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S diary of Mivie Aluma Saneal
Nupber 1

) Pors Swiv, Bgypt.
Teginning July lst, 1913

Traes Priends:s

It woeuld not he bad if on the first day of every menth e N
Furvey the collective activities of thre montk Juqt wasgedh Lo mes
w einey we have accomplished anything beneficidal or harmful tc QLY
sorlownrien. I the former we will let it become the ateppirge-sione fow
greeser things; if the latter, we will try to walk in ths Right path~
“ny . Por those who have just accepted tre Ralai Revelation, there i
oty log were useful than retroapecti@n‘ thus they will prgctlcf Lt
«rich i good s&od shup that which is evil. In this day the Rionmwsy
¢t ke Taord of mavkird is very plain. All the cbstacles are rewuvad,
the rollow places and the mershy grounds are filled. If we stari
walkiog in His Tailh we ehall eurely reackh cur destination end vekrold
the Countenauce of the Beloved, receive Eis Vbenediction and ever sfrev
waod commune with the Holy Ones. Tre almi Path is the Path tiat
lexds us to the Kingdom of Eternity, for GOD hath illumined it thveush
cLt with tre Light of ¥is Fece. FHundreds and thousand2ave joining
Ltore whe have started their pilgrimage in the Highway of ABHA. Aw thoy
g along tley raise their clarion voices in thankfulness and priise.
They are singing the songs of peace and spiritual brotherhocd. They
kiww that theirs is the victory of attaimment . What & happy bend cf
vilgrime they avre! Their faith is superruman, their energy Is extra-
ordivdry, their faces are 31llumined, their feet are untiving, their
~nn‘idt10n is courageous, their IOVe unselfish, their hope is trans-
cendent; theiy sincerity is unquesticned, their integrity is unimpeach
sble &nd their devotion to the Cause is attestedt My friendst! Let us
Jein this holy band of pilgrinst
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Lest night the Master told me to come t¢ him 2arly in the morning
witl a number of petitions jJust received; so I was there quite emvly.
Yhile Fe wae. dictating Tablets, He was meanwhil e carrying along defe
ferentlines of conversaticn with a stream of callew and pilgrime. Tabiy
l¢is were revesled for Mr. Albert Windus of Chicago; Frau Schweviz cof
Stuttgart; N¥rs. Roger Boyle of Washington, D, C. ¥iss Tonika Fre=ze,

‘v . Edith Inglee of New York, Miss Juanita Sterch of Ozkland, Cal;
rs. Annie Lincoln of Brooklyn N. ¥. an’' a wonderful erticle focr the
zophy of Scotlend -in Edinburgh; the editor of which is M¥r. Grahan
An article published in the Egyrtien Cazette dated Friday, June
“n page three entitled "Avdul Bara in Fgypt. Wondevful scenes in
L ?Riu~ Fasterr Bahails assembled in force, - was roid to the Megpis,
T **ﬂﬂr cticn of the Pereian believera *wie sTe curicugly dreased,
20 et lambekin hets and long divided akirtw ~witl enoy mkx_ Dletee®
"’3‘3'3( iﬂt.‘}‘ graphic. « Here is anstdey guatanion sivin :
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Mirza lourollah Vakil! is an cld believer from Bagdad . He 02
eia walting Len montns in Haifsa and Alexandretta for the arvival o7
tile Beloved . He is a patient true Bahai, ever ready o fulfill the
desire of the Lord. He has been the kceeper of the House in which Bara!
¢llah and his family lived elwven years. This house, owing to the lack
of attention, has fallen into ruin, and for the present there are no
zieans at hand to rebuild or repair ft. In speaking witn him over this
MmaL v, he said 1f there was a sum of Five Hundred Pournds sterling, the
house ouli be very suitably repaired . The above answer was given
through my own solicitation, but 1 Believe there must needs de at least
ane thousand pounds sterling U0 reconstruct the house upon its old plan
without any architectual innovation, thus keeping the original Iorm of
the time of Baha'o'llah. %o my wmind this is a most wonderful service
for any Bahal who is able to 40 it., The lastler, speaking to Mirza
Tourollal and a number of Bahaig from Bagdad s2id: "I have great laove
“5r the believers of Bagdad. They are ever in my heart. Be not sad
owing to the present ruin of the house. Tie time of its rebuilling
ahall come very scon. We must destroy and huild it again, but its
firet form shall not undergo any change. Rest ye assured that it »ill
be conatricted most solidly, This ia the Blessed House; do you realicze
smat $¢ 18 the Blessed House of Baha'o'llan? All vhat quarter in wlich
vne House is situated will he destroyed and will be transformed into
wonderful parks and gardens. It will become moot reavenly. Thre Hogy
Sepulchre of Christ was a place of durping all kinds af rubbish for
three hundred years i1l 3t. Helena came, cleared the ground anu ouili
oy v & most wonderful church. Hewever, the Cause of Baha'o'lleh is
oxzragrginpry, and the Pluces wherein He has lived will be fully pre-
Jel Vel .

Today twe pilgrins arrived from Persis, Mirza Fazuvllah the son of
the cldest brother of Beha'e'llah, amd a young Bahai from Darascus .
Upon lLearing of tre arrvrival of tlhe son of His uncle, he wae celled ir-
tc Eis Presence, and of courese much love showered upon him. I wus not
theve to witness the loving scene and hear His Words, but Lirze Ali
Akvar tald me the Kaster spoke about His clildhood days, the ithing Ltst
7 should like to have heard.

In the afternoon.we were all invited again to Fis Home 1¢ take
tea . We waited a few minutes down stairs, buit &8s scon me we reard lia
Fogtuteps everybody arosc. He sat fn a crair in front ¢ the windo.
snd enoke feelingly, part of which is s folliowe: "The irhabitsnte of
Persia sre yet asleep, although GOD has demonstrated to them His Ceuse
in so many weys. If this Ceuse had appeared in Amevrica and Europe -
ty 1his time all those regions woula have become illumined and tre
euuls would have become awakened. So many souls were martyred; so
rmaei, vioed has heen spilt! If one of these events had trauspired i
nnother couatry, the effect would rave been marvellous.

liver £0 nany people beceme divire, illumined and celeatisl, zud
in treir midet they cried out to awaken trem.™ *Truly 1 say gacy on=
of the velievers ¢f GOD has been the embodiment cf =zeverance, the
ipavnation of devotion, &a ignited candle, he visualized in tre world



" B

of kuﬁlnity the Teachings of GOD, and he wes an example. and a lesson
10 nankind of how to be pure, sanciifled, attraecied, enkindled and
ronest . The evidences 006 wthey wrote with 1diei¥ own blood upon
the qarth.* o S

Then He told us to take R walk with Him and He strode out fele
lowed by His servants, As the *Croatest Holy Leal® will avrive from
¥aifa to be with the Yaeter, and as tha present houss iy rather exall
and upTurnished, anothe? spartment of four rooms and kitohen is vent-
ed Tor us. "Us”® neans Nivaa Mahmoud, Seyed Aaead Ullah, Mires Morser
ard Ahmad Sohvab. The ¥aster, therefore, walked toward the spariment
to s34 Yow 1t is. One the way He told us two stovies of Hin child.
Lood; one about the Mohammedan ¢lergy and the *"big paradise ;" wrnother
avout A vareheaded Mullah before a large crowd of people and the sud-
den srower of hail upon his head and his precipitated flight,

Corning out of the uptitment, He ordercd a carriage and wiLkh
lrzn Fazalloh they were driven away from us.

We returned to the hotel, end had an interesting tonversuijos
with the young man from Damascus. Having been in Teleran during the
Parliamentary period, he gave us a thrilling nccount of thy vic,ary/
oot ot Nationalist Cause, his journey from Teheran toward Jhiray nud
how a large caravan which Included himself was attacked and robbed.
He and his friend had to walk six days through the mountaing sad un-

intinbited places before they reached their destination, bedrsjpgled
and with large blisters on the soles of their feet. Although he had
suffered much, he was very cheerful and very happy because jodey he

gas pyivilezed to look into the Face of the Incarnation vf Divine
QTeE L. . '



Port Said, Bgypt July 2, 1813

Near Friends:

*It is not my duty to command particular persons to arise and
teach the Cause. Whosoever arises to spread the Word and perform
this service, he will behold the Doors of Confirmation are ogen wide
vefore his face. This is the season of teaching, and ther=fore it
will yfeld resultis. In every season, something will be productive.
If during the seed-gowing itime we want to gather the harvest, we shall
fails If at the time of irrigation, we desire {0 do something ¢lss,
failure will be the result., Now this is the divine season of seed-
sowing . Every Bahai must become a heavenly Cultivator. If at this
season he performs the prayers of all the past aand future ages, it
will yield no fruit. My primal object of this long trip was to show
by deed to the friends of GOD that this is the mason of teaching the
Cause. : Although Acca and Haifa are the headquarters of this Cause,
and I nust stay there and from those centers administer the affairs of
the Cause,= yet 1 left everything and travelled through the earth to
herald the coming of the Kingdom of ABHA, Apny. person desiring to be
surrounded by the Confirmation of the Blessod Perfection, must arise
and teach the Cause. This is the path®. _

These were the Words of the Lord of Might toward the end of a
wonderful talk given to the pilgrims this afternoon immedistely bve~
fore we were given permission to retire from His Presence.

At 4 P, M, seven more pilgrims left for Haifa and Alexandretta.
Except one Zoroastrian who will leave for Bombay on the 5th, no one
is left of the large number of pilgrims coming from Haifa. Today two
fine young Bahai students arrived from Beyrouth. They are the advanced
guard of the rest of the students who will be here soon. These two
are very poilite and spesk Bnglish fluently. One of them is the son of
Mahamma Taki Bsphahani in Caivo- his name is Abdul Hossein. He has
2 fine voice and chants the Bahai Communes most effectively. He chant-
ed tonight for the Beloved, and He was very plesed with him. “The
believers must cultivate a besutiful voice so that they may sing the
Bahai songs or chant the Blessed Peyfectiony Gommunes.with effect.
The Communes are the Foods of: tha Suirit.l He aaid afterward.

Another pilgrim from Cairo was .Iskandar Khan or as we know him
in Anmericg, 3idney Sprague. He looks well and is quite happy with
his present situation. His 1jttle son is growing. Of course he was
eager 10 heay the news from America, and the progress of the Cause
in that oountry. When we are 1nAthe Bast, America seems to one's
mind so remote, so far, yet to s Bahai it is a constant reminder of
the union of the East and the West . Mr. Sprague is at pregeni tesaching
in an Bgyptian school ‘which has about five.hundred pupila. Beside this
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he ;ives private lksaona. He looks & Iittle stouter than the last tirme
I mst him {n Chicago. ‘

In the evening at theend of a long walk, the Mastsr came to our
hotel, and while I wae sitting alone on the Veranda He opened the door
and came in. Little by little the friends gathered around Him. Dovm
in the street & motley crowd of Arabs were passing by, above our heads
the stars shone with the utmost of brilliancy, and on our left side the
Mediterranean was laughing merrily. Ve were all very happy in the
Pregence of the Master of Illumination. In the darkness His face ire
radiated like an Orb of Light, and Hie Tongue uttered such Words of
Guidance and Truth as the * of Sorrows® spoke 1900 years ago on
¥ount Olivet. -

Toward the end He told us of a dresmm Ye had when He was a 1ittle
child; How He related it in the morning to His mothey and how it happendd
to be fulfilled that very afternoon without any exaggeration. Then Fe
came down to our humble dining room and ate ~ith the rest of the pilgrims
In ever 50 many ways Ee shows His solicitude, His thoughtfulness and His
care of the comfort and the happiness of others. '

In the movning, we drank tea in Kis Presence. He esent for us very
early. It seems that He had elept last night in Ahmad Yazdi's apart-
meat 80 we all went there. After our arrival He opoke about the progres
of the Cause in Germany. He had some lettere from Mirza Ali Akbar and
Mirza Lotfollah Nakim, giving the desoriptions of the meetings in Stuti-
gart during their one weok's stay there. He read the former aloud and
gave me the letter to read it aloud to the friende...

Tetters written by the German friends were alsc read, and these
He gave to me to he translated and sent. to the S8tar of the West for
publication, which was done on the same day. Then He spoke very enthue
alastically about the Gevman believers, their firmness and their devoe
tion. JFor more than an hour e talked about Baha'o'llah and the ene-
mies of:the Cause who at every turn tried to stop Its influence, bdut
they all fajled. He related several historical incidents of the early
days of Bagdad. ‘ - ' '

*With the appearance of the Truth the point of opposition vaises
its head. The Tormer gaine signal victory; the other goes into crushing
defeat ., The first upraises the standard of guidance; the other unfurls
the banner of error. One-is Divine Revelation; the cther is satanic
suggestion. The firat leads us. into the Paradise of Peace; the second
hurla us headlong into the hell of war.*

!
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, - Part Said, Ygypt, Jury 3, Lol
nenr;Friends: ' -

'We are living in the day in which the 8Bpirit of the Lord is wman;.
fest, the raye of the Sun of Reality are evident, the Divine Jewruszsl
hath des¢ended from heiven and the Glorious Glzd Tidings sre proclaism.
we must fashion our lived according to the Heaveniy Teachings, live in
a state of funternal contentment, poruse the Holy Writipge snd pracijies
thiut which will be conducive to our own and the world's prospevity. The
Bahai Cause is much 3n need of real earnest workers - workcde wot will
defy all opposiiion, mecting the antagonist 28 a2 firm rock deluores the
blowing of the winis of tests and storms of trials. How many 0id trcen
are yprooted by one wini, and how many ehipe have been wrecked by uvne
storm. Theve are many lands athirst for the Wster of Lifa, Let the
friends of 00D frrigate it with the vernal shower from the Xingdom ¥
ADHA. Thera ave many persons hungry for the Heavenly Bread; #e muet
invite them to the Banquet of the lord. The lethargic muss Hridme aot.
ive, the slerping ones must “e awakened; the desplirited onex receive
3 share ¢f the inaxhaustible Favore and the Bweet Nusic of the Suprume
Cencourse be heard. We must be up and doing some kind of sevvide ng
matier how elight it i{s. Praise be to GO thet the Oxdh of the Center
of the Covensant 1s shining and His Mevecy i85 all-encompassing. He ia»
teaching us and gently and lovingly guldes ue in the Hight Puth. We ai;
tsge L0 serve Him Iin some way or snother, to win His good pieasurs by
sinserely welking in His Pootetepe, (O become the signes uf His love,
she embodiment of His compassion and the humhie followera of Fie Etei.
~3) Taw,

A1% <f this worning and part of the afiernoon we wees lef't ¢
~prselves ., The Naster was busy in ¢they -diveciions and ¢guld not call
tm $ntns Hig Presence. Meanwhile we found time to pack our trunks end
wrzoage and move from the hotel 4ntyv our new apartment. It is unfur-
aisnad ®RA a9 we do not know how long we will stay in Pori Zsid, ihere
@ need 1o purchase many things. I have one large dleck kitlchen
renia 2vey which I have spread papers and do my writing, & cheir and z
wpd . Ths apariment ia airy and has & wonderful wside wics 0P ithe Wede
{rarvarern. It i 18 the Arab quarter and conetequériiy ii 4{a rentsd
fuy phee Gollare & month. Port Said s famous for ite fisas. Ihey
Boiher 28 Lo death al)l night. Those who have mosguito nrts escepe the
zicank 35 She flens and sleep comfortadly all night bui I happen not
Ve hw¥e sy sud hmve to carry on an offensive and defensive war witih
vhs gEsiRing arey . MNany years ago when I lived here for thowe yreve,
el WP Zeny neeauiton « not as bad as New Jevsey onss o but guits
Lo, However, e Bgyptian Govermment organized a heslth and
¢ depavrseent, £413+d 40 the rarehy grounds, and thus exterming-
emg the Regeding of moaguitns . ALl spring and summe? theve is ne drop
oF prin. 4313 that wa see 8 an occasionil patch of clond simlecsdy
througii seage, . Cur parimang Belng very near the Meditervsne
& : » Tveeh, vitelizing ovreeze 31l the time, eapecially in
Lhie edTeiagn.  Meapy people slesp a1l alght on the roof, The roofs of
ngusas grs Tlab snd paved like the floor of 2 large aalon. I
joved %0 maeh to wisep a few nights on the roof, but the friends .
wisid net bat me because they sald &t is too damp Tor thome who zre
gt paesRisasd $o 1t '
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About five o'clock Khosro brought the good news that we are calla
by the Naster to the new house. When we arrived, all the believers were
there and a few new ones from Cairo. KHossein Rouhy who wae in America
Jears ago with Khorassani and Mirvza Assad Ullah was hevre with his thres
scna. Me is a short man and knows Bnglish and Arabic very well. He
hag a private school in Bgypt, mostly for the poor and the orphans.
There are about one hundred and sixty children in his school. The
schocl is named after the Master "Abbas®, and in every class room his
framed photogranh ia{?ung in a prominent place. Hossein Rouhy is an
~ctive young man and 4 believe he is doing much geod with his school.

The lHaster had asked Fazlollah - the son of His great uncls, to
draw the design of the House of Baha'et'llah in Nur. Therefore, with
ire nosiatance of Xirza Ali Akbar, he was busy all day drawing the nlan
anl it was offered to Himm this afterncon. 1t must have been a great
valatial residence according to the architectual conception of the East
Tre Master holding the various papers in His Hands, went en to descrive
th 4different parts of the house as though He had left it yesterday.
Then witn His matchless Power, He contrasted this palace of luxury and
worldly comfort with the barren and ruined barracks of Acca. *The soul
of man must be happy,® He said, "No matter where he is. Cne must attain
t9 that condition of inward beatitude and peace,+ then outward circume
stances will not alter his spititusl calmneas and joyousnesa. No ons
can lmagine a worse place than the barracks of Acca. The climmte was
pad, the water was no better, the surrcundings were filthy and dirty,
the treatment of the officials was unbearable, and we were loocked upon
as the enemies of religion and corruptors of morals. The government
had given an order that during cur stay in Acca, no one must talk with
us and we must not talk with each other. Having arrived in Acca, they
found there were not enough rooms in the barracks to imprison us sep-
arately, 8o they put us all in two rooms with no furniture at all. The
zourt 0f the barrack had a most gloomy aspect. There were three or
four fig trees over the branches of which several ominous owls screeched
all night. Bvery one got #ick, and there were neither provisions nor
medicine. At the entrance of the barrack, there was an undertaker's
rcom. It was a horridble iooking toom, yet I lived there two years with
the utmost happiness. Up to that perfiod I had not time to read the
Koran from first to last, but then 1 had ample time and used to read
tnie Holy Book with fervor and entuejasm. Going over the incidents
anl events of the lives of former Prophets, and find how parallel they
were with us, 1 was consoled and encouraged. I would read, for in-
atance, the {ollowing verse:

"How thoughtless gwe the people! Whenever a Prophet is seant to
ihem, they either ridicule Riw or persecute Him.* And then 1 would
read this verme. "Verily, Our Neat is victorious over them.® I waa ver,
hapny all the time, bacause I was a fruve man. Shut off in that room,
Wy Spirit travelled throughout the immensity of space. At night, 1
went on the roof and communed with the countless brilliant stars. What
rn Jdivine feast! hat a heavenly proceasion! What = spiritual freedom!
¥:at beatific bliss! What celestial sovereiznityl®

Then He spoxe in detail sbout the pro-ent war Dbetween Greece apil
Bujgaria and the utter folly of shedding the blood of innocent veople.
"Trere i9 no benefit fn this human butchery! This le apoflation; thia is
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destrudtion! Markind must learn the legsoM of Fesce. They musi he
inetructed in the sthool of love, Whal 1% thus insanity! What ia
this fratrﬁcfdeu ¥hat is this ruihleschwsd! Away with the night.
mare of #ar! Banish the thought of styrife and scdition! Ars we noi
hrothzre? Ave. we not, the children of one Pethexr? Ave we not ihe
sheep of one Shepherd? How long this blindness! How lLong this mili.
tavy lunacy? -

7121 hé spoke abouf the restlessness of Kings and Rulers and gave
us the instance of one of the Mohammedan Calipha, thet alihough he
ved under his dominion, many countries; yest he could not be happy. *Die
Yine happiness®. He said in conclugion~ *is obtained *hraagh gesrritude
2t the Ihreshold of GOD, evanescence, detachuent, Sipcer: y anl severe
ance from all ebse save GOD .

Bufore He left us, He recalled to His mind the name of the head
ahepherd of Bahe'o'llah and related many stiories sbout him. ¥e meked
Hirza Pazlalloh whither he was alive, to which hs answered - *he is
desd, but his daughter is living.*®

One day this head ehepherd came to the Blessed Perfection and sald;
“y Lordl 1 have one advice to zive unto youo' *What 1s it?? Behaia'.
{luh zsked. *Never trust the Udlamas.®* Bahalc'llah loved him very
mur on account of nis simplicity and faishfulness.

You know now difficult it is to leave the Beloved but after such
4 apivitual feast, we were given permission to retire. :

He asked Hossein Rouhy: "How many pupils have you in your achesnn®

He snswered: "One hundred and 9imty.* *Goodness! You are rich. Yoo
i da are certainly full. I don't have one pupil. Can you find soxm’
sunils for He?® And Be laughed.



Port 8a4d, July 4, 1913,
Dear Friendss

Haji Ahdnllah is an old Babal of 80 years. He has lived 50
years in Egypt, and has ever been Bahai, a mincere belicve
er. fe is dressed in a long rob long gray beard., Ale
though so advanced in age, yet he is vigorous and in good health,

He has semn Igypt become prosperous through the opening of the Snez
Canal, He 1lives in one of the mmll towns in the interior of Ezypt,
and having heard adout the arrival of the liaster, he has aome to sce
Him, Tedxy he recelved porndssion to return teo his work., The iag
tor asked him: ¥YTell me, Hajli Abdullaed, how 0ld are you?® *I an
over S0 yecars old", he answersed. *Welll thou hast lived & good long
life, and now thou art Jooking youmger than I. It 1s through the
favor of Baha'o'llah! It is truel NKow tell me truly, dost thou dee
sire to live longert™ ®Yes!™ he snswered. "VWell! Is this life so
sweet to thy taste as to long for a more extended life? VWhy 1s
this? As to Me, I long to leave this ephemeral world, It contains
no atiraetion for me. I am like the man wvho has heard that he must
travel twenty days, béefore reashing his deatination. laving trave
elled alroady fifteen days, be is eager to hasten his trip and are
rive at his goal., He 1s angicipating the eternal union with the
Beloved at the end of his jourmey, therefore he is impatienti®™ The
0ld man mored deeply, and spoke in a tramlous volae: %My Lord! I
do not want te live for agyself. Looking bask at my 1life, I see many
barren years are streteliing bhefure my eyes; for I have not been
confirmed in the service of the Canse, I desire to do something, I
an hoping against hope that I nmay yet be confirmed to do some kind
of serviee in the Cause. I krew I am very old, but my hope is young.®
And his eyes were full of tears.

