and attacking the rank and file of the forces of darkneus, putting
them into complete rout. Through the gloomy nights of ignorunce
and fanaticinm the light-bearers of reality, with‘torchea in thelr
hands, are running through the length and bresdth of the Bast, il-
luminating the huarts with the effulgence of the kingdom. Lo, lo!
Do you hear the voices of the easgternm teachersg that are baing co-
ordinuted into one mighty voice: “lLet us ellow the ﬁaaier. Lo,
he hath paved for us the highway of teaching, He hath saet us he
exasple. Let ﬁs follow him. Let us emulute him. After this glo-
rious gtandard we shall seok no rost; we wish for no comfort. Fole
low him! Tollow him! We are his servants, and he is our lord. Ve
are his soldiere, and he is our commander. We must increasc the
power of our activiiy. Wo nmust travel. We nuust forget everything
clae save the prbmotioh of the cause,® Thus a new epirit is rouscd
all eover the Bast, impelling the teachers to go forward, to rush
onward and follow the Yaster.

The Beloved called this morning. Me was in a happy mood.
Hirga Abul Fugl was here, so the maiﬁ force of his telk was direct-
ad toward him. ¥irst he talked about the two mullahs who called
yesterday, saying: “Those Aradb Shelkhs do not understand what Tair
discunsion mesans. They have # great love for argument, preferring
a right of this kind before their own lives., Thay do not mean to
investigate a given subject, exanine its minor and major and obtain
the conclusion. They love to go on, pro and con, #d intinitum,"

Then he spoke about Rasheed Pasha (this name ho left out},
a formor governor o!.ayria,-who ealled on him muny times in Puris

this last time. He saild in part: "This man, according to popuiaur
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tradition, must have heen bad oven bofore Adam and Kve. He extorte
ad money by tho rlimsiest pretexts from the well-ordered citizens
of Syria. TWor example, ho would sond for a weanlthy merchant and
munufactiurer to come to Belrut on urgent business. Thén, on his
arrival, he would tell hin:A'I have received bad reports concerning
your character and dealings. IYou nrust stay here till I send & come
mittee to 1hvest1gato these false reports and let you free.' fThe
AN, finding himself helpleons in the fuce of such accusations,
otayu one, two, three, or four weeks. Hoanwhile lhere is no one ut
the head of his business, and alarming reporis come to him. ¥inal-
ly he feels hinself conatrained to go to the govarnor and give him
# fow hundred pounds starling to gul away. As, on the oilher hand,
ne (Kasheod Pusha) was a favored spy of the Bultan of Turkey, he
would forward most dreadful reports about the law-abiding cltizans,
thus £111ing his pockets with bribes and extortions. It happened
that at one time the gocretery of ths Turkish ﬁmbnssy in Yaris net
Yadane Jackson at & reception, Madame Jackson poured out her heart
to him about my incarceration in the town of Acca, and se«id how
cruel and unjust the Turkish authorities were. Wall, the secretary
being & relative of Rashqed Pasha tells Madase Jauckson that there
ausi be at least 3,000 pounds aferling to glve me freedom. Madarme
Juckson agresd to pay this sum if he succeeded in achieving my lib-
erty, and irmediately he wrote to Kasheed Pusha that there is a wo-
man in Paris ﬁho is willing to pay such & sum I Abbas Effendi is
treed. The governor, who loved monecy better than life, cabled bwuck
to Paris: 'Very wbll,.it will bs done.' MNeanwhilu I heard about it

in this way: The Motossaraf of Acca, who was the husbund of the
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sister of (Ahmud Exzat Pasha), came runﬁing to me, saying: 'Cod be
praised! All the moans are prepared.' 'How?' I asked. 'What hus
happened?t 'Ok, do you not know?' he said. ‘'Soon you will be

. free. You will go out of this prison. You will travel vherever
you wish.? Then ho told me the rest of the story. As soon «s he
left my abode Y sent & cable to Wudume Juckson: 'Heware, beware,
1aat you puy one cent for my freedom. In prison I um happy.' The
governor heard in time about my instructions to 'Tndame Juckoon, and
of cuurse becamne furifeus, We was thinking, "It is so casy to got
this ﬁum of money.' Chunéing his tactice, T recelved one duy a
lecter from tha secretury in which he wrote, 'The governor is wery
anxious L0 see youw enjoying the air of freedom.' I did not answer.
After unother week I received a lstter from the name gentleman,
aaying, 'The governor has instructed ne to draw up a4 petition Tor
His Tmperial Hajesty, hegging him to prant you liberty.' Aguin I
did not answer. Then he wrote, 'He hug ordered the petition to be
put in the envelopes.' I diﬁ not answer. Aguin he wrote, 'Tho
governor is going to sign the papers and mail them toemorvow.! I
did not answer. Then I received hin lust letter, telling that the
governor read thg petitions and wrote over the envelorves *Not to be
sent.' This nlaoil did not answer. When the governor realized

a‘. that in this he hgd fulled, too, he sent his own son to Acca to see
yvig parsenslly, perchance he may succeed., The son wun, of course,
lavishly enteriained by Motossaraf. T was invited there, too, DBee
fore and arter dinner he intimated the #ubguct from vﬁriona'ungles
cf viaion. T made 1t appear ap though I knew néthing about it,

After dinner he came to my house and spoke a great deal, but of no
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avail. 'I wm sorry to sec you in prison,' he would say. ‘Here I
an vory happy,' I ahuwgred. When he 1aft in tho morning, disape

pointed, he mude another affort by saying, 'I hope, my Effendi, I

.shall sae you next time in Haifa.' T waved the matter aside. When

the governor heard the unsuccessful report of his son he was eraste-

fallen and angry. At that time he was s0 powerful that asll the ine-
habitants of Syrias trexbled through fear of him, His reporte to
the Gultan were laws. One word from hia would bring down the ire
of fis Majesty on anybody's head, no matter how important snd in-
flusential, When T realized that they were again on the track of
their old tuctics, tring to make me say the word 'Yes' to thelr ex-
tortionate denands, one day I called the Motossaraf to my hvuse and
gaid t0o him aefinqtly: *Do not, h&ke any mora struggle.  You shall
fail in all your necfet nachinat ions. Tﬁere is & destined period
for rmy imprisonment. Before the coming of that énd aven the kings
of the earth cannot take me out of this priéan; and when the ape-
pointed time hus pgaaod all the emperors of the world cannot hold
me prisoncr in Acca.. I shall then go ouﬁ. Rest t&ou assured of
this.'! When the Hotossaraf heard this emphatic statement he wrote
a lotter 4o tho govﬁrnor, advising him not to nake any fufther move
"hecauve Abbas Effendi knows the talisman of Imam Ali. Ie huw
learned from tha position of the hauwanlj constellations the Lime
of his freedom, and no one can hasten it. It is better for us to
give up the idem.'*

After this interesting nerration he spoke about tha posie
tion of the Young Turks, thon laft us ¢o call on other people. At

neon Hirza Honewr brought me a4 letter to be translated into Pergian,
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and it was about 4,30 P, ¥. when I called at the Huster's house tyu !
give him the translation of thé letter. I ¥nocked at the door
three or four tiuen beforos Khosro answered 1t. A I was waiting

cutgide I heurd the volce of the Hauter dictating tablets to Mirga

Yoneer, I was then announced and ushered into the reoom. The Mas-
ter walcomed me ang ba¢o me de sonted. He was sittiug on % chair
ncuar the baleony, .In tfont'et him there was another cheir over-
crowded with letters trdu thpuxust and the Vest. He was dresscd in
apotless white, hia'uhifewgrqy locks fa}liné on his shouldsrs, his
white turban towering on his nobls head, his while beard heauvtiful-
1y matching the rest of his headgear. On the other gide of the
street there wunja»tall, green acacia tree which attracted his
plarcing gaze now and then. 'Upon occasion his eyes were closed and
then opened, revealing to ono the infinite pity nﬁd love'lodgcd b~
hind the unér;ing'bnlls; 'Klrzglnoneer was siltting on the other
side of the room with paper in hand, writing down the heavenly
words which streaned llké.g'rouhtain from the tongue of the ilelove
ed. As T sut there ﬁutehing him I was struek with the divine beau=
ty of his countenince, soft, tonaéf, end most adorable. The world
and its many difficult problems were soived by him. Xere he wrote
to Persia how Lo hold an election; then to the far=off America how
to rent a hall. One Bahai desires to know whether she must cook
tha food for her éhild'snd take care of him; another person wantu
to know.how to procoed to buy a plecea of land. There arce some mis-
understandings in thie Assembly to be removed; the feelings of an-
other person are ruffled; she must be émooﬂhed down. One's mothor

or fathor is dead; he supplicates for = tablet of visitztion;




another dealres to have a wife. To one a child is born; she begs
ror a Bahal nanb. Another h#s taught sevaral souls; he asig for
them rings. This man has falluen from a ladder) he implores &
speady recovery, This man hes had buniness reverses; he must be
eneguragad. Onc nan has fought with his wife; he wants to znoew how
+o becone reconciled. Another is going to be married; he suppli-
catys the Masterts blessings. Aside from these curious vhings, the
iﬁportant events of the cauce hold hris uttention. He goes over
thase one by one with infinite patience, and with his words of ace
vice he creartes order out of chuoes. The world, ﬁith its woesg and
sorrows troop albng and pasg in reviaew before the Vaatsr, wngd as
thay pass, lo! the transformution happens! the sorrowiul becownus
Joyful, the ill-tempered becones good-nuiured, the lusy becomes ac-
Sivae, the sleepy ones are awnkened. With hile magicul words he
transmutes the iron inte gold and the darknese inte light. 2t laat
@ getas up Lros hig ﬂeaﬁ. For a while he waiks to and fro and dice
tates tullets to the philosophar and the gimple nan. Now he goars
towurd the empyrean heights of spirituality, giving us &« vision of
the glory of the flovers of significunces, of th: anemonsz of sance
tity, of the roses of paradise. TFor a while we roum, led by hinm,
in those delectable gardens of Abhi, intoxicuted with the Tragrance
of fod, and then we find ourselves in ths streots, w&lkingltwwurd

our hone, uphorne aus on the wings of light.



FROM MIRZA AHMNAD SOHRAB

Ramleh, Egypt, Aug. 1, 1913.
Dear Friends:=-

What can we do to hecoms a more fitting instrument, a
purer channel, a diviner peraonality, devoted whole-heartedly to
the furtherance of the interests of the Bahai caugs? Is it through
the organizations of va;ious committees, the discussion of various
plans, the reading of tablets and words, the delivery of public ad-
dresges, the expounding of the holy utterances, the holding of ¥ri=
day or SBunday meetings, the announcement of the message, the publi-
cation and circulation of literature? It may he through any one or
2ll of these, and in fact each one of the above questions is impor-
tant in its own place. But from & larger outlook it is through the
attraction of the hsart, the purity of conscisnce, the spirituality
of the ideals, *the concentration of gelflessness, the leaping forth
of the fire of the love of fHod, and the entire renunciation of
self.

In the last few days nany tablets have been revealed for.
the dear Persian believers, and therefore it is very fitting to
translate a few extracts: '

"The long journey over land and sea, the innumerable dif—
ficulties in the morn and eve, the lack of rest and sleeplessaness,
the délivery of detalled addresses in public congregations, the
meeting of the pebple fronm sunrise to midnight in America, answer-
ing countless questions and withstanding the hardship of the trip,

the different kinds of weather, e¢tc., have lefi their impressions



upon this earthly constitution, and the result is great weakness.--
It is now a few days that I am in Ramleh, and, feeling somewhat
better, I am engaged in writing to you.

"Convey infinite longing and love on behalf of Abdul Baha
to all the believers of God, Day and night I am remembering the
friends, kneeling before the Threshold and begging for them the
confirmation of the Kingdom of Abha., I hope that from now on the
broken chain of correspondence will be taken up, and through the
protection and preservatidn of the Blessed Beauty the pen will be

get in motion."®

"The glances of divine providence are always vouchsafed;
the infinite bestowals are continually descending. These are clear
avidences that in the service of the cause of God you are conw-
firmed, Enow ye the valus ¢f this most great favor, and render ys
thanksgiving unto the Threshold of God by day and by night, because
you have adorned your heads with such glorious crowns and have jl-
luained such a light-giving candle in tha assemblage of the world.
Now the valuc of the greatuess cf this station is hidden and invis-

ible, but ers long it will become evident and manifest.”

*Thank thou God that thou art assisted in serving the be~-
lievers of God, Thou art the enkindled brazier of the fire of love
and a lamp in the utmost purity through which the light of CGod's
attraction shines forth. Appreciate the vulue of this divine fa-
vor., 3Be thou self-gsacrificing, and give thou exhilaration and re-

joicing to ths friends of (lod, and enguge them in the adoration and



thanksgiving of the most glorious Lord with infinite gladness and

happiness.”

To-day the Beloved came to se¢¢ us in the morning. He wus
rather weak, and.aat on a chalr in the veranda. Ille asked lirza
Moneer to bring the tablets he dictated yosterday to be corrected.
Tyur half an hour he read them over and made a few corrections here
and thare. Then he dictated a tablet tc Yharaj Couch Buhar of In-
dia. We dictated eight cablegrams for ithe various cities of Per~-
sia, giving the believers the good news 6f his healih, sna then
went out to call on Mirza Abul TFazl.

Tor the first time since my arrival in Ramleh I went to
the meeting in the house of Fhrorassani, There were many Pergizn
and Arabian Bahais present. After our enirance, according to the
lovely Bastern custom rose water was given us o snoint our faces.
Then tea was served and conversation started. I told them some=
thing about our American trip, in which they were greatly interest-
ed. We spoke about certain people who, atter rising to « great
station in the cause, suddenly fall and are Torgotten. One of the
0ld believers 1llustrated this subject as follows: "If a person
scales only a few gteps of a ladder and fallﬁ, it is possible for
him fo get up, shake off the dust, hesl his bruises, and scale the
ladder again. But if he falis from the highest step of the ladder
it will be most difficult for him to get up.” Then an o0ld man was
chanting one of the very spiritual supplications of Bahz'o'llah
when some one brought in the news that "our Tord is coming." Inmne~

diately the old man stopped his monotonous chant, all the veices



¥ere hushed, everybody was on his feet waiting the entrance of the
lord of mankind. As he entered all the heads bowed down, and he
walked toward the upper part of the room, and sitting with majesty
and grandeur he spoke in Arabic for the sake of thé Arabic believ=
€rs. Hé talxed only for a few ninutes, on the pyramids and their
antigquity. As he left the room he called me to «o out with him, I
vins very hanpy. He spéke with much gentlensss and kindnegg. Ale
though he doeg not feel strong he is at &ll timeg thinking of the
welfare and comfort of his servants. ¥He walked back home, but with
considerable exertion. In ccnrection with some one in the cause he
said:

“T desire every Bahal to be severed anéd dstached. If he
passeg between two mountaing of gold he must not look on either
side, Those souls who have entered under the shade of the Blessed
Perfection mugt show such inderendence ag t0 astcenish the people of
the world, If men come to them wikth money and supplicate them to
acoept they must reject it."

On our way home Mirza Al Akbar brought the news that the
Greatest Holy Leaf and daughter of the Master, with'Shougi Effendi
and five or six others, had arrived. This waa, of course, great
news. The Beloved came to our heouse, sat for one hour, drark a cup
of coffee, and then left us Tor the other bome Ho see the neﬁ-
comers, In the uvéning Shougi Bffendi brought me a few letters
from Anerica sent by Ahmad Yazdi, and the new book of Mr. Horace
iiolly, "The Modefn Social Religion," just out and put on the mare-
ket,

Ahmad Sohrab.



FROM MIRZA AHMAD SOHRAB

Ramlsh, Egypt, 4Aug. 2, 1913,
Dear Friends:-

To-day the Beloved did not come to see us in the morning,
hecause he was entertaining the Oroatest Holy Yeaf and the rest of
che friends who heve come with her. In the Bahal cause she i &
unigue wonan. She hap devoted all her life to the service of hu-
manity. She is a glorious star set upon the crown ¢f womanhood.
She is a light~giving personality. ZEverybody loves her, beocause
she 1s a loving mother and sister to every Bahail. Her noble life
is a glorious epic of self-sacrifics, generosity, xindness. Ohe
radiates joy and ecstusy and is the worthiest representative of her
kind. All those who have come within the radius of her calm, spir-
itual influence and have spoiken sven & few words with her bear tes
timony to the fact that she is a heavenly soul, apart from her
kind, wonderfully spirituél, highly refined and attuned with the
ethereal music of ithe celestlal spheres., Well may ull womankind te
proud of her gwesat life, spent in the path of God, consecrated to
the love of (God, and dedicated to the service of the Almighty. I
hope I shull hecome enabled to write more about her in the fuiure.

Bounhi Effendl and hig mother left to-day for Haifa.

Pouhi Bffendi iz about fourteen years old. He has captivated my
heart and I have aurrendérch What & sweet soul he is?! I love
rim, oh, aver 80 much., He 16 80 polite, so gentle, so humble, w0
beautiful, sc pure, #0 nobles, What a wonderful pergon he will be-

come when he has grown to manhood., Watch him. Some day I hope he



will become a great powar in the cause. A4All morning we awaited the
dawn of the Sun, &nd our expectation was not fulfilled before five
0V'elock, We would have besn deprivad'of geeing him had it not bean
for the salke of two pilgrims who have just arrived from Persia.

One is from Yazd, the other from Khoramean, one ol {the reletives of
the Bab-ei~-Bab. I was golng %0 take a walk vhen I saw ths Muster
dressed in his pure white gwmeni, walking slowly and with such
najesty toward me¢, I stood aside in reverent attituca till he ars
rived; then I followed him. le felt very tired and restless, be-
cauge he had heen writing and reading during the aocurs ol the day.
e salid:

*T wish so much I could xo Bway from =1l the veople for
several weeks and do nothing but rest." He sighed, wnd I wondered
whethar he would be hsppy then, bacause I have not ssven him really
rest one day. He enlered thae houge, wnd our dewr pilgrims wanted
to kneel before him and kiss his handé, vut hs sweetly Drevented
them from doing so. He inquired from 2ach how the cause i3 pro-
gressing in their reepective cities. The one from Yazd answered
thut the cause is gpreading very rapidly in his city, the teachers
of thu movement are'vcry zealous and active, the mestings are very
warm, and that every day from ten Lo fiftsen people are taught at
their various gatherings. The Master praised their z0al and cours
age, and expresaed the hope that they will increasc thelr enthusi-
as@ and the power of teaching. Ne said! ¥Thiz is the day of
teuchiing. This is ths duy of servieca, This ig the dar of the il-
lunanation of the world of humunity. Nothing else will give per-

wanent resvites. This is cwr work," Thon he 1cft ug, but our



hearts were filled with his love, a love which never grows dim, but
is light upon light.

Then I went out, walking toward the Hotel Plaisance,
where Mr. and Mra. Sprague, Niss Hiscock and Mr. Atwood live, I
had a most interesting talk with Mr., Atwood. e is very cultured
and learned, and the Master thinks highiy of him. He writes arti-
cles for the magazines, is well~informed on many subjecis, and has
lived in Ramleh for nearly four years. JFrom now on I hope to call
on him ap often as I can, for I love him exceedingly. le is a man
of intelligence and sound mind.

T will bring this letter to a close by the translation of

a fow extracts from tabhleta:

To & father whose son is & teacher in the cause:

YBrery son does not become tho cause of the glory of s
parents. How many sons turn out tov be fruitless ana unfeithiul.
Therefore render thanksgiving unte the Lord, for thou hast such a
xind and skillful son. He is & servaat of the cause, and very ef-
ficient, He 13Ifavored at the Threshold of the most glorious King.
Hig heart and soul are vivified through the brsaths oif the Verci=-
ful. His eyes are turned toward the horizon of His Highness the
Uneconstrained. FHis tongue is fluent with divine provfs and evidencs-

e8, and his nogtrils are perfumed with the sweet fragrances of the

Clemant Ona."

About the future of Persia:

"How the region of Mur ig the birth-place or the Speaker



onn the Mount. Considqr to what grandeur, importance and splendor
it shall attain throughout the future ages and cyclss. It phall
become the nest of the paradise of the kingdom, the forest for the
lions of the forgiving Lord, the holy ground for the people of all
the nations, and the abode of the angels of the Most High, becau ze
the fire of 8inal flamed forth from the region of Nur and the Most
Great Tumlinary dawned from that horizon.. But a thousand times,
alag, that the inhabitants of that country are yet heedless and un-
aware. BEre long they shall becoms awakened and mindful, and they
shall glorify and magnify the Lord for these privileges.”

About his western trip:

"0 ye illumined friendas of Abdul Baha! It is now well
nigh three years that like unto the wind I have been orossing vast
degerts, and l1ike unio the nostlsms and shelterless bird day and
night have I been uinging over mountain slopes. Now in the midst
of the ocsan I watched the crest of the furious tempests, and then
wtile traveling ¥ beheld the vastness and the immensity of the wilw-
derness. One moment of rest I enjoyed not; one seoond of peace I
sought net. Throughout many cities of the Occident I delivered the
glad tidinge of the appearance of the Suﬂ of the Orient, and in
many churches did I raise the ery of Ya Baha el Abhe, and before
innumerahle audiences with resonant voice I gave the gospel of the
kingéom, Preize be to God that the rays of the Sun of Reality are
shining upon the Bast and the West, changing the dark night into
luminous days. ¥rom svery direction the ory of Ya Baha €1 Abha is

being heard, and from svery side the voioe of ‘0 my lLord the



Supreme’ reaches to the’sonith of heaven. In short, after great
difficultics, from the West I have returned to the Zast. Fér &
while I shall tarry in Bgypt in order that I may gain a little
strength and energy; perchance, Cod yilling, I pay render a servicse
to the Thresheld of God, and at the court of the Beauly of Abha I
may be confirmed in thriidnl; It the believers of God loosen the
tongue of teaching, undoubtedly in & short time this world will be-
come another world, the riya of the Most Great Luminary shall shine,

and the darknegs dbe transformed inio the illusiination of the Bast
and the VWest."

Ahmad Sohreb.



