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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 99

This first volume of the 1890-1892 tablets is dominated by the mature public ethic of Baha’u’llah’s
late ministry: the transmutation of a persecuted religious community into an agent of social concord,
moral renewal, and global order. Its centerpiece is unmistakably BH00238 (Lawh-i-Dunya), which
gathers together, in concentrated form, many of Baha’u’llah’s best-known social teachings and
presents them not as abstractions but as the practical consequences of revelation for an age of
disorder. Here one finds the call to renounce self in favor of the good of the whole human race; the
insistence that the advancement of the world depends upon “pure and holy deeds” and “a virtuous
life”; the command to consort with the followers of all religions in friendliness and fellowship; the
repudiation of strife and contention; the exaltation of courtesy; and the principles of the Lesser
Peace, a universal auxiliary language, universal education, and the central importance of agriculture.
The tablet is also notable for the way it binds these social prescriptions to a wider theology of world
renewal: revelation has unlocked the “doors of men’s hearts,” blotted out causes of discord, and
set humanity on a new world-embracing trajectory. In that respect, BH00238 functions almost as
a late summation of Baha’u’llah’s constructive vision for civilization.

Around this central text cluster several tablets that reveal the concrete administrative and social
pressures under which the late community was living. BH00309 is particularly valuable for the light
it sheds on a financial crisis affecting a prominent family and on Baha’u’llah’s practical guidance
in matters of debt, consultation, liquidation of assets, and trustworthiness. Its details—debts in
Beirut and Istanbul, proposed journeys to India, the sale of property in Haifa and Ishqabad, and
repeated admonitions to act with justice and candor—make it a vivid document of the commu-
nity’s material vulnerabilities and of the moral discipline expected in commercial affairs. BH00860
complements this by exposing the atmosphere of slander, intrigue, and false accusation surround-
ing certain individuals in Istanbul, while stressing patience, truthfulness, fairness, and recourse to
lawful authority. Together these tablets show that the late Akka writings are not only visionary
and universal, but also deeply engaged with the practical management of crisis in an embattled
transregional community.

A further noteworthy feature of the volume is its continued engagement with internal opposition
and questions of authority. BH00131 stands out as a substantial counter to Azali polemic, directed
especially against the claims and insinuations of Hadi, son of Mirza Yahya. Its importance lies not
merely in its refutation of rival narratives, but in the positive clarification it offers: Baha’u’llah
explicitly dissociates Himself from the conventional categories of successor, deputy, trustee, or
Imam, and instead presents His mission as the purification of religion from inherited falsehood
and the rehabilitation of the fortunes of humankind. This makes the tablet especially important
for understanding how Baha’u’llah, near the end of His life, framed both His own station and the
difference between His cause and sectarian patterns inherited from the past. A related but distinct
note appears in BH01124, which is notable for its favorable remarks about Sultan Abdu’l-Hamid
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II, praised here for justice, consultation, and concern for the oppressed—a historically suggestive
feature in the late corpus. Taken together, these texts show a volume poised between universal
proclamation and immediate circumstance: it reiterates the broad social and ethical program of the
Baha’i revelation while also preserving valuable evidence for the political, economic, and sectarian
realities of Baha'u’llah’s final years in Akka.
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BH00238

BHO00238

Lawh-i-Dunya (Tablet of the World)

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (known
as Aqa Mirza Aqa Nurud-Din)

Date: 1308 ? [1890-1891]

In My Name, calling aloud in the Kingdom of Utterance

Praise and thanksgiving beseem the Lord of manifest dominion
Who hath adorned the mighty prison with the presence of their
honours ‘Ali Akbar and Amin, and hath illumined it with the
light of certitude, constancy and assurance. The glory of God
and the glory of all that are in the heavens and on the earth
be upon them.

Light and glory, greeting and praise be upon the Hands of
His Cause, through whom the light of fortitude hath shone
forth and the truth hath been established that the authority
to choose rests with God, the Powerful, the Mighty, the Un-
constrained, through whom the ocean of bounty hath surged
and the fragrance of the gracious favours of God, the Lord of
mankind, hath been diffused.

We beseech Him - Exalted is He - to shield them through the
power of His hosts, to protect them through the potency of His
dominion and to aid them through His indomitable strength
which prevaileth over all created things. Sovereignty is God’s,
the Creator of the heavens and the Lord of the Kingdom of
Names.

The Great Announcement proclaimeth: O people of Persial
In former times ye have been the symbols of mercy and the
embodiments of affection and kindliness. The regions of the
world were illumined and embellished by the brightness of the
light of your knowledge and by the blaze of your erudition.
How is it that you have arisen to destroy yourselves and your
friends with your own hands?

O Afnan, O thou that has branched from Mine ancient Stock!
My glory and My loving-kindness rest upon thee. How vast is
the tabernacle of the Cause of God! It hath overshadowed all
the peoples and kindreds of the earth, and will, ere long, gather
together the whole of mankind beneath its shelter. Thy day
of service is now come. Countless Tablets bear the testimony
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BH00238

of the bounties vouchsafed unto thee. Arise for the triumph
of My Cause, and, through the power of thine utterance, sub-
due the hearts of men. Thou must show forth that which will
ensure the peace and the well-being of the miserable and the
downtrodden. Gird up the loins of thine endeavour, that per-
chance thou mayest release the captive from his chains, and
enable him to attain unto true liberty.

Justice is, in this day, bewailing its plight, and Equity groaneth
beneath the yoke of oppression. The thick clouds of tyranny
have darkened the face of the earth, and enveloped its peo-
ples. Through the movement of Our Pen of glory We have,
at the bidding of the omnipotent Ordainer, breathed a new
life into every human frame, and instilled into every word a
fresh potency. All created things proclaim the evidences of
this world-wide regeneration. This is the most great, the most
joyful tidings imparted by the Pen of this Wronged One to
mankind. Wherefore fear ye, O My well-beloved ones? Who is
it that can dismay you? A touch of moisture sufficeth to dis-
solve the hardened clay out of which this perverse generation
is moulded. The mere act of your gathering together is enough
to scatter the forces of these vain and worthless people.

Strife and conflict befit the beasts of the wild. It was through
the grace of God and with the aid of seemly words and praise-
worthy deeds that the unsheathed swords of the Babi com-
munity were returned to their scabbards. Indeed through the
power of good words, the righteous have always succeeded in
winning command over the meads of the hearts of men. Say,
O ye loved ones! Do not forsake prudence. Incline your hearts
to the counsels given by the Most Exalted Pen and beware
lest your hands or tongues cause harm unto anyone among
mankind.

Referring to the land of Ta (Tihran) We have revealed in the
Kitab-i-Aqdas that which will admonish mankind. They that
perpetrate tyranny in the world have usurped the rights of the
peoples and kindreds of the earth and are sedulously pursuing
their selfish inclinations. The tyrant of the land of Ya (Yazd),
committed that which hath caused the Concourse on High to
shed tears of blood.

O thou who hast quaffed from the wine of Mine utterance
and hast fixed thy gaze upon the horizon of My Revelation!
How strange that the people of Persia, who were unrivalled
in sciences and arts, should have sunk to the lowest level of
degradation among the kindreds of the earth. O people! In
this blessed, this glorious Day, deprive not yourselves of the
liberal effusions of bounty which the Lord of abounding grace
hath vouchsafed unto you. In this Day showers of wisdom and
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BH00238

utterance are pouring down from the clouds of divine mercy.
Well is it with them who judge His Cause with fairness, and
woe betide the unjust.

Every man of insight will, in this day, readily admit that the
counsels which the Pen of this Wronged One hath revealed
constitute the supreme animating power for the advancement
of the world and the exaltation of its peoples. Arise, O people,
and, by the power of God’s might, resolve to gain the victory
over your own selves, that haply the whole earth may be freed
and sanctified from its servitude to the gods of its idle fancies
- gods that have inflicted such loss upon, and are responsible
for the misery of their wretched worshippers. These idols form
the obstacle that impedeth man in his efforts to advance in
the path of perfection. We cherish the hope that the Hand of
divine power may lend its assistance to mankind and deliver it
from its state of grievous abasement.

In one of the Tablets these words have been revealed: O people
of God! Do not busy yourselves in your own concerns; let your
thoughts be fixed upon that which will rehabilitate the fortunes
of mankind and sanctify the hearts and souls of men. This can
best be achieved through pure and holy deeds, through a vir-
tuous life and a goodly behaviour. Valiant acts will ensure the
triumph of this Cause, and a saintly character will reinforce its
power. Cleave unto righteousness, O people of Baha! This, ver-
ily, is the commandment which this Wronged One hath given
unto you, and the first choice of His unrestrained Will for every
one of you.

O friends! It behoveth you to refresh and revive your souls
through the gracious favours which in this Divine, this soul-
stirring Springtime are being showered upon you. The Day-
Star of His great glory hath shed its radiance upon you, and
the clouds of His limitless grace have overshadowed you. How
high the reward of him that hath not deprived himself of so
great a bounty, nor failed to recognize the beauty of his Best-
Beloved in this, His new attire. Watch over yourselves, for the
Evil One is lying in wait, ready to entrap you. Gird yourselves
against his wicked devices, and, led by the light of the name
of the All-Seeing God, make your escape from the darkness
that surroundeth you. Let your vision be world-embracing,
rather than confined to your own self. The Evil One is he that
hindereth the rise and obstructeth the spiritual progress of the
children of men.

It is incumbent upon every man, in this Day, to hold fast unto
whatsoever will promote the interests, and exalt the station,
of all nations and just governments. Through each and ev-
ery one of the verses which the Pen of the Most High hath
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revealed, the doors of love and unity have been unlocked and
flung open to the face of men. We have erewhile declared -
and Our Word is the truth -: ‘Consort with the followers of all
religions in a spirit of friendliness and fellowship. Whatsoever
hath led the children of men to shun one another, and hath
caused dissensions and divisions amongst them, hath, through
the revelation these words, been nullified and abolished. From
the heaven of God’s Will, and for the purpose of ennobling the
world of being and of elevating the minds and souls of men,
hath been sent down that which is the most effective instru-
ment for the education of the whole human race. The highest
essence and most perfect expression of whatsoever the peoples
of old have either said or written hath, through this most po-
tent Revelation, been sent down from the heaven of the Will of
the All-Possessing, the Ever-Abiding God. Of old it hath been
revealed: ‘Love of one’s country is an element of the Faith of
God. The Tongue of Grandeur hath, however, in the day of
His manifestation proclaimed: ‘It is not his to boast who loveth
his country, but it is his who loveth the world.! Through the
power released by these exalted words He hath lent a fresh
impulse and set a new direction to the birds of men’s hearts,
and hath obliterated every trace of restriction and limitation
from God’s holy Book. This Wronged One hath forbidden the
people of God to engage in contention or conflict and hath
exhorted them to righteous deeds and praiseworthy character.
In this day the hosts that can ensure the victory of the Cause
are those of goodly conduct and saintly character. Blessed are
they who firmly adhere unto them and woe betide such as turn
away therefrom. O people of God! I admonish you to observe
courtesy, for above all else it is the prince of virtues. Well is
it with him who is illumined with the light of courtesy and is
attired with the vesture of uprightness. Whoso is endued with
courtesy hath indeed attained a sublime station. It is hoped
that this Wronged One and everyone else may be enabled to
acquire it, hold fast unto it, observe it, and fix our gaze upon
it. This is a binding command which hath streamed forth from
the Pen of the Most Great Name.

This day when the gems of constancy that lie hid in the mine
of men’s inner selves should be made manifest. O people of
Justice! Be as brilliant as the light and as splendid as the fire
that blazed in the Burning Bush. The brightness of the fire of
your love will no doubt fuse and unify the contending peoples
and kindreds of the earth, whilst the fierceness of the flame of
enmity and hatred cannot but result in strife and ruin. We
beseech God that He may shield His creatures from the evil
designs of His enemies. He verily hath power over all things.
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All praise be to the one true God - exalted be His glory - inas-
much as He hath, through the Pen of the Most High, unlocked
the doors of men’s hearts. Every verse which this Pen hath re-
vealed is a bright and shining portal that discloseth the glories
of a saintly and pious life, of pure and stainless deeds. The sum-
mons and the message which We gave were never intended to
reach or to benefit one land or one people only. Mankind in its
entirety must firmly adhere to whatsoever hath been revealed
and vouchsafed unto it. Then and only then will it attain unto
true liberty.

The whole earth is illuminated with the resplendent glory of
God’s Revelation. In the year sixty He Who heralded the light
of Divine Guidance - may all creation be a sacrifice unto Him
- arose to announce a fresh revelation of the Divine Spirit, and
was followed, twenty years later, by Him through Whose com-
ing the world was made the recipient of this promised glory,
this wondrous favour. Behold how the generality of mankind
hath been endued with the capacity to hearken unto God’s
most exalted Word - the Word upon which must depend the
gathering together and spiritual resurrection of all men.

Whilst in the Prison of ‘Akka, We revealed in the Crimson
Book that which is conducive to the advancement of mankind
and to the reconstruction of the world. The utterances set
forth therein by the Pen of the Lord of creation include the
following which constitute the fundamental principles for the
administration of the affairs of men:

First: It is incumbent upon the ministers of the House of Jus-
tice to promote the Lesser Peace so that the people of the
earth may be relieved from the burden of exorbitant expen-
ditures. This matter is imperative and absolutely essential,
inasmuch as hostilities and conflict lie at the root of affliction
and calamity.

Second: Languages must be reduced to one common language
to be taught in all the schools of the world.

Third: It behoveth man to adhere tenaciously unto that which
will promote fellowship, kindliness and unity.

Fourth: Everyone, whether man or woman, should hand over
to a trusted person a portion of what he or she earneth through
trade, agriculture or other occupation, for the training and
education of children, to be spent for this purpose with the
knowledge of the Trustees of the House of Justice.

Fifth: Special regard must be paid to agriculture. Although
it hath been mentioned in the fifth place, unquestionably it
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precedeth the others. Agriculture is highly developed in for-
eign lands, however in Persia it hath so far been grievously
neglected. It is hoped that His Majesty the Shah — may God
assist him by His grace — will turn his attention to this vital
and important matter.

Were men to strictly observe that which the Pen of the Most
High hath revealed in the Crimson Book, they could then well
afford to dispense with the regulations which prevail in the
world. Certain exhortations have repeatedly streamed forth
from the Pen of the Most High that perchance the manifesta-
tions of power and the dawning-places of might may, sometime,
be enabled to enforce them. Indeed, were sincere seekers to be
found, every emanation of God’s pervasive and irresistible Will
would, for the sake of His love, be revealed. But where are to
be found earnest seekers and inquiring minds? Whither are
gone the equitable and the fair-minded? At present no day
passeth without the fire of a fresh tyranny blazing fiercely, or
the sword of a new aggression being unsheathed. Gracious
God! The great and the noble in Persia glory in acts of such
savagery that one is lost in amazement at the tales thereof.

5 Day and night this Wronged One yieldeth thanks and praise

unto the Lord of men, for it is witnessed that the words of
counsel and exhortation We uttered have proved effective and
that this people hath evinced such character and conduct as
are acceptable in Our sight. This is affirmed by virtue of the
event which hath truly cheered the eye of the world, and is
none other than the intercession of the friends with the high
authorities in favour of their enemies. Indeed one’s righteous
deeds testify to the truth of one’s words. We cherish the hope
that men of piety may illumine the world through the radiant
light of their conduct, and We entreat the Almighty — glorified
and exalted is He — to grant that everyone may in this Day
remain steadfast in His love and stand firm in His Cause. He
is, in truth, the Protector of those who are wholly devoted to
Him and observe His precepts.

O people of God! Countless are the realms which Our Pen of
Glory hath revealed and manifold the eyes to which it hath
imparted true enlightenment. Yet most of the people in Persia
continue to be deprived of the benefits of profitable counsels
and remain sorely lacking in useful sciences and arts. Formerly
these sublime words were especially revealed by the Pen of
Glory in honour of one of the faithful, that perchance those
that have gone astray may embrace the Truth and become
acquainted with the subtleties of the Law of God.
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 The unbelievers and the faithless have set their minds on four

things: first, the shedding of blood; second, the burning of
books; third, the shunning of the followers of other religions;
fourth, the extermination of other communities and groups.
Now however, through the strengthening grace and potency
of the Word of God these four barriers have been demolished,
these clear injunctions have been obliterated from the Tablet
and brutal dispositions have been transmuted into spiritual
attributes. Exalted is His purpose; glorified is His power; mag-
nified is His dominion!

Now let us beseech God - praised be His glory - to graciously
guide aright the followers of the Shi’ih sect and to purge them
of unseemly conduct. From the lips of the members of this
sect foul imprecations fall unceasingly, while they invoke the
word ‘Mal’un’ (accursed) - uttered with a guttural sound of
the letter ‘ayn - as their daily relish.

O God my God! Thou hearest the sighing of Him Who is Thy
Light (Baha), hearkenest unto His lamentations in the daytime
and in the night season and knowest that He desireth naught
for Himself but rather seeketh to sanctify the souls of Thy
servants and to deliver them from the fire with which they are
beset at all times. O Lord! The hands of Thy well-favoured
servants are raised towards the heaven of Thy bounty and those
of Thy sincere lovers are lifted up to the sublime heights of Thy
generosity. Disappoint them not, I entreat Thee, in that which
they seek from the ocean of Thy favour and from the heaven
of Thy grace and the day-star of Thy bounty. Aid them, O
Lord, to acquire such virtues as will exalt their stations among
the peoples of the world. Verily Thou art the Powerful, the
Mighty, the Most Generous.

O people of God! Give ear unto that which, if heeded, will
ensure the freedom, well-being, tranquillity, exaltation and ad-
vancement of all men. Certain laws and principles are neces-
sary and indispensable for Persia. However, it is fitting that
these measures should be adopted in conformity with the con-
sidered views of His Majesty - may God aid him through His
grace - and of the learned divines and of the high-ranking rulers.
Subject to their approval a place should be fixed where they
would meet. There they should hold fast to the cord of consul-
tation and adopt and enforce that which is conducive to the
security, prosperity, wealth and tranquillity of the people. For
were any measure other than this to be adopted, it could not
but result in chaos and commotion.

According to the fundamental laws which We have formerly
revealed in the Kitab-i-Aqdas and other Tablets, all affairs
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are committed to the care of just kings and presidents and
of the Trustees of the House of Justice. Having pondered on
that which We have enunciated, every man of equity and dis-
cernment will readily perceive, with his inner and outer eyes,
the splendours of the day-star of justice which radiate there-
from. The system of government which the British people have
adopted in London appeareth to be good, for it is adorned with
the light of both kingship and of the consultation of the people.

In formulating the principles and laws a part hath been de-
voted to penalties which form an effective instrument for the
security and protection of men. However, dread of the penal-
ties maketh people desist only outwardly from committing vile
and contemptible deeds, while that which guardeth and re-
straineth man both outwardly and inwardly hath been and
still is the fear of God. It is man’s true protector and his spiri-
tual guardian. It behoveth him to cleave tenaciously unto that
which will lead to the appearance of this supreme bounty. Well
is it with him who giveth ear unto whatsoever My Pen of Glory
hath proclaimed and observeth that whereunto he is bidden by
the Ordainer, the Ancient of Days.

Incline your hearts, O people of God, unto the counsels of
your true, your incomparable Friend. The Word of God may
be likened unto a sapling, whose roots have been implanted
in the hearts of men. It is incumbent upon you to foster its
growth through the living waters of wisdom, of sanctified and
holy words, so that its root may become firmly fixed and its
branches may spread out as high as the heavens and beyond.

O people of the world! Among the bounties of this Most Great
Revelation is this: that whatsoever is the cause of dissension,
corruption, and discord We have blotted out from the Book,
and whatsoever is the source of fellowship, unity, and concord
We have inscribed therein. Bliss be unto them that act accord-

ingly.

Time and again have We enjoined, and still do enjoin, the
friends to shun whatever yieldeth the odor of corruption—nay
rather, to flee therefrom. The world is in travail, and the
thoughts of men are diverse. We beseech God to adorn them
with the light of His justice and to make known unto them that
which shall profit them under all conditions. Verily, He is the
Self-Sufficing, the Most Exalted.

; Heretofore We uttered this most exalted word: Those souls

who are related to this Wronged One must, in the hour of be-
stowal and bounty, be as the raining cloud, and in restraining
the insistent self be as a blazing flame. Praised be God! In
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these days there hath appeared that which is a cause of as-
tonishment. As hath been heard, a certain person entered the
seat of sovereignty in Iran and, by his own design, brought a
number of eminent men under his sway. In truth, this is a sta-
tion for lamentation and woe. What hath come to pass that
the manifestations of supreme glory have chosen for themselves
utter abasement? Whither hath constancy fled? Where is self-
respect gone? The sun of greatness and wisdom hath ever
dawned and shone from the horizon of the heaven of Iran; yet
now matters have declined to such a degree that some among
its men have made themselves the playthings of the ignorant.

That same person hath written concerning this community, in
the newspapers of Egypt and in the encyclopaedia of Beirut,
that which caused the possessors of knowledge and learning
to marvel. Thereafter he repaired unto Paris and printed a
journal entitled ‘Urvatu’l-Vuthqga, which he sent unto the re-
gions of the world and also forwarded to the prison of ‘Akka,
thereby making a show of affection, though his purpose was
but to make amends for what had gone before. Be that as
it may, this Wronged One chose silence concerning him. We
beseech God to protect him and to illumine him with the light
of justice and fairness. Unto Him it belongeth to speak.

O God, my God! Thou seest me standing before the door of
Thy forgiveness and benevolence, turning my gaze toward the
horizon of Thy bountiful favors and manifold blessings. I beg
of Thee by Thy sweet accents and by the shrill voice of Thy
Pen, O Lord of all mankind, to graciously aid Thy servants as
it befitteth Thy days and beseemeth the glory of Thy manifes-
tation and Thy majesty. Verily potent art Thou to do what
Thou willest. All they that dwell in the heavens and on the
earth bear witness to Thy power and Thy might, to Thy glory
and Thy bounty. Praise be to Thee, O Lord of the worlds and
the Well-Beloved of the hearts of all such as have recognized
Thee.

Thou seest, O my God, the essence of poverty seeking the ocean
of Thy wealth and the substance of transgression looking to-
ward the heaven of Thy forgiveness and tender mercy. Grant
Thou, O my God, that which beseemeth Thy great glory and
befitteth the loftiness of Thy boundless grace. Thou art in
truth the All-Bountiful, the Lord of grace abounding, the Or-
dainer, the All-Wise. No God is there but Thee, the Most
Powerful, the All-Compelling, the Almighty.

O people of God! In this day everyone should fix his eyes upon
the horizon of these blessed words: ‘Alone and unaided He
doeth whatsoever He pleaseth! Whoso attaineth this station
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hath verily attained the light of the essential unity of God
and is enlightened thereby, while all others are reckoned in
the Book of God among the followers of idle fancy and vain
imagination. Incline your ears to the Voice of this Wronged
One and safeguard the integrity of your stations. It is highly
necessary and imperative that everyone should observe this
matter.

Unveiled and unconcealed, this Wronged One hath, at all times,
proclaimed before the face of all the peoples of the world that
which will serve as the key for unlocking the doors of sciences,
of arts, of knowledge, of well-being, of prosperity and wealth.
Neither have the wrongs inflicted by the oppressors succeeded
in silencing the shrill voice of the Most Exalted Pen, nor have
the doubts of the perverse or of the seditious been able to
hinder Him from revealing the Most Sublime Word. I earnestly
beseech God that He may protect and purge the people of Baha
from the idle fancies and corrupt imaginings of the followers of
the former Faith.

O people of God! Righteous men of learning who dedicate
themselves to the guidance of others and are freed and well
guarded from the promptings of a base and covetous nature are,
in the sight of Him Who is the Desire of the world, stars of the
heaven of true knowledge. It is essential to treat them with def-
erence. They are indeed fountains of soft-flowing water, stars
that shine resplendent, fruits of the blessed Tree, exponents
of celestial power, and oceans of heavenly wisdom. Happy is
he that followeth them. Verily such a soul is numbered in the
Book of God, the Lord of the mighty Throne, among those
with whom it shall be well. The glory which proceedeth from
God, the Lord of the Throne on High and of the earth below,
rest upon you, O people of Baha, O ye the companions of the
Crimson Ark, and upon such as have inclined their ears to
your sweet voices and have observed that whereunto they are
bidden in this mighty and wondrous Tablet.
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To: Haji Mirza Muhammad Ali Afnan, in Bombay
Date: 1308-01-06 [1890-Aug-22]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord

Tremors have seized the tribes, and turmoil hath encompassed
the dwellers of earth, save whom God hath willed. That which
hath appeared hath transcended the power of comprehension.
Conjecture hath no path to what hath been manifested, and
fancy hath no movement in this arena for Persia. Glorified be
the All-Bountiful, the Possessor of Great Grace! The King of
Names hath astounded the manifestations of might and wealth,
and realms which their men had imagined to be free from de-
cline now show evident cracks. Indeed, the fair-minded and
discerning are increasingly amazed, for the outward causes in
no way correspond to what hath transpired. Praise be to God
Who hath appeared and made manifest His Cause, and made
all things speak according to His Will, despite every heedless
doubter.

May the light that shineth and blazeth from the heaven of
bounty and generosity be upon the Afnans of the Divine Lote-
Tree and its loved ones, whom neither clamor nor that which
hath appeared in the realm of creation hath frightened. The
lights are astounded by their radiance, all who are steadfast by
their steadfastness, and all who are influential by their influ-
ence. These are they who see death in His love as a gateway
to His mercy, and martyrdom in His path as a crown that tel-
leth of His glory and sovereignty. It is naught but the door to
rest and tranquility from the All-Merciful. Blessed is he who
pondereth upon it and upon the mysteries deposited therein.

Glory be unto Thee, O my God! Thou seest the Afnans of Thy
Lote-Tree amidst the enemies of Thy Self and the wolves of Thy
earth, who desire naught in the kingdom but to extinguish the
light of Thy Cause and quench the fire of Thy love. I beseech
Thee, O Educator of the world and Goal of the nations, by Thy
Most Great Name and by the Manifestations of Thy supreme
Word, through whom Thou hast adorned Thy cities and lands,
to protect him who hath acknowledged Thy manifestation and
appearance, then guard him from the oppression of those who
have violated Thy covenant and denied Thy signs. O Lord!
I beseech Thee by the Word whereby hearts and minds were
attracted, to protect the lamps of Thy guidance from the vi-
olent winds. Verily, Thou art the Revealer of verses and the
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Lord of names and attributes. There is no God but Thee, the
Almighty, the All-Bountiful.

5 May my spirit be a sacrifice for your steadfastness, your con-

stancy, and your utterance. The two exalted letters, each of
which truly shineth as a lamp, have illumined the heart and
pillars, and brought to remembrance the days of presence and
meeting. Their mention is the cause of remembrance, and
their reading the cause of awakening. From each word the fra-
grance of the detached ones wafteth. The servant beseecheth
his Lord to raise your honor for the exaltation of His Cause
and the elevation of His Word. Verily, He is the Most Power-
ful of the powerful ones. And after the recitation, reading, and
contemplation, having aimed for the supreme height, it was
presented before the countenance of Him Who conversed on
Sinai and was blessed with the honor of His attention. There-
upon the ocean of grace and bounty surged, and He revealed
that whereby the realities of all things were attracted. His
word, exalted be His glory:

In My Name, the Manifest, the Speaker before the faces of the
world

The fire of oppression and tyranny has been kindled, and every
treacherous one has arisen with lies and calumnies, consumed
by the fire of greed and passion—a recompense for his deeds
in this worldly life. We beseech God to illumine all regions
and to ordain for His servants that which will draw them nigh
unto Him and guide them to His straight path. They have de-
nied God and His signs, and have rejected what hath appeared
from Him. Thus have their souls enticed them. God will soon
seize them as He seized those before them. Verily, He is the
One Who hath power over whatsoever He willeth through His
mighty and wise command.

Glory be to God! Although it hath become clear and evident
to all, the rejected souls inflamed with the fire of tyranny and
wickedness have not yet awakened. However, to those endowed
with vision and those who possess the Most Sublime Vision,
good deeds are clearly distinguished from evil ones. They have
committed that which hath no parallel in the world. In all
circumstances, We have commanded the loved ones of God to
patience and tranquility, lest there occur that which is contrary
to what hath been ordained, both aforetime and hereafter. We
have sent down the verses and manifested the clear proofs, and
have commanded all to that which will exalt them and adorn
them among the servants—yet they have wrought that which
causeth every just and discerning one to lament. Greed hath
taken hold of their reins, and they have devoured the wealth of
the people. We testify that they have cast behind them that
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which was sent down from the heaven of God’s Will, the Lord of
creation, and have taken that which their passions commanded
them. They are indeed in darkness and error.

Although they witness at all times the evanescence of the world
and its variations and passing away, they have clung to deeds
and actions from which even Satan would shrink. Today the
verses have encompassed all regions, and the rivers of wisdom
and utterance flow and are visible before all faces, and the
Sun of Truth shineth resplendent above all heads. Yet this
hath had no effect upon the manifestations of turning away
and the dawning-places of heedlessness. However, whatsoever
hath been revealed in the Tablets from the Pen of God hath all
come to pass and will continue to do so. There is no doubt in
this: verily these have been sent down from God, the Mighty,
the Glorious, the All-Knowing.

Despite the lack of means and the differences both internal
and external, the Cause of God hath encompassed all, and now
most are observed to be searching and seeking. Soon will God’s
Cause encompass the East and the West of the earth, and there
shall appear that which the All-Merciful hath revealed in the
Qur’an through His words: “The unbeliever shall say, ‘Would
that I were dust!”’ Each day some harm befalleth and some
falsehood becometh manifest, yet since it occurreth in the path
of God, it is beloved and acceptable. Praise be to God!

That honored one is aware that nothing but goodness hath
been shown by the Afnan towards that heedless one. Never-
theless, through the instigation of certain ones, he hath acted
in such a way regarding people’s property that now the peo-
ple of the great city testify to his falsehood, wickedness, and
treachery. We beseech God to make the heedless ones aware
and not to deprive the world of the lights of the Day-Star of
justice and equity. That honored one’s journey at such a time
became a cause of grief. Hidden matters have become evident
and clear. Previously, there was expressed to the Afnan, Aqga
Siyyid Mirza, upon him be the Glory of God, that which was
expedient for the time and conducive to the exaltation of the
Word. Negligence in affairs and the latter matter have caused
delay and suspension in outward occupations. However, that
blessed soul must, under all circumstances, manifest such joy
and gladness as shall cause all to rejoice. Every sorrow that
befalleth is, in the sight of God, one of the keys of His bounty,
mercy, loving-kindness, grace and munificence, whereby the
portals of joy and gladness shall ere long be thrown open.
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We have previously mentioned: O Afnan! Your dominion is
established in the divine Kingdom, not in the earthly soil of
water and clay. All that exists must be placed for sale and
given to the creditors. Now they have accepted this matter,
but had it been done before these matters arose it would have
been more beloved and excellent in the sight of God and men.
All must consult together and act according to what they deem
advisable. We beseech God to assist them, grant them success,
and ordain for them that which will exalt them through His
Name amongst His servants. Verily, He is the All-Bountiful,
the Most Generous.

His Holiness Afnan (A. and H.), upon him be the Glory of God
the Most Glorious, had no desire to travel to the land of Ha.
When the letter from His Holiness Afnan Haji Siyyid Mirza,
upon him be the Glory and Grace of God, arrived, it was sent
to him to consider and act as he deemed appropriate, for it
was known to God that his journey to the land of Ha would
bear no fruit whatsoever. Indeed, these exalted words were
heard from the Blessed Tongue: They said that if his journey
to that land would have borne any fruit, We would certainly
have commanded him to proceed in that direction.

It is strange that His Holiness Afnan Haji Siyyid Mirza still
writes that if Aqa Siyyid Ahmad had gone to India, matters
would not have turned out this way. During those days, some-
one from that land arrived in Beirut and did not speak well
of certain affairs of the honored ones. Even if His Holiness
A. and H., upon him be the Glory of God, had gone to that
region and the accounts were settled, where would the funds
have been found to pay the creditors? In those days, some
understood the details and would not deal with him in trade
at all.

5 Now he must, detached from all else, hold fast to what has

been commanded. Whatever was present in the house was
given without discussion. Among these, the remaining balance
of the late Haji Shaykh, upon him be the Glory and Favor
of God, amounting to six hundred and seven Ottoman liras,
was paid in cash, which included some of his own funds that
he had relinquished. When in the early days of the arrival of
Samandar, upon him be the Glory of God the Most Glorious,
he sent two thousand tumans through the late Haji Shaykh,
upon him be the Glory of God - one thousand tumans in silk
and one thousand in cash - to the Most Holy Court, after being
presented it was not accepted until, considering the distress of
the aforementioned one, they accepted it to remain with him
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for trading purposes. After the loss occurred, the deceased was
commanded to pay his brother’s debt from that amount, and
Samandar also agreed to pay it, though it appears difficult that
he would be able to do so.

And considering the helplessness of His Holiness Afnan Haji
Siyyid Mirza, upon him be the Glory of God the Most Glorious,
who had written in his letter that Shaykh knows this money
was not ours, now what answer shall we give to the creditors?
This matter was settled after the aforementioned payment was
made. Likewise, His Holiness Afnan Aga Siyyid Ahmad, upon
him be the Glory of God the Most Glorious, after proceeding to
the Threshold, received all possible assistance, both apparent
and hidden, and His Holiness Afnan Aga Mirza Muhsin, upon
him be the Glory and Might of God, knows of some matters,
and other affairs have also occurred of which His Holiness may
be aware of some.

The honored Amin, upon him be the Glory of God, also gave
some funds, and he too was instructed not to demand repay-
ment. Divine favor has always been with them, both openly
and secretly, but what emanated from them was not befitting,
and after the arrival of Mirza’s letter, absolutely Jinab-i-A.H.
was not prohibited from proceeding, nor was there an explicit
command given, for it was stated that it has been and would
be fruitless and would yield naught but embarrassment. This
was expressed to his honor Afnan, Haji Siyyid ‘Ali, upon him
be the Glory of God, the Most Glorious, and a firm decree was
issued that you must send an account statement so it would
become clear to all what has entered the storehouse in Beirut,
what has left, and what remains.

What is evident and visible here is that there is a plot of land
acquired in Haifa, whose value has now increased. According
to the command, it must be auctioned and the proceeds given
to settle debts, with everyone’s knowledge. Similarly, there is
a house which, having met with the blessed approval, was pur-
chased, though it is small, being around one hundred liras and
some change. Until now, no ruling has been issued regarding
this matter. Regarding the land, a command was issued to his
honor Afnan to proceed with all haste to ‘Ishqabad for the sale
of properties. I beseech God, exalted be His glory, to moderate
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the negligence and delay of Afnan. Verily, He has power over
all things. And in all circumstances, one must act according
to the command with trustworthiness, religious devotion and
justice. Verily, He aids those who hold fast to trustworthiness
and justice. Indeed, He is the Guardian of those who do good.

In any case, a brief account of each matter has been submit-
ted, as these days are more suited to other mentions and other
utterances. It would be better that I submit that your suppli-
cations were presented before His presence at the designated
times, and in response to each one was revealed that which
no treasure could equal and no mention could fulfill.
instance, these exalted words were revealed from the Source of
verses and the Manifestation of clear proofs. His word, exalted
be His utterance:

In one

O My Afnan! Upon thee be My glory, My loving-kindness and
My mercy. We testify that thou hast been with Me from the
earliest days, and hast attained to the hearing of the Call and
the beholding of the Supreme Horizon, and We have known
from thee what We have known from none else. He is thy
Helper in all conditions. We beseech God to transform your
sorrow into an ocean of joy and delight, and to ordain for you
that which will attract all things. The servant in attendance
here hath recited before Our face what thou didst send regard-
ing the mention of God and His praise, from every word of
which was wafted the fragrance of detachment, trust and sup-
plication. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to open through
thee the doors of goodly things and to raise through thee the
standards of triumph throughout all lands and the banner of
victory amongst the servants. He is, verily, the Lord of creation
and the Omnipotent over whatsoever He willeth.

We make mention of all the Afnans. We hope they will succeed
in acting according to that which hath flowed from the Most
Exalted Pen. When deeds are pure and sanctified, man is
assured and joyous before God and within himself. The pen
cannot adequately describe this station. Your honor is aware
to the extent possible. We beseech Him not to withhold the
rain of His grace, bounty and generosity, nor to deprive His
Afnans. Should a soul be confirmed even slightly and take
one step beyond this world, he will witness what hath been
ordained for those related to Him, namely the Afnans whom
He hath claimed as His own. By the Sun of Truth, all would be
bewildered, nay thunderstruck, at beholding it, except whom
God willeth - their Lord, their Master, their Manifestation and
their Sovereign.
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2 Repeatedly have they mentioned that which hath been

recorded in the inner reality of the world, which no oblitera-
tion can affect nor seizure take hold of. That they have made
mention of his honor the Afnan Nuru’d-Din Hasan, upon him
be the Glory of God, the Most Glorious - after presenting
these supreme words, the obvious is known. As commanded,
they have acted and continue to act in accordance with
wisdom.

They repeatedly mentioned the difficulty and necessity of that
honored one’s migration from Fars, until news arrived of his
arrival in that land. This servant clingeth to the hem of that
honored one’s special favors and beseecheth him to manifest
that which will cause the exaltation of God’s Cause. Verily,
He is powerful over all things. I convey greetings and noth-
ingness to the honored Afnans of that land, upon them be the
Glory of God and His favors, and I beseech from the ocean
of divine generosity that which is the cause of glory and ex-
altation. Nothing escapeth His knowledge. He worketh and
judgeth, and He is the Commander, the All-Knowing.

I make mention of all the friends of God and convey glorifica-
tion, praise and greetings. It is hoped that all will be assisted
to achieve what God loveth and is pleased with. Glory and
remembrance and praise be upon your honor and upon those
who are with you and who love you and who hearken to your
words concerning God’s Great Announcement and His Wise
Remembrance.

