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_ -k\é;f0110w1ng notes were taken-ﬁown by Edwniﬁ 5; Getalinger during o few. 
brief-®ootings with ABDUL BAHA, at Haifa, Syria, January 26 to Februsry §5,1210;

They are distributed by the central sCormittee of the Wnshington ~osenmbly,

Ty

{8C6): I explained what was accomplished toward unity 1ﬁ Waghineton, ond
told /bdul Baha sbout the Central Committee of six.

ABDUT DAlIA eaid: "Very Good! Have one meeting for' colored people where anch
do not wish to attend mixed meetings. Let lra. Pergons bring this
matter before the Central Committee.”

(762): In response 0 the statement that some of the Friends ob jected to ocor-
tuin neetings being held,

ABDUT EAHL esid: "Ho obstacle should be placed before any soul which might
pravent it (the soul) from finding the truth. Baha'o'llah revasled
hin direotions, teschings and laws, 80 that souls might know ¢0D, and
not that any utterance might become an obatacle in their vay."

"Holding to the letter of the law is many times on indication
of & desire for leadership. One who asstimes to be the enforcer of the
ow gshows sn intellectusl understanding of the Cauge, bni that spitii-
ual guldance in them 1is not yet eastablished.”

"the slphabet of things ia for Children, that thar moy In tine
use their reassoning powers. . 'FPollowing the spirit' is a gnidnnce by
and through the henrt, the prompter of .the spirit.  The Fharigees wore
extremoly orthodox, holding strietly to the law. They were ithoe asuse
of the vondemnation and ultimete srucifixion of Jesus.”

- "Severnl times Toblets hove been written Lo gome Pricnds reo-
zording a small detzil in the work of the Causg, which they might at-
tend to, such aa reporting n~bout Eszelles, Hakageen, otc., »ndé now we
hear that euch Tobleis are used as-a proof of their suthoriiy over tle
T"riendg in those regions. IXlthough the booka cnd writinea of Abul
srecuned in meny coungries as text books, never did he even give o
that he was an authority on any subject, consequently the plifts of GO
over increased upon him, since he bore 21l honora in humility, until
he atdained the Supreme Hearness."

"The ones in real authority are known by their humilitly asnd
self sacrifice and show no attitude of superiority over the Friends.”

"Some time ngo a Tablet was written stating that none are
appointed to any authority to do anything but to serve the Cruase asg
true servants of the Friends, and.for this no Tablet is necesanry;
auch service when true esnd unselfish, requires no snnouncement, nor
following, nor written document."

"ot the servant be knowm by his deeds, by his lifel”

"?o be approved of GOD alons should be one's aim.”

- "ihen GOD oalls a soul to & high station, it ig becanse that
sonl hes a ospacity for that station as a Gift of COD, end becuuss thav

. 'soul has supplicated to be taken into Him Service. Ilo envies, joal-

' ousies, calumnies, slanders, plots, nor schemes, will ever move 30D

t0 remove & souk from ite intended place, for by the Grace of GOD,

such actions on the part of the reople are the teat of the servani,

tosting his strength, forbearsfoe, endurance, and sincerity undier

2dversity. it the time those vho show forth envies, jeslousing, 2ic.
toward the servants, ore depriving themselves of their own sitailons,
and not snother of his, for they prove by their own acts thot they are
not only unworthy of being called to sny station awaiting them, bud
also prove that they cannot withstand the very first test,--th:t of




3 of ABDUL BAHA oontinued:

(BCO) s

rejoloing over theo success of their neighbor, at which GOD rejoices.
ﬁn]ythy such & sincere Joy can the Gift of GOD descend unte = »ure
eart.”
"“nvy closes thae door of Baunty. and Jeslousy prevents one
from ever attaining the Kingdom of Abha."

"Ho! Dby GOD! o one oan deprive another of his rightful
station, that can only be lost by one's mnwillingness or failure 1o
do the Wwill of GOD, or by meeking to use the Cause of 50D for one's
ovn gratification or ambition.”

"lo one save a severod aoul or s sincere heart Finds response
from .GOD. DBy agsisting in the success of another servant in the Cause
doia one in reality lay the foundation for one's own success and savir-
astiong."