FROM MIRZA AHMAD SOHRAB

Ramleh, Bgypt, Aug. 3, 1913,
Dear Friends:=-

His Noliness the Bab hath said that every day before sun-
rise the spiritual sustenance of mankind is provided and distribute-
ed. Similariy, how apprepriate it is to adorn the beginning of ev-
ery letter with the nams of the Lord of mankind and with guotations
from the tablets revealed from the tongﬁe of the RBeloved. FHe thus
writes t0 a Persian bhellaever:

*The cloud of beneficsnce hath poured down the rain of
guidance upon the Eagt and the West; the rays of the BSun of Reality
haih shone forth upon all the inhabitants of the world; dut out of
the brackish ground nothing will grow except thorns and thistles,
and the effulgences of the Orb of Truth do not penetrate through
the black stone. fherqfari thank thou God that thy pure heart was
the clear mirror reflecting the radiant rays of divine guidancé,
and thy mind was the fertile soil, because through the downpour of
the rain of grace there appeared the flowers and anemones of wis~
dom, Thank thou God for this eminent bounty, for verily thou art
one of those who has atiained.®

About his wastern trip:

*Thy letter was rcceived.. Thou hast lsmented and com-
Plained because for some time since thou hast not received any let-
ters from Abdul Baha, F¥or forty years Abdul Baha waa kept in pris-
on, but his infinlte longing wag to spread the word of God with a

reaonant voice throughout all the countries and loaosen his tongue



in the expomition of truth and the teaching of the cause. No soon=-
er was he freed from prison and incarceration them he hastened to
every clime and pountry. On avery-mountain he raised the cry of
'He is God!' and in every city he spoke with publie-gpirited men.
In every garden ho sang a new melody and song, and like unto the
bird of the morning he ralsed the note of 'Ya Baha el Abhal' In
every meeting.ha oluciduted the teachings of the divine cause, and
while traveling fthiough the weatern countries he swmmoned all %to
the kingdom of UGod. Under such oircumsfanees therge was no time to
write, and therefore correspondence vas neglected.“

This is the firat day of the month of Ramadan, the month
of Mohammedan fasting. The Beloved made this announcensnt this
wmorning as he entared the houss. He sat down on the veranda and
spokse on the subject of fasting. The Mohammeduns are very pirict
about it, One must eal, smoke and drink nothing from sunrise to
sunget. Ag the ecagtern calendar is lunar, therefore th-a month of
fusting fulls in different seasons. As & result of this arrange-
ment this monﬁh is in Auguat - a month exiremely hot and the days
excepiionally long. The laborers and farmers suffer very much from
thirst during the day, but they cannot breakX the laws of thsir i1e-
ligion. If by wmere ehance they find a Mohammedan eating in the
streets, he will be geverely punished by the Sheikh. Iu the even~
ings every good Xcharmedsn goes 2 the Mosque to Pray, and strictly
ohsys a1l the ceremonials eonnected with this holy moath. It is
- supposed that every parton,-vhethef he undsrstand or not, should
read the Koran at least once frou Cirst te last.

Trhe Master teld Mirza All Akber to go to Alexandria and



bring our two new pilgrims to live with us. fhey hed taken rooms
in a native hotel somewhat down town. By three o'clock they were
here, full of joy and delight becmuse they wers going t0o be nsar
the Beloved and ges him ewsry day. In the afternoon he came, and
as there werc present several Arabiam believers hs talked in Arabic
on physlical and spiritunl fasting. Feal fasting is to wbstein from
garnal deslires and the promptings of the ego. TFasting nust purify
the heart from aevery stain of egotiam, replecing muterial tenden-
cies with spiritual susceptibilities, refining the moral fiber, in-
tensifying the Tire of tha love o1 CGod, cleansing the sell from the
cross of haughtiness, teaching self-abregation and humilily, and
digpelling the darkness oF ignorance.,

When the Beloved left, the sudience vas scattercd, and
each one tovk a path for & brief stroll. In & few minutes I found
nyself 1a the Hotel Plaisance, talking with Mr. &twood, ¥iss His-
cock and a very charming Turkish lady. She spcke French and Eng-
liah quite well, besides three or four oOther languages.

I ghall end this day wlso by quoting here the franslation
of anofher tablet_in full.

"Thyough the Rev. Prumotho Tall Sen
To Hls Highmess Prince Haharaj Couch Bahar
Upon him be greeting and praise!?

HE IS G6OD!

0 hnappy starred Prince an® noble King !

The gift you have foryarded was very acceptazble, because



it was from your Highnegs that it ecame. Rspecially this exiled one
over mountain and plain, and thig wanderer over lend and sea, took
that eup as a ayﬁbol.signifying: 'I am thirsty for the water of re-
ality, and longing for intoxieation with the wine of knowledge."
Therefore I upraised the hand of gupplication toward the kXingdom of
the Incomparable Onae, praying! '0 thou Almighty! Deign ¢o fill
this divine goblet with the wine of thy love, and overlook thig
golden godlet with the chalice of thy grace, so that the friends
and the strangers may become intoxicated with the wine of "Am I not
your Lord?" and the shareless ones may bhecome the adorers of the
ideal wine.' 1In short, I offered the utmoast of prayer and suppli-
cation at the Threshold of the Poasessor of Glory, that the leader
of the worthiea, the glorious Ameer, your kind father, may be sub»
merged in the ocean of divine graces, become Intoxicated with the
wine of celestial bestowal) and favor, obtain peace of the spirit in
the rose garden of the Mereiful, in the midst of the parudise of
knowledge, and atisin to the statien of tranafiguration in the de-
lectable heayen of God.

May the Almighty eenfer the happiness of both worlds upon
thee - that happy starred prince, - grant eternal heppincss and joy
never-ending, suffer thee to become the manifestation of confirma-
tion, and iuspire thee under all circumstances with a neow spirit.
This is the prayer of this wanderer in haehalf of that len@er of
freed men. _

Upon thee be gresting and praise!

{B8igned) Abdul Behu Abbas.®

Mirza Mahmoud and Mirsza Ali AXbar are present and send

you their sincery Bahai love and devotion. They often think and
speak of the wonderful days in America.



FRON MIRZA AH¥Y¥AD SOHRAB

Ramleh, Egypt, Aug. 4, 1913.
Dear TFriends:-

Praise be to God that you have heoard the call of reality,
listened to the e¢larion of wisdom, quaited the wator of sternal
lifs, hastened toward the arona of knowledge, embraced ithe beloved
of truth, voiced the mepsage of the kingdom, been quickened by the
breaths of tha Holy Spirit, stirred hy fha glad tidinge of the Lord
of hogts and rejoiced by the wonderful words of the Master. May
your hearts he as fountains from which the limpid water of divine
poesy uvay over flow. MNay your hearts be as rose gardieng wherein
the flowers of idealiam and world-embracing thoughts grow and de-
velop., May your spirits be as mines out ¢f which the nuggets of
love and jewels of friendship are produced. Yours is w heavenly
haritage. Your inner world, like a beautiful wmoeadow, ig carpsted
with the hyacinths of affection, the violets of harwony, the anemo=
neg of inmortal ideals, wnd the 1ilies of spiritusl sugecsptibili-
ties. Tat the nogtrile of the people of the world be thereby per-
fumed, Do not hide theses tander flowers under the bushel., God has
given thea to you. Let the light shine, Sing like untoe the night-
ingale, CGird up the leins of endeavor, Boar heavenwsyrd, Stop in-
10 the arena of aotivity., Diffuse the radciance ¢f the celustial
Light. Lesp forward. Baige the ringang watchword of Yo Deha el
Abhuse Du not tarry. Travel on and on i the wystic rewlms of gui-
dance. Jour helper is Pahw'o'llah, Your snepirer is Abdul Buha.,

Your co~workers are the angels of the supreme concourse. You have



had the inestimable privilege of seeinz the king of kings and hear-
ing his spiritual teachlngs. You have known the truth, and the
truth hath made you free. What greatur blessing is there than
this? This ie the eternal glory and eveflaating life. Yay you he=
come confirmed by the Supreme Will and arise to perform that which
shall win the good plemsure of the lLord.

In order to teach this cause effectively every Bashal must
hecome & clear chamnel for the expression of the love of God, the
focalizgation of the knowledge of Cod, and the menifestor of the at-
tributes of God. We are &1l his servants, and before his throne we
stand with the utmost of humility. We must magnify our efforts,
sirive in the pathway of righteousnese, illumine tﬁe world of hu-
manity with the rays of hrothefhood and interracial feeling und up=-
raise the standard of the solidarity of wmankind. This is our work;
this is the task for us. With the assistance of God and the 004
operation of all the public7spirited men we shall and will net
fail, .

Hardly wore we out of our hed when ¥hosro rang the bell.
aji Sayud Javad and myself were summoned by the Bsloved. I wone
dered why theluaéter called us two to his prescnce. When we are-
rived at the doof of the apartment Fhosro made a sign to wait,
bringing two chairs for us to sit, Tﬁe,door was shut and we could
3a¢ nothing., 1In a moment I heard the swect voice of a woman. Oh,
she was chanting a prayer, and I was all attention. I knew now
what it is, TLike a flash it dawned upon me. It was the family
morning prayer offered at the Threshold of Baha'o'llah and presided

over by the Center of his Covenant. I pictured to my min& 8



spiritual social body when every homeo is u temple of God like the
home of the Beloved, from whose hearth every morning the chants of
thanksgiving and praise are gent up to the heaven of the Almighty
from the lips of those whoge hearts are stirred with spiritual frae-
grances, their spirites the treasuriss of the mysteries of God, and
their consciences reflecting the longings and aspirations of the
angels. The chant continued, soaring higher and higher, carrying:
me with it to the extent that T was lost to my surroundings. 1
thought I was listening to the delectable voices of the geraphim
and cherubim. Then the voice was degree by degreeé brought to an
end, leaving behind the delicate hues and perfume of the world of
(tod, and filling the void with a rare atmosphere of spirituality,
serenity and ecstasy. Then the door was opened and we werc bidden
into the Haster's writing-room, We were t0ld to wait & ?ew minvtes
longer. As wo sat there, the volce of Shougl Effendi was heard,
full of pathos and swoetness. While he was chanting, lo! we were
sntranced by the volce of the Magter., I was on oy feet involuntar~
ily. VWhat marvelous depths of fecling has his voice. I{ causes
the stones'and roc#a to danee with joy. Ie was teaching Shougl Bf=
fendi how to chant, and how to contwl his voice under various ex-
pressions. What a heavenly feast I have had this morning,+~ manna
from on high.,. What & great privilega t0 have even a mental glimpse
at this holy shrine of the lord of mankind, wherein every morning
pruyers are proffered for the general welfare of all the human
race -~ such prayers as will take root in the very foundation of the
gocial econsciousness of every man and woman in this world. How

beautiful and perfect it will be when all the families of the



werld reflect the same spirit of worship and adoration,

Then the Yaster entered and told us that as this is the
month of Ramadan he cannot serve us téa, He had prepared muny en=
velopes of tablets to h§ mailed, and he aeked Haji Bayad Juvad to
take thum to Port 8Said to be registered from that point., But he
said he must go to Cairo first, just for one night and return. The
Beloved Lold him, “You may go this morﬁing and return as LBOUN &8
poesibla. While I was in his presence, the maileman brought sever-
al lotters from America and four big packages of the magasine *Trav-
el” kindly sent by ¥r, Roy C., Wilhelm. These mugezines delight many
hearts, Already several copiess are with Shougi Effendi; some of
them are with Mr. Atwood. Everybody is interested in the pictures
of travel. Lo-night Khoasro went through them all, and whenever heé
gaw the picture of a ship he gleefully declared, "This is the *Pi-
tanie' " I will appreciate it if the friends could send to my ad-
dress every mnonth some of the current magasinas Qnd papars. They
Wwill delight the hearts of many rrisnds, espesciully thoss magazines
containing many photographs. There is no need of gsanding old maga-
zZines.

In the afternoon I called on the Master. He wag sitting
in the balocony. He asked me about the news from America. I read
%0 him the letters jJuat received from Mise Thompson, ¥rs. Ralston,
¥iss M. Magee, Xrs. Fraser, etc, After half an hour's talk about
the cause in Americs he left the house, acoompanied by myself. In
the streets almost éverybody paeys voluntary respsct to him. The
Police standing at the corner salutes him; the man sitting on the

ground gets up as though compelled to do su by & superior force. He



walkad toward our house and surprised every one by his sudden ap-
pearance., F¥or nea.rl;y an hour he sat in the veranda watching the
3low stream of 1life paseing by. No§ and then he spoke in monosyle=
lables, and then he took his customary walk,

During the days of Hamadan life is very interesting just
hefore and affer sunset. DBefure sunset everybedy is exhausted with
hunger and thirst] the cafes are rilled by the erowd waiting anx-
ivusly the settinz of the sun; and the streets are a hustling mot-
Laev of humanity after sunaed, because once they have satisfied
thelr needs they go out f{o the reataurants, anusomnent places,'etc.

Wirga Abul Fagl came to us in the evening and told us &
fow incidents out of the rich treasure of hig life. When he was
inprisoned in Teheran with sleven others, there was an 0ld man
amongst them by the name of Mirze “ohammed Reza. He was well-known
ter three rare qualitios: firmness, fearlessness wnd truthfulness.
e dorfied all the prison authoritiss by his courauge, and all the
enemies by his firmnéss, and set at nuuzht the iﬁtriguaa of all the
tocp by his truthfulﬁesa. *Whenever, " Mirz# Abul Fazl said, "one
of the ministers of the court,-ﬁadeb«éd—nowla, came t0 the prison
to inveétiguta the condition of some one, Mirza }Mohammed Reza would
run to him and keep on talking intev his sars for & few minutes with
grzat eurnestness, TFinally Hajeb-ed-Dowla would turn t0 him, and
with u despairing 100; say: *Sir, this is impossidble. I cammot do
it. %Why did you not ask the Prince Nayeb-Rog-Sultaneh about it?

Ne cun do it. We is the authority.® At last one day we asked him,
"Yhat is this you are talking with Hujeb-ed-Dowla avout whenever he

cormes to the prison, and which he refuses you so emphatically?' He



gaid: 'I ask and plead with him to sentence me to death. I tsll
him T wa an old man; I am of no good to the world; I want tc bathe
ny body in blood for tho sake of Baha'o'llah., Please! Please! I
beg of you to do something for me, Is this too much favor that I
ask of you? Are you not kind enough to fulfil this lust wish of an
old man? Praise be to God that you arc an influentisl man. Butl he
does not liaten to me and answers me loudly the way you have all
heard.' At another time the ghief of the jauilers passed by him andg
scornfully pointed out his long hair: 'Why do you keep your hair
g0 long? What for?' And laughing, Mirsa Wohammed Reza asked him,
YWhat is that insignia on thy breast?' 'It is the sign of my of=
Tice,' he answered with great flourish. 'So is this!' pointing to
his hair,~ 'the slign of a Bahail'"

Now just think, %0 talk in this fashion in an Oriental
yriaon 1o your prison authorities who used tc hold the sentence of
life and death in their own hands. It is faeirly incredible, One
could write a most interegting paxphlet of the anecdotes connected
with thies singular man, especially the way he accepted the Bab and
Baha'o'lluh long hefore they declared thomselves. 3iirza Abul Fuzl
was giving us the graﬁhic'description of another prison scene and
he had just reached its climax when the door opened and the haster
came¢ in. Apparently he felt well and in a happy moed. A1l of went
into another room and were permitted to sit down..

*Last Friday,” he said, "I went to the Mosque of Bidi
Jahar, There were many Mullahs. One of them started te pray,
while another began to chant the verses of tlhie Koran. I could hear

neither, so I addressed the one who was reading the praysr in &



loud voice: *What art thou doing? Hast thou not heard the saying
of ¥Mohumnied that when Z1 Koran is read every one must listen?' The
man turned rod and was ashamed, énd all the other Huilahs looked ut
sach other wonderingly. During the early years of our arrival in
Acca one night I was invited to a feast wherein for the edification
of the guests B} Xoran was chanted by very good éingers. ¥ohamme-
dans, having forgotten their reverence for the holy things, and
oveorlooking the injunctiﬁn of Mohammed, smoke and talk on such oc=
casions., ¥hen I arrived there was a hubbub of confusion, people

chatting, smoking, talking and drinking coffee and tea; and in the

corner of the room there were two singers whe chanted the Foran
very beautifully, but no one listened to them. I looked around,
and there sat heside me & very fanatical man, Mullah Badek. I
asked whether this is right, and whether according to the text of
the Xoran these pénple should not'remain'quiet, listening. WNe sald,
"Yeu.' 'Then enjoin the law of God upon tham,' I told him. Mullah
Sadek got up from his peat, and with a loud voice ecowed them into
silence. '8Shut up!' he hurled at them with a tremendous fury, and
went for their hubble-bubbles, piles, zlasses, cups, breaking them
2ll in hia religious zsal. He broke the hubble-bubble of the
judge. He harangued them for their lack of religious spirit, their
forgetfulness of the laws of Cod, and their awful disobedience. The
people were astonished and thought he had turned & lunatic, But
frow that time on, at all the fesasts, while the Koran was chanted,
nothing was served, and everybody was attentive. Although Mullah
Sadek considered uwus &g infidelsa, yet he used to come every night to

my house, staying for supper and talking until midnight. He was 80



Tanatical that if uny person deviated one hair's breadth from the
yrescribed form of the religion he would consider him an atheist.®
The Beloved continued talking and relating several funny
stories, laughing and making us laugh.: "I told you these stories
Yo make you laugh to-night,® and he arose from his séat to leuve
ug, When he passed by me nhe raigsed his twinkling eyss and looked
at me with laughter - that divine, inimitablc laughter - and rais-
ing his hand brought it down on my cheek. It was & hard blow and
everyhody enjoyed it, especially myself. It has been some time
gince I have received & vjove-pat" and I was thinking I am out of
favor. A love-pat from the Magter is worth all the kindness of the

people of ihe world.



FRON MIRZA AHMAD BOHRASR

Ramleh, Egypt, Aug. 5, 1913.
Dear Friends:-
Let me commence another lstter with the translation of

the words of the Beloved revealed to the Persians.,

"It has been some time since Abdul Baha hus been deprived
from correspondence, because he has been engaged in the delivery of
public addresses. He has been speaking constantly. He was crying
out at every morn and shunning rest at every eve. On many a night
and day he has beon giving the glad tidinga of the appearance of
the kingdom of mysteries, in the temples of the friends and strang~
ers. Thie deléy in correapondence comee from the lack of time and
opportunity. Otherwise you are always befors my sight. It 1is
hoped from the favor of the uelr~sﬁbsiat¢nt Lord that your hearts
may be flooded with a new effulgence,- that iz, you may obtain a
new joy and ecstasy, and leap high like an inextinguishable flame,

so that the fame of your love may reach to all the regions."

"The meetings thou art holding in thy houge are the means
of strengthening the hsarts ¢f the spirituasl ones, the guidance of
the seekers, and ﬁhe awakening of the slaepy ones. Those meetings
are i1llumined with the spiendor of divine'providence, and like unto
the roge garden of wisdom th;y'are adorned with the flowers of sig~
nificances and ideals. I hope that those meetings may progrese day

by day."



"0 thou who art attracted by the fragrances of God!

"HEvery person is a farmer. One sows the seeds of indus~
try; another scatters the acorns of commefce, and a third farms
polities. Although these various agricultural pursuits are erowned
with harvests, yet they do not enjoy the blessings of the eternal
ppringtime, neither can they gather many Inexhaustible harvestis.
But as the friends of God are scattering seeds in the furm of real-
ity they will gain unending harvests and age-abiding blessings, and
they will collect throughout the centuries angd cycles thousands of
hurvests. Fow praise be to God that thou art sowing the seeds in
the ground of truth, and art the farmer of His Highness the Peer-

less One.*

"Thank thou God that such a light of guidance shone in
the court of thy heart and soul., Thirsty wert thou and thou didst
attain to the water of eternal life. $8ick wert thou and thou didst

receive the most glorious antidote of the glorious Lord."

"Your letter was received. I supplicated and enireated
at the Threshold of the Xingdom of Abhas to confer upon you a new
grace and bounty, so that those souls may ever walk in the straight
path, move in the ancient highway of the Lord, and be seckers of
truth and spsakers of truth. This is the utmost hope of Abdul
Baha,"

"3 thou se¢rvant of the Thrashold of the Blessed Perfection!

*Offer thou glorification and thanksgiving unto the Lord



that the radiant momm of the Nost Great Gui&ance appsared from the
dawning place of the hegrt and spirii, the musk-diffusing fragrance
of the garden of reality reached the noatrils; the divine confirma-
tion rent asunder the vells; the sight and insight beheld the most
glorious signs; ithe dove of the love of God returned to the neadow

of the Covenant, and the moth of attraoﬁion circled around the di~

vine lamp."

Our homo was illumined very early this morning with the
presence of the Beloved. He waliked in with confident strides, his
face beaming with joy and health. The sun of his countenance irra-~
diated happiness, and in turn we were made glad. Our peaceful 1life
depends upon his health, and it is divqrted from its natural course
whenever he is not tcéling well.

"To~day I am very well," he said, while sitting. “For
the last two_nights I have slept very yell." We could see the cor-
responding effect of these two statements on his animated face. It
had npt any of the Tormer weariness. Then he spoke about fasting,
and how it is necessary for the rich to think of the poor during
the month of Ramadan. P"Ihose souls who prefer themsslves to others
are tied with selfish iron bands; but those who prefer others %o
themselves are the benefactors of the human race. Such was the
conduct and the life of Baha'¢'llah. When we were imprisoned in
the military barracks of Acca there was a small, primitive bath in
which the Blessed Porfectlon took an occapisnal bath. When the
time arrived for our departure from the barracks we renited a very

small house In the town. It was & two story house, having two



roons on the Yower and four rooms on the upper floor, but they were
very sﬁall indesd. ©On the other hand, our party congisted of many
people, and we wondered how all these souls could be secommodated
in this small house. Finally thirteen of us agreed to live in one
room. They lived and slept and worked in this one small room. We
lived in this house for well-nigh twenty years. It 80 happened
tnat although the house was small, yet it contained some sort of a
bath, and so the Blessed Perfection c¢ould use it as often as he
wished. At the end of twenty years we rented a much larger house,
but iﬁ had no bath. I went to Baha'o'llah and asked permission to
tuild one. The more I bhegged the stronger was his refusal., T
said, 'With only fifty ﬁounds & little, comfortable bath can be
Puilt,' but he did not give hig consent. Finally a month passed
and I was quite worriﬁd. At last I went 40 an Arab friend of mine
and borrowed frou him two hundred and fifty pounds at two per cent.
This monsgy I took tb & nerchant who wag in former times a grain
dealer, but now out of work. I told him! ‘'We will enter into a
partnership, I to furnish the caplital, you the labor. With this
fung you will deal four months in grain. Aftsr paying off &ll the
expenses of rent, ete., and receiving your'monthly salary, we will
divide the net profit: ons third for ydu and two thirds for me.!

