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SHOGHLI EFFENDI sald:

The Bahai Revelation has two kianifestutions, the B4iB
und BAHA'U'LLiaH. 4BLUL BAHA the Perfect exemplar, the Centre of tuo
Covenant of munkind, the true interpreter of His Words, & perfect
numan being. To give Abdul Baha a station comparable to Buha'ulllah
is absolute heresy.

‘he whole opposition of iMohammed Ali wus based upon his
insistence that Abdul Baha c¢laimed to be the divine successor of
Baha'u'llah, oocupying a cognate statlon. Mohammed Ali declared:
"Never 8o long as 1 live will I cease to ugitate against this ia-
poster who claims that before the expiration of a full thousand
years to occupy the same station as Baha'u'lluh.”

The misguided uttitude of the friemds in attemptin g
t0o maintuin ibdul Baha in this station was the basis of the whole
persecution by the coyenant-breakers. Again and again Abdul Baha
wrote disclaiming any station beyond that of exemplsr, interpreter
and Centre of the Covenant, bgt Mohammed Ali said"this was only a
blind, that while openly stating this he was secretly encouruging
his followers to maintain and accept him as the ianifestation.”
Those who overestimate the station of ibdul Baha are quite us
reprehensible and have done Jjust as much harm as those who under-
estimate.

LOROL GaSPER:

Do you mean that those that have considered Abdul Baha
& Manifestation ure oqually a8 bad as those who have oppesed and
denied him?

SHOGHI EFFENDI REPLIED:

Yes, that 18 what 1 mean, for they continuously
furnished the enemy with proof for fulse stutements. \hen the Will
and Testament was produced, various believers said /ohammned Ali
could no longer deny the full import of Abdul Bahu's meaning, for
surely in His last doocument(Will) left to voice his directions and
desires in perpetuity he could not have fuiled to tlaim this exulted
stution if 8ll his life this had veen his ulm and intent. When
showvn the Will Mohammed All said that this neglijlble compured to
the insidious work which had left this impression of Him in the
hearts of the believers.

KRITH:

Shoghi Eifenﬁi wnat do we do with the Tablet of the
Brundh in which Baha'u llah sayd oi Abdul Baha,"He is liyself, the
Shining place of iy Ldentity"?

SHOGHL EFEENDL:



SHOGHI EFFENDI:

sost certainly Baha'u'llah is not referring to :ibdul Baha
but 1 must see the text.

We: Opening the Scriptures we pointed out the passage, "He i
styself", with an asterisk and the words, "Abdul Baha",.

Reith: It certainly reads that Abdul Baha is the Self of God.
SHOGHI EFFENDI :

This doe# not refer to ibdul Baha. ‘This means the Voice
of God referring to Baha'u'lleh, not Basha'u'llah referring to Aibdul
Baha, 7Tarning to the Will and Testament we find the words of ibdul
Baha abouy the two Vanifestations, Bab and Basha'ulllsh referring to
Abdul Basha., Turning to the Will and lestument we find the words of
Abdul Baha about the $wo fanifestations, Bab and Baha'u'llsh and the
servitude of all else teward them.

LOKOL ASKED:
BUt how does this statment come to be in the Sceriptures?
SHOGHI EFrENDL:

This book was printed without my knowledge. 1 was not
consulted abeut it, Sometime after its publication 1 received a copy
which was the first 1 had seen it, It is full of errors, many
quotations from the writing of Baha'u'llah have been cut without
putting the dotted line to show this had been done. Had [ heen
consulted 1 certainly would not hive permitted these errors to h:ve
occured.

X7ILH Then how shsall we present the waster? WwHat sabout the
prophecy "The Son shall come in the glory of the ¥ather, and that no
man cometh unto the Kather save through the Son." How can Baha'u'llah
represent tue second coming of the Son? How-can—Bahe'Ullleh—repressnt
-{he—ssecond coming-of the-Sont

SHOGHI FEBFENDI:

The Son, the Chriet that was in Jesus hae returned in
Baha'u'llsh in ites fulleast etation. wwod is the Kather, the essence
unmanifest. ilan csnnot know Him or comprehend Him. He can known
only through His lanifestation the Son. Bha'u'llah, that ‘anifesta-
tion of the Son has come in the full glory of the W&ther. This idean
about Abdul Baha, that the Son is the ¥ather and the Father the on,
is a reversion to catholicism, 7hese ideas are pure superstition
and could have no basis in_reaaon. You ridieule the Roman Cathomlics
for their irrational ideas and would yourselves fall into the same
error.

SHOGHI EF+ENDI :

Since Baha'u'llsh has made Abdul Baha the infallible
interpreter of His words which then would have the superior weight?
KEITH: Baha'u'llah, holding the idea that since He was the  uni-
festation and Abdul Bhha was not, the former would then bhe saperior
to the latter. '
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therefore, we must turn to the words of abdul Baha to determine

this question of stations. In writing to america about the quulifi-
cautions for voting I quoted from the Will and Testament and referred
to Abdul Baha as the true exemplar., What did the believers take
that %0 mean? Of course 1 used the utmost delicacy for it might do
great harm to have this question too suddenly projectdd.

KEITH: But Shoghi Effendi, we would be considered unform and unfit
to teach in America if we did not make the Covenant of God co-equal
with the Manifestation Baha'u'llsh/

SHOGHLI EFFENDI:

This is unwarranted. In the 1light of the kaster's contin-
uous denials how ca the believers think this?

KEITH: Owing to thne passage in question in the SCHIPIURES, where
it reuds thuat Abdul Baha is the Self of Baha'u'llah, and for another
reason that it is s universsl belief among the teachers. At a lew
York assembly meeting Horace Holley ssid, "In the Will Abdul Baha
was presenting Basha'u'llah to the complete effacement of himself,

- leaving no testimony and giving no divine atation to himself,” which
horrified Mrs, Kinney and Archbishop Barrow.

SHOGHI EFFENDI:

Horace and I are in full accord on this matter. Horace
who evidently holds my view put that foot-note in the scriptures
bolow the TABLET of the Branch, having taken it bodlly from Essel-
mont's book. (The same evening Shoghi Effendi sent Ruhi with & copy
of the Branch in Paersian to show that this passage did not occur in
the original).

LYLE: Are you aware to what extent the American believers tesch
these ideas uand dogmas? Whlle we are on this subject nay we have
another question made elear to us, that has to do with your station?
KEITH INTERRUPTED:

Ve are told in the Will and Testament that your sede is
the shade that shadoweth all mankind, and that to dispute with you
is to dispute with God ete. Surely after reading these words we
cannot consider you just an ordinary human being.