"Ambitiona zre nn abomination before the Lord."

"How regrettabla! Some even use the affolrs of the Cause

und its aotivities ea & means of revenge on account of some versonal
spito. or fancied injury, interfering with the work of another, or
aeeking. its fallure. Uuch only destroy their own success, di& they
know the truth,” 7

In regerd to the meetings ond colored gatherings, and speciiic Inbietls
raferring thereto,

SBDUL BAHA said:; VABDUL BARA i1s the interpreter of the aim, intenta, =nd pur-

noges of thd Words of the Blegsed Perfection, and is the interpreter
of His Own Written vords, and NONE can say that this or that is the
intention conveyed therein, mave ABDUL BABA., The SPIRIT of UHITY oww~
ists in the Divine iiorda, and one who interprets tha 1n auch wige as
to oreate division and discord is indeed one who eor
"Wére not the Iievelation of Baha'o'llsh one adaptaole t.0 t“a
AHTIRE WOKLD end ITS DIVEESE NATIONS, 1% conld*not be a uniaue and
JRIVEHSAT REVETAZION, but 1ts FLASTICITY adepts Itgelf to ATL condi-
tions. and Ite upirit isfone that MOUTDS ITSEIR INIO EYRRY VEHIOTE AMY
,HD POR THE ACCOMPLIGHMBNT OF THE DIVINE PLAN OMPBRITY."

; "Sut when some follow merely the hard and fixed letter of the
law, they deprive It (The Hevelation) of ITS ELASTIC L UALIDY---DHE
SPIRIT==-und endeavor to aonvert it into & hard instrument of inflexitles
suslities.”

At snother time ABDUL BAHA sold:

| ""In this doy every ome must be tested, aas the time of the

Chogen Ones to prove their worth is indecd very short. The Iay of ittain-
ment is drawing to a close for them. YThe first fruits must be ripened in
apirit, mellowed in Tove, znd consumed by their self-sacrifice end severznos.
None other are accepteble as firat fruits, snd all that f£211 to stiain to
the stondard through the tests, ure relegated to the many who are enlled,”

"The more one is gsevered from the world, from desire, from

humen affeirs, and conditions, the MORE IMPERVIOUS DORS ONU BRCONE ¥C WHE
CPRETE 0F 00D. Tests ave means by which a soul 1s measured zs to its fit-
neas, ond proven out by its own scts. GOD knowa iis fitness beforehsnd,

and

180 1ts unpreparedness, but man, WITH AN BGO, would not bellsve nim-

ael? unfit unless proof were given him. Consequently his susceptidility
t0 evil is proven 1o him #¥hen he falls into the tests, and the teste 2re

- conbtimued until the soul realizes its own unfitness, then remorse and re-
grot tend to root out the weakness."
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"The same test comes again in greater degree. until it ig shown
that o former weakness has become & strength, and the power to overcome evil
hes bveen establighed,”

o cmunQ)menmn-

s
&

: "Blessed are they who are the means of muking unity among the
Friends, and pity on those who in the right or wrong are tho cause of discaxi
For instance -~ when one 1s in the right in a case in dispunte, and his minorid
prevents him from establishing that rightful matter, instead of agitating thv
subject, if he will humbly submit to macrifice his position for the sabe of
unity &nd peace, GOD will sccept that gacrifice and ere long the rightiul

matter will be esVablished without any further dispute, Dy the Divine Lesio-
tance; wherens, without guch saerifice and submlssiveness grest harm mighi
ST -

*

"The Friends nust be prepared to efface themselves ut all times

Seeking the approval of men is many times the cause of imperilling the ap-
proval of GOD."

"The worst. enemies of the Cause &re¢ In the {zuse, and mention
the Meme of GO« e need not fear the enemiaa on the outai&e fﬁr aueh eon
be easily dealt with.imtkiwxs Py - . Ex&R®B But the enemies wheo
e¢nll themselves Friends, snd who peraiatently violate evary fundamental law
of Love and Unity, are diffioult to be dealt with in this Doy, for the Meroy
of G0D ig, 8t1ll great. DBut ere long this Merciful door will be cloazecd aud
such enemies will be attacked with madness.”