We entered into this agreemsnt and engaged in business. After four
months we cleared our accounts, I paid the debt with its two per
cent, the merchant received his one third of the net profit, all
the other egpeﬁsea were defrayed, and eighty pounds left in the
halance for me. With that sum, then, I built a bath in the house
which is kept intact up to the present day."



Then the conversation was turned upon anéther subject:
how outward circumstances, such as wealth, honor, title, even spir-
itual gifts, make some people proud and h@ughty instead of humble.
About this the Waster told the following story:

“It is said that at one time & king went out traveling
incognito. He put on & humble suit of clothes and started on his
way. After a feow dayaf Journey he lost hi§ way in the scorching
desert, and finally reacﬁed the door of an Arab's tent. The Arab,
finding the man exhausted from the heat and hunger, dragged him un=-
der the shade. When the king was revived he asked the Arab what he
had to eat and drink, *I have a goat-skin of wine and a little
goat,' the Arab answered., 'Very well; brimg the wine and kill the
goat to be covked,' he said. The wine was brought. When the king
drank one eup he looked at the Arad and sald, 'Do you ¥now who I
am?' 'No,*' ‘'Then you must know that I am a soldier in the king's
army.' The Arab was glad 1o entertain a brave man. He drank an-~
other cup. 'Do you know who I am?' ‘'Who are you?' '7 am a minisp-
ter in the king's eouncil chamber.' 'I am delighted to receive
guch a distinguished statesman.' A third eup wae taken. 'Do you
know who I am?' 'Well?' *'I am the king himself.' The Arad could
stangé it no longer. He arose from the Place and took from him the
goat-akin oflwine. 'Why do you de this?' the guest asked aston-
ished. ‘'Because I believe if you drink another cup you will de-
clare yoursell! to be the prophet of God, and a fifth eup may raise
you to the station of God, &0 it is better for you to cool down &

little, to cool down a littlei'™®

He left us with laughter and joy in his face and gladness



in our souls.

At five o'clock he returned, and with Mirza Ali Axbar
went out to call on Mirse Abul Fazl, He returned after two hours
and complained of fatigue, becaupe he was spsaking all the time
with several Arabs ﬁho had made an appointment to see him. He said
from morning to this very moment the beggars of all nationalities
and religions have knocked at his door, every oné demand ing money,
and naturally receiving. Bven at this very moment there is a beg~-
gar waiting outside, and he gave me some money to send off this
veggar. His munificence extendeth to all creation. He giveth
freely to all, without distinction of race and color. Our duty in
life is to follow his glorious example, take cure of our poor in
the time of need, and practise charity and kindness. I do not saee
nor hear what he does or says all day long, but I am sure every mo=
ment is epent in the thought how to make the world better, how to
improve the conditions of mankind, how to raise the standara of
noral consclousness, and how to make the hearts more glad. Before
leaving us he uttered the following words:

*"The duty of the believers of God is to be servants to
each other and attend to each other'e wants. I am the servant of

the friends of God."®

Ahuwad Sohrab.



FROY NIRZA AHMAD SOHRAB

Ramleh, Bgypt, Aug. 6, 1913.

Dear Friends:=-

When I degired to arise tﬁis morning my hsad reeled like
a spinning-wheel and I fell back on my bed. I did not know what
was the cause, unless it was occapioned by the long walk I took in
the sun yeaterday.mdruing and afternoon. Every Line I tried to
rise and work the world went round and round, my eyes saw the fixed
objects as mov ing, and my whole body shivsred. 1 was dazed and
could not move. I thought I would lie down quietly on my bed and
say nothing for a Tew hours. All morning I felt anything but wsell,
and about noon I fell into & semi-sleep. When I awoke I realized
that my hesd was cleared from the fog and &izzineas 0f the morning.
It was about four o'clock when I dragged mysslf out of bed and with
much difficulty tried to dress. I was weak still and yet a trifle
dizzy, 80 the past events of ths last year and this, the happenings
of extraordinary océurrences in connection with the cause, the his-
tqric tour of the Bsloved through the United States and BEurope, and
our present quiet stay in Ramleh, - What does this future hold for
me? I asked subconsciously., I cannot point to my pust with satis~
faction. I have not been confirmed to reﬁdef any signal service to
the cause. All my efforts and endgavers in this great field have
beesn painfully small and of no consequenceé. Others have achieved
great victories, while I have failed to put forth an extraordinary
will, a self-sacrificing stiep and'a truly lofty exertion. Whav

have I done? I repeatedly asked the innur monitor. And the answer



came back every time, Rothing. I felt very sad. All the past
years wasted and the sum total is zero, What can I do in the fu-
ture to amend the past? What road shall I take which will lead me
to spiritual success? What course is the best to pursue? How can
I distinguish the path leading me to my expected deatination and
the trail which 1a-ended in the wild desert surrounded by viclent
winds and awful sand-storms? ¥For of one thing I am wholly certain,
and that is this: I love the cause of Baha'o*llah, I adors Abdul
Baha. I love the bellevera of God, I arm ready at every wmoment to
give up my life for any one of them. But ihat can I do to prove
this claim? So far I have been stating it in word, How can I
translate ;t into deeds? Baha'o'llah hath caused for us the de~
gcent of all the divine blessings. He hath spread before us &
heavenly table contairing all kinds of spiritual foods. He hath
left smong us his son - the (enter of his Covenant - to interpret
his words and to aspread his universal message. He hath summoned
into existence woflderful soulpg all over the world to promulgate his
principles, Now I, who am I ~ poor private in this victorious
army? Have I done my quty? Have I performed my responsibility?
¥ol the emphatic anaswor came back. Then I must trust to the fu-
ture. T nmust let the lamp of hope bum. I must let remorse and
pessinism go. If I fall I must rise immediately and push forward.
The same God who asaisted others will no doubt come to my help if I
am capable of becoming the reoipienp of his bounty. But who is go-
ing to be my guide? I asked half aloud, ﬁs'though I had been speak-
ing with & second person, Just at thioijuneture the door was

opened and the Baloved cntorod,,rollowed by Bhougi Effendi. I felt



in my heart of hearts that I have received my answer.

Yo sooner had he sat down than we gathered arocund him
like moths around the candle. Little by 1ittle the helievers ar-
rived. Then Mips Hiscock ocame with an Arabic belliever, a tall
young man. The Master upokz with him on spiritual union of the
hearts irreapective of color or nationality.

"This is one of tﬂe wonders of this age, that an Oriental
and an Occildental can muet @ach other on a common ground. Although
there exists amongst them no racial, no patriotic, no political re-
lations, yet they love 6ach other as though they belong to the same
race. This is the spiritual relationship. Often two brothers,
reared in the same family, are antugonistic against each other, but
you two, who are remote from each other, are in reality as brother
and sister. Happy are you because you have drunk from this spirit-
ual fountain and attained to the reality of existencel”

Then he spoke about his western trip, mentioning the
names of the various clties of America, and how his time was en-
gaged in thoge places, and although often he did not feel well he
wag happy becauss he could teach the cause and spread the glad tide-
ings. '

After the sunset he ordered fea, and in the calm atmos-
phere of a lovely eastern night we felt mofa than evar his majesty
and power., He is the king'of our hearts and spirits, and our love
for him is increased daily. Je left very quietly, followed by an
Arabic belisver, I felt a new ray of hope is dawning over the hor-
izon of my soul. After dimner I desired Lo be all nlone to contem=-

plate the divine swestnegs of the Boloved. Contrasting my condition



in the morning and this oven.ing, I was a different person. I
sailed out of the house all alone.. Walking through the avenues and
stresta, I looked up at the millions of stars which were shining in
their accustomed glory, I walked on and on, The night was besuti=-
ful. The eastern sky was & radiant court of galaxies of stars.
They were the shining lamps of God., At last I was fatiguad and I
sat on a broken wall., I looked around. There wus no one in aight.
The sadness of the morning was changed to gladness, the hopeless=-
ness into hope; the remorse into joyful acquiescence, and the dark-
nesgs into light. I was eonfident of the future, no matter what
might happren. . God in his bounty hath guided the shilp of my destiny
thus far, and he will do the same in the future. I came home with
& light step. On_m& way home I found three other believers who
ware walking. Bach Qt.them is a good Bahai, pincere in his striv-
ings, and longing to be of more useful sérvice. How gconfident they
were; how simple, how spiritual, how glorious their faith! They
inspired me with greater falth, a larger offort; and a higher exal-
tation., In the darkness of the night there arose u great light,
tull of radiance and beauty. I stepped intu the house very happy.
My heart was singing.l The future is in the hands of God!

Ahnad Sohrab.



FROM MIRZA AUMAD SOHRAB

Ramleh, Bgypt, Aug. 7, 1913,

Dear Triends:- |

From where I sit on the veranda the great clock of the
New Victoria Hotel is visibls, wherein the Beloved has staid both
at this and the other times. The manager, with much pride and self-
satisfaction, shows to the guéﬁts the various rooms occupied by the
Haster. He knows something about the cause, and recognized the
great honor and ble ssing bestowed upon himself and his hotel. When
the Master was here last time he gave two large feasts t¢ the num=-
arous pilgrims who had come to visit Just before his departure for
America., Thers are a few other hotels and houseg# in which the Bew
loved has lived periodically. The homaes of the Pashas are really
wonderful specimens o0f the best Renaisﬁance architesture. They re-
gemble very much the houses and villas i have seen in Nice. Won-
derful pulaces, furnished with tasta'truly magnificoni and lavishly
Oriental, are inelosed within a garden, the beauty and charm of
which rival any fairyland of nature or tho handiwork of man. These

villas are surrounded by a wall of about two to four yards. The

‘principal streets are naoadenized and clean, and the smaller streeis

are slao very much like the garden-streets of Nice. As one walks
through them the perfume of the flowers passes by, the branches of
the trees overhanging the walls give & cool, inviting shade, and
the climbers add to the chamming verdancy. A man walking through
the strests and looking over at théae houses sees all the windows

tightly shut at all hours of the day. A stranger might think no



ong lives in them, but on inquiring about this strange custom of
shutting the windows on hot sunmer days he is politely told that as
the owner is a Mohammedan these windows are shut so that no strang-
er may e6c¢ the women living in the houses., Several of the houses
of these Pashas are honored by the presence of the Master, for they
admire him and his teachings of teolerance énd broad=mindedness. It
is very strange that, although these men dc not believe in the
cause, yet thuy glory before strangers about the existence of Abdul
Baha. "Look here," said & very prominent Pasha who has traveled
much, has seen the Master many times, lnows English well, and has
received coples of newspapers and magazines, as he hénded the
Christian Commonwealth containing an article and photograph of the
Hagter to a visiting Engliskman, "We have produced in the Orient
guch a man as Abbas Effendi, who goes alone to Burope, to America,
and through the aheat foroe of his personality and the wonderful
soundness and brilliahcy of his philosophy captivates your pulpits
and platforms, revolutionizes the current of the western thoughts,
opens before your faces vistas of glorious ideals, draws to his aue
diences thousands of men and women who ars deaply attracted to his
human and divine wisdom, and the freas of the West, from one end to
the other, is but one tongue in praising his many virtues and elu-
cidating his system of religion and philosophy. Yes, sir, we are
proud of him! We honor him because he eomsa.out of the haart of
the Orient. He repreosents us. Heo utters our ideals and longings.
You have never sent to ug & man iho could travel in the Orient and
deliver lectures as Abbas Bffendi has done in the West."

Thus these peoople are teaching the cause in a way far



more effective than any Bahai can 40, because thsy are men of great
infiuence. They &re not bellevers in the acecepted sense, but every
one listens to them attentively.

I+ is strange how one idea brings ancther. I started to
write about the elock of the Wew Vietoris Hotel and ended in an en-
tirely different thing. Thig elock works iﬂ two ways. It has ?wo
fuces, one giving the eastern and the other the western hour. It
is one clock presenting two different aspects of the time -~ one to
ba understood by the Bast, the other by the West. Abdyl Baha, from
a certain standpoint is this divine cloek, who reveals teachinge
and principles in conformity with the requirements of each hemi-
sphere. The easterner and the westerner may not agree as to the
time, but they certainly will agree as to the oneness of the clock.
When they look upon the clock it is one; when they see the time it
is different. The spirit permeating throughout all these forms is
rut one; the forms are warious. We must evér gaze at the identity
of spirit, and not at 1its differont manifestations., Often it has
been experienced that peaple belonging to various nationalities, =
roligions and seets, forget their points of difference in the pres-
ence of Abdul Baha, beeause he makes them to look at the elock, the
onenegs of the spirit, and not at the time; he suffers them to
drink from the same fountain, and pours upon them the rays of one
sun. But onca thay are out of the circle of hias epiritual influe
ence they start again to look at the time, and seeing it different
engags in backbiting and gessip-mongering. .Thus the Bahais are
tausht to look At the onen&ss of the spirit under all eircumstances

g0 that they may be free from the limitation of time and. space.

v

(



This morning the Master did not come to our house, but he
yassed by, asking for Mirza Ali Akbar., During the day he came in
two or three times, but only for a few minutes. His health has im-
proved very much., He seems to be very buey, for he is out often.
He pays visits on this or that personsge. In the morning our
friends told me many interesting stories about how certain people
rave bacome Bahais and how gome of the belisvers teach. These
storiuvs are‘really worth recording, fbr they illustrate the peculi-
ar dispogition of & people who may be taught with one line of poe~
try quoted &t the right time, dbut refuse to listen to all kinds of
arguments. In the evening the Beloved came with a number of friends.
The tea was prepared #coording to his directions and was served by
himself. He staid for half an hour, speaking now and then about
the cauge, and encouraging the pilgrims to teach when they are back
in the midst of their friends and relatives.

Ahmad Sohrab.



FROM MHMIRZA AHMAD BO0OHERAB

_ Ramleh, Bgypt, Aug. 8, 19135.

Dear Friends:- -

To~day I piayed the part of a housc-cleaner and a cook.
I spent most of my time in the kitchen clewning dishes, washing the
utensils, serubbing the floor, and dusting the ceiling and the cup-
board. It was an object lesson to our cook, who iz & lovely Bahai
but doas not know the simpleet lesmons of sanitation. When I left
the kiitchen all the Persglans came in and were admiring the cleanliw
ness 0 everything. The cook is most willing to learn, but there
was no oue who would take a day off to show him by demonstration
what to do. IHe said: "My parents did not teach me any of these
things; in fact, they did not know how." Mot of thess aimple,
loving folks have flenty of religion. They are honest, truthful,
hospitable, 1argafhearted, but they lack the knowlsdge of hygiene.
They leave their children dirty; they do not in many cases dress
then, because they are afraid of the'evil eya. Woe betide any onse
if he praises ur admires the heauty of a child of & strict, ortho-
dox Hohummedan. What they need is knowledge and the inculcation cof
the sanifary iaws. Once they learn these two, litile by little
they will forget their superstitionq of antiquity; the outlook of
their cramped lives will be explained, the light of intelligence
will shine, and the ﬁeéuty of holiness appear. The nost important
thing for them is the suprome knowlédge of cleanliness, which is
naxt to godliness. Of course, the Bahai revelation is inculcating

this lesson, and they are learning gs fast as opportunity is



offered t¢ them., We know right well that spirituelity ie not de-
pendsnt upon outward surroundings. It becomes manifest now here,
nos there, according to the will of God; but we know also how all
the manifestations of God have insisted agsin and again upon out-
ward and inward cleanliness, purity and holiness.

Whiles I was buavaith my house-cleaning the ¥aster was
dictating tablets fof the Qriental believérs, to ¥irza Moneer. In
the morning he came to see the pllgrims, but most of them were not
yetb up. However, within a few minutes théy were in hig presence.
is usked the cook what he was going teo prepare for us. He did not
know. WHe cemanded from one after another to know what he liked,
and finally the decision was in favor of meat and frie& potatoes,
He told us the story of & Darvish as follows:

“Wrhen we left Bagdad, & Darvish came to me and begged to
Ye a member of the party. I told him the trip would be most Aiffi=
culi., He was willing to aecept all manner of hardships. He came
with us as far as Conastantinople, and when we left for Adrianople
he staid behind., After & while he joined us. Having been acous-
tomed to our associmtion he could not live alone. In Adrisnopls he
rented a room in an adjoining Mosque with another friend, and they
lived peacefully together for some time. One day the Darvish came
to Buha'o'llah saying: “My friend attacked me furiously this morn-
ing and gave me & sound beating, but I di& not say anything. I was
in the state of utmost resignation. After half an hour he re-
{urned, kissed my hands &nd said: '"Verily you have attained the
stage of great mﬂ'ii'.; you Are now a saing.*'" Baha'o'llah, listening

with interest to this story, said, laughing: 'If he beats you



another time and you demonstrate such resignation he may believe
you have attained the station of prophethood,'”

In the afterncon the Beloved, passing by, asked for tirza
All Akbar, and in & garden near by we sould see him walking among
the lofely_roses, followed by Mirza Ali Akbar. He was talking with
him on the objecf of the coming of the manifestation of Ced. Be-
fore sunset we went to the meeting in the house of Khorassani, but
the Muster did not come. He was very tired on ac¢count of the ac-
tivities of the day, In the evening a number of Arabs called on
him in his own house. One of thém had compomed an eloguent poem in
the Beloved's hopor, and read it aloud in his prepence. They staid
until twelve o'clock, and went away impressed with his knowledge
ard wisdon, |

In & tablet revealad to ihe Pergian believers he says;

"0 ye beloved friends of Abdul Baha:

"It is now thres ysars that like unto & nestless and
shelterless bird 1 am wandering over mountains and plains and fly-
ing over the wilderness and Bahara. I restsd not one moment, neith-
or did T tarry long anywhere. Congtantly was I moving and travel-
ing. The call of the kingdom of Abha was ralsed and the Most Great
Jlad Tidings penetrated throughout these vast wnd remote regiens.,
The flag of the cause of~God wes unfurled over avery hiil and waved
ovar every country. As I was occupied day and night raising the
world-consuming c¢ry of the cause, I failed to correspond with the
friends of the heart and the soul; ﬁut as:soon as I returned to the
Orient, notwithstanding weaknesa and indiéposition, I immediatsly

started to corréspond,-for the utmost desgire of the heart and



gpirit is to remember the believerg and to mention the namee of the
friends, especially those friends who have been at all times the
¢obiects of tests and are submerged in the sea of trials; notwith-
stending this, with infinite firmness and;steadfaatnesa you with-
slood the atiack of the waves, underweni bravely the vioclent storm,
and guided the ark 1o the #hore of palvation. Therefore I am
zreatly pleased and most satisfied with the velievers of Boushrayah,
Fheir-cl«-{lara and Faran, and all the beliévers of Khorassan, I
hope that in the future their flame of enthusiasm and the fire of
thair devotion may be enkindled morc than before in Faran and
Boushrayal, |

"Tpon ye und upon the maid-servante of the Verciful be
Dubia el Abha!l

"(8igned) Abdul Baha Abbas.®

Ahrmad Sohrab.

Boushrouyah.



AN

FROXY MIRZA AHMAD SONXRAB

Ramleh, Egypt, Aug. 9, 1916,
Dear Friendale-

No matier where we go or what we do the protecting hands
of God overshadow us. Wo are tenderly and wistfully taken care of
vy him who rules the world .of ereation. . In his mighty grasp he
holds the scepter of guidance, and in his hand he carries the
golden crown of the heavenly glad tidings. He illumines the hearts
of the sincere ones with the light of providence, and summons all
the nations to come under the tent of his mercy. He quickens the
dead with the breath of the Holy Spirit, and inspires the hearts
with the divine knowledge. He adorns the heaven with countless
gcintillating stars, and commands the winds to blow from every
direction. He causes the water to gush out of the adamantine roek,
and irrigates the so0il with the rain of reality. He reveals unio
man the myatarieﬁ of the kingdom of God, and spreads before him
fhe vision of the paradise of Abha. Glory be unto him for this
nanifest bestowal, Thanks be unto hiwm for this evident grace.
Praise be unto him for this spiritual outpouring; His true sere«
vants adore him under &ll conditions and circumstances. They ohey
his will and follow his commandments. They lose the self and at-
taln to the statlon of renunciation. The love of humility courses
through the giream of their lives. Thay bscome the spiritual
springtines which ares followed by no autumn. They constitute the
beatific guardians of the rights of men, the heralds of the kingdom

of God, the flowers of the rose garden of sanctity and in the image



and likenessg of God. They sre the angels of the supreme concourge,
the fruitful trees of the orchard of the Almighty, and the singing
nightingales of the meadow of truth, It is the hope of every Bahail
10 become the center of thesé merciful qualities, to attract unto
himself these prnise&nrthy atiridbutes, to eurround himself with
thege wonderful virtues, and to reflect the rays of the sun of
rightéousness. |

A tabletl wagz revealed yesterday for the believers of
Bsptehan. Esphahan is my native home, ané I have of course a se-
cret predilsction for that placs. The tablet is revealed through
Seyed Assadollah of that city, who is a fine young man among the
present pilgrimg. He leaves to-wmorrow for his home, going wia Cone
gtantinople, nftsrlhﬁving & moatl msmbrablé visit of many days with

the bhiessed Paster, The translation ¢f the tablet is a5 follows:

"0 ye friendsg of Abdul Baha !

"Hig honmer Soyed Aessd'o'llah arrived in Alexandria, and
the meefing was obtained. When he received permissicn for his de-
purtwre he mentioned your names and asked for & tablet. Bui Abdud
Bahe is like unto & bird flying constently and unflagringly for
many days and nighta, and is exhausted. He has not rested one mo-
ment and is in the utmost of fatigue and weariness, to such an exe
tent that he has not the endurance of writing even one word. Not-
withstanding this, through the tremendous upheaval ¢f the love of
tod, and the rising of the waves of affection for the helievers of
God, T am engaged, 80 that you may realize how thig heart is at~

tractad toward those_blasseé souls and how this heart and soul is



the captive of the memory of the friends.

