
Biographical Data

PHYLLIS GHIM LI AN CHEW is immediate past President of both the 
Association of Women for Action and Research (AWARE) and the 
University Women’s Association of Singapore (UWAS). She is co­
researcher of the award-winning book “Voices and Choices: The 
Women’s Movement in Singapore,” and was the co-ordinating secretary 
for the Singapore NGO Committee for the Fourth World Conference of 
Women in Beijing in 1995. For many years, she was on the editorial 
committee of One Voice, the organ of the Singapore Council of Women’s 
organisation. By profession, she is a socio-linguist at the National Institute 
of Education, which is part of Nanyang Technological University; and by 
religious affiliation, a Bahá’í.

THEO A. COPE graduated in gerontology from the University of Oregon, 
USA. He is also the recipient of a Masters Fellowship Certificate in 
Psychology from the Landegg Academy, Switzerland. He has written a 
book on religion, philosophy and psychology, to be published in the year 
2001. He has also written several articles on similar themes that are 
awaiting publication. He joined the Bahá'í Faith in 1977 and is currently 
living in China. Theo A. Cope is married and has three children.

K.P. MOHANAN received his Ph.D. in linguistics in 1982 from 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, USA, and is currently a professor 
in the Department of English Language and Literature at the National 
University of Singapore. His primary area of expertise is theoretical 
syntax and phonology, his main contribution to the field being the theory 
of Lexical Phonology. His current preoccupations include pedagogical 
theory, critical thinking and argumentation, modes of reasoning, modes of 
inquiry, and the relation between these themes and postmodernist (social) 
constructist ideas. He is also interested in the problems of mind, brain, 
learning and knowledge.
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PIYA TAN was bom in 1949, Melaka, Malaysia. He was ordained as 
"Piyasilo" into the Thai Buddhist Order by His Holiness the 17th Supreme 
Patriarch. He has been involved in Buddhist studies at Wat Srakes Royal 
Monastery and Maha Chulalongkom Buddhist Monks' University, 
Bangkok. His Buddhist work involves giving regular lectures, seminars, 
retreats and counselling services on institutional and national levels for 
school, college and university students, and the public. He has published 
numerous educational books on Buddhist doctrine and practice, and social 
critiques on Buddhism.

SURESH SAHADEVANis a physician in Geriatric Medicine and his
interests include the study of the interface between the secular and 
spiritual dimensions of moral philosophy.

AN JAM KHURSHEED was bom in Pakistan and grew up in Scotland 
where he received all his schooling and university education. By training 
he is an applied physicist, and is at present an Associate Professor at the 
National University of Singapore. In 1976 he became a member of the 
Bahá’í Faith. Apart from his international publications and patent 
applications as a professional scientist, Professor Khursheed is the author 
of three books that reflect his interest in the philosophy of science, 
religion and mind.