The servant 6 Muharram al-Haram 1308

26 As instructed, mention was made of giving money to the

Beloved; yet it is better that the matter remain concealed.
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To: Aqa Azizullah et al., in Istanbul
Date: 1308-01-22 [1890-Sep-7]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the Most
Powerful

Praise be to the Goal of the worlds Who hath manifested in
that land whatsoever distinguisheth those who have turned
towards Him from those who have turned away, the truthful
from the false, the slanderers and corruptors from the reform-
ers. All those corruptions are clear and evident, their source
being from the Island and his disciple who is in that land. Now
that honored friend must ponder who is the guide and who the
guided. I beseech God to make manifest penetrating vision and
to sanctify some eyes from the ophthalmia of self and desire.

O my brother! The path of God is clear and evident from
all else. The turning away souls deem it necessary to lie and
slander, as thou hast witnessed and dost witness. They have
attributed to the Afnan — whose sanctity and purity every fair-
minded one doth testify to — that which all the atoms of cre-
ation bear witness is false. Inform the people — meaning those
souls who were and are in other cities — that perchance they
may become aware and hold fast to righteousness and piety
instead of tyranny and wickedness.

O my God, my Adored One, my Object of worship! Purify Thy
servants from falsehood, doubt, hatred, tyranny and wicked-
ness, that they may turn from what they possess to what Thou
possessest. Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty. O God! Thou
knowest the intentions of the sincere and obedient among Thy
servants. Have mercy and confirm all servants generally in
truthfulness, trustworthiness, sincerity and purity. Thou art
powerful over that which is the cause of salvation for all. Dis-
appoint not those who hope in Thee and deny not those who
seek Thee. Verily Thou art God, the Powerful, the Mighty,
the Praiseworthy.

5 The letter of that spiritual friend arrived. Christ said to His

disciples: “O sheep of God, I wish to send you among wolves.”
Now what hath befallen that spiritual friend is even greater
than that. However, after the presentation of that friend’s
letter before the countenance of the Master, He said: Be not
grieved by what hath befallen thee, and despair not of God’s
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justice. His justice shall ultimately seize the oppressors and
liars, and His grace shall not deprive His loved ones. He is the
Owner of existence and the Sovereign of the seen and unseen.
Speak thou of truth with complete assurance and perfect trust
and resignation, and remain firm and steadfast in setting affairs
aright. Verily He aids every oppressed one, every trustworthy
one, and every truthful one. Hold fast to the cord of His favor
which hath preceded all who are in the heavens and on earth.

O Zaynu’l-‘Abidin! Praise God, glorified be His majesty, that
thou hast become aware of the deeds and actions of the Island.
Behold what his disciple doeth. They have ever been and con-
tinue to be engaged in corruption. Trustworthiness, religion
and truthfulness are as rare as the phoenix among that party,
as thou hast witnessed. Say: O my God, my God! Aid the
slanderers to truthfulness, the oppressors to justice, and the
treacherous to trustworthiness. Verily Thou art powerful over
whatsoever Thou willest through Thy word “Be” and it is.

The honored gentleman, his holiness the Afnan, has arrived
and attained the presence, and will soon return. Concerning
all the persecution inflicted thus far - that is, from those in-
dividuals who received the utmost love and kindness from the
honored Afnans, upon them be the Most Glorious Glory of God
- they showed patience and left it to God. However, praise be to
God, all that was falsely claimed has become clear and evident
to all. By God’s grace, what they have said has become known
to the wise ones and the manifestations of justice. Glory be to
God! They consider their honor to lie in persecuting this com-
munity, for this community has had and has no one but the
Truth. Due to having no helper or supporter from the earliest
days until now, they have endured what none but God knows.
The oppression of this community reached such a point that in
one city, on the word of a single attendant, twenty people were
martyred. In any case, persecuting the oppressed is easy and
unimpeded, but if at any time or moment the sun of justice
should appear or shine forth, the deeds of all will become clear
and evident.

Glory be to God! This servant is greatly astonished that in
that city, not enough just and fair-minded souls can be found
to protect even one oppressed person. Despite the Afnans’
acknowledgment - upon them be God’s peace - of the kind-
ness and love of His Excellency the Iranian Minister (may God
strengthen him), how is it that such matters occur? Someone
wrote from Beirut about a telegram that caused astonishment,
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for the Iranian Consul himself has risen to harm his own subject
and has accused him of theft. What has been observed thus far
is that those souls who reside in these parts have been and are
the most obedient and best subjects of the exalted government
of Iran. However, these matters are proof of their oppression
and the manifestation of the stations of the detached ones.

That spiritual friend should act with justice and fairness in all
conditions, speak with truthfulness, and ask from God what-
ever they hope and long for. We beseech God to assist you and
make you successful, and to make you helpers of His Cause
through compassionate counsels and wise advice, and through
virtues that have won the glory of acceptance and pleasure be-
fore God, Creator of heaven. In all matters we have trusted
in Him and committed our affairs to Him, and at all times
we pray for those who have risen to humiliate this community,
and we ask God not to deprive us and them of the adorning of
justice.

If deemed advisable, mention to His Excellency the Deputy and
First Vice-Consul that this latest action of Muhammad ‘Ali in
making accusations of theft is true testimony to the truth of
their previous actions. However, by way of counsel I submit
that in all cases the honored Iranian ambassadors (may God
strengthen them) should exert their utmost effort in protecting
individuals and preserving dignity and station, for if they are
subjects, they are God’s trust with them, and if they are not
subjects, human compassion requires kindness.

From the very moment of Our arrival in this land until now,
whensoever the envoys of the Sublime State have come to these
regions and inquired as to which party hath, in all respects,
remained obedient, this party it was and is. Whatsoever hath
befallen them they have endured with patience. How many
the events that, in this land, have transpired wholly at variance
[with propriety], yet not a word was spoken, nor any matter set
forth; for whatsoever came to pass — its truth or its falsity — was
as manifest and luminous as the sun. These few words, likewise,
have been set down inasmuch as it was deemed possible that,
after their presentation before the officials in authority, they
might become aware of that which hath been inflicted upon
this wronged party. Nevertheless, in all circumstances do We
render thanks and praise unto God, and entreat Him for that
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measure of assistance which He loveth and is well-pleased with.
Verily, He is the All-Powerful, the Almighty.

BHO01124

To: Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi, in Beirut
Date: 1308-01-26 [1890-Sep-11]

He is God—exalted be His station, the Most Great and All-
Powerful

Praise be to God, the Sovereign of earth and heaven, the Lord
of might and power. He hath revealed through the Pen of
Destiny that which preserveth and guardeth His servants and
causeth them to hold fast to the cord of pardon, bounty, grace
and glory. He, verily, is the Lord of all mankind and the Mas-
ter of the beginning and the end. Were it not for His grace,
who would recognize His straight Path and His manifest and
brilliant Way? We praise and thank Him until that Day whose
end hath not appeared and whose bounties are limitless. And
may the resplendent prayers that shine forth from the horizon
of God’s Will rest upon His chosen ones, His loved ones, and
the Hands of His Cause, whom He hath described in His Book
with the words “No fear shall be upon them, nor shall they
grieve.”

3 My spirit be a sacrifice for your remembrance! Your noble
letter arrived like the arrival of the Beloved to the lover, or
like the descent of spring rains upon the luminous and receptive
ground. God knoweth that the servant found in its words and
letters that which transformed the most great sorrow into the
greatest joy. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to preserve you,
to assist you, and to cause you to speak that which will attract
the heart of every seeker, every aspirant, and every one who
hath turned unto Him. Verily our Lord, the Most Merciful, is
the Hearer, the Answerer of prayers, the Compassionate, the
All-Powerful, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

When I had read and understood it, I approached the Most
Great Spot and presented it before the Lord. He-may our
souls be a sacrifice for Him—said: “O Muhammad Mustafa!
Upon thee be the peace of God, the Lord of all beings. We
have enjoined upon all wisdom and utterance, conciliation and
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harmony, religion and faithfulness. However, they who claim
love and fellowship have cast behind their backs that which
they were commanded and have chosen that which hath kin-
dled the fire of corruption. We beseech God to aid His loved
ones to that which will exalt their station in the earth. He,
verily, is the Hearer, the Answerer of prayers.”

The Wronged One beareth witness that the Sultan who was
named ‘Abdu’l-Hamid—may God assist him—was holding fast to
the cord of justice and equity and was detached from tyranny
and oppression. All affairs return unto him, and he-may the
All-Merciful assist him—was seated upon the throne of consulta-
tion, at all times consulting with the ministers and the learned
ones regarding affairs, choosing what the people chose. He
possessed sound judgment and penetrating and brilliant intel-
ligence. It behooveth all to beseech God to assist him, pre-
serve him, and aid him through His might, His sovereignty,
His strength and His power. Verily, He is powerful over all
things. Nothing hath appeared from him that would grieve Us,
and We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to preserve
him and assist him henceforth in protecting the oppressed and
succouring the poor and needy. We counsel Our loved ones
to observe religion and trustworthiness, and that which would
gladden the heart of the Sultan. He, verily, is the Almighty,
the Glorious, the Bestower.

; We have read the letter of Mim—may God, exalted be He, as-

sist him. He hath spoken with truth and justice and hath
mentioned Muhammad Mihdi and the sons of the Deputy in
a manner befitting them. We beseech God to assist them and
enable them to act in accordance with that which they have
been commanded in the Book of God, the Lord of all worlds.
We beseech Him, exalted be He, to protect them from the
evil of enemies and to ordain for them that which will draw
them near unto Him in all conditions. He, verily, is the Self-
Sufficient, the Most High. We send greetings from this Spot to
My loved ones and My friends, and We counsel them with that
which would gladden the hearts of the world. Blessed is he who
hath heard and acted upon that which the All-Merciful hath
revealed in the Qur’an, and woe unto every heedless doubter.
Verily the servant loveth to make mention of His Honor Mim,
upon him be 9 66 [Baha'u’llah], the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
Praise be to God that there hath appeared from His presence
that which hath silenced the lying tongues. Verily our Lord is
the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful. We beseech the Lord to
manifest through his presence the standards of trustworthiness,
guidance, chastity and fidelity, and to open before his face the
door of His grace. Verily He is the One with power over what-
soever He willeth through His All-Wise Name. And I send
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greetings upon the faces of the friends that were transformed
for the sake of God from the buffetings of the oppressors and
tyrants. I beseech Him, blessed and exalted be He, to assist His
loved ones to spread the verses of wisdom, fellowship, love and
unity, that the world may be illumined by the light of security
and peace. Verily He is the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

At the end of the Book, the tongue of the Lord spoke in re-
membrance of the fruit of the heart, the son of His Honor Mim
- upon them both be the peace and loving-kindness of God
- and said: Verily We desired to seal this remembrance with
mention of him who was named ‘Abdu’l-Husayn, that he may
rejoice and be among the triumphant.

O my Lord! I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy throne and
by that which hath appeared from Thy presence, and by this
lamp which hath been beset by tempestuous winds from every
direction, that Thou protect him and Thy loved ones there,
and ordain for him and for them that which shall never cease
to shed its fragrance throughout the eternity of Thy names
and attributes. Verily Thou art the Revealer of verses and
the Manifester of clear proofs. There is no God but Thee, the
Mighty, the All-Bestowing.

The servant greeteth him and maketh mention of him through
the loving-kindness of the Lord, and remindeth him of verses
that cannot be prevented by the might of those in the kingdom
of creation.

O God, my God, my Lord and my Support! Ordain for him
and for Thy loved ones there that which befitteth the ocean of
Thy grace and the heaven of Thy bounty. Verily Thou art the
Powerful, the Mighty, the Most Generous.

And I send greetings upon the delight of eyes and the loved
ones of God who are there, and I ask for them every good
thing He hath ordained, and every glory He hath decreed, and
every light He hath sent down, and every splendor and loftiness
He hath raised up.

2 O God of the world and Beloved of the nations! Ordain for Thy

loved ones that which shall protect them from the calumnies
of every liar and the opposition of every opposer. Verily Thou
art the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

The servant 26 Muharram 1308
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To: Mulla Ali Akbar Shahmirzadi (Haji Akhund), in Tihran
Date: 1308-02-18 [1890-Oct-3]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord!

Praise and thanksgiving belong, in the first degree, to His
Beauty and, in the second degree, to His chosen ones who,
in such an age when the world of limitations and restrictions
has reached its end, have arisen with perfect steadfastness to
open the gate of a temperate, acceptable, and balanced free-
dom of expression. The insinuations of the opposers and the
doubts of the transgressors did not prevent them from the Lord
of the Day of Judgment. Despite being surrounded by enemies
from all directions, the oppression of tyrants, and the waves of
armies of wickedness and vice, they were not deprived of hear-
ing the Call raised from the Most Exalted Horizon. Exalted
be His Glory, universal His bounty, and mighty His dominion!
Verily the servant speaks and presents:

My God, my God! Open the gates of hearts with the keys of
Thy most beautiful Names and illumine them with the lights of
Thy utterance in Thy Days. Aid them to return unto Thee and
to acknowledge what Thou hast revealed in Thy Books, Thy
Scriptures, Thy Scrolls, and Thy Tablets. O Lord! Thou seest
and knowest what hath appeared from the calumniators and
the heedless ones who have made treachery a crown for their
heads and falsehood an ornament for their temples. I beseech
Thee, O Sovereign of existence and Educator of the seen and
unseen, by Thy greatest signs and Thy traces in the kingdom
of creation, to send down from the clouds of Thy mercy that
which will transform darkness into light and falsehood into
truth. Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Almighty, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O thou who art mentioned in my heart and upon my tongue!
Multiple letters from that beloved of the heart have arrived,
their fragrance testifying to love, affection, detachment, and
steadfastness. Whenever each arrived in the Most Holy, Most
Exalted Court, it attained the honor of being presented and
heard, but due to the multitude of pressing matters, there
was delay in response. In truth, the decree of delay in this
station is not permissible in any station, for the All-Knowing
Lord of the Unseen and that beloved one bear witness to the
sincerity of love and purity of that honored one, and likewise
to the annihilation of the will of these servants in the Will of
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God. Moreover, the traces that have come to that honored
one are more than can be counted, and surely you will say
that new and fresh expressions have another splendor in the
heart, and this word is truth, there is no doubt in it. It is
hoped that henceforth, through the favors of the Goal of the
worlds, there shall appear from this servant that which will
renew the remembrance of the chosen ones and increase the joy
and delight of true friends. Glorified is He Who has subjected
the wills of the servants to His Will and their wishes to His
Wish, and He is the Commander, the Ruler, the Mighty, the
Great.

5 And after turning and becoming aware, intending the station

of grandeur, after presenting before the Throne of Grace, the
Tongue of Grandeur spoke these verses, Mighty be His utter-
ance and Glorious His proof:

I am the Wronged One, the Stranger

All things bear witness to My rising, My remembrance, My
praise, My steadfastness, My care, My grace, and My mercy.
Blessed is he who hath heard and attained. He is, before God,
the Lord of the worlds, among the people of Baha and the
companions of the Crimson Ark. Say: O people! This is not
the day of your questioning, your mention, your speech, and
your call. It behooveth you to turn with your ears to the
Most Exalted Horizon that ye may hear what hath been raised
therein. By the life of God! What ye possess will not profit
you. Cast it away by a power from Us and a strength from
Our presence, and take with hands of submission the Book of
God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O Ali-Akbar! Upon thee be My glory, My loving-kindness and
My mercy. Verily most of the people have not recognized this
Day and its station. They utter that which the ignorant of the
earth uttered before. Thus have their souls enticed them. They
are indeed among the lost, the wrongdoers, the transgressors,
and the heedless. They have not perceived the fragrance of the
Day of God, nor have they recognized what hath been revealed
therein. We bear witness that they are but worthless creatures
in the sight of God, the Mighty, the Praised. They have cast
the Truth behind their backs, clinging to their vain imaginings
and idle fancies.

The ears say: O my God, my Lord and my Support! I beseech
Thee by the Power that hath encompassed all created things
to protect me from the roaring of Thine enemies and from
hearkening to that which proceedeth from the mouths of the
ignorant among Thy creatures. My Lord! I testify that Thou
didst create me to hearken unto Thy most sweet call and the
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shrill voice of Thy Most Exalted Pen. I beseech Thee to assist
me to manifest that for which Thou hast created me. Verily,
Thou art the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

Glory be to God! The immature ones of the world have said
that which caused the ears to lodge their complaint before
Him. His honor knoweth that the Truth, exalted be His glory,
hath revealed in the Kingdom of grace that which is the cause
of the exaltation of the peoples of the world. Every person of
understanding and fairness beareth witness to that which hath
appeared from the treasury of the Most Exalted Pen. In truth,
the Luminary of utterance hath so manifested itself that no
excuse remaineth for the peoples of the world. Consider the
idle words of Hadi, the son of Mirza Yahya. By the Sun of
Truth! No heedless one in this age hath uttered such words.
It is not known what he hath understood of the Truth and
what he comprehendeth of usurpation. From all his utterances,
conduct and deeds, the station and condition of that party hath
become evident and clear. Say: Thou wert not with thy father,
thou didst not see thy father, and thou art not aware of the
Cause of God. Fear God and be not of the calumniators.

As to what thou hast mentioned that “they have usurped my
father’s right” - these are the same meaningless utterances of
the past spoken for the sake of leadership, and such words and
their like have caused the stations and ranks of the chosen ones
and successors to be lost. The Prince of Martyrs, exalted be
his deed, said: “O my brother, what manner of compromise
was this that thou didst make?” He replied that it was due to
lack of trust in the friends. He asked: “Why didst thou make
the acceptance of money the main pillar of the compromise?”
Most of the companions objected and reviled and rejected that
holy being. In truth, a reprehensible matter appeared, for the
basis of the compromise was set as the customs revenues of
Kufa and Jahrum of Fars. The Lord of Lovers was greatly
saddened by this incident. But poor Hadi knew not what to
say. He and others cling to fabricated claims of persecution
that they might thereby cast hatred into the hearts of the
servants. Whenever anyone goes to Cyprus they say that the
night before or the day before people came from Akka to kill
so-and-so. Had they found the people to be fair-minded, they
would never have uttered such words, for all know that for
years he dwelt in complete comfort under protection. By the
life of God! Not a single blow struck him, but the disease of
prejudice is severe. We beseech God to grant healing that all
may speak with justice and fairness and reflect upon what hath
occurred. During this time not a drop of his blood or that of
his associates was shed in God’s path. The lands themselves
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bear witness to this. But the people were and are worshippers
of vain imaginings.

O Ali-Qabli-Akbar! With the dawning rays of the Sun of Di-
vine favor, exalted be His glory, they intended the martyrdom
of the Desire of the worlds, and when that which was hidden
in their breasts was revealed, they spoke that which thou hast
heard. After this incident, this Wronged One left his wives and
children safe and sound, and departed. To this beareth witness
every truthful and trustworthy one, and every fair-minded and
well-informed person.

Say: O Hadi! Thy father was not a man of wisdom. Through-
out his life he occupied himself with pastimes and diversions.
Were it not for the attention and favor of this Wronged One,
neither thou, nor thy father, nor the Cause of God would
have existed. Be fair: neither thou, nor thy sister, nor Siyyid
Muhammad-i-Isfahani, nor Mirza Hadi-i-Dawlat-Abadi were
ever with Us, nor were ye aware of the essence of the Cause.
For the sake of God, ponder upon the divine verses, or present
thyself that perchance the breezes of revelation may make thee
aware and grant thee that for which thou wert brought from
nothingness into being.

O Hadi! Go to the prison of the government and ask the deputy
to show thee the chain known as Salasil, and likewise the last
chain known as Qarahguhar, that thou mayest become aware
of the tribulations and afflictions of the Wronged One. For
four months did the Wronged One bear the weight of these
chains, as well as other afflictions which most of the people of
that region have heard of and know about.

O Hadi! An unseemly word hath proceeded from thee. We
did not usurp thy father’s rights; rather, We have been and
are his protector, helper and benefactor. This statement is,
first of all, very old and meaningless, and the station of the
Letters of the Living hath, in the eyes of those possessed of
keen sight and attentive ears, been degraded by such words.
For if their right was to earthly clay and water, that is of no
account to those who are detached, who have passed beyond
this mortal world of dust and have set their faces toward the
immortal divine Kingdom. And if the right mentioned refers
to divine bounties and the mysteries of sacred Books, no one
hath power to lay claim to these. Had We been present in that
time, We would certainly have forbidden them from uttering
such unseemly words.
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O Hadi! Leave aside these mentions and reflect upon the pen-
etrating power of the Supreme Pen and the authority of the
Most Exalted Word, which, without armies and hosts, hath
achieved the Most Great Victory. Such a victory hath never
been witnessed by the people of impregnable fortresses and
mighty strongholds from the beginning of the world until now.
Those who have uttered such words did so at a time when
some of the lands, villages and cities of the world were under
Islamic rule, whereas now this people do not possess even a
hand’s breadth of earth that could be subject to seizure or
usurpation.

7 O Hadi! Whither has thy perception fled? It beseemeth not

man to utter vain imaginings. We have borne all the afflic-
tions of the earth for the exaltation of God’s Cause. When
the world of darkness was somewhat illumined by the dawning
light of the Day Star of divine guidance, thou and thy father
and others emerged from behind the veil with the swords of
hatred. Instead of being grateful, thou dost complain. Were
the events of the past to flow from the Most Exalted Pen and
be made manifest, the very mountain of thy being would be
crushed. He Who possesseth the Mother Book beareth witness
unto this. Furthermore, this Wronged One hath never claimed
vicegerency, deputyship, guardianship, succession, leadership,
nobility or to be the fourth pillar. The Primal Point testified
to this station in His words: “He verily speaketh in every con-
dition, saying: ‘Verily, I am God,”’ and so forth as revealed
through the tongue of revelation.

O Hadi! Thy words reveal that thou hast not recognized the
establishment of Him Who conversed on Sinai upon the throne
of Manifestation. The world is a different world and the Cause
a different Cause. Open thine eyes that perchance thou mayest
become aware and attain unto the splendors of the Day of God.
Be fair - had it not been for this Wronged One, would thy fa-
ther have possessed such power and strength as to arise before
the faces of the world and speak that which transformed the
darkness of vain imaginings into the light of certitude? Be fair
and be not of the wrongdoers. This Wronged One arose to
proclaim the Cause in days when the limbs of the world trem-
bled with fear. Were it not for Baha, who would have dared
to speak before the faces of the world and deliver the verses of
God, the Lord of all worlds? He hath said that should anyone
produce a single verse, reject him not. Ponder this utterance,
that perchance thou mayest become aware of the wrong com-
mitted against this Wronged One. Now, despite countless re-
vealed verses and manifest proofs, thou dost continue to instill
hatred in the hearts of the weak. Nothing but falsehood hath
appeared from you in every matter.
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Haji Siyyid Javad was with this Wronged One; his petitions in
his own handwriting still exist, and We sent two of his letters
to the land of Ya and other regions wherein appeared that
which proved the truth and still exists. Nevertheless, they
have obtained his photograph and included it with some other
photographs and that of Mirza Yahya, made copies of all and
distributed them among the people.

Where is justice? Whither has fairness fled? Apart from all
this, would ye be content that another sect like the Shi’ih sect
should appear in the world? What was manifested on the Day
of Judgment from their thousand and two hundred years of
deeds? Reflect, and with the power of justice and fairness,
break the back of tyranny and oppression. By God! We desire
naught for thee but good, and We desire only to guide thee to
the straight path of God and His mighty Message. For a thou-
sand and two hundred years that sect considered themselves
the most learned and distinguished of all people, yet on the
Day of Judgment they were seen to be the most lost. From
the year sixty until now, all the divines have been engaged
in cursing and vituperation from their pulpits. By God! We
hear the lamentation of the pulpits saying: “O my God! Thou
didst create us for the exaltation of Thy Word, Thy remem-
brance, Thy praise, and Thou hearest, O my God, the wailing
of the dwellers of Thy Paradise and the inhabitants of Thy sa-
cred precincts. O Lord! Deliver us from these embodiments of
tyranny and oppression, and adorn us with Thy near servants
and sincere trusted ones.”

Now again they are occupied with forming a party like the
Shia party, bringing up mentions of succession and casting ha-
tred in people’s hearts against a station from which naught
but the Most Great Mercy was manifest, which nurtured and
protected thy father and those with him under the wing of
loving-kindness. Rend asunder the veils of idle fancy! I swear
by the Sun of Truth shining from the horizon of the prison of
Akka that no purpose was intended save the guidance of the
servants. Say: In the name of God and by God, and arise
from thy station, turning toward the Kaaba of God, the All-
Compelling, the Self-Subsisting, and say: “My God, my God!
I have abandoned the community of people who believed not
in Thee and Thy signs. Aid me to purify hearts and souls
through the Kawthar and the Euphrates and the Salsabil that
have flowed from the mouth of Thy Will and Purpose.”
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Beseech God not to afflict His servants anew with
the vain imaginings of the Shia party. Those same imaginings
were transformed into bullets and on the Day of Retribution
were visited upon the Lord of the world. This Wronged One’s
purpose hath never been and is not religious leadership, but
rather to purify the world from the calumnies and falsehoods of
the past, and likewise to extinguish the fire of hatred hidden
and concealed in the hearts of the various parties. We have
sacrificed Our life for the reformation of the world and the
education of the peoples.

Some were not and are not worthy to hearken unto this call,
for in the first instance they must ascend the steps of names
and aim for the heaven of inner meanings. Not every weak one
is capable of this arena, and not every horseman is worthy of
this field.

O Hadi! Great is the Cause of God. Reflect upon the Twin Lu-
minous Lights, that is, Hasan and Husayn, and be fair: despite
their glory, wealth and exaltation, they freely sacrificed their
lives at the feet of the Beloved of the worlds. Likewise other
souls, which all have heard about and know. And consider the
conduct of Mirza Hadi Dawlat-Abadi, who for successive years
remained concealed behind a veil, but when the Ishqabad affair
and the favors of His Majesty the Sultan became apparent in
Tehran, and likewise when the light shone forth from the influ-
ence of the Supreme Word and the power of the Most Exalted
Pen, and the Cause became manifest and the Euphrates flowed,
he rushed forth. Would that he had remained in his initial con-
cealment, for no sooner did he hear himself called a Babi than
he mounted the pulpit and uttered that which caused the eyes
of the Concourse on High to weep blood. In those days both
His Honor Ashraf was seized and that same word was spoken
concerning him. Now Ashraf lies beneath the earth while the
other moves about with throne and pomp. What was the cause
of the first one’s martyrdom and what was the reason for the
second one’s survival? Know thou and thou shalt know, and
the world shall know that the first one’s martyrdom was due
to truthfulness, sincerity and sacrifice, while the second one’s
survival was due to falsehood, denial and hypocrisy. He was
the only one of that party who was heard to have come forth -
and would that he had not left his house and had not uttered
what he uttered! Yea, they have attributed and continue to
attribute every good thing to themselves.

5 Among them was Siyyid Isma’il-i-Zavari’i who was with this

Wronged One in Iraq, and the matter concerning him hath
been revealed in detail from the heaven of utterance in another
place. Blessed is he who hath witnessed and seen and shown
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justice in the Cause of God and the penetration of His most
exalted Word. One night he came wearing the turban of the
Imam, and went to the Gate, and afterward proceeded to the
place of sacrifice, and turning toward the House, performed
that which caused the company of them who are detached to
be astonished. Although that deed was not permissible, yet
the fire of love had taken possession of his entire being. There
occurred no meeting between him and Mirza Yahya - to this
testifieth he who was with Us in Iraq.

Hearken thou unto the voice of this Wronged One. Know thou
of a certainty that the Successor is he who hath bidden the
servants to serve Me, and the Guardian is he who hath stood
before My gate, and the Leader is he who hath announced to
the people My Manifestation before My face, and the Qa’im
is he who hath informed the servants of the heaven of My
utterance and the ocean of My bounty. We beseech God to
grant all the grace to return. Time and again there hath flowed
from the Most Exalted Pen mention of stations that would
suffice, yet the servants have departed from justice and are
bereft of fairness, save whom God willeth.

7 Hearken thou unto this Wronged One and speak not with un-

seemly words and unacceptable imaginings of the Shi’ih sect,
and beseech God to sanctify the Cause from the like of that
party. From the earliest days until now, luminous, holy and
speaking Tablets have rained like the rain from Iraq and the
Land of Mystery and the Most Great Prison upon those re-
gions, until it hath reached this stage that in Sudan someone
made mention and now a hundred thousand souls have arisen
to serve him. The testament of this Wronged One is that thou
shouldst ponder upon the Shi’ih sect and their deeds and words
on the Day of Resurrection and Manifestation, that perchance
thou mayest return unto the truth and deliver thyself from vain
imaginings. By the life of God! Baha hath not uttered, nor will
He ever utter, aught from mere desire, but rather that which
will draw the people nigh unto the Most Sublime Horizon. And
peace be upon him who followeth guidance.

Glory be to God! The breaths of pride and leadership have
seized the deniers, who at every moment cling to some word
and worship some name. Were they to reflect for but a mo-
ment, they would bring themselves from the darkness into the
blessed realm of light. Every possessor of life should ponder
what has been manifested, and likewise consider by what proof
and by what evidence he has clung to the Point of the Bayan,
and likewise before that to Muhammad the Messenger of God.
The All-Bountiful has withheld from all the recompense of their
deeds. They have denied the Lord of Dominion, Whose verses
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have encompassed the world and Whose evidences are more
luminous than the sun, notwithstanding that each of the at-
tributes that has dawned from the horizon of will is a supreme
proof and a most brilliant and glorious evidence. When all
were veiled, He arose before all faces and, without veil or cov-
ering, made all aware of that which would draw them near and
profit them.

Praised be God! Through the potency of the Most Exalted
Word, this Cause is now noised abroad in all gatherings of di-
vines, rulers, and mystics, and all are busied with the investiga-
tion thereof. For this bounty it behoveth all to render thanks;
yet, contrariwise, they have complained and still complain. At
a time when afflictions and adversities assail from every side,
and spears are hurled from every direction, the friends and the
chosen ones were guided unto that which befitteth these days
and were inspired accordingly. Among the places concerned
is Istanbul, wherein each day they attribute some theft to a
certain person and refer it to Him Who is the Manifestation of
the Ocean of sanctity. Formerly they ascribed such a matter
to Jinab-i-Nazir, upon whom be the glory of God; of this ye
have assuredly heard. And in these days likewise, when His
Holiness Afnan, Jinab-i-Alif-Ha, upon whom be the Most Glo-
rious Glory of God, purposed to journey unto this region, the
opponents resorted to fresh devices, and informed the embassy
and others that the aforesaid person had stolen ninety liras in
cash, together with certain banknotes, and had fled to ‘Akka.

In brief, all these calumnies were spread abroad from the island,
and Shaykh Muhammad Yazdi, through the instigation of that
hidden wrongdoer, became the cause and occasion of these
lying events. It is said that Akhtar, his daughter, hath been
given in marriage to the son of Mulla Ja’far Kirmani. Though
in these days the station of the Dayspring of holiness and purity
be concealed from some, yet erelong shall the veil be lifted,
and all shall bear witness unto that which hath streamed and
been revealed from the Most Exalted Pen in books, pages, and
Tablets. This servant beseecheth his Lord to transmute the
injustice of the oppressors into justice, their darkness into light,
and their turning away into turning unto Him. He, verily, is
the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

Some time ago Jinab-i-Habib of the blessed Green Land, upon
whom be the Baha and loving-kindness of God, addressed
a letter to His Holiness Ism-i-Jud, upon whom be the Most
Glorious Baha of God, and therein made mention that Hadi
Dawlat-Abadi had arrived in that land with a company and

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Jedyy ST iy esst bl |l
$slio 51 K & po Syt G
36wl zE ax als el Bl )
YR 28 W CRPRIPY U
B f} NS e 3 (Le oprs plel Aoy

& 3 o Lo *al 1) 51 J10ben
3 osSde P13 be s 1) s e Llle
;’NQF'ML‘)WU‘JMU‘M
ijasfu&u& Syl
w\,b\;wﬁ,\t\,ﬂm&»);
ol 4L Lil 5 Ul S0k o s
das ol Woge p Wl Wssd Culas Cl (‘U
R D R
Sloe o) Gl 2 g dine Sl
ainls Cad B eLs ade BU Ol |5
Ol &t s eL) o s lodis w2l
0 O e Al T e ey Ll Ol
g PR P N P
S1 5Ll 0 s i 5 e S
o 5 A demy o) 05 55 e ﬁ’f"—"'{

by Be 4y 0058 &8 o 45 Gl

5035 Ao 3l Objae o) ma b

o g e smen QU Gl (655 A# 5
Gl 5S0e 55 5l xS 4 Sl
515 G e Sy 2
S5en 455 5 i e plie gam (U
AR By PlE e adl
5 5 S s el B el e
4y ol g oa2lil y a2S (gl 1Y)
3o ol 5 Jadly Gl B du o

Uil 3 o 41 ISV sl

Las (2 pSe e Sl B s
s g ol Oad wle 5 BTk
S50 sy a2l Jlyl asb g Y1 Al < T
ol £, Cons L ollctss osls 038
e ade S O Jie 3 5 2l 2
olal culie BU 15 ensé o Kane il

32

29



Vol. 99: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1308-1309 A.H. (1890-1892) part I

BH00131

equipage, and had taken up residence in the house of His Ho-
liness Khalil, upon whom be the Baha of God. From the be-
ginning of the Cause the glance of favor was directed towards
him, and Tablets and sacred Writings were repeatedly sent
unto him. Entreat ye God that He may preserve him from
the deadly poison. Verily, this servant, in nights and days, be-
seecheth his Lord to protect His servants from the evil of those
who have broken His Covenant and Testament, disbelieved in
Him and in His signs.

And for the sake of God and for His good-pleasure, this servant
maketh known unto the friends that they should arise, through
the power and might of God—glorified be His majesty—to do
that which shall conduce to the protection of the servants of
God, lest a faction should appear in the land like unto the
party of the Shi’ah. In the name of the Vicegerent they glo-
ried exceedingly; yet when the Day of Reckoning was made
manifest, the divines of that people, one and all, pronounced
sentence for the martyrdom of the Sovereign of being—He by
Whose power a hundred thousand vicegerents have been and
are created—and, with utter injustice, hanged Him and put
Him to death. This single instance sufficeth as proof of the
virtues of that people.

It is hoped that Jinab-i-Khalil, upon whom be the Baha of God,
will not forget the covenant of His Holiness the Glorious One,
but will deliver himself from the water and clay of that people,
and will arise, with celestial power, to render assistance.

Praised be God! Once again have men’s eyes been veiled by
the same coverings of former times, and their ears likewise
have grown accustomed to lying and unworthy words. We be-
seech God to graciously enable all to attain unto that which
beseemeth them. At one time among times this exalted utter-
ance was revealed and streamed forth from the tongue of the
Lord of mankind. Blessed and exalted be He! He saith: “O
people of Baha! Return ye unto the Writings, and sanctify your
ears from the unworthy falsehoods of men, lest ye become af-
flicted, as in former days, with the pit of vain imaginings. This
is the Sun of counsel that hath shone forth from the horizon
of the heaven of the Most Exalted Pen. Blessed are they that
behold, and blessed are they that hear.” End.

This servant is confounded—mnay, the very world of justice and
fairness is confounded. The Author of the Bayan—may my soul
and all else save Him be a sacrifice unto Him—hath declared:
“And I have written a jewel in mention of him, which is this:
that he is not to be consulted by My sign, nor by that which
hath been revealed in the Bayan.” And in another place He
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saith—exalted be His mention—“If any soul bring forth but
one verse, reject it not.” For what end were these utterances
revealed? What was intended thereby? Blessed are the fair-
minded.

At all times they have resorted unto devices and stratagems
the like of which hath not been heard. This servant, in every
season, hath sought for all that which would conduce unto the
success and salvation of all. Yet from this servant—though all
know that he hath ever been in the presence and is cognizant of
all affairs—they inquire not; rather do they question heedless
souls concerning that whereunto they cleave. In truth they
have laid hold on the cord of idle fancy and vain imaginings,
and have clung to the hem of falsehood.

Likewise Jinab-i-Habib of Khadra—upon him be the Baha and
loving-kindness of God—hath written that Jinab-i-Nayyir and
Jinab-i-Sina, upon them both be the Baha of God, arrived
in that land, and that the may— God assist him—
sought a meeting with them. They, however, inasmuch as it
lay beyond the bounds of wisdom, promised him an interview
upon their return. Now, should any soul journey unto those
regions bearing certain Tablets and books, and converse with
the aforesaid dignitary and with such as seek, in wisdom and
utterance, it may be that a true thirsty one will direct his steps
toward the Most Great Ocean and attain unto that which is
intended. O my God! Withhold not the seekers from behold-
ing the horizon of Thy Revelation, nor the wayfarers from the
Dayspring of Thy inspiration and the Source of Thy divine in-
timations. Thou, verily, art powerful to do whatsoever Thou
willest. There is none other God but Thee, the Ordainer, the
All-Wise.

Some years ago they had written that one of the well-known
friends who was in that land had been summoned. Yet in
that meeting they attained not unto that which they desired,
for the person who appeared before them, and with whom
they sought an interview, concealed the Cause and in no wise
uttered a word that might kindle the heart or become the cause
of turning unto Him. I beseech God—glorified be His majesty—
that in such occasions He may inspire His loved ones with
that which shall cause faces to turn toward the lights of His
countenance. He, verily, is powerful over all things.

Hadi Dawlat-Abadi hath passed through those regions, and in
some measure the poison hath already exerted its effect upon
him. Wherefore it is necessary that one of the detached souls
should, for the sake of God, turn his steps toward those parts.
The purpose is this: that once again there should not arise in
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the world a faction like unto the Shi’ah. In this matter the
friends must exert their utmost endeavor, as a mercy unto the
servants and a bounty unto them. In these days, moreover,
that honored soul must likewise hold fast unto the cord of
kindness and forbearance, for upon most men the foul odors of
irreligion have, so far as possible, passed; therefore, by reason
of but a single utterance cast among them, they disclose that
which was hidden, and the fire of dissension is kindled.

We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to grant Your
Honor success and to strengthen you, even as He hath strength-
ened you in nights and days, to establish His Cause through
wisdom and utterance. No deed hath been lost, nor shall it
ever be lost. Likewise, from the book which hath ever been
privileged to attain the presence, that which was written con-
cerning Hadi ibn Yahya shall not be effaced. The purpose,
however, was to inform others, not him, for he hath not been,
nor is he now, worthy of service unto the friends in that land.