SHOGHI EFFENDI:

But I am. I am a human being like you or anybody else and
I have no divine station. I am under the protection of Baha'u'llah.
ine master promised to proteect me from error, likewise the House of
Justice. No one is justified in looking upon me as other than human.
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KEITH: Accofding to the Will and Testament your decisions are
blading and your words are binding.
SHOGHI HFFENDI:

Only to & certain extent. How far does my independence
extend with the House of Justice, and what is my relation to it?
KXEITH: You are its chairman and interpreter of the Book of laws,
the Akdas.

SHOGHI RFYENDI:

Yes, but as chairman I have only one vote as has any other
menber. If my vote happens to be with the minority I must cheerfully
Tollow the will of the mX majority though it be contrary to my wish
and convietion.
feith; Your word is infallible when it comes to interpreting the

ext.
CHOGHI ZEFFENDI:
Yos, the GUARDIAN alone can determine whether any piece
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SHOGHI EfFENDI:
_Hot at all, the interpretcr is the ome whose word we must
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of legislature can be undertgken or whether the condition is covered
in the holy text. It is promised that the Guardian is protected by
God from makxing mistazes in these décisions. But apart from that I
am like anyone else.
KEITH: 1 have been teaching that it is wrong to think of you as
a human being. 1 have been teaching that you kmow the end from the
beginning and have a spiritual status that endows you with super-
human knowledge.
SeEe This is entirely wrong, 1 am a humsn being endowed with
the unféiling protection of Baha'u'llah. "o claim for me a station
different from that of humanitiy or to consider me endowed with
superhumsn powers is quite unjustified. Hor example 1 have no idea
what is going on in Americs at present. I must depond upon informa-
tion for such knowledge.

Keith: ''he Master tells us your utterance are infaullible.

5. E. Under certain explicit conditions. In nany instances |
give humun opinions and suggestions.

£eith: Undoubtedly you speak with uncRallengeable aathority and

we must consider your words authoritative snd infallible.

S. Eo(Bmiling) 1 leave that to your own judgement.

Keith: If I mentioned this conversation to any of the friemds who
like me huave looked upon you as divinely endowed they would at once
say "How utterly lacking in spirituality she is, that Shoghi kffendi
completely concesls hies station irom her. 1f she was spiritually
awake he would without doubt reveal his true divinity to hor. Abdul
Baha used to say the same thing to the believers. v'hey had themselves
to know his ststion %efore he contided it to them, s0 likewise the
Guardian is testing you with his denials,”

S« Be (posaitively amszed) Do the believers believe -bdul usaha would
deliverately disawow himself and maAslead them? When I make these
gtatements categorically [ mean them. You must utterly disresgard

such caasistry on the part of believers. (Agsin and again throughout
the long interview he said how dargersus it would be to precipitate
this discussion or release this knowledge of the stations of the £
Covenant and the Guardian auong the believers considering their
present conception. Serveral times Shoghi Effendi said we must use
the utmost delicacy; we must nake this known very graduzlly; we

must not publicly annouce this. Similar warnings were continususly
repeabed). _

Shoghi Effendi: If the House of Justice should decide that the sirine
of Baha'u'llsh would be removed to the top of ilount Carmel the remalns
of Abdul Baha must be removed from the shrine of the Bab. Abdul Baha
himself would feel that it was very unfitting that he should snare

the shrine with a Hanifestation of God. Abdul Baha's originul plan
was the ouilding of nine rooms with the Bah in the center. The three
new rooms for the archives completes Abdul Baha's wish for the shrine
of the Bab. 4bdul Baha was placed in the Bsb's shrine by the dscision
of the holyhousehold before my return from England. Undoubtedly
Abdul baha will be removed to another resting-place. (Here Shoghi
nftfendl deseribed the nine terrances that would lead from the foot

of it. Carmel to the shrine of the Bab and the nine that would lead

to the top whether Baha'u'llah was placed there or not.

Keith: In the light of what you huve said Abdul Baha 1 presume
would be pluced at the bottom.

Shoghi Effendi: Undoubtedly that would be his wish.

Lyle: It hes ulways been impossible for me to believe that ibdul
Bana's station was equal to the station of Baha'u'llah the Supreme
Manirestation and Abdul Bana the teucher. :

Snoghi Effendi: Now you are going to the opposite extreme. Yester-
day there was over-stating, how youx are under-stating. Abdul Baha

is not a teacher, an apostle or a chosen one, for there might be others
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-bdul Baha is quite apart and different from anyone who has ever
appeared on earth before. A perfect human being! Can you conceive

a perfect human being? The phrase that best expresses Abdul Baha

is the true exemplar, the Center of the Covenant. It is just as
grave a mistake to over-estimate Abdul Beaha as to under-estimate him.
Abdul Baha never claimed to be a Manifestation, all his 1ife he
suffered from this assumption. But we must never go to the other
extreme and confuse anybody else with Him or His station.

Keith: 1Is that why Baha'u'llah calls him the greatest q?stery of God.

S.E. Just so, His station is a mystery.

Lorol: Then if he is just a human being cun we esm evolve to the
same station in time?

S. E. Ho, no one can attain to the station of A.B.

Lorol: But surely humsnity will sometime resach perfection.

3. E. No, A. B. says that humanity will evolve anmd develop

infinitely. To reach perfection memns that advancement stops, there
is nothing further to be obtuined, makind will ever czontinue his
development towards perfection but no one will attain Xxix to ot
occupy the station of A.B. If you are usked to explain this you must
say that this 1is a mystery. A mystery is not irrational, it does

not run counter to reason, it transcends reason.

Keith: You mean just as solence sees s mystery in the grest primal
enery becoming ninety-two chemical elements?

Se Ee No, the mystery of nature may later gecoma manifest, a
spiritual can never be grasped by the human mind.

Leith: Then 1 have been teaching wrong all these years.

5. B, It astonishes me that these idesas are so prevalent in
America.

Eeith: When Elizabeth Greenleaf and I were here six years ago
why was this not explained to us?

S. E. The subject was not broached and I did not realize that
these were your con@lusions. You must not worry for having taught
this way, it will right itself. As new believers come into the
Faith this i1dea will be forgotten. iothing can be done about the
past. The past is over. Devote yourself to giving the right =
conception to those you teash from now on. It would do incalcul-
&ble harm to try to rectify this impressién now.

Lyle: The 0ld bellievers would put any one out of the cause who
dared to spread this teaching.

3. E. Undoubtodlz, but our eyes must be turned towsrds the throngs
that will come into the Faith in future, not iwewed Fuwardmxkim 7 . ...

kxxoxgxaxkixxkthe present believers. We must endeavour the new
generation of believers not the present one. If the friends arve
not c¢lear on this guestion ask them to write me. I have so far
approached this question with the utmost delicacy, as in the
qualifications for voters. MNo one has ever guestioned me about this.
If they had 1 should have been constrained to answer fearlessly and
fully. If the friends write me L will give them the same answer [
am giving you. ‘

Xeith: Reverting to yeaterday's discussion I want to get this
matter olear, If you are a human being just as muddled, veiled
confused and groping as 1 am ghy is 1t that according to the Will
and Testament we must obey you? Why is it when I receive & cable
from you to come to Haifa would L rather throw myself into the bay
than refuse? Why did I not explain this and then go down to Poona
and conduot my class? -

S. E. In your human affairs I maxe suggestions snd recommendations.
When 1 interpret the Words 1 am guided by Bsha'u'llah.
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Zeith: #hy does Abdul Bsha call down the #ierce indigmation of
God upon those who disobey you?

