


MOUKNT CARVEL.

%e salled from Alexsndris on ﬁho.iit£ie ﬁh;iivial steamer,
slariout, at ten o'cloek on the night of Decembef 31;t, 19d4,
bound for Jeffa snd Hailfe. It waﬁ-fhe Eve.of the New Ysér;
fitting symbol of & Rghel jnurney out of the darkness and bond-
age of the land of Egypt into the Light of the Hew Dey &nd Digs-
pensation; servents of GOD going 1n to poéaeea-thé Hbly Tand
of Promis The night was clesar, but & wild gale ffom the

“ortl: blew aireetIJ irto the mouth of tne harbor u8 we fought
our wey out sgsinst 1t past the 1ighthouaes_1nto the open.
Outside the breaiw&ters the sea gréﬁ fiéienﬁ,-,ﬁhé iittle ship
pitching end plunging in o hissing cauldron ﬁf wéjea, ﬁhe stars
reeling in their courses overhead énﬁ.iife béiOW'déokéxfull of
excitement 5na discomfort. ﬂorning broke upon & wild savage
pleture of doﬁolation, the ses g;ay und furioua, lashed and
scourged into reging white by the atinging whipa of the wind
4t noon the tempest suddenly sbeted, o churacteriatic of 1 tediter-
raneen gtorus, but the ses refused to be comfozted end we woTe
rocked in deep eradlesg of billowa all day. | After another
night of motion and emotion, during which the 1little steamer
gseemed to heave lost her coaxae and to be turning han&-apringu
for exercise, the second morning came and we saw land the 1ow-

lying Syrien coast below Jeffa. Off Jaffa wWe lzy Tive long
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hours;- ¢ glistening sun overhesd end a great rolling ground-
swell coming &t us from the open sea with every variety of mo-
tion known to those who go down to the sea in ships. These
Jafla "rolls" were our only breskfest. By noon the Captsain
had decided no lamding could be made st Jeffs. Ve lay more
then a mile off shore, but even from that distance could see a
fesrful surf running its white race-horses along the rooks and
black reefs which meke the entrance to Jaffa one of the most
dangerous in the world. 50 we raised anchor snd rolled awey
up the coast toward Heifa, twisting end gyrating upon the atill
heaving bosom of the deep. At three o'clock the grand old
head of Caxrmel came into view, looming up ‘from the low coast
line like an elephant's back with the head snd trunk thrust
into the sea. 3t11l reeling end pitching along in futile ef-
fort to find & center of equilibrium the little Xariout finally
orept past the headland of the Mountain of GOD, bringing the
white squsre walls of Akka into view awsy across the indented
Bay. Beyond Aikka, on the msinlend, the ILebanons raised their
heads 1into & peaceful blue sky. Farther in we crept wntil
Haifs emerged from the base of Carmel, and when we had reached
g point Just between Helifsa and Akka, cast anochor about a mile
and & half from shore and prepared to land in the Arsbio lan-
gusge . Great surf boats hsd come off from Haifa filled with
Arab boatmen straining their splendid muscles at immense oars.

In & few moments the ¥ariout from bowsprit to rudder wass pende-
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monium. These bare-footed sons of Ishmeel literally swarmed
over us, yelling, screaming, gestioulating; =a Jargon and babel
of volces, as 1f the one with the strongest lungs wasz most en-
titled to emcloyment. Bone of us after our wild experisnces

with wind and wave on the Mariout hsd the physicel energy to

recist, so we were tsgken from the steamer's deck to o surf boat
| by the "1ift;" thet i3 to scy, each ome of us was grabbed
| sround the waist by & brawny, helf-neked Arab, "lifted"” in his
} arms, cerried down a shaky rope ledder on his shoulder, tossed
| into the bobbing boet like 20 many bags of grain, and ssrried
awgy shoreward by our vociferous captors. Buf the sea still
hed its e¢laim upon us. At first the boatmen stcered down into
the point of the bay intending to land us through the surf, but
reglizing almoet too late that this was hazardous we turned
gbout end fought back with streining oars to the dilapldsted
wharf et the Cugtom House, whore we were "lifted" again by the
unclothed elevator, drsgged by muscular srms from above, md
pushed by strong shoulders from below up to a ricketty terra-
firma drenched srd gosked by waves which still lesped hungrily
after us. The Customs examinstiom of our trunks snd bags

occupied very little time, sfter which we drove along the shore

front,~ practieally the only street in old Halfa,~ to the foot

of Carmel. To ascend the mountain by the most direct rosd we\ /.,

passed through the German Colony or modern Haifa, & village or_ﬂ*?“”“ '

v\}-‘_ AVt

commanity of devoted German Christians who settled here in




il o L

-t

1868 to swait the promised Loming of the Lord, the vexry yegg\\

tn J. r"\""’
in which Behe'o'ileh wes sent to hkka Just acroas the Bay. ﬁ&”‘ -
Over the doorweys of the thrifty little houaea is written ieﬂiﬂyur

