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The Epistemological Foundations of Bahá’í Political Nonpartisanship 

Behrooz Sabet1 

Guidance on Nonpartisanship in Bahá'í Teachings 

The Bahá’í teachings offer a principled and spiritually grounded approach to nonpartisanship that 

transcends political alignment and ideological struggle. This guidance is not merely a call for 

detachment but reflects a deeper epistemological posture, one that privileges truth-seeking, unity, 

and spiritual transformation over power-driven discourse and factionalism. 

Abdu’l-Bahá directs believers to remain focused on matters of eternal significance rather than 

temporal power: 

“O handmaid of the Lord! Speak thou no word of politics; thy task concerneth the life of the 

soul, for this verily leadeth to man’s joy in the world of God. Except to speak well of them, make 

thou no mention of the earth’s kings, and the worldly governments thereof.” 

— Abdu’l-Bahá 

This passage shifts the center of gravity from external political commentary to inward moral and 

spiritual development. The emphasis on “the life of the soul” suggests that the transformation of 

society must begin with the transformation of individuals, and that engaging in partisan speech 

risks diverting attention from this foundational task. In epistemological terms, the quote affirms 

that true understanding and moral insight emerge from a spiritually illumined consciousness and 

not from alignment with political platforms or critique of world rulers. 

Shoghi Effendi, writing with the authority of the Guardian of the Faith, further reinforces the 

prohibition of political engagement: 

 
1 “I recognize my own susceptibility to partisanship; however, my intention is not to argue from a biased or 

presumptuous standpoint. Rather, I offer this essay in the spirit of reflection, grounded in the Bahá’í writings as I 

understand them, within the limitations of my own perspective.” 
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“According to the exhortations of the Supreme Pen and the confirmatory explanations of the 

Covenant of God, Bahá’ís are in no way allowed to enter into political affairs under any 

pretense or excuse. Such actions bring about disastrous results and harm the Cause of God and 

its followers.” 

— Shoghi Effendi 

Here, the guidance becomes more institutional and urgent. Shoghi Effendi identifies not only the 

spiritual danger but also the concrete consequences of partisan engagement. The phrase “under 

any pretense or excuse” warns against rationalizations that might appear noble but ultimately 

compromise the integrity of the Bahá’í community. The epistemic concern in Bahá’í guidance on 

political nonpartisanship, while not always stated explicitly, is deeply embedded in its underlying 

logic. When the teachings caution against partisan affiliation, they are not merely issuing a moral 

directive—they are also implying a profound concern about how such alignments shape our 

ways of knowing. Aligning with a political faction is not a neutral act; it subtly influences what 

we notice, how we interpret events, and how we relate to others with differing views. In this 

sense, ideology can begin to override spiritual insight, narrowing one’s moral and intellectual 

vision. The risk is epistemological: the distortion of perception, the clouding of judgment, and 

the erosion of truth-seeking. Though this concern is not always articulated in overt terms, it 

remains a powerful subtext—an implicit warning that the integrity of our understanding is at 

stake when spiritual discernment becomes subordinated to ideological loyalty. 

The Universal House of Justice articulates the final stage of this warning with stark clarity: 

“By becoming involved in political disputes, Bahá’ís, instead of changing the world or helping 

it, risk being lost and destroyed.” 

— Universal House of Justice 

This sobering statement underscores the existential consequences of partisanship—not just in 

terms of community reputation or effectiveness, but in the erosion of identity and purpose. From 

an epistemological perspective, it cautions that immersing oneself in adversarial politics not only 

clouds judgment but corrodes the inner clarity needed to discern truth from illusion. The result is 

not productive engagement but self-alienation and loss of spiritual direction. 
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Taken together, these statements articulate a coherent and multidimensional framework for 

understanding Baháʼí nonpartisanship. Theologically, this approach affirms that the central 

mission of the Baháʼí Faith is the spiritual upliftment of humanity, not the pursuit of political 

power or influence. Practically, it provides clear guidance for avoiding actions that could 

fragment society or undermine the community's moral credibility. Furthermore, nonpartisanship 

in the Baháʼí context is more than a simple moral restraint or a strategic position of neutrality; it 

is a fundamental epistemological orientation. This distinct way of perceiving reality and 

discerning truth prioritizes unity and truthfulness, which are essential for navigating the complex 

dynamics of power, political institutions, and societal transformation. By adopting this approach, 

individuals and communities can better safeguard their integrity, foster constructive dialogue, 

and transcend the divisive nature of modern public life. It is an invitation to view the world 

through a lens that seeks to build consensus and unity rather than getting caught in the endless 

cycles of partisan conflict. 

