
Extract from the Guardian's l e t t e r  o f  19th December 1923 addressed to the Baha'is o f  the East

0 heralds and chosen ones o f  the Beauty o f  the Al l -Glor ious ! 0 f a i th f u l  f o l l ower s  of  Abdu'l-Baha! 0 my 
true brothers  and s p i r i t u a l  s i s t e r s !

More than two years have e lapsed s ince  the Orb o f  the Covenant, that br i g ht  , that radiant and heavenly 
r, our a f f e c t i o na t e  Father, ouc compassionate Master, Abdu'l-Baha took Ills f l i g h t  to the c e l e s t i a l  concourse, 
h l i g h tn in g  speed lie stepped behind the v e i l  o f  concealment and vanished from the gaze o f  men. lie plunged thi 

people o f  Baha, Ills forsaken chi ldren,  into abysmal depths o f  g r i e f  and abandoned them, amidst the darkness of 
thi s mortal world o f  dust, orphaned and d i s c ons o la t e .  The pass i onate admirers o f  Ills s ou l -r e f re s hi ng beauty He 
for sook In thi s  pa infu l  and o ppr es s i ve  world s or e l y a f f l i c t e d  by the f i r e  o f  s eparat i on and bereavement. He l e f i  
behind a scene o f  Intense mourning and lamentat ion, and deprived f orever our phys i ca l  eyes from beholding Ills 
f a i r  countenance. Such Is the exigency o f  God's consummate Wisdom. Such Is what His I nv i nc ib l e w i l l  has 
o r da in ed .

His holy s p i r i t  which f or  no l e s s  than e ighty years was s o r e l y  oppressed and was burdened with 
I n ca l c u l ab l e  hardships and manifold t r i bu l a t i o ns ,  Is now j u b i l ant  and f ree,  abid ing In the l o f t i e s t  mansions o f
paradi se  and Is seated on the r i g ht  hand o f  the Lord o f  the kingdom. He has turned His face toward these g r l e f -
s t r l cken s ou l s  and has f ixed His gaze upon us. From His most exa l ted r et rea t  In the Realm above He i s c a l l i n g
aloud, exhor t i ng the people o f  Baha In the world below, saying:

0 My beloved ones! Be not gr i eved nor 
de j e c t e d.  Be not s i l e n t .  Let not anything 
dismay or f r u s t r a t e  you. I am with you. I am 
sh i e ld i n g you within the stronghold o f  My 
p r o t e c t i o n,  and sh e l t e r i n g  you In the sanctuary 
o f  My care. 1 w i l l ,  at a l l  times, grant you 
f r e sh  conf i rmat ion and a s s i s t an c e .  Show ye 
f i d e l i t y  to the cause o f  Baha'u'l lah and, l i k e  
unto th i s  servant, s t r i v e  ass i duous l y,  un t i l  
the l a s t  breath o f  your l i v e s ,  to serve the 
cause o f  God and to evince complete s erv i tude 
to His holy Threshold., Be truly s e l f -  
s a c r i f i c i n g  and e x c e l  one another In thi s  goal .

Be not remorseful  on account o f  My 
departure and l e t  not the things o f  thi s l i f e ,
nor the changes and chances o f  these days 
d i s t ur b or alarm you. Take heed l e s t  the t r i a l s  
and a f f l i c t i o n s  o f  thi s cont ingent world cause 
you to waver In the cause o f  God, inasmuch as 
ye are the host s o f  the Almighty; ye are the 
concourse o f  the people o f  Baha, who w i l l  be 
ra i s ed up from amidst thi s  f i e r c e  tempest of  
t r i b u l a t i on ,  and w i l l  become d i s t ingui s he d 
among the peopl e  o f  the world for  your v i r tue s  
o f  enduring meekness and o f  I n f l e x i b l e  
constancy, and w i l l  be adorned with the 
ornaments o f  noble character, o f  detachment ant 
o f  upr i ght  conduct. Aid ye the cause o f  God, sc 
that ye may gradual ly lead thi s gloomy, thi s 
harassed and ag i ta t e d world to the summit of  
e te rna l  g l o r y ,  and may bring I t  under the 
shadow of  the cause of  God neath the s he l te r ln f  
shade o f  th i s  Tabernacle o f  d iv ine s alvat i on.

0 My beloved friend! 0 ye who have ar i sen 
to aid Me! Beware l e s t  a f t e r  My ascens i on ye 
f a l l  o f  f a l l  short In the path o f  your duty. 
Let not thi s  p r i c e l e s s  opportuni ty s l i p  from 
your grasp. Otherwise I t  w i l l  be but 
y ourse lve s  who would s u f f e r  gr i evous l o s s ,  
would be f i l l e d  with remorse, and would 
depr ive  yourse lves  o f  Inest imable bounty, and i 
crown o f  e terna l  g l ory.  Do ye imagine that thi 
s i l e n c e  or I n a c t i v i t y  o f  any of  the f r i ends 
would weaken the cause o f  God? Nay, by the 
r ight eousnes s  o f  the Lord! Ver i ly,  such heroes 
as w i l l  carry o f f  the pr i z e  In the arena o f  
s e r v i c e  w i l l  be raided up. Wherefore, b e s t i r  
yourse lve s  and redouble your high endeavors, 
am with you and t w i l l ,  from the court  o f  the 
Al l -Glor i ous ,  In the presence o f  His Hol iness 
the Exalted one (the Bab) and o f  the Abha 
Beauty, most powerful ly a s s i s t  you and guide 
you a r i gh t .  I t  behooveth you, one and a l l ,  to 
a r i s e  uni t ed ly and harmoniously, so that ye ma 
atLaln thi s  exa l ted and g l o r i o u s  s ta t i on.  
Otherwise ye s ha l l  see Me no more, nor s ha l l  y 
a t t a i n  the Divine presence In the Realm Beyond

0 ye loved ones o f  Abdu'l-Baha! Such are 
Indeed the ti l ings that w i l l  br ing joy and 
g ladness  to My soul  in the Abha Kingdom.

These c e l e s t i a l  songs o f  the Night ingale o f  the rose-garden o f  serv i tude  cont i nua l ly  reach the ears of  
that yearn to behold Ills countenance. The o c ca s i on  demands that we who are enraptured by Ills beauty which 

.nes r espl endent even as the moon, should wholeheartedly and with fresh endeavour, abounding energy, renewed 
ded i ca t i on,  astounding enthusiasm, I nv i nc ib l e vigour, pure Intent ion and with hearts freed from a l l  attachments, 
truly respond to the c a l l  o f  th i s  Herald o f  the Unseen, and proc laim the cause o f  Baha'u'l lah among mankind with 
so mighty a cry o f  Ya Baha'ul-abha that the dwe l l e r s  o f  the earth would be l o s t  In bewilderment; so that when the 
remaining days of our l i v e s  come to an end, we, may, even as He has a f f  Irmed,cheer pur ^yes by gaz ing upon Ills 
e te rna l  beauty, at ta in the Court o f  reunion with Him and gather round Him for evermore.


