, and held
fast to Thy cord in such wise that neither the doubts of the
skeptics, nor the cawing of the croakers, nor the onslaught of
the ungodly, nor the oppression of the wrongdoers could keep
her back. The attraction of Thy call so seized her that her
heart was set ablaze with the fire of Thy love and her reality
with the heat of Thy affection. There befell her in Thy path
that which Thou knowest better than any other. Forgive, O
my God, her and those who loved her and mentioned her days
and visited her resting-place and what hath been revealed from
Thy Most Exalted Pen. Verily Thou art the One Who hath
power over whatsoever Thou willest. At Thy command the
ocean of forgiveness surgeth and the fragrances of Thy bounty
are wafted abroad, O Thou in Whose grasp are the reins of
all possibilities. There is no God but Thee, the Mighty, the
All-Bountiful.

We have desired at this moment to make mention of Our hand-
maiden who hath ascended unto the Most Exalted Compan-
ion, she upon whom the decree of destiny and fate from God,
the Lord of the Kingdom of Names and Creator of heaven,
hath been executed. O My handmaiden and My leaf! We tes-
tify that thou didst take the cup of utterance from the hand
of the bounty of thy Lord, the All-Merciful, and didst drink
therefrom, despite those women whom fancies and idle imag-
inings have held back from God, the All-Possessing, the Self-
Subsisting. O thou who art mentioned before the Wronged
One! Thou art in the Most Exalted Paradise while thy Lord
is in the prison of ‘Akka. Give thanks unto thy Lord for this
bounty, the light of which, when it shone forth, caused all
names and attributes to bow down before it. We testify that
thou didst hear the call and didst turn towards it, saying in thy
inmost heart: “Here am I, here am I, O Lord of all beings! At
Thy service, at Thy service, O Thou in Whose grasp is the con-
trol of all things!” Thou art she who rent asunder the veils of
error and the layers of glory, and attained unto the recognition
of thy Lord in days wherein men and women denied Him, save
those whom the hand of God’s grace, the Lord of all worlds,
did rescue. Blessed art thou for having acknowledged the unity
of God and His singleness, and what He hath revealed in His
Book and what His Tongue hath uttered.

How many were the days wherein thy sighs ascended and thy
tears fell down in thy love for God, thy Lord, the Lord of
the Throne and of earth, and the Lord of the hereafter and
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of former times. Thou art she whom the fire of separation
consumed and whom the force of estrangement weakened in
the days of thy Lord, the llluminator of the horizons. Sorrows
overtook thee whereby thy liver was melted, thy heart was
troubled, thy limbs did quake, and thy being was rent asun-
der. Were it not for thy Lord’s protection, thy members and
extremities would have been scattered, and thy veins and fea-
tures dispersed. Blessed art thou, O leaf that hath clung to
the Lote-Tree beyond which there is no passing,

O thou who art mentioned by the people of Baha in the king-
dom of creation! Through thy grief, sorrows have encompassed
the people of the cities of knowledge, and through thy calamity,
the dwellers of the garden of utterance have lamented. We be-
seech God, blessed and exalted be He, to send down upon thee
at all times that which befitteth the heaven of His bounty, the
ocean of His generosity, and the sun of His grace. He, verily,
is the All-Powerful, the Mighty, the Unconstrained. Peace and
glory and praise and honor be upon thee, upon thy beginning
and thine end, thy outer and inner self, and the mercy of God
and His blessings and His might and His favor and His gifts.
Verily, grace is in His grasp and bounty in His right hand. He
doeth what He pleaseth and ordaineth what He willeth. He
is the All-Powerful, the All-Possessing, the Mighty, the All-
Bountiful. End.

Praise be to God! For that blessed leaf there hath been sent
down from the clouds of divine mercy that whose mention,
whose fragrance, and whose light shall endure. A hundred
thousand thanks that she ascended in the days of God - days
whereof all the Prophets and chosen ones had given tidings
and had desired for themselves to be present and to attain
unto them. O thou beloved of my heart! The power of “He
doeth whatsoever He willeth” cannot be hindered by the things
of earth and heaven. However He willeth, it is decreed and
assured. The command is God’s, our Lord, the All-Possessing,
the Self-Subsisting. His grace hath encompassed all and His
mercy hath taken precedence, and those sighs which at all
times were manifested from her in separation from the Lord of
all beings - their effect hath He made manifest. Verily, He doth
not suffer to be lost the reward of the doers of good, whether
men or women, until in these blessed days there appeared that
which hath had and shall have no likeness. Praise be unto Him
in all conditions.

The mention of Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Abu-Turab, upon him be
the glory of God, was made, and his service, devotion and love,
after being presented before the Most Holy and Most Exalted
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Presence, the Tongue of Grandeur spoke these verses - blessed
and exalted be His Word:

“O Alif and Ba! He Who is encompassed by the wicked ones
among the servants from all directions makes mention of thee
at this hour. Among them are those who deny Him, those who
turn away from Him, those who oppose Him, and those who
cling to tyranny and oppression and to calumnies at which the
dwellers of the Kingdom, the Realm of Glory, the Concourse
on High and the Most Exalted Paradise have lamented. Thus
has the matter been decreed, and We are in manifest joy. We
beseech God to assist thee in that which will elevate the station
of man, to aid thee with the means of earth and heaven, and to
ordain for thee from the heaven of His bounty and the clouds
of His mercy that which will open the doors of hearts. Verily,
He is the Almighty, the Mighty, the Beloved. Take thou the
cup of eternity in My Most Glorious Name. It will attract
thee to a station wherein thou wilt hear the call of all things
in celebration of this Most Great Announcement, whereby the
foundations of nations have been shaken, save whom God hath
willed, the Lord of the Mighty Throne. We have mentioned
thee before, and at this hour, that thou mayest rejoice and be
of the thankful ones. We beseech God to make thy rewards
concerning His loved ones treasures with Him. Verily, He is
the Almighty, the Preserver, the Trustworthy.”