Beyond Principle: The Epistemological Basis of Bahá’í Nonpartisanship 

Bahá'í political nonpartisanship is often seen as a moral injunction or an act of self-restraint or 

conscious effort to resist partisan impulses for the sake of spiritual integrity and communal unity. 

While this understanding is valid, it remains incomplete unless grounded in a deeper 

epistemological framework. Nonpartisanship is not merely a teaching of the Faith; it reflects a 

broader way of understanding truth, an approach to thinking, questioning, and making sense of 

the world. The sustained and authentic practice of nonpartisanship cannot rely solely on 

individual willpower or outward conformity to communal norms; it must be rooted in a coherent 

way of knowing, a universal worldview that enables individuals to transcend the polarizing 

structures of adversarial politics while remaining actively engaged with social issues.  

As public discourse grows increasingly fractured and complex challenges are filtered through 

rigid ideological lenses, the difficulty of sustaining genuine nonpartisanship intensifies. Without 

a robust epistemological orientation, nonpartisanship risks becoming superficial or internally 

conflicted. In such cases, individuals may fall into a posture of “twoness,” privately aligning 

with partisan ideologies while outwardly maintaining neutrality to conform with Bahá'í norms. 
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Though understandable, this duality undermines both personal integrity and the moral clarity that 

authentic nonpartisanship is meant to foster.  

Nonpartisanship, therefore, must not be reduced to the blind avoidance of political affiliation. It 

is a principled orientation that arises from an integrated approach to knowledge, one that resists 

the reductive pull of ideological polarization while remaining deeply committed to justice and 

the common good. When rooted in such a framework, nonpartisanship becomes not only 

sustainable but transformative: a dynamic moral and intellectual stance that enables individuals 

and communities to rise above division, act with fairness, and contribute meaningfully to public 

discourse without becoming entangled in partisan conflict.  

This understanding finds deeper expression within the Bahá’í framework, where nonpartisanship 

is not only a matter of moral discipline or intellectual posture but also a reflection of a deeper 

mode of knowing, one that recognizes the essential spiritual purpose of the Faith: the 

transformation of both the individual and the collective life of humanity. It is grounded in the 

conviction that nothing short of a universal transformation — spiritual, moral, and social — can 

bring about lasting and sustainable change. While political and social processes may offer 

interim solutions or procedural reforms, they cannot, on their own, address the deeper roots of 

disunity, injustice, and alienation.  

When the integrity and universality of the Bahá’í message become entangled in partisan conflicts 

or ideological disputes, its unifying power is compromised. True change, according to this 

vision, cannot emerge from within the frameworks of division and rivalry, but from a spiritual 

orientation that transcends them, offering a holistic and enduring path toward justice and the 

common good.  

Bahá’ís are called to cultivate the deepest levels of empathy and compassion, responding with 

tender hearts to the suffering, injustices, and hardships faced by individuals and communities 

around the world. This emotional solidarity with humanity is not passive; it inspires acts of 

service, advocacy for justice, and a commitment to the upliftment of all. Yet such heartfelt 

concern must be guided by a clear epistemological stance, a way of understanding and engaging 

with the world that transcends partisan alignments. While sympathy may draw us toward 
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particular causes or affected groups, the Bahá’í principle of nonpartisanship reminds us to avoid 

adopting the ideological frameworks or combative postures that often accompany political 

affiliations.  

The challenge, then, is to maintain unwavering love and solidarity with a suffering humanity 

while preserving a mode of thinking that remains impartial, consultative, and truth-seeking. In 

this way, empathy becomes not a pathway into political entanglement but a force for principled 

action rooted in unity and guided by a higher moral vision. 

Nonpartisanship: A Practical Necessity in a Globalized World 

The challenges facing humanity today are not confined to any single nation, culture, or political 

system. They are global in scope and civilizational in nature, demanding solutions that transcend 

national boundaries, partisan ideologies, and short-term interests. In this context, nonpartisanship 

emerges not merely as a moral stance but as a practical necessity.  

Partisan politics, rooted in adversarial logic and narrow group interests, often obstructs the kind 

of collective vision and cooperative action required to address the pressing problems of our time. 