"It hes beeqeg long time since letters hsve been regplveu 'rn-
theeBriends. Hverything is first read by the censor, and 2ll Tublets 1ik
wigse submitted to him, end &g wy meil elome would keep him very busy, we mok
no effort to trouble him., . Tell Ahmed Yadzi not to send any more moll 1o
me uvnder any sireumstonces.”

"Indeed, I contemplate no journey, for who would loock wftler ihs
poor shovld I lesve here 1o travel to America snd elsewhere.”

/ "If you knew whet great things would havpen to the Oouse ~ftor
my deoarture, you would pray every day and night for my rolease and dOﬂjﬂo ;

B hedkwes :}O o L
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Ixtract from a letter written to Frau Consul Schwarz by
Mirza A. 5, Bahadur,

On the 23rd, of December (4915) ’r. Shonki, Hab-
bani his grandson and I, left here and after thirty hours
of continuous journey we were honored in the Holy Presence,
I kissed His feet, but in doing so I had the feeling that
I wag doing so in behalf of all the dear German hrethern.

I offered to Him the letters I had received wihh
ny mail for Him, with the translations, He read them thpou
and was most delighted. Then, turning to a great bahai
teacher who has lately come from home to visit Him, said:
Take_ these, and read them and see how pure and sincere tkey
are, That friend asked if he could copy the translations.
e granted pernission to him.

Then the Master went on praising them saying: 7
There are many on the battle=fields performuing their du=
ties, loyally ¢6 their Government, to their country and alsc
their duty to GOD. Eveh on the battlelfield they are in~
viting and leading their fellow=ten to the Xingdom of GCD,
Really their characters are admirable,

I spoke about my father, Consul Behwarz, that he
had sent for some spiritual literature to study and teach
his co-officers, He said: Yes, I know, he is very active,
steadfast and sinecere and aided by divine confimaations

I was in the Holy Presence for four days. Some

letters came from America, I translated and presented thesnt

to Him, After having read them He turned to me and said:
The letters wihrich come from the German friends give me the
greatest joy because the stifling air eof violation of the
Covenant of GOD has not permeated into that country. They
are pure and unstained. I have often said that thelr pros
gress will be great and rapid after this war is over,

Then I asked for a few Tabléets of which one
might be common for all, He accepted, At noon being calw~
lcd to take tea with Him, I was going to have the Tablets
when unfortunately some intruder came and occupied the
time till sunset; when we werce obliged to bid farewell
to Him and come and join our lessons, On my departure
He said: VWrite answers to the letters of the dear German
friends and tell them that I am well., Although material
communication is cut off and no proper and sufficient cor-
respondence, yet they are always in Iy heart, I am almost
always thinking of them and asking for the Blsesings of
the Blessed Beauty upon them all., They are the chosen
people of GOD. So do not be sorry over the present trou~
bles., They are like the waves of the stormy ocean, The
waves shall soon cease to rise and again calmneéss shall ke
be noticed, Trust in GOB and feel comfortable,

LR
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Utterances of Abaul Jaba: in snswer: £8 ¢uestions asked by Dr. Biward G. Getsinger

durin; « fow Wrief westings st Halfa, Syris, Jmuay 26 to Febmury 5, 1915, end
rocorded by Dr. Gotsingoer at the time.

(frinted in Star of the West, puges 435, &4 und 45) (June £4,191%),

NO OBSTAQLE should be placed befare sny soul waich might prevent it from
finding the trwth. Bada'Ullsh revealed His directions, teuchings and lumrs, oo
that souls might know GOD, and mot thet any uttwrance might becmme an obstacle in
the I WaY e :

Holding t0 the lettar of the law is meny times an indicstion of & desire
for leadership. O(ne who assumes to be the enzZorcer of the law shows an
intelleotusl understanding of the Cause, but that splritusl guldince in them is
not yot established.

