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. �~� 1 ,' " . . T ALI( \ 01 VEN BY ir4n8 . -LOUI SE BO S'CH 
on he:r experierices'itl �H�~�.�1�f�a�a�.�t �' �t�h�e� time of the passing of Abdul �J �3 �a�.�h�~ �, �.� 

Gi ved---on' Sunday • NOT. 26 J 1922 b'efore Bp,"hai Teachi ng Conference and Congress, 
in Sa.n �F�r�~�n�c�i� Seq �~� �C�a�~�i� fo rni a, 

, " 

'" .. 

<: Aslam �t�o�~�i�T�e� �y�o�u �; �~�h�i�s� account of the last "day s of Our Lord's 
stay upon earth, in the space of two hours, I shall haTe to abbrevift te 
and consolidate much. 

It we,s i lldeed a �~�r�e�a�t� pri viI ege tha.t my husband and I �)�: �H�~ �, �d� had J 

to bethusdist1nguished by Our IJord, and to stay all and see him in 
death as well as in life. He. could easily haTe sent US away, eYen 8 6 he 
did �o�t�h�~�r�s� that were there at the time; but He did not. He was kind and 
lC?t us stay: on. . We were �e�T�e�n�p�r�~�p�a�r�e�d� to �~�o�,� because 1'Ie had thought 
when·we �f�~�r�s �.�t� came that· Re �. �r�n�~�~ �+ �.�~� .. let us stay threel . or maybe six, or 
perhaps' �e�~�e�n �'� n1nedays: �· �b�u�t�~�O �" �'�~ �R�,�e�l�e�t� us stay beyond, Iii s . own stay • 
. On FridaynQon, .. at · lunch time .>{ayear ago) just as if it ka might he,ve 
happened.lBstFriday, we saw Abdul .Baha in life for t t e l,ast time, on 
%1a.xm. this occasion when he' had. lunch with us. While some conTersation 
went on, yet that lunch .. wijs .pasE;led. in comparative silence. Our Lord, would 
leani::q; ba,ckin. hie chair. �e�T�~�r�y� "time after he {.L a.d had a few mouthfuls of 
food, and .'Wou1d ji aze upward ... When He had finished His meal a,nd h ad 
washed 'Hi s hands, as is the �O�r�i �. �~�n�t�a�l� custom, lIe stood nea.r the door and 
sa.id �~�o�o�d�~�b�y�e �.� three �, �t�i�m�~�s�;�(�M�r�s�;�J�3�, �" �~ �: �h�e�r�e� illustrated. His salutation): 
tlGooo.-aftern(lon: �~�o�o�d�-�a�f�t�e�r�.�n�o�o�r�f �r �· �; �' �~�o�o�d�-�b�y�e�t�l�.� And then He turned fi nd 
walked out "ithhis �g�r�a�n�d�~�o�n �: �' �4�o�"�'�p�,�t�h�e� stairway' arid out of the compound; 
and li ttle(iid we dr;,eam that �-�: �w�¢ �;�/�:�; �~�o�u�i�a� see·· Him no./ lnore. The pilgrims . 
lo.oked at ' one another. and none,of us CQuid underst13>nd why He had done 
thi s -- said HJlUWlEXlJ'1I!rllrtx'1[:E.:r %t'l'w'W:t good-bye three times; only we were 
satisfied .that �w�h�a�t�e�~�e�r� He (lid was �~�d �G�h �t� ;::',na. } :. r.Ld <':;. I.l erfeGt ".'ri ndor:i ( ,erJ .nd 
it. There were many signs oiRi s near �d�e�p �~ �r�t�u�,�r�e�.� There 'rere many ways 
in which He let the 1vorld ·at 1arf6e, as well .3.s t he inner cir cl e , �: �, �: �~�1 �0 �'� . ., 
that He woulp. soon be O.n ear.th.no more • . I �a�h�~ �8 �,�Y�s� �t�h�o�u�~�h�t� I2:k t he r.10st 
�s�t�r�i�l�c�,�:�i�n�~�, �·� th¢ .most·' impres(3iTe ' of t .1"le signs ':ins to t h e world the sLortnese. 
of the tablets.' I haTe myself . seert t l::l.o1 et G \I\rhi (;L . Our I .ord revealed i n 
t he .ll'lst ·yea;r:of· His life. t hF.!,tconta,ined, but two ' lines; and t his is so 
�n �o�t �" �'�{ �i�t�h�B�t �a �l �1 �d�i�h �g �' �~ �~ �} �:�;�, �:�e� f 8,ct tb1,t Q,ur Lo.rd'.slasttwo tablets were very long. 
I think this ,is :attributa'blet6 the fact that these tablets ,vere uniTersp,l 
�[�; �~�n �c�l� n 'J t �i �n�~ �J�.�i �Y �i �d �·�0 �,�f�)�. �1 �'�,�' �a�l�t �h �o�u�~� t hey were addressed t o indiTiduals. One W(3,6 