5 Likewise mention was made of Jinab-i-Mashhadi Rahim, Jinab-

i-Aga Muhammad Rahim, and Aqa Muhammad, upon them be
the glory of God. After these names were presented before the
Most Holy and Most Exalted Presence, these sublime words
were revealed from the heaven of verses - exalted be His glory:

“O Mashhadi Rahim! The promise hath come to pass and
the Command belongeth unto God, the Sovereign, the Self-
Subsisting. He hath appeared, manifested His Cause, fulfilled
His promise, and spoken that which draweth the people nigh
unto God, the Lord of existence. O My loved ones! We have
heard your call and witnessed your love. We have turned to-
ward you from this forbidden Quarter and revealed for you that
which hath diffused the fragrance of God’s grace, the Lord of
existence. O Muhammad-i-Rahim! Give thanks unto thy Lord
for having mentioned thee in the prison with verses whose fra-
grance will never cease and will not change throughout the
duration of the kingdom and the realm of spirit. Say: Thine is
the glory, O my God, and Thine is the grandeur, O my Lord,
and Thine is the grace, O my Beloved, for having caused me to
recognize the Dayspring of Thy verses and the Dawning-Place
of Thy clear tokens. I beseech Thee to make me in Thy days a
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flowing river through Thy name and an immovable mountain
in Thy love. Verily, Thou art the Powerful over whatsoever
Thou willest, and within Thy grasp are the reins of the unseen
and the visible.

We have heard thy verses and what thou hast composed in
remembrance of this Cause, through whose appearance the
heaven was cleft asunder, the earth was rent, and the heart
of every heedless and veiled one was shaken. Rejoice in that
We have turned toward thee from this station and revealed
for thee that whereby the realities of all things and the hearts
of devoted servants have been attracted. The glory be upon
thee and upon those who have laid hold upon this extended
cord. O Muhammad! Blessed art thou for having been men-
tioned before the Countenance and for having turned unto Him
from Whom the servants have turned away, save whom God
hath willed, the Lord of this praiseworthy station. We counsel
thee and those who have believed to observe trustworthiness,
chastity and faithfulness. Blessed is he who hath cast away
what the people possess and taken what is with God, the Lord
of the angels and the Spirit.”

In that thou hast made mention of his honor Aqa Mirza Rida
(of the land of Kaf and Ra), upon him be the Glory of God, and
likewise hast recorded mention of his ardour and loftiness of
understanding and sublimity of knowledge, after these passages
were submitted before the Throne of our Lord, the Revealer of
verses, this utterance was sent down from the heaven of the will
of Him Who is the Desire of the worlds. His word - exalted be
His utterance and mighty His proof:

He is the All-Knowing Expositor

We have sent down a Book at whose descent all the books of the
world bowed down in submission, whereunto beareth witness
the Most Great Name, through which the limbs of the nations
have quaked, save whom God, the Lord of the worlds, hath
willed. The rivers of inner meanings and utterance have flowed
in the garden of true knowledge. Blessed is he who hath heard
their murmuring and the rustling of their trees, and woe unto
every doubting denier. O Mirza Rida! Hearken unto the Call
which hath been raised in the prison of Akka from the right
hand of the luminous spot, from the Blessed Crimson Tree -
God, there is none other God but He, the Single, the One, the
Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Say: O people of
the Bayan! Fear ye the All-Merciful, then judge with fairness
concerning that which hath appeared in truth, and be not of
them that denied God’s Manifestation and His sovereignty, and
broke His covenant, and disputed that which appeared from
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His presence - these are indeed among the opposers in the
Book of God, the Mighty, the Great.

O Rida! Canst thou leave behind what the people possess,
and canst thou proclaim among the servants this Name that
holdeth sway over all who are in the heavens and on earth? We
beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to aid thee to exalt
His Word and to manifest His Cause with such steadfastness
as cannot be shaken by the hosts of vain imaginings nor the
suspicions of the opposers, and to make thee a leader of His
servants, and to raise thee up through His Name that holdeth
sway over all, whether small or great. Say: O people! This
is a Day wherein the Herald calleth out from every direction
and summoneth all unto the straight Path of God. When the
rapture of My verses seizeth thee and thou drinkest the choice
wine of utterance from the cup of My bounty, say: Praise be
unto Thee, O my God, and thanks be unto Thee, O my Desire,
for having guided me unto the horizon of Thy manifestation
and caused me to hear the Call that hath been raised amongst
Thy servants and shown me Thy signs.

2 O my Lord! I am Thy servant and the son of Thy servant,

clinging to the cord of Thy bounty and holding fast to the hem
of Thy grace. I beseech Thee not to deprive me of the waves of
the ocean of Thy utterance, nor to withhold me from beholding
the effulgences of the sun of Thy bounty. O my Lord! Thou
seest the supplicant standing before the gate of Thy grandeur
and the pavilion of Thy glory. I beseech Thee not to disappoint
him of that which Thou hast ordained for the sincere among
Thy servants and the near ones among Thy creatures. O my
Lord! Illumine my heart with the lights of Thy Kingdom and
enable me to perform such deeds as will diffuse the fragrance of
Thy acceptance and good-pleasure. Verily, Thou art powerful
to do what Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee,
the Strong, the Triumphant, the Almighty. End.

Who is able to reckon what hath appeared from the Kingdom
of utterance of God, our Lord and the Lord of the Mighty
Throne? Can anyone count the drops of the seas, or the grains
of the desert, or the leaves of the trees? Nay, by His Self,
save through His might and power! The verses of God have
been sent down in such wise that the Pen is powerless to set
them down, and the tongue to make mention of them, and
the faculty of comprehension to enumerate them. The servant
beseecheth his Lord to adorn His servants with the ornaments
of justice and truthfulness. Verily, He is the most powerful of
the powerful. There is none other God but He, the Master of
the Day of Judgment.
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O thou who soarest in My atmosphere! Before the Wronged
One have been presented the names of those whom thou didst
mention. We have desired to make mention of them in such
wise as to perpetuate their remembrance amongst all names.
Verily thy Lord is the Mighty, the Unconstrained.

In My Name, the All-Hearing, the All-Answering

26 O My Tongue! Be thou a herald in the kingdom of My utter-

ance, that perchance the call may attract those who dwell in
the realm of creation and draw them nigh unto the Most Ex-
alted Horizon - the station which God hath made the circling-
point of the Supreme Paradise and the Most Glorious Garden.
Verily thy Lord is the Commander, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise.

O friends of God and His loved ones! Upon you be His glory
and His mercy. Your names have been presented before the
Wronged One. We make mention of you with such mention
that from each letter thereof floweth the river of life for the
vivification of the world. Verily your Lord, the All-Merciful,
is powerful over whatsoever He willeth, and within His grasp
lie the reins of all who are in the heavens and on earth. Take
ye hold of the Book of God with such strength as is vouch-
safed by Him and such power as proceedeth from His presence,
in such wise that the clamor of the ignorant ones who claim
knowledge without clear proof from God, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise, shall not deter you. These are servants who denied
God’s proofs both in the past and in the present, as His Per-
spicuous Book doth testify.