»
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This norming, the Master reseived in private nany of the Lgypte
ian friends, wiw had just come for one day and leave in the afternoon.
leanvhile He foumd time to diotate Tablets for many friends, anmongst
them, Mrs. Ella Cooper, of San Francliasce, irs. Ella Sargent of New
York, Lisas., Panlly Paulson of Missoula, Montana, iire, H. S. Timlinson
of Frultvale, Callf., Hrs. ¥, P, Baldwin and }iss. Juliet Thompson
of ¥New York; Los Angeles Bahal Assembly and an Esperante Behal Class
of New York; Iirza A1t Akbar and Mirza Lotfollah of London, Xr.
Tudor-role of Bristol, and the International Congress of Free Chrise
tians and other Religlous Liberals, hwlding its congreas in Paris R
from July 18 to 22, Ne also received Tadblets fesms number of Ver-
sian believers., Vhile He was dfetating Tablets, Me said: "Although
I am not feeling well, yet when I dictate I emter into a spiritual
state. I forget Myself and My pain entirely, sand for the moment I
anm perfectly well,* For the last few days Ne has been couplaining
about the weather, and may leave in a day or two for Ilsmaliheh, con-
sidered to de the sumer resort of Hgypt. The Port Said weather at
this season is most humid, I den®t think Ne will take all of us with
Hinmg bBut Ne may take one ot two, prodably Mirzas lonoer. I would
like to go with Hin too. I hate the idea of rampteness from Him,
don't you? In the afternvon, while the believers were sitting in
ilis Presence, He dlotated many Tablets, and they listemed most care-
fully. To them 1t was better and more significant than a Talk, be-
cause they soneider it the greatest privilege of their lives to be
present while the Holy Teblets are revealed. After an hour or tms



or x0, He said: "It 18 encugh!® and for nesrly thirty minutes Hae
He related stories abeut the futility of studying Mohammedan theolo=

g, vhich is nothing e¢lse but a bundle of traditions and prejudieced
gmas.

The poem of Jr. Chase, writtem en Aug. 9, 1912, San Francisco,
Calif., was read to the laster, and lle gave His sanetion to publish
it in the STAR OF THE VEST. It was compesed just before his death,

begging the Beloved to go te California. The first line of it is:
"¢ thou David of the Promised Kingdom of GODI"

Ancther interesting story absut ibraham was sent from San Fran-
cisco by Miss. Bijeu Stram, who iz preparing the dook ef the Master's
Acddresses for publicatien. She desires te include this gtery in the
book as 2 footnote. It was read to the Master. HRe gave the source
vhence the story has some. PFirst I copy here the story as reported
%nlu.ﬁ Schermerhornts book, and then I translate it as the Beloved

old H

¥ Abraham would scarce break his fast for ome week, lest sonme
hungry traveller might pass who needed his store. Dally he looked
out upon the desert, and one day he beheld an aged man, with hair
wvhite as snow tottering toward his door. 'Guest of mine eyes!' ex-
clainmed Abrahasm, 'enter thou with welcome, and he pleased to share
uy bread snd salt. The stranger entered and the place of honor was
given to him, When the family gathered around the beard, each one
of them sald: ‘'In the Name of GODI!' but the aged guest uttered no
word., Abraham said: '01d man, when thou catest food, is it not
right to repeat the Nume of GOD?* The stranger replied: 'My custonm
is that of Fire Vorshippers.' Ixkzexsm Then Abreoham arese in wrath
and drove the aged msn from his houss. But even as he did so, a
swift-winged Spirit stood before the patriarch and sald: ‘Abrahenm,
for a hundred years hath the Divine Bounty flowed out to this man
in sunshine and rain, in bread and life. IXs 1t fit for thee to
with-hold thy hand from him because his worship is not thine?'™

The Master said: “The true versiom of this story is in the
¥ashavi, It is related that angk sgod and deorepit man beeame the
guest of His Holiness Abraha. He oxercised toward his guest the
utnost hospitality and courtesy. When dinner was served, His Holi-
ness Abrgham uttered the Name of GOD, and then started eating. On
the other hand, the guest uttered the name of an idol and began to
eat, His Hollness was grieved, arose in wrath and yebuked bis guest
most severely. But oven as he 4id so, GOD's Revelation desconded m
upon Him. '0, Abraham, for a hundred years this man has been an
idol-worshipper, and I have been patient with him, I have nubtared
him; I have protected him; I have taken good care of Mmjy I have
trained him; I have showered on him many Bountiea and I have been
kind and loving to him, But thou wert mot adble to endure his socie-
ty for one night! ind I, a humdred years! #His Holiness Abraham
was ggp}y touched by this address and begges his aged guest to par-
aon *

- ¥When we left the liaster's Presence, He kept Lirza Fazlollah, n
and later on as they were walking together in the avenue, an Indian
gentleman who is the Editor of PEESCH AKBAR, an important journal,
met Him. He happens to know a great deal about the Cause through

the American newspapers which were sent to him Mirza Yahmo
vho knew him and had spoken with him while tmvgiling :ng ud,



Port Sa.id, Egypt, July 5,‘13-
Dear Friends:

Whether we live in the East or in the West, the Invisible Poweer
of Baha'o'llah is unifying our scattered forces and training us for
the service of His Kingdom ~ the Kingdom of Universal Love and inter-
racial Amity. Today the world of humanity is in need of this Poeer,
more than at any other time. The keen competition which 1s carried
on by the captains of industry and finance; the ranbling discon-
tent and social unrest of the laboring classes; the religious big-
otry and extrame fanatlicism of some of the religions; the heat and
bitterness with which fantastic controversies are upheld between the
sectariang; the spirit of superiority with which some nations look
upon others; the lust of conquest and the desire for the extension
of territory; the social and political rivalries between nations
and governments; and the hatred and emuity existing between the
different races - all these antagonistic forces clashing against
each other, apparently aggravate the situation and make confusion
worsc confounded. 3But the Power of the Blessed Perfection has come
to stay, bringing healing under its wide-outatretched wings. This
Power alone 1s the SOLVENT for all these puzzling problems. There
may be found here and there some medicine to glve temporary relief,
but the lasting and permanent cure 1s the Bahal Power, which unites
all people and sets at naught thelr seeming differences., This Power
alone transforms the hearts, inspires the spirits, uplifts the mind,
reveals the secrets of Love and unfurls the Banner of Divine Brother=
kood.

Cur last pilgrim, the Zoroastrinn froem Bombay, Hehréban, has

left teday for his home, at 7 o'clock P.M. He was an old man with

ushy round gray bheard. He spoke very little, but hls cyes were the
fresh springs of love and gentleness. The Xaster has been especial-
1y kind to him, and eften pralsed his race for their uprightness and
charity. He called him this morning to His Presence and after a few
words of farewell, gave him a short Tablet written with His own hang,
the translation of which #s as follows:

*Q thou lichreban! Praise be to GGD that through the Protection
and Favor of the OCunipresent GOD thou didst reach the Illumined Spet,
kissed the Threshold of the Kind Friend and became confirmed and as-
sisted in that which is the highest desire of the angels of the uni~
verse of heaven, Now there are also scveral days that thou hast been
My assoclate and My companion. Consequently return thou to India n
and convey the greeting of this Friend to each and all the believers,
and say: '"This impotent One does not enjloy one moment of rest. In
the evening He is restless; by day He is full of acclamation., BKHe
undertook this long trip and cried out over the mountains and on the
plains, Now is the time that the friends may raise their mighty
voices and i1l the world with the Melody of the Kingdom of ABHA.
They mist show an effort, render some kind of service, create a
whirlwird of ecstacy, and appear with manifold signs and power, so
that ABDUL BAHA may obtain the peace of mind and spirit.**

This morning, the Beloved sent for Hirza Moneer and dictated

having long or short accounts of His Western journey. Later in
the day Mirza Mahmoud called on Moulavi naﬁ@qu Alam, which is the



name of the Indian Editor, and together they called on the XKaster.
As he is a ¥oslem the discussion was purely dealing with the Moban-
medan world, and an exposition of the means through which they nay
be bhrought closcr together. He was much impressed by the Talk ef
the Peloved, and took down notes so that he may write a few articles
ahout the Cause.

sbout half past six all of us gathered in front of the hotel
to bid farewell to our Zoroastrian brother. Ye followed him to the
pier, and while he left in the littlec boat to be carried to the
stonner, I looked up and tkere in the heavens I saw the wost beau-
tiful crescent, so delicate, so atristic. For a long time I looked
at it, and the hunger of my eyes could net be satisfied. It was the
siivery bow of the angels, the arrowe of vhich are the meteors. He=
turiting to the hotel, after a little rest, we sat arcund the table.
For the first time we were only five or six. Ve looked ateach other,
and not only adid we kkink misg our many pilgrims, bHut also the be-
loved friends beyond the seas in Durepe and America.

)



Dort Said, Bgypt, July 5, 1913,

Dear PFriends:

The heart of the Bahal is a cool spring, from which eternally
gushes forth the pure water of Divine Enewledge and heavenly wisdom.
This water irrigates the soil) of humanity which is parched through
the heat of dogmas and the fire of superstitions., ITmmediately after
thie distribution of this Water, the Pflowers and anemones of love and
affection become manifest and the nostrils of those who are remote
and near are perfumed, The barren ground is changed into a luxurlant
garden; the sterdle trees are clad with verdant gemmm garments; h
the nightingales break forth into songs of gladness; the frost of
the winter is transformed into the winsome appearance of spring, and
the calrmess of death 1s changed into the buoyance of lifeg

The Bahai hheart 1S a miniature garden. The Gardener 1ls Abdul
Baha., With $ender hands He sows the sceeds of roses and violets,
carnations and tulips, chrysanthemums and lillies of the valley,
forget-me-nots and immortellesl The beauty of these ideal flowers
is in their imperishableness and the sweetness of thelr fragrances.
Day and night He sows the seeds from His never-ending store. To
Him the ground of every human heart 1s susceptible to Divine culti-
vation. That 1s why the gardens are so many, all around the world.
He is the most successful Gardener that the world has ever secen!

He knows the capacities of the soil, the chemlecal ingredients of
every part, and He applies His indisputable knowledge with so much
success, Give to Him the most barren, sterile patch of ground, and
hefore long it is a mass of flowers and anorchard of fruitful trees.

Today about —----o¥clock, this morning, the Beloved had a most
interesting interview with the Editor of PEESCH AKHBAR, The Editor
had many questions about the return of the old glory of YIslam, the
education of the Eastern women, the guestion of the veil, ete. etc.,
to each of which the Master gave a detailed answer., The wan although
old, was carried away with enthusiasm, because he found all his dif-
ficulties were removed with such simple, yet eloquent expressions.
He again wrote dovn all the Master told him., He understood Persian
quite well, and is a wide-awake and intelligent journalist. He has
been out of India for about seven months, and expemts to go to Tunis,
Turope and New York before returning to his native home. The Master
has given him an introduction to Mirza Ali EKuli Ehan, so that he may
be shown all dne respest. The Beloved said: "We must ever think
of the education of the publie, and try our utmost to improve the
conditions of the submerged class and lay a solid foundation for the
ercction of the temple of human happiness. For the realization of
this hope, Divine Education 1s essential, the inculcation of the nm
oneness of the world of humanity is necessary, We must deal with 3
all with loving kindness and be the real well wishers of mankind.

For they are the sheep of GOD, and GOD is the Universal Shepherd.

e is
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compuslionste %o ¢ach ponber of His flook. e trains all, e feeds &ll,
2 protects all., W%e must free them from Sold prejudices which are dee
cayed and Totten, We musi confer upon them a new life., That is cordiel
love, good fellowahip, anity and unity, smonget all the e¢hildren ol
wen. Gur behavior and ocondust must be an exusple to them, ¢ must
shandon all forms ox preéjudices - religione, ra olel, seotarien, pat-
riotic and national. The objects of all the religions have been the
woral progress of the race - then the illuminstion of the world will
Ve sesured and the proape?ity of mankind obtained.®

In the af ternocn ]I was called into the preseace of the Beloved.
He had received letteram from fhan, snd . and 2¥a, de¥uit. He talked
& grest deal sbout the latter and He revesled lomg answers to each, It
ceews that this quedtion has geated a grest deal of dimoussion, but J
hope that the end will bve good, Then Je ravenlad several other bemutlf
iul ¢avblets, Tor iise Handerson, ions, snd e Aichard, fHons., and sme.
Beraard and ire and Nrs, Seott of raries., Be exprussed the hope of tie
future illuminstion of paris, tlrough them, and exlowrted them to cine -
tinue spreading the iessage,

For the last few days, although the wesathor 18 exiremely hot snd
it ie quite out of tha question to go in obt in the middle of the day,

yet the Hepter keeys ue bumy dictating Tablets and translsating. west
to Him is unknown. '

in the evesing we took & car and went out of the City to tes Lhe
filtretion plante. There is & lurge park and Lflowers, and this ativacts
the people on Bunday. The Sues Canal company construoted o fine wuodern
plant; the water ia brought from the Nile snd filtered through sand etc.
une cannotl eompledn of the Port taild water. It is most glear, pure
and lights. After one hour walk tlrough the Park, we returned home
walking.  The aight was wery beautiful. we had with us Yirze Fazollah
and he told us a great deal sbout the district of RKur, the fanmily of
Bahatotllah and the interesting detaila of the Gremteet ienifeptation
of the %ill of GCDh. .

ra e ase L XN



Port Sedd,Bgypt,
July 7th, 1913,
Desr Friends:-

After & letter from afer off friend glves us good chesr and
encouragement, This 1s part of that invigable chain which unites &l1
mankind; more especielly is thie the case with those who are working
for & cormon Ceause, Thousande of miles, oceans and lands mey dsvide
them, but when the word arrives the hearts are united; space and time
are annihglated and they live as though in one room, talking and
conversing together and oreating an atmosphere of wuplift, This in
itself is a sufficient reeson why the believers from the various
counbkries and out of the way places sghonld correspond together and
keep each other informed not only of the progress of the (ause which
of course is the most important but of other current events which we
may guess will interest our friends,

Of course I know full well how fortunate I am to he with the
- Beloved all the timel! I know als0 that I am not worthy of this

great privilege but 2l1l this is through His grece and Bounty. But
when I reseived & letter today from Mrs.Mahel Rice-Wray of Tropico,
Calif, in which she sweetly reminded me of this great privilege I was
made very happy. She says in part:. "How fortunste you are to he
with the Beloved for so long & time. , . ., Just think of you, being
part of & trip which is surely the greatest that has ever heen taken
in the history of the world, thet, the Light may reach to every pert
of the esrth.} 3 3 3 J1dow wonderful, how wonderful it must be to he
eble to watch dey by day the life of Abdul Baha and thus have &
thousend gquestions gnswered o0f how to meet the myrisd phases of life,
Do you know, do you realize what & bounty is yours? Think how .
meny would give everything, everything Just {0 be near Him,~ - - -3"

Indesd I praise God day and night for all His Fevors to this un-
worthy dust of the Pfeet of the friends, I hope thaet when the time
comes I may he able to serve the believers of Amerioca the best
way thet God leads me, Ior the present I pray for them at the
Threshold of Abdul Baha and beg the assistance and confirmetion of
the Blessed Perfection for them 50 thet they may unfurl the Banner of
the Kingdom of Baha and raise the voilce of Ya Baha El Abha to the
pinnacle of heaven. In this manner they will become the cause of
the heppiness of the heart of the Master, His pessionate desire is
to illumine the world with the Light of morality, let the bvellevers
agsist Him in this great workl! Let them arisse with heevenly power
to cerry out His will.

This morning I was summoned to His Holy Pressnce, Mirza Faz.
lollsah was there too, Packages of letters were all around him,

He was writing and now and them Fe raised His heasd and spoke. ZEvi-
dently he was following the thread of a long conversation when I
arriged. He was saylng:- "Praise be to God that we have many enem-
ies. We must be very heppy. The priests and the Ulemss, the Rabbis
end the Mullahs ere attacking us right and left but these attacks
moke us strongser and more powerful, We are invulnerable? We know
no defeat, We are fighters to the last, There are no deserters in
the Grand Army of Abha! They ere all good fighters! One of the
Missionaries in Bé#trut in his germon oried out in wrath and hopeless
anger: - "We always thought that the Behals would be a good, wholesome
influence for civilizing Islem alone, now they have started to
civilize us and are teaching us hy demonstration & plan of propagan-
dew the like of which has never been seen since the time of Christ
end His Apostles! Ah me! We heve many enlmies, bitter, dangerous
end vengefull But we defeat them throuph the Fower of Love! - That
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ig our only weapon. The Ocean of the Cause is limitless, shoreless
depthless. One wave &nd all these foems will be soattered to the
four corners of the sea, I do not look &t the present disturhed
conditione of the Qcean, My heatrt is assured snd confident as to

the future of the Cause., No person no matter how powerful, how
mighty, can shaeke the foundation of the Bshail Paith. It rests upon
the Eternel rock of ages. After the dsparture of His Holiness Christ
there were only eleven disciples whose feith was shaken and oubtward-
1y they were of the lower oclase, deprived of any soocisl distinctions!
But behold the results of theilr work{ But after the departure of

the Blessed Perfection there were more. than one million hellevers
scattered a8ll over the earth, &ll of whom faithful}, sincere and
self-sacrificing., Praise be to God that singly and slone, without
any helper snd assistant we attacked the drilled army of darkness and
we have come out upon the field wvictorious!™ .

Such is the sudblime falith that must animatepnd aquleken all
the Bghsis throughout all the world,

In the afternoon we were eslled sgein, Haji Nisz had just er-
rived from Cario, He is a very 0ld Bahei, sbout eighty years ol4d;
has seen Besha'o'llah many timees and has lived in Egypt for the last
35 years. He is tell/hes long white beard and wears & turban like
the Master. He is a gemtle men and all the Americsans (Bahais) who
have passed through Cario have made & noint to see Heji Niaz, The
¥ester loves him very mush and weloomed him with open &rms. Then
He talked with him about the believers tf Cario, &Lfterwarde he dic-
tated to me many Bablets, & long one on Universal Peace for the COhris-
tians Comonwealth, %o Miss Senderson, Mr, and Mre.3ernsard, Mon, Mmd
Richard, ion. and Mmd. Soott and others. From this time, the Be=
loved mey write more articles for the Western Press to reach many
thousands of peoplewho sanmot be reached otherwise,

Toward the evening we called on Mshboub-alam and talked with
him gbout the probable trip of the Master's to India., He gave us some
good suggestions which I hope to carry out before long. Indis cries
out to the Beloved and no doubt He will listen %to the osll,

Ahmad Sohrab,



Port Salia ,Egypt.
v July 8, /9/s.

Dear Friendsie

Purs religion free from dogmas and sacerdotalism contributes
to the happiness and progress of a people, suffering them to attain
to the highest summit of democracy and brotherhcod. Religion ham-
pered by the chains of fossilized traditions or imprisoned within
the jail of vlind imitations will keep mankind within hidebound
limits or asphyxlate people wlth the vapors of intolerance and pre-
judlce. Religion must be as free as the breeze of the early morn,
as bright as the stars of heaven, as pure and chaste as & gentle
blushing virgin, as fragrant as the sweet flowers of spring, as
clean as the limpid and cooling water of the fountain, as verdant
as the delectable paradise and as universal as the rays and the heat
of the phenomenal sun. Therefore when religion does not perform the
these functions it is not fulfilling its mission. It 1s diverted
from its original csamse, In this connection Our Beloved says in
a Tablet just revealed to the Sixth International Congress of Free
andProgressive Christians and other Religloms Liberals to be held

in Paris July 16th to 2Bnd, 1913 as follows:-
"Thus religion which was destlined to become the cause of friend-

ship has become the cause of ermity. Religion which was meant to be
the sweet honey is changed into bitter poison. Religion the function
of which was to be the illumination of the world of humanity has
become the factor of obscurantlsm and gloom. Religion which was
to confer Everlasting Life has become the ingtrument of death,"

The duty of everyone of us 1s therefore to spread the principles
of the Pure Rellgion which are in accord with the requirements cf

this age.
When one enters the Presence of the Beloved of the world, even

if it is forthe thousandth time he feels gquickened by the spirit

of reverence, humility, and evanesehce. When I found myself thils
morning standing before hlm and heard his rich, wvibrant volce greet-
Ing me "You are welcome! You are welcomel!" I felt as though this was
my first visit to him, He always recelves every one, even His ser-
vants, with His heavenly cordiality/ His sweet smile, His divine
courtesy, His inimitaeble friendship so that they would believe

they are Hisg own sons and daughters. Wlth His discourses, His
remarks and His teachings He uplifts ons's heart and makes one

long to sacrifice his 1life 4in His pathe. Really to be with Him for

ons hour 1s more glorious than the assoclation with all great men

of the world; to be enlisted in His service 1s better than the ser-
vice of the kings and Emperors. To win His good~pleasure is {theweesr
source of eternal joy, to upralse the Flag of His Truth 1s more won-
derful than all the wealth of this earth! May all of us remain
faithful to Him and live and act in such a manner as to win His
approval!l If we continue to be firm in the Cause and pray every

morn and eve for this pearl of greatest price our kmartx hrows

will be crowned wlth the diadem of God's Bestowals! The Cause must
baccme a glowing Fire in our hearts and not a fllckering flame in our
minds. Tt must become & flowing fountaln ever gushing forth from
the innermost part of our beingsl Wo obstacle must seem to us in-
surmountable; no difficulty discourging; no praise flattering and

no criticism a reascn for retirement. Hero~like we must face squarel
allthe problems, try to solve them and encourage others through
deeds and words!{ What if the whole world be agalnst us! We may be
in the minority--as the Christ end His Apostles were In the minority
1900 years ago--but whensver God is on the side of the minority it
will become the majority! "There 1s a power in the Cause , a mysteri-
ous Power, far, far, far, away from the ken of men and angels.,

That invisible power is the Cause of all these outward activities.
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It moves the hearts. It rends the mountains. It administers the conm
plicated affairs of the Cause. It inspires the friends. It dashes
into a thousand pieces all the forces of opposition. It creates new
spiritual worlds. This ig a myatery of the Kingdom of Abha." Thus
spoke the Beloved, af'ter dictating several wonderful Tablets toMMss
Farriet C. Cline, and Mrs. Mabel Rice~Wray of Los Angelea, Miss Haw~
riet Magee of New York, Mrs. Dixon of Washington, D.C., Kiss porcthy
Hodgson of Paris, and Miss General Jack of London. His eyesy were
clogsed all the time, and his words llke unto the crystalline water
flowed from the Eternal Spring of God's Presencel

Leaving the Beloved to his divine contemplation and heavenly
Work, I went to the hotel, and there I talked with ocur Haji Niaz.
I knew him before I left for America years ago, which seems to me like
a pleasant dream. Through him I received my first Tablet from the
Master, and for this great reason I love him very much. In fact,
everybody loves him, without exception. He is a veteran in the Cause.
He told us in his rich, ornamental, lovely language, the story of a
king and his ministers and ccourtiers.