to the American be.li eyerS,' and the other WH S to Doctor ]'orel ,of Swi t zer­
l and. One other, ,striki ,11" ,81 �~�n �'� "as Hi s permi ssi on to all to come. Who eyer 
could {.!O had permission. , When ·t h eHoly Family saw Abdul Ba,ha 6 0 'N e a r y 

f roili meetini �a�l�~� the �~�i �. �l�~�r�i�m�~�[�r�o�m� the yarious .countries, and said that 
he should ,be· secluded. �~�t�l�e�l�'�l�,�;�s�~ �·�;�:�,�· �f�q�r� a time; He .. aaid, "Oh no, let t l Jem 
�c�o�~�e� J let th:emall ,cowe .i, �a�n�d�w�:�l�:�l�,�~ �.�~�! �! �t �,�h�e�r�e� is DX no more room. I will gi ve ±hE 
them my �r�o�o�m�~ �:� �B�t�/�.�t �; �I �. �: �.�'�.�: �t�i�l�Q�~�i�P �,�t� �/ �t�A �a �~ �\ �,�# �l�}�i� ch he s8.i d to hi s daughter, the 
mother of �S�h�o�¢�P�~ �: �:�H�i�~�f�.�~�p�d�i �: �: �~ �~�s �< �J�~ �, �~�Y �:� ;wQnderful, and was the preparfl.tiol1 of . 
Hls innermost heart to hie ' flest:' and blood. He said to her, lINotify 
Shoghi to return' t .o �: �H�a�i�:�f�)�;�C�a�s�~�o�q�r�i�~�B� possible". Then, after (:I, moment 
of Silence" �w�i�t�h�a �:�. �s�m�i�l�~�t�i�j�e �: �: �~�q�Q�. �' �~�~�, �:�:�;�;�. �~ �'�I�f�Y�o�U� do not. do this,he �w�i�l�~� �n�~�t� 
be here for my funera,l" • Notv(i ,thstanding t his most poignant remar ... , 1 t 
could not 'be concei "fed, �a �, �B �, �t�r�u�~ �/ �;�.�,�: �T�l�l�e� da\,ighter went to her mother and told 
her what her. fathel",'!:·l);ad .B.a1 d.,:;,:ap,Ci ,when the holy ladies saw Abdul �~�p�.�J�l �a� 
�a�f�t �~ �~ �~�~ �r�d�~�{ �' �c�; �,�,�: �t�'�h�e�y �> �a�,�S�:�k�;�e�d �, �h�i�m �: �J�~ �· �: �:�i�l �i �~�:�v�: �.� sh,olild send a, pable to Shoghi, or if 8 

. letter �*�~�u�i�d�.�d�Q� �. �;�· �T�h�~�;�m� �A�b�d�u�i �~�~ �B�~�a�,�a�f�t�e�r� a moment f e silence, replied, 

" �~� 
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"A letter will do". What elee , could he haTe said? 
''Ie must remember · t H" ,rti cular time. Tha.t whi ch He 
first said '1IZ:I3: 0 some American belieTer ;:m:It W8,S of God; that which He 
afterY/ards ' sa.id ,was of men. ere was one more wonderful sign whi ch 
He "aTe to ,the . Mirza , who takes care of 
the Tomb of the Bab, a.nd who iSe,particularly strona and ablebodied man. 
It was after six o~clock in the afternoon, a.nd He said to him, "You ~10 
are so strong" cannot you notice that I am ' so ti red? You ;vho are so 
strong, cannot you taJce me · in 'your arms and carry me to a. place where 
people cannot find me, cmd where I need not come forth any more, 8.nd 
'.'"here I can rest'?" NeTertheless, minds could not concei Te the inner 
meaning! 