"Der Lerr Kowmt" (The Tord Cometh). The German Colony ofier3§
\

\
I

strikivg contrast to the old c¢ity;- clesn streete woll laid
out, nest modorn villes, shade trees, lawns sud flower beds, :
evoxytidng evidenolng thrift ond 1n&uatfy. The netive houges ;
sre guite the reverse. The Oriental buiids his house hostile
snd gecluded from the eyce of the outside.ﬁorlﬁ,_W&lls it wp
soild from the street, leaving onLy_a'single dpofﬁay of entrance
end & few narrow close-letticed windows avor#eai{ lavishing
ie taste upon the court interibi which he alone_aéea end en=-
Joysa. Ihe type ol Turopesu house is Just the obposite; & thing
of becuaty from the outgide, open, hoépitable, as if welcoming
& visitor, Tuis contraset is strikingly shoﬁn in the 0ld snd
new seetiong of ﬁaifa, «nd perhaps if we had time to ﬁake fur-
ther comparison the rclstive cheracteristics of the duwiental and
Oceldental would stend forth stlll more sharply outlined in the
way they build thelr homes &nd houses.' |
‘fhe road turns at rizht angles at the”German seftlement,
lesds directly through it, znd“oliﬁhs:tha mountain as stréight
as 1t can without being & sheer gravity pitch. As we_gé up,
the horses stumble upon 100b0 rocxs, #nd there ié plenty of mud

from recent heavy rains. Ye paas the Tomb of the Bab, sece the

Vonastery of the Csimelite monks uron the brow of the mountain




Just overlooking {the sesn, wneke a couple of turne gt the summit,
bringing Akke into clear view golden with sunset glory, snd
alight at Prosg House, & smnll hotel gtending in' the middle of
Cermel's heed. we ure the only guesls, und the hosgt, Heons
Sehneider, o lay prescher in the Germen Colony, gives us most
kindly greeting, figuring out in hils ovwn langusge who we ere,

why we lcve come up lhicre in Junuary, and how much he shall charge
us. His terms sre very low snd his suspleions incline to the
belief thet we uxe imerican fricnds of sbbee Iffendi. The next
day was golden with sunlight und balmy with spring-like wermth.
How we enjoyea it! And wiet a difierence between the' fixw
foundation” of Caxmel snd the tricky deck of Meriout. = From first
1o last our eyes never tired of the view frow the mountein-top,
oun¢ of the most besutiful and wonderful in this world of beeuty
end wonder, Let us stend here uwhile snd look srxround. Irmagine
that you sre stendiug upon the brow of & gigentic steamer just

glurting from lend out into the open ser, 1ts brow projecting

& blue hoxlzon ol water. The vast vault of the sky overhesd
is just &s blue, & few [iluy clouds flosting like flotsam cnd
jetsam upon the bosom of the celestisl ocesn,~ the line where
vlue meets blue impossible to distinguish,- no other thing
visible - just sea ¢nd sky, thet is »ll,- desolate yet grand -
swe-inspiring, sublime, weird, szd luring in its sublimity.

You are nearly & thoussnd feet sbowe the Liediterranean. srom
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the lofty eyrie you look up und down the coast fully thirty
uiles esch direction, the fer-swey vistas reduced to miniature,
and nearer views dwurfed into Liliputien perspoctive.  To the
right, stretehing awsy essiward end ocurving to the north is the
whors linc of $he Bey of ikha flanked by titanic masses of the
nobenon ridges end hewds,  The sund ;a:gpldeg-color?ader;mmed
by the white lime of surf cs sharply snd distinetly as the curv-
ing edge of & bowl,- the whole shore from Heifa snd extending
far beyomnd ikka {0 Lthe .Lcdanons aﬁd ses horizon forming a hgfse-
shoe.  Akke lies wpon the diatant'g}dgrggitkiggyasﬁ_hgxse-shoe,-
five miles zeross from Carmel end twice ug far éxonnd—ﬁlfixei_"
four-syuare upon the goldern shore-line as if & gigantic glisten-
ing white boulder hed come tumbling down from the Lebsnon tops,
rolled across the pluin end poise& Jugt upon the hripk_oi 1ts
plunge into the sea. Deep in the midst of thg Lebanon ?aok—
ground ol thls seu-picture rises the snow-oovered head of old
Hexrmon, ithe highest point in rslestine, seeming jusi behind _
Akka, but in reality fifty milas_apygip_;tsigrani_majoat;q brow
dominating #ll Northern end Central Syria - literally a "poun-
tain in the tops of the mountains”, . Back of you and still to

Y
the right as you stand “p°n\cq¢?ﬁ;f§ghﬁﬁﬁw!?¥ﬂf°h?5_ﬁéqopﬁg :,
viste &8 1f cerved through mountain obsiscles opening the way Qf

. {
inland to Tiberies, Nazareth, Tabor, Esdraelon snd Galllee, &nd &

furnishing a seeming outlet for the waters of Jordsn hyrrying
southward through the heext of the loly Lend to be lost in the e