*In short, it has been some time that in the regions of
the West, lilke unto a breeze wafting, I havae been traveling every
day over a country, and under all sonditions and eircumstances I
reneubered the friends of the Bast. At every moment the spirit en-
joyed a new exhilaration, &nd often I regretted the fact that I was
far from the asgociation of the ancient triends. I did not choose
any place as ﬁy shelter and abode. This night T was crossing moun-
tain, wund that day ;?éeﬁing on the train and.in the flower beds.

At one time I was trave%ing in the mldst of the great ocean, and at
another time landing on the shore of a eontinent. Day and night I
raised ay voice and erisd out in the name of His Highness the Al-
nighty! Now at last I have reached Alexandria andlooked in éhe
faces of the Orlental pilgrims. Pralse be to CGod that I beheld
such pilgrims who are In the utmost supplication and adoration of
God., I have also remembered you. It is hoped that the rays of the
Sun of Keal ity wmay sov shine upon the Bast that with one of itg ef-
Tulgences the West may become illumined, that the friends of Persia
may be the means of guiding the hearts of the people of other ecoun-
tries and arise in the guidance of the inhabitants of the &arth.
Praise be to God that the confirmations of the Blessed Perfeotion
1ike unto the vernal showsrsg descend incessantly and the merciful
reinforcements are aiding successively. Therefore, O ye believers
of God, avail yourselves of this opportunity. Be ye engaged in the
asceupation of the souls, and think ye of the unlimited illumination
of your hearts, ZEnlighten the East! Perfume the West and let the

nostrilg inhale the fragrances! Upon ye be Baha el Abha!™



This morning the Beloved came &s a breeze of the early
gpring wafting fron'tha sylvan woodlands, bringing with him the
sweet perfume of Arcadian gardens and Hlysian fielda. He called
each one of us by name, and our hearts glowed In response with un-
changeable love, FHe said to the pilgrims that it was the wonderful
love of God that gave him impetus to write so many tahlets to the
friends of Pergis through them, otherwige physically it would have
heen imposaidle. Then he sald he could net sleep last nipght be-
cause he was gubmerged in a sea of thought and reflection. Then hs
gave a contrasat beiween the Oriental und Ocecidenfal houses by gay~-
ing that all the Oriental houses are inclosed within beautiful gar-
deng and courts. If a person cannot sleep at night he can go out
in the court, walk around qpiatly,'commune with the stars, and pass
the night in the open, Put one cannot g§ out of Oecidental houses
except to go in the streets; otherwlse he may sit all night before
his window. After a while he left us, and each one of uc busied
himself til) noon. In the afternoon he returned and asked for Mir-
£a Moneer. While he was standing in front of the housec an Arab
stopped in his walk and begged for money to feed his childrem in
the evening because he is & ptranger in the city.. I wondered
whether he was telling the truth, but the Master gave him one dol=-
lar, which is quite a sum in this part of the world. Then he went
into the garden near-by to dictate tablets, but did not. ¥or more
than an hour he sat silent, his eyes half closed, only now and then
orening them fully to look at the flowers. It was about sunset
when he left the garden,

During the afternoon we had with us Mirza Abul Fazl, vwho



spoke at length on the 1ife of Qurratyl Ain and other interesting
Bahail subjects. Bepeoially was I interested in his account of how
he did not marry a girl by finding another husband for her on the
ground that he was a' tsacher, one year here, another year there.
Her family were anxious for the match, but he did not shoulder the
responsibility of a married life, |



FRO MIRZA ARMAD SOHEAB

Rawleh, Bgypt, Aug. 10, 1913,

Dear Friends:- '

¥y writing-table is in front of a window overlooking the
unattractive vision of an untidy back yard. Above my head is the
window of our neigﬁbor's kitchen. Thelonly attrgctive feature is a
vine which has grown stately and climbed over a trellis arranged
with barb wire. This givés me the clucltq tell you that there are
fine grapes as well as figs here, Thﬁre'aro large tracts of land
covered with fig treea on both sides of the track as your trolley
car runs into the city. There are red.and green fresh figs as
large as an orange, if not larger. There is a place about twenty
minutes' walk from Ramleh called 81di Jaber and another viilage by
the name of Pergian which produces the best and most luscious figs.
A1l day long the venders cry in the streets "Figs from Persia.”
Watermelons, pears, apples, are very excellent. There is another
kind of fruit called sabr. It is full of ihorna, and the vender
alone can open it with a knife, offering you the juicy fruit about
the gize of a good sized égg. This i, howsver, the height of the
season for figs, and every one eatp them in great abundance. The
vine and fig trees are familiar words to the students of the Bible.
"I am the vine and ye are the brancheg;' said Christ. "On that day
every man shall sit under his own fig frec,' says the Ilsraelitish
prophet, 6xpreising unity in divérlity, that although different re-
ligious systems may carry their peculiar names they will stamp out

their former antipathy towarda each other; they will enter into a



divine bond of eternal friendship, they will worship God with that

broad simplicity, heavenly universality and a spiritual conscicus-

ness. Then they will constitute the branﬁhat of the same vine, the
fruits of the same trse, the stare of the same sidereal circle, the
letters of the same book,‘the pearls of the sane depth, the flowers
of the same gurden, &nd the tumultuous waves of the same sea.

This morning I was called into the presence ¢f the Belov-
ed. He was wvery happy, tut was quite vﬁak compered to yesterday.
Ye asked for the letters which had come from America and Purope.
Topt of the letters th#t come from.all over the world are attended
to. I returned home and took back with me & package of letters
which had aceunulated for some time. As soon &8 he started to diec~
tate, andé the words of wisdom like unto u sparkling stream flowed
from his blegsed lips, he was a transfigured personage. He sat im~
novable on the sofa, his eyes most of the time shut, but his heart
a waving ocean of revelation. XNow he reveasled s tablet to & be-
liever in Coﬁstantinoyle, and again to a friend in Rangoon. Stutt-
gart and Switzerland, London and Paris, New York and Honolulu,
Woshington and Boston, were sll presentsd hefore the throne of
giovy, and each recelved many rays of light. FHow wonderful and
significant appears to me this golden network of gpiritual ocorres-
pondence reaching to the furthest corner of the gioba! This core
respondence ig for the salvation of the world and the illumination
of mankind.- It is not based upon any commercial or material plan.
It is the eternal plan of CGod to diffuse the fragrance of this

gpiritual rose snd to scatter the rays of this divine pun to all

parts of the earth.



Every day an ideal congreas of religions or nations is
held in the rather small room of the Boloved, and he presides over
the proceedinga uiih & dignity and wisdom that is nothing short of
miraculous. Some of the friends who becsme the recipients of the
holy tablets are as follows: Mise Beatrics Irwin, #igs Rhoda Nich-
ols, Mrs. Isabel Fraser, Mr. Remey, Misa A. Boylan; ¥iss Olis
Schwarz, Abbas Butt Alli, Mr, Eckstein, Madame d‘'Ange d'Astre, J,
¥iller, Dr. Skinner, J., Wieland, Niss Alma Khobl&ch, Hiss Fanny
Xnobloch, etc., etc. Toward the end, the Master became s0 excited
that he arose from his seat and began tv walkx to and fro while dic-
tating, and I trying to keep ué with the rapidity of his uttered
words. When I mentioned the name of one of the believers his whole
countenance chaﬁged and he was very happy. "“How I love him, be-
cause he is very sincere in the cause.*® In his tablet, with a loud
and sweet voioe he saiad:

"Usy His Holiness Baha'otllah be thy confirmer and help-
er. May the effulgence of the Sun of Reality be the light of thy
path, May the sea of divine comnfirmation east ites waves over thse.
May the cloud of celestial grace pour over thee, May the breeze of
providsnce be the cause of the fragrance of thy nostril. Hay the
treasury of the kingdom be thy weaith., This is the prayer of Abdul
Baha in thy behalf."“ |

What a heavenly prayer! What & holy priwilege! Then he
revealed a most wonderful tablet on the sinfulness of backbiting,
faultfinding and gossip, which must be spréad all over the Bahai
world. Soaring again toward the spiritual realm of eloquencs and

pausing for a moment he said:



*If these tablets do not stir and move the ﬁearts out of
their sleep and do not spur them to insatiable activity, they are
harder than‘atoﬁe.. beoauss in this condition of weakness I am
writing to them with such love and devotion."

It wasg about 11.30 when I left the holy room and returned

" to our home with joy in my heart. In the afterncon he went into

the rose garden near-by, and while sitting on the soft grass dio-
tated many more tablets to the Persian beliovors.

In the evening he csme to our house. He sat on the veran-
da. Many believers ware gathered around him, He spoke on the opin-
ions of the Theosophlets, his interview w;th ¥rs. Besant in Lendon,
and other prominent Theosophimts in the West, the story of the
child being educated in Oxford to become the manifestation of God,
and & most insiructive expesition of the principles of reincarna-
tion, which was greatly beneficial to all. Kirza Abul Fazl said
afterward: *I have read many books on thié subject, but have never
geen anywhere suuhiolear and luecid arguments.*

Ahmad Sohrab.
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FROM MIRBRZA AHXAD SOHRAB

Ramleh, Egypt, Aug. 11, 1913.

Dear Yriends:-

Three of our pilgrima - one from Esphahan, another from
Yazd, and & third from Ashkabad - departed for their respective
gountries, carrying with fhem the glad tidings of the kingdom of
Abha. As they travel along from country to gountry, before reach-
ing their nativevlands, they will cheer muny hearts, oonsole many
despondent spiriis, reach many souls, and diffuse far and wide thle
fragrances of tha roses of love and affection. How exactly paral-
lel is the promotion of this movement with that of the early Chrise~
tians. Wholes-~hearted, spiritual, szealous men and women, without
the expectation of any monthly salary, are spreading the cause
throughout all the countries of the world. Their only reward is
the good pleasure of the lord of munkind. They are affected neith-
er by the praise er the blame of the psople. They work fur the
sake of God. They are always in & good humcr, ever teaching their
fellow-men the ways of charity and freedom, amity and concord. The
Yaster sent for these pilgrims early in the morning, so that he
might see them for the last time and speak to them the words of
blessing and comfort. He praised the steadfastness of the Persian
believers before the executioner's sword and under the severcst
triais, how thsy danced with joy when they were surrounded by the
most severe porléeutiqna, and how they faced martyrdom witﬁ benign
faith and smiling countenances. ‘Bome of us went to the station to
bid the pilgrims farewsll and wish them great courage in their
spiritual labor,.



M this mmi!ig I walked toward the sea, and as I
passed the pae of the Beloved I saw him walking to and fro in his
room and taxing to the pilgrims who were going to lemve at nine
o'eloek, 1e did not come all morning, and about noon he paased by
our house. About four o'clock he sent for Mirsa Moneer. In the

rose gardan nemr-by many tablets were dictated to the ecastern and
western Bahais. Theses tablets must no doudbt carry with them not
enly the ideal f;a,gmnqes of the paradise of Abha, but the actual
perfume of the'n'owera siratohing before his loving vision. They
have a special charm and significance to me, and a8 I translate or
read them the beautiful rose garden with its luxuriant verdancy and
fragrant flowers passes before my sight, and I lovk upon each ong
of thess table.ts as & spiritual rose, nuver-tuding, imperishable,
gent ar . givine gift to the friends of God. These roses of the
ringdom of Abha are being scatiered all over the world, perfuming
the nostrils of mankind, and not only in these days dbut throughout
all generations to come. Just think of the Beloved. Visualize him
in your mind &s walking amongst the flower=beds, pausing hére to
pick 4 rose, there a qamaticm, inhaling them in the sweeiness of
hig spirit, and dictating words of life and wisdom.

Herein I will quote for you in ite entirety the tablet on

backbiting. It i3 revealed to Dr. M. G, Skinner of Washington,

D, C.

HE I8 GOD?!?
0 thou my Doctori
Thy letter was rocé.tved. Thou hast written regarding thy

almg. How bleased are theae aims ! 3!}33(“1&113‘ the lack of backbit-
ing (gossip, faultfinding, etc.) I hope that you may become



o

sonfirmed therein. Because the worst human quality and the most
great sin is baeckbiting, and most aspecially when it emanates from
the tongues of ths helisvers of God. If soms meansg were dévised BC
that the doors of backbiting could be shut eternally and each one
of the believers of God unsealed his tongue in the praise of the
other, then the teachings of His Yoliness Baha'o'llah would have
been spread, the hearts illuminated, the spirit glorified, and the
human world tould;have attained to everlasting felicity.

I hope that the believers of God will shun duckbiting
sompletely {(gossip-making and faultfinding), sach one praising the
other cordially, and believe that backbiting is the cause of ths
divine wrath; to such an sxtent that if & person backbites Lo the
extent of one word he may become dishonored amongst the pevple; be-
cause the most hateful charmoteristic of man is faultfinding. One
must expose the praiseworthy qualities of the souls and not their
evil attributes. The friends must overlook their shortcomings and
faults and spsak only of their virtues and not their faults,

It is iuistod that His Holiness Christ (may my life be a
sacrifice to him!) one day accompanied by his apostles passed by
the corpse of & dead animal. One of them said: "How putrid huas
this animal become !™ Another exclaimed: "How ig is deformed!?” A
third cried out: *What a stensch! Xow cadaverous looking ! But Jlis
Voliness Christ told them: "Look at its teeth. Yow white they
are!" Consider that he did not 1o0ok st all at the defects of that
animal; nay, rather he searched well until he found the beautiful
white teeth. Ne observed only the whiteness of the feeth and overw
looked entirely the deformity of its body, the dissolution of its

organs, and the bad odor.



,This is the attribute of ths children of the kingdom,
T™his is the conduct and the manner of the real Bahais.
I hope that all the believers will attain to this lofty

gstation, Upon thee and -upon them be Baha el Abhal

(Signed) Abdul Baha Abbas.

Toward the evening the Beloved called at the apartment of
Yirza Abul Fas), anéd finding there a fow young Arab students spoke
to them on general subjeéts. Yor the present Mirza Abul Fazl is
writing a book, which m‘y be considered when finished as the chief

work of his busy and stormy life.

Ahmad Sohrab.
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FROM MIRZA AHMAYDT SOHRAB

| Ramleh, Egypt, Aug. 12, 1913,
Dear Triends:- .

This is the time that the American believers must give
more attention té the spread of the teachings amongst those people
who have not yet heard of thias movement, so that their petiticns
may bo forwarded to the Beloved. There nust be a general forward
movament and activity among all the Bahai assemblies of the coun-
try. For the moment, personal questions must be forgotten and laid
aside, and the supreme question of spremding the lights of the
kingdom of Abha gain the upper hand. The Yaster loves to see the
results of the work of the friends. If the believers are teaching
now souls, if those later ones have entered the édvaneing army of
the Supremne COndourao, no doubt they would like to write to the Be-
loved 80 that thelr names may be recorded in the book of life.
These new souls must be encouraged to write to the Master, while
the sun is yet shining from the Center of the Covenant. There are
many believers who have received many tablets from Abdul Babx. Many
of the Bahals quoy the privilege of having from one to one hundred
tablets, yet they hunger for more. Vell, from one standpoint I do
not eritieise this spiritual greed. 3But in order to render dus
praise to God for thess unparelleled graces they must teach others,
80 that new friends may enjoy at least:tha distinetion ¢f recelving
ons tablet from the Huster. I cannot lay enough emphasis on the
importance of this subjeet. The petitions which are received from

Pergis and various parts of the Orient are penned by new believers,



and every one is a souree of great delight to the heart of the Be~
loved. He m to see new souls entering the kingdom of God. He
experiences s divine joy beocause he realizes that by virtue of
these actusl facts his generals are not remaining idle; they are
recruiting new soldiers to the drmy of Abha. The American friends
must avail thamnelvéo ot fhia great opportunity. They must loose
the tongue of elogquence and invite all men to the heavenly banquet.
They must speak with holy fire and let the Spirit of God inmpire
fheir hearts. Wnile the Master i orying, teaching, speaking, do-
ing good, should we remain silent, indifferent, speechliess, mute
and voiceless? No! A thousand times no! Why hath God given us
the tongue? To speak out his cause, to proclaim his manifestation,
to raise our voices in public mestings and gathering places, to wi-
den the c¢circle of‘human thought, and to teach his principles. Be-
cause the Master has traveled throughout Europe and America, the
Persian teachers have added a hundred times to their zeal and en-
thusiasm. VWhat, then, should the American bellevers do? Because
they have seen wi§h their own eyes, heard his teachings with their
own ears, the slogan of evary.Bahai in America must be: "Let us
teach new people and let them write to the Master. New believers!
New petitions!* From Maine to Calitornié the unanimous ery must he
raised. Let every Bahai teach one person a month, and let him
write his faith to the Beloved. The friends must not let matters
of no vital import#nce engage their attention, All their mental,
intellectual and ppiritusl forces must become concentrated upon the
achievement 0f one object: Teach the causs! Teach the cause! Ko

other thought, no other idea, no other plan must enter their



radiant cranjums. I am more earnest to-day about this subject than
at any other time. If you do not catch my fiery earnestness ecross
the ocean, if you do not feel the same sﬁirit of get-up-and-do-
something in your constitutions, well, I am to de blamed for it, be=
cause some of my eonnactihg wires may have become tangled. The
cause will not.stand'stili._ If we o not.&rise to teach new soule,
we are the losers; we have let the golden opportunity pass from ug.
Other servants with greater capacity will arise to do the work that
the Yaster wants us tc 4o in his own day. Let us make his heart
happy and fulfil his anticipations. The road is paved; the highway ~
is straight. -It al)l depends upon our effort.

This morning the Beloved sent for me. He was feeling
sell. ¥ra. Getsinger was called in the }oqm and the plan of her
Journey to Indis was discussed. GChe 1iiat a mysterious, oriental
life, to vwhich she 1s accustomed and whigh.muat be very charming.

I mean she lives with the holy family, presided over by the Great-
est FHoly Leal = tﬁe gister of the Master. It is a great privilege
and rare distinction. Then the Beloved dictated a few tablets and
cablegrams gnd.I_waa given permission to retire. In the afternoon
the Master passed by the house, followed by Shougi Effendi, and
QSked for Mirzs Moneer. In the garden many tsblets were revealed.
¥o one is allowed to go thera during these hours unless permitted
by him. One of.the tablets lately revealed ig to ¥r. Eckstein of
Stuttgart. He 1s a fine Bahal and translated the words of the Mas-

ter on many occasions during our recent trip. It is as follows: -



@ thou illumined man!

‘The days I sgpent with thee in Stuttgart I ghall never
forget, for at all times were we associated together with the ase
aigtance of the braaths of the Holy Spirit. The epirit of the cone
firmation of His Foliness Baha'o'llah waved over these meetings;
the lights of the kingdom shone forth from the horizon of Abha; the
invineible aids descended successively; the hearts were in the ut=
most joyoumness; the gpirits were exhilarated with the divine glad
tidings and each one of the believers was shining like unto u can=-
dle. ©On this'accouﬂt, thege days will-never be Targotten.

¥ow it 1s my hope that afterzmy departure the fire of the
love of God may flamo with greater intensity and that thou mayest
sing a heavenly melody in every gathering. ces ave  eay

I am most grateful to and satisfied with the believers of
Stuttgart., Truly I say they are blessed gouls. I shall never fore

get them for one moment. Their remembrunce makes me very happy.

In this way the Master thinks of all his children in all
parts of the world, A

Ahmad Sohrab.



//(/ AR,

FRON NIRZA AHMAD SOHRAB

Ramieh, Hgypt, Aug. 13, 1913,
Dear Friends:i= '

To he out in the sarly morning walking through the sylvan
lanes of Raﬁléh until you reach the shores of the Mediterranean,
and then stand quietly watehing the royal sun rising slowly with
its majestic splendor out of the eastern horizon, scattering gold
dust through the clear space, is a rare sight, never to be forgote-
ten, & fe2ast for the soul of the lover of nature, & wonderful sym;
hol of the glorious dawn of the Sun of Reality. When svery span of
space wag filled with the soft rays of prismatic oolors, my atten-
tion was drawn to the beach and how the little foanmy waves washed
away the sands. Soon I saw a barefooted Arab walking very near the
shore, leaving behind him clear footprints. Then two or three
waves washed away entirely all traces of these footprints as though
there had beon none at all. How wonderfully illustrative of the
lives of many human beings who are born indifferently end die with-
out handing down to posterity any trace of their several score of
years., If, on the other hand, man dedicates his life to the sere
vice of the kingdom, gaining the guidance of God, and characteriz-
ing himself with the attributes of divinity, he will become eternal
and everlasting. The lifa of such a man will be an example to all
menkind; the activitie§ of such a peribn will be universal in their
soope; the thoughts of such a being will influenge and direct many
lives; the precepts of éuch & personality will be the fpundation

upon which the structure of human well-being will be laid, and the
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meegage of such & man will find ite way 1n£o the deep consciousness
of every oreaturej in other words, his 1ife will be exactly contra-
ry to the experience of the footprints of the Arab on the beuch.
These were my thoughtﬁ when I traced my steps back to the house. I
pagsed by the abode of the Beloved. I oould see him walking to and
fro, erect and majestio, a real king leaving his celestial palace
and coming down upon the earth to walk and mingle with his subjects.
¥hen I reached home, after half an hour the Master him-
self came to inquire about the health of his servant. The star of
his love dawned from the horizon of our hesarts and we responded
joyfully to his questionsg, put in happy vein, about fasting, eating,
etc. After.a few miimtap, he sat down and oorreoted the tablets
which had been dictated for the iﬁst two days. Then in eonneotion
with hig remarks about the Pargians who confess to be Bahais bhe-
cause they expect some material profit he t@ld the following story:
"When we were in Baghdad there was & very prominent man

who used t0 come often to see Baha'o'llah. IHe sat in his presence
with the greategt respect and listened to the utteranoes of the
Rlessed Perfection attentively. One day he tried to eipress his

~ faith and belief in this cause with all apparent sincerity and dee
votion. 'Yes, my lord! Yes, my lord!' he concluded his talk, ]
thoroughly believe in the cause. In the year 1830 one ¢of the great
teachers of this movement pasged by our cify. I met him and he
talked with me for 8;7ora1 days, which convinced me of ths validity
of this revelation. ¥From that time on I have been a believer.' "
Then the Master laughed and said: "This man did not know that the

beginning of this cause was'in 1844, and so in order to convince usp



of the genuineness of his belief he would set the time of his ac-
ceptance before the appearance o: the Bab!"