The alphabet 1z for ohildren, thet they may in time use their reasoning
pwers. “Following the spirit" is & guldence by wnd through the heart, ine
prompter of the spirit. The Pharisees were extremely mrihodox, holding strictly
to tho lawe They were the ckuse of the condunnation and ultimete crucifixion
of Jesus. '

Several times Tablets have besn written to some frienis regarding o eew: am:ll
detail in the wark of the Oause, whioh thay might attenmi to, such as reparting
about Eselles, nakasesn, ot 6l., and now we hear that such Tablets are used us
& roof of their antharity over the friends in those regioms. Although the
books md writings of Abul Faxl are used in many countries us text books, never
did ne even give & sign that he was an antharity on any subjeot, cmmse uently
the gifts of GUD ever ircreased upom him, since he bove ull homors in numility,
until e attzained 0 the suprens Vesrness.

wfhe ones in resl sathority ave known by their humility and self-suuriiice
and saow 0o attitude of supawriarity over the friends.

Home time ago a Tablet wes written stating thut nome &re «ppointed to uny
auth arity t0 do amytning but to0 serve the Cause &s true sarvents of the friends
-= and for this no Tablet is necessaryj such service, wien true and unselfisk,
requires no anacuncement, nor following, now written documcnt.

Let t.e sarvunt be kuown by his deeds, by his lifel
70 bo approved by GOD aloms shoald be one's alm.

When GGD calls & soul t0 & high station, it 1s becouss that soul has
cupacity for that station as & gift of G, and because thut soul has suppli-
cated to be taken inte His servise. Mo wmvies, joalousies, cilwmies, sland.rs
plots wr sohemes, will ever move GCD to remow & soul from its intended place,
fowr by the Grade of G(D, muwh sotions om the part of the poople are the test of
th: servant, testing his strength, forbearance, endwance end 8 incerity uadcr
adversity. At the seme time those who show forth snvies, jealousies, «o.
tovard a servent, are depriving themselves of their oun stations, and not wuotier
of nis, for they prove by their cum mots that they «re not only wnwarthy of being
oalled to any statiom swaiting them, but also prove that they cunuot withstund
the very first test —- that of rejoicing over the success of thelr nelghbor, at
which GOD rejolces. Omly hy such & simser: joy osn the gift of GID descend
wnto a pare hesrt.

By clises the door af Beunty, sad jeslouay prevents one fram evoer at-
taiming to the Kingdom of AMHA.
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Hot Before G No @ne oan deprive another of his rightful station, that
can only be lust by cne's unwillingness or failure to o the WILL of GUD, or by
seeking to use the Cuuse of m m m'- own gratifisesion or ambition.

Ho m save & ‘sovered llnl ..ra nhnm heurt £inds response frum GOD. By
sssisting in the succeas of m servant in the Cause does ome in reality
lay the roundation nr m'n m muu apd aspirations.

u'_,bi_ti.m e an --b-.hlun hﬁm ‘the Lard.

How np-tta‘bhl Sﬂ wn m tho fa affuirs of tlm Capse and its usotivities
as 4 means Of revenge OB asomnt Of seme perssusl spite, or fancled injwry, in-
terfering with the work of ansther, o um its failure, .. Huch only destroy
their om m«u, m ‘they kunow the mﬂl. ' Bia

l-ﬁ---u-u—-

Abdul Buha is the. inﬁrwtc u thn aims, mtonta, and parposes o0f the ijords
of the Blessed 9emm (Baba‘Ullah} and 1s the interpreter of his. own written
words, and/ome 4R sey thet this or that is the intention’ ¢ aaveyed therein, suve
Abdul Buhse The spirit of wnity exists in the Divine Words, and ome who interprots
them in such vm RS ‘o, ml.tc 3 mum m& duom is inﬁud m who T,

iere not thn Wtzau 'mm m bbb mpt:hh t}ﬂ the entire world ani
its diverse nations, it qn‘u m n'aniqwn snd umiversal Hevelatiom, but its
slusticity adapts Ltself $0 ALL oonditions, snd its spirlt 4s ome that moulds itself

into every wehiole snd meed for the uﬁuﬁhhnt of the divine: plan of walty.
But 'when some follow merely the hmrd and fixed letter of the) Law, they deprivo it
(tas Revelation) of i¥s elastic quality == the spirit — und spdesvgr tp convert
it inte's hnml. Mmt of m:mm qalities.