S. B, This is only when L insist or commang,then my interpretstion
is infallible. 'The believers must distinguish ﬁetween what Ip ;
recommend or definately state,

Reith: Can you imagine the friends refusing to follow your recom-
mendation?

(We then brought up the guestion of praying to Abdul Baha.)

WE: Many believers pray to the Master. Is this proper?

S.E. Baba'u'llah is the source we must pray to naturally.

Xeith(insisting) Is it wrong to pray to Abdul Baha?

SeBe No, it is not wromng to pray to Abdul Baha in an intercess-
ary capacity.

Keith: Like the Roman catholics pray to the virgin Mury?

3. Za Yos.,

Keith: Then it is not aetually wrong to pray to :bdul Bsha?
Lorol: No, if you want to be foolish enough to do so.

ZLeith: Ig that true Shoghi !flendi?

Shoghl Effendil: that is much too strong. It would not b: foolish

1o pray to the iaster but the next generstion will have forgotten

to do it. It is only those who knew and revercnced Abdul Rahkn who

will hold to this practice, but it will later be discarded.

Lorol: There ara those who pray to you, Shoghi Effendi.

S. HE. This is absolutely heretical. OSuch things are not psrumiss-

able. it is wrong to address me as Lord or iaster, or Thee or Thine.

1 had to send a very abrupt cable to the triemds in Boubay to prevent

them from celebrating my bixthdsy. 1f this sturts now there will

be no end to it. The first Gunardian's birthday, the first Guurdian's

death, the tenth Gusrdian's accession. They would have 400 Guardian's

celebrations in 365 days. HNor must they refer to me as His Holiness.

Thes¥® things have no place in our Falth, they savour of popishness.

KiLlvH: There is a plcture of you in the Babai hsll at darachi

labelled "His Holiness, Shoghi kffendi"”.

Shoghi xffendi (emphatically); Then they must take it down.

Keith: THPHEEXXIIIIIXIR Oh my, I should not have mentioned this!

Lorol: Why not if it is wrongz?

Shoghi Effendi: 1 have requested, suggested, but now the time has

come when I must ins&st in no unmistakable terms that these things

must cease.MX For instance, this is what we have been spesaking

about when you say 1 am infallible, that is, when I insist. In this

1 am infallible.

Lorol: When did Baha'u'llsh declare Himself?

Shogni E. He dbolared Himself three times, first as the Bab predicxted

in certain odes written in 1862-53, where the Bab makes veiled

references to Baha'u'llah's station as Supreme llanifestation.

You will remember in “The Son of the Wolf"™ how Baha'u'llsh spezks

of His first intimation that he is the Promised One. It wus as if
fire ran through His veins and He wss consumed with & power that
overmastered Him. The sescond declaration was to afew friends when

He was leaving Baghdad, aficording to the Bab's second date, in 1863.
Then in Adrisnople between 1864 and 1868 He proclaimed it to the
world in His episiles to the Kings. In"S8ome Answered Juestions” we
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learn that the Manifestation was chosen from birth but was not
conscious of it till the time His iission approached. uany fought
against it at first. But all Menifestations went thru this long
struggle of preparation, such as 4oges in the Burning Bush, Jesus
in the wilderness, Buddha under the Bod tree, and Baha'u'llah in
the mountains of sully who spent a longer time than others
because His preparation was greatest. Baha'u'llah spent two years
in the mountains alone. He also went to leave Subi-azel free to
try to establish his cause. 1 assign preparation for His ministry
as one of the reasons for His self-imposed exile. The greatness of
Baha'u'llah's Manifestation is shown by His having a Manifestation
for the forerunner, but He is greater tham the Bab fex—iw—wsme for
He cvame for the whole world. We must never give out the impression
that one ianifestation of God was greater in power or wisdom than
another. They are only greater in what they manifest.

(¥e constabtly used the words Cause and iovement and S.E. asked us
to try and el&mate these words as they did not convey the deep
significance of the Baha}] Fraith or World Order of Bsha'u'llah, and
edvised us to teach new ¥elievers to use these two expressions and
never to permit anyone to use the name "Bahaism.")

PRAYER

S.H. - We can trace the evolution of the Buhal #aith by the terms
adopted, then changed. First organisation wus adopted, then
idministration, now it will take on "The liorld Order of Baha'u'llah.

WE: In many places the believers use healing prayers continu-
ously in regular meetings. Many object to this prsactice.

S.Ee No one in any assembly should insist upon saying healing
prayers, but we must acquiese if some one should want one. Vhen we
have general rules, we become dogmatic and inflexible. But friends
who do not care to sit through long prayers regularly may go or stay
as they wish, This does not determine anyone's spirituality, bul
there muet be no criticism or controversy on the matter. Great px
patience is required to unite the differing elements in our iaith.
Time is the best healer. These differances of opinion will dissappear
with time. Ve might remember the words of Saint Augustine, in
essentials unity, in non-esséntisls diversity, in all things charity.

Government

S« E. The attack thi& was recently published by the Soviet
government has done more to spread the teachings oi the Bahai iaith
than years of teaching to disseminate. Regarding the Leagus of
Nations; The princijple underlying the League of Nations will break
but the institution will develop. Whether this League or another.
Thie change will be brought about by the coming war which is inevit-
able. The greatest benefit of the last was the bringing about of
the Leagne. Unlike the last war, the coming war will end war.

The problems brought about By the last war have been ¥mmX beneficlal
to humsnity 83 they are bringing nearer the disintegration of those
institutions contrary to the World Order of Beha'u'llah. Since
Bahuis cannot purify politics you must keep out of them for they are
based upon fraud, rivalry, and secrecy, which 1is against our princiles.
Their practices are foolish, childish, end mischievous. Bahals
cannot vote in political parties. They are against our principles.
Believers may hold administrative but not political posts.
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Lyle: What do we do when we are compelled to vote as honorable
citizena? It is demanded of every Americam citizen to vote and
serve the country in time of war. How can we obey the laws of the
United States and not vote or fight in case of wam?

S. Ee The Quakers had this same non-politieal policy. You must
=8k for exemption as conscientious objecters. If a penalty is
incurred such as prison or fine, then you must oveyy dut you must
offer to serve in any capacity than actually killing your fellow-
men. Apply to your govermment for exemption from service in case
of war.

