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"We desire but the good of the world and the 
happiness of the nations; that all nations shall 
become one in faith and all men as brothers; 
that the bonds of affection and unity between 
the sons of men shall be strengthened, that 
diversity of religion shall cease and 
of race be annulled. So it shall be; these fruit
less strifes, these nlinous wars shaJl pass away, 
and the 'Most Great Peace; shall come." 

of BA RA '0 'IJ.A H. 

Published Nineteen Times a Year in the Interest of the Bahai Movement 
By the Bahai News Service, Chicago, U. S. A. 
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RAPIDLY SPREADING THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, AND A'I"I"RACT. 
ING THE A TIENTION OF SCHOLARS, SAVANTS AND 

REI JGIONISTS OF ALL COUNTRIES ORIENTAL 
AND OCCIDENTAL 

The Babai Movement 
the bme of universal peace and 
provides the for the universal 
religion the hope of the ages. It 
points the way and supplies the means 
for the unity of mankind in the knowl
edge and love of truth under the high 
banner of justice and mercy. 

It is divine in origin, hmoan in 
sane, practical and appli

cable to life in its every phase. In 
belief it inculcates naught but truth; 
in action, naught but good; in human 
relations, naught but loving service. 

For the information of those who 
know little or nothing of the Bahai 
Movement we quote the following 
account translated from the (French) 
Encyclopaedia of Larousse: 

BAHAISM: the religion of the disciples 
of Baha'o'llah, an outcome of Babism.
Mirza Husian Ali Nuri Baha'o'llah was born 
at Teheran in 1817 A. D. From 1844 he 
was one of the first adherents of the Bab, 
and devoted himself to the pacific propaga
tion of his doctrine in Persia. After the 
death of the Bab he was, with the principal 
Babis, exiled to Baghdad, and later to Con
stantinople and Adrianople, under the sur
veillance of the Ottoman Government. It 
was in th'e latter city that he openly de
clared his million, . • . and in his letters to 
the principal Rulers of the States of Europe 
he invited them to join him in establishing 
religion and uniTersal peace. From this 
time, the Babis who acknowledged him be
came Bahais. The Sultan then exiled him 
(1868 A. D.) to Acca in Palestine, where he 
composed the greater part of his doctrinal 
works, and where he died in 1892 A. D. 
(May 29). He had confided to his son, 
Abbas Effendi (Abdul-Baha), the work of 
spreading the religion and continuing the 
connection between the Bahais of all parts 

of the world. In point of fact, there are 
Bahais everywhere, not only in Mohamme
dan countries, but also in all the countries 
of Europe, as well as in the United States, 
Canada, Japan, India, etc. This is because 
Baha'o'llah has known how to transform 
Babism -into a universal religion, which is 
presented as the fulfillment and completion 
of all the ancient faiths. The Jews await 
the Melliah, the Christians the return of 
Christ, the Moslems the Mahdi, the Budd
hists the fifth Buddha, the Zoroastrians Shah 
Bahram, the Hindoos the reincarnation of 
Krishma, and the Atheists a better social 
organization! Baha' o'llah represents all 
these, and thus destroys the rivalries and 
the enmities of the different religions; recon
ciles them in their primitive purity, and frees 
them from the corruption of dogmas and 
rites. For Bahaism has no clergy, no relig
ious ceremonial, no public prayers; its only 
dogma is belief in God and in His Manifes
tations. . . • . The principal work. of 
Baha' o'llah are the Kitab-ul-Ighan, the 
Kitab-ul-Akdas, the Kitab-ul-Ahd, and nu
merous letters or tablets addressed to sover
eigns or to private individuals. Ritual holds 
no place in the religion, which m',ist be 
expreaaed in all the actions of life, and 
accomplished in neighborly love. Every one 
must have an occupation. The education of 
children is enjoined and regulated, No one 
has the power to receive confeaaion of sins, 
or to give absolution. The priests of the 
existing religions should reno!lnce celibacy, 
and should preach by their example, min
gling in the life of the people. Monogamy 
is universally recommended, etc. Questions 
not treated of are left to the civil law of 
each country, and to the decisions of the 
Bait-uI-Adl, or House of Justice, instituted 
by Baha'o'llah. Respect toward the Head 
of the State is a part of respect toward God. 
A universal language, and the creation of 
tribunals of arbitration between nations, are 
to suppress wars. "You are all leave. of 
the same tree, and drops of the same sea," 
Baha'o'llah has said. Briefly, it is not so 
much a new religion, a. Religion renewed 
and unified, which is directed today by Ab
dul-Baha. Nouveau Larou .. e llIustre, sup
plement, p. 60. 
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COMPILED FROM THE WORDS OF ABDUL-BAHA 

These twelve basic Babai principles were laid down by Baha'o'llah 
sixty years ago and are to be found in his published 

over 

writings of that time. 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

The of the world of hwnanity. 
Independent investigation of truth. 
The foundation of all religions is one. 
Religion must be the cause of u .. ity. 
Religion must be in accord with and 
Equality men and 
Prejudice of all kinds must be 
Universal peace. 
Univena1 education. 

10. 
11. 
12. 

Solution of the economic problem. 
A wiiversal language. 
An international tribUnal. 

1. The Oneness of the World of 
Humanity 

Baha'o'Uah addresses himself to the world of 
man aaying, "Ye are aU the leaves of one tree 
and the fruits of one arhor." That is, the world 
of existence is no other than one tree, and the 
nations or peoples are like unto the different 
branches or limbs thereof, and human individuals 
are similar to the fruits and hlossoms thereof 
• • • while in aU past religious books and 
epistles, the world of humanity has been divided 
into two parts: one caUed the "people of the 
Bobk," or the "pure tree," and the other, the 
"evil tree." One-half of the people of the world 
were looked upon as belonging to the faithful, 
and the other as belonging to the irreligious and 
the infidel; one-half of the people were consigned 
to the mercy of the Creator, and the other half 
were considered as objects of the wrath of their 
Maker. But Baha'o'Uah proclaimed the oneness 
of the world of humanity he submerged aU 
mankind in the sea of divine generosity. 

2. Independent Investigation 
of Truth 

No man should foUow blindly his ancestors and 
forefathers. Nay, each must see with his own 
eyes, hear with his own ears, and investigate 
truth In order that he may find the Truth; where
as the religion of forefathers and aneestors i. 
based upon blind imitation man should Investi
gate the truth. 

3. The Foundation of All 
Religions is One 

The foundation underlying all the divine pre
cepts Is one reality. It must needs be reality, 
and reality is one, not multiple. Therefore the 

foundation of the divine religlens Is one. But we 
can aee that certain fOf 01. have come in, certain 
imitation. of forma and ceremonial. have crept 
in. They are heretical, they are accidental, be .. 
cause they differ; hence they cause differences 
among religions. But if we .et aside these imi .. 
tat ions and seek the reality of the foundation we 
shall all agree, because religion i. one and not 
multiple. 

4. Religion Must Be the Cause 
of Unity Among Mankind 

Every reJieion is the ereatest divine effulgence, 
the cause of life amongst men, the cause of th .. 
honor of humanity, and is productive of life 
everlasting amonest humankind. Religion i. not 
for enmity or hatred. It is not for tyranny or 
injustice. If religion be the cause of enmity and 
rancor, if it should prove the cause of alienating 
men, assuredly non .. religion would be better. For 
religion and the teachings which appertain to it 
are a course of treatment. What is the object of 
any course of treatment? It is cure and healing. 
But if the outcome of a course of treatment 
should be productive of mere diagnosis and dis .. 
cussion of symptoms, the abolition of it i. evi .. 
dently preferable. In this sense, abandoning re .. 
ligion would be a step toward unity. 

5. Religion Must Be in Accord 
With Science and Reason 

Religion must be reasonable; it must agree per .. 
fectly with science, so that science shall sanction 
religion and reJigion sanction science. The two 
must be brought toa-ether, indi.solubly, in reality. 
Down to the present day it bas been customary 
for man to accept a thing because it was called 
religion, even though it were not in accord with 
human reason . 
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welve Basic Bahai Principles 
6. Men and 

Women 
Thia ia peculiar to the teachines of Baha'o'lIah, 

for all former relieioua ayatems placed men above 
women. Dauehtera and aona must follow the 
same form of study and the ume education. 
Having one course o.f education promotes unity 
amone mankind. 

7. Abandonment of All 
Prejudices 

It Is established that all the prophets of God 
have come to unite the children of men and not 
to disperse them, and to put in action the law of 
love and not enmity. Consequently we must 
throw aaide all theae prejudices the racial prej
udice, the patriotic prejudice, the religious and 
political prejudices. We must become the cause 
of unity of the human race. 

8. Universal 
All men and nations shall make peace. There 

shall be universal peace amongst government., 
universal peace amongst religions, universal peace 
amongst races, universal peace amongst the deni ... 
zens of all relieions. Today in the world of 
humanity the most important matter is the ques
tion of universal peace. The realization of this 
principle Is the cryine need of the time. 

9. Universal Education 
All mankind should partake of both knowledee 

and education, and this partakine of knowledge 
and of education Is one of the neceaalties of re
lieion. The education of each child Is obligatory. 
If there are no parents, the community must look 
after the child. 

10. Solution of the Economic 

No relieious books of the past prophets speak 
of the economic question, while this problem has 

been tborouehly solved In the teachines of Baha
'o'llah. • • • Certain reeulatlons are revealed 
which Insure the welfare and well belne of all 
humanity. Just as the rich man enjoys his reat 
and his pleasures surrounded by luxuries, the 
poor man must likewise have a home, be provided 
with sustenance, and not be In want. • • • Until 
this is effected happiness is impossible. All are 
equal in the estimation of God; their riehts are 
one and there is no distinction for any soul; all 
are protected beneath the justice of God. 

11. A Universal Language 
A universal laneuaee shall be adopted which 

shall be taueht by all the schools and academies 
of the world. A committee appointed by national 
bodies shall select a suitable laneuaee to be used 
as a means of international communication, and 
that laneuaee shall be taueht in all the schools 
of the world in order that everyone shall need 
but two laneuaees, his national toneue and the 
universal laneuaee. All will acquire the inter
national laneuaee. 

12. An International 
A universal tribunal under the power of God, 

under the protection of all men, shall be estab
lished. Each one must obey the decisions of this 
tribunal, in order to arranee the difficulties of 
every na tlon. 

About fifty years aeo Baha'o'llah commanded 
the people to establish universal peace and sum
moned all the nations to the "divine banquet of 
international arbitration" so that the questions 
of boundaries, of national honor and property and 
of vital Interests between nations mleht be de
cided by an arbitral court of justice. 

Remember, these precepts were civen more 
than half a century aeo. At that moment no one 
spoke of universal peace, nor of any of these 
principles; but Baha'o'llah proclaimed them to 
all the sovereiens of the world. • • • They 
are the spirit of this aee, the Iieht of this aee; 
they are the well beine of this aee. 

The Bahai Revelation is the .pirit of this age. It i. the of all 
the highest ideals of this century. The Bahai Cause is an inclusive move
ment: the teaching. of all religion. and societies are found here. Christian., 
Jew., Buddhi.ts, Zoroastrians, Theosophi.ts, 
Spirituali.ts, et a1., find their highest ai .... in this Cause. Sociali.ts and Philos
opher. find their theories fully developed in this Revelation. 

The Cause of Baha'o'llab is the same as the of Christ. It is the 
same tUllple and the same foundation. In the of Chri.t the divine 
teachings were in accordance with the infancy of the human race. The 
teaching. of Bah.'o'llah have the same basic principles, but are to 
the .tage of the maturity of the world and the reqllir unenb of this 
age. 

-ABDUL BAHA. 

5 
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The Springtime 0 God 

RAISE be to God, the springtime of 

God has arrived! This century is, 

verily, the spring season. The in

tellectual world and the world of the 

soul have become verdant thereby. It 
has resuscitated the very world of exist

ence. On the one hand, the lights of 

Reality are shining forth; on the other, 

the clouds of God's mercy are pouring 

down the fullness of His bounty. On 

the one hand we have progress of the 

material type; on the other, great spirit

ual discoveries are being realized. Truly, 

this can be called the miracle of cen

turies, for it is the manifestation of the 

miraculous. 

The time has arrived for all mankind 

to become united. The time has come 

when all nativities shall have one father

land. The day is at hand when all re-
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ligions shall be one religion. The day 

has dawned in which no racial condi

tions shall remain. The day has come 

when religious bias shall pass away. It 
is a day when the oneness of human

kind shall uplift its standard. It is the 

day when international peace, like the 

true morning, is to flood the world with 

its light. 

Therefore, we offer the utmost sup

plication to God, asking Him to dispel 

these gloomy clouds and to uproot these 

imitations in order that the East and 

West may become radiant, that all the 

nations of the world shall embrace one 

another, and the real spiritual brother

hood, like the sun of the heavens, may 

shine upon all the nations. 

-ABDUL-BAHA. 

(From address delivered by Abdul-Baha before the 
International Peace Forum, May 28th, 1912, at Metro
politan Temple, New York City.) 

7 



ABDUL-BAHA ABBAS 

(Photograph taken In 1919, at Haifa. Palestine.) 



"We desire but the good of the world and the happiness of the nations; that all nations 
shall become one in faith and all men as brothers; that the bonds of affection and unity be
tween the sons of men shall be strengthened, that diversity of religion shall cease and differ
ences of race be annulled. So it shall be; th ese fruitless strifes; these ruinous wars shall 
pass away, and the 'Most Great Peace' shall come." BAHA'O'LLAH. 

Vol. 11 Baha 1, 76 (March 21, 1920) No.1 

Bahai A Revelation of the Springtime of God 
From The Progressive Thinker, May 10, 1919. 

By ALBER'!' VAIL 

BAHAI is but another word for spring-
time the springtime of God upon 

this earth-world. The Bahai Gospel is 
the proclamation of a new age, a new 
cycle of spiritual realization and univer
sal brotherhood now breaking upon our 
consciousness. The signs of the coming 
of this springtime appeared over sixty 
years ago in Persia, that home of 
ancient seers and mighty inspiration. 
There the great Bahai teacher, BAHA'O'
LLAH, was born in the town of Nur, 
which being interpreted means "the 
city of Light." He was a prince of the 
royal Persian family, a prince of earth, 
but when the inspiration of the spiritual 
world poured its glory through his pen, 
his face, his pure and selfless life, he be
came the prince of spiritual, of heav
enly revelation. 

The Persian government and the 
priests, the church and the vested in
terests could not tolerate his universal 
and progressive teachings, and, although 
"the common people heard him gladly," 
perhaps because the common people 
came to him by the thousands to be 
taught the wonderful new truths which 
would free them from oppression and 
ignorance, the rulers of Persia drove 
him with his family and a little band of 
followers from prison to prison, and at 
last, discovering what they believed to 
be the most pestilential and wretched 
spot on the earth, they carried BAHA'O'-

LLAH to the town of Acca, Palestine, 
and there chained him to the stone floor 
of a tower cell. They could not believe 
that there was any power in heaven or 
earth strong enough to survive such con
ditions as they there imposed upon him. 

But BAHA'O'LLAH, triumphant and 
glorious, in a little cell, wrote volumes 
of Tablets with tempestuous eloquence 
sustained by a mighty flood of divine in
spiration from the unseen oceans of 
light. From this prison, fifty years ago, 
he wrote letters, called Tablets, summon
ing the kings of the world to a League 
of Nations, the law of mutual disarma
ment and to universal peace. 

He wrote in 1868 to Louis Napoleon 
predicting his overthrow, and telling 
him that because of his injustice an 
enemy would come upon him from over 
the Rhine, would defeat him in battle, 
and Louis Napoleon would lose his 
throne. This prophecy was fulfilled to 
the letter in the Franco-Prussian war. 

In that tortuous prison cell of Acca 
the doors of the divine and unseen 
spheres were wide open before the pure 
spiritual vision of BAHA'O'LLAH. Won
drous beings from the highest heavens 
visited him in garments of light. He 
describes it thus: "The gales of the 
All-Knowing, the All-Glorious, passed 
by me and taught me the knowledge of 
what hath been and is and is to be. I 
have not studied these sciences which 
men possess, nor have I entered the col-

I 
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leges. This (BAHA'o'LLAH) is a leaf 
which the breezes of the will of thy Lord 
the Mighty, the Extolled, have stirred. 
Can it be still when the rushing winds 
blow ? Verily, I was not save as one 
dead in the presence of His command, 
the hand of thy Lord, the Merciful, 
turning me." The inspiration was so 
rapid, perfect, glorious, that sometimes 
he wrote in a night a book of a hundred 
or two hundred pages, each sentence as 
beautiful as though infinite pains had 
been spent upon its literary perfection. 

In 1873 he wrote to the Emperor of 
Germany: ' 'Remember! Where is he 
who was greater than thou and of more 
honor and dignity (Napoleon III), and 
where are his possessions ~ Awake, and 
be not of those who sleep. Consider his 
condition and remember those who in 
past times subdued the countries and 
governed the people. Verily, God hath 
made them descend from palaces to 
graves. " "0 banks of the River Rhine! 
,\7 e have seen ye drenched in gore, be
cause the swords of retribution were 
drawn against ye; and ye shall have an
other trouble. And we hear the lamen
tation of Berlin, though it be today in 
manifest glory." 

For the next fifty years BAHA'o'LLAH 
and Abdul-Baha foretold the coming of 
the great universal war, when a spark 
left over from the Balkans would ignite 
the arsenals of all Europe and would 
produce the greatest conflagration in 
human history. In fact, BAHA'o'LLAH 
prophesied one long succession of his
torical events. He also foretold, nine
teen years before it came to pass in 
1892, the year of his ascension into the 
heavenly world. 

Abdul-Baha, his son and successor in 
spiritual guidance and servitude to the 
new cycle, possesses the same marvelous 
gifts. Continually BAHA'o'LLAH has 
sent him messages from the unseen 
world, and also a perfect glory of spir
itual light which has made him cele
brated through western Asia for knowl
edge and divine illumination. Scholars 
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and sages of many sects and religions 
have journeyed to his prison door to 
hear his wonderful inspiration and his 
forecasts of the new world-order of uni
versal brotherhood, spiritual illumina
tion and the most great peace. 

'When the prison doors of Acca were 
opened in 1908 by the revolution of the 
Young Turks, Abdul-Baha came forth 
from fifty-four years of prison and exile. 
His face was furrowed with the lines of 
humanity's sorrows, yet radiant with 
universal love; his hair and beard were 
silver white, but his step majestic and 
rythmic with the vigor of eternal youth; 
his voice was melodious with the melody 
of the heavenly worlds where his spirit 
had dwelt in glory. When he visited 
Europe and America in 1911 and 1912, 
his message was found to be so modern, 
so prophetic of the new age, so bril
liantly stated, so luminous with the Holy 
Spirit, that he was immediately asked 
to speak in the great City Temple, Lon
don, and at St. John 's Westminster, and 
in a long succession of churches, syna-

• • •• • gogues, peace sOCletIes, ulllversltles, 
meetings for progressive religion. For 
three years he traveled, giving public 
addresses and receiving hundreds of 
callers daily. In all his addresses he 
proclaimed the foundation principles of 
the new Jerusalem, the universal city of 
God which he and his father, BAHA'o'
LLAH had, with their pure spiritual 
vision, seen descending from the heavens 
of light into this world of confusion, a 
glorious Sun of Truth with healing on 
its wings for all the nations and also 
light to flood the world with new knowl
edge, new physical and heavenly 
sciences, a new hope, a new love, a new 
and holy power. 

"Praise be to God," says Abdul-Baha 
in a letter to the Asiatic Quarterly of 
London, England, "that the Sun of 
Reality has shone forth with the utmost 
brilliancy from the eastern horizon. 
The regions of the world are flooded 
with its glorious light. There are many 
rays to this Sun: 
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, 'The first ray is heavenly teachings. 
"The second ray is the oneness of the 

world of humanity. 
"The third ray is the establishment 

of universal peace. 
"The fourth ray is the investigation 

of reality. 
"The fifth ray is the promUlgation of 

universal fellowship. 
"The sixth ray is the inculcation of 

divine love through the power of re
ligion. 

"'l'he seventh ray is the conformity of 
religion with science and reason. 

"The eighth ray is the abandonment 
of religious, racial, patriotic and polit
ical prejudices. 

"The ninth ray is the universal 
spread of education. 

"The tenth ray is the organization of 
the arbitral court of justice, or Par
liament of Man, before the members of 
which all the international and inter
governmental problems are arbitrated. 

"The eleventh ray is the equality of 
the sexes the giving of the same edu
cational facilities to women as to men, 
so that they may become adorned with 
all the virtues of humanity. 

"The twelfth ray is the solution of 
all the economic problems of the world 
so that each indivdual member of hu
manity may enjoy the utmost comfort 
and well-being. 

"The thirteenth ray is the spread of 
an auxiliary world language. 

"Just as the rays of the phenomenal 
sun are infinite, likewise the rays of the 
Sun of Reality are infinite. The above 
summary only contains a few of its rays. 

"The spreading of these rays will de
liver the world of humanity from the 
darkness of ignorance, strangeness and 
narrowness, and will guide it to the cen
ter of all these rays. Then the founda
tion of warfare and strife, animosity 
and hatred, will be destroyed from 
a.mongst the people, and the misunder
standings existing among the religions 
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will be dispelled. The foundation of 
the religions of God is one and that is 
the oneness of the world of humanity." 

When some of us met Abdul-Baha in 
America, and beheld the brightness of 
the spiritual light in his face, felt the 
glorious vibration of divine power from 
his presence which swept the room, 
heard him answer questions on econom
ics, politics, physics, history, philosophy, 
we felt his heart and mind were a veri
table fountain of light. He talked with 
chemists about chemistry, with electri
cians about electrical engineering, with 
Elbert Hubbard about the American 
poets, with politicians about politics, 
with little children about their games, 
all with matchless ease. But he always 
threw the material knowledge into the 
divine light, turned it all toward the 
service of humanity, the pressing call 
for social and spiritual reconstruction 
to meet the new and diviner age. 

Moreover, he is in his own life a mani
festation of the full-orbed light of the 
new day. He not only reflects its pure, 
perfected knowledge in words and ad
dresses clear as crystal, universal as hu
manity, luminous with' the knowledge of 
earth and the diviner planes beyond our 
seeing; he lives his gospel in a life of 
marvelous perfection, pure love and 
triumphant joy. For years he slept on 
the damp, earth-covered floor of a cel
lar room. His food was of the poorest. 
Yet every morning when he awoke he 
praised God that another day was be
fore him. Every night when he went 
to sleep he thanked God he had been 
permitted to serve Him another day in 
prison. " I was in prison for forty 
years," he said, with a smile bright as 
heaven's own light, "but every day was 
a day of perfect joy." His body was in 
prison, but his spirit traversed the glo
rious worlds of God. As BAHA'o'LLAH 
says of the great masters, the "Mirrors 
of Unity," "While walking among the 
servants, they soar in the skies of Near
ness. They journey in the land of 
spirit without motion of foot, and fly 
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upward to the summit of oneness with
out wing. In every moment they tra
verse the world of creation east and 
west, and in every moment pass through 
the kingdom of the seen and the un
seen.' , 

Behind Abdul-Baha's words shines 
this divine experience, this exalted con
sciousness, this resplendent joy, this 
heroic will and a love which will often 
melt a heart of stone. For twenty-four 
years, when he was in the prison city of 
Acca, a fanatical Mohammedan fakir 
cursed, persecuted, reviled him. But 
Abdul-Baha poured out upon him -love 
and kindness, sent him a physician when 
he was ill, food when he was too poor to 
buy for himself. But the man always 
refused to speak to Abdul-Baha and 
showered upon him his fanatical curses 
and abuse. The love of "the Master of 
Acca" never varied in its divine sweet
ness and holy power. At last the fakir 
came to Abdul-Baha's door, threw him
self at his feet, and said: "Forgive me, 
Sir! For twenty-four years I have done 
evil to you. For twenty-four years you 
have done good to me. Now I know I 
have been in the wrong." 

It is this love and victorious spirit
ual power shining through the spoken 
and written words of both BAHA'O'LLAH 
and Abdul-Baha which makes them so 
powerful in transforming hearts and 
minds. Through their writings and 
spiritual radiance thousands of lives 
have been raised from the graves of ma
terialism and prejudice and selfishness 
into the glorious consciousness of God's 
new day. Through their words they 
put one into connection with their spirit, 
which is simply the life of God shining 
from the mirrors of their minds with 
the full-orbed glory of the new cycle. 
This new light shining from their spirits 
has lifted a multitude of Mohammedans, 
Christians, Jews, Parsees, Buddhists, 
Hindus, of many lands and races, into 
the open plains of the most universal 
spiritual brotherhood the world has ever 

seen. It has so endowed these many 
souls with heroic love and the spiritual 
vision which looks through martyrdom 
into the heavenly glory beyond the 
transparent screen called death, that 
twenty thousand men, women and chil
dren have joyously laid down their lives 
for this great and universal movement 
toward religious rebirth, world unity 
and peace. 

In a word, the Bahai movement is a 
proclamation of the principles of the 
spiritual springtime soon to sweep over 
the earth. "The Bahai Movement is the 
spirit of the age. It is the essence of 
all the highest ideals of this century. 
The Bahai Cause is an inclusive move
ment; the teachings of all religions and 
societies are found here. Christians\ 
Jews, Buddhists, Mohammedans, Zoro~ 
astrians, Theosophists, Freemasons, 
Spiritualists, et al., find their highest 
aims in this Cause." 

The Bahai Movement is transforming 
and uniting peoples of so many races 
and religions because it states these uni
versal principles in universal terms and 
reinforces them by the lives of great 
masters who not only proclaim the truth 
but are" the life, the truth, the way." 
"Guidance hath ever been by words, but 
at this time it is by deeds." "The truth 
of words is tested by deeds and de
pendent upon life. Deeds reveal the 
station of a man." (Hidden Words of 
BAHA '0 'LLAH.) 

The Bahai Cause is a new tree of life 
growing in the orchard of the old, very 
old trees of the historic world-religions. 
These trees were once young and beau
tiful, and they yielded heavenly fruits. 
Now a new tree, vital, glorious in spirit
ual perfection, "with world-wide grow
ing capacity," is the need of the hour. 
The Bahais believe that in the universal 
teachings and spirit of BAHA'O'LLAH 
and Abdul-Baha they have found that 
tree of life whose leaves shall be for 
the healing of the nations. 
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Announcement Twelfth Annual Bahai Convention of the 
Mashrekol-Azkar and Bahai Congress 

To be held in New York City from April 24th to 28th, inclusive. 

I N the past, these great events have 
always brought a wave of happiness 

and joy to the hearts of the friends, who 
gather together from different parts of 
the United States and Canada, to dis
cuss the problems of the Cause and the 
erection of the universal edifice of God. 
The convention of last year opened the 
broad vistas of international service. 
Many souls arose to carry the glad tid
ings of the Kingdom to different parts of 
the world and made many sacrifices to 
diffuse the fragrance of the flowers of 
love in the hearts. More than twenty 
souls went into the field heralding the 
coming of the Kingdom. 

The annual convention of the year 
1920 'Yill again be held in New York 
City, from April 24th to 28th, inclu
sive. As we look back over the history 
of the various conventions, we realize 
that each one had a distinctive work to 
achieve. The convention of this year 
will have also several events enhancing 
its importance and adding to its spiritual 
influence. 

THE SELECTION OF THE PLAN 
OF THE MASHREKOL-AZKAR. 

1. The most important work of this 
year's convention is the selection of the 
plan for the building of the Mashrekol
Azkar. According to the latest instruc
tions from Abdul-Baha, t1!e design for 
the Temple shall be selected by the dele
gates this year and the foundation laid 
as quickly as possible. The Bahais 
earnestly desire to construct this divine 
edifice during the lifetime of the Center 
of the Covenant and toward this goal 
all the energies of the delegates and 
friends will be directed, so that a suffi
cient amount of money may be collected 
to carry the work to its final triumph 1-

when the doors of this universal temple 

will be opened to all nations and re
ligions. 

THE COMING OF THE PERSIAN 
TEACHER 

2. Abdul-Baha has sent a Persian 
Bahai teacher, Mirza Fazel Mazanda
rani, and his interpreter to attend the 
sessions of the congress and deliver his 
message of love. This teacher is a great 
thinker and scholar in Persia, and his 
presence at this convention is an added 
blessing and a strong evidence of the 
love of Abdul-Baha for the American 
Bahais. 

THE RETURN OF MANY AMERI
CAN PILGRIMS FROM THE 

HOLY LAND. 

3. During this year many of our dear 
American Bahais had the privilege of 
visiting Abdul-Baha, the Center of the 
Covenant, and they have returned with 
a wonderful spirit of love and service. 
A large number of these souls will be 
present at the convention. Each one of 
them will have & marvelous story to re
late, a fresh vision to unfold and a new 
enthusiasm to impart. The realization 
of this fact will bring us a very 
keen joy, for we know that Abdul-Baha 
wishes the friends to unite like a band 
of pearls. No doubt these pilgrims will 
fill the air with their glorious spirit of 
love, sweetness, unity and beauty. 

CONGRESS SESSIONS. 

4. From Sunday night to Wednesday 
night, there will be four general meet
ings in which public speakers will 
address the audiences, explaining the 
universal Bahai teachings. Last year, 
at the convention, the program commit
tee invited a number of prominent out
side speakers who are sympathetic to the 
Cause. Abdul-Baha was pleased with 
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this fact and sent loving messages to 
each one. This year also the same 
speakers are again invited to voice their 
appreciation of the Bahai work. 

CON VENTION MEETINGS. 
5. From Monday to Wednesday there 

will also be six sessions, morning and 
afternoon, devoted to the various in
terests of the Cause. On Monday the 
sessions will be given to the report of 
the teachers who have returned from the 
field, the report of the delegates, the 
discussion of the duties of the teachers 
and the plan for sending more teachers 
to ot,her fields. On Tuesday the Mash
rekol-Azkar and its vital importance will 
be discussed, the plans will be viewed by 
the delegates and other Bahai activities 
will be presented for consideration. On 
Wednesday the delegates will select the 
design for the Temple, elect new mem
bers of the executive board and transact 
other necessary business. 

THE WEST 

THE WEDDING OF THE EAST 
AND THE WEST. 

6. Another interesting event of this 
convention will be the wedding of our 
dear brother and sister, Mirza Ahmad 
Sohrab and Miss· Juanita Storch. In 
his last Tablet Abdul-Baha says, "God 
willing, the event of your wedding will 
likewise come to pass. In this conven
tion this year, it must unquestionably be 
solemnized. " This is another sign of 
the power of the Word of BAHA'OtLLAH 
in thus uniting the East and the West 
in the divine bond of love and union. It 
is the bringing together of the Orient 
and the Occident and an evidence of the 
potency of the teachings of the Center of 
the Covenant. It is their hope that in 
thus uniting their spiritual forces they 
will be better enabled to serve the 
Cause of BAHA'o'LLAH and the friends 
of God in all parts of the world. This is 
the day of unity, the century of love, the 
period of light and the cycle of truth. 

The Mashrekol-Azkar 
The first erected on Mt. Carmel, Palestine; the second in Ishkabad, Russia, 

and the one to be built in Chicago, U. S. A. 

Two excerpts referring to the lrlashrekol
Azkar to be built in Ohicago. 

Through his honor, Mirza Ali Kuli Khan, 
and the maid-servant of God, Mrs. 
Helen S. Goodall, to Miss Angeline 
Haste, San Francisco, California: 

o thou lover of truth! 
. . . 0 thou beloved maid-servant 

of God! The two stars thou didst be
hold were wonderful signs, for they were 
shining above Lake Michigan; and now 
the ground for the Mashrekol-Azkar is 
located there. This was a spiritual 
revelation and those two stars were two 
heavenly orbs which were manifested to 
thy eyes, indicating that the Bahai 
luminary will dawn above Lake Michi
gan, which will illumine all parts. This 
means that the power of God shall find 
a wonderful penetration and by the rays 

of the kingdom enlighten all direc
tions. . . . 

(Signed) ABDUL-BAHA ABBAS. 

(Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, 
November 22, 1909.) 
The following extract is contained in a 
compilation of incidents and short say
ings of Abdul-Baha, sent out by Mrs. 
Henrietta Clark Wagner, in 1912: 

"Miss Boylan said that while in 
Thonon (Switzerland), last summer, she 
asked Abdul-Baha about the work of 
the Mashrekol-Azkar, feeling that it was 
extremely necessary to push this work 
and get the Temple built as rapidly as 
possible, and that he must come to build 
it, in fulfillment of the prophecy that the 
Lord would come to rebuild the Temple 
which had been torn down. 

"Miss Boylan said Abdul-Baha re-
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plied that he had fulfilled that proph
ecy by building the Tomb of the 
Bab. He said the Tomb of the Bab on 
Mount Carmel was the first Mashrekol
Azkar, and that Temple is already built. 
The one in Ishkabad is a radiation from 
that first one. The one in Chicago will 
be another radiation. In future there 
will be many all over the world, all 
radiating from the central Mashrekol
Azkar. " 

From SHOGHI RABBANI'S DIARY, 
June 8th, 1919. 

The eternal edifice of the Mashrekol
Azkar of Ishkabad, Russia, its perfec
tion, its importance and its unique role 
was the sole absorbing theme of our con
versation and the subject of our 
thoughts. 

This imposing monument is nearing 
perfection, its dome, large and brilliant, 
looms from afar. The Greatest Name, -carved in gold and in large conspicuous 
characters, reflects the rays of the sun; 
while all of its accessories have been pro
vided and many of its branches, such as 
schools for girls, orphanage, reception 
rooms, and hospital are nearing comple
tion. Its nine attractive gardens com
pletely encircle the Temple, intercepted 
by nine spacious walks and having each 
at their central portion a magnificent 
fountain with beautiful jets of water 
that add much to the beauty and charm 
of the place. Electric lights flash amid 
the trees that cover with their extended 
branches these fountains and in such a 
cool and lovely place the friends gather 
and offer to Almighty God their prayers 
and their praise. Although the public 
park in that city is wide and imposing, 
yet comparatively speaking, it is forlorn 
and forsaken the attraction and charm 
of the gartlens encircling the Temple by 
far surpassing the beauty of the park. 

Not a visitor, not a passerby, not a 
resident comes to that city without visit
ing this matchless spot, none without 
expressing his admiration and astonish-
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ment at such an exceptional set of build
ings, so strongly built, so magnificently 
designed, and so richly provided. Many 
have made the following remark: "He 
who erected this edifice and laid the 
foundation of such a monument is as
suredly divine." 

Often it is the case that the construc
tion of the Temple, its lovely gardens, 
its completeness and thoroughness in 
material, intellectual and spiritual equip
ments, the character of its occupants and 
owners, their hospitality, their fervor and 
their conduct often these awaken the 
minds of the people and attract them 
to the Cause. 

Such was the description given by 
Agha Mirza Mehdi as he with the friends 
in Acca gathered this afternoon around 
Abdul-Baha, at the Tomb of BAHA'O'
LLAH for the Sunday afternoon visit. 

When Abdul-Baha inquired the condi
tion and the association of the friends, 
it was intimated that unlike the days 
gone by the friends are intimately as
sociating with all the people of every 
shade and opinion, of every sect, and 
social standing. He said: "Such is the 
way that must be adopted, for only 
through intimate association will the 
friends be able to teach and sow a seed 
in the heart of a seeker. The flower 
must be brought close and near in order 
to inhale its scent and fragrance." 

Then referring to the Mashrekol
Azkar, Abdul-Baha said: "The Temple 
of Ishkabad is unique in that it is the 
first temple of the kind that has been 
erected. Many such temples shall be 
constructed in the future, but this one 
will ever enjoy this unique privilege and 
preference. When its accessories are 
completed and its full machinery starts 
running, when the melody of vocal and 
instrumental music arises and bursts 
upon the air with its joyous trends, when 
the prayers and SUpplications addressed 
at dawn and at sunrise ascend to the 
Throne of the Almighty, then will the 
effect of the Mashrekol-Azkar be made 

(Continued on page 19) 



TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA 
o thou STAR OF THE WEST! 

Be thou happy! Be thou happy! Shouldst thou continue to remain firm and eternal, ere 
long, thou shalt become the Star of the East and shalt spread in every country and clime. 
Thou art the first paper of the Bahais which is organized in the country of America. Al
though for the present thy subscribers are limited, thy form is small and thy voice weak, yet 
shouldst thou stand unshakable, become the object of the attention of the friends and the 
center of the' generosity of the leaders of the faith who are firm in the Covenant, in the fu
ture thy subscribers will become hosts after ho sts like unto the waves of the sea; thy volume 
will increase, thy arena will become vast and spacious and thy voice and fame will be raised 
and become world-wide and at last thou shalt become the first paper of the world of human
ity. Yet all these depend upon firmness firmness, firmness! 

(Signed) ABDUL-BAHA ABBAS. 

TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA 
o ye apostles of BAHA'O'LLAH May my life be a ransom to you! 

. . • . Similarly, the Magazine, the ST AR OF THE WEST ... must be edited in the utmost 
regularity, but its contents must be the promulgator of the Cause of God so that both in the 

East and the West, they may become informed with the most important events. 
(Signed) ABDUL-BAH A ABBAS. 

Editorial Staff: ALBERT R. WINDUST GERTRUDE BUIKEMA DR. ZIA M. BAGDAD! 
Honorary Member: MIRZA AHMAD SOHRAB 

Vol. 11 Baha 1,76 (March 21, 1920) No.1 

Cablegram from Abdul-Baha 
WILHELMITE, NEW YORK: HAlF A. 

ASADULLAS FAZEL AND MANOUCHER KHAN PROCEEDED 
AMERICA. EXERCISE TOWARD THEM UTMOST CONSIDERATION. 

ABBAS. 

Editorial 
NAUROOZ GREETING: 

Allaho' Abha ! 
Ten years ago the STAR OF THE WEST was founded. During that period the 

seed of its being germinated and brought forth a single stem. The Divine 
Gardner has preserved and confirmed it. With this issue its second decade 
begins. Now, it must be developed. 

Abdul-Baha says in the Unveiling of the Divine Plan: "Great importance 
must be given to the development of the STAR OF THE WEST. The circle of its 
discussions must be widened; in its columns must be published the essential 
problems pertaining to the Bahai life in all its phases. Its contents must be so 
universal that even the strangers may subscribe to it. Articles must be pub
lished, dealing with the universal principles of the Cause, the writers proving 
that this Cause takes a vital interest in all the social and religious movements of 
the age and is conducive to the progress of the world and its inhabitants. . . . " 

Abdul-Baha has thus outlined its policy. Its destiny is certain, but its ful
fillment will, in the very nature of enduring things, be slow. He says, continuing 
the above quotation: "In short, the STAR OF THE WEST must promote the aspira
tions and the ideals that will gather little by little around these general Tablets, 
bringing into the light of day all the historical, religious and racial knowledge 
which will be of the utmost value to the Bahai teachers all over the world." 

For many years to come, storms of thought, blights of misunderstanding, 
difficulties of production and distribution, and other problems may hinder its 
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rapid growth, but the light and heat of the Sun of Truth in this divine spring
time shall prevail. 

Meanwhile-e -
Let the writers of such articles as Abdul-Baha demands, send in articles to 

the STAR OF THE WEST. Let the Bahais of America" subscribe for this growing 
newspaper only for service to the cause of God," as Abdul-Baha commanded the 
Bahais of Persia to do. For it is evident that it cannot grow without the means 
of subsistence. 

IMPORTANT: 
Through a misunderstanding the Bahais of the Occident believed that the 

"blessed days," foreseen by Daniel (Chap. 12, verse 12), began in the year 73 
of the Bahai dispensation, which corresponds to the year 1917 of the Christian 
calendar, or 100 years after the birth of BAHA'o'LLAH, but this error on our part 
has been corrected by Abdul-Baha in a recent Tablet to Faraz'Allah Zaki El
Curdi, as follows: 

" As to the question thou hast asked in connection with the verse in Daniel's 
book, namely: 'Blessed is he who cometh to the thousand three hundred and 
five and thirty days.' This year should be taken as a solar year and not a lunar 
one, for in accordance with this calculation one century will have elapsed from 
the rising of the Sun of Truth, when the teachings of God will have been firmly 
established, when the lights will have flooded all the regions in the East as well 
as the West. On that day will the believing souls rejoice. . . . " 

This indicates that there are over thirty years more of storm and sunshine, 
of difficulty and happiness before the beginning of the blessed millennial summer 
time of the Kingdom of God on earth. 

Let us appreciate the value of the springtime. 
Allaho' Abha ! The Editors. 

Letter from the Secretary of Bahai Temple Unity 
to the Bahais of America 

"0 ye lovers of the Beauty of the 
True One, 

Become ye self-sacrificing 
Become ye self-sacrificing." 

ABDUL-BAHA ABBAS. 
To the Bahai Assemblies of America 

and Canada, Greetings in His Name: 
I am now able to give the dear friends 

the detailed information of the ap
proaching convention and congress 
which was necessarily omitted in the call 
for the election of delegates issued Feb
ruary 18th, 1920. 

The Assemblies are stirring with a 
new life at the news of the momentous 
events which this convention is to 
enact. An increasing number of Tablets 
from the Center of the Covenant evi
dence the will and desire of the Beloved 

is to place in the hands of the selected 
and elected delegates to these conven
tions greater and larger responsibilities 
than ever before. He is training us in 
the accomplishment of the divine affairs 
entrusted to us. He is blessing us in un
covering within us a capacity to do this, 
which has been largely dormant hitherto. 
That we must arise in accord with the 
spiritual instructions and perform this 
work with the greatest wisdom, love, and 
union is a part of the great Covenant to 
which we have pledged ourselves. In 
these spiritual instructions the Center of 
the Covenant has addressed the lordly 
and divine gatherings such as this forth
coming. representative gathering of the 
friends of God. One of the conditions 
of attainment to the supreme and 
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destined station (see Divine Plan, p. 67) 
is that there must be "fellowship and 
love amongst the believers." This love 
must reach a superlative degree of joy 
and fragrance. Again:" Whosoever has 
lost himself, has found the universe and 
the inhabitants thereof." "The master
key to self-mastery is self-forgetfulness." 
(p. 77, 78.) The burden of all these 
stirring words, his instructions, are that 
we must love one another, renounce our
selves, forget our opinions, cast aside 
personalities, do only the business of the 
Cause, and confer life, joy and fragrance 
upon the souls. "Contention is abso
lutely forbidden," only "infinite amity 
and love" shall exist among the friends. 
The "least trace of controversy" shall 
become the signal for silence among those 
So engaged. 

"The brilliant sun is shining; 
The full moon is ornamenting the horizon 

of ether; 
The great ocean-tide is flooding every 

little stream; 
The gifts are successive, the favors 

• consecutive; 
The refreshing breeze is blowing, wafting 

the fragrant perfume of the blossoms; 
Boundless treasure is in the hand of the 

King of Kings; 
Lift the hem of thy garment that thou 

mayest receive it!" 
ABDuL-BAHA ABBAS. 

These fragrant" blossoms" whose per
fume reaches us, whence they are and 
whither do they grow? Are they not the 
roses and hyacinths of the King's gar
den, around which the dwellers of that 
ineffable concourse are gathered? In 
truth, this perfume is the fragrance of 
their own radiant and purified hearts. 
Let us gather with them, at the con
vention, with cleansed nostrils, constitut
ing an assembly wherein the divine 
perfections of that luminous concourse 
shall cast no shadow, but light upon 
light. 

The Feast of Rizwan will be cele
brated April 24th, 1920, at the Aldine 
Club, 200 Fifth Avenue, 14th floor, New 
York City, with a reception at 5 :00 P. M. 
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and the feast will be laid at 6 :30 P. M. 
The kind friends of the New York As
sembly through the Rizwan committee 
are in charge of the feast. In keep
ing with the desire of the friends every
where, the feast will be celebrated in 
the utmost simplicity and beauty, and 
mainly Persian food will be served, the 
price for each person not to exceed $2.50. 
The Aldine Club quarters are very 
beautiful and attractive, and there are 
accommodations for 750 people. All the 
facilities of the Club will be at our 

• serVIce. 
The convention, or annual meeting 

of Bahai Temple Unity, will open at the 
Convention Hall of the Engineering So
cieties at 29· West 39th Street, at 10 
A. M., on Monday, continuing through 
the day, and similarly on Tuesday and 
Wednesday. This hall seats 500. Con
nected with the Convention Hall will be 
a large and beautiful room where the 
Mashrekol-Azkar plans and models will 
be placed for the observation of the 
friends . 

The congress will be held on the 
evenings of Sunday, Monday, Tuesday 
and Wednesday, four sessions, detailed 
program of which will be ready shortly. 
The congress sessions are to be at the 
same address as the convention, namely, 
the Engineering Societies, 29 West 39th 
Street, and will be in the Auditorium of 
the Societies, a most beautiful and 
spacious room. accommodating 950, 
splendidly lighted, and with every COll

venient facility. 
Please inform your delegate and al

ternate especially of this outline, as well 
as the friends of the assembly who 
though not all present in the gatherings, 
will unite in spirit and in love and 
fragrance throughout this Rizwan time. 

"The heavenly Beloved with celestial 
beauty is present in the assemblage of 
the friends! Be ye thankful!" (Divine 
Plan, p. 79.) 

In His love, 
Your brother, 

Alfred E. Lunt, Secretary. 
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The Mashrekol-Azkar 
(Continued from page 15) 

evident and manifest. The Temple thaL 
is going to be erected in the U ni ted 
States will be an important and magnifi
cent one, its influence and reaction upon 
the Cause will be tremendous, and the 
impetus it shall give to the movement, 
irresistible. " 

Soon shall the city of Teheran, Persia, 
witness the laying of the foundation of 

the Temple of vVorship, for restrictions 
have been removed and hindrances 
eliminated. 

It will be of interest to note that 
a hearty invitation has been extended to 
Abdul-Baha by the friends of Ishkabad, 
in writing and through an oral message, 
supplicating him to come to Ishkabad 
and thus rejoice those expectant friends. 

Outline of the Bahai Calendar 

The Bahai year begins on March 21st, 
and is divide-d into 19 months of 19 
days each, plus 4 (or 5 every fourth 
year) intercalary days February 26th 
to March 1st, inclusive. 

The first day of each Bahai month 
falls as follows: 
MONTH NAME FIRST DAYS 
1st .. Baha' (Splendor) ...... Mar. 21 
2nd .. Jalal (Glory) .......... Apr. 9 
3rd .. Jamal (Beauty ) ....... Apr. 28 
4th .. Azamat (Grandeur) .... May 17 
5th .. Nur (Light) ........... June 5 
6th .. Rahmat (Mercy) ...... June 24 
7th .. Kalamat (Words) ...... July 13 
8th .. Asma (Names) ........ Aug. 1 
9th .. Kamal (Perfection) .... Aug. 20 

10th .. Eizzat (Might) ........ Sept. 8 
11th .. Masheyat (Will) ....... Sept. 27 
12th .. Elm (Knowledge) ....... Oct. 16 
13th .. Kudrat (Power) ....... Nov. 4 
14th .. Kowl (Speech) ......... Nov. 23 
15th .. Massa 'ulk (Questions) ... Dec. 12 
16th .. Sharaf (Honor) ........ Dec. 31 
17th .. Sultan (Sovereignty) ... Jan. 19 
18th .. Mulk (Dominion) ...... Feb. 7 
19th .. Ola (Loftiness) ........ Mar. 2 

(Month of Fasting.) 

The following days and seasons are 
observed by the Bahais: 

Feast of Naurooz the Bahai New 
Year March 21st. 

1l east of Rizwan (Paradise) com
memorating the Declaration of BAHA'O'
LLAH in the Garden of EI-Rizwah in 
Bagdad, April 21st, 1863. This season 
of feasting lasts twelve days April 21st 
to May 2nd, inclusive. The first, ninth 
and twelfth days (April 21st, April 28th 
and May 2nd) are especially celebrated. 

Annive1'sary of the Declaration of the 
BAR May 23rd. (1844) . 

Anniversary of the Departure of 
BAHA'O'LLAH May 28th. (189'2). 

Anniversary of the Martyrdom of the 
BAB July 9th. (1850). 

Anniversary of the Birth of BAHA'O'
LLAH November 12th. (Born in Nur, 
Persia, 1817.) 

Feast of the Appointment of the Cen
ter of the Covenant, ABDUL-BAHA.
November 26th. 

Intercalary Days During which hos
pitalities are extended to friends, the 
poor and the needy February 26th to 
March 1st, inclusive. 

Month of the Fast March 2nd to 
20th, inclusive, during which no manner 
of food or drink is to be taken between 
sunrise and sunset. Fasting is enjoined 
upon everyone. Children, travelers, 
sick and infirm people, pregnant women 
and nursing mothers are free from this 
obligation. 
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"Before choosing a wife a man must think soberly" 
Talk by ABDUL-BAHA to Mirza Ahmad Sohrab on December 22nd, 1918, the day 

before his departure from the Holy Land. 

N0W that thou art returning to 
America thou must think of taking 

unto thyself a wife. Do thou choose 
a girl who may be suitable to thy intel
lectual and spiritual ideals. She must 
be wise, intelligent, and a symbol of 
aspiring perfection. She must take an 
interest in all the problems pertaining 
to thy life, and be thy companion and 
partner in every phase of thy existence. 
She must be sympathetic, kind-hearted, 
happy and endowed with a joyful dis
position. Then thou must devote thy
self to her happiness and love her with 
a glorious, spiritual love. 

Before choosing a wife a man must 
think soberly and seriously that this 
girl will be his friend throughout all 
his life. It is not a temporary matter. 
She is a soul with whom he must as
sociate all the days of his life; she will 
be his mate and his intimate confidant; 
therefore, day by day their love and 
their attachment to each other must in
crease. 

The greatest bond that will unite the 
hearts of man and wife is faithfulness 
and loyalty. Both must exercise toward 
each other the utmost faithfulness and 
loyalty and not let any trace of jealousy 
creep between them; for this thing like 
unto poison vitiates the very founda
tion of love. 

The man and wife must dedicate their 
knowledge, their talents, their fortunes, 
their titles, their bodies and their spirits, 
first to BAHA '0 'LLAH and then to each 
other. Their thoughts must be lofty, 
their ideals luminous, their hearts 
spiritual, and their souls the dawning
places of the rays of the Sun of Reality. 
They must not become ill-disposed 
toward each other on account of the 
ephemeral incidents and accidents of 
this changeful life. Their hearts must 

be spacious, as spacious as the universe 
of God. In case any difference of opin
ion should arise between them, they 
must do their utmost to settle it by 
themselves, and not let its knowledge go 
out of the family; for people are apt to 
change a speck into a mountain. Again, 
in case a circumstance causes a real of
fense between the two, they must not 
keep it in their hearts, but rather ex
plain its nature to each other and try 
to remove it as soon as possible. They 
must prefer fellowship and amity to 
jealousy and hypocrisy, and be like two 
pure mirrors reflecting the light of the 
stars of love and beauty to each other. 

You must tell to each other all your 
noble and heavenly conceptions. Have 
no secret!! between you. Make your 
home a haven of rest and peace. Be 
ye hospitable and let the doors of your 
home be open to the faces of friends 
and strangers. Welcome everyone with 
a smiling face and let th1lm all feel 
that they are in my home. 

God has created such union and har
mony between man and wife that no 
one can conceive in this world a greater 
plane of union. You must irrigate con
tinually the tree of your union with the 
water of love and affection, so that it 
may remain green and verdant through
out all the seasons, producing the most 
luscious fruits for the healing of the 

• natIOns. 

In short, you two must live such a 
life that your home may become a vision 
of the paradise of Abha; so that who
soever enters therein may feel the es
sence of purity and cleanliness, and may 
cry out unconsciously: "Here is the 
home of love, here is the palace of love, 
here is the nest of love, here is the 
garden of love; " and you two, like 
unto two sweet-singing birds, must be 



STAR OF THE WEST 21 

;y-
, ~' ., .', - .. \ .. -{ . ," '. .'. " ... 
- ... ,; ( • .. ~,.),.~ \II",)~" CJ.I;~ . ..u· ... .1 .#.r" 

• • \ • • .,r-..." 

• • • . \. ."'. 
J t...J .I C)' .)) .; e"P.r" CJ \:..a ~ \i 

• • II· 

".. ." ... 

.. ",. . . .. 
... JIIIIIIIII • "' ' , •• • . , C"\ '. . • ."., 

c>~ ~ i:.J,J U-I'...'" c... "'~~~.1 '" 
, 

~. .. '" . . . • ' . , 
, ~~ 
• , t' . 

' .. 
• • 

• . . . '" . 

• 

perched on the highest branches of the 
tree of life, filling the air with songs 
of love and happiness. 

Endeavor as far as you are able to 
lay the foundation of your love in the 
very center of your spiritual being, in 
the very heart of your consciousness, 
and do not let this foundation of love 
be shaken in the least. 

And when God gives you sweet and 
lovely children, exert yourselves in their 
education and training, so that they may 
become the imperishable flowers of the 
divine rose-garden, the nightingales of 
the ideal paradise, the servants of the 
world of humanity and the fruits of 
the Tree of Life. 

Live ye in such a manner that others 
may take your life as an example, and 
may say to each other: "Look! How 
they live like unto two doves in one 
nest with perfect love, affinity and har
mony. It is as though God had kneaded 
from eternity the very essence of their 
beings for the love of each other." 

When such conditions exist and such 
ideals hold sway, then you have taken 

\ .• 
\u" 

• 

a large portion from the everlasting 
life, have quaffed deeply from the 
fountain of Truth! and have spent your 
days in the paradise of glory gathering 
the immortelles of divine mysteries. 

Be ye to each other as heavenly lovers 
and divine beloved ones. Spend your 
life in the paradise of love. Build your 
nest on the leafy branches of the tree 
of love. Soar ye in the clear atmo
sphere of love. Swim ye in the shoreless 
sea of love. Walk ye in the eternal rose
garden of love. Move ye in the shining 
rays of the sun of love. Be ye firm and 
steadfast in the path of love. Perfume 
your nostrils with the sweet fragrance 
of the flowers of love. Familiarize your 
ears with the soul-entrancing melodies 
of love. Be ye intoxicated with the wine 
of love. Drink we deeply of the elixir 
of love. Let your ideals be the bouquet 
of love, and your conversation the white 
pearls of the ocean of love. 

(Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohra~, 
December 6th, 1919, Sebastopol, Cali
fornia.) 

• 
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Tablet revealed by ABDUL-BAHA. 

We do not look at the evil deeds of the 
people. We do not consider the race, the 
religion, or nationality. We do our ut
most to help everyone. The inhabitants 
of these parts know this and, therefore, 
whenever they are in difficulties, or have 
had business reverses they come to us 

and we will never send them away un
aided or deprived. This is the quality 
of the Bahais. This is the conduct of 
the believers. This is the path of the 
kingdom of God. 

(Abdul-Baha: Diary of Mirza Sohrab, 
January 24, 1914.) 
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[The above is a rae-simile of greet
ings to the Bahais of America from the 
Bahais of Persia, which they desire 
printed in the STAR OF THE WEST. The 
seal is that of the Spiritual Assembly 
(House of Spirituality) of Teheran.] 



"We desire but the good of the world and the happiness of the nations; that al1 nations 
shal1 become one in faith and al1 men as brothers; that the bonds of affection and unity be
tween the sons of men shal1 be strengthened, that diversity of religion shal1 cease and differ
ences of race be annul1ed. So it shal1 be; these fruitless strifes; these ruinous wars shal1 
pass away, and the 'Most Great Peace' shal1 come." BAHA'O'LLAH. 

Vol. 11 JalalI,76 (April 9, 1920) No.2 

The Coming of the Promised One 
Address by HOWARD C. IVES of New York City, delivered at the Eighth Session 

of the Bahai Congress at Hotel McAlpin, New York City, Wednesday 
afternoon, April 30th, 1919. Stenographically reported. 

DID you ever stand upon a high point 
and see the sun rise? I have stood 

among the foothills of the Rocky :Moun
tains and watched the dawn break over 
the hills, the morning star gradually 
dimming in its glory, the faint first rosy 
light creeping up the horizon, and then 
gradually, above the mountains, the first 
rim of the radiant glory of the orb; 
then lifting, and lifting, and flooding 
the earth with its glory. Not in all na
ture is there such a sight; nothing will 
compare with that wonderful miracle. 
I have heard it said that if it happened 
only once a year people would be on 
their knees for days before, longing, 
searching, for the first sign, hoping for 
that coming. Imagine, friends, if it 
only happened once every thousand 
years. Stretch the wings of your imag
ination and think of the legends that 
would be handed down from father to 
son, and son to son, from generation to 
generation and think how they would 
watch the constellations of the sky for 
praise be to God, even in the darkest 
night, there are stars in the sky and 
think how the traditions would have 
mentioned that, before the dawning, a 
morning star would appear, and when 
that morning star arose above the hori
zon and gradually found its way toward 
the zenith, think how men's hearts would 
leap with joy, and they would say, "He 
is coming! He is coming! I have seen 
his sign in the sky!" And then think 
what a dawning that .would be when the 

sunrise came once only every thousand 
veal's. You could not stand and wait • 

for it. The father would see the first 
faint gleam upon the horizon, and the 
sons would see it gradually grow and 
grow, and the grandsons would see the 
first faint roseate tinge upon the moun
tain tops, and the great-grandsons would 
look and long for the orb to appear, and 
the great-great-grandsons would see it 
gradually rise above the horizon. 

My friends, there is not one single 
thing in all this world that is not a sym
bol of the spiritual reality, and what I 
have just painted in words for you is 
an actual fact. The Sun of Reality rises 
only once every thousand years or so, 
the stars in the heaven precede his dawn
ing, the hearts of men become weary 
through the night as they watch the 
stars in the sky and long for the coming 
of that which the stars promise. 
Throughout the ages it has been said 
that in the time of the coming of the 
Sun of Truth there shall be a new 
heaven and a new earth. What does that 
mean ~ Certainly not that this sky shall 
be changed and this earth beneath our 
feet altered. No! The sky that we see 
and the earth beneath our feet are but 
symbols again, just as the sun is a sym
bol and the stars are symbols. The sky is 
a symbol of the heaven of religion and 
the earth is a symbol of the hearts that 
are softened for the springtime. 

Many thousand years ago a Sun ap
peared we call his name Abraham a 
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Sun of Reality rose gradually according 
to the promise; and the star I don't 
mean the material star, I mean the heart 
and the longing thoughts of men, long
ing just then as we do now and the 
constellations, arose with him, thus a 
new heaven appeared. Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, David, Solomon, Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
Amos, Ezekiel were the stars of that 
heaven, they were the constellations ap
pearing with that promised One. 

And then Moses came, bringing with 
him his own group. 

Then Jesus Christ came. Think of the 
stars that rose with him. John, Stephen, 
Paul, Timothy, Mary Magdalen, Mary 
the mother of Jesus, Mary and Martha 
the sisters, Luke the physician, Matthew 
the publican, Peter the fisherman! Ah, 
they are the illuminating lights that 
come with that promised One, they are 
the stars of his heaven, and they, after 
the sun has set, illuminate the dark sky 
throughout the age, then gradually dwin
dling in glory until the sun again rises. 
But when the sun appears from the 
horizon of the vernal equinox, on the 
twenty-first of March, it brings the glory 
of the springtime; so when the Sun of 
Reality rises, He brings healing on His 
wings, and a new springtime comes to 
the human heart. 

Just as the farmer goes out and plows 
and harrows the hard soil, so the Spirit 
of God moves upon the hearts, and pain, 
sorrow and suffering plow the hearts. 
Nations tremble because of starvation, 
famine, agonies and tears! That is why 
the earth is filled with woe woe, woe, 
woe when the promised One appears. 
Praise be to God, for without that woe 
our hearts would still be hard, just as 
the ground is hard until with the soften
ing of the rain and the warmth of the 
sun and the plough and the harrow, 
it is broken to pieces, in order that the 
seed may fall and fructify and grow and 
bring forth an hundred fold. 

My friends, praise be to God, the 
promised One hath come again. We 
have waited long throughout the cen-

turies; our hearts have grown into 
stone, our hearts have become frozen, 
our hearts have fallen low in woe and 
weeping. Praise be to God, he hath 
come again! He hath come again! The 
Sun of R.eality hath risen. 0 that isn't 
all, for there is a new heaven, and there 
is also a new earth. What good would 
the sun be? 'Vhat good would the cross
ing of the equinox be in the early spring 
were there not an earth to feel its rays? 
Of what earthly usc is it, if the prom
ised One, the Sun of Reality, dawns and 
there are no hearts to receive the light? 
Praise be to God, there are always hearts 
to receive the light. vYe are His crea
tures, the children of His hand, the off
spring of His love. We long for Him 
and He longs for us. Now in this great 
Day of God the hearts are turning unto 
Him. 