Read ye what the All-Merciful hath revealed in the Qur’an
that ye may become aware of that which befell the Daysprings
of His verses, the Dawning-places of His revelations, the Re-
cipients of His revelation and the Sources of His command,
firm and mighty. For their sake did the Apostle lament, the
Chaste One cry out, and the Spirit weep by reason of what
these oppressors inflicted upon them. In their name did they
usurp their station - they are assuredly among the most lost in
God’s mighty and praiseworthy Book. They make mention of
God with their tongues while they sanction the shedding of the
blood of His chosen ones, and they perceive it not. They wrong-
fully consume the substance of men, and they understand not.

Say: Die in your wrath! Verily He hath come from the horizon
of might with the banners of verses for the reformation of the
world and the unification of nations. To this beareth witness
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the Mother Book in this exalted station. By God’s life! Neither
the vicissitudes of days, nor the oppression of men, nor impris-
onment in the land of Ta [Tehran] or ‘Akka have deterred Us.
We have arisen before all faces and summoned all unto God,
the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. They have cast the com-
mand of God behind their backs, clinging to that which they
possess. Verily they know not. Soon shall the world pass away;
then shall they behold the recompense of their deeds, and they
shall cry for help but none shall help them. Thus hath the
Pen revealed its treasures and the Ocean its waves. Blessed
are they who recognize the splendor shining from the horizon
of the heaven of My mercy.

Upon you, O dawning-places of My love, and upon those whom
the doubts of every heedless one that is veiled have not de-
terred.

The names are veiled due to the requirements of consummate
wisdom. This servant beseecheth God, exalted be His glory,
to aid these blessed souls and ordain for them that which con-
duceth to eternal life and everlasting glory. Glory be to God!
One is astonished to observe how, for the sake of two days, most
people veil themselves from God’s eternal bounties and perpet-
ual favors. What a tremendous loss! We hope that through
the attention and favors of the Goal of the world’s desire, the
veils of all the people of Iran may be rent asunder, and all may
attain to that which hath had and hath no likeness or peer.
Verily our Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous, the
All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful.

2 O beloved of my heart! One of the passages from your letter

was presented before Him Who conversed with God on Sinai,
was graced with acceptance, and adorned with the honor of His
good-pleasure. As commanded, that passage is recorded here:
“Your words and mention: O my God, my God! Those who
know and are privy to Your mysteries are aware that these
wronged ones, through the education and training of Your
Supreme Pen, have desired nothing but the joy and tranquility
of Your servants and the progress and advancement of all in
the land under the shadow of mercy and kindness of this same
Nasiri’d-Din Shah, who at times through wrath and severity
- in following ignorant aggressors - and now through kindness
and mercy - by his own will and desire - has arisen to aid
Your manifest Faith. We have sought nothing else and desire
naught from the peoples of the world save the manifestation of
pure and goodly deeds and praiseworthy, virtuous character.
We wish that those who claim faith among all the peoples of
the world, in this realm which is encompassed by extinction,
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become people of eternity and companions of the highest par-
adise. Therefore, inspire them through pure grace and bounty
with that which will sanctify them from the promptings of self
and passion, and confirm them in chastity, virtue, righteous-
ness and fear of God, and that which hath been revealed from
Thee in Thy Scriptures and Tablets. There is no God but Thee,
the Lord of all beings, the King of the throne on high and of
earth below. Verily, Thou art the All-Merciful, the Possessor
of great bounty.”

It is hoped that whatever that beloved one has beseeched will
be answered, and that the friends of God, exalted be His glory,
will be assisted in that which will cause the peoples of the
world to turn towards Him. At one time this most exalted
and blessed word was revealed from the tongue of the Lord of
Names - blessed and exalted be His utterance: “The endeavor
of My loved ones - upon them be My glory and loving-kindness
- must be directed towards the sanctification and purification
of souls, not the arrangement of their own affairs.” We beseech
God to illumine and bless the eye of the age with the vision of
such souls.

Mention was made of Aga Mirza Muhammad-Taqi and Aqa
Mirza ‘Ali, upon them be the glory of God. After being pre-
sented before the throne of the Goal of the worlds, this answer
was revealed - exalted be His utterance and all-encompassing
His bounty: “O Muhammad-Taqi, upon thee be My glory!
This day is a blessed day. God willing, the people of Baha will
drink from the chalice of steadfastness, lest names hold them
back from their Kingdom and their Creator, and lest the world,
its riches and its ornaments prevent them. We have mentioned
thee before and at this time with a mention before which all
things have bowed down, as the Mother Book beareth witness
in this luminous station. And We make mention of him who
is named ‘Ali that he may hear and be of the thankful ones.

O ‘Ali! Thy name hath been mentioned before the Wronged
One. We have revealed for thee that through which the fra-
grance of the verses hath wafted throughout all possibility. We
beseech God to assist thee to turn wholly unto Him and to ex-
alt thee through His name. Verily, He is powerful over all
things. We have desired at this time to make mention of your
father as a bounty from Us, and verily We are the Bountiful,
the Generous. We beseech God to send down upon him at this
time mercy from His presence and to cause him to enter the
highest paradise, and to ordain for him every blessing and ev-
ery heavenly table that He hath ordained for His chosen ones
and trusted ones. Verily, He is the Mighty, the All-Knowing.
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His mercy hath preceded and His generosity hath encompassed
all. There is no God but He, the Powerful, the All-Bountiful.”

Mention of Jinab-i-Rabi’, upon him be the Glory of God, is
remembered and presented, and these verses specifically for
him are revealed from the heaven of grace. The Lord, exalted
and sanctified be He, speaks: O Rabi’, praise be to God that
in the divine springtime thou hast turned to the flowers of
inner meanings and partaken of the flowing spiritual waters.
We counsel thee to preserve this most exalted station and We
beseech God to protect thee from the doubts of the suspicious
ones and the arrows of the transgressors, and to aid thee with
the hosts of utterance. He is the Mighty, the Bestower. The
verses have been revealed and the evidences have appeared, yet
the people are in strange doubt. Blessed art thou for having
cast away vain imaginings and chosen the path of certitude
from God, the Lord of all religions.

We make mention in this station of him who is named Ma-
jid, who turned to My horizon and heard My sweetest call, by
which the Concourse on High was attracted, and attained that
which was inscribed in the Books of God, the Lord of Lords. O
Rabi’, if thou shouldst see him, give him My glad-tidings. We
beseech God to assist him in His remembrance and praise, and
in steadfastness in this Great News. We have mentioned him
before with verses that nothing can equal, and We have remem-
bered him with a remembrance whose fragrance shall endure
as long as the Kingdom of God, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing,
endures. He hath drunk the choice wine of utterance from the
hand of My bounty and hath attained that which most of the
servants have not attained. The glory from Us be upon him
and upon thee and upon everyone who hath turned to the Lord
of all men.