Once upon a time the King went out to hunt with the entire mem~
bers of his Cabinet, the Diplomatlc Corps, the officials of the
Court, and a large number of important personages especlally invited
for this occasion. As the King intended to stay in the country all
summer, he ordered the Master of Ceremonies to take the Imperial
Tent, which was a wonderful work of art. During the past seasons,
the King on important occasions ordered the inside walls and the ceil-
ing of his Royal Tent to be decorated with hundreds of precious jew-
els, the price of which could not be measured by dollars and cents,
This year also he asked the Minister of Finance to take with him
the large box of jewels, Finally after many days of preparations,
the Imperial Caravam, which was more than a mile long, started out.
The King headed the procession. After him came the Cabinet Ministers
the Diplomatic Corps, the Courtiers and the guests, They had to
travel six days before they could reach the hunting ground, After
four days of travelling, it so happened that the horse carrying the
box of jewels was toward the end of the Caravan., BSfter three hours
march the King looked around, and to his apparent surprise, he found
no one with him except Ayaz, and he observed the Caravan more than
half a mile away from him, surrounded with dust and great confusion
exiating. "What 1s this?® asked the XKing. “Half an hour ago", Ayaz
humbly and serenely angwered, "the box of jewels fell from the back
of the horse, and all oﬁrthe precious stones were scattered on the
ground. ‘Then as I saw & wild scramble followed; everybody forgot his
duty and himself and tried to collect those Jewels.®” The King digd
not move, nor did he say anything to show that an extraordinary event
had happened. "“AYazi" the King said, after a few moments of reflec-
tion: "Yes, my Lordl"™ he answered. "Why dldst thou not join them to
get a portion of the spoil? Are they not preclous Jewels?" "Yes, my
Lord! Those Jewels are good for them. I preferred to be with thes.
Thou art the greatest Jewel of my life,"



: - ' - Pert 8Said, Bgypt, July 9th, 1913.
Dsar Friends:- .

¥y room has two docrs which are opered to the veranda and =zt
thiz time of the evening thers 1z glwsys a cool breszs walter fruw
the Maditerranean which is om vur right, probably nct mors than 7000
foet away. At midnight I cet up and go cut and listsn to the music -
of tha waves which is played to the drightnass of ths stars. To-
nicht the moon is shininge It is less than half ful} bat it aas a
wenderous silver hus, The voices of the Arabs chanting their Xoran
comes to our sars. It is a wierd, monotonous socund but very sooth-
ing. uy table 1s govered with papers and lstters; Mirza Mahmoud 1s
a far zteps further writing and copying Tablefa, Our light con-
sists of a dear little lamp. We have just returned from a memorial
meeting h2ld for the death of the little girl of ¥irza Jalal Afshar,
Cne of the Port Sald Bahals. We were invited at 8§P.Y, %o go to
the funaral. Mirze Mahmoud chanted one of tha praysrs of Reha'o?!
llah and then ths little body was washed, wrapped up in silk and as
there was no ring for her finger, the prayer was wrltien on & plece
of paper and put in the palm of her hand. The second caremony -the
Hohurmedan--gonsisted of the coming of the Mullah, chanting prayers
and then they carrisd her body by hand to the Mosune which was
nzar by. ALl those who entered the Mostue left thsly shoas at the
docre The body was laid ou the floor; the lall Mullah stood be-
fers ite  We stood behlind the ¥ullsh, He started then to read ths
prayer of the dead with the rapldity of lightening and from time
to tims he raised his two hands to his face and ears which exercilss
was copied by us antomatically acsording to ths rule. All this,
hoveyer did not take more than five minutes. Several carriages wers
ready at the door of the Mogdue and ag soon as we were oub, Mirza
Jalel, his trother, the Mullah carrying with beth hands ths body of
tiie child and ancther relative got in ome carriage and the rest of
ug in others, We were driven posthastes toward the canstery situat-
od in the West of the glty. The Maditerranean wes on our right and
always very nears On the way we ohserved many littls hills ol
soft silk llke sand so fromed by tho winds. Often ons observegd
the sxtremely aoft sand {rigkling down from the upper part of the
hills exactly llke the flowing of & 1ittls rivulet. It was a moat
fascinating sight, First we passed by the Christian Cemeteéry sur~
roundad by a falrly ¢all wall. One saw ths oross in all formsew
large and emall defying the crescont of the Mcharmedan dburying-
placs. I had to stand up in the carrilags to sss ths Christian
Cemetery It was noet as beautiful and flowery as the ocsmeteries of
Amsrica, because it 1s most d@ifficult in this land of sand to raisse
trees and flosers, but it was falrly clean and one covld ses patchas
of gresd and flowere here and there. Finmally we reached the Mcham-
modan cemeteryl It was very unclean. Shrieking Aradb men and women
were scattored all over. All the grayss wers marked with a wooden
slab and I belieye a little fire would burn the whole place. The
l1ittle girl was Interred beside her grandafather who dled and was
burisd here a few years ago. The poor father was weseping and quite
incongolable. Haji Wiaz heing the oldest man thied to conséle him
but he 4id not succeed yery well. '

Probably many of the American friends remember the falthful
Takl Menshadl through whom the East and the West ocarried on a large
and yoluminous correspondéngse with Abdul Baha., He died a few years
agqg and his hody is burded in this Cemeiery. As T had met hinm
during ny visit to-Acca 15 years a.g and from that time on till the
day of his death I corresponded with him I expreased the desire of
visiting his temb., Youseff dirested us to 1t and we offered a pray-
or. St c e - | g _
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Unless one knows the place it is not possible to find it. There is
no tomhstone and orly a pisce of wcod without any writing on it is
the mark. . )

Haji Wiaz knew him wslleas well as othsr Port Said Bahais.
The brief cutlina of hisz lifs 1s as follows:e

He was from Menshad, & little village near Yazd., In his early
youth he accepted this revelation and as he found the peopls of
his own villags extremély fanatical and dogmati¢ and @s the rabble
threautensd to kKill him he left the place and went to the city of Kexn
man. He started to taach the Cause and when the Ulemas received
ths news of his predence they sent him word that sither he rnust
izave the city irmadiately or they would take the law into their
ocwn hands. With much difficulty and privation he at last arrived
at the ¢ity of Shiraz. After scmetime, with the object of visiting

- Raha'o'llah he made a pilgrimage to Megca and thus acluired the much

rogpected title-of"Haji.® Prom Mecea he went to Alexundria. It was
befiore the Arab Revolution. Here with a number of other Persians
he engaged in business but not being comstitutionally built for
that kind of work and always having the hopw of sgryving the Cause
in o worthy mannsr and entertaining the hops of ;({ﬁi’yé’ beholdihg
the Facs of the Blessad Perfection he left overything and went to
Acca. After attalning to the suprems desire of his heart he made
Acca his final home and tried to do something. TLittle by little the
eagerness to serve the Cause, his longing to devote his whole time
to the movement was demonstrated and Baha'c'llah from time to time
gave him a packet of Tablets to mall to different parts of the
Orisnt. When ths believers all over the world observed that they
racsivad their Tablets through him they commenced to correspond
withi him and send their petitions to him so that he might glys '
tham pergsonally to Abdul Bsgha and Baha'o'llah’ and inteircede for
them, Thus without any cersmonies or formalities Take Menshadi
btscame the most well-known &nd talkad of Bahal. Every one was eager
to receive hlsg letters. It has often beer stated By those believsrs
who are familiar with doth Persian and English writings that Taki
Menshadi and brotherRemey are brothers in caligraphy, only Taki
¥enshadl was an slder brother. Msnshadi's letters are well pro-
served by all the Persiang. Haji ¥iaz tells wme he has 500 of them,
1 rway have Two hundred or mors. These letters are masterpieces of
nawg writing. He had & senge for bare facts and news and he knew

'that no one expected from him philosophizing or the varbogity of

Oriental compliments. He had domne away with all these literary fore
malities of the East. It wag really a radical devarture from the
gstablished rule and many young people seeing the wisdom of his
course followed it afterward. Bvery letter generally copened with a
fsw sentences about ths Master's health and his family. This news

to the Bahal world was considered the most important. Then the
nows of the arrival and departure.of the pillgrimg, their names, the
events of Acca, thegeneral news of ithe progress of the Cause in oth-
ey parts of the world etc, ete. They are “newsy laetiers" in brief.
Aftsr the ascension of Baha'o'llah the activities of the Cause he-
came so manifeld ,the numbers of the bellevers became doubled, the
movement was spread in America mnd Burope and the matfer of cor-
respondence with all these heterogensous eslements becams of the
utnost importance., The Master looked around for an effiglent, ex-
perienced man who ¢ould hold in his hand the helm of the ship of
correspondence and with a cool head and infinite patience direct it
through the tempestuoua sea of difficulties.. In the whole Bahal
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world there was not a more fitting man than Taki Menmshadi and him

he selected for thie. position. Pormany years he worked untiringly,
unceasingly, ever receiving assistance fram the Supreme Concourse,..
In his .early days at Acca and E&it’a‘ hisg house became the general
meeting place for all the Bahais. I will meet you tonight at Mensh
adi's home at such and such an hour® was an oft duoted expression.
The door of his house was opened to every one, Hs welcomed every
pilgrim! He was alweys the firat one to go to the steamers to

greet the newcomers or say farewdll to those who/wers returning to

their homes laden with the spiritual gifts from tho Presence of
M' '119.11. 2

Ha.ji Wiaz saysz- Taki lonahadi was supremely known amongst all -
the Bahals for his fidelity uimpl:loity, loving disposition, truthfu
ness, sincerity and above" a:r.l his flery. zeal to serve everyone with
gentleness, courtesy. d:‘trui‘rmrnlloua patiences His room was
furnished with great. i 1citys: he always sat on the floor, sur-
rounded by a mass of letterss . Bp was often literally buried’in them
He smoked his hubble~bubble all the time and over indulgence in
this finally caused his deazh When Sultan Abdul Hamid sent several
comnlssioners to Acca and the gonditions became intolerable the
Beloved sent Taki Menshadi to Port Said so that from this place he
might carry on his work and §t was here that he passed away serene
and happye ‘Be lived sbout sixty years. The Master was much grieve
ed when he heard the news, and after a while appointed Sayad Assa-
dellah in his stead which. place he has filled with credit to the
Cause ‘and himself, But now I hear that Sayad Assadolleh if going to
leave itomorrow noon for Russia to teach the Causee After the wonden
ful trip through America and Burope he will no doubt be confirmed
to attract many souls to the Abha Kingdom; but we shall miss him
very muck indeeds No doubt the Master before long will a.ppoint
another person to carry.on his work.

This morning I called on the Beloved. Ee had received pack-
ages of letters ,some of them were for me from America. There is
one point which ha.s besn brought before the attention of the Master
of late. It is thiste .In certain Assemblies in America some of
the believers desire to exclude &ll public speaking and confine
the meeting to the reading of Tadblets etc. This positively is not
according to the Bahai plan of teaching the Cause, neither accord-
ing tb the inmstructions of Abdul Baha. To read Tablets , to peruse
the Holy Writings 18‘§§§y f of the aspect of the question, the
other aspect is the delivery of eloquent addresses and fluent
speechss according to the spirit of the Cause. The Master has been
and is always encouraging the .believers TO SPEAK in the meetings. .
This T KNOW is his will. When this morning this subject was again
presented to him in a letter from America he laughed heartily and ax
said:~ °I have written in many:Tablets that the friends MUST speak
in the meetings.. Some of the believers forget this half and push
forward the other halfe which $m:about reading the Tablets etc.

We must encouf'age ths belieyers:-in. public speaking and especially
sncourage those who can.do.gc,. This Cause is proclaimed through
elogGuent, sincera addressss. . We must ynloose the tongue, sprsad

the fragrances.of God,_diffuse the Words of God. We must present

to the public the proofs and evidences of this Cause with a tongue
of fire-~so. that the sculs may be exhilarated, the minds become full -
of twrult and acclamations . With.the Words of Love and Illumination
we must. set the hearts: aglov gith the fire of the Love of God, .enkin.
&le th g he nngdm.» ‘We must . ox:plain the
Teachings - ora:l.l :80° tha.t;w __ m‘ mﬁrts;uy ‘become like unto the pure
fountaina,. the invisibl ¢ Lnxpirsl

L ks kb S pm

ions may. descend, .the Bounties of -
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The Holy Spirit may be revealed, the rays of the Sun of Reality may
shine, the Breezes of the. Paradise of Abha meay waft and the Glad-
Tidings -of the Kingdom of Abha may beé announOGd.

Then he revealed a Tablet on this subject and may revesl others
before longi=

"Thou hast written concerning the spiritual meeting, The
spiritual meeting must be in the utmost stats of ecstasy and tumult.
The supplication must be perused. The Tablets and verses be read,
slogquent SPENCHES be DELIVZERED, Divine proofs be explained, the
audience be encouraged and 1nc;ted to enter the Klngdom of God,
the news received from different parts be read and in the end they
may read collectively (@nsemble) a supplication."

This is only an outllne of how the meetlngs ought to be cén-
ducted, according to the desire of the Beloved. As regards music, it
entlrely depends upon the wish ¢f the Assembly, the Mast 4r has

repeatedly said, If they like to have music and singing they can
J’laVe bOth.

Anmad.



_Port 8aid, Egypt. July 10th, 1913.

Dear Friends.

~ Qur travelling companion our fellow worker, Sayad Assadollah Gemi,
who has been with Baha'o'llah and the ¥aster ever so many years and
travelled with the latter in America and Europe, left today for Caucasus
to teach the Cause. We will mise him terribly., He has been like a fath-
er to, us during all our wanderings, and although Mirza Mahmoud wrote
the official report of® ‘the trip of the Beloved, yet Sayad Assadollah
correspondé with ever so many small assemblies in all parts of the East,
which would never receive any direct news were he not travelling with -
us. Now detached from all save .GOD, alone at the age of 76 he faces
the world, and carrying in nis hand the Ideal banner of the Cause he
leaves Port Said with a firm confidence and trust in Abdul Bsha.

After the ascension of Baha'o'llah, he made a trip through Persia
taught many souls and was bitterly persecuted for his glorious faith.
Last night and this morning he went to the Supreme Commander and no
doubt received his orders and the heavenly benediction, and today at
one o'zclock we were all gathered at the station bidding nim farewell .
He goes first to Alexandria, to meet Mirza Abul Pazl, and then taking
a ship will sail for Constantinople,

I can candidly confess that nothing has so deeply touched me in
my whole Bahail career as the heavenly resolution of this old man to go
alone into the world and teach the Cause. He himself went to the Mas-
ter and implored Him to give him permission. "I have seen everything.
I have heard Thy glories proclaimed from the pulpits and platforms’, I
heove seen wondarous scenes of the Majesty of our Lord . I have heark-
ened to Thy golden words falling from Thy golden lips., My Lord®! My
cup is full to overflowing. I am an old man; I wonder whether I can
accomplish anything in Thy Cause; but I supplicate Thee to,let me go.

I can contain myself no longer. I do not like to die on the couch of
rest, but I love to die in the thick of the fight-- in the battle field.
1 love to die as a soldier, fighting the good fight to the very last
moment and not as a retired private.* And so ne goes! With these super
human . examples of deeds and self sacrifice, does anybody wonder why
this Cause has such a stupendous power? All thes 2 people in America’
and Burope who have met our dear brother Sayad Assadollah loved him

and I knew from the depths of their hearts they will pray for him that
the Lord may keep him and protect him many years longer for the ser-
vice of His Cause and ab a witness to His Power . My beloved Sayad
Assadollah, farewell! Thou hast ever been a loving companion, and a
faithful attendant to our Beloved! Thy cheerful face and disposition
shall never be forgotten! Thy memory shall shine in our inmost hearis
a8 a shining start Thy faith will be a glorious example to all the
younger generations! During all the years of thy life thou hast{ Berved
thy God to the beet of thy ability! Thou hast suffered and accepted
much persecution in the Path ¢f Baha! And now although a veteran of
many wars thou art again in the rank of the active soldiers and art
entering on a new campaign! Fare thee welll

For a few minutes we were privileged to sese the Master in the
morning, He said the weather in Port Said has not agreed with Him,

and He expects to go tomorrow to lsmaelieh, a town of about one hour
l continued
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and fifteen minutes from thie City . He is going there for two or three
days, and if everything is all right He will send for us. Ahmad Yazdi
and Khrost¥o will accompany..

In the afternoon Mirza Abul Gasim Isfahahl and Mirza Mohammed two
merchant Bahais from Caire, arrived with their wives to see the Masier.
With them I went into the Holy Presence. He was dressed in spotless
white and looked very beautiful. A large. envelope contained the poems
of Mr., Frank K. Moxey, of 575 Riverside Drive, New York City had just
been received, The Master gave them to me $0 read. After looking over
the titles of the poems, I told Him about them. He asked me then to
translate the poem on the Bab, which I did immediately. He was most
pleased wibh it, and praised it very highly. Mr. Moxey has a wonderful
talent in poetry, and his lines are very eloduent and inspiraticnal.

I hope he will continue composing these wonderful ideals and soul stirr-
ing poetry. I am glad that Mr. Moxey is inspired by our Beloved in thie
hecavenly work.

Then the Mas ter took from the table the Star of the West No. 5,and
showed to &ll those who were present the photograph of the Mashrak- el
Azkar convention in New York City. 'Look at this photograph, ahd wonder
at the penetrative influence of the Bahai Cause?" He said. He ex-
pressed the hope that the Star of the West will little by little widen
it8 field of labor and become a power for good in the Cause and in hu-
nan:jtarian activities., The Persian scction is eagerly read by all the
Bahais . :

Then He spoke about the arducus trip of America:- "The confirmation
and assiatance of the Blessed Perfection ware my companions®; otherwise
this Dbody could never stand all the difficulties of the voyage. I do
not feel well, yet I work, I travel, I go there, I am here, I do not
give any importance to my body. The wisdom of this ie that the believers
may see with their own eyes that I overlook haxehips, vicissitudes,sick-
ness and trouble, so that the Cause may be spread. Except the diffusion
of the Fragrances of God, I desire nothing. Uy hope is to teach the
Cause, to proclaim the Glad Tidings of the appearance of the Xingdom of
Avhe and to advance the Case of internationsl peace and human brotherkood

- G e s e -



Port Seid,Bgypt.
July II, 13813,
Dear Friends: -

inowing that the Beloved is leaving to-day for the City of Is~
malieh we oalled on Him sbout 6:30¢ A.M., The train leeves &t eight,
s0 we had ample time to have our last meeting. There were peveral
pilgrims just arrived, To these He expressed His regret in leaving
them today but the weather being extremely hot He oonld not bear it
any lomger. He will stay there two or three days. If the weather
agrees with Him He will rent & house and send for us, if not He widl
then return and go either to Llexshdria or Ramleh., He spoke mbout the
innumerahle meetings He attended in Americs and how everyone wes
spirituel, divine, heavenly &nd overflowing with attraction; how
the believers are ever striving upward; how the paeans of their glad
preises ere raised to the Bupreme Concourse; how they Are even s8triv-
ing upward; how they are making a grest effort in the spiritualiza-
tion of mankind; how they are the servants of the oneness of the
world of humenity, the promoters of Unlversal Peace and the standard
besrers of the spiritual brotherhood of msn, Then He told them sbout
Fred Mortensen, & young Bahei from Minneapolis who was s0 anxious
to meet the Master that he risked his life by concealing himself
under the train till he reached Creen Aore, "He was & good younfmen
and he met him end his wife again when we passed through that city,
Such events could not heppen by the effort of any human being dut
they are the confirmations of the Holy Spirit and the marvelous
signs of this Dispensation.”

About 7:45 the carriage was ready and the small satchels of
the Belovod were brought down and after seying" farewell %0 each one
of us, the carriege took Him to the station, £hmad Yazdi and Khogoro in
His compeny.:

We returned home a little sad besause we could not go with Hinm,
but we consocled ourselves that we will again see Him real soon.

A young Parsian Behai by the neme of Ags Jamal arrived yesterday
from Heifa and he will cool for us in our apartment as long as
we ere here, e 1s e tall, quiet man, very willing to serve
and please everybody, Mirza 411 Lkbar, Heji Tiaz end Mirza Pazlol-
lah 1ive in the hotel but for their bosrd and tea they come %o us,

Haji Niag is n 500d conversationalist end knows meny enecdodbs and
stories, ‘Thile I was writing in my room they had clustered around
him on the veranda and He was eneaking to them most interestingly.

At noon we received a telephone message from Ammad Yazdi that the
Master hed arrived sefely sand is now in the hotel Vasta or Vesetesh,
He is pleesed with the place and is well,

In the afternoon we were ggain gathered in the versandsa drinking
tea and telking sbout the Cquse., Haji Niaz telling sbout his meetings
with Professor Browne when he wge in Egypt and how he was invited
to the house of XKhorassani where all day one of the Bghal teachers
carried on an argunent with him, disouso&ng the Casuse, bes8d upon
the rational and sariptursl proofe.

Instead of continuing to write about what we did I will trenslate
herein a few extracts from recent Tablets: .- )

On Abdul Beha's trip to America}—

"Less then a year Abduwl Behe raised the ory of "Ya Bsha El Abha!
from His heart and soul ss Ho crogsed the mountsains and deserts of
that Continent and in Churches and meetings He imparted the Glad.
Tidings of the appearance of the Kingdom of God, ¥ith & resonmh$
voice He &nnounced the dawn of the 8un of Reality and explained
divine proofs and evidences, With & heart and spirit overflowing
with the Love of God He raised the New Wonderful Melody. Undoubted-
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ly it will have great effeot. GConsider thet the soul mparting Melody

of His Holiness Christ..may my life be & sacrifice to Him-- becams
effective and world conguering after thrce hundred years but in a short
speos of time the Melody of the Kingdom of Abha stirred into cheer-
fulnegs the Xest and the West!l"

The future of the Cause in Stutigart,

"I hope that the Ensigns of Signs may hecome unpraised in Stutt-
gort; the FPire of the Love of God be 80 enkindled as to set aglow
£ll those parts and each one of these bleesed souls mey become like
& bright candle ghedding the light of guidanse in every direction,

On the Power of the Cause. .

"The Gled-Tidinge of the Kingdom of Abhe is effective over the
hard stone and resusoitates the drled bones. Like unto the dewn-
pouring of the vernal shower it causes the groth of roses and hya-
einthg, jesmines and jonguils out of the black soil! Although the
inhebitants of this city are submerged in the sea of materialism
and max{s talke sometime before they sre swakened yet the Melody of
the Kingdom of Abha shall finally quicken them; the cup of the Love
of God will become full to overflowing, impart a wonderful exhilsa.
retion and allay the thirst of the thirsty onest"

Ahmad Sohrah,



Diary of Mirza Almad Sohrab.