'Yas it yesterday that our dear sister, 
1\1rs. Maxwell, quoted the beautiful 
words from Daniel that" the wise shall 
shine as the sun and they that turn many 
to righteousness as the stars forever and 
ever. " There is your perfect symbol. 
That is the ancient version, the old ver
sion, but the revised version has it much 
more beautiful: "They that be teach
ers shall shine as the sun; they that turn 
many to righteousness as the 8tars, for
ever and ever." BAHA '0 'LLAH glorified 
God in his wonderful Book, The Ighan: 
"At that time the signs of the Son of 
Man shall appear in the heavens." That 
is, the promised Beauty and substance of 
life shall come from the court of the in
visible into the visible world. That is 
the coming of the promised One; that 
is the coming of the Son of Man; that 
is the dawning of the signs in the 
heavens. "The appearance," as he says 
again in another passage, "when the 
face of the promised One and the 
beauty of the adored One shall descend 
from heaven riding upon a cloud." That 
is, the divine Beauty will appear from 
the heavens of the Supreme Will in the 
human temple. 

So my friends, change your point of 
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view for a moment from thinking of the 
heavens above and the rising of the sun 
and its glory; change your point of view 
to the divine Beauty appearing in the 
human form here on earth. Imagine 
the divine Beauty descending from 
heaven" riding on a cloud," that is the 
human form, the cloud hiding him from 
our eyes, nevertheless dwelling in the 
human temple, seeing with human eyes, 
walking with human feet, eating, drink
ing, suffering, longing the divine Beau
ty nevertheless, the promised Beauty and 
substance of life! Think of those words, 
the promised Beauty, the very substance 
of life, appearing in a human temple. 
This is the Sun of Reality I am talking 
about, shining upon the human earth, 
the earth of human hearts. 

Ah, my friends, make the picture, for 
his human temple is the Sun of Reality, 
and within that human temple, which is 
nothing but a cloud, the Sun is shining 
to those whose eyes can see it. Shall he 
shine in our hearts? Shall he bring 
forth fruits meet for repentance, as 
Jesus said ~ Shall the wheat of divine 
love grow ~ Shall the fruits of glorious 
perfection appear? Shall the clouds of 
mercy from the divine heaven pour 
upon ready hearts the drops of hi" 
mercy and the fire of his love? Shall 
there appear from this earth the great 
and glorious results worthy of such a 
Sun from such a heaven? p'raise be to 
God, I don't even have to ask, for the 
new earth has come. 

When the sun rises in the springtime, 
when the sun gradually crosses the line, 
what do we see? Do we see all at once 
the earth burst into beauty and perfec
tion? Do we see all at once the fruits 
of the harvest appear? Oh, 110, we see a 
blade of grass here and there, a little 
green leaf, then the rest; we see a tree 
just beginning to show its buds but 
these are the new earth. All the cold 
and hard world does not exist. I don't 
care how many millions of dead leaves 
there are, the one blade of grass, the 
one green leaf is the new earth. And 

so, show me one soul responding to the 
new Sun; show me one life ready to 
lay itself down in self-abnegation and 
perfect renunciation; show me one mar
tyr to the Sun of Truth; show me one 
who is placing heart and soul on the al
tar of self-sacrifice, purity and love
that is the new earth! That is all the 
earth there is. Let the rest go, it doesn't 
exist. It is dark and cold, it is dead. 

Does it exist ~ Do you say that the 
dead bodies in the graves exist in com
parison with the people walking on the 
street? I tell you, my friends, all those 
who do not know BAHA'o'LLAH, and his 
glory, all those who do not turn to him 
in this new age, simply do not exist. On 
the other hand, verily, they are in their 
grav~s and they know it not. Arise, 
arise, 0 earth of human hearts! Arise, 
burst the prison bars, come out from the 
cage! Be ye resurrected from the dead 
bodies of self and desire and ascend to 
that station for which ye were created! 
When the Sun of Reality arises in the 
human temple, it creates effects upon 
the human hearts just as the sun does 
upon the material earth, and results ap
pear. He speaks, and it is done. 

My friends, think, think of these last 
four days you and I have been listen
ing don't let us lose the figure you 
and I have been seeing the rays of the 
Sun of Truth shining upon the earth 
and results appearing. Go ye into all 
the world, shine as the Sun of Truth, 
carry to all the world the news that rays 
of the Sun of Reality shining upon the 
world shall transform it, proclaim to 
them that the Prince of Peace hath come, 
that never again shall there be war 
amongst nations, never again shall there 
be war between creeds and classes and 
sects, never again shall labor and capital 
be arrayed against each other, never 
again shall there be loveless homes and 
divorce courts, never again shall there be 
strife between children in the streets, 
never again shall there be anything that 
shall mar the beauty of the love of God 
in the human heart. That is the procla-
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mation and it is done. What difference 
does it make if it doesn't come at once ~ 
Does that alter the fact? We who see the 
sun rise and cross the equinox every 
springtime, do we say, because the whole 
world does not burst into beauty and 
harvest at once, that it won't come? I 
tell you the first blade of grass is the 
whole thing, to anyone who sees. And 
so when the 'W ord of God goes forth, 
the thing is done. 

Arise! Arise! 0 ye chosen of the 
world, and be ye the divine helpers of 
God, says BAHA '0 'LLAH. How? Praise 
be to God, the command not only goes 
forth but the way of development is 
shown not only in words but in example. 
BAHA'o'LLAH says, "Though ye cut off 
my limbs, yet shall the love of God 110t 
depart out of my heart. Verily, I was 
created for sacrifice, therefore do I 
glory over the world." Do you want 
then to know how you shall glory over 
the 'world, how you shall establish the 
Kingdom of God in hearts, how you shall 
earry out the teachings of these blessed 
Tablets that we are listening to? Here 

is the recipe, "Though they cut off my 
limbs, yet shall the love of God not de
part out of my heart. I was created for 
sacrifice, therefore do I glory over the 
world!" Those who believe in BAHA
'O'LI,AH, those who have turned their 
hearts to the Center of His Covenant, 
those who love the Blessed Perfection, 
were created by the Sun of Reality in 
the human temple for sacrifice, and by 
sacrifice shall they glory over the world 
as He did and establish the Kingdom of 
the promised One in the hearts and souls. 

, 'The blessed person of the promised 
One is interpreted in the holy books as 
the Lord of Hosts, i. e., the heavenly 
armies! By heavenly armies those souls 
are intended who are free from the hu
man world, transformed into celestial 
spirits and have become divine angels." 
There are your celestial armies. They 
who shall become divine angels, are those 
who have turned their backs upon the 
world, who were created by the love of 
God and His Blessed Beauty for sacri
fice. 

Allaho'Abha! 

The Most Great Characteristic: The Center of the Covenant 
Address by DR. ZIA M. BAGDADI of Chicago, delivered at the Eighth Session of 

the Bahai Congress at Hotel McAlpin, New York City, Wednesday 
afternoon, April 30th, 1919. Stenographically reported. 

S I have been quite ill for the last 
three days, I did not expect to be 

here this afternoon, but memory recalled 
a beautiful afternoon, in the year 1912, 
when our beloved Abdul-Baha, the Cen
ter of the Covenant, commanded his Per
sian party, including this servant, to 
address the friends in New York on the 
same subject that we have this afternoon, 
"The Center of the Covenant," and 
therefore I was strengthened to come to 
this blessed gathering. 

Why is it that the most great charac
teristic of the teachings of BAHA'O'LLAH 
concerns the Center of the Covenant ~ 
Why this greatness or extreme impor
tance 1 Because the Covenant is the one 
power that preserves unity among man-

kind, prevents sectarianism and protects 
all the principles of BAHA '0 'LLAH. For 
example: The investigation of reality 
is a principle of BAHA'O'LLAH. If one 
were to say, "I can interpret that. It 
has another meaning. It does not mean 
that we must investigate reality." The 
power of the Covenant is the one weapon 
that would stop such an interpreter. If 
one were to say, regarding the principle 
of BAHA'O'LLAH to do away with racial 
and all other prejudices, "I understand 
it differently, racial differences must 
exist," the only weapon with which you 
could overpower such an interpreter is 
the Covenant. In other words, the only 
interpreter' is the beloved Abdul-Baha. 
Should one in most eloquent language 
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try to prove the inequality of the sexes, 
reply to such an one that the only in
terpreter is His Holiness Abdul-Baha, 
the Center of the Covenant, and the 
power of the Covenant will prevent 
wrong interpretation. Should one try to 
convince the world that universal peace 
was not right, we would know, by the 
power of the Covenant, that such inter
pretation was wrong, and that would be 
the only way to stop such false inter
pretation. 

So, you see, all the other principles of 
BAHA'o'LLAH are protected, too, by that 
power of the Covenant. The progress 
of the religions of the past depended 
upon the unity of the believers, and the 
failure thereof was caused by the dis
unity and differences of the believers. 
Consider the essence of history. Take 
the Jewish religion. Its founder, Moses, 
delivered the people of Israel, who were 
enslaved and persecuted by the Phar
aohs, and saved them from bondage in 
Egypt. Under him all became free in 
the Land of Promise. For four hundred 
and fifty years they were ruled by four 
hundred judges, a congress, in the Holy 
Land. They progressed day by day be
cause they were united. Through the 
power of the prophet Samuel, Saul, the 
first king, was placed on the throne and 
became the ruler of the Jews. They were 
united upon the text and teachings of 
::"I'Ioses. Saul died and was succeeded by 
David. Still that religion was progress
ing. David died and his son Solomon 
was made king. That period was the 
highest of the Jewish civilization. The 
kingdom extended to the Euphrates and 
the Red Sea. They became the teachers 
of the then known world. Many of the 
philosophers of the Romans, the Greeks 
and other nations went to learn from 
them and to be educated. The downfall 
of the Jews began when, after the death 
of Solomon, his son Rehoboam became 
king, the Jews splitting into two factions 
or kingdoms, one of which, the kingdom 
of Judah remained loyal and offered 

allegiance to Rehoboam, while the other, 
the Kingdom of Israel, elected for its 
sovereign Jeroboam from the descend
ants of Joseph who lived in Mesopo
tamia. 

This first split divided their power, 
creating enmity, suspicion and hate, and 
wars resulted to the extent that J ero
boam declared that it was just as good 
to worship a bull as to go to Jerusalem, 
the holy city, and worship God, because 
he did not want his people to go and 
become acquainted with the other king, 
the son of Solomon. When that discord 
took place and wars had begun between 
the two factions, other nations attacked 
and crushed them. Then the Romans, 
Assyrians, Babylonians and Egyptians 
came and destroyed them, the Jews fall
ing into degeneration and slavery. The 
Assyrians annihilated the kingdom of 
Israel, and Nebuchadnezzar, the king of 
Babylonia, attacked Judea, taking cap
tive and burning Jerusalem. The king
dom of Israel was utterly annihilated 
and the remnants of the kingdom of 
Judea were saved by the mercy of the 
Persian kingdom. Later the Jews were 
divided into the Pharisees, the Saddu
cees, the Publicans, etc. 

At such time Jesus Christ appeared. 
He came to unite them and to guide 
all the people. Instead of receiving 
and following him, they crucified him. 
After his departure Christianity was a 
target of persecution for seventy years. 
Titus, the Emperor of the Romans, then 
became interested in the Christian re
ligion. He killed more than a million 
of the Jews, scattered the rest and 
destroyed Jerusalem. To the Chris
tians he gave freedom that is, seventy 

~ 

years after the birth of Jesus Christ,-
and the Christians were given an op
portunity to go forth and teach the 
Romans. That freedom, however, was 
later taken from them and Nero, the 
Roman Emperor, persecuted them se
verely. While intoxicated, Nero burned 
the city of Rome and in the morning 

(Continued on page 37) 
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TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA 
o thou STAR OF THE WEST! 

Be thou happy! Be thou happy I Shouldst thou continue to remain firm and eternal, ere 
long, thou shalt become the Star of the East and shalt spread in every country and clime. 
Thou art the first paper of the Bahais which is organized in the country of America. Al
though for the present thy subscribers are limited, thy form is small and thy voice weak, yet 
shouldst thou stand unshakable, become the obj ect of the attention of the friends and the 
center of the generosity of the leaders of the faith who are firm in the Covenant, in the fu
ture thy subscribers will become hosts after hosts like unto the waves of the sea; thy volume 
will increase, thy arena will become vast and spacious and thy voice and fame will be raised 
and become world-wide and at last thou shalt become the first paper of the world of human
ity. Yet all these depend upon firmness firmness, firmness! 

(Signed) ABDUL-BAHA ABBAS. 

TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA 
o ye apostles of BAHA'O'LLAH May my life be a ransom to you! 

. . . . Similarly, the Magazine, the ST AR OF THE WEST, must be edited in the utmost 
regularity, but its contents must be the promulgator of the Cause of God so that both in the 
East and the West, they may become informed with the most important events. 

(Signed) AltDUL-BAHA ABBAS. 

STAR OF THE WEST FOUNDATION 
Northeastern States: HOOPER HARRIS. Western States: HELEN S. GoODALL. 
Southern States: Dominion of Canada: MAY MAXWELL. 

Central States: ALBERT VAIL, CARL SCHEFFLER. 
Editorial Staff: ALBERT R. WINDUST GERTRUDE BUIKEMA DR. ZIA M. BAGDAD! 

Honorary Member: MIRZA AHMAD SOHRAB 

Vo!' 11 Jalal1, 76 (April 9,1920) No 2 
, 

Unveiling of the Divine Plan for the World 
Tablet· of ABDuL-BAHA read at the Eighth Session of the Eleventh Annual 

Mashrekol-Azkar Convention and Bahai Congress held in McAlpin 
Hotel, New York City, April 26-30, 1919. 

TABLET. 

To the believers of God and the maid-servants of the Merciful of the Bahai 
Assemblies in the United States of America and Canada! Upon them be 
BAHA '0 'LLAH EI-Abha! 

He is God! 

o ye apostles of BAHA'O'LLAH May my life be a ransom to you! 

The blessed person of the promised One is interpreted in the holy Book as 
the Lord of Hosts, i. e., the heavenly armies: By heavenly armies those souls are 
intended who are entirely freed from the human world, transformed into celes
tial spirits and have become divine angels. Such souls are the rays of the Sun 
of Reality who will illumine all the continents. Each one is holding in his hand 
a trumpet, blowing the breath of life over all the regions. They are delivered 

• 

·NoTE This Tablet was revealed in Bahjeh in three parts. The first part 
was dictated April 19th, the second part April 20th,and the third part April 
22nd, 1916. The Editors. 
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from human qualities and the defects of the world of nature, are characterized 
with the characteristics of God, and are attracted with the fragrances of the 
Merciful. Like unto the apostles of Christ, who were filled with Him, these souls 
also have become filled with His Holiness BAHA'O'LLAH, i. e., the love of BAHA
'O'LLAH has so mastered every organ, part and limb of their bodies, as to leave 
no effect by the promptings of the human world. 

These souls are the armies of God and the conquerors of the East and the 
West. Should one of them turn his face toward some direction and summon 
the people to the Kingdom of God, all the ideal forces and lordly confirmations 
will rush to his support and reinforcement. He will behold all the doors open 
and all the strong fortifications and impregnable castles razed to the ground. 
Singly and alone he will attack the armies of the world, defeat the right and left 
wings of the hosts of all the countries, break through the lines of the legions of 
all the nations and carry his attack to the very center of the powers of the earth. 
This is the meaning of the hosts of God. 

Any soul from among the believers of BAHA '0 'LLAH who attains to this 
station, will become known. as the apostle of BAHA 'O'LLAH. Therefore strive ye 
with heart and soul so that ye may reach this lofty and exalted position, be 
established on the throne of everlasting glory, and crown your heads with the 
shining diadem of the Kingdom, whose brilliant jewels may irradiate upon cen
turies and cycles. 

o ye kind friends! Uplift your magnanimity and soar high toward the 
apex of heaven so that your blessed hearts may become illumined more and 
more, day by day, through the rays of the Sun of Reality, i. e., His Holiness 
BAHA'O'LLAH; at every moment the spirits may obtain a new life, and the dark
ness of the world of nature may be entirely dispelled thus ye may become in
carnate light and personified spirit, become entirely unaware of the sordid mat
ters of this world and in touch with the affairs of the divine world. 

Consider ye what doors His Holiness BAHA 'O'LLAH has opened before you, 
and what a high and exalted station He has destined for you, and what bounties 
He has prepared for you i Should we become intoxicated with this cup, the sov
ereignty of this globe of earth will become lower in our estimation than the 
children's plays. Should they place in the arena the crown of the government 
of the whole world, and invite each one of us to accept it, undoubtedly we will 
not condescend, and will refuse to accept it. 

To attain to this supreme station is, however, dependent on the realization 
of certain conditions: 

The first condition is firmness in the Covenant of God. For the power of 
the Covenant will protect the Cause of BAHA '0 'LLAH from the doubts of the 
people of error. It is the fortified fortress of the Cause of God and the firm 
pillar of the religion of God. Today no power can conserve the oneness of the 
Bahai world save the Covenant of God; otherwise differences like unto a most 
great tempest will encompass the Eahai world. It is evident that the axis of the 
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oneness of the world of humanity is the power of the Covenant and nothing else. 
Had the Covenant not come to pass, had it not been revealed from the supreme 
pen and had not the Book of the Covenant, like unto the rays of the Sun of 
Reality, illuminated the world the forces of the Cause of God would have been 
utterly scattered and certain souls who were the prisoners of their own passions 
and lusts would have taken into their hands an axe, cutting the root of this 
Blessed Tree. Every person would have pushed forward his own desire and 
every individual aired his own opinion! Notwithstanding this great Covenant, 
a few negligent souls galloped with their chargers into the battlefield, thinking 
perchance they may be able to weaken the foundation of the Cause of God: but 
praise be to God, all of them were affiicted with regret and loss, and ere long 
they shall see theI)1Selves in poignant despair. Therefore, in the beginning one 
must make his steps firm in the Covenant so that the confirmations of BAHA
'O'LLAH may encircle from all sides, the cohorts of the Supreme Concourse may 
become the supporters and the helpers, and the exhortations and advices of 
Abdul-Baha, like unto the pictures engraved on the stone, may remain perma
nent and ineffaceable in the tablets of the hearts. 

The second condition: Fellowship and love amongst the believers. The 
divine friends must be attracted to and enamored of each other and ever be 
ready and willing to sacrifice their own lives for each other. Should one soul 
from amongst the believers meet another, it must be as though a thirsty one 
with parched lips has reached to the fountain of the water of life, or a lover has 
met his true beloved. For one of the greatest divine wisdoms regarding the appear
ance of the holy Manifestations is this: The souls may come to know each other 
and become intimate with each other; the power of the love of God may make 
all of them the waves of one sea, the flowers of one rose-garden, and the stars of 
one heaven. This is the wisdom for the appearance of the holy Manifestations! 
When the most great bestowal reveals itself in the hearts of the believers, the 
world of nature will be transformed, the darkness of the contingent being will 
vanish, and heavenly illumination will be obtained. Then the whole world will 
become the Paradise of Abha, everyone of the believers of God will become a 
blessed tree, producing wonderful fruits. 

o ye friends! Fellowship, fellowship! Love, love! Unity, unity! so that 
the power of the Bahai Cause may appear and become manifest in the world 
of existence. Just at this moment I am engaged in your commemoration and 
this heart is in the utmost glow and excitement! Were ye to realize how this 
conscience is attracted by the love of the friends, unquestionably ye would 
obtain such a degree of joy and fragrance that ye would all become enamored 
with each other! 

The third condition: Teachers must continually travel to all parts of the 
continent, nay, rather, to all parts of the world, but they must travel like Abdul
Baha, who journeyed throughout the cities of ,America. He was sanctified and 
free from every attachment and in the utmost severance. Just as His Holiness 
Christ says: "Shake off the very dust from your feet." 
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Ye have observed that while in America many souls in the utmost of sup
plication and entreaty desired to offer some gifts, but this servant, in accord 
with the exhortations and behests of the Blessed Perfection, never accepted a 
thing, although on certain occasions we were in most straitened circumstances. 
But on the other hand, if a soul, for the sake of God, voluntarily and out of his 
pure desire, wishes to offer a contribution (toward the expenses of a teacher) 
in order to make the contributor happy, the teacher may accept a small sum, 
but must live with the utmost contentment. 

The aim is this: The intention of the teacher must be pure, his heart inde
pendent, his spirit attracted, his thought at peace, his resolution firm, his mag
nanimity exalted and in the love of God a shining torch. Should he become as 
such, his sanctified breath will even affect the rock; otherwise there will be no 
result whatsoever. As long as a soul is not perfected, how. can he efface the defects 
of others Y Unless he is detached from aught else save God, how can he teach 
severance to others! 

In short, 0 ye believers of God! Endeavor ye so that ye may take hold 
of every means in the promulgation of the religion of God and the diffusion of 
the fragrances of God . 

• 

Amongst other things is the holding of the meetings for teaching so that 
blessed souls and the old ones from amongst the believers may gather together 
the youths of the love of God in schools of instruction and teach them all the 
divine proofs and irrefragable arguments, explain and elucidate the history of 
the Cause, and interpret also the prophecies and proofs which are recorded and 
are extant in the divine books and epistles regarding the Manifestation of the 
promised One, so that the young ones. may grow in perfect knowledge in all 
these degrees. 

Likewise, whenever it is pOSSIble a committee must be organized for the 
translation of the Tablets. Wise souls who have mastered and studied perfectly 
the Persian, Arabic and foreign languages, or know one of the foreign languages 
-:must commence translating Tablets and books containing the proofs of this 
Revelation, and publishing those books, circulate them throughout the five conti
nents of the globe. 

Similarly, the Magazine, the STAR OF THE WEST, must be edited in the 
utmost regularity, but its contents must be the promulgator of the Cause of God 
---:so that both in the East and West, they may become informed of the most 
important events. 

In short, in all the meetings, whether public or private, nothing should be 
discussed save that which is under consideration, and all the articles be centered 
around the Cause of God. Promiscuous talks must not be dragged in and con
tention is absolutely forbidden. 

The teachers traveling in different directions must know the language of 
the country in which they will enter. For example, a person being proficient in 
the Japanese language may travel to Japan, or a person knowing the Chinese 
language may hasten to China, and so forth, 
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In short, after this universal war, the people have obtained extraordinary 
capacity to hea'rken to the divine teachings, for the wisdom of this war is this: 
That it may become proven to all that the fire of war is world-consuming, 
whereas the rays of peace are world-enlightening. One is death, the other is 
life; that is extinction, this is immortality; one is the most great calamity, the 
other is the most great bounty; that is darkness, this is light; that is eternal 
humiliation and this is everlasting glory; one is the destroyer of the foundation 
of man, the other is the founder of the prosperity of the human race. 

Consequently, a number of souls may arise and act in accordance with the 
aforesaid conditions and hasten to all parts of the world, especially from Amer
ica to Europe, Africa, Asia and Australia, and travel through Japan and China. 
Likewise, from Germany teachers and believers may travel to the continents of 
America, Africa, Japan and China; in brief, they may travel through all the 
cOl1tinents and islands of the globe. Thus in a short space of time, most won
derful results will be produced, the banner of universal peace will be waving 
on the apex of the world and the lights of the oneness of the world of humanity 
may illumine the universe. 

In brief, 0 ye believers of God! The text of the divine Book is this: 
If two souls quarrel and contend about a question of the divine questions, dif
fering and disputing, both are wrong. The wisdom of this incontrovertible law 
of God is this: That between two souls from amongst the believers of God, no 
contention and dispute might arise; that they may speak with each other with 
infinite amity and love. Should there appear the least trace of controversy, 
they must remain silent, and both parties must continue their discussions no 
longer, but ask the reality of the question from the Interpreter. This is the 
irrefutable command! 

Upon ye be Baha-EI-Abha! 

SUPPLICATION. 

o God! 0 God! Thou seest that black darkness hath encompassed all the 
regions, all the countries are burning with the conflagration of dissension and 
the fire of war and carnage is ignited in the Easts of the earth and the Wests 
thereof. The blood is being shed, the corpses are stretched and the heads are 
decapitated and thrown on the ground in the battlefield. 

Lord! Lord! Have pity on these ignorant ones, look upon them with the 
eye of forgiveness and pardon. Extinguish this fire so that these gloomy 
clouds covering the horizon may be scattered; the Sun of Reality may shine 
forth with the rays of conciliation; this darkness be rent asunder and all the 
countries be illumined with the lights of peace. 

Lord! Awaken them from the depths of the sea of animosity, deliver them 
from these impenetrable darknesses, establish affinity between their hearts and 
enlighten their eyes with the light of peace and reconciliation. 

Lord! Rescue them from the fathomless depths of war and bloodshed! 
Arouse them out of the gloom of error, rend asunder the veil from their eyes, 
brighten their hearts with the light of guidance, deal with them through Thy 
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favor and mercy and do not treat them accordingly to Thy justice and wrath 
through which the backs of the mighty ones are shaken! 

Lord! Verily the wars have prolonged, the calamities have increased, and 
every building hath turned into ruin. 

Lord! Verily the breasts are agitated and the souls are convulsed. Have 
mercy on these poor ones and do not leave them to do with themselves that 
which they desire! 

Lord! Send forth throughout Thy countries humble and submissive souls, 
their faces illumined with the rays of guidance, severed from the world, speak
ing Thy remembrance and praise and diffusing Thy holy fragrances amongst 
mankind! 

Lord! Strengthen their backs, reinforce their loins and dilate their breasts 
with the signs of Thy most great love. 

Lord! Verily they are weak and Thou art the Powerful and the Mighty, 
and they are impotent and Thou art the Helper and the Merciful! 

Lord! Verily the sea of transgression is waving high and these hurricanes 
will not be calmed down save through Thy boundless grace which hath embraced 
all the regions! 

Lord! Verily the souls are in the deep valleys of lust and nothing will 
awaken them save Thy most wonderful bounties. 

Lord! Dispel these darknesses of temptations and illumine the hearts with 
the lamp of Thy love, through which all the countries will be enlightened. Con
firm those believers who, leaving their countries, their families and their chil
dren, travel throughout the regions, for the sake of the love of Thy beauty, the 
diffusion of Thy fragrances and the promulgation of Thy teachings. Be Thou 
their companion in their loneliness, their helper in a strange land, the remover 
of their sorrow, the comforter in their calamity, their deliverer in their hardship, 
the satisfier of their thirst, the healer of their malady and the allayer of the 
fire of their longing. 

Verily, Thou art the Clement, the Possessor of Mercy, and Verily, Thou art 
the Compassionate and the Merciful! 

(Signed) ABDUL-BAHA ABBAS. 

(Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, April 8th, 1919, Washington, D. C.) 

The Most Great Characteristic: The Center of the Covenant 
(Continued from page 3l) 

wanted to know who had done it. The 
enemies of the Christians told him that 
Paul, Peter and the Christians, to whom 
he had given freedom, were the cause 
of the burning of the city of Rome, the 
most beautiful capital of the world at 
that time. He immediately became 
their oppressor and put to death those 
two great martyrs, Paul and Peter. 
Thus not only did the Jews, but the 
Romans as well take part in the per-

secution. Briefly, for three hundred 
years the Christians were oppressed. 

Then Constantine, the brave Emperor 
of Rome, became a Christian. He 
spread Christianity throughout the 
world and it began to progress from 
that time. He moved from Rome and 
made his capital in Constantinople, that 
city being named in his honor. It was 
the glory of Christianity when Constan
tine was the Emperor. What else did 
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Constantine do? Christianity was at the 
zenith of its prosperity, when he did 
something that marked the beginning of 
its fall. When he moved from Rome 
to Constantinople he wanted to have a 
democracy among the leaders of all the 
churches. Every church had a bishop, 
but they were all under the bishop of 
Rome, who was called or known as the 
Pope. Constantine said: "No, we must 
have a democracy. The power should 
not be in the hands of the Pope." Thus 
the first split took place in Christianity, 
half becoming Orthodox and the other 
half Catholics. Those who wanted all 
the power to be in the hands of the 
Pope were called Catholics and those 
who believed that the power should be 
divided and every bishop should have 
equal freedom were called Orthodox. 

During the third and fourth centuries 
another division took place in Chris
tianity, the subject of contention this 
time being that of the doctrine of the 
Trinity. There were those who believed 
in the union of God, the Son and the 
Holy Ghost the three in one and 
those who believed it could not be done; 
those who believed that Jesus Christ had 
two natures, the divine and the human, 
and those who said: "No, God is above 
mentioning. No one can comprehend 
Him. Jesus Christ is the Manifestation 
of God and that is all." Thus was an
other division created, this time on ac
count of the doctrine of the Trinity, and 
every time a division took place, wars 
resulted and blood was shed. 

In the year 325 A. D., Constantine 
called the first general council at Nice, 
in Bytynia, in order to settle the differ
ences, but that could not be done. Arius, 
the eloquent priest, who interpreted the 
Trinity and who became the cause of the 
controversy, was excommunicated by the 
Orthodox church. 

In the fifth century, another sect, the 
Nestorians, was created by Nestorius, a 
brilliant priest. At that time the Chris
tians believed that Jesus Christ had two 
natures, divine and human, and, there-

fore, it mattered not whether Mary was 
called "the mother of the Lord" or "the 
mother of Jesus." But Nestorius and 
his followers taught that Mary must be 
called only "the mother of J esm: " and 
not" the mother of the Lord." Briefly, 
these arguments ended in bloody battles. 
Then general councils were held. N es
torius was excommunicated, but the sect 
remains in Persia to this day. 

Another sect came into existence and 
that was the Jacobites, founded by Ja
cobus Baradaeus, a priest. They pro
mulgated the belief that Jesus Christ 
had one divine nature only and they· 
tried to promote unity. 

In the sixth century Christianity was 
spread in the west of Europe as far as 
Britain and Saxony, and in the east to 
the shores of the Black Sea and the Dan
ube. 

In the seventh century the Moham
medan religion appeared and the Mo
hammedans had terrific clashes with the 
Christians. 

In the eighth century another divi
sion took place and this was the last 
division. And what caused that? Pic
tures! Those who believed in having 
pictures in the church, and those who 
said: "This means that we are like the 
heathen. If we put a picture before 
us, what is the difference between us and 
those who worship idols?" 

This controversy created another sect. 
There was another war and another gen
eral council or convention, but with no 
result. If you travel in the Orient you 
will find the Nestorians and the Jacobites 
as well as many other sects. These 
various sects have been separating 
themselves from the rest of the world 
and living in ignorance on account of one 
person who interpreted something for 
his own desire and his own selfishness. 

In the ninth and tenth centuries 
there were continuous wars among the 
various sects two centuries of blood
shed but they conquered in Hungary, 
Russia, and other places. 
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The eleventh century began with the 
greatest and longest war the world had 
ever witnessed. It started with the or
ganization of 800,000 soldiers in Eu
rope, who proceeded to the Holy Land 
to take it from the Mohammedans. That 
was the war of the Crusaders. 

The eleventh century, the twelfth, the 
thirteenth and the fourteenth saw noth
ing but wars and struggle between the 
European Christians and the l\Ioham
medans, resulting in nothing but failure 
and manifest loss. 

In the fifteenth century the Pope pro
claimed himself as an absolute power. 

In the sixteenth century Luther arose 
against the Pope and the result was the 
establishment of the Protestant sect. 

If we follow carefully this brief out
line of the history of the Jews and the 
Christian church, we come to the con
clusion that had the Divine Will ap
pointed a Center, through Moses or 
through Jesus Christ, these divisions 
would not have occurred. 

It is not necessary to mention the 
divisions in the Mohammedan religion 
because they were similar to the other 
religions. 

Therefore, the most great character
istic of the religion of BAHA '0 'LLAH is, 
The Center of the Covenant that which 
the previous divine Manifestations did 
not bring. This will fortify the Cause 
from now until at least one thousand 
years, and perhaps until thousands of 
years have passed away. Through the 
power of the Covenant no one can create 
a sect or division in the Bahai Cause. 

In 1891, BAHA'o'LLAH referred to his 
departure thus: "In my appearance 
there was a wisdom, and in my disap
pearance there is another wisdom." AU 
who heard him felt that the day of his 
departure was near. It came in 1892. 
The believers who were gathered in Acca 
and who numbered not more than 600 
people, in one week became divided into 
twenty-three sects. In other words, in 
one week they had twenty-three opin-

ions as to what would be done in the 
fpture, now that BAHA'o'LLAH had de
parted. Each one had an opinion and 
each thought his opinion was the best. 
On the ninth day a little satchel that 
had belonged to BAHA'o'LLAH and which 
had been sealed with His blessed seal, 
was brought by His Holiness Abdul
Baha and placed before the twenty
three divisions or sects if you wish to 
so call them. It was opened and, be
hold, it contained the Book of the Cov
enant, in which it was written: "All 
must obey and turn to the one whom 
God has chosen." In the Tablets and 
in the Book of Akdas, BAH1\. '0 'LLAH 
says: "The purpose is the Greatest 
Branch. He is the explainer of the 
Books. He is my interpreter. He is the 
Branch of Holiness. He is the greatest 
favor and blessing for mankind and the 
protection of all. He is the Mystery of 
God. He is the one around whom all 
the names and attributes of God re
volve." Even He (BAHA'o'LLAH) asks 
all the divine blessings for all those who 
turn to him, and woe for all those who 
turn away from him. 

That Book was read. All the faces 
brightened. All bowed down in the 
spirit of acceptance. 

But certain prophecy had to be ful
filled, namely, "From the East and the 
vVest they will come and enter into the 
Kingdom of God, but the children of 
the Kingdom will be cast out." A few, 
however, with veiled spiritual vision, 
such as Mirza Mohammed Ali, rejected 
it and turned away, as the owls and the 
night birds who flee from the light of the 
sun. The fire of jealousy and envy 
took such hold on them that they pre-

• ferred to be known as nakazeen mean-
ing violators of the Covenant. Those 
who turned away simply destroyed 
their own lives, here, there and every
where, as did Judas Iscariot. Those 
who took hold of "The Branch" grew 
and produced fruit, becoming as shin
ing stars in the horizons. 

The beloved Abdul-Baha, in order to 

• 
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have us all united, accepted the station 
of servitude, calling himself, "The Sel'
vant of Baha," that we might all learn 
a lesson from that humbleness not be
cause his station is lower than the rest. 
The qualities of the sun are manifest; 
the eyes behold them and it is not neces
sary to try to convince us that they are 
there. 

We should carefully study the religion 
of BAHA '0 'LLAH and obey it. See 
with what names, what attributes 
BAHA'o'r.r.AH has clothed His Greatest 
Branch. Study the Tablet of the 
Branch and see how the Blessed Tree 
described its Branch. The title of 
"Abdul-Baha" should be our mirror 
into which we should look every day to 
learn the lesson of humbleness and servi
tude. The title which he chose for him
self, namely, "The Servant," should be 
a lesson to us to try to overcome our 
arrogance and selfishness, because the 
ego is the only enemy of the Bahai. The 
Bahai has no enemy except his own 
ego, and that ego often makes him lower 
than the animals. Jesus Christ taught 
the same lesson to the world when he 
said: "vVhy call est thou me good? 
None is good save One, that is, God." 
That was a lesson to his disciples to 
teach them humbleness and reverence. 

In Persia the Cause is firm and on a 
solid foundation. If anyone comes to 
them with an idea that would seemingly 
destroy rather than build the Cause, 
they ask him in a gentle manner: " Is 
this your own opinion or that of Abdul
Baha ?" If he answers: "This is my 
opinion, " they say: .,' Barak-Allah 
(God bless you). This may be a good 
opinion, but keep it for yourself. How 
do we know? Today you praise this one 
and tomorrow you hate him. Today 
you hate this one and tomorrow you 
praise him. How do we know which one 
you are going to take?" In this man
ner they close the door of differences. 
This does not mean, however, that if 
the believers want to build up the work, 
lending their influence and their opin-

ions which are harmonious to the Cause 
of God, being willing to even sacrifice 
their lives if necessary, that we should 
suspect them. God forbid! There 
should be no such misunderstanding. 
But if there be anything contrary to the 
teachings of BAHA'o'LLAH and Abdul
Baha, then ask such an one to produce 
a written statement proving his au
thority. 

Differences are of two kinds, con
structive and destructive. If one should 
come and say, "I want to help you 
build this house," you reply, "w el
come." But should he say, "I do not 
agree with you. Build it this way. I 
want to destroy this building. Build 
it somewhere else" that difference, my 
friends, would be destructive. If, there
fore, there are differences of opinion 
among the believers which are conducive 
to the promulgation of the Cause, there 
is no harm in such differences; but ideas 
or statements that are contrary to the 
teachings must be authenticated, must 
be shown, must be proven. 

Therefore, the Bahais who would 
keep the Cause clean and strong, should, 
like unto a wise and careful gardener 
who guards the young trees, plant seeds 
that will grow and which the winds of 
doubt will not blow away, the heat of 
envy and jealousy will not burn, the 
thief will not steal and the fire of de
sire will not consume; and should pro
tect them from the contrary winds of 
conflicting and confusing opinions that 
are conducive to separation rather than 
to unity. 

Our beloved Abdul-Baha says that, in 
the future, even the rulers, the kings 
of the world, will tremble if they try to 
deviate one hair's breadth from this 
great Covenant. There is no doubt 
about it, because the religion of 
BAHA '0 'LLAH is protected and fortified. 
That oneness, which is the foundation of 
the religion of BAHA '0 'LLAH, cannot be 
shaken when the banner of the mighty 
Covenant is waving over the heads. 

Allaho' Abha ! 
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"The Doors of the Kingdom are Open" 
Address by WILLIAM n. RANDALL, of Boston, delivered at the Ninth Session of 

the Bahai Congress, held in Hotel McAlpin, New York City, Wednes-
day evening, April 30th, 1919. Stenographically reported. 

ABDUL-BAHA once said, "Never 
talk about God to a man with 800 

empty stomach. Feed him first." Sure
ly in the past three days he has fed us, 
Rnd in this hour that draws this wonder
ful and marvelous Convention and Con
gress to a close, it certainly seems befit
ting that we should turn our hearts to 
the Kingdom of the Covenant, and with 
the deepest reverence for this great op
portunity and great service that is be
fore 1lll in giving his methods to the 
whole world of humanity. 

For nineteen centuries the Kingdom 
of Heaven has been largely considered 
by man merely a parable, but this seed 
of the Kingdom, unobserved by man
kind, has been growing and growing 
through the centuries until in this day 
it has become a tree of fruitage, and 
through these wonderful Tablets of A b· 
dul-Baha the fruit of this Kingdom is 
offered to you now in the heavenly ban
quet that he has served during these four 
days, and its life, ita sustenance, its 
!ltrength are eternal. This is the hour 
of faith, the day of miracles, the cen
tury of light, and in thi!l wonderful 
epoch two worlds have met and embraced 
in the heart of Abdul-Baba, the world 
of God and the world of humanity; and 
how glorious, how wonderful that he 
!lhould come to us in the station of serv
itude and call to the whole world, 
"Come, ye people, unto the Kingdom 
of Ood, for today the doors are open, 
nnd the station of sen'itude is the high_ 
way thereto." 

Someone asked Abdul-Baha once why 
the rivers and the streams all flowed 
into the ocean, and he replied, "Attrac
tion, because the ocean places itself 
lower than all else ip the world." This 
is the supreme quality of the station of 
servitude, and r think if we lift our eyes 
to the portals we shall find writt.c.n above 
in letters of light, "radiant acquies
cence." Who can fail to make every ef
fort to reach this doorway, which is the 
pathway unto the Kingdom of Glory1 

Kingdom naturally implies organiza
tion. How is it that there can be organ
ization in a kingdom that we call the 
kingdom of the Spirit' In the world of 
affairs, organization in itself is power, 
yet inharmony flows from it; but in the 
world of the Kingdom, where love is the 
law of organization, unity radiates from 
its power. In the world of hearts, the 
heart is an organ, but when the breath 
wings its flight with love, the organic 
heart turns its way back to the mineral 
kingdom. The heart that seeks only the 
centcr of sell has nevcr left the kingdom 
of nature, but the heart that is enkindled 
with the love of humanity is already on 
its way to the worlds of God. 

This Kingdom that draws us, and ir
resistibly drs W8 us on through the ages, 
what is its powed With man, power is 
effort; but with God power is attraction. 
It holds atoms and worlds in one em
brace and impels them through the great 
uni\'erse of search, search for the center 
of that attraction. It draws forth from 
the common soil and clothes with the 
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substance of ligbt the fonn of dowers 
and fruit. As love, it persuades man 
through the various courts of attraction 
until his soul reaches the eourt of the 
placeless, indrawn by the Center of the 
Covenant, and therein does man find the 
heaven and the paradise of the preor
dained command of God that is the po
tential unfolding of bis greatcst eapac
ity, his greatest happiness, his greatest 
service, that makes him one of the drops 
in the ocean of the unity of God's love. 

My dearest, dearest friends: We 
have had revealed to us in these sublime 
'fablcts, a whole new world order of life. 
We have had presented to us with its 
great opportunity the chance to rise and 
to serve God in His world. I believe in 
this day that disciples choose them
selves, that all may be disciples, that we 
arc all called to the station of disciple
ship in this new and glorious kingdom ; 
that Ood BimseU has incarnated in thc 
world, and founded the great Spiritual 
lIfagna Charta and its laws, its joys and 
its happiness, and bas placcd them in 
the hands of thc friends of America. TIe 
bas given to America the station of the 
illumination of the world, and now, we 
must build deep that it may be high, we 
must build outside of time that it may 
withstand time. Peter and Paul built 
beyond the empire of Rome, they built 
beyond the time of the life of all em
pcrors OOeause they built deep and they 
built high. It is Ollr greatest privilege, 
it is our grcatest joy, it is the supreme 
happiness now of our lives to dedicate 
them t.o this service to the Kingdom. 

Do not think I am too solemn-I never 
was happier in my life; but thc magni
tude of this vision is so great that I 
seem almost lost even in the contempla
tion of it. We must arise, we must be
come organized through that organizing 
power of love which is the magnet of the 
spirit and we must go forth with heart 
smd mind illumined with the living 
light, with the substance of these great 
and univel'Aal Tablcts. A few years 
longer, and eternity beyond; God calls 

at this very hour. Can we fail' Have 
we any choice hut to obey' 

To love is a wondrous thing; to be 
loved is a miracle. Sometimes we falter 
when we love, but it seems to me when 
we know we are loved our steps are 
firm; and Abdul·Balla loves us, every 
soul, his eye is upon every soul gathered 
in this Convention tonight and he loves 
us with the encircling hurning power of 
love. Can we fail to respond to that 
love' Call we when he has spent every 
hour from childhood to the present mo
ment, forty ycars of it in prison, in 
hardships, going through the pathway of 
every possible self-denial, surrendering 
the human spirit with which he contacts 
with the world, can we feel that at this 
hour we can do greater than to turn 
our eyes to the call of this Kingdom and 
to arise and to serve and follow in the 
pathway of his blessed feeU 

Oh, my dear friends, I know you feel 
the urge; I know that you realize the 
magnitude of the task, and Abdul-Balla 
has said to us that he who will arise to 
be the herald of the glad tidings of this 
day will be sustained by the Holy Spirit, 
will be received with an acclamation of 
joy into the Kingdom of God. We will 
arise to this commanding spirit, and go 
forth as the heralds of light ; we will 
spread this wondrous message of glad
tidings throughout the whole world, un
til every heart is touched, until every 
ear has heard, and every mind enkindled 
with the Supreme Spirit which eom
poses the world in the harmony of Ii,,· 
• mg. 

There is one splendor of the spirit that 
unites mankind in the service of brother
hood. There is another glory that is ce
lestial that transforms the heart from 
the image of the earthly into the imagl" 
of the heavenly. This is the pathway, 
the severed highway to the portals of 
light and His Word is ilie sign: "The 
love of the \V ord of God is the magnet 
of heavenly beauty and glory." 

Allaho'Abha! 
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The Servant of God 
Address by ALBERT V AlL, of Chicago, delivered at the Ninth Session of the 

Bahai Congress, held in Hotel McAlpin, New York City, Wednesday 
evening, April 30th, 1919', Stenographically reported. 

T HE doors of the Kingdom aTe open; 
the Sun of Truth is shining upon 

the world; the daysprings of mercy have 
appeared." What docs this mean T 
Evidently it means that this little 
world in which we live, in the sight 
of God is like a tiny ball floating in a 
universe of infinitely wonderful light. 
In the sight of God, this handful of 
dust, the world, is but one home and 
all the prayer of the eternal world is 
that this world may be in unity. Now 
when the darkness and the storm spread 
over the earth, it seems very dark to us 
who are underneath the clouds. But if 
we can rise a little in the altitude of 
the spirit and see the Sun of Truth 
eternally shining from the heaven of 
God's presence, no cloud which ever 
came over the world would be more than 
a temporary passing mist. 

'l'he God who made this little world 
also madc all the heavenly and divine 
worlds. He evidently has a clear pur
pose for this world on which we dwell, 
and that purpose is that, after the thou
sands of years of war, it should enter 
into a millennium of peace. The world 
could have no other meaning than that 
this strife and confusion would at last 
prepare the hearts of men for the sweet
ness of the kingdom of universal peace. 

Now, vdIen the King begins to send 
His light into the world the people catch 
only a few rays of the dawning Sun of 
Reality as it rises over the horizon of 
man's limitation and breaks through the 
clouds of his suspicion, his ignorance 
and his prejudice. The first few rays 
in this new day, are the desire for a 
League of Nations, the longing for de
mocraey"; the prayer for woman's suf
frage, for equality between men and 
women, the longing for universal edu
cation, for science, for civilization, for 

new arts, that great yearning that 
touches the hearts of all men all over 
the world and, stirring in their hearts, 
tells them that the Dew day is here, the 
divine world is breaking into the human 
world. 

'Vhat we want to know is the next 
step toward the realization of this uni
versal prayer. Is there a soul on this 
globe today who is not praying in his 
heart for the dawn of the 1'tlost Great 
Peace amongst the nations' How 
ean it be brought about' That is the 
one problem around which all other 
problems revolve. Politically, the 
League of Nations is the first great step. 
We need a society of nations, a democ
racy of the world. \Ve also need 
woman's suffrage so that women, tender, 
loving and intuitive, may more com
pletely direct the operations of the naJ 
tion. But the fundamental problem 
goes deeper than any political, demo
cratic, economic or educational organ
ization. Abdul-Baha in his classic story 
has put the world situation like this: 
ITe says that the government.<! of the 
world are much in the state of three 
men who went out sailing in a boat. 
One was a Christian, one was a Moham
medan and one was Ii Jew. The Mo
hammedan bowed down as a storm ap
proached over the water and he said, 
"0 Allah, drown in the depths of the 
water this infidel of a Christian." The 
Christian said, "0 God, sink in the 
depths of the sea this infidel of a Mo
hammedan." The Jew remained silent. 
They said, "Are you not praying in this 
moment of calamity'" He replied, "Oh 
yes, I was praying that both of your 
prayers might be answered." (Laugh
ter.) 

That is the world situation which we 
need to transform today. That is the 
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world's heart which needs to be made 
into a new heart. Now, how is this to 
be done' The only way is to teach 
these people who look at each other so 
bitterly to see something ill each other 
which is supremely beautiful and glori
ous. If that Christian there in the boat 
CQuid have looked into the 1\'lohamme
dan's heart and seen that he was worship
ping the RaIllC God as he, only under 3n

other name, the Mohammedan alld the 
Christian could have become brothers; 
and if the Jew could have looked into 
both of their hearts and said, "0 blessed 
Christ, yOll made the Torah celebrated 
all over the wodd; you made Moscs cele
brated, you made all Hebrews celebrat
cd; you arc the prophet of Israel, 'J then 
there could be peace. If the Moham
medan could see the good in the Chris
tian, if the Christian could see the good 
in the Mohammedan, if the Jew could 
see that every great prophet in the world 
is one of God's messellgcrs; if all could 
look into each other 's hearts and see 
there the love of the Eternal Father, 
then there would begin on earth the Most 
Great Pellce. 

When you meet a stranger, says 
Abdul-Baha, say, "Yonder is coming to 
me a letter sent me by God." The out
side of the envelope may be dirty, and 
torn and broken, but if we could open 
the envelope of the life that comes be
fore us and look within the envelope 
and learn to read the writing, we would 
find in every human soul which crosses 
our threshold or which is yonder over 
the man-madc national border, a mes
sage from God, and if we could uuder
stand the message it would bc God's ben
ediction to us. Tllere is only one hope 
for humanity today and that is to see 
all human beings as rays of the one di
vine sun which is Cod, as pearls of the 
one ocean which is God, flowers of the 
one garden whose Gardener is God. 
and to sec all as potentially the light 
of the one sun which shall be diffu8('d, 
waves of the one sea which shall over
flow the world. This is the foundation 
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of peace upon the earth, to realize, as 
Paul said from .Mars Hill, that "God 
made of one blood all nations of men 
for to dwell on all the face of the earth, 
if haply they might feel after Him and 
find Him, though He be not far from 
anyone of us." Abdul-Balla says that 
God, the divine Gardener, looking over 
the garden of humanity, sees that it 
would be a monotonous garden if He 
made us all white, like white roses, and 
so, in His love of beauty and variety 
IIe made some of the roses yellow like 
the Mongolians and some brown like the 
Hindus and others red like the red men 
and others black like the colored people. 
God in His universal vision loves all the 
varieties, and for this reason He put 
these different colored roses, I1is chil
dren, in the garden of humanity. 1£ 
we could see that they all come from 
one garden and they all diffuse one 
fragrance and they arc all under the 
sun of one God, then would these fruit
less strifes, these ruinous wars pass 
away and upon this little planet the 
Most Great Peace of God would come. 

llow can we gain a belief in God vivid 
enough really to make this come abont' 
There is only one way and that is to find 
someone who manifests aJl that our di
vinest spirit wants to see of God. Now 
when we look within ourselves we find 
our divine nature is like a tiny flicker
ing candle. When we look at the faces 
of most of our neighbors we know that 
their faces arc sometimes dark and 
sometimes bright, like the passing of 
clouds and of sunshine, and we are never 
quite sure of our neighbor, whether he 
will be on his good behavior today, or 
tomorrow. We aU vacillate and the di
vine side comes and goes. How can we 
be sure that the divine is the real thing 
in the world, in ourselves and in our 
neighborT The only way is to know 
some being in whom the light of God's 
life is always shining, in whom the glory 
of God's presence is always resplendent, 
on the altar of whose sacrificed human 
self the eternal fire of God is always 
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blll'lling. There are human beings who 
are more than beillgS. There are human 
beings who are simply temples of flesh 
in which is manifest the eternal glory 
of God. 

Jesus said, "Have I been so long u 
time with you, yet hast thou not known 
me, Philip? He t1Hlt hath seen me hath 
seen the Father; and how sayesth thOll, 
then, show me the Fathed" 

Abdul-Baha says that God in His 
boundless mercy wishing the Kingdom 
on earth to be established scuds these 
Messengers, these Manifestations of Ute 
Kingdom that in a temple of human 
flesh the glory of God may be made 
manifest and in tile human heart th( 
love of the Eternal Father may shine 
with all its sweetness and its beauty. Dy 
sending the many Manifestations of His 
light does God make manifest within our 
scope and our horizon His eternal love, 
His being, His reality and His glory. 
When Jcsus shone forth from the hori
zon of Palestine reflecting, like a mir
ror, the Sun of Reality, he united many 
nations for R. time. And then the mir
ror was ohscured by traditions and 
clouds and darkness and men no longer 
saw the Father in His pure glory shin
ing in the heart of this Messenger and 
)fanifestation. God had to send an
other Manifestation to make nis tnlth 
apparent, for we forget, in this world, 
Oh, so easily, we forget about God. We 
forget what God is like. He had to send 
a long succession of Messengers to India. 
He had to send Zoroaster to Persia, and 
then }\fohammed to the Arabian vil
lages. And in this twentieth century, 
when the world is ready at last for the 
descent of the full splendor of the King
dom, it is necessary, if we arc to have 
a vision of God in the world, that there 
should appear again One in whom God's 
spirit can be seen so clearly that all 
the veils arc stripped away, that all the 
doubts arc burned away, and then we 
shall see face to face. 

This has been the promise of the cen-
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turies: "Behold there will come a grcat 
:Messengcr, a Manifestation of the Eter· 
nal, the promised One at the end of the 
age." 'l'he Bible translators called this 
"the end of the world." A nd it is the 
end of tile old world of prejudice, of 
war, of confusion. Then the Sun of the 
eternal Word will appear. The light 
of God will become manifest Again and, 
shining from the hori:wn of fl human 
heart there will dawn this bright light 
of God's love and His truth so that all 
can flee and no one can doubt, 80 that 
all over the world men can behold His 
glory and enter into the consciousness 
of God. 

BAHA'O'J,l,,\H brought this great rev
elation to the world, but it came in him 
with such sublime light that people were 
almost dazzled by its splendor. His 
splendor i" SO bright we can hardly look 
upon it. And so the next great Herald 
of the Kingdom takes the form of a 
servunt, the humblest form a human be
ing can 8&'!!ume. He lays aside hi.s title i 
he calls himself simply, The Servant of 
the Glory of God. 

TIc comes down right into the midst 
of men, living their life. He plants Ius 
garden; he cooks the meals for the si.ck 
people i he makes tllCm broth in the 
prison; he goes up and down the country 
like a mi.nistering angel of Ood's mercy; 
he is the tenderest, the simplest, the 
lowliest of beings in the world. When 
he is put ill prison for teaching ull.iver
sal peace aud universal brotherhood he 
COlllts this imprisonment the joy of his 
life. Abdul-Baha tells us how when he 
was one day in the streets of Acca and 
the chains were around his waist and 
his neck, the ja.ilor, his tender-hearted 
jailor, said, "Why don't you put a robe 
over those chains so the boys won't 
throw stones at you'" Abdul-Raha, 
turning to him, replied: "These chains 
are my badges of honor, my badges of 
glory, I could not conceal them." 

Now it is this quality of service, in 
annihilat.ion of self, that makes God's 

(Continutd on pa.gc SS) 
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TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA 

o thou STA~ OF THI: WIST! 
Be thou happy I Be thou happy I Should.! thou continue to remain firm and eternal, ere 

long thou shalt become the Star of the East and shalt spread in every country and clime. 
Thou art the first paper of the Bahai. which is organized in the country of America. Al
though for the present thy subscribers are limited, thy form is small and thy voice weak. yet 
shoulds! thou stand unshakable, become the object of the attention of the friends and the 
cmter of the generosity of the leaders of the faith who are firm in the Covenant, in the fu
ture thy subscribers will become hosts after ho sts like unto the waves of the sea; thy volume 
will increase, thy arena will become vast and .pacious and thy voice and fame will be raised 
and ~me wodd-wide-and at last thou shalt become the first paper of the world of human
Ity. Yet all tbeM! ~epend upon finnneu 1!rmneu, !lrmneul 

(Signed) ABDUL-bAHA AlIBA5. 

TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA 
o ye apostles of BAHA'O'LLAH-May my life be a ransom to you I 

.... Similarly, the Magarine, the ST"'-. 0' THE W15T, must be edited in the utmost 
regularity, but its contents must be the promulgator of the Cause of God-so that both In the 
East and the West they may become informed of the most important events. 

(SignLd) AWUL-BARA AuAS. 

Editorial Staff: ALBEIT R. WINDUST-GUTltUDE BUIKENA- DII.. Z'A M. BAGDAD! , 
11 3 

Diary Letters of Shoghi Rabbani 
Written to Mirza Ahmad So1trab in America 

(Continued from Vol. 10, page 220) 

Denr Ahmad; 

Haifa, Palestine. 
February 12, 1919. 

This morning, some of the recently 
arrived supplicatioDs were answered in 
the form of short yet effective Tablets. 
The second supplication from India is 
signed by a certain influential person, 
a khajeh, who has been recently at
tracted to thc Movement and is craving 
to attain the court of Abdul-Baha's 
presence. As emanating from a soul that 
has been entangled in superstition 
and prejudice and immersed in a sea 
of imagination, his words embodied in 
his supplication are indeed significant: 
"Thy generosity is the elixir and thy 
bounty the solace for the weak heart 
of this humble scrvant, and the near 
prospect of attaining to the holy pres
ence sustains his breath. 0 most be
loved Lord, look not at the failings, 
short comings and weakness of this hum
ble bcscccher and entreatcr, but towards 
the boundless ocean of thy love, merey, 
bounty and grace. Grant the fervent 

pt'ayel' of this humble one to approach 
thy holy self, keep him not far away 
and separate from thee and confer up
on him the high privilege of viewing 
thy beautiful, illumined face." The 
prayer of this soul has been answered 
for soon he shall present himself at the 
IToly Land, shall view the beautiful face 
of his beloved Lord and shall1luaff from 
the inexhaustible fountain of his love. 
The Tablet revealed to this friend this 
morning is a model of the sweetest and 
most gentle expressions that a beloved 
can reveal to his loving ones. 

News reaches us to the effoot that the 
friends of God in the different parts of 
Persia, devastated by famine, pestilence 
and internecine war, have becn mirac
ulously proteeted and saved. With this 
gratitude is coupled the sense of extreme 
rejoicing and heartfelt gratitude for the 
news of peace, for the restoration of 
communications and for the possibility 
of a long awaited pilgrimage to the 
land of desire. Letters have been re
ceived ao far from Teheran, Shiraz, and 
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tonight from Najafabcad, in the pro
vince of Isphaban, Persia, the same 
note is sounded as it was written just 
at the time when the armistice bells 
were ringing. It expressed the antici
pation of the friends: of God to see 
universal peace, as forecast so many 
years ago by BAHA 'O'LLAR, firmly and 
securely established. However, one 
thing brought gloom and depression into 
this lively and clear atmosphere. One 
incident. revealing the still prevailing 
grudge and antipathy of the ulemas and 
mullahs for the friends of God, was the 
cause of grief. A certain friend, buricd 
with respect and ceremony by his be
loved and rciatives, was disinterred, his 
coffin was smashed to pieces, his corpse 
was taken Qut and buried directly with 
no wooden case whatever, this being 
counter to the creed and law of their 
faith. From what may be judged and 
inferred, such sad incidents are still pre
vailing and causing more or less trouble 
and complication. One thing is sure, 
however, that as the Sun of Truth gains 
in splendor and brilliancy, the bats and 
owls proportionately double their vain 
and fruitless activities until they are as
sured of their helplessness and incom
petence. 

February 13, 1919. 

My dear Ahmad: 
The call of Abdul-Baba bidding the 

friends of God to arisc in one accord, 
to fling away the garb of concealment 
and to dcliver the divine .message has 
resounded throughout all regions and 
has propagated its waves to countries 
hitherto the bulwark of conservatism. 
The city of Damascus, upon which a 
new era has dawned has shaken off her 
somnolence and, thanks to the activity 
of a few enthusiastic friends, uas 
awakened to the spirit of the new age. 
The prominent figure among its friends 
has attained the court of Abdul-fiaha's 
presence and has brought with him 
many a good news. When the pennission 

to visit the holy sites was granted to our 
eager visitor, Haji Mohammed Yazdi 
the means of facility were miraculously 
provided. Within an exceptionally short 
period of time be secured his pass, was 
assigned a comfortable and uncrowded 
compartment in the train, enjoyed 
splendid weather and sunshine all 
throughout his travel, the latter lasting 
only ten hours-an exceptionally swift 
and comfortable journey. 

This morning he was ushered into Ab
dul-Baba's presence and the first thing 
be did was to offer a supplication from 
an erudite Arab, a native of Medina, an 
influential and responsible personage in 
Damascus, an authority in the Moslem 
creed, who had been attracted and moved 
to write to Abdul-Baha. as a result of 
the interview and discussions with 
Sheikh Aliasqae, that seemingly cold, 
indifferent and powerless soul. 'l'he be
lievers are stirred with this appeal to 
spread the message and to be engaged 
in the diffusion of divine fragrances. The 
able and well-versed sons of Sheikh 
Morad who has had the matchless honor 
to visit the Blessed Beauty (BAHA'O'
LLAH) , arc all well and busily engaged 
in the furtherance of the Cause of God. 
Sheikh Bcdrcddinc and Abdul-Raijb in 
Horns, and Sheikh Said, the eldest, in the 
function of deputy-assistant of the gov
ernor of the village of Zabadanch, not 
far from Damascus, are each in their 
respective spheres trying to promote the 
ideals of the Kingdom. 

In short, the news of our dear visitor, 
Agha Haji Mohammed Yazdi, was re
freshing, numerous and significant. With 
a smile and a nod of appreciation Abdul
Babe greeted every bit of news and was 
glad to know that a reaction from the 
passiveneM and inactivity of the past 
had set in. "Deliver the divine mes
sage with prudence and wisdom ", was 
his recommendation to the teachers who 
are serving in these regions. Having 
said this he arose, again welcomed our 
guest and regained his room to correct 
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the 'fablets that had been revealed, leav
ing US with nur friend whose source of 
news and glad tidings seemed inex
haustible, 

A bduI·Daha remained in doors until 
3 P. M., when Major Kott came and 
motored him to the house of the Com
mander-ill-chief, Sir Edmund Allen
by. This was the second time Abdul
Baba had called on the General and 
this time the eOll\'crsation centered 
around the Cause and its progress. In
terest seems to have been stimulated and 
eagerne&<! to learn more of the Truth 
intensified. This lime, as well as last, 
was particularly noted for the warmth, 
the reser"e and the respect which char
nctcrized tlle conversation of General 
Allenby with the Master. ITc is a very 
gentle, modest and striking figure, warm 
in affection, yet imposing in his manners. 