"At another time there were riftcen celebrated thieves in
Baghdad., They raided many houses during the night. The government
and the police were unable to find their whereabouts. One night
they robbed the stores of several Persian merchants, and aceording
to the law of eupituiatipd the Persian Consul did his best to catch
them. This Gonsﬁl wus very greedy &ndfavaricious, and he was more
interested in his personal profit than in finding the robbers and
giving back to the merohants what had been stolen from them. One
morning early 1 arose and came out of the house. I saw there were
tifteen uncouth men waiting in a row. Their spokesman told me that
they were the band of thieves and in order to escape the wrath and
rapacity of the Conaul they had come tb take refuge under the ghel=
ter of Baha'ot'llah and become Bahais. I inquired their whereahouts
and gave them some advice and sent them away. Knowing that if the
goods were taken by the Consul they would never be returned to
their ownérs, I sent one of the bellievers to¢ the chief of the band,
requiring him to return everything, which he did with satisfaction.
The merchants in turn quietly received all their stolen goods withe
out the mediation of the Consul. But when he (the Conmsul) heard of
wy part in this affair he was very wroth, because I had taken this
matter out of h;i Juti;diction. He expected to fatten his booket-
book, and not sucgboaing he tried ever afterward to injure us on
every occgnioﬁ.

"Amongst thesge robbers theﬁo was one whose nume was

Heydar. As & punishment for a former raid, the Government had cut



o ff both his hands. Notwithstanding this handicap, he was the
oleverest of them all. Ona morning one of the believers came to me
and said: ‘Last night my money, whioch was sewed in a special pocket
in my vest, was oéolen. I do not know who has done it or how it was
doneg.' I told him to go and bring his vest. Having brought it, I
observed that the pocket was not ripped with a knife but ohewed to
piéges with the teeth. I did not say anything, but sent for Hey-
dar. When he arrifed I told him: 'Thou hast stolen the money of
thig poor man. Give it baek to him,' He tried to deny. I said:
'T.ook at this vest. It is not torm with a knife, as any ¢ther man
would have done were he in possession of hands. Thou hast chewed
the pocket with thy testh.! No, he would not confess that he had
stolen it. Then I ordered thé'bast;nado to be brought in. After a
few lashes on the soles of his feet he took out of his npocket the
snall bundle and gave it to its owner. Then he was released.”
Spesk ing about the army of poor who daily surround him,
begging assistange in various ways, he said: "It is very strange
"that up to this t imes not one Persian haa_coms hhrg just to pay a
social call or to express a8 graeting of ﬁelcomé. Every one of them
wants money or help. During the period of unjust persecutions and
sufferings, no one came near except the tested and tried friends,
those who wigh for nothing else save the love of God and the knowl-
edge of the HMerciful. Bafore my departuré for Amefica, the poor of
all nationalities came to me,- Persiana, and Turks, Arabs and Syri=
ans, Greeks, Furopeans, etc., belonging to all religions and )
faiths. I gladly helped every one without any distinction of race

or color, but this year I camnot do it Lo the same extent because



our American and European expenses total@d & great euﬁ, beyond our
endurance; even now I am under a heavy'debt. However, you see that
although theae ditficuliies exist, I do not send away one man withe
out satisfying in some way his immediate want. The worst condi-
tions of 1ife 18 when one ism in urgent nesd of the means of liveli=
hood. It is indeed vary sad if a person begs assistance and oneg isa
unable to relleve him of the burden or conﬁ-;'ibute something to his
relief.” Then changing the mode of his expression he said:

. "One day & layman went to & Mullah and asked gseveral
questions, The Mullah did not answer him. fhe man then told him:
'Tave you not read in the Koran, "You must not turn away a question-
er”?! The Mullah in turn rejqinedf 'Hast thou not also read in ths -
gsame Toly Book the injunction: "Give not thy pussessions to the
foel"?! Now my possessions are the ideals and lmowledges of truth.
I mugt protect them from the intruders.*

Then he interpreted a dream of Mirza'Ali Akbar and left
our precinets to attend to the many works of charity vwhich call for
his personal help.

A hew'pilgrim arrived to-day from Beirut. He is an 014
Bahai and has a most Arsmétic history. He has a4 most limited edu-
cation, but out of the clearness of his heart and the beauty of his
faith he interpreis the vérsaﬂ of the Xoran and ocarriea along mosgt
instruotive discourses on gpiritual subjects. The Master has laugh-
tngly asked him to interprét in his presence ¢one Koranic verse eve
ery day.

¥hen I returned from Alexandria in the afternoon they
told me the ¥aster had asked for me. I went immediately to the
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.garden, Seeiﬁg me gtanding near the door, he permitted me to enter
and take a seat. He wamp walking in the avenue fronting a most
charming rose garden and dictating tablets to Mirza Monssr. Shougi
Efferidi and Mr. Sprague were also there. For nearly threc hours

the limpid stréam of revelation was flowing to irrigate the parched
ground of the hearts in distant climes, and just as ths sun was

sinking below the western horizon he revealed a most touching pray-
e¢r, his heavenly voice rising and faliing like the music of the
spheres, now chanting in a clear, r;ch voice, now low, in sweet
undertone, The effect of hip voice made us forgetful of every=
thing. .Tha dusk of the evening, ihe lovely murmur of the breeze
through the roses and the trees, the unbroken calmness of the ate-
mosphere, the spiritual beauty 0f the presence of the ¥apter, and
then as we looked up &t the twinkling stars gazing down upon us we
in reality thought that we were worshiping our glorious king of
kings in thb'holieat moment of our lives. The context of the pray=-
er was a supplication toward the throne of the Almighty about the
purification of the souls, the spiritualizing of the hearts, in or=
der that they may sing the praises of their Lord and cause the
ringing'voices.ot "Ya Baha el Abhal® to ascend from their neeting
places to the Supreme Conesourse,

A we left the garden, methought thal wonderful prayer of
the Beloved asconded on wings of light and was accepted by the

Ruler of mankind.



FROM MIRZA AHXAD SOHRAB

Ramieh, Egypt, Aug. 14, 1913.
Dear ¥riends:= _

Yesterday afternoon the Master read to us a letter re-
ceived from-Kashan, giving thé detgails of the examination of the
children of the Bahai Behool in that city;_ There were more than
700 pupils present, and all the scholars oxamined came out with
flying colors. The school huae become a credit tc the Bahail comuau=
nity and every one speaks about it. Another letter from Yeheran
was given us by the Naster to read., It contained a graphic de-
geription of the examination of the students of the School of Tur-
hiat, Thirty students with the pregident of the schouvl and the
teachers present themselves every day befors the Board of Examiners
appointed by the Government in the College of Darol-Fonoum. Twenty~
one out of thirty.pupile-received their dip;omaa. This in itselft
ghows the earnestness of the studenté of the School of Tarbiat and
their thorough education and readiness for examination. After this
examination, which lasts for several days, the faculty of the
Schoel of Tarbiat arrange.s. & wonderful feaa‘t{ to be given for the
public, to which more than two thousand people ars being invited.
The School of Tarbiat is well known throughout Persie &8 & Bahai
ingtitution. It ranks high for its Bduca.tioﬁal standard, and its
hranch for girls is headed by Miss Lilian Kappes. It has been
slowly but surely forging ahead, notwithstanding many stumbling
blocks in its path.. Its progress and steady advancement is very -

dear and near to the heart of Abdul Baha. He hopes that it may
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hecome a wonderful ihfluenc‘ Tor culture and refinement throughout
all Persia, and those friende in Americ# who are assisting in sone
way or another thia,achdol are asgisting the cause in an unquali-
Tied manner. Not only the American friends have realized the im=-
portance of thin'faut, but also the Indian Bahais in far-off India
are doing their beat {9 support this sochool., In a tablet revealed
a few days ago to the beliéverslof Rangoon he says: "Whatever cone
tribution you 3end taward the School of Tarbiat in the eatimation
of Abdul Baha is much beloved.® Thus we observe in these various
comuands and suggestions of Abdul Beha thy hand of God working for
the progress of the aims of this Bahui school., The western friends
have rendered s worthy service through the ingtrumentality of the
Orient Occident Unity in Washington to the School of Tarbiat and
other ingtitutions., It 18 hoped that this channel of philanthropy
%ill be continually widened, its wvarious interests solidified, its
annual scholarship list kept up and inoressed in number, and its
wholesome diiinternlted Influence ei;anded. Ag this is a universal
undertaking, and as ever& universsl undertaking is divine in ori-
gin, its ;ctivitieu wil) continue and its leaves will ever be
gregn. God has confirmed this work iq many ways, and will confirm
those who &re serving.

This morning the Beloved sent Basheer for mas. When I
stood in hia presence he spoke with tenderness and quiet beauty, In
his face there was the serenity of the kingdom, the newness of the
spring, and the delicacy of the roses; Through his tongue the ane
gels of love an& affection uttered words of virtue and merey. 1

could hear the asolian harps playing in infinite chords of sound



and color. My spirit was transported into the seventh heaven of
ecatasy. Do you hear his hsavenly voice playing through the multi-
tudes of cha.rniing strains and celestia.lz notes?

*I have brought thee with me,” he saild, "that I may edu-
cate thee according to my own standard. As soon as I observe that
thou hast attained to that standard, I sheall gend thse away. Daily
thou must prapﬁre'thyaclf for the gervices of the causs hefeore
thee, Thou must live in such.a manner that wherever thou goest
thou mayest attract from the kingdom of Abha the divine confirma=
tione of the Blesped Perfection., ILike uﬁto the nightingale thow
must sing, 1ike unto the bird thou must soar, like unto the tree
thou must bear fruit, like unto the breeze thou must waft{ over
mountain and desorﬁ.and similar to the artist thou must paint,
Sanctified and holy, thou mugt occupy thy time with the diffusion
of the lights of the kingdom, strive in the enkindlement of the
hearts and the reganération of the souls. Thou must be the servant
of the Blessed Beauty and create a ;;eat reverberation in the
spheres of thoughts and idaals.' Thou must desire for the protec-
tion of thine eyes in ordar to behold his beauty and thine ears in
oraer to hear his musie. My wish for thee is to be Hrained in ac=~
cord with my nature and walk in my footsteps, so that when I send
thee away I may ever receive as in former ﬁimes gladé news from
thee; that I may declare that my son, my Ahmad, is the'sprsaaar of
the cause of His Foliness Baha'c'llah, that he is the congueror of
the cities of the heartn; that he is the torch-bearer in the high-
way of guidance, and the radiant star in the hsaven of the supreme

concourse. There 1s'much work to be done. Gird up the loins of






human things, comprehensible by my limifed mind. He dictated mev-
eral tablets for the boelisverg of Persia., The end of the last tab-.
let contained a very spiritusl supplication. He chanted it aloud
as8 I wrote it down. When I idft his presence my forehead was fur-
rowed with lines of thought. T walksd through the streets as & man
in a dream. I had'ﬁnch food for reflection and dedication.

In the afternoon, as he passed by the housse to go to the
garden, he called me to go with him., In reply to his cablegram to
“rs. Goodall he had received an answer which made him very happy.
“"She is my belovad, heavenly daughter. ©he is the daughﬁer of
Bahalo'llah, ever ser;ing the cause with & rare faithfulness and
magnanimity,” he said, as he told me the contents of the cable. He
srpoke very lovingly about Mrs. Getsinger. *If she conducts herself
according to my instructions she shall move India and teach many
souls., ¥er words are endowed with effect. Severed from all else
save God, §he must go to YIndia, relying upon Baha'c'llah for con-
firmation.® |

I gave the Masgter & 1ist of the names of the Rahai assem=
blies of America and Europe, requesting him to revesl a tablet to
the members of each assembly. He took the list and put it in his
pocket,. |

At the geate of the garden there were two poor Persians
standing., He told me to bring them in, and finding that he had no
money with him he horfowed from some one present two pounds and

gave one to each.

Talking about & person he gaid: *The difference between

me and the rest is that I wish the welfare of the people for their



own sake and without any ulterior motive} I desire that every one
of the friends shine as the sun. Others.may love you, but it may
be for some wlterior purpose. They may love you because they ex=-
peot some day to receive some reward from you, but I expect reward
from no one. There are some people who desire to wallow in the nud,
but they helieve they are the“worldwilluhinating suns. I want to
release them from thess impediments, but they cry out: 'No, no! We
arg suns and stafa; we are not in need of thy education.' XNotwithe
standing this, I must open the way for their freedom."

Then he walked toward the end of the garden and spoke for
4 few minutes with the gardener. ?fhe gurdener picked three roses =~
one white, one pink, and one red - and offersd them to the Master, =
& beautiful symbol to those who know the significances and meaning
cf sach color. With these roses in hie ﬁund, he faced the setiing

X

sun. The horizon was suffused with purple and crimson. For a long

{ime he looked toward the west, as though expecting to ses the sun
rising from that direction. He was in deep thought, his cyes radi-
ating like two stars. Without a word he walked out of the garden,

and we followed him.
- Ahmad Sonrab.



FROM NIRZA AHXAD SOERAB

Ramieh, Egypt, Aug. 15, 1913.
Neur Friends:=

Tlow are you to-day? Ars you happy? Are you glad hecause
you are living in this unparalleled dey of the Lord? Are you fac-
inz the world and its puzzling problems this morning with courage
and enthusiasm? Are you going to make another heart happy beside
your own? Will you open the window of your heart tu the sunshine?
Ig the meadow of your life verdant? Will you continue to be hope~
ful and optimistic? WI1ll you dedicate yourself anew to Lhe service
of your fellow-men? Are you feeling the whir and stir of the New
Davrt? What will you 4o next to benefit mankind? Whaut kind of
thoughts and idéals do you hold in the secrel chambers of your
minds? Ars they exalted and lofty? Are they hunanitarian and dis-
interested? Let us make a new regolution on this day. Let us
stand up and with radiant faith proclaim the cause of God.

This morning our new pilgrim, Haji Mohammed, from.Bei}ut,
carried on a long disgcussion with me. "Religion and atheisn, faith
and agnosticism, are like two streams which have beon flowing from
ungnown sources‘aince the genesis of mankind. The former 1&g sweet,
and the lattqr is bitter. 'When the stream of religion hecomes &
turbulent torrent the stream of athelsm is dried up; therefore the
fresh stream of faith must ever bhe strong in order to consume the
bitter stream without any change in its own taste. In thie day,
otuir lord Baha'o'llah, from the inaccesgihle heights of the mountain

of revelation, has sent down upon the valley of humanity fresh and



sweeping torrents to swell the volume of the stream of religion and
brine within its embrace all the¢ streams of materiulism. EREach Ba-
hai is a new torrent, and must roar with the power ¢of reality. This
stream of truth is greater than an ocean. xt'cleara the path of
all the thorns and thistles and leaves ﬁehind culture and giviliza-
+ion." To hsar from an illiterwate nan such &an explanation as this
ig a great thing. Of course he went on talking about other things,
vut J have just given you an illusiration of how the hearts of
these people are sst aglow with the fire of the xnowledge of God.

After awhile I was sunmonad to the presenca of vur Belov-
gd, He was In a hurry to send & cable to America, and us goon as
he dictated it I was senﬁ with “irza Ali Akbar to Alexandria to
dispatch it. When we arrived at the Hastern Telegraph Office, afl=
ter three quarters of an hour, Ali Akbar had forgotten to bring
money. He had to go back to Ramleh., I staid in the city, walking
in this and the other avenue. When he returned the messuges were
gent and we were back in Ramleh by noon.

At three o'clock Basheer told Mirza Malmoud and myself
that,‘according to the wigh of our lord, Shougi Effendi will take
us this afternoon to the National Gurdeﬁ, Fouzha, the famous park
of Alexandria. I welcomed thig invitation, because I was looking
forward to the day when I might see this public garden. We took
the electric-car for Alexandri#, then another car through the city
before we reached Nouzha. It has & finc‘g&te, and as ong enbters on
every side there are shady, inviting avénues and lanes. There are
nany animals, and a part of our time waé taken in looking at then.

"Aren't they awfully funny!® a little girl watching them cried



out. There was a party of English tourists who 8tood before every
cage adniring the mimicry and antics of‘the noenkeys. “Aren't they
awfully funny!® & little girl amongst them eried out. The flower
beds are laid out very artistically. There is & lake and meny
small reservoirs of water in whieh fish disport thomselves with
grzat abandon. Tall palm trees, at the top of which hang many
clusters of green dates, lend a charming Arabian effect. It was
almost sunset when we left the park, having thoroughly enjoyed its
gcenic beauly and large green vistas. We walked back half of the
way, and for the other half took the car.

When we reached the house ithe Muster was seated talking
t¢ the friends. ¥e told us to hurry and go with the rest of the
pelievers to the meeting in Haji Khorasaan;‘s houvae. There we met
three other pillgrims from Cairo! Mirza Abui Gagem, El Yahan, and
Wirza Javad. Later.on, three other believers from Csiro (Arabs)
arrived to meet the Master, so the meetins was enlivened by the
presence of these newcomers, Tea was served, prayers vere chanted,
and different ones spoke, It wus & lovely,:informal,.spiritual
mashing .

During our absence in the afternocon Osman Pasha, one of
t»¢ ministers of the Khedive, called on the ﬁaater, oonveying the
loving rreetings of the ruler of ¥gypt and hﬁs longing to meet the
nsloved again. Theé date was then fixed for fhe afiernoon of the
17th, His Highness the Fhedive is now living in Alexandria. He
has his summer resort near Ramleh, but has not yet occupied 1t. He
lives in one of his palaces fronting thy sea, called Ra'as-otiin,

’”‘8 madive is very friendly toward the movement and has special

L H



regard for the Master., It may be that ﬁistory will record that he
is the only Oriental ruler who has received the real king with due
honor. _

W¥hile we werce wulking through the garden of Nouzha, the
seloved wus dictualing bosutiful tablevs to tiirza Monser in another
rerden in Ramleh. One of thesu tablets 1s to the little daughter
¢f ‘ru. Yheodore de Bona, whose husband is o dentist in Cairo, but
now all three are on a vacstion dn Switzerlana., Her name is *ona,

+.

g0 in this dalisvtful menmer the Trster opens the tablet:

") hou my dardling 1ittle Mopa!l

Thy tiny eloguent letter wes received, and thy sweet,
dear thourhts becare known. Kesi thou assured thwt 1 shail behold
the eraurming lovely. face, and from bthy dadnty mouth I shall hsar a
wonderful melody and song in the glorification, Bh&nkﬁgiving and
sralze ol ihe Almighty.

dpon thnae be Raha el Abha!

{3igned) Abdul Baha Abbag."

Thus he ghowers hig mercy wpoen &ll, upon the Yittle chilg
w3 el as upon grownsups,

Ahmag Sohrab.



Raml eh, Bgypt Aug, \
16 1913,

Dear Friends:=

May I be permitted to open this day by quoting & Tablet revealed
to an Indian Bahai in Rangoon, who has translated into Hindustani
language the Holy Books of Ighan, Seven Valleys and Hidden Words?
His name is Abbas Ally Butt Oashmires- ¥r., Jos. H.Hannen had for-
warded & copy of his letter to him to the Master, and the following
is an answer to iti=

HB I3 GOD!

0 thou Abbas of Abdul Baha! O thou namesake of Abdul Baha!

The letter that thou didst write to Mr, Hannem, that beloved
personage forwarded a copy of the same to me, Shouldst thou realize
what an ecstatioc condition was obtained through the reading of thy
letter, unquestionably thou wilt become enkindled like unto a candle,
like unto a moth thou wilt burn thy wings and similar unto the
nightingale thou wilt hroak forth into songs of thanksgiving and g
glorification, -

I love thes, and w koart and soul obtains the utmost Joy and
fragrance when I remember thee. I hope tha.t thou wilt become assist-
ed in rendering mighty service.» = = =~ =« ~ - « = =

It is my hope that thou wilt become oonﬁmed and aided in
the diffusion of the tragrancea of God and spread the Tablets and
Holy Words.

Convey to. all the friends the wonderful Abha greeting!

Upon thee be Baha Kl Abha!
(S8igned) Abdul Ba.ha. Abbas

One of the bilgrims* K Yahan~-an o0ld man, had brought with
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him from Cairo a boguet of white, fragrant flowers and six white l
fez for the Master, He stayed with us last night, but we did not/enj oy
much sleep, becauss he kept our party in good humor until the weé

hours 0f the morning. About ten o0'clock he desired the flowers and :
the fez to betaken to the Master, which I did with great pleasure.

I knooked at the door, and to my delight and suprise the Beloved ‘E
cpened it; He took the bundle out of my hand and told me He would
send for him in & few minutos. :

< Al day I aufferod from & bad headache, and I tried in various
ways to get rid of it, but to0 no avail, : Although physical health
is not important, yet tha absencs of it kéeps ‘one from the accom~
plishment of duty.

In the afternoon, after 4‘clock, the Beloved could be found
in the garden of roses preparing spiritua.l banquets to be forward- j;—-'}(
ed to the believers of fne Bast and the West. May these heavenly i
roses perfume the nostrils of all mankind! May they scatter their
aroma to all parts o0f the globe! May they refine the dingy atmos-
phere of materialism and withering unbelief! MWay they dispel the ;'-_:%
clouds of superstitions and doubts?! ' May they adorn the chambers ¥
and halls of the spirits and souls!? : %

At Bix o'clock I salled on Mr. Atwood. After awhile Miss His-
cock came, and for about an hour we talked about the Cause, and
what each of us would have liked to do were he capsble and endowed
with ability. When I returned home, I found to my great disappoint=~

ment that the Master had ,como a.nd leh'.. Alan., -¥hat n;;l.aerab].e luck




Aug. 16, 1913,

one must have, thus to migs seeing the Beloved of the world!

Every night after dinner Mirsza Alji Akbar and myself, take a
long walk as far as Sidi Jaber. Arriving there, We sit in front of
a Turkish Cafe, facing the broad mvenue. Around this Cafe there
are many palm trees. We watch the long stream of carriages and mo=-
tors driving by from Eamleh to Alexandria, many of them carrying
shrouded Turkish and Arabian ladies of the social world to the city,
to the theatres and places of amusement. Then we drink coffee,
lemonade and sherbet, all for the munificent sum of five oents.
~ After half an hour's rest, we walk back home, talking now and then
about America and the friends. These lovely walks in the moonlight
nights are most attractive, especially when we remember this friend
or that in the far=off populous oities of the United States, and
then we turn and inquire of ourgelves “where ars we?® "In Egypt?"
But our hearts are united in the love of Abdul Baha, no matter where
we are! : :

A letter was received from Mashad, in which the writer states
that there are two believers in the city, & German and an Austrian.
They are taught by the Persian believers. The Master says in answer:
"Thou hast given the utmost praise to the two believars, German
and Austrian, Come and go to 8tuttgart and see with thine eyes
what has happened! Those two,.blessed souls are living in your midst
and are the samples of those friends. 8uch persons have entered
bensath the Tent of Providence in Germany, each one of whom signs
like unto an etherial angel! Their hearts ave attracted with the
Love of God, and their spirits rajoiced with the Glad-tidings of God!
Exeroise the utmost of kindness and love toward those holy souls
who are with you, Give the name of Hossein t0 the German and
Hassan to the Austrian. In these names there is & wisdom. You
will become informed of it later."