LEAGUE AND LOYiLTY

S. E. Bahais must make every effort to have America enter the
League of Hations, but with the rightful purpose. America must
aphold the leugue $0 axercise sovereign power. e must conform to
the requirements of our government to thé extent that the assemblies
in Russeia, when they were told they mustyyim give secret information,
to close the schools, stop printing Bahai literature, cease foreign
correspohdence, 7This was not disloyalty to the Bahail Faith, it

was only a temporary dislocation snd interruption. But if the
believers are requested to recant or give up their Falith, this would
be absolute disloyalty to the Kaith, snd they would rather be
martyred.

AWMFRICA LEADING WORLD

Se Es Yoday the Americamns are leading the Behei world. Yhe Tast
has enthusiasm and devotion but no traininz. Unless the Fast takes
on courage, directness and straightforwardness, which is what ths
Eesz can teach the East, the center may shift from the Faist to the
vest.

Lorol: vust how is America leading the Bahai world?

5. E. America is the first country to formulate the declaration
of trust and obtain legal recognition, which is a model for 211 the
national spiritusl assemblies in the future to follow. Hven some

of your local assemblies, like lNew York and Chicago, haye been
incorporated. It was an exeellent thing for Horace Holley to have
suggested copywriting the #ame Bahai.

Keith: Under the declaration of trust t.e Bshais now Rhave lezal
gtatus; We can appeal to the government and receive their protection,
can we not?

Se i Certainly thls gives Bahais recognized legal status.
Zeith: Thiz legal status will 2lso protest us agsinst those who
wish to proceed against the Bahai raith. MLeaning that if auyone
tried to set up another Assembly in the same city the Bashals would
be protected by law sgainst opposing persons.
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PERSIA

Se Ee While in Persis endegsvour to impress upon the rersian
bellevers the non-politieal character of the Bahal Faith,

Prominent Persians wish to occupy high political positions. IThe
administratizge offices which we may occupy are secondaﬁg, while the
Persian oraves position, power, prestige, glory.y2hef ‘mustnotbe
afraid to speak clearly on this subject. Courage, directness, and
straight-forwardness is what the West must teach the East. While
very tactful present these subjects with oclearness, firmmess and
frankness. Vo not mention this directly but intimste fhat unless
the Orient can take on these characteristics the center may shift
from the East to the Weat.

Lorol; There ies a general belief thut you can propkesy, itast you
did definitely assure Mrs, Mathews or her immediate family by cuble
that she would recover. %his at & time when &ll hope had been
abondoned by the finest specimlists in America.

S. E. I have no knowledge of maxing any definite alatement for
lirs. Mathews recovery. 1 &ssured them of my prayers and faith., I
do not think I sent mach a cable, but if they can produce it then
I must have Been guided. But I do not believe such a positive
agsurance can be produced.

Lorol: For many reasons I have lost interest and enthursiasm in
teaching and do not feel qualified to attempt again to offer myself
48 a teacher. Will you kindly pray for me that I may be able to =
overcome the antagonism I feel fowards certain so-called Bahais.

1 feel that I cannot teach now.

Se Ea You mmst not sllow yoursadf to bs touched by this chatter
of idle minde. You must go ahead and teach. I am deelly grateful
for the unique manner in which you have served the Faith of
Baha'u'llah and will pray and supplicate that divine bounty will
recssure you and 1lift these burdens from your heart. I shall never
forget the services you have rendered the Faith and am deeply

appreciative.

Lyle: ' Have you eny suggestions to offer regarding the future
operation of Nine Gables? For instance would you advis:hSPeciallzing
in anything or experimenting with two or three lines such as
orcharding, vegetable growing or perhaps adding sheep or other cattle?

S. Ea I should a&vinﬁ”mnra:thagaona enterprise. Have you any
pictures of Nine Gables? I would like very much if you took soms
£ilms of N. G. and sent me some capies, alsc of Mount Salvat.
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we must turn to the words of Abdul Baha to deter-
mine this question of stations. In writing to
America about the qualifications for voting,

I quoted from the Will .and Testament and referred
to Abdul Baha as the true exemplar, What. did the
believers take that to mean?.. Of course,.l.used the
utmost delicacy for it might. do .great harm to have
this question too suddenly projected.

KEITH —— But Shoghi Effendi, we would be considered
unfirm and unfit to teacnm 3in awsiice 1if we did

not make the Covenaut of God co-squal with the
Manifestation Baha'u'llah. :

SHOGHI’ﬁFFENDI —— fhis is unwarranted. . In the
light of the liaster's continuous denials how can
the believers think this?- - ... ..

KELTH ;uf— Owing.tb the pﬁssage”in question in th
Scriptures, where it reads that Abdul Baha.is

- the Self of Baha'ufllah, and for.another.reason that

it is.a universal belief among the teachers. At a
New York .assembly meeting.Horace Holley said "In
the Will Abdul Baha was:presenting Bana'u'llah

.~ to the complete effacement of himself, - leaving

no testimony and giving no divine station to him-
self." - = R SR e : ;

'SHOGHT EFFENDI —— Horace and I are in full

accord.on this matter. Horace who.evidently
holds my view put that foot-note in the Scriptures
below the Tablet of the Branch, having taken it
bodily from Esselment's book. (The same evening
Shoghi Effendi sent Ruhi with a copy of the Branch
in Persian to-.show.that this passage did not
qceur in the original.) - ; SN,

=t

KiTTH INTEREUPTED ~——- We-are told in the Will and
Testament that your shade is the shade that shadow-
eth all menkiand, and that to dispute with you 1is

SHOGHI EF¥FENDI SAID

- Bahaare quite as reprehensible and have dme
. just as much harm as, those who underestimate.

i ;
leotes bys Xeith-Lercl S (G

HOTES AT HAIFA

The Baha'i Revelation has two lManifestations,
the Bab and Baha'u'llsh, Abdu'l Beha, the
perfect exemplar, the Centre of the Covenant
of mankind, the true interpreter of His Words,
a perfect human being. To give Abdu'l Baha

a station comparable to Bzha'u'llah is ab-
solutely heresy.

The misguided attitude of the friends in
attempting to maintain Abdul Bsha in this
station was the basis of the whole persecution
by the covenant-breakers. = Again and again
Abdul Baha wrote disclaiming any station be-
yond that of exemplar, interpreter and Centre
of the Covenant, but Mohummad Ali ssid "this
was only a blind, that while openly stating
tihis he was secretly encouraging his followers

‘to maintain and accept him as the Menifestation."