Nonpartisanship offers an alternative paradigm: a mode of engagement grounded in the search 

for truth, justice, and the common good, unbounded by political allegiance. It allows individuals 

and institutions to rise above ideological polarization and contribute to public discourse with 

clarity, fairness, and a commitment to inclusive participation.  

From a civilization standpoint, nonpartisanship calls for a fundamental reorientation of civic 

engagement—one grounded in unity, mutual responsibility, and long-term transformation rather 

than the pursuit of power. Such a vision requires a perspective that weaves together the 

continuity of the past with the dynamism of the future. True social transformation, in this light, 

honors historical experience and cultural traditions while welcoming innovation as their creative 

unfolding, not a rejection. This civilizational approach also affirms that social processes are 

inherently relational, demanding the integration of the individual agency and collective 

structures. Individuals flourish not in isolation but through responsible participation in society, 

while institutions such as government bear the obligation to uphold justice, dignity, and the 

common good. This reciprocal relationship thrives when individuals contribute through 
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purposeful work and ethical action, and society ensures the conditions for all to prosper. Rooted 

in this integrated vision, nonpartisanship becomes both a guiding principle and a practical 

necessity for building a just and coherent global civilization. 

Approaching global challenges from a civilizational perspective means viewing them not merely 

as contests between nations or ideologies, but as interactions between enduring cultural entities 

shaped by deep historical currents. This viewpoint suggests that many of today’s conflicts stem 

not from surface-level disagreements but from diverging civilizational values, identities, and 

worldviews. It introduces essential historical depth, revealing how current tensions and 

opportunities are the result of centuries-long processes. While acknowledging the potential for 

conflict—as famously posited in the “clash of civilizations” thesis—this perspective also 

illuminates the immense possibilities for dialogue, mutual enrichment, and cooperation among 

civilizations. By fostering cross-cultural understanding and spiritual insight, it offers a powerful 

alternative to the zero-sum logic of political rivalry. 

Beyond Ideological Divides: The Bahá'í Approach to Social Issues 

In public discourse, debates around social progress are often shaped by the ideological divide 

between the political left (liberal) and right (conservative). While liberals typically emphasize 

collective responsibility, social justice, and the role of government in promoting economic well-

being, conservatives tend to stress self-reliance, free markets, and individual moral 

accountability. These perspectives reflect deeper philosophical differences about the structure of 

society and the distribution of rights and responsibilities.  

The Bahá’í teachings, however, move beyond this ideological divide. On nearly every major 

social issue, the Bahá’í perspective draws insights from across the political spectrum, not as a 

compromise, but as a higher synthesis rooted in spiritual principles. For example, the Bahá’í 

writings affirm the vital role of government in addressing poverty and reducing extremes of 

wealth and deprivation, a view often associated with progressive thought. At the same time, they 

uphold the dignity of labor and the moral and spiritual obligation of work, values traditionally 

emphasized in more conservative worldviews. Work is considered a form of worship, and every 

individual is expected to engage in a trade, craft, or profession. Idleness is discouraged, and 
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mendicancy is to be eliminated—not out of condemnation, but because every person is seen as 

possessing both the capacity and responsibility to contribute meaningfully to society. The Bahá’í 

teachings clearly reject the notion of entitlement or the idea that individuals should passively 

wait to be provided for; instead, they call for active participation, self-effort, and a spirit of 

service as essential to human dignity and social well-being.  

This dual emphasis—on institutional responsibility for justice and on personal responsibility 

through purposeful work—reflects a holistic understanding of human development and social 

cohesion. Prosperity and justice cannot be secured by institutional reforms alone, nor can they be 

left solely to individual initiative. Both must work in harmony, guided by a shared moral vision 

that places human dignity, service, and cooperation at the heart of social life. Such an approach 

enables the Bahá’í community to remain deeply engaged in public affairs without becoming 

polarized by ideological partisanship. It affirms that lasting solutions to today’s complex 

challenges require the integration of diverse perspectives, guided by principles of unity and the 

interdependence of individual and society. In this way, the Bahá’í model offers a constructive 

and spiritually grounded framework for civic engagement, one that transcends ideological 

conflict and contributes meaningfully to the advancement of a just and unified civilization. 