Unto the friends of that region I convey greetings, praise, glori-
fication, and Baha. It is hoped that, with tranquillity, dignity,
patience, and steadfast endurance, they may bring these days
of upheaval to their close. God willing, from each one of them
there shall appear that which will cause the fire of hatred to be
stilled and the Most Exalted Word to be uplifted. We beseech
God to illumine the world with the lights of the resplendent
Luminary of the Bayan. He, verily, is powerful to do what-
soever He willeth. Baha, remembrance, and praise be upon
Your Honor, and upon those who are with you and love you
and heed your word in the Cause of God, our Lord and your
Lord, and the Lord of them that are nigh unto Him and of the
sincere.

The servant 18th of Safar 1308
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To: Haji Ali Yazdi
Date: 1308-02-23 [1890-Oct-8]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful

Praise be to God Who hath aided His loved ones to be patient
and forbearing, and enabled them to remain steadfast in what-
soever He hath willed, through His Name, the All-Compelling,
the Chosen One. He it is Who hath made manifest His Path
and revealed that which was hidden from the eyes of His ser-
vants. By this He desired naught except the salvation of His
creation and the protection of His creatures from the wolves
of His earth. Verily, He is the Almighty over whatsoever He
willeth through His binding and wise command. And blessings
and peace be upon the Lord of Yathrib and Batha, through
whom the gates of Names were opened unto all beings, and
upon his family and companions, the oceans of bounty and
the heavens of generosity and high resolve - blessings whose
sweet fragrances and scents shall never cease throughout the
duration of His Name, the One Who dominates all names.

O beloved of my heart and thou who art mentioned in my soul!
Thy letter arrived, and in truth it was like a trade yielding the
profit of two or three years in ‘Akka. Among the profits that
neither change nor alter is the mention of the Master concern-
ing that spiritual beloved, and another profit is thy submission
and contentment in all matters, and yet another is thy turn-
ing to the heaven of the favors of God, exalted be His glory.
Were anyone to count the profits of these days, he could not
reckon them, for these days possess endless mercy. I beseech
the one true God to bestow upon thee from the heaven of be-
stowal countless blessings. Verily, He is the Compassionate,
the Generous.

After reading and reciting, it was presented before the Mas-
ter’s presence. He said: “O ‘Ali, upon thee be the peace of
God and His grace. Thou hast ever been and will continue
to be mentioned in the gathering of the believers. Thy letter
arrived and the servant in attendance mentioned it before His
face. Praise be to God, from all its letters and words wafted
the fragrance of faithfulness and sincerity. We beseech God,
exalted be He, to assist thee and aid thee in that which He
loveth and is pleased with, and to send down upon thee from
the heaven of His generosity and the clouds of His grace a bless-
ing from Him, a gift from His presence, and a mercy from His
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side. Verily, He is the One through Whose Name the gates
of generosity were opened to the world and the fragrance of
divine knowledge was diffused among the nations. The oppres-
sion of the oppressors cannot prevent Him from that which He
willeth. Verily, He is the Almighty in the beginning and in the
end. We make mention of My loved ones there who were with
Me in all conditions. We beseech God to open through them
the gates of grace and bounty unto all beings and to aid them
in that which will draw them nigh unto Him. Verily, He is
the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. There is no God but He, the
Mighty, the Glorious, the All-Bountiful.”

5 This servant, at all times, hath besought and continues to be-

seech relief for that beloved one, and God willing, his relief
is near, for His loved ones and friends have no purpose save
Him. In this land of exile, they have chosen their abode in His
path. In such circumstances, His grace will surely not aban-
don them. This matter hath been recorded and inscribed in
all books, both of old and recent times.

Regarding the funds that were mentioned, according to thy
arrangement and by the command of the Beloved of hearts,
his honor Aga Rida (upon him be the Most Glorious Beauty)
hath acted accordingly. We hope that in these days we may
all attain the honor of presence and meeting. With the All-
Bountiful Lord, no matter is difficult. We beseech Him to aid
thee in His service, to exalt you through His Name, and to
ordain for you that which will set right all your affairs. Verily,
He is the Answerer of those who supplicate and the Beloved of
sincere hearts.

As for the matter of consultation regarding the distribution of
goods in those parts, after it was presented, He said: “Last year
too they intended to distribute for the payment of debts and
relief from difficulties, and We did not approve. However, af-
terwards it was observed that distribution is closer to piety and
deliverance, for that honored one hath endured much hardship
and left his home and dwelling. This is not acceptable to Us.
Therefore, if action is taken according to last year’s intention,
it would be good, both for thy relief and for the manifestation
of the love and affection of the companions.”

This servant, in all conditions, beseecheth and imploreth God,
exalted be His glory, for the relief of that beloved of the heart
and for tranquility in the shade of the pavilion of glory, namely
the Mansion of Bahji. I cling to the hem of His generosity that
He may open a new door and protect and purify that beloved
one from all sorrows. He is the Powerful, the Mighty.
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Salutations, praise, mercy, and glory be upon you and upon
the companions of guidance.

The servant 23 Safar 1308
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To: Ali Akbar Khurasani Qaini, in Nazareth
Date: 1308-03-04 [1890-Oct-18]

He is God, exalted be His glory and power!

Praise be unto the Omnipotent Lord, Who is worthy and de-
serving of all glorification, for having gathered together in this
land - which in the estimation of men is a place of exile for
murderers and thieves - through His all-encompassing power
and supreme might, a company of the oppressed. Through
His supreme grace, His infinite bounty and His greatest mercy,
He hath transformed the circumstances of imprisonment. In
truth, He hath adorned hell itself with the ornaments of the
paradise of Eden. Exalted be His might and glorified be His
dominion! Glory be to God! This power, more manifest than
the sun itself, remaineth unperceived by all save the oppressed
ones of the world....

I beseech God at all times to grant that which will cause unity
and harmony among the hearts and souls of the friends of
God, exalted be His glory, in such wise that no place remains
for sorrows and no station exists for troubles. Although in one
respect:

The grief that for the Loved One’s sake we bear Is sweeter far
than any joy elsewhere; The ruby, lacking sunlight, shines not
bright— And Love, in sorrow’s sea, knows no despair

In truth, when love appears, all books are rolled up. Blessed
is the soul that is warmed by the heat of love and illumined
by its light. Such a one transforms darkness into light and the
unseemly into beauty....
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Hamadan
Date: 1308-03-15 [1890-Oct-29]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord!

Praise be to the peerless Lord who, despite the convulsions of
the world, the hatred of certain peoples, the calumnies of the
slanderers, and the clamor of the deceivers, guided and led His
loved ones to the Most Great Prison. Glory be to God! De-
spite a thousand intrigues and evil whisperings, through His
absolute, prevailing, and penetrating Will, He gathered an as-
sembly beneath the Blessed Tree, bringing together the sincere
ones and the believers. During the nights and days, He favored
each one with a mention and adorned each with a gift. His is
the greatness and the power, His is the glory and the might
and the will. He ordaineth as He pleaseth, and He is the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise.

For a time no outward news or trace had come from that
beloved of hearts, upon him be the glory of God, the Lord
of creation, and this caused distress among many, as from ev-
ery quarter they were inquiring and seeking news, O Trusted
One, until news arrived of arrival in the land of H and M. The
servant beseecheth his Lord to protect His loved ones from
harm and tribulation, and from rancor and hatred. Verily He
is the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

And when news of arrival was presented before the Throne, the
Tongue of Grandeur spoke these exalted words - exalted be His
utterance and His proof: “O Amin, upon thee be My glory and
My loving-kindness! Ever hast thou been and art remembered
in the Most Holy Court. In these days, consummate wisdom
hath required that thou shouldst proceed to the region of Kha
and visit Ibn-i-Asdaq, upon him be the glory of God. Then
shall appear what We have purposed. Verily thy Lord is the
Ordainer, the Ancient of Days.” After receiving the letter and
becoming informed, proceed at once to the destination. Thus
hath the matter been decreed by the All-Commanding, the
All-Wise. Patience is forbidden after the manifestation of the
divine will from the presence of the Mighty, the Powerful.

Say: My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having en-
abled me to turn to Thee and for revealing to me what was
hidden and concealed from the eyes of Thy creatures. I be-
seech Thee, O Fulfiller of the needs of all seekers, to assist Thy
Cause through wisdom and utterance. Strengthen, O my God,

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

PR VLJ\M oY L, ~

5 fe Ml 8y wle Syl us
sbo g 5 (e O fhe 5 ool (gam sl
5 o5 oy kel e plic ) Ul Cone
ol 48 e - Dol 350 5 ks
JB s e dsl ralle sadllas foslyl (pgluy o
U 5 ol 5 3505 5 S e by
S50 K pll s QU s s 54 &b
DYy Radl ) bl e Glan 6
Uy G K2 ks V1 5,030 5 55401 4
R

Sl e e 519 kT 5l 5y Ge
4 2Ly e AL e sl Y
)\fbwsfuu*du.;w°ﬂ*~‘

um\uppdbf).bwgﬁw
Jod )(w:\bu’)b>:um>4§b

LU T2 e gl Laiz 0l ool

D il g &l STl ma il e
Ol a2 o e sl g9 e Oy
sl Jo A5 bl ollle LKL a8
53 I Gle 5 Gl S el L sla
C»g’(‘b.‘ ) et 9039 Bl ol s
a5 b oty QLTS 58 Ll e ally
Sgd oyl Al el e Bu) G s il
oy 1 SN e (S5 Ol el )l L gl 131
slé daie 4 2T M) 5 aab o |
2l O (S S0 o Y 528 SIE

28 ke O o 5L W) sgls U g5

JBYI ke w\:‘ e arl S A A s

‘JC«\)M}L}‘QQKLGLLUJQL\J&\
O el £l 2 L Sl (Sils 0
Syl AL S ol aSEL S ay

39



Vol. 99: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka, year 1308-1309 A.H. (1890-1892) part I

BH01210

Thy loved ones to remain steadfast in Thy love and service.
O Lord! Thou seest Thy trusted servant traversing the lands
to manifest Thy Cause and exalt Thy Word. Aid him, O my
God, with the hosts of revelation and inspiration, and with the
angels on high. Verily Thou art the All-Bountiful, and within
Thy grasp are the reins of all who are in the heavens and on
earth.

; Convey My greetings to the loved ones in every land and set

them ablaze with the fire of utterance of the Lord of religions.
In these days certain blessed Tablets have been revealed from
the heaven of oneness, specifically for one who ascended in the
land of Sh. We were with him at the time of his ascension.
Verily thy Lord is the Most Merciful of the merciful ones and
the Goal of them that know. Beseech God, exalted be His
glory, to grant steadfastness to His loved ones, lest the names
prevent them from their Owner, their Quickener, their Slayer,
and their Creator. Glory be to God! Hadi of Dawlatabad hath
raised a standard and desired to guide the people. Say: Be
silent, O heedless one, and bridle thy self, O ignorant one! By
God’s life, thou art not the horseman of this field. We invited
him to attend and listen, but pride seized him such that he cast
the Cause behind him and committed that which caused the
denizens of the pavilion of glory to lament. He who possesseth
the Supreme Tablet beareth witness to this. The End.

This servant has ever been distressed and saddened by the
tribulations of this Most Great Announcement and what hath
been visited upon it by the enemies, to such extent that he
seeth no deliverance for himself therefrom, for the Truth did
arise to promote His Cause for forty years, without helper or
assistant, and through the power of His Word did set the world
in motion, such that from all directions they arose to investi-
gate this Cause. And when the light became resplendent and
the Cause manifest, the deniers emerged from behind the veil
and wrought that which every possessor of ears heard and ev-
ery person of insight witnessed. It behooveth us to overlook
what he and his followers have done. After His ascension until
now, the same message that His Holiness Afnan, Alif and Ha,
upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of God, had sent, was
received. Nothing else has been received since then. There-
fore it became necessary to inform that beloved one, for they
had instructed that whenever it becomes necessary to inform
of a matter, inform [him]. Thus was this detail submitted.
The Command is in God’s hands - He doeth and decreeth as
He pleaseth, and He is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.
That beloved one’s journey to the land of Kha to see His honor
Ibn-i-Asdaq, upon him be [the Glory of God] 966, is necessary
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and should not be delayed in any way. Upon receiving word
they should set forth at once. I convey greetings, glorification
and light to all the loved ones wheresoever they may be, and
I beseech steadfastness for all on this day, for that is the most
excellent of all deeds before [the Most High]. Glory and praise
and benediction be upon you and upon those with you and
those who love you and hearken unto your words concerning
the Cause of our Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. The
servant. 17 [Rabi’u’l-Avval 1308]
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To: Mirza Styyid Muhammad Nazimul-Hukama et al., in Tihran

Date: 1308-04-15 [1890-Nov-28]

In the name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

Praised be the peerless Lord and the incomparable Object of
all desire, Who hath not deprived His loved ones of the cause of
existence and the source of being. He hath given glad tidings
unto all and, in the Books of the past and present, promised
this blessed Day which is the Lord of all days. In truth, were
all the pens of the world and the tongues of all nations to
attempt to describe and enumerate the attributes of this Most
Great Day, they would surely find themselves powerless to do
so. Glorified be He Who hath manifested Himself, sent down
His verses, chosen His loved ones, and aided them to make
mention of Him and praise Him, to teach His Cause and carry
out His commandments and laws. These are the servants whom
He hath described by the tongue of His grandeur in His Books,
His Scrolls and His Tablets. Through them His names and
attributes are made manifest among His servants. The servant
beareth witness to that which God hath witnessed, that they
are honored servants who speak not until He hath spoken and
who act by His command. Neither do the ornaments of the
world distract them, nor do the affairs of men occupy them
from drawing nigh unto God, the Creator of heaven and the
Lord of the Kingdom of Names.

The exalted letter, like a brilliant star, illumined the realm of
being, for it was adorned with the mention and praise of the
Object of all the world’s desire. From each of its letters wafted
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the fragrance of love and diffused the sweet-scented breeze of
affection. In truth, in this Day, should a soul attain unto recog-
nition and steadfastness, he is the head of the world and the
heart of nations. Well is it with him! Praise be to God, that
spiritual friend hath attained unto this most exalted station. I
beseech God that He may, day by day, nay, moment by mo-
ment, aid and assist him to make mention and praise of Him
and to serve His Cause. Verily, He is the All-Powerful, the
Almighty.

After reading, beholding, and experiencing joy and gladness,
it was taken to the highest horizon and most exalted summit,
and was presented before the countenance of the Lord of all
beings, attaining the honor of His attention. Then the Tongue
of Grandeur spoke that which caused the fragrance of grace
and favors to waft to all regions. Exalted be His utterance and
glorified His praise, and there is no Beloved besides Him.

He is the All-Speaking, the All-Knowing.

O Nazim! What can this Wronged One mention when hearing
ears are as rare as the philosopher’s stone, and what can He
reveal when eyes are afflicted with the dust of idle fancies and
prevented from seeing? The atoms of all created things bear
witness that today the call of the Lord of Names is raised from
the Prison of Akka, and the effulgences of the Sun of Truth
are manifest and evident from this horizon. The Most Great
Name hath appeared in such wise that the fair-minded ones
from diverse communities are all bewildered and amazed. In
the days and nights the Pen of the Lord of all beings moveth,
despite the denial of the wicked, the indifference of the heed-
less, the prevention of the envious, and the oppression of the
corrupt. The signs and traces of the Blessed Tree have become
somewhat manifest from every direction and quarter. Say: Ex-
alted is God, the Sovereign, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting!
Exalted is He Who hath manifested His Cause despite every
ignorant rejected one! Exalted is He Who hath revealed from
the Pen the mysteries of eternity - blessed are they who know!

From the earliest days, when the fire of wrath was kindled
and the world trembled at the might of the oppressors, this
Wronged One, with no helper or supporter, raised aloft the
standard of “There is none other God but Him.” With the
finger of power He rent asunder the intervening veils that had
become obstacles and cast them aside. Before the faces of
all He proclaimed His Cause and revealed sacred and blessed
Tablets specifically for the kings and rulers - some reached their
destination while others were withheld. Neither the clamor of
the people prevented Him, nor did the flame of hatred and
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enmity hold Him back from calling out. God is aware of what
befell Him in the days and nights. We bore what no one else
hath borne. The love of God made every poison sweet as honey,
and every wrath a mercy.

When the effects of the Most Exalted Word and the power of
the Supreme Pen became manifest, those who were concealed
and veiled emerged from behind the veil with lying tongues
and sharp swords to attack the Wronged One, and secretly
engaged in stirring up government officials. Nevertheless, We
concealed it and left it to God. Glory be to God! Although
the waves of the divine ocean of utterance and the effulgences
of the Daystar of the Lord’s Revelation were visible and man-
ifest before all faces, and likewise the Lote-Tree of the utmost
boundary appeared with countless fruits and its rustling was
raised at all times, saying “O people! The Promised Day is
come, deprive not yourselves of its outpourings” - despite this,
all remained heedless and turned away, save those souls who
held fast to the firm handle and whose hearts were freed and
detached from all else but God.

When thou dost inhale the fragrant breeze of thy Lord’s utter-
ance and drink the wine of joy from the cup of His bounty, say:
My God, my God! Thou seest Thy chosen ones in the hands
of the oppressors and Thy trusted ones under the rule of the
treacherous. I beseech Thee by Thy horizon from which the
Daystar of utterance shone forth upon all possibility, and by
Thy Name through which Thou didst subdue all religions, to
assist me and Thy loved ones to attain such steadfastness as
would render powerless the promptings of the heedless and the
doubts of the wayward. O my Lord! Thou seest me turning
toward Thee and detached from all else but Thee. Ordain for
me that which will exalt me through Thy Name amongst Thy
servants and through my relationship to Thee in Thy lands.
Then open before the faces of Thy loved ones the gates of Thy
grace and bounty. Verily, Thou art the Almighty Whom the
power of the world cannot weaken, nor can the conditions of
the nations prevent. There is none other God but Thee, the
Strong, the Triumphant, the All-Powerful.

Despite the sorrows inflicted, the successive calumnies and the
tribulations that have descended, the True One, exalted be
His glory, makes mention of His loved ones and gives them
the glad-tidings of His special favors. That which hath been
sent down from the heaven of divine Will specifically for that
spiritual friend testifieth to a bounty and generosity that hath
no likeness, and a gift the like of which hath never come into
existence from nothingness. Exalted is our Lord, exalted is His

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Jf&?MJ)\)b(lL\J&UJJ#{O(

o a a2 5 F e ool § 1, 4]
S LR B BT T

AL r}a)\.u\j *4 JL\ )
438 Gl b i s ) Gy ety st
PR X sl pﬂm Aad odals oLl
S S d,fza P ‘;’J’f osele
Ao &1 o ol (22187 32 5 28
el Glae jpeh g ol Aol 2
“opde it 5 ayte 5 ALK ey
‘_E); pini- g alb @;YJLEL.LS‘(:‘
ol 48 00 £ ()3 ) Ale s C‘a/ e
SIsps Ailata g2 O iz 3 1 55
s Coam K o 2y ik F
SR A g Lo ) O oy S

:\j

G S Sy O Ol Sy 131

65 A M B e K 2
i Sl BB sl oy Stlinl
32 e sl KBl ol gl )
O el el O8I & uLJ\JM
dmu MLQM\ dﬁ &U}\) d—\: d\ QLAV\
2 Al Sled s GBI Sl e
)Je Kgs op \:J:.a..» S }LA» aly
Sads 5 Sale (n th. @b d
Olal Sl oy o ol £ B3 G
N el uall el S Solas y Kb
Yl Slbgd S YV LW 5,8 Sn

) B W G,3 e Ay

Ldiv\’_) Mhiﬁ Qluh,a; o.a)\) d\f\ C
,mpﬁ\,uzu,umj,}dbu
d)l.l db) V.\"M ;Le” )\ d‘o—}) u\v&\
g Sl e, Jab  dade PIS
cJAL? Sy r.k: )\ uistﬁ &5&9} 3)\.;\?
°>;>J>;¢\1=9J>;MJ>;LJJ>

o5 ] uau\f &)

43



11

Vol. 99: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1308-1309 A.H. (1890-1892) part I

BH00276

bounty, exalted is His gift, and exalted is His generosity. He is
verily the All-Bountiful, the Kind, the Compassionate.

The Most Great Glad-Tidings is that the prayer of that spiri-
tual friend was presented before the countenance of the Lord
of all beings at a certain time and was honored to be heard,
and when it was concluded these sublime words were revealed

from the heaven of verses, manifest and evident. His blessed
and exalted Word:

2 “O thou who hast held fast to My cord! We testify that thou

hast attained unto My utterance time and again, and unto My
verses repeatedly. Blessed are thine ears and thine eyes and thy
heart, inasmuch as they have attained unto hearing, witness-
ing and understanding. By the life of God! No mention from
among My mentions can equal the mentions of the world and
the books of nations. To this beareth witness the Most Great
Name in this station which God hath made the point of cir-
cumambulation of the most exalted Paradise and the supreme
Heaven. Blessed is he who hath acknowledged and confessed
that which the Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken when seated
upon the throne of utterance before the faces of all religions.
Verily those who have been prevented from hearing have no
share of this ocean from whose waves can be heard: ‘There is
none other God but I, the All-Bountiful, the Generous. We
have heard that wherewith thou didst commune with God. We
have answered thee through this perspicuous Book, at whose
appearance the Kingdom of Utterance bowed down in its long-
ing to hearken unto the call of God, the Lord of the exalted
Throne. We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to aid
thee in His remembrance and praise, and in the promotion of
His Cause with wisdom and utterance. Blessed is he who hath
heard and acted upon that which he was commanded. He is
truly among the triumphant ones by the Pen of God, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise. Give thou glad-tidings unto My loved
ones on My behalf and remind them of that which hath been
sent down from the heaven of My tender mercy and the atmo-
sphere of My loving-kindness, that joy and gladness may take
hold of them and draw them unto a station wherein the call of
God, the sovereign Lord, the Just, the Manifest Truth, hath
been raised.”

For the proof of His all-encompassing and perfect grace, no
mention of created things nor description of contingent beings
is necessary or needed, for the utterance itself is a truthful
witness to His infinite grace. A hundred thousand thanks unto
the Desired One Who caused that soul to attain unto a mention
before which the remembered ones of the world bow down in
humility and submission. Soon that which is hidden shall be
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made manifest. None can repel His command or avert His
judgment. He doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what He
pleaseth. He is the Single One, the Unique, the All-Powerful,
the Almighty.

Concerning what was written at the time of the ascendancy
of longing and yearning, attraction and rapture, I know it as
though some disorder of the senses and confusion of mind had
befallen this evanescent one, for what are these mentions, and
what meaning have these utterances, where to speak them and
before whom to express them? However, since it is divine
madness, excellent is this madness, and since it is the frenzy of
love for the Eternal Beloved, excellent is this disorder. Would
that all the people of the world were, like me, mad with love for
Thee! Excellent is what you mentioned, for after these stages
were presented, they smiled. From every direction of the seat
of divine tokens grace and mercy were manifest. In truth, that
soul and this servant, nay all created things, are incapable of
offering thanks for even the least of His bounties and mercy.
In such case, one must enter the realm of madness and make
such mention as would cause the blessed lips to smile. For now,
you have attained this greatest bounty. Well is it with you!

5 With regard to the matter of movement which was made con-

tingent upon wisdom, after this matter was presented They
said:

Praise be to God that you have attained unto recognition, ac-
ceptance, mention, praise and attention, and have partaken of
the sealed wine and received your portion from the ocean of
utterance of Him Who is the Desired One. All this is from
God’s bounty unto you. We testify that the grace hath en-
compassed thee, mercy hath preceded thee, and the Call hath
attracted thee. We beseech God to ordain for thee from His
Most Exalted Pen that which will draw thee nigh unto Him in
all conditions. Verily He is the Self-Sufficient, the Most High.

In all circumstances keep your gaze fixed upon wisdom and
hold fast unto its requirements. Verily, should He desire, He
would record for thee the reward of attaining His presence,
of appearing before His countenance, of hearkening unto His
call, and of standing before the door of His bounty. Thy Lord
ordaineth what He pleaseth for whomsoever He willeth. He is
the Single, the One, the Powerful, the Unconstrained.

Concerning what was written about your brother who is named
Mirza Siyyid Mihdi, upon him be the Glory of God, and like-
wise the mention of his ardor, his drawing nigh, his praise and
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mention, and his hospitality - these matters were presented and
heard in the Most Holy, Most Exalted Presence. One Blessed
Tablet was specifically revealed for him from the heaven of the
Divine Will and was sent, and likewise another Blessed Tablet
was revealed specifically for his wife, upon her be the Glory of
God. We hope they will drink from the hidden oceans in the
divine verses and attain unto the fragrance of the utterance of
the Desired One of all worlds.

Mention was made of the honored wife and the other wife, upon
them be the Glory of God, and likewise of their offspring and
progeny, upon them be the Glory of God. After presentation
in the Most Holy Presence, these manifest verses were revealed
- His words, blessed and exalted be He:

He is the All-Mentioning, the All-Knowing

O Nazim! We have made mention of thee time and again with
such mention as hath diffused the fragrance of God’s loving-
kindness, the Lord of all worlds. And We have mentioned
those who were with thee, both female and male. Verily thy
Lord is the Compassionate, the Generous. Nothing whatsoever
escapeth His knowledge. He seeth and mentioneth, and He is
the Witness, the All-Knowing.

Hearken in the Persian tongue that all may hear and become
aware of God’s loving-kindness. Convey to each one greet-
ings from the Wronged One, offer them from the cup of utter-
ance of the Desired One of all worlds, and give each one the
glad-tidings of God’s loving-kindness - exalted be His glory -
a loving-kindness that hath preceded existence itself. We be-
seech God, blessed and exalted be He, to ordain for each one
of them that which will profit them and exalt them. Verily He
hath power over all things. Thou and those with thee have
attained unto verses that cannot be equaled by the fruits of
trees nor by what appeareth from the seas and rivers. Verily
thy Lord is the Expositor, the True One, the Trustworthy. The
Glory from Us be upon thee and upon them, and upon every
believing man and believing woman in God, the Single, the
All-Informed.

This servant also conveyeth greetings, praise and salutations
to each one, and beseecheth from God - exalted be His glory -
whatsoever is the cause of glory, blessing and joy for all. Verily
our Lord is the Hearer, the Answerer.

We make mention of Jinab-i-Aga Mirza Muhammad-Sadiq,
upon him be the Glory of God. In truth, whosoever is men-
tioned before the Countenance of the All-Mentioned is the re-
cipient of the Most Great Favor, even though he may not have

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

U R RRC s HA N T
o3 Kb ol 5 028 2y kel 8]
5 b e elee 1 0L8) (o S
o2 ya S Sl £ G 5 A8 L)
3 & el 30 Al ST e oLz dbis 45,
Sy Lalaly (A O s foypne 2
,\bf S Ol 55mme O

b el bgle o4l 5 ahi oy 53
L dl el N}c)\ﬂ})\f\ iy Kinsd
S o) Bl el Ll s G2 e Sl
sy SOl dg b sl

A1 51 s

o gy S5 dn 3 STUSS S (LUL
156 ol 53 ol Oy il ke O e
il g 5 O STN SUYI e S
35k Gast op e pom Y g N

f.‘l”)\ NTEYAIJV

G il s i 56 s ol Ol
Ol S5 pilas 135115 K p 05 6T
Sop 5 Lo Sl ke 0l A 51
Shle A Jo 3 Colin o5 bt 1
dls 5 SOl A el @6 a5y
o 4l a5 aniy b oo sty 80505 0
Vol Kes o s o B e 2 S
SN bl e gl Loy LN L Wl
GJSJ:—IKJ\ Q‘wLY\ Galal L';,.l\}a ;ﬁ:) o
%\:}{Joﬁp‘&;{&;m‘c;@

o) ) 5 A AL sl

Sop Ll e 5 1y 4S5 s s
S0y el allase 433*@.-3?:?-}\; Kl e
Ly O Gl K Compe 5 Coasi y 0 e

- @LW-J‘}"

dmy plol A5 Ko » I3 Kioge b
5 W) $1 56 S Jaak ) 4l ST

46

19

20

\o)
N

[}
w



26

Vol. 99: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1308-1309 A.H. (1890-1892) part I

BH00276

attained the station of acceptance, attention and nearness to
the Most Exalted Station, which is the station of presence and
proximity. Yet the Hand of Providence will seize him and, in
due time, will draw him to its loftiest heights. This is among
the hidden pearls concealed within the Treasury of Divine Re-
membrance. Thus did the Herald, the Primal Point - may the
spirit of all else be sacrificed for His sake - declare that all exists
for the sake of being mentioned but once in His presence. After
this matter was presented before the Throne of the Intended
One, these decisive verses were revealed from the Kingdom of
Utterance - exalted and glorified be His words:

5 “O Muhammad-Sadiq! We have mentioned thee before, and

at this hour with verses from which the mystics perceive the
fragrance of the mercy of thy Lord, the Protector, the Self-
Subsisting. Hearken unto the Call raised in truth from the
direction of ‘Akka, as a token of God’s grace, the Lord of exis-
tence. Cast aside what the people possess and take what thou
hast been given of this Announcement, through which differ-
ences have appeared among the various sects. Verily, thy Lord
is the Truth, the Knower of the unseen. Blessed is he who hath
heard My mention, the rustling of the Sadratu’l-Muntaha of
My grace, the flowing of the Kawthar of My utterance, and
the murmuring of the breezes of the dawn of My manifest and
impregnable Revelation. From this station, We send Our greet-
ings upon thee and upon thy wife who hath believed in God,
the Mighty, the Loving. We beseech God to aid her at all
times and to mention her in such wise that her remembrance
shall endure throughout the kingdom of earth and heaven. We
make mention of the two daughters and give them glad tidings
of God’s loving-kindness, the Mighty, the Beloved. We beseech
God to draw them all nigh unto Him and to open before their
faces the gates of grace and bounty. Verily, He is the Omnipo-
tent over whatsoever He willeth through His command ‘Be,’
and it is.”

This servant likewise maketh mention of each one and be-
seecheth from the Truth confirmation and assistance for them.
My God, my God! These are Thy servants and handmaidens.
I beseech Thee by Thy Most Exalted Word, through which
Thou hast created all things, to assist them in that which will
cause Thy Cause to be exalted among Thy servants. O Lord!
Thou seest them clinging to Thee and to Thy verses, and hold-
ing fast to the hem of the robe of Thy mercy. I beseech Thee
not to deprive them of the ocean of Thy generosity and the
heaven of Thy grace. Thou art, verily, the Omnipotent, the
Mighty, the Wise.
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 They made mention of the honored mother - upon her be the

Glory of God. After this was presented, He said: “O Nazim,
O thou who gazest upon the Countenance! We make mention
of thee and those with thee - the mother, the brother, the wife,
and those who are with them - and give them glad tidings of
the Most Great Favor from this Momentous Announcement.
We beseech God to ordain for thee and for them the good of
the hereafter and of this world. Verily, He is the Mighty, the
Generous. Say: Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having
remembered me and those with me through Thy mercy that
hath preceded existence and through Thy grace that hath en-
compassed all in the heavens and the earth.

We make mention of him who was named ‘Ali-Akbar and his
wife, and give them glad tidings of Our acceptance of them,
which nothing in existence can equal. To this doth the Lord of
creation bear witness in this exalted station. We beseech God,
blessed and exalted be He, to aid them, draw them nigh, and
open before their faces the gates of goodly deeds. Verily, He
is the Guardian of good deeds. There is no God but Him, the
Forgiving, the Merciful. The Glory from Us be upon you all.”

Another glad-tiding is that a most mighty and holy Tablet hath
been revealed from the heaven of grace and bounty specifically
for his honor Aqa Mirza Sadiq, upon him be the Glory of God.
This evanescent servant beseecheth and imploreth the True
One to confirm him in teaching the Cause, a service whose
mention hath ever been and shall forever be immortalized in
the Books, Scriptures and Tablets. We hope that he may drink
from the Kawthar of utterance and become a cup-bearer of the
divine wine. Verily our Lord is the Hearer, the Answerer.

I convey greetings and glory to the loved ones of that land,
and I seek divine confirmation that all may drink from the
chalice of unity and arise, united and in complete accord, for
the reformation of the world and the refinement of the souls
of all peoples. Blessed is the one who hath sanctified himself
from whatsoever pertaineth to the ways of savagery and the
deeds of the predators of the earth, and who hath adorned the
servants with kindness and care in that which will protect and
preserve them from self and passion. Command and bounty
and justice are in the hand of God, our Lord and the Lord of
the mighty throne. Praise be unto Him, for He is the Goal
of all Prophets and Messengers. Glory and remembrance and
praise be upon you and upon those with you and upon those
who have attained unto this most mighty Day and this most
great, most wondrous, mighty and impregnable Revelation.
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)
Date: 1308-04-29 [1890-Dec-12]

In the Name of Our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord!

All praise, thanksgiving, mention, glorification, tribute and
honor befit the Peerless Beloved, Who hath illumined the world
of existence with the light of justice. He is the Being through
Whose command absolute nothingness is adorned with the or-
nament of being. Exalted is His utterance and mighty His
proof! All glory and splendor rest upon His trustees, mystics,
and Hands of His Cause, whom God hath adorned with the
ornament of trustworthiness among all people and ordained
for them that which shall draw them nigh unto Him in all
conditions. Verily, He is the Self-Sufficient, the Most High.

The servant beseecheth his Lord not to withhold from all lands
the effulgent rays of the Orb of His justice and trustworthiness.
They who have cast trustworthiness behind their backs—these
cannot be truly accounted as human, nor befit its station and
rank. To this testify the Books of God, our Lord and the Lord
of the mighty Throne.

Thereafter, the letters of that beloved of heart descended like
the spring rain upon this evanescent servant—a rain that made
fresh the tree of being. Glorified be the loving kindness of our
Lord, His grace and His mercy that have preceded us from
every direction! Verily, He is the Source of good deeds.

After reading and reciting these, he repaired to the Most Ex-
alted Station and the Supreme Summit, and presented them
before the Countenance of the Lord of all being, both seen and
unseen. Thereupon the Ancient Countenance turned toward
the servant and spoke that which perfumed the world with the
fragrance of utterance. He spoke, and His word is the truth:

He is the All-Knowing Expositor
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O Trustee! Upon thee be the Glory of God, the Lord of the
worlds! We bear witness that thou hast attained unto that
which was inscribed by the Supreme Pen in His Books, Psalms
and Tablets, and hast quaffed the choice wine of utterance from
the chalice of His bounty, and hast held fast unto His cord and
clung to the hem of the robe of His mercy that hath preceded
all in the heavens and the earth. We make mention of thee
and those who have believed with a mention that attracteth
the world and adorneth it with that which draweth it nigh unto
God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O Trustee! Verily, He created creation to make them trea-
suries of His justice, repositories of the pearls of His Covenant,
dawning-places of His trustworthiness, and daysprings of His
religion. To this testify the dwellers of My celestial kingdom
and My realm of might, and those who circle round the Throne
at all times. He hath made the prison the circling-place of the
Supreme Concourse and the Most Exalted Paradise. Blessed is
he whom God hath enabled to achieve this praiseworthy deed.

O thou who standeth firm in My service! In most Tablets We
have enjoined the servants of God to observe trustworthiness,
religiosity, justice and fairness, and forbidden them from trans-
gression and immorality, commanding them to righteousness
and godliness. Yet this increased not the heedless save in loss.
Had the servants acted according to the will of God, exalted
be His glory, the earth would now be beheld as one adorned,
luminous and sanctified expanse.

Say: My God, my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Glory at its
most glorious, and all Thy Glory is indeed glorious. O God! I
beseech Thee by the whole of Thy Glory to adorn Thy loved
ones with the ornament of justice and illumine them with the
light of trustworthiness. Verily, Thou art the Almighty over
what Thou willest, and in Thy grasp are the reins of all things,
both seen and unseen.

This prayer was a treasure of divine loving kindness, first cast
upon the heart of the Seal of the Prophets—may the spirit of
all else be sacrificed for His sake—and then unto others. In this
prayer is found the Most Great Name, and He saith that were
the servants to know or recognize the station of this prayer,
they would assuredly strive to obtain it even by the sword. We
beseech the True One to open the doors of grace and bounty
through the key of His gracious Name. Verily, He hath power
over all things.

Your letters that you sent to this servant all achieved presence
and were heard. Praise be to God, from their words and letters
wafted the musk of divine love. What you mentioned regarding
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that distinguished person who has arisen wholly to serve the
Cause - you have spoken truly. Indeed, his like is rare to find.
All the friends and loved ones should arise to support him.
This is a deed that would not be manifest from anyone in days
other than the days of God. This is a great confirmation and
a great success.

O Amin! From the beginning of the Cause, regarding debts, a
firm and mighty ruling was revealed from the Divine Pen, and
we sent copies thereof to various regions, and likewise we sent
it to you as well. In no way was it considered as it deserved.
What was befitting was revealed. Blessed is he who reads and
hears and acts. By God’s life, the treasures of earth cannot
compare with what was revealed from the All-Giving Pen re-
garding this matter. Blessed are they who act, and blessed
are the fair-minded. Today all the friends of God must be trea-
suries of the pearls of divine attributes, for the hosts of virtuous
character are the mightiest hosts in the world. Blessed is the
soul who with these hosts conquers the citadels of hearts. We
beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to assist the people
of Baha to perform deeds from which will waft the fragrance
of His acceptance and the sweet scent of His good-pleasure.
Verily, He is powerful over all things.

O Amin! A great deed was manifested by that distinguished
person - they were and are mentioned in God’s presence.
Blessed are those souls who acted as he did. Love of gold and
silver did not prevent them from doing what the time required.
Assuredly, for any soul who acts for the sake of God in what
was mentioned, divine relief will encompass them and that will
become manifest which imagination and fancy cannot tread
upon and before which they will find themselves powerless.
O friends of God! We counsel you with that whereby your
stations and ranks will be elevated. Beware lest the events
of the world and its ornaments and bounties prevent you.
Verily your Lord, the Most Merciful, is the Counselor, the
Compassionate, the Generous.