These who overstimate the station of Abdul

The. whole opposition'of Mohammed Ali was based :

- upon his insistance that Abdul Bsha claimed to

be the divine successor of, Baha'u'llah, :occupy-
ing a cognate station. Mohammad Ali declared
"Never so long as I -live will I cease to ‘agitate
against this imposter who claims that.before

the expiration of a full thousand years to
occupy the same station as Baha'u'llah,"

LOROL GASPED Do you mesn that those who

" have considered Abdul Baha a Memifestation are

equally as bad as those who have opposed and
denied him? :

SHOGHI EFFENDT REPLIED~——— Yes, that 1is what 1



nean, for they continucusly furnished the enemy
with proof for their false statements. Vhen
the Will and Tstament was produced, various be-
lievers said Mohemmad Ali could no longer deny
the full import of -Abdul Baha's-meaning, for
surely in- His last document (Will) left to
veice his directions- and-.desires in perpetuity
-he could not have ‘failed to claim-this ex-
~alted station if all his life this had been his
-aim and intent. When shown the Will, Mohammad
Ali said that this was negligible compared to
the insidious work which had left this impress-
ion of Him in the hearts of the bellevers.

-KEITH — Shoghl Effendi what do we do with the
Tablet of the Branch in whlch Baha'u'llah says

- of Abdul Bsha, "He is Myself, the Shlning place
»of ny Idantity?ﬂ'

SHOGHI hFFLNDI - lost certalnly Baha'u'llah
is not referring to.Abdul Baha but I must see the
original text.

We Opening the Scriptures we pointed out the
pacssage "He is Myself," with an esterick and
the words "Abdul Baha."

KEITH ——— It certalnly reads that Abdul Bzha is
the SEli Of GOd.

; SHOGHI EFFENDIL This does not refer to Abdul
. Baha. This means the Voice of God referring to
Baha'u'llszh, not Baha'u'llah referring to Abdul
Baha. Turning to the Will and Testament we find
the words of Abdul Baha avout the two Memifes-
tetions, Beb and Baha'u'llah and the servitude
of all else towerd them,

LOROL ASEED —-—~ But how does this statement come
to be in the Scriptures?

SHUGHI EFsEADI ——— This bool was printed without
my knowledge. I was not consulted about it.

Sometime after its publication I received a copy
which was the first I had seen it. It is full of

.errors, many questions from the writings of Bahal-

u'llah have been cut without putting the dotted
line to  show this had been done., Had I been con-
sulted I certainly would not have permltted these
errors to have occured. -

KEITH ——— Then how shall we present the Master?
What about the prophecy "The Son shall come in
the glory of-the Father, and that no man cometh
unto the Father save through the Son." How can
Baha'u'llah represent the second coming of the

Son?

SHOGHI EFFENDI ———- The Son, the Christ that was
in Jesus has returned in Baha'u'llsh in its
fullest station. God is the Father, -the essence
unmanifest. Man camnot know Him or comprehend
Him. He can be known only through His Menifes-
tation the Son, Baha'u'llah, that Manifestation
of the Son has come in the full glory of the
Father, This idea about Abdul Baha, that the Son
is the Father and the Father the Son, is & rever-
sion to catholicism. These ideas are pure super-
stition and could have no bagis in reason. You
ridicule the Roman Catholics for their irrationszl
ideas and would yourselves-fall into the same
error. Since Baha'u'llah has made Abdul Bzha the
infaellible interpreter of His words which then

would have the superior weight?

KEITH --—— Baha'u'llah, holding the idea that since

He was the Manifestation and Abdul Baha was not, the

former would then be superior to the latter.

SHOGII EFFENDI ——- Not at all, the interpreter is
the one whose word we must teake for He has the power
to tell us just what the spesker means. Therefoere,



i
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While we are on this subject, may we

Are you aware to what extent the American belisvers tesch
have another question made clear to us, that has to do' with vour st-t

these ideas and dogmas?

[LA:

L

St

we. must turn to the words of Abdul Beha to deter-
mine this question of. stations. In writing to
.America -about the qualifications for voting,

I quoted from-the Will .and Testament and referred
to Abdul Baha as the true exemplar. VWhat.did the
believers take that to mean?. Of course,.I.used the
utmost delicacy for it might.do.great harm to have
this question too suddenly projected.

‘'KEITH ——— But Shoghi Effendi, we would be considered
- unfirm and unfit to teacn in america 1if we did

not make “the :Covenany .of Ged: ca—equal with the
Manlfestation Baha'u'llah, e

SHOGHT EFFENDI —— This is unwarranted.ffiﬁ the
light of the Master'!s continuous denials how can

think s 5 s B
the believers thiat- RS e | “far does my. 1ndependence extena With the Hoqgg

‘of Justice, and what is my relation to it?

KLITH 0w1ng to the passage in quastlan in the
Scriptures, where it reads that Abdul .Baha.is =
the Self of Baha'u'llah, and for.another .reason that
it is_a universal belief among the teachers. At a

New York .assembly meeting Horace Holley said "In

the Will Abdul Baha was. presenting Banha'u'llah

to the complete effacement of himself, -leaving

no testimony and giving no divine station to him-
gelf W - . e o 5 Ly satu

_SHOGHI EFFENDI ——-- Horace and I are in full

gccord.on this matter. Horace who evidently

holds my view put that foot-note in the Scriptures
below the Tablet of the .Branch, having taken it

bodily from Esselment's book. (The saume evening a
Shoghi Effendi sent Ruhi with a copy of the Branch

in Persian.to-sinow.that this passage did not

gceur in the original,) . - _
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KEITH INTEREUPTED ———-—~ We-zre told In the Will and
Testament that your shade is the shade that shadow-
eth all mankiand, and that.to dispute with you is

osby P

to dispute with God, etc, Surely after readiug
these words .we Caﬂﬂot cousider you Jjust an ordlnary

“human beingl

SHOGHI EFFENDI ~—- But I aml I am a human being

" 1like you or anybodJ else, and I have no dlv;ne

station. I am under the protﬁctlon of Bahd'u‘l!an.
The Master prom+sed to protect me from error, like-~

'fw1se the House of Justlce.

_No one is Justlfled in look1u5 chn me as othcr than

human,

R £ e o

KEITH —=-= According to the Till and Testament your
decisiong are binding and your words are blndlna.

SHOGHI EFFENDI ———- Onl; to a certain extent. How

KEITH ——~~ You are its chairman and interpreter of
the Book of Laws, ihe ﬁdids.

SHOGHI EFFENDI ———- Yes, but as chairmen I have oniy
one voite as has any other member. If my vote
hapoens to be with the minority I must cheerfully

cllow the Will of the majority though it be con-
trary to my wish and conviction.

KEITH —---~ Your word is infallible when it comns to

1nterprct1ng the teyt.

HOGHI EFFENDI 'Yes, thé Guardisn can deteruine
wpetn»r any plece of legislature can be undertszen
or whether the condition is cover ed in thﬂ holy
tezt. It is promised thet the Cusrdisn iz oro+cct*
ed by God from making mistakes in these decisicas.
apert from that, I am like anyone else,
that 1t is wrong to
I have been tesach—~

lxg.[ TH ~——— J. 1":1,\1’6 been tEcn.Lf'lf‘
thini of yéu as a huwad being.



i & protectlon of Bahé'u*llah.
w- g station ‘differeht from: that of humanltyor, “to

- ing that you inow the end from the beginning
‘‘and - Have'a spiritual status that endows you wlth
super-human knowledge.

