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"A letter will do", ‘“Vhat else, could he have said?

We must remember what He . articular time, That which He
first said wasx o some Amerlcnn belieter- axx was of God,; that which lie
afterwarde said was of men, eére was one more wonderful sign which
He gave to the Mirzae , who takes care of
the Tomb of the Bab, and who is & particularly strong and ablebodied man.
It was after six o'clock in the afternoon, and He said to him, "You who
are so strong, cannot you notice that I am so tired? You who are so
strong, cannot you takxe me in your arms and carry me to a place where
people cannot find me, and where I need not come forth any more, and
where I can rest?"' Nevertheless, minds could not conceive the inner
meaning! '

I said we had seen Our Lord in life the last time on Friday
noon, and on Sunday morning (as this morning, a year ago) we went to
the Xpiscopal Church -- Dr, Be@e, lirs, Esh@, Johanna, my husband and myself,
and while we were in church Our ILord sent for us to the pilgrim's house,
to fetch us, and we were not there! The reason was that, a week before,
Abdul Baha had sent word to Mrs, True that she should go to church every
Sundzy. She asked if she should take the Holy Communion, and lHe said "Yes",
Dr, and Nrs, True had recently come with all their belongings to reside
permanently in the Holy Land, harving liquidated all their affairs in
America and left the latter country permanently,) We thought that, being
there, we ought to go to church with the Trues, and that Xk was the reason
we were not at the Pilgrim House when Our Lord sent for us, He did not
send for us again, because, directly after lunch, another message came
fxzm to the Pilgrim House from Him, saying He wished all the believers to
go to the Tomb of the Bab, and participate in the feast in x® commemoration
of the appointing of the Center of the Covenant by Baha'O'Llah, The feast
on this occasion was given by an East Indian believer, '
a Parsee, 'We went to the Tomb of the Bab, where many_believers had
congregated, It was beautiful and was given in the § ct room of the
Tomb of the Bab which contains '
And to think that only two days afterwards that very room became t}e
sanctuary which afterwards contained the earthly form of Our Lord!
There was no Jjoyousness among the believers at the feast; they were sad
because their Lord was absent, Speeches were given, tablets were chanted,
but sadness evidently pervaded all hearts -- so much so, that I said to
myself -- He has never been absent before from any feast, otherwise they
could not feel like this, I myself felt gloomy, although they favored us
extremely, ZXven the Indian host
so great is the courtesy of the Oriental world, It was a beautiful feast,
vut 2 & sad feast, The truly spiritual principal Bahais, although they
did not kxnow at that time, yet they

When I came down from the mountain, it was already a little
dark, for it was November, like today, and the sun set early, I reached
Abdul Baha's residence, and sudéenly I found myself standing alone in
front of the gate of the garden of my Lord, I did not know where my
husband was, I only knew that I was alone, and that I had a great yearn-
ing to see my Lord, But I was afraid, and I realized that I was afraid,
and I said "alas!", and the words of my Lord Jesus Christ came to my
mind, when He said "Perfect love casteth out fear"; and I knew that I
wa.s deflclent in "perfect love', And I thought of my Lua, would she be:
too timid to rush in to her Lord? No, no gates, no houses would prevent
her from seeing her Lord when she wanted to see him, But I could not go
in because I said to myself, "If I should go in, he =xXX would see my
lack and he would ve pained, 8o I slunk back into the Pilgrim House and

1nto ry room, where I took off my coat “and hat and wept, Then later, I
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read that which helped me, in the Words of my Lord, Baba'o'lLlah, where

He had =xx=d# said, "Love is the sourege of all divine bestowals, and unless
}ovgtkecomea manifested in the heart, no other divine bounty can be reveald
in i,

At 8 o'clock that evening, when Mrs, Cook came over, I thought
at that time she had seen Abdul Baha, and it is so stated in the letter
which I wrote Mrs,Cooper, but in reality she had not, But she had heard
of his words when he was told that the believers were sad and unhappy
because he was not at the feast, He had said "I was there, I was there
in spirit, and the friends must not attach importance to the absence of
the body.