‘“---u----

In thl.l w wu'; one mt bo hltad, aa the time o the "chosen tues" to
- ove thelr unh s Mva shorts The day 0f attoinment ia drewing to &
clise for thens  The ™first fruits® must be ripened in spirit, melliwed in love,
snd o msumed by thelir self-ssorifise and sevirance. Nome Other aye scceptuble
ss first n-uu. and all who' fail ‘to attein to the stupdard tnroughthe tests, are
relegutea. to m '-ny in m uuw :

The m M h uvm4 from thll 'ﬂru, from deslres, from haman affuirs
angd omuum. the mure impervicus does g beoome t0 tne tests of GUB. Tests
are a moans by 'th.lnh 3 soul is mmd. a8 40 its rituess, und proven out by its
own aotse thtum £1Y @ !’buu htm. and slsn its unprepuredness, but
msa, with am uﬂp would not believe himself unfit unless proof were given hlm.
Gonseq ently, his nmupuhuiv %0 evil is proven to him woen he fulls into the
tests, and ﬂu um are cemtinued wari) the seul reslises 1ts own uafitness, then
remaras snd regret tlﬂ to roet ot ‘the weikness.

The smse test comes again in greater dog;res, wtil 1t iz shown th&at & formsr
weukness nas heam & nrugth, and the powar to overcome ovil hus boen establisaed.
Blessed are thoy who are the moans o; neking unity wwong the friows,
pit.; on tnose who IN DHZ LKIGHRr Q¢ VMOMG are tho cause of discords For insbancy;
Unon ome 1s in {bhe right 1n & ocunse in dispute, and hic minority jprevents nie {raw



- -

estublishing this rigatful matter, lnstead of agitating the subject, if he will
humbly submit to sasrifice his position for the suks of wnity und pesce, OW
will sccept that saorifice, and ere long the rightful matter will be eatall ished
without = any further dispte, Wy the Divine saslstince; whereas without such
sacrifioe and sulmissiveness greas harm might ensue.

The friends must be peyered t0 efface themselves st all times. Seeking
the upprovel of men is meny times tlw csuse of Impariling the approval of G@.

The worst enenies of the Cause ayw in the Jause and ment on the Newe of
GODe We nsed not fear the sammies om the outside for swoh cun be easily deslt
withse But the sxemies who call thmselves friends snd who persistenmt ly violute
- evary fundsmental law of love and umity, are difficult 1o be dealt with in this
day, for the meroy of G0 is still great. But e'e long this mereiful dowr will
be closed and such snemies will be sbtacked with & nadness.

- e W S s e

If you knew what great things would happen to time Cupse after my depsrture,
you wald pray every day and night for my release :ud dumise.
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 The following Notes were taken down by Edward C. Getsinger during
& Tew trief meetings with ABDUL BAHA, at Haifa, Syria, January 26 to
February 5, 1915. | '

They are distributed by the Central Committee of the Washington
Assenbly. -

(E.C.G.): i'eXplginéa'whaf was.accomplished toward unity in Washing-
fon,;and tél&fnédul Baha about the Central Committee of six.

ABDUL BAHA said: "Very gooed! Have one meeting for colored people
where such do not wish to attend mixed meetings.  Let Mrs.
Paréons bring ‘this matter before the Central Committee."

(E.C.G.): In response'ﬁé'the'étatemsnt that some of the Friends ob-
jected to certain meetings being held.

ABDUL BAHA said:  "No obstacle should beé-placed before any soul which
mighﬁ.ﬁreVent.it;"(fhe-soul); from finding the truth,
Baha'oillah revealed His directions, teachings, ‘and laws,

'sb"thét souls might know God, and rnot that any uttgraﬁce
might become an' obdiacle if' their way."
'“T“ﬁoldihg”tb"thé“1ettertof the law:is many times an in-
diéétibnﬁbf"a.désire"for'léadeyghip." One who assumes to
" be the enforcer ¢f the41ay3gﬁ6%é“an intellectual understand-
1hg’of the*caﬁée,ibut*ihai.spifitual'guidance in them is
néf\ﬁéﬂ'eﬁtaﬁliﬂhed%ﬁ*ﬁv;:H
;"Thevalphébét of*things”ia.for'children, that they may
i#‘time'uaeﬁthéif-;éasoningwpdwersq  'Following the spirit!