SiOuHI EFFENDI= This is entl ely wrong, I
-am 'z human belng éndowed wlth the uafalllng
To clatm for me-

consider me endowed with' superuhuman powers is
quite unjustified. For example, I have no idea whsat
“is going on"in America at present. - I mst depend
upon information for such knowledge. ’

KEITH S The Master tells us your utterances are in-
“T£alTible. “ Y

bﬁOGHT E?FENDID Under certa;n expllclt condltlons.
In many'lnstances I glVé‘human oplnions and suggest-

ionge ™ ¥

" XEITH =L=- Undoubtedly you speak with unchalleng-
able authority and we must consider your words
authoritative and infalliblef

SPOGHT" EFFENDT (smlllng} —— I leave that to
f__your‘own Judgement.

KEITH -=—=— If T mentioned this conversation to any
of the friends who like me have looked upon you

as divinely éndowed they would at once say "How
utterly lacking in spirituslity she is, that -
Shoghi Effendi completely conceals his station
‘from her.’ If she Was splrltaalLy awake,’ he would
without aouot reveal his true lelﬂlLy to her.
Abdul Beha used 'to say ‘the saine thing to the
believers., They had thems=lfes to know his
staticn bnfore he confided it to ‘them, so like-
wise the Guardisn is testing you with his denials."

SHOCHI EFFEADI (postively amazed) Do the believers

pelieve Abdul Bahs would deliberztely disavow
himself end mislead them? When I mike these
statements catagorically I ‘mean them.- You must
utterly disregard -such causitry on the part of be-
liverss {again and again through-out the long
interview -he -said how-dangerous it would be‘to
precipitate this discussion or release this kaow-
ledge of the stavions of the Covenant aud the

- Guardienamong the' believers consideriag their

present -conception. Several times Shoghi Effendi
sald we must-use the-utmost delicacy; we must make
this known very graduslly;’we must not publicly
énnounce“this. Similar-warnings:were -COntinuous-
1y repeated) 2 e

SdOth BFrENDI —_——If tne House of Justice Snould

‘decide that the shrine-of- Bahalu'liah-woula be re~

moved- to-the-top of Mount- Carmel~the~rema¢ns of
Abdul Baha must be removed from-the shrine: of the
Bab: “:Abdul-Baha Himself would- feel -that it was

-very-unfitting that he-should share’the-same shrine

with the Manifestation of-God. - Abdul Bzha's original
plan-was the building of nine rooms with the Bab in
the center. The three new rooms for the arcihives
complete Abdul-Bsha's wish for the shiine of the Bab.
Abdul Baha was placed-in the Bab's shrine by the
decision of the holy household before my return

from England. -Undoubtedly, Abdul Bsha will be re-
moved to another vebLluU-place.

" {Here Shoghi Effendi described the nine terrsces

thal would-lead from the foot of Mt.: Carmel to the
shrine of the Bab and the nine that would lead

to the top whether Baha'u'llqh was8 placed there or
AAU.E!.

KEITH === In' the light of what you have szid Abdul ERal
I presume ‘voulc be placed at the bobtom.
SHOGHL EFFLDI®~-—w Undoubtediy that would be his

W J_S.h .



LYLE ~=we= It has always been impossible for me to
‘believe that Abdul Baha's station wasequal to

. the station of Bsha'u'llsh, but now I understand

;clearly.. The Bab was a Manifestation, Baha'u'llsh
" the Supreme Manlfestatlon and Abdul Baha the

} _‘-‘bBaCher $. 2

.-SHOGHI LFFEHDI —— NOT you ure 501nﬂ to tne opposite
'extreme. Xesterday, there was over—statlng, now
you are under-stating. Abdul Baha is not a. .teacher,
- an; apostle or a chosen one, for there might be
..others. . Abdul Baha' is quite apari and different

" from enyone who has ever appeared on earth before.
A perfect human being! Can you conceive a perfect
-human belng? The phrase that_best expresses Abdu~
_fenant. It is. gust as . grave a. mista&e to over-
estlmate Abdul Baha: as. to under-estlmate _him,
~Abdul Baha never claimed to be a Manifestgtion,

all h15 llfe he suffered from this assumption.
.But_we must never go to the other extreme and con-

fuse anybody else with Him or His station,

KELTH ——— Is that why Baha'u'llah calls bim the
.greatest mystery of God?

iSHQQHI EFFENDI ~—— Just so, His station is a aystery.

LOEQOL ==—~ Then if he is just a numan being can we
eveolve to the same station in time?

SHOGHI EFFENDI —--- Ho, no one can attain to the
station of Abdul Bahs. ;

LOROL But surely humsnity will sometime resch

perfection.

SHOGHI EFFERDI «~—~— Wo, Abdul Baha says numanity

will evolve and debLDP infinitely. To reach
perfection means that advencement stops, there is
notuing further to be obtained, mankind will ever
continue his developmeﬁt towards pcrfectlon but no
cne-will attain to or occupy the station of Abdul
Bana. . If you are asked to explain this you must
say that this is = mystery. A mystery is not
irrational, it does not run- counter to reason,

it trancends rezson,

«EITH To you mean as science-sees = rystery in
£

nineiysiwercheninz¥s the great pr1ﬂe1 eierbw §§W5ﬁ{;?ﬁ

_n¢nety-.wo :¢hemiedl: e .larents?

- * ]\‘_I' § el

' .SHOGHI EFFENDI —w The uwstery b ‘nature may —

become manifest whilew spirltual mystery can never

. be grasped by the haman mind._ <

iuITH — Then I have been teach1n~ wron5 dll these
years. - . .

SHOGHI EFJUNDI —=- It astonishes me tnat these ideas
are so prevelent in amer40a.‘“

u1T;H ——— Wncn Ell?abeth GreenleaP and I were here
8iX years &ago, why was this uot explained to us?