3alt tbmh of ‘'the Doad Ses. The words of Bahe 0'Llah ‘oome:to N
you &g your eye sweeps the picture "Surely the '‘River Jordan heth h
joined with the Great Sea"; ' for nowhere ‘in Palestine oould Jor-
Gan find its outlet to the ifediterranean except through this
"fey of the 5es" into the pBay of Akka;  snd upon the spiritusl
gside of the wonderful Jords, nowhers except in the Fevelation

of Beha'0'Llah, thet ilost urest Ses 'of Uttersnce, ¢sn Christien-
ity find its outlet &nd apothégsia.” There ‘is a Christianity
which follows its own narrow discolored course into the Dead Jes
and is lost there in bitter waters of non-ascoomplishmernt. :There
is snother, a higher, truer Christianity which poura its ourrent,
pure as the walers of (Galllee, into the Ocean of the Revelation
of 30D which Christ Himaelf plainly and prophetically promised
would eppear in these the "latter Days’. ' But we are stending
apon Carmel looking around. The mdnntains“lookiold ag if
aleeping away time, their history and warfare ‘accomplished.
Cermel itself resembles a grest elephent back, the head dipping
into the lMediterranocsn, the bauok extending about ten miles in-
land snd gradually incressing in elevation until sixteen hundred
feet above the sea snd plain.  Straight inland from us and
toward the southwest the blue hille of Samaria are seen, snd
still more southward the eye sesrches for but gen not geke out

the position of Jerusalem.  Directly down the coast to the left
as wo face the Mediterrsneun a succession of ruined cities perch

like Akke upon the shore line, mostly Crussders' strongholds.




Az there were no harbors on the shore line these. sncient wer-
riors wetchful of militery cdventage built their cosst cities
extonding as fer into the ses ee the rocky foundation would

rexmit, #nd ren up their heavy stone wsells four-squere in the

form of fortificetions which they could epproach from the seaward

glde without the denger of o sghore lsnding.  As we look we see
ithlit, Cseeeris, Tenture, snd fer down in misty perspective
on & perfectly clesr doy Jeffe, distent sixty miles - where
Firew, ¥ing of Tyre, sent Lebanon cedars for the Temple of
Solomnor. Strenge commentery upon the Religion of GOD these
Crueseders and their walled forts! Akke itsell a storm center
07 their faneticel invesions with fire snd sword; the name of
Christ wvpon their lips end the bammers under which they elow.
those who were defending with equal valor end fsnaticism their
belicf 4in the heligion of GOD.  Calm, unmoved emid these 1on§'
centuries of humen violence #nd oppression Carmel has stood
swelting the "Grest Dey of GOD" when the "Sun of Righteousness
would rise with heeling in His ¥Wings" smd the Message go forth
from Akke "I come fto bring reace, not to lsy the swowd“', . .
Our point of observation on the mountain heed is Just over
Reife, Az we look seawsrd end taward the.southwoat-the white

stone monestery of the Cermelite Monks is diredtly in the line

of vision. It 1s bullt over the oave or den in which, sccord- ¢

ing to tradition, Elijeh the Tishbite lived;- that picturesque

golitery figure of 0ld Testement history;- the Prophet of GOD

~
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50 inseparably linked with Carmel dnring hia eventful life and

announced to sppear ageln s=s the *orarunner when the uord of

B
Hosts reveals Himegelf in larnmel, sharon, oni aebanon in the _m_i?
Tatter laye. Fepr where we ure atanding is the plaoe from ?'
whkich [1ijJel invoked the rain upon the parched 1and of Is:ael - {

the "1ittie cloud no bizger then a man's hand": © Far behind
us on the back of the moant in ovorlooking the Bluin of Eadrao-
lon & small stone chapel markq 51 ﬁhraxah, the "Elace of Burn-
ing"~ the spot whexre he culleu down fire from Beaven upon the
priests of Basgl. ilong the base st411 flown the brook Kiahon
whozse watere ren red with their blodd when the Prophet slewl
them.

EOKhere:is the view of Akka more perfécf end complete-thaﬂ7

from the top of Cerwel ecross the seintillating weters of the

Dl
Bey,-- shining like & puse gliateninc whitc peLll in tko nmoun=- (f””“
tein atwosphere of the Tebanons. Ve saw nkk& from Caxmei in Qanwﬁl
all 1ignth,* in the soft purple grey of early dawn,- 1n the ?

golaen burat of sunrige,- in the zenlth radiunaa of hlgh noon,-W
at sunset, golden in the slanting arrows whieh reflected from \
the buinished bosom oi the se&,- in the roee ourtains of twilight
end under thé gilver of the moon. hven at midnight nnder the
mlorious procession of hesvenly orbe nna”éonstellatidns, our
uovoteu Byes still eought Akka when.nothing but ths red eye cf
its 1ib}thouse ghone seaward into the blackﬁdarkness. -

Thet &aczed memnories snd haavenly atmObpherea surround the




il
head of tiip old mountain! Here Abrshom dwelt snd was bleused
by Kelehisedek , King of Salem; Jesus welked upon Carmel, and
Kohainnmed, Lh; ~rophel of Lxabia, iollowea the fTootsteps of the
Vazerene.  Here Bahe'0'lleh walked end prayed. . The holy at-
mosphere of the wountain ls impressive beyond description. Xor
ere Cormel's naturel beuuties any less impressive and glorious.
Standing out slone &and solitary in the hlﬁ5=ﬁkiﬁﬂa guxgqup&ed
upon thieo sides by waler of still decper y;ug,_ﬁhe_ﬁounta;n
0% GOD is unique and wonderful in ite nutursl besuty. The
¢olors unon its swuelt ere indeseribuble;- a pomposite holi-
ness oLl the past secms woven, blended and mingled in ite mosa-
ice;, an stmouphere translucent and vitalizing, redolent of
vineyards, s il usn incensce rising from the bosom of earth to
the GOL of rower aud leauty.