I said we had seen Our I-,ord in lif.e the last time on Friday 
noon, and on Sunday morni ng (as tbi s morning" a yecu ago) we went to 

l',L<? the Epi scopal Church -- Dr • .... 1 II,lrs. fZ+t. Johanna., my husband and myself, 
.::. r-lnd while we were in church Our I,.lord sent for us to the pilgrim's house, 

to fetch us, and we were not therel The reason was that, a week before, 
Abdul Baha had ,sent word to Mrs, True that she shoUld go to church eTery 
Sunday. She asked if she should take the Holy Communion, and He said "Yes". 
~r~ and Mrs. True had recently come with all their belonginis to reside 
permanently in the Holy Land, haTin" liquida.ted all their affairs in 
America and left the la.tter country permanently. ) . "Ve thought that, being 
there I we ou~ht to go to church wi th the 'rrues, and that :til was the reason 
we were not at thePiJ~~rim House .when Our Lord sent for us. He did not 
send for us a~ain. because, directly after lunch, another message came 
.£~mlll to the Pill(;rim House from Him, saying He wished all the belieTers to 
go to the Tomb of the Bab, a.nd . parti cipate in the feast in :1m! commemorati on 
of the appointini.: of the Center of the COTenant by Baha'O'L1ah. The feast 
on this occasion was giTen by an East Indian belieTer, 
8 Parsee. 'Ve went to the Tomb of the Ba,b, where many b eli eTers ha.d 
congregated. It was beautiful a,nd was giYen in the .iit:wt room of UJe 
Tomb. of the Bab whi cll contains 
And to think that only two days afterwa.rds that Tery room became t.Le 
sa.nctuary whi ch afterwards contained the earthly form of Our I.Jord! 
There was no joyousness among the belieTers at the feast; they were sa.d 
because their Lord was abs.ent. '. Speeches were gi Ten, tablets "rere chanted, 
but sadness eTidently perTaded all hea:vts -- so much so, tha t I said to 
myself -- He has neTer been absent before from any feast, otherwise they 
could no t feel like thi s. I l'IIY'self felt gloomy, 8,1 though they faTored us 
extremely. ETen the Indian host . 
so great is the courtesy of the Oriental world. It was H bea.utiful fee,at, 
but a. ri sad feast. The truly spiritual principal Bahais, although they 
did not know at that time, yet they 

\Vhen I came down from the mountain, it was already a, Ii ttle 
da.rk: for it was l'l'OTember, 11~e today, and the sun set early. I reached 
Abdui Baha's resi dence ,R.nd sudaenly I found myself. standing alone in ' 
front of the gate of the garden of my Lord. I did . not know where my 
husba.nd was) I onlY ,. knew tha.tI was alone, and that I had a, great yea:-n­
ing to see my Lord • . But l · was af~a,id, and I realized that I was afrald, 
and I said "a1as1 11 , and the words of my Lord Jesus Christ came to my 
mind, when He said "Perfect 10Tecasteth out fear"; and I knew that I 
was deficient in "perfect lOTe tt • And I thought of my Lua, would she be 
too timid to rush ,in to her Lord? No " no gates, no houses would preTent 
her from ' s~eine . herLord when she wanted to see him. But I could not go 
in because I sa.i d to myself, "If I should 160 in, he lti.XX would see my 
lack and he would be pained~ So I slu~k back into the pilgrim House and 
into my room, where :1 took o~f my coat and hat and wept. Then later, I 

'\ 
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read that which helped me, in the \'lords of my l~ord, Babato'Llah, where 
He had x±D. said~ "Loye is t .hesou.rGre of all diyine bestowe.ls, and unless 
loye becomes ms.ni fested in the heart J . no other di yine bounty can be reyealel 
in it". . 

At e o'clock thateTening. when Mrs. Cook came oyer, I thought 
at that time she had . seen Abdul ' Baha, and it is so . stated in the letter 
which I wrote Mrs.Cooper, · butin. reality she ha.d not. But she had heard 
of hi s warde when he was told that the belieTers were sad ' and unha.ppy 
because he wa~ not at the feast. He had said "I was there, I was ~here 
in spirit, and the friends must not attach importa,nce to the absence of 
the body. 