Nonpartisanship as a Spiritual Mandate and a Historical Tradition 

A nonpartisan approach is inherently tied to the principle of obedience to government as outlined 

in the Bahá'í teachings. It signifies an active commitment to respecting and upholding the 

authority of lawful governance without becoming entangled in partisan conflicts or political 

rivalries. This approach emphasizes the importance of supporting the stability and order of 

society while refraining from divisive political disputes that can undermine collective harmony. 

By remaining nonpartisan, individuals focus on higher principles, such as unity, justice, and 

service, rather than aligning with transient political agendas or ideologies. This stance reflects a 

profound trust in the overarching purpose of governance as a means to maintain societal 

equilibrium, while also recognizing that true transformation lies in spiritual and moral upliftment 

rather than in partisan affiliations or power struggles.  
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A nonpartisan approach rooted in Bahá'u'lláh's teachings reflects the spiritual foundation of His 

mission and underscores the authenticity of His message. Unlike movements seeking social 

change through political means, Bahá'u'lláh's revelation focuses on the spiritual renewal of 

humanity as the foundation for genuine and lasting transformation. His call for unity transcends 

political divisions, emphasizing the cultivation of virtues, the development of moral character, 

and the establishment of justice.  

Had Bahá'u'lláh's intention been aligned with political aims, He would have encouraged His 

followers to actively engage in political issues, leveraging influence and power to enact change. 

Instead, His guidance directs Bahá'ís to avoid partisan politics and disputes, recognizing that 

such involvement often deepens divisions and perpetuates conflict. By emphasizing spiritual 

principles and fostering an ethos of unity and collaboration, Bahá'u'lláh's teachings inspire a 

profound and sustainable transformation, one that begins with the individual soul and radiates 

outward to positively influence the structures of society.  

This distinctive approach sets the Bahá'í Faith apart and testifies to the sincerity and universality 

of Bahá'u'lláh's vision for humanity's collective progress. Abdu’l-Bahá, the successor of 

Bahá'u'lláh, upheld these principles in guiding the nascent Bahá'í community. For example, 

during the Constitutional Revolution in Iran (1905–1911), ‘Abdu’l-Bahá exemplified a 

commitment to unity and justice amidst intense political turmoil. While various factions vied for 

competing interests, He emphasized spiritual principles and long-term moral goals over transient 

political gains. His actions embodied the Bahá'í principle of avoiding partisan politics, 

demonstrating that true progress stems from fostering harmony and addressing societal 

challenges through moral and spiritual solutions. By prioritizing spiritual objectives over 

immediate political alignments, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá reaffirmed the authenticity of Bahá'u'lláh's 

teachings, which transcend political divisions to guide humanity toward unity and collective 

advancement.  

The principle of nonpartisanship in the Bahá'í Faith continues a long-standing spiritual tradition, 

as reflected in Christ's guidance: “Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to 

God the things that are God’s.” This statement highlights a clear distinction between the spiritual 

and material realms, suggesting that ultimate loyalty belongs to God and the divine principles 
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that shape human character and purpose. By advising His followers to fulfill their civic duties 

without becoming entangled in the power struggles of temporal authority, Christ set an example 

of spiritual detachment that transcends political allegiances. Similarly, the Bahá'í approach to 

nonpartisanship emphasizes a focus on higher, unifying principles, avoiding the divisiveness of 

political partisanship. This continuity between Christ's teachings and Bahá'u'lláh's guidance 

underscores the timelessness of prioritizing spiritual renewal over the transient concerns of 

worldly power, reinforcing the idea that true transformation begins within the individual and 

radiates outward to influence society in lasting and meaningful ways. 

Nonpartisanship as a Path to Holistic Understanding 

Nonpartisanship is not simply about staying above the fray; it is about engaging in the 

complexities of our world in ways that transcend partisan divisions and foster holistic 

understanding. It demands a nuanced approach to the multifaceted nature of political, economic, 

and cultural issues, moving beyond the oversimplifications of partisan dualities.  

By striving for balance, nonpartisan discourse creates space to examine contrasting viewpoints, 

uncover deeper truths, and critically evaluate the excesses and limitations of prevailing 

ideologies. This dynamic process fosters more thoughtful and inclusive perspectives, opening 

pathways to solutions that reflect the diverse needs and values of society. Bahá'í discourse, 

situated at the intersection of spiritual insight and practical realities, seeks to apply universal 

principles—such as unity, justice, and freedom—to contemporary challenges. In doing so, it 

redefines these ideals through the renewing force of spiritual revelation, offering a transformative 

lens for social understanding and action. 