In another Tablet he gays: ®All the believers of God and the
maidgservants of the Merciful must summon the people to the Kingdom
and be the cause 0f the guidance of the inhabitants of the world.
They must live and conduct themselves in such a manner that in

sanctity, prayerfulness and devotion they may bscome distinguished
from the rest of mankind!® '

To the two friends who bid us farewell in Marsellles, he says:
"Praige be toc God that you have not forgotten the time of our meet-
ing, and your hearts and souls are attracted to Baha'o!llah. I
hope that you will obtain complete concentration of thought, s¢9 that
you may have no other ideas and sonceptions ssve Baha'o'llah. Then
you shall make extraordinary progress and the Confirmetions of the
Kingdom of God shall descend upon you. You ghall discover & seecing
eye and & heart overflowing with the Love 0f God. TYour breaths
shall have influence upon others, and your tongues will become the

interprsters of the Holy Books. Therefore strive as much as you
dan to attain this station!"

Ahmad Sohrab.



FROM MIRZA AHMAD SOHERAR

Ramleh, Egypt, Aug. 17, 1913,
Dear Yriends:~-

This was an important date in the Rahai calendar, hecause
the ruler of the gpiritusl world and the ruler of Xgypt met each
other for tho second or third time, Beyond this bare announcsment
I have no further 1nfornstian. ¥e may not know any more than this,
Bave what the Master 'may in his wisdom tell us. He may ygive us la=
ter on gome bare outlines of the meeting, so in our imaginations we
may construct some sort. of conerote plcture or ne wmay not divulge
any of the details. ' No pue bf the believars was present, o that I
cannot even get a second hand report. He has tuld us how he met
His Highness the Khedive at the first interview about two ycars
ago. It 1z enough to know thet on this day, bhetween 3 and 6 P. M.,
the sovereign of ngpt had the honor and privilege of talking with
the idcal sovereign of the hearts.

I wag given the joy undimmed oi gtanding in the presence
of my lord and master this morming. The more one receives his ben-
ediction the greater becomes his hunger, Mres. Getsinger was called
in and the questlon of traveling companion wasg discussed. Differ-
ent names were mentionea but no one mentioned up to the requirce=-
mentg of the Beloved. Then the name of Mrs. Isabel Frager was pre-
sented. Why, the tace of the Muster beamed with satisfaction?! .

"Wey ! Yes!“ he. exclaimed, delighted. "She is Just the right per-
gon, T love her very much. I always desired to give her & gers

vice. Why did we not think of her sooner? 8She will render o groeat
service in India. Her heart is attached to the cause. She has no
other thought exeept the love of Baka'o'llah.™ Then he dictated a
cablegram to be sent to Rer without delay, the contents of which is
as follows: "If pogeible leave immediately for Port Said. Wish
send thee India for mervice. Cable Yazdl. Abbas." ’

Al)l day I wag thinking how beautiful it will be to neet
Igabel Fraser in Egypt. I wonder whether she will come. This is
the greatest opportunity of her Life. If ghe is wise, she will
grasp 1t by the neek. Then later on she may meet the Beloved in
India and Joiln his party throughout the far Bastern countries.

Between sly. and seven the Beloved came to our house and
staid more than an hour, He spoke on the subject of the enmity of
the ignorant people &gaingt the manifestations of God throughout
every agé and cycle. This comes through the accumulation of dogmas
and traditions and blindly following religious leaders. "Some peo~-
_ple,” he said, "are Ylike unto spiders.  The more you tear to pieces
their webs of’ imaginations and imitations the greater will become
their zeal to spin them again, Once the Wrench Ambassador to the
Sublime FPorte satirically asked Foad Pasha, the Minister of TForeign
Affairs: 'How did Mohammed ascend to heaven according to your
trustworthy tradition??. Foad Pasha, rcalizlng the scoffing tone of
the Ambassador, cheerfully volunteered the angwer, gaying: '¥ith
the same ladder our Lord Christ ascended to heaven after his resur=
rection! His Pxeellancy could not say anything." Then one by one
Abdul Baha related mseveral ntorina of the time of Baha'ec'llah when
he was in Bagdad. These stories lose entirely their beauty and



charm if translated into Engligh, because they are not only in ac-
cord with Oriental eonceaption, but varts of them are masterful
plays on words and their various shades of meaning, which are en-
joyed solely by the Persians. Tha Master, knowing so well our na~
ture, from time to time supplies this demand, and thus makecs us
more captivated with his peerless witticisms and humane humor. He
nad just come from the meeting with the ¥hedlve, and as he was in
guch a lovely humor I bellsve the meeting must have bheen very sate-
igfactory. .

T conclude the day with the translation of the tableta to
e “Grsian beliecvers:!

"Consider how Abdul Raha forgot all thoughts and mentions
and turned his face toward the countries and empires, cities and
villages, mountains and deserts of the West. Day and night he wus

~engaged in teaching the cause and conveying the message. The prin-

ciple upon which his trip was directed was thias verse: '0 (God, make
all ny ideals and thoughts one ideal and one thought, and suffer me
to attain to an eternal, unchangeable condition in thj service !

He sought no rest, neither did he breathe one breath of comfort.,
Notwithstanding the weakness of congtitution, the infirmity of Llhe
body and the nervous fever, svery night I was in a city, and each

“day amaongst a community. Although at tines I cculd not speak one

word before large audiences I delivered lengthy addrasses. Working
in this manner shall bear fruits."

In another tablet he says:

"Praise be to God that this seeond jowrney is happily ,
completed, and from the West I have returned to the East. But this
second voyage cannot he compared with the first Furopean trip, bew
cause America is not comparable with Burope. That country is an-
other world. Its inhabitants are another people; their capacitics
and receptivities of another type. Thorefore Abdul Baha found a
v23t arena and an unlimited expanse and opportunity. In all the
convantions and conferences he raised the clamor of Ya Raha el
Abhha,; and caused the clarion of 'O my Tord, the Clement,' to reach
the suprame apex. TFrom the infinite bestowals of the Hlessed Per-
fection I am anticipating tho appearance of the regulte of this
trip. I hope that this conduct of Abdul Basha will become an exam=
ple for the bhellevers, so that all of them may convey the wessage
accordingly, be a wanderer over the deserts and mountains, seeking
no serenity or composure, and taking their lives and spirits on the
pralms of their hands saocrifice them to the Bleseed Perfsction.”

Ahmad SohrabJ



FEOWM KIRZA AFWAD SOHRAD

Ram) ¢h, Rgypt, Aug. 18, 1Y15.
Deayr Frienda;~
The most significant personage living in this age and
generntion is the personality of Abdul Baha. No other person in
the history of munkind hdes boen so successful in combining the har-
monising infiuence of the Bast and West. Whether present or ab-
gent, he wiolds the scepter of spiritual power. His mighty, over=
ehadowing pregence ig felt in the remote gorners of the carth. FKis
divine perfection discerns the passing events of the time. Fig un=
srring judgment reads the secret longings of the hearts. XHis in-
fiuence and infinite knowledge spiritualize the lives of men., His
gweet love ennohles cvery degraded bheing. His sublime conscious=
ress embraces every nation of the earth. 'FHis universal conceptions
enkindle the fire of celestial dhrotherhood. ¥is lucld explanations
%311 readjust the intrieate social and economie problems of modern
civilizgation, Wis divine mind grasps the stupendous plan ¢f crea=
tion and its ultimate fruition. In his dealings with the peoplz he
ig warciful, In his treatwent of the poor he is generous. In his
assoctation with men he is helpful, Tn his intercourse wich socliew
ty he 1s forgiving. In his coming and going he is a majestie king.
In hig bearing he ig awe-inspiring., In his attitude toward mankind
Yy 15 & fauther, One who has seen him only once can never Torget
f.im, and those who have met him many timep are ready to do anytning
for himy but those who have perceived wilh a spiritual eye his real
stution are willing to. sacrifice their lives at his feet. In his
court there are various degrees of loverg., Every one, both friend
und stranger, loves him, but each person loves him from a different
gtandpoint, In turn he loves all., ¥Fe showers his mercy upon all.
e axercises kindness toward all, To love Abdul Buha ig different
from loving & human being, In the court of human love jeulousy and
rivalry may wuge war, but the lovers of Abdul Bahu must asscciate
with each other with sweet amity and fragrant fellowship. We can-
ot truly say we love Abdul Baha and then be jewlous because i% so
happens that he has lovers all over the world. If we do not re-
ceive the graces of his love, there must gomewhere be & luck of re-
ceptivity, for he is the most generous beloved that cver lived. iz
love 1s similar unto the sun. I¢ shines upon the wnirror « the re-
sult is ismediate reflection; 1t ghines upon the stone ~ the black-
nesg of the stone prevents polarization. Then let us not be sulk=
ing and harbor Jealousy and envy because vutwardly we ma; not ree
flcct the rays of his love, but let us pray for capucity. Abdul
“uhg is the mystery of love, but an open mystery. God in hig wise
dom ig daily revealing the mystery of this love so that we may
lzarn more and more of its ineffable ewectness and thoughtful ten-
derncss, ¥is 1ife 1s & living book of love in all its heights and
depthy; 1ts ink has been the blood of the martyrs, its chapters the
tragic lives of glorious soule; it is writien with the pen of dia-
rond upon the papes of universal history. Who cun measure the plow
riovug possibilities of a 1ife go complete as the life of Ahdul
Teha? He stands in the center o0f immensity; he voices the myster-
ies of eternlty; he upholds the hemveons of justice; he paces the



path of the kingdom of (God; he ushers in the dawn of & new age; he
breoathes into the dead bodies & new apirit; he begems the firmament
of the cause with the radiant stars of praiseworthy virtues; he
breaks the sealg ¢of the heavenly books; he Llires with the fiame of
the love of God the hearts of the people; he sings the gongs of the
vast and coming ages; he calls all the inhabitants of the globe to
spiritual solidarity, and he spreads far and wide the fragraunces of
the rose garden of Abhka. We are lovers of his face, adorers of his
beauty, seekers of his abode, travelers in the road of his life,
walkers after his footsteps, dwellers in his mount, soaring in his
pure atmosphera, flying toward the swmmit of his vision, #nd prais-
ing Cod for his bounty and nmercy. Those who sincerely love him
will carry on his work from step to step, laboring patiently, and
expecting naught else save the good pleasure of the Lord. To think
that he lives in Egypt, reviewing daily the events of the cause,
unswering the hundreds of letters pouring upon him from all parts,
supplying the peculiar need of the believers both in the Eagt and
the West, sending teachers here and there according te the aptitude
of the people, tiding over the furious storms of difficulties, con=
trivuting right and left to the poer, giving wdvices to theo far-
away Bahais vho stand in sore nesd of counsels, and sttending to
the thousands of details which are coming up all the time and dew
mand immediate decision, = is very significant.

This morning the Bsloved came to ug zand staid & long
time. He spoks s&bout a great Sheikh who lived in Constantinople
and was a favorite of Abdul Hamid. I{is nuame wus Aboul Hodar. Ye
tried his utmost te¢ intrigue againstv the Master, but he fuliled to
accomplish his purpose. After the declarativn of the constitution
in Turkey, hisg enemies confiscated his properties and reduced him
tv wretched poverty. This sudden change of fortune so deranged his
mind that he died a year afterward. This man thought thatl Aboul
Hamid desired to send for the Master 1o come t¢ Constantinople and
£i1l & high pesition under the governmeni, so he worked hard to
poison the mind of the Sultan against the Beloved. The Magter sent
him a mespage: "Rest thou assured that I shall not come to Constane
tinople even if I am sent for. I am the humble servant of God.
What connection is there between me and royalty? I love Cod, and
in the solitude of my prison I worsghip him better than amidst royal
splendor; nay, rather, the latter would keop me away from the
trreshold of the Almighty.® After telling us two stories about the
wiles und deceits of this man, amidst laughter and hilarity he left
us.,

- In the afterncon, while pasmsing by the door of the house,
he called for Mirzu Yomneer to go to the garden to receive the dice
tation of the holy tablets.

In the evening & numbar of the newl; arrived pilegrims re-

ceived permigsion to see him dt hig own house. We did nol meet kim '

1n tre ulternoon, because from the gurden he wenb directly to the
house to be with the rest of the fumily. -
Ahtiad Sohrab,

N
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FROM MIRZA AHMAD SOHRAB

Raml eh, Fgypt, Aug. 19, 1913.
Dear Friends:- .

"Coming immediately ~ Fraser."” The words danced bhefore
my eyes as the Beloved handed wme the.cablegram, In my hoeart there
was gladness; on my face there was a smile and the effulgencs of
entire satisfaction., - I looked up in the countenance of the Haster,
and I suw my condition is but a reflection of his. I knew it}
Naever mind, Isabel is & daring soldier of the type of the Amazons,
ever ready Lo pack up bag and. buggage and go unywhere at = uoment's
notice by the command 9of the supreme commander. A Bahai like hor
is priceless. Well done, thou good and faithful Isahel ! Thou hast
made the heart- of the Beloved very happy. Thou art indeed his
daughter, and his heart is full of love four thee. Is notthis worih
all the wealth of a Croesus ¢r & Rockefeller or a Carneric? What
is the value of all the nations compared wifh the love of the Has-
ter for thee? Well donme! I wish we had many, many more Dahais
like thee, Thou hast won the palm of vietory out of the field of
spiritual glory. I know thou shalt render great service in India.
In the presencd of the Magter thou will recelve a new baplism of
fire and spirit. He shall put in thy hand the toreh of guidance,
on thy lips the words of light, in thy heart the symbol of life,
and he shall send thee away with a new power, a new dedication, &
new vision. Art thou sailing even now on the broad, unfathomable
sen? Hagtening on and on to take up the tusk that the Vapster of
destiny hath prepared fcr thee? MHay the hands of God protect thee
throughout all thy voyage and bring thee sufe in the land of Egypt,
wherein the ldeal Joseph lives and rules and guides the progress
and evolution of a divine humanity. We are all glad because thou
art coming, and we look forward to¢ the day when we will talk aguin
of things holy &nd divine, as we were wont t¢ do in London and
Bdinburg, Bristol and Parie. Thou wilt be a welcome guest in the
holy household. - Thou ghalt have much to write for the Bahai world.
Thy star is aecending.

I staid only a few minutes in the presence of the Tnster
thie morning. He sent for me to give me this glad news. I took o
him a big package of tablets with thelr translation for the friends
in Americs and Burope, Ie himsel! attende 1o the final dispatch of
the rather voluminous mail to all parts of the werid, TVor tha lasy
f8w days his health has Yesn very good, and hig food, although sim-
ple, is regular and served at the rivht tine. INe takes long walks,
¢ither in the early morning or late afternooh, and in these walks
he is always ulone. Outwardly he is walking, but in reality he is
thinking and communing with our Maker.

In the afternoon I again had the good fortune tov be sume-
moned into his presence. A cablegran was als¢ received from YHr.
Getsinger to the effect that he has obeyed the call and is willing
to cane. Lua wag ecalled in, and in the course of the conversation
with her the Yaptaer said:

*Thou must be firm and unshakable in thy Purpose, und
never, never let any outward circumstances worry thee. Y am send-
ing thee to India to aacomplish certain definite results. 7Thou



must enter that country with & mever-failing apirituallty 8 Yadie
ant faith, an eternal enthuslasm, an inextinguishable rire, & B0lid
conviction, in order that thou achleve these results for which I am
sending thee. - Let not thy heart be troubled. If thou goest with
this unchanging condition of inveriability of inner state, thou
shalt see the doors of confirmation epen befure thy face, thy life
will be & crown of hesvenly roseg, and thou ghalt find Lhyaelf in
the highust station of triumph, Strive day and night to attain to
thig exalted station. Yook at me. Thou dost not kEnow a thousandth
part of the difficulties and seemingly insurmountable obstacles
that rise dally baefore my eyes. I do not heed them. I anm walking
in my chogen highway., I know the destinetion. ilundreds of storms
and tempepty may ragé furlously around my head, hundreds of litan-
ica ey sink to the bottom of the sea, the mad waves may rise to
the roofs of the hocavens. All these will not change my purpose,
will not disturdb me in the least, I will not 1¢ok either to the
left or to the right, I am looking ahsad. TFar, far, piercing
through the impenetrable darkness ot the night, the howling winds,
the raging storms, I see the glorious light backoning me foriard,
forward. The balmy weabther is coming, and ithe voyager shall land
sufely. Forratal-Ain had atteined to this supreme state. - Vhon
thaey brought her the terrible news of the mariyrdom of the Buhais,
she was not shaken, she did not wuver; it did not make any differ=
ence to hur, She also had chosgen her path; she knew her goal. And
when they imparted to her the news of her impending death, no one
cuuld see any sorrow in her face; she was rather huppiar. Although’
ghe never cared for dress, that day she wore her best silk dress
and jewelry, and perfumed herself with the most fragrant attar of
roses. She hailed the chamber of death as & happy bride entering

~ thhe nuptial bower of the bridegroom." Then turning his divine faee
to Tua he said: "To this lofty summit of unchanging purpoce thou
nust attain, I.ike' Korratul-&in nothing must shake thy firm
faith."

Mise Hiseock, who was with the holy family, wus called
in, The Yastar told her: "I am well pleased with thee. ZThy aim is
to sarve the cause. The day ie coming whon I shall command thee to
teach.” 8he aaid: ™I have no other hope save in this cawue and the
love of Abdul Bahm.* “I know, I know," the Beloved answered. Af=
serward he told me: "Truly, Wise Wigcock's heart is very pure; she
is very gincere," I left him in his room with new ideas in my head
and a greut resolution in my heart.

Late in the aftermeon he called on ‘irse Abul vYazl, and
staid with him for nearly an hour. He passed by ouwr house, but did
not stay for tea. Hig lovely stature, suluting us as he passed the
house, remained with me all night ae & heavenly picture of thoe
spiritual being descending from on high.:

- Ahmad Sohrab.
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FRON MIRZA ANMAD BOHRAB

Ramleh, XEgypt, Aug. 20, 19135,
T'ear Friendgi-

Instead of giving you extracts from his dally talks, I amn
obligeéd to subptituts for them extracts from his tablets, for except
when T am called into his presence, or when he comes to us here, I
ai not fortunatse enocugh to bhe present at the varicus kinds of in-
terviews he gives every day. The rules of social intercourse are
g0 different from America that it is quite impossible to compare
them. TFrom the standpeint of the natives, these customs have Just
as wuch right +0 exigt am the customs of other nations. THecause
their manners are not similar tc those of so-~called civilization
dnes not arpue necessarily that they are an inferior racs., On the
contrary, they have nany splendid qualities that other people may
wrll try to emulate. We well know that nc¢ nation can ever claim to
be perfect, or that it has unruveled all tha mysteries ot the
world, but every natlon according to the upbullding of a universal
cxv1114aflon. :

Now to return to our subject. In a tablel on divine gui-
dance the Baloved says: ’

"0 ye blossed souls: In the world of uxistence no heauty
renains eternal ang permansnt, and no grace continues to be immuta=
ble, save the bestowal of divine guidanca. This is the cverlasting
grace. rraise be to God that you have attainmed thereto. GShould
you live thouszands of years, and unloose ithousands of tonsuzs in
order to oceupy your tima to offer thanksgiving tor this grace, you.
will ba unabla to render adequate praigse, for the pralse itself ia
limited, and thia grace is unlimited. How many souls there are who
were hoping to live in this day of the premised one, dbut it was net
realized; and how many thousands ol pzopls unaerwent gavore discir
pline, yet they were deprived in the day of the promised one.

"Consider what a bounty God has conferred upon you. Withe
out undergoing. any hardship you have reached ithe goal, and without
traversing vast Saharas you have drunk from the ocean of sweet wat-
gr. Without. any sufforing you have tasted from the fountain of
guidance. This is the most great bestowal , if man appreciates 1its
value. Otherwise, in the eptimation of the ignorant ones, guidance
and error are practieally the same. The person who is not h irsty
does not know the delicaey of tweet wuter; likewisce the sulty
ground is sharelegs of the outpouring of the vernal shower, and the
dead tree does not respond to the call ¢f the rain of the ¢loud of

© the springtime.

"Therefore thank ye God that ye have received o goodly
portion and bheceme the confident of the mysteries of the kKingdom.

"Upon ye be Baha el Abbha. .

- v "(8igned)} Abdul Paha Abbas.

In another tablet he says:

‘"The lack of trustworthiness {on the part of the Bahais)
is a poisonous arrow which wounds mortally the heart, the sovl, and
the spirit of Abdul Buhe

In another tablet, on the persecutions in the path of God,
he pays:

"Praise be to God that ye have soared in the divine rose
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garden, found your way to the kingdom of myatarxes and hecome ree-
cipients of the favors of his highness the Ineomparable One. On

the other hand, ye have heurd the ridicule and scoffings of the 11le
wishors; ye have suffered sorely and tasted the poison of the tyran-
" nical serpents; but &8s this was in the puth of the glerious Lord,
this venom was honay and this pain was health. ZLook ye at the out-
come of these events. The result of these ordeals is Llhe divine
gitts. This blame and derision will be followed by praise, glori-
fication aad adoration. Bre long it will becouwe evident und mani-
fest."