About quarter past ei~ht our evening meal '"as brought in, 
because, as you know, all the food is prepared in the holy household 
R,nd then brought OTer to the Pilgrim House. ·,11e irmnedi ately a.sked the 
one 'Nho broul2:ht it, how Abdul Baha was t and he told us tr.w,t Abdul Baha. 
had just retired to his room for the night. 'Ve S3,t around the table and 
tal}ced until approximately ten a t clock and then retired to our rooms. 
As I learned afterwards, our LO.rd · a.t approximi3,tely 8 o'clock retired to 
his room for the night, where he took off some of his outer garments 
and lay dow'n on the di Tan, where he a.pparently slept until about 10 
o'clock. Then he awoke and got up and told his d;:ughter, HouahKahnoum, 
who was in the room wi th him, that he now vd shed to ~o to bed, a nd tha t 
shw should inform the household that he had gone to bed. He slept until 
about 11 0' clock, and then spoke to hi s da.ughter, Roucl1 Kahnoum, and 
when she answered, she saw i'hat he had perspired much, and she went to his 
bureau drawer to take out a fresh nightshirt for him. But, alas, she 
found none, she found no th~ng. He had gi ye·n eyerythi hg away J as he al­
".,'fays did. 

Here I must interpolate a word, and say that, at the time '-'ll1en 
his daughter told me that, I thought of the Tery beautiful night-shirt 
thBt ~ hrd brought for him from 8, beli eyer who had sent it as a present. 
It WBS of UTe finest cotton goods, wide A,nd ample, a.nd embroidered 
beautifully with his monoQ;ram on tr.l e pocket •. I did wish to asle what 
hnd become of tha.t nia;ht-shirt, but I did not say e.nything, because, no 
doubt it hed gone the "13.y 811 tho se things go wi tr:. our J.Jord. So ROU8h 

had to run to her own house to i$t from the belongings of her husband 
tha.t 'Nhi ch she. wantec;l. . 

. .When ahe came .ba,clcagain and all was arranged, our IJord drank 
a little water and U len he slept again. we, too, at tlle Pilgrim House, 
slept. Suddenly I 11as awakened by a .knock p,t the side door of the Pilgrim 
House. 'Vb.a.t a knock! \VhR.t a. knock! Such a knock I had neyer heard 
in the silence of the night. It was a. knock that spoke louder th8.n 
ca"nnons', It was .1lk. a knock tha.t would fain have aroused tl1 e whole 
world. It was a knock of no restrictions. It seemed to me then that 
Fugita was all too slow to lii:ht his .candle. For you must remember that 
in tho se days there was . 110 electric light in tIte houses. There is, now. 
But then there waa none:; only a smoking fla.x~ · At last Fu~i ta, went to 
the door J and I heard someworda of Arabi c spoken, and the messenger went 
away again, and I went out to speak to Fugita, and all he said to me WaS 

"Go to bed. Go to bed ll • I immediately returned to rny room and said 
"Get up at once; something terri ble must haYe happened". "Yes", Johanna 
said, "somethin~ terrib'le must haYe happened, because I heard them c<lll 
in the garden &11: for Dr. Kru~lI. I did not atop to dress, but put my 
travellinD' cloak OTer my gown . and put on my shoes, whi ch I did not stop 

• , 'd II . t to lace. Fu~ita knocked and 1 opened the door, and he sal Go OTer 0 
the residence . quickly the Master is YeT'J low. It did. not take me long 
to g~t out on the. str~et. I had not thou ght of wai ting for my husb and or 
Johanna. I reali zed the,t I was tremb~ing yery much, and that I could 
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h1').rdly walk, but I got to the holy residence B,nd followed a dim licht 
trwt I sa.w. The shimmer of thi s Ii ght 1 ed me to trle door o:f' the room 0 f 
Abdul Baha. "Then I reached the doorway I saw inside the room two doctors, 
Dr,Krug and another, together witrl some members of the Holy Farrily~ ~·)l:'C~ 
Rou8.h Kahnoum kneeling in front of tr.:e bed of her fHtlJer, I dropped 
down on my :k;nees besi de her; and she looked into her father t s f FlC e as if 
to mc?~,:e it real to herself, for she had l! not yet been able to ree,li ze 
tho.t he was dee,d. ,I could no treali ze it either, and I asked her if he 
was dead, and then she turned and asked me, and I said lINo", Because 
vv'l':en I came into the room a.nd saw our Lord, it was just a.s if he were 
sleeping. His eyes were closed, but otherwise he looked alive. llNolI, I 
sai d, "he is only unconsci ous II And tJ Len I suggest ed to her to A.sk U:e 
doctors to give a hypodermic, to which Dr.Krug replied t}W.t it 'tNI:lS quite 
useless, that the heart had stopped beating, Rnd that the hypodermic 
'!;'ould not enter the blood stream, it yvould have no effect. I should 
]';nve first told you thr.t 'l/hen I entered the room of' my Lord, the first 
thing I was, of course, was his ·form in the bed, and tr.1.e mosquito netting 
'''las ra.ised from his face. Then I noticed the Holy Family. One ot}-ler 
tlling I noticed, ami this was that "the head of my I,ord was in a yery 
td1comfortable looki ne: po si ti on, the reason for whi ch I wi 11 explai n 18,t er. 
},ut as I kneeled beside. his daughter, later, I saw a.lw'ays the bead of 
,t,.bdul Baha" oDd! came to feel (itS if it were :my 01,vn hee,d, r:lnd t1:Jnt I could 
1)88r the strClin no longer; so after thE) doctor sa,id tr!at life was quite 
extinct, then I asked Houah Kahnoum if I could adjust Abdul Bahe,' shead 
in a better posi tion. She said "Yes", and for tYds purpose I a.rose from 
P'Y knEes. I stood at the back of the bed, and w}:ile I cent:y ;.io'fcd bis 
head I felt the bodil;y w8.,rrdt. of his head, a.nd fa,ce, p,rld neck. And tlien 
RouP..}1 Kahnoum s!:dd to someone J as I held hi s head, to remOTe an extrn pi 1-
low th8t :vl.cl l.H:n slipped under it during a yain eff')rt of tl:e doctors 
to retcdn hi s life. Someone slipped away the pilla'", emd thi s g8Te me 
the wonderful priTileze of holGing his head just one moment longer, and I 
fel t then, near to him in soul and body. 'Vhen I looked up again, I saw 
that U'je room he.d filled. wi th belieTers. trJ1ey hnd 8.11 come in noi selessly. 
Most of t~em were kneeling at the foot of his bed. At that time I did 
not percieve anyone weeping; the consternation was so great, it wes 
expressed upon all faces~ But as I knelt there, I felt that we believers, 
myself included, only the Holy FaJuily excepted, had by no known priYile~;e 
found entrance to that room. I felt that we were standing on burning 