Dear Friends:

One of the bellevers, Hirza Abul Gazlm Esphahani, ocoming from
Cairo a few days ago, brought with him a package belonging to Seyed
Assadollah., This package contained amongst other things three pre-
cious volumns of Tablets Trom the pem of Abdul Baha, They are copies
of very old Tahlets, some of them addressed to the old believers in
America, Herein I will tramslate a few, The following may have

been revealed to ome of the America Assemblies, and may be sixteen
years old. _

BEE I8 BEHL AB!_IA A 4
6 ye friends of the Blessed Perfection}

This century is the cemtury of attraction} This Oyele is the
Cycle of His Highness the Lord of Hosts! The East and the West are
in commotion and xsmwskskkw acolamation and the North and the South
in ecstacy and tusult, The world is progressing with marvelous ac-~
celaration and the realm of existence is growing and developing wikh
an eternmal velocity and at geometric ratio. Mankind like unto a
suckling babe is being trained in the Arus of Providence, and human~
ity like unto a newly planted tree in the ground of the world is wax~
ing in stature and size, becoming more beantiful and lovely through
the downpour of the rain of Grace, The greater the exertion the
more the descent of the Divine Bestowal. The more we asoend heaven~

ward the greater will be the realization of universal progress from
all directions,

Therefore, 0 ye friends of #R the Ancient Beauty and 0 ye be~
loved enes of the Most Great Name] make ye an effort, so that in all
the grades of human existence, whether spiritual or material, ye
may make extraordinary advamcement. The llercy and Favor of His
Highness the ONE is with us}

(Signed) Abdul Baha Abbas,

A va e et it

Here 18 another Tablet whioh was revealed probably thirteen
years age to lrs. Goodall, the contents of which show how the Mas-
ter's prayers are fulfilled in her behalf:w

0 thou" spiritual pearl, and leaf stirred by the wafting of the Breeze
of GODs :

Yerily, with a heart overflowling with love and affection, I
perused thy letter, whieh was an eloquent expression of thy praise
for the Love of GOD, thy firmmess in thke Covenant of GOD, thy glad-
ness through the Fragrances of GOD and thy great exertion ir the
guidance of the servants of GOD.

Verily I supplicate to GOD to confirm thee with the breaths of
the Spirit, to dilate thy breast with the zephyra wafting from the

direction of the Paradise of ABHA and to suffer thee to become a



light from which radiates the rays of supplication, invoocation and
prayer toward the Kiamgdom of GOD; so that thou mayest become the

cause of the awakenming, mindfulness and quickeming of the servants
and the maldservants of GOD, to give them to drink the wine of

knowledge and to summon them to the Kingdom of the ilerciful with
evidences and proofs.

R e e T v s

I may close this day by the tramslation of another wonderful
Tablets=

HE IS EL ABHA |

0 ye real friends}

This QBay is the Day of the glorious bounties of the Imvisible
Zingdom of ABHA and the tummltuous waving of the seas of the inex-
naustible Bestowals of the Supreme Commbemamoe}] The rays of His
Effulgences have dawned from all dAlreotions, and the dbreezes of His
Generosity and Compassion are wafting from all parts, The Doors of
His Xingdom are flung wide and the verses ol His Ommipotence are
spread abroad. His ancient Grace like a mighty torremt is flowingk
with great impetuomsity and His Manifest Light is apparent from
the horizon of CGertalmty like umto a shining moon, But these ser-
vants must appreciate the value of this Eminent Grace and consider
this Sublime Generosity as the Most Great Bounty, so that we may
become of its signs and be 1llumined with its rays. Vhem the ver~
nal showers descend upon the good and pure soll, flowers and Hya~

cinths will grow therein and the earth will become the delectable
Paradise,

et ot et b e

Hot having heard anything directly from the Master till late
in the afternoon, we sent a telegram in the name of all the friends
ingquiring about the health of the Beloved, and after an hour the
answer came back by Ahmad Yazdi that the Master is feeling well and
enjoys the weather,

¥Mrs, Stannard is back in Port Said, and may stay several days,
¥e had a pleasant comversationm about the progress of the Cause in
Germany and England., The Master may send her to India, She is an
active, energetic worker and mo doubt she will be able to spread
the Cause very effectively.

Imagine how terribly hot the weather is in Cairo that she came
to Port Sald for her vacation and rest. 8he says the summer of
Cairo is nnbearable,

The nights are iery'beantiful and the moon shines and the stams
gleam in their unusual splendor.

Ahmad,

T - e ) I



Port Said, Bgypt, July 14, 1913,
Dear Priends:

The European part of Port Saild is decorated with thousands of
Japanese lanterns, the Fronch flag is seen overywhere and it seems
today everybody is ocelébrating the National Feast of the Republic
of France. After sumset the principal avemues, the French @Gonsul~
ate, French banks, firmms and bulldings are lighted up by the magical
power of electricity. The arvrenue in which the Eastern Exchange,
Continental and Casino Palace Hotel are built, is a rdot of music,
promenaders,~ Arabs, Grecks, Italiams, Eunglish, Germans, and what-
note Everybody is out to have a good time and see the sights, The
avenue from one end to another is wired and a roof of Japanese Lanw
terns 1s constructed, The trees bear many such lumimous fruits,
During the day there has been many public fimctions and receptions
in the Comsulate, The Govermments home, the Canals Gompany‘'s head~
guarters, of which we kmow practically mothing, Last night there
was a grand ball im the Casino Palace Hotel, which they say was a
great success. About eight o%elook we left home and arrived at the
Hunicipal Park. The Cas Palace Hotel is so bullt that it fronts
the Medlterranean and on the other side it faces the Park. 4nd it
was indeed & glorious sight to see thousands of Arshs,» men, women
and childrem » who had come to wee what wonders themse "strangers"
have wrought! The weather was cool and a mice brisk breeze was
wafting from the sea. The heaven was beautifully olear, and the
soft, sllvery rays of the Queen of Night streamed down upon & prew
cocupied populace, The searchlight placed on high to guide the
ships lnto the harbor, revolved round and roumd, sending its power-
ful rays into the remote distance of the sea, Promptly at unine
o'clock a cannon boomed forth, and the display of fireworks was
started., More than twenty coal barges were tied together on the
sea; the people crowded near the harbor. The fireworks were on th
these barges, and hundreds of rockets ascended to the sky, . there to
display many colors, They had arranged some stramge, fantastic
fireworks on the water, running hither and thither like lizards.
For an hour and a half the display of pyrotechnics contimued, dis-
playing all the ordginal devices and magical works that a French
mind can invent, As soen as the fireworks stabted, three fair
sized ships, 1llumined from top to bottom, came into view from the
other side of the Port. These ships were followed by more than a
hundred boats, in an erderly, long line, all brilliantly lighted
with eleotriolty, It was really a very imposing, maval procession,
mosy falry-like, picturesque and beautiful, Besides the boats,
there were sereral hundred others, belongimg to merry«makers afloat
on the calm sea. Now and then the air would waft to our ears the
sweet notes of a mandolin or violim, It was halfepast eleven when
we returned home, very tired and wearied in body and limbs, requir-
ing immediate rest,

This morning Almad Yazdl returnmed from Iamaelich and ¥rought
the good news of the Beloved, The first two days He did mot feel
well, and had fever, but sinoce then He has been feeling wall and
resting, While there He met am old friend of His, who is a famous
doctor, and he prescribed a regime of rest and dieting, to be fol~
loved strictly. The Master has sald that He will stay there a week;
but if the weather agrees with Him, He will send for the rest; ifm



not, He will returnh and then may go to Ramleh, Ahmad Yazdl says the
weather in Ismaelieh was hotter, but mot humid. The Master sent for
Mirza Fazl'allah and Mirza Moneer to go to Him as soon as possible,
They left at seven o'cloock 0, j. amd would be in Ismaelich at 8.15
P. Mo~ '

Yesterday 1 tramslated some Teblets from the manuseript books
of Seyed Assadollah, Todsy I will translate amother Tadlet to
another 0ld American Bahal,

0 thou who art attracted dy the Lights shimg from the Kingdom of GOD!

Verily I read elogquent and wonderful epistle, expressing
thine exocessive Joy ugh the Divime Glad Tidimgs, refleocting the
susceptibilities of thy comsclousmess amd thy spiritasl emotions
through the Bestowale of Bis Majesty the Lord of mankind, Bleased
art thou for this Boumtyl Gladmess Be unte thee for $his girtl
Rejoiocing be unto thee for this confirmation] Happiness be unto
thee for this Assistamoe] Rre long thou shalt behold with thp eyes
of beatitude the signs of sutcess and prosperit agoount of thy
firumess in the Love of GOD, thy steadfastness in the Covenant of
GOD, thy superlative sttm%:lon to 80D, thy unwaveriag perseverance
in the diffusion of the Fragramces .of 0D and thy source of joyous~-
ness through the Glad Tidings of GOD

Emow thou,verily, I say umte thee that the comditions of this
mortal world, eveam if it Be the kingship of the whole expanse of
this globe, 1s ephemeral, It is am 1llusion, It is ended in noth=
ing; neither does it cortaim any results, Nor in the estimation
of GOD 18 1t squal to the wing of a mosquito. Where are the Kings
and the Queens? Where are the palaces and thelir mistresses? Where
are the imperial thromes amd jeveled crowms? Where are the mighty
rulers of Persla, Greece and Rome? Verily, their paleces are in
ruins, their thromes destroyed and their crowna throwm to the dust.
But any ome of the maldservamts of 60D who arose in the diffusioa
of the Fragramees of 60D, servimg the Kingdom of G0N, sumoning the
people to the Word of 40D, etermally her sigms are widely spread and
handed down through cemturies and cyoles, her dawm 13 ever luminous,
her star always shining, jor flag oont:lnially flying, her station
divinely glorified, her crown scimtillating, her message living, her
fame lmmortal, her voice resomate, her spirdt in the apex of the
Kingdom and her effulgemce im the horlzeam of the Realm of Wight.

I beg of GOD to make thee ome of these maldservants,*

[P



Port Said, Bgypt, July 15th, 1913,

Dear Friends:

In the notes of our brother, Mirza Mahmoud, I find a glorious
messaege to the Unitariens of America, which I am sure was not transleted
at the time., It is the second day of the Beloved's departure from Alex~
andria for America, on March 26th or 27th, 1912, An Americsn woman sx-
pressed her interest in the Cause, saying that she is a Unitarian asnd re-

questing the Master t0 send & message to them in the United States, Then
our LORD ubtered the following words: '

"Gouvey to the Unitarians my leving greetings and say: The
most exalted aim in fhis creafionsal world is the prometion of the Love
of God and the establishment of geed fellewship and unity swmoung the peo~

ple. This is the signal distinetion between man and animal. When thou
reachest America, announce to the Unitarians:

"Glad Pidings! Glad Tidingsi

The Sun of Universsl ILove hath
davwned.

"Glad Tidings! Glad Tidings! The Benquet of friendship end
divine sssociation is sprsad.

"Glad Tidings! Glad Tiddngsl The

Banner of the Kingdom of
God is unfurledl .

"Glad Tidings! &lsd Tidings]l The Heavenly Spring hsath
appeared!

"Glad Tidings} Glad Tidings! The Cloud of Spiritual Brace
ig poring downl A

"Glad Pidings! Glad Tidings! The Trees of the Orcherd of
humanity are verdant and sbleom!

"Glad Tidings! Glad Tidings! The Hereld of the Kingdom hath
become manifest] : .

"Glad Pidings! Glad Tidings! The prophecies of the Holy Books
have become fulfilled!

"Glad Tidingsl Glad Tidings! The

age of Human Protherhood is
dawning upon mankind. :

"Gled Maings} Glad Pidings! The Century of Light and
Universel Peace hath come!l -

As 1 read these vivifying words it seemed to me they are & very
significant prelude to the enthusiastic reception given o HIM by the
Unitarians of America in’ thelr convention in Boston.

Another very beantiful talk that I way be permitted to trans-

late here is the Beloved's words te Bishop Birch of Kew York, who came to
call upon BIM in the Hotel Ansonia on the sixth day after HIS arrival.
Following the preliminary conversation, HE gaid;
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"Proise be to GOD that stupendous material developments sre
obtained in this country; but maberisl civilization alone does not
saTeguard the progress of & nation; because through material civiliza-
tion dynamite, Krupp guns, projectiles and Mauser rifles are invented;
thus the infermnal instruments ef humen fraticide are mmltiplied and con-
stantly perfected. Therefere, naural civ¥ilization fosters both good
and evil, All this wolfish blleodshed, all this feverish multiplicati on
of military armaments, are the results of materisl civilizetion. When
material civilization joins hans with spiritusl civilization, then it will
be perfect, In former times & wooden bex may have protected your possess-
ions from the thief, bub now the safes with their complicated keys amd
combinations do not dasunt the rebber. Conseguently, just as "goog"
is advanced through material civilization, evil %akes the same pace; un~
less the earthly civilization becomes the hand-maid of hesvenly civiliw
zation, Natural eivilizstien is like unto -the bedy of man. If the body

is mnimated by the spirit, it is alive; otherwise it is a vile corpse which
in the long run will become putrid and decayed."

The Bishop expressed his pleasure and delight to hear the above
words of light. The Master answered:

"I am likewise very grateful to you. Praise be to GOD thab
your churches are free from prejudices. They are not so creed bound as
not to be able to breathe. Many Christian Cjurches in Europe are yet so
extremely dogmatic. But I have already spoken in churches belonging te
your denomination., The congregation consisted of most intelligent people/
This is a great distinetion, Hence I love you with 81l mey heart and soul.
My chief aim is to remove the present misunderstanding between the nations
of the East and the West; so thet we may express cordial love towsrd esach
other and promote the essentisls of the Hedvenly Civilization. I hope
that such a confirmation may be vouchsafed us, 80 that we may become united!

 The Bighop said: "Up te this time no one has come from the Rast
to the West with sueh power, such lucid teachings and such an exalted aim.
Therefore I am very grateful to you and most pleesed t¢o have met you."

The third contribution for to-day is going to be part of a
touching Tablet revealed by the Beloved to & friend in Acea, on fthe
fourth of the month., HE said, in part:

"Truly I say, the supreme desire of my hesrt and soul is to be
prosent ot the Court of Bahale'Llah, geo that I mey perfume my face and
my locks with the dust of the Holy Threshold. It is now three years
that Abdul Baha hath been deprived of this Favor, and hath remained too
far to become the raecipient of the dawning lights of the Brilliant Spot.
Day and night there has been remorse and regret. It is hoped from His
Highness, the Desired One that {this week body, which hag come to the
verge of complete disintegration through the effects of this long journsy,
before the cegsgsation of breeth, may become so assisted o3 to throw life
itself upon the dust of the Hoity Threshold, attain to a new life, illu-
mine HIS eyes, transforming His Heart and apirit into the rose-garden

and the meadows, then starting on HUS journey to the Abode of the Friend
and hestening from this world to smother world."
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In = Tablet revealed on the same day to Mirza Ali Akbar, HE
gsays about Germany:

"In short Germsny shall become illumined; because the inhab-
itants are religious snd not submerged in the sea of meterislism. Those
souls who travel slong the path of nature asre like unto the dead people;
the Breath of Life does not have any effect upon them, Praise be to GOD
that you have become assisted in service, and the csndle of Guidance you
mede menifest to the eyes of all, It is hoped that most weighty results
may become apperent. The German believers are in the utmost enkindle-

ment, firm end steadfast in the Cause of GOD; therefore their influence
will be very greet.™

To-day & letter was received from Mirza Moneer from Ismaelieh,
giving the news of the well being of thes Master and telling us that soon

He mey call us to HIMSELF, HE is looking for a house lerge enough to
accomodate usall,

In the morning we called on Ahmad Yazdi in his store, In the
efternnon Madame Stannard called on us and we talked a great deal bout
the probebility of the Beloved's trip to India. She has lived in
India for a long time, and is thoroughly familiar with the situation.

A Tew XTetters from America geve us cheer and joy. Thus

through the golden chain of correspondence the hearts are united, even
if the sea's snd lands spparate them.

-=Finig=-
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[store to hear any news or recelve any letters coming in, For lunch after-
wards we have bread, cheese, canteloupe ar waternelon, and if not thase,

work, At four we
*abgousht", or Persian soup, Our friends take a nap.

wave tea,at six we go out and take a walk and breathe the fresh air’

L, or call on Madame Stannard at the Eastern Exchange Hotel, Generklly
we are back by eight, Between nine and ten we have our supper, sometimes
rice or meat, etc., Then we sit on the veranda for half an hour to an howr
talking about the Cause, enjoying the perfect moonlight or coming in the
room to work again-until II or I2 o'clock, after which time we retire.
This is the program of our life for the present. A great contrast to the
strenuousactivities of the West, From behind these scences there rises

higher and higher the stature of spiritual happiness which is necessary

for the progress of the individual,

This morning Mirza Fazl'o Llah returned from Ismaelieh with a
rackage of Tablets from the Beloved for me, to be translated; On the en-
velope the Master had written with HIS own hand: "Transiate these Tablets
soon, We are thinking of renting a house; Ag goon ae it 1s prepared we
will send for you without delaf,“ This news danced before my eyes, and
I grabhed the Tablets to translate them "soon", Our happiness was com-
rlete when Mirza A1l Akbar brought the news that we have permission to go
to Ismailieh tomorrow, just for the day, and return by night. The glad
news of meeting the Master gave us a new vigor, and all day and night we
walked. upon the elouds of joy and happiness, Mirza Fasl'ollah has re=-

celved permission to leave for Persia tomorrow,

The following ie the translation of a Tablet revealed for the
Persian believers on July 4th, which may be of interest,
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HE IS GOD!

0 ye friends of Abdul Baha !

Material friendship is not permanent; for every kind of love
wnich is not purely for_,the:;,;sﬁgl_cg,:pf_\‘GOD is ended in -h’a.tred‘., Amity which
is not for the sake of th& Lord.ochangeth. into. pgmity.. But, the divine
friends are the fa.ith.fu:_l..,_:pgeg;_:.:.‘they are the consolation of. 'thg heart and
the peace of my apirit.._ Theyfa.r.j,e"ap:lrifcﬂ o;;nbodiedf,q.ove personified,
sincerity 1ncarna§9d,_;oya;} :_t“l’:.__i:.__g;_ids and Btamoh.ibvelrsl.' Therefore they

are the cause of the happiness.of the heart and the goul,

During this long 'joﬁrﬁejr, ‘whenever the memory of the friends
croesed my mind, the hé.rld'shipg;;‘rgi'e""'fo;"'g'dttén;"an inconceivable joy realw
ized and the vicissitudes a;ri&}'thém iﬂé‘ﬁnvéhiéhces transforméd into come
posure and tranquillity, “Then I supplieated toward the Kingdom of Giory,
saying: Y0 thou Kind Beiofed‘l ““Be ‘thou the Associate of the hearts ana ¥
souls of the friends; at every momeni’ gend them the dews from the sea of
Thy Bestowals;. at. 9téry :_lgog;;dieﬁm_i;a,:atg 'them with 2 new wine and cause
them to be intoxicated withthy Cup; e0, that they may take the Divine
Goblet in their hands, give the cholce wine to the seekers and confer the
exhilaration of the wine of "Am I not your LORD?"upon the wooers!

In shorté__.dur;lngI: this. trip you were all with me and were vigi-

-i€¢ before my sight, During this wandering and travelling, the melody of
the Divine Bird reached io.the apex of Heaven, and the cry of. "Ya Baha el

Abhal- was heard of the people of the worid. Now it is the turn of the
believers of GOD; f£or me %0 be silent and for you to be singing, full
of acolamation and joy; ®o that you may awaken those Who are heedless,

.. (Bigned). Abaul Baha Abbas.

. L) - a) . e Y . “
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HE IS GOD!

O ye friends of Abdul Baha !

Material friendship is not permanent; for every kind of love
which is not purely for the sake of GOD is endéd in hatrea'. Amity which
is not for the sake of the Lord changeth Into enmity., But the divine
friends are the falthful ones; they are the consolation of the heart and
the peace of my spirit, They are spirit embodled, love personified,
sincerity incarnated, loyal friends and staunch 1overs.. Therefore they

are the cauge of the happiness of the heart and the soul,

During thia long journey, whenever the memory of the friends
crogsed my mind, the hardships were forgotten, an inconceivadle joy realw-
ized and the vicissitudes and the inconveniences transformed into conm-
posure and tranqu:l].litsf. Then I supplicated toward the XKingdom of Glory,
saying: "0 thou Kind Be].ovetﬁ Be thou the Agsociate of the hearts and ¥¥
gouls of the friends; at every moment send them the dews from the sea of.
Thy Bestowals; at every second exhilarate them with 2 new wine and cause
them to be intoxicated with Bhy Cup; so that they may take the Divine
Goblet in their hands, give the cholce wine to the seekers and confer the
exhilaration of the wine of "Am I not your LOED?"upon the wooers!

In short, during this trip you were all with me and were vigiw.
.ie before nmy sight, During this wandering and travelling, the melody of
the Divine Bird reaoched to the apex of Heaven, and the cry of "Ya Baha el
Abhal~ was heard of the people of the world, Now it is the turn of the

believers of GOD; for me to be egilent and for you to be singing, full
of accolamation and joy; so that you may awaken those who &re heedless,

(Signed) Abdul Beha Abbas.
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Port Saeld, Egypt, July 17, 1913,

Desr Priends:

To start this day with thanksgiving on my lips snd
in my heart, I shall transiate 2 Tablet revealed by {the Master
mony years ago to the Persian believers. It is out of one of
the three books of Sayed Asssdollah:

HE IS GObl,

I praise thee, 0 Thou Remover of sorrows, Overlooker
of taults, Rejolcer of heerts and the Illuminator of faces!
Verily, these are evidences to the Manifestation of Thy Skngle-
nesa, beloved ones at the door of Thy Onensess, worthies among
tncy people, neble ones amoggst thy oreattres and righteous
ones in the congregation of Thy servants, Verily Thou hast
c¢hooen them for the ssake of Thy Love, elected them for Thy Enow-
ledge, appointed them as the custodians of Thy Mysteries and
txaled) exalted them above all Thy other servants under all
circunstances snd conditions!

0 Lord! O Lexd! Iliumine their eyes by bekolding Thy
lights, refine their comgelences by the appeasrance of Thy Mys-
teries, and enlighten their hearts by the traces of Thy Names!
Suffer them t0 become the aigns of Thy Unity, the banner of
Thy Singleness, the stars of Thy Graces und the csniles of Thy
Assemblsges? so that they may arise to serve Thee and De sleud-

fast in Tay Worship., Vérily, Thou art the Merciful, the Giver,
the Mighty and the Generous!

0 ye kind friends of Abdul Bahal It is night. fTre

impenetrable and inky darkness hath covered all the respgions,

but the hearts of the yearning ones are illumined and enligh~
tened by the rays of the Bestowsk of the Clement. The effulgence

of the Morn of Guidance is menifest smnd clear, and the bril-
lient rays of the SUN of REALITY are diffused thronghont all
the continents. The verses of the divine Hajesty of the Most
Breat Name are read by ,.all the veoples in all tongues, and
through utterances the evidences are preofs of the Blegsad
Perfection are explained znd demonstrated., The melodg of holi=-
ness agconds to the sphnere of ether and the mongs of the moatl
eminont Guidsance confer life, and the gweot Tragranced of the
Psredise of ABHA have perfumed this world snd the World beyond.

Bothwithstanding this effulgence and this diffusion
of the rose-garden of the Covenant, innumersble souls ars yet
a¥flicted with the sleep of negligence. The eyes are veiled
andi the nostrils do not inhale the fragrant perfume. Waet =
negligenes is thia! “hat an inedverfance is this! Vhat an
ignorance is this! and what a heedlesness is this! Verily

thig is the condiltion of the deprived ones in thl ¥out Great
Dispensation.