Tonight n telegram received from 
Ahmed LaIonat ill Jerusalem, fixing 
11ujor Tudor-Pole 's arrival at Jerusalem 
on the 14th inst. and his departlll'e the 
17th. We will be delighted to meet 
again this young and active friend who 
is doipg what he can to bring about tbe 
comfort and the satisfaction of the Be
loved. 

February 14, 1919. 
Dear Ahmad: 

Abdul-Baba spent the whole forenoon 
in correcting and signing the sixty Tab
lets that had been made ready during 
the past days and as I am dropping you 
these lilles he is having his fortniglltly 
hot bath which ameliorates so much his 
health and strengthens his physical con
stitution. 

Tonight we had another conerete evi
dence of the merit and value of Major 
Tudor-Pole's article in tho Palestine 
News. Indeed, inquirers and seekers 
mnltiply with astoniWing rapid ity, a 
keen interest is aroused and a wide de
mand is being pressed more and more. 
The contributor of the article, Miss His
cox in Cairo and Miss Rosenberg in Lou
don, are in correspondence with many 

souls, most of them in active service, 
who desire to learn more about the 
Cause than this introductory articl e 
of Major Tudor-Pole prest:nts. Abdlll· 
Daha was weary, tircd and sleepy as 
n result of the heat of his bath and was 
intending to sleep wben a slight knock 
at the door revealed the presence of 
a non-commissioned officer at the door 
seeking an interview. Admittanee was 
cordially granted and there was Private 
Sinclair, a Britjsher, working lUI an as
sistant at the Red Cross Egyptian hos
pital in Haifa. During his sojourn in 
Cairo, when visiting its reading room, 
he had eome aeross Bahai literature and 
bad thereby caught the first glimpse of 
the Causc. The pernsnl of :Major Tudor
Pole's artiele raised his interest to its 
highest pitch and henceforth he became 
an ardent inquirer. From what could 
be gathered from his conntenance, he was 
so lowly, SO respectful, so gentle and so 
modest tbat the first words of the Be
loved were to this effect: "I am glad 
to meet thee for thy face is illumined, 
thy brow is pure, thy heart is clear and 
thy purpose is right." He theu took 
from his pocket a letter of introduction 
from )!ajor Tudor-Pole, referring him 
to Mis.'! IT.iscox fol' information about 
Huhai literature and giving the nddress 
of )li88 Rosenberg in London, inviting 
him to quaff from the fountain-head. 
A search so sincere, an interest so lively, 
an eamestness of tone so genuine has 
hardly been remarked in any of the pre
vious callers and inquirers. In view 
of his earnest inquiry and his lack of 
any preconception, the Mastcr spoke in 
detail of the main purpose of the Bahai 
teachings, the idea of peace and recon
ciliation, the most immediate need of 
mankind. lIe told him the futility of 
men's effort to establish a lasting peace, 
resting on secure (oundations, through 
material means. ,Vbellc\,er such efforts 
have been exerted they were doomed to 
failure. TIistory affords a striking illus
tration. "From what I ean gather from 
the events during my life", said Abdul-
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Baha, "history clearly shows the W8r"8 

that have been waged, the pcllce measures 
that were subsequently adopted, have 
proved inevitable failul'e.<l. The Crimean 
war and the 'rreaty of Paris in 1856, 
the Austro-Italian war of 1859; the Dan
ish war of 1864; the Austro-PrussiHn 
war of 1866 j the Franco-Prussian war 
of 1870; the Russo-Turkish war of 1877 
and the Congress of Berlin, lhe Balkan 
war and subsequently this world war 
with its present Universal Peace Con
ference. Wars will succeed, poace 
measures and pacific documents will re
main dead letters unless the Word of 
God alld His supreme power comes to 
exercise its influence. Not until this is 
nUllined may lasting peace be realized.' I 

Our attentive visitor listened and was 
absorbed. ITe was glad to listen to this 
remarkable talk and was furthermore 
grateful to receive a copy of Mr. 
Remey's Some Vital Bahai Principle, 
which Abdul-Baha put in his hands. 
Wben he retired, he was inwardly 
moved and outwardly satisfied and as
aured. 

February 15, 1919. 
My dellr Ahmad: 

My head is in a whirl so busy and 
80 eventful Wll.!l the day. No less than 
a score of callers from prince and pasha 
to a simple private soldier have sougbt 
intervie\v with Abdul-Bahe. 

Tonight again, our attracted friend, 
Private Sinclair of the Red Cross hos
pital, called. RiB eyes sparkled as he 
shook hands with the Beloved. TIc had 
read the pamphlet which had been given 
to him and was glad to receive another 
different Olle, published and edited by 
Mr. Remey, entitled l'ke Message of 
Unity. TIe expre$Cd his firm intention 
to correspond with the different book
sellers in London, as soon 8.8 he is de
mobilized and thus to be able to gather 
more detailed information. When he 
rose to take his leave, he seemed full 
of the spirit of BAIIA'O'LLAH, absorbed 
in meditation, and ablaze with Ilis love. 
"Thou art my SOil, my dear SOil, I love 

thee, and 1 pray for tbee," were the 
farewell words as the Beloved embraced 
him and patted him on his shoul
ders. . . . 

Letters, or rather parcels, were today 
received from Port Said, London and 
America. Enclosed in Mr. Lotfullah's 
letter from London, were two supplica
tions that had been received last year 
from Teheran. They contained good 
news. The Bahai school in Teheran is 
advancing by IMps and bounds. The 
Israelite BahaLs have established sehools 
which are rapidly widening. The school 
of Tarbiat in Teheran, Miss Kappes de
scrihes as by far the greatest establish
ment among the 430 schools in Teheran; 
their public exercises were unequalled 
by any that have been so far beld. A 
pavilion was pitched and everybody, 
high and low, nearby and distant, heard 
of its fame and responded to its call. In 
Y czd meetings of different character, 
each of no less than 60 to 70 attendant. .. 

• 
were organized. A great deal of effort 
has been expended of late to help the 
descendants and relatives of the glorious 
martyrs of Yezd. Vast contributions 
have been gathered and the tombs of 
the martyred are being beautifully 
erected, immune from any further ag
gression or danger and becoming the 
object of the pilgrimage of many a soul. 
In Ye7.d also the maid-servants of God 
have risen and are overshadowing (or 
rather have foreshadowed) the men in 
their spiritual activities. Of Kashan, 
the writer relates, "I had thought of it 
a mount of snow but later on I fO\lnd 
it an active volcano. The friends were 
aflame with the fire of the Word of 
God. " 

From Jaffa has come a devoted friend, 
by the name of Ali Effendi, who brings 
with him the news of the welfare of 
Abdul Sammad who has moved to Jaf
fa and is now settled. Both of them are 
enkindled and both are favored by the 
Beloved. 

Tonight, around the Master's table 
for supper sat :MessNJ. Ahmed Yazdi, 
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Haji Mohammed Yazdi, 1:lirza Hussein 
Yazdi, Agha Mohammed Taghi, three of 
the Parsee friends of Adassish who 
have recently arrived, Badi Effendi and 
my father. The Master was tired and 
did not converse long. 

Major Tudor-Pole, due to a slight in
disposition has had to postpone his 
departure from Cairo, but, thank G'od, 
his illness is accidental and not at all 

• 
serIOUS. 

February 16, 1919. 
"loJy dear Ahmad: 

From among the supplications recent
ly received is one that is most significant 
and of particular interest as it ema
nates from a Greek friend who is onc of 
the few, if not the only of her race, that 
has responded to the call of the King
dom. Let me share with you its COll

tents: "Our father, I am very glad 
because I am the first of the Greeks to 
believe in your namc. Many years ago 
my heart was broken because my life 
was full of bitterness. I don't know why 
fod:une is so sad for me. Perhaps 
sometimes I am very whimsical, and of 
course the good Father sends punish
ment; however, I think otherwise with 
so much bitterness that I havo every 
day. But I make my sweet prayers 
and then my feelings are at rest. I love 
God and I believe in the Father and I 
believe in the A pestles of God. 0 dear 
Father, how could I do otherwise than 
believe in you because many times my 
mind is SO tired, but when I take yout 
picture, and I read one of your prayers, 
I feel just like a bird when it rains, 
and its feathers are wet and it can
not fiy, but when the sun's rays come 
out, is happy and flies from tree to 
tree exactly I feel every minute when 
I make my prayers in your name. I 
shall not stop all my life, until I am an 
apostle for your name, to my people. 
(Signed) Aspasia Diamesis, Chicago." 

Behind this broken language and tbis 
urbane style is revealed a heart loving, 
compassionate and full witb the joy of 

faith and thc gratitude of assurance. 
She begs enlightenment and guidance for 
her people and appreciates the supreme 
favor that divine Providence has be
stowed upon her. What the response of 
the Beloved will be, or rather how far 
thc Lord '5 favor and blessing will sur
round her, is onc that we can hardly 
venture to forecast, but one thing is sure, 
tbat the Tablet that will be revealed to 
this sonl will act as a mighty impetus in 
awakening the Greek people to this call. 

This morning Abdul-Baha went out 
for a long walk and returned an hour 
before noon, when he resumed his \vork 
which consisted mainly of the perusal 
of detailed supplications from Persia. 
I had a long interview this morning 
with Agha Mohammed 'T'aghi covering a 
wide range of topics which were mostly 
related to the activity of the Egyptian 
friends and the news he had received 
from abroad during the war. From 
Ishkabad, in Russian Turkestan, letters 
had come which revealed the safety of 
the friends in that tumultuous region. 
He had been in constant correspondence 
with the Indian friends whose activity 
he highly commented upon and whose 
services he praised. It was on the 
whole a very profitable and interesting 
hour. 

February 17, 1919. 
My dear .Ahmad: 

A day of jubilee is ahead of us. The 
arrival of a group of the Parsee friends 
of Adassieh, including mcn and women, 
has not been without a definite purpose. 
Another marriagc festivity is to take 
place between Shahrcy, thc son of Tam
shid the Parsee, and the daughter (the 
eldest) of a Tarnal, who has been living 
for many years in the vicinity of Abdul
Baha. The circle of the AclaS-<!ieh friends 
is ever widcning and the experiences 
along such lines has proved to be of 
great value and benefit. Preparations 
are now being made for that dsy and 
everybody is looking forward to the 
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celebration, the first of that kind since 
the extinction of the fire of war. 

This morning Agba Ahmed Yazdi, his 
elder brother and Agha Mohammed Tag
hi Esfahani were called to the Beloved's 
presence. Tea was served and every
body assumed almost an uninterrupted 
sihmcc for Abdul-Baha was all through
out perusing the supplications of the 
Egyptian friends, which had recently 
arrived. Supplications from every cor
ner of the globe, of different length and 
cbaraeter, written in different languages, 
enclosing clippings of papers, pamphlets, 
typewritten reports, petitions, etc., are 
ceaselessly pouring in and the time for 
their perusal is sufficient to exhaust all 
the time that ODe might possibly have 
at his disposal. Although the ways bave 
not yet fully opened and communica
tion with aU parts has not yet been 
restored, one is bafHed at the amOlmt 
of letters, books and magazines that the 
postoffice daily delivers. 

A joint supplication from a group of 
the Alexandria friends has been received 
today. The same note is struck and the 
same chorus is repeated-namely, re
joicing at the news from the Beloved and 
begging his confirmation. Although these 
friends have not multiplied as fast as 
their fellow brethren in Port Said yet 
they have maintained all throughout 
these trying times an esprit de corps 
necessary to give them the initiative in 
their future activities. 

A letter from :Mirza Mahmood Zarkani 
from Bombay to Haji Mirza Haider Ali 
reveals the great longing of thc Parsec 
friends to mect Abdul-Baha, whether 
this takes place in the Holy Land or in 
India. The writer, who has been re
cently granted the permission to visit 
the holy sites, and has been journeying 
throughout the center of India, had 
been in Rangoon and was there con
firmed in manifold services to the King
dom of Abha. His letter, however, con
tained sad and unexpected news, 
namely. the passing away of Agha Seyed 
Mehdi of Rangoon and his son, who were 

both active and tireless workers in the 
Cause. Assuredly their station in the 
realm beyond is a lofty one and their 
reward abundant and glorious. 

:My dear Ahmad: 

Bahjeh, Acca. 
February 18, 1919. 

Greetings with sweetest remembrances 
to you, my far-off friend, from this hal
lowed spot! From this solitary plain 
of Bahjeh, in this solemn solitude, away 
from life's tumult and bustle, I take 
the pen in remembrance of a friend 
with whom I passed many days in this 
quiet, yet inspiring region. The Be
loved has again decided to tarry for a 
time at the vicinity of the tomb of his 
father. Here he is, in the ad
joining room, sitting by the candle 
light, viewing from his window the soli
tude from afar, the silent surroundings, 
which nothing breaks save the distant 
roar of the waves which die away in 
the immensity of space. He is engaged 
in his meditations, absorbed in his 
prayers, thinking of his friends across 
the seas, remembering their prayers and 
their supplications and communing with 
his heavenly Father on behalf of such 
souls. What a vivid contrast docs this 
vicinity of the Holy Tomb represent with 
the increasing activity of the life in 
Haifa. The air over there was filled 
with gases and vapors which steam and 
motor engines continuously discharge, 
while the atmosphere here is as pure, as 
clear and as fragrant as it can be. 1'he 
traffic accompanied with its deafening 
noise and bustle, gives way here to a 
stillness, a calmness and a quietude 
which nothing interrupts but the still
ness of nature. The dazzling lights 
of the city are gone and nothing but a 
flickering taper's light cheers this cold 
and starless night. The constant move
ment and circulation witnessed in the 
Beloved's house has stopped, and tonight 
everything is at a stand still, everything 
quiet and at rest. The morning hour 
of prayer is maintained and even length-
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cued for twice a day, the Beloved visits 
the holy shrine, kneels in reverence and 
devotion, orders communes to be chantcd 
and often spends an hour or more in 
silent prayer. His attendants, friends 
and relatives arc absent and no one save 
Kosro, Esfandiar and myself, the two 
vigilant guardians of the Tomb, and Ali 
Rff, a friend who will leave tomorrow 
for Beirut, form his small retinue. 

Everything, the environment, the at
mosphere, the view, the stillness, all are 
uplifting, elevating and inspiring. One 
feels to have forgotten his cares and his 
COllcerns, his mind is refreshed and his 
burden alleviated. No matter how long 
the Mastcr will tarry in this sanctified 
place, no feeling of monotony. and 
cnnui overcomes the soul It is the 
Spot which so many souls crave to attain 
and long to visit. Partitmlarly is it 
magnifh:!cnt at such a time when nature 
is smiling, the sky above is no more 
gloomy and threatening with clouds but 

serene and blue, the p lains and meadows 
as if covered with a multicolored carpet, 
the shrubs sparkling with roses, jas
mins, lilies, narcissus embalming the 
pure and refreshing air; the grass grow
ing luxuriantly everywhere and the 
breeze wafting in every direction. Often 
is the Beloved seen in the open air, 
majestically walking to and fro upon the 
verdant plains and amid the wild 
flowers that abound in this gifted region. 
He treads the same ground that tlle 
blessed feet of his heavenly Father have 
trodden, circumambulates the shrine 
where for many years He hIlS lived, 
waters the flowers and plants, many of 
which have been blessed by IIis hands 
and lives and moves and has his being 
in an atmosphere which fully reminds 
him of His manners and His conduct. 
What a dear and blessed spot to be 
privileged to live in! 

ShtJghi Rabbani. 
(To be continued) 

Recent Tablet from Abdul-Baha 
JEAl'l[ MASSON 

To the maid-servan t of Ood, Miss J can 
Masson, Chicago, Illinois-Upon her 
be BAI:IA'O'LLA1l EI-Abha! 

He Is God! 
o thou faithful maid-servant of the 

Blessed Beauty! 
The article thou hadst previously sent 

was highly acceptable, accomplished, 
well prepared and well presented. Ver
ily, it was a very eloquent article. At 
present whoever among the friends may 
write an article and may wish to pub
lish it, it is better that he should submit 
it to the Executive Board and, after its 
approval, give it publicity. Assuredly, 
the articles thou writest are suitable, 
correct and valuable for publication, but 
nevertheless the purpose of the approval 
of the Executive Board is to preserve 
order, for , otherwise , others may print 
and publish articles which may be not 
conforming with truth. That is why I 

write that articles should be first sub
mitted and approved by the Executive 
Board and then be published. 

Dr. 'Wilson, the missionary in Persia, 
is heedless and dete!>1;s the Cause of Ood, 
and has written a book in order to lead 
the people to error. His book is likened 
to those books that have been written, 
during the time of Christ and subse
quent to him, by the Pharisees and the 
RQrnan philosophers, in order to refute 
his truth. lIe has published that book 
and it is preferable that at present thou 
shouldst write, print and publish a 
refutatory book written in the utmost 
eloquence and perfection. 

Exercise thou, in my behalf, the ut
most kindness to thy sister. I ask for 
her-healing. 

Upon thee be Baha-el-Abhn! 
(Signed) ABnut ... BAIIA ABB,\s. 

(Translated by Shoghi Rabbani , Bah
jch, Aeea, Palestine, JUly 22, 1919. ) 
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The Servant of God 
(Continued from page 47) 

Holy Spirit manifest. When we visited 
Abdul-Baha in Chicago and he met us 
there with all the freshness and JOY of 
tbis oternal morning shining through his 
human spirit in its brightness and its 
beauty, and our hearts wcrc thrilled 
with the conseiousn~ that here was oue 
who saw God face to facc, nay, that 
made Ood's love manifest right in our 
midst. And be said to us, ., You know 
it doesn't make any difference what hap
pens to ODe in the physical world. I 
was a prisoner in a Turkish prison for 
forty yOOl'S." 'fileD he told us how he 
slept upon the ground or upon tho stone 
Boor, how he was starved lind chained 
and put into dungeons. "And yet," he 
said, "every day when I awoke in the 
morning I praised God that another day 
was before me in which I could serve 
Him in IIis prison. And every night 
when I lay down on the stone floor of 
the prison I thanked God that He had 
allowed me to serve Ilis Kingdom one 
more day in His prison." 

Then Abdul-Baha, turning to us with 
a light in his face and a joy that wus 
almost overwhelmingly beuutiful said, 
"I was' in prison for forty years. and 
every day was a day of perfect JOY." 
As he said "joy" his spirit shone 80 

bright that in our hearts we thought we 
had never before known what joy and 
happiness meant. The people who were 
in the room said, "Isn't it amazing; 
when we are talking here with tbis Ser. 
vant of God, all we ean think of is God j 

we do not. even see Abdul-Baha." And 
one woman said: "I do not even know 
he is here; all I see is the Spirit of 
God shining in him as in a crystal or a 
diamond." 'When she went away ahe did 
Dot think anything about Abdul-Baha 
the human personality; all ahe knew was 
that for one-half hour she had been in 
the presence of the eternal world. 
Like a door into the Kingdom was 

Abdul-Baha, transmitting the light of 
eternity. As sho left his presence she 
said for the first time in her life she 
knew that God was King, and that there 
was no God but the God of this uni
verse, and we could trust Our lives to 
Him, our fortunes to Him, everything 
to llim beeau.se God is the Rcaiity of 
realities. 

What Abdul-Baha brings to u.s is this 
consciousness of God. Some people are 
troubled about the thought of his per· 
sonality. Those who sec Abdul-Baha 's 
spirit caunot understand why they are 
troubled, for they novor see his person
ality .as a. limitation. It is just a mirror 
reflecting the light, and the light of 
God's presence shines so beautifully that 
after a whilo they do not even sce the 
mirror. They see only the light which 
is the Sun of Truth shining into this 
world, made manifest through this hu
man Manifestation. 

This, then, is the station of servitude 
and this is the station also of trans
figuration. j, TIe took the form of a 
servant: wherefore God highly exalted 
him, and gave him a. Name that is above 
every name." That is the way in which 
this Manifestation comes into the world 
today. The wonderful thing, however, 
is this, that when we see the great Ser
vant of God, the perfect One, then we 
are inspired with a new and irresistible 
power to walk in'his pathway. Abdul
Baha with the sweetest humility can say, 
"Look at me; be as I am; take no 
thought for yourself, what ye shall eat 
or what ye shall drink, whether ye shall 
sleep, whether' ye are comfortable, 
whether ye are with friends or foes, 
whether ye receive praise or blame i for 
all these things must ye care not at all. 
Look at me and be as I am, and so shall 
ye die, to yoursell and to the world, and 
be born again into the Kingdom of 
God. " 
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The great Servant, the great Mes
senger, the promised One brings to us 
so vivid a consciousness of God that this 
consciOllB!lcss begins to dominate and 
sway our life, makes us know that these 
fruitless strifes, these ruinous wars shall 
pass away and the Kingdom of Peace 
shall come. He conveys his certainty to 
us by contagion, he conveys his humility 
to us, he conveys to us his purity. he 
conveys to us his holiness, he conveys 
to us his love, he becomes like the mirror 
of the etemal One reflecting into our 
receptive hearts the love, the light, the 
holiness of God. "Then we turn our 
faces toward that eternal Sun, then 
petty, selfish things are melted away and 
the lower nature is burned away, and 
we say, "How little have we to give up, 
a few human ambitions and comforts and 
the things of this transitory earth-how 
little, if we may reflect just a few rays 
of this Kingdom into the hcarts of the 
mcn and the women of this nation and 
the world. " 

In a word, God is again sending forth 
His angela with a great sound of a. trum
pet and they arc calling: "Arise ye I 0 
ye people, arise ye from the graves of 
your bodies, the graYCS of yourselves, 
the graves of limitation, of fear, of ha
tred j arise, 0 ye pcople. La! the light 
of life hath comc, the Beloved of the 
heart hath come, the most great Ser
vant of God hath come, and nis 1s the 
trumpet of the resurrection ringing 
through the world. TIe has really come 
upon this planet; the Twentieth Century 
is thc great resurrection day for all na
tions, and peoples and races of the 
world. 

"The spirit of Christ is risen again. 
The trumpet of resurrection calling to
day from Palestinc is the voico of this 
wondrous Servant of God, Abdul-Baha, 
humble, lowly, nothing in his outward 
personality, just the Voice through 
which the cternal God speaks. 0 ye 
people, the hour of reconciliation is 
here, the hour of the most great fed
eration of nations is here, the hour when 

all races are to become as one race has 
dawned, the hour when religions will 
become one religion, has now struck 
upon the clock of the eternal world. " 

And with his divine voice calling, cry
ing, pleading and triumphantly urging, 
this Center of the Covenant, this Center 
of light is able to raise a multitude of 
people from all lands and races. Think 
of us, here in America, on the other side 
of the world, hearing that voice raiseQ 
in Palestine and finding in that voice 
the melody of God and in that hcart 
the love of God! Think of the pcople 
in India, in Bunnah, in Persia, in Rus
sia, in Egypt, in China, in Japan-from 
all over the world-they are rising from 
the graves of their limitations and of 
their bodies because the trumpet of 
unity, the trumpct of universal light, 
the trumpet of the Kingdom has sound
ed from Palestine. There again, the 
voice of God rings with a. clear, bell
like tone summoning all nations to climb 
the mountain which is above the val
leys of their separation, above the vales 
of exclusiveness and sectarianism, and 
ascends to the bell that is ringing there 
on the top of thc mountain. And as 
they draw near to the summit of trans
figuration all the people, Mohammedans, 
Christians, Jews, Buddhists, and all re
ligions, look into each other's faces and 
there on the mountain top of unity be
hold they are one, as their God is one 1 

Now God's great mcssage, whieh is so 
clear that every onc of us heara it and 
feels it in his heart, is this, that thosc 
who know the glad tidings of the light 
made manifest must go forth. through 
this country and through the world and 
proclaim the news of its manifestations. 
The people are perishing for lack of 
this Water of Life. They are dying of 
thirst; and the fountain of the Water 
of Life eternal is now flowing. Whoever 
has the cup, whoever has found the 
fountain and whoever dips the cup into 
the crystal fountain he becomes the cup
bearer of unity, he becomes a servant 
of the oneness of the human world. 
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Twelfth Annual Mashrekol-Azkar Convention 
and Bahai Congress 

By LoeTs G. GHEGORY. 

TH~ l<'EAST OP EL-RTZWA~ 

THE Peast of El-Rizwan and its in-
troductory reception opened the 

Twelfth Annual Mashrekol-Azkar Con
vention. 'l'he Airline Club, Fifth Ave
Ilue, Kcw York City, was the scene of 
this Sllining company at fi o'clock Satur
day afternoon, April 24th, 1920. Those 
receiving wem the Executive Board of 
13ahai Temple Unit.v, the Board of Nine 
of the ~e\\" York As.<;emb1.v lind rcprc
sentHtivcs of various assemblies and 
groups in New)'''ork Oity and its en
virons. The reception hall was soon filled 
to overflowing with delegates and vi!\it
ing friends and the affcctionate greetings 
made brig-ht faces and joyful hearts. 

T.Jater, these representatives of variolls 
eenters, who outwardly were also identi· 
fied with various races, nations, philos· 
ophies and religions, found the fra· 
gral1ees of concord in the Rizwan of 
AbhR. 'rhe gnests sat around many 
tables in tbe spacious (lining room and 
partook of a simple repast. The friend'l, 
rising to their feet, united, as befitti.ng 
so great an occasion, in II chorus of 
praise. Thc hymn selccted was "Great 
Day of God." The pr!!siding officer, )11'. 
Mountfort )lills, of :\lew York, dignified 
and genial, then read from the Creative 
Words as revealed by His Holiness. 
BAllA 'oJLLAH : 

"0 people of God! Be not occupied 
with yourselves. Be intent on the bet
terment of the world and the training
of the nations. The betterment of the 
world can be accomplished through pure 
and exeeUent deed'i and well-approved 

lind excellellt conduct. 'rhe helper of 
the Cause is deeds, and the assistant, 
good character. " 

"'}'his ellll aDd this mention have not 
heen and arc not peculiar t.o a country 
or a city. All the people of the world 
must t1Jke hold of that which is revealed 
and hath become manifest, so that they 
Illay attain to real liberty. The world is 
illumined witll the rays of the Orb of 
Manifestation. Now the mao 
jority of the population of the eountrie" 
al·e ready to hearken to the Most High 
'Vord, for the revival and resurrection 
of all depends upon and is related to it." 

Ur. ~lills sHid in part: "Just a yeal· 
ago we gathered ill a feast similat' to 
this. It. was then in our hearts to real· 
ize the 1Il08t Great Peace among th e IHl

tions. We fear the full realization of 
this is still far away. But far be it 
from me to sound a note of sorrow or de
pression. It is rather to emphasiz~ our 
hopes and expectations, for great is our 
joy that we bave been shown tbe path 
that l~ads to the nltimate goal. Th~ 
nations cannot realize t.heir highest hopes 
without tUl'Tling to the mighty power 
of God in saclitice and service to th~ 
grcat Center. Permitted to gather OliN' 

morc under the banner of BAHA'O'LLAH, 

under whose Covenant victory alolle i~ 
possible, New York City is espeeially 
happy and cxpres.'ies the spirit of wel
come. " 

Mr. Roy C. Wilhelm, of Kew York. 
was introduced to speak and with hili 
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delightful humor seemed to rcminCl us 
that the bouse of the Master is " the 
home of laughter and exultatioll." The 
friends were filled with merriment as he 
read a cablegram from Dr. Vargas, of 
Argentina, who, representing the Bahsis 
of that great nation, happily reminded 
us of the universal "pread of the Cause 
and mol'C specifically of the teaching 
work of our illumined sister, Miss 
Martha Root. As Dr. Vargas speaks no 
English, the cablegram read, with bright 

Celebnluon o/thc 

FEAST OF THE RIZWAN 
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originality: "Argentina Bahais broth
erly adhesion Congress!" Roy said, 
"This was another proof that Baltais 
would stick. Both attachment !lnd ad
hesion to each other are among their 
traits. As there arc more than a thou
sand million people in the world and 
the Baltais are hardly more than one in 
It. thousand, New York is fortunate in 
having so many cundles in one light. He 
reminded the friend~ of their duty to be 
happy. All, we proclaim, must be in 
actuality. " 

A wire from the Portland, Oregon, 
Assembly brought to the feMt Abha 
greetings, prayers that the confirmations 
of the Covenant might eneircl(' and that 
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1111 hopes of the Mashekol-Azkar and the 
teaching plans might be richly fulfilled . 
This wire also brought felicitations to 
Juanita and Ahmad. 

Dr. Frederick W. D'Evelyn, of San 
Francisco, followed and in a delightful 
oow of wit and humor in which the 
spirit shone, voiced the intense and ra
diant lives of the San Francisco friends. 
A wire from the point mentioned read, 
"San Francisco Assembly gathered at its 
feast sends joyous grcctings to all." 

The Rit .... n 
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Tn deference to the :-Jew Day of women 
1)1'. D'E\'C!yn said, "From time of old 
wise men came from the East. But now 
wiser men go West-to meet the wiser 
women who are there." JTe quoted an 
educator who said thnt goodness is not 
achieved uuti! it is socialized. "So spir
ituality too, must, to be real, become 
Sllcrificial. Perfection is impossible 
without humility, the love of God And 
self-sacrifice. If we attain thc gool it is 
certain that recognition will come. It is 
certain that this altainment call be frus
trated by no power outside of ourselves. 
Juggling and compromise must be done 
away. Self.determination cannot be 11 

snbstitute of S('lf·l'ennncilltioli. Onena'! 
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is universal. Follow the sun t Da..v Bnd 
night arc earthly conditions. In the 
sun they arc unknown. There is end
less light! Therefore follow the risen 
lIun! :Merc machillf!ry and organization 
cannot make the new heaven and new 
earth. \Velcomc the risen Sun! '0 Son 
of Man! Magnify My Command that 
I may reveal to thee the secret of great
ness and illumine thee with the Lights 
of Etcl'Ility!' " 

Mr. Albert R. Vail was the next speak-

HYIII ... __ ".0-

• " 
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cr and begun by reading the beautiful 
words of Abdul-Baha: 

"This period of time il! the promiS(·d 
nge, the assembling of the human race 
to the ReSllrrl.'Ction Day, and now is the 
Greal Day of Judgment. Soon the.whole 
world as in springtime, will change its 
garb. The bleakness of the winter time 
is over and the spiritual springtime is 
at hand. The black carth is becomin~ 
a verdant garden; the deserts and moun· 
tains are teeming with red flowers. 
Along the borders of the wilderneflS the 
tall grasses are standing like advance' 
guards before the cypress and jessamine 
trees, while the birds among the rose 
branches arc "linging loudly like thl! 
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angels of the highest heavens, aUlloune· 
ing the glad tidings of the spiritual 
springtime and the sweet music of their 
voices is causing the real eS!>ence of all 
things to vibrate and quiver. 

"0 my spiritual friend! DORt thou 
know from what airs emanate the notes 
sung by those birds T Tbey are from 
the melodies of peace and reconciliation, 
of love and unity, of justice and se
curity and of concord and harmony. In 
a short time this heavenly singi ng will 
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bewilder all humanity. The foundations 
of enmity shall be destroyed and the 
lovers of the love of God at these fes
tivals shall behold their splendor. 
Therefore, contemplate what a spirit of 
life God has breathed into the body of 
the world that it may attain existence 
everlasting. The Paradise of Abha will 
soon spread a pavilion from tho Pole
star of the world under which the be· 
loved shall rejoice and the pure hearts 
shall repose in peace." 

1-fr. Vail fl.Il.id: "Bahai means spring
timf'. It is the spring-time of harmony, 
peace, light, kllOwlcdge and 1I1liversai 
undel"standin~. When it comes the 
whole world is npset. 'rhe I'ays of lhc 



62 STAR OF 

sun bear upon the world directly. The 
dawn of a ll the ages is to be realized 
and the light is universal. The bril· 
liant Sun today, flooding the wholc 
world with light, teaches the oneness or 
education, the oneness of religions, the 
oneness of langnage, the oneDess of truth 
and tbe power of the divine Spirit. All 
this is the light of the Great Day of 
God in which fanatical people orc tamed 
and subdued. The great springtime 
from Acca flows through the world. All 
efforts at unity will converge in this. 
One could, with Abdul·Baha on Mount 
Carmel, visualize the greater Mashrekol 
Azkar. Bqually wonderful is that bean
tiful voice, sounding Rnd resounding to 
all. Abdul·Baha has drawn to thRt 
mountain of unity all religions. lli!o. 
face to each religionist is like the face 
of the Prophet of his own faith. It is 
a face resplendent and beautiful. TIere 
you may see the fulfillment of all prophe
cies. Here yOIl may find peace and rest. 
Here you may meet your brother and 
your God! This is the Bahai mesAage!" 

Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, our Persian 
brother, said: "The Feast of EI_Riz_ 
wan is a garden that all may enter, 
carrying away the fragrance of the 
spirit. One of the teachings of Abdul
Balla is the league of nations. BAHA

'O'LLAB came to establish the league of 
peoplea, the league of bearts. The league 
of big nations does not realize this. 1\11 
must enter that the unity may be com
plete. When BAMA'O'LLAH was exiled 
from Penia after twelve y68rs at Bag
dad, he and hia followers left for a gar
dcn ncar the city. Ilerc he revealcd hi/! 
t68chings and the cycle of unity. There 
appeared the unity of religions, raceq, 
etc. Thcre many celebrated men went 
on foot to meet him during twelve days. 
Even the haughty governor was im
pressed and went. From that time U1C 

Cause spread rapidly. This gathering 
in the Wem. iEl a proof of the power of 
Divinity and the Center of the Cov
enant. Thc Great Sun hae brought 
many rays. Among those rays are: 
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universal patriotism, ignorance must dis
uppear, the all-inclusive brotherhood 
of humanity, universal sympathy, the 
parliament of man, remove misundcr
standings, no confession and forgive
!lest; of sins before mall, no clerical 01'

dcr, love of mankind, universal peace." 
In conclusion, :;\fir1.a Ahmad (Juoted the 
words of a Persial! poem on the eestuc,Y 
of loye. 

At this point the program was varied 
by the choral singing of the Babai hymn: 

"Rdolee! reJo\ee! belte~·eu. the night of 
d oubt I. o'er 

The 8un of Truth h .. rillen, Ite ray. reaCh 
every .hore. 

Doubt' •• hl\.do ..... now with nl&'ht lnUlll Ilee! 

This III the Day oC CHtal nty!" 

::\Ir. Albert n. Uall , of l\1inneapoli .. , 
who was made cordially welcome by the 
chairman and the friends, next spoke. 
lIe said: "This heart is too full to 
speak tonight. There is just one text 
in my heart. 'Arise! Shille! for thy 
light has come and thc glory of th~ 
Lord hath arisen upon thee.' We Jun-e 
heard the call from afar and the light 
is in our hearts. The world is in dark
ness, but the light has come. This light 
must enter thc hearts of the millioll.'1 01' 

it will never spread j self-sacrifice is the 
flame of love in the hearts." 

Mrs. H. Emogene lloagg, who has 
spent some time teaching in i\laska. was 
next introduced: "Self.88.crifiee," she 
said, "is givcn back to us in Ule great 
joy of this rcunion. We think of Alask!\ 
as the frozen North. It is frozen neither 
outwardly nor inwardly. Sometimes 
there is no snow and the hearts are 
full of kindness and love. There are 
over nine millions of respectful, well
bred people. They arc most apprecia
tiyc and nohle. I hope the teachers will 
go to them. They will be received every
wherc with wonderful cordiality. If lit
erature is sent them, it must not be from 
September to the middle of June, the 
frozen period, when there are no mail!!. 
The people al'e open-minded and the 
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newspapers are generous in publicity. 
Teaching among these friends should be 
continuous. Here is a large field for 
service .• , 

Mr. Henry McConaughy, of Seattle, 
Washington, most interestingly described 
the activities of that assembly, which he 
reported very much united. "We sbould 
look forward to ways and means, ac· 
cording to the Divine P14n," he said. 
. , As onc mCAlliJ of reaching people an 
open forum was started in Seattle. Once 

.... tu, A I 
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a week a Bahai teacher is introduced to 
speak there. A new friend bought $94 
worth of books for circulation. Later 
he gave $100 morc for this purpose. Now 
he has books and literature and runs a 
circulating library of his own. l1e has 
enlarged his offices and added facilities 
for copying Tablets and combining them 
into books. The people want the Truth. 
We tell them the King has come. Ex
planations follow. A house in the center 
of the city with an acre of ground halll 
been secured as a Bahai home. A cor
dial welcome awaits the friends who 
visit SeaUle_" 
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Mary Hanford Ford: "We should all 
be light bearers of EI-Baha. Some of lUI 

are 80 worned with what we have to do 
that we have forgotten to attach the 
match to our torches. The world can
not remain in darkness. ITow can we 
make people know the real lightt The 
Bahais have the light of reality. Wc 
must illumine the world. We must have 
a new consciousness. Abdul-Baha has 
said that the only difference between 
a man of genius and other men is that 

Mulnekol-A:r.kar Conenlioll 
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in the former the veils are drawn aside 
and the viBion of rculity, the light, comes 
through. 'Be not a cause of grief to 
anyone,' Forget self and make others 
happy. We are living in the Rizwan. 
Make known the fragrance of that Gar
den! Shew forth the light and bappi
ness that are in the world for every
body through the Messengers of God!" 

A supplication by the Chairman 
brought the visible Feast of EI-Rizwan to 
a dose. But thc hearts a]one know 
those mighty, invisible confirmations by 
which, in the Cause of El-Abha, the 
Fenst of Paradise never ends, 
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FIRST SESSION OF TIlE RAHAl 
CONGRESS 

The first session of the Bahai Con
gress was held Sunday evening in the 
large and beautiful hall of the Engineer
ing Societies' Building, whi ch was well
filled with friends and inquirers. Mrs. 
Mabel Riee-Wray of Detroit and Dr. 
Frederick W. D 'Evelyn of San Fran
cisco were joint chairmen. The former 
read from the Hidden. Wor-elI: "0 SOD 
of Spirit! I ha\'c created thee rich: 

CO.UU11£E8 OF BAHA1 T&llPLI!: UNrrY reR 
CONVENTION AND CONGRESS 
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Why dost thou make thyself poor f ~o
ble have J made thee: Why dost thou 
degrade thyself f Of the essence of 
knowledge have I manifested thee: Why 
scarchest thou for another than Me' 
From the clay of love I have kneaded 
thee : Why seekest thou anothert Turn 
thy sight unto thyself, that thou mayest 
find Me standing within thee, Powerful, 
Mighty, and Supreme!" 

Dr. D'Evelyn, in his introductory ad
dress, spoke of thc illumination of the 
Manifestation of today as thc consum· 
mation of all God's movements. It car-
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ries with it the brilliancy of the sun at 
noon-day. It has a signi6eanee which we 
dare not set aside. I t signifies that we 
must know the meaning of the mOl8Jlgc. 
He referred to previous Manifestations, 
as: Moses, Christ and Mohammed, whoS(' 
light and statiOlls of exaltation had been 
veiled to people, but now became elea'· 
througb this manifest light. Through 
the knowledge which comes in this Mani 
festation man need no longer be lIn
guided or miijdirected. Thcrefore it is 
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all-important to be illumined by thc 
Great Light of this Day. 

"The Oneness of Mankind" WAS the 
ijubject of the ncxt address, by Loui\{ 
G. Gregory. 

[The modesty oC the ''."I'iter, )Ir. Greg
ory, in making 110 comment upon his Ad. 
dress gives us the opportunity to test 
tily to its mast erly presentation. Hill 
wann sympathy and keen intelligencc, 
dominated by the fire of the love of 
God, roused his audience to an apprecia
tion of the subject entrusted to this 
splendid brothcr.-Editors.l 
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)lrs. Corinne True, with the Mashre
kol-Azkar as a subject, charmed by the 
simplicity and beauty of its presentation. 
" Jesus, " she declared, "told of the 
Oreat Day that was to come. As a sign 
of the coming bounty he revealed the 
Lord's prayer. Now we are realizing 
this bounty in a new creation. Blessed 
art thou, 0 world, this day imprinted 
hy the footl';tcp~ of God! The Mashrek
ol-Azkar, to be erected on Lake Michi~ 
gan, is the greatest sign that the blessed 
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hope and promise have been fulfilled. 
'rhe blessed Sun and glorious spring
time inaugurate a new day. 

"The · first general Mashrckol-Azkar 
Convention was held in Chicago at the 
same time that Abdul-Baha was burying 
the body of the Bab on Mount Carmel. 
The Tomb of the Bah is the first Masb
l'ekol-Azkar. That at Ishkabad, in Rus· 
sia, is the seeond. , The friends of the 
Cause in the W'est will emulate those of 
the East in this efi'ort, which unites the 
two. This third Mashrekol-Azkar will 
be erected at Chicago. It is the outward 
symbol of the Manifestation. It islmilt 
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on the Word of God. 'It is the sub
stance of things hoped for.' In its erec
tion the East now helps the West. Its 
great principle is 'prejudice toward 
none, love for all.' " 

Mr. William H. Randall, of Boston, 
delivered an address on "The Power of 
the Word of God." Thc bright traces 
of his recent pilgrimage to the holy 
Tomb and meetinf.! with Abdul-Baha ap· 
peared in this address: "We have met," 
he declared, "to commemorate the laws 
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of God. Seventy-five years ago few peo
ple talked of God, but today the whole 
universe does. The divine power en
ters the race consciousness and pene
trates the hearts. The world is flooded 
with light. The world of man is dark
ened, but the world of God is illumined. 
The eye of the mind sees reason, but the 
eye of the heart turns inward and sees 
the world of God. 

"Is there anyone today, small or great, 
who is not seeking assistance ' Let us 
!lot think, in our seeking, that God has 
forgotten us. In va.rious meetings WI." 

have many expressions of power. But 
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the Bahais say, 'Turn to the power of 
God, l 
"~here is in everything a center. 

From the Center of the Covenant of 
Ood sbines the bounty of the contingent 
world. The SUD is the point of light. 
All owe their existence to the sun . 

• , The real message today is the appear
ance of tJle Center of the Covenant. At 
the table of Abdnl-Baha hundreds feed 
upon the bounty of the Creator. All 
differences fade and all hearts unite. All 
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nations flow to the mountain of God anrl 
are submerged in the divine peace and 
unity. 

"This ill the Day of God of which all 
the Prophets have sung. Do not blame 
UII for l'{ljoieing in it! Love us as we 
love you !" 

Madame Ruano Bogislav added much 
to the happiness of the meeting by sev· 
eral beautilul vocal selectionll. 

FIRST SESSION OF THE 
CON VENTION. 

Spiritual consultation marked the ses· 
sions of the Twelfth Annual Mashrekol· 
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Azkar Convention which began Monda} 
morning. Dr. D 'Evelyn, as acting chair
man , appointed a committee on creden
tials which speedily certified the role 
of delegate!!, which was adopted by the 
Convention. Mr. MOUlltfort Mills, of , 
New York, was elected president, and 
Mr. Alfred E. Lunt of Boston, secretary, 
of the Convcn tion. The delegates and 
visiting friends gave strict attention to 
the reading of the instructions of Abdul
Baha. who directed that the work of 
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Relecting pl8DJJ for the Mashrekol-Azkar 
must be carried on in such a way as to 
avoid differences. Many beautiful draw
ings in color and two beautiful models 
adorned the adjoining rooms, and the 
delegates and friends who viewed them 
with admiration expressed the hope that 
each and all of them wonld at some time 
be adopted 88 the plana for future tem
ples, although bnt one of them could 
serve the prennt need. Three archi
tects were present in person, and to each 
of these, Mr. Charles Mason Remey, Mr. 
W. S. Maxwell and Mr. Louis Bour-
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geois, twenty millute~ wa!:! allowed that 
each might explain his plans, etc. As 
each of these Bahai architects spoke, a 
world of love and sympathy, as well ttS 

admiration, seemed to flow to him from 
every heart. Can one imagine a loftier 
conception in the mind of an architect 
tllall that of the l\Iashrekol-Azkar, the 
Temple of the Living God! 

When the balloting began the result 
was awaited with eager interest. The 
announcement was 11 clear IDajoI'ity for 
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the Bourgeois model. Then it was that 
1\lr. Remey, the only other architect at 
this time present, arose to the sublime 
height of self-effacement. He expressed 
the opinion that it would please Abdul
Baha·to have the vote unanimous and so 
moved. Upon this motion the Bourgeois 
model was unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Albert R. Vail, amid impressive si
lence, read the healing prayer for Miss 
Fanuy Knobloch, who was reported dan
gerously ill. At a later session of the 
ConyentiOll she was reported better. 
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SECOND SESSION OF THE B.AHAl 
CONGRESS. 

The second session of the Congress 
was held :Monday evening, Mrs. May 
Maxwell and Mr. MountfOr! Mills pre
siding. The latter said: "One of the 
most important of the Bahai teachings 
concerns economies. RAHA 'O'LLAII says: 
'Justicc is Jovcd above all. Neglect it 
not if thou desirCflt me. By it thou will 
be strenb~eJ]ed to see things with thine 
own eyes and not by the eyes of men i to 
know them by thine own knowledge and 
not by the knowledge of any in the 
world. Meditate on this, how thou 
ooghtest to be. Justice is of my bounty 
to thee and of my providence over thee . 
Therefore keep it ever before thy sight.' 

"The Buhai Movement is the opera
tion of a great spiritual law. Periodi
cally there is a revivification. There is a 
bursting into life in springtime, a ma
turity in summer, harvest in fall and 
death in winter. Renewal follows dark
ness. After growth there is recession. 
Today there is rebirth, rejuvenation. 
Human nature is to be subjected to the 
law of God, and exalted above the plane 
of the animal. Abdul-Baba reveals to 
us the method. of partaking of the di
vine bounty and of being able to solve 
the difficult problems of humanity. The 
objPct of the Bahai &velation is the 
quickening of our understanding. The 
Bahais express their own progressi.veness 
Ilnd welcomc his in welcoming Dr. Percy 
Stickney Grant, who is one with us in 
0111' new ideals of hope and spirit." 

Dr. Grant, Pastor of the Chnrch of the 
Ascension, the first church to receive 
Abdul-Bahn during his visit to Amer
ica, said: "I particularly appreciate 
this invitation. I have been associated 
with members of your group who honor 
their friends and the community. I wel 
comed the visit of Abdul-Baha. I do 
not live in the past, which is dead. It 
is unfortunate that rellgion is so im
mobile. Like real estate, it is slow to 
undcrgo a changc of value. There is a 
~mpposed antagonism between religion 



68 STAR OF 

and economics. Religion is the worship 
of ideals .• Economics is the production 
and distribution of wealth. Some sec 
no connection. They separate them
selves from economics in order more fully 
to pursue the ideal, while otbers sepa-

THE WEST 

production. ReUgion is Lhe result of our 
bel'lt thought and knowlooge in all the 
expressions of life. It is not something 
cise, but something dependent upon lif<>. 
In the economic world today there is a 
passing from agriclIltnraiism to indus-

HAHAI DELEGATES AND FRIENDS, ATTENDING TWELFTH ANl"L'AL 

rate themselves (rom religion in order 
to have II freer hand in business. Re
ligion puts up the Colden Rule. Does 
anyone carry it ouU No; rather the old 
Latin injunction, Caveat Emptor! (Let 
the buyer beware! ) is the rule of busi
ness. Working men now insist that re
ligion should enter into wealth, wages, 

trialism. It is impossible to separate 
religion from this and all the other prob
lems of life. The people who do thc 
work are our brothers and sisters. There 
will be no satLdoction until wbat wc 
want for ourselves we Elrc willing to give 
to everybody. THen we shan secure 
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\\ hal that splendid man, Abdul-Baha, 
wnnts-love and peace." 

Mrs. Hulh W. Randall sallg II sonA' 
from the Persiall of Hafiz. "The Night. 
ingale and the Rose." 

Have patience i wait; but do not sit idle. 
Work while yOIl nrc waiting; smile when 
yOIl are wearied with monotony; be firm 
while everything Ilround you is being 
shaken. Be joyous while the ugly face 
of despair grins at YOll; speak aloud 

RF.KIJI.- AZKAR CONVJo:NTION, CELEBIlATING FEAST OF EL·RJZWAN, 

Mrs. May Maxwell, presiding, said, 
" Dr. Grant has spared our feelings by 
not picturing too deeply the woes and 
sorrows of the world of human· 
ity. Abdul·Balia says: 'The dark. 
ness of tbis gloomy night s h a II 
pass away. Again the Sun of Reality 
will dawn from the hori7.on of the hearts. 

while the malevolent forces of the nether 
world try to crush your mind; be valiant 
and courageoll8 while men all around 
you are cringing with fear and coward
ice. Do not yield to tile overwhelming 
power of tyranny and despotism. Serve 
the cause of democracy and freedom_ 
Continue your journey to the elld. The 
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bright day is eoming. The nucleus of 
the Dew race is fonning. The hurbinger 
of the new ideals of international jUll
tice is appea.ring. The trees of hope will 
become veroant. The copper of scorn 
and derision will be transmuted into the 
gold of honor and praise. The arid 
desert of ignorance will be transmuleti 
into the luxuriant garden of knowledge. 
The threatening clouds s.hall be dis
pelled and the stars of faith and charity 
will again twinkle in the clear heaven 
of human consciousness.' .. 

Mr. Albert R. Vail, quoting Abdul
Baha, said: .. 'Every eaU will be<>ome 
weak except the call of the Kingdom.' 
Dr. Grant has presented two kinds of 
religion, Jive religion and dead religion. 
Pure religion always enters the life of 
man. Pure religion dispels superstition, 
hatred and prejUdice. The Light of 
Christ dispelled the darkness of dog
mas and the materialism of philosophy. 
What would happen to us if we at· 
tempted to start a religion T Could we 
endure the sacrifices and sufferings' 
There arise for this those marvelous be
ings whom we call the Prophets of God. 

"The whole trouble of the economic 
problem is selfishness. Love is required 
to dispel tbis condition. This is im
possible without the Holy Spirit. The 
early Christians were ,'ery good Social· 
ists. If there wcre a new po ..... er in the 
world to change the hearts of the cap
tains of industry as well as the labor 
leadcrs, what a transfonnation there 
would be in industry! 

"You cannot abolish war by human 
politics. Let u.s turn from this to s 
scene in the Holy Land. Listen to 
Abdul-Baha. Study his method for con
structing humanity. The human world 
is one of selfishness, limitations, narrow
ness. The Divine World is universal and 
lovjng. People of all religions pour in 
to reccive the wisdom and guidance of 
Abdul-Baha, in whom is the power of 
love. Abdul-Baha saya, the time will 
comc when the German will say, • I am 

a Frenchman!' and the Frenchman will 
say 'I am a German!' 

"When the league of nations will be 
free all nations will be as one. Tbe 
covenant of nations is very weak, but 
the Covenllnt of God is very mighty. 
Abolish prejudice! Make women free! 
Transform the earth! Thc kings of the 
earth are but figureheads today. The 
real Sovereign is God. Abdnl-Daba is 
tbe great collective Center in whom 
everything good in all the world is 
found. Behold the transfonning power 
of the Word of God. 'The Holy Spirit 
makes all things new!' " 

A song by Mrs. Maud Gaudreallx 
closed this session: 

SECOND SESSION OF THE 
CONVENTION. 

During the second day's session of 
the Coventioll thc fire of unity was in+ 
creased by the arrival of two Persians 
from the Orient. Their presence 
brought great illuminlltion and cheer. 
JCllahi Fazel Mazandarani spoke, his 
words being translated from the Per
sian by his young companion, Manucher 
Khan: " We are very glad to see 
you. Onr hearts arc pleased. There is 
such ecstasy and longing that beyond it 
nothing can be imagined. So vast is 
the distance between East and 'Vest thllt 
unity and harmony in the Cause alone 
caused our meeting. The Holy Mani
festations establish love and unity. SeE' 
what love and unity this Cause has 
brought about even in 1\. short time. It 
is the grace and bounty of the Master. 
We do Dot deserve it. We left Haifa 
two months ago. There were many ob· 
stacles in the way of our coming. They 
were overcome by the invisible bounty. 
Praise be to God, that it is the time of 
Rizwan. It is the greatest Feast for the 
Greatest Manifestation. It is the time 
of unity between East and West, and of 
consultation to sprelld the divine fra
grances. This is the time when all spir
itual things are rencwed. Thc Cause is 
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spreading everywhere. From East and 
West cornea good news. Great news 
has come to the Orient from America. 

"In fonner times in the Oriellt there 
were so many difficulties. There was 110 

security of life. Now there is better 
work and greater security. In the same 
city many meetings are held, some
tillles thirteen in one night. The Mas
ter is exceedingly pleased. The morc 
8UCCes<J the more happiness. The prophe
cies arc fulfilled today and the calami· 
ties of the world show that there is no 
way out of difficulties otber than the 
divine Cause. I hope that all the 
friends will unite in serving humanity. 
This is what is most pleasing to the 
Master. " 

'r lllRD SESSION OF THE BAIlAI 
CONGRESS, 

Mrs. I I. Emogene Hoogg, presiding 
at the third session of the Congress, read 
the divine Worda: "This is that which 
descended from the Source of Majesty, 
through the tongue of power and 
strength upon the Prophets of the past. 
We have tuken its essences and clothed 
them with the gurmcnt of brevity, as 
a. favor to the beloved, that they may 
fulfill the Covenant of God; that they 
may perform in themselves that which 
He has entrusted to them and attain the 
victory by virtue of devotion in the land 
of the Spirit." 

Mr. Alfred E. Lunt, also presiding, 
spoke: "1'ho harmony of the past has 
to such an extent ceased that that peo
ples are Bounding sharps and flats with
out the real tones. All quarrel among 
themselves and are off the real key. How 
greatly do we need the divine hannony! 
Everything in the world has a counter
part, which is counterfeit. This is the 
law of duality. Travelers in the desert 
see the mirage 88 water, but it is un
real. Duality penetrates this world. 
But this condition of material thinglcl 
may be analyzed and disclOfled to the 
mind. But duality in the realm or 

mind ;>.nd heart are not 80 casy to dIs
cern. It is impenetruble to the senses, 
but not to the eye of the soul. JesuH 
said, • Flesh and blood hath not revealed 
it to thee, but the Spirit of my Father.' 

"Now in the appearance of the great 
Bab, in the lives and teachings of BAH A.

'O'LLAH and of the C('nter of the Cov
enant, .Abdul-liMa, we find the Mes
~ngers of the Ages. The voices of this 
world call to tlle swamp and the mirage. 
But the voice of the T rue One calls to 
the heavenly Path. This is attained 
through SlIcrifice. These friends who 
havc come from the East represcnt the 
martyrs of PerRis. When Badi offercd 
himself, he came from dIe lIoIy Pres
encc a Dew creation. It is from this 
type that OUl' dear friends have come. 
We welcome them to Amcrica. They 
have brought us happiness and unity." 

Mr. Hooper narris, in part ssid; 
.. What do we mean by divine Revela
tion' The words, prcecpts and teach
ings which come through the Prophets 
of God, with the authority of God. The 
Prophet of God always speaks with au
thority. Thus it was with Jesus, who 
voiced the power alld great inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit. In these latter days 
the torrent of revelation has again come 
to us. The authoritative will of God 
by His dominion and power is divine 
Revelation. 

"God has revealed ITimsclf in this 
day to teach us what civilization really 
is. All that is good in the Christian 
civilization must be traced to J csus 
Christ, whose influcnce was transcend
ent, but whose example is now refused. 
But He brought victory to those who 
really followed Him. How wonderful 
was He! How much more so than Plato 
and the othcr great philosophers! The 
power of the Words of Jesus chang<-d 
the hearts and stirred the souls to action 
and sacrifice. So, too, the Prophets of 
God are greater than the scientists. The 
war has shown that the greatest fruits of 
science may be used for WILSie and de
struction. Civili1.ation based upon sci-
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once alone may result in horror. But 
the moral uplift of the world is divine 
Revelation. This is the source of true 
science nnd pure morals. Moses, Christ. 
Mohammed, in tum appeared nod 
brought true civilization to the world. 
Today the world needs and is begging 
for a great leader, one who can speak 
with the voice Hnd authority of God. 
The answer of God to the longing of thp 
hearts and urgent call is the Voice of 
His Grcatest Manifestation, BAIL\
'O'LLAH and the Light of the Center of 
His Covenant, Abdul-Balla. to 

Chairman Lunt: ·'BAUA'ci'l.LAll has 
spoken of the inward ealm light, but 
outward fire. Let us beware lest this 
fire be without its flame. Fire is the 
power aud fl.ame is the evidence. ' .A 
falcon preys not on a dead mouse!'" 

Jenabi Fazel l\Iazandarani of Persia 
spoke: "There arc two powers and pos_ 
sessions in man, the powers of morality 
and spirituality. These cause distinc
tion in man. One who lacks them is a 
mere animaL There is no doubt that 
man needs an education for his soul ami 
morals. History proves that without 
education man cannot attain. The great
est morality is love. Love and unity 
cause the honor, and prosperity of man 
and his entrance into the Kingdom of 
God. All the holy l\Ianifestations came 
for this purpose, to cause love and unity_ 
The heavenly books revcal this as thcir 
sole aim, to perfect hUlllanity in love 
and unity. All tile diseord in thc world 
is brought about by ignoranee. Peoplc, 
because of this, flee from purc religion 
and cUng to imitations and forms. Their 
religion is like a mirror that is rusty. 
This rust causes wars and bloodshed. 

"The first principlcs of rcligion arc 
unchangeable; but the secondary prin
ciples of religion meet the exigencies of 
time. The only difference lies in mat
ters of secondary importance. It is un
fortunate that people do not consider the 
important things but look only at the 
outward forms. BAHA 'o'LL.nt has arisen 
from the horizon of Persia and has 

taught the unity of all religions. TIis 
Book is most effective and influential. 
With our own eyes we can see that di
vinc power dispels differences. What 
both our eycs and our hcarts see can.not 
be dcnied. The beautiful structure is 
before our eyes. The East was formerly 
~ centcr of fanaticism. People were so 
ignorant that they thought murder 
praiseworthy. They thought it would 
bring thcm nearer to God. This was not 
flccording to the Holy Books but the 
rCHult of superstition. But since the 
teachings of BAH A 'O'LLAH have spread, 
different nations arc in the utmost love. 
The Jews, vcry superstitious and fanati
cal, did not formcrly accept Christ. 
Now many of them have entered under 
this standard. Different mcn of differ
ent races and re1igioILS so mingle in 
Bah.ai meetings that peoplc cannot tell 
one from another. Can there be greater 
proof of the power of God! 

"Were it not for thc Bahai Cause the 
people of thc world would be flccing 
from religion. BAUA 'o'LLAn says, 'All 
ore branches of one tree, one race, one 
creatioll.' Put aside blind imitation. 
Try every day to promote the prosperity 
of the world. " 

TDlItD SESSIO}I OF THE 
CO}lVENTIO}I. 

On April 28th many of the friends 
gathered in an early morning prayer 
meeting around the Bourgeois model of 
the Mashrekol-Azkar, wbich had been 
adopted by the Convention. There was 
concentration in praycr and reading of 
the verses and Jenabi Fa1.e1 MBzan
darani chanted in Persian. 

The new 'femple Unity Board, whose 
selection was completed at this session, 
are: William H. Randall, Roy C. Wil
helm, Alfrcd E. Lunt, Corinne True, 
May Maxwell, Mountfort Mills, Albert 
R. Vail, Louisc D. Boyle and Frederick 
W. D'Evelyn. 

The new Committee of Nineteen Oll 

Teaching, as appointed by the Gonven-
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tion, arc: Messrs. Randall. 11ills, Schef. 
fler, McConaughy, (George) Latimer, 
.MacNutt, Wilhelm, Sohrab and IVe8; 
)fesdamcs Parsons, Haney, Ledyard, 
Slater, Barton-Peeke, Cooper, French, 
Maxwell, Cowles of Montreal and Rice
Wray. 

A Tablet from Abdul-Baha about the 
Tarbiat Schoo! in Persia and a report 
of the work were given to the Conven
tion by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab. Fund, 
for this noble work can now reach tbe 
school if scot to AIrs. Louise D. Boylc, 
2602 Wisconsin Ave., Washington, D. C. 
The name of our beloved aud a&CE:nded 
brother, Joseph H. Hanncn, is glori
ously connected with this noble work. 
The Convention honored his ble~ecl 
memory by the adoption of a resoln
tion of praise presented by Urbain J. 
Ledoux and Mrs. Marie A. Watson. 

lIARRIAOE OF JUANITA STORCH 
A~'D AHMAD SOHR.AB. 

On this afternoon, in the midst of R 

joyful compauy, the marriage of Miss 
Juanita Marie Storch, daughter of Mrs. 
Johanna Storch, of Oakland, CaliI., and 
:Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, of Isphahan, Per· 
!!:ia, was solemnized. 'I'hc surroundings 
were beautiful, the large assembly hall 
of the Engineering Societies' Building 
being u.'!Cd , the architectural attractions 
of whieh were increased by spring flow
ers and SQuUul music. Tableta were 
read by Mr. William R. Hoar and Mr. 
Howard ~fRcNutt. The spiritual !ltmo!!· 
phere WtlS intensified by the harmonious 
blending of EMt and West. The pM! 
and present were linked in the two cere· 
monies. That of the Episcopal Church 
was rcad by Dr. William N. Guthrie of 
~ev.· York. The Creative Words of nup· 
tial union, with their brief but illl ' 
ple"ivc majesty, wcre read by &v. 
Howard C. Ives: 

"Verily, we are content with thc Will 
of God!" 