t ground. I felt the fire of theburninc bush; that we mIst retreat or be 
consumed. I fel t tha.t the sudden shock of trw denth of Abdul J:'aha hAd 
remoyed restrictions and barriers. But I felt that now we must go. And 
811 ttl e beli eTers must hRTe fel t the same, 'oecau se tLey 1\:11el t, one after 
f'lnoUJer, in front of tLe bed -- Flt the f.aot of tile bed -- 811d ldssed the 
co veri ng where our Lord t s bl e seed feet rest ed f 8Jl d then they qui etly ':lent 
away. It 1.lITHS then that I could no t go. When the maj ori ty of the beli ev­
ers ha.d left J the HOly Mother shut the doors of that holy room Gnd 
locked them, and then, from inside of the room she opened another door, 
leading into the room of tbe ~reatest Holy Leaf, and the Holy Ladies 
went in there, and before the Holy Mother went in, ehe motioned ~e to go 
in, too. I was glad to So in; I was glad for the privilege. I think the 
Doctor and Mrs.Krug went in (I haTe no recollection). Johanna followed me 
Rnd rny husband, and wh.en vre were all in the room of the Greatest Holy LeBf 
that door, too. wS.s shut end 10 eked. And wh en 'He were see.t eO. i .t1si de •. th e 
full grief of the trail:edy of tbe other room carne to the surface. It 18 

impossible to describe it the ~rief! ]3ut I omitted to say that vi!-ien 
~e ~ere still in the room of Abdul Baha, and ~1en we had all been over­
come by this feeling that '"e were st.anding upon burning ground r'l . .nd ltl':L8.\ 
we must go) a soft sheet waS sprea.d OTer the face of Abdul 1:;8,ha. T 1US 18 
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became caTered from our side, HrJ d ttl e mo aqui to net ti ng Vias let down, rind 
It W~G then that all the belioTers broke out in bitter weeping. It wus 
then t;ln t tb.ey 0,11 wept and sobbed and .81100k, a.nd it WD S trlen that they 
ni l knelt at the foot of the bed, FI,:; I said, F.\.l1d kissed his blessed feet, 
and arose and went out. 

And now, as I said, we were in t h e room of the Greatest Holy 
Lea.f, 2,nd the sorrow and the pain waB simply · indescri bable. It would 
be impossible for me to tell what I witnessed in that room of ~rief, 
pain arid sorrow. The Greatest Holy I,eaf was the calmest; she did no t 
break dovm as much as did tb.e other holy ladi es. :Eu t the Holy ltother 
we. s ineffable (if I may use that word -- if it is right). Her bitter 
pain exalted her. Her superlatiTe grief transfigured her, an d it seeMed 
[' s if t b e spi ri t of Abdul llaha came into her. I fel tit even' d R.Y 8ft er 
th(~t. Afterwards it a.lways seemed like being wi tll Abdul Baha wte n be ing 
'vi t1 her. Always she Wf),S a woman of unparalleled di (lni ty end refinement 
a nd beauty; ·but now' it was simply indescribable I the W8Y· she became. 
He r bitter pain exalted her abaTe all words. 

