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very reader of Igbal’s magnum opus, the Jdvidndma (published in Lahore
1932), has been delighted to read i in one of the most promment places this

epic, Tahirih’s song:
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But one also wonders why the poet introduced 'ah1r1h among the three immor-
tal spirits whom he meets in the Sphere of Jupiter, that is Halldj, Ghalib, and
Tahirih Qurratu’l-‘Ayn. During his flight through the heavens, which is admin-
istered by Mauldand Rumi, the poet reaches the various spheres in which heaven-
ly beings abide and discusses with them problems of life and death, of religion
and politics. It is in the Falak-i mushtari that the poet sees three spirits, called
by him pdkbdz, “those who have given away everything” for their ideals, three
people in whose breasts a fire is raging that can burn the whole world.
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This description certamly applies to Hallaj, the martyr-mystic of Baghdad,
and to Tahirih, but it is difficult to find the reason for also introducing Ghalib,
the poet of Delhi whose Urdu Divdn had become such a treasure for every lover
of the Urdu language. However, Ghdlib appears in this context in connection

not with his superb poetry but rather with another important theological prob-
lem, a problem concerning the possible continuation of prophetship after

*  Muhammad Igbal (d. 1938) was one of the more influential Muslim thinkers of the first half
of the twentieth century. He was a scholar taking a degree at Cambridge in 1923, a poet, and a
philosopher. He wrote in English, Persian, and Urdu.
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