"Verily, we are satisfied with the De· 
sire of God!" 

This attitude of heart and soul VI the 

mea.ns of creating loving companionship 
throughout all the worlds. Miss Rouhieh 
Jones was maid-ot.honor. The bride 
was given in marriage by Mr. William 
H. Hoar and Dr. Frederick W. D'Evelyn 
was best man. 

FOURTH SESSION OF THE BABAl 
CONGRESS. 

On the last night of the Congress, Mr. 
Howard ~laeNutt, Chairman, read a 
prayer revealed by Abdul·Baha, after 
which he said: "We have reached the 
end of our glorious Convention, not con.· 
vention, but a foretaste of Heaven. In· 
vigorated by a new breath of the Spirit 
of God, the Holy Spirit has overpowered 
me. The bestowals of the Covenant have 
dcscended upon us as upon Zecharia8 
of old. It has come in proportion to our 
unity and even in greater proportion. 
The Holy Spirit has descended upon us, 
eclipsing self. Heavenly love and unity 
have characterized this Convention. By 
our spiritual attitude it has descended 
upon us as the bounty of God. What 
endless and supenlal vision it has lent 
us! It is as tho marriage of the Lamb 
and the Bride, pure and spotless, com· 
ing down out of heaven. This love iR 
the real message and the greatest proof. 
Each messenger declares his Divinity 
and brilliant soula arise and accept his 
Divinity. This Divinity i9 the source 
of his power. In' the time of the end' 
all the Divine messengers merge and 
blend. By their fruits they are known. 
Today the Bahais speak a new language. 
It is not the outer words but the tongue 
of the heart. One day Abdul-Baha said 
to me, 'You have long been a Bahai 
teacher, what is your method" Ire· 
plied that I tried to find a point of con· 
tact and then to teach. He replied, 'Re
verse this. Give him the mes.qage, flood 
him with light, proclaim the Covenant.' 
The oneness of humanity runs through 
his message. It is the oriflamme of love. 
It covers everything. The whol(' crea· 
tion groans, awaiting the liberty of the 
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sons of Ood. The Bahais strive not for 
money, but for souls." 

Mrs. Zoraya ChamberJain was the next 
speaker: "'You are loosed from your 
aneient superstitions, destroying tbe 
foundation of humanity!' This was the 
salutation of Abdul.Baba when in Lon
don, in his greeting to the Western 
world, awakening the universal race can· 
liCiousness. And Abdul-Baha told the 
story of the JlIajnoon of love. The di
vine love is ideal freedom. Be free, like 
the balloon that has no rope of attach
ment to catch in the tree tops! Fellow. 
ship! Unity I That is the cry! This 
is the new CODflCiollSllPSS. There are dif· 
ferent colors, viewpoints, pro-conceived 
ideas. But all agree in the new dawn. 
Mirza Abut Fazl said the important 
thing to know is the greatne1:18 of the 
Day in which we live. Agree on this 
and there will be agreement about other 
things. " 

Miss Juliet. Thompson, presiding, read 
from the Words of Abdul-Bah telling 
how the Spirit confers "that brilliant 
intuition which is independent of tui
tion." She then introduccd DI·. Wil
liam N. Guthrie as one who was ever 
demonstrating at St. Marks, in the Bow
ery, onc of the great Bahai principles. 
the oneness of religion. 

The subject of Dr. Guthrie was, 
"Leaves from the greatcr Bible." He 
said that truth could be presented ali 
well humorously as solemnly and there· 
upon made a plea for tolerance which 
entertained with its pithy statements 
IUld proved the speaker's standing as n 
scholar and philosopher. Somc of his 
pungent snyings were: 

"To know and study man, visit the 
lOO!" ITe probably had in mind the 
animal nature in man, which is one side 
of, but not the reality of man. 

"Love the things that disagree with 
you because they agrre with somebody 
else. " 

"I want you to be you Hnd nobody 
else. " 

"Every man who is really f'du('at('d 

and intelligent is tolerant. The name 
of ignorance is bigotry. II 

.. All religions are true and beneficial 
and from God. The best religion is the 
most lovable." 

"Every one can see the devil, but only 
rare souls can sec God." 

"The Greater Bible is all the Bibles." 
"Mountain peaks can see each other 

and therefore admire each other; val
leys cannot, therefore hate eaeh other." 

"Beautiful things will vindicate char
acter when beautilully presented." 

""'~riends share all things, p\'en pray
ers. " 

!\frs. A. S. Parsons, jlUlt orr the steamer 
and returning from h('r pilgrimage to 
the holy Shrine snd meeting with 
Abdul-BBba, brought a beautiful mes
sage. Abdul-Baha gave this message 
April 15th. The spirit of it was; "Ye 
must think now of spiritual affairs. Try 
to enlighten the minds and spread the 
teachings of BAll.A 'O'LLAH, which bring 
light to the darkness. 'fhe snows of dis
sention are melted by the Sun 'of B.U1A

'O'LLAll. This is the true life. It makes 
the blind sec, the lame walk and brings 
heavenly assurance." 

The next day he said: •• You are now 
on your way home. For each one there 
is a message. My grectin!ts to all my 
dear friends, the servants of B ,\HA

'O'LLAll and for this reason dcar to mI.' . 
I am always praying for them ; that they 
lIlay attain the height of Guidance, thl'll 
they may not be comfortJess; that they 
may live in accord and that they may 
be physicians of the sick." 

Mme. Ahmad Sohrab, the bride, hf'Te 
read a Tablct which told of the impreg
nable condition found in the Covenant, 
the fortified fort.rcss of the religion. 

Mirza Ahmad SohrRb, with power and 
penetration. proclaimed the Covenant. 
He RIlid: "The power of the Covenant 
makes possible this luminous gatherinl! 
in which l<~ast and Wcst are united anf"l 
the bounties of the Lord of Hostfl ap· 
pear. \Ve are all the childrcn of Abdul
Baha. We arc the creation of his lo\'{'. 
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Eost and West, we earry the banner of 
love. PrH.ise be to God, the Bahais lulVc 
a Center, not human, but divine! It is 
the rock of agcs and the eternal light 
and inspiration. The light and power 
of God malie this day glorious. We fecI 
it! We are thrilled with it 1 It is the 
new spirit of brotherhood. It is fl'{lm 
the heavenly rose-garden of God. Let 
us aim to make in this garden, filled with 
thl' lInclllonit'S of divine love, heavenly 
bcill~, angelll! Enough of animalism! 
Ko\\' we need heavenly joys! The basis 
of these joys is universal and eternal in 
the hearts of HiN friends. All who have 
h('ura the mc."ISage find it ncccs.<;ary to 
go to the Center of divine Truth. 'rhe 
longing for the true One is ullivcl"!j81. 

" 'Go even to China to find a divine 
man!' l'UIys Emerson. )1en of the West 
go to Area to learn not only how to 
teach but how to liye. The life of 
Abdul ·naha is a book to be made a part 
of one's lite. He is up before sunrise, 
offering his prayers at the threshold of 
the Almighty. He f,!0e8 about doing 
good, yisiting the sick and the poor and 
often interrupted in his work by calb!. 
During all this period he is constantly 
busy, teaching and eJtplaining the 
Words of D.mA'O'LLAH. Oftcn he reo 
ceives the governor and others. Pil
grims come in dOl':eos. The two pil
grim houses are filled to overflowing. 

• Often two sleep in the same bed. Often 
the house is 80 crowded that there is 
hardly room for a rat to ruu from one 
chair to another. The Master iA in good 
health and keeping very well." 

A harp solo by :nliss Anna W. Law
rence was pleasing and refreshing. 

Jenabi Fazel Mazandarani spoke brief
ly: • 'We are late but it is necessary to end 
in prayers, and to beg for confirmation 
and assistance to act in His path. Babai 
meetings are for the sake of God. They 
have no other purpose save the investi
gation of truth. This is the aim of all 
the people of thc world. You know the 
existing religions are blind imitations 
or inherited superstitions. Jew follows 

Jew; Christian follows Christian. 
Opinions are accepted without proof. 
But tbere is one religion that has few 
tollowers and that is the religion of in
vcstigation. If you have difficulties 
eome to the Sahai centers and they will 
gladly tell you the Truth. 

"This is the time of feasting among 
Bahais in different parte of the world. 
BAHA 'O'U,All was exiled from Persia. 
Both Persia and Turkey attempted his 
destruction. They opposed his words 
and were hostiJe to bis teachings. TIe 
resisted dissentions and eaIJed the pe0-

ple to unity. From outward appearance 
ull was against him. But the Manifesta
tion was supported by divine confirma
tion. Prophecies are fulfiUed in the 
coming of BAnA 'O'LLAH and today 'East 
Hnd \Vest ~k the prC!:!ence of tbe Mas
ter ... 

1\lirza E. Shirazi of Cairo, a student 
of the University of Beirut, who came 
from the East on the same steamer 
that brougbt the party of Mrs. Parsons, 
made a pleasing addresa and described 
tbe sweet humility, universal love, kind
ness and sen-icc which entered into a 
day in which he was permitted to ob
serve the life of Abdul-Baba. 

A clO6ing prayer ended what pro.ed 
to be an extraordinary sedon of t.he 
Congress for teaching. The large gath
ering of friends dispersed, but hearts 
a~d minds were filled to overBowinll 
With the treasures of the Kingdom and 
the jewels of God. The Spirit of His 
Holiness BABA. 'o'Lr .. AD, in sweet com. 
mcmoration affected friends and strang
ers. Tbe Convention and its attendant 
meetings were as rays from the heart of 
Abdul-Baba. The brilliant Orb of the 
Covenant shone in the work of the Con
vention, where- nearly aU important de
cisions were reached by a unanimous 
vote. The teaehing efforts were con
firmed by this mighty power of love 
which brightens the mind, mellows the 
heart and attracts Rouls to the pathway 
of All-Glorious Light. 
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TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA 

o thou STAll 0' THE WESTI 
Be thou happy! Be thou happyl Should!! thou continue to remain firm and eternal, ere 

long, thou shalt become the Star of the East and shalt spread in every country and clime. 
Thou art the first paper of the Bahais which is organized in the country of America. Al
though for the present thy subscribers arc limited, thy form is sma]) and thy voice weak, yet 
~houldst thou stand unshakable, become the object of the attention of the friends and the 
center of the generosity of the leaders of the faith who are firm in the Covenant, in the fu
lure thy subscriters will become hosts after hosts like unto the waves of the sea; thy volume 
will increase, thy arena will become vast and spacious aIld thy voice and fame will be raised 
and become world-wide-and at last thou shalt become the first paper of the world of human
Ity. Yet all tbelle depend upon /irmne81 flrmne8l, flrmnu,/ 

(SiKned) ABlIUL-BAHA ABBAS. 

TABLET FROM ABOUL-BAHA 
o ye apostles of BABA'O'u-AB-May my life be a ransom to you! 

. . . . Similarly, the Magazine, the STAR OP 'THE WEST. must be edited in the utmost 
regularity, but its contents must be the promulgator of the Cause of God-so that both in the 
East and the \Vest, they may become informed with the most important events. 

(Signed) ABDUL-BAH A ABBAS. 

STAR OF THE WEST FOUNDATION 
Northeaslern Stotts: HOOPER HARRIS. Wtslern Stolts: HELEN S. GooDAl.L. 
Southern S totts: Dominion of Canada: MAY MAXW[LL. 

Vol. 11 

Cm/ral Stalts: ALBEJlT VAIL, CARL SOU:FFUf.R. 
Editorial Staff: ALBERT R \VINDUST-GUTllUDJ. BUIKJ;)lA-DR. ZIA M. BAG\lJlDI 

Honorary Member: MIRZA AH)(AlI SOBRAB 

Azamat 1,76 (May 17, 1920) No 4 

"Peace is unachievable save through the power of the 
Word of God" 

REC~NT 'fABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA TO L. n. NASH 

To his honor, :'ITr. L. B. Nash, Portland, Oregon-Upon him be RUU'O'LL.\H 

EI-Abha! 
He Is Godl 

o thou servant of God! 
Thy letter was received, and was the cause of gladness. Thou hust expressed 

thy ardent wish that I should attend the Peace Congress. I do not present. 
myself at snch political conferences, for the establishment of peacc is unachiev
II ble save through the power of the Word of God. When a Conference is con
vened, representative of all nations and working under the influence of the 
'Vord of God, then Universal Peace will be established, but otherwise it is impos
sible. 

At prcscnt it is eertain that temporary peace is established, but it is not 
lasting. All governments and nations have become tired of war, of the difficul
ties of travel, of huge expenditures. of the loss of life, of the affliction of womeD, 
of the great number of orphans, und are driven by force to peace. But this 
peace is not permanent, but tempOl·ury. 

We hope that the power of the Word of God will establish a peace that shall 
eternally remain effective and secure. 

Convey on my behalf to all the family, greetings and kindncss. 
Upon thee be Baha-EI-Abha! 

(Signed) AsouL-BAHA ABBAS. 

(Translated by Shoghi Rabbani. Bahjeh, Acea, Palestine, July 22, 1919. ) 
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"We desire but the good of the world and the happiness of tbe nations j that all nations 

shall become one in faith and all men as brothers; thai the bonds of affection and unity be
tween the sons of mcn shall be strengthened, that diversity of religion shall ceast and differ
ences of race be annulled. So it shall be; these fruidess strifes; these ruinous wars shall 
pass away, and the 'Most Great Peace' shall comc."-BAHA'O'Ll.AH. 
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(From the New York American, May 23, 1920.) 

Bahai Temple Strikes New Art Note 
Louis Bourgeois' Model for $1,500,000 Structure Combines Essence of All 

Architectural Systems. 

By PEYTON BosWELL. 

ON the shore of Lake Michigan, just a 
little ways north of Chicago, the 

Bahai Movement is soon to begin the 
erection of a Temple of Peace. Many 
persons who have seen the model for this 
building, which is the work of the archi
tect and scnlptor, Louis Bourgeois, say 
that the great Temple will be the most 
beautiful modern structure in the world. 
Some go so far as to say that it will be 
the most beautiful structure ever erected. 
A large model of the Temple, filling 
almost an entire room, is now on exhi
bition at the Kevorkian Galleries, No. 40 
West Fifty-seventh street. 

The Bahai Temple of Peace, whose 
doors will never close, day or night, and 
in which every person may worship, will 
cost about $1,500,000, Its outer covering 
will be of cream colored terra coUll.. It 
will be 225 feet in diameter and 180 
feet high, 

Mr, Bourgeois' model was selected by 
a committee of forty-nine. This com
mittee was ready to approve the design, 
but because the structure differed from 
any other building that had ever beeD 
erected, they felt that they needed guid
ance, before making the formal accept
ance, from an architect who could tell 
them whether it was practical. 

They called in Mr, H. Van Buren 
Magonigle, president of the Architc('
tural League. Without being apprised 

of the preference of the committee, Mr. 
Magonigle studied all the models sub
mitted and quickly selected that of Mr. 
Bourgeois, His verdict was: .. It is the 
first new idea in architecture since the 
thirteenth century. I want to see it 
erected. " 

The Bahai Temple of P'eace combines 
within itself all the lovely elements of 
all the types of architecture that man 
has ever devised. This may at first 
sound rather discouraging to students 
of art who know how inspirationless 
eclectic works usually are. If a painter 
tries to combine all the good points of all 
the schools of painting he invariably 
gets a picture that is tame and unin
teresting. It is the individual method 
that counts. 

But, after looking at Mr. Bourgeois' 
model for his beautifnl Temple, listen 
to him explain, in a voice trembling with 
enthusiasm, just how he came to com
bine all styles of architecture in his 
design : 

"The Bahai Movement," says Mr. 
Bourgeois, "is a fusing of the essential 
spiritual elements of all religions and 
all philosophies. Stripped of the per
sonalities of their founders and subse
quent leaders, all sects are found to 
have very much the same divine basis. 
All the teachings that have held the 
minds of men and ennobled them are 
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found to be very much alike in essence. 
The doctrines of Christ. of Buddha and 
of Mohammed greatly resemble each 
other. As with religions 80 it is with 
architecture. H you resolve the differ
ent architectural systems to their ideal
istic bnsis, laying aside all extreme 
forms, you will see that they harmonize 
so perfectly that they can be blended 
without one discordant note. That is 
what I have tried to do in the Temple 
of Peace-to combine all arehitectural 
modes into a symbol of the Baliai Move
ment. " 

With a burst or enthusiasm the sculp
tor-architect declares: " It is B.UlA'· 
'O'LLAU 'S Temple. I am only the chan 
nel through which it came!" 

In its general shape the Temple gives 
one the feeling of a spiritual symbol 
arising with an inevitable fitness, from 
the very earth. 

The first story breathes the spirit of 
welcome. It is in the form of a nine
pointed star. Nine C'ircular exedras 
curve into tho building, with R great 
doorway in the center of each, so that 
from whatcvcr side one approaches, the 
strnctnre seems to extend its arms in 
welcome and embrace. The first story 
in its simplicity "lIggesls the Greek and 
Egyptian temples. while the treatment 
of the doors and windows is Roman
esque in form, and the intricacy and 
-beauty of the ornamentation suggests 
the Gotbic and the Arabic. 

The second story, beautiful in its win
dowed elegance, is renai!;sance in line, 
but purely Gothic in the interlaccd 
arches of its openings. 

The third story is rellui!lSB.llCe ill feel
ing, restful and quiet. Abovc it rises 
the lovely dome, which suggest the 
BYl'.antine, while above the closed top is 
a unique feature-the beams of the 
dome arising like hands clasped in 
prayer,80 as to give the feeling of ascen
sion and aspiration found only in Gothic 
towers. 

An intricate system of ornamentation 
covers the columns, surrounds the win-

dows and doors and comprises the dome 
itself, and in this one deciphers symbols 
of all the religions of the world, inter
lacing and blending perfectly. 

Here are the swastika cr088, most an
cient of all; the circle; the triangle; tbe 
double triangle, known as Solomon's 
seal, the symbol of the sun, the five
pointed star rcpresenting the Man-Sa\"
iour, be lIe called Christ , Buddha or 
)lohammed; the Christian cross; the 
Greek cross, and finally, tbe Bahai sym
bol of the nine-pointed star. 

There is a very human Ride to thc 
modeling of the Temple or Pcacc. Mr. 
Bourgeois has had the Templc in mind 
for nine years, but it never began to 
take definite forlll until four years ago, 
after he had attended the convention of 
the Bahai Movement in Boston. Then, 
suddenly, in an hour's time, the archi
tect sketcbed the lower story of the 
Temple. At first he thought he could 
model the slrncture in three months, but 
he found that, so colossal was the task, 
that it took three years. 

Now the architect is not rich, and he 
real ized that if he worked at bis model 
the family income would cease. His 
wife is also an artist, bu~ sympathizing 
with his work, she bought a little store 
in West Englewood, New Jcrsey, where 
they live, and while he worked with the 
plaster, she sold ice cream and candy 
and other wares to the people of the 
community. 

When he needed plaster for his first 
carving and was out of mOlley, he wcnt 
into the garden, filled his wife's clothes 
hasket with Dorothy Perkin.'! roses, which 
covcred the arbor, carried them to New 
York and sold them for five dollars, with 
which he bought the needed material. 

ITe says his wife is really the "Tem
ple builder;" for, bad it not been for 
her sympathy and cheerful sacrifice, he 
never would have carried to completion 
the gigantic work. 

The Bahai Movement will surround tbe 
great Temple with a community that will 



STAR OF THE WEST 85 

conform with it in spirit, for on the 
shore of Lake J.fichigan, around the 
beautiful grounds, will be erected a 
series of buildings devoted to the appli-

cation of true religion to liie a hos
pital, an orphan Bsylum, a hospice or 
house of hospitality, a guild house and 
a university, among other enterprises. 

Persian-Indian Style of Architecture 
As explained by CHARLES l\IASON REMEY, who submitted a model at the Twelfth 

Annual Convention of the Mashrekol-Azkllr. 

AS one becomes familiar with the 
Bahai Teacbing and its principles 

and as one seeks to apply these in his 
life it is the mOilt natural thing in the 
world that he should desire to express 
these principles and religious ideals in 
the terms and language of his own art, 
craft or profession. As with counties." 
others such was my own experience. 
Since my connection with the Bahai 
Cause, during the past twenty years, 
in the pursuallce of my study of 
architecture at home and abroad in 
many parts of the world, I ha'-e 
had constantly in mind the great 
Rahai Mashrekol-Azkar, the first of its 
kind to be e~ted in Amcrica. my dr
sire being that I might be able to ex
press in terms of architecture an offer
ing toward this great temple. 

This absorbing interest has led me, 
during the past twelve yean to make a 
series of architectural studies and pre
liminary designs for this edifice show
ing treatments of varying dimensions in 
nine differcnt styles of architecture. 
Thcse were offcred to Abdul-Baha in the 
hope that this work might be of some 
service whcn thc time arrived for thc 
formulation of a building design for the 
Mashrekol-Azkar. 

When the word was received from 
Abdul-Baba that a choice of designs sub
mitted for the Mashrekol-At.kar was to 
be made by the delegates scated in this 
Twclfth Annual Convention of Bahais 
in Amcrica held in New York, April 26-
28, 1920, 1 felt moved to make, in addi
tion to thc drawings already mentioned, 
a set of models of the onc of my designs 
which was done in the Persian-Indian 

style in order to present to the Conven
tion in as graphic and as concrete a 
manner as possible the salient features 
of this design, which, in my estimation, 
so far as I now unden1and the matter 
as viewed from points both practical and 
spiritual, is, I feel , thc best suited of 
my preliminary studics to meet this 
present problem. With the cxecption of 
this design in the Persian-Indian style. 
which is of quite modest dimensions, 
each of my othcr eight designs are too 
large in size and of too costly construc
tion to be considered. Moreover, with 
the exception of the Arabian, 1\Ioorish 
and Persian designs, the others were Dot 
sufficiently oriental in character to sat
isfy the requirements of the problem in 
hand. Therefore between these practi
('a1 and aesthetic conditions thcre seemed 
to us to be but this one of my designs 
to featurc. 

Since Abdul-Baha ordered the Con
veution to choose one from among the 
designs which had been offcred for the 
Mashrekol-Azkar, I did nat deem it ad
visable to prepare any new dcsigns, nor 
to alter those whicb I had previeusly 
made. The models and the large draw
ings of this Persian·Indian design, which 
I am offering together with my first 
drawings, are merely enlargements and 
devclopments of the original design. 
There have been no changes in the style 
of the design, its treatment or dimen-

• 
SIOllS. 

While engaged in this work my con
cept of an architectural treatment for 
the Masbrek:ol-Azkar underwcnt many 
changes and modificatiolls. J Il consider
ing a style for the first design made, 
the Byzantiue then 8uggested itself to 
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me as combining in one complete and 
developed style of architecture, the char
acters of both the orient and the occi
dent. Later on in the work I made 
studies in various other styles from the 
classic to the ultra modern which work 
included some of the styles or the orient. 
Toward the close of this study T re
ceived an excerpt from a Tablet of 
Abdul-Baha '8 addressed to Mrs. Kate 
Ives in which he mentioned the Ma$hre
kol-Azkar as follows: 

"That Divine Form manifested itself 
in America and entered the great Tem-

perfect development in the l\Iashrekol
Azkar of future generations. I have 
been pleased to note latterly that the 
majority of the people who have seen 
my preliminary drawings have expressed 
a preference for the Persian and the 
Persian-Indian styles. 

The Persian style of architecture was 
developed under the influence brought 
into Persia by the early Moslem civili
zation. Some of its grandest applica
tions are found in the mosques of Espha
han, Khoum, Kashan, and Khazvin, 
while the same style is found in these 

Charln Mallo n Remey and the m odel he aubmltted In the Penlan_Indlan IItyle of 
Architecture. 

pIe which shall soon be constructed 
therein. This glorious Temple resem
bles the oriental edifices and soon you 
will see it erected thcre with a most 
solid foundation and strongest basis." 

Furthennore, I learned it was reported 
that Abdul-Baha showed a picture of the 
Taj-Mahal to Mr. P-W-, suggesting 
that the Mashrekol-Azkar have a similar 
entrance. 

These words of Abdul-Baha quite rev
olutionized my thought regarding the 
style for this first great Bahai Tem
ple to be erected here in the west. With 
time and more study the architecture 
of the orient has made itS appeal more 
and more to me as being the best suited 
of all styles as a foundation for, and a 
first step toward, the universal style of 
world architecture eventually to find its 

and other cities, successfully applied to 
such buildings as bazaars, caravansaries, 
palaces, colleges, gateways, bridges, and 
other civic structures. 

The lower wall surfaces of the more 
elegant of these buildings are often re
vetted with slabs of marble, while the 
main walls and upper parts are 1l8Ually 
in stone, brick, terra cotta, and brightly 
col()red tiles. Though some of these 
buildings have stood for centuries, the 
coloring in many instances remaiJl8 quite 
fresh and even brilliant. 

The richness in 00101' decoration of 
the domes and minarets of the Persian 
mosques, rising from a foreground of 
gardens and silhouetted against a ci()ud
less sky, is memorable and very beauti
ful. This style of decoration, 80 in 
harmony with its oriental environment, 
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has a charm of its own, to which many 
Persian writers, as we11 as foreigners 
traveling in that country, have testi
fied. 

The Indian style of architecture, 
which is an adaptation of the Persinn 
);tylc, had its development during the 
Mogul rule in India. Some of the finest 
cxamples of this style are found in th(' 
vicinity of Delhi, India '8 ancient capital, 
while the world-famous Taj-Mahal near 

the city of Agra, is without doubt the 
best known and by many the most ad
mired building of the epoch. 

The Taj-Mahal is finished within and 
without with white marble inlaid with 
jasper, lapis lazuli, and other semi
prceious stones. It is surrounded by a 
garden intersected by waterways sepa
rated by richly colored flowers and foli
age, and produces an effect of beauty 
beyond the power of words to describe. 

Recent Tablets from Abdul-Baha to Mirza Ahmad Sohrab 
To his hOllor, Mirza Ahmad Sohrnb, 

New York City-Upon him be BAllA

'O'UAH EI-Abha! 

lIe Is God! 

o thou servant of the Holy Threshold! 
Praise be to God, that the events of 

the Cause from the East and the West 
are conducive to the utmost rejoicing. 
The fame of His Highness BAHA 'O'LLAH 
has encircled the orient and tbe ocei· 
dent, and the voice of the promotion 01 
the Cause has reached the Supreme Con
COUl'8C. 

According to what they have written 
from California, you have become fttUy 
confinned in service in that region. This 
is the result of the promise that I have 
made to thee. Today, wb080cver is a 
herald of the Covenant, he becomes tri· 
umphant and victorious by the cohorts 
of the Orb of Regions and is honored 
and the object of the glances of merei· 
fulness. God willing, the event of your 
wedding, ere long, will likewise come to 
pass. In Convention this year it must be 
unquestionably solemnized. 

The School of Tarbiat used to receive 
some assistance from the American 
friends. Undoubtedly, you have this 
matter in mind. If a contribution could 
be forwarded through the Convention, it 
would be very acceptable. 

Thou hast written that if a Persian 
teachcr could come to those states and 
travel for awhile, it would be most 
timely; therefore we have written to 
Persia and ere long a ripened soul with 

an interpreter will be forwarded, so that 
for a time he may mako a tour through
out America and then return. Undoubt
edly in their reception you will demon
strate the utmost magnanimity. 

Likewise, yourself, at the opportunf' 
time, travel throughout all the states and 
with the utmost exhilaration and tumult 
raise the call of the Covenant~ thus the 
favors of the Orb of Regions may en· 
circle the globe. 

Upon thee be Baha-EJ·Abhal 
(Signed ) ABOUlrBAHA ABBAS. 

(Translatcd by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, 
1Tarch 27, 1920, Washington, D. C. ) 

[Portion of a Tablet received by Mrs. 
Ella C. Cooper of Sao Francisco, Cali· 
fornia , in regard to Mil·1'..8. Ahmad Soh
rab's trip in the West:] 

He ], God! 
o thou beloved daughter! 

Thy detailed letter, datcd December 
7th, 1919, written to Shoghi Effendi, was 
received. Tts contents produced the ut
mOBt rejoicing for it was indicative of 
the promotion of the divine teachings 
and the attraction of the hearts to the 
Kingdom of the Lord of Hosts. Like
wise, the power and might which became 
manifest from Aga MiM:a Ahmad in the 
diffusion of the teachings and the pro-
mulgatioll of the Word of God. This is 
purely througb the confirmations of God 
and the help and assistance of His JTigh
ness BAHA'O'LLAtl. 

Consider ye, that a youth from Persia, 
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who h8.8 not studied sciences and arts, 
nor is he informed of the political, eco
nomic and social problems, nor is he 
acquainted with all the conditions of the 
east and the west - notwithstanding 
this, he delivers irrefutable lectures be
fore vast audiences and imparts exhil
aration and motion to the souls. This is 
no other save through the confirmations 
of His Highness BAHA'O'LLAH. This is 

'LLAH, and the power of the Covenant, 
otherwise what existence have we' 

Praise be to God, that California is in 
motion and attraction and the souls en
amored with the Kingdom of Abha! 

(Signed) ABDUL-BAllA ABBAS. 

To his honor Mirza Ahmad Sohrab and 
his respected wife-Upon them be 
BAHA 'O'LLAH EI-Abha! 

BAHAI I)l>:LEGATES AND FRIENDS ATTENDING T\' 

Photograph taken on ntepa of Englnet" 

evident and manifest. No soul can deny 
it. For the bestowals of His Highness 
BAHA 'O'LLAH, and the power of His Cov
enant, will make a drop an ocean, thc 
mosquito the eagle soaring toward the 
Supreme Concourse, the tender plant 
the blessed tree, the weak child the pow
erful man, the mustard sced the tower
ing mountain, and the unknown well 
known throughout all the regions. In 
short, all these are through the 
outpourings of IIis TTighness BAllA '0-

He Is God! 

o yc son and daughter of the Kingdom! 
According to what you have written, 

spiritual connections are established be
tween you, and you are contemplating to 
enter the world of matrimony and be
come each other's associate. It is my 
hope that this union become eternal; 
both of you harmonized on the physical 
and spiritual planes and become one in 
the exoteric and esoteric realms;-50 
that you may. spend your days together 
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with the utmost joy and happiness and 
be engaged in tile glorification of His 
llighness BAnA'O'LLAH, because He has 
brought into perfect mutual affiliation 
both the cast and the west and has es· 
tablished sucb a divine communication 
between Persia and America, that a Per
sian and an American have become the 
expression of one soul. 

In brief, 1 supplicate for you can· 

Recite ye together the following prayer: 

o God! 0 God! We are married for 
the love of Thy beauty, longing for the 
fulfillment of Thy good pleasure and 
yearning to devote our lives to Thy serv
ice. 0 Lord! Suffer our bodies to be
come onc body, our spirits the expres
sion of one spirit and assist us with Thy 
confirmations so that we may arise 

ILoI"'T R ANXUAI. MASHREKQL-AZKAR CONVENTION. 

SQclelle~' Uul1dlng, New Yurk City. 

fi rmation and assistance so that ideal af
finity be unveiled betwecn you, both of 
you be occupied with the services of the 
Cause of God and be aided and con
firmed. You must strive to establish 
between yourselves such an affinity and 
love that you may become the object of 
envy to all mankind and your wedding 
may serve as an example, so that similar 
unions may come to pass Yery fre
qnently. 

Upon ye be Hahn-El-Abha! 

wholly to perform Thy services, be de
tached from aught else save Thee, finn 
in Thy Covenant and Testament and 
freed from all else save Thy love. 0 
Lord! Assist us with all these Thy 
favors. 

Verily Thou art the Confirmer, the 
Powerful, the Mighty and the Omni
present! 

(Signed) ABDUL-HAllA ABBAS. 

(Translated by 1o.rirza Ahmad Sohl'lI.b, 
May 7, 1920, New York City. ) 



STAR OF THE WEST 
TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA 

o thou STAR OP THE WEST! 
Be thou happy I Be thou bappy t Shouldlt thou continue to remain firm and eternal, ue 

long thou shalt become the Star of the East and shalt spread in every counlry and clime.. 
Thou art the first paper of the Bahais which is organized in the country of America. AI~ 
though for the present thy subscribers arc limited, thy form is small and thy voice weak, yet 
shouldst thou stand unshakable, become the objc.;:! of the attention of the friends and the 
center of the generosity of the leaders of the faith who are firm in the Covenant, in the fu
ture thy subscribers will become hosts after hosts like unto the waves of the sea: thy volume 
""iIl increase, thy arena will become vast and Ipadous and thY voice and fame will be raised 
and become world-wide-and at last thou shalt become the first paper of the world of human
Itr. Tet all theee depend upon }'Irmneu }'Irmneu. ,otrmne,,! 

(Signed) ABDUL-bAR A ABBAS. 

TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA 
o ye apostles of BARA'O'lLAR-May my life be a ransom to you! 

. . . • Similarly, the Magaune, the STAR OP THE W~T, must be edited in the utmost 
regularity, but its contents must be the promulgator of the Cause of God-so that both in tbe 
East and the West they may be<:ome informed of the most important events. 

(Signed) A:O\}UL-BABA AlIIAS. 

STAR OF THE WEST FOUNDATION 
Northeostern Stotes: Hool'n HA1I.IlIs. Western States: HELEN S. GooDALL. 
SOMthern S totes: Dominion of COlUldo: MAY MAXWELL 

Central Stotes: AUlElI.T VAIL, CAItL ScHUFLER.. 
Editoriol Stoff: ALlIDT R WIN])UST-GEIlIM(JIIJ: BUIKEMA-Da. lIA M. BAGDAD! 

Honorary Member: MIRZA AJIMA\} SOHRAlI 
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Editorial-Memorial to Joseph H. Hannen 
., The School of Tarbiat used to receive 

some assistanc~ from the American 
friends. Undoubtedly, you have this 
matter in mind. If a contribution wuld 
be forwarded through the Convention it 
would be very acceptable." 

When the above extract from a recent 
Tablet to Mirza Ahmad Sohrab was read 
in the Convention many friends arose 
to the fulfillment of this suggestion of 
Abdul-Baha. As our late brother, Jo-

seph Hannen, had 80 faithfully served 
this School of Tarbiat in the west, it was 
suggested that each of the friends COD· 

tribute one dollar to a memorial fund to 
be sent in the name of Brothcr Hannen 
from the Convention. Those of the 
friends who wish to join in this me
morial may send their dollar to Miss 
Nellie Lloyd, 104 Wall Street, New York 
City. 

George Latimer. 

"Set up this esteemed soul in Thy Glorious Kingdom" 
Words of ABDUL-BAHA in eulogy of and supplication for Joseph H. Hannen. 

RECENT TABLET TO PAULINE HANNEN. 

To the beloved daughter, ~Irs. Hannen, 
Washington, D. C.-Upon hcr be 
BAHA 'O'LLAH EI-Abha I 

He Is God! 

o Thou Compassionate Lord! 
Thou knowest the magnitude of my 

sorrow as I engage in this following sup
lication. The favored servant of the 

Kingdom, Mr. Hannen, that pure and 
spotless soul, was the first self-sncrificing 
person in the path of the Merciful One. 
At night he was restless and during thc 
day he was untiring. Not a moment did 
he rest and all his lifetime was conse
crated to the service of the Kingdom. 
In the assemblage of Thy friends he was 
an active member and in the gathering 
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of Thy favored ones an enkindled torch. 
In the horizon of guidance he twinkled 
like a radiant star and in the Abha 
Paradise he appeared a magnificent 
palm. He was an illumined soul, merci
ful, kingly, lordly_ 

At present that bright candle has been 
extinguished in the globe of this mortal 
world that thereby it may shine re
splendently in the globe of the Kingdom. 
That radiant star has set from this world 
below that it may rise effulgently from 
the Supreme IIorizon. 

o Thou Forgiving Lord! 
Set up this esteemed soul in Thy glo

rious Kingdom upon the thrones of ever
lasting sovereignty and make him a 
heavenly prince. Help him to soar in 
the limitless realm and draw him unto 
the close companionship of heavenly 
birds in the hidden world. Immerse 
him in the ocean of Light, and make him 
the prince over the Realm of Mysteries. 
Bring him unto the effulgent concourse 
and help him to attain his object in the 
realm of Thy presence and the heights 
of the Supreme Concourse. 

Thou art the Forgiver, the Pardoner, 
and the Compassionate! 

o thou daughter of the Kingdom! 
This calamity is overwhelming and 

painful, and undoubtedly its effects are 
most severe. A thousand times alas, 
that like unto a star, that glorious per
sonage disappeared from the horizon of 
the immensity of space. He has flrisen 
from a horizon that knows no setting and 
has hastened unto a realm that is in
finite. He has been detached from this 
world below and has attained unto Ever
lasting Life. He has ascended from this 
gloomy world and hastened to the Center 
of Light. 

Grieve not therefore and be not de
spondent. Enkindle his lamp and strive 
that the orchard of his highest wish may 
abound with fruitful trees. Rest thou 
assured in the bounties of the Lord of 
Host<> and endeavor to be confirmed by 
the favors of the glorious Lord. If he 
has disappeared from this plane, grieve 
not, for thou shalt find him in the divine 
realm. Be not sad at this temporary 
separation, thou shalt enjoy eternal com
panionship in the realm above. Be thou 
therefore patient and forbearing, firm 
and assured. 

Upon thee be Baha-EI-Abba! 
(Signed) ABD~BAHA ABBAS. 

(Haifa, Palestine, March 19, 1920. ) 

Recent Tablets from Abdul-Baha to American Bahais 
DR. CHARLES HALL 

To his honor, Dr. Charles Hall, Chica
go, minois-Upon him be BAHA '0-

'LLAli EI·Ahha! 
He Is God! 

o thou servant of God! 
Thy letter was received. Its content<> 

were lofty and sublime and its aim was 
high and wide-reaching. The world of 
humanity is in need of a great ameliora
tion for it is a material jungle wherein 
fruitless trees are flourishing and use
less weeds are abounding. If there is 
at all a fruitful tree, it is overshadowed 
by the fruitless ones and if a flower 
grows in its midst it is hidden and con
cealed. The world of mankind is in need 
of expert gardeners that they ma.y COD-

vert those forests into delectable rosc
gardens, may substitute for these fruit. 
less trees, trees that yield fruit and may 
replace these nseless weeds by roses and 
fragrant herbs. Thus active souls and 
vigilant people are day and night rest
le88. They strive until they are closely 
attached to the divine Kingdom and 
thereby become the manifestations of in· 
finite hounties and the ideal gardeners 
of these forest<>. Thus the world of 
humanity will be wholly transformed 
and the merciful bounties become mani
fest. 

Upon thee be greeting and praise I 
(Signed) ABDUI .... BAHA ABBAS. 

(Translated by Shoghi Rabbani, Acca, 
Palestine, July 26, 1919.) 
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LOUIS G, GREGORY 

To his honor, Mr. Louis Gregory, care of 
his honor, Mr. Hannen, Washington, 
D. C,-Upon him be BAHA'O'LLA.H 
El-Abbal 

He Is God! 
o thou who art firm in the Covenant I 

Thy letters were received. Verily, 
thou hast labored hard in this year's 
Convention and hast served beyond 
thine own endurance. Thou hast more
over, traveled before and subsequent to 
the sittings of the Convention, hast 
served by other ways and means, art 
ever restless and active and hast, with 
thy respected wife, consecrated thy life 
to the service of the Kingdom. Un
doubtedly thou shalt be confirmed and 
assisted. 

Strive with heart and soul in order 
to bring about union and harmony 
among the white and the colored and 
prove thereby the unity of the Babai 
world wherein distinction of color finds 
no place, but where hearts only are 60U-

sidered. Praise be to God, the hearts 
of the friends are united and linked to
gether, whether they be from the orient 
or the occident, from north or from 
south, whether they be German, French, 
Japanese, American, and whether they 
pertain to the white, the black, the red, 
the yellow or the brown race. Varia
tions of color, of land and of race are 
of no importance in the Bahai Move
ment; on the contrary, Bahai unity 
overcomes them all and does away with 
all these fancies and imaginations. 

Convey on my behalf to thy fellow
traveler, ?l.1r. Roy Williams, the utmost 
kindness. I am greatly pleased with 
him and my hope is that in the future 
he may be greatly confirmed. Extend 
on my behalf much kindness to thy n
speeted wife. I never forget her and 
she is ever in my memory. 

Upon thee be Baha-EI-Abha! 
(Signed) ABnUL-BAHA ABBAS. 

(Translated by Shogbi Rabbani, 
Bahjeh, Acea, Palestine, July 24, 1919.) 

Green Acre in 1920 
Green Acre is turning a new radiant 

page in its history this summer. The 
wise and beloved Persian teaciler, Jenabi 
Fazel Mazandarani, whom Abdul-Baba 
in his love bas sent to ns in response 
to the request of the American believers, 
will be in Green Acre for lectures and 
conference. His interprcter, Manucher 
Khan, will conduct a class in Persian. 
Here is a wonderful opportunity for tbe 
American friends to drink from a veri
table fountain of knowledge the pure 
water of the Bahai teaching as it is 
flowing today so gloriously in Persia. 
And here is tbe chance to learn the 
original language in which the "river 
of glory" has been renewing the world 
in these Jatter days. 

There will be many other lectures and 
study classes and those wonderful meet
ings for spiritual communion which are 
so characteristic of tbi" "GrC{!n Aeca 1 ' 

by the "River of Light". It is in these 

meetings that we win a new baptism of 
power to "live the life" which alone can 
illumine the world. 

Mrs. Louise Boyle will conduct a Sunl
mer camp for Bahai Juniors with classes 
in arts and crafts. There the great 
Bahai principles will be taught during 
many hours of pure joy. A more per
fect place for a summer camp devoted to 
play, stndy and spiritual education 
could not be cbosen than the one at Wil
low Cote, Green Acre. 

The Green Acre Fellowship has 
bought the Inn and the surrounding cot
tag6.'l. Now with the Fellowship House, 
the Pines, Mt. Salvat it is ready for 
the visitors and the glorious destiny 
Abdul-Baha has foretold. Full infor
mation about the rooms, oottagas, the 
spiritual program, can be had from Mr. 
William H. Randall, 35 Congress St., 
Boston. 

Albert Vail. 
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ABDUL-BAHA 

Talking with his interpreter in the courtyard to 
P'ilgrims' House at Haifa, Palestine. 

(Photograph taken in 1919) 



STAR OF THE WEST 
"\\'e desire but the good of the world and the happiness of the nations; that all nations 

shaH become one in faith and all men as brothers; that the bonds of affection and unity be
tween the sons of men shall be strengthened, that diversity of religion shall cease and differ
ences of race be annulled. So it shall be; these fruitless strifes; these ruinous wars shall 
pass away, and the 'Most Great Peace' shall comc,"-BAHA'O'll.AH. 
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The Bahai Teaching Convention for the Central States 
HELD IN CHICAGO MA Y 22ml AND 23rd, E120. 

Letter sent out by the Secretary. 

B ELOV ED Bahai brothers and sister;; 
in the Assemblies of the C('ntral 

States; 
The most glorious COIlYention for 

teaching held thus far has, through the 
gl'ftCC of God and the heaycnly bestow
als of our beloved Abdul-Baha, just 
been concluded and in accordance with 
instructions voted, the following report 
of actions taken is being sent to the dif
ferent assemblies of this group. 

A fter statements by Mr. Albert R. 
Vail /lnd Mrs. Annie Parmerton giving 
a report of the actions taken at the Na
tional Convention in New York, which 
statements brought out the fact that 
Dr. Pauline Barton-Pceke, Mrs. Ida n. 
Slater and ]\[1'. Carl Seheftler had been 
chosen as members of the Nationlll 
Teaching Committee for the Centnll 
States, it was voted: 

lst-That these three and two others 
should act as a Commi.ttee of Teaching 
for the Central States. Dr. C. II. Stiles 
of Detroit and "Mrs. Margaret I;affel'ty 
of S1. Louis were chosen as the addi· 
tional member~. 

2nd-Each assembly to raise monthly 
as large an amount of money for teach· 
ing work as possible. 

3rd-The moneys to be collected by 
the local assembly Treasurer, appoint
ed by the House of Spirituality of that 
city; or where the nssembly is too small 
to have a House of Spirituality. the 
Treasurer is to be elected-a majority 
votn electing. 

4th-The Treasurer will send monthly 
one-third of this amount collected to the 

'l'reaslIrer of the 1\ati011al Teaehilll;\' 
Committee, Mr. 'Ym. II. Randall, 35 
Congress St., no~ton , ::o.rass.; one·third 
to be sent to the Treasurer of the Sec
tiQnai Teaching Committee, and one· 
third to be held for local teaching work. 

5tll-'rhe Sectional Teaching Commit
tee orgunize and launch at some time 
Juring the year, deemed by it most suit
able, at least one concentrated teach
ing campaign, consisting of an adequate 
advertisement scheme, a series of lec
tures and to arrange for the mainten· 
MIce of one or more competent teachers, 
who are to do follow·up work for a 
short period after the campaign is con
cluded. 

6th- The city in which this campaign 
is launched to be left to the discretion 
of the Committee with the understand
ing that they will give preference to a 
city located in one of the five states 
mentioned by Abdul-Baha in the first 
'l'ablet addressed to the Central Rtllte~ 
as not having been illumincd by tIl(' 
Glorious Cause through the spl"t'ad of 
the Message. Au OPPOl'tunity, though, 
is to be given to the different assemblies 
in this section to bid for this campai~ 
for their own city, or onc nearby, 
through definite propositions of ('a-op
eration. 

7th-The Teaching Committee to ar· 
l'llng<' that the teachers who are assigned 
to this section by the National Teach
ing Committee, or those who may IIrise 
for the work in this section, will, as reg
ularly liS pog;;ible, or whenevel' the need 
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arises, or the opening is made by the 
local House of Spirituality or Commit
tee, visit for the purpose of teaching 
in 8Uch assembly or city_ 
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8th-The Teachers to travel entirel:'o' 
under the jurisdiction of the Central 
States' Teaching Committee. All com
munications regarding this to be ad
dressed to the Secretary of said Teach
ing Committee. 

9th-The policy of the teacher in a 
city to be determined by the House ot 
Spirituality or the committee of bellev. 
ers in established assemblies. In new 
territory it is left entirely to his or her 
own discretion. 

10th-Each assembly will acquire its 
own literature for teaching purposes. 

11th-Names and addresses of new 
people interested in the Cause to be sent 
through the Secretary of the local as
sembly to the Secretary of the Sectional 
Teaching Committee, who will, in turn, 
send them to the Secretary of the Na· 
tional Teaching Committee. Whenever 
pos.<;ibtc, literature regarding the Cause 
will be sent to such addresses. 

12th-Every believer 1.0 consider it 
his or her duty to bring at least one 
lIew soul into the Cause every year. 

13th-Mrs. Ida B. Slater, Plaza Ho
tel, Chicago, was elected Secretary; Mr. 
Carl Scheffler, 56 E. Congress St., 'l'reas
urer. 

Please present this report to the aa
f'embly in your city at yonr earliest con
venience. It is certain that if every be
lic\'cr and assembly in these parts enter!'! 
upon this work in the spirit of love and 
harmony in which these plans were 
e\'olved and enthusiastically carricd in 
thc Convention, it will rcanlt in accom
plishing what our beloved Abdul-Baha 
is patiently waiting upon the American 
believcrs to carry out. 

With Bahai love and greeting, 
Ida B. Slqter, Secretary, 

Chicago, May 24, 1920. 

Plans of the National Teaching Committee 
Letter sent 01lt by the Secrejary. 

Washington, D. C. 
Uay 25, 1920. 

To all Babai sisters and brothel'S ill 
America-Greetings. 

Dear friends and co-workers: 
The Center of the Covenant, Abdul. 

Baha, instructs us in the Tablet on page 
67, Unveiling QI the Divine Plan, that 
"one of the greatest divine wisdoms re-

garding the appearance of the Holy 
~lal1ifestatiolls is this: that the souls 
may come to know each other 
and that the power of tbe love of God 
may make all of them the waves of one 
sea, the flowers of one rose garden, and 
the stars of one beaven." 

'faking these words much to heart and 
ponderiug' over their meaning, the memo 
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hers of the Teaching Committee appoint. 
ed this year by the delegates to the Con
'"clItion distinctly feel the indissoluble 
bond which binds together all members 
of the Buhai family in a unity born of 
the Spirit. 

As members of this great family, we 
consider it a privilege and a joy to fully 
inform you regarding the teaching pro
gram as thus far outlined :-for, in re
lation to the Center of the Covenant, all 
are equal, especially as lIe whom we 
know to be the CentlU' of life and light 
and love has said: "1 have summoned 
all to the conveying of the Message." 

First you will want to know the per_ 
sonnel of the Teaching Committee as ap
pointed by the delegates to tIle Conven
tion. 

n was thought best to divide the coun
try into fivc-sections or divisions, as des
ignated by Abdul-Baha in the so-called 
Teaching Tablets, and to choose three 
members from eaeh section and four at 
large, making a Committee of nineteen 
members, as follows: 

Nort/ua.st and b:asteNl Division 
Woo. IT. Randall, 35 Congress St., Bos

ton, Mass. 
Mountfort Mills, Apthorp Apt., Broad

way and 78th, New York City. 
11irza Ahmad Sohrab, 415 1Iadisoll Ave., 

New York City. 
SOlttherll Division 

Mrs. A. J. Parsons, 1818 ~ St" N. W., 
Washington, D. C. 

)[rs. R. F. H. Ledyard, 1922 Sunder
land Pl., Washington, D. C. 

Mrs. Mariam Haney, The Mendota, 
Washington, D. C. 

Oentral Division 
?tIrs. Ida B. Slater, Plaza Hotel, Chica

go, m. 
Carl Scheffler, 56 E, Congress St., Chi

cago, Ill. 
Dr. Pauli"nc Barton-Peeke, Rose Build

ing, Cleveland, O. 
Western Division 

Mrs. Ella GoodaH Cooper, San Fran
cisco, Calif. 

George Latimer, 295 Twelfth St., Port
land, Oregon. 

Henry McConaughy, Box 45, Seattle, 
Wash, 

Oanadd 
:Mrs. Wm. S. Maxwell, 716 Pille Ave., 

Montreal, Canada. 
Mrs. Lizzie V. Cowles, 14 Towcr Ave., 

Montreal, Ca.nada. 
Mrs. Mabel Rice-W ray, 68 Peterboro St., 

Detroit, Mich. 
At Large 

1\1rs. Stuart W. French, 363 Grove St., 
Pasadena, Calu. 

Roy C, Wilhelm, 104. Wall St., New 
York City. 

IIoward MaeNutt, 935 Eastern Parkway, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

lIowaTd C. Ives, 1451 Broadway, Room 
206, New York City. 
Immediately alter the close of the 

Convention, the Committee met and ap
pointed "Mrs. Parsons, ChairllJan; Mr. 
Randall, Treasurer, and later, Mrs. 
Raney, Secretary. 

Also from this Committee of Nineteen 
regional secretaries were cboscn, whose 
duty will be to keep the National Teach
ing Committee (through its Secretary) 
informed of the progress of the work in 
their rcspectiYe sections, so that this in
formation may be circulated in ony way 
which will further the teaching service, 
as well as to keep the traveling teachers 
informed regarding the work accom
plished in various parts of the country. 
The name and addn!88 of each regional 
secretary follows: 
Wm. H. Randall, 35 Congress St., Bos

ton, MASS. 

Mrs. Mariam Haney, The Mendota, 
Washington, D. C. 

"Mrs. Ida B. Slatcr, Plaza Hotel, Chica
go, ill. 

George Latimer, 295 Twelfth St., Port
land, Oregon. 

)ll'S. May Maxwell, 716 Pine Ave., Mon
treal, Canada. 
We feel sure that all hearts will re

joice to know that the work of spreading 
the glad-tidings of the Kingdom and thE" 
teaching service which was so explicitly 
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TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA 

o thou £J"R 0' THE W.r:STI 
Be thou happy I Be thou happy I Shouldst thou continue to remain firm and ctem.a!, CTC 

long thou shalt become the Star of the East and shalt spread in every country and dime. 
Thou art the first paper of the Bahai. which is organized in the country of America. AI
thouKh for the present thy subscribers afC limited, thy form is small and thy "oice weak, yet 
shoulds! thou stand unshakable, become the obj«t of the attention of the friends and the 
center of the generosity of the leaders of the faith who aTC firm in the Covenant, in the fu
tUft thy subscribers will become hosts after hosts like unto the waves of the sea; thy volume 
will increase, thy arena will become vast and • padou! and thy voice and fame: will be raised 
and become world-wide--and at last thOll shalt become the first paper of the world of human
lb'. Yet &11 these depend upon flrm",e ... !irm",e", firm",e,,! 

(Sig"'td) ABDUL-liABA AIIIAS. 

TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA 
o ye apostles of BAHA'O'Ll.Au-May my life be a ransom to you I 

. . Similarly, the Magazine, the STAR 0" THE WI!:ST. must be edited in the utmost 
regularity, but its contents must be the promulgator of the Cause of God-so that both in the 
East and the West they may become informed Clf the most important events. 

( Sitn,d) ABDUL-BABA AuAs. 

STAR OF THE WEST FOUNDATION 
N orth,lut,rrs Statts; 
Sau/he,n Statts: 

HOOPER HAIUI.IS. Westtrrs Sialts; HELEN S. GooDAU,. 
Dominion of Canada; MAY MAXWEU .. 

C, ntral S tott J : A1H"T VAlL, CAll. San:FJu:R, 
Editorial Staff : A~[JI.T R. WINDUST-GUiillDE BuIKE ..... -DIl. ZIA M. BAGDAOI 

Honorary Mt,rsbtr: MIIZ ... AH ..... O SOHIlAB 

Vol. 11 

given to this country and Canadn in the 
Divine Plan last year, has been taken up 
with a rcnewed energy, with an enthu · 
siasm bol'll of thc Spirit , Hod with a 
greater grasp of its seopc and impor
tance. 

Whilc the Teaching Committee last 
ycar felt that a littlc step had been taken 
in the right path und a certain few 
things had been accomplished-yet they 
also felt that this was only a very small 
beginning and that thcy had not arrived 
at the exalted station of action to wh ich 
the Center of thc Covenant calls all the 
believers on this continent, for we read 
in the D'ivine Plan (pagc 57 ) that Ab
dul·Baha instructs all of us: " Up to 
this time ye have displllycd great mag· 
nanimity; but after this, yf' must add a 
thousand times to your effoz·t." 

The Committee meetings have been ex
tremely interesting. Varions l'Iubjccts 
were discnssed harmoniously, resulting 
in "all opinions coinciding;" and a 
really fundamcntal unity was estab· 
lished. 

No.6 

The following outline of a general 
plan decided upon for the forwarding 
of this great work of teaching will help 
you, we hope, to keep closely in toueh 
with us, and we feel assured that all will 
earnestly, sincerely and lovingly co·op· 
eZ'ate to the extent of their ability. 

On page 17 of the Divine Plan you 
will find an instruction to the effect that 
wizen the Great Manifestation of God 
came to the world to establish thc one· 
ncss of the world of humanity, He first 
prepared the world by making thc world 
externaUy a unit: namely, by mcans of 
new inventions, new discoyerics of va
rious kinds, ncw laws and international 
laws and othcr undertakings which made 
the significance of co·operation most 
prominent and indicated it.'! essential 
pnrpose. Thus the mcal1S were first ere· 
ated ill the material world for facilitat· 
ing the establishing of spiritual uoity. 

We have ail reali1.t'd the great longing 
of the heart of our beloved Abdul·Baha 
(as expressed in so mauy, many Tublets ) 
to see actually demonstrated a unity of 
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his servants on this western continent, 
and we realize that this cauDot be fully 
achieved without the ollter means and 
expression of unity. For this reason we 
have formulated a plan which will out
wardly facilitate that great union of the 
hearts, and as an expression of devotion 
and service in the path of the Center of 
the Covenant, so that both materially 
and I:lpiritually every Bahai in this coun
try may be in vital and dose contact 
with every other Bahai. Abdul-Bahn 
has summoned all the believers to arise 
for this teaching service, and each and 
evcry one must be vitally connected with 
this work. Therefore it has been de
cided: 

That there shall 00 11 monthly Bulletin 
~'lSued by the l'eacilillg Committee 011 the 
19th of every Illonth, giving a report of 
the various activities of the teachers in 
the field all over America and Canada, 
8<;j well as a finaneial report. 

That thL .. Bulletin shall be sent to 
every member of the Teaching Committee 
and every teacher in the field, as well as 
to the delegates representing the various 
assemblies in this Convention; and it 
shall be the trust and responsibility of 
the delegates, at a specially called meet
ing in their respective assemblies, if 
necessary, to see that the Bulletin is read 
and discussed as widely as possible 
among all the believers-the purpose be
ing to share with the friends any and all 
information obtainable on the subject of 
aetual teaching service. If at any time 
the friends ha .... e suggestions to offer, 
they will be gratefully received. Abdul
Baha tells us that "from every stand
point, ways and means for the teaching 
of the Cause of God must be prepared. 
The question of teaching, like any other 
question, is evolutionary and not revolu
tionary. This matter must become very 
plain to everyone, so that all the friends, 
like so many spirits in one temple, may 
arise in the accomplishment of this great 
serviee.' , 

'rhrough this Bulletin and other co
operative service, the National Teaching 
Committee will gradually become a cen-

tral bureau of classified information to 
which all teachers may apply regarding 
the needs of any special locality, open
ings for work and the character of work 
to be done. To which, likewise, all cen
ters may tUI'll in the demand for teach
ers as well as co-operation in every way. 
This will include the distribution of lit
erature to teachers in the field, establish
ing circulating libraries in every center; 
in short, all the glorious work pertaining 
to seed-sowing. 

Likewise fol' the co-operative financ
ing of this great work, we have de .... ised 
a similar plan, as follows: 

It is impossible for evcry Bahai to 
have a vital connection with this great 
work of seed sowing unless it is expressed 
011 every plane, Bnd we know that every 
heart will eagerly respond to this call 
.lust as we are humbly striving to do. 

Some of the believers of God arc in a 
position to become sustaining members 
at the rate of $10.00 per month; others 
at $5.00; others at $1.00, and still others 
at perhaps less; but, in consultation, we 
felt that a fair average among all the 
faithful servants would be $1.00 per 
mouth, and that each and every Bahai in 
America would gladly and cheerfully be
come a sustaining member of the Teach
ing Unity at that rate. 

We ure herewith enclosing a Pledge 
Card, us a matter of convenience, so that 
those wishing to contribute may sign the 
same and send it with their contribution 
to the National Treasurer who will have 
the same recorded, and then forward it 
to the Secretary for filing and future 
reference. 

'Ye hope you will give this matter as 
prompt consideration and recognition a~ 
possible, so that the Treasurer may kno,," 
definitely about our resources. 

A 11 funds will go to the National 
Treasurer (Mr. Randall), who will de
duct monthly the amount necessary for 
the support of the national teachers in 
the field; the remaining sum to be divid
ed equally among the five sections_ Each 
section will therefore receive one-fifth of 
the amount remaining 'in the Teaching 
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Fund after the national teachers have 
been supplied. This work will be carried 
out always through consultation. 

Our first great trust this year, and our 
very great responsibility toward the 
teaching program is to see that plans und 
arrangements are successively made and 
exeeuted for the furtherance of the servo 
ices which will be rendered in this ooun
try by Jenn.hi Fazel Mazandarani, the 
great modern teacher whom the beloved 
Abdul-nabs sent to this country. Hia 
presence and sacrificial services will be 
naught but "pure bounty" to the entire 
country. ITe has received instructions 
from Abdul-Balla to visit forty-eight 
states, and at some time during the com
ing year this wise teacher will visit ev
cry assembly in America and Canada. 
In the eoming to us of this great leacher 
there is an added incentive afforded us 
to dedicate our services and contribu
tions. 

The members of the Teaching Com
mittee have tried to realize in their own 
hearts just as much as capacity admits, 
the great significance of the words, 
"These great days are swiftly passing." 
Also we are not unmindful of the fact 
that all have been most lovingly admon
ished to .. forget the past," therefore 

each and every "finn one in the COl" 
enant" has the opportunity to write on 
the new page turned for us, that which 
he wills. A united effort will bring re
sults good fruits-and this is what wc 
are all striving lor. 

In closing this heart to heart talk with 
you, we simply wish to repeat that we 
are all co-workers in the Vineyard of 
the Lord, and that we feel you are all 
at one with us in the hope that the oft
repeated words about mutual co-opcra
tion may be crystallized into deeds. 

"Deeds are the standards." 
"Magnanimity is necessary; heavenly 

exertion is called for." 
This heavenly exertion is attainable 

if we have a conscious realization that 
"firmness in the Covenant mcans love 
and obedience to the Commands of Ab
dul-Baha. " 

"It is evident that the axil~ of the 
oneness of the world of humanity is the 
power of the Covenant and nothing 
else." (Divine Plan., page 67.) 