The Bahá'í vision identifies two powerful and interrelated forces actively shaping humanity's 

future: integration and disintegration. These forces, often likened to a double helix, reflect 

humanity’s evolutionary path. Disintegration dismantles obsolete systems, structures, and 

attitudes that hinder progress, while integration constructs new foundations rooted in unity, 

cooperation, and collective advancement. Like intertwined strands of DNA, these forces operate 

simultaneously—one breaking down what no longer serves, the other building up what is 
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essential for the future—signifying humanity’s capacity to evolve toward a unified and 

harmonious global civilization. 

Within this framework, nonpartisanship emerges as more than the avoidance of conflict; it 

becomes a means of consciously engaging with complexity to foster constructive dialogue. It 

empowers us to navigate social, political, and cultural realities with a balanced mindset—

welcoming diverse perspectives while remaining anchored in spiritual principles. Through this 

orientation, the Bahá'í approach integrates nonpartisan ideals into civic discourse, offering a 

coherent and principled path toward unity, justice, and a sustainable future. 

Application of Bahá'í Principles in Civic Participation: Voting as a Civic Duty 

While the teachings of Bahá'u'lláh provide a profound spiritual rationale for nonpartisanship, 

they also offer concrete practices for engaging with societal processes like elections, ensuring 

that civic participation remains aligned with higher values. The Bahá'í principles on voting, 

while foundational for the internal election of Bahá'í institutions, extend beyond the Faith’s 

administrative processes and offer a valuable framework for civic elections. These principles 

emphasize impartiality, the independent investigation of truth, and the avoidance of partisan 

influence, encouraging individuals to prioritize justice, unity, and service to humanity in their 

electoral decisions.  

The Bahá'í approach transforms voting into a personal and spiritual act, grounded in ethical 

values through prayer, reflection, and confidentiality. These principles: impartiality, moral 

integrity, independent investigation of truth, and reverence for the dignity of choice—can serve 

as valuable guidelines for civic voting as well, offering a nonpartisan framework that elevates 

democratic participation beyond partisan loyalty and toward ethical responsibility. 

Key Principles in Voting: 

• Independent Investigation of Truth: Bahá'ís are encouraged to evaluate candidates and 

issues impartially, guided by principles of justice and truth rather than partisan loyalties 

or external pressures. 
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• Private Process: Voting is regarded as a deeply personal act, performed in an 

atmosphere of prayer and reflection, ensuring thoughtful and responsible decisions. 

• Confidentiality and Freedom of Choice: Avoiding persuasion, propaganda, or public 

declarations of preferences reinforces respect for individual conscience and freedom of 

choice. 

Principles After the Election 

• Acceptance of Results: Bahá'ís are encouraged to accept electoral outcomes with grace, 

avoiding lingering attachment or disappointment. This principle fosters a spirit of unity 

and cooperation, regardless of the outcome. 

• Overcoming Ego: Detaching from personal preferences reflects humility and 

selflessness. It demonstrates a commitment to collective welfare over individual biases, 

ensuring that personal desires do not hinder the broader good. 

• Recognition of Ephemeral Power: By understanding the fleeting nature of worldly 

authority, Bahá'ís prioritize spiritual growth and service to humanity. This perspective 

shifts focus from temporary political outcomes to enduring values and meaningful 

contributions. 

• Trust in God: Embracing electoral outcomes and leaving the result in the hands of God 

and the divine plan nurtures faith and aligns civic participation with spiritual principles, 

affirming that collective progress ultimately unfolds according to divine wisdom and 

purpose. 

Fostering a New Pattern of Social Engagement 

In order to foster a deeper understanding of nonpartisanship, we must first establish spiritual and 

ethical principles. These principles provide a strong foundation for examining how individual 

actions, such as voting and civic participation, can be guided by a commitment to unity rather 

than partisan division. 

This approach opens the door to a broader conversation about how these principles can inspire 

constructive dialogue on modern sociopolitical challenges. By offering pathways to unity, we 

can begin to overcome the divisiveness that often characterizes contemporary politics. The 
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following points are an invitation for further reflection, aimed at developing nonpartisanship as a 

significant focus within social theory. 