Dot



(Notes of E. C. Getsinger, Haifa, syria, Jan, 26 - Feb. 5, 1915.)
- -
is a guidance by and through the heart, the prompter of the spirit.
The Pharisees were extremely orthodox, holding stfictly to the law.
They were the cause of ths.condemnation and ultimate crucifixion of
Jesus . "

"Several times Tablets have been written to some Friends regard-
ing a small detail in the work of the Cause, which they might attend
to, such as reporting about Eze}ies, Nakazeen, etc., and now we hear
that such Tablets are used as a proof of tﬁeir authority over the
Friends in those regions. Although the bocks and writings of Abdul
Fazl are used in many countries as text books, never did he even give
& sign that he was an authority én any subject, consequently the gifte
of GOD ever increased upon him, since he bore all honors in humility,
until he attained to the Supreme Nearness."

"The ones in real authority are known by their humility and self-
sacrifice and show no attitude of superiority over the friends.®

"Sometime ago a Tﬁblet was written stating that none are appoint-
ed tc any authority to do anything but to serve the Cause as true
servants of the Friends, and for this no Tablet is nécessary; such
service wﬁen true and unseifish, requires'no announcement, nor follow-
;ng, nor written_décumen "

| "Let the aervant.be.known-by his deeds, by his lifel!"
“To-be.appfgved'of:GODjaibne should be one's aim."
"When GOD c¢alle a soul to a high station, it is because that soul

has capacity for that station as a Gift of de, and because that soul



(Noteslof E. C. Getsinger, Haifa, Syrie, Jan. 26- Feb. 5, 1915.)
. : B

Words of“AﬁDUL_B&HA continued:
nas supplicated to be taken into Hié Service. No envies, jealousies,
éalumnies, slanders, plots, nor schemes, will ever move GOD to remove
a soul from its intended place, for by the Grace of God, such actions
on the part of the people are the test of the servant, testing his
strength, forbearance, endurqpcg_and sincerity under adversity. At
the same those who show forth envies, jealousies, etc., toward the
servants, are_deprivingﬂthemselves of their own stations, and not
another of hisg, fbr they proﬁe by their own acts that they are not
onlﬁ unworthy of being called to any station awaiting themn, ﬁut alsc
prove that they”c;nnot ﬁithstdnd the very first test, - that of re-
joicing over the sucéess §f their neighbor, at which GOD rejoices.
Only by such a sincere joy can the Gift of God descend unto a pure
neart.m

"Envy closes the door of Bounty, and jealousy prevents one fronm
ever attaining to the Kingdom of Abha."

“Nof By GOD! - No one cap.deprive.ahother of his rightful sta-
tion, that_cén ogly_bé_ldsf.bf.one's unwillingness or failure to do
the Will pf God, or by eeeking to use the Cause of GOD for one's own
gratification or Ambitiqp;"_ |

" No one save a‘§e§ér6¢ sgul or é sincere heart finds response
from GOD. f-By.éssistiﬂé in the success of another servant in the
Cause does one in reality lay the foundation for one's own success and

aspirations.



(Notes of E. C. Getsinger, Haifa, Syria, Jan. 26 - Feb., 5, 1915)
s
Words of ABDUL BAHA continued:
viubitions are o abomination before the Lord.

_'“Hdw regrettable! Some_eyen use the affairs of the Cause and
its activities as a means of revenge on account of some personal
spite, or fancied injﬁry, interfering with the work of anoéﬂer, or .
seeking ite failure. Such only destroy their own success, did they

‘know the truth,"

E.C.G. - In regard to the meetings and colored gatherings, and specif-
ic Tablets refe;ring thereto,
ABDUL BAHA said:-

"ABDUL BAHA is the interpreter of the aims, intents, and purposes
of the Words of the Bieased Perfection, and is tﬁe interpreter of His
Cwn Wriften Words, and none can say that this or that'is.the intention
conveyed therein; save ABDUL BAHA. The Spirit of Unity exists in the
Divine Words,'aﬁd'ohe who interprets them in such wise éa to create
division and discord is:inﬁeed oneé who errs.