But word-pictures cgurc cndless, innusersble. A world #nd
weulth of faet, nerrative snd description comes crowding into
ihe mind cleiming expressicn snd ntterance.  The centuries
foous in Cermel; historxy Laloes it; spirituel forces gurround
it, outworking humen destiny in the chaln of ite hallowed cseo-
cliations.

The wplendid forests which once covered anﬁ_crowned the
pountein, and frow which it takes its neme, heve entirely dis-
appearsd, Only a few olives growing here &nd there in vine-
yvards and gardens adorn the otherwise bare picture. ¥rom base

to gumnit the soil is scenty,- the rocks and rough ridges peep-
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ing through. Ais you look the landscape seems covered with &
velvety eofl mozede ol carpev, but &s you go sbout on foot the

conditicns sre loeredlbly. rough end hostile. . Sharp edges af

flint #nd hoinblende cubt yowr sioes like knives, briers and
crickly bushes catoh your clothnes and ¢ mout temaociodus lime-
cbone ¢lay clogs under your feet emd nardens like cement wner-
ever it edheros. Tnere ero no roads,- simply donkey pathe,
fiiled with rocks and stumbling places. sgricalture ie pruce
Licully wiknown. Here and there the Arab scrstches the soil
with o primeval plough hitched to a pair of small wirylhullocka
ani geatiers seed with carcless hand. What there is of The
@0ll is wonderfully fertile, however. Without further cars or
cultivalion he gothers good hurvests from his rude tiiling.
‘nere are no fenees vy voundary lines. As you look aerous
Coriel'c bacl The untralnea eye gees nothiug betokening huwen
occurency or habitetion. sfter swhile, growing accustowed to
the piceture, you vegin o pick out a iewﬁlittle nuts built of
rocits &nd mud, 80 gecludod suong netursl surroundinge thot you
eome wpon thew before you clearly wmake them out. As you ep-
prosel them, picking your way through the rocks end briers, a
1ot o savege dogs rush out chullenging end checking your &p-
proLch, Longz before this you have been seen by watehiul eyes
ol the Asrab's Temily. slthough you bave not geen thew they
heve seen you. L1 your eye ids guick you might have detecied

e peurvying of ehildren snd older femsles t0 inaer seclusion.




If the Arsb himself is away, your visit to his hut is profit-
less; you will probesbly see nobody but an old erone who bids
you begone. If the lisge lord is within he will come well out
to meet you, the expression of his face sas défk,'foibidding and
non-committsl as a Comsmche Indian. But the Jinglé.of 8 little
backsheesh transforms him from an ogre to = boneffceht'génielin
a moment. If he 1s a lMohammeden he still denies you the inned
hospitality of his home snd view of his household. If he be

a Christien convert, you are now welcome st his door end may
drink a cup of coffee which he brews himself in e brazier over
a charcoel fire. 4 1ittle more backsheesh entitles you to a
auagi-cordisl send-off. He hag done the best he could. Tife
to him is & hostile end hard condition. He has dbut 1little, he
eon give but little.  You heve warmed the cockles of his heart;
helped him by your gift and pittance. As we looked wpon him
the whole world seemed to be ours end so little of it his; his
existence a dull, narrow realiiation of conditions which we
through civilization heve been privileged to gurmount.

Sometimes these rough ramblings far baock upon the mountain
are attended with dsnger. ¥r, MaoKutt happéﬁea on one occasion
to spproach sn Arsb hut without seeing it, snd was confronted
by & sinewy son of Ishmsel srmed with a double-barreled shot gun
held toward him at full cock. The morning salutation "Arsg sa-
id!" &nd o few ocopper coins relieved sn otherwise embarrassing

interview.

R Ty 1-
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The atmosphere of Cermel is wonderfully pure snd translu-
cent. Dlstsnces are grest beocetuse they are deceptive; & char-
scteristlic of all mountain atmoapha;ea. Standing at the edge
of the declivity which overlooks Haifa it seems as if you might

throw stones down into the streets. = The whistle of the little

locomotive Just outside the city ;s heard ten seconds after you

gee the steoam, salthough it does not sppear distant.  Shepherd
boys call to each other from ridge to ridge sorose the valleys,
elthough actuslly half a mile spart. One dsy we gsterted to
walk down the road to the shore of the sea on the -on—the side
opposite Heifs. It seomed half e miie or s0 and we intended
to return in &n hour, in time for dincer. After e long walk
the distence appeared undiminished, so we returned without sc-
complishing it and lesrned that we wers gttgmpt;ng a round trip
which measured over five miles,.