We are currently grappling with the urgent and detrimental effects of political partisanship. If not 

promptly addressed, it could adversely affect us all. Bahá'í teachings rightly advocate social 

participation but shun partisanship. In light of this, a truly nonpartisan approach to politics 

involves several key principles and behaviors that can help mitigate these effects and foster a 

culture that could potentially grow to become a new pattern of social engagement. 

To begin with, individuals must be genuinely free from prejudice and bias. This means not only 

claiming nonpartisanship but consistently demonstrating it. In practice, this involves engaging 

with diverse views respectfully and thoughtfully rather than dismissing or attacking them. Being 

unbiased means treating diverse perspectives equally and fairly, recognizing that no single 

political ideology or viewpoint has a monopoly on truth or effectiveness. 

Moreover, nonpartisanship is not a selective stance; it must be consistently applied across all 

interactions and decisions. This consistency builds credibility and trust, as it demonstrates a 

steadfast commitment to fairness and objectivity. By fostering constructive conversations, 

nonpartisanship plays a pivotal role in bridging divides and building consensus, which is crucial 

for tackling the intricate challenges our society faces. 

This approach also necessitates a deeper understanding of the worldview, values, principles, and 

ethical dispositions of the Faith and using them as a transcendental context to elevate the 

discourse on social, cultural, and political trends of our time. 

Grounded in strong ethical standards and integrity, nonpartisanship requires individuals to act 

with honesty, transparency, and accountability, ensuring their actions align with their stated 

principles. This approach prevents intellectual hypocrisy—the tendency to be partisan when 

interacting with like-minded individuals and claim nonpartisanship when the surrounding 

environment is unfavorable. 

Yet, the struggle is more than intellectual. Partisan political beliefs tend to cling to the ego like 

weeds, growing steadily until they dominate one's character, making partisanship difficult to 
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overcome, much like an addiction. Consequently, practicing nonpartisanship is challenging and 

demands a prayerful state of mind, trusting in God as the Lord of history. It involves recognizing 

that, ultimately, we must place our trust in His hands, accepting His guidance and wisdom as we 

navigate complex political landscapes. 

Against this backdrop, our civic duties—such as participating in elections—must be carried out 

in a manner that reflects our spiritual convictions. While civic elections differ from the 

exigencies of Bahá'í elections, we can thoughtfully incorporate some of the spiritual principles of 

Bahá'í electoral processes into our broader civic responsibilities. One of the most important ways 

to apply Bahá'í principles to the election process is to keep voting as a personal matter and avoid 

advertising or persuading others to vote the same way. 

Thus, nonpartisanship requires maintaining a clear distinction between the personal and public 

spheres. In essence, embracing a truly nonpartisan approach to politics can help us overcome the 

divisive nature of partisanship and work toward a more just and unified society. This approach, 

grounded in ethical integrity and thoughtful engagement, can lead to a political environment that 

respects diverse viewpoints while fostering collaboration and consensus for the common good. 

Nonpartisanship and The Importance of Balance 

Nonpartisanship, as I see it, is much more than just an exercise in controlling our emotions to 

appear neutral or detached. While emotional regulation is important, true nonpartisanship 

requires deeper commitment and a more nuanced approach. For nonpartisanship to be a 

conscious, sustainable, and intentional process, it necessitates a thorough understanding of the 

complex sociopolitical realities we navigate. This means recognizing and acknowledging the 

multifaceted nature of political, economic, and cultural issues rather than oversimplifying them 

into partisan binaries.  

Nonpartisanship involves the conscious deconstruction of partisan issues, which allows us to see 

beyond the surface-level divides and explore the underlying factors that drive political 

contention. By doing so, we can strive for a more balanced perspective that takes into account 

the diverse and often conflicting interests at play.  
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Additionally, nonpartisanship demands an active effort to seek balance across the political, 

economic, and cultural domains. This balance is crucial for fostering a healthy, functioning 

democracy where different viewpoints can coexist and where policies are crafted with the well-

being of the entire society in mind rather than being skewed by partisan agendas. In essence, 

nonpartisanship is not about staying above the fray; it’s about engaging with the complexities of 

our world in a way that transcends partisan divisions. It is about striving for a more holistic 

understanding of the issues and working towards solutions that reflect the diverse needs and 

values of society as a whole.  