Respcctfully and lovingly submitted, 

TIlE TEACHING COMMITTEE, 
By Ma.riam Haney, Secretary. 

Addres.'i: The Mendota, Washington. 
D. C. 

Recent Tablet from Abdul-Baba to Fruitport Assembly 

To the friends of God and the maid
servants of the :Merciful, Fruitport, 
Michigan, care of his honor Mr. Nels 
Peterson-Upon them by BAnA'a'· 
LLAl{ El-Abha! 

He Is God! 

o ye who are firm in the Covenant I 
Today whatever assembly is estab

lished that has for its purpose the wel
fare of mankind and is attached to the 
invOcation of God, that gathering is a 
celestial onc. Undoubtedly, it shall be
come the recipient of the blessings and 
bounty of Divine Providence. It is UD

der the protection of the Lord of the 

Kingdom, the confirmations and assi3t· 
anee shall encircle it from every side 
and it shall grow more iUumined day 
by day. 

This, however, is conditioned upon 
firmness and steadfastness in the COl'· 
enant and the Testament, that it should 
not fall short in its duties, should not 
fail to live up to its standard and should 
display a powerful will and perfeet 
steadfastness. 

Upon ye be Baba-el-Abha I 

(Signed) ABDUlrBAHA ABBAS. 

(Translated by Shoghi Rabbani , 
Bahjcb, Accs, Palestine, July 22, 1919.) 
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o ye who are firm io the Covenant. ot 
the Self-Snbsistent, Eternal God! Praise 
God with glad faces, for the favors ye 
hRve received and for the gifts which 
have come successively to ye; for the 
mercy which bas preceded ye, for the 
blessings which have been fulfilled , and 
tor the gifts which have been ll88igned 
unto yeo Verily, ye have attained unto 
that tor which holy men and spiritual 

women have earnefJUy longed. Seize the 
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(Worda of Abdul·Baha: Extraet from 
Tablet revealed lor Hoboken Assembly 
of Bahais, New Jersey.) 



----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------... 

• 

• 
# 

EL BAHAISMO Y sus ADEPTOS 
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A1iss A1ARTA L. ROOT 

tJ('~d(' hlu·.(' nllos dtaA, 8(l i'llj'lwut I"l\ 
(,lItf(' nosotrns ,;\ st"uorita- Ma.tta L 
t-tont, UCllil'HUlencaM. ,,'n vinje d~' 
JlOJlI\gunda. dt, t.A1K'ranti:lIDO y lJa
h .. ismo. 

1-1(.<0 nni\'Nf!al Y' una If'ugua nolvet· 
8:11, l)UO! pa;ra rmliMr 4.'1 fludio dr> la ~. 
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Un Uegt\do del Jkn~1I {In uondc di6 
IDurho.!:I ("onf('r{>ndll~ Y l!.I'guit;i 'via
jt· a Chil<'. l\'fll, E;'uadot', P(tn.U1t.\. 
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de dondc vcn~a. ..• 

l;Q senorita. Hoot l!(' h081X'da. ('n (" 
local de la Asorhlcci6n CrisOn.na de 
J6venc8. y aUti fut a vlsitllrln, no sin 
nutes prt'guDtar nl personal de in 
{laRa sl In scfto;;t8, Root S6 expresab:\ 
(,ll castellano .•• 

- No: ingl~8. cs.pcranto r ,un poco 
de trunt'l's. ... 

- Et.onec8 va it ser un 1\suuto 
~Jio cnt,j~ndCrno8, pll~ si Ie tucra fa
militlr('1 fraOf(s siqulcrft.. ,. No im
vorta. aQUi{,fro <lnUnci:uUlt.:? 

• 

.. ,". '" 
~ .. 

IOf! hombl"l'~ IJllct]au ('utC'ud{'rsc, _ • 
_. i. \' los· idionmfi ual-ional<'!Io? 
- Los- iliinn)us nat"iurmh"s dl.'bcn 

subl\i~tlr, ('stll I"R Ili'mal'>llldo ll)gico, 
pero cuando lOti"" lus $t"rc}{ hum:mo;:l 
hablrll {'I pru}lio itlimna nfl( lOOIll Y p1 
('\I.}X'nHltf), podra ust!'d ('ompJ'{-nflct 
('1 inlUl'nSO b"llt"ficio que podulHos 
cSlll:rar ("n In- )mrpagac\6n de la!i idl'M 
do Qlnor y juRtir-ia. ••• NO!lotros nlis
mos ahora, SI halJlii.r:l1n()S los ttl'S ("n 
e~pr-rnllt(), podriulUospaSftr tin ag-ra.· 
dabl\.' lllOllwutO de conn~ad6Q intc-' 
IC'Ctual, m!cnt.ras luehllJnos d(,8C'sf'I,'ra· 
damcnte para rutendt'rnos a Ul{'diaa. 

- (, \' c:1 cspcr:mto {'stA m.uy di· 
fundido? 

- Antes de In gurrra.!t{' pubIiMb:-Q. 
168 re\·I~taa r (1J:lriu~ rn 1'1 Mundo y 
sigucn ('n coutinilQ n.lIn\l'ut.o.. .. 

- lPl'rO uAted pknaa t1\\ ,"Pfa" tIUC 
('sa dich~a fratl"rniil;ul, f'St\ unifk:\-· 
."i6n de tOUI\S hlS n'll~i()fi('s podr:\ l!(>t 

un h('(:ho? "No w u"t,('d 11\ opo~ici6n 
(orJuidabl(': que Sf' 11t\(:1:" It til. Liga. dt! 
tas )" u-don('s, nl miltmo Tribunal Ar
bitral Intt'lHaeional'!. , , 

- Para que no hubicra opo~id6n 
srrin ncccs<1rio qut' totlos los hombr('s 
fucntn fa (oonnntidog dt· la bondad 
<Ii) ('~ta~ OlNJidne. r <,n t'$t{' caso no 

La 8cfiolita Root estaba cOllver
Sl\udocon un doctur, quo yo lnmbiin 
couozeo, y los tIos h~b1:lbatl l'M'Oos:m
n-te-nte uwdio ing}{·g r mf.Odio fmM(s, 
bus('a.ndo 1ft)! pnu\brtts y lutgo mirau
dose bien en los -uj08, como para adj
\inar s.i las exprcsioncs \'crbtl.h's co
rr(-dpOudian mas 0 JUenOs. al pensa~ 
mieuto. 

Sin duda, {'_orno me '16 llfcita-do y 
.xm cam ba...'ihl.ntc yanqui, nH' tom6 
-por compatriota y Sl' lcvant6 ~on· 

• 001 
habria IH'CNl.ldfld <II' imvhlnt<lf rdor,
IIH1~... Y {\ SI' hllbrfllll 'HloJ)tado •.• 
'J'oda nov(~dad d .... oc \"('DI"('r ul1a resls
t<,ol'ia que t'll 10 fllt'jor do los. ('n5(}S C& 

rtt'ntc de <.IU :\SliNlto, vloihulomo a\ enct\cn· 
tro" ProLmb1t'mt'ntc l)l,'us6: este senor ('8 mi 
allda. de salvafion: 

- "Dc you spC'ak English? 
- ,Que t"Speranzal... <.Do you speak 

ti pan ish 'l 
- (,J..:spcmnt6? 
-l'nmr'oc-o. " . . 
Hubo un iooh! de dca.nllcnto.,. 
_En fiu. t'lltre los dos, yo Y cl ottO senor 

quo ya {'st;lba do visita. ('mpc;o;umos 3 snt'ar 
nlgo en limp\o, N)nlO sliele d{'C'irsc, rl'sJ)("cto 
al objt'w del viaj{' de Ja scnorita y los priu· 
tillioS "' que se a.jWlta In propaganda 
bulluistn. 

Sin \'mbtlfgo, no pudc meUm!; (tUC bac("rlc 
pl't'scnw (:omo, t{>niclllto ('1 mundo (X'C'itll'll
tal un hh\('stro ttln clc\'udo como Cristo, 
me pared:\- algo raro que tu\·i&ruuws que 
cSlwrar nuc,niS luc('s de un pt'rsn, PUt'S {'I 
fundador de Itl. dot.:trinu \inhaL<;ta ('8 un I)('r· 

-M--. ('8 dl'cir, fue un )1('1"8:1,('1 .Bah a., javl"n de 
maravillof\u all.c<..'ndif"uW entre III lUuchc~ 
dumbre, y que a t~1l1l81~ de sus ideas fu(! Ix-r· 
seguido y martiri1.atio e1 ailo 18:'0. 

La srno, ih\- Root sonr1OSo y luego agrcgo 
,oncrglcllm en toe; 

- ~ \' aca.so Crist.o era franc{~, ingl~g 0 
itaHnno? ;,NQ n3t'i6 en Ol'icnte? Luego t:de 
ClUe so l'lsombra? 

ta eontestation me dej6 mal por 10 lugien. 
y srDeUla, 

- Fl'ro entouces lCU (lu6 cousisten los 
llrineipios del balmis.mo? 

esc-;rrao~er~d~:nl: n?~~C ar~~S\~~t~;~~ J~ 
nU~~8tro ~itjto, que uniflean las nspirnl"lon<'s 
de todas las Sl't'ta.s r{'ligtoStlS y fillJsofiet\s, 
abarcan la humanidad y no se Umitau ana· 

• clones 0 ra.zus" .• 
-;, yo ('I} ~ortc Am~rica est:1IQUy ill

fUUllido cl bahaismo? 
- Muy difundido y cstA hadcndo 

llna JlroJla~alldQ in:;sist...'nte y c(ic-at" Lo 
que Importa eM que los prioeivios 
\'uyan el}trando en 1a u1Pntc. y CO~ 
raloon de los tiombrt:.ct y 108 ti('mpos 
son propklos )lara- f'1tto •• _ 1;1 mun· 
do til'ne S('d de pa.z yde amor, y 13-
doctrina df" Abdul j$ahtl PCOCItlIlU\ 
la unidad de todt.lJ \09; 

hombrtil u<:mv UU!l Stili\- fa
milia, nO pone linlltt.'8 a 13 
iu\"cstigaclon de 1a \"('rdad, 

t\firJn!\ qtw d ori~!'!\ tk wdas las rt'li~jo,w"i 
('8 (mico r (}tlt' la "t'li~i(in dt'b\~ unir. no ~c
llarur a los SI't{'8 htlll)lInns",. 

- ~y r('spt'f'to 1\ la Igunltla.d de lr)~ hom
bl'f'e: y U1l1jrrl's? •• 

- Para nosotros ('s indiscutibl{'.". JAS 
jV\'f'UPS Y las jown~ dt'hpn s('guir 01 mismo 
ordl'o I"U aus {'studiOS y tener 101 mislHa t'flu
Cn.t.'itlU, 10 qlH' ollltribuin\ a (oll1£'nt:tr In. 1mi· 
d:\t! en d g{lwro hUlIlano." Estas t('orias 
eran prol"I;.IllHutus el uiio I8H por cl funda
dol' dd blthaii'Jllt). y n~d{n uhora empiczan 
a r(,O't,ji1.arsf'. 

- llll.ll'{l usted UDt\S confcfencias ell nuc
nos Ain~s:? 

- A f'JtO ,,('ngo. _ • Para d{:jar sl'fuHias de 
('8t:\S idf'8f\, .. 

- 1'<:1"0 cI mOYimit'nto tros(,firo, )'1\- tan 
'utA'JlSO en cl mundo, pl"oc]runa cstos mi!>mos . '. prIncl plO~" .• 

- Es ("\('rto, pero 1015 ~studioa t£'oa6ficO$ 
no son l)ara todos ..• Son m,uy Inetl\!isic'(}s. 
1"(,.qui('rclI una defta dl'ipo~ici6n al fuzona· 
1Uicnto abstracto, y no todas IllS lUf'tlh's e~· 
, 

• 
• 

ttln disl)UI·Sw.s a 
rcaUz<lr con pro· 
"echo un c-lifUt~r· 
to s(>rru'jant~'" J..3: 
doctrlna bnll1\istn
ae adapta lo{lS 8.1 
niwl genC'r81 de 
la mcntalldad hu
JUaOl\, Y. sobre 
todo, habla nl co-. .. r a.t 0 n •• " .. "i 09;· 
otros q uc-rrmos Ia. 

V<l.Z U nl vcr· 
!:lal. la cduca~ 

Abdul Bah .. El lundador del Bahaism.. • 

11\ furr;o;,\- de in('H'ia,." <,I)ere hace 
CO~1l. de CUa.tfO 0 l'inco :tuos i,quitu J)abrfa. 
pOtUdo haoltlf do Liga do iaS4 Na('ion{'s? Sin 
.'mbargo .• , ya VI?,. Exlsto: _ ." fH'ra iUl
rwrft'cta, S<'fU rudinwntaritl, l)Cfo ('xt~t(' _ .. 
1'oco a poco sc- ir;' cousoUdando: Is. razon 
tNminn I5h"mprc llor tliunfar _." A lllil~ de~ 
hl'1001't [Jrcparar cl terreno al Nuevo Oran 
.llMMtro., • 

- l.Otw? 
- m Gran Ser de qui('u ('stoy hnblnndo 

('g l'Huy sIIIK'riol' a l08 tHlt('rlofcs, c~ un Gl'nn 
IIt.'1trtH"tOl" d(' csOs quo \,I\"I\('U Q. (lI:tt'fillinar 
f'1 ("Outkll7.O dl..' una nueva. ('ttllla cn ('1 vro· 
gn\!/'o lnml.llno",_ 

- 6t·n nuevo Profeta.?"._ 
- Un gmt) Scr, 11U ~laeHtro"., Dos mil 

anos hnn 110(lido tlfK'nas I:ontribuir a. fOUllll.r· 
los fuodnmeotos de 130 fltley:}. hmuanhtudj 
ahara. so. trata. de levan tar el cdificio quo 
aseguuf;\ ttl ])307. Y 1;t klh"id3od cntre los hom
bres que bastaute han sulrido 1\ Ci'Ulm dt) 
S'U cgoismo. ._ 

-;,Y las caractcristicas del Nu('vo Ins
tructor? 

- Los hombr('8 pOdrt\o aveJigu;trlas muy 
pronto: .•• S\l inm,t'UM\ sahhluriu. y ('I potkr 
BUgi$tho de 8-U llalaLra que- hunuUu.ra a Ius 
milS maligoos ~'n(,JUigos. 

- aAsi quo a. dlfcrt.' ncia, dd Cristof 1'1 Nue
vo ln~tructor hablar-j, n. la- mente de tos 
hom.brcs)· no stJtam('nti' nl ('Oraz6o? 

-Es claro •• " PUC>'" cstando lao humtluidad 
de hoy A un 01\'d inL'k(~tua.l ll'Iu\' ('h~\'adoJ 
ncccsita una rcUg16uque ruu.rchcde acu{'rdo 
cOn 13 ri('uda. ' 

- ~~4.sl que tcodrclnos otm l'eliai6n m;ls? 
- Dc ninguna JUtUlcra. ••• Ll.lS nti~mM ••• 

So CoS ncce~a1io cr{'lU nuda nuc\'o, ., Bnsta 
con eXllllt'ar Ins cxisfi·nws.,. 8i todas tic .. 
UI'D la mlS111t~ boso de H'rdad .•• 

- Como, •• budismo, tcosoflsmo y ju~ 
U;)ismo, y ••• 

-'- Todlls indlstintampnte •.• La (mi(~n di .. 
ff'renci:l i'onsistc ('n III fOl1ntt {'xtcrior. en ta 
\ (,.'Sw con ta IJUC SI' h:ln t'Ocubiel'W wrda<i('lt 

qUt~ aut<'s no !!c podiao comUf\ieur a los 
hom-brt'!~ sin pen~ro $l'l"io 11ftI'll. la {"olu~ 
,"ioll.". l'na, vcz ('xplie&do I'i s('ntlt1l) ("so

t~t'i('() de las f('ligioncs, in. mj<:!.ma c\('n" 
rj.\ tf'ntil"ll quI'! conv,"necJ'S(' dl' Ill. De-, 

c,'sidau de 15tlncionar la re .. 
." " .tgHln., " , 

Fac-simlle page from magazine Cara. 'T Car.,ta., 
October 11, 1919. 
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STAR OF THE WEST 
"We desire but tbf' good of the world and thto happiness of the nations; that all n;alions 

shall become one in faith and all men as brothers; that the bonds of affection and unity ~
tween the sons of men shall be strengthened, that djvenity of religion shall ecase and differ
!'netS of race be annulled. So it shell be; these fruitless strifes; these ruinous wars shall 
pan away, and the 'Most Great Peace' shall come."-BAHA·O·U. ... H. 

Vol. II Kalamat I. 76 (July 13. 1920) No.7 

A Bahai Pilgrimage to South America 
Compiled from letters written by MISS "lIARTHA ROOT while curoutc. 

FEE'LIl i'iG the urge to gO to South 
America to spread the Bahai )ores-

81l.gc, Mis.'I Martha Root, of Cambridge 
Springs, Pa., rose up to obey. Coming 
to New York, the second evening at a 
home where Nhc talked on the Rahai 
Cause, the head of a newspaper sYI\di
cale met her und asked her to sell him 
her articl('s from South America. This 
syndicate sends out its stories to over 
olle hundred newspapcrs. As a cour
tesy thcy, at the same time, sent brood
cast a short article of three hundred 
words on the Blihai Revelation. 

Expecting to sail June 21st. Hll9, it 
was July 22d when the ship finally sailed, 
some Chinese sailors being brought onl 
to take the place of IItrikinjl Amerif'an 
seamen. The ship hRa stood out at tht' 
Statue of TJiberty eight dars. 

After real illness from intensc fatigue, 
the strain of the strike and thl' knowl
edge that many of the passengc~ xpoke 
a different language sp iriluuIl Y--!lmok
ing, drinking, bridge and poker-~lis.'1 
Root did not try to !«lIve her problem 
of giving the :McBsage for two days. Hr-r 
thought Wllf! that she of all people was 
the least fitled to meet such a group. 
She did not dance or ptay curds, neither 
wa.'1 she an enthusiastic sportxwoman. 

Reading the Creative Word, evcry 
line seemed a path for her to follow: 

"Let not conventionality cam;e you to 
seem cold and unsympathetic when you 
meet strange poople from other couu
tries-be kind 10 the strangers ... help 
them to feel at home ... a~k if ,\'011 ma .... 
render th('m nny service t r~' to 

make their li ves a little happier . . _ 
let those who meet you know without 
your proclaiming the fact that you arc 
iudeed a Rahai." Again," If we are 
tnle Bahais, sp<'CCh is Ilot needed . . . 
Ollr actions will h('lp on the world, will 
spread ci\'ili1.lItioll, will help the pro
~ress of scienec. Ilncl cause the arts to 
dC\'elop it is not by lip service 
only that the elect of God have attainl'd 
to holiness, but by patient li\'(~s of actin' 
service the .... ha\'e IH'oug-ht the TJi gh! inlo 
the world." 

}lany of the Rahni fl'icuds had given 
gift..-; to I1lis'l Root. 'l'hese were ai.'!
tribllted for the comfort of others. The 
passengers repre~ented inhabitants from 
Bahia, Argentina, Para, Uruguay, Para
RUay and bllsin('<;~ men from Great Bri
tain, OClllllal'k lind th(' t:)lited States. 
Probably /I third were Catholics, ther .. 
was one bishop of a Protestant c·hurf'h 
commis."iOll{'d to lise a million and II 

half doUal'!'; in spreuding his work: 
there wcre four Christian Scientists, 
some other people of various faiths, hut 
Ihe majority were not visibly interested 
in the life of the Spirit. 

Miss Root, after !!el ... ·ing ever .... botIy 
and praying for capacity to serve more 
intelligently and lovingly, received hel' 
first opportun ity about in this "Il'ay: All 
tilt' men had put up money to buy pri7.es 
for the sports. She- took the best small 
article in hpr appar<'i, did it up as nearly 
as she could in the artistic fashion in 
which the Japanese present gifts, and 
took it to the SP0l1s committee to he 
used as l:I. p1'i1.E'. It was the only worn-
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aD's gift. She explained too, that she 
did uot know much about sports, but 
would join the "family party" and go 
in for all but the he-a\'Y weight eontest. 
[Miss Root is of small and slender 
stature.] 

The next day being the first Sunday 
at sea, Migs Root asked the cuptain's 
permission to speak in the evening on 
the Dahai Cause. The purser put up 
a large notice on the bullethl board. ~o 
person aboard had heard of the Bahai 
Movement. The men on the sports 
committee were the first ones to enter 
the music room; they helped to make 
it popular, and everyone invited every
one else. All came except II few Catho
lics and otle other young man. 

This •• one other man" had received 
II blue booklet- the first dRY. Once he 
talked for five honrs and another time 
four hours about the Cause. Drawing 
the blue booklet from his pocket. he !laid: 
"r have read this not. onc(' or twic{', bUI 
three times, and it is too tTtopian, it will 
never work out." This man h1l8 lllany 
men under him, he has tried to inaug
urate equality systems and evcry time 
the men took advantage, giving him 
poorcr work, so he has gone back to hiq 
old stern way with them. lie is S() 

Dear the Kingdom: so fine in his sterling 
qualities, but just now he doubts peopl e 
and movements. At the end of every 
talk be said, ., 0 , I wish I eould believe 
in this as you do. 1 wish poople lived 
this way." 

The captain, purser and several offi
cers came to the talk. The ship pitched 
so that Miss Root had to hold on to a 
pillar with one hand while Me spoke. 
After the talk of over an hour, the 
purser made a little speech of thanks. 
Then after dismissal the bishop took the 
floor and spoke against the Bahai Caullie. 
Not tbat he bad ever heard of it hefor£', 
but he said one eould ne\'er be a ChriH
tian and believe in these other religion'! 

·Containing an outline of t.he history 
and principles of the Bahai Movement. 

too. )Jiss Root replied to him point by 
point and from that evening they be
CaDle friendly. Ilis very argument.'! 
against the MOl'ement later made friends 
for it. Some young men students also 
began Ilsking intelligent questiolL'l. A 
little group of onlookers at the discus
sion said, "When you folk have ally 
more interesting explanations like this, 
be SIne and let us iu ou them." 

'rms evening lecture so early in the 
,"oyage opened the way for many quiet 
talks on deck. The next morning one 
Christian Scientist said, "Your talk 
make a great impression, even the 'beer 
huIn.'!' say it is a good kind of religion. " 
The drinking of this ship is extraor
dinary, "The grave diggers" and 
.. gentlemen drunkards," as the gil'ilol 
call them congregate around the bar III 
intervals from 6 A. M, to 2 A,:;\f. Ali$; 
Root's room was right across from th(' 
bar, thL'! and the fact that her delight
ful happy-go-lucky roommate had two 
monkeys, made her understand what 
Abdul-Baha meant in her Tablet,t 
"'1'hat thou mayest forget rest and com
posure_ " These men were bright and 
represented some of the largest bU8ine~ 
concerns in the world; they could carry 
the Message to over fifty millions of 
people in South America. In talks 011 

deck one learned some of them bad re
ligious parl.'nts, ODe or two had been 
started in ministerial schools, hut had 
broken away from their religion. All 
had good qualities and manifested SOIll(' 

fine traits. 
Next moming followillg the Bahai 

talk, Miss Root just in fun, read a pllA· 
<;enger's hand, Everybody rushed over 
and wanted their palms read. The cap
tain lined them up to take their turns 
and held out his own hand first, All 
day the palm reading continued, even 
every steward had his turn, and last 
of all, Snowball, the dear little Barba
dos boy bugler, came and held out his 

tSee Tablet, Vol. 10, STAR OF THE 

WEST, page 30.-A'dito"8 
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{'hubby "lack hunds. Mis. ... Hoot had 
studied palmistry a little before she was 
a Rahai and while there is not much in 
it, Abdul-Baha says that tile lines of the 
hands undoubtedly do show something 
of the character of the individual. 
Anyway it helped her to get uC(jllOinted 
quickly, und three days hlter the cap
tain challenged her befo!'c the cl'oll'd: 
"1 bet you {'Hnnot read m.y hllnrl ex
actly the same 8 second fiml', if you 
prove yOli can I will put it ou the l~
ords of the ship among the distinguished 
passengers that you arc th(' first l3ahai 
{'\'cr to ride over these lines, and that 
they can find out all about what a Rahai 
is by l'C'nding the book (Thornton 
Chusc's The Sa/wi HevelatiQII) you put 
in the ship's library. :Miss Root called 
his bluff und t'ead his palm exactly thf' 
~me ill the second instance. 

Some of thc passengers were agnos
tics. 'rhe Christian Scientist said, "My 
belief is so precious to m(>, 1 would not 
profane it by talking it over with peo
ple who would not appreciate it." Even 
abourd this ship, thc com'ersRtion with 
all types of pn~sellgers showed 111nt peo
pic wcre rcady to heal'. Often the ones 
that the Bahni would e:o:p<'ct to accept 
it. fell back to sleep. and the on('~ that 
appeared to be fast. asleep, wok<, up. H 
one can forget. one's own poor cajmcity 
and stund eVllllescent 13AH.\ 'o'Ll.An ean 
speak. It may help other Rahai teach
ers to use the prayer revealed for Abul 
Fazl: • I pray Thec by the effulgence 
of the sun of Thy beneficeuce and by 
the waves of the sea of Thy gen('r
osity, to put into my words and uttcr
ances a trn.ce of the traces of Th:-' Su
premc Word, so that the reality of all 
things may be attracted alld drnwn." 

The words of Abdul-Baha in the Di
vine Plan came to Miss Root ever,v day 
of the journey: "0 how I long that it 
would be made possible for me to t"a\'el 
through these parts, even if ncee~ry 
on foot, and with the utmost of povcrty 
and while pas.<ling through the cities, 
villages, mountains, deserts and oc{'ans, 
rrr at the top of my voice, 'Ya-Hllhll-

EI-Abha!' alHI promote Ule di\'ine teach· 
ings. But now this is Hot feasible for 
me, therefore I livc in great regret. 
r'erehan<'e, God willing, ye may become 
assisted therein." 

The blue booklets werc not given out 
that first Sunday evening. It seemed 
better to wait for friends to ask for them. 
A rOWlg 'Yestrrn business woman go
ing to Paraguay Cor a second period of 
three years' work took sevcral Bahai 
books and an Esperanto book which ) [iss 
Root gave her. Some Bahia Catholics 
read the booklet. A young man from 
Montevideo, Uruguay, M-id Uruguay had 
made the most progrcs-'i of any country 
in South America, and olle of the prin. 
cipal causes was thnt the people had 
become free thinkers. Passengers floom 
Bahia and MOlltevedio asked her to be 
their guest. Every soul proved a friend. 

It was indeed a family party. The 
chief steward said: "Why do yon not 
tell our help about t.his rel igion! "-and 
he complimented it. These stewards 
were told abont the Cause, and the 
Chinese sailors had the Message sent to 
Ihem. At the fancy dress ball ]\Hss Root 
went as a Persian and the captain HRked 
her to present tbe prizes. 

-
Para WIIS the first cit:-- in South Amer

ica sighted after a voyage of two weeks. 
rt is situated at the mouth of the great 
_\ruazon River and has a population of 
175,000 inhabitants. It rains every day 
in this city on the eqnator and people 
makc all their appointments for Hafter 
the rain," which usually comes about 
3 P. 11. Passengers had one day ashore. 
Starting out at 9 A. M. the conventional 
automobile ride was taken. 

They say that in South America n 
woman should never walk out alone. but 
in the afternoon, ., after the rain," Whell 
the other passengers were getting on 
street cars to ride around the city, Miss 
Root left them saying that she was going 
to hunt for some newspaper office. After 
several inquiries among newsboys, point
inl-! to their journals onc of the boys took 
h('1' to a newspapCr offiec. It proved to 
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he the largest newspapcr in Para. Fif
tC~1l men 'lilt writing. ~o olle spoke 
English. She was usbet'cd into H ncwjl.
paper "parlor" and one of the oldcr 
rditol's talked with her in French. Shc 
tried to explain the Babai Cause and 
B~pet·IUlto.l Ie IIskcd hn to wriff' onlo 
thou~alHl wot'ds for their .1 oul'I\l1l. Hlle 
had to wl'i\e it ill .English, but just <1'1 

she filli~hcd, a man elHne in lind ul1 the 
others jumped up in e.xcitemeut for Ihis 
man ('ollid speak English. lie is thc I)('s! 
law~'er in Paru and pro\'ed to he the 
lawyer for the Stcamshi l> CompgllY. 1 J(' 
said: "1£ ,vou speak F.ug-li'ill very 
slowly, 1 reply in Illy bad Bll!(lish. J 
am II fl'iend of thi<; papel·." 11(' trall'!
lated her lH'ticle 011 the Rnhui Cause into 
Portuguese for that papel' and nro\lght 
Iwl' dOWJI to the "hip in hi" motor <'Il.r. 
Nine booklet" \\' ('1'1- gi\'en In the news
paper men and the fricnd.~hip bCf.,'111l 
with the lawyer may be the means of 
splendid, ,!piritual opportunities. Ro 
far as is knowJl no one ill Para hnt! ewr 
heard of th" Bahai Rev('lufion. 

Pernambuco. the thiru 11l1'Hest city in 
South AmCl'ica, in eommercinl impOl1.
ance, \\'US rea('hed on "\ UlIust j 1, 1919. 
Huhia, whi('h had beel! "IOsI'I1 on aI', 
eouut oi :.ellow fe\'er. lay sn'eral h1ln
dl'('d miles below, ell l'Oute to Rio ri(' 
Janeiro. 

Theu i:M'gall till' iUIIt'I' dl'ama lending 
to what \\'a~ best fol' )liss Hoot 10 do. 
Abdnl,Daha, in hi~ r('ecut Tab1e\.<; hnJ 
Jlllrticlllal'ly mcntioned til!.' importance 
of Ballin, llud that Bnhni!> :;llOlIld trawl 
thcI'C. On th(' othcl"hand. yellow ('\'('1' 
had been !'(lngiug in Bahia and tIl(' rc, 
cent rains hatI only begnn to abate in 
violenee. To go to Bahia might melln 
a long dellLY a nd a (IUltran t.ine of two 
weeks out<.ide of port Rio d(' Janeiro 
when thc journey \\'as continued. It 
meant the Im~ of the ticket 011 the ... hip 
from "'ernflmhnco to Rio. and every onc 
"tl'on~l:v lll'g'ed her not to take the risk. 
From H lmsincss standpoint the new 
Consul Oellerlll just nppointed by the 

United States Government was to t!'u\'e! 
on the boat and the days 011 ship board 
might mean severa l ill'tid('s for the :\('w 
York syndicate. Added to all this, four 
eases of yellow fever hud developed that 
day in Perllambuco, and a revolutioll 
stlll'ted in which severnl were killed, 
street cars burued, bridgcs bombed, ~o 
tlw safest outlook s<'cmed to he to keep 
nboHl'd and jOUI'IlC'Y lIaCely to Rio. Fonr 
J\meriean busin('!'18 m('11 who had in
tended to remain in P'ernambuco. gavE.' 
up their plans and retumed aboard the 
ship. Throwing iwrst'lf down on th(' 
bunk in the stateroom 8ft(>I' this perplex
ing da~', she looked through the port
hole into the dal'knCM Wllel'!.' all alone 
Jupitt'r shone brightly, I'Itclidily UIl

moved ill his COllrse. 8hc rose up, Of

dered h{'l" uags ar;hol'C whel'c she hnd 
made rCSet'\'ation" with two steamship 
eompallies, i n hope of gelting a pas
sug(' to Bahia on some nruzilian ship. 
She look the dumee, insun(' ilS it looked 
to th(' oth('r pnssengers. 

There i" UitllOtit no Engli.'lh spoken in 
Pel'llambneo. PortuL,'1lcse is heard 
l'Ycl}·whel'(,. Heal'ing ,here was un 
l\mericall busine"s woman at the Hotel 
do Parque Miss Hoot went there to try to 
see IICI' and eng!:ige a I'oom ill the !-;Rille 
hotel until a ship would come. The two 
Bahia people .. III' had met on shipboard 
were being entertliilled 011 a housebolit. 
The AJII('rican woman W/IS in. ,Almost 
immediately )riss Root said, "I am a 
Rahai," and the Ameri(,llll woman re
plied" Did you ever know my cOllsin, 
Lua Getsinger·'" 'I'hroug:h the bounty 
of the Holy Spirit these t.wo AmeriCllll 
women, ovcr !levcn thousand miles away 
from hOIllC, each found a fl'iend in the 
other! This AmeriC~1lI businps..<; woman, 
Mrs. T.JilIyun Vegas, loved Lna Gei
singer devotedly. 1'he)' were favorite 
cousins, the ~me age, they had pla.nod 

·Lua Getsinger WH.S one of the first in 
America t o accept !llld scrY(' the Rahai 
Cause. See VohtnH' 7, STAR OF THfC 
""'rEST, pages 29' und ) 93.-Edilor.~. 
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t()gl,thcr, worked togetht'r bllt nfter their 
('uriy lIlalTinges t1ll'Y did not see cneh 
othel'much. !lIN!. Vegas ne\'er met Lua 
after the lntter became a Bllhni, but she 
Iwurd of this wonderful Hew religion 

Articles apPCllred, Bnd before leaving 
the city, ~h'8. Vega.~ and :\li88 Root. fol· 
lowed the usual custom of going to see 
the editors again to thank them and to 
say good-bye. 

f,'om LUll's mother. -
:\11'8. Vcgru. has made eighteen trips to Going aboot'd the Ht'azilifJll ship 

:':;oul1l .-\mcn(lR. She spcllks Porlu- I/upuhy. bound Crorn P('I'nambllco to 
gu(>se, }<'reneh and Spanish us fluently Rahia, Al1gtlSI 16th, in two days )lis.'i 
as English. Tt was she who e:;tablished Root gave the MCSSilgl' <IS follows: ITear
milk slat ions for poor mothers and ba- ing Arabie chanting she later spoke to 
hies in Brazil; she took charge of sup· the pa~ngrr through Ull interpreter. 
plirs dUl·ing a falllinp in tbe interior of !=;he found he lived in Aeen and knew 
Bruzil. Hnd in ]'\ew York City she W8S Abdul.Baha. He described the majestil.' 
oue of the most brilliant speakers in the presence of the Center of til(' Coyenl1nt 
Third and Fourth Liberty Loan driyefol. with thp grelltest enthusiu<;m, his f(H'e 
At preS<'nt she is in Brazil as U repre· was full of Ii(!ht ns he talked; he said he 
~ellt8tive of one of the largest Amer· had often eutl'll meal'! in Ahbas Effcn· 
iran business hou.~es and hag been at di's house. ":\Iy father knew B.\H.\'O'. 

Ille 1I0tei do Parque (or seven months. LL.\H," he exclaimed. This man ha" 
As there WIIS "no room in the inn" !lhe been away from Aeca seventeen year!! 
had II eat put in her room for Mis'! Root. and is just ret\lMlin~. H(' is a Moham· 
BU'Iill('gs lll('n abroad the ship had heRrel medan; he took a blue booklet and is 
of ~l~. Vegas' ability and when Miss (,lIrl'ying a lillie gift from )liss Root to 
Root \\'('ut hack lo say good·bye lind told Abdul.Baha. ThiR Syrian presented 
thcJU who her companion was, it certain- her with a yery delicious little Arabian 
I)" made an impression. The ('aptain ('ake and W8f-l kind to hel· on this stormy 
and olhers asked £01· more blu(' booklet.s. trip when I'\'erybody was seasick. The 
Some of the passengers sent MI·~. Vegas hoats are so s111all they roll like barrels. 
some .AmeriCllll candy and came with compared of course to the great oceall 
~Jiss Root to the hotel-along empty liners. 
streets ~!Uarded by soldiers and dully .A. custom honse official from Perllum· 
N'SOunding with explosives of dynamite bnco heard the Mefisage a8 did also a 
and in the ehUJ"f'hes peaplp were gath. captain from Denmlll'k. It man from 
ered praying that the re\"olution wonld Beirut, a first officer from Africa, a 
('ease. :'\('xt morning 1l~. Vegas 1'('. superintendent of schools in Brazil. a 
eeivcd 11 eablcgrllm making it poss.ible young man just leaving with twenty· 
for her to travel to Bahia and Rio, in nine other young mcn sent out by the 
the int.l"'l"est of her firm. ITer a.gents Brazilian rcovernmen1 to the United 
\\·CI'I"' nllie to guarantee steamship )lIs, States to study for t ..... o years. 
suge to Bahia, August 16th. The next morning the boat stopped 

Miss Root had been to the editor of for six hours in Maeeio, It I'ity of 70,000. 
the lal'~('st newspaper in Pernambuco •. \ merchant who knew )ll"s. '·egas came 
lind after speaking to him in French, out with a Milboat and took Mrs. Vegas 
she wrote IIIl article on the Bahai "Move· and :\liss Root to see hi'! city. After 8 

ment alld Esperanto. :\lrs. Vegas took motor ride, he drove to all the newspaper 
her next lUol'lling to eyery one or the offices. Whcll the editors were not in 
five large newspapers in the city aud he took his guests to their homes. The 
explained in detail the Rahai Cause and editor lind owuer of the Journal Ala· 
Esperanto, acting as interpreter for her. gOlU, Mr. ,Jose l\Ia~athaes dn Silveira, a 
The editors listened with great interest. uc1ightful man said; "r should like to 

(Continued on page 113) 



STAR OF THE WEST 
TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAH " 

o thou ST ..... 0' THE \V~T! 
Be thou happy! Be thou happy! Should.t thou continue to remain firm and eternal, uc 

long thou shalt become the Star of the .East and shalt spread in C\'cry country and clime.. 
Thou art the first paper of the Sahail which Is organized in the country of America. Al
though for the present thy subscribers are limited, Ih)' form is small and thy voice: weak, yet 
should!! thou stand unshakable, become the object of the attention of the friends and the 
tenter of the g"cnerosity of the leaders of the faith who are firm in the Covenant, in the fu
ture thy subscribers will become hosts after ho sls like unlO the waves of the: sca; thy volume 
will increase, thy arena will become vast and .pacious and thy voice: and fame will be raised 
and become world-wide-alld at last thou shalt bt'Come the first paper of the world of human
Uy_ Yet ,II thell6 depend up"n Jlrmneu )'Irmnell. f!rmnellt 

(Sig ned) ABDUL-£>AHA ABB..\S. 

TABLET FRQ:\I ;\BDt..:L-BAHA 
o )'e apostles of BAHA'O'L.LAa-Ma)' my life be a ransom to you t 

. . . . Similarly, the Magazine, the ST.l1 0,. TB': WIST, must be edited in the utmost 
regularity, but its contcnts must be the promulltator of the Cause of God-lo that both in the 
East and the \Vcst they may become informed of the most important events. 

(Si,n,d) ApUL-BAHA ABBAs. 
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Recent Tablet from Abdul-Baha to Mr. A. W. Randall 

To his hOllor Mr. A. ·W. Randoll-

Upon him be the Clory or Uod, the Most Glorious I 

}{ e Is God! 

o thou who IIrt finn in th(> ('IlWllllut !-O thon who an Httrac ((>d to Ule King
dom of Abba! 

Thy IcU(>r has becn t·eceived. It s pemsal imparted grclltfSt joy. beea\l~ 
thl:lt tl'uthful servallt of B,\H.\ '() 'U..HI, together .... ith his honorable wife, ba\'e 
really, with perfect lon', nriSCIl ill the service of the Kingdom. '1'11(' hUilPitU's...; 
of Abdul-Bahn is ('onfined to this filet; that some !louis IIlIlY, with the utmost 
purity and sevcrance frOI11 Ilught clSt, save God, become attracted spil'it 
(ullmixed "pir'it) and, wholly submerged in the ocean of mindfuht('s.~ and piet~-, 
dedicate th(>ir time, day lind lIil{ht, to the scrvic(' of the Cause of God. 

Ilis honor Fa1.el-j-:\la"-lIllllarani is from those soltIs who have dedicated their 
Ih'e" to th(' f;t'l'vice of tll(> Cam;c at Ood. It is my hope that his pUI'e breath 
ma~' bl' the l'anse of the union nud hUl'tnony of thc friends. 

The papers of 1\11'. lIeaNl 111'(> ycril~- striving for Ih(' prot.eetion of the 
rights of th(' public. I alii snpplicHting thut they limy OCcume the first paJX't~ 

ser\'in~ the good of the world of humanity, so that they may kt'Cp 1Ili,·c the 
blessed nam(> of Mrs. TleArst and that this name ( Hcarst) may liye permanently 
till <'ternitr. 

The model of Mr. Bourg<'ois. pt'sise he to Cod, IIns bC'Come acceptable to 
th e fri('nd~ , especially thM it IUl!! Ilt'oy('t! llPprovable to his hOllOI', Mr. Rcm('~· . 
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COllvey on my behalf the utmost kindness to all the friends or Goa. 
Upon thee be the Glory of God! 

(Signed) ABDllL-B.u1.\ .0\88,\S. 

(l'ranslnted by .4.1.zi7.'ullah, ~lt. Carmel, Palestine, June 25, 1920.) 

A Bahai Pilgrimage to South America 
(Continurd from pa.,~ 111) 

sec a movement that would bring lInity 
ill religions; it is good." He also was 
in favor of Bsperanto, explaining that 
J-::Speranlo had several followers in Ma
ooio. Another editor said Esperanto 
had flourished there but that now it had 
died down again. The Message was 
(liven to nine IIlf'1l prominent in news
paper and busillcss circles in Maceio. 
After breakfa.<lt at lloon in the home of 
a pleasant Cutholic famil:r, the two 
.\mericans rNurned to the !tapn"y. 

!\~earing Ruhia, so much was said 
Ilbout the yellow fever, and ships from 
Bahia to Rio de Janeiro were so un
certain, that )frs. Vegas decided to re
main on the Itapuhy and go on to Rio. 
Tt was high sea, raining torrents, stom
achs werc SCll$ick, but when thc little 
boats came out to get the passengers 
the only two men on board wllo spoke 
English were Arnf'ricaus and both of. 
fered to take ?II iss Root up to the hotel. 
She came with a young mlLn who is com
ing to Bahin to be a Baptist missionary 
in the intCI'ior of Brazil. lie was met 
by two big strapping young men, oue It 

doctor, who arc also in Bahia as mis
sionaries. It was rather thrilling to 
sec them out in this far away place of 
the earth where 80 per cent of the in
habitants are Africans, to give their 
Jj,'('S to impro"e conditions. 

1liss Root WIIS ill as the result of the 
storm and had a high fever. How vivid
ly the wordll came to her, "Let one not 
ealI himself 11 captain until he stands 
before the oppo..'Iing anny. nor a RahRi 
until he mC<'l'l the te. ... 1-8." The words 
in the Tablets of the Divine Plan and 
the prayers were her healing. 

Bahia is a city of 280,000 inhabitants. 

The word Bahia means, Bay of All 
Saints. It was founded in April, IS4!), 
by Thomas Souza. a nobl(' , IIccompani('d 
hy six Jesuits. The present populal' 
man who will probably be re-elected 
governor, Dr. Jose Joaqnim Seabrn 
l>IlYS: "Bahla first sent out the rRys 
of civilization of Brazil. God placed in 
its founders the best gifts of the Spirit 
-und in its soil riches of all kinds." 
'fbe State of Bahia-the state and eity 
arc called by the same name--is one of 
the richest in Brazil. It produces every· 
thing that the otber states have but is 
noted principally for its cocoa, tobacco, 
toffee, diamonds, sugar, hides. It will 
in time become one of the greatest world 
seaports because its natural harbor i!'; 
good and it is nearer United States, Ell 
rope and Africa than Rio de Janeiro. 

There are 365 churches in the city of 
Bahia. One who has made a study of 
Brazil told Miss Root that many Bra
z.ilians are changing thcir faith. The 
higher classes among thc men do not 
e8re mueh for an)' religion. The tCD' 

deney among the literary is to become 
rationalists, not altogether atheist!!. 
Many of Olem ha\'e lx-en educated in 
France and their litClruture consists of 
French philosophy and French novels. 
Several of the distinguished public men 
of Brazil are rationalists, but it is said 
that the WGmen and lower ('Ia.~'! art" de· 
vout Catholics. 

I'Iliss Root found the " thinkers" of 
Brazil much interested in a nniversal 
religion, and nowhere did she find an
tagonism. She visited the Catholi<, 
(·hurchcs lind approol'lied the Bahlli 
Cnusc fl'om Ute Catholic !oltandpoint. If 
Onhais come to Brazil they must leaMl 
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the Portuguese language (not hard to 
learn) and learn the customs of these 
Latin peoples. Soutb Americans meet 
strangers socially before they do any 
bWlincss. "Paeiencia amanha" (pa
tience, tomorrow) is the first lesson to 
be learned. Brazilians do cyerything 
slowly and with ceremony. The Portu
guese and Brazilians are born aristo-, 
ersts. 

.-\t the Sul Americana hotel Miss 
Root met Mr. Miguel P. Shelley, an 
American who had been doing businE'ss 
in Brazil for the past. thirty years; he 
was the best business man she met ill 
South America. He is also a thinker. 
a writer, and a man loved by both North 
and South Americans. She frankly ex
plained to him the purpose of her visit 
and how she had approaclu'd newspa
pers. He !mid: "You eould not get 
the Bahai Cause (he had never hf'anl 
of it) and Esperanto hetter known in 
South America. than to do exactl? as 
you are doing j bring them t.o the atten
tion of the editors and have them writ
tl'n in all the newspapers." He al<;() 
was kind enough to say that a WOlllaH 

roltld tl'aYel alone in South America 
and that she would be shown respect if 
she is 1.1 good woman-"that is what 
tll(! people of South America want, good 
men and good women from the United 
Statcs to come here and do husiness," 
were his words. 

Mrs. R. a woman of influl'nce, 
gave her time each day to take :'Iliss 
Hoot t.o meet the llIost distinguished 
people of that seaport. :'ITr. Shelley ac
companit'd :'IIiss Root and :'Ilrs. H.-
to the newlolpaper offices where he had 
previously made (lppointments. and ill
tel'preted for her. First, one makes a 
friendly call, and tllen the editors ask 
questions. Two of the editors have b('Cn 
edncated in Europe and speak English. 
There are eight daily newspapers 'in 
Bahia. It is better to go to two or three 
of the most. importAnt oncs and give 
the Message and then call later or write 
to the others-papers in South America, 
as el<;ewllcrc, like a "scoop," that is, to 

get a. story exclusively. All the news· 
papers used good articles, illustrated 
with photographs of Miss Root. 

One editor said: "I am interested 
in this l'cligion. If you have put a book 
about it in the English section of the 
public library, I will get it and read it. 
Many Brazilians are beginning to learn 
English and they will like English 
books." :Miss Root placed Thornton 
Chase's book The Ballai Revelation, into 
the city library and promised six more 
English books on the Bahai Cause, to be 
sent from the "C"nited Statcs. The head 
of tht' library Illld his assistants were 
lIIost polite. A beautiful new large Ii.· 
tn'ary building is just being completed. 
1£ :lIly reader wishes to send Bahai bookf.> 
to that great libl"Ury, the Ilddrcss is: 
Bibliotheea Publiea do Estaclo da Ba
hia, South Am('ri('ll. 

To thc Secretary of Agriculture, Dr. 
.Toaquim Arthur PedN!ina France. to 
tl1(' business people of several countries, 
an American captain from California 
.Just starting for England, missionaries, 
peopl(> of the intCl"ior, dO\\"ll to the poor
est AfriclIlls, the Bahai Calise was cx
plaincd. People were wonderfully kind. 
The v('ry faet that )li~ Root was II wo
man travclinlt Alon(', not knowing tlleir 
lauguag(' touched their hearts. One 
Jiortugucse bU.sillCS-<; man and hi'! wife 
at the hotel, came to her and said in 
~"'rcneh: "\\'e offer ourseh'es to sen'e 
your religion. If yon send us literatlll'e, 
we also shall explain it and give it to 
the people to read." These same friends 
}!;ave her a dinnel" and a large bouquet 
of ro~es alld Pllt hel" aboard the ship 
when she It'ft. 

IHis-'I Root had 110 idea when she could 
!let a ship OIlt of Bahia or what tile 
qllaranline regulations would be. Even 
Rahia people were astonished that she 
was able to get a ship so easily. 'l'he 
lIa.~.~lfce, a Brtlzilian boat, came up un
expectedly from Rio witll a cargo. Aftel' 
unloading at the docks, this ship put 
out to lJarbor, had the strongest kind of 
disinft'<'tion used lllld the passengers 
went ont to this boat before the disin· 
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feet ion was over Ruel hud their baggage 
disinfected too. 11 was lieroic-quilC 
brimstone CnOtLKh for this world and the 
next. Doctors examined the pa&<>engers 
and a doctor on board took temperature-; 
each day. (It hi important to carry a 
thermometer and simple remedies. ) 
'I'hus Miss Root, whom c\'cryhody pre· 
dicted would be delayed for se\"cral 
months in Bahia, vOyagN] on safely 
after a six-day stay in Bahia- the city 
of which Abdul-Haha !;aid: "Visit ye 
e.speeially Bahia , on the eastem l'Ihol,(, 
of Brazil. BeealL~ in the past ~'CIU"S 
this city was christened with the name 
of Rahia , there is no doubt that it hHs 
been through the inspiration of God." 

The journey from Bahia to Rio iii four 
days. All boats were pleasant but 90 
!lmull thpv rolled interminablv and !~ome • • 

of the most seasoned sailors were Seasic·k. 
~o other woman aboard WIL'I able to ~o 
into the dining room once during the 
voya~c. Only two persons spoke Eng
\j"h on the Itassl/ce, but several could 
talk in French, and with so much prac
tice ~Iiss Root now gn\'l~ the )lessage in 
French. One man going to his home in 
Cortiba, the capital of the slate of Pu
rana, took the book, Tahlet of Tarazat, 
('te., und will plaC() it in the city llbrul'Y 
there, The Mesfmge was also given to 
a man who acts as n guide and inter
pretet' in South Ameri<'an hotels. He is 
a Roumllnian who speaks seven lan
guages j also some rationalists, who had 
Keen the articles in the papers, asked 
about the Cause. 

-
Rio d(' .1aneiro harbor is eall('d the 

most beautiful in the world. It is 
eight~n miles long and !o.uteen miles 
wide--a tlJa{Uli.fi<'ent "00\\'1 " with it.s 
ed~es stupendous mountains whose 
!dcmler pinnacle" are capped with 
A'raeelni. rcstle!'is palm ft'el'''; those com
panionable trees that legend tells e!m
not live beyond the ROund of the human 
"oice, Tn this "bowl" are a hundred 
lovely islands. Rio, one of the greatCRt 
"how pl8(,cs on the earth, is remrmhered 

always for its scenery. Miss Root ar
rived in the best lime of all , the glorious 
sunset hour. It was at si.x o'clock Au
grn.'t 2ith, ]919, She went 10 eight ho
tels finding them all crowded and R t 
the ninth place took a room in a Por~ 
tnguese hotel where DO other lanf!uag(' 
is spoken. She found her way around 
Rio by writing her address and ~howing 
the paper to policemen und str('et. ear 
conductors. 

She gave the Ballai )1C8Sil!!(' about as 
follows: Interviewing lhe American 
COllsul~Generlll the first day, he intro
duccd her to the editor of the Jo urnal 
do Comtlterrw, who wa.s calling Itt the 
COll!)ulatc. '1'hiM is Ihe lal'gc.~t paper in 
Brazil and :\Iiss Root ICllrllcd illter that 
it is olle ot tilt' influelltial pllpers in the 
world; its news is copied by papers ill 
other cities lIud small towns throu!!:hollt 
the twenty-one states, The editor in
vited her to call at his offi('('. 11(' WI\.<I 

interested in the Bllhai Cause and I-,PRVe 
it about three-fourths o[ a column, an 
excellent article, outlining the vilnl prin
ciples, He also !luve her addr(,s,'Ies 10 llJl 

Esperanto writer and to the President 
of the Esperanto Society of Brazil. 

After that ('all )Iiss Root wellt onl to 
CopacabHlla, a fashionable resilIence 
section by the SCII, to caU upon Mr. Mi
guel Shelly 's wife and sister, Mrs. 
Bertha Thomas-Americans who have 
lived many )-ears in Brazil. The Bahai 
Cause was the theme of th(' con\'el"Sll
tion and the spiritual frieodship has 
pro,-cd beautiful. The !':istcr hll51 the 
little prayer book, 8Cwral Bahai book
lets and a pictw'e of Abdul-Bl1hn , The 
following day she came and took Miss 
Root to the second largest newspaper, 
JOlLrnal do /Jmzil, lind interpreted the 
~[c.~sage, They met the owner as well 
as the editor, aod a good article ap
peared in the Stmday paper. The next 
call was to Mr. Mannel Cil'ero. Director 
of the Bibliothcca do Rio de Janeiro, in 
the Avenida Rio do Bran('o_ This is 
the finest Jjbrary io Brazil and is st{lcked 
with 400,000 volumes_ The Di~tor re
ceived StmUJ Answered Questions, What 
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1C£nt ye out to see, Dynamic Power of 
th e Ba.hai Revelation, a blue booklet lind 
the compilation 00 Peace and War. 'I'he 
director said he would be \'cry glad to 
have other books on the Dahai CUillOe. 
Many Brazilians Bl'C now learning Eng" 
lish and frequent the English section of 
the library as do also the Alllericlln~ and 
British. There are over 500 ill the 
American colony in Rio at present. 

Exceedingly delightful was the ,'isit 
to tbe Esperdntists where Mis.'J Root Hnd 
)Irs. Thomas went after lunch. ))r. 
Everdo Backheuser, an Esperanto writ· 
er, took Ulcm to an Esperanto social 
reception. On the way she presented 
the doctor with Mr. Esselmont's Esper
IInto article, "Science and Religion." 
Miss Root gave them the Message. The 
P,'csidcnt of the Esperanto Society of 
Brazil, Ur. Alberto Conto FernAndes. 
knew nOOnt the Babai MO"ement and 
showed her Lsperanto a rticl~ ahout 
HAw'O' l..J...An and Abdul-Baha :Mr. 
Fernandes is an engineer, a di<:tin
guished man in busines.'1 and one of the 
/lreat Esperantists of the world . TIe has 
taught Esperanto to one thousand peo
ple in Brazil, and he, as well as Dr. 
Bllekhcuser, has written several Esper
anto books. He reada some English, und 
speaks and reads French fluently. Es
peranto is taught in the nonnal aud pri
mary schools in Rio, classes are held in 
the fire engine-house departments and 
in the telegraph officcs. A street has 
just been named, "Dr. Zamenhof." 
Five )Jational Esperanto Congresses 
have been held in Brazil. There is con
stant communication between Esper
antists of the different cities, and eve!'y 
two weeks Rio Esperantists meet at their 
rooms and have programs of Esperauto' 
plays, lectures and songs f01l0woo by a 
social hour. The Esperanto library here 
is tbe most complete Mis8 Root has seen 
anywhere in the world. 

The Young Men's Chriatian Associa
tion in Rio has an Esperanto class and 
an Esperanto library. She plaeed Ab
duI-Baha's London 'l'alks in that li
brary. The Brazil Esperc"ltis/o, a 

monthly magazine, published in Rio, is 
using an article about the Babai Cause. 
Rio newspapers, not only in the inter
\·-jews but later in reporting the Esper
anto m~tings and when the books were 
ptlt in Rio library, spoke again of the 
Habai Cause. These articles are often 
('opied in other cities. The best intro
duction for the Bahai Cause anywhere 
is through the newspapers. 

)[jss Root spoke of the Cause in the 
Consulate, at the American Embassy, 
Brazilian School of Naval Aviation. Bra
zilian Army School of Aviation, the 
American Chamber of Commerce ill Rio. 
to scveral Brazilian familie<>, a cocoa 
plantation owne r and to the United 
States, British, French and Brazilian 
business men WhOUl she met. 

-
1I.lis-; Root left Rio de Janeiro, Sep

tember 5th, at 7 A. M. for Sao Paulo. 
On the train only two persons could 
speak Bnglish, they ouly riding for an 
bour later in the day. She gave them 
the :Me~ge, 011(' a young married man 
from )Jew Jersey out there for thirteen 
years, the other a yOlmg married woman 
from Kent, England. The jourll~y , 
scenically, is like riding twelve hours 
iu Paradise, whose wealth is not yet dis· 
covered by the world at large. 

Sao Paulo is more like the "Chicago" 
of Brazil, as it is the place where many 
of the manufaeturies are. Raw material /( 
from the heart of Brazil are poured into 
Sao Paulo, some to be made up there 
and more passing down to Santos port 
and thence shipped. Unlike Chicago, 
Sao Paulo was created from the begin
ning with a wondcrfullovc of the beau
tiful. Its station de luxe is beside a 
famous park. Its business blocks are 
nestled amid splendid gardens, its 
houses "grow" amid tropical palms, 
Parana pines, yellow roses climbing to 
the deep red roofs, orchids, calla lilies, 
night blooming cereus, and most of the 
rarest flowers, growing in everybody's 
yard. Miss Root heard a band concert 
in mid-afternoon in a small park in the 
crowded business district and violin 
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playing ill a large grocery store. Sao 
Paulo in elimate, beauty and busillf':;<;;, 
is ideal. 

Miss Root went to Ioul' hotels before 
she could find a place, then paid flS high 
aM the prices in New York, had II room 
on the fifth nool' lind no cle\'alol'. The 
owners were Jtalians but eouJd t!pellk 
}!'rench, though 110 English. Sao Paulo 
with her population ot 500,000 has 39 

Ill\lch hotel accommodations as has an 
American town of 5,000. It is destined, 
however, to be Olle of the grcate~t cell· 
t.el'S of the business world, perhaps with
in a century. 

Going to the largest newspaper, Es
fado do Sao P(ll1lo, to meet the editor 
and explain the Bahai Cause, ]\fiss Root., 
at the same time, met a Syrian lawyer 
from ~It. Leballon. TIc WHS educi.ted in 
Beirut College lind has resided in Sao 
Paulo twenty years. nis name is Assad 
Becharll j his passionate aim and ide-ttl 
is the liberation of his country and that 
the United States shall be "its brother's 
keeper" until Syria like Cuba CUll be 
independent. Sbe ga"e him the i\les· 
sage, seeing him each day, and ns the 
15,000 Syrians in Sao Paulo, some of 
whom are from Beirut, havt' " semi
public library, presented thelll \dth 
Mons. Dreyfus' book, The Sa/wi Net'rIa
lion. There ar(' 100,000 Syrians in 111'11.
zil. 

1'lIe Director of the Rockefellej' Foun· 
dation, Dr. S. F. Darling, who hus been 
in Sao Paulo for five years IDakiu)! a 
demonstration for the Brazilian f;ov
('rument, listened to til(' )Iessa~e, Hnd 
the book, Divino Philo,~opl~y, Wat; pre· 
sented to the Faeuladll. de Madiein8 li
brary. Dr. Darling is one of the re
nowned men of the world. He made the 
famous hookwo11n demonstration (under 
the Rockefeller Foundation) ill Africa, 
Panama, Java and Fiji Islands and is 
making a similar demon.~tration in Bra
zil. He said he would read the Bahai 
literature. This great new institution 
is going to play a leading part in the 
medical profession in Brazil. The 
United States or any other conntry. 

would be proud of an institution such 
nlS this is going to be. It is one and Olle
hulf :,-'CU)'S old noll', housed in the puIII(,c 
of a fOl'mer coffee bal'on, and attended 
b~' huudreds of medical students, who 
<'Hille to work in the labonltorics and to 
aUend Dr. Darling's lectures. It is the 
most advanced institution )lis<> Root saw 
ill Brazil. 'fhe Brazilian Dovernment 
invited the Rockefeller Foundation to 
('ollle and the two are working togetllc]'. 
Bahai books on social lines would be 
vel1' good for this library. 

-
Taking the train, St'ptember 10th. 

from Sao Paulo for Santos, a two-hour's 
ride, )liss Root saw probably the richest 
short railroad in the world, and most 
pel·feet. An American railroad presi
dent when asked what could be done to 
improve it said he knew of nothing un· 
irS!; 10 set its rails with diamonds. The 
train ho\'crs like a bird around the 
lUountain sides, and one is thrilled, 
awed by the grandeur of millions of fOl'

cst trees, above and below. Eleven tUll

nels are blasted through solid rock and 
there are mountains of granite. Arriv
ing in Salltos she left her bags at the 
station Dnd walked half a mile to a 
small Brazilian Hotel which proved to 
be II. very good one. The population of 
Santos is 200,000. During the first six 
months of 1919, Brazilian c.xports wcn' 
$274,304,000, of whieh $147,526,000 
passed through the port of Santos. 