A deep stillness rests upqn.tha_oqumogntain,-:a s}lence
profound end lmpressive. Litera}l;}tyg;a is no noise whatever,
neither sound of insect, song of bird, nmor hum of busy humen
centers.  As you go sbout you seem to be alome with GOD end
surrounded by vibrant spiritusl bqings, __gqmaﬁ;mpglit seems
that every humen trace hes diaappea:p@._- Then your eye will de-
tect s moving bit of color in tha:mogaic of rock , goa;and sky.
If you have your glass you will gee & shepherd slowly following
his herd of goats gs they sorsmble emid the rocks,- then an-

other snd another appesra &8 if by magio- 80 completely hidden
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and blended into the pilcture heve they been.  The holy pie-
tures of Christ'e life snd parables are'cdnatantly'bafore you;~-
the shepherd and his flocks, the sower gbiﬂg”fﬁrtﬁ"fo gow, the
vineyarﬁ and ity lsborers;- Just as He saw them, still truse
and unchenged #s if they, like His Words, would never pass eway.
At morning we saw the sheep hurryiig'ip the mountain ghead of
the shepherd, eager, self-willed fdféeék the pﬁatﬁra. In the
avening we saw them following him home to the fold, content,
obedient to his guldemce. So in 14fe's morning we go forth in
gelf-will snd strength, but in the eventide we are content to
follow the Shepherd home.  How vivid the Christ picture of the
sheep and goets;- the sheep tractable and obedient to the shep-
herd's word, the posts wild snd self-willed, browsing in im-
possible plsoes, restless, untemed, snd s constent enxiety to
him ss he petiently follows them in their erratic wanderings.

It wea Jenuary; therefore we 4id not mee Carmel in'itaﬁ\\
spring robe snd in the beautj of'aﬁihéftima.  F§w'df the flow- -
ers for which 1t is celabrated'hadfvonﬁﬁred'fdrth. Yet some I ed
of them welcomed us. Whersver we walked we found crimson car—;' -
pets of red snemones sprosd. This wonderful flower expresses '._
in 1ts outer beauty that inner §pirifﬁéi loveliness amd fra- r
granee which cherceterize the soul of men when it blooms in the
Paradise of His Will end blossoms upon ths'mountaiﬁ of His liani-

festation. It is essentislly the Bahai flower, for it has beon

used by the divinely slert eye of Beha 0'Llsh to gymbolize that

g et 1l A § ik oy
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! noveliness end Submiseiveness which must charscterize the true
servent of GOL. Botsnicelly it 4z called the "wind-flower."

Barly 1n the spring, before winter hes reelly departed, it ap- |
} \
‘ peers upon the mountsin slopes of Centxsl snd North Syria, rear- !

)

ing 1ts 1ittle heed awld hard, hostile and inclement conditions T
| which other flowers have not the hardihood to face. It grows

/

f
amid the rookes, finding its foothold in ermoks and orevices f
where ever so little soil hes lodged., No blast of the_tempe:tf
ean uproot or destroy it foxr its happy fazce is mounted upon a |
long stem which bexnds double without breeking and is strong as
wire. I%s color is blood crimson, end 1ts odox permeates the i

lsndseape, psriiculsrly st dewn, like the fragrance of a thanks-|

giving incense to GOD for its life and beauty.  Its face fol-

" R [71 Pay

lows the gun from dewn to sunset, opening its petals sad dis-
cloging 1te heart &t dawn snd closing them in sleep Just before 8
% twilight. Kor can 1t be persuaded to open at any other time ﬁf
or by the influence of any other light. Through the night and | X
. when tho gkies arxe cloudy it remsine aslesp, seonmingly desad,
only awakening when the sunkight -oells it back %to life.  that
more perfeet symbol of & Behal could be found;- bendiing, sub-
misaive to the hardest blasts of oppression yet impossible to
break; growing In most difficull enviromments and In the winter-
birve of religious condlitions when all other flowers of the Spirit
seem dead; ocoming in the Spring-time of a New Dispensation

arlled into life by the sunshine and showers of His Word; orim-




gon with the blood of martyrdom; redolent of spiritusl fra-

grence, pernealing the stmosphere of thie early dawning of the

Dey of 30D; face turned toward the Tdght of this Menifestation, o

refusing to follow or open the heart to sny other Tight than the
Ldght of the Sun in Heaven;- 1g not the 'symbolism complete and |
perfect?  $o Baha 0'Tlahk secing in the simple besuty of this
mountein flower a matichlese lesson which would ever refresh,
ubimulate gnd sdmonish the soul of man, said: "Discover the
truths of the Yystery of Tove from the red aenemonaes of this New
derden which hath apopeared in the open court of Holineags",
(Persizn Hidden Words 18).

4 Ffew miles beck from the sea Carmel 1s almost sevage in
ite rugged wildnecs. Throughout its entire length great wadys
or vrlleys are scored into its sides like gigemtic incisiors dy
some Titan knife. These wpdys or cuts extend from the spine-
of the zreat elephent back dovn either side to sea or plain.
Through them in heevy storms the watexr rushes asg through the
canyons of the Vestern Silerras. Tear the sea the suuny slopes
of the wadys are planted &s vineyards snd produce & mellow pure
wine. verther beck on the mountain no oultivatioﬁ or egricul-
ture iz ettempted, ~nd kere the scenery in the wadys i3 sur-
nassingly grend cnd beasutiful,- the flint rock gnarled smad -
twizted into fantastic designs and rnde geological architecture
forming oaves and dens where wild enimals and serpents meke

their hebitation.  Five miles from the Mediterranesn, Carmel
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iz literally & howling wilderness minug only the trees. In .
our rembles vwe saw hyenes, foxes, adders, and evidences of
larger e«ndé mors dangerous four-footed Inhgbitente. = wild birds
abound, perching upon rocks in lieu of tree-{ops.- It 4s usual-
1y a diffiocult sorpmble down through the wadys to earth .end soa-
level, twieting about these errstie water-courses like ministure
alpine climbing. It seems but half an hour's undexrtaeking, but
aonetimes you find the white Tosming surf whioh seemed juct be-
low, Tour or five miles swgy in realily. . Everything is larger
and more digtent then it eppesrs and after awhile you yourself
geen to bo the only thing insignificsnt in the colossal propor-
tions ol Csxmel end the picture in which 1t stends so majesticsal-
ly.