5 Concerning the matter of religion, that which every fair-

minded soul would assuredly hold fast to hath been repeatedly
recorded by the Supreme Pen. His Holiness the Afnan, the
honored Haji Siyyid ‘Ali, upon him be the Glory of God, the
Most Glorious, was commanded to proceed to ‘Ishqabad for
the sale of properties and the payment of debts. By the life
of Our Purpose! Were they to act in accordance with what
they have been commanded, the gates of blessings and goodly
gifts would be opened before their faces, and God would exalt
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them among His servants through His Name. Verily, He is the
Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

The honored Afnans and the loved ones must all strive
earnestly to settle the debts. This is the day of service, of
earnest endeavor, of justice and fairness. As commanded, We
write again to His Holiness the Afnan, the honored Haji Siyyid
Mirza, upon him be the Glory of God, the Most Glorious, that
which will cause the manifestation of God’s grace and favor,
exalted be His Glory. The servant, throughout the nights and
days, beseecheth God, the Lord of the Throne and the Lord
of the Chair, and the Possessor of the heavens and earths, to
assist His Afnans in that which He loveth and is pleased with,
and to aid them to achieve that detachment whereby their
stations shall be made manifest among all possibilities. Verily,
He is the Mighty, the Bestower.

In truth, His Holiness the Worker, upon him be the Glory of
God, the Most Glorious, is a man of action; they have accom-
plished a great deed. Should the honored Afnans, upon them
be the Glory of God and His grace, be negligent in this matter,
it would cause great sorrow. In any case, I convey to all the
loved ones greetings and praise, glorification and exaltation, re-
membrance and glory. God, the All-Knowing, beareth witness
that they are forever remembered in my heart, and for each
one I have sought and continue to seek that which befitteth
the favor of God, exalted be His Glory.

The letter from the beloved of hearts His Holiness Ali-Qabl-
i-Akbar, upon him be the Glory of God, the Most Glorious,
was received. After presenting it, they said that he must not
be sorrowful at all, as these matters are dependent upon the
decree of God, exalted be His glory. Repeatedly have His own
kin first made declarations and with the utmost earnestness
made their requests, and after acceptance, recanted. And they
said: “O Ali-Qabl-i-Akbar, these matters have not and will not
cause sorrow. What causes the greatest sorrow are the deeds of
certain ones. Repeatedly in the Tablets hath this exalted word
been revealed: ‘My affliction is not My imprisonment, nor what
hath befallen Me from Mine enemies, but rather the deeds of
My loved ones who claim connection with My Being yet commit
that which causeth My heart and My pen to lament’

However, in view of the weakness of some, forbearance is neces-
sary, for if ones like you were to object, it would cause the fire
of hatred to be kindled. I truly say that patience and overlook-
ing are necessary in certain matters. The divine counsels and
heavenly exhortations are a mighty mirror for the sanctifica-
tion, detachment and ascent of the servants unto righteousness.
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And if after the appearance of this matter it proves ineffective,
silence is preferable.

In all the parties of the world these things have appeared. Con-
sider the Cause of the Seal of the Prophets, may our souls be
a sacrifice for Him. Not only men but women too became
apostates, including the sister of Umm-Salama, upon her be
the Glory of God, and five other handmaidens who clung to
the cords of the deluded ones and returned to their former
state. And since in these days the Sun of Truth is shining,
grace hath therefore taken precedence and giving and receiv-
ing have raised two banners from the right and the left. We
beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to protect all through
the hosts of the seen and unseen and to aid them to remain
steadfast in this mighty Cause.”

Praise be to God that beloved of hearts, namely His Holiness
Ali-Qabl-i-Akbar, upon him be the Glory of God, the Most
Glorious, is engaged in service and occupied with guiding peo-
ple. The work of teaching is a mighty matter and His Holiness
is successful therein. By the testimony of His Holiness the
Present One, may our souls be a sacrifice for Him, the dwellers
of the pavilion of infallibility and grandeur have also said that
he should never be sorrowful. His answer will be sent again. I
beseech God to manifest that which will cause the exaltation
of His Word. Verily, He is the Hearer, the Answerer.

As to the affairs of this prison, praise and thanks be to God,
all are well and healthy. Blessed be God, this year the Most
Great Prison hath been honored by numerous souls; from every
direction they have turned and arrived. However, henceforth
His Holiness should cause those who desire to attain the pres-
ence to remain where they are. The reasons for prohibition are
present; for the Cause, it is not free from harm. And they said
that if they act according to what was mentioned before, in
truth the reward of attaining the presence and meeting will be
recorded for them. Verily, He is powerful over all things. Glory
and remembrance and praise be upon you and upon them that
are detached and steadfast and firm and upright and standing
firm in the Cause of our Lord and the Lord of all who are in
the heavens and the earth.

The servant 29 Rabi’u’th-Thani 1308
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To: Haji Muhammad Ismayn Yazdi
Date: 1308-04-29 [1890-Dec-12]

Glory be to the Lord of the world, and thanks be to the Hands
of His Cause, and praise be to the Trustees of His House of
Justice, who, in their endeavours to raise aloft His Word and
exalt His utterance, have renounced themselves and all created
things, and are regardful of and tenaciously adhering to what-
soever will promote the Cause of God. We fain would hope
that there may appear from these chosen ones of God, who are
related to the Most Great Name, that which in the realm of
action shall be the king of deeds, and in the realm of speech
the prince of utterances. Through the benevolent exertions of
these souls, the world is radiant and luminous with the light of
justice and equity. Glorified be the majesty of God, our Lord
and the Lord of the Mighty Throne....

BRL__ATBH#32x, BSW+#09.10x

BHO08276

To: Aqa Mirza Mihdi, in Tabriz
Date: 1308-05 [1890-Dec]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him. His
is the creation and the command. He guideth and withhold-
eth, giveth and taketh away, causeth to die and quickeneth to
life, and He is the Ever-Living, the Manifest, the Articulate,
established upon the throne. He doeth what He willeth and
ordaineth what He pleaseth. He is the Mighty, the All-Praised.

Glory be unto Thee, O my God! Aid Thou Mihdi, who hath
emigrated from his homeland out of love for meeting Thee
and standing before Thy gate. O Lord! Ordain for him what
Thou hast sent down in Thy Book for those who are nigh unto
Thee among Thy creatures. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the
Powerful, the All-Bountiful.

9 He is the Helper
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5 The letter of Aqa Mirza Mihdi, upon him be the Glory of God
[...] was received by the servant in Jamadiyu’l-Avval 1308 [A
portion of the receipt which is marked with [...] in the text of
the Tablet has been erased in the original copy of the blessed

Tablet]
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BH10754

To: Aqa Siyyid Ahmad Afnan et al., in Istanbul
Date: 1308-05-07 [1890-Dec-19]

...0 my God, my God! I beseech Thee by the waves of the
ocean of Thy mercy, and by the pearls hidden in the depths
of Thy bounty, and by Thy Prophets and Thy Messengers and
Thy Books and Thy Scriptures, to aid me to remember Thee
and praise Thee, and to practice righteousness and godliness
through Thy care and Thy bestowal. Ordain for me the good
of this world and the world to come. Verily, Thou art the Lord
of all names, and within Thy grasp is the dominion of all who
are in the heavens and on earth....
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BHO01189

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aqa), in Port Said

Date: 1308-05-12 [1890-Dec-24]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Grandeur and the Power!

2 Praise, glory, thanksgiving and splendor belong unto Him

Who, blessed and exalted be He, through earthly and heavenly
means, has enabled those thirsting after true love to attain
the waters of reunion, and guided those seeking the presence
of Him Who conversed on Sinai to the most exalted station
and the loftiest summit. Glorious is His bounty, mighty is His

grace, pre-existent is His mercy, and there is no God but Him.
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My spirit be a sacrifice for your remembrance, your utterance,
and your steadfastness! Your letter, which is the dawning-place
of the inscriptions of the world of love, illumined like a lamp the
city of heart and soul with its light. In truth it was a helpful
assistant and trustworthy messenger, for it brought glad tidings
of your blessed self’s well-being, as well as the arrival of the
leaves of the Tree of Mercy. Perfect joy was attained, and
after its perusal and observation, it was presented before His
presence and achieved the honor of His attention, whereupon
these exalted words issued forth from the Source of utterance
and the Dawning-place of wisdom. His words, may our spirits
be a sacrifice for Him:

He is the Kind, the All-Bountiful!

O My Afnan! Upon thee be the peace of God and His loving-
kindness. Thou hast ever been and art still mentioned in the
presence of the Wronged One. The glances of love and bounty
have been directed toward thee, and the numerous Tablets that
have shone forth from the Dayspring of love and faithfulness
bear witness to that which hath flowed from the tongue of
utterance. We testify to that which thou hast mentioned, and
thou thyself hast borne and dost bear witness to the stations
and degrees of special favors. This grace and bounty shall
be made manifest both in the realm of creation and in the
kingdom of divine bestowal. Soon shall they who are nigh
unto God witness that which they were promised in the Book
of God, the Lord of all worlds. Be thou not grieved at anything.
Put thy trust in Him Who hath strengthened thee, caused thee
to know Him, brought thee into His presence, and enabled thee
to hear the call of the Wronged One in His Most Great Prison.
Say:

My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having shown me the
waves of the ocean of Thy utterance and caused me to hear
Thy most sweet call through the tongues of Thy Messengers
and Thy chosen ones. I beseech Thee by the fragrance of Thy
garment in Yathrib and Batha, and by the breezes of Thy Rev-
elation amongst mankind, to number me among such as have
aided Thy Cause, raised the standards of Thy guidance and the
banners of Thy utterance. Then open before my face, through
the key of Thy Most Great Name, the doors of bounty, mu-
nificence and grace. Verily, Thou art the Almighty over what
Thou willest. There is no God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise. O my Lord! Thou seest me turning toward Thee,
clinging to Thy cord, and hoping for Thy grace and bounty. I
beseech Thee not to deny me the pearls within the shells of the
ocean of Thy generosity, O Thou Who art the Possessor of all
existence and the Lord of the seen and unseen.
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We send Our greetings to those who are in thy presence, and
We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to protect them
by His sovereignty and to ordain for them that which befitteth
His grace and generosity. Verily, He is the Munificent, the All-
Bountiful. There is no God but Him, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.

Mention thou, on behalf of the Wronged One, the honored Ibn
and the leaves, each one of them, and illumine them with the
splendors of the Day-Star of the Cause. They have had and
continue to have permission to turn toward Him. Whenever
wisdom and timing require it, let them turn toward Him. We
beseech God to manifest that which is the cause of joy and the
source of gladness. Verily, He is the All-Bountiful, the Mighty,
the Great.

Praise be to God! Loving-kindness, compassion and mercy are
manifest and evident from every word. That honored master
has ever been remembered in the heart and concealed in the
human reality. I hope that this love may neither change nor
be altered - though it entered with mother’s milk, it shall not
depart with the soul. God willing, its departure has not been
ordained and never shall be. That which I have beseeched and
continue to beseech from God, exalted be His glory, through
nights and days and at every hour, has been and remains pro-
tection, bounty, wealth, and service to the Cause - which is the
greatest of divine bounties. I hope that through your presence
in those regions there may be manifested that which will lead
the servants to the stream of divine will and enable them to
attain that for which they were created. Verily our Lord is the
Almighty, the Powerful, and worthy to answer prayer.

To each of the kinsmen and visitors I convey greetings, praise,
glory and splendor, and I beseech God, exalted be His glory,
for eternal remembrance and everlasting favor for each one.
Verily He is the Fulfiller of needs, the Revealer of verses, and
the Lord of all names and attributes. Regarding what was
written about Aga Muhammad-‘Ali, upon him be the Glory
of God [Baha'u’llah], after it was presented, He wrote: “His
turning and devotion have attained the glory of acceptance,
as a favor from Us to My Afnan, upon him be My peace and
loving-kindness.” End quote. I convey greetings to the friends
of that land and beseech for them that which bears the renown
of the Beloved. Verily supplication is from the servant and its
answer from God, the Forgiving, the Merciful. Peace, praise,
remembrance and glory be upon you and upon those with you
and those who love you for the sake of God, the Lord of the
worlds and the Goal of all who are in the heavens and on earth.
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The servant 12 Jamadiyu’l-Avval 1308
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INBA31:151, AQA7#512 p.353b

BHO02652

To: Muhammad Husayn Bayk et al., in Bushruyih
Date: 1308-05-12 [1890-Dec-24]

I am the Answerer from the Most Sublime Horizon

O Ali! The vain imaginings of the people of the Furqan are
clear and evident to all, yet the people of the Bayan are seen to
be even more heedless. For twelve hundred years they cursed
one another over mention of the Successor and similar matters,
and issued verdicts for each other’s blood to be shed. Now
the same sayings of old and fresh imaginings have emerged
among those who count themselves among the people of the
Bayan. The world bears witness that this Wronged One has,
throughout the days and nights, reminded the servants of that
which leads to exaltation, ascendancy, detachment and the fear
of God, and has taught them. None of the deniers appeared
openly but remained concealed behind clouds and veils, yet
when the light of the Cause shone forth they emerged with
swords of hatred. Blessed is the soul that has rent asunder
the veils of names and clung to the Day of God and what
hath appeared therein. By God’s life! The former people are
recorded with God as being worse than the idolaters. Each day
they clung to some cause and uttered some mention, ascribing
partners to God. We testify they are among the most lost in
Our clear Book.

Convey My greetings to the loved ones. Verily We have men-
tioned them before and after, and aided them with a spirit from
Our presence. To this bears witness He Who speaks: There
is none other God but Him, the True One, the Knower of the
unseen. Say: O people of the earth! Cast away what ye pos-
sess, then turn your faces to the Most Sublime Horizon, the
place wherefrom the call has been raised that your Lord, the
All-Merciful, is the Almighty, the Supreme, the Self-Subsisting.
Say: The Day is come but ye recognize it not. The Hidden is
revealed but ye perceive it not. Take ye the Book of God with
His strength, then assist it with the hosts of utterance, a com-
mand from His presence. He is truly the Supreme over what
was and what shall be.
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Blessed art thou, for the Pen moves to make mention of thee
while the Lord of Eternity is in the Most Great Prison. Say:
Praise be to Thee, O Lord of existence, Who hath appeared
through Thy name, the All-Loving, for having remembered me
in Thy prison and revealed for me what no treasures can equal.
I beseech Thee to make me steadfast in Thy love such that
the doubts of those who have denied Thy proof, turned away
from Thy testimony, and disputed Thy verses which have en-
compassed the kingdom of earth and heaven, shall not cause
me to slip. The glory shining from the horizon of the heaven
of My manifestation be upon thee and upon those who have
acted according to what they were commanded in My pre-
served Tablet....
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Date: 1308-05-12 [1890-Dec-24]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the All-Glorious

2 Praise be unto the one true God, Who hath adorned the world
of being and the kingdom on high with the presence of the
perfect man, Who hath commanded justice that the very root
of the tree of oppression might be plucked from the earth and
returned to that which is meet and destined for it. Glory be
unto Him! Glory be unto Him! How great is His dominion,
how mighty His utterance! His consummate wisdom is mani-
fest and evident in all things, and the luminary of His Cause
shineth resplendent and ready above all things. Blessed is he
who hath turned unto Him, and blessed the helper who hath
arisen to render Him victorious, and blessed the supporter who
hath aided Him in the days of His imprisonment. And peace
and blessings be upon the Hands of His Cause who have tra-
versed the lands to exalt His Word, who have not violated
His Covenant and Testament, and who have attained unto the
choice wine of revelation in His days. These are among the
most exalted of creatures in His Book. The angels and the
Spirit pray for them by His leave. We beseech God, blessed
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and exalted be He, to aid them and assist them in a manner
befitting their connection to His firm and mighty Cause. We
are all, verily, among those who return unto Him.

May my spirit be offered up for your remembrance! Your es-
teemed letter from Baku and from other places hath shone
forth like a brilliant light and hath been the cause and means
of illumining this heart that was afflicted with the darkness
of sorrows. The mention and remembrance of the Afnan is a
true sustenance, for through it is strength imparted to one’s
being. We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to assist
His Afnan in a manner befitting His days. Verily, He is the
Revealer of verses and the Fulfiller of needs. After reading it,
we proceeded to the Most Exalted Station, and after attaining
presence and receiving full permission, all of it was presented
before the countenance of the Lord of the worlds and was hon-
ored to be heard. This is what the Tongue of the All-Merciful
uttered in the Kingdom of utterance - blessed and exalted be
His Word:

He is the All-Commanding, the All-Wise

O My Afnan! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness!
In view of the world’s lack of capacity, countless calamities
have encompassed the nations. This Wronged One hath in-
formed all of that which would protect and elevate them. The
outpourings of God’s Most Great Ocean have, in the days of
His Manifestation, been lavished upon all creation. God, ex-
alted be His glory, beareth witness that this Wronged One hath
desired naught but the triumph of His Cause, the exaltation
of His Word, and the guidance of all humanity. I speak the
truth, and for the sake of God do I speak: Today the people of
Baha must arise to aid the Cause, and with spirit and joy, with
wisdom and utterance, must revive and refresh those who are
withered and faded, turning them from that which they pos-
sess to that which God possesseth, and clinging to that which
draweth souls near unto Him.

Your honor and all the Afnan know well what the deeds of this
community were before and what they became thereafter. the
ungodly and the deluded ones among the people of the Bayan
have now, contrary to the past, outwardly clung to that which
leadeth to attainment and meeting. Jinab-i-Haydar-‘Ali hath
written that Hadi of Dawlatabad hath arrived in the Land
of Ta and on Fridays ascendeth the pulpit to commemorate
the tribulations of the Prince of Martyrs. In ‘Iraq, some have
engaged, without divine permission, in revelry and merriment
during the first of Muharram, conduct which is opposed to
all the peoples of the world. Until now some of that land’s
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inhabitants have imagined that this community, God forbid,
hath not and doth not love the Prince of Martyrs, peace be
upon him; nay, that their hearts are aflame with the fire of
hatred and animosity.

In truth this matter hath caused the stumbling of souls, for
they know not the bounty and grace that were manifested on
that Day. Moreover, these companions know with absolute cer-
titude that His Holiness hath arisen from the grave by God’s
leave; therefore the Concourse on High, the dwellers of the
All-Highest Paradise and the Supreme Heaven are all engaged
with Him in joy and gladness. In any case, while the veils
of ignorance and unawareness persist, one must adhere to the
customs of the people for the sake of drawing near and guid-
ing souls. Most people are ignorant, and this ignorance hath
resulted from lack of education. The turbaned ones in Iran,
devoid of justice, have uttered that which was born of fancy
and conjecture, and most are still unable to rend these veils
asunder unless divine grace assist them and deliver these poor
ones.

The people of the Bayan are observed to be even more veiled
than those souls. They themselves acknowledge that after
the Qa’im will come the Manifestation of Husayn, and all the
Prophets will gather beneath His standard. Nevertheless they
see yet deny, they witness yet recognize not. Indeed, the proofs
of truth are beyond counting, but hearing ears are lacking.
Those who were clinging to that which is rejected now make
show of that which is accepted. Deception hath reached such
a point that the pen is powerless to describe it.

This Wronged One hath, from the beginning until now, com-
manded all to perform such deeds as would guide souls and
draw them near, and hath dedicated two days of Muharram
to Husayn ibn ‘Ali, peace be upon him - the first by virtue
of the Primal Point’s deputyship, and the second in his own
right. Blessed is the soul that hath done what was commanded
in the Book. O party of God! Hold fast to pure morals and
praiseworthy deeds, for these two attract the hearts and minds
of the world. God, exalted be His glory, has in this Revelation
ordained these two as helpers and supporters. The people of
Baha must with complete determination hold fast to these two
and occupy themselves with the conquest of hearts and minds.
We beseech God, the Most High, to aid them and assist them
in that which will cause His Cause to be exalted amongst His
servants. In truth, the companions of love, upon them be the
glory of God, His mercy and His care, have attained to that
which hath had and hath no likeness or equal. We hope that
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henceforth they will behave toward all people as would a kind
and loving father and exert utmost effort in preserving a pure
and goodly reputation.

O ‘Ali, O Afnan! Make mention of all the friends on behalf
of the Wronged One and give them the glad-tidings of God’s
bounty and mercy. We beseech God to manifest through you
that which will cause the people of the world to become de-
tached. From the Land of Ta numerous petitions have ar-
rived, but he who stands in service hath shown submission and
contentment. No complaint hath been manifested from him;
rather, with complete determination he hath striven to prevent
these reports from reaching the Most Holy Court. Blessed is
he and happy is he. All the Afnan and friends must arise to re-
ward this rare and meritorious deed. Verily, God is the Helper,
the All-Wise, and He is the Enabler, the All-Knowing.

God is witness and testifier that from the deeds of him who
stands in service hath appeared that which causeth joy and
happiness to those near and sincere. This evanescent servant
saith: My God, my God! Take the hands of Thy Afnan and
Thy loved ones and assist them in the service of Thy Cause.
Thou seest them, O my God, holding fast unto Thee and unto
Thy Strong Cord. Send down, then, upon them the rain of
Thy mercy from the clouds of Thy grace, and open before
their faces the doors of Thy bounty and generosity. Verily,
Thou art the Powerful, the Commander, the Wise. In view
of the deed manifested by him who stands in service, it is
certain that divine reward shall reach this pure and holy deed,
and in this world and the next shall clothe this deed with
eternal honor and everlasting acceptance. Verily our Lord is
the All-Bountiful, the Generous. In these days, mention of this
praiseworthy deed hath repeatedly been heard from the tongue
of grandeur. Inevitably grace shall encompass, mercy shall be
bestowed, and the hand of power shall assist. Verily, He hath
power over all things. He answereth him who calleth upon Him
and giveth unto him who asketh of Him. There is no God but
He, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

2 Concerning what thou didst write about the friends in Badku-

bih, upon them be the glory of God, the Lord of Oneness, they
are truly aflame and mention of them hath been and is repeat-
edly made in the Most Holy Court, especially the teachers who
are the cause of the turning of the servants and their orienta-
tion toward the Source and Return. We ask and beseech God
to increase their determination and steadfastness in such wise
that they may become known and mentioned among the people
of the world for their service to the Cause. We beseech God,
blessed and exalted be He, to exalt His loved ones there and

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Lis s 5l Sk, ole L OL e it
1> dader 3 e b b o

e 53 pllae 13511, Th sl GBI Je L

33500 Sl ey Sule 4
Cu\wfﬁ\%uuj;ﬁww;\@;@
oxdte ) o sl o)) 51 sk e\.c Jal
Loy s g Slebl Cnss s 7B STy o
&odzl alhs o 5 GKE ar s o.\)f
e W O W= S IE T ST ol r\.c Cangn
,du\@x,\,wu,w,bfuwm
Ny, J}?'JHWJJLJJJ}‘ Jons| beﬂz U{
i ol Bl a5 (SIS 2 1

A B eSS sl S el -
;wﬂuﬁ:@’wf“““ﬁ/’w
aﬁ.\;écvhi\,&u} Sosl gl
&Lﬁ &MO‘L\L J J/\
S Sl eerers o c"(&\»’
K SISl el SO K8
Gy odd b sl fB Ol S Slen
A OB 1y i Al feas) § ol
&\JM‘@&}LA"):)J‘:“)&\)’L
s Ol ales $6 e JpF 5 ol
Cebis 0L 315 oL) o) 251 dLadl
bt b Y odd gl yy e Joaz) 3
)obiuﬁ%iﬁ;éﬁécé‘w

r}\),w\,d\dwma&ﬁ

4 e 45550 Uyl ol s &K
GRG 4 o5 s Sl 4l
ol cole s K 0l et
du\wfwua,‘a&w;osj

)\w\;b«};.\.ﬁwd%}ajsu
A\ﬂdWW‘jwﬁJ{Jﬂ)&b
K ;))ju /\ Ceds e\c Jb\ ut.‘iL‘ &LA
B O Ay SOk Bl e sl ST
2 al LA e o8l g STl )

62



13

15

Vol. 99: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1308-1309 A.H. (1890-1892) part I

BH11604

make firm their feet upon the path. Verily, He is the Mighty,
the Bestower. Within His grasp are the reins of all affairs and
in His right hand is the kingdom of the dominion of earth and
heaven.

Regarding what you wrote about the attention of Karbila’i
Qasim, upon him be the Glory of God, after presenting it they
said that in these days the cold weather and the turbulence of
the sea do not allow for travel, but permission has been granted
that whenever the severity of cold subsides, there would be no
objection to his turning towards the prison. This is what the
Wise Commander has ordained.

As for what you wrote concerning the stay of the beloved of
hearts, Jinab-i-Varqa, upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of
God, that he should stay for some time - truly today all must
be engaged in service to the Cause, and service to the Cause
is teaching. God willing, may all be assisted. They said: “O
Varqa! Upon thee be the Glory of God, the Lord of all beings.
God willing, thou art holding fast to divine counsels and, de-
tached from all else, art clinging to Him. This station is the
most glorious of stations and the cause of the turning of hearts
and faces. Praise be to God, thou hast repeatedly attained
His presence, meeting, vision and hearing. He verily will assist
thee and aid thee, and He is the All-Bountiful, the Generous,
the Forgiving, the Merciful.” The sons are remembered before
His face and are blessed with grace and mercy. We beseech
God to assist them in His remembrance, His praise, and His
service, the Mighty, the Exalted.

God willing, may that beloved of hearts make the servants
aware of the divine verses and what hath appeared from His
presence, and awaken them from the slumber of heedlessness.
In these days the servants are seen to be better than before;
most have intended to understand this Cause. Now that
beloved one must, while in that land, engage in guiding people
with the utmost joy and fragrance. They have repeatedly
made teaching conditional upon wisdom, lest something occur
that might cause the weak to waver. You have been present
in the prison and have seen and witnessed the wisdom with
which the chosen ones are commanded. It is hoped that all
the chosen ones in that land will hold fast unto wisdom and
act in ways that cause the nearness of the servants. Verily
our Lord is the Compassionate, the Generous. Please gladden
the eyes of Azizu’llah and Ruhu’llah, upon them be the Glory
of God, who are truly remembered in heart and tongue and
are visible before His face. We beseech God, our Lord, to
ordain for them what beseemeth His greatness, His favors, His
generosity and His gifts. He is verily the Hearer, the Answerer.
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God willing, these prayers will be answered. Verily our Lord
is the Forgiving, the Merciful.

Regarding what you wrote about the Afnan, Aqa Mirza Abu’l-
Hasan, upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of God, he has
arrived and attained the honor of presence and meeting, and
was honored at the feast the previous night. We beseech God
to assist him and ordain for him glory and wealth. He is verily
the Lord of all beings and He is the Powerful, the Mighty.

Concerning your request for permission to return and bring
one or two souls with you, after presenting it in the Most Holy
and Exalted Presence, it was honored with acceptance - may
my soul be a sacrifice for His favor. It is hoped that from your
honor will appear that which is befitting, so that its fame may
encompass the world and straighten the crookedness of this
faithless world. This matter is most precious and desirable,
and surely divine confirmations will assist and make it manifest.
He is verily the Generous, the Possessor of Great Grace.

Concerning what you wrote about the land of the Holy Shrine,
God willing, it will be arranged and accomplished. For nearly a
month or more during these days, the heavens have both wept
and lamented due to the heedlessness of the heedless ones and
the oppression of the oppressors. Therefore, the paths were
blocked and the ways forbidden. However, when divine grace
provides assistance and the paths and ways become temperate
through the spring breezes of the All-Merciful, your honor’s
instructions will be carried out. Verily our Lord is the Helper,
the Enabler, the Powerful, the Wise. Glory and remembrance
and praise be upon your honor and upon those who love you
and hear your words concerning the Cause of God, our Lord,
the Lord of the visible and invisible, the Lord of all worlds, and
praise be to Him for He is the Master of the Day of Judgment.

Regarding what you mentioned about sending trees and their
saplings and the hidden fruits therein, which in truth are the
very essence of mysteries - indeed these matters are worthy of
eternal praise and remembrance, for the purpose is the pres-
ence of the delicate, blessed, gathered fruits before the face
of the Intended One and His chosen ones, saints and servants.
Therefore, every person of capability should consider this ac-
cording to their ability, especially the Afnan of the Blessed
Tree, upon them be the Most Glorious Glory of God, who are
themselves related. Surely they have not hesitated and will
not hesitate in services that are in the name of the Truth, ex-
alted be His glory. We beseech God to assist them, exalt them,
strengthen them, and open before their faces the gates of grace,
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wealth and glory. Verily He is the Giver, the Forgiving, the
Mighty, the Great. And we beseech God, blessed and exalted
be He, to enable its supporter, its receiver, its sender, and its
bearer who takes and delivers to the place God has ordained
for its planting. Then we beseech Him, exalted be He, to or-
dain for the sender what befits His generosity and bounty, and
to make his remembrance as enduring as the endurance of the
trees and their fruits in the earth. Verily He is the Protector of
those who intend by their deeds and actions the benefit of the
servants and the prosperity of lands. Verily He hears the voice
of whoever calls upon Him and remembers whoever communes
with Him, and He is the Fulfiller of needs from before and after.
Verily He is the Single, the One, the Powerful, the Mighty, the
Unconstrained.
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To: Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi et al., in Beirut
Date: 1308-05-15 [1890-Dec-27]

...Know thou that religion is as heaven; and fasting and obliga-
tory prayer are its sun and its moon. We entreat God, exalted
and glorified be He, to graciously aid everyone who acteth ac-
cording to His will and good-pleasure....

BRL_IOPF#1.05x

BHO00159

To: Ibn Asdaq (Hand of the Cause) et al., in Mashhad
Date: 1308-05-19 [1890-Dec-31]

In the name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

God beareth witness that there is none other God but Him.
He hath manifested His Cause amidst His servants with such
sovereignty as no opposition or neglect could impede, and with
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such power as none in all lands could weaken. He hath spoken
before all faces, declaring: “The Promise hath come, and the
Promised One is He. He hath appeared with such authority as
none in the heavens or on earth can withstand.” He desireth
naught save the preservation of His creation and their drawing
nigh unto the court of His glory. Blessed are they who have
hearkened unto that which hath been raised up through the
will of our Lord, the Lord of the Throne on high and of the
dust beneath. Woe betide every barking dog who hath followed
his base desires and idle fancies. There is none other God but
Him, the Single, the One, the Powerful, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.

The pearls of praise and remembrance which were wrapped
in the garments of words and expressions became the cause
of true joy and spiritual delight. From their fragrance divine
ecstasy was manifest, and from their perfume eternal gladness
was attained. After the appearance of the delicate pearls of
love and affection from the shells of remembrance and utter-
ance, having sought audience, he presented himself before the
countenance of the Lord of all beings. After the appearance
of the luminary of permission, the entire letter was presented
and achieved the honor of His good-pleasure and acceptance,
for each word thereof testified to the devotion, orientation and
sincerity of that beloved of hearts. It is hoped that at all times
they may be occupied with service to the Divine Cause, that
perchance the heedless ones of the world may become aware
and those who have turned away from among the peoples may
be blessed with acceptance. In any case, after the letter was
heard, these exalted words shone forth from the Dayspring of
utterance, the Goal of all the worlds. His word, exalted be His
glory and sublime be His utterance:

In His Name, the One Who prevaileth over what was and what
shall be!

The Book of God speaks before the faces of all else, and with
the blessed word “The Promised One is come” does it herald.
By God! The rapture of His Revelation hath struck the Divine
Lote-Tree; its rustling is raised high, its murmuring is manifest
upon the rivers, and upon the seas appear the pearls of knowl-
edge and wisdom that from the beginning of creation until now
were hidden and concealed from the eyes of men. Like the sun
they have risen, like light they shine forth. Glory be to God!
The heedlessness of the factions hath reached such a pass that
the Truth, exalted be His glory, hath veiled the mysteries of
the Book.

Zion crieth out, Jerusalem is filled with delight, from the right
hand Mount Carmel proclaimeth: “O people of the churches!
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Kings and subjects waited for centuries and ages, and now
the Beloved of all existence appeareth before all faces, yet ye
are heedless. O friends! The true Friend is manifest and the
Luminary of bounty, by the will of the Sovereign of existence,
hath risen and shineth forth. Why have ye become heedless?
Are ye deprived of the Speaker of the Mount through poverty,
or through wealth have ye become negligent of this supreme
blessing?

The Dawning-Place of Glory is come, the Manifestation of
Beauty is come, mentioning His branches [shu’b] in every land
and calling all to the Kingdom of nearness and meeting. O
leaves and fruits of that Tree! The Wronged One is occupied
with your remembrance in the prison of Akka. Why do ye
tarry? The light of acceptance shineth from the Dawning-Place
of union—why do ye remain bewildered? Its light appeareth
like fire from the most exalted Standard, and its call is raised
above all else. O servants! Ye are the saplings of My bounty. I
planted you with the hand of loving-kindness and watered you
from the clouds of grace with that water which is mentioned
in every Book and recorded by the Pens of favor and bounty.
Now is the time to show forth your service, and the moment
to manifest your love. With divine power and celestial might,
aim ye for the ultimate goal and the supreme summit.

O My branch in Berlin! He Who said ‘I shall come’ is come,
and His signs of grace have encompassed the world. That peer-
less Friend is come, that incomparable Companion hath rent
asunder the veil. Hasten! Hasten! It is the time of attain-
ment. Come! Come! The hidden treasure is manifest, the
concealed store is apparent. The promises of the Books are
fulfilled and the signs of the Scriptures are witnessed. Deprive
not yourselves and remain not portionless.

O Ibn-i-Asdaq! Convey My greetings to the sacred land of Kha.
Say: O Mashhad! Forget not thy station. Through God’s grace
all the land of Kha hath been freshly adorned with the blood
of contentment. Exalted is this supreme bounty! Say: O land
of Kha! O people of the cities and regions! The Chosen One
is come with mysteries, that Hidden and Veiled One is come
with light and radiance. Today all things are enraptured and
engaged in joy, absorbed in supreme delight. Why are ye silent
and withered? The water whereby all things are made alive
floweth from the right hand of the Merciful One’s utterance.
Make mention of the loved ones on behalf of the Wronged One—
a mention that shall add to the Divine Lote-Tree and deliver
the entire world from aught else but the Friend, drawing them
unto Him and attracting them to Him.
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Gracious God! The people of God suffered themselves to be
killed rather than kill. During the events that came to pass,
they were the embodiments of utter meekness and even inter-
ceded on behalf of the murderers before the governor. Yet the
envy and hatred of the heedless only increased; this bountiful
grace held no value in their eyes and brought forth no fruit or
result. But on account of the meekness of the people of God
and their lack of any aid or helper, he who is the possessor
of armaments arose to redress the wrongs. Absolute meekness
yieldeth many a result and beareth many a fruit.

Now pride, wealth, heedlessness and error have deprived most
from justice and fairness. Outwardly justice is proclaimed,
while inwardly there is great agitation and pure oppression.
In the capital they have gathered several souls who outwardly
speak words from which the fragrance of love is diffused, while
inwardly they arrange dry wood for kindling the fire of hatred,
and the flames of self and passion and lies and calumny from
thence are continuous. Yet these souls consider themselves
aware and God heedless. Evil indeed is what they imagine. In
any case, these are the days for the revelation of what is hidden
in hearts and the betrayal of eyes. Soon will the recompense
of their deeds reach them. Verily He is ever watchful. There
is no God but Him, the Mighty, the Powerful, the All-Seeing.

2 The servant has presented thy letter and mentioned it before

the Countenance. We have answered thee with that from which
the fragrance of loving-kindness is diffused. We beseech God,
blessed and exalted be He, to assist thee and enable thee to
that whereby His Cause may be exalted among His servants,
His remembrance in His lands, and His name among His loved
ones. Mention thou the oppressed one to Ali, upon him be the
glory of God. Say: O Ali! The eyes behold the Tree and its
fruits and leaves and branches, yet deny them. Say: O people!
Fear God. The ocean is before your faces. Behold its illumined
pearls and manifest waves, and be not of those who broke the
Covenant and denied the favor of God, the Lord of the worlds.
O Ali! God willing, the answer to your previous petitions will
be graciously given. Verily He loves His loved ones and adorns
them with the ornament of His loving-kindness. He is indeed
the All-Bountiful, the All-Generous.

The effulgent rays of the Divine Luminary of utterance have
so encompassed all things that verily all are powerless and
incapable of reckoning them. From the earliest days until now
there hath been revealed that which appeareth difficult and
arduous to compile. That Beloved One and the fair-minded
bear witness unto that which hath been sent down from the
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heaven of the Beloved of all creation. In truth, the Kingdom of
utterance hath been revealed, yet minds and ears are wanting.
According to the divine command, what is now required are
those matters that conduce to fellowship and constitute the
cause of unity, and teaching with wisdom and utterance in
such wise as to remain somewhat veiled from view. For after
all that hath come to pass and been made manifest, though
this people have been slain yet have they in no wise retaliated,
nevertheless the malice of evil souls hath increased.

It is not known what they say concerning this matter and to
what pretext they cling. One of God’s loved ones was hanged
in the land of Sad and martyred, and afterwards his blessed
remains were burned, and in ‘Ishqabad they committed that
which caused the denizens of Paradise to break forth in lamen-
tation, yet the loved ones offered no resistance. As soon as
the ruler of that city arose to establish justice and execute his
judgments with equity, heedless souls abandoned truthfulness,
sincerity, trustworthiness and fidelity, and arose to censure and
persecute. Now the tyranny of the oppressors shineth even as
the sun. They oppress and rejoice, yet they perceive not. Soon
shall they receive the recompense of their deeds, for they have
to deal with the Just, the All-Wise. Verily He is the One Who
hath power over whatsoever He willeth through His word “Be”
and it is.