'fhe next morning, :Miss Root looked lip 
the library; it is not a city library, but 
one for all people cmployed in the busi· 
ness wOl'ld of Santos. Its nume cxplaius 
it: Sociadadc ITumanito.ria des Em~ 
pregades, no Commercio. There are fivc 
thousand volumes and n{'wspapel'll and 
magazines from all Brazil. The Direc
tor, who speaks English, was Dot in, 
but it was an easy matter to turn to 
their files and show them articles abollt 
the Bahai Cause in a dozen papers. 
They seemed delighted with the books 
she left there: A hdul-Balta '$ London 
Talks, Table Talks with Abdul_Bolla 
(the Winterburn's book) and the blu{' 

1 

I 
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booklet. 'l'he Library though small had 
a delightful atmosphere. 

Tn the evening, Miss Root went to sec 
the editor of the principal newspaper, 
A 7'ribuna, and on the following eve
ning, ThcosophistSl, seeing the Bahai ar
ticle in the paper, called and invited her 
to address their society. As she wa~ 
sailing the next dll:" ther appointed a 
"commission" to meet at her hotel ill 
the morning. 

Sometimes the most glorious ('vents in 
life come upon olle nnawar'(' alld 
this was Qne of them. 'fhrec men came, 
the president of the 1'heosophical ~o
ciety, MI', Guido Unocchi, a great worker 
since its beginning five years ago. anel 
two other distinguished Theosophists. 
11if;S Root at first asked them about their' 
society and said she would write abanl 
it in the ~ol'th American paper". 'rllf' 
president, through HII intcrpreter (OIH' 
of their own Humber), explained that he 
had come to lClirn more about the Bahai 
Cause. He hlld artieles in his hallie 
abont BAH.\'O'J,l,AH and Abdul-Baha. 
and believed til/lt they an' the World 
Teachers today; he spoke of them Ht a 
Theosophical Conference in Sao Paulo 
recently. He said he wished to write 
about them in the different ne\\"~paperll 
throughout Brazil, jWlt as he had writ
ten to help 'l'heosophy. 

Miss Root had a number of Portll
/Zuese newspa])er clippings explaining 
the Cause and its principle!-l.. The younl! 
man-who is an Italian by birth, an 
artist., and very psychological-said im
mediately that he would translHte the 
blue booklet into Portuguese and get its 
thoughts into the newspapers of BI'a7.il. 
He SIlid: "I will work for this Bahai 
Cause in Brazil. I will try to learn Eng
lish to propagate it further and I have 
a great longing to travel arOllllCt (Ite 
world to spread its Teachings." This 
man had never heard of traveling Bahai 
teachers. He had only glimpsed the 
principles, but like Paul he had the vis
ion. They talked for hours and she gave 

them 'I'hol"llton Chase's 'Phe Bahai R{"ve
lafion, Abul Fad's Bahai l'1'oofs, the 
Dillilte L'lan, ulld seyeral hooklets. One 
of the other men is from }<'iume, though 
all thl"(I('1 have been in Bmzilmany years. 
He had a "ision of "the oneness of the 
wodel of humallity," and wl"ote a book 
on this subject which is in its second 
edilion. He is much interested in the 
Bahai Cause and can rcud English. 

When the Santoo friend ... C:llne to 
bt'illg )fiss Hoot to t.he ship outward 
bollnd fo), BIl{'noo Aires, ~I)'. Guido 
Urtoechi hHd with him a friend from Sao 
Paulo to whom he had spoken of tIle 
Bahai CauS('. This man, J. R. Gon
eHh'es da Hil\"a, who for man)' years has 
becll tl free titiuhr, occultist and scholar 
said he had COlliI;' to ask for literature. 
11(' will tell others ill the state and cit), 
(If Sao P'll.ulo of tllif! Bahai Revelation. 

){I". (;noc('hi read to the group a long
at'tiele which be had just finished for II 

Brar,ilian 1)111)['1', giving the hi~toJ"y of 
the Bahai Cause; it would appear that 
weck. 

Brazilians of the better classes in the 
lal'ge eities have Illuch broader views 
Hnd are much morc refined than people 
itt the United ShiH's realizc. 'rhey are 
not specialists hut hllye a general and 
"ery real eulture. :MallY of them haye 
been educated in .Europe und all have 
eenturies of refinement back of them. 
Their manners are so perfeet and plc:Js
ing, one cannot help wishing other coun
tries had '\'ays as gelltle and as truly 
polite. They are not treed-bound and 
the very broadness of the Bahai Move
ment makes it appeal to them. With
in It i'entury then> will be Mashrekol
Azkal'S in Brazil. The wonderful souls, 
the !toad articles in the newspapers, the 
books in the libraries will be enveloped 
in the clouds of tile lIoly Spirit, and 
the Bah, RAH,\'O'LLAH and Abdul-Balla, 
the Center of the Covenant, will be 
known in every city and IJaUllet. "Vel'
ily, lIe is the: Powerful over nil that He 
wisheth. " 

(To be continued.) 
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Know thi.~ for a certainty that tOdRY 
the penetl'fltive power in the arteriCfl and 
the nel'\'l!$ of the world of humanity is 
thE' power of the Covenant. The body 
of the wodd will not be moved through 
any power except through the power of 
tho Covenant. There is no other pOWC'l' 

like nnto this. Consider whut a tram.-

formation bilS been effected since my 
first visit. This has been made possible 
throngh the power of the Covenant. 

(Words of Abdul-Baha: Extract from 
a talk given at the home of Mr. and 
)frs. Kinney, ~cw York, December I, 
1912.) 



"All men are of one race and the whole universe one land" 
TABLET FROM ABDL"L-DAHA TO CITARLES :MASON RE)rEY. 

To hi& honor, MI'. Rerney, Washington, 
D. C.-Upon him be BAllA 'O'LLAI1 

EI-Abha! 

lIc Is God! 

o thou sou of the Kingdom! 

Thy letter was received. Its contents 
were in the utmost sweetness, for it was 
indicative that with the utmost power 
thou bast arisen in order to link to
gether the hearts of 80uls that are in 
America with those who are in Europe. 
This is of utmost importance, for the 
first divine teaching is that communi
ties must be freed from racial, political 
and even patriotic prejudice, that all 
men are of one race and the whole uni· 
verse one land. Consider how unwise 
Rud short-sighted arc the leaders, the 
politicians and the philosophers of the 
present age! The American continent 
and Europe, that is, Germany and 
France, are a small portion of the ter
restrial globe. What is the importance 
of this globe ?-for it commands no im
portance when compared to these infin
ite bodies that abound in this limitless 
space i it is like unto an insignificant 
spot on the surface of thc wide ocean. 
No importance should be attached to the 
terrestrial globe, how much lcss to one 
of the eouutries of the globe. The in
habitants of countries are 80 immersed 
in their imaginations that they have 
eo.rved tor themselves statucs of imagi
nation, which thcy worship, whcn aett.l
ally they are naught but fantastic 
images, yet in spite of that they are 
worshipped by everyone. TIow heedless, 
unintelligent and unwise are tbe leaders 
lind philosophcrs of today! 

In short, thc divine teachings consti
tute thc unicolored pavilion of the one
ness of the world of humanity. All the 
peoples of the world shan not attain 
unto rest except under its shadow, and 
in accordance with these teachings, the 
'rurk as weU as the Tagik, the European 
as well as the American, the Asiatic as 
well as the African- all shall rcst under 
the shadow of this pavilion. The friends 
of God must therefore deal with all the 
communities of the world with the ut
most truthfulness and friendship with· 
out any distinction of race, so that all 
may cmbrace one another and with the 
utmost harmony and love may engage 
in the glorification of the Lord of thc 
Kingdom. 

I have delivcrcd an addrcss at the 
university of the colored men at Wash· 
ington on the subject of the colored and 
tile whitc. Refer to it and act accord
ingly. 

In brief, I am gWltly pleased with 
tby conduct and thy behavior. Prai~ 
be to God, thou arc freed from the;c 
limitations and imaginations, hast no 
purpose save the diffusion of the divine 
fragrances and art ever restless and ac
tive. Thou art day and night striving 
to hoist the resplendent banner and to 
cause the shining morn to illumine all 
regions. From the Abba Kingdom ] 
ever beg confirmation for thee, for with
out it the smallest things cannot be per
fonned, how much less this important 
que;tion. 

Convey on my behalf to all the friends 
of God, greeting. 

Upon thee be Baba-El-A.bha! 
(Signed) ABDUL-BAllA ABBAS. 

(Haifa, Palestine, Ocklbcr 11, 1919.) 
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"We desire but the good of the world aDd the happiness of the nation.; that all natioru 

shall become onlC in faith and all men as brothers; that the bonds of affection and unity be
tw~ the sons of mm shall be ItrenJthtntd. that divenity of religion shall cease and differ
ences of flce be annulled. So it shall be; these fruitless strifel; these ruinous wars shaD 
pass away. and the 'Most Great Peace' shan eome."-BABA'O'LLAH. 
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Sweden. 
Germany. 
Denmark. 

The Hague. 

o ye esteemed ODes who are pioneers among the well-wishers of the world of 
humanity! 

The lettcrs which ye sent during the war were not rcceived, but a letter 
dated Febntary 11th, 1916, has just come to hand, and immediately an answer 
is being written. Your intention deserves a thousand praises, because you are 
serving the world of humanity, and this is conducive to the happiness and wel
fare of all. This recent war has proved to the world and the people that war is 
destruction while Universal Peace is construction; war is death while peace is 
life ; war is rapacity and blood-thirstiness while peace is bene6ecllce nnd humane· 
ness; war is an appurtenance of the world of nature while peace is of the founda
tion of the religion of God; war is darkness upon darkness while peace is Heav
enly Light; war is the destroycr of thc edifice of mankind while peace is the 
everlasting life of the world of humanity; war is like a devouring wolf while 
peace is like the angehl of HcaveD ; war is the struggle for cxistence while peace 
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is mutual aid and eo-operation among the peoples of the world and the e&use of 
the good-pleasure of the True One in the Heavenly Realm. 

There is Dot one soul whose conscience does not testify that in this day 
there is no more important matter in the world than that of Universal Peace. 
Every just one bears witness to this and adores timt esteemed Assembly because 
its aim is that this darkness may be changed into light, this blood·thirstines<> 
into kindness, this torment into bliss, this hardship into ease and this enmity 
and hatred into !ellowship and love. Therefore, the effort of those esteemed 
souls is worthy of praise and commendation. 

But the wiso souls who are aware of the essential relationships emanating 
from the realities of things consider that onc single matter cannot, by itseil, 
influence the human reality as it ought and should, for until the minds of mon 
become united, no important mattcr can be accompHshed. At present Universal 
Peace is a matter of great importance, but unity of conscience is esseotial, so that 
the foundation of this mattcr may become secure, its establishment firm and 
its edifice strong. 

Therefore I1is I10liness BAnA 'O'lLAH, fifty years ago, expounded this ques
tion of Universal Peace at a time when he was confined in the fortress of Acca 
and was wronged and imprisoned. ITe wrote about this important matter of 
Universal Peace to all thc great sovereigns of the world, and established it 
among his friends in the Orient. The hOrizon of the East was in utter dark
ness, nations displayed the utmost hatred and enmity towards each other, reli
gions thirsted for each othcr's blood, and it was darkness upon darkness. At 
such a time His lIoliness BAHA'O'LLATI shone forth like the sun from the hori
roon of the East and illumined Persia with the lights of these teachings. 

Among his teachings was the declaration of Universal Peace. People of 
different nations, religions and sects who followcd him camc together to such 
an extent that remarkable gatherings were instituted consisting of the various 
nations and religions of the East. Every soul who entered these gatherings saw 
but one nation, one teaching, one pathway, one order, for thc teachings of His 
Holiness BAMA'o'LLAn were not limited to thc establishment of Universal Peace. 
They embraced many teachings which supplemented and supported that of 
Universal Pence. 

Among tbese teachings was the independent im'estigation of reality r.o 
that the world of humanity may be saved from thc darkness of imitation and 
attain to the truth; may tenT off and cast away this ragged and ontgrowD gar
mcnt of 1,000 years ago and may put on the robe wovcn in the utmost purity 
and holiness in thc 100m of rel:l.iity. As reality is ODC and cannot admit of 
multiplicity, therefore different opinions must ultimately becomc fused into one. 

And among the teachings of Ilis IToliness BADA'O'u...\H is the oneness of 
the world of humanity; that all human beings arc the sheep of God and Ill' 
i$l the kind Shepherd. This Shepherd is kind to all the sheep, because lIe crc
ated them all, truincd them, provided for them and protected thcm. There is 
no doubt that the Shepherd is kind to all the sheep and should there be among 
thesc sheep ignorunt ones, they must be educated; if there be children, they must 
be trained until they reach maturity; if there be sick ooes, they must 00 cured. 
There must be no hatred and enmity. As by a kind physician these ignorant, 
sick onts should be treated. 
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And among the teachings of His IIolincss BAllA 'O'LLAII is, that religion 
must be the cause of fellowship and love. If it becomes the cause of estrange
ment then it is not needed, for religion is like a remedy j if it aggravates the 
disease then it becomes unnecessary. 

And among the teachings of BABA'O'LLAH is, that religion must be in COD

formity with science and reason, so that it may influence the hearts of men. 
The foundation must be solid and must not consist of imitations. 

And among the teachings of BAlL\ 'O'LLAH is, that religions, racial, political, 
economic and patriotic prejudices destroy the edifice of humanity. As long as 
these prejudices prevail, the world of humanity will not have rest. For a period 
of 6,000 years history informs us about the world of humanity, During these 
6,000 years the world of humanity has not been free from war, strife, murder 
and blood-thirstiness. In every period war has been waged in onc country or 
another and that war was due to either religious prejudice, racial prejudice, 
political prejudice or patriotic prejudicc. It has thereIore been ascertained and 
proved that all prejudices He destructive of the human edifice. As long as these 
prejudices persist, the struggle for existence must remain dominant, and blood
thirstiness and rapacity continue. Therefore, even lUI was the case in the past, 
the world of humanity cannot be saved from the darkness Of nature and caDnot 
alt.ain illumination except through the abandonment of prejudices and the 
acqui!\ition of the morals of the Kingdom. 

U this prejudice and enmity are on account of religion, (consider that) 
rcligion shbuld be the cause of fellowship, otherwise it is fruitless. And if this 
pl'cjUtiice be the prejudice of nationality, (consider that) all mankind arc of one 
nation; all have sprung from the tree of Adam, and Adam is the root of the 
tree. That tree is one and all these nations arc like branches, while the indi
vidnals of humanity are like leaves, blossoms and fruits thereof. Then the estab
lishment 01' various nations and the consequent shedding of blood and destruc
tion of the edifice of humanity result from human ignorance and selflSh motives. 

As 10 the patriotic prejudice, this is also due to absolute ignorance, for the 
i;'vrfa<'c uf the earth is one native land. Every one can live in any spot on the 
terr('striill globe. 'fherefore all the world is man's birthplace. These boundaries 
and outlets have been devised by man. In the creation, such boundaries and 
outlets were not a&'!igned. Europe is one continent, Asia is one continent, 
Africa is one continent, Australia is one continent, but some of the souls from 
personal motives and selfish interests, have divided each one of these continents 
and considered a certain part as their own country. God has set up no frontier 
between France and Germany; they arc continuous. Yea, in the first centuries, 
selfish souls for the promotion of their own interests, have assigned boundaries 
and outlets and have day by day, attached more importance to these, until this 
led to intense enmity, bloodshed aud rapacity in subsequent centuries. In the 
same way this will continue indefinitely, and if this conception of patriotism 
remains limited within a certain circle, it will be the primary cause of the world's 
destruction. No wise and just person will acknowledge these imaginary distinc
tions. Every limited area whieh we cnll our native country we regard as our 
mother-land, whereas the terrcstrial globe is the mothcr·land of all, and not any 
restricted area. In short, for a few days we live on this earth and eventually 
we are buried in it, it is our cternal tomb. Is it worth while that we should 
engage in bloodshed and tear ODe another to pieces for this eternal tombf Na.y, 
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far from it, neither is God pleased with such conduct lIor would lilly sane man 
approve of it. 

Consider! The blessed animals engage in no patriotic quarrels. They arc 
in the utmost fellowship with onc anoUler and live together in harmony. For 
examplel if a dove from the East and a dove from the W cst, a dove from the 
North and a dove from the South chance to arrive, at the same time, in Olle spot, 
they immediately associate in harmony. So is it with aU the blessed animals 
and birds. But the ferocious animals, as soon as they meet, attack and fight 
with each other, tear each other to pieces and it is impossible for them to 
live peaceably together in one spot. They arc all unsociable and fierce, savage 
and combative fighters. 

Regarding the economic prejudice, it is apparent that whenever the ties 
between nations become strengthened and the exchange of commodities accel
erated, and any economic principle is established in one country, it will ulti
matciy affect the other countries and universal bcnefits will result. Then why 
this prejudice f 

As to the political prejudice, the policy of God must bc followed and it is 
indisputable that the policy of God is · greatcr than human policy. We must 
follow the Divine policy and that applies alike to aU individuals. lie treats 
all individuals alike: no distinction is made, and that is the foundation of the 
Divine Religions. 

And among the teachings of His Holiness BAHA'O'LLAll is the origination 
of one language that may be spread universally among the peoplc. This teach
ing was revealed from the pen of His Holiness BAllA 'O'LLAH in order that this 
universal language may eliminate misunderstandings from among mankind. 

And among the teaehings of His Holinesli BAllA 'O'LLAU is the unity of 
women and mell. The world of humanity has two wings--one is women and 
the other men. Not until both wings are equally developed can the bird fly. 
Should one wing remain weak, flight is impossible. Not until the world of 
women becomes equal to the world of men in the acquisition of virtues and 
perfections, can success and prosperity be attained as they ought to be. 

And among the teachings of DAHA'O'LLAll is voluntary sharing of one's 
property with others among mankind. This voluntary sharing is greater than 
equlllity, and consists in this. that man should not prefer himsell to others, but 
rather should sacrifice his life and property for others. But this should not 
be introduced by coercion so that it booomes a law and man is compelled to 
follow it. Nay, rather, man should voluntarily and of his own choice sacrifice 
his property and life for others, and spend willingly for the poor, just as is 
done in Persia among the Bahais. 

And among the teachings of His Holiness BAHA 'O'LLAH is man's freedom, 
that through the ideal Power he should be free and emancipated from the 
captivity of the world of nature; for as long as man is captive to nature he is 
a ferocious animal, as the struggle for existence is one of the exigencies of the 
world of nature. This MaUer of the strugglc for existence is the fountain-bead 
of all calamities and is the supreme afHietion. 

And among the teachings of DADA'O'IMH is that religion is a mighty bul
wark. If the edifice of religion shakes and totters., commotion and chaos will 
ensue and the order of things will be utterly upset, for in the world of mankind 
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there are two safeguards tht protect man from wl'ong doing. One is the law 
which punishes the criminal; but the law prevents only the manifest crime and 
lot the concealed sin j whereas the ideal safeguard, namely, the religion of God, 
prevents both tbe manifest and the concealed crime, trains man, educates morals, 
compels the adoption of virtues and is the all-inclusive power which guarantees 
the felicity of the world of mankind. But by religion is meant that which is 
ascertained by investigation and not that which is based on mere imitation, 
the foundation of Divine Uc.ligions und not human imitations. 

And among the teachings of BAllA 'O'LL.\ll i~ that although material 
civili7..ation is onc of tile means for the progress of the world of mankind, yet 
until it becomes combined with Divine cjYilizatiOll the desired result, which is 
the felicity of mankind, will not be attained. Consider 1 Thesc battleships that 
reduce a city to ruins witbin the S}lllee of an hour afe the result of material 
eivili7.atioll; likewise the Krupp b"l1llS, the Mauser rifles, dYllamite, submarines, 
torpedo boats, armed aircraft and bombing aeroplanes all these weapons of 
war arc the malignant fruits of matcrial civilization. Had material civilization 
been combined with Di\'inc civilization, these fiery wcnpons would never havc 
been inventcd. Nay, rathcr, human encrgy would havc boon wholly devotcd to 
useful inventions and would hUYe been conccntrated on praiseworthy discoveries. 
Material civilization is like a lamp-glilSR. Divine civilizatiOn iii th" lamp 
itself and the glas. .. without the light i~ dark. )Iutcrial ei\'ilization is like the 
body. No matter how infinitely graee[ul, elegant and beautiful it may be, it 
is dead. Divine eivilizutioll is like the spirit, and the body gets iUl life from 
the spirit, otherwise it beeom{'~ a corpsc_ it has thu~ been madc cvident that 
the world of mankind is in need of thc breaths of the Holy Spirit. Without the 
spirit the world of mankind is lifeless, and without thili light thc world of man
kind is in uttcr darkness. For the world of naturc is a.n an.imal world. Until 
ma.n is bOITl again from tllC world of naturc, that is to say, becomes detached 
from the world of nature, he is essentially an animal , and it is thc teachings of 
Ood which convert this animal into a hUinon soul. 

And among the tcachings of BAHA 'O'LLAH is the promotion of education. 
Every child must be instructed in sciences as much as is ncces.<;ary. If the par
ents arc able to provide the expenses of this cducation, it is all riglit, otherwise 
the community must provide the means for thc teaching of that child. 

And among the teachings of His Holiness BAn ,\'O'LLA..D is justice and 
right. Until these arc rea1iz{'d on the planc of existence, all thingli Rhall be in 
disordcr and remain imperfeet. The world of mankind is a world of oppression 
and cruelty, and a realm of aggression and errol'. 

In fine, such teachings are numerous. These manifold principles, which 
constitute the greatest basis for the (clicity of mankinl.l and arc of the bountics 
of the Merciful, must be addcd to the matter of Unh'ersal Peace and com
bined with it, so that J1.>sults may accrue. Otherwise the realization of Universal 
Peace (by itself) in the world of mankind is difficult. As the teachings of TIis 
Holiness BAIlA'O'LLAll arc combined with Universal Peacc, they arc like a table 
provided with every kind of fl'esh and dclieious food. Every soul {'an find, at 
that lable of Infinitc bounty, that which he desires. If the question is restricted 
to Universal Pcace alone, the remarkable results which are expected and desired 
will not be attained. The scope of Univcrsal Peace must be sHch that aU the 

(Continued on Pl.&'c 129) 
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TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA 

o thou STAll 01' THE WIST! 

Be thou happy! Be thou happyJ Shouldst thou continue to remain firm and eternal, ere 
long, thou shalt become the SUr of the East and shalt spread in every country and dime. 
Thou art the first· paper of the Bahais which is organized in the country of America. Al
though for the present thy subscribers are limited, thy form is small and thy voice weak, yet 
shouldst thou stand unshakable, become the object of the attention of the friends and the 
center of the gtnerosity of the leaders of the faith who are firm in the Covenant, in the fu
tUTe thy suhscri::..ers will become hosts after hosts like unto the waves of the sea; thy volume 
will increase, thy arena will become vast and spacious and thy voice and fame will be raised 
and become world-wide-and at last thou shalt become the first paper of the world of human
Ity. Yet all these depend upon flrmnes" firmile"", f/.rm7tf;;$I! 

(Si"ntd) AliDUL-BAHA ABBAs. 

TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA 
o ye apostles of BAHA'O'LLAH-May my life be a ransom to you I 

. . . . Similarly, the Magazine, the STAR Of THE \VP;ST, must be edited in the utmost 
regularity, but its contents must be the promulgator of the Cause of God-so that both in tbe 
East and the West, they may become informed with the most important events. 

(Sig ned) ABDUL-BAS A ABBAS. 

STAR OF THE WEST FOUNDATION 
N orlhttufern Siales: HooPElt HAUlS. Western St(lles: HELEN S. GooDALL. 
Soulhun S ialts: Dominion of Canada: MAY MAXWY.LL. 

Central Stales: ALBERT VAIL, CARL SCH£FFLI'JI.. 
Editorial Staff; ALB£JlT R. \VINDusr-GERT1I.UDE BUIKEHA-Dll.. ZIA M. BAGDAD! 

Honorary Member; :MIRZA AHYAD SOHRAB 

Val.U Asma 1,76 (Aua:ust I, 1920) No.8 

Letter from Dr. Zia M. Bagdadi 
Haifn, Palestine, 

June 22, 19"20. 

To the STAR 01" TilE WEST--l\Iay my life 
be a sacrifice in the path of its success ! 

My beloved brother Albert Windust 
and my deal' sister Gertrude! Buikema: 
Sinee I left America until this very 
moment my time has been divided iu 
three parts--Olle-third engaged in leal'n
ing from our Master, the source of di
vine learning, and serving as a trans
lator; one·third in actual medical sen"
ice to the Rahais, and one-thil·d in medi
tation, thinking and in prayer for all 
the American friends. 

I havc been praying and bcggoing as
sistance and blessings from BAHA '0'
I.I,,\H und Abdul-Baha and OlC Bab, so 
much that I feel that I have made them 
tired of my cries! No time was left f01'. 
correspondence with yOll or with all the 
dear friends for whom I am always 
praying and whose faces arc e!\"er pic-

tlu·ed before my eyes. For in this most 
holy and most sacred land, the months 
pass as moments or as the flash of 
lightning. 

Althongh the environment of my birth 
land is not ne:w to me, yet to try and 
describe the life, the teachings, the 
deeds, the personality of Abdul-naha 
and the beauty and the spirituality of 
both the most sacred places of n. .... IIA '0'

LLAH and the Bab, one must call on a 
hundred-thousand pens like that of il 

Shakespeare or a hundred-thOllSanJ 
eloquent tongnes like that of Prof. 
Browne. Nay, rather, it is hard and 
Yel')' hard to even picture to you the 
charm and the beauty of the live..'; of 
the most humble scrvants of this Holy 
Threshold. Therefore, I eonld only fill 
the chambers of my heart und tIl{' 
shelves of my brain with the gems of 
heavenly lessons. God grant that this 
servant may treasure this impcrishabh! 
treasure and appreciate the value of 
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these etcrnal blessings so that he may 
bn worthy of becoming a scrvant to 
('very sincere worker in America. 

Everybody here and throughout the 
Orient inquires about the STAR OJo' TilE 

WEST, and they long to sec it. The 
~raster's wish is as follows: That at 
prescnt 1 should continue to work on 
the Persian section just as I Iormerly 
did, to quote from the 'Vords of R,uIA
·o'LLAU and Jlublish articles that have 
universal interest and benefit; and in 
the Iuture he will S<llId someone who 
will devote his time to it. At pre~nt 1 
am waiting for the first chance to secure 
passage on n boat to sail for America. 
'1'he shortage of coal on account of 
strikes, the decrease of ships on ac
connt of submarine destnlction, t.he 
increased migration on account of un
I·est and the higb cost of living, all to-

gether have multiplied the burden of 
traveling hardships. 

Plcase convcy my love and longings 
to your households and to ull the friends 
in America, especially t.he Chicago Bu
hai Assembly. All send their Abha love 
hom this most fragrant und luminous 
spot. 

I beg to rcmain, your humble co-
worker, 

Z · ,,1a. 

P. S.-.Tenabi Assadollah Fazel l\fazan
darani is indeed a l)l·eeious girt from 
the :\faster to America. TIe is }('arlled, 
sincere, humble and se\"cl"cd from mortal 
things. I 110PO as long as he is in the 
Wcst he will finu in America a real 
home and he will rcad the smile of true 
Bahai hospitality in every American 
facf'. Please convey my love and Ion\!:
ings to him, also to Manneher Khan. 

To the Central Organization for a Durable Peace 
(Continued from page 127) 

communities and religions Illay find their highest wish realized in it. At present 
tho teachings of ILis Holiness DAlIA'a'LulI are such that all the communities of 
the world, whether religious, politiCtll or ethical, ancient or modern, fmd in the 
teachings of BAHA 'o'LLAn the expression of their highest wish. 

For cxamp!r, the people of religions find, in the teachings of His Holiness 
nAHA 'o'LLAn, tile establishment of Universal Religion-a rcli~ion that pcrfeetly 
conforms with present conditions, which in reality effects the immediate cure of 
the incurable disease, which relieves every pain, and bestows the infallible 
antidote for every deadly poison. For if we wish to arrange and organize the 
world of mankind in accordance with the present religious imitations find thereby 
to establish the felicity of the world of mankind, it is imposl:lible and impracti
cable-for example, the enforcement of the laws of the. Old Tcstament (Taurat) 
and also of the other religions in accordance with prCllent imitatiolls. But the 
essential basis of all the Divine ·Religions which pertains to the virtues of the 
world of mankind and is the foundation of the welfare of the world of mllll, 

is found in the teachings of TIis TIoliness BAHA 'O'LLAH in thc most perfect 
preselltation. 

Similarly. with regard to tho peoples who clamor for frtwom: the moderate 
freedom which guarantees the welfare of the world of mankind and maintains 
and preserves the universal relationships, is found "in ita fullest power and 
extension in the teachings of His Holiness BAHA'O'LLAIr. 

So with regard to political parties: that which is the greatest policy dirceting 
the world of mankind, nay, rather, the Divine policy, is found in the teachings 
of ]1is Holiness RUJA'O'LLAII. 
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Likewise with regard to the party of "equality" which seeks the solution 
of the economic problems: until now all proposed solutions have proved imprac
ticable except the economic proposals in the teachings of His Holiness R\HA'O'

LI .. AII which are practicable and cause no distress to society. 

So with the other parties: when yo look dooply into this matter, ye will dis
cover that the highest aims of those parties are found in the teachings of 
RUU'O'LLAIT. These teachings constitute the all-inclusive power among all 
men and are practicable. But thero are some teachings of the past, such as 
those of the 'l'aUl'at, which cannot be carried ont at the prosent day. It is the 
same with the other religions and the tonets of the various seets and the different 
parties. 

For example, the question of Unh"ersal Peace, about wllieh His Holiness 
BAHA'O'LLAII says that the Supreme Tribunal must be established: although the 
League of Nal'ion.~ has been brought into existence, yet it is incapable of estab
lishing Universal Peace. Dut the Supremc Tribunal which His Holiness BAHA

'O'LLAU has described will fulfil this sacred task with the utmost might and 
power. And his plan is this: that the national assemblies of each country 
and nation-that is to say parliaments should elect two 01' three persolls who 
are the choicest men of that nation, and are well informed concerning inter
national laws and the relations between govcrnments and awarc of the es.~en
tial needs of the world of humanity in this day. The number of these reprc
sentatives should be in proportion to the number of inhabitants of that country. 
'I'he election of these souls who .1re chosen by tile nationnl assembly, that is, the 
parliament, must be confirmed by the uppcr house, the ~ongress and the 
cabinet and also by the president or monarch so these perSOns may be the 
elected ones of all the nation and the government. From among tllCse people 
tIle members of the Supreme Tribunal will be elected, and all mankind will 
thus have a share therein, for everyone of these delegates is fully representative 
of his nation. When the Supreme Tribunal gives a ruling on any international 
question, either unanimously or by majority-rule, there will no longer be any 
pretext for the plaintiff or ground of objection for the defendant. In case 
any of the governments or nations, in the execution of the irrefutable decision 
of the Supreme Tribunal, be negligent or dilatory, the rest of the nations will 
rise up against it, because all the governments and nations of the world are the 
supporters of this Supreme Tribunal. Consider what a firm foundation this is! 
But by a limited and restricted League the purpose will not be realized as it 
ought and should. This is the truth about the situation, which has been stated. 

Consider how powerful are the teachings of Ris Holiness BAHA'O'LLAI1. 

At a time when His Holiness was in the prison of Acea and was under the 
restrictions and threats of two blood-thirsty kings, notwithstanding this fact, hir;; 
teachings spread with all power in Persia and other countries. Should any 
teaching, or any principle, or any community fall under the threat of a power
ful ana blood-thirsty monarch it will be annihilated within a short space of time. 
At present for fifty years the Bahais in Persia and most regions have been 
under severe restrictions and the threat of sword and spear. Thousands of 
souls have given their lives in the arena of. sacrifice and have fallen as victims 
under the swords of oppression and cruelty. Thousands of esteemed families 
have been uprooted and destroyed. Thousands of children have been made 
fatherless. Thousands of fathers have been bereft of their sons. Thousands 
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of mothers have wept and lamented for their boys who have been beheaded. All 
this oppres."iOll and cruelty, rapacity and blood-thirstiness did not hinder 01" 

prevent the spread of the teachings of BAnA 'O'LLA!!. They spread more and 
more every day, and power and might became morc evident. 

It may be that some foolish person among the Persians will affix his name 
to t1l(~ contents of the Tablets of His Holiness BAMA 'O'LLAD or to the explana
tions given in the tetters [Tablets] of Abdul-Baha and send it to that esteemed 
Assembly. Ye must be aware of this fact, for IIny Pcn;ian who seeks fame or 
has some other intention will take the entire contents of the Tablets ot His 
TIolincss BAllA 'O/LLAII and publish them ·jn his own lIame or in tbat of his 
conUllUllity, just as happened at the Universal Races Congre>s ill London before 
the war. A Persian took the substunee of the Epistles of His Holiness BADA
'O'LI.AD, entered tJtat Congress, ga,·e them forth in his own name and pub
lished them, whereas the wording was exactly that of lIis Iloliness R\H.\'O'LLAH. 

Some such souls have gone to Europe and have caused confusion in the min<b 
of the people of Europe and have disturbed the thoughts of some Orientalists. 
Ye must bear this fact in mind, for not fL word of these teachings was hcard 
in Persia before the appearance of BAHA 'O'LLAII. Investigate this matter so 
that it may become to you evident and manifest. Some souls are like parrots. 
They learn any note which they mRy hear, and sing it, but they them.sel~es 
are unaware of what they utter. There is a seet in Persia at present made up 
of a few souls who are called Babis, who claim to be followers of nis IToliness 
the Bab, whereas they are utterly unaware of nis noliuess. They have some 
secret teachings which are entirely opposed to the teachings of DAliA 'O'LLAD 
and in Persia people know this. But when these souls come to Europe, they 
conceal their own teachings and utter those of nis lloliness BAllA'O'LLAII, for 
they know that the teachings of liis Holiness BAllA'O'LLAH are powerful aud 
they therefore declare publicly those teachings of BAnA 'O'LLAll in their own 
nnme. As to their S{'Cret teachings, they say that they are taken from the 
Book of Beyan, and the Book of Beyan is from Ris Uoliness the Dab. When 
ye get hold of the translation of the Book of Beyan, which has been translated 
in Persia, ye will discover the truth that the teachings of DABA'O'LLAII are 
utterly opposed to the teachings of this sect. Beware lest ye disregard this 
fact. Should ye desire to investigate the matter further, enquire from Persia. 

In fine, when traveling and journeying throughout the world, wherever 
one finds construction, it is the result of fellowship and love, while every
thing that is in ruin shows the effcct of enmity and hatred. Notwithstanding 
this, the world of humanity has not become aware and has not awakened from 
the sleep of heedlessness. Agaiu it engages in differences, in disputes and 
wrangling, that it may set up ranks of war and may run to and fro in the 
arena of battle and strife. 

So is it with regard to the universe and its corruption, existence and non
existence. Every contingent being is made up of different and numerous ele
ments and the existence of everything is a. result of composition. That is to 
say, when between simple elements a composition takes place a being ames i 
the creation of beings comcs about in this way. And when that composition is 
upset, it is followed by decomposition, the clements disintegrate, and that being 
becomes annihilated. That is to say. the annihilation of everything consists in 
the decomposition and the separation of elements. Therefore every union and 
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color, of leaves, of flowers and of fruits, each will contribute to the beauty Rud 
charm of the otherg and will make an admirable garden, and will appear in 
the utmost loveliness, freshness and sweetness. Likewise, when difference and 
variety of thoughts, forms, opinions, characters and morals of the world of man
kind comE" unJer the control of ouc Supreme Power and the influence of the 
composition among the elements is the cause of life, while dissociation and 
separation is the cause of death. In short, attraction and harmony of things are 
the cause of the production of fruits and useful results, while repulsion 
and inharmony of things are the cause of disturbance and annihilation. From 
harmony and attraction, all living contingent beings, snch as plant, animal 
and man, arc realizcd, and from inharmony and repulsion decay sets in 
and annihilation becomes manifest. Therefore whatevcr is the cause of har
mony, attraction and union among men is the life of the world of humanity, 
and whatcver is the cause of difference, of repulsion and of separation is 
the CHuse of thc death of mankind. And when thou passest by a garden 
wherein vegetable beds and plants, flowers and fragrant herbs arc all com
bined so as to form a harmonious whole, this is an evidence that this plant.ation 
and this rose garden have been cultivated and arranged by the C<'lre of a perfect 
gardener, while when thou seest a garden in disorder, lacking arrangement and 
confused, this indicates that it has becn dcprived of the care of a skillful gar
dener, nay, rathel', it is nothing but a mass of weeds. It 1ms thereforc been 
made evident that fellowship and harmony arc indicative of the training of the 
real Educator, while separation and dispersion prove wildness and deprivation 
of Divine Training. 

Should anyone object that, since the communities and nations and races and 
peoples of the world have different formalities, customs, tastes, temperaments 
and morals and varied thoughts, minds lind opinions, it is therefore impossible 
for ideal unity to be made manifest, und complete union among men to be 
realized, we say that differences are of two kinds. One leads to destmctioll, and 
that is like the difference between warring peoples and competing nations who 
destroy one another, uproot each other's families, do away with rest and com
fort and engage in bloodshed and rapacity. That is blameworthy. But the 
other difference consists in variation. This is perfection itself and the cause of 
the appearance of Divine bounty. Consider the flowers of the rose garden. 
Although they are of different kinds, various colors and diverse fonns and 
appearances, yet as they drink from one water, arc swayed by one breeze and 
grow by the warmth and light of one sun, this variation and this difference 
cause each to enhance the beauty and splendor of the others. The differences ill 
manners, in eusto)lls, in habits, in thoughts and opinions and in temperaments 
is the cause of the adornment of the world of mankind. This is praiseworthy. 
Likewise this difference and this variation, like the difference and variation of 
the parts and members of the human body, are the cause of the appearancc of 
beauty nnd perfection. As these different parts and members are under the con
trol of the dominant spirit, and the spirit permeates all the organs and members, 
and rules all the arteries and veins, this diffcrence and this variation strengthen 
love and harmony and this multiplicity is the greatest aid to unity. If in a 
gardell the flowers and fragrant herbs, the blossoms and fruits, the leaves, 
branches and trees arc of one kind, of one form, of one color and of one 
arrangement, there is no beauty or sweetness, but when there is variety of 



STAR OF THE WEST 133 

world of oneness, they will appear and be displayed in the most perfect glory, 
beauty, exaltation and perfection. Today nothing but the power of the Word of 
God which encompasses the realities of things can bring the thoughts, the minds, 
the hearts and the spirits under the shade of One Tree. He is the Potent in 
all things, the Vivifier of souls, the Preserver aDd the Controller of the world 
of mankind. Praise be to God, in this day the light of the Word of God has 
shone forth upon all regions, and from all sects, communities, nations, tribes, 
peoples, religions and denominations, souls have gathered under the shadow of 
the Word of Oneness and have in the most intimate fellowship united and har
monized! 

Some time ago, during the war, a letter [Tablet] was written regarding 
the teachings of His Holiness BARA'o'LL,\R which may appropriately be 
appended to this epistle. 

TABLET 

He Is God! 
o people of the world! 

The dawn of the Sun of Reality is assuredly for the illumination of the 
world and for the manifestation of mercy. In the assemblage of the family of 
Adam results and fruits arc praiseworthy, and the holy bestowals of every 
bounty are abundant. It is an absolute mercy and a complete bounty, the 
illumination of the world, fellowship and harmony, Jove and union; nay, rather, 
mercifulness and oneness, the elimination of discord and the unity of whomso
(wcr are on the earth in the utmost of freedom and dignity. The Blessed Beauty 
[BAHA'O'Ll-AR] said; "All are the fruits of one tree and the leaves of onc 
branch". He likened the world of existence to one tree and all the souls to 
leaves, blossoms and fruits. Therefore all the branches, leaves, blossoms and 
fruits must be in the utmost of freshness, and the brin~ing about of this delicacy 
and sweetness depends upon union and fellowship. Therefore they must assist 
each other with all their power and seek everlasting life. Thus the friends of 
God mnst manifest the mercy of the Compassionate Lord in the world of 
existence and mu~t show forth the bounty of the visible and invisible King-. 
They must purify their sight, and look upon mankind as the leaves, blossoms 
and fruits of the tree of creation, and must alwuys be thinking of doing good 
to some one, of love, consideration, affectiOn and assistance to somebody. They 
must sec no enemy and count no one as an ill wisher. They must consider every
one on the earth as a friend; regard the stranger as an intimate, and the alien as 
a companion. They must not be bound by any tic, nay, rather, they should 
be free from every bond. In this day the one who is favored in the threshold 
of grandeur is the one who offers the cup of faithfulness and bcstowl> the pearl 
of gift to the enemies, even to the fallen oppressor, lends a helping hand, and 
cOIlBiders every bitter foe as an affectionate friend. 

These are the commands of the Blessed Beauty, these are the counsels of 
the Greatest Name. 0 ye dear friends! The world is engaged in war and 
struggle, and mankind is in the utmost conflict and danger. The darkness of 
unfaithfulness has enshrouded the earth and the illumination of faithfulness 
has become concealed. All nations and tribes of the world have sharpened their 
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claws and are warring and fighting with each other. The edifice of man is 
shattered. Thousands of families are wandering disconsolate. Thousands of 
thousands of 80uls are besmeared with dust and blood in the arena of battle 
and struggle every year, and the tent of happiness and life is overthrown. 
The prominent men become commanders and boast of bloodshed, and glory in 
destruction. One says: .. I have severed with my sword the necks of a nation," 
and one: "1 have levelled a kingdom to the dust"; and another: "I have 
overthrown the foundation of a government." This is the pivot around whieh 
the pride and glory of mankind nrc revolving. In all regions friendship and 
uprightness are denounced and reconciliation and regard for truth are despised. 
The herald of peaCe, reformation, love and reconciliation is the Religion of the 
Blessed Beauty which has pitched its tent on the apex of the world and pro
claimed its summons to the people. 

Then, 0 ye friends of God! Appreciate tIte value of this precious Revela
ti on, move and act in accordance with it and walk in the straight path and 
the right way. Show it to the people. Raise thc melody of the Kingdom and 
spread abl'oad the teachings and ordinances of the loving Lord so that the 
world may become another world, the darkened earth may become illumined 
and the dead body of the people may obtain new lifc. Every soul roay seek 
everlasting life through the breath of the Merciful. Life in this mortal 
world will quickly come to an end, and this earthly glory, wealth, comfort and 
happiness will soon vanish and be no more. Summon ye the peoplc to God and 
call the souls to the manners and conduct of the Supreme Concourse. '1'0 the 
orphans be ye kind fathers, and to the unfortunate a refuge and shelter. To 
the poor be a treasure of wealth, and to the sick a remedy and healing. De a 
helper of every oppressed one, the protector of every destitute one, be ye ever 
mindful to serve any soul of mankind. Attach no importance to self-seeking, 
rejection, arrogance, oppression and enmity. Heed them not. Deal in the 
contrary way. Be kind in truth, not only in appearance lind outwardly. Every 
sonl of the friends of God must concentrate his mind on this, that be may 
manifest Ule mercy of God and the bounty of the Forgiving One. 11c must 
do good to every sonl whom hc ellcounters, and render benefit to him, becoming 
the cause of improving the moral 'I and eorrecting the thoughts so that the light 
of guidance may shine forth and the bounty of His Boliness the Merciful One 
may encompass. Love is light in whatsoever house it may shine and enmity is 
darkness in whatsoever abode it dwell. 

o friends of God! Strive ye SO that this darkness may be utterly dispelled 
and the Hidden Mystery may be revcaled and the realities of things made 
evident and manifcst. 

(Signed) ABDUL·BAHA ABBAS. 

Translated by: SROGHI R.umANI, 
DR. ZlA M. BAGDADI, 

(Haifa, Palestine, December 17, HI19.) 

MlRZA LoTFULLAII HAKIM, 

DR. J . E. ESSI.EMQ'ST. 
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o yc members of thc Spiritual .Assem
bly I Become ye firm and steadfast in 
the Covcnant and Testament to such a 
degree that your meeting bc<:ome the ex
pression of one soul, and endeavor ye 
with your hearts and minds SO that ye 

may become the cause of the illumina
tion of this darkened world and that 
through your efforts the Lights of the 
Kingdom dawn upon this nether sphere. 

(Words of Abdul-Baha, from Tablets 
0/ Abdtll.-Baha, page 438.) 
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STAR OF THE WEST 
"We desire hut the Rood of the world and the happiness of the nations; that all nations 

shall become one in faith and all men as brothers; that the bonds of affection and unity be
tween the sons of men shall be st renftthened. that diversity of religion shall cease and differ
ences of race be annulled. So it shall be; these: fruitleS! strifes; these: minous wars shall 
pass away. amI the 'Most Great Peace' shall comc:."-BAHA'O'U.AH. 

Vol. 11 Kamal 1,76 (August 20, 1920) No.9 

Recent Tablet from Abdul-Baha to Mrs. Corinne True 

To the dear daughter of the Kin~dom, Mrs. Connne 'l' t'uc. Chicago. UI.-lIpon 
her be the light of God, the )IORt [.luminous! 

He Is Gud! 

o thou deal' daught.er of the Kingdom! 

Thy letter has been received and the proceedingli of the Convention Hllder
stood. Thanb be unto God that this Convention was supported by the con
firmations of the Kingdom of Abha nod as thou didst wish it was formed alld 
ended. 

Praise ue unto God, that the model of the MHshrckol-Azkar made by MI'. 

Bourgeois was approved by his honor, Mr. Remey, and selected by the Con
vention. Ilis honor, 1\11'. Remey is, vcri!y, of perfect sincerity. He ilt likc 
unto transparent wtlter, filtered, lucid and without any impurity. He worked 
earl1c.<iUy for several years, but he did not have any personal motive. He bas 
110t attachment to anything except to the Cause of Ood. This is the spirit of 
the firm and this is tbe characteristic of the sincere. 

The model of the :Mashrekol-Azkar is, however, too big. 1t neeilil several 
millions of dollars for the cost (of construction). If poS!!ible, Mr. Bourgeois 
may reproduce the same model on a smaller sealc, so that. one miUion dollars 
may suffice for its constructiou. This should be reconsidcred ouly if possible. 

Thy lWrvices to the ~rashrekol-Azkar are aecr-pted fit the Threshold of the 

Most. Great Onc. 

Conycy on my behalf the most. wonderful Abha greetings to all the fricnds, 
especially to the Iiouse of Spirituality and other AS.<it'lUbliNl. Practirr utmost 
atrection towards thy dear daughteNi on my bE>half. [ha\·c no opportunity 
to write more than this. 

Upon thee be the light of the Most Luminous! 

(Signed \ ASDUL-ll,uL\ AUDAS. 

(Translated by Azizullah S. Bahadur, June 12th, 1920, ITai fa, Palestine.) 

, 
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7he MOD1:L FOR TH£ 
UAHAI TU\PU;, ClIICAGO 

LOUIS J. BOURGhOlS, AIlCHlnCT 

~ .!!7 
/./{I{eid 

T HE model designed by Louis J. 
Bourgeois for the great Rahai 
Temple to be built in OIicago is 

attracting much attention from archi
te(ts. It is of unusual interest from 
several points of view. The Temple is a 
new and original 
form in architec
ture--"the first new 
idea in architecture 
since the thirteenth 
century." according 
to Mr. H. Van 
Buren Magonigle. 
Beautiful in the 
harmony of its pro
portions, it has in 
addition a singular 
charm in its sym
bolism; and to the 
psychologist it is 
noteworthy,because 
the creator de
clares: "It is Baha 
allah's temple. I 
am only the channel 
through w hie h it 
came." 

Greek and Egyptialf temples; while the 
treatment of the doors and windows is 
Romanesque in form. and both Gothic 
and Arabic in the intricacy and beauty of 
omamentatiQD. The second story is 
Renaissance in line and Gothic in the in· 

terlaced arches of 
its openings. The 
t h i r d is restful, 
quiet and Renais
sance in treatment. 
Above it rises a 
lovely dome, sug· 
gestive of Byun
tine forms; but 
above the closed 
top rise other beams 
of the dome itself 
like hands clasped 
in prayer, so that 
the dome gives the 
feeling of ascen
sion and aspiration 
found previously in 
the Gothic towers 
alone. 

In form the tem
ple is a nonagon, or 
n i n e-sided struc
ture, and its lower LOUIS 1. BOURGEOIS. 

In the geometric 
forms of the orna
mentation covering 
the columns and 
surrounding win· 
dows and doors of 

story offers a complete innovation in 
architecture in the use of nine inverted 
half cirdes. with a great doorway in the 
centre of each, so that from whatsoever 
side one approaches lhe edifice it seems to 
extend its arms in welcome. From dome 
to foundation it is a unique creation and 
unlike any building in existence, yet one 
reads in its curving beauty the story of 
the architecture of the world. The first 
floor in its simplicity of line suggests the 

the temple, one deciphers all the re
ligious symbols of the world. Here are 
the swastika cross, the circle, the triangle, 
the double triangle or six pointed star 
(or Solomon's seal, the magic symbol of 
necromancers of old); but more than 
this. the noble symbol of the spiritual 
Orb, or Sun behind the Saviour of man· 
kind; the live pointed star, representing 
the man saviour--Christ or Buddha or 
Mohammed; the Greek Cross, the Roman 

SOl 
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THE ARCHITECTURAL RECORD. 

or Christian Cross j and, supreme above 
aU, the wonderful nine pointed star, fig
ured in the structure of the temple itself, 
and appearing again and again in its 
ornamentatiOll, as significant of the Spir
itual Glory in the world today. 

The nine pointed star reappcMs.in the 
formation of the windows and doors. 
whiclt are all topped by this magnifi~ 
allegory of spiritual glory, from which 
extend gilded rays covering the lower 
surfaces, and illustrating, in this vivid 
and artistic limning, the descent of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Curiously enough this DUClnt of the 
Holy Spint was the first thing Louis J. 
Bourgeois pictured in his drawing of the 
temple. He said, "I did the doors and 
windows of the lower story first, and 
then I got the entire fonn." 

The numbers 9 and 19 recur apia 
and again in the structure of the temple, 
illustrating its basIC principle of Unity-
9 being the nwnber of perfection, con
taining in itself the completion of each 
perfect number cycle, and 19 representin, 
the Union of God and man, as manifested 
in life, civilization and all things. 

His description of how he made tht 
model is as inttr.esting as the structure 
itsdf; but in reading it ont must remem
ber that Bourgeois is an architect of lone 
and wide experienct. He built Gothic 
churches in France.; then he built them 
in Canada. His buildings are found in 
Chicago, in California, where he erected 
and planned the well known house and 
garden of Paul de Longpre, the flower 
painter, and also in New York. 

Twenty-five years ago he had a re
markable spiritual experience, through 
which he came into a knowledge of his 
spiritual self, as wen as his physical man. 
Then he was told that some day he would 
build a great temple, and he made a 
sketch of a circular twelve sided build~ 
ing, at that time. Henceforth he dr~amed 
of his temple, and tried to make a draw~ 
ing of it, but could not. He be<:ame in
terested in the Bahai Movement, and nine 
years ago made an architectural drawing 
of a temple, in order that he might be 
represented in the competition spoken of 
at that time for the erection of a Bahai 

tCIllpJe in Chicago; but he said then 
~~is is not my templ~, I am only putti~ 
It m to get a chance m the competition. 
If I win, 1 can draw the real temple." 

But the.(Ompetition never materialized, 
and four years ago, when he returned 
hom the Bahai convention in BoI<ton, 
Bourgeois suddenly, in an hour's time, 
sketched the lower story of his temple. 
But he could get no further, and half 
dazed by the ornate splendor of this 
fragment realized that he must model it, 
because he could never express on a 
flat surface the many-faced beauty of its 
plan. He endeavored to cut into the 
plaster the intricate tracery of ornament 
he saw; but he had never done such work, 
and he was obliged to ask the help of a 
friend skilled in the art, and after half 
a day's training he went at his task suc
o::essfully. He did each successive story 
in this way, modelling the beauty in plas
ter as it was revealed to him, nev.er seeing 
the whole, yet saying to himself con
stantly, "How do I dare go on? Because 
this is SO wonderful; and how can I 
make a dome wond.rful enough to com
plete it?" And then always the thoue-ht 
would come, "The Power that is givmg 
you this will give you a dome the most 
wonderful of alii" 

So he did the first story with its wel
coming arms, and the second with its 
Gothic elegance, and the third with its 
Renaissance quiet and beauty. One 
morning he wakened suddenly at three 
o'clock and knew that he was to dra~ 
the dome. He was very happy; aDd as 
his fingers flew on for a rich hour, he 
knew that the dome was the most won
derful of all. That is why he says, " It 
is Baha Ollah's temple. It is not mine t" 

There is another side to this temple 
story, which is both human and appeal
ing. It has to do with love and compre
hension and faithful service. The archi
tect is not rich, and he realized that if 
he worked at his modt:! the family income 
would cease, and perhaps no one would 
ever build his mighty temple. His wife 
is also an artist, but she bought a little 
notion store in West Englewood; and 
while he worked on the model, she sold 
ice cream and candy. When he needed 
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day for his first modelling he was out 
of money, 50 he went into the garden, 
filled his wife's clothes basket with 
Dorothy Perkins roses, which covered 
the: arbor. He took them to New York 
and saM them for five dollars, with 
which he bought his day. 

He though he could make the model 
in thrt':e months, but it took him three 
years, and he says his wife is really the 
temple builder, for had it not been for 
her sympathy and cheerful sacrifice he 
never could have carried to completion 
the gigantic work. 

The model is now on exhibition at the 
Kevorkian gallery in New York City. 
It was chosen for erection in Chicago by 
the delegates to the Bahai Convention, 
held r(X':cntly in Ne~ York. Its original 
plan demands a building 360 feet in 
height, and 450 feet in diameter; but 
these figures will be halved for the 
Chicago structure, making a dimension of 
180 by 225. The building constructed 
in this size will cost somewhere near a 
miUion and a half dollars. 

One naturally asks what is behind such 
a conccpti<M and what it means for 

humanity. The Bahai Movement, which 
is planning this stupendous creation, is 
the greal international movement of 
Unity and Brotherhood, which arose in 
Persia in 1844 and extends its branches 
and its influence everywhere at the pres
ent time. It was first taught by Ali 
Mohammed, who was presently given the 
title of Bab or Gate, meaning a door 
opened between .heaven and, earth. He 
foretold the corolDg af Baha QUah, who 
he said would appear in nineteen yean, 
and would be the Glory of God for all 
mankind through the nobility of his life 
and teachings. Baha OJiah means the 
Glory of God, and his influence, penetrat
ing all mankind in the Glory shining 
through him, will at length unite all 
religions, all nations, at! raccs-h:mish· 
ing hatred, rancour, partisanship in the 
great love which rises through realiza
tion of the Fatherhood of God and the 
truc brotherhood of mankind. 

Baha Ollah died in 1892 in the prison 
town of Acea, Syria, to which he had 
been sent by those persecutors \\ho, as in 
the case of all the Prophets, could nOI 
distinguish light from darkness. He left 

S03 
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the leadership of the movement in the 
hands of his son, Abbas, also a prisoner, 
saying, "I have established a new coven
ant between God and Man, and my son 
is the c;cntre of that covenant." 

His son took the title of Abdul Baba, 
or The Servont of God, literally, the 
Slave of the Glory, and the name.of 
Abdul"'Baha has already become known 
evrrywhere, the synonym for service, love 
and wisdom. He was f reed from im
prisonment in 1908, through Ihe action 
of the constitutional revolution in Turkey, 
and since then has travelled in western 
countries. visiting America in 1912. 

The Baha; RevtJation. as it is some
times called, inspires a movement, not a 
sect. It has a very slight organization 

embodied in a Urlily BOIJf'd, which man
ages the Temple fund. The temple will 
be a great placc of worship for all man
kind. Its doors will never be closed; 
no priesthood will ever officiate within 
its walls j about it will be gardens and 
fountains; and beyond these, a series 
of buildings devoted to the application of 
true religion to life, a hospital. an orphan 
asylum, a hospice or house of hospitality, 
a guild house, a university, etc. Only 
worship can be voiced in the temple itself; 
but the results of such worship are to be 
evidenced in these surrounding buildings, 
where all activities of the community will 
meet in the comradeship inspired by 
mutual counsel from which criticism and 
politics shall have been banished. 

505 

1+3 



• 

STAR OF THE WEST 
TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA 

o thou ST .... 01' TBt WUTI 
Be thou happy I Be thou happy I Shoulds! thou continue to remain firm and elemal, ere 

long thou shall become the Star of the East and shalt spread in every country and dime. 
Thou art the first paper of the Bahais which is organi~ed in the country of America, AI· 
though for the present thy subscribers are limited, thy form is small and thy voice weak, yd 
shoulds! thou stand unshakable, become the object of the attention of the friends and the 
center of the generosity of the leaders of the faith who are finn in the Covenant, in the fu
tun: thy subscribers will become hostl after hosts like unto the waves of the sea; thy volume 
will increase, thy arena will become Vllt and .pacious and thv voice and fame .. ill be rai,ed 
and become world-wid~and at last thou shalt become the first paper of the world of human
Ity. Tet.1I thele depend upon /lrm"e" flrm"e", (i.rm7le"/ 

(Signtd) AaoUlrDABA An .... s. 

TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA 
o ye apostles of BABA'O'tLAB-May my life be a ransom to you I 

.•.. Similarly, the Magazine, the ST.u: OF Tar; WasT, must be: edited in the utmost 
regularit,.. but its contents must be the promulgator of the Cause of God-so that both in the 
East and the West they may become informed of the most important events. 

(Sig ntd) AaoUL-BABA ABus. 

STAR OF THE WEST FOUNDATION 
N orlhtD-Itern Slatts: HOOPER HAUlIS. W tsle,.n Slales: H!L£N' S. GooDALL. 
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Ho"o,.ary Mtmber: MIIZA AHMAD SOHIAI 
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Editorial-"Become ye United in the Days of God" 
From the news items of a few of the activities in the Cause as recorded, 

we can see how the springtime of this New Dispensation is being heralded; 
but there is nced for many teachers. The soil of human hearts everywhere is 
but awaiting the gift of the seed-sower-the gift whieh contains the gel1U of 
real life, the Message of t11e New Day. 

Abdul-Baha tel.ls us: <lThe believers of God in reality display mueh 
eITort; but this effort must be expended in the right direction." He tells us 
also that he has drawn for us "the plan o[ God"; that he has "explained th{' 
Principles of DAD ,\'O 'U ... \H." "1\ow the promotion of those Principles depends 
upon their (the believers ) co-operation." 

We have in these last words of Abdul-Baha oue of the ways to Ilttaiument, 
to the llecomplishment of the service, at least in part, to which he has been aod 
still ill calling us. It is certain that all efforts will be imm<.>asurably success
ful if there is the necessary co-operation. 

The Center of the Covenant tells us to travel and teach, teach the Cause 
"or choose others and send them" (Divill lJ Plall, page 30), "Now this is the 
time that you may arise and perfonu this most gN'llt service: travd throughout 
the world and call the people to thc Kingdom of God." How is this to be accom
plished save through co-operation' For what other time sball we waitf "These 
numbcred days" are getting fewer and fewer. ITow very brief indeed is the 
remaining time, the last hour of Ollr supreme opportllnity for the lIlost heavenly 
and glorious serviee ever vouchsafed to man. The !'I8int~ and chosen OIlCS through
out the ages longed to live at this time. and how can we who are so privilc~d 
and bles~ed, show our thllnkfulncSI:I nnd devotion save thrOtlgh Slllcrificial scrvirc~ 
rendeN!d day and night' 
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Another instruction of Abdul-Balla i!3 ever presellt: "Become ye firmly 
rooted in this greul aim ; send ye teachers to aU directions. Ever do 1 
beg for you Divine Confirmation. My Spirit is with each one of you." 

From the Utterances of 13A11.4.'0'1>I,"'8, we quote the following: " Rccome 
ye united in the Days of God. Through this, Ilia Ca\l8e will be spread amongst 
the servant'! and the fragranees be wafted over the cities. Ilearken ye to that 
which the Pen of Revelation advises you on the part of the Mighty! Do ye not 
disagree in the Cause of God, for thereby the hearts of the unbelicv~rs are 
rejoiced. Gather yc together with joy and fragrance, then peruse the verses 
of the Merciful, whereby the dOOl'S of knowledge are opened to your heart'!. 
Then ye shall find yourselves in the station of firmness and will sec your souls 
in manifest joy." 

Abdul-Raha is divinely merciful unto us when he tells us that "toda~' no 
power can conscrve the oncnC8.'I of the Bahai world save the Covenant (If Cod." 

And this oneness begets a loving co-operation. 

From B1l11etin No.2, fssued by the Teaching COlllmittee. 

Activities in the American Field 
Extracts from Bulletin 1'\0. 2, i&Sued July 19, 1920, by thc Teaching Committee 

of tllC United States and Canada, appoimcd by the delegates to the COI\\"('ntlon. 

TlllS Number of the Bulletin will 
bring to your attention a record of 

several very interesting activities in the 
Caose, but that which thrills most of all 
is the news pertaining to the very suc
cessful tour of Jenabi Fazel ),[azau

darani. The following words of Abdul
Baha in a 'rllblet dated Haifa , JUlle 3, 
1920, may well be quoted here: 

, . His honor F'azel is one of the elect 
among the believers in His Holiness 
RAIJA'O'LLAH. This respected onc is sev
ered, sincere and eloquent. It is my 
hope that the American friends will 
provc receptive to his advice and ser
mons and understand that there is con
siderable diffcrenee between this hon
ored person and others." 