sometimes in our early morning rambles we would meet Syrian
girls end women coming down the mountain peths from shepherd huts
far back, carrying upon their heads great Jjars of gour gosts'
millt celled "leben", on their wsy fo Heifs. - There they =it
slong the strecte suong the bazasrs selling it until late in
the afternoon. Then you will mecet them olimbing the"short cut”
rmountein paths with tireless vigor, making perhsps & round trip
of twelve or [ifteen miles between sunrise and sunset, belencing
their Jars upon their heads with perfacf 8kill,~ berefoot and
walkine swiftly smong boulders snd loose stones which bothered
ﬁs to seramble over with nothing to carry. - Some of these girls

aore magnificent physicsl specimens;- veritable Amszons in poise




=18~

and figure. They walkimajestiaiiij,:sﬁuying the body'with.an
indesoribsble rhythu and grace from the hips, the arms free and
swinging, the chest snd shoulders held'figid and éreat, sup-
porting the heavy burden on the head, ond the vivid Oriental
colors of their coetwnes meking sfiiiing and pi&furedgue effects
in the mountain pictures. | o

Lo word-pleture of Cermel would be ocomplete without mention

of ite weird besuly at duwn. The dey oomes suddenly.  .Long

vefore the sun apposrs e oslin holy radisnce beglns to steul over ' (N
the Tebsnon sunmits, and the nighﬁﬁahadbwn on C&fmal éldwly E §
merge into wn iridescenbe of soft'graya and purpleg like sn ex- ; g;
cuisite wosaic. For & long time'this.lihgéfa. It secms as .: ?
i the deylight itself i¢ not coming. Then a great fan—shapedl % :
burst of rose-tinted glory mounts o the zenith from the blaok &
silhouette edges of.Lebsnon; .thefétafg of heaven pale &nd wan- g
ish ss 1t comes; Carmel is plowing with aull fire. fThe red ol
glory fedes es guickly as it appédied and a pﬁfe radience re- ‘
flects from the mountain ag 1f from'mirrora.bf alabastes. ¥iil

the day ever come? Suddenly thé éuﬁ'flaahea'its fiery eye over

the swanit of Hermon, QVerj ahadaw venishes snd the dgy Fiteral-
ky literally "springs” into being; ﬁén ney come &nd go, but
this heavenly panocsme goes on fdravér. The divinely sensltive
eye of Behe Q'Ilah awaeke to its subiimity, viewing the illimite-
ble worlds of Spirit, hes likened this matohless effulgence in

t:e phenomensl world to the Coming of the Day of GOD and termed
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the Wanifestation Himself the "Dayspring of Glory™. Blossed | Swwniee
sre thoge who understond,

0ften the thought came to us - "why did the Abhe Gloxy re-
veel Ttael?f here upon Carmel snﬁ.in Akka?" ..The;anéwar is éim—
ple snd direct, the conclusion irresistible. Héré is the.fery
®irmement of the Divire Will; here i1z the lend mede IHoly und
illumined by the Coming of the seme Sun of Righleousness in
former Dispensetions; herc is the focus of the spirituel vis-
fon =nd belief of humonity; here the hope, promise zné expec-
teation of the Dey of GOD;- He could heve come in no other plees.
The Deyepring of Illnmination.must_gx;ae upon Akks; the glory
of Tebanon, the excellency of Carmel, the beauly of Sharon must
witnese the Coming of the Tord. _ | _ |

tnd often gt midnicht ze wq_lookg&_put ffomlthe gumnmit of
Cermel, the constellations of heaven overhead, the earth wrapped
in dlackness of nicht beneath us;- nothing but fﬁe_wamchfﬁl de
of the lighthouse out upon the sea-wall of Akka to meet our
streining vision - often ve thought- there indeed is tre TLight
of the World, shining, glowing in thp.dnrkpaaa, & beacon of '
warning and guidsnce to the world,-;st:eaming_éut in%qlfhc diﬁ-
ness snd obscurity of religlous beliet;__gnd into the radiance
of that Tight ell the 111uminati9n otwfh;s world mgs# be polar-
ized. And this shell verily come to pass. _ )