About quarter past eight our evening meal was brought in,
tecause, as you know, 211 the food is prepared in the holy household
end then brought over to the Pilgrim House, Ve immediately asked the
one who brought it, how Abdul Baha was, and he told us that Abdul Eazha
had just retired to his room for the night, We sat around the table and
talkxed until approximately ten o'clock and then retired to our rooms,

As I learned afterwards, our Lord at approximately 8 o'clock retired to
his room for the night, where he took off some of his outer garments

and lay down on the divan, where he apparently slept until about 10
o'clock, Then he awoke and got up and told his daughter, Rouah Kahnoum,
who was in the room with him, that e now wished to go to bed, and that
shw should inform the household that he had gone to bed, He slept until
about 11 o'clock, and then spoke to his daughter, Roush Kahnoum, and
when she answered, she saw that he had perspired much, zand she went to his
bureau drawer to take out a fresh nightshirt for him., But, alas, she
found none, she found nothing., He had given everything away, as he al-
ways did,

Here I must interpolate a word, and say that, at the time when
his daughter told me that, I thought of the very beautiful night-shirt
that I hed brought for him from a believer who had sent it as a present,
It was of the finest cotton goods, wide and ample, and embroidered
beautifully with his monogram on the pocket, I did wish to ask what
had become of that night-shirt, but I did not sey anything, because, no
doubt it had gone the way all those things go with our Lord, So Roush
had to run to her own house to get from the belongings of her husband
that which she wanted,

: Yhen she came back again and all was arranged, our Lord drank
2 little water and tlien he slept again, 'Ye, too, at the Pilgrim liouse,
slept. Suddenly I was awakened by a knock at the side door of the Pilgrim
House. What a knock! What a knock! Such a knock I had never heard
in the silence of the night. It was a knock that spoke louder thszn
cannons., It was akx a knock that would fain have aroused the whole
world, It was a knock of no restrictions, It seemed to me then that
Fugita was all too slow to light his .candle, TFor you must remember that
in those days there was no electric light in the houses, There is, now,
But then there was none; only a smoking flax, At last Fugita went to
the door, and I heard somewords of Arabic spoken, and the messenger went
away again, and I went out to speak to Fugita, and all he said to me was
"Go to bed. Go to bed", I immediately returned to my room and said
"Get up at once; something terrible must have happened", "Yes", Johanna
said, "something terrible mitst have happened, because I heard them call
in the garden gz for Dr, Krug", I did not stop to dress, but put my
travelling cloak over my gown, and put on my shoes, Whlch.I did not stop
to lace, Fugita knocked and I opened the door, and he said "Go over to
the residence quickly, the Master is very low, It-d}d not take me log&
to get out on the street, 1 had not thought of waiting for my husband or
Johanna., 1 realized that I was trembling very much, and that I could
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hardly walk, but I got to the holy residence and followed a dim light

that I saw, The shimmer of this light led me to the door of the room of
Abdul Baha, "hen I reached the doorway I saw inside the room two doctors,
Dr.Krug and another, together with some members of the Holy Ferily, and
Rouah Kahnoum kneeling in front of. the bed of her father, I dropped

down on my knees beside her; and she looked into her father's face as if
to maxe it real to herself, for she had X not yet been able to realize
that he was dead, .I could not realize it either, and I asked her if he
was dead, and then she turned and asked me, and I said "No", XZecause
wr.en 1 came into the room and saw our Lord, it was just as if he were
sleeping, His eyes were closed, but otherwise he looked alive, '"No", I
said, "he is only unconscious"™ And tlien I suggested to her to ask the
doctors to give a hypodermic, to which Dr,X{rug replied that it wes quite
useless, that the heart had stopped beating, snd that the hypodermic
mould not enter the blood stream, it would have no effect, I should

Fnve first told you that when I entered the room of ny Lord, the first
thing I was, of course, was his form in the bed, and the mosquito netting
was r=aised from his face, Then I noticed the lpoly Family, One other
thing I noticed, and this was that the head of my Lord was in a very
uncomfortable looking position, the reason for which I will explain later,
I'ut as I kneeled teside his daughter, later, I saw always the head of
Abdul Baha, and I came ton feel as if it were my own head, and thet I could
bear the strain no longer; so after the doctor said that life was quite
extinet, then I asked Rouah Kahnoum if I could adjust Abdul baha's head
in a better position, She said "Yes", and for this purpose I arose from
my knees, I stood at the back of the bed, and while I gently :moved his
head I felt the bodily warwtl of hie head, and face, and neck, And then
Rouah Kahnoum said to someone, as I held his head, to remove an exira pil-
low that hnad Yeen slipped under it during a vain effort of the doctors