Mention hath been made of the two illumined eyes of the ex-
alted and deceased Haji Mirza Kamal’d-Din, upon him be the
Most Glorious Glory of God, who attained the presence of the
Goal of the world. This is what was revealed for them both
from the heaven of the bounty of our Lord, the Answerer. Ex-
alted be His utterance and glorified His proof:

He is the Compassionate, the Generous

O Nuru’d-Din! Verily Kamal’d-Din hath drunk from the hand
of the bounty of the Lord of the Worlds the choice wine of
utterance and hath attained the presence of God, the Mighty,
the Bestower. He is among those who attained that which
God revealed in the Bayan and in the Year Nine “ye shall
attain unto all good.” We testify that he attained and realized
all good, and there was revealed for him the interpretation of
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what the All-Merciful revealed in the Qur’an in His exalted
words “All food was lawful to the Children of Israel.” Thus did
the grace of his Lord, the Powerful, the Forgiving, encompass
him. O Nur! We saw thy name and made mention of thee
as a bounty from Us, that thine eye might be solaced thereby
and that thou mightest thank thy Lord, the All-Bountiful. We
beseech God to send down upon thee a grace from His presence
and a blessing from His side. He is the Single, the One, the
Powerful, the Compelling.

And We make mention of thy brother who is named Ali. Verily
he was remembered before the Wronged One and was speaking
of this Name through which God hath subdued the hearts of
His servants. Say: Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having
remembered me in the prison and revealed for me that which
delighteth the eyes. O my Lord! I am Thy servant and the son
of Thy servant. Thou hast made known to me Thy path and
guided me to Thy station. I testify that in Thy grasp are the
reins of all who are in earth and heaven.

Thus doth the Lamp reveal its lights, and the Book its verses,
and the Light its radiance, as a grace from God, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise. The call is raised from all directions
and the signs are spread abroad, yet the people are heedless
and veiled save whom God willeth, our Lord, the Lord of all
who are in the heavens and on earth. In all conditions We
beseech God, exalted be His glory, on behalf of His servants,
that perchance in this blessed Day they may not be deprived
of the waves of the ocean of bounty and may attain that whose
fragrance is everlasting. Verily He is powerful over what He
willeth. He witnesseth and seeth, and He is the Hearer, the
Answerer.

And likewise mention was made of the Light of the Eye,
Jinab-i-Aga Mirza ‘Ata’u’llah, the fruit of the spiritual
beloved, Jinab-i-Aga Mahmud—upon him be Baha’u’llah and
His loving-kindness. After this was submitted in the Most
Exalted Horizon before the seat of the Lord of mankind, this
utterance shone forth from the Kingdom of grace. Exalted
and glorified be He:

O ‘Ata’u’llah! The Wronged One remembers thee and turns
unto thee at this hour with a mention from which the fragrance
of thy Lord’s mercy is wafted throughout the world. To this
beareth witness the Most Great Name in this exalted station.

5 We make mention of Mahmud who turned unto the Cause when

it was manifested, and was so transported by the rapture of the
Divine Call that he hastened to the Dawning-Place of Verses,
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traversing land and sea until he attained the presence of his
Lord and bore witness to that whereunto God had testified
before the creation of earth and heaven. Blessed is he and
joy be unto him. We testify that he is among those who have
attained in My perspicuous Book. The glory shining from the
horizon of the heaven of My mercy be upon him and upon thee
and upon those who love you for the sake of God, the Lord of
the worlds. He verily remembereth him who remembereth Him,
and loveth him who turneth towards Him. He doth not suffer
to be lost the reward of the righteous. Praise be to God, the
Lord of the knowing.

This servant conveyeth greetings and salutations to each one,
and remembereth the loved ones night and day, beseeching
God-exalted be His glory—to enable the delight of the eyes,
the chosen ones, and His loved ones in that land to achieve
that which will exalt His Word and cause His servants to as-
cend. This is not difficult for our Lord. How many were the
servants who, by merely accepting the blessed Word, attained
the highest station of victory and triumph, and when the fire of
the Divine Lote-Tree was ignited, all became enkindled by that
holy and luminous flame and occupied themselves with guiding
others. That which was manifested through those sanctified
souls was more penetrating than the swords of the world. We
hope that in this Most Great Revelation too, God’s loved ones
will attain this station, will awaken those who slumber through
His Word and guide them through His light. Verily our Lord
is the Almighty, the Powerful.

We also make mention of Sina and Nayyir—upon them be the
glory of God—and their arising to serve and their attention to
the command to teach. These matters were presented before
the Countenance of the Lord of the seen and the unseen. Thus
did the Tongue of Grandeur speak: O Ibn Abhar! We have
mentioned them before with verses from which the fragrance
of God’s loving-kindness, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting,
was diffused. We beseech God to preserve them through His
grace, to aid them with the hosts of the seen and unseen, and
to assist them in attracting hearts and souls. Blessed are they
and blessed is he who hath held fast to the cord of turning
unto God in this promised Day.

; Joy be to the hand that hath been raised to the heaven of His

bounty, to the face that hath turned toward the horizon of His
loving-kindness, and to the eye that hath beheld that which
was hidden from the sight of every heedless and veiled one.
This is the Day wherein that which was hidden in knowledge
hath appeared and the mysteries of what was and what will be
have emerged. We have mentioned them through Our bounty
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and given them glad-tidings of Our mercy which hath preceded
all existence. We beseech God to manifest through them that
which will draw people nigh unto His horizon and give them to
drink of His choice sealed wine. The glory shining forth from
the horizon of the kingdom of My loving-kindness be upon
them from this exalted station.

Concerning the son of the Martyr, there was previously re-
vealed regarding the charitable ones that which shall endure
as long as the kingdom of earth and heaven endure. Blessed
is the soul that hath held fast to what is right in His Cause,
and blessed is the servant who hath spent what was possible
for Him. Verily, He doth not suffer to be lost the reward of
the righteous.

That which thou didst write concerning Jinab-i-Fakhru’d-Din,
the son of the brother, and the sister, and the other sister—
upon them be the Baha of God—was laid before the Coun-
tenance of the Lord of all worlds, and attained the honor of
being heard. This is that which was revealed for them from
the heaven of the Will of God, the Lord of mankind. Glorified
and exalted be He. He is the Helper, the All-Wise.