As regurds the leaching ot the cause, he wrilbes to ancth-
gr friend: ,

"He thouw in tho utmoest joy w«wrid fragrance, . and repder
thanksgiving unte the forgiving Lord that praise be to God thou art
victorious and triumphant and art speaking in tle glorification of
hiz highneas the king of mankind, and in conveying the m"S%aga thou
art gtriving and putiing forth ptulsaworthy efTort. ZXnow thou of a
certainty that the authoritative firman of to-day is revealed from
thic kingdom of Abha for thosevko tewch the cavce. I hope that thou
nayest become assisted in this and ke the neans of guidance of in-
meagratle people, This 18 Lhe divice bestowal. This is the stere-
nal honor. Thim is the everlasting iife. '

Concerning faithfulness wl the holy threshold hoe writes:

4 supplicata and entreat at the threshold of the Blessed
Perfection and bey for Lthe divine friends iniinite voubowuis and
gruce, &0 that they may become confirmed in being loyal at the
sancitilfied threshold. May they cver reacember his bouniies and Ta-
vora, sacrifice their lives in his path, and give up their posses-
sions freecly in the highwuy of the “crcl*u$ One.,"

To-day wa welcomed another pilgrim frem Tabriz., His name
ie Taji Abbus. He does not speak Persian very woell, bui he is a
Turklsh poet. He is an 014 Behal and has served the cavsc for many
years. He will stay for nine days. Cencrally all the pilgrims
have permigslion to stay for nine days, after which they retura to

sir native lands.

¥e have heard from Haifa that Mrs. Stannard has gone
there from Port Said. IYn order to regain har hoalth she may pass
the rest of the summer there. The Master was very anxious to know
whure and how she is,-and the other day hre sent hnr w loving meg-
sage of inquiry through Miss Hiscock.

OQur new pilgrim told us that’ while he was walkinz through
the streets of Conatantinople he saw the photograph of the Master
gurrounded hy a group of blessed Buhais, exhidbited for sale In Lbhe
window of a photographer. In the photograph two believers held
aloft the Groatest Nume in their hands. Nany people werc buying
copies. This is very significant, consldering that in this very
city livea the despot who imprigsoned Abdul Baha in bhic foriress of
"Acca mora than forty years.

In the afternoon he went to the garden, and two of the
friends who had just arrived from Cairo went there to see him, As
I wus returning from the pest office T passed by the garden and saw
him walking to and fro and talking with much animation. Immediate-
ly afterward, I was called inte his presence. ¥e spoke earnestly
for a few maments about a persen, and then permitted me te retire.



. Ar'ter supper, about nine o¢'clock, at & time when we did
not expecet him at all, and while I was gitting in my room writing,
the door was opened and suddenly he came in. I hud neither my tar-
boogh nor my coat on, and jumped up from my seat confusedly. le
walked toward the verande while asking, "Is there no one here?" It
was a typically Oriental night, very quiet, and vor) enchanting.
Tittle by little the friends gathered arvund him. 'le wiked quesw
tions about the believers of Cairo, and Mirza Abul Gasem of Shiraz
angwered. His remarks made the Master sveak. He suid:

*In this day the grealness of the cause is acknowledged
ry 211 the people, cven the outgiders. Thus last timg onc of the
Sardars of Persia came %o call on me in Paris. He told wme the fol-
lowing story: 'Wrhen I wag in Jondeon I was invited by one of the
Tnelish lords to hie receptlon. There I met muny nembers of ihe
“msliskh nobility, with their wives and daughters. I wus inlroduced
to all, and when they heard I was a Persian many cane Lo mne expresge
ging the utnest delight. iu meetineg o person who belouged Lo a race
who had given to the world Abhdul) Babha. They asked me: '"Do you
xrnow hin? Tave you met him?" T saw the wilc ¢l wy noble host, in=
stead of wearing on her fingers jewelry like other ladies, wore &
politary, simple ring. T was & little surprised. I apuroached her,
asking, "ohat i1g this gtone?" ghe answered:! "This i agule. Do
vou net know?" I rejoined: "Yeg., Bul why wo you wear Iit¥" "0,
upon thisg stone is impressed the name of Baha'o’llah," she fairly
cried out, with happiness and serenity on bher face. T do not know
the teachings of this cause. I do not understand whati reveiation
aate. I cannct comprehaend how a uan conmunicates sith Gude These
aubjects are beyond my mental capacity. Neither should you try to
teach 1me thege things, because I have raade up ny mind nol to under-
atand them. However, I know this, baecause I have witnegsed it with
ny own eyeg, that the cause has become the means ol the hoanor and
glory of Persla throughout the civilized world. To this I bear
witnesa to the end of my life.!

. "The toachings of the Blessed Perfection are so humanita-
rian,” the Beloved continued, "that even the enemics Lewr testimony
“hat they are the splirit of this age. They cannot be compared with
e ¥eachiney of other dispensations. Tor example, Bule'o'llah
sayst '0 ye people of the world! Ye are the fruilts of one tree and
the leaves of one branch.' Or, 'Conmeort with thn devotces of all

.1religions with joy and fragrance.'! Throughout many cities of Amer-

ica and Europe, in churches and meetinre, with a loud voice I de-
clarod the teachings, &and there was found not a single szoul to con-
tradicét them." _ :

Then he gave & detailed account of the meetings in Wagh-
ington, New York and 8an Trarci:co, and ended his talk by saying:

‘*Tnis blessed cause has such great power that it shall
ere long vanquish &ll opposition. We mugnt live urd act in such a
manner as not to lower the standard of the cause, but rather day by
day and by night endeavor to raise its banner lofticr and ite sta-
tion higher. The Bleamed Perfectjion has given us wares that are
ecagarly sought in the market of the werld."

After a few minutes of silence he departed, but left us
haprpy. , ' ' '

' Ahnad Sohrab.



FRON MIRZA AHMAD SOHRAB

Ramleh, Egypt, Aug. 21, 1913,

Dear Friende:~ _

Bright is the moon; brighter is the face of Abdul Haha.
Gentle as 1s the breeze of the early dawn, more gentle is the dis-
position of Abdul Baha. Fragrant ag is the rose of the ‘garden,
more fragvent is tho nature of Abdul Haha. Cooling &s 18 bhe water
of the spring, more cooling is the compassion of Abdul 3uha. Up-
lifting ag ig the zephyr wafting over the mountain slopes, more up-
lifting is the ingpiration of Abdul Baha. Lofty as is the firma-
aent, nmorsg lofty is the wmajesty of Abdul Baha. Quickenidng as is
thie downpour of the wernal shower, more quickening is thae knowledge
of Abdul Bahw., Tiluminating as s the sun's ray, wpere illuminating
i3 -the wisdom of Abdul Baha. TFathomless as is the depth of the
sea, nore fathomless 48 the understunding of Abdul Buw. Pilercing
a3 1s the dart, wore piercing is the vision of Abdul Baha. Reful-
cent as 1a the Milky Yay, more refulgent fs the dnaividuality of
Abdu)l Baha. Mugical as is the mountain stream, more nusical is the
volee of Apdul Duha., Btarlit as is yon blue canopy, morce starlit
ig thae heart of Abhdul Baha. Bthereal as ig the upper sphere, more
athereal in the tendernesy o1 Abdul Bunw. Sylvaa as arce the Arca-
dian woeds, more sylvan ig the character o1 Abdul Babha. Picturesque
=& La the ctarming panoricna of nature, more piclurcsque is the per=
sonal ity of Abdul Baha. Melodious as ic the lovely nightingale,
more aclodicus is the song of Abdul Lunbk. Joothing as 13 the sord
murmur of the fountain, more soothing iz the bestowal ol Abdul
Suha, Brilliunt as are the precious jewels, more by illlant are the
qualities of Abdul Baha. Spiritual ws is the quict evening of the
Bigsl, more spiritual is the presence of Abaul Baiw, Peeriess as is
the portrait of the master painter, more peerless is the stature of
Abdul Baha. Poetic as is the scenury ol Lthe verduad valigy, more
poetic is the imagination of Abdul Baha. Scented as is the pine
Porest, more scented is the grace of Abdul Baiw. FPurs wod innocent
ag is the babe, purer and more innocent is the life of Abdul Bahra.
Unzolvable oo is the riddles of 4ne univoerasg, mere unsoiviable 1 the
nystery of Abdul Buha. Divine ag is the susence of God, more divine
i the husionity of Abdul Bulwe. Hample ws ig the exdstence of the
bird, simpler. is the exigtence of Abdul Buhu, Sweeping ae is the
terrent, rwre sweeplng is the gonerosily of Abdul Buha. Sree as is
the air, freer is the spirit of Ardul Baha. Rich and varied as is
the meadow, richer and more wvaried is the intellect of Abdul Baha.
White as is the pearl, more white is the soul of Abdul Baha. Ex~
alted ae ip the canepy of the heavens, moere exultod is the morality
of Abdul Baha. Trangparent as is the mirror, more transparent is
Ly o mind of Abdul Buha. - Sanctified and holy ao arc tha Lngels,
more sanctificd and holy is the outloock of Abdul Baha. TDeeprooted
end Truitful as lo the tres ¢f che orcliard, more decprocied and
more fruitful is the tree of the hope of Abdul Baha. World-consum-
ing as ig the fire, more werld~consuming ic the fire ol the enthu-
slosm of Abdul Baha. Scintillating as are the hesavenly bodies,
mere scintillating are the atiridutes of Ahdul Baliu. Overshadowing
a3 are the leafy brancheg, more overshadowing is the protection of
Abdul Baha, Universal as are the thoughts of the age, more univer-
sal are the ideals of Abdul Raha.



This morning Shoughi Effendi came and told me that the
“agter is ready to reéceive hig servant. In a moment T was ctanding
in his pregence. He inguired about my healih and how I am geiling
alons with fasting. Rleven days stil)l remain of the month of Ramae
zan, after which the Mohammedan world will hold the national fete
for several days. Then the Master called in Tua and inquired from
her about the causy in America. A cablegram haeg been received from
Thicago about the re-election of the *louse of Spirituslity. He
Baid: ,

"MMere is no need for re-election at progent.®  About
clection he said: "In the election of the members of the Houge of
Spiritual ity ne political tacticg shall enter. They muast be free
from s¢alf, nor anxious to further Their own pursanal ambitions.

T"he exictence of the Bpiritual Assernbly lg for noe oth=r purpose
than Lo digcuse those means which would further the promotion of
the cause, otherwise 3ts non-existence is better than its exict-
ence, The members must not be opinionated, but devole their atten-
Licn Lo the service of the puople. The spread of the principices of
the cause must be the uppermost idea in thelr minds. Nothing clve
will yield fruwit. Wo secrel canvesuing will add Lo the luster of
any person. The people musi by free ahd untruammeled Lo choose
whouwsoever they want. As soon as political plans are intrcduced in
fre cause the splirit is killed. The apostles ol {hrist never de=
viged any poliiticul schemaes whereby toe win the najorily of votes.
They wen’ out into the world and tawght the goepel of lighl %o all
wmankind.  The result 1s that whenever wv wention the rnames of John,
or Peter, or Matthew, a wonderful spiritualit, iz obluined, the
hearty are insgpired, and Lhe souls rejoiced. Those disciples were
it politiciansy They were the karbingerz of the glad tidings of
Lhe ingdom., They did not know anyihirng atout clecltions, votes,
initiative und referendum, They were filled with Christ. They
znew him ondly. Similarly, this cause g pure spiritualily. Tt
deals with the aspect of human kind. The hearts of ihie beliovers
wuat he the fountaing of the love of Hara'’o'llah, TFrecing them-
selves from all withering restrictions, they must oceupy their time
with the promulgation of the word. They must love each other, and
banish all phantasns of suspieion and doubt.”

Then he lcit the room, and for a few moments T had time
to speaX to Tuw, BShe is most happy in her spiritual nest, andé is
rTedrning to chant nany prayerg of Baho'c?'llak in the oririnal.

In the sfternoon, for nearly two hours, the Beloved was
in the garden, dictating fragrant tablcets Lo Mirzu Moneer, and vhen
heo passed our house he carried in his hand a bouquet of faint yel-
low rodes. ' .

In the evenlng two Arabs who are his frienas callea on
him, and until almost midnight he entertained them beautifully.
W¥hen they left he was very tired, but well. [Tow glad we arc when
ne iy weld and in zood health. '

Arinud Sobk:rab.



CAHMAD SOHRAGS

Ramleh, RKgypt, Aug. 29, 1913.
Dear ¥riends:-

I wag not fgeling well this morning, in fuct, since my
ilineas in Paris I have not recovered entircly. Often I fuel very
weak. I have tricd to overcome it, but wt times it comcs back,
ledving me concerned and worried. I have kept my work in order,
leaving nothing in arrears, but it rus exacted its toll. However,
it does not matter. The des*re of all of us is Lo serve ihe Cauue
and each other to the best of our ability, and we mush not desert
the rank and file of gur fellow workers 3¢ the very last breath.

We must toil and labor with them, shoulder to shoulduy, in order %o
comprehend fully the sweetness 01 commoen expoerience and whare the
game FTate. It was on this very subject of physical and s iritual
roulth {that the Beloved spoke thiv morning. Haji Wohammed, our
simple thilosopher, Was going Lo leave to~day for Culro. Tha Yup-
Ler, as an opening, salid: :

"For the lsst several dayes I have been fwo:ling dbutber sy
gry day. Not that physical healil is important in any wuy, bul it
may kKuep one from atitending to his work. When you mect tue friends
in Cuiro tell them that through (he favors of the Plessaod Perfeg-
tion I am enjoying good health. I hope that they will all be pro=
tected under the shield of God." '

Then he told us throe storives about Bakhtashils, who be-
iong to a religious sect in Turkey. I am anclinsd (o rsuveat them
here, as the Yaster in sach case hag been a direct factor.

"When we were 1iving in Addanople,® he suid, "ithere was a
Nakxhtashis who lived c¢lose by us. Professionally Ue vias o wood
chopper; socially he was a wit. Once he got very ill and wag on
the eve of departure from this world, DPecoming acquuinted wigd
thils Taect, I called on hin. e was lying on & low, uncom;ortablu
cot, and hlS old wife gitting beside 1L, wibth the marks of s¢licie
tuda ang care on rer wrinkled {uce. Suddenl)y she starts to gpeank,
eddressing her hushand: 'Thou art going Lo get well goon. Thig
sicknesu shall pass away, and then tbhou will be strong. Oh, ny bee-
loved?! T awm praying to Allah for thy sypecdy recovery., “ay Allah
hear my prayers!' The sick mun, as thown pulling himsell out of
heavy drowsiness, half opened his eyes and said: *What can I do
even 1L I get well? I am tirec of this world, anc I want tv lenve
it, my dear. ©Oh, I am so weary, 8o weary 1 And he closged hig
rycs. The wife, "wit much agitation in hsr misn, decluared: 'Oh,
no, my darling, thou wilt gain back thy health. Togethcr we will
go into the gurden, and therce eat all kinds of fruits. Hund in
hand we will walk through the woods wnd listen Lo the sengg of the
birds. Yes, yes! I will purse thee as the appie of my uvﬁ.‘ The
gick man, without opening his eyes, and acumlnglx with much struge=
gle, anawered hert '0Oh, my wife, be wilent! MNolhing shull haupen
it T get well, Only thls. I bhdll huve to chop ten or twenty or
thirty @more loads of wood. That's 211, MNave I not cut enourh
wood? Oh, lt,L me diel? In this world we are snoere or less wood
cuoppers. If we are attacxed wiih slicknesg and survive, we have ito
work w little more, to chop a few morc -louds of vood, una the world
will go perennially on asg before



"There wag anothor Bakhtashi who in his younger days was
an officer in the Turkish government. This man became alsc very
111, and wben I called on him the members of his family had surmvoned
a *ullah to his bedside to pray for nhim and ask him Lo pray, so
trat Sod may forgive his gins befores his death., After the perform-
ance of many ceremonials, the ™allah, in his his most solewm voice,
aesxoed Lhe patlien® bo rapeat the formula: 'O Goed, I huve sinnasd
aueh.  Confeor wpon me forgiveness.' T $iCH wen Cid NOL angwer.
e Mullaly, wost thorough in his duties, repeated il apain ang
asain, hut with no effect. The slick man die nol rveapond. Tinwlly
e patieont, petting tired of the repetition, turned his eycs (o
teo Pullsh and said with redd @armestness: 'TTan, Lo dany yewsu I
have zinned ageinsi Jod and his servants. I have rensacked the
nowges, oryvhaned the children, Dwavnced the hearbhs, wsne huave commit-
ted 21l kinds of indiquities. JTu the government of God sov chilglike
2y to forpive all my past sins witk .he repetltion of & Torriulsa?

Tis hic syztem of dispensing Justice s¢ loose? Iegone! Thou ignore
ant ullak, thouw art telling me all trese Lhivgp 2o get ton plug-

Ey

tres as thy fee. Come, come, my fricads, give him some noney, ard
lob Win depart quickly from wmy presence.  To o ls w osatan and o tempe
ter.'  When the Mullah left the roowm in haste, and I was alone in

the room, he fell on hids kncap, and out of the depthy of his hoard
e crind cuty '0 Lord, I beg thy mercy. I have committed nany
aing. T have cowmmitted nany sins. have noi Gone that wrich Lhiouw
hast commanded fe, and have practised the things ilhou hast made un-
lawTul. With bhumility end contrition I we standing in thy prog-
#nGu. No with me whatever thou willest.' T was much alfected by
thisc outbursst of carnestness, ana lefL the room, pruying that hie
surplication might becone awccepted all the threshold of the Almighty.

"In Adrianople, vis & vis of our house, there ansg & cafe,
Yere sut every day & retired oftficer from the Turkish army, belonge
ing to “he Bakhtashis scet. The Baghtaghiis were «lwvuyy o goeoo
terme with us., This retired soldier réceived & pension of five pi-
astres (25 cents) per day from the government, Fyery mcrning he
would cowme and take a chair in front of the calfe and order a cup of
coffee. Then the poeople would guihncer ayround ninm and listen with
delight and laughter to his humor and storzes until noon. At fhat
hour he would call the garcon andg give him five centy te buy for
Wim two loaves of bread, two rolls of roast meat, and a dish of
salad. Then he would ask for a clean table, wnd use his noat hande
kerehict as a tablecloth., Fvery day he invited one of i{ne habitues
of the cafe to lunch with nim. 'Couu herce, ny friend!' putting oub
a chair for him on the other gide of the table, and placing bufure
in a loaf of bread with one of the slices of rowust wewt. ‘'Come
here and be my guest toeday!' Then he cormenced to eat., PRvery
mouthful that was tuken was followed by the shert gentence: '0 ffod,
I thank thee. How delicious is this lunch ' -~ til)l he tinished.
Then ne apain ywould start his conversation, always tempered wWith
gharp wit and the joy of living. From time to time he would come
to the mosque of Sultan Suleiman, where the Ouvernor and the ol fi-
cersg gatrered to pass & pleasant hour. He kept thenm reoariaog with
hig storles all the time. One day, as these men gathered together
as usual, and I was present alsc, our Bakhtashl entered witlh s mat
undar his arm. JLaughingly he saluted every one und gzid: 'To-~day
I am going to start on a long journey. Therefore I beg jyou to



forgive all my past shortcomings.' 'Art going to Bagdad?' some one
inquired, ‘'Yurther,' hu said. 'To Pergia?' another chimed in,
'Turther, much further. fSurely to China?' ‘*Very muchk Zurther.!
'“H?ﬂ no doubt to Australia" '8ti1l further.' All this time eve
aryvody laughed, because they thought he hud & joke up his siaeve.
’Pleasa pluasu ' he again pleaded, 'Y beg you to forgive me., OGay

that yeu ao In order to humor him trey soid, YAl raghi, we fere
Sive thee.' Then he said: 'I an now happy. T will alisu forgive
“ov ﬂJ pood friends. May Gua prosper you and puskow upon you his
ble s Then he walked toward the couri ol the mosgue. He

LT!reaxd hnlf of his mat on the ground, lald himsel! down, and cov-
srea his body with thoe oilher half, “hc spectators, thonking they
had reached the climax of the joke, laughed uproariousiy. Fiwve
minutes passed. Mo movement. Len, fifteen minutes, hall un hour,
o sign of life, The minutes grew heavy and =% mmned They looked
&t ewch olnoer wilh wender in their eyes. When wiith more lauvgnter
wngt mobtion of the armes, thoy left tho roun and gathered around the
nat ., Wonds: ol wonders! The wen wes aead ! Then these men carrzed
him on Ltheir ghoulders with lawhber wnd singing, teok him te Lthe
widarlbaker's with laughver, wash2d his body while luuha_ng, and
Qullbd hint under the eurth with the roar ance thunoey ol jeugybie.
Was 8 noob phencmenal event! This Makhtashi used to call on e
e, e had heard aboutl Buha'o'llah and know somelhing sbout the
swag, The belivvers asced him seve radl times w0 call on the Slegw
ed Perfection, bul he would flally reluwse wihile wayanp: ‘How can
Ty essence of gin, stand in the pregence of the essence of hole
inegs?! I wm not werthy of the privilege, Whenever I find thad T
“ave attained Lo the gerit, I «ill go, bus not noe.' Thus this
cood ran Yived aznd died in happincso.”

It was abowl noon when the asier pussed by our house and
valled for Firgsa A1l Albhoar. On hzs return he told wwp tral there
Wi w grewt Testival in the mosque el Didi Jober. The “aster sas
algo invited to be pregent. The nosgyue vas mocl deL Ciuwddly deco=
raLed wath Tlags ang draperius.  The Mlwedive wes Shoero =igo. ATter
the ceremonies, the Beloved cane out, and all the poor, wmen and
somen arkd ehildien, gathered around hlu with tnoir Lwtiurﬁd gar-
meatp anag dugty appearances. Hoe put money inte tha Luwlms ol sach,
Pustipg the shoulders of porie ang cheusring every one of Jhewm with
hig jovinge glancs., , :

About four o'clock he wenti Lo the garden, Lut this time
811 zlone, there Lo walk and Lhink divine thoughts wnd iceals.