SHOGHI EFFEHDI —--~= The subject was not broached and
1 did not realize that these were your conclusions.
You must not worry for having teught this way, it
will right itself, =As new believers come into the
Faith tnis-idea will be forgotten. Nothing can be
done about the past. The past is over. Devote
yourself to giving the right conception to those you
teach, from now on. It would do incelcuable harm

to try to rectify this impression now,

(L

LYLE —=— The old believers would .ut eny one out of
the Cause wiic dered to spresd this teachiag,
SHOGHI LF/edDI -~ Undoubtedly, but our eyes must be



(e tien brought up the question of prayiag to

turnea towards the throngs that will come into Abdul Baha)
the Fzith in future, not toward the present be- )
lievers, We must endeavor to.teach the new : L WE Many believers pray to the Master. -Is
generation of believers not the present one. . this proper? -
If the friends are not clear on this question :
" ~ask them to write me, I have so far approached ' GFOUHI ERFENDI Baha'u'llah ls the source we
“this question with :the utuwost delicacy, as in mist pray to naturaily.
the qualifications feor voters. No one has ever
_questloned me about this, . If they.had, I-should KEITH (1nslst1nﬂ) Pl 7 1t wrong- to prey to Abdul
‘have constrained to answer. fearlessly and-fully. . Bana?
If the friends write me I will give tnem the ; : :
_ same snswer.I am giving you. ) i e 5Houﬂj LFFENDI —=-— No, it is nct wrong to pray
- ' i to Abdul Faha in an intercessary capscity. -
KEITH Revertlng to yesterday's dlSChSSlon I want'b : - : 5 ’
get this matter clear., If you are a human being ' ﬁhITB - hl“e the Rowean Cathelics pray to the
- just as muddled, .veiled, confused and groping as I : Vlrgln Mary”
am,. why. is. it that,haacordlng to-the Will .and’ | 5w g s
" Testament we must ‘ohey :you?. -How is it “that when .i  gH OuhI HFFgﬁ I i - YEB
I receive z cable from you to come to Haifa N
would I rather throw myself into ‘the bay than re-: }  KEITH —— Then it is not actually wrong to pray
fuse? Why did I not explasin tnis and then: go " +o Abdul Bahsa?
down to Poona and conduct my class? . -

. - ¢ et Sl ‘LORQL == ﬂot if you nant tc be foolish enough
SHOGHI SFFENDI ———— In your human affairs, I mske . to do so. :
suggestions and recommendations. When I interpret . .
the Words I am guided by Bahza'ufllah. - KEITH ——~ Is that true, -Shoghi Effendi? -

XEITH --—— Why does fbdul Basha cail down the fierce | SHOGHI EFFENDI ———-That is much too strang. It would
indignation of God upon those who disobey. you? not be foolish to prey to the Master; but 'the nexv

; ‘ w7 generation will have forgotten to do it. It is
'SHOGHI EFYENDI =—— This is only winen I iasist cr . only those who knew and reverenced Abdul Baha who
comusnd, thea my interpretetion is infallible. will held to this practice, but it will later be

The bglievefs must distinguish between what I re- discarded.
‘commend or definitely state. oo
LOROL ~— There ave those whe prsy tc you Shoghi

KEITH ——— Can you imagine the friends rﬁfaslp& fo #ffendi.

fellow your recomrendalions?
SHOUHI BEFYEEDI = Thic is absolutely hersticsl,

SHOGEHI EFFEWDI —w—— They must ciscriminate.



. end to it. .

Such things are not permissable. :It i=s wrong to
address me as Lord, cr Master, or Thee or Thine.
L had to.send a-very abrupt cable to the-friends
in Bombsy to prevent ‘them from celebrating my
birthdsy. If this starts now there will be no
-The:first Guardian's birthday, the
first Guardian's death, ‘the tenth Guardian's
accession. They would have 400 Gusrdiesn's cele-
brations -in.365 days. .Nor must :they refer to
me es His Holiness. These things have no place
in our Fhlth, they savour of popl hness.
KEITH — There 1s a plcture of you.ln the
Baha'i hall at Karachi labelled “Hls Hollness

- Bhoghl BFfendisf .. . o eif e3il ——m FTIL

SHOGHI EFFENDI (amphatlcally) Then they mist
teke it down. BT QR bl M S

. KEITH ==—- Oh my} I should notahaﬂe.mentipned thi;

LOROL —-— Vhy not if it is wrong'? '

bTOG{I "FF HDI —_—— I hmve recuested, buggested
but now the time has come when I must insist in no
unmistekable terms that these things.must cease.
For instance, this is what we have been speaiting
about when you say I am infallible, that 15, when
I in31st. In this I em lnfalliole,

LO_:.OL_ " When did Baha'u'llsh declare Himself?
He declared Himself .three times. B

SHOGHL EFFENDI ——- First as the Bab prﬂcictea in
certain odes where the Bab ma«es veiled references
tc Baha'u'lizh's stetion as Supreme Mgaifestation.
You will remewber in "The Son of the Wolf" how
Baha'u'llah speais of His first intimation that he
is the Promised One. "It was as if fire ran through
His veins, and He was consumed with a power that
overmastered Him. The second decleraticn was to a

iewfmﬂmm‘mmlhvmsl%wmgBmﬁmm,amamqg

to the Bab's second date, in 1863. Then in gdrisnople

between 1864 and 1868 He proclaimed it to the

world in His epistles to the Kings. In some

"Answered Questlons" we learn that. the Manifestation

was chosen from birth but. was not. conscious of it
until the time His Mission approached.: Msay. fought

against it at first.: But-all Manifestations.went

through this.long struggle of preparetion, “sich

-~ as Moses in’the Burnlng-ﬁush, Jesus in the-wilder-
‘ness, Buddha under the Bq’ tree, and Baha'u'llah
"~ “in~the mountains of Suliy who spent &, longer time
- thag others Lecausa Hls preparatlon was grcatest.
S Bana'uILIah spent two years An- the. mountalns alone.
_He also went to leave Subi-azel free:-to try to es—
tablish his: cause.w_I assign’preparation-for His

mlnlstry as one of the reasons for His self-imposed
exile. The greatness.of Baha'u'llah!s Manifestation
is shown by His having a Menifestetion for the fore-

runner, but He is greater:than-thé Babfor He ceme
for the whole world.-
:1mpre531on that one Menifestation of God was “great-
er then another in power .or -wisdom.

‘We -must never give:out -the

They. are only
greater in whet they manifest.

(Wé'bdﬁstanily dbéd_fﬁé words Cause ﬁnd/ﬁbvemént and

“Shoghi Effendi asked us to- try ana eliminate. these

words as they did . not convey the-deep significance

of the Baha'i- Falth or World Order of Baha'u'llah.
“And adv1sea us to teach new: believers to. use these

two expr3591ons and _never to parmit anyone to use

“the nawe "Bahaism". ) s e g el ey

SHOGHI EFF JwDI ile can t«rage tne evolution . of

‘the Baha'i Faith by the tarms adopved, then chanpged.

First Orbdﬂlﬁﬁblon was adopted, then A&m_ulStTaL’OP,
now it %l1ll tsie on "The World Order oi Baha!u'-

~ 1lan.