Glory be to God! This servant is amazed at what this Hadi-i-
Dawlat-Abadi is saying. From the beginning of the Cause he
had no knowledge whatsoever. He and Siyyid Muhammad and
their like acted solely out of desire for leadership, doing that
which causeth loss in this world and the next. Siyyid Muham-
mad Isfahani was one of the servants and accompanied Us from
Iraq. After his opposition became manifest in the Land of Mys-
tery, We banished him. Later it was heard that he called him-
self “Quddus”. In truth he was a fitting Quddus for this heed-
less party. As for Mirza Hadi Dawlat-Abadi, the Supreme Pen
hath repeatedly recorded mention of his transgression, heed-
lessness and denial. In recent times, in the Tablets that were
revealed, He summoned him that perchance he might present
himself and be attracted by the breaths of revelation, but no
effect was manifested therefrom. By the life of our Lord! He
acteth like those four false ones who are the inventors of spu-
rious laws and the builders of imaginary cities. Now consider
the heedlessness of this wicked soul who hath repeatedly cast
into hearts and minds enmity and hatred for the Lord of exis-
tence and the Sovereign of the seen and the unseen. He hath
witnessed the requital of the deeds of the former party, yet
he hath committed that which causeth the eye of certitude to
weep.
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It is incumbent and obligatory upon the friends of God, exalted
be His glory, who are the manifestations of justice and fairness,
to protect the servants from the vain imaginings of the former
party, lest they be afflicted anew. I beseech God to protect
and assist this party in such wise that they may regard all
else as non-existent and as naught, and arise with complete
steadfastness to exalt the Word.

The heedless souls possess not an atom of understanding, for
they have met or encountered various persons and have used
their words as proof to destroy the truth and establish false-
hood, despite His saying that no one should look to aught but
the Truth on the Day of His Manifestation. He emphasizes
greatly, lest on that Day they should turn away from Him by
clinging to the Bayan, saying - exalted be His mention: “I
have written an essence regarding His mention, which is that
He shall not be indicated by My indication nor by what was
revealed in the Bayan.” And yet the entire Bayan is adorned
with the mention of this Cause and was revealed specifically
for this Cause. That Holy Being repeatedly stated that what-
ever goodly mention appears in the Bayan was intended for
Him. Day and night He was occupied with the mention of the
Most Great Name. When the station of the manifestation of
this most exalted and blessed verse was reached, which was
revealed in the early days in the Qayyumu’l-Asma - exalted be
His mention: “O Remnant of God! I have sacrificed my entire
being for Thee and have wished for naught but martyrdom in
Thy love and crucifixion in Thy path.” In any case, I beseech
God to remove the soreness from eyes that all may attain to
that which they are deprived of today.

Mention was made of Mirza Muhammad Husayn, son of Fa'’iz,
upon him be the glory of God. After it was presented before
the Most Holy and Most Exalted Presence, this supreme ut-
terance was revealed - exalted be His glory: Praise be to God
that they have attained to the days through His grace and
have turned to that which all others have neglected. All this
is through God’s bounty and mercy. God willing, they shall
attain to the Divine Tablet, exalted be His glory. This servant
also conveys greetings to them and ever beseeches God for the
elevation of their station. Verily our Lord is the Powerful, the
All-Bountiful, the Answerer.

Mention was made of the friends. Praise be to God, the breezes
of revelation have seized them all, and after being presented
before the Most Holy and Most Exalted Presence, holy, lumi-
nous and blessed tablets have been revealed from the heaven
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of bounty. God willing, may they attain unto them and re-
ceive their portion and share from the hidden oceans within
the exalted words. Verily our Lord is the Generous Giver.

The souls that were mentioned in the letters of that beloved
of the heart, from before and before before, have all attained
to the hearing of the Lord of all beings, and it is hoped that
there may be revealed for all that which will bestow portions
upon the world and confirm them in their turning to God. I
beseech and implore God to grant the grace of true hearing,
for in truth whoever attained thereunto turned to God and
became occupied with that which beseemeth mention, praise
and attention. Blessed are they that hear and blessed are they
that drink.

Mention was made of the honored leaf Diya’ul-Hajiyyih, upon
her be the Glory of God. Several months ago, two Tablets were
sent specifically for her and the honored leaf Agha Shahzadih,
upon them both be the Glory of God. God willing, they will
attain to them. And now too it was stated that, God willing,
another Most Glorious Tablet which is the cause and means of
life in infinite worlds shall be graciously bestowed specifically
upon Diya’ul-Hajiyyih.

The decorative paper that was sent arrived and praise be to
God, it was honored with wondrous, sublime divine verses, as
the Hidden Words in Arabic and Persian as well as certain
other Tablets were written upon it. In truth, this paper was
honored with that for which all the papers of the world were
created and brought into being. Glory be to God! The divines
of Iran have not to this day attained to an atom’s weight of
understanding and knowledge, while paper has attained to it.

From what has recently been observed and estimated, nearly
a hundred volumes have been sent down from the heaven of
grace and bounty upon the peoples of earth and heaven. Nev-
ertheless, the divines of those regions are still reclining upon
the couch of vainglory - nay rather, they are sleeping - nay
rather, they are dead. The servant beseecheth His Lord to
raise up one through whom their heads may be lifted up in His
days. Verily our Lord is the All-Bountiful, the All-Forgiving,
the Most Merciful.

Mention was made of his honor Ibn-i-Shahid, upon him be
the Glory of God. After it was submitted to the Most Holy,
Most Exalted Presence, these sublime words appeared from
the Dawning-Place of Will. His word - exalted be His glory:

5 Ibn-i-Shahid has ever been and still is remembered. Whenever

We have mentioned Our loved ones, mention of him too has
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been sent down from the heaven of favor. In these days too,
should God will and desire it, a Most Holy, Most Exalted, Most
Luminous Tablet shall be graciously bestowed as a bounty from
His presence, for He is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.
End quote.

26 Mention was made of his honor Bujistani, upon him be the

eternal Glory of God. After it was submitted before the Seat
of Grace, these manifest verses were sent down from the heaven
of favor. His word - exalted be the pearls of His utterance above
similitude and comparison:

I am the All-Glorious, the Most High

Praise be to God, his honor ‘Ali has repeatedly attained to
the outpourings of the true Outpourer. We have sent down
upon him from the heaven of My utterance the verses of My
grace and bounty, that he may rejoice and be of the thankful.
This is My Book which We have sent down to him once again.
Verily he is God’s herald among His servants and the guide of
creation to His path, and he is the one attracted, the speaker,
the all-knowing. O ‘Ali! Nothing whatsoever escapeth thy
Lord’s knowledge. We heard thy call when thou wert present
before the faces of My loved ones. Verily thy Lord is the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise. He seeth and heareth, He commandeth
and judgeth, He doeth what He willeth and decreeth what He
desireth.

He who desired Me and soared in Mine atmosphere hath men-
tioned thee. We have mentioned thee in this perspicuous Book.
He beareth witness before all faces and speaketh, saying: O
people! The Day hath come - dominion belongeth unto God,
the Lord of the worlds! Beware lest the events of the world or
the affairs of those who have denied the Day of Judgment sad-
den thee. Say: O loved ones of God! He desireth to behold you
upon thrones, facing one another. Blessed is he who casteth
away what he hath and taketh what I have commanded him
from the presence of One mighty, faithful. Convey My greet-
ings from Our presence to the faces of those who are with
thee, both female and male. Verily thy Lord loveth him who
loveth Him and mentioneth those who have turned toward Him
with radiant faces. He is the All-Forgiving, the Most Merci-
ful. The Glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of My
bounty be upon thee and upon those who have recognized this
Great Announcement wherewith the All-Merciful hath given
glad-tidings in the Qur’an and by whose name the Books of
the Messengers have been adorned. End.
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This is what was sent down for Ibn-i-Shahid, upon him and his

son be the Glory of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. His

word - mighty be His utterance and exalted His proof:

He is the All-Knowing Witness f:l..J\ Bl

2 This is the Day in which He Who was hidden hath appeared,

and He Who was promised hath come, and He Who was con-
cealed hath emerged. Blessed is the servant who hath heard
and seen, and woe unto the heedless. Say: O people, fear God,
then open your eyes. Verily the Great News standeth before
your faces. Behold, and be not of the doubters.

We have remembered thee time and again, and have remem-
bered thy father who attained the supreme martyrdom in the
days of God, the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
The angels and the Spirit received him at his ascension, and I
am the All-Knowing, the All-Informed Witness.

When thou didst inhale the fragrance of My utterance and
didst gain illumination from the light of My verses in My
Tablet, say: Praise be to Thee, O my God, for having given
me to drink from the ocean of Thy bounty the Kawthar of
Thy grace, and for having caused me to turn toward the hori-
zon of Thy Manifestation through Thy mercy which hath pre-
ceded Thy earth and Thy heaven. I beseech Thee by the pearls
hidden in the treasuries of Thy Pen and the jewels concealed
within the shells of the ocean of Thy grandeur, to assist me
under all conditions to mention that which will draw Thy ser-
vants nigh unto the court of Thy glory and the carpet of Thy
holiness.

O Lord! T am he who hath taken none other but Thee for his
Lord, and hath chosen none other but Thee for his helper and
supporter. O Lord! Thou seest the trustees of Thy earth in
the hands of the treacherous among Thy creation, and those
who have turned toward Thee among the ones who have turned
away from among Thy servants. I beseech Thee by the waves of
the ocean of Thy bounty and the mysteries hidden in Thy Book
and Thy knowledge, not to disappoint me from that which is
with Thee. Verily Thou art the Almighty, the Mighty, the
All-Bountiful.

The glory shining from the horizon of My Kingdom be upon
thee and upon those who love thee for the sake of God, the
Supreme, the Mighty, the Chosen One.

This was revealed for Haji Abu-Talib, upon him be the glory
of God

In the name of the All-Knowing Lord
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The Sun of Truth hath called out from the horizon of the
heaven of utterance, summoning all to that which draweth
them nigh, benefiteth them and exalteth them. But the ears
of the servants, being polluted with false tales of old, are de-
prived of hearing, save whom God willeth. O Abu-Talib! Hear-
ken unto the eternal call with pure and attentive ears. If thou
succeedest in hearing, thou shalt witness all else but God as
non-existent, and shalt turn with all thy might toward the
horizon of the Manifestation.

Today the breezes of revelation have perfumed the worlds of
the seen and unseen, and the traces of the Most Exalted Pen
have encompassed all. Blessed is every hearer who hath at-
tained unto hearing, and every seer who hath been honored
with beholding and meeting. He who loved Me hath mentioned
thee; We have remembered thee in this Clear Book whereby all
things have spoken, and the Most Exalted Paradise. O people!
The Self-Subsisting hath come, and through Him the seal of
the choice sealed wine hath been broken. Turn ye and drink,
and be not of the heedless ones.

The Cause of God is more manifest than the sun in midheaven,
yet passion and desire have kept the servants far from the most
holy and exalted court. Say:

My God, my God! Withhold not Thy loved ones from the
ocean of Thy bounty and the sun of Thy knowledge. Thou
seest them, O my God, holding fast to the cord of Thy grace
and clinging to the hem of Thy mercy. Ordain for them that
which will draw them nigh unto Thee and acquaint them with
Thy straight path and Thy mighty Message. There is none
other God but Thee, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

O Lord! It behooveth the days and Thy Cause to be manifested
among the peoples with such power that neither the might of
rulers nor the ascendancy of those who have denied Thy right
and pronounced judgment against Thy trustees and the hands
of Thy Cause with such tyranny as hath caused every stone to
lament and every kernel to cry out, and the tears of them that
know to flow. Praise be to Thee, O Thou Who art the Goal of
the world and the Glory of those who are in the heavens and
on earth.

This was revealed for Shaykh Muhammad, upon him be the
glory of God

5 In My Name that is sanctified from all names

i O Muhammad, upon thee be My Glory! Today the outpour-

ings of the All-Bountiful One have encompassed all things, and
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the waves of the ocean of utterance are manifest and visible be-
fore the faces of the world. The path is clear, the proof is sent
down, mercy hath preceded, and bounty hath descended. Yet
the people remain veiled. The hand that was created to grasp
the divine Book is seen to seize unjustly the wealth of others
and to possess it. The ears and eyes have become two steeds
for the self and passion. Glory be to God! Impure deeds have
occupied all with that which profiteth them not and deprived
them of nearness unto God. They were created for the meet-
ing with Him and were brought from nothingness into being
for His service, yet they have become heedless of that which is
with God, being occupied with that which they possess. Say:
My God, my God! Cleanse the eyes of Thy creation from the
ophthalmia of vain imaginings and illumine their hearts with
the lights of Thy Name, the All-Knowing. O my Lord! Make
known to them Thy path and strengthen them in that which
Thou hast commanded them in Thy Book. Verily Thou art the
Powerful One Whom no might can frighten, no hosts can pre-
vent, and no power of those who have denied Thee, disputed
Thy signs, broken Thy Covenant and cast away Thy Book can
weaken. There is no God but Thee, the Self-Subsisting, the
Mighty, the Powerful, the Omnipotent, the August, the Great.

7 And this is what was revealed for His Honor Mirza Qasim Khan

Mustawfi, upon him be the Glory of God:

; In the Name of the Mighty Speaker

This Day hath no peer or likeness, inasmuch as the Ancient
Beauty is seated upon the Most Great Throne. The attraction
of His Revelation hath seized the worlds of the seen and the
unseen. Blessed is the soul that hath not been deprived by the
world and whatsoever is therein of ornaments, bounties and
colors, and hath not been kept back from drawing nigh unto
God. Say: O people of God! The Day is your Day and the
time is your time. Why do ye fear and of what are ye afraid?
Through the weakness of the servants, the leaders of the former
party seized the reins of all and occupied them with their own
desires. Through names they turned the people away from
the straight path - sometimes in the name of the successor, at
times in the name of the chief, and in the name of Shaykhi and
Bala-Sari and the Fourth Pillar they sent the helpless people
to hell-fire, as ye have all seen and heard and continue to hear.
Until now they are engaged in cursing God, exalted be His
glory, from their pulpits, and now again Dawlat-Abadi hath
caused the servants to descend from the loftiest heights to the
lowest depths through these same names.
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Say: O people of God! Abandon these names. Today that
which all servants, from the first to the last, have beseeched and
hoped to attain from God hath been made manifest. Blessed
is the ear that hath not been deprived of hearkening unto the
Word of God by the traditions, stories and proofs of the former
party. Say: O servants! With the finger of detachment and
reliance rend asunder the veils and adorn yourselves with the
ornament of the fear of God. What was the outcome of the
deeds of the former party and what did they achieve? Blessed
is he who hath cast them and their vain imaginings behind
him and taken what he was commanded from the heaven of
the bounty of his Lord, the Standing One, the Manifest, the
Speaking, the Mighty, the Clear.

Thus have We sent down the verses and dispatched them
unto thee that thou mayest be among the joyous ones, among
the successful ones, among the steadfast ones, and that thou
mayest say in all conditions: Praise be unto Thee, O Lord
of the worlds and God of all who are in the heavens and on
earth.

The names mentioned have been honored with the lights of
the Sun of Oneness and eternal praise and utterance. For each
name a Tablet was revealed and sent down from the heaven of
divine will. We hope that each one may attain unto new and
everlasting life through the verses revealed by the True One,
glorified be His majesty. Verily our Lord is the Gracious Helper
and the Merciful, the Compassionate. Mention was made of
those connected to you, and for each one a most mighty and
holy Tablet was revealed and sent down from the heaven of
the bounty of the Lord of all beings. Verily He giveth and
withholdeth, and He is the Mighty, the Unconstrained.

Convey my greetings and glorification to the loved ones of that
land and its surroundings. God is my witness that I have ever
sought and continue to seek the sealed wine for each one in the
Most Holy Court, that all may become intoxicated with this
everlasting wine and eternal blessing - an intoxication that in-
creaseth consciousness and understanding. Should man attain
unto the effects of this wine, he would consider all else but
God as non-existent. No occasion or station would remain for
the barking ones and the infidels. In these days the loved ones
of God must drink and give others to drink with hands of sin-
cerity and purity, of love and faithfulness. Verily our Lord
is the Mighty, the Powerful, and He is the All-Bountiful, the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Glory and remembrance and praise be upon you and upon
those who are with you and love you and upon every firm,
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steadfast, unwavering and upright believer. Praise be to God,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BHO00247

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)
Date: 1308-05-27 [1891-Jan-8]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

O God, my Adored One, my Object of worship, the Gracious,
the Merciful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise, the All-Forgiving,
the Concealer of faults, the All-Bountiful! Thou beholdest Thy
loved ones amidst heedless souls, and Thy sheep among wolves
who have denied the Day of Judgment. O Lord! Thou seest
the righteous among the wicked, and the virtuous among those
who have denied Thy Chosen Name. I beseech Thee by Thy
gifts and favors, by the lovers of Thy Beauty and the lights of
Thy horizons, to protect Thy chosen ones, then aid them with
the hosts of Thy unseen realm, and make them the ensigns of
Thy guidance and the manifestations of Thy power.

O Lord! Thou hearest the cry of them that are nigh unto
Thee and the lamentation of the sincere ones. I beseech Thee
by Thy radiant Light and Thy resplendent Cause to open be-
fore our faces the doors of Thy grace and bounty. Verily,
Thou art the Forgiving, the Compassionate, the Bountiful. O
Lord! Bless Thy loved ones and magnify those faces that have
traversed lands to exalt Thy Cause, Thy remembrance and
Thy praise, and who have been afflicted in Thy love with that
which caused the dwellers of the pavilion of Thy sanctity and
grandeur to lament. There is no God but Thee, the Omnipo-
tent, the Almighty.

The letter from that beloved of the heart arrived repeatedly,
praise be to God. The glad tidings of your well-being and
health brought renewed joy. All the letters bore witness to the
devotion, acceptance, steadfastness and service of that beloved
of the heart. After reading and observing, they were taken to
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the Most Exalted Paradise and presented before the counte-
nance of the Lord of all beings, attaining the honor of His
attention. Then the Tongue of Grandeur spoke these exalted
words, blessed and exalted be His utterance:

5 O Amin! Upon thee be the glory of God, His care and His

mercy. The servant in attendance submitted thy letters be-
fore His presence. Blessed art thou for having confined thy
affairs to the love of God, His praise and the service of His
Cause. We testify that thou didst hear and respond, and didst
succeed time and again in attaining that which God revealed
in the books of the past and future. Verily thy Lord is the
Compassionate, the Bountiful. He it is Who aided thee and
through thee set right the affairs of His loved ones. Thou hast
ever been and art still beneath the glances of His care, and
hast been a helper and supporter of His servants. God willing,
henceforth too thou shalt hold fast to that which causeth the
exaltation of His Word and the elevation of His station. We
testify that thou didst turn to Him when people turned away,
and believed in Him when most of the servants denied Him.
Say:

My God, my God! I am Thy servant and the son of Thy servant.
I beseech Thee to assist me in uniting the hearts of Thy loved
ones and setting right their affairs in Thy days. I testify, O my
God, to my poverty and Thy wealth, my powerlessness and
Thy might, my weakness and Thy strength. I beseech Thee by
the ocean of Thy mercy and the heaven of Thy wisdom to aid
me in that which Thou lovest and art pleased with. Then I
beseech Thee, O God of Names and Creator of heaven, by Thy
Most Great Prison and Thy tribulations among the nations,
and by Thy utterance through which Thou didst subdue the
world, to make me a banner of Thy Name and an ensign of
Thy love. Verily Thou art powerful over what Thou willest,
and in Thy grasp are the reins of all affairs. There is no God
but Thee, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

Convey My salutations and glorification to the faces of My
loved ones who have spoken in My praise and have arisen to
serve My Cause, and whom the names have not prevented
from turning to My countenance and clinging to the hem of
My mercy. We beseech God to keep all steadfast in service to
the Cause in such wise that all that is possessed by men shall
not prevent them from drawing nigh unto God and turning
to Him. These are the companions of the Ark of God that
were mentioned before. They must engage in guiding human-
ity with utmost joy and fragrance, wisdom and utterance. O
Amin! T say in truth that wisdom consists in deeds that guide
the servants to the court of the Friend. In some lands they
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have done that which hath caused the servants to become re-
mote and to flee. We counsel all to love, mercy and fellowship.
Verily He is the Lord of creation, the Merciful to His servants,
the Protector of lands. There is none other God but He, the
Commander in the beginning and in the end.

Praise be to the one God Who granted success and made that
noble person the center of service for His loved ones, upon
whom be His glory and praise. This servant has ever beseeched
and continues to beseech that He may cause that beloved one
to attain all the bounties of His days and make him the cause
of agreement and unity. He is the Powerful, the Helper.

Mention was made of the honored beloved, His Name Jamal,
upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of God, and likewise their
degrees of devotion, arising and steadfastness were recorded.
After being submitted to His presence, these verses were re-
vealed - exalted be His glory:

O Amin! Upon thee be My glory! Convey My glorification to
My Name Jamal and give him the glad tidings of the effulgences
of the light of God’s grace, exalted be His glory. As thou
didst mention, Jamal, upon him be the glory of God, the Self-
Sufficient, the Most High, hath given his wealth, family and
children in the path of God and wishes to surrender them to
thee. In truth this is a beautiful mention, for the purpose is
spending in the path of God, exalted be His glory. Blessed is
he. This deed of his was accepted before the Throne. Praise
be to God, he hath ever been and continues to be engaged in
remembrance, praise and service to the Cause.

This servant conveys glorification and glory to them, offers
salutations and praise, and beseeches God, exalted be His glory,
for that which will cause the exaltation and elevation of His
Word. Praise be to God, his honor has been and continues
to be engaged in remembrance, praise and service. We be-
seech God, blessed and exalted be He, to protect his honor
with the hosts of the invisible and visible realms. Verily He is
the All-Bountiful, the Kind, the Forgiving. The payment for
the feast which he and Qurratu’l-‘Ayn Hubbu’llah, upon him
be the glory of God, gave has been received and God willing
the means for a feast before the Throne of the Lord will be
prepared. Verily He is the Gracious, the Generous.

2 Mention was made of Aqa Mirza ‘Ali Khayyat, upon him be

the glory of God. After being submitted to the Most Holy
Court, these verses were revealed from the heaven of the grace
of the Manifestation of clear proofs - exalted be His glory:
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He is the Expositor, the All-Knowing ﬁu\ ;;\,.\\ 5

O Ali, after Mirza! The call hath been raised from the prison of
AKkka in such wise that the hearts of kings and rulers have been
stirred thereby. The breezes of revelation have seized them.
We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to aid them and
strengthen them to champion His mighty and glorious Cause.
Yet the lamp is amidst tempests, as testifieth He with Whom
is the knowledge of the former and latter generations. O Ali!
The Trusted One hath made mention of thee and of thy ardor
and thy service in My path. We make mention of thee in this
perspicuous Book. Say: Praise be unto Thee, O Desire of the
world and Lord of the nations, for having remembered me in
the prison and guided me to Thy straight path. Blessed art
thou for having sought the ultimate goal and attained that
which God hath sent down in His mighty Book. Thus hath the
tongue of grandeur spoken and called all to the Mighty, the
All-Praised.

5 This servant likewise conveyeth greetings and glory unto him,

and I beseech God, exalted be His glory, to adorn him and all
the loved ones with the ornament of wisdom, that all may hold
fast unto it and with heart and soul seek the supreme horizon.

And as for the mention made of the spiritual friend, Jinab-i-
Aqa Mirza Ali-Asghar (Isku’i), upon him be the glory of God,
verily he speaketh in remembrance of the Truth and is ablaze
with the fire of love. After presentation at the Most Holy
and Most Exalted Court, these manifest verses were sent down
from the heaven of bounty of the Manifestation of clear signs.
His word, exalted be His majesty, universal be His favors, and
glorified be His remembrance:

He is the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful!

O Amin! Upon thee be the manifest light! The fire of divine
love hath warmed the world of being, and the effulgences of
the Sun of Revelation have shone forth from every direction.
Say: Come, O ye who are endowed with insight! Say: Come,
O ye who are possessed of vision! Be fair, O dawning-places
of equity and manifestations of justice, in that which hath
appeared in truth. Justice is a great gift of God, exalted be
His glory. Blessed are they who have attained thereunto, and
woe unto the heedless! O Mir Ali-Asghar! Upon thee be the
most resplendent light of God! Hearken unto the melodies of
the Dove of My utterance and the warbling of the Nightingale
of My praise. Verily it will draw thee to a station wherein
thou shalt behold naught save the effulgences of the Light of
My Cause, the firm, the impregnable. Thou hast attained
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unto My mention aforetime, which when it flowed from the
tongue of My grandeur, all things proclaimed: By God, there
hath appeared that the like of which hath never appeared in
creation! To this beareth witness the Lord of invention in
this wondrous, this glorious moment. Say: O concourse of the
opposers in the Bayan! Be fair in God’s sight concerning that
which hath appeared in truth, and follow not the imaginings of
those who have disbelieved in the Day of Judgment. The Day
is come, yet the people are in grievous blindness. Blessed art
thou for having turned toward the supreme horizon when every
heedless doubter turned away therefrom. We bear witness that
thou didst hear what was raised from the prison of Akka and
didst turn unto it when the servants turned away, save whom
God willed, the Mighty, the Powerful.

O Mir-Qabil-‘Ali! Hearken unto the everlasting Call of God.
Verily it attracteth thee even as it attracted the hearts of them
that are brought nigh. Say: The Glory of God speaketh not
of His own desire, but rather by that which is commanded
by God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. I was still, and the
hand of Will moved me; I was asleep, and the breathings of
the Lord of creation awakened me; I was silent, and the Will
of God, Lord of all worlds, caused me to speak. Say: Fear ye
God, O people, and deny not Him through Whom the Trump
was sounded, and the Speaker of Sinai spoke, and the hidden
mysteries in God’s Books, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy, were
revealed. O Amin! Send unto him the breathings of revelation
that they may attract him and draw him nigh unto the Peerless,
the All-Informed. Verily thou hast mentioned him, and We
have mentioned My loved ones in the Land of Ta in such wise
as cannot be equaled by all the books of the world. To this
beareth witness this wondrous Book. The Glory shining from
the horizon of the heaven of My mercy be upon them and
upon those who have taken the chalices of mystic knowledge
and drunk therefrom in My Name which God hath made the
Point of Adoration for all names and the Dawning-Place of His
Cause for all who are in the heavens and on earth.

Make mention of the loved ones in the Land of Ta on behalf
of the Wronged One. They have attained unto My mention
before and after, and among them is he who was named Mihdi,
whom thou didst mention in thy pages. We beseech God to
preserve him and assist him to serve His Cause. Verily He is
the Protector of the sincere ones. Praise be to God, the Lord
of the worlds.

Divine verses have been revealed in such measure as transcen-
deth computation and is sanctified from limitation. It is hoped
that the men of this age will arise with perfect determination
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to educate mankind - an arising that is sanctified from sitting
down and from alteration. Verily God, our Lord, is powerful
over all things.

As to what was written concerning the spiritual friend, his
honor Aqa Siyyid ‘Ali (Khalaj-Abadi), upon him be the Glory
of God, after being submitted before the Ancient Beauty, this
conclusive command was revealed, these are His - exalted be
His glory - words:

Whatsoever the consultation of them that are brought nigh
and the sincere ones approveth, and that which your honor
deemeth advisable, may be carried out. Likewise these sub-
lime words were revealed from the Dawning-Place of bounty,
the Source of verses - exalted be His utterance: His honor
Siyyid ‘Ali, upon him be My Glory and My favor, hath turned
and hath attained unto that which is the foremost station in
the book of the world and the highest rank in the scroll of
nations. We testify that he hath turned and attained and won
that which the honored servants have won, and hath heard the
Call of the Wronged One, and hath witnessed that which God
hath witnessed, that there is none other God but Him, the Pro-
tector, the Self-Subsisting. Convey My greetings unto him and
illumine him with the lights of My wondrous utterance. The
resplendent and gleaming Light be upon My loved ones who
have not broken My Covenant and My Testament and have
acted according to that which was enjoined upon them in My
perspicuous Book.

Time and again, repeatedly, that loved one attained to the
remembrance of God, His eternal grace and everlasting bounty.
Well is it with thee and blessed art thou! The beloved of the
heart, His honor Haji Mirza Haydar-‘Ali, upon him be the Most
Glorious Beauty of God, God willing, will succeed in guiding
the people. They were instructed to move about those lands
with wisdom for a time and then return to the land of Ta. His
presence in the land of Ta is, in wisdom, more conducive to
acceptance before God, the Lord of the Mighty Throne. From
the earliest days until now, he has been and remains steadfast
in service and holding fast to the cord of God’s Cause. We
beseech God to manifest through him that which will draw
the servants nigh unto the Dawning-Place of His signs and
acquaint them with His straight path. In truth, the service of
that loved one is most great, for he must needs occupy himself
with setting aright the affairs of the friends according to the
Most Exalted Command, as indeed he does. The purpose of
the journey of the beloved of the heart, His honor Haydar-‘Alj,
upon him be God’s eternal glory, to the region of Kha is that
certain souls who have previously intended to turn toward the
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Most Exalted Horizon might attain to the station of supreme
steadfastness.

The spiritual loved ones, their honors Nayyir and Sina, upon
them be God’s most luminous light and most resplendent glory,
they too have turned toward those regions. Mention of them
has been and continues to be made in the Most Holy Court.
Certain holy Tablets have been revealed from the heaven of
the Will of God, exalted be His glory, specifically for those
souls who have made request. God willing, these will be sent
hereafter. Their deeds and mention have all been recorded
before the Lord, exalted and sanctified is He. On one occasion
these blessed supreme words flowed from the tongue of the
Lord of all beings, exalted be His utterance: “Verily they have
drunk the wine of love from the cup of My bounty and have
attained unto My remembrance and praise. Upon them be
My glory and My loving-kindness and My mercy which has
preceded all who are in the heavens and the earth.”

26 And mention was made of the spiritual loved one, his honor

Aga Mirza Mu’min, upon him be the Glory of God. After it
was presented before His countenance, He said: “We beseech
God, blessed and exalted be He, to protect him and those
with him and to make mention of them in such wise as will
cause their deeds to endure on this straight path and mighty
announcement.”

In these days the letter of the beloved of the heart of His Honor,
Ibn-i-Ismu’llah al-Asdag—upon them both be the Most Glori-
ous Baha of God—hath reached this servant, and previously
as well mention of him had repeatedly been made. Praised be
God, he standeth fast in service and holdeth firmly unto what-
soever God willeth. Time and again there was heard from the
Blessed Tongue, concerning him, that which causeth joy unto
the near ones and the sincere. The Tablets which that beloved
of the heart had requested especially for certain of the friends
have been sent down from the heaven of the divine Will. It is
hoped that the receptive ones, despite the deniers, may drink
of the sealed wine and hold fast unto that which beseemeth the
Days of God. The most holy and exalted Tablet which was re-
vealed from the heaven of the will of the Lord of mankind in
the name of the spiritual loved one, Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza ‘Abdu’l-
Bagi—upon him be the Baha of God—was dispatched, that,
God willing, they may drink from the Kawthar of the utter-
ance of the Desire of all the worlds that which is the cause of
everlasting life.

And as to what they had written concerning the letter of the
spiritual loved one, Jinab-i-Haji Aga—upon him be the Baha
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of God—after it had been presented in the Most Holy and
Inviolable Presence, these blessed words were revealed. He,
verily, is the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting.

“O thou who art mentioned! Hearken unto the call of the
Wronged One. Verily, it draweth thee nigh unto God, the Lord
of lords, and attracteth thee unto a station wherein naught is
heard save the remembrance of God, the Mighty, the Powerful,
the Bestowing. O Haji Aqa! Thy remembrance is the remem-
brance of one who arose to serve Me and turned unto Me when
My servants turned away from Me. We have remembered thee
with that whereby they who are near unto God perceive the
fragrance of the loving-kindness of God, the Lord of mankind.
Verily, We exhort thee and those who have believed unto that
which is seemly and unto that whereby your remembrance shall
abide in the Book of God, the Dayspring of lights, when thou
hast attained unto My verses and inhaled the fragrance of My
utterance.”

Say: My God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having guided
me, and enabled me, and strengthened me, and taught me,
and made me to know Thee. I beseech Thee by the sanctity
of Thy Being and the detachment of Thine Essence from all
else besides Thee to ordain for me that which befitteth the
heaven of Thy generosity and the ocean of Thy bounty. Thou
art verily the Almighty, the All-Glorious, the All-Forgiving.

This servant beseecheth God - exalted be His glory - on behalf
of each of the sincere ones and those who have turned towards
Him, for that which hath no likeness or equal.

My God, my God! Aid Thy loved ones to turn their faces
toward the light of Thy countenance and to cling to the hem
of Thy mercy. Thou art verily the One Who hath power over
whatsoever He willeth. There is none other God but Thee, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

The funds sent by them for the transcription of the divine
Books, as well as the ornamented, embellished and gilded pa-
pers have arrived, and his honor, the Pride of Scribes, His
Holiness the Name of God Zaynu’l-Mugarrabin, upon him be
the Glory of God, the Most Glorious, is engaged in transcribing
them. God willing, they will arrive. In truth, this matter too is
reckoned as service to the Cause of God, and if they are able to
send repeated supplies of paper, it would be acceptable in the
sight of God and adorned with the glory of His good-pleasure.

In these days mention was made in the Most Holy Court of
the spiritual friend who stands ready to serve, regarding His
Holiness the Afnan, Haji Siyyid Ali, upon him be the Glory
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of God, the Most Glorious, who, in accordance with the com-
mand, hath proceeded to the City of Love for the sale of proper-
ties and the payment of debts. Firm and mighty decrees have
been issued to all the friends that they should strive to the
extent possible in his affairs - that is, he who stands ready to
serve - and should endeavor to rectify whatever hath transpired.
Although at one time they said: “O servant in attendance! The
recompense and reward for the deeds of him who stands ready
to serve rest with God, exalted be His glory” In truth, that
which hath been manifested from him hath few equals. His
deed shall never be erased from the Book of God. Verily, He
doth not suffer the reward of the doers to be lost. And they
said that all the Afnans should arise to do that which befitteth
his deed. Although God, exalted be His glory, hath been and
is the Helper, yet every soul must manifest his own service.
Thus hath My tongue spoken in the kingdom of My utterance,
as a mercy from My presence, and He is the All-Bountiful, the
Most Generous.

35 Thanks be to God, mention of them hath repeatedly issued

from the Tongue of Grandeur. The servant beseecheth his
Lord to aid him and ordain for him every good thing which He
hath sent down in His perspicuous Book.

O spiritual friend, Jinab-i-Aga Muhammad Hasan, upon him
be 966 [Baha'u’llah]. As commanded, convey greetings. Sev-
eral rings adorned with the Greatest Name should be sent.
This is from the bounty of our Lord upon him. Verily, He is the
All-Bountiful, the Generous. Likewise, as commanded, convey
greetings to His Honor, the revered beloved, Ismu’llah Jamal,
upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of God; and His Honor,
the revered beloved, Jinab-i-‘Ali-Qabl-i-Akbar, upon him be
the Most Glorious Glory of God; and the beloved of the heart,
His Honor Ibn-i-Abhar, upon them both be the Most Glori-
ous Glory of God. God willing, wondrous, exalted and sacred
Tablets will descend from the heaven of bounty and be sent in
the future.

This servant conveys greetings, praise, glory and splendor to
each of these gentlemen, and begs for their steadfast and un-
wavering confirmation. Verily, He is the Hearer, the Answerer.
Glory, remembrance and praise be upon your honor and upon
those who are with you and who love you for the sake of God,
the Lord of the worlds.

The servant 27 Jamadi’ul-Avval 1308
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To: Aqa Muhammad Rida Nahhas (Nazareth), in Nablus
Date: 1308-06 [1891-Jan]

He is God, exalted be His glory, His majesty and His power!

Praise be unto the peerless Lord, Who is worthy and deserving,
Who hath adorned the lands of holy and tranquil souls with
the flowers of knowledge and wisdom through the rain of His
mercy and utterance. His will hath no impediment and His
purpose no veil or barrier. His is the praise and the glory, and
His the remembrance and the splendor, for having illumined
the hearts of His sincere servants with the light of His knowl-
edge and adorned them with the ornament of His sanctification
and holiness. He is the Self-Subsisting, to Whose power and
dominion the tongues of His servants and creation bear wit-
ness. There is none other God but Him, the Single, the One,
the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

And blessings and peace be upon His Beloved One, the
Dawning-Place of His knowledge and the Dayspring of His
verses, and upon His family and companions, through whom
the call was raised and the banner of unity was planted in the
world of creation - blessings that the passage of time cannot
alter. Verily, He is the Mighty, the Bestower.

The servant perceived the fragrance of your letter before its
appearance and arrival. This testifieth and will continue to
testify to the loftiness of your love and the excellence of your
affection in God, the Lord of the Throne and earth, the Master
of the hereafter and the former times.

O beloved of my heart! Your words have stirred me and your
utterances have gladdened me. After reading and reciting, I
approached a place that God hath sanctified from the idle fan-
cies of heedless creatures. When I arrived, I presented what
was in your letter, whereupon the Master - may our souls be
sacrificed for His sake - spoke:

i “O thou who art mentioned before the Wronged One! We have

heard thy call and perceived from thy letter the fragrance of
sincerity and supplication unto God, the Self-Sufficient, the
Most High. We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to
adorn thee in all conditions with the ornament of righteousness
and fear of God, to protect thee from the evil of enemies, to
give thee to drink at all times from the cup of recognition,
and to ordain for thee from the Pen of Destiny that which
will draw thee near unto Him and assist thee in that which
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thou hast been commanded in His Book. Verily, He is the
Almighty Whom the veils of the deluded cannot hinder, nor
the imaginings of the heedless. There is none other God but
Him, the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O Rida! Upon thee be My peace. Thou art ever remembered
in the gathering of the captives. Blessed art thou for having
drunk the choice wine of certitude and utterance in praise of
God, the Lord of the worlds and the Goal of all peoples. We
beseech Him, exalted be He, to open before thy face the door
of His bestowal, to rain down upon thee from the clouds of His
generosity the showers of His bounty and the outpourings of
His mercy, to protect thee with the hosts of power and might,
and to assist thee in good deeds. Verily, He is the Guardian
of good deeds and the Revealer of verses. There is none other
God but Him, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.”

Praise be to God that the glad tidings of that spiritual
beloved’s health and well-being arrived and became the cause
of joy and delight. God is witness that I have ever been
thinking of you and have ever beseeched the Self-Sufficient,
the Most High for your well-being. However, since you have
been in the service of Jinab-i-Amin - upon him be God’s peace,
protection and mercy - complete assurance and certitude was
attained. I beseech God, exalted be His glory, to preserve
and protect him, to strengthen him through His might and
exalt him through His loving-kindness. Moreover, mention
of him was heard at times from the Master’s tongue. Surely
this mention must have an effect in the world. We beseech
God, blessed and exalted be He, to send down upon him

from the heaven of His grace the rains of blessing and favor.