JENABI FAZEL MAZANDARANl 

Jenabi Fazel and Manouehcr Khan, 
his interpreter, remained for nearly two 
WC(lks during June in Chicago. Tbere 
were two large publie meetings in Ma
sonic Temple. At one Jcnabi Fazel 
~poke on "The Divine Plan for 'W orld 
Unity"; snd at the other on "The Re
markable Spread of the Bahai Cause in 
the East- How it is Reconstructing Per-

sill." Then there wcre cvening meet· 
ings at thc borne of Mrs. Corinne True, 
June 11, 12, Hi, 17 and 19. In regard 
to their stay in Chicago, Mrs. True 
wrote: 

"A great work of nnifying was ue
compLished. Jenabi Fazel found us firm 
in the Covenant, praise be to (lod r We 
had nearly two weeks of meetings in 
the different homC's and two Sundays 
in :Masonic TC'lIlple, /lnd finally on Fri
day evening, June 18th, a large attend
ance of the Assembly gathered at Mis.'! 
Mary Lesch's home, a.nd we saw then 
whllt Jenabi Fazel bad done to get the 
Bahaia more elosely together. lIe spoke 
to the colored people in two of thc lead
ing colored homes, that of Mr. and Mrs. 
Clark and Mr. and Mrs. Barnett. 
Please t('l1 the friends that Chicago was 
tremendously refreshed and warmed up 
by the visit of Jcnabi Fazel and Manou
cher Khan." 

Mrs. Wm. F. Slater also wrote most 
refreshingly of the extraordinary spirit
ual uplift to all the Chicago Arembly 
by the visit of our beloved and revered 
Persian brothers, emphasizing the ab
solutely unique bannonizing spirihlsl 
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f"treet of their presence. Air. Alber t 
Vail '8 letter brought this word: "W(' 
are having some beautiful hours with 
Jenahi Fazel in Chicago. There have 
beel) meetings on the Temple ground'! 
lind others ill the homes where be has 
spoken to the groups aud brought to us 
the Master 's beautiful messages and joy. 
He is an angel of light." 

Before turning their foostep.'J east 
again for service during the summer, ar< 
planned, Our Persian brothers visited 
the Kenosha (Wis. ) Assembly, and the 
brief reports we have had indicate thnt 
they were immensely pleased with the 
Kenosha friends. Returning to Chi(, llgo. 
.Jrnabi Fazelll.nd party left on June 21st 
for the east stopping en' route in De
troit, Mich. 

Then the party proceeded to New 
York City for their second visit. A 
few heavenly days were spent there. 
Mr. Mills: had arranged some meetings, 
and thc harmonizing eITed of the pres
ence of J cnabi Fazel was never more 
noticeable. He has love, peace, kindness 
in his own heart, Rnd he radiates these 
qllalities through confirmations from the 
divine Source. 

One of the most beautiful meetings 
(and a precious experience for all be
lievers fortunate enough to be present ) 
held in and around New York. waC{ the 
brilliant picnic at West Englewood, New 
Jersey, on Saturday, June 26th, an 
event tcrmed by Abdul-Baha himself, 
"The Annual Souvenir of Abdul-Baha ." 
This picnie held each year in the grove 
Ilt West Englewood is looked forward 
to with great joy by the friends, for it 
is in commemoration of the Feast given 
to them by Abdul.Bahn himself when 
he visited the Wilhelm home in 1912. 
Those present at the memorable gather
ing eight years ago often tell us of the 
fragrances of holiness so marked, and 
the rays of the Sun of Truth so mani
fest in, and radiating from, the divine 
host, the Center of the Covenant. 
A bdul·Baha told the friends gathered 
there then, that the Feast they were 
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celcbrating "had a name which would 
last forever and ever. " Each suceessivc 
year since 1912, the gathered friends II.t 
the" Souvenir of Abdul-Bahn" .feel th(> 
spiritual fragrances and confirmations 
and they know that Abdul·Baha is o'er
shadowing them with his spiritual pres
ence. This year the occasion was made 
partieularly happy by the presence 
of Jenabi Fazel. Among others pres
ent were Mr. TIarry Randall of Bos
tOil , Manoueher Khan, a few JnpalleNt' 
brothers, :\1irza Ahmad Sobrab, friend 'i 
from Riverton, N. J., and others, in all 
about one hundred and twenty-five. Mr. 
Roy Wilhelm had charge of the entirc 
program. The evening meeting was held 
in the home of the Wilhelms with many 
inquiring friends present, some of whom 
had neyer heard the Message. Thc day 
was a beautiful one, and it was very evi
dent that all present were experiencing 
the joyousness and real happiness of the 
spirit. 

While Jenabi Fazel was in New York. 
Mirza Ahmad Sohrab joinerl his party. 
and he will tnlvel with him to a great 
extent, in accordance widl instructiOllR 
from Abdul-Bahn to Ahmad contained 
in a cable, and reading as follows: 
"Be with Fazel in important citie$." 
Also we quote the following instrllt'tioll 
of Abdul·Bahn. in a Tablet to Mirzll 
Ahmad Sohrab, revealed in Haifa. May 
18th, and translated in New York City. 
June 26th, ]920: 

"His excellency, the ideal sage, Fazel 
Mazandarani, is the essence of humility 
and submission. God willing, with 
:\fanouchC'r Khan, he has reachrd the 
Cnited Statc.'I under the protection ot 
the Almighty. This respected soul i ~ 
e'-anesccnt in the Cause of thl' nIel!SNl 
Perlection. nc is wise, well infonnecl 
and It thinker. There is no doubt th"t 
he will become the cause of the exhilara
tion, rejoicing and the guidaneo of 
others. You must exercise toward him 
the utmost respect and eon.C{iuerntion , 
and placing your hands in eac.h other's. 
become ye engaged in the promotion of 
the Word of God." 
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Jc.nabi Fazel and party, including 
i\fjl""/.Il Ahmad, left New York for Bos
too the last of June. In Boston they 
were entertained by the friends at the 
Victoria Hotel. Only a brief stay was 
made before leaving for Green Acre, 
where the party spent a few day!! as 
the guests of Mr. and Mrs. Wm. 1-1. R~lU
dall, returning to Boston after the 4th 
of July. Life at Grecn Acre was found 
very delightful. Since their return to 
Boston, reports from many of the friends 
continually arriving, contain thrilling 
accounts of the really constructive work 
actually accomplished and being accom· 
plished; of the splendid openings and 
opportunities for service among all 
classes of poople. indieating that the 
"Doors of the Kingdom" arc being 
widely opened for Boston, the first city 
in New England. 

On July 8th, a large public meeting 
.,as held in Pilgrim Hall whieh was very 
well attended. Jenabi Fazel's subject 
was" Abdul-Baha: nis Life and Teach
ings." The many strangers present 
manifested great! interest and enthus
iasm, and this talk alone, addressed to 
such thinking, serious-minded, seeking 
8Ouls, means that some day a rich har
vest will be gathered from this seed 
planting. 

Two public talks were also given at 
Community ITousc on Mas'18.chuselts 
Ave.: On Monday evening, July 12th, 
a talk on .. The Remedy for World 
Troubles" at the St. Paul A. M. E. 
Church in Cambridge j on JUly 13th, 
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. M. C. 
Oglesby, Somerville, Mass., and every 
morning from July 7th to July 18th, 
from 10 :30 to 11 :30, there were a series 
of public meetings at the Hotel Victoria. 

An cxcerpt from a letter of Mr. Ran· 
dan's, dated June 29,1920, to Mrs. Par
SOIlS, gives a splendid idca of the ideal 
attitude of Jenabi Fazel: "I had a 
long talk with Jenabi Fazel, and he doe.q 
not ask or select any onc to travel with 
hint. He is inJepel.dent uf nll e1se save 
God, and he looks upon all the Bahais 

IlS being in one region, and does not 
consider us from the standpoint of our 
virtues or our faults, but he looks upon 
us in the light of our service to the 
Center of the Covenant, and all the 
friends together constitute the body of 
believers in AmeriCa." 

On July 15th, Jenahi Fazel and party 
wcre in 'Voreester, Mass., a public talk 
being given there at the Levana Club 
rooms. In his talk, 80 wisely, graciously 
and eloquently given , Jenabi Fazel em
phasized the point of the practical ap
plication of the Bahai Religion, and 
those present could not fail to catch 
more than a glimpse of the divine civili
zation of the not far distant future. 
Mirza Ahmad presided at this meeting. 
While in this vicinity the friends were 
entertained most beautifully at the 
stately summer hOlllcs of Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas H. CoUios and Mrs. "Morton in 
Princeton, near \\rorecster . 

On July 16th our revered teacher \Va.'" 
in Springfield, Mass., serving, and after 
the engagemcnt there, the party ex· 
peeted to return to Boston for a few 
days, leaving Boston, July 19th, for 
Green Acre, where they will remain for 
two or three weeks. 

ALBERT VAIL 
Mr. Albert Vail '8 work the past month 

has been of extraordinary interest, fo,· 
one of his numerous services has been 
a series of seven brilliant talks on "The 
Bahai Teachings on Immortality." 
These wcre gi\'en at the home of Mrs. 
Corinne True, and repeated at Mr. and 
Mrs. Vail's home. We all know that 
one ()f the topics of vital interest to
day is "Life a.fter Death," and gener
ally, people eagerly listen to one who 
can lead them to a reliable souree of 
information. 

The series included the followinJt 
talks: "The Origin of the Soul;" 
"The Appearance of Mind and Spirit 
in the Soul- its Divine Psychology;" 
"When Eternal Life Begins ;" "Abdul
Rahs's Brilliant Proof ot Immortality j " 
"Is Communication with the Unseen 
World Possible;" "The Value of Psyeh-

I 
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ic Researchi" "The Real Nature of 
Jleavcn, Hell, and the Unseen King
dom;" "The Descent of the Kingdom 
to Earth-A Study of the New Jerusa
lem in the Glorious Book of Revelation." 

Also during the montb Mr. Vail has 
made a trip to St. Louis, and two or 
more \'i~it8 to Urbana, III., and viduity; 
in these oontel"8 spreading the Message 
of the glad-tidings of the Kingdom ami 
in such an inspired way that the seeds 
of truth al'e carried home in the iu.'arts 
of the people. 

ROY C. WILHELM 
Mr. Roy C. Wilhelm is among the trav

eling teachers just now. He left Kew 
York City ou JUlle 27th for an exteusive 
trip to the Pacific eOuSL It is sup
posed to be a husincSIol trip, bnt the 
greater part of H.oy's thinking and ser\"
ing is in the greatest business ill lifc
the Bahai Cau8C,-and as aU friends 
know this, a wave of rejoicing is set ill 
motion when the friends hear thai Roy 
is to make a " ·estern business trip, fllr 
this means that in every c ity where lit' 
abides for a time, the glad-tidjn~ will 
be shared, and his sisters and brotllers 
in the Cause refl-eshed and encouraged. 

WUIS G. GltEGORY 
)Ir. Louis G. Gregory has h('('n ill 

Maryland and Kentucky the past mouth i 
particularly good reports come fl'om 
TJOuisville where he has been staying 
for over two weeks. 1-1 is radiant en· 
thusiasm and spiritual zcalousne:iS, his 
comprehensive presentation of the Bahai 
Message and teachings or this new Day 
of God, are attracting wide attention 
wherever he goes in the Soutlllnnd. He 
is meeting with great succeSo-" and not 
antagonism. Mr. Gregory writes as fol· 
lows: 

"The world day by day shows greater 
<'apaeity to rcceh'e tlle Message. 
Signs of awakening appear in the South 
as elsewhere. There Rre many scattered 
believers, and vastly more who sympa
thize with the Causc as far as they un· 
derstand it. Their approval is heart~· 

and inspiring. 

1'HE W ES1' 

"The method of reaching the colored 
people is revealed in the instructions of 
Abdul-Baha, who knows tl]eir custom 
of opening thcir churehes, schools and 
other meetings to visitors who meet their 
;Ipproval ; but to mcct the complex situa
tion, the whites should be reached in 
greater numbers. They are perhaps 
more orthodox and will uot so readily 
open their established institutions, but 
t here is a vast work for teaehen! among 
them. Abdul-Baha, speukin!! of teaeh
ing in the South, says: 'Become ye 
firmly rooted in this great aim. Send 
ye teachers to all directions Rnd become 
ye not apprehensive shO\lid ;re mt'et 
~trong opposition.' 

"Olle of the Illost effective ways of 
n:'aehing- the whites of this region is fol' 
fl'iends from other st,<'tioull to cOllle and 
reside fo]' a seaSOll. Eudl(,AA traces may 
rcsult from such efforts. Miss)f. Klebs, 
who has for a number of winters taught 
llIusie at K. Augusta, S. C., SUll·ted an 
Assemhly there. Mrs. Boyle, spending 
a winter at Miami, Fla., attraet<'d 1I111ny 
who, like herself, were visitors. )lr. 
and Mrs. Ripley of Washington , have 
made several trips to Florida which they 
have improved for teaching. The ef
forts of Dr. Oakshettc and Fred )forten
;'cn were confirmed in Atlanta, Oa., 
where there is a radjRnt group. Elmore 
Hays, who spent some time west, after 
receiving- thl' l\les.~al!e in Atlanta, ha~ 
rl'turned and is doing fille work. 'rhe 
Lakeland (Fla.) Assembly probably owes 
its origin to the residence of Byron S. 
Lane. The veteran, Paul K. Dealy, has 
lived for many years at Fllirhope, Ala. 
)Uss Annie Reinke at Austin , Tex., is 
8 center of radiance. Dr. and Mrs. Guy 
of Boston, now reside nnd work at St. 
Augustine, Fla., where recently they ar
ranged for Mrs. Ford to lccture. 
)[esnames Stott and Christine at Loui!!
ville, Ky., are the eause of liie anrl hope 
to many souls. 

" Among the colored friendli who ha\'e 
done exceptional residence work !nay 1>f' 
mentioned Prof. Geo. W. nenderson, 
whose business college at Memphis, 
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Tenn., is a center of reality where hun
dreds of shldcnts come in contact with 
the Light. :Mrs. Caroline W. Harris 
teaches the summer colony at Harper's 
Ferry, W. Va. Mrs. H. G. Marshall 
has done a fine service in cities of Ar
kansas. 

"Among those in past years who have 
either traveled or rCl..'1idcd in the South 
and taught, may be mentioned OUI' de
parted brothers, Joseph H. Hamlcn anel 
Chnrles Ii'. TIancy; and our sisters, 
~lesdames Susie Stewart of Richmond 
and Elizabeth Diggctt of Chicago-all 
of illumined and blessed memory. To 
these may be added !llcsdllInes HallIlen, 
(Hooper) Harris, Claudia Coles, Marie 
Watson, Viola Duckett, Miss Geor~ialln 
Deun; Messrs. Tate, Remey, and last 
but not least, Roy Williams, whose shin
ing trace!'! cover a wide circuit. To 
these Dlay again be added many soum 
who believe ill God and the Day or nil! 
Appearance, but on account of ehureh 
connections can only teach in 8. limited 
way; for example Rcv. Dr. Pontor of 
A tlanta, who lived and no doubt died II 

believer. We think, with a smile. of the 
brave Bishop Flipper, who is willin~ to 
tllke up the cud~'I.'1 with thl.' minislen; 
in his conference wbo oppose the Cause; 
and with a broader ~mile, of another 
portly bishop who oppo~cs, but whose 
wife is a firm belicvcl'. Harry Stillwl'll 
Edwards, former postmaster of Macon, 
Ga., has recently come out for the Cau~ 
and has written il.O article for the press 
on the subject. Dr. S. C. Mitchell. 
former president of the University of 
Soulh Carolina, wrotc that 'he had given 
the Message of Abdul-Hahn on many, 
many platfonns. Ile heard Abdul
Baha speak at Lake Mohonk. The presi
dent of Fisk University, to whom "Ml'fI. 
Parsons gave the Message, readily flr
rang('s for the traveling teachers. La~t 
;'t'('ll.r he publicly declared that they w('r(> 
all watching the Bahai Movement with 
kccn interest. 

"Jenabi Fa7.e1, the eminent teacher, 
was surprised to learn that there are 
few Assemblies south as compared with 

other regions. Dc felt that under sim
ilar conditions in Persia, half the fl'iends 
would migrute to a section where fewer 
Assemblies were found. Many of the 
colored havc expressed, upon hearing 
the Message, the fervent wish that it 
might ruso reach the whites. When the 
whites become illumined, they almost in
variably 8ho\\ a magnanimous spirit and 
leach the colored. The latter, while hav
ing the same wish for the advancement 
or the fonner, call only succeed in this 
measurably, in view of well known con
ditions. 1t is hoped in future thnt such 
thriving cities 8..'> Louisville, }'Iemphis, 
Little Rock, Oklahoma City, PI. Worth, 
Dallas, ~ew Orleans, Shreveport, Ril'lli
ingham, Jacksonville, Charleston, Rich
mond, etc., will attrset all increasing 
number of resident teachers, who will 
fonn glowing plaecs of contaet for trav
ding teachers. " 

MARY HAKFORD FORD 

Tile following letter from 
J lanford POI'd is shared 
friends; 

Mt'!I. ::\rllry 
with the 

"Since tbe Temple model has been 
on exhibition at the Kevorkian Gallery, 
its history has been vcry illterestin~. 
The model has a distinctive personality; 
to S("C it is like having an interview wit II 
a holy and mtlgnificent personnge, FOI' 
in.'1lallce, olle day the editor of a theatri
cal magazine came in. nc was some
thing of a scolIer, and had evidently 
heard unpleasant things about the Rahai 
}.[ovement. So he began to eritici?€' the 
Temple. 'It is a very pretty thing, 
he remarked in II. superior tone, 'but it is 
decidedly over-decorated j it will be an 
absurdity in its full Rize.' So the guar
dian of the Temple very gcntly began 
lo show him the significance of the dec· 
orntion,-how each line and CUM'e was 
an expression of a A'reat thought or a 
noble principle, so that all the spiritual 
tradition Hnd future aspiration of the 
human race seemed imbedded in this 
Temple. His face changed and grew 
sofL His eyes began to shine; then and 
there the spirit penetrated him, and 
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thuugh he eame to sta.y (ive minutes, Ill' 
remained two hours and left regretfully. 
Now he has opened his magazine to a 
monthly article on the Bahai Movement. 

"A boy of ten or eleven came rush
ing up the stairs one day and stoPPNi 
suddenly on tIle threshold with a 'Gee! ' 
He had been studying architeetul'c in 
school and wanted to see this ; Hew' 
thing. II e could not repress his ell
thusiaslll. I heard him talking abom It 
the next day to some childreu on the 
stl'eet, and he brought in a little girl 
friend to shan' tile trea>,ure he had dis
covered. 

"Many \'Crr wcalthy and dignified 
people have cOllie also with the sa me 
,'csult. George Grcy Bamard, the 
.<;culptor, declares the Temple marks a 
new development in nrchitecturc, and 
the beginning of a great em in art. TIC' 
believes it will be built not only in Chi
cago, but in its full size on Fort 'Vash· 
ingtoll Heights in New York, where a 
group of millionaires will place it as an 
illustration of what religion has become 
to humanity. His wonderful blue eyes 
~hine as he talks about it, his speakin i! 
hands weave sculpturcs in the air to fit 
his worus, and hc forgets cverything" but 
his marvelous theme. 

"The colored people come ill and l!iL 
quietly drinking in its presence, which 
makes realities of love, brotherhood, the 
immortal life, and sympathy. No one 
leaves cold or critical, and no one can 
utter gossip or criticism or scandals 
within that lovely radiatioll. So on(' 
can im.agine what the great Temple will 
he when it l'ears its stately head in the 
blue heaven and all men feel it!" 

From a recent '1'8b1ct we quotl' the 
following words of Abdul-Baha: "Thy 
letter has been received. Its contents 
indicated that the plan of 1\-11". Bour
geois has been R/.'lccted. It is ver~

good. " 

MR. AND ~IRS. KILL JUS 

For the past two years or more )Tr. 
and Mrs. A. C. Killins have been trav
eling teachers. They left their home 
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in Spokane for the purpo:.c only of 
sowing the seed of the Kingdom thl"Dugh
out the cities of .Montana, as this 
was one of the. State.'> lllentioned by 
Abdul-Baha, at that time, where the Mes
sage had not been spread. I n order to 
lillye sufficient mcans to sustain thew, 
!hpy sold almost all of their household 
helollgiIlgl; and this together with Mr. 
Killius' business of home portrait pho
tographer, enubled them to move about 
frequcntly. During this time they have 
spread the glorious Bahru Message broad
cast, and were very fortunate in having 
11 lIIullber of splendid articles placed 
in the leading newspapers of the State, 
and confirmations in every way sueccs
.~iY('ly reached tJlem. 'rhey have served 
witb a true Bahai spirit of love alld 
ucvotion, and such services and offer
ings of love attracted many to tlle Cause. 

MARION JACK 

lIliss Marion Jack has written u most 
interesting letter about the work in 
western Canada. 'Ve quote excerpts, as 
follows: 

" The soil is cxtremely fcrtile, and the 
Ureat Gardcner is surely busy in this 
field , otherwise the souls who arc l"C

CClltive would not be found so fre
qucutly, for it is very wonderful how a 
stJ"allger who does not consider herseU 
(·ilher a teacher or a speaker, could meet 
and give the l\fessage to well over a hun
dred. The president of the 'Vomen's 
Canadian Club has, at the instigation of 
a former president I met, invited a 
Hahai speaker to occupy their platform 
when one comes this way. Then a 11rs. 
Dunn, a brilliant woman in the world 
of letters, has given us a. good write
up in Fair PlAy, a weekly publication 
that is widely read, and the editor has, 
through this article, become interesteu." 

Vancouver and its environs is very 
promising indeed, and as Miss Jack 
\uites: " Proofs are in evidence all the
time of the truth of the statement of 
the he-avenly Beloved One thllt every
where people now have capacity. Never 
since it has been my joy to SCI-ve haw 
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I seen SO many thinking and unbiased 
souls as in the west,-and if it ig pos
sible for any Bahai friends, who nre 
scc.king for a new field of labor, to eome 
U~ fal' west liS British Columbia, IUIIY 

Ihey come and live in Vancouver. 'Vbrll 
II l3ahai home is opened np here, mcct· 
inlr-l can begin." 

One of Jenabi F'IU:el's wise !111 .... illg8 

~ecms to fit right here, for Mis.q Jack 
does not consider herself n great pub. 
lic speaker, and the secret of her sue
Cf'S!'i is found in tllis saying: "The 
only thing which will enahle onc to Ki,'(' 
fhe Message to the people of the World, 
ill not eloqll{,IlCC nor logic: it is rather 
Jllll'e faith, love and ccstuey." 

_~'l)HE PARMBRTQ:-J 

~Irs. Annie Jiannerton had fill inter· 
('sting month in Cleveland spcakin/.: Ht 
I he ~orth Congregationru Chureh wh(>I'{' 
they have an open forum. Socialist8, 
~Iaterialists, Christians, Jews and otlH~rs 
we're there represented in the meeting 
where she spoke and gave the Message 
of t he Kingdom: a very mixed audi
('nec and just such a representation AS 
usually appears at an open forum in 
any city. A number were attracted and 
asked for literature, for the most pllrt 
on the social and economic teachings. 
The pastor of the church extended an 
invitatioD for a return engagement there 
in the fall, and he will welcome to his 
church any Babai speaker visiting the 
city. Other private meetings were ur
ranged in Cleveland for both the colort'd 
and white people, and there were many 
private interviews with strangers And 
friends, resulting in attraction, zeal. en
thusiasm and a larger unity. 

While Mrs. Parmerton was in San· 
dusky, Ohio, a DeW spirit W8.9 revived 
in the Assembly, and through divine con· 
firmations, the banner of the Covenant 
was manifest, which means a quicken
ing into real life and activity_ Mrs. 
Parmerton also visited Akron, Dayton, 
Hamilton and Middletown, Ohio. 

"-'lOTHER" BEECHER 

"'\[oule,·" B('eCher gives some very 
cilcouraging news of the progress of the 
work everywhere sbe has been traveling. 
She spent two very profitable wceks ill 
~cw liavcn, Conn., giving the Message 
both in public and private meetings, so 
thnt Ii large number of people in that 
city heard the glad-tidings, Interest 
WRS very ~neral, but the Theosophists 
in particular seemed very much at
tracted; a group of them attended 
several of the meetings, and said the 
reason they did so was because there 
was life in Bahai meetings. Now 
through this service and the work also 
of the Misses Tllompsoll, residents of 
~ew 1 laven and who have been striv
ing to hold aloft the Bahai ideals there 
for SO long, the field in New Haven is 
quite ready for another travelin~ 
teacher. "Mother" Beecher also served 
ill New Jersey for a short time, and 
then returned to Canada where she 1'C

IMined for a few days in Montreal, then 
went on to Brookville, Onto Of hel· 
f'xperiellf'c there "Mother" Beecher 
writes: 

"I have found some great souls seek
ing light and peace, mostly church peo
ple who have grov.'ll discontented, and 
arc reaching out after something ra
tional. What a privilege to teach Chris
tians from their own Bible I I have 
longed and prayed for years for this 
bounty, and strangc to say sinee I came 
into Canada last October my work has 
been nearly all Among that class. Also 
IImong some Jews. My work here has 
been private, that is, in homes, rather 
than in public meetings." 

For one like" Mother" Beecher, who 
will on the 26th of JUly be 80 years old 
(or 80 years young as in her case), we 
can readily see that the limitations of 
the human physical do not always oper
ate when the spirit within one takes full 
control, and we strive "to live and move 
and have our being" in the Center ot 
Life. 
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MR. AND MRS. BOSCH 

I"rom Papcele, Tahiti (an Island in 
the South Pacific-French Territory ), we 
have received 11 letter from Mrs. Louise 
Bosch, shared with us by Mrs. True. 
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Bosch left San 
li'T!lllcisco carly last spring traveling to 
that far away Island of the Sea, leaving 
material rest-and the comforts of the 
modern world-responding to the call 
of the Centcr of the Covenant that 
teachers should travel to the ls18n& of 
tbe p'st'ifie- they gave tbe 'Mc.'lSl\gc to 
Mr. Alexander Drollet (the govern
ment interpreter at Tahiti) and bis 
wife. Sister Louise writes: 

"He (Mr. Drollet) was the first who 
bCClllllC a believer lind the first who 
heurd the Truth. We prcscnted the 
Truth to him Rnd his wife in Fl'cneh 
at their home, not long after our arrival 
here. TIc llses the Greatest NAme every 
morning, and he prays that ,vonder(ul 
prayer on page 58 of the Divine P14n. 
Without our telling him, he has sele<'ted 
that prayt'r for himself. In every way 
his rapid spiritual growth has amaleu 
us, and words are unable to expres.'1 OUI' 

thankfulness to God. How great is the 
mercy of Abdul·Baba to have permitted 
us to come bere to find such a soul! 
:\lr. Drollet told us that always he had 
wished and boped to do something some· 
time for the Polynesians here, and hr 
said that he knew now that he would 
translate some of the teachings of Ab· 
dul-Bahn into that language." 

1[RS. GOODALL, MRS. COOPER AND 
MRS. FRANKLAND 

Mrs. Helen S. Goodall, Mrs. Ella 
Goodall Cooper and Mrs. A. J'. b'rank· 
land of Berkeley-those precious friends 
on the Pacific Coast, 'visited in Southenl 
California recently. Mrs. Cooper spoke 
on "The nahai Movement for World 
Brotherhood" at the Recreation Center 
in Santa narbara; and also addT'('Ssecl 
an audience at the large and fashion · 
able TIotel Arlington. Mrs. Frankland 
Mpoke lx>forc tIle Theosophical SO<'iely 
while in Santn 'Barbara. 

SOUTII AMERICA 

Dr. and lfrlJ. Frederic Valles Vllrgas 
and Mrs. Maria Hersch of Buenos Aires, 
Arb~ntine, S. A., have arrived in Cali
fornia, and wi\( make a tour of thi!; 
country, visiting the large Bahai As· 
semblies. These ·new friends from 
Buenos Aires sent a cable of greeting 
to the Bahai Convention in New York. 
Each one of the three has given talh 
on the Babai Cause in Argentine since 
they heard the ::\[essage from )'fiss ::\far
tha Root last September. They repn'· 
IsCnt thc flower of Latin-American cul
ture. 

We arc beginning to gather fruits 
from the beautiful services rendered by 
)liss Root on that great South American 
trip of last year which has added }Jag('" 
to the history of the Ballai Cause ill this 
"·estern world. Ilere nre a few of the 
results which are tortllcoming: 

o 1'heosopltidu, thc ThetlSOphicHI 
Magazine of Bra1.i1 , South America, lluh· 
lished in ruo de Janeiro, has in ibl April 
number a most excellent article enlitiecl 
" The Message 'Balmi to the Spiritll1l1 
World." A short history of the Bab. 
RHLA '0'1.1,,\/1 and Abdul-Ball1l is given: 
thc twelve vital Principles are explained 
and the "to livc the life" quoted ill 
full with some selections from the 
Hidden Words. It was written by Guido 
Gnoechi of Santos, Brazil , under his Bra· 
zilian nom·de-plume Angelo Guido. Two 
other splendid arliclf>s on the Rahai 
Cause written by this samc author have 
come from South America reccntly. 

Abdul-Baba. ill a Tablet to Marthn 
Root received in May, said: "Praise bf' 
to God, the Call of the Kingdom ha ... 
been raised in South America, and the 
seeds of Guidallee have been sowed in 
those cities and regions. Certainly the 
heat of the Sun of Reality, the rain of 
the Eternal Bounty and the breeze of 
the Love of God will make them ger. 
minate. IInve confidence." 

THE TEACntNO COM;\ilTTEE, 

By Mariam Haney, Sec'y. 
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The H ouse of Spirituality in Persia 
Talk by JENABI FAZEL l\IAZANDARANI, given at the Twelfth Annual ~Iashrekol 

Azkar Convention, New York City, April 29, 1920. Interpreted by 
Manucher Khan. Stenographically reported by 

Harris & Stacy, N. Y. 

WE thank God, 
bounties which 

friends, for the 
ITe has bestowed 

upon us. For what He has done for us 
let us express our thanks. -We have 
come at a befitting time, when the Ba
bais are working in the beautiful time 
and day of the Rizwan.lt 

Praise be to God, you have undertaken 
great services, one of the most impor
tant of which is the raising of the fund 
for the :nfasbrekol-Azkar. We have heen 
reading about the Mashrekol-Azkar and 
this news has been heralded throughout 
the world, the llahais everywhere pray
ing earnestly and watching its progress. 
Praise be to God, tha.t sufficient funds 
have already been collected to start the 
work of building. 

Raving l1eard Abdul-Baha speak of 
the Mashrekol-Azkar and having read 
his writings, we know how he-feels about 
the matter. The Bahais throughout the 
world have not only hear d about the 
other Masbrekol-Azkars, but also about 
the one that is to be built in America. 
Many Tablets have been written about. 

·Thc Feast of Rizwan (Faradise) 
commemorates the Declaration of BAllA '

O'LLAH in the Garden of EI-Rizwnn in 
Bagdad, April 21st, 1863. Thc season 
of reasting lasts twelve days-April 21st 
to 1\fay 2d, inclusive. April 21st, April 
28th and May 2d, are especially rele
brated.-Editors. 

the Mashrekol-Azkar in Ishkabad. In 
the Book of Akdas it is commanded that 
lIfasbrekol-Azkars be built. There should 
be a "Mashrckol-Azkar in every city. It 
is Abdul-Baha's wish that the Mashre
kol-Azkar be as grand as it is possible 
to make it, for the more beautiful it is, 
the more attention it will attract, and by 
this, the outward manifestation of the 
spiritual tcmple, will many be drawn to 
the RevcIation of BAHA'O'LLAIT. 

Praise be to God, that you are going 
to build a grand Masbrekol-Azkar. 
'l'here is no doubt that it will require a 
large sum of money to erect such a 
structure, but the sincerity of the Ba
hais will remove all difficulties, and when 
the effort is made eyery obstacle will be 
overcome. 

During the past year a number of 
lIIashrekol-Azkars have been built in 
Persia. There is one in Ramadan, Per
sia. First, a large tract of ~TOund was 
acquired and a building was orected 
thereon. They are adding to the build
ing from time to time, so as to make it 
grand and impressive. Other buildings 
have been placed around it, such as a 
school for boys and a school for girls, 
a Bahai library and a guest bouse for 
the Bahais. The Bahnis of IIamadan 
thought it impossible to erect such a 
building because of the great expense, 
but after they had started it, everything 
worked out right. 
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It seems that new ]ife has entered 
into the llahais of the world for many 
institutions have already been started. 
For instance, the honse where BAIIA'O'
LL.\II resided during his sojourn in Bagh
dad is to be rebuilt, as it is 11 place thot 
will be visited by people from all purts 
of the world and should be presel'\"cd. 
The Bahuis have started to rebuild it. 
" 'hell you undertake to do anything, 
no matter how difficult its accomplish
ment IllUY seem, it will work out right. 

Another thing that bas greatly 
pleased us is the committee of teachers. 
~othing is as important ns teaeitiul:{. 
Everything' l'lse comes after this. The 
morc the teachings are "prcad lind the 
lBo.hais nre increased in number, the 
greater will be the possibility of theil' 
accomplishment. The morc we do, the 
sooner will we attain the goaL That is 
why L"-bdul-Baba has said repeatedly 
that this time is the springtime of teach
ing. H e has repeatedly emphasized thut 
we must do our best to teach and he has 
said tiUlt the Buhais should hold meet
ill~ to commit about this maUer. 

We will tcll you about the Rustern 
method of teaching, as it may throw 
some light on the matter: In aceordancc 
with the commands of Abdul·Buha, they 
have established a Spiritual lIleetil\~ 
( House of Spiritualit,y) in every tOWIl 
of Persia. They elect, that is to say, 
all the Bahais elect, at least nine men 
out of their number. Sometimell it is 
nine, sometimes twice as many and some
times cven three, four, five or even six 
times aM ll1any. This Spiritual :'.reeting is 
like a fotllltnin-head from which flows in
structions for all the committees and sub
committees-that is to say, it hns the 
authority. Tills Spiritual Meetins:: has 
many sub-committees and many sub
meetings are held. F.ver~' branch of the 
work is referred to one of tbese commit
tees. For instance, one of th('se com
mittees is specified as the committee of 
teaching ; that is, teaehcl's are cl('eted, 
a separate committee is appointed, of 

which all tbe mcmbers are teachers. A 
report of their work is made every week 
to the Spiritusl :'.lceting. Meetings for 
teaching are held in every part of the 
city or town and the people are inionned 
thereof. The time is appointed and the 
Babais attend such meetings, takin g 
their friends with them who arc not 
Rahais, the one who addresses such 11. 

meeting being the teacher who has been 
appointed by the comm ittee. 'rhe teach
er informs the committee of his work 
Ilnd the committee makes a report of dle 
work of all the tcuehers to the Spiritual 
)leetillg. To bring people to I\. teaehill~ 
meeting once mny not be sufficient, for 
the words may not have taken eITeet, so 
tbey should be bl'ought a second and 
even a third time. Auother meeting i~ 
held whi('h is cuUed the encouraging 
meeting, that is, those who have b<..'Cli 
partly convinced arc encouraged after 
they have pa!\SC{l the m<>eting of the 
tenchers. Then the}' are taken to ao
other meeting, where fuller information 
is given them and everything possible is 
done for them. 

Much work is llC<'omplisIH'd by the 
Spiritual Meeting and great responsibil
ity rest.<; upon if. In addition to the 
work of teaching, their duty is to keep 
the Bahais together, to unite them and 
to remove all cause of difference and 
di~sion. They do everything they 
can to interest and do not aUow any
thing to enter tlmt will cause dissen
sion and diff('rcn('e. Thus spirituality 
always pre\·ails. Thi!l is of ti'e utmost 
importance. Abdul-naha has repeated
ly emphasized the importance of unity. 
It is Abdul-fillha's wish that we should 
all enter the Kingdom of God, but it is 
hard to be firm and steadfast therein. 
We must aU strive to keep unity and 
harmony. 

Before a Bahai teacher arriyes in a 
city of Persia, the friends ure notified 
of his coming Rnd are given full infor
mation about him. P'ians for hiM eominlt 
are made and arc sent to tbe committee 



STAR OF THE WEST 157 

of teaching. That is the best way to 
spread the teachings. The Bahais liv
ing in a town and understanding the 
conditions there, are in a better posi
tion to know how to spread the Cause 
than would a stranger coming to tllCl 
town. The plan should, thereCol'c, b(' 
drawn by the Bahais of the town and 
should be carried out by the teacher. 

1'hat is the way meetings nnd sub
meetings arc held in the East. If you 
ha\'c Spiritual Meetings like those in 
the East, it will be very advantageou'i 
to yOll and it will also be beneficial to 
have a committee of teaching. T hope 
that erc long you will have Spiritual 
I\leetings everywhere, so that wherever 
we go we will find the plans have been 
made and we can proceed with our work. 

MR. LU~T; I think in the minds of 
many there bus been a dOll ht liS to jus( 
what is intended by the tl'rm "Spiritual 
Meeting" as used by our hl'other Jenabi 
Fazel, and with his permis.'1ion I want 
to ask a question as to what qualifica
tions, in tho Orient., are required of 
those believers who elect what we caB 
the House of Spirituality. 

JENABI FAZEl,: The TIouse of Spirit
uality is till' same as the Spirituul )[cct
ing. That is the mode of procedure in 
Persia. You can do likewise. In every 
town of P('rsia they have a ITOllSC of 
Spirituality, or a Spiritual House or a 
Spiritual Meeting, which are all lhe 
same. Tho members of the Spiritual 
Meeting are elected by the BnlUlis, lhose 
receiving the majority of votes being 
elected. The Rahais elect (,('rtllin ones 
of lheir own number and those elected 
become ('lectors who choose the IJousc of 
Spirituality. These are the condi
tions for choosing the House of Spirit
uality. There are numerous Tab
leis on this subject and one of tbe ('ou
ditions is that the Bahais chos~!Il as mem
bers of the House of Spirituality shOtlld 
be firm in the Covenant and well known 
for their steadfastness; that is to say, 
those who are sincere and are well known 

to the others. Aftcr such members have 
been chosen, they proceed according to 
a plan dctermincd by Abdul-Baha as 
to what they should do. For instance, 
they should ('onsult about teaching. The 
assemblies tllat the tcnchers are to visit 
sl10111d comnltlllicatc with them and tlley 
should be con.'1ultcd beforehand. Thcy 
should consult how to spread the fiahai 
literature and every step taken must be 
a matter of consultation. Of course, 
everything cannot be discussed at the 
meetings of the ITouse of Spirituality. 
There should IX' sub-committees to do 
the work. One of the committees is the 
committee of tcaehing. 1'he only subject 
discussed at thcsc mectillb"S is how to pro
mote the Cause. 1'hcse teachers should 
not sacrifice all of their time in teaching. 
If it is necessary to do that, the work 
should be divided among different ones, 
so that only a part of th("ir time will be 
required in tea('hin~. These teachen; are 
vcrsed in the propllcti('al books, can make 
a good address and can afford to spend 
part of their time at these meetings. 
A tear.hcr is SC'llt to every Ol1e of these 
meetings, in whnt('vcr place or home it 
is held, he b('in~ informed beforehand 
what meeting he is to attend and thc 
appointed tim(', lind the Bahais il1\'ite 
their friends to these meetings of teach
ing. The subject is chosen and the 
tcacher goes to the meeting and gives 
his lecture. The teacher informs the 
teaching committee and the latter re
pOlis to tJle House of Spirituality. Thof!C 
who were invited, who have read the 
words and have bC'cn impressed by the 
tt'acher, are invited to other meetings 
where they are given more information 
and a deeper insight into the teachings. 
That is the way the nahais in Persia 
have their sub-eommittees work. If you 
t.hink it feasible, it would be very good 
to select nine mcmbers to look after Buch 
matters--nine or mOtc, twice as many 
as nine does not matter. They !!hould 
have full authority and should hold 1\ 

meeting of consultation at least once a 
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week about spreading the Cause, and 
of course they should make it a point to 
ascertain what has already been decided 
upon. 

Another important thing is that all 
these meetings should work together in 
harmony and unity. The mission of the 
Bahai is one of service and there is noth
ing besides that. Our greatest desire is 
to render service. Consultation is one 
of the explicit commands of Abdul-Daha, 
but the time and place can be of yom 
own choosing. 

MR. LU~"T: Just one point. I wish 
to clarify one poiDt: ITow is the mem
bership of the friends who elect the 
ITouse of Spirituality to be determined, 
who determines t.hat membership, <mel 
what arc the qualifications of those who 
elect the Honse of Spirituality? 

JENADI F ,\ZEL: The members (of the 
assembly ) should eject those who choose 
the (Iline) members (of the ITouse of 
Spiritualit.y) . 

MR. LUNT: How arc we to determine 
the qualifications, the conditions, how do 
we determine the membership, the gen
eral membership which elects these ninc 
- I mean the whole body of the assem
bly' 

J EK A81 FAZEL: The first condition is 
sinccrity and firmness in the Cause-
this is the law-and of course this should 
be carefully considered. This is more 
important than anything else hccauS<! 
it is the center of the Cause. The cen
ter should be clear and pure. It is like 
a source from which all the streams 
spring. If the sonrcc is not clear, how 
can the stream be clear' It mm;t be 
pure. If it is not, it will be of 110 use. 
The first condition is sincerity and fil'm
ness, and they should be firm in the 
Center of the Covenant, sincere in every 
way and be ready to sacrifice their liv('s 
for the Cause. One should have no will 
except the will of God. He should not 
be tenacious and persist in his own opin
ion. If somebody has Ii bettcr opinion, 
he must changc his opinion at once. 

THE WEST 

What aim do we have except servitude 1 
This position is a very important one 
and carries with it much reflponsibility. 
In the Tablets revealed by Abdul-Baha 
these conditions are mentioned in detail. 
You have all heard of the important po
sition which such a Spiritual Meeting 
holds. They are the chosen rcpresenta
tives of Abdul-Baha in every city and 
town. 

MR. WJNDUST: I should like to have 
it clearly defined if there is any differ
ence between the Spiritual Meeting and 
the Spiritual Assembly and the TIouse 
of Spirituality' 

JENADl FAZF,.L: So far as I know, the 
House of Spirituality and the Spiritual 
Assembly (and Spiritual Meeting) are 
exactly the same. 

MR. LUNT: Suppose new people CODle 
to a meeting today (or have been) COIll

ing for a number of mOllths. Suppose 
they say, "We believe we are Rahais." 
Suppose we have a meeting called to 
elect the IIouse of Spirituality, shall we 
notify these people, who say they be
lieve, to come and help elect the Honse 
of Spirituality, or shall we have some 
committee pass upon their qualifica
tions' 

JENABI FAZJ.L: All those who arc Ba
hais have the right to vote. They should 
elect a number of people, and those who 
arc elected should cboose the nine (con
stituting the House of Spirituality). 
The Bahais are known everywhere. They 
cotdd llot be anythillg eZ.'Hl. 

MRS. TTOAGG: Just one question: In 

choosing tlle members of the Hou!;c of 
Spirituality, should the committee be 
larger than the number chosen j do you 
tlSl18liy have a larger committee to CllOOSC 
the House of Spirituality T 

JENABI FAZJ.:L: Naturally, a larger 
committee should choose 11 smaller com
mittee; of course they cannot be nine 
themselves and choose eightecn. They 
must choose out of their own members. 
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JonI' WOLCOTT 
To his bOllor, Mr. W01cott, Spokane, 

Washington-UpOll him be B.,\lU'O'
I.L.AU Bl-Abha! 

lIe Is (Joel! 

o thou faithful servant of God! 
'fhy Ietler was perused. 1'hou hadst 

written that" 1 8m striving to cause the 
f.riends of Spokane to become self-sacri
ficing." I hope that ench und all of 
the friends may become self-sacrificing 
lIud set forth tlw cXllmplc to otllCrs. 
until man become!'! sei!'S1lCl'ificillg in tlw 
path of God, lJis life \l'ill be voill of any 
result and will be like unto that of a 
milleral; he will rcsC'mblc a. fl'uit1!'Sg 
tree, IIDd n h'e<l mllst bear fruit. J hope 
that the friends of Uod may all b('come 
fruitful trees and illumined lamps and 
may 110t remain cxtin/,'llisbcd. 

As to the questions thou hadst asked, 
I haYe no time for a detniled unswer 
for letters are pouring ill from the East 
and the 'Yrst and if I un!jwC'r a word 
to auyone, it is inclicath"c of the utmost 
love for I h8'''e not all\" time at Ill'" dis-. - . 
posal. At pn:sellt 1 anSWl'r thy (Ju('s
tions briefly and if iil the futurt' fln 

interview is Illude possible, 1 will give 
thre a detailed llns\\'cr" 

Existence is of two kindB: Onc is 
the exislcnec of God which is beyond 
the comprehcnsion oC mun. 11 (" the ill
visiblr, the lofty and the incol!lprehC'n
!l.ible, is preceded by no cause but rather 
is tlle Originator oC th e cuusc' of Cam es" 
TIe. the ancient, hIlS had nn hcgiunill~ 
1ll1d if; the all-independent. The sC'{"oud 
kind of existence is the humfln ('xistcncf'. 
It is fl common existen('e, eOlllpreben!liblc 
to the human mind, is not aneiC'nt, is dc
pell{Irnt and 11 aR a ('1l11Se to it. The mOT

tal substan('C' dMs not J)('{'ome eternal 
and vi('c-v('I"sa; the human kind does not 
b('('om(' a ('reator and ,·iee-versa. Thl' 
transformation of the innate substance 
is impossible. 

In the world of existence, that which 
is comprehensible. is ill thl'C'e ::.tages of 
mortality: the first stage ig the mineral 
world, next the "('getable world, and in 
the latter the mineral world does exist 
but haS a distillcth'c feature which is 
the "egetablc ('haraeteristi('" Likewi~ ' 
ill the animal world, the miueral and 
ngNable churaCH'ristics arc prescut und 
in addition the char8etcristiClt of the 
animal world arc to be found; it has 
the farultic~ uf hearing find of sight. 
Tn the human world the chal'llcte risties 
of the mineral, vegetable lind unimal 
worlds are found and in additioll tho~ 
of the human kind are existillg" Thllt 
is the intC'lketuui ehararteristic·, which 
discoye,·s the realities of thill~S and COIll

prehend" the all-important CI1('ts. 
)lal1, therefore, on the plnne of the 

contingent beings is the most perfect be
ing_ By man is meant the perfect in
diYiduaL who is like unto a mirror in 
which the divine perfections are mani
Iested and l"t'ile('t£'d" nut the SUD does 
not eondrnreend from " the height of it.'> 
Slmetit)" to ent('1" into the min-or, but 
when the luUe," is purified aud turllf'd 
towards the Sun of Truth, the perfee
tions of this Sun. consisting of ligllt and 
heat, are reflected flnd manif(':-;trd in 
thut mirror. These SO\lls 81'e thc Di
vine Manifestations of God. 

Upon thee be Bahu-EI -Abha! 

(Signed) AnnUI.-BAII.\ ABBAS" 

( Translated by Sho,(rhi Hnbbani, 
Aeea, Plilestine, July 20, ]OJ!>. ) 

?irK AND MRS" TJATIl\mn. 
1'0 their honors, Mr. Jllm~s find Rouhflni 

Latimer, P ortland , Orrgon - Upon 
them IX' BAUA ' O ' LJ. .\ H Bl-Abhn! 

He Is God! 
o ye two faithful and u"Sllrcd souls! 

Praise be t o God. your son, George 
Latimer, is enkindlf'd with the fire of 
the loye of God, and i!l with all his 

(ConlmuC'd on Pa&"C' 161 , 



STAR OF THE WEST 
TABLET FROM ABDUL-.BAHA 

o thou Su •• 01' THt Wl:n! 
Be thou happy I Be thou happy I Should,! thou continue to remain firm and eternal, en 

long thou shalt become the Star of the Ea!t and shalt spread in every tountry and clime. 
Thou art the first paper of the Bahais which is organited in the country of America. Al
though for the prescnt thy subscribers aTC limited, thy form is small and thy voice weak, yet 
shoulds! thou stand unshakable, become the object of the attention of the friends and the 
center of the generosity of the leaders of the faith who are firm in the Covenant, in the fu
lure thy subscribers will become hosts after hosts like unto the waves of the sea; thy volume 
will increase, thy arena will become vast and Ipacious and thy voice and fame will be raised 
and become world-wide-and at last thou shalt become the first paper of the world of human
Ity. Yet all thelle depend upon /'Irmneu /'IT1IIne'u, ffrmnell' 

(Sig"~d) AaDUL-EABA A8IAS. 

TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA 
o ye aponlu of BAHA'O'LLAH-May my life be a ransom to you I 

. . . . Similarly, the Magazine, the STAR OF THE WEST, must be edited in the utmost 
regularity, but its contents must be the promulgator of the Cause of God-50 that both in the 
East and the West they may become informed of the most important events. 

(Sig"~d) ABDUL-BAD A ABBAS. 

STAR OF THE WEST FOUNDATION 
Northeastern Stalts: HOOPER HARRIS. Western Statts: HELEN S. GooDALL. 

Southern S tatts: Dominion 0/ Canoda: MAY MAXWf.Lt.. 
Centrol Stotts: AlBERT VAIL, CAlt.L ScHE.Fn.Dl. 

Editorial Staff: AUiEIlT R WII'IDliST-GUIRUDJ: BUIKJ:WA-Dil. ZIA M. BAGDAD! 

Letter from the House of Spirituality, Teheran 
Translation by Manueher Khan, of the fac-simile reproduction of the Persian 

printed on page 26 of the STAR OF TIIE WEST. 

To the STAR OF TIIE Wm:.T-Compli
ment!> and congratulations! 

The members of the Spiritual Assem
bly (D ouse of SpiritUality) of Teheran, 
Persia, offer the sincerest congratula
tions to the editors und the staff of the 
STAR OF THE 'VEST. 

The S1',\R OF TITE WEST had ceased its 
radiation owing to the dense clouds of 
this destructive world-wide war; but in 
this happy and JOYOllS time, from the 
unlimited bounty of the .Almighty God, 
those clouds have been dispelled and 
dispersed and again the STAR ()~. THE 

WUlT hils shone fOlth in a new style. 
We beg at the Threshold of God 

the suecess and the prosperity of the 
honorable editor and his staff, and hope 
that, God willing, day by day the reful
gence and resplcndence of the STAR OF 
TIlE WEST may be increased and that it 
may be lighted in such a manner that 

it may bestow upon the hearts of the 
people of the West illumination, that 
the sleeping ones may arise from their 
slumbers and the uninformed oncs may 
be informed of the rising and the dawn
ing of the Star of Reality from the 
horizon of Persia, find may not be 
bereft of the effulgence of tbe Sun of 
Guidance and Wisdom. But alas, alas! 
most of the people nrc narrow-minded, 
short-sighted, and nre unaware of the 
TTighway of Reality. Some huve been 
contented with a small cup of water 
and have deprived themselves of the 
ocean and the limpid and salubrious 
water, and a few are in search of it but 
they wish to confine that boundless 
water of life in a small jar or disb, but 
how impossible! lTow well He has said, 
"And by tbe Name of Cod, the sayer 
is from God-U anyone searches for 
light in the daytime that self same 
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search is a demollBtration of his blind
ness." God is manifest and has come 
like unto a luminating Star, but what 
a pity that He has come in tho to\\'Il9 

of the blind people. 
We continually in'\"oke at the Thresh

hold ot the Almighty God that the 
minds of the people may be purified 
from the ashes of cruelty and injustice, 
and may be adorned with the light of 
justice and toleration, so that they may 
witness Ule rays of the Sun of Reality 
with their outward and inward eyes, 
and that they may drink from tIle River 
of Life which is flowing in the heart of 
the world, and that they may obtain 
eternal life. He is the Ancient ahoVl' 
all things! 

TilE SPIRITUAL IJOl;SE of.TEllER,n., 

(Seal) President: Sho{l()'Uah. 

(D.'VITATIDN) 

'\Te most respectfully inform the 
Spiritual IIausea (Houses of Spirit
uality) of Europe and the United 
States, that the Spiritual House at 
Tehernn will gladly correspond with 
the above-mentioned Spiritual Assem
blies, either in the English, French or 
Esperanto languagcs_ If any of the 
Bahai Assemblies wish to communicate 
with us in any of the above languages 
we will answcr them as soon as possiblc_ 
All letters should be addressed as fol
lows: 

Rouhani DaY8chi, 
Kbiabani Naserie 

Teheran, 
Persia. 

TIlE Sr-rruTUAL !IOUSE OF TEDE8A--~, 

(Seal ) President: Shoao'llah. 

Recent Tablet to the House of Spirituality, Chicago 
To the members of the nouse of Spiritunlity, Chicago-Upon them be the GlOty 

of God, the l\Iost Glorious! 
He Is God! 

o ye dear friends of Abdul-Baha! 
The letter which ye had written to the Central States was pel'USt"d. My 

hope is that this Convention for Teac.hing will remain finn and permanent and 
that its honorable members will serve the Kingdom of God with utmost unison 
and harmony, so that the effulgent light of the Sun of Reality may illnmine the 
horizons of America, and the call of Bis IIoliness BAHA'O'LloAU may reac.h every· 
where. The teaehinb"S of His Holiness BAllA'O'LLA", like unto the breaths of the 
Holy Spirit, "evives the people, The favors of His IToliness n"""'O'LLAFl will 
encompass all mankind. 

Abdul-Baha feels great attachment towards the Chicago friends, for the 
enll of the Kingdom o[ Cod, flNJt of all, reached Chicago and made some souls 
in that city attracted to the lIeavenly Kingdom. As in Ule beginning they 
did before all attain to the Spirit of Life, so should y6 now try to preserve 
tills bounty to the end, Resist ye like llnto a. finn foundation every violent 
storm. Withstand ye like unto a strongly-rooted tree the severc winds. De 
ye released from every thought save that of the Kingdom of God. Be ye 
freed from every bond. nave ye no attachment save that to His Holiness 
R\l1A IO'LL"H. Strive ye day and night with heart and soul so that ye may 
render some service to the Kingdom of God. '1'hese arc virtues which bear 
fruits, otherwise rootless trees faIL to earth by furious wiudsj weak lnmps are 
extinguished through a breeze; languid bodies beeome overwhehned by the 
slightest atwck (aceident) and the superficial pcople run away from Reality, 
as it is plainly mentioned in the Gospels. 
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At all events, 0 ye friends of God, the tests ure verily severe. 
It llceds a heavenly power so that man may remain firm. 
COllvey, on my bcha1f, longing greetings to all the friends of God, onc 

by one. 
r intended to go to Chicago by way of the Pacific Ocean, but obstacles 

appeared, so (at present) I have given up the idea, waiting to see what the 
will of God will be and what confirmation TIis lIoliness BAH.A'O'LLAII bestow-cth. 

Upon ye be the Glory of Abha! 
(Signed) AnDulrBAIIA .AnBAS. 

(1'r8nslatoo by Mirza Azizullah Khan S. Bahadur, Mount Carmel, Pales
tine, AUb'ust 1st, 1920. ) 

Recent Tablet to the Women's Assembly, Teheran 
Through his honor the pilgrim Sohhie 

and his hOllor ~lirlJl. Ahmed Yazdani 
-Upon t!lem he BAIlA'O'LLAn RI

Abha !- to the attracted leaves, teach· 
ers of the Women's Assembly-Upon 
them he B ,\1[A'O'LLA.H El-Abha! 

Jl e Is God! 

o fragrant leaves of the Assembly of 
1'eaching! 

Endeavor Ulltil royal teaching comes 
£I'om th o powerful King. Speak elo
quent words until the promise of service 
to the Kingdom of Abha appl'ars. Sup
plicate li t the Threshold of the Blessed 
Perfection until thc signs of thc Most 
High appear. Makc the car attentivc 
to the Supreme Apex until ye hear the 
melody of the Kingdom of Abha! 

Make the heart pure and spiritual 
nntil from it radillte's the illumination 
of the Word of God; and devotc th .... -
selves to the work and action which will 
be the CllUse of ilie awakening and edu
cation of the people. 

This magnetic period of existence is 
the cause of the progress of divine in
struction. The instruction of the An· 
cient Beauty, which is the myrtle of 
ascellt to the condition of the world 
and the favor of nSOOlt to the world 
of the Kingdom, must be made to flow, 
Then endeuvor, take llO rest, be occu
pied with service to the H oly Thresh
hold, and this is teaching the Cause of 
God and divine instruction. 

The hope is that ye may be aided and 
prospered. 

Upon ye be BAHA 'O'I_LAIl EI-Abba! 
(Signed) ABDUL-B.liI.\ ABBAS. 

( Translated April 28, 1920, Teheran, 
Persia, by Amatola.'llah (Dr. Susan I. 
Moody); revealed 14 Safar 1338, TTaifa, 
Palestille.} 

Letter frOYlL I.~abeUa D. Brittinylumt 
To the STAn OF TilE WEST: 

With gr('atest joy I am mailing to 
you a photograph from Teheran. 

)OIany o riginal photos I am planning 
to file in the archives in Chicago. To 
the next generation they win be more 
precious than millions of jewels. We 
little realize ali we now have in the 
Word and in the lives of its tlCn·ants. 
'£wcnty centuries ago there were only a 
few pages, recorded from m('mory. from 
the day of Jesus-and no other authen
tic treasures! 

This photograph was mailed from Te
heran the middle of April with Ii let
ter from my niece. It eame in about two 
months. 

I have a Inter letter enclosing II. Tab
let revt'aled for the 'Vomen's Assem
bly of Teaching with Dr. 1\foody's 
translation, which I send herewith. 

My nieee states in this last letter, 
which is dated May 10, 1920, concern
ing the Teheran work: 

" The women are alive about tcaehin~. 
They have fourteen different places f or 
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teaching in various parts of the city, 
and many seekers. 'Vc have a meeting 
here (in the united home of Dr. Moody 
and )'llss Stewart) every Tuesday after
flOOD with 8. Persian woman teacher, 
and it is wonderful to hear her teach
ing from all the different holy books, 
according to whom she has present, Ar. 
menian, Jew, :Moslcm or Zoroastrian. 
Saturdays, at sunset, we luwe a m~t· 
ing for men. Mirza Farajo'll ah teaches 

and has taught here in our office, this 
men's mooting, for seven years." 

Such floods of the ocean of Ilia Ut
terance, and the knowledge of their ef
fect upon the arising souls, pour in 
from all parts that, indeed, we could 
not bear more upon our sensitive spirits 
nnd remain conscious-as :Mirza Abul 
Fazl once said. 

I . D. BrittinfJl!am. 

Tablets received by American Bahais in 1919 
(Continued from page 159) 

power engaged in service. This youth 
shall be conflrmed and shall plant for 
you a tree that shall eternally yield 
fresh fruits. 

'J'he meeting whieh ye prcpared at the 
home of ::\Ir. and Mrs. ~ash, on the dar 
of Naurooz, was an mumined assemb
lage aDd the recipient of mercuul bles
sings. Such gntherings are pregnant 
with remarkable results and their im
portance shall , in the future, be made 
evident and manifest. During the au
tumn season the seed is sown and its 
significance is vcilcd, but whcn spring
time approaches and causes it to thriVC', 
then its importance is revealed. 

At present the principle of the One
ness of Mankind resembles a seed which 
is sown and which at first commands 
no importal1cC, but when the springtime 
of Universal Peace draws ncar, then it 
shall grow and its importance be made 
known. 

Upon ye be Baha-EI-Abha! 

(Signed) ABouL-BAHA AnBAS. 

(TransiatC'd by Shoghi Rabbani, 
Bahjeh, Acca, Palestinc, July 20, 1919.) 

SOPHIE LOEDIKO 
To the maid-servant of God, Sophic 

Loeding, Chicago, illinois-Upon her 
be BABA 'O'LLAll El-Abha 1 

lIe Is God! 
o thou daughter of the Kingdom! 

Praise be to God, thou hast &Uended 
the Mashrekol-Azkar Convention at Nt'w 
York, hast witnessed that great stir and 
celebration, hast associated with the 
friends and joined them in their songs, 
hast been animated and quickened and 
with a new spirit hast returned to Chi
cago. Associate intimately with the 
class of young friends and join th('rn 
in their activities. Convey to them my 
respectful greeting and say: "0 claSS 
of young people! Praise be to God, 
yc are strong in body and are glad
dened in spirit by the divine glad
tidings. Yc must exert nn effort and 
must labor hard. The light of the one
ne.<;s of the world of hUmanity and of 
universal peace must radiate from your 
class to the surrounding regions, ye 
must be the cause of the promulgation 
of heavenly teachings and must suru
mon the sonls to merciful eharacteristies 
that they may acquire a Dahai training 
and may be confirmed by divine assist
ance. " 

Upon thee be greeting and praise! 