Wi ——-.In many places the believers use hesling pray-



ers continuously in regular meetings. Many

object to this practice. -

SHOGHI - EFFPENDI ——— No one in-any assembly:

i should ingiét?upcn:sayinglhealing prayers,  but
‘we mustiaequise if: someone-should .want-ones
““When we .have :general-rules we.become doguatic
--and -inflexible. .But.friends who .do.mot care to
8it through. long prayers- regularly, maey go. or

- 8tay as they wish. .This does not determine anyone's

~spirituality, but. there must be no eriticism or

_~ controversy on‘thé matter. .Great patiénce is re-

| quired-to unite the differing elenénts in our Fuith,

““Time -is “the‘best healer. -These-differences of opinion

- will-disappear with ‘tihe. ' We might remember the

<= words: of.Saint: Augustine, in‘essentials mity; in non-
3@§§§Htialsidivgrs;tybiaIn all. things-charity.-

:'GOVERNMENT*~

- SHOGHI -EFFENDE -— The attack ‘that wis recently

;pgbkished;bytthe:Soviet~Governmentfhas'ddhe more to
- «8pread the teachings of the Beha'i Faith ‘than years
...0f “teaching todisseminate,” -~ - = 2.0 o o0 0
Reganding the League of Nations: The principle under-
1lying the League of- Nations will break but the in-

. Stitution:will develop.  Whether thiS'Léégue-ér'an—

- -other. . This-change will be brought sbout by the

. coming war which is inevitable.~ ‘Be greatest benefit
--of ‘the.last war-was the bringing about of the Lezgue.
Unlike the:last-war, the coming war-will end war. The
problems brought avout by the-last ‘war have been
beneficial to humenity as they are bringing nearer
the disintergration of those institutions contrary to
the World Order of Bsha'u'llah., Since Bsha'is cannot
purify politics you must keep-out of them for they ‘
are.based upon fraud, rivelry and secrecy, which is
ageinst our principles. Their practices are foolish,
childish znd mischevious. Beha'is cannot vote for
political parties. Hey are against our principles.
ﬁelievers may hold adainistrative but not political
postg. - : s S

-

LYLA #hat do we do when we are compelled to
vote as honourable citizens? It is demanded of

“every AMmericen- citizen to vote and serve the

country in time of war. How can we obey' the laws
of tie United States and not vote or fight in

G

o ocase offwar? U e B
#," ] g : L s [ o Tear S T SRR T TR

1. GHOGHIT ~

HI -EFFENDI ~~—=-The " Quakers hac this"seme non-
political-policy.- You must ask for exemption as

gqq?coﬂﬁbientiops“ob&@ﬁtofs%*91f 2 penalty“is incurred

--such“as ‘prison- of fine;" thenyou muét obey, but
~you must offer to Berve in any capacity-than--

actually killing your fellow men. - Apply to your
government for exemption from service in case of

“war, :The'NatibnalAssembly-should-apply to’

W ! £

emption- as- your féprﬁsént—
o mieng +leonnT wad dusn

ativerbodys «i-iiTiINEL TS
“evaz 9347 CRAGUE AND-LOYALTY *°* = -7

Baha'is must make every effort to have America enter
the Lezgue of Nations, but with the rightful pur-

' ﬁose;%jﬁ@@ricﬁﬁmﬁét“ﬂphold~the1Le€gué—f6*exercise

soverign ‘power & -We must cenform to-the require-
ments “of ‘our ‘government to -the extent that the
assenblies in Russia,-when they were told"they
must give secret information; to-c¢losé the-schools,
stop printing Behai literature, cease foreign
correspondence, This was-not disloyalty to the
Bana'i Faith, it was only a temporary dislocation
and- interruption, ~But if the believers are re-
guested to recant or give up their Faith, this
would bé absolutely disloyalty to the Faith and
they would rather be marytered.

AMERICA LEADING WORLD -

SHOGHI EFFfENDI -=~-— Todey the Americans are leacing
the Baha'i World. The Eacst has enthusiasm snd
devotion-butino traiming. -Unless the East tskes on
courage, directness and streightforwardness, which
is what the West can teach the East, the center



may shii't from the East to the West. ...._

LOROL —~— Just .ow is Americe leﬁﬁihg the Baha'i
Wordd?2. . . = - . '“ A L TR
SHOGHT EF#DT —emm _ ‘imerica is the first country to

formulate the declaration of trust and obtain legal
recognition, which is a model for-all the national

. .spiritual. assemblies in the future to follow..

-Even some.of your locai. hﬂhﬁmhllaﬂ, like: New. .¥ork and
Ghicaao, h&?@ been lncorporated. It was en excellent
thing for Horace: Holley to.have suggested coPy—
wrltlng the name. Baha'l.-;uf- ; £ H

' KEITH —_— Under the declaratien&pgufrust the Baha'is
_.now._have lggal .status? .We can appeal.to the. -govern-
ment and receive their protection, ¢an.we. not?

SHOGHI EFFEHDI (Certainly thls gives Baha'is
recognlzed 1egal status.

. KEITH. JML ;

Thls legal status w1ll also protect us agalnst tnose

. who | w18h 1o proceed agalnst the Baha'l Faith, Meaalng
that 1f_anyone tried to set up another assembly in
the same -city, the Baha'ls would be protected by law

against opposing persons .

PERuIﬁ

quGHI EFF&NDI (to Keith) ——- While in Per31a en—
deavour 5o impress upon the. Per51an bellevers the
non—politlcdl character of the Bana'l Faith.

Promlnent Perslans wlsn to occupy hlgh polltlcal
positions. The adwinistrative offices which we

may occupy are secondary, while the Persians

crave position, power, prestage, glory. They must
discipline themseclves and restrzin these ambitioas,
You must not be afraid to spesk ciésrly on this sub—
Jject.Courage, ulrectness and stralgnt—;orwaraness is

what the West must teach the East, While very
tactful present these subjects with clearness,
firmness and frankness. Do not mention this
directly but intimate that unless the Orient

can take on these characteristics the center may
shift from the East to the West. (of activity)

LOROL —--- There is a genersl belief that you can
prophecy, that you did definitely assure Mrs.
Mathews or her immediate family by cable that she
would recover, This &t a time when all hope had
been abandoned by the finest specislists in America.

SHOGHI EFFENDI I have no knowledge of malking
any definite statement for Mrs. Mathews's recovery.
I assured them of wy prayers and faith. I do not
think I sent such & cable, but if they can produce
it, then I must have been guided. But I do not
believe such a positive assurance can be produced.

LOROL What do you do when egvery idea 1s

voted down by the Lecal Assembly members? rs—
pecislly when the majority vote against every asw
idea that is brougnt forta for toelr conslicerstion?

SHOGHI BFFEHDI —-—— Have you net yourself to bLlame
if this condition exists in your community?
LOROL ———- (Astonished) How could I be respeonsible?

ENDIF————-If you wccept oualy tices wio

ol0GHL &FF
ol combing

naturalily swim into the community instezc
the country, especially your owun vicinity, for tioss
souls of capacity whe are in narmony with our Te:ich-
ings, this condition will sexist.