But as regerds you; turn your faces toward the Kiang-
dom of ABHA and join your voices in santhens of thanksziving
and praige, that pralse be to GOD,the Jun of Unity hath so
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illumined the hearts of the righteous ones sz to cause them to
bacome the envy of the dawning~places of lights. This is
nsught exceopt through HIS all-oomprehoendirng Meroy amd spscisl
Favor. 1Itg source ig: "He chooseth for His Gracs whomsaever
Je willeth" end its mainspring is: "2his is Through the Boundy
of your lord, He beatowsth on vwhomgoever HZ desireth.”

Thevel ore appresclate the value of thiw Hout Grend
Sestowal, ineffable Grace, manifest PFavor and Bounty unte all
the inhabitants of the world, so thet through this sporeciation
and fhankfulness the Merey of the Peerless Lord be ivecreasesd,
the Ancient Grace be rovealed in the hearts end soulsg sné the

epirit?al oufpouring be voushmafod. Upon ye be greecting and
nraiic,

(Signed) Abdnl Baba Abbas,

Hith the expectation of lemving todsay Tor Ismalieh
we arose very early, At 8 ofelock the traln left the station,
There were seweral other Bahais with us, who expected to step
over ot Ismnlieh with thelr wives and ohildrea, mcet the lsstor
snd then continue thelr journey to Calro. All along fhe roud
the mighty Canal joining the ¥wo geas was visible and now
aad then greet ships passed before ouvr oyes. On the other tand,
the berrsn desert sand with himrdly any vegetation. We wlso
vagged by a greal salt lake, the whitenoss of which dazzled
the eyes in the light of the sun. The traln stopwed st weuy
gtations, emptying end filliing with passeagers cud freight. By
10 o'eclock we reached Ismailieh, IT has =z cleoen and small upe
to=date atation. As it 18 prectically an BEuropean town, it
is the cleanest town in Egypt. It hags ofcourse, au Areb
quartsr, but in comparison with other Arab quarﬁers I havs seen
1% is guite cleen. JYsmailieh i8 a new town. A8 soon as We
raeched the station, we hastened to the hotel of J. Basta, which
is guite near by, The first persons we met were Mirzs NHonear
and Xhosro, who are fortunale bhese blesscd fays to be with Fhe
Hagter. One of them conducted us fo room 13, where the Beloved
wag liviag., A8 we were permitted to enter we found Him in bved
in & weakened oondition. He welcomed us znd enyuired adoutb
sur nealth, Ome of us had brought o poakage of letters, which
wis delivered to HIM after & fow minutes, TFor s while HE roead
them, There was & letter from Miss Boylan announeing tho sad
aews of the death of her mother; another from Indis welcoming
HIM do Sgypt end inviting HIN agein to visit fhat country,

There were many more letters and cublegrems which for fhe
nyegent woere laf"c waresd,



He ralised Himgelf and sat up in bed, IHeo complained
of the hardness of the cushion, saying: "When I wes in Peris
one 0f the believers brought me a soft cushion and urged wms
to put if under my head, I bocame accusiomed to it, and as
there is nonc in the ho%el my neck hasg pained 21l these
aights., To be the sdavs of ouetom is the worst habit., I
will have none of it! Then I was{gold young, 1 often had
a biriel or a plece of rook s wy plilow and alept soundliyl™

Haji Niaz sald he hed s 90f% cushion with hinm
and asked to be allowed to go out and bring it.

"No, nol! I must got, scenstomed to my natursl ways.
Tais would not do., One mmst never sccustom hinself to anything,
The sbsence of which nmey disturb his comfort.™

Then HI related the atory of Bahalo!llsh's hard
incarcorabion in the Barrack of iCesa.

"imon the two yesrs hod pas3sed”™ He continuned, e
re-iment of soldlers was assizned to icea. QOFf courss thewre
was no other place for them to live oxcept the Barracxs., [hero-
fore they had no othor alternative but to Hurm us out. All
the time there wes en Inn in Acee which was inbabited by
diffeyent people., This Inn became the hospice for the pilgrims
in after yoars. I went to the Ion-keeper sznd said: "As our
aumber 1s large and there ure scveral families in our parby
I Gesire to ront the Iun am 2 whole and if possible the presgent
Inmates noy voeelfe and o elsewhers,™ He gove his consent to
my puggestion, When after s fow days 1 ceme back to drew uw
the paperg and sign the docunments I saw one of the rooms was
Btill inhabited, " Who is this?" I asked. "He is the
Gormend Consul”™ he answered, " He must leazve the promises,
otherwise I will not rent. the place. It is impossible for an
oupgider to live here™, The Inn-ieeper looked at me with
ridicule and contempt, "Ha, hal"™ he leughtd "and they sey
you are & prisoncr! Bah] You ta2lk to me as though you are
my Lord and Master. What do you thimk, Mr. Prisoner, do
von expecet to get en exclusgive pelace in this prison town®
Bot wmuch] Hot mucB! Thig man i3 o German Comsul; I cunnci
drive him out.”™ I told him: "If a prisoner finds a palace
in this prison town, he has indeed aocomplished sowething;
otherwise thore are meny palaces in the oultside world,"
Minelly the German Consul Teft of his own accord and regussied
to come only two hours by day to attend to his officlul duties,
to which proposition we pasented cheerfully. Then we began to
repalr the rooms, Ope of the rooms was Zelt unrepaired, bee
canse our smell fund was exhspabtoed., The rooms then were
assipn:d to varions families and friends, and I choose the 1nat
vne for myself. Thia room was so damp that grass hed growa
ox the wells and the celling and when it rained, fhere wore
seversal cracks in the ceiling which gave free and welcome &N
trence to the rainl
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The floor congiated of humid earth, a breecdsr of fleas., I
had o piece of mot and a long Persion Lfur cost. It wan oy
geak by day aud my coverlet by night., then I covered my-
sel® with it, an srmy of flees hiding in the smbuseaie of the
fur attecked me and tried thelr Yest to dofeat me, but I
defeated thew by turning the coet and covering m,self with
the othoer side. Mor one hour I alept; then the wily, indome
itable fleas found their way again ¥o the inner side. ILvery
aight I had recourse to this manoceuvering cipbt or ten times.
Wothwithstending this, no one may believe me if I say that

I waz Par bappier and more Joyful at thet tiue bhen now, sleep.
ing on thiz fine bedl" :

: To our utter surprise IR informed uvs that HE will
legve today for Remleh, and will stay there for a week. If
the weother agrees with HIM,HE will send for us; if not, ®®
will(return) dend for ua} return to Port Seid end 21l of g
will go togehter to Haifa., Therefore at 2:30 P.M., accom-
panied by Mirzs Moneer und Xharsro, HE Feft for Alexsbdris
and Remleh. The atafion mw-ter was an Luropenn and wahen the
Beloved reached the station & few minutes shead of time, he
condnoted HIM To his private office vo reat, ond when the ,
train come in, he followed WIW very politely to the first elass
wogor. This sign of distinetion wan of course grent enough

in the coyes of the natives and officials of the railway to ex-
cite their wonder and curiosity. Once agnin we Were separated
from the lisater as the frain pulled out of the station, Our
train left for Port Said at half-past nine and therefore we
bhad several hours on our hands, A very tragle thing hapoened:
I% was that one of the Persian Bshais and nis wife forgot in
the station thelr child of too yenbs old., . fzzae Mahmound broke
o geriousnoss by the ludierovs stetemsnt thet ag they had

g0 many chbildren they clasn forzot this onel Howosvar For

the moment we did not know hwat to 4o, until finelly we dea
cided thet Hajli Mounammed Send s telegran to the next station
‘nforming the father of his losa and telling him to wait there
wntil Azziz Effendi brings the ohild. Having attedded to
thig, about five o'eloek we went out sigsht seeing. There is a
veautiful | largs park, lovely buildings, clean avenues and
nloateic 1ights in abundance. T was quite surerised by the
size of the wurt and 1ts larze pines and tress snd flowor-
culture. We zlso saw the Arvsb yunrfer. Whe gosts, the hens,
Gha donkey » wnd obtlisr animals live in the swme voom 1%L bhs
‘raba,-o seaceful family!

¥hen we seb onr feet in Port fuid station, we have
funiliar facus to greet u3 back. Ahmaed Vazdi, Ibrahim Rffenddl,
~ad 4Lgpe Janel, They were of course surpris d to hear that the
mester had left Ismailieh, but ssgid onietly: YHE doeth
whntsoever Hie willethl™

-



Dear Erieﬂdszq

I have no news tedasy, We did not hesyr snything from Ramleh,
and worked until seven o'oloek p. ms Then we paid & call on .adame
Stannard and returned home by way of Ahmad Yazdi's store, le had re-
ceived the little bust of the Haater from Stutigart. r. Herrigal
had been kind enough to send one for Mirza iahmoud and one for Ahmad
Sonrab. It adorns my writing table at pressnt, and is & constant re-
minder of the wonderous personality of the laster and HIS Heavenly
Love. HIB spiritual Face is printed on the tableis of many hearts.
They think of HIM and work for HIM all the time; for HIS spiritual
race is the Love of GOR, the Knawledge of GOD, the Breath of the lioly
Spirit, the Divine Inspiration and the love of all mankind.,

The following 13 a prayer revealed from ithe tongue of the Beloval
many years &8g0.

HE IS THE GLORY AND THE MOST GLORIOUS!
0 GODY O GOD!

Behold Thou the padiant faces made joyous through the lragrances
of the flowers of Thy Kingdom XKL ABHA, and illumined with the Lights
of The Supreme Concoursel! Verily, Thou seest thsat the temples of the
believers are stirred hy the fresh breezes of the Mornings of Bternity

and the heart of the pure ones are attracted by the signes of the Sagred
Mysteries, :

O Lordl Fill for them the cups of joy; enlighten their faces by
the rays emanating from the lamp of diving prosperity; c¢ause them to
hear the sweet songs of the birds of Holiness in the rose~garden of
spiritual success; gladden them by listening to the melodies of the
Doves of Light in the delectable, heavenly fields, and suffer them to
enter into the Paradimse of ABHA, Thy Celestlsl (ardens,

.0 my Lord! @ my Lord! Intoxicate them with the Wine of Know-
ledge; sweeten thelr tastes with the delicacies of prayer in the sarly
morn and eve; gather tiiem together into one congregation; cvonfer up-
on them & shelter; protect them in the Cave of Thy Covenant and . Thy
Testament; shield them from the doubts of the violators and the evil
suggestions of the waverera; make¢ them the mines of knowledge,wisdom
and assurance; cause their feeil to be firm and steadfast in the.
straight pathway sand grant unto them prosperity in whatsoever countiry

gontinued-



July 18th, 1913 continued -l

they call the people to Thy Namel! Verily, Thou art the Lord of the
Cause, and Thou art Powerful to do whatsoever Thou desirethl

{Bigned) Abdul Bahe Abbas

[ FEEEEEN AR ESNNE ENENERENBNNENNXNEN]

Here is another prayery It msy have beern revealed for the American
believers, but I am not surae, ~

HE I8 60D

U Thou Incomparable GOD! fake Thou {these hearts intimate with
Yny dyetery; suffer them to be dstached from the known and the un-
known; ouffer them to drink from the overflowling cup of tie lorn of
nity snd intoxicate them with the wine of "Aw I not your Lord?*

¢ Lord! These servanis are intoxlcated and enamored with Thee.
These longing ones are asttracted and entaralled with Thy BEeauty; They
are the wanderers of Thine Abode; the lovers of Thy Countenance and
tie flock of gazelles of Thy meadow.

C lLord! Ve are wandering in the desert of remoteness and zre
geattered in the walley of deprivation., Gend Thou to us the messen-
ger of PYrovidence and the Angel of Guidance; so that the ¥Fragrancea
of Thine Abode may reach to ¢ur nostrils, the refulgent Light of Thy
Jountenence nay illuminate the "bouse of sorrewsY of these grief
stricken people; the darkaess of night mey ve changed inte the sune
Light of day and ihe thorny places of regret may be trausformed ianto
thf garden af hopes Verily, Thou eri the iighity, the veer, the liear-
er!

O ye believers of GOD! Rejoice in the Most Baminent Bounty of
your Lord! be happy, for the favors of the Glad Tidings of the King
of the Kingdom are unlimfited, Be ye prepared for the dowapouring of
the Cloud of ifercy. Upon ye be the Hestowsals of your Lord, the An-
cieat] Dilaie your breasts, incrcase your fervor, exali your amiie
1ivn, a3ad to your yearsoing and be rejoiced in heart, for GOD nath
c::osen you from asmonget HI8 creatures for the sake of HIB Love, Verily
il is merciful end clement to you.

{Signed) Abdul Baha Abbas.
¥ will bring this déy to & cluse by translating anether Tablet revepsled

to an asmerican belisver ssveral yoars agol.

¢ & > o LRI B A A B A A I A N A A
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U thou gpiritual leaf, verdant and Iresh through thoe dowmpour
of the :ingdom of GUD!

continuade



July 13th, 1913 continued - o=

Verily 1 implore &t the Threshold of C0D, the Mighty, the Power-
ful to illumine thy heart with the lights emanating from the height
of the Kingdom, to csuse thy tongue to speak the praise of the Liv-
ing, Self-Subsistent, EBtfernal Lord snd to suffer thee to become a

shining light with the rays of knowledge, mc that thou mayst enlightes
thoge vept cities and great states.

Verily, verily I say unto thee, the Covenant of GOD and HIS
Testament is the lamp with world-illumlnatiog raye, and from the
Supreme Conrourge it enlightens the horizons of the earth and heaven.

Whosgever gtations himself in front of this Divine Light, his
Tace will become illumined with the ianffest Clory, his speech will
becomne effective in the hearts and spirits and GOD shall reinforce
him with power which penetrates through realities of all things.

Upon ye be EL ABHA,

(gigned) Abdul Baha Abbas



Port Said, Egypt, July I9th, I9I3,

Dear Friends:

Tais morning we received a short note from Mirza Moneer, telling
of the safe arrival of {the Beloved in Ramleh, taking room in the Victoris
Hotel, Bwing to the fatigue of the journey and the recurrence of fever,

HE could not sleep woll in the night. On the way they came across:Seyed .
Jalal, who was going to Ismailieh to meet the Beloved; but the Haster took
hin back to Alexandria.

Toward the evening I called on Madame Stannard. On her part she
read to me a letter just received from Miss Hiscock of New York who has
besn living in Ramleh for two or three years. She says how glad she is
the Heloved 1s there and that Mirza Fazl has already called on HIM, and
she and other friends will avall themselves of the first oppertunity
to 4o the same.

The Master has sent one of the Bshais, Seyed Yahya, to take HIS
daughter, Touba Khanum back 10 Alexandria . The furniture,etc. is also
being forwarded. A house will be rented in Ramleh and in a few days we
will be on our way to join the Oenter of Light. When HE leaves & place
all the different particles which were holding together to all intents
and purposes, are neemingly scattered again; the collective individuzi.
ities will regain their personalities, each person follows his own
inclination, one feels something is lacking, the touchstone of life is
gone, the great social leveller has disappeared. The "I" and "my" stalks
abroad. Yutile convessation and bvack-biting sneak around the corner,
and if encouraged step boldly in the courtyard and the private chamber.
We must ever gaze toward the Sun of Universal Fellowship, otherwise we
will miss the mark,

I wasreading this morning the diary of the laster's voyageon the
steamer Cedric from Alexandria %o New York. Ieaving aside the usual
details and description nof the trip, I have chosen a few selections from
HIS talks with thie tourist or that trageller, which have a general tone
and bearing upon HIS expected errival in America.

It is the third day of the trip. An American, after hearing the
Master's teachlngs on reincarnation, goes to nis cebin and brings for HIM
an idol =s worshipped in China and Japan. Abdul Baha held it in HIS hand
and remarked: "What a vast difference exists between the suuls of mane
kind! One retrogrades tc such a level, so low, as to worsihlp statues
and stony forms which are devoid of spirit and reason, while GOD hath
conferred upon him reason and adorned his shoulders with the mantle of
spiritual attributes! Another soars to such a2 sumit of perfection and
verspicacity as to become the signs of GOD and the Instructor of humanity.
Brahma, Krishna and Budda nevey taught polytheism, They were the Supreme
Teachers of monotheism, like all the other Frophets of GOD; but the
succeeding generations misconstrued their words, and in oxrder to further
their own selfish interests they fabricsted these false doctrines.?

On the gixth day HE said to a number of the passengers;
"All the created phenomena are subject to the lawe of change and trans-
mutation. Youth is followed by o0ld age; & tender plant becomes an old,
decripit tree; dynasties are born, wax strong, reach to the zenith of
glory and then totter to the ground. Likewise, every ¢me.of the world-



religions has been the cause of progress and advancement. in its owm time,
bul now they have become like 0ld, very old trees. Yhey do not yield any
more luscious fruits. Some people persist in the unsegientific belier
sglief: that these very old trees will again become young, push forth leaves
Blossome end fruits. This.is impossible. This age needs a young, vigerous
plant, with world-wide growing capacity. Are you informed of the exist-
ence of suchh &« plant?¥

Cn the eight dayy; Hi 1s speaking to the Persians:
“The Blessed Perfection has uptorn the root of the twee of superstitions
and religious offices. In the past the ambitlious leaders of religions
have been the cause i {the retirogression and Ignorance of a nation,
In this Causs there are nc religilous titles, no ceremonies of ordination,
One is not respected simply because he wears & peculiar dress ox carries
a religlous title, or has innerited it:'Prom the fathers. Nol These are
nes the merks of distinction. On the other hand, those gancitified souls,-
the signs of their divine gsnetity and spirituality become apparent in
the hearts of others. FPeople are unconsciously sitracted to them through
their pure morality, their justice and loving kindness, Nvery one is
drawvn to them through thelr pralsewerthy attributes and pleasing quali-
ties, and zll the faces are illumined by the lights of their virtues
and intesyitys In this movement there is no title to bhe given to anyone;
no See to be inherited by sny person. %The hands of the Cause® are the
hends of truth. Therefore whosovever is the promoter and the servant of
the word of GOV, he is the Hand of Truth. ¥y the *hands of GID certain
definite meanings are connoted. It is not only a verbal expression.
¥nosoever is more humble. in the Cause of GOD, he is more coniirmed, and
whosoever is more evanescent, he is more favored,*
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Port Said, Egypt, July 20th, 1913,

8ze

these are lean days and jrou may ebserveé a scarcity of news as
fa. .s the sayings and doinge of the Beloved are concerned, This is an-
other illustration that nothing really interestg us in these days exocept
the lMaster and HIS movements, A letter devoid ¢f HI8 name and HIS teach-
inge iz not worth resding, HIE heart is the fountain of life out of
which flows eternally the Watar of Truth, Are we not thirsty? HIS une
iversal Teachings are the Divine Food desecending from the exalted jiohlian
- heaven of the Will of G0D, Are we not hungry? HIS utterenoces are the
roses and anemonses of the (arden of Abha, Do we not love fiowers? HIS
words are the brilliant stare of the Firmanent of the Spiritual Glory,
Ars not the stars beautiful? HIS beatiflic Presence inspires confidence,
manhood, loyalty and uprightness. &hould we not characterize ourselves
with these attributes? KIS ideals are the fresh breezes heralding the
approasching dawm of the spring time of human reseneration. Are we not
atirred into gladness, joy and love of 1life? HIS prineiples are the
iridescent rays ¢f the Sun of Reality. Are we not illuminated? HIS 1ife-
work is & glorious eplc, written with a pen of diamonde on the pages of
the heavenly Book, Are we consoious of its supreme inportance? HIS
message 1s the sweet meledy of the Hingdom of ABHA, Do we listen to its
soul~enrapturing straing? HIS pathway is the heavenly way leading the
traveller to the Ultimate Reality, Are wd ready to walk in it? HIS
existence ia the tumultuous sea of the lLove of GOD, Are we willing to
risk our lives on its white waves? HE is the Ark of Balvation, the
Divine Tabernacls, the Holy of Helles, the Bacred Mystery and the em-
bodiment of Divine Life,

This was a day of quiet work and contemplation, and when toward
the evening we walked out and passed by the Fastern Exchange Hotel and
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et our dear friend lirs Btannard, she told ue that B cablegram had been o
received from Mss Getsinger from Naples, that she will arrive in Dort
S8aid on Wedneaday, O course as soon as she lands and finds the Beloved
in Ramleh she will take the train for Alexandris without delay,

Today the ¥rench inhabitants had a gorgeous religlous pracession which
started from their churgh., All the streets through whioh the proceassion
pagsed wore adorned with flags, buntings and japansse lanterns, ¢he
priests were dfessed in their pempous surplices of red, gold and silver;
long 1lines of girls drassed as angels and a long line of choir hoys.

A1l these, ineluding the band of music, was followed by a large image of
¥ary, the mother of Christ, hoelding the child Jesus ia her arms, Of
course thousands of Arabs had left their work and had come to see this
very spectaocular sight of what they call *idol worship”, and not wnders
standing the sacredness of these symboels they peked fun and laughed in
their sleeves,

I shall continue to translate & few moure sayings of the Beloved
on the steamer Cedric,

(RN NNER RN RN NN NN N )

Ninth day: *Pormally it was most diffioult to oross the Atlantie, and wp
10 this time travellers with our aims and intentions have not gone from
Persia to America, There are a few who have gone, but it has been either
for personal affairs or the iranssotion of unimpertant business., One can
therefore say that this is the first journey of the Persians to America,
Our great hope is the Pivine Confirmatfon, through which means all the
dooxreg will be opensd bhefors our faces . cohqunt and glory revolve
around the sarvants of the Blessed Parfection. All the intentions nust
disappear except this wondrous ajim,"

Eleventh day: An American passenger asked HIM: “Why do you go
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-vto America? HE anlmed; I go there through the personal invitation of
the American Peace Socliaties and the urgent appeal of my friends, Begaus®
the objsctsof the Cause are Universal Peace, the ononsss of the world of
humanity and the perfect equality between all mankind, As this century
is the century of light and the oycle of the revelatien of Mysteries, un-
doubtedly these glerisus aims will be fully established and the influence
of this great Cause will ensirols tue East and the v”t‘.'

