" Plolades Sylvan Bower, Alhammeh,

_ L.ake Tiberias, Syria, May 9, 19i4.
Desy Friends: . '

“What do you expect the Bahai to accomplish in this
world?' asked a stranger. '

The Beloved one answered:- "The Bahals must be the ser-
vants of universal Peace, the workers for the Cause of the
Oneness of the world of humanity, the spreaders of heavenly
Love amongst the children of man, the promulgetors of the
principles of the progress of mankind, the dispellersa of the
clouds of religlious, national, patriotic ned political pre-
Judices; and the upholders of the inviolable rights of e-
guality between man and women. They must correspond relig-
jous 1desals with the deductions of scisnce and reason, and
#iscard all such theories which cannot atend the test of
intellect and ompirical knowledge. Thisg is the work of the
Bahaieg. Dost thou not dcsire to accomplish this work?  Art

- thou not in favor of 1it? Dost thou lilke to onlist in this

army? You? Then, come and usher under this tent, Make
thou also an effort so that the world of humenity may attain
to the highest summit of perfection. Stbive that reoliglon
may be cleansed from ignorant prejudices. Strive that bias
mey be removed. Strive that warfere and strife may become
non-existent. Strive that love and good-fellowship may

- replace intolerance and the narrowness of dogmatism. Strive

to scatter the seeds of kindness in the hearts. Thesc are the
teachings of Baha'o'lleh. We are striving in this path.
His Holiness Baha'o'liah has opened a great Door of inter-
decpondences of all natlions before the faces. For example,
the atrict adherentsg of the precsent-day religions consider each
othor as infidols and contaminating, as apostates in the sight
of God and man, as deserving to be thrown . to the bottom of
Hell nad 1n the Jaws of Satan; but Baha'o'llah, addressing
the world of humanity, says:- 'Ye are the leaves of one
branch and the fruits of onse treo!'" '

"What ie your belief as regards the origin of evil?"

The Blessed One answered: "There is no origin of evil.
The origin of evil 1s non-exigtent. For example, darkness
ig evil. It 18 the absence of light. Whenever there is
no light, there is darkness. Consequently it has no exist-

. ence. Poverty is the absence of wealth. Ignorance is the

absence of knowledge. Evil 1s the absence of good. A1l
evlls ars non-existent and have no outward forms and shapes.
Creation 1s good. ‘'And the Spirit of God moved ®pon the
face of the waters, and God said, Let there be light; ahd
there was light. And God saw the 1%ght that 1t was good!'"

"How cean one understand the object of his life?"

The Blessed One angwered: "There are two kinds of under-
standings; ohjective snd subjective. To illustrate; Thou
geest this glass of this wat er, and thou dost comprehend in
a dhjective manmer thelr constituent parts. On the other-

\hand,“thou canst not see Love, Intellect, hate, anger, sorrow,



-l

but thou dost reocognize them in a subjective way thro
thoir signs and manifcstations. The first is material, the
gsecond 18 spiritual. The first i3 outward, the second is
intuitive. I hope that thou may'st make great advancement
in the second kind of understanding. Turn thy face toward
God, and say: 'O God! Refresh and gladden my spirit! Purify
my heart{.: JIllumine my powers. I lay all my affairs in
Thy Hand.  Thou art my guide nad my Refuge. I will not de
sorrowful "‘and grieved any more. I will be a happy and joy-
ful being. 0 God! I will worry no more. I will not let
trouble harress me any longer. I will not dwell on the un-
pleasant things of life. 0 God'! Thou art kinder to me
than myself. I dedicate myaself to Thee, 0 Lord!’ Beg
everything thou desirest from Baha'o'llah. If thou art
asking faith, ask of Him. If thou art yearning after know-
ledge, He will grant it unto thee. If thou art longing
for the Love of God, He will bestow it upon thee. He will
descend upon thee all His Blessings. ;

"Is this the Golden Age?"

The. Blessed One answered: "This is not only the Golden
Age, but the Diamond Age. This is the Century of Lights!

This is the Cycle of Love. . This 1s the glorlous Dawn of
the Sun cof Reelity."

"Whzt is Hell?" '

The Blessed One Said: "Is there a Hell more direfull
than Ignorance? A Hell worse than deprivation from the
Pivine Nearness? A Hell lower than negligende?”

"What are your objectg?"

The Blessed One answered. "My objocts are the es-
tablishment of the Cause of international arbitration, the
Promotion of the Oneness of the world of humanlty, the
conformity of religion with sclence and reason, the eluci-
dation of the essential unity of the divine religions, the
explanation of the continuity of the prophetic revelation,
the instruction of mankind in the knowledge of human brother-
hood, the inculcation of the primordial oneness of all
phenomena, the upraiping of the standard of the solidarity
of the human race, the creation of a nycleus for bringing

- about the universal race, the spread of the precepts of spirit-

ual civilization, the teaching of the synthesis of the heaven-
1y philosophy, the readjustment of the economic relations
between the capitalista and laborers, so that each individ-
ual member of the world of humanity may enjoy the utmost
wolfare and prosperity, the organization of the Arbitrdl

Court of Justice, in order that'all the nations of the world
may ssttle before that Court their intermational disputes and
thus remove all the traces of enmity and hatred, and the up-
holding of the principles of one auxilliary, unlversal lan-

guage. This 1is my duty! This is my work. These are
my objects'"