O Fakhru’d-Din! God hath come with manifest sovereignty
and that which was hidden in knowledge and concealed from
the eyes of the heedless hath been revealed. O Fakhru’d-Din!
Say: O people, fear God and follow not every heedless and
remote one. This is the Day of which the Messengers gave
tidings and to which the Books of God, the Lord of the worlds,
have borne witness. Say: Your divines and what they possess
will profit you not. Have ye not heard the Call which was raised
in the beginning of days from God? He said, and His Word is
the Truth: “O concourse of divines! Put down your pens, for
the Most Exalted Pen hath been raised; cast away what ye have
composed with the hands of fancy and vain imaginings. The
Command hath come, and the Sun of Certitude hath dawned
from the horizon of the heaven of the Will of God, the Mighty,
the All-Praised.” They read the Book, yet deny God. Lo! they
are among the most lost in My Great Book.

Thy name was mentioned before the Wronged One, and We
have revealed for thee that which causeth the hearts of them
that know to rejoice. When thou dost inhale the fragrance of
My verses and art seized by the rapture of My call, say: “My
God, my God! Thou seest the poor one seeking the ocean
of Thy bounty and desiring the wonders of Thy grace and
the manifestations of Thy bestowal. I beseech Thee by the
Kawthar through which Thou didst quicken the servants and
by the resplendent Light wherewith Thou didst illumine the
lands, to make me of those whom the riches of the world, nor
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the ornaments of nations, nor the treasuries of kings have di-
verted. O Lord! I have turned with my whole being unto Thee
and have laid hold on Thy cord. I beseech Thee not to dis-
appoint me of that which I have desired from the heaven of
Thy bounty and the ocean of Thy generosity. Verily, Thou
art powerful to do what Thou willest through Thy Name, the
Mighty, the Powerful.”

And this is what was revealed for the Leaf, the sister, upon her
be the Glory of God. His blessed and exalted Word: O My Leaf
and My handmaiden! We have remembered thee with verses
whose mention shall not pass away nor shall their warmth be
extinguished. Verily thy Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Gener-
ous. Thy name was revealed in the beginning of days from the
tongue of God, the Lord of this mighty station. My favor hath
encompassed thee and My mercy hath preceded thee. To this
doth this clear Book bear witness. We have remembered thy
mother when she ascended to the Most Exalted Horizon and
have revealed for her that from which every possessor of spir-
itual sense perceiveth the fragrance of God, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise. We beseech God to send down upon her at all
times a table from the heaven of His bounty and mercy from
the clouds of His grace. Verily He is the Goal of them that
know and the Beloved of the doers of good, both women and
men.

And We make mention of thy other sister as a favor from
Our presence and a mercy from Our side, and verily We are
the Compassionate, the All-Forgiving, the Merciful. O My
handmaiden and My Leaf! Thy name was presented and the
ocean of bounty surged and the fragrance of God’s loving-
kindness, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed, wafted. We have
remembered thee before and at this time with verses by which
the hearts of them that are nigh have been attracted. Give
thanks unto thy Lord and glorify His praise. Verily He hath
remembered thee with that whose mention shall not pass away
throughout the duration of My mighty and wondrous Kingdom.
The Glory from Our presence be upon thee and upon her and
upon every maid-servant who hath believed in the One, the
All-Informed. The Essence of Grace proclaimeth and saith:

Praise be unto Thee, O Thou Goal of the mystics and Beloved
of all who dwell in the heavens and on earth! Thou hast il-
lumined the horizons of Thy loved ones’ hearts with the light
of Thy knowledge and hast acquainted them with that which
most of Thy servants were prevented from knowing. I beseech
Thee by the ocean of Thy bounty and the heaven of Thy gen-
erosity to ordain for Thy servants and handmaidens that which
shall cause them to be numbered with those who have no fear,
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nor are they grieved. Then assist them in that which shall
raise the standards of Thy guidance and the manifestations of
Thy mercy amongst Thy creatures. Verily, Thou art the Com-
passionate, the Bestower, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Mention was made of the spiritual friend, his honor Aqa Mirza
Jalil, upon him be the Glory of God. Some time ago his pe-
tition reached the Most Holy Court, and each of the names
mentioned therein was adorned with the waves of the ocean of
divine bounty and utterance. Blessed and welcome be it unto
them. And this is what was revealed for his honor Jalil, upon
him be the Glory of God, at this time. His blessed and exalted
Word:

O Ibn Abhar! Make mention on My behalf of My servant
Jalil. Verily, We have remembered him and those who have
believed in the verses that have encompassed existence, both
seen and unseen. The events of the world do not prevent thy
Lord, nor do the hosts of tyranny cause Him fear. He hath
appeared and manifested what He desired, a command from
His presence. Verily, He is the Guardian, the Self-Subsisting.
Aid your Lord through wisdom and utterance. He shall assist
you with deeds and virtues by which minds and hearts shall be
attracted. Thus hath the Wronged One spoken on this night
wherein He desired to unite a handmaiden from among His
handmaidens and a leaf from among His leaves with a mention
from His Book who was named ‘Abdu’l-Baha in the Supreme
Horizon and in the Book of Names. Upon them both be My
glory and My loving-kindness which hath preceded all that
was and shall be. We beseech God to assist His loved ones in
rending the veils. Verily, He is the Powerful over whatsoever
He willeth through His command “Be!” and it is.

This night is a blessed night, for according to His will, mention
was made of His Holiness the King of Martyrs, may the spirit of
those near unto God be a sacrifice unto him, and at the dawn
of this night the union and unity between the honored leaf and
His Holiness the Beloved of hearts, ‘Abdu’l-Baha, upon them
both be the Most Glorious Glory of God, shall be outwardly
confirmed and adorned, as ordained in the inner world which is
the realm of God’s decree, exalted be His glory. In truth, con-
sideration for the family in the Land of Sad is incumbent upon
all. There befell them that which hath befallen no one. The
fear of those days prevented the small children from growing
and developing; they appear weak. However, praise be to God,
they are blessed with His presence and meeting. They dwell
beneath the shade of pavilions, their sustenance the water of
the Kawthar of meeting, their food the heavenly table, their
clothing and garments the gifts and favors of the Lord of the
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Kingdom of Names. The servant beseecheth his Lord to adorn
them at all times with that which shall draw them nigh unto
Him. Verily, He is the Hearing, the Answering.