',.\Fe sat in that room until we could no more. 'Ve sa.t -- Johanna , 
my husband and I -- until we felt we 118d no right to be !lL:y longer witnesB­
es to their grief and to such pain. I felt as though the fire of the 
other room had come into thi s. The Greatest Holy Leaf '.vas holding the 
h,wd of my husba,nd and the Holy Mother was holdin g my hand. 'rhere was 
no one there to spea.lc Engli sh, l)u t we spoke tl-!e uni v e rsal lR.nguage of :rI:;ti:) 

pain. And t h e one word that was used at that moment t h e oftenest, and 
- th[lt the Gre8test Holy I.ea1' would repeat, WFl,S flAll~l..be" .. ,. • I believe 

t·: .. is is one 0 f tIle names of Abdu.l Bahs. • 
And then we went out, and 1 t wa.s still d nrk nigrlt wh en ,:'.re 

er::erged into the street. "lewent over into the Pilgrim House. ]!'ugita 
mFl de tea, and some of tl1e believers partook. But I did not. I was too me 
sick. After si tting around the table for R 'Nhl1e, my husbe.nd said tl:8t 
I must li e down. He went -into lhi B roorn and Johanna. and I went ou tonto 
t h e li ttle porch, . and there we saw that t I.ie ni ght had gi ven Wt'l;Y t o t he 
ef\rly daym. l1Te stayed out there t.~.nd spoke. Dr. Krug came. 'Ve t8.1ked 
Hgc:dn. out there on t he Ii ttle verandah '["e saw [< refulgent sun ri se 
after that ni~ht. 

Fugi ta served an ei?,rly brea.lcfast of tea Hnd bread. Afterwards, 
Johanna and I went to our rooms and bathed and dressed and went over to 
t h e holy household again. There we found t Le holy laiies in t h e SRme room 
, ctlrnost exhausted from the long yiii:il and the excessive grief. As t}Je 

d;::,,y pro~ressed, Tisitors came, ca.llers came, ['l,nd with every ne'3V caller 
wh.o came into the presence of the presence of tIle holy ladies, tlJ.6 \vound 
'N8 .S opened afresh. V-i si tors arri ved from everywhere, from Daffia8cu s) 
J erusCllem, all the neighboring places i n Palestine; because, fro m e Arly 
mo rni ng, t elellr~.ms a.nd cabl eerams had been sent out i nta t he world. 'f}-) e 
expenses of telegrams fj,nd cablegre.ms alone amounted to over a hundred 
pounds sterling. '.'fe stayed oyer at the Holy Household until we fl8.d to 
return t o the Pligrim House for Iv.nch, cmd tJ1en we went bctck to the Holy 
I~ousehold. But that which was of ireat grief to us was that -"',e c ould not 
help in any wi se, a.nd thi s was beca.use we di d not understand the lenguage 
spoken there. '1e could not help because we could not s}lealc tl:eir tongue. 

Lnte in the afternoo·n 'Ne were permi tted to look upon the 
countens.nce of our Lord once more, to gi ve our farewell lool~. '1,ij1en '-·7e 
eEtered the hall .we sa.w that the door which led into his room from the 
hAll '~ras shut, 8,nd on t }i e door-knob hung some wree,.ths, end. on the floor 
8["Rinst tbe door wer.e roore wre8ths -- 7 in sll. And these wrea.ths Yvere all. 
I·'-' thought of the 1!Vonderful luxuriance of flo'.lIfers there wou~d ()e if it 
"'er e here; and there, there \vas the sC<3.rci t y of flowers. l: U t the se ? 
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,; ".are tb.e ; 7;<~ei'i ii'o-tub 'n . The ~ri .' -' . 
. '-.I: f~:dD( ::tit'~'," :p'o'j;n·t , : '6, :t ' th,-~ . ; ' ~ ,t: ~Iri, : tied -..,:, 
. tel.'" ~ :" ~Nhat' : were 'anY .flowE:ire.- to "'-
ante-chamber .whi chhad an en- . ' . , ' 
ther~_ we . l,.et,t ' oureho ee, and ­

nt.er~ho'ly . - om~ . J <perce'i Ted 
L~~jij~:~~:~fe.~~lt-~·;·· - . ~:~)~~~ :~ ~,:, ~~~e b'e:d;:'::' ' . 