One more - our lest picture. We have come down frdm'tha

top of Carmel, tskon out finsl drive through the narrow muddy
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stroets of Halfs cnd gone gboard -the ateamer in the Arab gurf
bogts ready to stert homewsrd. The sun is Betting, its glow-
ing fuce goes down, down, 1owa1,-1owo§;unt11 £rom our anchorage.
out in the midéle of the horseshda Ba&fﬁa §eh it finally sink
and disappear behind the lountsain of §03;_ As the dg light
fades. the sez turng into molten metai 1ridescaﬁt with fire,
and shedows fell like azure robes upon the lend pictures. we
stend silent, spellbound upbn tdeck looking toword Haifs., Behind
ue Akke, pure; vhite, end glistening in still bethed in the sun's
lest arrows. The colors deepen, the light is going out. Then
from the high blue heavens overhead descerd curteins of fire
upon Cermel,- greal palle ol flame which envelop its grand old.
kead with auwroral megnificence. 30mglone spegks - "ElijJeh is
egain cglling down fire from heeven upénithé.ﬂriéstém0£,BaAal R
1t wes recerly midnight before the 1ittle steamer welghed
gnchor end ssiled out of the Bgy. Qha sun had long since gone
but in the Eest the full moon hed arisen, baxhing esrth, see,
end sky in chaste reflections of 1lvar-' no color— Jusgt pure
vhite r&dianﬁe. On the top of vaxmal, gloatly and gray we saw _
the Cermelite lonsstery, whern the nonka are 8till awalting

through the night the Coming of the_Day_of GOD. '90-we swept on-

out into the Lediterrsmeen,. around Carmal- the only moving thing

in this st111, silent, holy, radiant picture. 4And the eye of

the Light upon thc ses wsll of.Akkgjfp;;pyed us e8 we turned our

course into the West.

“{:H'\%
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THE TRIP FROM HAIFA TO AKKA.

Never dawned & dey more fair, more perfect, than Jenvery &,
1905, when the sun srrows of morning glancing from the tips of
the Lebanons awoke the valley and plein of Akka with streaming
floods of light. Prom the summit of Carmel we looked upon pic-
tures of sky, sea and lend bathed in vibrant life ani splendor;-
the heavens opened at the o6all of the sun;- & new day had de—
gcended upon the horizons of the phenomeral world. But the
splendor in which the outer world lay immersed was dbut dim re-
flection of that inner glory which illumined the Kingdom of Soul,
quickening the consqious eye with celestisl vision end a percep-
tion heavenly. For we were standing upon a supreme apex of the
vigible world,~ lofty, towering end luminous in the light of his-
tory that is holy, end associations that sre hallowed end sacred,
within the very focus of powers and forces spiritual;- wupon Car-
mel, "NMountsin of GOD" where the hosts of the Supremwe Concourse
end holy souls of earth alike center thelr vision. Everythirg
in the wonderful picture brought ite ettendent spirituel sugges-
tion end lifted the soul to contemplation and consciousness of
GCD. We were enveloped in the Spirit;- wupon holy ground, in-
deed, end in the Holy Lend of the world's promise, expectetion,
end fulfilment. Such was the glory end heavenly prospect of
the day upon which we mede ready to complete our pilgrimage from

the lfountain of Endeevor to the Holy City of Attainment, from
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hope and longing to the Joy of Realizetion, from the Carmel of
Announcement to the Akka of Appearsnce and Manifestation,

We drove down the mountein early in the morning, eglow with
exhilareting, crystel pure atmosphere,- stoppirg a few woments
at the Bab's Tomb to pick a bunch of red enemones. Shepherds
with largeflocks of sheep and goats were coming up the mountein
from Haifa, on their way to pastures at the swmit. Our cheery
greeting "Arsg sa-id" met a cordiazl response and even the four-
legged creatures with "baa" and bleat geve us & morning ssluta-
tion as we went on down the steep road, through the long street
of the Germen Colony, turning at right angles just before we
reached the ses. At the foot of the street is the pier built
by Sulten Hamid in honor of Emporer William of Germeny when that
strenuous celebrity visited the Holy Land in 1902. In a few
minutes we entered the old city of Haife, thresding our way along
the narrow principal street, lined upon either side with little
bazaars, mere holes in the wall, each one presided over by &
calm~faced, dignified merchant, in white gown, his head topped
by a lofty red tarbush. There sre no sidewalks and our horses
were Jjostled by donkeys, cemels, end a kaleidoscopic current of
humgnity, meking the going very slow, but thanks to his crecking
whip and Arsbie yells, our drivexr pulled us through the confusion
end completed his contract by depositing us at the eastern edge
of the town, close by the starting point of the railroed now

building between Heifa and Damascus. There are only three regil-



roads in all Syrie; this is one of then. Having dismissed our
conveyance we strolled nonchalantly along the sandy besch as if

g further trip in the direction of Akke was the last thing in

our minds until importumned by an Areb who spoké & little French,
we engaged him to secure us & beach wagon for e "promenzde" along
the shore as far as the River Kishon or Nahr Kuketta, a mile oz

so on our intended way. Reaching the river, our horses fording
it, our idess of"promenade" expanded, and after & long collocuy
in kindergerten French and Arebic, assisted by eloguent pantomine,
we bgrgeined for tremnsportation to Akks as if suddenly deciding

to go. The conveysnces which meke the trip of nine miles along
the surf ere known as "Americen wsagons™, high-wheeled, long, can-
vag~covered, apd.much like the prairie schooners of our Western
plains before the reilroads were built, Three horses sbreast
furnish the motive power, end long experience upon the sendy foot-
ing has mgde them very knowing. Without sleckening pece and with
reins hanging loose, they follow the surf out as it recedes and
dexterously avoid the next wave by running up higher on the beach
when it bresks, meking & zigzag course as they go, always find-
ing hard send for their footing. The Mediterxenean, by the wsay,
is not a "tideless sea" as the sacred poets would have us believe,

but rises and fells appreciebly. The Kishon which we first

crossed, drains the Carmel slopes and wanders toward the see in
gerpentine course from far back in the Akka plein. Tredition

gays its waters ran red with the blood of the four hundred and



fifty priests of Baal when Elijah slew them at the foot of Car-
mel. After heevy reins its waters are deep and furious, and
fording is imposseible. We saw other wayferers crossing the
river in primitive fashion, all unconscious of formelity and
conventional restraint.