Verily, He is the Lord of creation and in His grasp are the
reins of all who are in the heavens and on earth. The gift that
was sent in their name has arrived. Praise be to God Who
hath manifested from His presence that which indicateth His
love and affection. Think not that there was any hesitation
in accepting what was sent. Nay, by the very Self of the
Lord, this servant beareth witness that it was accepted with
supreme acceptance. The gaze of them that are endued with
certitude is fixed upon love and purpose and the sender, not
upon aught else. Love hath its aspects and stations. It is the
teacher of hearts and souls and the revealer of mysteries. And
since this deed was adorned with the ornament of love, its
acceptance transcendeth all acceptance and is approved by
His loved ones and chosen ones.

Concerning what you wrote about this servant’s intention to
gather the means for the garden remaining firm and steadfast
- this is among the aspects of love, for when a hundred cometh,
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ninety is also with us. When love is established, its conditions
and effects are present. This condition can never be separated
or divided from that which is conditioned by it. We beseech
God, blessed and exalted be He, to preserve you and draw you
nigh. Verily, He is the Lord of grace and confirmation, the
Helper of them that do good amongst His servants, and the
Ultimate Goal of them that know in His kingdom.

The apple of my eye, his honor Aqa Mirza Mustafa - upon
him be 9 6 6 [Baha'u’llah] - hath repeatedly made mention of
you. Indeed, each of the existing chosen ones hath made and
continueth to make mention of you, and all beseech from God,
exalted be His glory, whatsoever constituteth the supreme lad-
der for ascent and exaltation. Verily God is the Generous Giver.
Nothing escapeth His knowledge. He doeth what He willeth
and ordaineth what He pleaseth. He is the Mighty, the Pow-
erful, the Omnipotent. Peace and remembrance and mercy be
upon you and upon God’s righteous servants. Praise be to
God, the Lord of the worlds.

The servant, 9th of Jamadiyu’th-Thani 1308

2 Since they had inquired about the previously sent grape vines,

the grape vines that were sent as gifts - as their cuttings arrived
here dried up - therefore remained barren and unfruitful.
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To: Haji Mirza Muhammad Ali Afnan, in China
Date: 1308-06-09 [1891-Jan-20]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Praise be sanctified above all that hath been and shall be, be-
fitting that Self-Subsisting Lord Who, through the light of His
creative Word “Be!”; hath enabled sheer nothingness to attain
the mantle of existence. The blessed word “and it is!” hath
been and ever shall be a witness to this manifest and resplen-
dent power. The convulsions of the world and the oppression
of nations have neither prevented nor deterred Him from His
purpose, though at times, in accordance with the requirements
of consummate wisdom, the manifestations of grace and favor
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are made to pause. And since most have no access to the City
of understanding of this station, they become possessed of vain
imaginings.

Glorified art Thou, O my God, my Lord, and my Support! I
beseech Thee by the oceans of Thy patience and forbearance,
and by Thy power and might, to enable the ignorant to draw
nigh unto the City of Thy knowledge, and the rulers to the
court of Thy justice. Thou art verily the All-Bountiful, the
Most Generous, and within Thy grasp lie the reins of all who
are in the heavens and on earth.

May my spirit be a sacrifice unto your mention and utterance,
your arising and your steadfastness! For some time, outwardly
no news had been received from your honour, although praise
be to God, repeatedly from the tongue of the Goal of the world
was heard, specifically concerning your honour, that which is
the cause of eternal joy and gladness. And after attaining
the presence on this day, these exalted words were revealed
and sent down from the tongue of grandeur, exalted be His
utterance and magnificent His proof:

In My Name, the Wronged One

O My Afnan! Upon thee be My glory and the glory of all who
are in My kingdom! This Wronged One is afflicted each day

with fresh calumnies. Glory be to God! Lies and calumnies

have reached such a point as cannot be recounted or expressed.

Each soul who turneth toward this direction, from behind the
hill arriveth word that he hath stolen large sums of money from
merchants and brought it to Akka. Although these matters are
the cause of grief, yet since they are for the sake of God they
are the water of life and are in truth the manifestation of joy
and delight. The world and all that is therein, in relation to
God, blessed and exalted be He, are loved and accepted, but if
this relationship be severed they are not worth a penny. Praise
be to God, whatsoever hath befallen Us, its purpose is clear
and evident to the Afnan of the Divine Lote-Tree, manifest as
the sun and apparent to all. Deeds are the mirror of existence
and the record of rank and station. Say:

My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having revealed unto
me that which was concealed from Thy servants and treasured
up through Thy power and might. I beseech Thee, O God of
Names and Creator of heaven, by the lights of Thy justice and
the manifestations of Thy sovereignty, to assist the heedless to
turn unto Thee and to face the door of Thy bounty. Then open
unto me, O my Master and my King, the doors of Thy mercy
and Thy generosity in every world of Thy worlds. Verily, Thou
art the Almighty, the Glorious, the All-Bountiful.
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Verily each of these mentions is a key to unlock a door, and
when its time cometh it shall open a matter from God, the
Opener, the Bountiful. O Afnan! Upon thee be My loving-
kindness, My grace and My mercy. For some time now Afnan,
Haji Mirza Abu’l-Hasan, upon him be the Glory of God, hath
attained the presence and dwelt in the vicinity, and their af-
fairs have been in upheaval. Although these upheavals are
the means of tranquility and assurance, for the Afnan were
created for the promotion of God’s Cause - when outwardly re-
stricted, inwardly they are engaged in service to the Cause of
God, blessed and exalted be He. Your honor is aware and can
testify to what was mentioned. We beseech God, blessed and
exalted be He, first to set right his affairs through His bounty
and generosity, and to ordain for him that which shall profit
and enrich him, and to strengthen him in all His worlds. Verily
He is the All-Bountiful, the Generous Giver. Your honor must
also strive diligently to the extent possible to set right [their af-
fairs]. I beseech the True One in all conditions for whatsoever
conduces to glory, exaltation and grace. Verily He is powerful
over all things.

The Greater Branch hath repeatedly made mention of your
honor and sought [divine] confirmation and grace. We beseech
God to fulfill the needs of His Afnan through His might, power
and sovereignty. Convey greetings to the Afnan on behalf of
the Wronged One. They are remembered in all conditions and
are recipients of grace. We beseech God to exalt them through
His Name and make them banners of His guidance amongst
His creation. Verily He is the Hearer, the Answerer. The
Glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of My mercy be
upon you and upon those who are with you and who love you
and hearken unto your words concerning this manifest Cause.
End.

The upheavals that have arisen have made manifest matters
that had remained concealed. A certain soul, toward whom the
utmost favor had been shown, hath at length, by reason of the
instigations of the slanderers, occupied himself night and day
with such designs. In truth, what a wondrous veil hath been
rent asunder! So much so that even when His Holiness Afnan,
Jinab-i-Aqga Siyyid Ahmad—upon him be the Most Glorious
Baha of God—turned his steps toward this region, they sent
word by telegraph in his wake unto Beirut that Siyyid Ahmad
and his servant, Nasru’llah, had stolen a sum of money in cash
together with certain banknotes and had directed their course
unto that land. Shaykh Muhammad Yazdi is occupied with
such matters as these, that his own condition and the condition
of him who misled him may be made manifest. Verily, God is
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the Expounder, the All-Wise. Today is the day wherein the
hidden things of men’s breasts and the treachery of their eyes
are laid bare. God, the Most High, the Most Great, hath
spoken the truth.

Attention to the rectification of the affairs of that honored
Afnan—upon him be the Baha and loving-kindness of God—
who is resolved to set forth, dependeth upon the care of Your
Honor, and assuredly you will extend such attention as lieth
within your power. Unto the gentlemen, the Afnans of the
Divine Lote-Tree—upon them be the Most Glorious Baha of
God—I convey abasement, utter self-effacement, glorification,
and Baha. The one God beareth witness to the condition of
this servant, that they have ever been remembered in the Most
Holy Presence; of this supreme bounty there can be no doubt,
and the divine Books, both before and after, testify and bear
witness thereto.

This evanescent servant hath in all conditions besought, and
still beseecheth, the All-Sufficing, the Most Exalted, for
whatsoever may conduce to their exaltation and advancement.
Assuredly, whatsoever hath been submitted, and whatsoever
is submitted, is attended by acceptance; with the bountiful,
deeds are not hard to accomplish. The Most Glorious Baha
and the most exalted praise rest upon Your Honor, and upon
whoso loveth you and heedeth your word, your remembrance,
and your utterance in proclaiming the Message of God, the
Most Great, and His manifest Cause. Praise be unto Him,
inasmuch as He is the Best-Beloved of all the worlds.

The servant 9 Jamadiyu’th-Thani 1308
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To: Aga Shaykh Salman
Date: 1308-06-11 [1891-Jan-22]
In the Name of the Desire of the worlds! Ol 5 5ake ply

Praise befitteth the Lord of all being, Who through a single
drop from the ocean of His generosity brought the world of
existence into being, and through the radiance of the Day Star
of His Most Great Name illumined both the world and all na-
tions. His purpose in this supreme mercy and mighty favor
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hath been and still is the recognition of Him by His servants.
Blessed is the servant who hath taken and drunk from the hand
of bounty the living waters of immortality. He is of the people
of Baha, who in the Qayyumu’l-Asma hath been mentioned
and recorded by the Supreme Pen. Blessed is he and joy be
unto him.

O my God and my Lord! Withhold not Thy servants from
entering the crimson Ark of rubies which Thou hast ordained
specifically for the people of Baha. O Lord! Thou seest Thy
servant turning toward the horizon of Thy prison. I beseech
Thee by the light of Thy Cause, whereby Thy earth and heaven
were illumined, to aid me to serve Thy loved ones. Verily Thou
art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest. There is no God
but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise....
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To: Mirza Mihdi Askaruf Yazdi
Date: 1308-06-25 [1891-Feb-5]

Praise befitteth that Most Glorious, Most Exalted, Most Great,
Most Holy, Self-Subsisting Lord Who, through one blessed
word shining forth from the heaven of His Will, illumined the
world of utterance and adorned it with the pearls of knowledge.
Glorified be His majesty, boundless His grace, and there is no
God but Him. He is the One Who hath power to manifest
diverse letters from a single letter, and from these He brought
forth the realms of words, and revealed the hidden pearls con-
cealed within the shells in the ocean of His power. Within
this utterance lie hidden the seas of knowledge and wisdom
which none can manifest save through His might and power
and grandeur and sovereignty....

This day is sanctified above all days, for it is attributed to the
Truth. Blessed is he who hath attained to circumambulation
of the Kaaba of God and hath clung to the hem of His mercy....

O party of God! This is the day of service and assistance.
With the Kawthar of utterance quicken the dead and guide
the wayward to the dawning-place of nearness. Ye are the
cup-bearers of the Salsabil of utterance, the Desired One of all
worlds. Soon shall the carpet of the world be rolled up. Every
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created thing, with its outer and inner tongue, beareth witness
to its transformation and evanescence. Blessed are they that
hear!

That which today taketh precedence over all matters and is
acceptable in the presence of Him Who conversed on Sinai is
the manifestation of unity and concord from the horizons of the
heavens of hearts. Blessed is he who hath made his paramount
concern the unification of the hearts of My loved ones.

5 O party of God! We counsel you to such deeds as will cause
the exaltation of God’s Word and lead to the acceptance of the
people of the world....
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To: Tafrishi, Aqa Mirza Muhammad Ali et al., in Tihran

Date: 1308-07-09 [1891-Feb-18]

He is the Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted, Most Glorious!

Praise be to the Lord of all desires, the Sovereign of the unseen
and seen realms, the Manifestation of names and attributes,
Who with one exalted Word adorned absolute nothingness
with the ornament of existence, and through it illumined the
visible and invisible cities with the light of vision and knowl-
edge. Exalted be His glory and His power, and exalted be
His light and radiance! Light, radiance, remembrance and
glory be upon those who have arisen to aid His Cause and up-
hold His commandments and laws, whose feet have not slipped
through the doubts of the people nor the intimations of the
idol-worshippers. They heard and turned to Him; they rec-
ognized and spoke, until they arose to serve His Cause, the
Impregnable, the Inaccessible, the Mighty, the Wise.

O beloved of my heart! The words and utterances which bore
the sweet fragrances of love and unity have arrived - the arrival
of an ocean of praise and remembrance for one who is truly
thirsty and spiritually athirst. After their arrival, perusal and
contemplation, such a state of joy was attained that pen and
ink fail to describe it, for from each word thereof wafted the
fragrance of the love of the Desired One of all worlds. Blessed
are ye and joy be unto you for that which hath flowed from the
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fountain of your love, the river of your knowledge. We beseech
God to assist you and draw you nigh unto Him in all conditions.
Verily, He is the Self-Sufficient, the Most High. And after
the manifestation of joy and gladness, having aimed for the
supreme heights and most exalted horizon, and after complete
permission was granted, the verses and prose which flowed from
the pen and ink of love and affection were presented. This is
what the Lord of all men hath spoken in reply - exalted be His
utterance and magnificent His proof, and there is no Beloved
besides Him.

He is the Speaking One, the Compassionate, the Generous.

O Muhammad-Qabli-‘Ali! Upon thee be My glory and loving-
kindness. The people of that house and station have ever been
present before the countenance of the Lord of all men and
have been remembered with most wondrous praise. The hon-
ored and exalted Ha-Qabli-Sin, who hath ascended unto the
Most Sublime Horizon, was blessed with special favors, and
We revealed for him, before and after his ascension, that which
brought solace to eyes and manifested mysteries. We testify
that he arose to serve the Cause with such power as was not
weakened by the affairs of men, and drank the nectar of immor-
tality from the hands of bounty with such steadfastness as was
not shaken by the conditions of the divines nor the might of
princes nor the clamor of every remote barking dog. We testify
that he attained unto that which was inscribed by the Supreme
Pen in the Books of God, the Lord of the Mighty Throne. He
hearkened when the Call was raised, hastened and said: “Yea,
yea, O Thou Goal of the hearts of them that know! Here am
I, here am I, O Beloved of all who are in the heavens and on
earth!” Thus did the Lord of existence manifest His grace and
mercy that hath preceded all things. Verily thy Lord is the
All-Bountiful, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

O Muhammad-Qabli-‘Ali! Give thanks unto God, thy Lord, for
having aided thee to turn unto Him and for having revealed
unto thee in the Most Great Prison that whereby the Tree was
transformed into Fire and cried out, saying: “O concourse of
earth and heaven! The Lord of all creation hath come with
sovereignty encompassing the unseen and the seen, and with a
Cause before which all the armies of the world are powerless.”
To this doth the Most Great Name bear witness in this mighty,
exalted Station. Thy letter hath come before the Wronged One,
and from it We perceived the fragrance of thy remembrance of
this Most Great Announcement, whereby the hearts of the sin-
cere were set ablaze. Blessed be thy tongue for having spoken
the truth, and thy pen for having manifested before the face
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of the Lord of Names, in this exalted station, the pearls of re-
membrance and praise. We beseech God, blessed and exalted
be He, to strengthen thee through His sovereignty and to assist
thee through His power, and to record for thee, with the Pen
of His grace and the ink of His bounty, the reward of attaining
His presence. He, verily, is the Single, the One, the Powerful,
the Mighty. The glory shining from the horizon of the heaven
of My Kingdom be upon thee and upon them that are with
thee and love thee for the sake of God, the Lord of the worlds.

We wish to make mention of My leaf and My handmaiden
who hath turned unto and believed in God, the Mighty, the
Wise. O My leaf! Hearken unto My call from this Spot which
God hath made the point round which circle them that are
nigh unto Him and them that believe in His unity. We have
mentioned thee aforetime in verses that shall neither be effaced
nor altered throughout centuries and ages, and God hath made
them to endure in His perspicuous Book. Rejoice thou in these
glad-tidings whose light hath shone forth from the horizon of
the heaven of the utterance of thy Lord, the Speaking, the All-
Hearing, the All-Seeing. Blessed art thou and they that are
with thee. We have sent down for you that which will draw
you nigh unto God, the Lord of the exalted Throne.

O ‘Aziz! Upon thee be the glory of God and His loving-
kindness. Thou hast attained unto turning toward Him and
unto the praise of thy Lord, through Whom was manifested
that which was hidden in knowledge and treasured in the pro-
tection of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. The servant who
is present hath submitted that which God cast into thy heart,
and We have found therefrom the fragrance of orientation and
turning unto Him. Verily thy Lord is the Remembering, the
Speaking, the All-Knowing. Give thanks unto God for having
brought forth from the treasury of thine utterance the pearls
of His knowledge. He, verily, is the All-Bountiful, the Most
Generous. Say:

My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having honored me
with Thy days and illumined me with the lights of Thy knowl-
edge. I beseech Thee by the ocean of Thy verses and the heaven
of Thy grace, and by the Lamp that hath taken neither guard
nor veil unto itself, to make me known by Thy Name and stead-
fast in the service of Thy Cause. I beseech Thee, O Lord of the
worlds, to open through the key of Thy All-Bountiful Name the
doors of Thy favors, Thy mercy and Thy riches. Verily, Thou
art the Almighty over what Thou willest, and in Thy grasp
are the reins of all affairs of the first and the last. The glory
shining from the horizon of the heaven of My grace be upon
thee, upon thy tongue, upon thy heart and thy devotion, upon
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those who are with thee, and upon every steadfast and firm
one, and every faithful and trusted one.

Praise be to God! After the arrival of the letter another world
appeared and another fragrance was diffused, for that which
emanated from the essence of the heart was each a radiating
light and a shining brilliance in praise and glorification of the
Goal of the world and the Beloved of nations. After its pre-
sentation and recitation the Tongue of Grandeur spoke this
blessed word - exalted be His utterance: “O servant in at-
tendance, divine confirmation hath encompassed the dear one,
upon him be My glory. Blessed be it unto him and may it be
wholesome unto him.”

In truth, in the earliest days, despite the turning away of most
people, he attained the Kawthar of utterance in such wise that
he was adorned with the ornament of acceptance and illumined
with the light of good-pleasure. At the time of its presentation
and recitation, the lips of the Intended One were smiling and
the face of the Beloved was radiant and joyous. No deed un-
til now has been lost nor shall it be. Mention and praise in
these days, known as the Day of God, is considered the most
excellent of remembrances. I have beseeched and do beseech
God, exalted be His glory, for confirmation in mentioning and
praising His loved ones. Praise be to God, the people of that
household have, from the earliest days until now, been blessed
with beholding the signs, reading the verses, and turning to
the horizon of the Manifestation. Blessed are they and joy be
unto them. His honor, the departed and elevated one, upon
him be the Most Glorious Glory of God, was mentioned most
often in the presence of the Goal of the worlds. By the life of
our Lord, he was repeatedly remembered in His presence and
was blessed with special favors. At all times the assistance of
grace reaches the elevated one in the Most Exalted Paradise.
Verily our Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Generous, the Com-
passionate, the Forgiving, the Merciful. I make mention of all
the relatives and beseech God, exalted be His glory, for each
one that which is the cause of exaltation and the means of el-
evation. Verily He fulfilleth the rewards of the doers of good
and granteth the needs of the sincere ones.

As for their seeking permission to attain the presence and their
supplication, after its presentation He said: “In these days the
wisdom to which all are commanded does not permit it. We
bid thee to patience and forbearance and We beseech God to
record for thee the reward of those who hastened and turned
until they attained the presence and heard My mighty and
wondrous call.”
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In truth, the reward of attaining the presence hath been writ-
ten, recorded and confirmed for that spiritual loved one. Now
it is fitting that not only “blessed be it unto your honor” be
mentioned but also “may it be wholesome unto your honor”
be said. Praise be to God, the Bestower of this lofty station
and this mighty and wondrous mention. The dominion and
the kingdom and the majesty and the power belong to God,
the One, the All-Informed. Glory and mention and praise be
upon you and upon those who are with you and upon every
one who hath arisen with supreme steadfastness to establish
this Most Great and Mighty Cause.

The servant 9 Rajab 1308
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To: son of Ismullahil-Asdaq et al., in Mashhad

Date: 1308-07-19 [1891-Feb-28]

In the name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

God, there is no God but Him, Who speaks in all things that
there is no God but Him. His is the glory and the majesty, the
power and the beauty, and He is the One Who distinguishes
through His Word between truth and falsehood, darkness and
light, ignorance and knowledge, acceptance and rejection. He is
the One with power, Whose might all things acknowledge and
Whose praise is celebrated by all in the kingdom of command
He is the Mighty, the Unconstrained. Glory
and praise, grandeur and splendor, exaltation and eminence be
upon the Hands of His Cause, who did not break His covenant
and testament, and who traveled through cities and villages to
exalt His Word, guide His creation, manifest His Cause, and
spread His signs. The servant beseeches his Lord to strengthen
them, prosper them, protect them, guard them, aid them, sup-
port them, and inspire them with that which will draw the
servants near to the horizon of care and favors.

and creation.

O beloved of my heart! The traces of the pen which were
cast upon the page from a tender and gentle heart did truly
open the gate of reunion and brought to remembrance the
days of that beloved one’s presence, and in one respect were
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a harbinger. God knoweth that from each of its words wafted
such a fragrance of the love of the Beloved of the worlds that
none had any choice or pause save to exclaim “Blessed be God
Who inspires His loved ones with that which attracts the hearts
of those who have turned towards Him.” Exalted be our Cre-
ator, our Protector, and our Helper! After perusal and reading,
it was taken to the Most Exalted Station and the Most Holy,
Luminous, and Resplendent Spot, and was presented before
the countenance of the Lord of Names, attaining the honor of
His attention. This is what the Lord of the Beginning and the
End spoke, exalted be His glory:

In My Name, the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Thy name was presented and We heard thy call and found the
fragrance of thy love, thy sincerity, and thy turning to God,
the Mighty, the Great. The servant who was present offered up
that which thou didst commune with God, Who hath taken for
Himself a station in the prison, and therein raised His call and
manifested His Cause and His sovereignty, and spoke before
the faces of His servants, and opened the gate of His grace,
and raised the heaven of His utterance, and adorned it with
the lights of His verses. He, verily, hath power over whatsoever
He willeth, and in His grasp is the rein of utterance, and He is
the Single One, the Mighty, the Bestower.

O Son of My Name! Upon thee be My glory and loving-
kindness. The sinners shall be known by their marks. This
is the Day wherein the secrets of hearts and the betrayal
of eyes shall be revealed. Today in the Great City there
hath appeared that which was hidden. They have clung to
calumnies that have no likeness, neither now nor ever. Yahya
and Shaykh Muhammad have sought after their own kind
and are engaged in corruption. No sooner doth anyone turn
towards this land than instantly telegraph messages arrive
claiming that such-and-such person hath committed theft
and gone to ‘Akka. Among these was the honored Afnan,
Aqga Siyyid Ahmad, upon him be the Glory of God, the
Most Glorious. Shortly after he set out for the Most Holy
Court, before his arrival in Beirut, telegraph messages arrived
claiming that Siyyid Ahmad and his companions had stolen
money and were traveling thither for this reason. Thus have
their souls seduced them. The station whose sanctity and
detachment all fair-minded ones testify unto, the sources
of oppression have sought to besmirch with the dust of
calumnies. Mushiru’d-Dawlih Mirza Husayn Khan-may God
forgive him—witnessed the arrival of the Wronged One and His
conduct, speech and deeds in the Great City, and understood,
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and made mention of it in the assemblage of the companions
of the government and nation.

Praise be to God Who hath revealed what was hidden in the
hearts of the heedless and the idolators. We beseech Him to
cause His loved ones to circle round His will with such stead-
fastness as shall cause the hearts of the oppressors and trans-
gressors to tremble.

Today the Cause of God is as manifest as the sun and hath
appeared with such power as hath neither been seen nor heard.
Nevertheless, the oppressor of Dawlat-Abad, as soon as he
heareth that a soul hath turned towards the Faith, either he
himself or some other calumniator like him hasteneth with all
manner of schemes to lead astray. Say: My God, my God! II-
lumine the hearts of Thy servants with the light of Thy knowl-
edge, then cast upon them that which shall preserve them from
the evil of Thine enemies. Unfairness hath reached such a pass
that they have denied the bounty of this Revelation. While
Yahya is occupied in flight and he remaineth concealed in his
house, the Wronged One standeth before the faces of all. At
times in prison, at times beneath chains. When the effulgences
of the light of the divine Sun of utterance did somewhat shine
forth, they emerged from behind the veil and committed that
which causeth the realities of all things to weep and lament,
and the Spirit of the Cause to be seen crying out.

Among other things, he met with Khalil in Sabzivar and spoke
words whereof God Himself is aware. Yet wondrous indeed is it
that Khalil should have granted such a heedless one admittance.
Say: O Khalill Know thou that the deeds of Hadi, from the
first, are but guile and deception, whereby he entered into this
Cause. Cleanse thou thy skirt from his whisperings and from
the whisperings of his like. In the earliest days of Islam souls
such as these heedless ones committed deeds whose fruit, on
the Day of Reckoning, was this: that the Lord of existence was
hanged and martyred.

O Khalil! In truth I declare that such souls were not with us,
nor were they from the beginning cognizant of the nature of
this Cause. Turn thou unto the Writings, that the truth may
be made manifest unto thee. Today the fragrances of the divine
verses have encompassed the world; the seal of the choice Wine
hath been broken in the Name of the Self-Subsisting. Deprive
not thyself thereof. Arise, through the power and might of God,
to serve the Cause. The world passeth away, but that which
is with God endureth. From the beginning of Islam until this
hour, not one among the divines hath been truly aware of the
manner of His Revelation, and among the party of the Shi’ah
there hath been naught but cursing and abuse.
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O Khalil! Look from the horizon of the House in thy Lord’s
name. Say: O people! Hear! Hear! By God, the shrill voice
of the Most Exalted Pen hath been raised from the prison
of Akka. Behold! Behold! The Light hath shone forth and
radiated from the heaven of God’s will, the Lord of the worlds.
O Khalil! Ask none, for We sent thee aforetime verses that all
the treasuries of kings and what the servants possess cannot
equal. To this doth the Lord of creation bear witness in this
glorious and wondrous station.

O Khalil! God willing, through the grace of the All-Glorious
Lord thou shalt not again fall into the well of vain imagin-
ings. Consider the learned and ignorant among the Shi’ih
faction. They counted themselves the greatest, most exalted,
most learned and most God-fearing on earth, and the cause was
one like Hadi. O Khalil! Reflect on the edifices they built and
repaired with hands of fancy and idle imagination. Consent
no more that such vain imaginings should arise. Alas! Alas!
Those imaginings were transformed into tyranny and the great
terror appeared, and thou hast heard what they brought to
pass. Even now the divines are engaged in cursing and reviling
from their pulpits. Consider the reason for this, that perchance
thou mayest drink the wine of certitude from the hand of the
bounty of the Goal of the world’s desire, and mayest not con-
sent that another faction like the former should appear in the
land. Preserve the servants by a command from the Ordainer,
the Ancient of Days.

O Khalil! In the days when the darkness of might had seized
the world, none appeared save this Wronged One, yet when the
light of the Cause partly dawned they attacked this Wronged
One with swords of hatred. What behooveth thee today is to
arise with the utmost humility and submission, and turning
toward God’s Kaaba, to utter these exalted words:

My God, my God, my Lord and my Support! T beseech Thee
by the waves of the ocean of Thy utterance, by the myster-
ies hidden in Thy Book, and by the verses sent down from
the clouds of Thy bounty, to aid me to detach myself from
all else but Thee and to hold fast to the cord of Thy loving
providence. O Lord! Assist me to remain steadfast in the
Greater Steadfastness and to turn to Thy gate which Thou
hast opened to all in earth and heaven. Thou art the Omnipo-
tent over what Thou willest. There is no God but Thee, the
Commander, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. O Lord! Protect
Thy servants from the whisperings of the calumniators and the
cawing of those who caw, who have broken Thy Covenant and
Testament, denied Thy verses, and disputed Thy proofs and
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evidence. Verily Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Omnipotent,
the Almighty. There is no God but Thee, the All-Giving, the
Compassionate, the Generous.

O Khalil! Upon thee be the Glory of God! In past years,
verses were repeatedly revealed from the heaven of bounty es-
pecially for thee and sent through Ibn-i-Asdaq, upon him be
My glory. Read them, detached from the world; verily they
will draw thee to God, the Lord of the Mighty Throne. Reflect
well upon the former party, what was their recompense on the
Day of Resurrection and what befell them, that perchance ye
may not again fall into the snare. The Sunnis and the com-
munity who were detested by all the people of Iran, without
any teaching, through mere association, a group accepted the
Faith, and a person in Sudan claimed to be the Mihdi and a
hundred thousand gathered around him, while the oppressive
and unjust Shi’ih committed that which no tongue hath power
to describe. This is the day of the verse which saith: “The
Day when mankind shall stand before the Lord of the worlds,”
and likewise He saith: “We verily sent Moses with Our signs,
saying: ‘Bring forth thy people from darkness into light and
remind them of the days of God. In this surely are signs for
every patient, grateful one.” Although the days of the Manifes-
tation are also counted among the days of God, these days are
specifically the days of God mentioned in the divine Books.

; O Khalil! Those souls like Hadi and others are considered by

the believer as the first to believe, and by the disbeliever as the
first to deny. By the life of God! He is not among the horsemen
of the arena of knowledge and wisdom. I say in truth: Take
hold of the Book with such might that neither armies nor ranks
shall deter thee, and with such power that the oppression of
tyrants and the clamor of aggressors shall not weaken it.

His is the grace, bounty and bestowals, in that He hath revealed
to His servants the pearls of the treasures of His knowledge and
the jewels of the repositories of His utterance. Verily, He is the
One with power over whatsoever He willeth, and He is the All-
Bountiful, the Most Generous. In truth every fair-minded one
is bewildered and every possessor of justice is astonished, for
the party that considered itself the most excellent and exalted
of all the peoples of the world - on the Day of Reckoning there
appeared from them that which had never occurred from the
beginning of the world until now. At one time He said: O
servant present! The lamentations and wailing of the pulpits
of Iran are raised high, and with most eloquent tongue they
cry out saying: “O God! O Lord! O Support! O Goal! O
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Beloved! Thou didst create us for Thy mention and praise and
graciously ordained us thus. Now we have become the abode
of the enemies of Thy Self. Thou art the All-Hearing and the
All-Seeing. Thou hearest what they say and hast witnessed
what they have done and what they do.” And now again some
are engaged in organizing such a party.

This servant, in view of the love and sincerity that has existed
for his honor, deemed it necessary to mention certain matters
that have transpired, for the ungodly have resorted to trickery
and deception, turning their attention to anyone with whom
they have heard a conversation. All are aware that these souls
had been hidden for years from the sovereign power of the
days, and when through the might of the King of Kings the
Cause was raised up and the call was heard from every quarter
and the luminary of utterance shone forth from every direction,
they emerged with swords of hatred and animosity. Surely they
are aware how many souls, attracted by the utterance of the
Desired One of the worlds, set out for the place of sacrifice
and freely offered up their lives at the feet of the Lord of all
beings. However, as soon as Mirza Hadi heard that he was
called a Babi, his very foundations were seized with trepidation,
and for the sake of two days of earthly life, he forsook eternal
life and everlasting existence, and spoke from the pulpit that
which befitted none but himself. By the life of our Purpose, he
uttered that which caused the Holy Spirit to lament. In every
place he mounted a pulpit and spoke, and from one pulpit he
disavowed the Faith and thus saved himself from death.

O beloved of my heart! His very existence bears witness to his
hypocrisy, while the Twin Luminous Lights, his honor Ashraf,
and before them his honor Kazim - upon them all be the Most
Glorious Glory - the martyrdom of each stands as a clear tes-
timony to their faith, recognition, steadfastness and certitude.
Those possessed of insight and hearing, were they to contem-
plate and observe with the eye of fairness and the ear of justice
all that hath been manifested from the beginning of this Most
Great Revelation until now, would all proclaim: “We turn to-
ward Thee, O God of the worlds!” Glory be to God! Despite
the sacrifice of holy souls, their spirits and possessions, as well
as their arising to serve the Cause before the faces of mankind,
the deluded ones continue to wander in the wilderness of heed-
lessness and the desert of vain imaginings. Although all know
that he and his like had no knowledge of the essence of this
Cause, for they were not with the Truth. This servant has been
present in service for nearly forty years, and all are aware of
this fact; yet none have inquired of this servant that they might
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be illumined by the light of truth, and that there might not
appear again that which would become the cause of countless
afflictions and endless tribulations.

In any case, this ephemeral one has spoken and continues to
speak for the sake of God, that his honor might be aware and
arise to serve the Cause with manifest certitude - an arising
that will find no sitting and will not be altered. The Desired
One, Who through divine power and the might of the Lord
arose before the faces of princes and divines, did not seek
concealment nor resort to veiling, but proclaimed the divine
laws and ordinances. They have avoided Him because they are
worshippers of vain imaginings, and his honor is aware of the
Tablet to the Sultan which was sent from the Most Holy Court,
and likewise the letters to the kings. O beloved of my heart!
The opposers have manifested an oppression that has had and
has no equal, and in previous years, Tablets were repeatedly
revealed and sent specifically for his honor, and his honor Ibn-
i-Ismu’llah al-Asdaq - upon him be the Most Glorious Glory
of God - was charged with conveying them.

Take hold of the reins of the Cause with the power from God,
our Lord and your Lord and the Lord of the Mighty Throne,
then guide the people to His straight path and His mighty
Message.

Now close to one hundred volumes of verses and evidences have
been sent down from the heaven of divine will. The calumnies
have reached such a state that every possessor of truthfulness,
justice and fairness bears witness to the oppression of those
heedless souls. For the sake of God I shall relate one account,
that the station of the slanderers and liars might become some-
what known.

One day the honored Haji Siyyid Javad, known as Karbila’i,
upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of God, attained the
presence and submitted that His Holiness’s uncle Haji Mirza
Siyyid Muhammad and the other uncle, upon them both be
the Glory of God, had attained the pilgrimage of Najaf and
Karbila and were now returning with the intention of going
back to their homeland. The Ancient Beauty asked, “Have you
said anything to them?” He submitted “No.” He commanded,
“Why not? You should be engaged in teaching the Cause of
God. Now go, convey Our greetings and bring them into Our
presence.” He guided them to the court of glory and majesty.
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The next day they returned with His Holiness’s uncle and at-
tained the presence, but only the elder uncle came, without
his other brother. After attaining the presence, the waves of
the ocean of utterance of the Goal of all the worlds appeared
in such wise that none could enumerate them. Finally He said,
“We do not wish for you to remain deprived of the blessed Tree
that has grown up in your midst and is adorned with the fruits
of wisdom and utterance.”

He submitted, “My Master, for one thousand two hundred
years we have heard that the Qa’im dwells in well-known, fa-
mous cities, and that His children each exist in those cities in
perfect glory and grandeur, and that if anyone mentioned a
word about His birth, they would immediately seize him and
shed his blood. Moreover, what became of the account of the
sacred precinct? Where did the mention of the sea and the car-
pet go? And likewise we have heard from all the divines of the
Shi’ih party that His Holiness will come and appear and will
pay the debts of the Shi’ihs and will conquer the whole earth,
and likewise mentions that this servant is unable to relate, as it
would prolong the discourse. Finally they say that He is your
sister’s son - how can this servant accept this? What was said
before is now contrary to what is manifest as the sun. I know
not what is my duty.”

26 Then the Tongue of Grandeur spoke this most exalted word:

“O uncle! Now return to your dwelling and properly consider
the traditions and aforementioned doubts and whatever causes
your hesitation, and come back with your brother. If God
wishes, He will transform doubts into decisive verses. Verily
He has power over all things.”

7 The next day he came without his brother and mentioned the

doubts one by one, and the answer was revealed. And what
was revealed became known among the servants as the Epistle
to the Uncle, and later due to consummate wisdom the name
“Uncle” was removed and it became known as the Book of Cer-
titude. Now this same Mirza Hadi has claimed to his followers
that the Book of Certitude is from Mirza Yahya. All the Afnan
are present - you may investigate so that the falsehood of these
slanderers may become clear and evident. It is hoped that you
will overlook the unseemly statements of those people and turn
to the sacred texts. The Cause will become as clear as the sun
to you.
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O my God, my God! This is Thy servant and Thy devotee.
Thou knowest and seest that he speaketh not of his own accord,
but rather by what Thou hast caused him to know through Thy
grace and taught him through Thy sovereignty. I beseech Thee,
O Thou the Desire of the world and the One manifest through
the Most Great Name, to assist Thy servants to turn unto Thee
and to repent at the door of Thy grace. Then enable them to
make amends for that which hath escaped them in Thy days.
Verily Thou art the Almighty, the Mighty, the Unconstrained.
There is none other God but Thee, the Lord of the beginning
and the end.

According to His command, whatever hath been revealed in
the name of Mirza Hadi Dawlat-Abadi and is in the posses-
sion of the friends should be gathered and written down and
delivered by trustworthy hands to Jinab-i-Khalil, upon him be
the glory of God, that he may examine them, and likewise the
Books of Verses. Then let them be taken back. It has been
some years since a Tablet was specifically revealed in his name,
although previously verses were repeatedly revealed and sent
in his name, each one a manifest proof and a shining evidence
for the establishment of the Cause. Ere long from all corners
of the world the cry of “Yea, yea!” and “Here am I, here am I!”
shall be raised, for there hath been and is no escape for anyone.
We beseech God, our Lord and the Lord of the Throne on high
and of earth below, to assist all to do that which He loveth and
desireth.

Mention was made of His Holiness, the departed and forgiven,
the late Jinab-i-Fa’iz, upon him be the glory of God, the Most
Glorious. After it was submitted to the Most Holy, Most Ex-
alted Presence, these sublime and decisive words were revealed
specifically for him. The Lord, exalted and sanctified be He,
speaketh thus:

He is the Expositor, the Compassionate, the Generous

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him, and he
who hath attained in His days is indeed the attainer, and was
thus named by His holy, mighty and wondrous tongue. We
testify that he attained unto faith in the early days and drank
the choice wine of knowledge from the hands of the bounty of
his Lord, the All-Merciful. He it is whom God adorned with
the ornament of supreme steadfastness, such that neither the
clamor of the people nor the roaring of those who denied the
final judgment could deter him.