to retein his life, Someone slipped away the pillow, and this gave me
the wonderful privilege of Liwlding his head just one nmoment longer, and I
felt then, near to him in soul and body. “'hen I looked up agein, 1 saw
thiet the room had filled with believers., Theyv had gl) come in noiselessly.
liost of tkhem were kxneeling at the foot of his bed, At that time I did
not percieve anyone weeping; the consternation was so greot, it wss
expressed upon all faces. But as I knelt there, I felt that we believers,
myself included, only the Holy Family excepted, had by no known privilege
found entrance to that room, I felt that we were standing on burning
ground, I felt the fire of tle Lurning bush; that we must retreat or be
consumed, I felt thet the sudden shock of the death of Abdul Xzhs had
removed restrictions and bverriers, But I felt thet now we must go, And
211 the believers must have felt the same, because tliey knelt, one after
snother, in front of tlhe bed -- at the foot of the bed -- and kissed the
covering where our Lord's blessed feet rested, and then they quietly went
away. It was then that I could not go, '“hen the majority of the believ-
ers had left, the Holy Mother shut the doors of that holy room and

locked them, and then, from inside of the room she opened another door,
leading into the room of the greatest Holy Leaf, and the Holy Ladies

went in there, and before the Holy Mother went in, she motioned me to go
in, too, I was glad to go in; I was glad for the privilege, I think the
Doctor and Mrs.Krug went in (I have no recollection). Johanna followed me
ané my husband, and when we were all in the room of the Greatest lloly Leaf
that door, too, was shut 2nd locked, And when we were seated inside..the
full grief of the tragedy of the other room came to the surface. It‘ls
impossible to describe it -- the grief! DTut I omitted to say that when
we were still in the room of Abdul Bsha, and when we had all been over-
come by this feeling that we were standing upon burning ground andrthat}
we must go, a soft sheet was spread over the face of Abdul Bsha, Thus he



tecame covered from our side, and the mosquito netting was let down, rnd
it wos then that all the believers broke out in bitter weeping., 1t was
then that they 2ll wept and sobbed and shook, and it wes then that they
a1l knelt at the foot of the-bed, as I said, and kxissed his blessed feet,
and arose and went out,

And now, as I said, we were in the room of the Greatest Holy
Leaf, and the sorrow and the pain was simply indescribable, It would
be impossible for me to tell what I witnessed in that room of grief,
pain and sorrow, The Greatest Holy lLeaf was the caslmest; she did not
break down as much as did the other holy ladies, Xut the Holy Nother
was ineffable (if I may use that word -- if it is right), Her bitter
pain exalted her, Her superlative grief transfigured her, and it seemed
s if the spirit of Abdul Baha came into her, I felt it every day after
thet, Afterwards it alweys seemed like being with Abdul Baha when bveing
witi her, Always she was a woman of unparalleled dignity and refinement
and beauty; but now it was simply indescribeble, the way she became,

Her bitter pain exalted her above all words,

~ We pat in that room until we could no more, 'Ye sat -- Johanna,
my husband and I -- until we felt we had no right to Ve ary longer witness-
es to their grief and to such pain, I felt as though the fire of the
othier room had come into this, The Greatest Holy Leaf was holding the
hand of my husband and the Holy Mother was holding my hand, There was
no one there to speax ¥nglish, but we spoke the universasl language of apxk
nain, And the one word that wes used at that moment the oftenest, and
that the CGrestest Holy Leaf would repeat, was "Allahe" - , I believe
t*is is one of the names of Abdul Baha ,

And then we went out, and it was still dark night when we
emerged into the street., 'We went over into the Pilgrim House. Tugita
made tea, and some of the believers partook, IBut I did not, I was too =k
sick, After sitting around the table for a while, my husband said that
I nmust lie down, He went into Bis room and Johanns and I went out onto
the little porch, and there we saw that the night had given way to the
early dawn, "We stayed out there and spoke, Dr, Krug came., "We talked
apain, Out there on the little verandash we saw ¢ refulgent sun rise
after that night.