- Twelfth d&yé At the table the Master spoke about gimple ddot? -~ how nuch -
better it is for ones constitution to eat one or two courses, One of the
American Bahais asked HIM whether HE would net presoribe & simple regine
of dieting for the believers upon RIS arrival in America, HE laughed
hesrtily and aaid; ¥o do not interfere with their material foed , but we
shall give them & simple receipt of spiritusl) foed, This g our work,.*

Sixteenth day: *We siall be only one more day on the gteamer, In reality
ptean 18 & wmarvelous energy, Weres it not for this power how could we
cross the Atlantic Ocean? What & wonderful means of transportation GOD
has prepared for us and how the Blessed Perfection hath confirmed us,
Otherwise what relation is there between America and Persia,®

Seventeenth day. Great skyscrapers are visible in the distance; The Quean
of Liberty upholds hexr light: } the ¥aster walking on the deck, watching
with great interest the ahifiing scenes; hundreds of Beshals are waiching
on the pler, impatiently - HE talks with the Persians: “¥hen we em~
barked on the stemmer in Alexandria no one dreamed that we should reach
se safely America and we should ocTess the Atlantic with such ease.”....
Now the steamer docks in its berth; the Baheis on the pier wave thelr
handkerchiefs and hats; on the deck the desired of all natioms is not
geen, HE is in HIS osbin KE is swrrounded by a number of newspaper men,
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each one havkng @0 many queations, Patiently HE gives interveiws to
each, answers every question and satisfies all. Hers I shall translate
one of the many beautiful intervelws; it is the ashorteat, YWhat are your
aimps” The interviewer asked, *Our aims He answsred, “are universal
peace and the opensess of the world of humanity. Iast year I visited
London and Parls, This year X have come to Americs 1o meet the pacifists
of your country; percvhancs we may find a basls ¢f co-operatiem. It is -
my hope that the American Psace Societies may consolidate their fovoes

- and this, shoulder to shoulder, they may render an effective service:to
numan kind.* “How is Universal Peags to be establizhed?*-*By the
education of the public with the sentiments of peace. Teday the full
realization of Universal Psace is the panacea for every dissase.®

“What are these diseases?” » "One of these diseases is the impoverish~
ment and the penury of the farmers and the middle-class through the un-
bearable burden of war texes, This w#ve of military oraze hap reached

. its height. It ;hal:l. goon regsedd, The income of the farmers and others
i8 taken by the force of a military government and expended foolishly
over useless implements of destruetion. The prospect besomes gloomier
avery year, besause the war budget of every government is being inereaped
without regard to the feverish signs of social unrest and industrial
upheavals. The peopls are sesthing with idess of mowien and agita-
tion, The burden has beoctms too heavy. %The patience of mankind has bhe=
come exhausted, They grosn under this lomd, and they grope in the dark-
ness sesking the 1ight of pesoce and brotherhood, Theilr pitiful cries
agend to the Throme of the Almighpy, Lo} 10) HE has listensd to them;
HE has anaswered thelr prayers, The dawn of ﬁ;:ﬁ. hath appeared; the
HAAEE O PO R R e e prefustons
Weey no more, Tor your lomds will be taken away from you,"
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"This military and navel expenditure is & greai desease , look at the
results ¢f the war betweaen Italy and Turkey how dreadful they are! the
fathers hear the news of the death of thelr sona! The sons are grieved
through the death of their fathers. Hew many peaceful villiages are laid
to wastc! How the wealih of the twe nations is exhausted! The remedy

of this deseass is through Unilversal Peace., This will ensure publio
gecwity, Today that which is the cause of dispersian is war. 1If the
nations enter into a faithful agreement to leave off the war~like preper-
ations at once, they should secure for themselves and their posterity
eternal welfare; they shall became freed from every difficulty, and
international confusion, This end must bpe obtained through the develop=
ment of ‘he intellect and the inculication of pesaceful ideals in all the

ingtitutions of modern civilization,Y

PSP et R OOR EORNLBINAOGRESOSPOORNESY



_ Port Bald , Egypt, July 2I,I9I3
nAg: -

Aside from the deepening impression that the Beloved will stay
in Ramleh and not go to Haifa at present, there is no newﬁ. We axre
anxiously waiting to hear the word of our departure, although we have
rented thie apartmeant for one month, Not only de I miss the glory of
HIS presence, but so much of HIZ wonderful words of light and guidance
are lost, because thefe is no one to report them. The art of diary keep-
ing is comparatively unknown in the East, The believers are not accustomyl,
to it, Por example, during all the years of Baha'O'llah and the Master,
no one ever dreamed of reporting their sayings, I have not sesn a bhook
or a pamphlet blographic in tons and diery like in construction, The Per-
sian pilgrims learned from the West, and whenever they were summoned to
the Prepence of the Beloved, they would beg elther Mirza Mahmoud or my-
self to go with them and repert the Masteds words, We were stenographers

par excellence, and owr services were much in demand, Had the Master

lived in Amerioca for the last forty years, besides, HIS Tablets, there
would have been volumes of memoirs and diaries written by those who would

have been fortunate enough to hear them,

While we were waiting patiently to hear HIS command, we are not
idle, A1l day we are doing our hest to be busy, and marvelous to relate
we have succeeded so far, The calmness and sweeiness of that peace which
passeth understanding flying over our minds and hearts, and in this
temporary seperation from the Beloved we have experlienced that hepe to be
realized by all of ug, Just as the Master hath sacrificed all HIS con-
ditions in life in order to spread the Fragrances of the Paradise of ABH
just as the Spirit of Baha'0O'llah is HIS guardian and Protector, so like
wise we must forget all other thoughts and oocupy oumselves with those
matters which pertain to the exaltation of the Word of GOD amongst man-
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kind, and be confident that the Blcsaed Porfection shall sustain and

reinforce us under all cirocumstances. At the present time nothing will
suggecd like the promulgation of the Teachings, because the Power of the
Supreme Concourse is behind it,

In a Tablet revealed Dy the Beloved many years ago to the Persian
friends , HR sayai-

i

"0 ye vellevers off GOD! Supplicate and entreat uat the Threshold
of the Almighty to confirm you in tha diffusion of the Fragranoes of HIS
Holiness, which are wafting from the direction of the Garden of 4OD.
Blow ye over all creation like the breszes of the early morn, and impart
ve fragrances and verdancy through the Power of Truth upon the flowers,
sweet hyacinths and reses of the garden of existence, Thia 1s the quint-
essence of meeting and the superlative degree of success and prosperity
for it causes the attalnment of man to the Kingdom of ABHA, attracts him
t0 the Saored Court of HIS Highness the Almighty and suffers him to reach
the Sublime Presence of the Powserfiul and Omnipotent Lord,"

The translation of another dynamic Tadblet to the Persian

believers revealed likewise many yeaxs ago will be of interest.
Seseresssnnssertrissneresaarnas

0 ye merciful friends of Abdul Baha!

Although it is night, yet it is the morn of the dawn of the
Divine Kingdom. The lights are shining and the facea are radiant, The
tncient Bestowals of the Beauty of ABHA is the companien of every pure
heart, and the Bffulgence of the Manifestation of Mt, Sinal is the sseo-
ciate of every firm and steadfast one., The soul entrancing melody of the
Blessed Perfection is heard from the Invisible World by every upright and
righteous person, and HIS Glad Tidings and Cospkls of joy grant vndenlable
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.favor. The fame of HIB8 greatness hath filled all the regions and ihe

songs of the birds of the meadow of HIS Reallity confer spirit upon all
the inhablitants of the globe.

Therefore we must send forth a c&ry of joy and through the Power
of GOD confer a mighty thrill of spiritual commotlon through the pillars
of this mortal world. Thus Bternal Life may become revealed in this
mundane axigtence, the Heavenly (race may becone apparent and the cver-
lasting bounty of the Parsdige of ABHA may adorn this world, How long
shall there be silence? How long lukewarmness? The flaming torch of the
burning Fire of GOD is get aglow en the apex of the world, and the light-
ad candie of Guidance is a witness in the gathering , If we are not ene
kindled with the heat of this Divine Flame, what heart-~ burning fire than
ghall cause us to be met aglow? If we are net intoxlcated with this wine
of GOD what kind of wine ghall then exilarate us? If in the Asssmblage i
of Trensfiguration we do not forgst ourselves, becoming joyous and
enraptured, then in what gathering will ¥e become tumultuous and full of
acclamation? Oye Divine Friends, the ocall is the call of the Beauty of
ABHA, strsaming down from the Invisible Kingdom! The lslody is the
Melody of the Supreme Concoursgl Be ye happy! Be ye joyous! Be ye
exultant! Be ye glad!l

Upon ye be greeting and praisel
(mﬁ.w) Abdul Bala Abbas,



Port Said, Egypt, July 22, I513

buar Friends:-

The Bahai Cause does not need an outside influence to promote
its principles, dbut it is in need of internal loving~kindness and dbroad
‘tolerance, 80 that those yprinciples may go out to the world clothed with
flesh and blood, If we occupy ourselves with gossip, if we always try
to uncover the sins and shortcomings of others and prate about our own
deeds of holiness, if we are ungenerous in spirit and dogmatic in attie
tude, if we have not a pardening nature, if we are not clothed with the
garment of forgivenesej~ then we have not only done a great harm to the
fause, and temporarily stopped its onward march, but we have stunted our
own spiritual progress, Ours it is to pray quietly for the souls,
Whether believer or unbliever, and let GOD alone be the judge. HE hath
demanded of us to teach HIS Cause and to promulgate HIS Teashings, and
be ever an cmbodiment of sincerity and forgiveness., "Beware, beware leost
ye offend any soull”"-HE says.~ My business is to make myself purer and
purexr every day, and try to live a holier and more simple lifa., I nust
see my own shortoomings and mistakes and do my hest te adorn nmy character
wiih praiseworthy attributes, Why should I ocoupy mysslf with the faults
of others? Have I not enough nmyself? Is there not enough room for self-
improvement? ¥No cause oan advance in this world if 1t is not characteri
ized by these qualities, Ve have not envugh time Lo teach this Yovement,

Jand if we spend tha£ little time in finding fault, in hostile eriticism,
irn dogmatic aaaertioné, then we might as well demand: That have I done
to serve the Cauge? In brief, We must have a constructive spirit, build,

build and rear the walls of this mighty palace of spiritual brothaerhoeod,

The progress of this Port Said is in itaself & great lesson for
all the wi##d Bahais, TForty years ago there were half a dozen dingy



'2“

hovels, with half naked Arabs, There wag no trade, no houses and no
communication with the outside world, Almost all the area over which the
present up-towdate city of Port Baid, with its 60,000 busy inhabitants,
is buili is the land reglaimed from the sea, As soon as the Suez Canal
conjoined the two mighty cceans, Port Hald vecaus the Port, and from
trhat date on the ;agical progreses of the post went on uminterzruptodly.
Just ag 30D inspired the heart and the mind of Delesseps with this most
wonderful taought of joining the two seas, in like manner #ur Beloved as
the spiritual engineér is u@pointed by Baha'O'llah to join together the
two hranches othha hunan race in the Zast and the West, The united
efforta of thougands of laborere made posaible the realization of the
Suez Tanal after years of hard work, the greatest sngineering feat up to
that time was &ccompliahbd; Bimilurly to that, the united zeal and en-
deavor of all ﬁhe‘Bahaiq is needed to Joln together the mighty seas of
buoenity, This is not child's play. This i8 & stupendous under-taking .
Covld the laborers dig thé canal 1f they sat around and hurled criticism
againnt each other? Let up be faithful to owr work, let us work to the
end, let n¢ bharsh words ¢iscourage us, let us leave behind fruitleas
discuesions and engmge in that which will resull in the Words of GOD
veing promoted, the fregrances of the Cause being diffused, Thus we may
beewae the gange f the happiness of the heart of Abdul Baha. Let us look
forward, not backward, heaysnward, net earthward. Let us be trees yleld-
ing luscious fruit, Baha'0fllan will mssist us, The canal Will be
digzed. Thers will be witnessed the confluence of the two sess, Now the
two wighty oeeans of the ﬁtm hunan familiss~ Bagt and West~ which are
belng stirred at present by the sontrary winds of conflicting prejudices,
shall be joined togethef¢ dhere will be milliion of laborers; only we
must desire to be faithful workers to the very end, 00D does not need
our services, but we are in need of HIS oontinunl graces, HE ig the most
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patient! HE can wait', A thousand years in the sight of GOD ig as one .
day, If through our negligence and inadvertances we rotisrd HIE work, we
are the loosers, HE will raise other generations to fulfill HIE ¥ill,.
HE will inspirs other hearts to spaak HIS Words, HBE will illuminate
other minds Lo grasp HIE ultimate plan, HE will reintorge other armies
to achleve HIS itriumph, HE will instruot other nations in the Ideals of
30D, This matchless oppertunity,~ we must not let it sl p out of our
handsf The tool is for the one who can handle it}

About six o'clooch we left owr apariment in search of news. The
headquarters of 211 the newse is Almad Yazdi'a store, so thither ouxr feet
directed us, We found there to cur surprise and delight, Haji Sayed
Javed snd Rovhi Fffendi, just arrived from Haifa at the b:.aau;g of the
Musgter, The former is an old Bahal of the time of Baha'O'llah,-with an
interesting history as a baskground; the latter is the grandson of the
Magter, He is about thirteen years old} the acn.af Mirza Mohsein, He is
a qulet lovely boy, I liked him at first sight., e breathes the spirit
of cdevotion and beauty, apd no doubt some day he will be a pewer in the
Cause, TFrom there wa called on Nadame Siannard, &he had a letter from
Ramleh, written by Miss B, Hiscock, 1 was very much pleased with its
confents, and anked her permission to share portions of if witkh Jou,

Ehe 'writes;-- ,

*Your kind letter telling of the Master and your Immatlieh
trip raceived, You are anxious I know to hear th Abdul Baha i# here
andl you will be glad to know that HE is already feeling the benefits of
ithis Jnvigorating air, and ia much better, I beileve I wrate you HE
recoived wvisitors and al) pelievera this mornlﬁg and afternoon of Friday
gt the Hotsd Victoria, where HE ia still comfortably settled. Saturday
afternoon ¥ walked over, thinking probably I might see HI¥, Mr'SPrague

and a few others were there, but we found the Mastef was sleeping,so ws
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@ll came away. However, HE sent Mirza Moneer over that evening to tell
ne to come.the next day at half past four to mee HIM, ¥hen I arrived at
the iHotel {(Saturday afternoon) Mirze Moneer told me thet the Master had
uewn that worning alone in a carriage to Moharram Bey to see kiirgs Abul
¥azl, whose address had bsen given HIlM, sv HE had to take the trouble in
finding him, HE returned at twelve olclock, After eating HE alept comse,
and was already seeing visitores when I arrived, BSoon I was ushersd into
HIS Presence: others came who were believers, Later we were dismlissed
for :HIM o recelve eeveral men who had been announced, About an hour
Jater HE took o carriage and game alone here io the Hotel Pleigands to
see the Atwoods, It happensd that ,..., with his wife and her sisgter, who
is staying here for a month, had just come home, 80 he was most glad to
have them meet Abdul Baha for the first time, Then he wulked wilh Abdul
Bahe to Norassa's house, where he lelt Mli, Possivly HE wmight bave gone
10 aee Omuan Pasha wlee, but we have noi leoaxned, Now thal HE iws

dscidudly vetiter they will probably look Ior & houme?”

S0 much you hayve today of the Beloved's news, and no mors,
wios fAiscock does not know to what use I have put her letter, but I do
not think she would have any objection wexe she to leaxrn of it, (End)



FRONM MTIRZA ANUMAD BOHRASB

Port Said, Egypt, July 23, 1913.
Near Friends:-

I feel that before the end of the month the Beloved will
call us to himself, T have heard that two houses are rented, one
for the Master and the family, the other for the secretaries, ete.
The housed are clese together. This news has given a new tuyn to
our thoughts, and although we were not unhappy we are now decidedly
cheerful, and as we work we hum together, Mirza Ali Akbar hums and
whistles Russian songs, Mirza Mehmoud the Persian poems, and my
choice, strange to say, falls on American rag time. Ve do not say
to oacb other the why of this sudden change, but as we look into
one another's eyes the twinkle and merry nod may cxpress more than
all the words In the vocabulary. After all, we are the creatures

-of circumstances, and environment plays a large part in shaping our

thonghts and asplrations. However, the Master teaches us to live
above our environment and not let our minds he colored by the
changing films of prejudices,

This morning Haji Sayad Javad and Rouhi Effendi came to
call on us, and we welcomed them with Bahai cordiality. Maji Sayad
Javad told me a short account of his trips to Acca to sece Daha'o'=

"11ah during the early days of his imprisonment, He is an 0ld gene-

tleman, tall, short white beard, and full of reminiscences of the
days of the Blessed Perfection.

About five o'clock we sauntered out toward Ahmad Yazdi'e
store, and 1t was with genuine satisfaction that we met Mra. Get-
singer, who landed two hours agoe. She was well and very happy and
overflowing with joyful anticipation to meet the Master. Strangely
enough, & telegrum was regceived from the *faster after an hour, give
ing her permisgion to leave the next morning for Ramleh, That
nisrht we called on her at the Rastern Exchange and had a long and
interegting talk about the oause in America anéd the various person-
alitics playing thelr parts. We prayed toward the end for the
progress of the movement in the United States and an extraordinary
activity on the part of the believers.

In this letter I should like to translate from my Persian
noteg u most interesting interview between a corzeapondent of the
Examiner (Hearst'a newspaper) and the Master in San Francisco. The
date is October 3, 1912, The hour is about eight P. M, The inter-
view wag given after a most active day. This fine interview came
out the next day in a most crude form, almost unrecognizahle.




Gorregpondent, Are you.pleaaéd with thé United States?

Abdu)l Baha, The continent of America is most progressive.
The means of inatructiong are prepared; the educational institu-
tions are thoroughly equipped and the pupils are being systematical-
1y trained and educated. The wealth is on dn upward tendency. Its
government is democratio, Its adiuncement is unceasing. Its ne-
tion is hospitable. Its people are loyal, energetic and nchle.
Its inhabitants are free and the lovers of liberty. Its men are
civilized, and its women are cultured, refined and idealistic. On
the other hand, all these advantages are on the muaterial plane, and
I observe the majority of the people are submerged in the sea of
materiaglism and agnosticism. The natural civilization is well-nigh
perfect, but it is In need of the civilization of heaven - divine
civillzetion. '

Correspondent. What do you mean by divine civilization?

Abdul Baha, Divine civilization is the light. Huterial
oivilization is the lamp., Meterial civilization is the body; in
itself it is not sufficient, and humanity from every standpoint
stands in sore need of divine civilization., Natural civilization
insures material welfare.and,prosperity. Divine civilization-
vouchsafes man ideal virtues. Material civilization serves the
physical world. Divine civilization servea the world of morality.
Divine civilization is a\symposium of the perfections of the world
of humanity. Divine civilization is the improvement of the ethical
life of a nation, -Divine civilization is the discovery of the re-
ality of phenomena. Divine civilization is the spiritual philoso-

phy. Divine civilization is the knowledge of God with rational and

-




intellectual efidencea. Divine civilization is etermal life, Di~

- vine givilization is the immortality of ﬁhe soul. DNivine civiliza«
tion is the breafh of the Holy Spirit. Divine civilization is heav~-
enly wisdom, Divine eivilization is fhe reality of all the teachings
of the ancient prophets. Divine oivilizétion is uhiversal peace
and the oneness of the world of humanity. The holy manifestations
of God have been the founders of divine civilization and the first
teachers of mankind, and the spreadsrs of the fragrances of holi-
neas and sanctity amongst the children of wmen,

Correspondent. Are you satisfied with the American peo~
ple? - |

Abdul Baha., 'The American people are a strangéer-loving
people. All nations are welcomed in their midst. They give tu ev-
ary one the right of living and the pursuit of happiness. Here no
one feels a foreigner. I am moat satisfied with all of them,

Correspondent. I have heard that you &dvocatg the com=
plete equality of men with women. This radiocal teaching coming
from an Ofiental thinker is of great interest and supreme gignifi-
cance.. Just ét this juncture the California women are clamoring
for the right to vote for all the national and state officials, and
your opinion on this important question will be greatly gppreciate&
by the people; -

Abdul Bahs. The question of the equality betwegn nmen and
women hus made great advancement in America, more than e;;ewhere,
and day by day it is assur.ing greater importance and becoming near-
er to realization. .Kowever, as long as compleie equality does not

exist between male and female, the world of humanity will not make

P
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extrqordinary p:dgresa. The woman is aﬁ irportant coiumn, and
there is another equally impeortant. It_we aim to have a durable
building, the foundations of bhoth columns must be laid very deep.
The women are the first teachers and instructors of the small chile
dren. 7hey teach them and inculcale morality in their minds and
hearts. Tater they go to universities for higher education and
specialization. Now if the teachcr or instructor is deficient, how
can the scholar be properly trained? Therefore it 18 proved that
oulture and refinement of the men will be intensified, and will
bloom and attain to'perfect fruition when the women are'equally ed=
uecated and given the same educational facilities. Conseque&tly the
women nust enjoy all the learning they are able to assimilate in
order that they may reach to the same level as men. The gawne prive
ileges and opportunities must be conferred upon women, so that just
as they share with man lifg»and its responsibilities they may alsoc
ghare with him the same virtues of the world of humanity. Undoubt-
¢dly partnership in education presupposes equality in rights. The
world of humanity has two wings, one wing male, the other wing fa=
ualse. Both wings musgt become strong so-that mankind may soar to
the empyrean realms of its destined perfection. DBut if one wing is
left weak and the other strong, its upward flight will be slow.
God hath created both human. They share together and in common. a1l
the qnalitiés.: No one ie endowed with special privileges. How can
wa make a distinotiop which is unknown in the sight of God? We
must follow the pol;cy of Cod. |

Moreover there is male and female in the vegetable king-

dgom. They are on an equal footing. Inherently, they enjoy



o

suffrage, and.thefe is no distinction between them. XLikewigse in
the, animsl kingdom the right of suffrage and equality is enjoyed
without any feeling of superiority or privilege. Therefore, it is
wall known that there is no distinetion of gender in the vegetable
and animal kingdoms, althoughk they are déprived‘of the faculty of
reasoning and they have not the power of distinguishing. JDut we,
who are confirmed with the bestowal of reason and enjoy all the
faculties by which man is distinguished from the animal, how can we
act in this manner and build these false barriers? Many vomen have
appeared who have won for themgelves fame and name for the versa-
tility of their intellects and the brillianey of ﬁheir thoughts.
Among st the Bahal women many have shown remarkable c¢apability in
literaturs, sciences and arts, and have rendered distinguished ser=
vica in every department of life.

In history many capéhle women appear who have displayed
special genius in government and political administration, such as
Semiramis, Zenobia, Queen of Palmjra, and Queen Victoria of Eng-
land. In the religlous world, the Israclites wandered for forty
vears in the wilderneas and could not conquer the Holy Land. Final~-
ly a woman aochieved the signal vietory. During the Christian disw-

pensation the apostles became agitated after Christ's orucifixion.

.Bven Peter denied him thrice, but Mary Magdalene became the cause

of their becoming firm and steadfast. In the religion of Baha'o'=-
1iah, Kurratul Ayn and mnny_other.Persian women demongtrated their
XKnowledge and wisdom to such an extent that sven the men were aston=
ished and listened to their a&wioes and leoctures.

Corregpondent. What is your object in coming‘to America?




Abdul Baha.I have come tp Amerioca to promote the ideal of
universal peace and the solidarity of the human race. I have not
comeé for pleasure, as a tourist.

Correspondent. What do you think about women's fashions?

Abdul Baha. We do not look upon the dresses of women,
whether they are of the latest mode. We are not the judge of fash-
ions, We rather judge the wearer of dresses. If she is chaste, if
 ghe be'culturéd,'if she be characterized with heavenly morality,
and if she be favored at the threshold of God, she is honored and
respected by us, no matter what manner of dress éhe wears. We have .
~ nothing to do with the ever changing world of modes und picture
hate. |

Corregpondent, What is the greatest thing you have seen
in America? | |

Abdul Baha. The greatest thing I have seen in Amerioa is
its freedom. In reality this is & free nation and a democratie
govermaent. ‘

Correspondent. What is your 6pinion about Turkey and the
Balkan war? | | |

Abdul Baba. We have nothing to do with war. We are the
advocates of péace. Speak to us about the condition of peace. Go
to diplomatists and militarists and ask their opinions about this
war. DBut as regards peéce, in the world of humanity there is no
more important. affair, no weightier cause. It is conducive to the
“.wellebeing of the world of oreation, the means of the-prosperity of
the nations, the reason of eternal friendship between the people,

the cause of solidarity between the Eaaf_and the West, the promoter




of real freedom and thé_most eminént favor of His Highness the Al-
nighty. We must all atrive.to'upraise the flag of international
peace, the oneness of the world -of humanlty, and the spiritual

brotnerhood of mankin&..l'_;::.f

The correspondent tried to ask a few more qnestiors, but
Abdul Baha interrupte& him by this final statement while putting
his hand on his shoulﬁer and kisslng his face.