O Fa’iz! Upon thee be My glory, My loving-kindness and My
mercy. Rejoice thou in the Most Exalted Paradise, inasmuch as
the Lord of all beings hath made mention of thee in the prison
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of Akka. Blessed be thy tongue for having acknowledged the
unity of God, the Lord of the Throne on high and of earth
below, and for having confessed that which the Supreme Pen
hath revealed from the Most Glorious Horizon.

Blessed be thy heart for having turned to the horizon of Reve-
lation and thine ear for having heard the call of Him Who con-
versed upon Sinai when it was raised in truth - the call whereby
the Trump was sounded, the inhabitants of the graves arose,
and the Day of Resurrection appeared. Blessed be thine eyes -
We testify that they attained unto the signs of God and unto
the vision of those who cast the world behind their backs, turn-
ing unto the Dayspring of His verses, the Dawning-Place of His
evidences, and the Source of His laws. Blessed be thy face for
having turned toward His direction, and thine ear for having
heard His sweetest call when it was raised betwixt earth and
heaven. We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to send
down upon thee from the heaven of His generosity the rains
of His mercy, to grant thee of the fruits of the Tree beyond
which there is no passing, both morn and eve, and to open
before thee at all times the gates of loving providence, grace
and beneficence. Verily He is the Compassionate, the Mighty,
the All-Bountiful.

Glorified art Thou, O my God, my Lord, my Support, my Goal
and my Beloved! T testify to the oneness of Thy Being and to
the sanctity of Thy Self above all likeness and comparison. I
acknowledge Thy power, Thy sovereignty, Thy majesty and
Thy might. I beseech Thee, O God of all beings and Goal of
all creation, by the standards of Thy signs and the banners
of Thy guidance, by the resplendent, shining Light that hath
dawned from the horizon of Thy Will through Thy command
and might, by the rustling of the Sadratu’l-Muntaha and the
flowing of the Kawthar of life in the Most Exalted Paradise,
and by this most pure dust and this sanctified tomb, to fulfill
my needs and forgive me, my father and mother, and those who
have believed in Thee and Thy signs. O Lord! Ordain for me
the good of the hereafter and this world, and that which Thou
hast ordained for Thy chosen servants who were not hindered
by the doubts of the world nor the intimations of the nations
from turning toward the court of Thy glory and drawing nigh
unto the precincts of Thy majesty. Verily, Thou art powerful
over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other God but
Thee, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

After mention was made of the ascension
of his honor the departed one, upon him be the Most Glorious
Glory of God, this servant beheld before him the waves of the
ocean of grace and forgiveness. From all directions, great mercy
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and supreme bounties were directed towards the departed one.
It is hoped that his sons will take his station and hold fast
to that which befitteth these days. Mention of them was also
made in the Most Holy Court. Thanks be to God, and glory
be unto Him, and bounty be His, for there appeared from the
Tongue of Grandeur that which made up for what was lost.
This servant beseecheth from God, exalted be His glory, what-
soever is the cause of success and confirmation. Exalted is the
grace of these days, and His bounty, and His mercy, and His
favor. Specifically regarding the deceased one, there appeared
from the Tongue of Grandeur that which hath caused him to
attain unto eternal life and everlasting bounty. Well is it with
him and pleasant it is unto him. According to the Command,
mention ye his sons and relatives, upon them be the Glory of
God, and counsel them to patience and resignation. Verily, He
is the Compassionate, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

The names mentioned in the letter of that beloved of hearts
were presented before the Throne of God, exalted be His glory,
and each attained unto that which hath no likeness or equal.
This is what was revealed for his honor Rafi’ - upon him be
the Glory of God - His blessed and exalted Word:

He is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise

This is a day wherein the trees of the Most Exalted Paradise
have yielded the fruits of wisdom and utterance, wherein the
stream of the water of life hath flowed forth in the name of God,
the Lord of all possibilities, and the light hath shone forth from
the horizon of manifestation, inasmuch as He Who conversed
with God hath been established upon the throne of utterance.
Exalted is the All-Merciful Who hath come with power and
sovereignty. O Rafi’l Upon thee be My wondrous Glory. Re-
joice in that We have turned toward thee from this Scene
whereby the horizons have been illumined, and We have men-
tioned thee with a mention before which all mention boweth
down when it appeareth from the Tongue. Hold thou fast unto
the cord of bounty and cling to the hem of the mercy of thy
Lord, the Possessor of the Kingdom of Names. Beware lest
the sayings of the heedless sadden thee or the doubts of those
who have denied God, the Lord of all men, veil thee. Take
thou the Book with a strength from Us. Verily, it will draw
thee nigh unto the supreme horizon, the station wherein the
Caller hath cried out: “The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the
Lord of all men.” Say: Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of all be-
ings, and thanksgiving be unto Thee, O Possessor of this world
and the next, and glory be unto Thee, O Lord of the throne
and the dust, for having guided me and drawn me nigh and
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revealed unto me that which shall endure through the eternity
of Thy names and attributes. Verily, Thou art the Almighty,
the Powerful, the All-Bountiful.

And this is what was revealed for Jinab-i-Yusuf Khan, upon
him be the Glory of God:

He is the Trustworthy Speaker

This is a Book that walks and proclaims: “The Promise has
come to pass and this is the Promised One at Whose appear-
ance all things spoke forth: ‘By God, the Beloved of all who
are in the heavens and earth has appeared!”’ This is the Day
wherein that which was hidden throughout all eternity has
been made manifest. To this testifies He Who spoke before
all faces: “The Kingdom is God’s, the Lord of all worlds!” O
Yusuf Khan! He Who loved Me and drank the choice wine
of utterance from the cup of My bounty hath made mention
of thee. We have made mention of thee through verses that
surpass all that hath been witnessed upon the earth or hid-
den in its strata. Thus hath the Tongue of Grandeur spoken
as a token of His grace, for He is the All-Bountiful, the Most
Generous. Take thou the chalice of utterance in the name of
the Beloved of all creation, then drink therefrom. Verily it
will draw thee to a station wherein all atoms proclaim: “The
Kingdom, the Dominion, the Grandeur and the Might belong
to God, the Almighty, the Most Glorious, the All-Praised!”

And this is what was revealed for Jinab-i-Mirza Hidayat, upon
him be the Glory of God:

In My Name, the All-Powerful, the Supreme Ruler over all
names

5 Blessed art thou, O Hidayat, for God hath guided thee to His

Most Great Announcement and His Straight Path. The joy
of the Revelation hath taken possession of the realms of the
unseen and the seen, yet most people remain heedless. They
have cast behind their backs what they were commanded in
the Book and have taken up that which was forbidden them,
having followed every suspicious deceiver. Purify thy heart
with the water of detachment and thy tongue with the Kawthar
of utterance, and say:

“My God, my God! Thine is the bounty, for Thou hast given
me to drink of the Kawthar of immortality, and Thine is the
glory, for Thou hast guided me to Thy most exalted horizon.
I testify that Thy grace hath encompassed earth and heaven.
I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy throne and the mysteries
of Thy Book and by Him through Whom the limbs of Thy ser-
vants have trembled, to make me so steadfast in Thy love that
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neither names shall prevent me from drawing nigh unto Thy
court, nor things from turning to the lights of Thy countenance.
O my Lord! Thou seest this servant of Thine clinging to the
cord of Thy bounty and awaiting the manifestations of Thy
pardon and generosity. I beseech Thee not to disappoint him
of that which lieth with Thee. Verily Thou art the Almighty,
the All-Forgiving, the Most Merciful.”

This is what was revealed for His Honor Mirza Muhammad-
Husayn, upon him be the glory of God

In the Name of Him Who is the Bounteous, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise

O thou who gazest upon the Countenance! We have purposed
to make mention of thee in this hour, in this Most Great Prison,
that the attraction of thy Lord’s Call might seize thee and
draw thee nigh unto Him. He, verily, is the Almighty over
whatsoever He willeth, and He is the All-Bountiful, the Ever-
Forgiving, the All-Generous. When the Light dawned forth
and the Speaker of Sinai gave voice, the servants turned away
therefrom — some were prevented by Names from recognizing
their Creator, others were beguiled by the world and its embel-
lishments, whilst yet others seized the Book with such strength
as the hosts of earth and all therein could not weaken. Blessed
is God, the Lord of the worlds, Who hath appeared through the
Most Great Name, by which the trees have spoken forth: “The
sovereignty is God’s, the Possessor of this glorious Station!”

O Muhammad-Husayn! hearken unto the Call of God, the
Lord of all the worlds. He, verily, maketh mention of thee
with that which shall draw thee nigh unto Him, for He is the
Most Merciful of the merciful. Place thy trust in all matters
upon God, the Almighty, the All-Powerful. Deliver the people
through wisdom and eloquent utterance, and acquaint them
with God’s straight Path. Beware lest that which the people
possess deter thee from My Name, the Self-Subsisting, and
beware lest the might of every oppressor far removed weaken
thee. Set aside the world and all that is therein, and take hold
of that which hath been revealed in My luminous Book. Thus
hath the Dove of Divine utterance warbled upon the branches,
by command of Him Who is the Ordainer, the All-Wise.

This is what was revealed for His Honor Shaykh Isma’il — upon
him be the glory of God

In the Name of Him Who is the Forgiver, the Compassionate

53 The Straight Path hath appeared and the Balance hath been

set. Command belongeth unto God, the Powerful, the Mighty,
the Bountiful. The trembling of the Revelation hath seized
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them that lie in the graves, and every hidden thing hath been
made manifest, through the grace of God, the Lord of lords.
We have heard thy call and have summoned thee from the right
side of the luminous Vale, from the verdant Tree. God, there
is none other God but Him, the Single, the One, the Powerful,
the All-Forgiving.

O Shaykh, O Isma’ill! Know thou that the two most luminous
Lights, Hasan and Husayn, hastened to the place of sacrifice
in their longing to attain My presence. They came and were
present and achieved what was ordained for them by God, the
Lord of creation. Neither the world and its colors, nor the
trees and their fruits held them back. They came forward and
gave up their lives in the path of God, the Lord of the Day of
Judgment. How many a servant hath advanced to the place of
sacrifice and returned not, having sacrificed his soul in the love
of God, the Dawning-Place of lights. When thou art blessed
with My call and drinkest the choice wine of My utterance, say:
“My God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having illumined
my heart with the light of Thy knowledge and guided me to
the Dawning-Place of Thy Revelation and the Source of Thy
inspiration. I beseech Thee by it and by its sovereignty and by
its might and its glory to make me a helper of Thy Cause and
one who standeth in service to it, in such wise that the doubts
of the world and the opposition of the nations shall not cause
me to slip. Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the Supreme, the
Mighty, the All-Knowing.”

This was revealed for his honor Haji Muhammad upon him be
the Glory of God.

i In My Name, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful

The Cause hath come, and that which was hidden from sight
hath been made manifest. The verses have been sent down
and the evidences have appeared, while the people remain in
heedlessness and error, save those who have cast behind their
backs all vain imaginings, turning unto God, the Lord of re-
ligions. The Dawning-Place of God’s Revelation hath come,
through which the tribes have lamented and earthquakes have
appeared. Thus hath the matter been decreed from before
God, the Lord of the Beginning and the End. O Muhammad!
Be thankful that the One, the Single, hath made mention of
thee from the precincts of the Prison, whereby the hearts of
the servants have been attracted. Say: O peoples of the earth!
Hearken unto the Call that hath been raised from the Most
FExalted Horizon. Beware lest the vain imaginings of those
who have denied God’s Cause when it came with clear proof
and evidence withhold you. O people! This is the Day of
God, and this is the Day that was mentioned in the Books,
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the Psalms and the Tablets. Beware lest ye deprive yourselves
of this Cause through which the fragrance of utterance hath
been wafted throughout all possibility. Thus hath the Book
spoken as it walketh in the most exalted station. Among the
people is he who hath said: “Doth the Book walk?” Say: Yea,
by the Lord of lords, it walketh and speaketh, nay it eateth, in
spite of every doubting denier. We beseech God to aid thee to
attain such steadfastness whereby the feet of all mankind shall
stand firm, and to assist thee in His remembrance and praise,
and to cause thee to speak that which shall attract the hearts
of people of understanding.

This was revealed for his honor Aqa Mirza Ahmad upon him
be the Glory of God.

He is the Answerer through Wisdom and Utterance.

Glory be to God! The light of the revelation of Him Who
conversed with God on Sinai hath illumined the world, and the
divine verses and proofs have encompassed all things to such a
degree that no possibility of denial or rejection remaineth for
the fair-minded. Blessed is he who hath attained to hear and
see with his own ears and eyes. Glory be to God! Heedlessness
hath reached such a state that they have given precedence
to the Letters over the Mother Book. Say: O people of the
Bayan, cast away your vain imaginings! By God, the Truth,
the Sun of Certitude hath dawned from the horizon of God’s
Will, the Lord of the worlds. Free yourselves from the chains
of names and proceed with freedom toward the Most Exalted
Station and the Supreme Summit. Today the fragrances of
divine verses are diffused and hidden mysteries are manifest
and visible. Deprive not yourselves and turn from what ye
possess to what God possesseth. Today the ocean of bounty is
surging and the heaven of grace is uplifted. Blessed is the soul
whom the opposition of the turban-wearers hath not prevented

from drawing nigh, nor held back from turning toward God.

Thus doth the Wronged One make mention of thee on this
darksome night that thou mayest give thanks and say: “Praise
be unto Thee, O Thou Who art the Goal of all in the heavens
and the earth.”

Thanks be to God that each of the mentioned names hath
attained unto the choice wine of the utterance of the Goal
of all the worlds. We hope they will drink thereof and make
it incumbent upon themselves to protect, according to their
ability, the servants from the vain imaginings of the heedless
Shi’ih party. Let them not be deprived of the Names and their
Possessor. For twelve hundred years they said “O Successor”
and remained deprived and forbidden from the Truth, exalted
be His glory. At last their deeds, actions and words bore the
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fruit of shedding the Most Pure Blood. They said “O ‘Ali”
yet martyred the Lord of existence by Whose word a thousand
‘Alis are created. In brief, this Day is the Day of God. Blessed
is the soul that drinketh from this cup, detached from all else.
Divine confirmation cometh from God, the Lord of Names and
Attributes.

2 Mention was made of the beloved of the heart, His Holiness

Haydar-‘Ali, upon him be the everlasting glory of God. Ac-
cording to the command, he was bidden to visit the friends
and return. That beloved of the heart must be engaged in ser-
vice night and day, and be vocal in the mention and praise of
God. The companions of this Most Great Revelation must be
so steadfast that neither the world nor whatsoever is therein of
servants, things, colors, ornaments and books shall hold them
back from the Supreme Horizon. Perchance the true treasures
may be revealed - those men who consider all save God as
utter nothingness. The barkers are many, appearing in every
city and land. This is among the tidings that flowed from the
Supreme Pen in Iraq, the Land of Mystery, and the first Most
Great Prison. This land too hath not been and is not free of
barkers. I convey greetings to the beloved of the soul, Haydar-
‘Ali, upon him be the glory and favor of the All-Merciful, and I
beseech God, exalted be His glory, for his assistance. Praise be
to God, he is mentioned in His presence and hath attained His
favor. I convey greetings, mention and praise to the friends
of that land, and I beseech for them that which will cause
the exaltation of the Word of God and the elevation of their
station.

Mention was made of the spiritual friend Aga Ahmad, upon
him be the glory and favor of God. After it was presented
before the Most Holy and Exalted Presence, these sublime, de-
cisive and blessed verses were revealed especially for him from
the heaven of the Will of the Lord of Names and Attributes.
His words, exalted be His utterance and mighty His proof:

He is the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful

5 Praise, in its essence, and thanksgiving, in its reality, beseech

the holy threshold of nearness to the Desired One, Who,
through His pervading, attractive, and absolute Will, brought
forth the wondrous creation from sheer nothingness and
adorned it with the ornament of being. This creation is
sanctified and purified from that which is possessed by the
people - that is, the former party and the Bayan and what
they possess - for without this wondrous decree, in the first
station and primary rank, none other would be true. Blessed
is the breast that is sanctified from the world’s impressions
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through the Name “O Pure One,” and blessed is the ear
that is purified from the false tales of the nations. These are
the people of Baha and the companions of the Crimson Ark,
whose mention was revealed, established, fixed and inscribed
by the Supreme Pen in the Qayyumu’l-Asma’

O Ahmad! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness.
Thou hast ever been and art still remembered. The letters
thou didst send to this servant who is present have each been
honored to be heard and distinguished by a special glance of
favor. Blessed art thou and blessed is thy father, through
whose presence God hath adorned the surface of the earth,
and through whose body He hath adorned its depths. By My
life! We have revealed for him that which cannot be equaled
by all the treasures of the world, nor by the utterances of the
learned, nor by the sighs of the mystics, nor by the lamenta-
tions of the philosophers. The intention of the learned, mystics
and philosophers in these stations are those souls who adorn
themselves with outward means while inwardly they are bar-
riers preventing the peoples of the world; otherwise the true
mystic, the spiritual scholar, and the divine philosopher are, in
the arena of the manifestation of the Lord of religions, seated
upon the throne of certitude.

O Ahmad! God willing, thou shalt be even as an enkindled fire
and as a light shining and radiant, in such wise that all may find
the divine path through the warmth of thy love, distinguish
truth from falsehood, and attain to such steadfastness that
the movement of the world will not move them and the clamor
of the nations will not cause them to slip. Convey to the loved
ones of that land and its surrounding regions greetings and
peace from the Wronged One. Say: Rejoice in that the Lord
of existence and the Sovereign of the seen and the unseen hath
turned towards you and hath mentioned you with a mention
He hath made the sovereign of mentions and their source. It
behooveth them to say:

“Praise be to Thee, O Beloved of earth and heaven! Glory be
to Thee, O Sovereign of the most exalted Paradise! Thanks be
to Thee, O Thou through Whose Name the supreme Paradise
hath bowed down in submission! We beseech Thee, O Beloved
of the world and Desire of the nations, to aid us to arise to
serve Thy Cause in such wise that the hosts and ranks shall
not prevent us. O Lord! Thou seest us detached from all save
Thee and holding fast to the cord of Thy power. Ordain for
us that which beseemeth Thy bounty, Thy giving, Thy mercy
and Thy favors. Verily, Thou art the Almighty over what Thou
willest, and in Thy right hand are the reins of all who are in
the heavens and on earth.”
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The glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of My mercy
be upon thee and upon those whom God hath related to thee
and upon those who love you for the sake of God, the Lord of
this mighty and exalted station.

This lowly one also conveyeth unto them greetings, praise,
glory and light. God is witness and testifier that they have
not been forgotten and will ever occupy a station in the court
of the utterance of the Desired One of the worlds. It is hoped
that from the trees of being there shall appear pure and goodly
fruits that will cause the exaltation of the Word of God and the
world will become blessed with the bounty of nearness. Verily
our Lord is the Almighty, the Powerful, and worthy to answer.

Concerning what was written about the esteemed son of the
late, exalted Mulla Ghulam-Rida, upon him be the Glory of
God, the Most Glorious: Some time ago, a Most Holy, Most
Exalted Tablet was specifically revealed for him, as well as a
prayer of visitation from the Tongue of Grandeur, and these
were sent forth. In truth, the effulgences of the light of God’s
grace—exalted be His glory—in relation to him and his esteemed
son are even as a brilliant, resplendent light. His is the praise,
His the thanks, His the glory, and His the splendor. I beseech
God to grant them assistance and confirmation. After mention
was made of his name before the Seat of the Purpose of all
worlds, these decisive verses were revealed. He says, blessed
and exalted be He:

“O Mihdi! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness.
Some time ago verses were sent down from the direction of
the Most Great Throne, through which the ocean of forgive-
ness surged and the fragrance of thy Lord’s loving-kindness,
the All-Merciful, was diffused, and through which the Sun of
grace shone forth and that which shall endure throughout the
kingdom of My dominion and My realm became manifest. Ver-
ily, thy Lord is the All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful. That which
hath no end hath appeared, that thou mayest give thanks unto
thy Lord, the All-Knowing Expositor.” Time and again hath
mention been made from the Most Exalted Pen of him who as-
cended to the Supreme Horizon. Give thanks and say: “Praise
be unto Thee, O Ocean of bounty, and thanks be unto Thee,
O Lord of eternity! I beseech Thee to assist me to serve Thy
Cause in such wise that the hindrance of them that hinder,
the harm of the oppressors, the fire of the aggressors, and the
opposition of the opposers shall not hold me back.”

As to what thou didst ask concerning the house, thou mayest
use it to pay the debts of him who hath ascended unto Us.
This behooveth thee and those who have laid hold on this firm
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cord. Say: Praise be unto Thee, O God of all who are in the
heavens and on earth!

O son of My Name, the Most Truthful, the Most Holy! He
who hath ascended to the Most Glorious Horizon hath attained
unto that which most of mankind hath failed to attain. Give
glad-tidings to Mihdi—upon him be My glory—and to those who
are with him, of God’s loving-kindness, the Lord of all worlds.
Praise be to God! The gaze of My loving-kindness is fixed upon
thee. Give thou glad-tidings, one by one, to all who are related,
of God’s grace and bounty. All are mentioned in the Most Holy
Court and have been adorned with His special favors and have
attained thereunto. That which hath been ordained for them
is such that were less than a needle’s eye thereof to be revealed,
all would be thunderstruck, save whom God willeth, the Lord
of the Mighty Throne.

Thou shouldst manifest such justice that its fame may encom-
pass those regions. This beseemeth thee and thy kinship to
this Most Holy, Most Great, Most Mighty, Most Luminous
Cause. Be thou as a fire amongst the righteous ones, that all
may find from thee the warmth of the love of God, the Lord of
the exalted Throne and Seat. Time after time hast thou been
blessed, and again and again hast thou heard that which, were
it to be cast upon the mountains, would cause them to soar
with longing for the mention of God, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise. Thus hath the tongue of My loving-kindness spoken, as
a grace from My presence, that the rapture of utterance might
seize thee and render thee moved and attracted, soaring in
the atmosphere of thy Lord’s love, the All-Merciful, the Most
Compassionate.

This servant also conveys greetings, glorification and Baha to
each of the kinfolk, and beseeches for them from the wondrous
and infinite grace and mercy of God that which will cause
the fruits of existence to appear. It is hoped that this sup-
plication may be honored with acceptance and the world may
benefit from these fruits, for these are the days of revelation
and bounty and favor and sustenance encompass all. Verily
our Lord is the Generous Giver, and He is the Hearer, the An-
swerer. The spirit and praise and remembrance and glory and
exaltation and grandeur be upon you and upon those related
to you and upon those who love you and upon the companions
of the Crimson Ark who make no mention of names and their
kingdoms, nor of mirrors and their suns. These are in truth, in
very truth, the people of Baha in the Book of God, the Lord
of all worlds.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Slyed) 3 o Al L A S 5 el L2

Y s

Ol e o 36 8 il G NI el L 7

Gl 2y sl S 456 Y L g Y1 Y
& AW Gy 3l 4 e s Gl 4l
K i a5 Syl LU 4
faso)Li{}‘g&p}M\)T;}T;}
o gat Sulm gy Ay Sde p8) Cole o
wd’\u,@z;ur&)x»,b,u,
oy 4l S o N slall Gaad 5N =

il G2 Al

Sl e § 2 al Joy SLLT 4l 7

M Kol 5 S G ln e bl
LU o8 el sl ru;v\ PRI
Wi ) e S o 5LV
duy 5 53 5 w3 S G O
J,,L\L;cdzx,ws}’.\,us}’w,s,
g S8 S Gl 4 5 6,0 W
e STl (5~\.PUAML9’L9 ol
T 6 1 Lieris KJM Saz 5 0L

o (’)\ m")‘ S a2

5 Ok i 31 8 S b s
Sy Job Bl Sy Al b s 2SS
81y o1 sl Olasl s 31 A (plab
lodwl ) T ol 552 8l O 51 5y 5
335 e U1 51l 5 56 b O
5 Cany Sle y Sl Hyd (1;‘54%
gl 25 a5 o) by O Lz oL
ST, SR, B, @w)‘ e
2 S o de s R e S
A T 500 At ey S o
SUAY 5 LS e e 5T )
3O U T T o) S0 Loy

il oy

115

76



Vol. 99: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1308-1309 A.H. (1890-1892) part I

BH11872

77 The servant 19 Rajab 1308

ADJ.081-082x

VWA Pdw oy V4 (‘"t 77

INBA27:147, BRL__DA#085, TZH4.212-
213x, MAS4.359bx, RHQM1.214-214

(271x) (162-162x), KHAF.035%, PYK.186

BH11872

To: Abdul-Husayn Afnan et al., in Yazd

Date: 1308-07-24 [1891-Mar-5]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord!

The Hidden and Inaccessible One, glorified be His majesty and
exalted be His grandeur, willed to manifest Himself and ut-
tered the word “Be!” Whereupon the Point appeared, and
from it emerged what was and what will be. His Books were
detailed, bearing what lies in the unseen and the visible. These
are the table of His knowledge and the bounty of His utter-
ance, through which He breathed into all things His verses
that caused hearts and souls to be attracted. Glory and splen-
dor be upon the treasuries of the pearls of His knowledge and
the repositories of the gems of His wisdom - those who have
arisen to aid His Cause, detached from all else save Him, and
holding fast to His cord for the spread of His commandments
and laws. These are the people of Baha in the Book of Names,
from the Lord of all beings, Who came from the heaven of
mystic knowledge with wisdom and utterance.

My spirit be a sacrifice for your mention and your words! Your
exalted letter, like the light of dawn, illumined the expanse
of heart and soul and adorned the dwelling of existence. I
beseech and implore the Truth, exalted be His glory, to assist
that beloved of hearts to teach the Cause and spread its traces
with wisdom and utterance. Verily, He is the Powerful, the
Mighty, the All-Bountiful. The Divine Knowledge was greatly
delighted and boundlessly rejoiced at reading the letter. After
its reading and recitation, it was taken to the Most Exalted
Summit and presented before the countenance of the Lord of
all beings, achieving the honor of His attention. This is what
the Desired One hath revealed in this unfurled tablet. His
word, mighty be His utterance and glorious His proof:
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In My Name, the Wronged One, and in My Name, the Self-
Subsisting

5 A remembrance from Us to the one who turned towards and

attained the presence while most of mankind turned away -
they who cast the Cause of God behind their backs, clinging
to the cords of conjecture and fancy. The Light hath shone
forth and the Sun hath risen and the Herald hath called out,
yet the people remain in strange doubt. God created His ser-
vants for the recognition of the Dayspring of His signs and the
Manifestation of His Self, yet they have cast aside what God
intended, holding fast to the hem of their desires. They are
indeed in heedlessness and error. The wine of vainglory hath
so intoxicated them that they are debarred from that which
profiteth them, turning instead to the source of tyranny and
oppression.

We reared one of Our brothers and protected him beneath the
canopies of Our grandeur. Yet when the Light shone forth he
turned away from Us and arose in such oppression that the
Pen lamented and the ink cried out. By the life of God, he
sought to shed My blood, having been led astray by one of
Our servants. When We departed from among them, he arose
and uttered that which caused the tears of the righteous to flow.
My soul is bewildered by his deeds, as are the Concourse on
High, the exalted Paradise, and the companions of the Crimson
Ark. To this the Mother Book beareth witness in the most
exalted station.

God hath, through His power and sovereignty, transformed the
prison into the Most Exalted Paradise. Say: O people, behold
the power and dominion of God, how He opened the prison gate
with the key of His Name, the All-Glorious, the All-Bountiful.
The servant in attendance before Us hath presented thy letter,
and after permission was granted, We heard it and answer
thee with these verses from whose horizons shine forth the
suns of wisdom and utterance. We found from thy letter the
fragrance of thy love and thy turning towards Us. We beseech
God, blessed and exalted be He, to assist thee with that which
shall cause thy remembrance to endure in this station which
God hath made the circling-point of the Manifestations of His
signs.

O My Afnan! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness.

We have risen this day speaking thy name and mentioning that
by which the hearts of the chosen ones were attracted. Take the
chalice of eternity in the name of thy Lord, the Most Glorious,
then drink therefrom despite the enemies, and say: Praise,
glory, gratitude and splendor be unto God for having guided
me to a Revelation that hath stunned the hearts of the wicked
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and strengthened me to turn towards Him through the means
of the heavens and earth, until I came, attained His presence,
heard His sweetest call and beheld His most glorious horizon.
I beseech Him by the ocean of His bounty and the heaven of
His giving to aid me in that which He loveth and is pleased
with, lest there appear from me that which is unseemly. Verily,
He is the Omnipotent over whatsoever He willeth through His
sovereignty that hath encompassed all created things.

O my Lord! T am Thy servant and the son of Thy servant. I
have turned with my whole being unto Thee, turning away
from all else besides Thee. I beseech Thee by Thy Cause
through which Thou hast subdued the world and the nations to
send down upon me in all conditions that which will draw me
nigh unto Thee, O Thou in Whose grasp are the reins of deeds
and hopes. O my Lord! Thou seest the poor one standing be-
fore the gate of Thy bounty, turning toward the Kaaba of Thy
presence. I beseech Thee by Thy Day wherein Thou didst blow
the Trumpet and reveal the realities of all things and unite the
hearts, to make me circle round Thy will in such wise that I
shall not breathe except by Thy leave and Thy desire. Verily,
Thou art the Omnipotent, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

We make mention at this time of one of the Afnan who hath
been named Mirza — upon him rest My Glory and My loving-
kindness and My mercy. We have, aforetime, exalted him and
made mention of him in diverse Tablets, as a token of Our
grace and as a gift from Our presence. Verily thy Lord doeth
as He willeth, through His Name, the One Who hath dominion
over all who are in earth and heaven.

O Mirza! Upon thee be My Most Glorious Glory. Hearken
unto the Call from the horizon of ‘Akka. Verily, neither the
treasures of the wealthy, nor the jewels of princes, nor the riches
of the learned can compare with it. Thy Lord is, in truth,
the Almighty, the Unconstrained. Neither the tribulations of
the world, nor its might, nor the denial of those who have
disbelieved in the Beginning and the End could hinder Him. O
Mirza! Take hold of the Book with the strength that cometh
from Him, then act in accordance with that which thou hast
been commanded by God, the Lord of Daybreak.

We have exalted thee for My recognition and the service of My
Cause. Cast aside what the people possess and take what We
have sent down for thee from the most exalted Station. We
desire to show thee a mighty measure of detachment, that We
may make thee a door to this Cause, through which the Herald
hath proclaimed: The Kingdom belongeth to God, the Lord of
Lords. Deprive not thyself of that which We have ordained for

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

5 AoV B ey Oy 2SO
flhe STe yon e = dll g Y Bl
b s e MW (s 2 b Jo 5 O
Al wlabey Lo b o juzil) p &) i Y

ORI e

OKVL;\J;JMU\,JMU;)L;\ :

s L S S e Lo KU
fd&dﬂd\ﬂy\}éu‘uﬁm
ft”)&”’“?’du"li&‘@ﬂbd\yw
A B a7 ol JLYI 5 e
‘QL”‘JJWW&‘M&M;»L
U/é*‘“\))rﬂ” S S ad Lg_,\j\ S g
GM d‘ u)k“ﬂ\ u” v-il)‘ E) )}A‘Y\ d"u"
&JW\WWQ}&J\)\J?M&

\;ﬂésj\gu\ dol ) s (3§
;&wowjb\fuwujdtrw
wuf,uwmwc\)\wbﬁ
Je el asl o L.A“Le‘}w_&)u\bvw

Slyed) 5 sV G o

B e 1) & e Sl e 1 L
FI ;L,:«Y\ ol dole Y 5 Ke
JJ,J\}A &) 5l ;UJ\))K Y, ;\/‘}1\
Yoy Leshe Vo, Ll 142 anc A)Ls‘.\
L b QU5 eadl 18 o) 2] 0]
go/\uy\{éowwb&{g@uﬁ.
AP - (P

.cpucw,m.u.,guﬂ&u)ﬁ\
B plal) Jet & SO ol b do sl
Yl o e il e 5 00
S b 4 ol Y1 L S
le s a2 ¥ QLY Oy & S
L‘-JM’T’*‘*‘T‘V"’“L‘JOB‘C"Q

ol 8

118



13

Vol. 99: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1308-1309 A.H. (1890-1892) part I

BH11872

thee. Leave the people and what they possess. He comman-
deth thee with that which will draw thee nigh unto Him in all
conditions. Give thou the glad-tidings of My remembrance to
My Afnan, that the rapture of the verses may so seize them
that neither the happenings of the world nor the oppression of
those who have denied the Revealer of verses may cause them
grief. Say: Fear not, neither be ye sorrowful. Arise from the
horizon of the House with a sovereignty at whose manifestation
all created things have bowed down. Say: We have exalted you
and made mention of you in such wise as no mention can equal.
Soon shall appear that which ye were promised in the Book.
Nothing whatsoever escapeth His knowledge. He witnesseth
and seeth, and He is the Mighty, the All-Seeing.

O My Afnan! We have desired to make mention of Afshar
who has arisen to serve the Cause and hath spoken in praise
of God, the Lord of all beings. Blessed be his tongue, and
blessed be his heart for having turned towards My horizon,
and blessed be his ears for having heard the verses of God, the
Manifestor of clear proofs. Now We speak in Persian after the
most eloquent tongue that thou mayest rejoice and be of the
thankful ones. God, exalted be His glory, spoke two words to
the Son of Imran on the Mount of Knowledge, and now He
hath opened before thee a book and hath spoken that which is
an everlasting treasure for thee. Strive that this station may
not be effaced or altered. Thou hast indeed exerted great effort
regarding Ali-Haydar, upon him be My Glory and My favor. In
truth, noble services have appeared from him. It behooveth all
to recognize the station of his services and to act as is befitting.

His Honour Afshar, upon him be My Glory, hath truly well
comprehended the degrees of knowledge of the Shi’ih. That
which hath flowed from his pen hath been accepted before the
Face. Glory be to God! The Shi’ih party have not had and do
not have more than two words of truth, and that is their verbal
confession of the Divinity and the Prophetic Mission. For one
thousand two hundred years they played at succession, and
finally martyred their Master with manifest tyranny. The Most
Great Law and God, the Lord of the worlds, have lamented
their oppression. In the days when they were engaged in service
in the name of the Apostle of God - may the spirit of all else
but Him be sacrificed for His sake - the Cause reached such a
station that the tongues of those who praised were powerless
to extol it and those who would enumerate were incapable of
counting its virtues. But when they altered it and set about
arranging partners, power was transformed into impotence and
glory into abasement.
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The Exalted One - may the spirit of all else but Him be sacri-
ficed for His sake - sayeth that the bodies of the Letters of the
Living are at the station of the spirits of the former Imams. Ob-
serve ye the Bayan and make the people aware, that perchance
they may not again become afflicted with vain imaginings. The
station of the Letters of the Living is that of servitude, and
they were created by a word, and one of those souls was Mulla
Baqir. The purpose is that souls may attain to the lights of
the Sun of true unity. Say: O Afshar! He Who is the Chosen
One remembereth thee at this time even as He remembered
thee before. Verily He is the All-Knowing, the Expositor.

Those souls who were not with Us and were unaware of the
Cause, when they observed that the effulgences of the reve-
lations of the lights of the Most Glorious Sun had somewhat
illumined the world, they rushed forth from behind the veil
with the swords of hatred, and now they are occupied with
forming a party like unto the Shi’ih party. They have taken
fancy as their lord besides God. Thus have their souls enticed
them, and today they are among the most lost ones in My
perspicuous Book.

O Afshar! Upon thee be My Glory and My favor. Hearken
unto My call from the direction of My prison, then illumine the
hearts of the world with the light of My Cause, the Dawning,
the Mighty, the Wondrous. Say: O people of the earth! Come,
that I may give you to drink of the Kawthar of utterance in
the name of our Lord, the Most Merciful. Then hasten with
illumined hearts to the horizon of the revelation of Him Who
conversed on the Mount, in the prison of Akka. Beware lest
the roaring of men frighten you, or the whisperings of those
who have denied the Day of Judgment prevent you.

We have remembered thee time and again with that whereby
thy remembrance and thy name shall endure in the Book of
God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. The glory shining forth
from the heaven of My mercy be upon thee and upon those who
are with thee and who hear thy words concerning this Cause
whereby the limbs of the ungodly have quaked with fear.

Verily We have made mention of the Alif and Fa, and We
desire to make mention of him who was named Muhammad
before Isma’il, that the sweet fragrances of God’s revelation,
the Lord of the Mighty Throne, may attract him. O Isma’il!
Behold and then remember those who turned toward the place
of sacrifice in the path of God, the Lord of all beings, and who
spent what they possessed of wealth and life in their longing to
attain the presence of God, the Possessor of this exalted and
glorious station.
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Say: O company of the heedless! Be fair in what hath been
manifested in truth, and be not of the wrongdoers. Is Ashraf,
who turned toward God and sacrificed himself in His path,
better, or Hadi, who, when he heard the clamor, was disturbed
and fear seized his limbs, and he ascended the pulpit and spoke
that which caused the Faithful Spirit to lament? By God!
His life testifieth to his hypocrisy, while the ascension of the
former beareth witness to his acceptance and his constancy,
whereby bewilderment seized every servant who turned to God,
the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Blessed art thou, inasmuch as
the countenance of the Wronged One hath turned toward thee
from His remote prison. Say: Praise be to Thee, O God of the
world, for having caused me to hear Thy call and to behold
Thy signs, and for having enabled me to draw nigh unto Thee
through the means of the heavens and earth. I beseech Thee,
by the ocean of Thy Most Bountiful Name, to ordain for me
what Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones. Verily, Thou art
the One Who hath power over whatsoever He willeth through
Thy mighty and wondrous command.