"Were not the Revelation of Baha'o'llah one adaptable to the en-

tire world and 1t3 diverse nationa, it could not be a unique and uni-

versal Revelation, but Its elaatlclty adapts Itself to all conditions,
and Its Spirit is one that monlds Itself into every vehicle and need
for the accomplishment of the Divine Plan of Unity."

"But when some follow merely the hard and fixed letter of the



(Wotes of E. C. Getsinger, Haifa, Syria, Jan. 35 - Feb. 5, 1915)

Words of ABDUL BAHA continued: -

law, they deprive It (The Revelation) of Its eldstic quality - the
Spirit - and endeavor to convert it into a hard instrument of inflex-
iple gualities." |

T w w & 3 4 % e T E S B A e Y oas e

At another time ABDUL BAHA said:

| "In this Day every one must be tested, as the time of the Chosen
Oneés to prove their worth is indeed very short.  The Day of Attain-
ment is drawing to a close for them.  The first fruits must be rip-
ened in spirit, mellowed in Love, and consumed by their self-sacuririce
and severance. None other are acceptable as first fruiis, and all
thot foil to attain to the stendard through the tests, are relegated
to the meny who are called.® |

"The -moxre one is severed from the world, from desires, from hu-

man affairé* and- conditions, the more impervious does one beoome 9
the tests of COD. - Testé are a. means by wkhich a soul is measured as
to its fitness, and proven out by its own acts.  GOD knows its fit-
ness beforehand, and alsb'its'unpreﬁéredness, but man, with an ego,
would not baiiéﬁelhimsélf unfit gnle?ﬁ.procf were given Him. Con-
aequenfly his susceptibilit?”tb evil.is proven to him whén he falls
into the tests, and-the_tests are continued until the soul realizes
itsg oﬁn unfitneaé} theh_rem¢rsé and regret tend to root out the weak-

. ness "
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(Notes of E. C. Getsinger, Haifa, Syria, Jan. 26 - Feb. 5, 1915.)
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Words of ABDUL BAHA continued:'

"The same test comes again in greater degree, until it is shown
that a former weaknesa'haa_becbme a strength, and the power to over-

come evil has been eatablished."

“Blessed aré.they who are the means of making unity among the
Friends, and pity on thoée who in the right or wrong are the cause of
discord; For instance --wheﬁ one is in the right in a case in dis-
pute, and hishminority prevents him from establishing that rightful
matter, instead of aéifating the subject, if he will humbly submit to
sacrifice.his position for the sake of unity and peace, GOD will ac-
cept that saqfifice aﬁd ere'lqpé the rightful matter will be éstab~
lished without any furthex-diapute by the Divine Assistance; wheresas,
wi%hdut such'Bacrificérahd'ﬁﬁbﬁiasivenesa great harm wmight énaue."

"The Friends must be prepared to efface themselves at all tiges.

Seeking the approval'of.men"is many times the cause of imperilling the .

) ; {
approval ofHQQD-"__'.:

“Thﬁ worst enemies of the Cauae are in the Cause and mention tha

 Name of GOD We need not fear the enemies on the outside for such

can be easlly dealt with. f“But=the-enem1es~who call-themselves

Frlunds, and who per31stently v1olate every fundamental law of Love,

and Unlty, ara diﬁfiqp;t to;bg;dealt_wath in this Day, for the Mercy




(Notes of E. C. Getsinger, Haifa, Syris, Jan, 36 — Feb, 5, 1915.)

Tords of ABDUL BAHA continuea-ii

.of GOD is aﬁl'l- reat But ere long this Herclfdl door wili be closed \
f 1 "I ——

and auch enemiua will be attacked with a madnessx"

a T5hg”£fEe since letters have been received from

.“It haa_been

“the rriends;LJJa“ery+h1ng'1s firat read by the cehsor) ard all Tablets

llkewise submltted“to’hlm{ ard as my mail alone NOuld keep him very

busy, welmake noueffcvtwtoltrcuble-hlm. Tell Ahmad Yazdl not to send

any more mall to me Undet any circhmstances u

'“If you knew_whatlgreat thinga would happen %o the Cause after mJ .
o N
departure you would pray every day and night for my release and de~ .

;miae;".':aa