"Conaider how much~I 1cve You and to what extent I re-
apoct Mr. Hedrst that notwithstanding the fatigue coming over me
as Lhe result of & very busy day I have answered all thy guestions.,"

”hus tha young man, left the presence of the Beloved with
a aense of awe and respeot that one feelg only when he is’ steeped

in the holy atmoaphere whioh is oreated wherever he (Abdul Baha)

ig = the oenter of spiribuality and heavenlzneas.




FROM MIRZA ARNYAD SOHERAB

Port Said, Hgypt, July 24, 1915,
Doy Friends:;

The Port Baid believers have gone to the station to say
pood«by to WHa}l Sayad Javad, Rouhi Effendi and ”rs.,detsinger, who
are luaving tow-day for Famleh to be honored with the blegssing of
the Heloved's presence. T am with thea, teo. The irain loaves st
# A, N, They are wvery happy, of course, and we are very happy for
thair sakae, The train pulls out of the station and we return hone
in the heat of tho eun to spend another day in quict work and unin=
torrupted solitude. I sit in front of'my table, Mirza Halmoud in
front of his table = two chairs put near esch other, = Mirza Alil
Akbar in hig room copying in his book the addresses of Abhcul Hiha,
when altur an hour tha door 1is opened and Aga Azuz enters. He
100ks at me and smiles. Like a flush of lightning his thought is
trangforred to me. I pet up rfom ny seat. P"Huve you any news from .
the Master for us?™ I ask, "Yes," he quietly wmnswered. "Alvnud Yuz-
di has recaivad a teluepgram Just now Ifrom the Yuster and he gives you
four poermission to leave for Ramleh.™ T am boside myeelf with joy.
I wreostle with the rest, and for s fow minutos confusion reigne in
the room, Ve nust leave on the one o'clock train. In half un hour
all our baggage is prepared. We arc very huppy. Ara we not going
to gtand in the presence of the lord of rankind? What ecstany!
What divine heatitude! Gaily we go Lo Ahmad Yazdi's store Lo thunk
hirm personally for the good news he has sent to us. Returning

homa, we finish our work, and at & quarter after twelve we lcave

I




for the station. _There; to our surprise, wo find Ahmud Yazdi prese«
ont to say goeod=by to us. He is full of Jokes, and he always
laughs. He can be serious, too, when hu'makos up his mind. Well,
Le eracked o few Jokes with Mirza Ald AXbar. There is no necd of
éxplanution between them. Often with one word, one glance, one
look, tne joke is explauined xnd the laugnter sturts. The two big
san have a jovial struggle with cach other s to whach one is foling
to kigs the other first. u& attention was momenturily distructed
and T don"t yel know who cane out victor.

Finally everything ic reudy; the first and second bell
vings and tre frain starts in its course. In our heurta the birds
¢of Joy sing. Behind uz the must pleasant mncnorics of more than one
renth; all around us 1g the sandy, muilet desert = the gardon of
Allah; shead of us, union with whom? With the Beloved ¢f Lhe
warld. As I sat in my seat contsmpluting the love of the “Later,
ay eyes woere filled with toars of Joy, and i realized more than
ever, as no doubt thousunds have had this sase experisncs, that
Abdul Baha is my beloved, my hope, my desire, the sum total of my
longings. IT one has Abdul Bahu for his beloved, his happinces 16
not dimmcd, his poace is not broken, his Taith recains and rosovies
@ mountain, a#ll his sspirations are fulfilled. O joy of joy! ¢
hZopaveniy light! 0 love divine! Art thou not tﬁu nost buauntaful,
the most satisfying, theo most ennobling, thu most rapiurous! Will
I nut give ny whole lirfe gladly Just o treasure trhee in thu secrst
echambers of my heart ! Thou art the power of transmutation! Thou
art the philosophor'y stone! Thou art ﬁhn ramedy for all sorrows

and moral diseases! O Love! O God! O unchanging Lord! Sustain




vie; foed me with thy ambrogsial food; suffer me to drink from thy

diamond cup of pure affection. I am thine, whatever I am., T feal

shroughout my whole body the spiritual thrills of thy compassion
. and nercy. Thou art a1l in all, and I am what I am, « even laoss
than the dust of tﬁy servants whe have arisen to serve thy cause,
1o spraad thy glorious light, and te call ﬁnnkind to thy kingdom,
kv W)l Abha.

By this time we reached Ysmeilieh, the small, clean toun
viessed by the feat of our Besloved. Than th=z train started aftor w
few ninutes stop. After Jsmailieh the counftry was graun, through
the nnfail ing bLlessing of tho Wile; the palm treaes vere laden with
iong bunchsa of green dates; the colton bult was extensive, and ihe
reporte arg that this yuar'é production is excellent. As the train
pussed on, we saw hundréds of men and women working in the fields,
emnels were grazing by herds, and there wore many covs and sheep.
The rice ls also groﬁn in this part of the country. The furms «re
watered in two wayp. &As the noil of thoso farme is awhove the level
o the Canal, thay resort 0 these two vory peculiar ways, which no
doubt have been handed down to them from gréat aniiquity. By 4.30
P, ¥, wa¢ reached Bonha, where we had to change trains, and afier
thirty minutes we were aboard the other train, It.was 7.30 when
our train)stopped at the stetion of 8Sidi Oabor, and here Haji
¥horassani and Yirza Monear were present to welcome us and guide us
%o our new quarters. On the way, our train crossed the nobla,
broad Hile., It is spanned by a most excellunt iron bridge. Toward
sunsaet the men and women farmers - fellaheen -~ showing theiyr reli=-

glous spirit, leave all their work, perform abvlutions angd jray

0 =



either on their farms or beside the streets Lheir daily prayersy.
Thua we sce & most beautirul picture of these simple people from
the windows of the train, praying to their ¥uker under thu ofien
sky. The other picture whieh is B;bllcal is the procession of wome
on with jars on their heads, going from the curious mud-built vile~
lagen to tha aprings fo T111 the Jars with water.

Ramluh'is a modern town of Fgypt, with all tha convenlienc-
es of westorn civilization., It ds & sunmer resort of sll the mest
inportant Furopean offlicials in the zervice of the Egyptian governe
noent and the native ?ashan, ate. There are'lovcly parks, &ll kinds
of hotels and splendld housos., We have a Tine furnished apartmont,
and the house of the Beloved is about two hundred yurdés awny. At
eight o'elock he cune in and our joy knew no bhounds Lo 1ook apain
into his benign face, = the face of God! He was tired hecause he
had just returned from a call paid to ¥irza Abul Fagl. He inguired
abous our hoalth, and arter a few more inquiries he left the house,
but, the Joy of those fow minutes with him will evey remain in our
hearts. Yoy the last few days, while the Beloved was living in the
Victorin Hotel, many English lords and Arub Sheikhs calléd on him,
anhd On nmany occasions more than twenty of these importaat men would
guther in the salon, listening to his talks often longer than un
hour, None of these talks are pregerved, and thoe only thing that I
could get from the rest wag that he talked ubout hip American and
Buropoan tour, an answer which did not satisty me at all, but how
could I help myuelf? There is a weekly meeting in the house of
Hwji Ehorassani, and the Maaster attended it.

¥r. and Mrs. Sprague and their child are living in




Famleh. MYrsa. Getsinger is living in ﬁhe.house of the Heloved. At
present Touba Khanum, one of his daughters, and hey son, Houhy,
1live there, too, | |

Here at laat we ara hapﬁy, but Hirze Ali Akbar and mysslf
could not sleep all night, bocause - my geodnoss! ~ there asre se
gany ©0s8quitos herg that they wre delighted to bvothur every poerson.
Tre windows heve nd secroens, and it one dasires to slouvp ho must
have a mosqulto nat, oﬁharviué it is imposeible.

I will end this lstter by the tranzlation of w fow quota-
tions from tablels: -

"If thou desirest to be conlirmed in the servies of ihe
Kingdon: of God, live in accord with the teachings of Bahzto'lleh,
and thut i;: real love for the worid of hummnity, ané the utmout of
kEindness for the believsrs of God. This real Yove, like wito the
nagnetic power, attracts the divinc confirmations.”

"If & soul calls the poople Lo the kingdom ot God accords
ing %o the principles of Baha'o'llah, there will be many ligteners.
¥irat one must teach ﬁy doeds (hﬁppy g¢isposition), then szheak out
the word, ¥Wirst 6ne must beecome thirsty, then thi salubrious water
will be offered. No metter how delicicus the water is, one vho is
not thirsty will not enjoy it. Therefore, make ys un effort so
that the people may become thirsty, then cause them Lo quaff from
the divine chalice.®

Hay all the friends be confirmed in carrying eut the will
of the beloved, which is no other than the will of Gud.

Ahnad .

h------.-'----I-II-IIIlIllllIlII;IlllIIllIIIillllIllllll..l.lll.....l.ll.l




FROM MIRZA AHMYAD SOHRKAB

Ramleh, Egypt, July 26, 1913,
Dear Frisndg:-
The days of sacret longings have come to an end. ¥e are

again under tho shade of our Beloved. Oh, may we nover leave him

arzin. e hag become such a glorious vivid reality to me that I ax

afraid X shail suffer awful'pangs and agbnies of death if I an away
from him for a long time. How foolish are nen who prate of the
pomps and glories of kiﬁgship!' Are thoy not shortsighted? Have
they not tasted the wine of servitude at the threshold of Abdul

Baha! Better be his servant than the emperor of a united world of

rusanity ! Thraldom at the cou}t of this spiritual king is prefera-

ble a million times to all the emoluments and advancements that

mankind offers to man! All these things shall perish, but his ser-

7itude shall last throughout centuries and cycles {all centuries).
I desire te be his falthful, sincare servani, and the servant of
his servants. I pray for this often. Is thera any greater, more
gloricus station than thia? Wo, nol in my estimation! Tat all
othar thoughts and ambit ions porish!

This morning the Beloved entered our apartment unceremo=
niougly and sat on & chair on the veranda. o is irying to find a
house in Ramleh for Kirza Abul Fazl so that he muy be near us, and
after & fow moments he went out with Maji ohavmed in search of a
house, Tortunately {we learned after & ﬁhile) the house is going
to be very near us, so we will have the privilege of seceing him

quite offten.




In the a¥ternoon Haji Fhorassanl came tu us wund expressed
a wish to call on ¥irga Abul Fazl. Hirza Ali Axbar andéd I begeood
him to take us, too. le was willing to do so. It takes more thah
an hour %o rosch the place, and then one must walk past several ine-
tervening blocks before resching the house. One cannot fing it by
himseif. We knocked at the deor. After a nomont it wasx opened and
Tirza Abul Fazl weleomed us. He looked much older than when I used
to serve hinm in America. He haz i same solitary tendsney. (o
one lives with him. He serves others, and consequently himsalf.
‘¢ welcomod us, and of eourse ho asked nbeul many belisvers in
Anerica. I was glad to convey to him their messages of love and
rospect, and tell hinm how much he is loved and honored by all the
Amerilean friunds. He recalled his pleasant sunmers spent in Groen
acrae, wnd wished thaf place o gresat future. He asbed about the
wealth of Miss Tarmer. e wanted to inow about the circulasion of
twe "Rrilliant Proof” and wished o copy could rasch the hawnes of
Rev. Baston., ¥e deplored nis inubility.tn travel ang nis physicsl
woalmeaess, ®IL I were strong enough I would nev:sr have utuid in ene
plece more than onme month., I would have traveled frem one place to
another, T have advised &ll the Bahal teschere to travel around as
nuch ag they can. They muprt fly from one bugh te aneothsr bugh and
sing the songs of the Xinegdom ~ the kingdem of Atha." Then he
served ue with ruby tea prepared with his own hands, and Yirza All
Akbar related sonc tduching incidentes about the Lrip of the Heloved
throushout America.

We waere on our way home when we met Ags Mohaumed Bagar, @

fshal who is appointed to attend te the oceasional needg of *irza




-

Abul ¥axl. We lives near him. o told us that the faster hug sont
him %6 take Yirza Abul Fazl to Ramlch. We stopped at a large co-
partiient store in Alexandria and bought two mosquito nets Lo save
oursalves from the bites of thege omnmiverous insvcts. Ths eivy of
Alexandria is o all intents and purposes like a progressive city
in Anerica. JTts tall bhuildings, its large departuent stores, ity
¢lean avenues, its two-story eleciric cars, its dellightiul purks,
its wlectrically lichted boulevards and ssrects, its Yine promenuue
arcund the seaport, are all signs of & wonderfully thriving spiris.
A I walked slonz tho streets I thoughd I might be wualklng throuph
one of the cleanest uwvenues of Yaw York, or Buston, or Sun Trancig-
co, and wondsrad at this naglenl trensforusation, since this wholo
gity wag burned to the ground during the Arabie revelution, proba=
bly thirty-five years sgo. The inhabitants ares of all nationuli=
tind, =~ Grooike, Italisns, French, Jews, English, Arabs, ete., -
very cosmopolitan.

Whon wa arrived home it waes nine o'clock and tho vaster
wan gitting on the veranda with a numbor of belisvers. I loarmed
tv my groat ropret that I had migsed & large meoting. "What dié he
54" I asked. The same answer was given: "About America, ithe ade-
dreascs in churches and temples, the unity of humunkind, and the
voauty and holiness of the spiritusl life.® Mirze Abul Fazl wus
gitving there, too, and the Yugter asked him to go und weu the
house which he 1s going to rent for him for about thres monthu,
Vhen ke returned, he was satisfied with the rlace, and in « tow
days we shall have him with us. Isn't that great? Mirza Abul Fesl

his dome #0 much for me during my firgt years in Aseriea. Ie is



to=day the greatest teachar in the Bahal world, and throughk his
writings ha is beloved by both fricnda. and foes., May he live pany
years longer! How the Yaster loves him, thinks of his coafort, and
trias to prepare all the means of comfort for him. "You come to
Farileh,* the Reloved told him, "Yand I will be your physicien., I
will ta¥Xe care of you." Therefore he is coming, and like a wisc
mentor he will guido and instruct us as long as we are in Ramleh.

Ahrad.
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FROY HMIRZA AHXKAD SOHRAB

Ramleh, Bgypt, July 26, 1913.
Dear ¥riends:i~
Before chronicling the daily events, I should like to
share with you the wonderful contents of a very great teblel re-

vealed for the believers in Azarbeyjan.

HE I8 ocO0OD!
0 yo spiritual friends of Abdul Baha!

The faithful messenger arrived and in the spiritual werld
conveyed the megsage of the believers of God. This blessed, happy-
starred nessenger 1ls no other than the fragrance of attraction and
the soul -refresghing breeges of the love of God. They stir the
hearts into cheerfulness and make the spirits the treasures of joy
and gladness. The effulgence of divine unity hath cast such a
aplendor over the hearts and spirits and hath created such a bond
of sgpiritual communicatlion hetween all as Lo make them throdb as one
heart and beat as one pulse. Therefore one observes that the gpir-
itual reflectionas mnd the mereiful impresslons are printed upon the
tablet of the hearts in the utmost of beauty and art and their dels
icate forms are transparent and graceful. I beg of God that day
unto day this spiritual communication may become reinforced and
cauge nore and more thoe appearance of this divine unity in the
world of humanity, so that all mankind, like unto disciplined sol-

diers, may abide under the shade ¢f the Word of (fod and under the



flag of the coven£ﬁt, striving with all their hearts and souls in
order that universal coneciliation, cordial love and spiritual come-
munication may be firmly established between the hearts of the in-
habitants of the world; all the children of men, through the radi-
ant, new bestowal, may consort and associate with each other in one
loving meeting; strife and war may vanish from the face of the
garth; the love of the beauty of the Most Clorious may encompnss
every atom of oreation; ammity be changed into amity; difference
raay be changed to gobd fellowship; the foundation of animesity be
dsstroyed; the bagis of hatred he demolished; thc 1lluminution of
union may cause the disappearance of the derkness of limitution,
and the transcendent light of the MNerciful may.suftcr the hearts of
humanity to become the mines of the refulgent love of Cod.

O ye friends of God! Now i3 the time you musgt affiliate
with all the nations with joy and the utmost of kindnesse; .thus umay
you bpecome the manifestors of the mercy of His Highness the One,
Become ye the spirit of the world apd the quintessence of life in
the temple of humanity. In this woﬁdertul century in which the An-
cient Beauty = the Most Great Name « has dawned from the horizon of
the world with 1nf1nite bestowals, the Word of God hath created
such dominion and potency over the raalities of mankind that the
effect and influence of human conditions and environments are neu-
tralized. VWith a penetrative power he hath gathered £l11 in the
court of union and addresses them as follows:

Now is the time that the believers of God must unfurl the
banner of unity, singing the songs of friendship in the assemblages

of the world and inviting all to the universality and all-~



inclusivencas of the grace of God, a0 that the canopy of holiness

may be pitched on the apex of ecreation and all the nations be

_b}ought under the shads of the word of unity. This bounty shall

bacone unveiled in the center of the world when the believers of

God sghall live in accord with the #aachings 6f the Merciful One and
occupy their time in the diffusion of the swest fragrances of uni-

versal love. |

In every dispensation the commuand of friendship and the
law of love have been revealed, but it hus dbeen circumscribed withe
in the circle of the believing friends and not with the contrary
enomics. Praise be to God that in this wonderful cyclo the laws of
God are not confined within any limitations, neither must they dve
axercised toward & special community to the excluslon of anothor.
Ho hath commanded al) the friends to show love, friendship, amity
and kindness to all the people.of the world.

Now the believers of (God must live in accord %ith these
divine teachings. They must become kind fathers to the childéren of
hunanity, affeectionate brothers to the youths of mankind and soul-
saerificing children toward those laden with age, The aim is this:
you must be in the utmost state of joy and fragrance, love and
kindness toward all; even toward the enemies. MNeet the persecu-
tions and adversity with the utmost of faulthfulnesgs. Whenever ani-
mosity appears, deal with it with forbearance. Make your bdbreastis
the targets for the arrows and spears of opposition. Brave the
ridicule, the dlame and the rebuke with perfect love; so0 that all
the nations may observe the power of the Nost Great Name, and all

the veople may acknowledge the potency of the Blessed Perfection,



ghowing how he hath destroyed the foundation of strangeness, hath
guided the inhabitants of the world to unity and love, hath iliu-
wined the realm of man and hath transformed this terrestrial globe'
into the delectable paradise, These people are like unto children,
negligent and mindless. One must train these children with the ut-
most of love, and carry them in the arws of grace with infinite
tenderness, in order that they may tuste the spiritual, the love of
the Herciful One, that they may illumine like unto the candles ang
ciuge the disappearance of the darkness of the world. Thus they

may behold clearly and manifestly with whayv glorious crown and
brilliant diadem the Most Great Nams, the Blessed Purfectiion, - may
my life be o sacrifice to him! - hath adorned the heads of his
believers; wvhat graces he hath poured upon the hearts of his friends;
what love he hath brought into the world oif hwnanity and what Iriend-
ghip he hath caused to appear amongst the children of men.

0 Lord! O Lord! Confirm thy righteous servanta in the
practice of love and friendghip amongst gll mankind and assist them
in the diffugion of the light of guidance, which is descending from
thy supreme concourse amongst all the inhabitants of the world.
Verily, thou art powerful, omnipotent, genercus! And verily thou
art the Merciful, the Clement, the Compassionate and the Bastower!

(Signed) Abdul Haha Abbas.

This morning the Beloved called me to his prusence. Ie
complainad of the:weather and his health. "1 am not feeling well,

even in Ramleh, but for the prepent I will not move to any other



- place, no matter what may happen, I have finished all my work. I
have nothing else to do. I am now ready for the last call., How I
long to quaff from that oﬁp! "How sweet will be its taste! How de-
lightful will be that hour "

I started to weep, but I had to check my tears, becauue
he looked tovard me., He was surroundsd by letters and papers. Ie
started to read over some tablets and handed me a package of lei-
ters roceived from America to read and prepare them for his ane-
swerg., He told me to come back in the afternoon. Before leaving
he told me to go in the reception room and visit Mrs. Getsinger,
which I did with great pleasure. We had & long, interesting con-
versation about the movement in the United States, and hoped Lhe
believers of the Merclful will be inspired to carry out the con-
tents of the foregoing heavenly tablet. Before noon I took the car
for Alaiandria with Mirza Hbﬁeer and refurned at one o'clock withe
out fulfilling my errand.