Mowday I oreceaved lotvers Troa our Ancrican Uraendg. £
re.a them with much pleasure, anc bhalr contents will bie presznted
vooshe deloved at my first vpportunliy. May thue lind or spiritual
corraesyondunce bind the Fast una the West closer togetiert

Anriatt Jonrab.
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. Ramlsh, Bgyrt, August 23, 1913,
Near Frisndsie ' _

¥s are living in an sge In #hich ths ¢ry of thz mest anlight-
sned man s for practieal rsgults and soeonomie offisianey, The
manufacturar, in order to attract more caplital, glibly tells yeu
now much di idanaa the stockhelders hava raceivmd this yoer, Ths
hanker points out w*tﬁp&ightanwd prids to his eredit and larns olre
culation. The farmer will tell vou of tho largs crops ha has
zutharsd in pravicus years. The man of sclonce show the banefite
sceruing te humanity through thelr discovarize and inventicns,
Ths whele world has bscome ons largs chorus, praising the livss of
thoss men and wemen who have uplifted mankind threurh thelr works,
Mot only in Amsriea; or Burope, this spirit has bscoms kesnly munie
Festy but sven the slow going, hﬂavy-wmlght Fagt hus at lust swak-
gned to theffact that she must somehow fros herself from tho sluge
gishness of tha past and anter Inte the fanmily of living netions,
cthaerwige she will fall behind the triumphal narch of progressa and
civiiizabicn. ‘

How the Dghal YHevement has come inte ths yorld orinclpally an
& Cause of Leve, Spirituality, Unification, Refermution, chcnci}-
1atd LQN’ Bniversal Poace, Idsallsu, Intornational L&mmug'e, Unity
of Reilgioma, Hguality of Rights, hnn&ral Zducaticn,; Sanctity,
Brothorhoud and all the eslestial altributes that will contriblts
teyard thes union <f tha Orient and the Ceocident, Thy inevitahle
concinglon==aftaor much necessaAYy or unnscassery talke-is thuat thoss
w0 call themsalves Dahals mast swdbody thase principles in thsir
lives, elther fully or at lekat in part;-~go thal sanking say sos
¢ith thair own ayag ths ¢onerets, spiritual resulte of the RBuhal
Teavkhings and arige t¢ spread them mors universally. Very fow srs
sc cunstituted as Yo daal entirely in sbstract idezs; bhaeouss we
s all humen. We lova to s3¢ all our ideals becoming reulizsad inm
% weian being. If #o admirs govrage, ws would like to ses this
guality im & hsro. Jf w8 are atliactsd to Lovse, wa cumsidar 1t a
high privilege to ses thls attribute manifest in a persen,  In
brief, 1ike sveryons elge, ¢ &re alsc hongsring aftsr ragults,
Thz other day Hirza MHonesr told us a atery which will fllustrats
tixis voeinty, Thers was a young marn in Deirut she worked ss 2 walter
iau a restaurant, Foir twenty ysars hs livad dn & sandld) roow on bths
tep of & house. He worked all day and rascrtad to Wis room by
ulght By mere acolident he wmet en the strest an ¢ld friend of uis
whce had Just arrived from B8ils native town. “Hhers are you gring
to Liwe?" hs inguirsd. "1 &t a2t this vsry momsnt looking fer o
Hotsle” "Oh, nol DTont go to the Hotsl; soms and bs my gusst.n
Altar scue &nsistnnoé he acgapltad bha invitaticn. "Fere Iz ths
sy to my reoms Take It, The sddress is 8t such and such a wlaca.
o thore now and take w Feats T will come efter my work about nin
ctolocke™ The man took the key, and after scms injwirisz found th

~place. As goon a3 he unlocked the doer, a stfify mest ovil cdor

broks upon him. He waited outsids a few minutes, and then with
muen difficulty entered the room, He found 1% dark snd dirty snd
a¥E the simple furniture coverad with several inches of dust.

As he @us & man &couat@ub& to ¢leanlineas, he started to sweip the
reoa, dust the objesctm, ¢lean the things and aerud the {lowr.

In carrying the mnitw'm and boxes from ens; cormer to the other,

he found 1o his delight the clossd shutters or & window, rusty and



' a
apparsntly unopened for many years., JTith much sffort he opaned 1t,
and a flced of light sntered, lightening the room and purifying
the air. Aftsr this thercugh roem~clouning, he sal dowm and waltsd
for hig frisnd: When night eams arcund he sent cut und hlought a
candloe. Mo Lighted it and began Lo read ki3 nswspaper, Yine o'clod
and his frisnd had net arrivaed; 1¢ o'clock and there was ne sign
¢f nim; abt 1) o'clock e get up from his ssab and woent cual te sss
wrat had becoms of him. He maw a man walking e asnd fr¢ on ths
varandas "Whe art thou?” me asked in the darkness., T ane-w--,
and 1t ssswme I have lost my reem.” Rewlizing tha' he was ladsed
the lost frisnd, he teldé hinm that this iz hls own reoms T came In
thon ond lcoked arcund with evident astondshmente "I have llvsd
In thig reom for 20 years, " he sald, "end never knews thet It has
¢ wbndows 1 have nevar lighted a candlws Y enterad thds room by
nirht and feel my way be the hede T fakas off my clodhss znd slessrs
RBarly in thy worning, befers sunrise, I dresg and go cub, Thug 1
kaye naver basn here by daylight. Now when I cams to-nlght T locke
sé in the iotn and sed there an open windowy T sew nony things
that T dodt” remembor having pesssssad; so I thought this s gursly
noet wmy room, snd for mors than twe hours I was pacoing te mnd fro
wcndaring shat I zghould do,"

Bug Ged in Wis Gonerosity hai given Us nany things, bot o
woye o vee them; {s has reveal:d many Pracspis, but @5 beve to 1ive
hy thome T2 @3 close the sghutisrs of eur hearis, the light will
not gaine tharsing ths splritual aimesphers 2111 nwt bsoous pmuris
fiesd, dornant nogers will net bo awxakensd, divine guscoptibilitiss
415 noel By ohbulned;] inmdellectunl faculties will noel bacome astive,
nasvenly 1llumlnation will mot b rsalizsd, Uelastlal. Lowve aill
net by reavealsd, resalts #1171 nod e produced and moval clvillzae
ticn s1ll net raigs 1is mtandard. '

Refors noon the Paloved pagssd by v h6ussd and call:xg #or
Wrza ALl Akbvere He sint him to Alaxzandria o atiand o an srrand,
and personally callad on #s impoertant psrsonapgs. In ths aftarncon,
one conld find him in the gardsn, dietating Tablaty for Crigntal
Tanela,  About sun sel he camd Lo uas  Many ballovsra wars hLsrs, and
vay Janter gpckd, partly in Arable aand mart in Parsian. He gatd:
in vart: "These steries of the Frophets caccrdsd in the ¥oran ars
net fer the ssks of racording mistery., Thsy are as wsrnings e
the Lfaturs genorations aftsr Mohiomsd;=--su that they may Lnow yhat
a8 done by former peovple to ths Yessengsrs of Bods Mtrough thay
onpce3d ths Jause, yebl were they dsfsated in thslr purpesz, ‘e
can stand bafera ths Vi1l of the AlmightyY Let me give you a 2lain
axaaples  fig Holiness Thriat aftsr hils Oruclfixion Wad only 1) 3dlg~

civisss One of Bis dlsciples wetraysd Ma, anciher denlaed Min
tnrice, &nd the rest degertsd Fim on the cruelsl night of Fis Lifs o
Hg was laft all alons, frisudless and helplasss  Than alterward, the
page was turnsd and the combinud W1l of the Boman and Gresk Ruo-
pesrore anéd philosophers gould not atamp out the Peusr of mriast,
Likz a mignty terrent_almrything wes swopt bafore’ $te  How altar

the departure of Bahe'o'llah tc say the loast: five mindred thovsand

mon &nd wemen believed ip Wim; thousands huvﬁﬁgialraaéy tegtifisd
gith thelr blocd and ths rest ready at any ughent to glve up their
Livese If 49 reflect for cne mowint and gomgars the rasvlt

of the two Hovemsnts, we will logically coneliuds thatl ne pewer on

s
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garih can stand in the path of the progress ef ths Bahal Causge,
wiiich 18 thae Czuse of humanity.™

Then he spcke adowt some of the evanits of the stirving deyo of
Acci, whan the Inveatigating Committes had come tu sexd him to Faye
zzn at the instigation of his enemisege Ths svents of these yiarpe-
180n-0%«- 31 colleeted and written, will form the most dramstic

1crk of ths ¥Yustsr's most epic life, Thsy 1illwustrits better than
mnything else hls gcurage, snduranca, patisnes and gpirsitusl con-
trol cvoer groat diffisvdties, ’

Ahmad Schyahe



FROM MIRZA AHMAD SOHRAB .

Ramleh, Egypt, Aug. 24, 1813.

Dear Friends:

The other day 1 ..goscerved one of the pilgrims from a far-away
town of Persia holding a book in his hand. He was reading it with
great attention. Going near to him, I looked at the top of the page.
To my surprise I read the name of ur. William Hoar of New Yoxrk City .

It was a copy of a tablet revealed to him by the Master on the eve of
his departure for Acca many years ago. "Do you know whose tablet you
are reading?™ 1 asked. ™0f course I do; it belongs %o one of our
American brothers ,® he said with pride. "How do you come to get a copy
of it?" 1 asked again. "0h, it is sread all ovar Persia,” he replied,
"By the way,* he said, as though remembering something, "tell me some-
thing about My, Hoar. When I go away I want to tell the story to wy
friends, because we used 1 read this tableil in every meeting .* "Very
well. Then ask the rest of the pilgrims to gather together in the room
and I will talk to you about him, However,.l shall exact one condition,
and that is to get a copy of this tablet.® Having told them what a
splendid and upright Bahai Mr ., Hoar is, 1 received my reward - a copy
of the tablet. And if you won't tell "him anything atout 1t, and are
good enough to keep the subject all to yourself, I will share the con-

tents of this wonderful tablet with you by translating it herein. The
original is in eloqhent Arabic.

To ¥r., William Hoar: Upon him be Baha'o'llah!
HE IS GOD!

0 thou visitor to the Blessed Tabernacle!

Verily the Messenger of Confirmation and the Commander of Assist-
ance invited thee and brought thee safely to this radiant Holy Land.
Verily thou hast crossed the seas and passed through the cities until
thou didst reach to this center of lights, the origin of divine traces,
and the dawning place of the inspiration of thy Lord, the Mighty, the
Master of Destiny. Verily, verily, 1 say unto thee, this ie a bestowal
through whose mention the unitarians are rejeiced and the sincere ones
long for its attainment. This is a food for the spirit, a sustenance
from heaven, a grace through which the hearts are resuscitated, and a
favor by which all the souls are revitalized. Render thou thanksgiving
unto the Lord for his generosity and 1iberality. Appreciate thou its
value and guard its preciousness.

I declare by the True One that if a faithful believer in GOD ,while
turning his face toward his kingdom, the supreme, arrives at this white
land, the luminous spot, perfuming his nostrils through the fragrances

continued -
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of holiness which is being diffused to all parts of the world, the Most
Dynamic Power shall aid-him, ‘the Glorious Giver shall reinforce him with
his love and good pleasure, and: ‘confirm him in the accomplishment of a
matter which shall have no- parallel in the realm of existence and no
similarity in the:worldiof viaibility..

But as to thee, gird:up ‘the loins' of endeavor and return to that
distant continent: 1n which thou art living, and give the glad tidings of |
the kingdom of GOD to -the ‘pedple, '~ the kingdom whose doors are opened
before the faces of all those 'who live upon the earth and in heaven, a
kingdom for the attainment unto which the chosen ones from amongst the
dwellers of the ¢ities -of :the Almighty longed but did not attain. Verily
the receptivity and capability for thie uninterrupted downpouring is
a grace from the graces of God, and the most glorious gift, and verily
the generosity of thy Lord is not limited,

Declare thou’unto ‘the pegple: Verily at this time the sun hath
shone forth, the orbs ‘are - gleaming, ‘the stars are aparkling, the lamps
are ignited, the’ heawens ‘expanded, the seas have become tempestuous,the
vreezes have wafted, the cloud ‘poured down, the earth is adorned,the
tabernacle of the Lord is' 1ifted up, the rose gardens are embellished
the orchards are in ‘luxuriant’ growth, the birds are singing, the flowers
are blossoming, the fragrancés are scattered, and the zephyrs are blow-
ing. How long, how long, are ye asleep in your tombs and resting upon
the beds of negligence? Will ye not be awakened out of your slumber,
cleanse your ears, reéspond to the call of your Lord, the Omniscient,be~
come rejoiced through the favor of your GOD, the Clem@nt, ‘reading the

verses of his mercy, aud worshipping the adorned countenance in this -
manifest day? Hasten ye,. ‘hasten ye, 0 ye sincere ones! Hasten ye,hast
en ye, 0 ye attracted ones! Haesten ye, hasten ye, 0 ye expecting ones!?
Hasten ye, hasten ye, O ye longing onea! Ere long ye shall behold the
banners of guidance waving from the summit of the highest mountains,the
knowledge of GOD encireling thia terrestrial globe, and the signs of the
bounties of your Lord appearing in all directions as the appearance of
the sun of mid-day. On tha} day ‘the faithful ones shall break into
sengs of gladness; the people’ of unity ‘shall rejoice, and the hearts
which are filled with the love of the Living, the Self-Subsistent,will
become dilated; the heedless ones will be in loss, the. violators of the
Covenant in regret, and the. rebellious ones in degradation.

0 ye servants of GOD! ° Avail yourselves of the opportunity which is
affered to you ‘through these favors, and do ye not forget that which was
promised you in all the holy writings. Thia day is the day of attract-
ion. This day is the day of enkindlement, 7This day is the day of soar-
ing toward the ethereal atmoaphere of the Merciful., This day is the day
of the call. This day ip° the day of Grace. This day is the day ufthe
most eminent bestowal. This day i8 the day of the most valuable treas-
ure.- 0 ye eervants ‘of GODY Do ye: not deprivo yourselves of the ocean
of fwywr, end do ye not démt your eyes to the vision of the signs af your
Lord, e @mnipotent. Approach ye toward the kingdom of Abha, the
sunreme heaven and the loftiest station, with radiant faces, hearts over -
flowing with the mention of GOD. and breasts dilated by the verses of
GOD, so that ye may attain to that which was longed for by the right-
cous ones, - the station. oreated by the saints and prayed to by the
holy soula. Verily in this is thax which causes aatonlshment to the

e ' ~ . . . o Lo .. -
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people of intelligence.,‘hg

Convey my greeting.and praise to all the believers of GOD in that
vast and spacious continant. -and say unto them.from the tonguve of
Abdul Bzha: “Q ye believers of GODt It is incumbent upon ye to work
mightily (in the cause), strive nobly to speak out the bounties of GOD.
Be ye engaged in the commemoration of the mention of GOD. Be ye sev~
ered from all else save GOD. Take a firm hold of the rope 6f virtue.
Shun obedlence to ‘the dlctatea of self and passion. -Practise kindness

toward all the. people. of..the world, B8erve the cause. ot univeraal yeace,

and shov ye love ‘to all tha natiens of earth .* °
Upon ye be! greeting and praise! '

(Bigned) Abdd Baha Abbas .

I did not see anything of the Master this morning. Haxing re~
ceived 1arge packages of. Ietters from the various countries of the
East, he'is busy resding them. Like simple children, they come to
him for. advice on all sorts of problems. From my standpoint they
heap too much én the shoulderu of the Beloved. Of course, he is our
only light and guide but -there are certain questions thax We can
settle Just as well %hrough the light of the spirit and reason. How-
ever, it is not my province tq criticise., It is all ‘the more wonder -
ful to me that: he attends 10 'all these infinite detaile of correspond-
ence with unlimited patience and perseverance.

At four o'clock I found myself at the door of the house of the
Master, He was coming down with firm strides. The carriage was wait-
ingz. He had promised to ‘take Mr. Atwood with him one day for a drive,
and this was the day of fulfillment. in my hand 1 had a package of
letters to be read to him. ‘Lopking at the rather thick package of
cogmunications, he. laughed,.and taking it out of my hand turned it
toward the upper windows (apparently some of the members of the holy
family were looking down).and.said: "Look! What an amount of work he
has brought for me! Dees he not deserve a sound beating?® And with the
unbrells handle he. did strike me twice gently on my back. %Then he
entered the carriage; after him, Shougi:Effendi, and next this humble
servant. Before reaching the Hotel Plaisance, 4in order to take Mr.
Atwood with us, he taslked with mich humor, laughing all the time-.

"It has reached to . auch a point that if some of the friends ‘want
to cough or sneeze. thay ‘write. to.me-to do it for them, thinking it too
much trouble. I have repeatedly written that any feasible Plan which
had for its aim the spread of the cause is agreesble., Every one dey
sires that I may free him from.his perplexities and lighten his work,
but no one has yet written to me: ‘I have heard you are too busy . May
1 be of some service to you? May I come and lighten your load?t"

Finally we reached the hotel, got ¥r. Atwood and started again.
He has written two. articlel on the cause in theae days, the first
appearing in the. Chrietian Commonwealth, the scoond to appear in an-
other London paper. On the way, he asked two questions: One on creation
and its apparent. incongruities end anomalies, the other on free will
and predestination. To each one the Beloved gave a satiefactory ang -
wey o

if we lodk upon crea&ion from a general standpeint, we see eymme -
{1y and harmony, and ths apparent differences and anomalies of nature

which we call freaks are net freaks at all, but they are created by a
LR ~oontinued-
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definite wisdom. Ae soon as we learn the purpose of their creation
they are not freake but parts of a creation. For example, we Xnow

the wisdom of the creation of the eyes, the ears, the teeth, the hands
and the feet, but we may wonder why a single hair is grown on the top
of somebody's nose. This also has a purpose, were we to become cog-
nizant of it, The law of composition and decomposition, amalgaration
and dissolution, construction and destruction, protection and danger,
are two basic principles of creation. An organism, whether living or
inanimate, must be decomposed at a stated time, so that through its
scattered atoms or élements other organisms may be composed and cresated.
Creation, therefore, is based upon the activities of these fundamental
lawe ., On the other hand, there is the law of the eater snd the eaten.
The higher forms of life feed upon the lower status of genera., The
grase takes its nouriskment out of the soil and graws every day taller
and taller, like unto this (extending his hand toward the tall grass
waving in the field).  The animal in turn (shawing a cow grazing in
the field) .eats this graaa snd is sustained by it. After a while man
comes along, kills the cow and feeds himself upon it. Thue we obeerve
that these various kingdoms of life feed upon each other, but they
have no conscious Kknowledge of one another's existence, Hence the
inferior degree is entirely out of touch with the superior degree,but
the upper can look down upon the lower and help it. That is why, when
we live in this world, we are not informed of the existence of the
spiritual world, but the dwellers of the world of spirit know about ue
and can assiet and hélp uws. - .

At Tegards the free will: There are two kinds of affairs: the
first controlled by man, the second beyond his control; the first vol-
untary, the second involuntary. I am a free man as far as walking is
concerned, but I am not free to soar in the air unless 1 build an aero-~
plane.

While the oaxriage was rolling on and on, across fields of cotvon,
palm groves, primitive hamleta, the Master spoke on the above subjects
We returned about seven otclock. Mr. Atwood enjoyed the ride most
Leartily, and thanked the Master for it. At 8130 the Beloved came to
our house. There was an Arab Sheikb weiting for him. After harranguing
dome poetry and philosophic jargon, to which the Master listensd patient
1y, he ended by the announcement that his wife and ¢hildren were sick
and he had nothing. The Master gave him five dollars, snd he left the
hovse happy. Afterward, six more Egyptians of the noble class came.
~ For more than two hours he spoke to them about the virtues of English
and American people, their scientific achievements, his traveling
throughout those distant countries full of marvelous wonders. 'Then he
gave a resume of his lectures in the Jewish synagoguee in Axerica. He
was very lively in his description, and laughed throughout his inter-
esting talk. The young Egyptians were absorbed in attention. His re-
marks were relished.

Today the Beloved wag very happy and well. All his words creatved
joy and spread sunshine, He laughed,and the waves of his laughter

rippled on the sea of lives, creating wider and wider cirecles of the
Joy ef living.

Ahmad Sohrab



FROM NIRZA AHNAD BOHZRAB .
' Hamleh, Bgypt, Aug. 35, 1e13
Yepr ¥riends!

Hos+ imporvsnt of all is the sstadlishment of a lina of corres-
pondence between iha Hast snd the West, Hot that 1t nay go on for a
menth or two, Or & Year oy 4wo, hud that 1t nay g'ow from step to step
#ithout interruption. The swicess of evary affair depends upon omo's
firmmess snd ressluticn in fellowing &4 up. Of no less iImportance ie
correspondence Betwesn the varisus -vitios of Amerids, 8o far as the
Bahal assemblies ave donvarned; sls¢ with Buropesn Bahai aenters . Thus
g2ch aseembly will becoms informed of ths status of the others ,giving
moral support to esoh other . In osrrying on o correspsndsnce, the
writer, st the momens of writing, must forget lecal feelings, gousip
and narrow idosynorasies of individuale, and looking upon the larger
and more idesl aspeots of the osuse may write suoh news and pen such
thoughts a9 may uplightikhe ambition and inspire the readoers with .
groater activity and servide . To carry on gorrsspondence on this large
scale, a simple organization iw necassary. 1t will be well, for ex«
ample , to designate geriain sstive centers in Amerioa - Chicago, Yssh-
ington, Kew York, San ¥rancieov snd Boston -« tp corrospond regularly
with Zuropean and Oriental aasemblies, and in turn disseminate the
news they rodgeive to smallar oenter; that the future Bahal conventions
nmay glive one or more sesasione to this important svbject, that tne sec-
ratarien appointed ¢ suoh office may report fully on what they have
dong duripng the year, and Now nany letters they have written and re-
seivaed , FProbably thim winter '‘and aultumn tihle plan gguld be pukt more on
s working bamis, so that by tho nexy ovonventieon furthe® plans may be
taken up by the delegntes . Another ampect of thin chaln of corregpond -
enoe must be to forward roagularly a monthly report to the Naeloved . Ald
tho assemblies, whaether largs or amall, in Ameriga or Zuraope , must Jom-
sider it tbair bounden duty o dispstch this report. Beveral aseem-
blies in the past ‘bave tried.to pend monthly reports to the Mmzter,hut
after a while Shey have given it up, evidently showing their lack of
atiention and deternination abous this important affalir . The seoretary
of ench assenmbly must be made responeible 1o cmrry out definitely those
dutices . Otherwise no permunent results will be achieved .

As = ‘confirmation of the foregoing otatemente, I translate the
following tablst, whivh desls eatirely with thie subject, and 1 avw sure
after resding it the believers will do their utmost to carry out ite
instructions . _ , _

*Ihe sorrespondende ¢f the boliavers of GOD with all parts of Am -
erica, and from Amerios to 81l direatione, im very mcoaptable aud
sessonable . It will be the means of drawing the hoarte togoether. Un-
quee tionably show ye the utmost effort in this matter and correspond
with every part. ‘the friends of OUD must e like bouquets of roses,
dissenminating thelr sweet fregrances Irom one o snoler . They muet
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