Fugita served an early breakfast of tea and bread. Afterwards,
Jokanna and I went to our rooms and bathed and dressed and went over to
tiie holy household again, There we found tie holy ladies in the seme room
, @&lmost exhausted from the long vigil and the excessive grief, As the
dey progressed, visitors came, cellers came, and with every new caller
wrio came into the presence of the presence of the holy ladies, the wound
wess opened afresh, Visitors arrived from everywhere, from Demascus,
Jerusalem, 211 the neighboring places in Palestine; because, from early
morning, telegrems and cablegrams had been sent out into the world, The
expenses of telegrams and cablegrems alone amounted to over a hundred
pounds sterling., Ve stayed over at the Holy liousehold until we had to
return to the Pilgrim House for lunch, and then we went back to the lloly
Household, Xut that which was of great grief to us was that we could not
help in any wise, and this was because we did not understand the language
spoken there, e could not help because we could not speak their tongue,

Late in the afternoon we were permitted to look upon the
countenance of our Lord once more, to give our farewell look, ‘''hen ‘we
entered the hall we saw that the door which led into his room from the
hall was shut, and on the door-knob hung some wrezths, and on the floor
apsinst the door were more wreaths -- 7 in sll. And these wreaths were all.
I thought of the wonderful luxuriance of flowers there wou}d be if it
were here; and there, there was the scarcity of flowers, ZXutl these 7
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one another in order not to become separated, the throng was so gresat,
Every now and then we saw my husband, who walked with some man,.
Johanna and I walked together, and occasionally made remarks, =mx such
as I have mentioned; otherwise there was silence, There one was

o through the influence of the spirk
which was ver: strong. You have read the wonderful speeches that were
made,- I thought then of Ahmad, I said, "Where is he who loved his
Tord? “Vhy xx is he away -- he whom the Lord loved? “Where is his
Jewel pen? Who could have written it as he X could have written it?
He was not there,

Johanna and I thought we knew something then, after the
greatness of that time, But we know now that what we then knew was as
nothing compared to what we know today, I thought of the words of that
Haifa poet -- the Arabian -- who composed a poem a few days after the
funeral, in which he spoke of heaven and of Mount Carmel, and in wrich
he said that now heaven was envious of lMount Carmel, that Mount Carmel
was the bride of heaven, because the bosom of lMount Carmel was holding
heaven's most beloved,

And now, friends, I have told you what I know, and what I
could tell this morning, and what I know of that day and days, and of
that wonderful Persian teacher who was a pilgrim there, 1 have told
you of him, of our Lord, Akdul Esha and what I knew of his last days.
He, the father of humanity and the Adam of this Day.
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MAMNASER

Words of AbdulEaha.

On the morning of May first, 192 I sat in the presence
of Abdul Eaha in his own room in the little house adjoining the
Tomb of Baha'Ullah at Bahjl., Our Lord sat upon the dlvan near
the window, Monever Khanum and I on chalrs before Him,

He asked me if there was anything special which I wished
to mention, and knowing that He wunderstood that in my heart I was
troubled o told Him that I had been very anxious over the contin-
ued practice of "Number reading" and things of that character
which were sometimes indulged 1in even at the time of thp regu-
lar meeting hour,by the frimnds in America,

Monever Khanum, before interpreting this to our Lord
commented upon 1it, and sald that explicit directions had been <
given for the conduet of the meetings and the Feasts, -and she .,
VER:! 3urprised that they were not followed absolutely, She then
turnied to our Lord and told Him what I had said, d

He replied:
"Ask them where, in the writings of Baha'Ullah
they find these things."

As He said these words His face wore that wonderful smile which
showed me immediately that we must e allkindness in handling the
matter but that it must be absolutely final, Just as final as
that in the writings of Baha'Ullah these thingb are not to he
found at al},in any place, .

Mrs, Stuart W, French, (Nellie $)

O""'ﬂq A.e,n," yal., \—\

g ( I also told lionever Khanum that in one Assembly I knew it
to be a fact, that dancing was indulged in before and after the
meetings, which I felt was a very serious matter and Jjeopardlz-
ed the reputation. of the Bahal Cause , Monever was shocked be-
yond expression, and saddened by this information, I do not
know whether she ever referred this to the Master or not, we
were alone at the time it was mentionpd )
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