O beloved House of Jinab-i-‘Ayn va Ta, upon him be the Glory
of God, the Most Glorious! Ye have ever been remembered and
continue to be remembered. At this moment these exalted
words have been revealed from the Dayspring of the favors of
the Lord of Names and Attributes. His Word, exalted be His
glory and mighty His utterance:

The House of ‘Ayn va Ta hath ever been remembered in the
Most Holy Court. We make mention of them through Our
verses, give them glad-tidings of Our favor, and send down for

them that from which the fragrance of Our bounty is diffused.

O Ibn Abhar! Upon thee be My glory and My mercy. Mention
of the people of that House hath flowed from the Will and
Purpose, the Pen and the Tongue. Convey on behalf of the
Wronged One greetings to Jinab-i-*Ayn va Ta, upon him be My
grace and My mercy. Blessed is he! The Tongue of Grandeur
hath testified to his acceptance, his turning unto God, his love,
his charitable giving and that of his mother, and what he hath
done for those who have ascended unto Us on this Straight
Path and this Great News.

Jinab-i-Amin, upon him be My glory, hath repeatedly made
mention of the two sisters, upon them be My glory, and hath
mentioned ‘Ayn va Ta and the others. In truth, the people of
that house have, from the earliest days, turned unto God and

have attained unto mention, praise and service to the Cause.

We make mention of the daughter bearing My name, upon
them both be My glory and My favor. We beseech God, blessed
and exalted be He, to aid her to hold fast to the cord of My
love at all times. Glory be upon her and upon those with her
from God, the Compassionate, the Generous.

We make mention of him who attained Our presence and his
wife who acted in accordance with what was commanded in
My Perspicuous Book. Blessed are they both and joy be unto
them. We testify that they are among those who have attained

in the presence of their Lord, the Commander, the All-Wise.

Glory be from Us upon the people of that House and upon
him who hath drunk the Kawthar of meeting from the hand of
bounty, a grace from the One Who is All-Bountiful, the Most
Generous.

We make mention of the son of Dhabih and his wife that they
may praise their Lord and be among the thankful. We give
them glad tidings as We gave them before, and We beseech
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God to draw them nigh unto Him. Verily, He is the Protector
of those who do good.

O Ibn Abhar! Jinab-i-Haji Siyyid Nasru’llah, upon him be My
glory, hath been mentioned before the Wronged One. Give him
the glad tidings of My turning toward him from the prison, and
illumine him with the lights of My wondrous utterance. We
have testified to his acceptance, his turning unto God, and his
arising to serve the Cause of God, the Lord of the worlds.

5 We love to make mention in this station of My leaves and

My handmaidens. We testify that they have drunk the wine
of revelation from the hands of bounty and have witnessed
what God witnessed before the creation of the heavens and
earths - that there is none other God but Him, the Single, the
One, the Powerful, the Almighty. In truth, the aforementioned
leaves, namely the aunt and her daughter Khadijih and her
other daughter, have been and continue to be adorned with
mention, praise, service, humility, submissiveness and stead-
fastness. Blessed are they from God, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.

Praise be to God that the sons of the aunt have also attained
unto that which hath no peer or likeness. We beseech God to
preserve them from His enemies, to protect them through His
sovereignty, and to send down upon them His blessings. Verily,
He hath power over all things. There is none other God but
Him, the Mighty, the Great.

7 This servant also conveyeth greetings to each of the leaves and

loved ones, and beseecheth God, exalted be His glory, to open a
door for each one through a key from among His most beautiful
Names, that all may remember His remembrance, utter His
praise, and arise to serve Him. It is hoped that the ocean
of mercy will grant what hath been besought. He is the All-
Bountiful One Whose grace hath encompassed all and Whose
bounty hath taken precedence. He manifesteth what He willeth
in the kingdom, despite those who have denied Him and His
verses, and have rejected His Manifestation and His evident
sovereignty.

The letter from his honored brother, upon him be the Glory of
God and His grace, which was written and sent to that person
was presented before the Countenance of the Lord of creation
and was favored with His hearing. It is hoped that something
special will descend from the heaven of grace for him too, that
which will sanctify him from the troubles of the world, so that
he may ignite those regions with the new fire of love. Now this
servant conveys greetings, praise, remembrance and glory to
his service. It is hoped that the foundation of these two days
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will not prevent him from turning to the eternal world and
God’s everlasting bounties. Through the power of certitude,
may he speak from the pulpit of detachment with the blessed
words “Say: God; then leave them to their vain discourses.”

O beloved of my heart! Consider the power of the Supreme
Pen, which has caused the call to penetrate all the mysteries
of the world. In truth, if the souls of the world were to speak
with fairness, they would all proclaim with every limb, even
with their very hair, the blessed words “Verily He is the Most
Powerful of the powerful ones.” Glory be to God! A call so
loud that in these days a well-known great personage in one
of the major cities mentioned that nothing worthy of mention
is seen from the mystics and spiritual leaders of the world. In
truth, today the call is raised from Akka, although outwardly
neither blessed with His presence nor His traces; yet the people
remain heedless and veiled. If they were to be granted but one
drop from the ocean of fairness, all would proclaim “The Call
belongs to God,” detached from all that is on earth. Blessed

are the fair-minded, and blessed are those possessed of insight.

Praise be to God, all the mentioned names have attained and
been sustained from the ocean of utterance of the Desired One
of the worlds.

And after completing the names, He said - and His word is the
truth: We love to conclude this utterance with the mention of
Ayyub, upon him be My glory and My grace, and those with
him. O Ayyub! Hear the call from the Most Exalted Direction
and the Supreme Horizon, then give thanks to Him Who has
turned to you and sent down that which has caused hearts and
minds to soar. We love faithfulness and remember whoever has
remembered Me, turned to My countenance, and performed in

My path that which has diffused the fragrance of satisfaction.

Verily your Lord hears the call of His loved ones and sees their

turning to Him. He is the Truth, the Knower of the unseen.