At four o'clock I called. As I passed the street in
front of the house I locked up, and lo! I saw the Master sitting in
the balcony, dressed in his beautiful white robe. I bowed and
stopped. Ye bade me come up. When I entered the room he welcomed
me with genuine hilarity and said: "Come! I feel better this af=
terncon. Read to me the letters. You sit down and I will walk.
8it near the window. Open it so thai you may feel cool." Did you
ever think of the great attention which he pays to all his sore-
vanta? It so happened that Mr. Joseph Y. Hannen's second monthly
report was first. I said: “May I read Mr. Hannen's repoert?* He

laughed and said: *Mr. Hannen is your dear friend, is he not? But
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he is my son. Read." He laughed and made oqmmcnts wvhen I read to
him how the minister was ﬁrought into the cause by hearing a lec-
ture againat it. As regards speaking at the meetings, he said: *I

" have written ten ﬁimea on this subject. I wrote a tablet a few
days ago. That is for all ﬁhs believers. Send a copy ﬁf that to
ty. Hannen, and write to him that sloquent addresseas and inspiring
speeches must be delivered in fhe meetings and gatherings, explaine
ing the principled of the Blsssed Perfection and setting the hearis
aglow with the fire of God." He was also pleascd to know that $250
has been sent to Dr, Hoody, and expresved the hope that the activi-
ties of the Persian American Educativnal Society will yearly in-
crease, the aphere of ita influence be enlarged and the debt of the
Society be wiped out. He often speaks about the Society, its large,
disinterested élntrbrn (Orient-Occident Unity) and the fame which
it has achievad in this Shorg spacs of time. About the Sunday
Schoo)l he revealed & tablet for Mrs. Hannen. Then other tablets
wore revealed for Mr; Gregory of Washington, Congul Schwars, ¥r.
and YHrs. Clark of Tabriz, Mizs Ella Robaris of Boston, Mr. and NMrs.
Moxy of New York, the believers of Stuttgart and many others. While
he was revealing tablets he was carrying on & long conversation

'. with an Arab Sheikh. When he finighed he came out, followed by us.
fla took a long walk and returned to our apartment about eight
o'clock and staid :or-noariyvan hour, speaking now #nd then, and
remaining silent at intqrvdls. Here I end this lettor by the fol~
lowing quotation from a recent tablet:

*Thou hast written what shouldnt thou 4o and what prayer
shouldat thou offer in ordesr to become informed with the mysterics
of (tfod. Pray thou with an attracted heart, and supplicate thou
with & spirit stirred by the glad tidings of God. Then the doors

ol the Kingdom of Yysteries shall be opened before thy face and
thou shalt comprehend the realities of al) things.*




FROM NIRZA AHMAD SONRAB

Ramleh, Egypt, July 27, 1913.
Near Friends:=-

Nowadays we do put gee much of the Huster, except glori-
ous glimpses in the morning and evenings. We do not enjoy the
privileges of hearing about his western trip, because then we were
with him all the¢ time, heard all his words, watched all his ac-
tions, and day by day our pure love and affection for him increased
and inereased till 1t knew no bounds. ¥Now what we have lost in
quant ity iz added to the quality, for these morning and evening
calls, whether one hour or ten minutes, belong to ourselves. Ve
are bathed in the sea of his love, rfly in the atmogphere of his
beauty, drink the wine of his grandour,:eat the food of his humili-
ty, listen to the thrilliﬁg, sweet nusic of his divine voice, rest
under the overspreading tree of his teachings and wateh the light
aﬁd shade of his countenance. He inspires the hearts with wondrous
thouzhts of social seérvice and mutual helpfulness. He reveals to
the soul the secrat of forgiveness and loving kindness. He tcaches
us patience and long-suffering. If the hearts are not stony these
lessons will, in the long run, bear fruit, though‘I believe thoy
will affect even the hard-hearted ones, for behind every heart of
gtone there is a warm heart of flesh and blood, and ingide of many
a tattared coat there may live a noble prince. His presence teach-
es us how insignificant are our endeavors, how narrow our ideals,
how futile are ouf works in comparison with his grand accomplishe

ments, his sweeping, universal conception of mankind, and his
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unceasing activities in all directions, and his attemtion to all the
details. If we could walk in his footsteps all the time, emulate
him in all our lives, serve our fellow-men as he serves, spreud tho
glad tidings of the kingdom as he spreads, then we shall huve won
his good pleasure.

This morning the Master called Nirsa Ali Akbar to his
presence. He felt radiant and most happy. Mirza Ali Akxbar, find-
ing him in such light-girving mood, related svme funny stories,
which made him laugh more. Afterward he sent for Mirza loneer,
dietating to him many tablets for the Oriental believers, some of
which I translate herein because they contain paragraphs concerning
his trip to Armerica. ¥rom now on there will be & flood of tablets
flowing from his silvery tongue, if his health keeps improving.

For more than three years the Rastern belisvers have been deprived
from the traces of his pen. Now it is time to reward them.

Toward noon he passed by the door of our house, followed
by an Aradb, We thought he was coming into our house, and so we
prepared ourgslves to receive him, but he passed by, making the
gign of salutation. He wag evidently going to fulfil an engage-
ment. We were a little digappointed not to see him come in, but
ware satisfied with this one glimpsé.

In the.afternoon he entered the house with a lettar in
his hand. He distribuied amongst us several tickets for a charity
sentertainment. The fete was to be held in the San Stefano Notel,
built in front of the sea nearby. A Pasha who is the patron of
this hotsl had sent these tickets to him, and it is & worthy chari-

ty for the erection of & school for the poor HMohummedans, called




Orwat ol Waska. After the distribution of these tickets, he spoke
very emphatically about cleanliness, especially in cooking., He
wished our Persian Bahai cook t¢ wear a spotless white apron, wash
his hands frequently with soap, kesp his kitchen as clean as a
pearl, and be as tidy and neat in his cooking as the best French
chef. *If I do not see these changes in you" = he concluded his
half-gerious, half-playful remark - "I will use the big stick!
Some of ths educators belisve that one whip will do more good than
o hundred advices.® He recalled with much relish and delight a
cuck he had geen in Belrut many, many years ago, who was the embod~
iment of clsanliness and purity. "He did not touch the meat with
his hands, but it was cut to pieces by a special instrument, and
covkad with au&h tante and skill that one would be mads hungry to
look ot it. T staid there for a long time and went back and forth
juat to watech him. During the rest of my stay in Beirut I was his
custoner,” | |

¥hen he left we hurried &long %o go to the fete in the
San Stefance Casino. It wes u palatial hotel, most splendidly
built. Hundreds of carriages and_aﬁtomobilcs were whiting in rows.
As we entered we weres met by a large crowﬁ of people, nearly 5,000,
dispersed all over the grounds. Several bands of music were play-
ing at different places, Many other amuscments distracted the at-
tention of the people. The wonderful sea, with its ebdb and flow,
was shimmering under the sunshine. The crowd was well-ordered.
¥xcept the tarbooshes on the heads of fthe young men and the thin,
white veils covering the lower halves of the faces of the women,

latting their black uyes snd eyslids shine forth, I could not sce




the slightest difforenéa boetween this and any American charity af-
fair. Of course there were many Westerners also. By seven o'clock
it was-almnst 1mpoaa1b16 $0 move, 80 dense was the throng. At night
there were moving pictures, and later an excellent fire-works dis~
play, which evoked general applause. Keré I met Mr. Sprague and
Miss Hiscock, with each of vhom I had & long, interesting talk. On
the other hand, the Master called at the house of Ha)i Khorassani,
and finding a number of Arabs therse he gave them a talk, which was
taken down by one of théné who were present. After this meeting he
came again to our house and entertained ug with lovely stories

which brought laughter to the face. He was well and happy to-day.
| Ahnad.




FROM MIRZA AHMAD SOHRAB

Ramleh, Egypt, July 28, 1913.
Dear ¥riends:-

The following are a few quotations from tablets revealed

yesterday for the Persian believers:

"After my return from America and Europe, owing ito the
difficulties of the long voyage and the innumerable inconveniences
of the journey, & reaction set in and I became sick. Now, through
the favor and bounty of the Blessed Perfection, I am feeling bet-
ter; therefore I am engaged in writing to thee this letter, so that
thou mayest realize the friends of God are never forgotien under
any circumstances., =~~~ Now this is the time that the believers of
God may imitate the conduct and the manner of Abdul Baka. Day and
night they must engage in teaching the Causs of God. But they must
be imbued with the same spiritual gtate that Abdul Baha manifested
while traveling in America. VWhen the teacher delivers an address,
first oi all his own words must have a supreme and powerful effect
over himself, so that every one may in turn be affected. His ut-
terance MUST be like unto the flame of the fire, burning away the
veils of dogmas, passion and desire. Moreover, he must be in the
utmost state of humility and evanescence, that others may be mind-
ful. He must have attained the station of renunciation and annihi-
lation., Then, and not t1ill then, will he teach the people with the

nelody of the suprems concourse.”



*Praise be to God that through the bestowal and grace of
the beauty of Abha I have returned from the continent of Europe to
the continent of Afriea. 1 have tarried for a few days in these
parts because of the length of the voyage, the tempest of the sea,
the different kinds of weather of American prairies and mountainsg,
and traveling through the cities of Burope have made me sick. While
in Burope, one Jay we were in London and another in Edinburgh, now
in Paris and anon in Stnttgart; once in Budapest and again in Vien-
na, Almost every hour we were in some place, delivgringllengthy
gpeaches and addresses, and notwithstanding the indisposition of
the body day and night I cried and raised my voice in large mest-
ings and important churches. =--- As there were many obstacles,
the door of correspondence was closed, but the faces of the illu~
mined friends were manifest at every hour in the court of con-
gciousnegs, and at all times they were present in my memory, As I
have found at this time & little opportunity, I address you this
letter, so that I may occupy myself with the servitude of the be-
lievers of God from every standpoint and become the means of the
happiness of the hearts. Thias is the utmost desire of Abdul Baha.
During this long trip, great capacity was oreated in every clime
for listening to the Word of God; eéven in the wvast countries of the
Orient the fame of the Cause of God is more than ever spread.
Therefore the friends of God must take an example of my hehavior
and my demsanor. They must not reat one moment. They must seek
guietude not for one second. At all timeg they must emanate joy
and gladness. They must be occupied in teaching the Cause of God.

No event must sadden their hearts. No catastrophe mtist break their
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spirits, With divine happiness they must withstand every impending
disaster. During the time of peace, security and comfort and the
lack of sorrow, even the monkey will be the most jJovial fellow, He
will be happy, joyful, gratefﬁl, patient and overflowing with glad-
somenesg. But the sincere servant of Baha'o'llah who is firm in
the Covenant and_nteadrhst in the Testament while surrounded by the
most great sea of testas, threatened by the surging, rocking waves
of persecution and encireled by the whirlwinds of calumnies and
backbitings, will blossom like unto & rose and break into joyous

songs and sweet melodies like unto the n;ghtingale.“

"Your letter was received; but Abdul Baha, owing to the
infirmity of body, the difficulties of voyage over land and sea,
the lack of relt,'striving and exerting night and day, delivering
long addrepses in different citlies, answering the varied, intricate
questions of the people, has not been able to answer it. His life,
his identity, his heart and his body are gladly sacrificed in the
path of Baha., This is the bestowal of tﬁe Almighty. This is the
inestimable favor of God. This is the favor of the Blessed Porfec-

tion, Thess are the graces of Hias Highnees the One.™

It was about six o'clock when the door was opened and the
Beloved came in, I had just finighed dressing and was going {o sit
in front of my table to translate a few tablets. The rest were in
bed, but they hurried out and were dresged in a few minutes. He
wag surprised that they were yet asleep and told us he had already

read many letters, written several tablets, and attended to various




other things .befdrg 1eaving'the house, MNUp to the time I was
thirty-two &eara 0ld I"hQ;gr slept in bed, Preferring always &
Piece.of nat, andida.oﬁshion-r chosge one:or two books. I went to
® gleep without diarobiﬁg,~r fearing that it would take some time to
dress in the morning. TBﬁt:hOw'qugnnot.do these things. When I
lived in Acca I genermy kop_t 'b;sy Bix to tem sec‘ratsu"ias, often
dictating impéftant_lettpts'tb;three aﬁ the same time."

| Then hg_gﬁéitqd;to-corrgct one of his addresses delivered
in' San Tranciseo, gna'méﬁq some remarks about the speeches before
the Open Forum and'Jhpaheae Independent Church. Just as he caums
guddenly he left suddenly, and there were many pledges offered that
henceforth every one will be up bofore gix A, M.

Asain he came in the afternoon, staid a long time, and
gave us three stories of men who were utter cowards formerly, but
they became céuragaous.gnd 1htrepid sftér ®ocepting the Bahai reve=
lation. How graphic, how simple, how matehlens,'he is in his de-
seription of these divina events. Then he called on an important
native personage, and ufter nine o'clock he returned to our home,
bringing with him an Arnh. Artar orfering him ooffee, he told him
about the meeting in the Bowery uisaion, in New York, the Salvation
Aray in London, gnd other events of the wonderful trip. When he

left the room we falt the sweet fragrance of the presence of God.




FROM MIRZ A AHMAD SOHRAB

Ramleh, Egypt, July 29, 1913.

Dear Friends:- .

Through the teachings of the Beloved we aée the light of
God in every face, the beauty of his kingdom in every life, the
flowers of his garden in every heart, the stars ¢of his heaven in
every soul, the affulgence of his spirit in every countenance, and
the wonders of his oreation in every true son of God. In him our
highest ideal of a divine humanity is fulfilled. In our estimation
he stands ap the embodiment of all the heavenly virtues, the incar-
nation of the purest susceptibilities of this and the future centu-~
ries, and the representative of God amongst men. He towers high
above the thoughts and ideals of this or any other age. He loves
mankind as God alone can love. Like the pure zephyr of the early
spring, he waftg over the spirits of men, and out of the ashes of
despair and hopelessnese there rise the sweet anemones of hope and
the hyascinths of faith and sanctification. His words make us love
and serve our fellow-men; his deeds inspire our hearts with the
power of selt-sacrifice and charity. We love him and are prepared
to give up our lives for him at any moment, not because he gives us
anything, but because he makes us love and gerve manking more and
more. The longer one stays with hiﬁ, the more passionate grows his
love for him. In his presence one finds the secret of eternal hap~
piness: a happinéaa which knows no end, & joy which is tempered by
no sorrow, a spiritual uplift which is followed dy nc downfall, a
oeleatial sersnity which is not terminated by any pessimism, a
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divine brotherhood which is not limited by any racial, national or
religious injungtion, a radiant light which is not befogged by any
olouds, and an inward illumination whose effulgence adorns the hori

zon of humanity. We hops to become assisted to be imbued with his
qualities, to walk in his robtstaps, and to be characterized with
his attributes.

' This morning the Beloved called for me, and alter a few
minutes I was standing in his holy presence. He dictated several
cablegramg and spoke a few moments on various subjscts. I was dis-

misged to go to Alexandris to send the cables and'attend to other

errands. In the morning talk, as he handed me one of the corrected
addresses of California, he said these talks must be translated in~
to Arabiec, and to hurry up the work so that they may become ready.
A package ©of newspapers was received from Minneapolis in
which the glad tidings of the Kingdom of Abha were printed. These
glad tidings were gent to the Master while we were in Paris for hie
corrgetion. They were corrected and fofwarded back to America. I
would 1like to quote it in this letter, because I translated it in
Persian to the Master this afternoon and he wag pleased with it.
"Glad tidings of the Kingdom of Abha! We ammounce to you
glad tidings of great'Joy! Similar words were spoken almost two
thousand years ago., Reflect and be not of the heedless. This is
the great day of God. This is the day of universal peace, of uni-~
versal brotherhood, of & universal language, and of the union of
all religions. This 18 the day wherein the prophecies of the holy

books of every tongue have been or are being fulfilled. This is
the cyele of Baha'o'llah.




“We announce to you His Holiness the Bab, the precurser
of 'He whom God shall manifest,!

*We announce to you Baha'o'llah, 'He whom God shall mani-
fest,’ the one who has broken the seals of both the oreaticnal and
collective books.

"We announce to you Abdul Baha, the Center of the Cove-
nant, the interpreter of the holy books of all peoples and of the
Bahai teachings, and the only door through which mankind can enter
the kingdom of God in this day and dispensation.” ‘

For dinner the Beloved enjoyed a special dish prepared by
one of the Pashas and sent to his house. In turn he sent part of
it to ua., It is one of the rare delicacies of Arabia, a kind of
meat-cake with vegetables and pine nuts.

I forgpt to write that yesterday we called on Seyed
Jalal, the son of the celebrated poet aﬁd teacher living in Tehe-
ran, He is in the German hosgpital. A few days ago he was operated
on, tut now he feels much better. The hospital is a model of ele-
gance and cleanliness. A1) the floors and walls are built of mar-
ble. Really I am wondering at every turn at the practical signs of
progress in Egypt. It is nothing short of & miracle. Walking
through the avenues and Furopean business district of Alexandria
one might think he is in Furepe or America.

In the afterncon I called on the Beloved, and in his
presence Tound ﬁr. de Bons, a French Baﬁai dentist praetising in
Cairo, now on his way to Switzerland to meet his wife and Mrs.
Sprague. He had just arrived from Cairo and will stay two or three

days to mest the Master. Then he told them to go and stay in the
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other house till he comes, begﬁuse he was going to take them on a
drive through Nozha -‘..P'ark,' :imiﬁh is the national park of Alexandria.
I have heard much ef tﬁe praises of the park, but ha*.;e not yet seen
it.: They say it rivals amy park in Euro‘xie or America. After a few
minﬁtes he went out, ‘too, and fdr-néirly two houré he entertained
them, driving through the park, and speaking to them about his
spiritual experiences in America. When he returned with them from
his long drive he was a8 fresh as I saw him in the morning. He is
never tired, and for the last three or four days his health has
been improving, a,r;d ,rei' th_is great blessing we proffer thankagiving
and praise to God. Hae mka_ #mbngsﬁ us as @& witness to all men, as
an example of aanétit&.'and.;aith. Bvery day spent in the neighbore
hood of his light is &n age, the significance of which and its
beauty cannot dbe gra,spgd by the mentality of men.

| | Ahmad Sohrab.




FTROM MIRZA AHMAD BSOHRAB

Ramleh, Egypt, July 30, 1913,

Dear Triends:~

The Cause of Baha'o'llah is the cause of life. Iife is
the maingpring- of material and spiritual aetivities, One of the:
active principles is love; the other ig pesace. A Bahai 1ife is not
rounded out and developed;without the full manifestation of these
two active principles. They must become the dominant influence of
the whole exiptence, A Bahal must love the world and he must be at
peace with hupanity, so that these two harmonious notes may blend
and asgist man to asgcend to the highest summit of true greatness
‘and innate spiritual perception, All the prophets of God have come
¢ irculcate in the life of every individual these two principles,
egpecially the Blessed Perfection., He hath held aloft the banner
of love and peacé, and swuoned all nations to adhere thereto, Who-
ever is imbued with the realities of these two principles, he has
life, otherwise he is dead. Love and peace are the causes which
hold together all the different elements of the mineral, vegetable

and aninal kingdoms. Were it not for the presence of these two die-

vine rorces constantly sxercising their benign influences the whole

machinery of ereation would have been smashed to pieces. The power
of gravitation or attraetion is no other than one of the wsigns of
these heavenly energies; Whenever thé secret powers of these two
gpiritual verities are revealed in the world of humanity, impelling
mankind to grow larger and larger in ite capacity, then the glori-

ous zenith of divine civilization will become visible. It is the




duty of the Bahais to oause more and more these principles to be
revealed, first amonést themgolvas, reaching out toward one anoth-
er, and then amongst the people of the world. What a lofty privii-
ege! What a divine bestowal! What wondgrful regpongibility ! What
a radiant glory! What eostatic joy! What pure happiness!

This morning he gent for me. Joyfully I hastened toward

~ the holy house to receive the rays of his love and benediction, He

dictated cablegrams for various parts of the world, and spoke of
the amount of work to be accouplished. No one cén imagine how many
gifferent issues must be met and conflicting interests harmonized.

"I am now advanced in age. The resaction of this long
journey has héd a terriblie effect upon'my waakened constitution,
and I cannot work as vigorously as I uged to in my youth, When I
raad a letter my eyes grow weary; when I dictate a few pablets my
mind gets tired; when I walk a few thousand feet I become sxhaust=-
ed."

How heart-breaking and joy=-imparting is his condition in
thege days! The barometer of hig health nover standsa still on one
mark for two days in succession. Like the ebb and flow of the séa
the condition of his health has sudden rise and fall. We watch him
with great solicitude, dut we.are helpleas to do anything to alle-
viate his pain or t0 increase his health. He told us one day: "The
doctor cnjoina upon he this dictum: 'Do not-wark. Do not speak.

Do not write.' But God commands me: '!5rk, speak, and write!' Now
whoga command shall I obey?"

A Tew minutes afterward I was out in the opon, sad at

heart because I gaw Abdul Baha 80 heavy-laden with the burden of



the world, and there is not a single soul to lighten it! While
Seyed Asaaaollah was hore, he oarried on a large and profitable
correspondence with all parts of the Orient, thus informing ths
friends of the paaging events, They did not receive anyvtableta,
but thig correspondence kept them in touch and was of course &
great consolation., But now he is gbne, too, to be a soldier in the
field, and up to this date no one has been appointed in his place,
and thus the believers in the Orient ars anxious and worried., Mirza
¥ahmoud uwpon his arrifal in Port Said discontinued writing weekly
letters, and is now.busy day apd night compiling his notes., I am
also dbusy with various things. Mirza Moneer takes dictation of
tablets for the Oriental Bahails, which are being revealed almost
every day. _

Yhen I arrived the lMapter came also. MNirza Abul Fazl was
here, too, and so the Waster recited in detail a resume of his ad~
dregsss in the Jewish synagogue in America. The respect and utter
humility of Mirga Abul Fag)l in the presence of the Beloved is most
heaut iful to behold. He hardly raises hig voice. Those who have
sesn and heard Yirza Abul Fazl know the extent of his knowledge and
the wide range of his learning and the brilliancy of his services
to the Cause of God, Men-like Mirsza Adbul Tazl are the rarest jow=
ely of the (Cause, and therefore they are loved and honored by the
Magter. He hag suffered ﬂnprisoﬁment Tor two years for the sake of
hig falth and has undergone much persecution.

In the sfternoon the Master came again and directly af-
terward two Mbhammadaﬁ Mullahs called on him., These Arabs love

hair-splitting controversies and therefore one of them tried to
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neas of thcologic_, ‘Aing

gtart the 'ball ronmg Tha Mg.ster, with a wonderfully divine &t-

tltudp, 'nnencul hm and gor ';.y ra‘buked him for the uiter uselses-

Mms which ure not product:lvs of any re-

al:l.ty. - Tb,oy m-;,__mqu to' .‘;nuﬁtimto the- truth treo from any
prejudice. Then he ‘eo).d'then a‘nout his lecture in Oxford Universie

ty, his meeting at llr. Alezxanaer Bell's (the inventor of the tele-
phcne) in hia ovn homa m Vashington, and finally. euded his highly
interssting talk by' tolling tham that "Our Tieléd of ac*ivity is

. Burope and Amoricm I huv"""-'.lcoma here to rest for a fw monthg,®

The Mullahs wers utterly defa&tea, begged hunbly the Magtert's fore
giveneas for their app&x enf; nagligence, ‘and exprossed their convic-
tion that they me high.‘l.y profited by their mecting and fcel they
will. never. t‘orgc& tha lonon they have leamad to -da.y‘

| Anhmad Bohrab.




FROM MIRZA AHUAD BOHHEASB

Ramleh, Bgypt, July 31, 1913.
Dear Friendsi- ' _

Another month is coming to ap end. Tho stream of life is
rolling on. The eventuy of the holy cause are daveloﬁing. The
signs of awakening are svident. The bsauty of the aplri}u&l life
ig manifest. The traces of ths Bun of Reslity are gpreading. The
myuateries of the words of God are revealed. The clouds of super-
stition are dlspelled. The horizon of divine religion is clear.
The excellance of sanctity is visible. The ross gardens of the
hanrts are adorned. The nightingales of slgnificances are warb-
ling. The flowers of raithlara ﬁcrruming the nostrils. The brecze
cg of the Holy'spirlt are vivifying thu-éead souls. The ¥ing of
Fings is sitting upon the throne of majesty. The glory of the Lord
of mankind hath shons forth. The fountains of eternal life are
flowing., The vinayard of the Tord is verdant. The servants are
faithful. Yhe gardenerw are honest and sincere. From all poaris of
the Orient the news of the forward march of the cause is being re-
ceived. ¥Yon and wonmen are advaneing towardé the kingéom of Xl Abha.
On thelr lips are the tumultuous voices of glorification. In their
ears are the uweét, ravluhing'nelodias of tha birds of paradise.
The teachers of the cauan:are inspired wﬁth & new, contagious zeal.
Their hearts are fired with the unprecedented exwmple of the Belove
ed. Difficulties? rhcy.'la;-zgh.it.l them. Fron every corrmr'of the
Orient the ntill, small vﬁiec,growa in vhluma ahd‘rorca, beconing

irresistible in its might, removing cvery obstucle from its path,