The COrientsl is always & picture of deliberation. Heste
and levity ere unkmown words in his vocabulery. When he resach-
¢s the Kighon on foot he calmly rests awhile, then slowly dis-
robes, cerefully tying his few clothes in & little bundle, pute
the bundle on top of his head, and solemnly wades sacross the
river. Ag we drove along we met strings and strings of camels,
usually ten or a dozen, traveling in single file, the largest in
front, the procession preceded by a diminutive donkey, who acts
as guide and pacémaker to his giant followers. Now end then
little donkeys skurried past, carrying long-legged Arsebs,- SO
long of limb thet they had to turn their feet up at the bottom
to prevent trailing upon the ground. This disproportion hsus
its adventeges, however, for when the Areb wishes to sccelerate
the donkey's speed he nimbly kicks him in the face from either
side. Sinewy Arsb fishermen, bronze-black from toe to turben,
were casting their circuvler nets into the surf with scanty re-

sults; petrierchal old Bedouins in baggy white bloomers, geunt

end wiry in muscle end limb, passed us on foot as if the nine-
mile Jaunt from gkke to Helfe was only a trifling morning exer-

cise. We saw a few specimens of the "murex" lying on the shore,



& spiny fish from which the sncient people of Tyre extracted the
purple dye which made them famous. The coloring metter is found
in a glend in the throat of the fish. A little beyond, half-
wey to Akka, we gave the hard-working horses a good rest; then
off again until we reached the second river, Nehr Kamen, the
Belus of the Ancient Greeks, Thig bright forceful stream, al-
though narrow, is deep end rapid in current. It risegs in the
Lebenons, and in its short, hurrying course to the sea, passes
through the Gearden of Rizwen, situvated & little over z mile frow
the gate of Akke, upon the Plain. Upon its benks in ancient times
stood a colossal statue of Memnon similer to those in the Plein
of Thebes. The white send of the Nahr Namen was esteemed and
utilized by the ancients in their manufacture of glass. On the
Plain of ikke near by, to the right, we saw Tel-el-Fukhar, the
high send dune upon which Napoleon I planted his batteries in
1799, In & little while we came upon & wide boulevard lined
with fine old trees and extending from Akka gate on toward the
Rizwan. As we drove slong it we had & critical survey of the
city end the inhabitants thereof, Right before us the high,
forbidding wells of the prison fortress loomed up in discouraging
monotony, unbroken seve by & huge geteway flanked on eithelr side
by heavy bastions end militery towers. Akkga's population had
poured itself out through this gate end distributed itself along

the highway by which we could reach the gate end enter the city.

However, we excited no curiosity among the Orientels, although



"6!—‘

their pieturesque kaleidoscopic grouping snd color exeited our
liveliest interest. It seemed, indeed, ss if an Orientel rag-
bag had burst open et the gate, covering send end swerd with =
motley assortment of remmants,- men, women, children, goats,
sheep, cattle, csmels, and donkeys in heterogeneous confusion,
the picture vivid snd glowing in & MNediterranean brightness of
clear sky snd perfect sunshine. We drove out into the city
through the angles and double wallsg of the great gate, pessing
keen-eyed sentries who asked our ireb driver qguestions;- then
emerged into a large court-space, surrounded by berrecks end
coffee houses where groups of Turkish soldiers lounged and stood
apart. Passing soross the court the street suddenly narrowed
and we unhitched one horse, leaving but two for the finale. The
wagon jolted emd bumped over rough heavy stone blocks of street
pavement, through the center of which ren an ill-smelling drein,

the open csewer of the city. On either side as the wagon bumped

slowly along we peered into great vaults or dungeon holes of me-
dieval construction and suggestive of horrors past snd present.
Every fifty yards the street ended in a blank wall, then turned

at right angles to another direction, veritable catscombs with the
roof taken off, Scuelid pictures of humenity were everywhere
before our eyes,-pestiferous odors rose to the nostrils from the
filth in the passage-way,- it could no longer be called a street.
After ten minutes slow going the conditions improved;~ we were

rassing between the high wells of buildings uron either side,-

e few bazears more cleenly end attresctive appeared, and finslly
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we ceme into an open court at the far end of the city Jjust in-
side the sea-wall toward the Bast. Our drivexr had received his
instructions from us in the words "Abbas Effendi" and drcve
streight scross the court to a large doorwasy, from whence s num-
ber of Bahai brothers csme and welcomed us with "Allah-u-ABHA"!
We pessed into an inner court. A fountain was playing in the
center, and bright-feced roses welcomed us in their beauty and
fragreance. We climbed a long flight of steps to the upper roows

of the house, which opened upon the Court of Roses, and were
shown into a large room sround which ren = low diwvan. 7e had

reached the goal of our pilgrimage.
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Frou Notes taeken in Akka by

Mary J. MacNutt.