Abdu’l-Bahá is an exemplary case of masterfully guiding the Bahá'í community in a region 

marked by stagnation, fanaticism, and division. The Bahá'ís found themselves in a difficult 

situation, accused of taking sides while simultaneously being charged with opposing the 

government. For example, during the Constitutional Revolution in Iran, they were attacked by 

one group as supporters of the revolution and by another as supporters of the monarchy. And 

when ‘Abdu’l-Bahá advised the Bahá'ís to distance themselves from agitation and intrigue, they 

were then criticized as passive and indifferent. Despite these challenges, His leadership 

successfully navigated the community through this complex and volatile environment.  

Nonpartisanship is fundamentally a method of fostering a discourse rooted in balance; a 

perspective that prioritizes fairness and impartiality within our political and social worldviews. 

However, balance should not be misconstrued as a simplistic or mechanical effort to maintain a 

neutral middle ground. Instead, a discourse grounded in true balance allows us to engage fully 

with the spectrum of political debate, exploring ideas from both ends. Through this dynamic 

process of examining contrasting viewpoints and delving deeper into the underlying truths, we 

develop a more nuanced understanding.  

This ongoing engagement enables us to recognize and critically assess the excesses and 

shortcomings across differing perspectives, ultimately guiding us toward more thoughtful and 

informed viewpoints. Defining nonpartisanship as a conscious framework to avoid the excesses 

of extremes provides a powerful lens for understanding its broader implications. This perspective 

aligns nonpartisanship with the pursuit of truth, wisdom, and the cultivation of virtues in 

moderation, emphasizing balance as a central principle.  
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By consciously rejecting the polarizing tendencies of partisanship, whether driven by ideological 

rigidity or apathy, nonpartisanship fosters an approach rooted in fairness, reflection, and 

discernment. It encourages individuals and communities to seek solutions that transcend 

divisions, prioritizing the search for what is just, wise, and harmonious. Framed in this way, 

nonpartisanship becomes an active commitment to moral and intellectual integrity, grounded in 

the understanding that true progress and unity arise from moderation and the integration of 

diverse perspectives. 

Nonpartisanship and the Future of Democracy 

The health of democracy is intricately tied to a society’s ability to maintain balance across 

interdependent domains—political, economic, cultural, social, and even ecological. 

Nonpartisanship plays a vital role in fostering this balance by offering a principled alternative to 

ideological polarization and partisan entrenchment. When viewed through the lens of 

interconnectedness, nonpartisanship contributes to a broader framework of social equilibrium 

essential for the sustainability of democratic systems. 

Democracy thrives when no single domain dominates or distorts the collective life of society. In 

the political sphere, nonpartisan values encourage collaboration, inclusive governance, and the 

building of consensus—countering adversarial tactics and factionalism that erode public trust. 

Efforts such as coalition-building and consultative decision-making reflect the spirit of unity that 

nonpartisanship seeks to uphold. 

Economically, nonpartisan thinking supports policies aimed at reducing extreme disparities—not 

from a partisan standpoint, but from a moral imperative rooted in justice and the well-being of 

all. The expansion of the middle class and the creation of economic systems that enable broad 

participation help safeguard social stability and minimize polarization. 

Culturally, nonpartisan approaches advocate for a respectful balance between tradition and 

innovation. This requires a willingness to honor enduring values while remaining open to the 

transformations necessary in a changing world. Upholding principles such as human dignity, 

truthfulness, and ethical responsibility fosters social cohesion without succumbing to reactionary 

or radical extremes. 
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When equilibrium across these domains is disrupted—through ideological rigidity, economic 

injustice, or cultural dislocation, democracy becomes vulnerable to instability. Nonpartisanship, 

as a dynamic and morally grounded stance, can serve as a corrective force. It enables individuals 

and institutions to transcend reactive postures, engage in reflective dialogue, and renew their 

commitment to the common good. 

Importantly, claims that democracy is in danger must be accompanied by introspection. It is 

misleading for any group to highlight democratic decline while ignoring its own contributions to 

imbalance or extremism. Sustaining democracy requires more than defending it rhetorically—it 

demands humility, adaptability, and the courage to reexamine our assumptions and attachments. 

Nonpartisanship fosters this discipline. It invites us to detach from ego and ideology, to seek 

truth over victory, and to view democratic participation not as a battle for dominance, but as a 

shared endeavor in building a just and inclusive society. In this light, the future of democracy 

may well depend on our collective ability to rise above partisanship and embrace the unifying 

principles that allow civilization to advance. 

 