We have mentioned you before and at this evident time. We
beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to protect you from
His tyrannical servants and to guard you with the hosts of the
invisible and visible realms. Say:

My God, my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Lamp through which
the hearts of Thy loved ones were illumined and by which all
that was and will be was lit, to assist me to remember Thee and
praise Thee with wisdom and utterance, and to aid Thy Cause
among the religions. Verily Thou art the Powerful over what
Thou willest and in Thy grasp are the reins of all affairs. O
Lord! Deprive me not of the ocean of Thy bounty, nor forbid
me from the pearls treasured in the vaults of Thy Supreme
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BH11130

Pen. Verily Thou art the Owner of the Kingdom of Names
and the Creator of heaven. Every tongue hath testified to Thy
power and might, and to Thy grandeur and sovereignty. There
is no God but Thee, the Single, the One, the Powerful, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

The gaze of loving-kindness hath ever been and still is directed
towards the loved ones of God. Should we, God forbid, com-
mit any oversight, the Truth Itself will remind and make men-
tion thereof. We beseech Him at this moment to confirm His
loved ones, His servants male and female, and His leaves in
their steadfastness in His Cause and their arising to serve His
loved ones. Verily He is the All-Powerful, the Mighty, the
All-Bountiful. This servant addresseth all with these words:
Glory and remembrance and praise and magnification, which
have been honored with acceptance in the presence of our Lord,
the Most Glorious, be upon you, O loved ones of God, His
handmaidens and leaves. And I beseech for them that which
shall adorn their deeds with the ornament of divine acceptance
and exalt them through the everlasting Kingdom. Verily He
is powerful over all things. There is no God but Him, the
Commander, the Ruler, the All-Informed.

The servant 19th day of Dhi’l-Hijjih 1307
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Study guide to this volume

The second volume from 1307 A.H. is distinguished from its predecessors by an unusual combination
of elements: thanksgiving for political intervention, intimate consolation for members of the Holy
Family, and the most explicit articulation yet of how the Baha’i community’s nonviolent response to
persecution constitutes a new form of spiritual victory. The volume’s pastoral core is surrounded by
tablets of wide-ranging historical significance — a formal commendation of the Russian state for its
role in protecting the community, a visitation tablet for bereaved women of the Bab’s family, and a
sustained meditation on what “victory” means when the army that achieves it consists of patience,
steadfastness, and dignity rather than weapons. Through all of this runs the constant thread of
the late ministry’s central teaching: that the purpose of this Revelation is the reformation of the
world, and that such reformation proceeds through the moral transformation of human beings, not
through force.

The Mother Book and the Victory of Patience

Key Passages

O party of God! Your oppression, your patience, your steadfastness, your tranquility
and your dignity have aided Me with such a victory as the eye of creation hath never
witnessed its like. The Book of God, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting, beareth
witness to this. These are hosts which no earthly armies can match, nor can the ranks
of the world stand against them. — BH11690

Verily all success lieth in unity and concord... Now the favor and bounty of the Desired
One of the world have so encompassed the loved ones of that land that their good
mention is heard from every direction. It would be most regrettable should this most
exalted, wondrous and glorious reputation change. According to His command, all
must conduct themselves with the people of that city in such a way that none may find
occasion for aught but good mention. — BH11690

Good deeds in these days have been recorded by the Supreme Pen as the king of all
deeds, for this party has been created for the reformation of the world and the education
of the peoples and has been brought from nothingness into being. Blessed be this deed
through which the countenance of existence hath smiled. — BH11690
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Context for Study

BH11690 is one of the great enunciations of Baha’u’llah’s doctrine of spiritual victory. The paradox
of the passage is concentrated in a single insight: the very sufferings inflicted on the community —
oppression, patience, steadfastness, tranquility, dignity — are themselves the armies that achieve
a victory that no earthly force can match. This is not the consolation of the defeated but the
strategy of the transformed: suffering as spiritual power, not because suffering is good in itself,
but because the quality of one’s response to injustice is the most powerful testimony to the truth
of one’s cause. This teaching has a long history. Paul’s “power is perfected in weakness” (2
Corinthians 12:9) and the Christian theology of kenotic power run in this direction, as does the
Sufi paradox of the lover’s weakness before the Beloved as the highest form of spiritual strength.
Gandhi’s satyagraha (truth-force) is the modern political expression of this same logic: nonviolent
suffering is stronger than violence because it cannot be answered in kind. BH11690 also introduces
an important terminological clarification: the revelation of this Dispensation, previously called the
Bayan (a term from the Bab’s writings), is henceforth to be designated the “Mother Book” (Umm
al-Kitab) — a Qur’anic title (Q. 13:39) that asserts the priority and comprehensiveness of this
Revelation over all that preceded it.

Questions for Reflection

1. Baha’u’llah identifies “oppression, patience, steadfastness, tranquility and dignity” as the
armies of spiritual victory. How does this reframe the concept of military victory, and where
does this logic appear in Gandhi’s nonviolence, King’s civil rights strategy, and Mandela’s
post-apartheid reconciliation?

2. The tablet distinguishes between the public reputation of the community (“their good mention
is heard from every direction”) and its internal spiritual quality. How are these related in
Baha’u’llah’s teaching, and what are the dangers of prioritizing one over the other?

3. The designation of the Revelation as the “Mother Book” (Umm al-Kitab) places it in direct
continuity with a Qur’anic concept (Q. 13:39) while asserting its comprehensiveness over the
Qur’an itself. What is the theological logic of using a sacred predecessor’s terminology to
assert transcendence over that predecessor?

4. Baha’u’llah declares that intercession on behalf of the oppressed against oppressors is among
the “most mighty of deeds.” How does this connect to the prophetic tradition of prophetic
intercession (shafa’a) in Islam, the Christian theology of intercessory prayer, and modern
human rights advocacy?

5. The passage ends with a prayer that Baha'u’llah prays on behalf of the community rather
than for himself. What does the posture of a Manifestation praying for His community’s
moral formation reveal about the nature of divine-human relations in this Dispensation?
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Gratitude to the Russian State: A Theology of Political Benefac-
tion

Key Passages

O people of Baha! The sun of justice was indeed concealed and veiled beneath the
clouds of oppression, but God hath assisted His Majesty the illustrious Russian State
to cause its shining forth and appearance.. All the friends must, from this Thursday,
the 2nd of Jamadiyu’th-Thani 1307, until the endless end, recognize the worth of the
benevolence of the illustrious State — may God assist it — and arise to do that which
beseemeth this justice. — BH11735

Those souls who, without any veil or covering, supported and assisted justice, and aided
and delivered this imprisoned Wronged One from the dark pit through the strong cord
of equity, are deserving of a mighty recompense from God — exalted be His glory
and universal be His bounty. The Wronged One testifieth that they are the ones who
aided the servants of God and secured the rights of the oppressed from every obstinate
Oppressor. — BH11735

Context for Study

BH11735 is among the most politically specific tablets in this collection: a formal acknowledgment,
dated with precision (2nd of Jumada al-Thani 1307), of the Russian government’s role in protect-
ing Baha'u’llah and in securing the rights of believers persecuted in Iran. The Russian minister
in Tehran had, at an earlier period, intervened to prevent more severe persecution, and the Rus-
sian government’s protection of the Baha’i community in Ishqabad had allowed that community to
flourish. Baha'u’llah’s response to this political benefaction is not merely courteous but theologi-
cally grounded: the Russian state has been an instrument of divine justice, and the community is
commanded to maintain gratitude for this “until the endless end.” This tablet invites comparison
with Paul’s injunction to respect governing authorities as God’s “servants for good” (Romans 13:4),
with the Jewish tradition of praying for the welfare of the government (Jeremiah 29:7, Avot 3:2),
and with the Islamic principle of justice (‘adl) as a divine attribute that can be manifested through
secular rulers. What is distinctive in Baha’u’llah’s treatment is the directness and the specificity:
He names the Russian state by name, dates the occasion, and makes the recognition a permanent
communal obligation. The theology embedded in this specificity is significant: divine justice oper-
ates not only through revealed scripture but through the decisions of political actors who choose
equity over expediency.