. ~~I~I~!gllll~~i~f~l_ #::r·;"'f."!i.c ·E~ii,;: ~~~~:t;;i1i~~t:}';~iqpl:t;.dur '.' 'Q' f -:· his:-lo Tely', -.- ' ~.t:';:~ ,+':f~ ;:;~'!J-~J:~::~~~:~ ~'~~,~3:'~~"- ~' ~:':,, ~-' -"11, rt ('I '- we,;":pf.Jr c ei Ted 
. . eaQ.·,:,,:wa~·"; wb,at '.y 'ou · :: ,~;', 

Teri 'to' Abdul -B8ha. ";' Bll t , the 
..... · ..... "'·e·' b{ his spiri t forbade" us to (laze 

~~~:l~ij~i~~~~~[~tkj~~J~~~~~~~~l]~~f~iH' ,i n' li f e. :.o oul done . "euffi ci en t ly '.~ . inq.esc;r:l.bable:.beauty, 'and' grace. 
! " Who ,;c,ould ,coht(?inpla.t'ei t suf- ., 

~Hllllilii111~lIII11:1!!.t_ea . ~tid:;'Biiently ::,_~ai~': __ ', t;h~ : .Gr~a,test· ~ ''''!! .... -.-,.",.: ",., ... ... e/ ¥JJiqe ; >wh~~~;' h'f8 .. :bi~·B:~~d 'fe'e,t > . 
. . whi te ,si Ilc·~ /:" l <'BhQtl.l~ha:Te ·:told 

ly :8' arlC tti ary} :; that -i t ' : ,,'as , 'a-; mo r t a1 
. , , ' . . , . E". f " di" " t } ; .-

. " . " " .. ' " . . . ,... ' . .j. en ', .· 0 , ' la:Y,:e : " 
. ,' I3.Te washed the ":blessed . 'hcidY '-o/hiS·" .' ,: 

1;!.n.rou,~L,€Ul,,~:~~t]n·"f' ':':\ -;":.'l.'h~nwearose .from., 'ourknees '-and ' 

. , . ~ :" 

, ":' 1!f~Ter , wae, I ~ore unwil11n(l to leaTe 

"':;Jr,~l~,,;t~r:';:' (~!l!;i ~)~e_ed~-~;'~:,';',;:';:~',; 'd'. _ , .,'· from the 'wi ndow ,of our room ,- . 

t>:my ,91eseed ' p.uBb'~nd ; irlid';' the pri'T1.- ;·; " . 
.... : ~"V"'!l~,li'+,L .~·, ; coffin into the )i61y room, and to help ' 

,;i t~ " ,Thi sthen(:,was ,a ;:,.,plain -wooden. '" 
'd'e';::,by the -:fact ' tha,:t , __ they . hadplac.e~ . i 

;;il"l(~.rJlJ;:: r;i~ ::" ,i:~d· l'.pol1 :,this r~~ted the:. . '. ' 
H~;y,,~~~ :q , th~:<,e.E!-rthly fottp r;(:),r .our , Lord. ,; . 

. . . . 't~i~;,: co'mf'o~ter~:<f~p,4, b~ough t them,. ·-
:J "I,,"> " , ' " ,. ' 'I ,, ' "" I ·r . .. , ' 

:: ~f~¥'~~y~l~~C'~;j~~ a:~ \"t emp',oJ;-.~ri ly," _,P\it :',:4owr,r • . · l'hen ' a 
[> ' erla,:'~l,J:?i~,]~.l)1:.~),~·cler,' ed.: ali . ~at'-qti'hq. ·:';'the :: 'p~o t tom~ . was .' 

. 7 ", Wr ea'ths.':'wa;s'· 'pI ac e.dup on . it. '. 
. ; .. · t . hadaR,Bembled, . -went " 

:-wasli ft edupon 
:-, \fl,I' .{;:I:II ... "'._' .... .:t ._,·,;: ·'~._",Te wi th it , 

o ,.the stony , 
, " :,'l..:eaut'l' 'ful ", i" 

'1.J I:r,<,':" 
_.; .. ,,-, __ '; t ,dey': in . a " " ':-

'2 ' r '- ·a.nif~>:'!' i 'Te "ri:dl'nlLite' B~ ' I . said ,' " 

i ~~£l~~1r~~~lli1~i~~I~fl~~~ifff~ ... -~-'- ~4~ ng 'o ~ ....... '" .' : ko::;::ij!~~~~t·,·i, . 
. -T -'V: j~i~lr;j~~~I~fi~~1~~jill~~~~~~~~~~~~:~t;.' 1" :r~o;ye-,:, to /: 'thenvso,mEf, : ~,Cl ear and .' . . " .~. -,,; ;;~.a ... hA'," ~.,.:,;~;~,~,~: 't§< ha:td . On, to . ". -, 

L' ;, " ,;',; ,;.;: ,, ',' , 'J:" . 
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on e another in order not to become separated, the throng was so gre at. 
:r:Tery. now and then ,,,e sa.w my husband, who walked wi th some man. 
Johanna and I walked together,a.nd occasiona.lly made remarks, XlI such 
RS I haTe mentioned; otherwise there was silence. There one was 

through the influence of the sPllit 
'\Thic}l was Ter;' stron~. You haTe read the wonderful speeches that were 
me,de. I thou{?',ht then of Ahmad. I sa.id, "Where is he who lOTed hi s 