Verily We desired to make mention of him who was named
Ibrahim and give him the glad-tidings of God’s bounty and
generosity, and We counsel him with that which will draw him
nigh unto a station wherein the atoms proclaim: The kingdom
belongeth unto God, the Powerful, the Almighty. O Ibrahim!
From the beginning, heedless souls remained concealed from
manifest authority and were occupied with their own protec-
tion, but when the divine light shone forth from the horizon of
the heaven of the Lord’s will, they emerged from behind the
veil and brought about that which hath no equal. Say: My
God, my God! Aid the heedless to be fair in Thy Cause and to
be just concerning what hath appeared from Thee, and enable
them to return to the gate of Thy bounty. Verily, Thou art
the Powerful over what Thou willest. There is none other God
but Thee, the Ordainer, the Ancient of Days. End.

2 Praise be to God, the honored nobleman, His Holiness the

Afnan, Haji Siyyid Mirza, upon him be the Glory of God, the
Most Glorious, hath from the beginning until now been success-
ful in serving the Cause and hath held fast to the mighty cord
of God, and hath been mentioned and continues to be men-
tioned in the Most Holy and Exalted Court of the Desired One
of all worlds - may the spirit of all who are in the kingdoms of
Command and Creation be a sacrifice unto Him. When his lu-
minous letter arrived mentioning the funds that remained with
His Honor the deceased and martyred one who was martyred
in the path of God, Haji Shaykh Muhammad-‘Ali, upon him
be the Glory of God, the Most Glorious, he had written that
the honored deceased one himself knew it was not our money,
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so now what answer shall we give to its owners? Henceforth no
one will come near us. After this matter was presented in the
Most Holy and Exalted Court of our Beloved and the Beloved
of all who are in earth and heaven, these exalted words shone
forth from the dawning-place of the heaven of divine favor -
mighty is His utterance and glorious His proof:

O servant in attendance! Write to his honor Afnan, upon him
be my glory and my loving-kindness: You made no mention
of the affairs of Beirut and Constantinople, and from the be-
ginning no permission was sought nor consultation undertaken,
despite all being commanded to this. Nevertheless, the sum of
six hundred and seven Ottoman liras which was the House’s
funds and was present was delivered to his honor Afnan, upon
him be my glory and loving-kindness, for him to send. Ver-
ily, were He to wish, He could pay the debts of the world. Thy
Lord is indeed the One with power over whatsoever He willeth.

Read the Tablet of Ra’is and the Tablets to the Kings that
thou mayest be assured that all affairs are in His grasp - He
turneth them as He pleaseth, and He is the Single, the One,
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Grieve not over anything.
Place thy trust in all matters in God, the Master of the Day
of Judgment. Hold fast unto that which We have commanded
thee, then act according to what We have imparted unto thee
before and after. Verily We desire thee and love thee and
command thee to that which shall profit thee in the Hereafter
and in this world. To this testifieth that which hath appeared
from Me before the faces of princes and sovereigns.

In truth, after the arrival of His missive, whatever was out-
wardly possible, He commanded its execution. His honor Af-
nan, the venerable Haji Siyyid Ali and his honor Aqa Mirza
Mubhsin, upon them both be the Glory of God the Most Glo-
rious, are aware of what transpired and remained undisclosed.
The favors of the True One, exalted be His glory, towards his
honor exceed the reckoning of this servant and others. I be-
seech Him and implore Him to open the gates of grace, bounty
and generosity with the key of the Most Great Name, and
to assist his honor to act according to that which he is com-
manded. It is hoped that He will illumine and purify the hearts
and souls so that whatever has been and is being submitted
may be answered. Verily our Lord is the All-Bountiful, the
All-Generous.

Mention was made of his honor Afnan, the venerable Haji
Mirza Muhammad, upon him be the Glory of God the Most
Glorious. In truth, he has been and is deserving of the favors of
the True One, exalted be His glory. His love and devotion are
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firm and steadfast. And after his mention was submitted to
the Most Holy and Most Exalted Court, these manifest verses
were revealed from the heaven of grace. He says, exalted be
His utterance and mighty be His proof:

In My Name, the One Who dominates all names

O Muhammad, O Afnan! Upon thee be My mercy and My
glory! We have mentioned thee before in verses through which
the fragrance of bounties and favors was diffused, and We make
mention of thee at this time in such wise as will draw thee nigh
unto God, the Lord of the worlds. I bear witness that thou wast
remembered before the Wronged One at all times. Thy Lord
is verily the All-Merciful, the Generous.

We remember thy presence, thy meeting, and thy standing
before the Gate. Nothing whatsoever escapeth the knowledge
of thy Lord. He witnesseth, seeth and heareth, and He is the
All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. We make mention of the Afnan -
upon him be My glory and My loving-kindness - and give him
the glad tidings of that which hath been ordained for him by
God, the Lord of the Mighty Throne. By the life of God! That
which hath been ordained for him cannot be equaled by all the
treasures of the world. He Who possesseth the knowledge of
all things in a clear Book beareth witness to this. We beseech
God to open before his face the doors of grace and bounty. He,
verily, is the Almighty over what He willeth. There is none
other God but Him, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

We make mention of the Leaves who have been blessed by that
which was inscribed by the Most Exalted Pen in the Books of
God, the Mighty, the All-Praised. Blessed are they and joy
be unto them. We testify that they have turned toward the
Most Exalted Horizon and have heard His sweetest call when
it was raised from the Prison of Akka, and they have attained
unto that which was inscribed in the Tablets of God, the Lord
of this resplendent Day. The glory shining from the horizon
of the heaven of My loving-kindness be upon thee and upon
My loved ones who have not broken My Covenant and My
Testament, and who have testified to that which the Tongue
of Grandeur hath spoken: Verily there is none other God but
Him, the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

This servant also conveyeth greetings to them and to the
friends. God is witness and testifier that the honored ones
and friends are ever mentioned by tongue and recorded by
pen. Their remembrance and love have not left the heart, nor
will they ever. Their mention hath another effect and another
fruit. They are the trees in the garden of God’s remembrance.
I beseech Him, exalted be His glory, to send down from the
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clouds of grace and heaven of bounty that which will cause
their exaltation and elevation.

My God, My God! Let not these fruits fall from the Tree, and
in every moment bestow the water of bounty. Thou art the
Mighty, the Powerful, the Bestower, the All-Knowing. Bounty
and giving are in Thy grasp. There is none other God but Thee,
the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious. Glory and mention and
praise be upon you and upon those who love you for the sake
of God, our Goal and your Goal and the Goal of all who are
in the heavens and the earth.

The servant 24th of Rajab 1308

The sum of thirty-eight tumans was not received, but receipt
was written.
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To: Jinab-i-Afshar et al., in Yazd
Date: 1308-07-24 [1891-Mar-5]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

Praise be unto the King of the realm of earth and heaven, Who
hath, through His Most Exalted Word, adorned the realities
of existence with the ornament of recognition and illumined
all hearts with the light of true knowledge. Today, praise be
to God, the Sun of true unity hath dawned from the horizon
of divine Will, yet the deluded ones shall not attain unto this
station nor achieve success therein. Beseech ye God that He
may, purely for His sake, strengthen all faces and hearts in such
wise that the affairs of this world and its ornaments and colors
may not prevent them from the Most Exalted Horizon, and
may establish them firmly in His manifest Faith. Verily, He
is the Omnipotent over whatsoever He willeth. There is none
other God but Him, the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.

Thy noble letter, which was as a vessel bearing the fragrance
of love, when its seal was broken, diffused its sweet perfume
throughout all existence. Praise be to God Who granted con-
firmation and, through countless means, bestowed the grace
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of recognition, acceptance and attention. His bounty brought
existence into being and guided it to the path of His justice.
After perusing and reading it with joy and delight, it was taken
to the Most Exalted Court and Supreme Height, and presented
before the countenance of the Lord of Names, after which per-
mission was granted. This is what the Tongue of Grandeur
spoke after hearing it. His word, exalted be His utterance and
mighty His proof, and there is no God but Him:

In My Name, through which the ocean of God’s knowledge,
the Self-Subsisting, the All-Compelling, hath surged!

5 O thou who gazeth upon the Face and speaketh among the

servants! Say: O peoples of the earth! By the True God,
the Call hath been raised from the prison of Akka - a Call in
whose yearning to hear it countless souls have perished. My
Tongue in this glorious and wondrous station beareth witness
to this. This is the Day wherein the ocean of God’s utterance,
the Lord of all worlds, hath surged. Blessed is he who hath
turned towards it and been moved by His Most Great, His
Most Bountiful Name. Say: O people! Deprive not yourselves
of this bounty wherewith God hath adorned the preamble of
His Books, His Scrolls, and His holy and luminous Tablet. Cast
away what ye possess, turning unto the Most Exalted Horizon,
and shatter the idols of vain imaginings with the hosts of wis-
dom and utterance. This is better for you than all ye possess.
Thus hath the Tongue spoken in the kingdom of utterance.
Blessed are they that hear!

With complete de-
termination, guide the heedless ones to the horizon of divine
knowledge. Blessed is the breast that, having been sanctified
from the tales and traces of the past, hath turned unto the
Mother Book. Today the Euphrates of wisdom and utterance
floweth from the right hand of the throne of the All-Merciful,
and from the treasury of the Most Exalted Pen appear and
shine forth the pearls of knowledge and the gems of under-
standing.

Say: O people! Be fair! Defile not existence with unseemly
false statements and fabricated stories. By the Sun of knowl-
edge that shineth resplendent from the most exalted horizon of
utterance, from the beginning of the world until now no Rev-
elation like unto this hath appeared. He is the Interlocutor
of Sinai Who sitteth upon the throne of Revelation. He is the
Great News mentioned in the former Books, Whose advent the
Prophets and Messengers foretold unto all peoples. Take ye, O
people, the Book of God with the power that proceedeth from
Him, and be not of the heedless ones. God hath ordained for
them that turn unto Him, the Lord of all worlds, that which no
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tongue or pen can recount or enumerate. Fear ye God, then
turn with radiant faces unto this Cause by the command of
this Wise Ordainer.

O Mim! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness! Aid
thou the Cause of God through the hosts of wisdom and ut-
terance, and through that which draweth the people nigh unto
His glorious and wondrous horizon. He, verily, will be with
thee and will strengthen thee through His sovereignty and will
reinforce thee through His hosts. He, verily, is potent over all
things. Blessed is thy pen for having caused to flow from it that
which hath been adorned with the ornament of acceptance, a
mercy from God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy:.

The affairs of the Shi’ih sect are well known to thee. In truth,
that which thou hast mentioned is the cause of the people’s
acceptance and guidance, were ye to be fair-minded. This
Wronged One hath, through divine power and might, openly
proclaimed before the faces of both high and low, without any
veil or concealment, whatsoever would lead to the guidance,
salvation and tranquility of mankind. The hindrance of the
hinderers and the tyranny of the oppressors did not prevent
Him from revealing mysteries. In all conditions We have spo-
ken forth counsels and admonitions, and when the light of the
Sun of Proof shed its radiance from the horizons of hearts,
all arose to extinguish that manifest and gleaming Light, save
whom God wished.

Although We have, in the Books, Tablets, Scriptures and Epis-
tles, forbidden conflict, corruption and strife, and have com-
manded that which leadeth to salvation, nearness unto God,
goodly deeds and praiseworthy character, yet glory be to God!
Though the Sun of Truth is shining, the ocean of knowledge
and wisdom is surging, the rivers of bounty are flowing, and
the Sacred and Blessed Tree is speaking, all are found to be
veiled save a few, and few of My servants are truly thankful.

Say: O people! Fear ye God and follow not your desires. Fol-
low Him Who hath come unto you with a clear authority. In
the great city, a few have arisen in opposition and are occupied
in destroying the Most Exalted Word. One who hath dwelt for
more than forty years beneath the pavilions of grandeur, in
comfort and at rest, hath today united with a few others and
is manifesting boundless oppression. Each day they have com-
mitted that which hath caused grief to those who are nigh unto
God and are sanctified. They have seized upon the calumnies
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of armies and the lies of multitudes, and are engaged in war-
fare. Thus hath God revealed what was hidden in their breasts
and the treachery of their eyes.

His Honour Afnan, A. and H., upon whom rest My glory and
loving-kindness, turned towards this direction. Subsequently,
through telegraph they informed that Siyyid Ahmad and his
companions had stolen a sum of cash as well as paper currency
and had gone to Akka. And regarding His Honour the Great
Afnan, upon whom be the Most Glorious Baha of God, who in
this land had and hath no thought save seclusion, they have
written that which they themselves testify is false. These mat-
ters have come to light so that all might recognize Yahya and
become aware of what this Wronged One hath endured. The
mysteries of the Surih of Lugman have in these days become
manifest and visible. However, these matters and their like are
absolute nothingness. Their mention is due to consummate
wisdom, that the loved ones might discover and recognize.

Say: O people! By God, the Tree speaketh, the Fire uttereth,
and the Light mentioneth and calleth out: “The Beloved of all
in the heavens and earth hath come!” Thereupon the call was
raised from every direction: “Blessed art thou, O Akka, in that
God hath made thee the dawning-place of His revelation and
the dayspring of His inspiration, and hath honored thee with
His presence. Happy art thou, O Akka, in that the Call hath
been raised within thee and there hath appeared that which
was hidden and treasured in knowledge and concealed from
eyes of those who are related.”

Convey My greetings to each one from this Wronged One and
give them glad tidings of the verses revealed from the heaven
of oneness, that all may behold themselves freed and detached
from that which the people possess and turn unto that which
is with God. The splendor shining from the horizon of the
heaven of bounty be upon thee and upon them that are with
thee and love thee and hearken to thy words concerning this
Cause which God hath made sanctified from all likeness and
similitude, and hath caused it to dawn and shine forth from
the horizon of grace unto all who are in the heavens and on
earth.

A hundred thousand thanks unto the Purpose of all the worlds
Who, through the breezes of His verses, hath made hearts and
minds receptive and bestowed fellowship. Glory be unto Him,
glory be unto Him! His is the greatness and the power, the
might and the choice. He is the Potent One Who illumined
the breasts of the sincere ones with the light of His favor and
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set hearts ablaze with the fire of His love. This fire hath di-
verse effects - it sendeth some to the field of sacrifice and estab-
lisheth others upon the throne of detachment. Night and day
the Tongue of Grandeur uttereth that which uniteth hearts.
How many nights did the Eye of Grandeur, out of love for His
loved ones, remain sleepless and slumberless. Verses are sent
down like copious rain. Glory be to God! The unfair ones
in the world remain heedless and veiled unto this day. They
distinguish not between the fire of the Divine Lote-Tree and
the fire of self and passion. Their nature is to turn away and
their practice is to close their eyes. In truth, perplexity upon
perplexity!

The people of the Furgan cling to the Book of God - all have
seen and read it. The companions of the Spirit - peace and
glory be upon Him - cling to the Gospel, and all have seen that
the entire utterance of that All-Knowing Expounder doth not
exceed a portion. And now, at every moment, there is being
revealed that which all the pens of the world are powerless to
record and all the tongues of the nations are unable to recount.

Now, with utmost humility, I submit: O my God, my Beloved,
my Generous One, my Merciful One! Thou didst create Thy
servants and bring them from nothingness into being for Thy
recognition. Deprive them not now. Thou art that Maker
Whose craftsmanship throughout the world and Whose evi-
dent means among the nations all testify to Thy power and
acknowledge Thy grace and bounty. Were Thou to withhold
these from them, who would acknowledge Thy power and con-
fess Thy sovereignty? O my Lord! Every person void of under-
standing beareth witness to Thy power, sovereignty and great-
ness. Deliver Thy loved ones, by Thy generous hands, from
the clay of idle fancies and preserve them through the hosts
of Thy revelation and inspiration. Thou art the Powerful, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

The expressions of gratitude, sincerity, evanescence and noth-
ingness which thou didst manifest before the appearance of
Him Who conversed upon Sinai - may the spirit of all who are
in the kingdom of command and creation be a sacrifice unto His
remembrance - verily from these the fragrance of detachment,
purity, submissiveness, humility and faithfulness wafteth. And
after the presentation of this matter in the Most Holy and Most
Exalted Court, these words shone forth from the tongue of the
Beloved of the worlds - exalted be His utterance and His proof:

In My Name, the One Who appeareth before all faces
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O thou who soarest in My atmosphere, who gazest toward My
horizon, who turneth unto the lights of My countenance, who
speaketh in My praise, and who holdeth fast unto the cord
of My bounty! Hear thou My call on this Day which hath
been named the Day of God in the Books and Tablets. Say:
O people! Hear ye, hear ye! The call hath been raised from
the direction of Akka, and the ocean of utterance hath surged
before the faces of all religions, and the Sun of proof hath
shone forth with a light at whose appearance all other lights
have bowed down. O people! Fear ye God, then judge with
fairness concerning that which hath appeared in truth. Verily
it draweth you to the most exalted station. O people! Deny
not the proof of God and His evidence. Turn with your hearts
unto God, the Lord of Lords.

We have heard that wherewith thou hast called upon God,
and We found from it the fragrance of thy love, thy turning
and thy devotion to the Mighty, the Bestower. Glory be to
God! The people of the Furqan, despite what hath appeared
from the Tongue of Grandeur - that He is verily the Messenger
of God and the Seal of the Prophets - assert that the breezes of
revelation and the fragrances of inspiration have been cut off
after His Holiness, and this blessed word concludeth with His
exalted saying: “The Day when mankind shall stand before the
Lord of the worlds.” By the testimony of the Furqan, the Day
is the Day of God and the Manifestation is the Manifestation
of God. Nevertheless, none hath understood. The source of
ignorance, falsehood, conflict and corruption hath said that
the Surih of Unity must be translated, for the Babis believe in
Lordship and Divinity. Say: O people! Be fair! If the breezes
of revelation are cut off, who shall guide the servants and who
shall be? If ye hearken to the words of the Truthful Informer,
after the Seal cometh the Manifestation of God, and all books
bear witness to this.

They have likewise said that the prayer recited at dawn during
the blessed month of Ramadan, which is adorned with this
Name, must be abandoned - despite their having given glad
tidings that the Most Great Name is present and mentioned
in this prayer. The signs, manifestations and allusions of this
Most Great Revelation have encompassed the whole world, yet
the people remain veiled from that which is with God by that
which is with them. In brief, they have denied the virtue of this
prayer and forbidden its recitation. Such is the condition of
the divines, let alone the condition of the ignorant. We testify
that they are the ignorant ones, and those beneath them are
superior to them.
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The Primal Point - may the spirit of all else be sacrificed for
Him - hath said: “Verily He speaketh in every condition, ‘I,
verily, am God. There is none other God but Me, the Lord
of all things. All besides Me are My creation. O My creation!
Worship ye Me.”” In the beginning of the Bayan He hath de-
scribed the One Who shall be made manifest with that which
hath been mentioned. Blessed are they who behold and they
who attain!

O thou who gazeth upon the Countenance! It is incumbent
upon you and upon all to take hold of the reins of the Cause
by God’s leave, that perchance this people may not be afflicted
with the vain imaginings of the previous people. This is ac-
counted among the most excellent of deeds before the Self-
Sufficient, the Most Exalted.

25 O Ahmad! The ears of the world were created to hear this Call.

This Call is a radiant light that awakens the friends and shows
the way, and is a blazing fire. One manifestation of it struck the
Tree of Sinai, raising the cry “Verily, I am God,” and struck the
Spirit, whereupon it departed from the realm of body and flesh,
seeking the eternal station, and the fourth heaven became the
seat of ascendancy. O Ahmad! They knew not the Day of God
and are deprived of the Sun of Truth. But what says the Shi’ih
party? If their deeds matched their words, where is the fruit
thereof? And if the Tree of Branches was planted, where are
its leaves and boughs? They recite “the Day when mankind
shall stand before the Lord” yet are deprived of it. Read what
the All-Merciful hath revealed in the Qur’an: “Though it be
of the weight of a grain of mustard seed and though it be in a
rock, or in the heavens, or in the earth, God will bring it forth.
Verily, God is subtle and informed.” O Ahmad! The Pharaoh
of the age hath emerged from behind the clouds with the sword
of hatred. Surely thou hast heard the details. The Wronged
One of the horizons counseleth all to protect the servants, that
perchance the veils of idle fancies may not again intervene and
prevent the people from the manifestations of the Luminary of
the Revelation. Verily, He is powerful over all things.

26 Say: O people, fear God! That which was never manifest in

creation hath appeared, and that which was inscribed by the
Supreme Pen hath come. Cast aside what the people possess,
turning unto God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. We be-
seech God to assist thee and enable thee to do what He loveth
and pleaseth. Verily, He is the Protector of the doers of good.
Say: Praise be to Thee, O my God, for having caused my name
to flow from Thy Pen. I testify that Thou hast appeared and
manifested what was hidden in knowledge and concealed in the
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treasury of Thy protection. Thou art, verily, the Almighty, the
Powerful. I beseech Thee, O Desire of the world and Quickener
of nations, by the Light which the veils of the peoples could
not withhold, to assist me to arise to serve Thee and to aid
Thy Cause with wisdom and utterance. Thou art, verily, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

7 This servant also conveyeth to them greetings, praise, remem-

brance and glory, hoping that they may rend asunder the veils
of the people with the finger of steadfastness, that they might
attain to that for which they were adorned with the ornament
of existence. The Command is in God’s hands, our Lord and
your Lord and the Lord of the mighty throne.

As to the matter of printing, praise be to God, it hath been
accepted. The Most Great Branch of God - may my spirit and
being be offered up for the dust of His footsteps - hath, accord-
ing to the command, considered it. In truth, the ignorance and
waywardness of the former people is evident from what hath
been mentioned. Blessed is he who hath been just in what
hath appeared, and blessed are they who have attained. Glory
and praise and remembrance be upon you and upon those who
are with you and who love you and hear your words concerning
the proof of God’s Manifestation, the Lord of all worlds.

In this hour the servant attained the presence. The Ancient
Beauty turned to him and said: We wish to make mention of
the son of him who loved Us, who turned to God, attained,
arrived, received and drank the Kawthar of utterance from the
hand of the bounty of his Lord, the Lord of all beings. We
have made mention of him before and at this moment, and We
testify that he is among those who have attained. O Muham-
mad, upon thee be the glory of God! Convey My greetings
to him and give him the glad-tidings of My loving-kindness.
He hath attained to the standing which was foretold in the
Qur’an: “The Day when mankind shall stand before the Lord
of the Worlds.”

This servant also conveyeth greetings and glory unto him, and
beseecheth from the Dawning-Place of the Most Great Bounty
His favors for him. Verily our Lord is the Hearer, the Answerer,
the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. That which he sent hath been
adorned with the ornament of acceptance, as a grace from our
Lord and your Lord and the Lord of this flourishing Prison.
The glory and the remembrance and the praise be upon thee
once again, and upon him, and upon every patient and grateful
one.
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Study guide to this volume

The tablets gathered in this volume belong to Baha'u’llah’s final two years of active writing, a
period shadowed by approaching death yet marked by undiminished clarity of moral and social
vision. The undisputed centerpiece is the Lawh-i-Dunya (Tablet of the World, BH00238), one
of the great synthetic statements of Baha’u’llah’s mature thought: here the universal ethic of
the revelation — consort with all religions, let your vision be world-embracing, establish the Lesser
Peace, cultivate a common language and universal education — is no longer scattered across a dozen
tablets but gathered into a single document of world renewal. Around it cluster tablets dealing
with the practical strains of late community life: financial crisis, slander from hostile diplomatic
circles in Constantinople, internal opposition from Azali rivals, and the daily effort to keep a
dispersed and embattled community anchored in trustworthiness and patience. Taken together,
this first part of the 1890-92 writings shows a revelation poised between the universally addressed
and the immediately practical, between proclamation to humanity and the pastoral governance of
a community under siege.

A World-Embracing Vision: The Lawh-i-Dunya

Key Passages

It is incumbent upon every man, in this Day, to hold fast unto whatsoever will promote
the interests, and exalt the station, of all nations and just governments. Through each
and every one of the verses which the Pen of the Most High hath revealed, the doors
of love and unity have been unlocked and flung open to the face of men... Whatsoever
hath led the children of men to shun one another, and hath caused dissensions and
divisions amongst them, hath, through the revelation of these words, been nullified and
abolished... The highest essence and most perfect expression of whatsoever the peoples
of old have either said or written hath, through this most potent Revelation, been sent
down from the heaven of the Will of the All-Possessing, the Ever-Abiding God. —
BH00238

Whilst in the Prison of ‘Akka, We revealed in the Crimson Book that which is conducive
to the advancement of mankind and to the reconstruction of the world. The utterances
set forth therein by the Pen of the Lord of creation include the following which constitute
the fundamental principles for the administration of the affairs of men: First: It is
incumbent upon the ministers of the House of Justice to promote the Lesser Peace so
that the people of the earth may be relieved from the burden of exorbitant expenditures...
Second: Languages must be reduced to one common language to be taught in all the
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schools of the world. Third: It behoveth man to adhere tenaciously unto that which will
promote fellowship, kindliness and unity. Fourth: Everyone, whether man or woman,
should hand over to a trusted person a portion of what he or she earneth... for the
training and education of children. Fifth: Special regard must be paid to agriculture.—
BHO00238

O people of God! Do not busy yourselves in your own concerns; let your thoughts be
fixed upon that which will rehabilitate the fortunes of mankind and sanctify the hearts
and souls of men. This can best be achieved through pure and holy deeds, through a
virtuous life and a goodly behaviour. Valiant acts will ensure the triumph of this Cause,
and a saintly character will reinforce its power. — BH00238

Context for Study

The Lawh-i-Dunya is addressed to Aqa Mirza Aqa Afnan (Nuru’d-Din), a devoted Baha'i closely
connected to the family of the Bab, and its opening passages locate the social teachings within
the framework of a community-wide commitment to transformation. What makes the tablet dis-
tinctive is the integration of large-scale institutional vision (the Lesser Peace, a universal language,
universal education, agricultural reform) with an intensely personal moral demand: your deeds,
your character, your saintly life are the “hosts” through which the Cause will prevail. This dual
structure — institution-building from above and character-transformation from within — is the
mark of mature Baha'i social thought, and the Lawh-i-Dunya articulates it with unusual clarity.
The five principles drawn from the Crimson Book (Kitab-i-Aqdas) are presented here as practical
mandates for the governance of a global civilization, not as distant ideals. Parallel visions in other
traditions are suggestive but partial: the Hebrew prophets articulate moral demands for justice but
offer less by way of concrete institutional architecture; Islamic jurisprudence develops institutional
structures but is anchored in a specific legal tradition rather than universal human governance; En-
lightenment political philosophy proposes institutions but grounds them in social contract rather
than divine revelation. The Lawh-i-Dunya synthesizes these inheritances while departing from all
of them: the institutions are universal in scope, the moral demand is personal and spiritual, and
the authority grounding both is prophetic and revelatory.

Questions for Reflection

1. The Lawh-i-Dunya insists that everything that led to division among humanity has been
“nullified and abolished” through the Revelation. How should this claim be understood? As
a theological declaration, a moral imperative, or both?

2. The five principles include both institutional proposals (Lesser Peace, universal language) and
personal obligations (education, agriculture). How does the integration of the macro-political
and the personally moral reshape the way we think about social responsibility?

3. Baha'u’llah writes that the “highest essence” of all that earlier peoples “said or written” has
been sent down in this Revelation. What does this claim imply about the relationship between
the Baha'’i teachings and the world’s intellectual and ethical traditions?
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4. Compare Baha'u’llah’s call for a universal auxiliary language with the historical attempts at
Esperanto and the UNESCO campaigns for linguistic pluralism. What is at stake, politically
and culturally, in either unifying or diversifying the world’s languages?

5. How does the claim that “valiant acts will ensure the triumph of this Cause” transform the
standard religious understanding of triumph and victory? Compare with the early Christian
understanding of martyrdom as victory, with the Islamic doctrine of jihad al-nafs (struggle
against the self), and with Gandhian satyagraha.

Courtesy, Kindliness, and the Rehabilitation of Moral Life

Key Passages

Strife and conflict befit the beasts of the wild. It was through the grace of God and
with the aid of seemly words and praiseworthy deeds that the unsheathed swords of the
Babi community were returned to their scabbards. Indeed through the power of good
words, the righteous have always succeeded in winning command over the meads of the
hearts of men. Say, O ye loved ones! Do not forsake prudence. Incline your hearts
to the counsels given by the Most Exalted Pen and beware lest your hands or tongues
cause harm unto anyone among mankind. — BHO00238

O people of God! I admonish you to observe courtesy, for above all else it is the prince
of virtues. Well is it with him who is illumined with the light of courtesy and is attired
with the vesture of uprightness. Whoso is endued with courtesy hath indeed attained a
sublime station. — BHO00238

It is not his to boast who loveth his country, but it is his who loveth the world. Through
the power released by these exalted words He hath lent a fresh impulse and set a new
direction to the birds of men’s hearts, and hath obliterated every trace of restriction
and limitation from God’s holy Book. — BHO00238

Context for Study

Running through the Lawh-i-Dunya is a repeated concern with the behavioral and attitudinal
conditions required for the new civilization to take root: courtesy, prudence, the avoidance of harm,
and a love that overflows the boundaries of tribe and nation. These are not decorative virtues
appended to larger institutional proposals; they are identified as the very medium through which
transformation occurs. The remarkable elevation of courtesy as “the prince of virtues” deserves
careful attention. In the Aristotelian virtue tradition, phronesis (practical wisdom) is often accorded
the highest place; in the Islamic ethical tradition (akhlaq), justice and truthfulness tend to lead.
Baha’u’llah’s elevation of courtesy has a different logic: it names the disposition that most directly
enables human beings to inhabit the world together across difference — the capacity to treat the
other with care, to speak well, to refrain from harm. The substitution of love-of-world for love-
of-country, cited from a classical hadith, is equally significant: Baha’u’llah treats the contraction
of loyalty to nation or tribe as a religious limitation to be overcome, not as a natural or virtuous
orientation to be celebrated. This anticipates debates in twentieth-century political philosophy
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between communitarians (who ground ethics in particular loyalties) and cosmopolitans (who ground
it in universal humanity), and Baha’u’llah sides clearly with the latter while grounding the claim
in revelation rather than in abstract reason.

Questions for Reflection

1.

Why might Baha’u’llah identify courtesy — rather than justice, truthfulness, or courage —
as “the prince of virtues”? What does this choice reveal about His understanding of what the
age requires?

. The passage contrasts “beasts of the wild” with the community that returned its swords to

their scabbards. What historical memory underlies this contrast, and what does it suggest
about the relationship between violence and spiritual transformation?

. Compare Baha'u’llah’s “it is his who loveth the world” with Diogenes the Cynic’s declaration

“I am a citizen of the world” (kosmopolites), with Kant’s doctrine of universal hospitality,
and with contemporary debates about global citizenship. What is the proper unit of moral
loyalty?

. The text warns against allowing “your hands or tongues” to cause harm. How does this

counsel apply in an age of social media, where verbal harm is instantaneous and global?
What forms of prudence does it require?

. How does the repeated insistence that the Cause is served by “saintly character” rather than

by power, argument, or institutional authority challenge conventional assumptions about how
social change is achieved?

Authority, Mission, and the Refusal of Conventional Categories

Key Passages

All things bear witness to My rising, My remembrance, My praise, My steadfastness,
My care, My grace, and My mercy. Blessed is he who hath heard and attained. He is,
before God, the Lord of the worlds, among the people of Baha and the companions of
the Crimson Ark. Say: O people! This is not the day of your questioning, your mention,
your speech, and your call. It behooveth you to turn with your ears to the Most Exalted
Horizon that ye may hear what hath been raised therein. By the life of God! What ye
possess will not profit you. Cast it away by a power from Us and a strength from Our
presence. — BHO00131

The unbelievers and the faithless have set their minds on four things: first, the shedding
of blood; second, the burning of books; third, the shunning of the followers of other
religions; fourth, the extermination of other communities and groups. Now however,
through the strengthening grace and potency of the Word of God these four barriers
have been demolished, these clear injunctions have been obliterated from the Tablet
and brutal dispositions have been transmuted into spiritual attributes. Exalted is His
purpose; glorified is His power; magnified is His dominion! — BHO00238
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Context for Study

BHO00131 belongs to the substantial body of late tablets in which Baha’u’llah addresses the persis-
tent challenge of Azali opposition — the followers of Mirza Yahya, who disputed His authority and
continued to circulate rival accounts of the Faith’s origins. What is most theologically significant
in these tablets is the positive self-clarification they offer. Baha’u’llah explicitly declines to present
Himself through conventional Islamic categories of deputy, trustee, or Imam, and instead frames His
mission as something new: the purification of religion from “idle fancies,” the rehabilitation of the
fortunes of humankind, and the arrival of a Day that overturns all inherited schemes of expectation.
This refusal of inherited categories is itself a theological claim of the highest order. The passage
from the Lawh-i-Dunya about the four demolished barriers reinforces this: the worst tendencies of
sectarian religion — violence, book-burning, shunning, extermination — are presented as already
negated by the power of the revealed Word. This is a claim about what revelation actually does,
not merely what it teaches. The argument has parallels in Paul’s claim that the Gospel creates a
“new creation” (2 Corinthians 5:17) in which “there is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free,” and
in Islamic thought’s teaching that the Shari’a of Muhammad superseded and completed earlier dis-
pensations. Baha’u’llah’s formulation is more universal in scope: the transformation being declared
is not the replacement of one religion by another but the rehabilitation of human civilization as a
whole.

Questions for Reflection

1. Why does Baha’u’llah decline to present Himself through the categories of Imam, deputy, or
trustee that would have been most recognizable to a Shi’i audience? What does this refusal
signal about the nature of His mission?

2. The four “barriers” demolished by revelation are blood-shedding, book-burning, religious
shunning, and extermination. How does the identification of these as the characteristic vices
of unfaithful religion compare with Max Weber’s analysis of religious violence, with Rene
Girard’s theory of sacrificial religion, and with contemporary interreligious dialogue?

3. Compare the declaration that all things “bear witness” to the Manifestation with Sufi theopha-
nies in which the divine light becomes visible in every created thing. How does this universal
witnessing relate to the Baha’i principle of the independent investigation of truth?

4. How does the insistence that “this is not the day of your questioning” relate to the prophetic
tradition of calling listeners to silence before the word of God? Where does this appear in
Hebrew prophecy, in Islamic preaching, and in Christian mystical theology?

5. What is the difference between claiming that revelation “teaches” the elimination of religious
violence and claiming that the Word of God has already “demolished” these barriers? What
kind of authority does the second claim require, and how might it be evaluated?
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Tremors, Steadfastness, and Praise for the Faithful

Key Passages

Tremors have seized the tribes, and turmoil hath encompassed the dwellers of earth,
save whom God hath willed. That which hath appeared hath transcended the power of
comprehension. Conjecture hath no path to what hath been manifested... The King of
Names hath astounded the manifestations of might and wealth, and realms which their
men had imagined to be free from decline now show evident cracks. — BHO00309

These are they who see death in His love as a gateway to His mercy, and martyrdom in
His path as a crown that telleth of His glory and sovereignty. It is naught but the door
to rest and tranquility from the All-Merciful. Blessed is he who pondereth upon it and
upon the mysteries deposited therein. — BHO00309

Context for Study

BHO00309 is addressed to the Afnan community — the relatives of the Bab by family connection —
and opens with a remarkable evocation of the historical moment: tremors, turmoil, cracks in the
apparent solidity of established power. Written in the early 1890s, this passage reflects a genuine
historical perception: the Persian and Ottoman states were both under mounting pressure from
European powers, internal reform movements, and the social disruptions of modernity. Baha'u’llah
reads these tremors through the lens of prophecy fulfilled: the “King of Names” whose appearance
causes established powers to crack is a reading of history as theophany, in the tradition of Isaiah’s
vision of the nations trembling before the Lord. The second passage, praising the Afnan believers
who see death as a gateway to mercy and martyrdom as a crown, belongs to the same family of
consolatory addresses that appear throughout the late correspondence: the community’s willingness
to endure, its refusal of resentment, its capacity to reframe suffering as honor rather than shame.
This rhetoric has parallels in Stoic accounts of death as release, in Buddhist teachings about nirvana
as the quenching of suffering, in Christian theology of resurrection, and in Islamic shahada as the
supreme act of witness. What is distinctive in Baha'u’llah’s framing is the emphasis on joy: not
merely patient acceptance of death but the perception of death as a “door to rest and tranquility,”
a mystery that those who contemplate it rightly find beautiful rather than terrifying.

Questions for Reflection

1. Baha’u’llah reads the tremors of political and social instability as signs of the power of the
divine Revelation. How does this prophetic reading of history compare with secular theories
of historical change (e.g., Marxist, Hegelian, or liberal-progressive accounts)? What are the
strengths and risks of such a theological hermeneutic?

2. Compare the praise of those who see death as “a gateway to mercy” with the Stoic account
of death as a return to the natural order (Seneca, Marcus Aurelius), with Buddhist teachings
on impermanence, and with the Christian theology of resurrection. Where does the Baha’i
formulation align with and differ from each of these?
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3. What spiritual disciplines would be required to genuinely perceive martyrdom as a “crown
of glory” rather than as a horror to be resisted? Is this a counsel available only to those of
exceptional faith, or is it in some sense universally applicable?

4. The passage praises the Afnan community specifically — relatives of the Bab who remained
loyal to Baha’u’llah. What does this specificity reveal about the social fabric of early Baha'i
identity and the role of family networks in sustaining religious communities under persecution?

5. How does the category of “tremors” that “confound” established realms function in
Baha’u’llah’s prophetic rhetoric? Compare with Amos’s “the Lord will roar from Zion”
and with Marx’s image of capitalism dissolving “all that is solid” into air. What are these
rhetorical figures accomplishing in each case?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

The writings of 1890-92 show a Baha’'u’llah simultaneously at the height of His social and ethical
proclamation and in the midst of the concrete messiness of a persecuted, financially strained, and
internally contested religious community. The Lawh-i-Dunya envisions a civilization of justice,
universal education, a common tongue, and mutual care; BH00309 celebrates believers who embrace
death as a gateway; BH00131 deflects inherited categories to assert a mission uniquely its own. The
volume asks what it means to hold together the panoramic and the particular, the proclamation to
all of humanity and the pastoral letter to an embattled family, within a single prophetic ministry.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: How does a revelation intended
for the reconstruction of the entire world sustain, at the same moment, the intimate
care of a specific community under siege — and what does this dual address, to
humanity and to the individual, reveal about the nature of prophetic authority in its
final years?
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