Questions for Reflection

1. Baha'u’llah makes gratitude to the Russian state a permanent communal obligation. What
are the theological conditions under which a political act can be recognized as an instrument
of divine justice, and what criteria distinguish genuine justice from politically convenient
“justice”?
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2. This tablet was written during the period of significant Russian imperial expansion in Central
Asia. How should Baha'’i readers today handle the historical complexity of the Russian Empire
as simultaneously a protector of a religious minority and an oppressive colonial power?

3. The tablet frames political protection as “delivering the imprisoned Wronged One from the
dark pit” How does this language of sacred imprisonment and deliverance connect to the
Baha’i hagiographic tradition, and to biblical narratives of Joseph in the pit (Genesis 37) and
Daniel in the den?

4. Baha’u’llah prays that God assist the Russian sovereign “to deliver the oppressed through the
arms of justice and equity.” This prayer for a secular ruler’s moral formation suggests that po-
litical actors can be the recipients of divine guidance. How does this compare with the Hebrew
prophets’ addresses to foreign kings (Isaiah 45 on Cyrus, Jeremiah on Nebuchadnezzar)?

5. How does this tablet’s positive assessment of a specific state compare with the general caution
toward state power elsewhere in Baha’u’llah’s writings? Is there a tension between the two,
and if so, how might it be resolved?

The Consolation of the Holy Family: Ziyarat for Zahra Bagum

Key Passages

O leaves of My Tree! Upon you be the Glory of God, the Lord of the worlds. O fruits
of My Tree of loving-kindness! Upon you be the Light of God... Although this supreme
affliction hath befallen you, yet since its source and return are from God and unto God,
there is no harm in it. We beseech God — exalted be His glory — to transform the fire
of sorrow into the light of joy. — BHO01419

Know with absolute certitude that a station hath been ordained for you, whereof were
a needle’s eye worth to be unveiled, all the world would turn from what they possess
unto what God possesseth, and would circle round it. The oppressors and heedless ones
of the world imagine they can frustrate the Cause, but that which appeareth hath been
and shall be the cause of the exaltation of the Word. — BHO01419

O first light that shone forth from the horizon of the heaven of the loving-kindness of the
Lord of all beings... I testify that thou didst hear the Call in the earliest days and didst

turn to God... Thou art she whom neither the derision of the wicked nor the doubts of
the perfidious deterred. — BHO01419

Context for Study

The Ziyarat-Namiy-i-Zahra Bagum (Tablet of Visitation for Zahra Bagum) is one of the most inti-
mate documents in the late corpus, addressed to bereaved women of the Bab’s extended family who
had suffered separation, loss, and social humiliation as a consequence of their association with the
Baha’i Faith. Baha'u’llah’s response moves through three registers: personal consolation (trans-
forming fire into light), cosmic assurance (the hidden station surpasses all worldly understanding),

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 190



Vol. 94: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1307 A.H. (1889-1890) part II Appendix

and prophetic witness (testimony to the specific spiritual heroism of two named women who had
held their faith in the face of derision and doubt). The form of the visitation tablet — ziyarat-nama
— is traditionally used for visits to the shrines of the Imams and holy figures; by adapting it for
living women of the Holy Family, Baha’u’llah effectively canonizes their lives as spiritually signif-
icant in the same way that martyrdom was understood to be significant in earlier Shi’i tradition.
The image of women as “leaves of My Tree” and “first lights shining from the horizon” inverts the
usual gendered hierarchies of religious authority: here it is women who are named as among the
first and most steadfast, and their witness is inscribed in a formal tablet that carries all the weight
of the Manifestation’s recognition. This is not incidental praise but a theological statement about
who constitutes the core of the sacred community.

Questions for Reflection

1. The Ziyarat-Namiy-i- Zahra Bagum adapts a form traditionally reserved for visits to the tombs
of the Imams and applies it to living women of the Holy Family. What is the theological
significance of applying this form to the living rather than the dead, and what does it imply
about the nature of sainthood in this Dispensation?

2. Baha’u’llah says that the hidden station of the women is so great that if “a needle’s eye
worth” of it were revealed, the whole world would abandon what it possesses and circle
round it. This hyperbolic claim is a standard mystical formula, but here it is applied to
specific named women. What does this application suggest about the spiritual economy of
this Revelation?

3. Compare the testimony to these women’s steadfastness with the New Testament accounts of
the women at the tomb (Matthew 28, John 20) and Mary Magdalene as the first witness of
the Resurrection. What structural parallels exist between women as primary witnesses in
moments of crisis, and what do these parallels suggest about gender and spiritual authority?

4. The tablet frames the women’s afflictions as having their “source and return in God,” implying
a theodicy in which suffering is not meaningless but cosmologically ordered. What are the
spiritual and psychological conditions under which this kind of consolation is helpful rather
than harmful?

5. How does the Ziyarat-Namiy-i-Zahra Bagum function alongside the declaration in volume 90
that “the handmaidens of God are accounted as men”? Do they represent the same teaching,
or do they complement each other by operating at different levels?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

Volume 94 presents three distinct registers of Baha’u’llah’s late ministry — political theology,
pastoral consolation, and spiritual strategy — but they are united by a single underlying conviction:
that the divine order operates through modes invisible to those whose vision is limited to worldly
power. The Russian state’s intervention, the hidden station of bereaved women, and the victory
achieved through patience rather than violence are all expressions of this single conviction. The
world judges by appearance; Baha’u’llah writes from within a knowledge that appearance conceals
a far deeper and more consequential reality.
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A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: How does the recognition that suf-
fering, patience, and steadfastness constitute forms of power greater than any earthly
army transform the believer’s understanding of their own situation in a hostile world
— and what disciplines of perception are required to maintain this understanding when
the evidence of the senses points relentlessly in the other direction?
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