lord? ~,Vhy belli: is he away .. - he whom t h e Lord lOTed? iVhere is hi s 
jewel pen? Who co uld haTe written it as he iI: could haTe written it? 
He was not there~ 

Johanna and I thought we knew something then, after t h e 
greatness of thp..t time. But we knm'f now that wbat we then knew was as 
nothing compared to what we know today. I thought of t h e '!.'Iords of tha t 
Haifa poet -- the Arabian -- who composed a poem a few days a.fter the 
funeral, in which he spoke of heaTen and of Mount Carmel, and in wj' ich 
he said thgt now heaTen was enTious of Mount Carmel; that Mount Carmel 
was t h e bride of heaven, because the bosom of Mount Carmel was holding 
h eaven's most belaTed. 

And now, friends, I haTe told you what I know, and what I 
could tell this morning, and ' wha.t I know of tha t day and days, and of 
t ha t wonderful Persian teacher wh o wa s a pilgrim t h ere. I h aye told 
y ou of him, of our I.ord, A1adul Baha a.nd 1,'1hat I knew of h i s la.st day s. 
He, the father of hur.mnity and the Ada."!l of this Day. 



CHARLE'S E:.W. M O ORE 

M A.NAG c. R 

Words of AbdulBaha. 

On the moril~n8 of May first, 1921, I sat i n the presenee 
of Abdul Baha in his own room in the little house adjoining the 
Tomb of Baha'Ullah at , Bahjl. our Lord sat upon the divan near 
t.he window, Monever Khanum and I on chairs'oefore Him. 

He asked me if there was anything special which I wished 
to mention, andknowii1g that , He ' understood that in my heart I WU,f:. 

troubled I told Him: that I had been very anxious over the contin­
ued practice of "Number reading" and things of that character 
which were sometimes "indulged ' in, even at the time of the rF.gu-
lar meeting hour, by the friJlTlQ.s in Ameriea. -,. 

Monever Khanum, befo~e , interpreting this to our Lord 
commented upori it, and said th~t explicit directions had been~ 
g iven for the ' conduot ' of' the '. meetings and tIle Feasts, ' and shE] ,,~, 
was surprised that they were not followed absolutely. She t.!'ien 
turned to our Lord and told Him what I had said. .;.; 

He replied: 
,~'Ask them where, in the wrl tings of Baha I Gllah 

they find these things." 

As He' said these words His face wore tha t wont] erful smile which 
showed me 'immediately that we must ':;€ al~]l:indness in handline, U:0 
matt er but that it must be absolutely final. Just as final aEI 

that in the wri tings of Baha '.Ullah these things are not to be 
found at all in any place •. ----I 

Mrs ~ , Stuart W. French. '· (Nellie $)' 
. .' : . 

~o~; lent \ u,L .~'" 
V ( I also tOld, Mon~ver 'Khanum that in one Assembly I knew it 

to be a fact, ' that danCing was indulged in before and after the 
meetings, whiOhI fe,l t was avery ser,ious mat t.er and j eopapdiz­
ed the reputation : of the' Baha"i Cause. Monever ,was shocked b e ­
yond exprE Bsion~andBaddenedby this ,information. ! cl.O not" 
know whether ,she ever referred this to th~ Master or not we 

, ' , 
were alone at the time it was ~entioned.) 

., ' , 
,J " 
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