(Signed) ABDUL-BAnA ABBAS. 

(Translated by Shoghi Rabbani, 
nahjch, Acea, Palestine, July 20, 1919'.) 

MABEL RICE-WRA Y 

To the maid-servant of God, "Mrs. Mabel 
Rice.Wray, Detroit, Michi gan-Upoll 
her be BAnA 'O'LLAII El-Abha! 

I 

I 
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IIe l~ God! 

o thou pure leaf of the Blessed Tree! 
Thy letter was received and its con· 

~cnts noted. From lack of time a short 
answer is given, for letters pour down 
like unto rain from the East as well as 
from the West. 1 have DO time for a 
detailed answer. In brief it is this: 

I t is Dot permissible to hang the 
sacred picture on the walls of rooms; 
but to hang the Greatest Name, or the 
picture of the sacred tomb, or the pic
ture of a spot where lIis Iloliness 
BAHA'O'LL.\H hILS been, is permitted. 

I pray to God that yc may ever be CD. 

kindled with the fire of the love of God, 
attracted by the fragrances of God, as
sisted in benevolent deeds, ill good and 
faithful conduct and firm in the Cove
nant And 'fcstament. Whatever thou 
decruest advisable for tIle promulgation 
of the Cause, it is acceptable. 

As to the election of women, this is a 
political question. I avoid all politics, 
but I say this much, that men and 
women are both parts of thc human 
branch, and for mankind two wings arc 
neccS&'lry. If either one is wcak the 
bird will not fiy, but if both are strong 
mankind will soar to the exalted sum
mit. 

Upon thee be greeting and praisc! 

(Signed) ABDUL-BAllA ABBAS. 

(Translated by Shoghi Rabbani, 
Bahjeh, Acca, Palcstine, July 22, 1919.) 

[N<Yr&--Mrs. Rice·Wray sends the abovc 
Tablet to the STAR OF TUE WEST with 
the following word of explanation; "I 
am enclosing thc copy of a Tablet re
ceived recently and which I feel is not 
intendcd for me but f or someone who 
asked the questions which it answers. 
And someone !Day have my Tablet. Per
haps you have henrd of someone who 
has a Tablet plainly not for them. 
Someone surely is looking for this one." 
-Editors.J 

EDW AltD STRUVEN 

To his honor, Mr. Edward Struven, 
Beverly, Massachusetts-Upon him 
be BAH4'O'LLAD EI-Abha! 

He Is God! 

o thou who art firm in the Covenant! 
Thy lctter was rceeivcd. Thou hast 

mentioncd in it the name of the attrac
ted maid-servant of God, Lua.· Lua 
pertaincd to the Kingdom, was lordly, 
was merciful and was attracted by the 
divine fragrances. That blessed leaf 
has been the cause of the guidanco of 
many a soul for she was endowed with 
a heart that was attracted, a tongue 
that was eloquent and spent her time 
day and night in teaching. At present 
she is calling ye from the Abhn King
dom saying: "0 yo my children! Are 
ye aware of what bounty I have at
tained! If 60, yo would cast behind 
this earthly body and would hasten !lnd 
fly to this Divine Rcalm." In fine, Lua 
has acquired an everlasting fame and 
an eternal bounty. 

Thou bast written concerning the dif. 
ficulties arising between Labor and Cap
ital, yc may discuss this question at 
Green Acrc. 'Vhen I was ill America, 
I delivered different addresses on that 
subject; get those speeches and discu!\S 
the topic in accordance with them. 

Upon thee be BAHA 'O'LLAU El·Abha! 

(Signed) ABDUl ... DAHA ABBAS. 

(Trallslated by Shoghi Rubbani, 
Dahjeh, Aeea, Palestine, July 20, 1919.) 

L. B.NASH 

To his hOllor, Mr. L. B. Nash, Portland, 
Oregon-Upon him be BAIIA 'O'LLAR 

EI-Abha! 
06 Is God! 

o thou servant of God! 
Thy letter was received, and was the 

cause of gladness. Thou hast expressed 

-Lua Getsinger. 
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thy ardent wish that I should attend 
the Peace Congress. I do Dot present 
myself at such political conferences, for 
the establishment of peace is unachiev
able save tbrough the power of the 
'Yard of God. \Yhen a conference is 
held composed of representatives of all 
nations and working under the influence 
of the Word of God, then Universal 
Peace will be established, but otherwise 
it is impossible. 

At present it is certain that tempor
ary peace is established, but it is not 
lasting. All governments and nations 
have become tired of war, of the diffi
culties of traY(lI, of hnge expenditures, 
of the loss of life, of the aIDiction of 
women, of the great number of orphans, 
and arc driven by force to peace. Dut 
this peace is not permanent, but tem
porary. 

We hope that the power of the Word 
of God will establish a peace that shall 
eternally remain effective and secure. 

Convey on my behalf to all the family 
greetings und kindness. 

Upon thee be Baha-EI-Abha! 
(Signed) ABDUL-RillA ABBAS. 

(Translated by Shoghi Rahbani, 
Bahjeh, Aeen, Palestine, July 22, 1919.) 

KOKAB MAC CUTCHEO:-< 
To the maid-servant of God, Kokab :Mac

Cutcheon, Chicago, Ill., care of the 
maid-servant of God, Mrs. Truc, Clli
eago, lll.-Upon her be B,\lJA'O'LLAH 

El-Abha! 
He Is God! 

o thou resplendent Kokab! 
Thy letter was received. Associate 

as before with Mrs. True and contribute 
to the ~rashrekol-Azkar as much as pos
sible. Strive for unity among the white 
and the colored so that color may no 
more be taken into consideration but 
instead the hearts be considered. The 
hearts must be illumined, must be pure 
und white and not the body of man. 
Many are the colored ones who, in the 
field of faith, havc surpassed the whitc 

and won thc goal, and many arc the 
white who in view of a darkencd heart 
have been deprived of the bounties of 
God. 

In short, fivc races exist upon the 
surface of the globe: the white, black, 
brown, yeUow and red races. This re
sembles the different species and colors 
of doves, but, on tJle other hand, there is 
no distinction of color among them, on 
thc contrary thc white, black, yellow, 
blue, red and purple doves, aU as.-'>Ociate 
together in the utmost love and har
mony. How can man who is endowed 
with reason and intelligencc be limited 
by these considerations of eolod This 
is nothing but heedlessness, ignorllnce 
and COUll tel' to hum;m laws. 

Upon thee be Daha-EI-Abha! 
(Signed) AaDul .... BAIIA AaBAS. 

(Translated by Shoghi Rabbani, nah
jeh, Aeea, Palestine, July 24, 1919.) 

OSCAR HANKO 

To his honor Mr. Oscar Hanko, Newark, 
X J.-Upon him be BAllA'O'LI.:\H EI
Abha! 

He Is God! 

o thou se~-vant of the Divine Kingdom! 
Thy letter was rcceived. Its contents 

indicated that at a time when, due to 
war, the world was in confusion and 
commotion, thou wert in utmost tran
quillity and composure, engage-d in SCITi

tude to the threshold of the Lwd of 
Hosts, wert serving the Kingdom, wert 
wishing nothing save the illumination 
of the world of mankind and had no 
object but the exaltation of the Word 
of God and the promulgation of heav
enly teachings. Thus thou hast been 
confirmed and assisted. 

Convey on my behalf to Dr. Guthrie 
and Mr. LeDoux the utmost kindness 
and respect. On their behalf, at the mid
night hour, I pray and entreat at the 
Threshold of the All-Knowing God. and 
beg assistance, bounty and everlasting 
blessings. Undoubtedly thcy shall be 
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continued by the heavenly legions and 
assisted by the Divine Spirit. 

Upon thee be Baha-EI-Abha. 

(Signed) ABDUL-BAllA Ana.\s. 

(Translated by Shoghi Rabbani, Acca, 
Palestine, July 26, 1919.) 

ThffiS. JEW-UE ANDERSON 

Through his honor, Dr. Bagdadi-Upon 
him be nAIIA 'O'L1,.Ul EI-Abha.!-to 
the maid-servant of God, :Mrs. Jennie 
Anderson. 

He Is God! 

o thou leaf of the Tree of Life! 
Your letter has been received. Be

Cause yon are exceedingly worthy of an 
answer, there-fore this epistle has been 
written. 

JTappy is thy condition for the thickly 
eondensed clouds did not prevent thee 
from seeing the SUD of Reality. With 
thine OW11 car thou hast heard the call of 
the Kingdom of God and with thine eye 
thou hast witnessed the lights of guid
ance. Rest thou assured that thou art 
under the protection of the Lord of 
IIosts and art considered one of the 
daughters of the Kingdom. Appreciate 
thou this station because this is a great 
station. 

Convey thOll, on my behalf, to thy re
vered Imshand the utmost kindness. 
Likewise, to the children. 

Upon thee be EI-Baha-el-Abha! 

(Signed) ABDUL-BAHA ABBAS. 

(Translated by Dr. Zia }OL Bagdadi, 
November 10, 1919, revealed September 
20, 1919.) 

:r.-ms. CARPENTER 

To the maid-servant of God, Mrs. Car
penter, the Secretary of the Spiritual 
Assembly, at Santa Paula, California 
-Upon her be BAHA'O'LLAH EI-Abha 1 

I1e Is God! 
o thou wooer of the love of Cod 1 

For a long time I have desired to 
correspond with thee, but I had no time 
whatever. At present as the respected 
maid-servant of God, Mrs. True, is re
turning to those regions, I am writing 
thee in brief that thou maycst know 
that thou art ever within sight and pres
ent before me. 

r beg for thee from the bounties of 
God advancement in the Kingdom and 
nearness to Ilis TIighness the Merciful 
One. Thy services in the Spiritual As
sembly are accepted in the sight of the 
Almighty and are well known to the 
friends. I supplicate thy reward from 
Ris Holiness BAHA'O'LLAH. 

Upon thee be Baha-EI-Abha! 

(Signed) .ABDUL-BAHA .ABBAS. 

(Translated by Shoghi Rabhani, 
Haifa, Palestine, November 12, 1919.) 

JAMES SIMPSON 
To his honor, Mr. James Simpson, Wash

ington, D. C.-Upon him be BABA'O'
LLAH EI-Abha! 

He Is God! 
o thou I>Crvant of God 1 

Thy letter and thy poems arrived. 
F.rom their contents it became known 
that, praise be to God, thou art ablaze 
with the burning fire of the love of God, 
hast secured a share and portion from 
the bounty of the Spirit and hast pur
posed to render a distinguished service 
to the divine Kingdom and to be the 
cause of the promulgation of the one
ness of mankind. 

If it is po..'lsible and easy, undertake 
a journey to North Africa and enkindle 
there the fire of the love of God and 
summon the souls to the Revelation of 
BAHA'O'LLAH and to the unity of man4 

kind, so that religolls, racial, sectarian 
and worldly prejudice may not remain 
and all may be brought to a full realiza
tion of the Truth. If thou goest, as
suredly the confirmations of God sball 
assist thecA 
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I pray on your behalf that the Ught 
of gllidlUlce may shine in the heartM, 
divine bestowals may be extended and 
heavenly bounty may shine in full radio 
ance. 

In this world whatever thou doest is 
ultimately fruitless save service to the 
Kingdom of God and to all mankind. 

Upon thee be greeting and praise! 

(Signed) ABDUL-B.HlA ABBAS. 
• 

(Translated by Shoghi Rabbani, Acca, 
Palestine, July 20, 1919'.) 

CHARLES ?lIASOK REMEY· 
To Mr. Remey-Upon him be DATU '0'· 

LL.\11 ! 

o thou who art firm in the Covenant! 
Thy letter was reeeived! It bctame 

the cause of the utmost happiness and 
rejoicing; for it contained the news that 
the white and the colored arc gathered 
in one meeting in America and are as
sociating with each otber with infinite 
love and kindness. Consider thou the 
power of the Word of God which has 
brought together those who wel'e Ilgainst 
each other. To bring the white and the 
colored together is considered impossible 
and improbable, but the breaths of the 
Holy Spirit will accomplish this fact. 

The world of America must be very 
thankful for this realization; for this 
enmity Ilnd hatred which exist between 
the white Ilnd the colored raccs is vcry 
dangerous and there is no doubt that it 
will end in bloodshed unlCl!S tho pene
tration of the Word of Ood, the breaths 
of the Holy Spirit and the teachings of 
BAflA'O'LLAB are diffused amongst them 
and love instead of hatred is established 
betwecn the two races. 

They must dcstroy the foundation of 
enmity and rancour and lay the basis 

·Koto---This Tablet written nine years 
ago, has just been received. It was de
layed in transmitting. 

(February 28, 1920.) C. M. R. 

of love and affinity. The power of the 
Teachings of BAltA 'O'LLAB will cause 
the disappearance of this danger from 
America. 

But if Mr. M...... W8.S completely 
attracted to the Kingdom of Abha these 
difficulties would not have appeared. 
Now he must beeome a rcal Bahai so 
that the heavenly army may assist and 
these troubles lDay be entirely wiped 
away. Write to him to read the suppli
cations and implore toward the King
dom of A bha! lIe must rest assured 
that these difficulties will be cleared. 

Convey to all the fricnds of God the 
wonderful Abha greeting. 

Upon thee be Baha-EI-Abha! 

(Signed) AnDULrRATlA ABBAS. 

(Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, 
Nov. 27, 1911, Paris, France.) 

EillU B. STOTT 
'fa the maid-servant of God, Emma 

R. Stott-Upon her be Rua 'O'LLAH 

EI-Abnal 
He Is God! 

o thou blossom of the Tree of Life! 
Happy art thou to have girded thy 

loins in service; to have risen with all 
thy power in the promulgation of lhe 
divine teachings, to have convened gath
erings apd to have striven for the exal
tation of the 'Word of God. 

In this mortal world every Important 
matter has an end; and every remark
able achievement a t.ermination; Ilonc 
having permanent existence. For in
stance, consider how the important 
achievements of Ule ancient world have 
been at present totally exterminated and 
not a traee remains therefrom save the 
great Cause of the Kingdom of Ood, 
which has no beginning and will have 
no end. 

At best, it is only renewed and at the 
beginning of each rencwal it commands 
no attention in the sight of the people. 
But when once definitely established, it 
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will daily advance and in its daily exal
tation will reach the supreme heavens. 

For instance, consider the day of 
Christ, which was the day of the renewal 
of the Kingdom of God. The people 
of the world attached no importance to 
it and did not realize its significance to 
Buch an extent that the Tomb of His 
Holiness the Christ remained for three 
hundred years lost and unknown, until 
the maid-servant of God, Helene, the 
mother of Constantine arrived and dis
covered the sacred spot. 

My purpose in all this is to show how 
unobscl'vant are the people of the world 
and how ignorant, and on the day of the 
establishment of the Kingdom, they will 
remain heedless and negligent. 

Ere long the power of the Kingdom 
will encompass all the world and then 
they will be a wakened and will cry and 
lament over those who were oppressed 
and martyred, and will raise their sighs 
and moanings. Such is the nature of 
people. 

Praise tholl God, therefore, that tholl 
hast offered thyself in the early days of 
the renewal, hus known the Lord of the 
Kingdom, and hast become Olle of the 
hosts of the Kingdom. The results of 
this guidance and this bounty will, like 
unto a star, shine from the horizon of 
the Kingdom, and will illumine the 
world. 

Upon thee be BAllA'O'lA.oAH El-Ahha! 
(Signed) ABDm..-BAHA ABBAS. 

(Translated by Shoghi Rabbani, Au
gust 27, 1919, Haifa, Palestine.) 

DR. HILLS COLE 
Through his honor Mirza Ahmad Sohrab 

-Upon him be BAllA'O'LLAB El
Abha I-to his honor Dr. nUls Cole
Upon him be BAHA 'O'LLAB El-Abha! 

IIe Is God! 
o thou who art finn in the Covenant! 

The friends of God are most pleased 
with thee. They have loosened their 
tongues in thy praise that thou art firm 

in the Covenant and Testament and art 
sc1f-saerifieing in the Path of God 

I hope from the bestowals of the True 
One that thou mayst advance in the 
Kingdom of God and become conducive 
to the guidance of souls. 

Upon thee be BAnA'O'LLAIJ EI-Abhal 

(Signed) ABDUL-BAllA ABHAS. 

(Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrob, 
October 28,1919, at Minneapolis, Minn. ) 

ELIZABETII STEVE~S 
To the maid-scT'\'ant of God, Elizabeth 

Stevens-Upon her be BAIL\'O'LL'\H 
EI-Abha! 

He Is God! 
o thou daughter of the Kingdom! 

Two letters have been received from 
thee, one from New York and another 
from Bennuda. Verily, thy Jetter was 
eloquent and from it the purpose was 
quite manifest. Thou didst well to un
dertake such a. good voyage to Bermuda. 
I entreat and supplicate to the divine 
Kingdom and beg for thee the confirma
tions of the Kingdom. Rest thou as
sured, thou shalt be con finned. Engage 
with all the power of thy heart in the 
promulgation of divine teachings in 
those islands, and be certain that the 
doors will be wide opened. 

After this war, aU men fire thirsty for 
universal. peace, and the Divine Teach
ings lay the foundation of universal 
peace and promulgate the oneness of the 
world of humanity. Praise thou God, 
that He hast made thee of the chosen 
and bas selected thee for the promul
gation of heavenly teachings. Be as
sured that thou shalt be confinned. 

Convey on my behalf the utmost Jove 
and kindness to the maid-scrvants of 
God, Maud Gaudreaux und Agnes Alex
ander. 

Upon thee be Bahu-BI-Abha! 
(Signed.) ABDUL-BAllA ABBAS. 

(Translated by Shoghi Rabbani, Bah
jeh, Aeca, Palestine, July 20th, 1919.) 
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MONDAY )lORKING SESSlO:N-APRTL 26, 1920. 

THE twelfth annual Mashrekol-Azkar 
Convention met at the Engineering 

Socictics' Building, 29 Weflt 39th Street, 
New York City, ou Monday, April 26, 
1920, at ]0 A. M., in nccordanc(l with 
the following coli issued Fcbnlary 18, 
1920: 

"To the Bahai Assemblies of America, 
Greeting: 

"At the instance of the Executive 
Board of nahoi Temple l.:nity, it is my 
duty to call your }\sserobly to the elec
tion of a dclegatc or delegates, as pro
vided by the Constitution of the l:uity, 
to attend and represent your }\s;;embly 
at tbe annual Convention of Bahai Tem
ple Unity to be held in New York City 
during a three or four day period of the 
Rizwan which, as you know, begins 
April 21, ]9'20 and extends twelve days. 
Will you kindly take immediate steps to 
bring this mattcr to the attention of the 
Assembly 811(1 to pl'ocure their action in 
accordance with this call' 

"Furl her details will be sent at the 
carliest momcnt concerning the most im
portant work of this Convention and 
the final dates fixed, place of meeting, 
hospitnlity arrangements, Convention 
and Congress program, etc. 

Allred E. Llmt, Secretary." 
ExtraCts from subsequent supplement
ary letter; 

"The feust of Rizwan will open on 
the 15th day of Ule month of JaInl 
(Glor~'), yenr 76, present calendar 
Saturd.'!y, April 24th, 1920, at the Al-

dine Club, 200 Fifth Avenue, 14th floor, 
New York City, with a Reception at 5 
P. ].1. and the P eru;t wilt be lAid at 6 ;30 
P. M. The kind friends of the New 
York Assembly through their Rizwan 
Committee aro in charge of the Feast. 

"The Convention, or Annual Meeting 
of Ballai Temple Unity will open a.t the 
Convention nali of the Engineering So
cieties at 29 West 39th Street, at 10 
A. M. on "Monday, continuing through 
the day, and similarly all Tnc.<;duy and 
Wednesday ... 

The meeting was called to order by 
Dr. Frederick W. D'E\·clyn of San 
Francisco, \-ice-president of the Unity, 
in the absence of the president, Unrlan 
F. Ober, who with Mr'9. Ober had re
cently sailed for IJaifa, Palt'stine. ~Irs. 
Parmerton, delegate from Cincinnati, 
Ohio, invited the fricnds to ask the 
hle!<Sings of God· upon this coming Con
vcntion and Congress and n moment of 
silent prayer was obsel"vcd by all those 
assemblcd. 

The presiding officer announced that 
the first busines.'1 would be the election 
of a temporary chairman, and upon mo
tion duly made nud seconded, Dr. 
D'Evelyn was continued in Olat office 
by unanimous action of the COllvention. 
The secretary of the Unity, AUred E. 
Lunt, then read the temporary roll at 
delegates as appearing on the secretary's 
record. 

Upon motion duly made and sec
onded, it was voted that the chair name 
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a committee on credentials. Louis G. 
ON'gory of Washington was Damed 
with authority to appoint two other 
members of tho committee to act wilh 
him. 

The chair announced the appointment 
of n committee on J>(!rmancnt org'uni1.a
tion consisting of William H. Randall 
of Boston, Dr. Pauline Bartbn-Pccke of 
Cleveland, and Mrs. Emogene IToaggo of 
San Francisco. 

lSpon motion duly made and seconded, 
it was voted that Alfred E. Lunt act 
I.IS temporary secretary. The secretary 
thereupon offered the recommendations 
of the Executive Board for the admis
sion to the Bahai 'J'cmple Unity roll of 
the following Assemblies: 

Springfield, )1ass. j Miami, Florida; 
Bisbee, Arizona; Pasadena, CaBf. j Oma
ha, Nebr., and Springfield, illinois. 

Upon motion duly made and sccondecl, 
the recommendations of the Executive 
Board that tIle ahove Assemblies be ad
mitted to the rolls us members of the 
Unity was unanimously carried. 

The chair called upon Mrs. Corinne 
'J'ruc of Chicago for a report of thc 
financ ial secretary of the Unity. ).rrs. 
True reported as follows: 

"TIlc 31st day of ;\larch, 1920, there 
was cash in the Northerll TnLSt Com
pany, the bank in which our funds are 
deposited, $20,173.72, vouched for by 
the bank itself. We hold United States 
certificates of indebtf'dneRS, $120,000. 
Liberty Loan bonds of different Reries, 
estimated at par. It is very hard to 
give the Liberty bonds and the War 
Savings stamps other than to estimate 
them at par, bccause the market fluctu
ates, and today th l.'Y have a certain 
,·slue and tomorrow 'lUother, so to ma ke 
it uniform, we simply register at par, 
and if we have a $50 bond it is ca1i('(1 
$50. We have Liberty bonds of difl'er
ent series from 1 to 5, $33,650; in War 
Savings stamps $610; total availlible 
funds :Unrch 31st, 1920, $174,433.72. 
We have the bonds all listed and the 

coupons all listed, and going over the 
bonds and the certificates of indebted
ness and the Liberty bonds, We have in 
coupons interest, $5,58;).99, running to 
1947. You see tJlese coupons run so 
long and e"ery Liberty bond that comes 
to us is recorded with its number anit 
the amount and number of coupons at
taehed. SQ that today we have $20,-
173.72 in cash, $120,000 in United 
States certificatcs of indebtedncSl!i, $;j;j,-
650 worth of TJiberty bonds, counted at 
par, and $610 worth of War Savinb"il 
stamps counted at par, a total of $174,-
433.72 available fund." 

Dr. D'Bvelyn anOllllced for the Santa 
Paula, California. Assembly 11 fund of 
$186.50 aud stated that a contribution 
each month is sent by that Assembly 
to the teaching fund. .Mr. JJunt spoke 
of the beautiful letter received from 
Secretary Walter Bohanan of the Ken
oslia, Wiseonsin, Assembly and asked 
the Convention to hold a moment of 
silent prayer for that As.'\embly in ac
cordance with a request in the letter. 
This was done. 

Dr. D'Evclyn further reported on 
the Assembly of Santa Barbara, Cali
fornia, stating that although small, it 
is very active Ilnd that great possibili
tics are in sight. 

Mrs. IIoward Struvcn of Worcester 
reported for 'Vorcester. Mass., Assem
bly, stating that great bounties have 
descended upon that city. 

Mrs. Maxwell of 1\Iontreal, Canada, 
brought the loving greetinb'8 of the 
friends from Montreal and spoke of the 
splendid work done by Mother Beecher 
in Canada the past winter. Mother 
Beecher, who had just entered the as
RCmbly hall, was im-ited to the plntfonn 
and gave a most thrilling account of 
her experiences during tho winter of 
1919-1920 in Canada and stated, "It 
has been the most wonderful winter of 
my life." She told of how the seeds 
were scattered over the entire city of St. 
John and how she was told by one of 
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thousands attending meetings "that you 
are having a perfect whirlwind cam
paign here," the discussion of the Reve
lation even penetrating to the variou~ 
society gatherings in that city where re
ligion is seldom spoken of, but "this 
winter the Revelation of DAnA 'O'LJ.ATI 
was on overy tODb"llC. ,. Mother Beecher 
said tJ]at she wanted to interest the 
whole Convention in that wonderful 
('ouutry (Canada) that Abdul-Baha 
has blessed and concerning which he 
has made so many promises. She closed 
with an earnest appeal for greater 
rcnlizlltioll on the part of the teaching 
committee of their responsibility to the 
teuchers and the Cause and that the 
committee Hhould work with the I('ach
ere morC and keep them informed of 
the events in the various teaching areas. 

Roy WilliuIIU! of Atla.nta, Georgia, 
reported for the work done in the South 
in a spirited and appealing talk. 

The committee on permanent organ
ization reported recommending :\Iount
fort Mills of New York as permanent 
ehairmHIl of the Convention. :Mr. 'Mills 
on assuming the chair addressed the 
Convention as follows: 

"Dear friends, Dr. D 'Evelyn hn~ ex
pressed so well the feelins:t of anyone 
who is privileged to act as ehairman, 
that I will not take your time by uddin!! 
to hi s words in that respect. 1 wou1d 
like to sny just a few words about the 
way in whieh, it seems to me, we should 
approach the work this year, of all 
years, in these sessions. I think it 
has been borne in on all of us during 
the past. that there is absolutely no hope 
in tIle world tOOIlY except through the 
channel of the Center of the Covenant 
carrying the banner of BAHA'O'U,A II to 
the height where it will wavc over the 
entire civilized world. 

"This knowledge as it carries morc 
and more convietion in onr hearts, 
makes our coming together of peculiar 
significance this yca.r--of course, the re
sponsibility would be infinitely too great 

if we did not know we had the Center 
of the Covenant not only behind us, but 
right with us here, in each heart that is 
opencd to that great influence. We not 
only have that to rely upon, we have 
also his outward spoken and written 
word to guide us in our deliberations 
here at this Convention, and we know 
from these writ ten and spoken words 
how greatly he is relying upon us this 
year to really liberate in the world the 
truc freedom of democracy, of demo
cratic govenuuent. lie has expressed 
to many of the fricnds who have re
cently been over thcre and returned, he 
has also expresscd in th e Tablets, with 
which all of us are familiar, the out
lines of the establishment really of the 
Ioundations of civilirotions, insofar as 
that can bc formed by governmental 
procedure. ITe has indicatcd to us this 
new great conception of the unity of 
groups, the consciousness that is created 
in a. body of friends coming togethcr 
consecrated solely for the purpose of 
finding out the will of God as applicd 
to any particular situation which they 
may confront, and he has told us not 
that we shonld have one idea, by no 
mcans that, but that each idca should 
be contributed simply in the spirit of 
creating this I'!,'roup consciousness. It 
is a new thing to the world, so far as we 
have been allowed to understand it, and 
1 thing this evolution of the group idea, 
is infinitely greater than the idea, 
and beyond th(' idea, of ally individual. 

"Tn the past the procedurc has been 
more or le~s to impose upon groups the 
conception of some strong individual. 
Today we are told by Abdul-Baha of 
this new method of approaching the 
problems of humanity, where the indi
vidual will express his opinion but it 
will be the creation of the group that 
will express the ,vill of God-in other 
words, the majority of those present. 
Not to tnke more time, we will proceed 
at once to the regular business of the 
Convention, and I presume the first 
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thing is to hear the report of the cre
dentials committee." 

'Mrs. 'l'rue spoke of the recent instruc
tions given by llis noliness, Abdul-Balm, 
concerl1illg the respective fUllctions of 
the Unity or Executive Board and the 
assembled delegates in the annual Con
vention, quoting as follows from the 
blessed instructions: 

"The nation chooses representatives. 
These representatives make an assembly 
of the nntion. Arc the affairs in the 
hands of the assembly of the nation or 
in the hands of the people' No doubt 

ASSEMBLY Dk~r.EOATE 

Atlanta, Ga ........... . . Roy Williams 

all affairs arc in the hands of the as
sembly of the nation, not in the hands 
of everybody. This assembly of the D8-

tion, or parliament, those members nre 
elected by the nation; all affairs are re
ferred to pa.rliament, not to the people. 
Parliament discusses affairs and reaches 
a decision. The Convention is like that 
and this mooting sees to the affairs and 
whatever the meeting deeidcs, the Ex
ecutive Board must carry out." 

The credentials colllIllittee now re
ported the following duly accredited 
delegates and alternates certified by 
their official credentials: 

ALTERNATE 

Augusta, Ga ............. Robert Irwin MiS'! Margaret Klebs 
Asbury Park, X J ....... Mrs. Juliet D. Sherman Jriss Jane Durand 
Atlantic City, N. J ...... :Mrs. Elnora D. Terry Mrs. D. 1-1. Hoes 
Bakersfield, Calif ........ Mrs. Mary MOl'lon ReplogleCaroline Wagner 
Baltimore, Md ........... )[rs. Jr. E. Lane M. E. Thompson 
Berkeley, Calif .......... . Mrs. Emogene JJoagg Mrs. Georgia &Ilston 
Beverly and Salem, Mass .. Edward D. Stroven John S. Crowley 
Bisbee, Arizona .......... M I'S. Viola Duckett 1\[irza Ahmad Sohrab 
Boston, Mass ............ William H. Randall Alfred E. Lunt 
Brooklyn, N. Y .......... Howard Mae..~utt Miss Bertha TIerklotz 
Buffalo, N. Y ........... l\ft·s. Uovius 
Chicago, m ............ . )1 1'11. Corinne True 

Albert R. Vail 
Cincinnati, 0 .......... . . )trs. Annie L. Pannerton 
Cleveland, 0 ............ Dr. Pauline BaTton-Peckc 
Denver, Colo ........... . :\lrs. G. N. Clark 
Detroit, Mich ............ Tom O'Connor 
Duluth, Minn ..........•. Miss Henrietta Brittingham 
Fruitport, Mich .......... 1\11'8. Edith Bail 
Geyserville, Calif ........ )1irza .Ahmad Sohrab 
Grand Rapids, Mich ..... Mrs. Edith Bail 
Honolulu. Hawaii ........ ) 11'5. Willard Ashton 
Ithaca, N. Y ............ )Irs. Alice House 
Jersey City, N. J ....... . F. O. IIalc 
Johnstown, N. Y ........ . Alfred E. Lunt 
Keno.. .. ba, Wis ........... Alfred E. Anderson 
Lakeland, Florida ........ Alfred E. Lunt 
Los Angeles, Calif ....... Miss Julia Culver 
Miami, Florida .......... M. W. Atwater 

Albert R. Windust 
Carl Schemcr 
Joseph Stauss 
Kathcrine Brandcau 
Ml"s. Corinne 'rruc 
Ernest E. Grimwood 

Mrs. Nels Peterson 

Mrs. Kels Peterson 

C. Mason Remey 
Mrs. Mary C. Moore 

Minneapolis, ?tUnn ....... Miss Henrietta Brittingbam Albert H. Hall 
Montclair. N. J .......... Mrs. William Reid l\1iss Anna Van Blarcom 
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AssEMJ:lt,Y DELEGATE 
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The credentials committee as consti
tuted was composed, besi.de Mr. Gregory, 
of Mrs. Mariam IJaney and Edward D. 
Stmven. 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, 
the report of the credentials committee 
was unanimously accepted. 

The chair prcscnted for the consid
eration of the Convention a resolution 
adopted by the Executive Board }'Ceolll
mending that in eases where one delegate 
represent several different assemblief!! 
that such delegate cast but one ballot 

upon any important question. Arter a 
thorough discussion of the matter by 
various delegates, it was moved and 
seconded that the existing custom in this 
connection be followed and that any 
delegate duly authorized to represent an 
asscmbly of whieh he or she is not a 
member be allowed to cast the ballots 
for the various assemblies they had been 
asked to represent. A rising vote being 
called for, this motion was declared lost. 
It WIiS thereupon moved that not only at 
future Conventions, but at this Convcn-
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tion any delegate representing more 
than one assembly should have but onc 
vote in the Convention. An amendment 
was offered which was seconded, that 
each delegate be entitled to only onc 
vote but that this shall apply only to 
this Convention. This amendment ha\'· 
ing been put to a vote was declared lost. 
The question was then put on the origi
nal motion which was carried. 

The chair announced that the exhibi
tion of plans and models of the various 
designs of the Masbrekol-.<\zkar was 
open for inspection in two adjoining 
rooms. The Convention recessed to meet 
at 12 :30 P. M. 

MONDAY AFTER.'WON SESSION 

The afternoon session, April 26, 1920, 
of the Convention was opened with sing
ing of the hymn, "Tell the Wondrous 
Story. t, 

The Mt. Vernon, Virginia, Assembly, 
'Mrs. Elizabeth }Jourse, delegate, was 
recommended for membership in the 
Unity by the Executive Board, and 
upon motion duly made and seconded. 
the recommendation was accepted. 

Upon motion duly made and see· 
onded, Alfred E. Lunt was made 
permanent secretary of the Convention. 

Upon motion duly made and sec
onded, Mrs. Mariam TIaney was made 
assistant secretary of the Convention. 

The cbair announced that the next 
business was the consideration of the 
matter of the selection of the plan for 
the Maslu-ekol-Azkar. ~Irs. True, by re
quest, rend the verbatim account at the 
interview between TIis Holiness, Abdul
Haha, and William H. Randall, at Haifa, 
in December, 1919, eoneeming the se
lection of plans by this Convention 
(this conversation is in substance can· 
tained in the secretary'a call for the 
election at delegates, Imder date of Feb· 
ruary 18, 1920). The closing words of 
Abdul·naha concerning this are these: 
"You must make a great effort, and in· 
spire the friends to do everything they 

possibly can for the building of this 
Mashrekol·Azkar in order that it may be 
started as soon as possible. That must 
be done at this Convention." 

On the suggestion of Roy Williams, 
of Atlanta, Georgia, the Convention 
went into silent prayer for a few min
utes that the hearts of all might be 
opencd and the minds free from any dif· 
ferences of opinion in approaching this 
tremendous decision. 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, 
it was voted that each architect be given 
twenty minutes to explain his model. 
Mr. Lunt inquired whether it would not 
be au advantage in reaching a decision 
to have the verbal opinion of a building 
or construction engineer as to the cost of 
the various modcls. 

Upon request, Mrs. Joseph H. Han
nen, of Washington, D. C., chanted thc 
prayer "Is there any remQver of diffi· 
culties save God'" 

The chair called upon Charles )(ason 
Remey of Washington, D. C., to ad
dress the Convention concerning his 
plan and model for the :Mashrekol-Azkar. 
~[r. Remey stated in Bubstance that the 
paramount thought in the hearts of 
each of us is that thc will and desire of 
the Center of the Covenant shall be 
worked out in deliberation in this Con· 
vention of friends. He outlined his 
conceptions of the Uashrckol·Azkar 
evolving through a period of the last 
twelve to fourteen years, stating that 
nine preliminary designs of different 
styles of architecture had been made by 
him and exhibited throughout thc 
eonntry, including 8chools, colleges and 
nniversities. }Olr_ Remey then depicted 
interestingly the Indian style of archi
tecture; it was an ado.ption of the Pcr
sian style and the world famous Taj 
Mahal in Agra, India, pointing out that 
the Ishkabad ~Iashrekol-Azkar was built 
on those lines. The model made by him, 
exhibited in the next room, was a model 
of this Indian style. He further statcd 
that the Indian style was the smallest 
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Elnd most economical to build of any of 
his drawings and outlined his' sugges
tions as to the method of construction, 
material, etc., and that a rough estimate 
made by Roger Boyle, of the Boyle 
Construction Company, was in the 
neighborhood of $540,000 for a stonc 
building and about $400,000 of terra 
cottu. Various questions from the dele
gates brought out from Mr. Remey that 
his model was built to a scale of %-inch 
to a foot, the exterior diameter being 
about D5 feet. Also, that his design 
would make a building a trifle smaller 
than the Ishkabad Temple j that the 
diameter of the dome is between 40 to 
50 feet. Mr. Remey added that includ
ing the garden and cycrytbing shown 
by his modeJ, it would scale up to about 
500 feet in diameter. 

The chairmun stated thllt in common 
with all the other friends presenting 
plans t.o the Convention, the infinite 
amonnt of labor !lud the time and sacri
fice that has been put into this work by 
these good friends is a feature of unity_ 
"1\10st of us know personally of the con
secrated efforts that have been made al
most to the limit of physical and nervous 
endurance, done as it had to be done, 
outside of the regular activities of the 
friends. We cannot pass by tllis pal'
ticular moment without noting this fact 
of the devoted service of these men in 
tbe Cause of BARA'O'LLAH." 

The chair called upon Louis Bour
geois of Englewood, New .Terscy, con
cerning his model. )1r. Bourgeois 
stated in substance that he realir.ed from 
the reading of the Hidden Words that 
a new art was to come witil this Revcl/l
tion, together with a new science and 
everythlng was to be renewed. There
fore, he had undertaken to avoid all the 
style of the past. Also, that since the 
teaching of BAHA'O'LLAII was to unify 
all the teaching of the past into one 
thought and the religious thoughts of the 
past had expressed themselves through 
different styles of architecture, he had 

combined several creations of architec
tural style of the past in his model with 
a new setting. He spoke of sym
bolizing the IIidden Words and of 
various ancient symbols aud that he 
used the form giving the idea of the 
classic, Romanesquc, )loori~h, Gothic 
and the Renaissance, blending thl'Se into 
an entirety. He then realized that in 
addition to this the union of the Orient 
and the Occident must be dearly shown 
and that as he studied the matter a 
new form of the first floor of the 'i'emple 
came to him in the symbol of a nine 
pointed star, made of inverted cil'oles 
upon circles. H e was unable to get any 
fnrtller light on the second floor until 
the first floor had been made and imme
diately the second floor came to him. 
Each floor above was not conceived until 
tbe floor below was finished. 'l'bcn came 
the dome which was velT unusual, to 
crown the whole. He thcn put the various 
dilTerent sections togetht'r and said "you 
eall sec the result now. " H e expeeted, 
like all new things, this would be criti
cized, stHting that the model is olle
quarter scale but if half this size model 
SllOUld be required it would ~d\1cC it to 
about 225 feet in diameter for the whole 
building and he estimated that tlli<l 225 
It. model to erect would cost about a 
million and a half dollars. TIc said that 
one f('lIture which left the cost indefinite 
wa"! the amount necessary to be spent in 
foundation: on the half-inch scale the 
height w("Iuld be about 180 feet. H e said 
the idea was to build in terra cotta which 
would allow the model to be preserved 
in case an accident happpned, another 
piece eould be cast easily and he bad no 
fear as to the tracery work on the dome. 
That there were nine towers, nine 
columns, nine orbs around the o"tside. 
He expressed his opinion that $200,000 
would build a crypt up to 27 feet where 
meetings could be held until more funds 
came in for the next floor. 

'l'he chair then called upon 'v. S. l\Iax
well of Montreal to explain his design. 
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On motion duly made and seconded, it 
was voted that ~Ir. Maxwell be per
mitted to bring his plan into the room 
for e."tpianation as Me. Maxwell pre
sented no model. 

Mr. Maxwell then proceeded to ex
plain his drawings. ITo said that it was a 
nine-sided building with entrance by a 
flight of nine steps, leading to an ell
trance here, both Ule5C symbolic of 
BAUA'O'LI...\11 and Abdul-Balla, Another 
cntnmcc to a smaller apartment symbo
lizes the Bah. These arc nIl "Rulted 
chambers or vaults. The dimensions of 
the contrnJ space arc nine by nine, 81 
feet, in diameter from column to column. 
Places for meditation are placed uround 
the nine columns. A gallery which he 
ealJed the Gallery of the Tablets is all 
around the hack of the colUmns, on the 
first tlOOl' set in a tlul'founding, corrc
sponding to that of the idcns of tb~ 16th 
century. A paved terrace surrounds the 
building with nillO avenues, each ter
minntllig in a fountain with tht: Temple 
as the central axis, each fountain nine 
feet in diameter. 'rhe dome to he lighted 
by nine groups of three window~ with 
a pier between each group. He spoke 
of the beauty of the dome of glass 
mosaic with gold background such :lS is 
found in Italy. The lighting in the 
dome would be by means of 27 reflectors 
tbrown on the light of the dome, radiat
ing color and light on to the Temple. 
Mr. Maxwell outlined how deeply he was 
interested in fInding a point in eoustrue
tion where the East and Wcst would 
contact. The tree of life is llhown and 
the symbolism of the great religions of 
the world with nineteen spaces for the 
"Letters of the Living." 

In response to questions Mr. Maxwell 
stIlted that he could Dot gi\'e any definite 
estimnte of priee as he did not think 
it desirable to reduce the building to less 
than 63 feet in diameter (interior ) , that 
if the building werc so reduced in flize 
the expense would run probably some
where around a million dollars. 

Following these elucidations the dele
gates recessed for fifteen minutes to in
spect the various models. 

Upon regathering, it was moyed and 
scconded, that the fri ends who must 
leaye before the cud of the ConYention 
be allowed to cast thcir yotes in scaled 
C'llvelopes sllowing their choice of plan. 
After discussion, the motion was put 
and declared lost. 

It wns moved and seconded, that the 
chair be empo\\'e l'OO to haye present nt 
the opening of the morning scssion an 
expert enginccr lind an expcrt architect 
to COllsult with the dl'lcgates on the mat
ter of choice of plans. After a discus
sion of the motion, the motion was 
unanimously curried. 

Upon motion duly madc and seconded, 
the meeting was adjourned to reconvene 
the following day at ]0 A. 1\1. 

TUESDAY ·MOR.'HKG SESSIO:N 
APRIL 27, 1920 

The Conventioll re-a.!l~lllbled on Tues
day, April 27th, at 10 A. )1. in the Con
vention nall. The secretary opened the 
session with reading of supplicatioll.<l. 
Albert R Vail, of Chica!-'!'o, nlinoi s, 
otrer('d prayer to Almighty God for the 
healing of the sickness of I\liss Knob
loch. The chaiJ'man anOUllced that :\fr. 
McGonigal , president of tbe Ar('.hitec
tural League of :New York City, and onc 
of the best known architects of the 
eountl'Y, was present for the purpose of 
nny service he might rend{'r the Con
"{'ntiOIl in the selection of plans; also 
1\lr. Abbott, of the Fulkr Comrtruction 
Company, a very able and prominent 

• {,llgmC('r. 

'C'pOIl motion duly made and seconded, 
it WIIS voted tbat the Convention ad
journ to the hall of plans so that thi'f 
discussion of tho expert.'! might he in tho 
midst of the diffcrent plans and models. 
Discussion arose concerning whether or 
not the delegates only should be present. 
during the diSClission or during the se· 
lcetion of plans or either of them. With. 
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out taking any action at this time all the 
dcl~gDtes and friends in a body met in 
the hull of plans. )1r. ::\IeGonigal, hav
ing been introduced, outlined in sub· 
stance as follows, saying that he was 
forced to consider these various designs 
from the pOint of view of only a few 
minutes study of the tenets of the Move
ment so that he was obliged to judge 
largely from a purely technical stand
point. He said further he was not 
judging by virtue of the mystic !:Iymbols 
of numbers which oceurred in tho var
ious designs but as to the n.grccnblcncss 
of the motif. Mr. McGonigal referred 
to the difficulties in estimating cost of 
building in the present disturbed, eco
nomic and industrial conditions. suying 
that it IlItd become common that the labor 
units would not respect contracts made 
as to wages, therefore, he felt the thing 
to do was l or the delegates to decide 
what they wanted and then get the 
money Cor it. TIe then proceed('d to 
analyze the ditTcrcnt designs, plalls and 
1lI0del!i before the Convcntion. Pollow
ing tlds al1l1l,}'sis Mr. McGonigal kindly 
an'lwcred a number of qllel'ltioll!< from 
difrCI'cnt dclcl!ates, inelndillg' durability 
of different material<;, dimensions, struc
tural possibil iti('S, dciccts and changes, 
tlH' practicability of the tracery and 
open spacing in the Bourgeois plan, etR., 
etc. The Convention conveyed 1111 

unanimOliS expression of gratitude to 
:Mr. McGonigal for his most valtlSlble 
assistance on these important questions. 

Th e chairman now introduced Mr. Ab
hott, of the Fuller Construction Com
pany, flUid to be the larg<'st construction 
eompall)' in the country. )fr. Abbott ad
d~ing the Convention illustmit'li how 
impossible it is to estimate costs of 
structure without first having some sort 
of a sk(' teh, plan and outline of what 
tht' mal('rials are to be, dimensiolls, 
etc. TIc pointed out how building costs 
had been mounting about four per cent 
a month for the last three or four 
montlls. Mr. Abbott commented gen-

erally on the models, saying that on the 
base of diameter Qud height the expense 
in accordance with geometrical ratio, the 
same rule applying to the lacery eff£'et 
which compared with the solid dome. He 
advised in the case of the Bourgeois 
model to close up between the lace open
ings with glllS9, keeping out snow and 
iee which might otherwise expand and 
hreak it. He figur('d roughJy that marble 
would be at least twice the cost of terra 
cotta as eonstnl('tion material. ~fr. Ab
bott gave the Convention his rough esti
matf'S of the ratio of cost of the va.rious 
models and plans to each other. In re
sponse to questions Mr. Abbott ga"e 
valuable information concernin!!; the cost 
of foundation based upon anyone of 
several kinds of soil. Certain questions 
also brought out the fact that a crypt or 
underground room could be built up to, 
say 27 feet high. For instance, ill the 
cast of the Bourgeois model, to stop at 
the top of the first gallery, which could 
be occupied for services prior to the fiu al 
completion of the Tem ple, it would cost. 
about filty per c('nt of the whole cost. 
]'fr. Abbott later thougoht that this was 
too Iowan estimAte, that it might cost 
up to sixty to se,,<,nty per cent. This, 
howe"er, would include the entire first 
story and nine ent rances alld the ter
race. He would ~timate with a hase
ment of twenty-seven feet, i. e., to the 
top of the first flight of steps, it wonld 
be around twenty per cent of tJle total 

cost. 
The Convention unanimously and by 

a rising "ote expressed its warm thllnks 
to Mr. Abbott fol' the gl'eat enlighten
ment and patience with which he had 
presented thel;(' malters based upon his 
great experience along these lines. 

Upon p1otion duly made and seconded, 
it was voted t.hat the Convention make 
its choice of the Temple plans and elect 
the Executive RonI'd this afternoon, to
morrow to be devoted to teaching, pub
lication and oth('j' probl ems. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
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choice of the Temple plans be by private 
consultation of the delegates only. After 
diS{'u!;.'Iion of this motion, it was pill to 
a Yote and wus declared lost, the effect 
of this ncgatin' \'ote being to ICilve the 
matter in the hands of the delegates but 
with no thought of seclusion or l)riv8cy. 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, 
it was unanimous1y voted that th(' chair 
llitme II. committee to meet and to give 
consideration, pelH]ill~ the recess, to all 
the utterances and Tablets on the sub· 
ject of the ~Iashrekol-Azkar, including 
uny instructions that 118d been received, 
and to place these bdol'c the Couvcntion 
at the afternoon s<>ssiOIl, includin~ ('cr
tain instructjons that had been received 
concerning the method of cOll$ultation 
whieh should be followed in Bahni con· 
ventions. The committee, as constituted, 
was as follows: Charie ... Uason Rerney, 
W. S. Maxwell, )lollntfort Mills and 
Louis DOllrgeois. 

The Convention rCC<'SSed to meet at 
2 P. )1. 

AFTERKOO:-l SESSION 
The C01lvelllion W38 c1l11ed to order 

at 2 P. U. by the cllairman. An an· 
nouncement was m1ld(' conceming the 
~eriotl'l illness of Miss Fannie Knobl~h, 
at New IIavcn, Connecticut, and re· 
quests werc madc for praycrs for her. 

)Ir. R('mey l"<'porting for thc art com· 
mittce stated that the committee l'Ccom· 
mended that c('I'inin dcsi~l1s be nomi· 
nated by the Convention and if more 
than ODe design made by anyone archi· 
teet wus to be considered mention should 
be made of thllt fact. 

Mr. Vail rcporting for the committee 
appointed during the recess hour to gath. 
er the Tublets und instructions J'clating 
to the Mashrekol.Azkar, stated that this 
committce had dceidcd to report upon 
the more recent words of Abdul·Baha 
concerning this, inasmuch as "every day 
has a new ordel·; ohey the order of thc 
day." ITc tlJereupon read in substa1lce 
the recent references of Abdul-Baha, as 
to the neccS'lity of decision upon plal1.9 

by the Convention whether unanimously 
or by majority, as given to William H. 
Uundall when recently ill llaifa. 

Mrs. True, being interl'ogated J:k'l to 
any allusions to the probable cost of the 
Temple made by His Holiness, Abdul
Balla, as recorded in her l\lsshrekol-Az
kar records, recounted a conversation 
with him, )rr. Wilhelm and )11'8. True 
h('ing pl'!:,~ent , in ~ew York, in 1912, 
when he said that the Temple would cost 
over a million dollars. 

A discussion followed as to which in
structions thc COllvention should deem 
itself bound by, whether the former ref
e>rcnccs scnttel"ed through tile> Tablets or 
thc recent instructions to the Conven
tion to assume the responsibility of 
choice. The chair ruled that under re· 
eent inSlnJetiol1s the delegates are en
trusted with the completion of the wOl'k 
in hand including the choice of plans 
"leaving it entirely to them to decide." 

'llr. Lunt, having in hi!'! possession a 
discoursc 011 the subject of consultation, 
J!iven by His Holiness, }.bdul-Baha, at 
the PJaza Hotel in Chicago, 1912, was 
asked to J'ead it: 
Words of A /)dlll-Balta on the Impol"lallce 

of COl1s1tltatiOI~ 

"In this Cause the question of con
sultation is of thc greatest importance. 
But t.he spiritual consultation, not physi
eal consultation. In Franec I visited 
the Senate, the Parliament. I did not 
like their lIystem at all, for consultation 
must hal'e for its aim the arrival at truth 
and not opiniollated opposition. When 
there ~hall be opposition or inimical 
opinion, it is very bad. I round that 
they alt('rcated, by worthless or useless 
altercations, each olle presenting' a eer· 
tain angle or a. certain word, someone 
would OpPQS<' him, and then there was 
a turmoil, and it happened that while I 
was there two of them got up and had a 
fight. r said, 'This is not parliRIllentary 
eommiWtiOll. This is a fiasco! What is 
the use of going to theatres and spending 
your money 1 Come to thc National As
sembi:" and see what is going on! It is 
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morc entertaining than the theatre. Call 
it a ploy and not the parliament.' 

"The purpose is this, that consulta
tion must have for it:; aim or object the 
investigation of truth. TIt" who (''(
presses nn opinion must llot voice his 
opinion /HI if that opinion is correct or 
right, but he must give it Ul', n contribu
tioll to the consensus of opinion, for 
the light of reality becomes apparent 
whell there is a coincidence of two opin
iOlls. Because when you hnvc the flint 
and the steel, you will ha'"c a spark pro
duced when the two come together. 'l'he 
negative foree and the positive force 
coming together produc(', as it wet'(', 
electricity. It is the friction of the two 
which is productive of light. 'I'hat should 
be the object. With the greatest or the 
utmost serenity, sobriety, soberncllS of 
tcmpcramcnt, with thc utmost state of 
tranquillity, perfect composure and ab· 
solute ('aim and composure should man 
w(,jgll his opinions. But beCore expre'lS' 
ing his own opinion he must weigh the 
opinion previously expressed. When he 
secs that the opinion previously ex· 
pl'cSfI<'d is better, he lUust immedintcly 
Hccept it. He must not be wilful in hal'· 
ing all opinion of his own. This we call 
the endeal'or at arrival at unity or 
truth. 'rhat is very good. 

"nut should it be an opposition lind 
cause dispersion, it is very bad. It is lwt· 
ter then to have one opinion. because the 
individual opinion of a wise man i~ bet· 
ler. But if it is simply opposition or nl· 
tcreation in which varied and diverg'Cnt 
opinioll~ will be presented, then there is 
need of n judicial body to discuss the 
opinions cxpressed, and the opinion of 
the majority (of that body)-bccause 
though the conscnsus of opinion, that is 
to say, the quorum-may dee ide upon a 
thing that may be correct. A thousand 
people may !,r1ve opinion." and may be 
mistaken, and onc sagacious person may 
give an opinion and be right. That i'J 
possible. In thc utmost of love camillI· 
tat ion must be held. The members must 
be in the greatest spirit of fellowship 

toward one anothcr, so that good results 
may be forthcoming. That is the foun
dation. 

"Tn the rcalm of consultation the 
greatest was the council held by the dis· 
ciples of Jesus Christ after lIis ascCnSion 
ot' dcparture. Thllt WIUI consultation. 
They got together 011 thc summit of the 
mount and said: 'Jlis Holincs.", JOSH!:! 

Christ, has be(n ('rueified and we have 
DO intercourse with Him, thel'cfore we 
must be loyal and faithful to Him, we 
must appreciate Him, He resuscitated 
us, He made us wise, ne gave us life. 
We must be faithful. '''hat shall we 
dof' And they held council. Olle of 
them said, "Vc must detach ourselves, 
that is to say, lessen our attaebmenb; 
with attachments or fetters wc canllot 
do this.' Evcrybody said: 'Thllt is so.' 
Another among them said: 'Either we 
must be married and be faithful to our 
wives and children, take care of our 
families, or We must serve our Lord 
freely without these ties. 'Ve cannot 
keep families, carc for them, and at the 
samc time herald the Kingdom in the 
wilderness. Thcrefore, those mcn who 
have not married, would better l]ot 
marry, and those who have married must 
provide means of sustenance and com· 
fort for their families, so they will not 
be in need, and then leave them in com· 
fort and depart.' They said, 'That is 
right.' And therc was no dis.1.grccment 
or dissenting '·oices. All agreed. The 
third said: 'To do some worthy deed 
you have to be flClf·saerifieing. If we 
Rhould want to be at ease and also teach, 
these two will not coincidc. From now 
on we mURt forego easc, we must accept 
every dlfficult~,.' Evcrybody said: 'That 
is right.' The fifth said: 'Oh, this has 
anotbt>r aspect! For Jcsus' sake, WI' 

shall be beaten, we will be imprisoned, 
we will be exiled. They may kill us. 
Let us learn this Ia'lon now. Let us 
know that we may be beaten, we shall 
be banished, we sh1l11 be cursed, we shall 
be spat upon, und we Illay be killed. Let 
us accept all this. Surely we will! That 
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is right!' And aftcr this council, from 
tbe summit of the mount they descended, 
and each one took a direction. That is 
the kind of consultlltionl 'l'bat is spir
itual consultation. Not that if one 
should cxpress an opinion the others 
should rise against him like the French 
parliamentarians and fight cach other." 

At this point, Jenabi Fazel ),la7,au
darlllli and ::'!Ianucher Khan, who had 
just reached New York from IIuifa, ell
tered the Convention hall. 'l'heir advent 
produced the greatest happiness among 
tbe delegates and the fragrant breezes 
of tbe Covenant W('re wafted to all 
hearts. Our brothers being invited to 
address the Convention, Jenaui Fa?el, 
ubly interpreted by 1\fallucber Khlln, 
~poke us follows: 

Pirst Address by Jcnabi Paze! 
J/ azUlidaruni 

""-e arc very glad to see you all. Our 
hearts are pleased indeed. ·We were eight 
days on the sea and the waves were ven' • 
high, but the hope to sec you made every-
thillS' happy and easy for us. 'Ye w('re 
in such ectasy und such longing that it 
can only be imagined. 

'''l'hink of the distance betwccn the 
East and West, how lllr.Persia is from 
America. SUCll unity and such harmony 
is special to this Cause only. All til(' 
Divine Manifestations appeared in this 
world for love and unity, and in their 
own time they all established love and 
unity. See what this Cause has done 
during such a brief period-what union 
and love it has brought about. It hns 
united East and West. This is one of 
the miracles of this period and this cy
cle. There are tllOu'lands in the East 
who are anxious to sec yOll. It is their 
greatest wish to ~e one of YOll, but it is 
too fnr away and they cnnnot. It is only 
through the bounty oC the )[aster (Ab
dul.Baha) that we arc herc. We are 
very happ~' HlId consider ourselves "ery 
fOl"innate indeed. We did not deserve 
this bounty at all. Wc left Haifa about 
two months ago to comc to see you. 

Many obstacles arose for us on the way, 
and we bad many difficulties too; when 
they became most difficult then the in
visible H ilDa untied the knot. nis in
visible bounty made those difficulties 
easy. 

"Praise be to God, tbat we have at
tained to the end of the journey in such 
a good time-tho time of RiZWIlD. Be
fore the Rizwun ended we have suc
ceeded in seeing yOIl. This feast of Riz
wan is mentioned in the Book of A·kda.s 
-and it is called the greatest fC'ulit. for 
it was during this time that tile greatest 
Manifestation (R-\HA 'O'I,LAH) appeared 
in the world. It was during this time 
that the best foundation of love wus 
started j in this period the SUIl of Re
ality and the Sun of Love appeared; in 
this time the standard of peace was ele
vated in the world. It was in tbis time 
that steps were taken for the unity of 
the people of the EHst and the Wcst. 

"In this time of Rizwan the Bahais 
all over the world render great services; 
they hold meetings of consultution to 
consider how to spread tlie spiritual 
fragrances of the many )fashrekol-Az
kan. If there arc no :i\fashrekol-Azkan 
in their eountry or district, at this time 
they take steps to build one, and if thf>y 
ulready have 011(' they take steps to make 
it larger. Mashrekol-Azkal's are very 
necessary in this Cause. A bdul-Buha 
says that we must have a l\1ashrekok\7.
kar in every town. It is 81<;0 the eom
mand of His Holiness, R\IJ.\'O'LLAll. 

That is to say, real supplication should 
be shown to the people of the world in 
this Temple, which is the Temple of 
unity; to show the people of the world 
what is pure supplication UIl(1 pure 
prayer. In this season and ill this time 
all the Spiritual Meetings (TIOUSC!i of 
Spirituality) Bl'e renewed, in this time 
they select th('ir members again; that is, 
they hegin to elect their reprcscntlitives 
in this season, who in turn select tbe 
members of th(' Spiritual Meeting!!. 

" I hope that in tltis time we will be 
successful in all of our services. W·hen 
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I was in the presence of the Master 
(Abdul-Baha) be gave me a very glad 
tiding, that is, regarding his health. And 
we arc here to tell you of his perfect 
health. Jle was in splendid health and 
so happy; his happiness had never been 
greater or his health better Rnd he was 
greatly pleased with everything that was 
going 011 in the Cause. He was very 
glad indeed. We know why he was SO 
glad and 80 happy, because the Cause 
is spreading rapidly and making prog
ress everywhere. The only thing thnt 
can make bis heart happy is the spread 
of the Cause. 

""'hen we were in the presence of 
the Master we received good news [rom 
all over the world, from the Rast and 
the \V cst. 'Vhen we wcrc there we 
beard great news from America. lie 
wag so pleased thal he handed to the 
friends there some of the letters you 
had written to him, and they were trnns
lated for all the Bahais_ It shows how 
delighted the )faster was with you. 

"There is also great progress and im
provement going on in the East ; they 
arC /Ill SO abls?e in the Eust that you 
cannot imagine the grcatnc~ of it. Tn 
former times th<.>y had so many difficul
ties, especially in Persia. There was no 
security or li!e for them at all; but now, 
as they are more seeure and free ill these 
times, they arc doing better work. They 
havo reported to the 3Iaster that in Te
hernn alone they have thirty meetin!PI 
eyery night for teaching. That is thc 
way till' Cause is adya.neing ill Pen;ia, 
therefore the Master is exceedinJtly 
pleascd in these days. That which 
plellSE's him most of all is the individ
ual service and the taking of steps to 
ad,'anee the Canse. ",Yhere there lire 
1Il0re meetings hcld, mOre sueee!'S is 
made. 

" The Master wants every olle of you 
to take steps privatel:,>' to teach the peo
pIe; that is to say, that all the Rahais 
should flpcnd their time in this sefyiee, 
for such a wonderful capacity hns np-

pcared in the people. These catastro
phies and calamities that have occurred 
in the world have opened the eyes of the 
people, and they will sec that they should 
accept this Cause. In the first place, all 
the prophecies that werc mentioned in 
our Holy Book have come to pass. With· 
out any mistake, cvery one of them hap
}>Cned. All the prophecies in the Book 
0/ Akdas took place lind these c.alamities 
have prepared the people to understand 
and accept this Causc. 'rills is why a 
special capacity and talent has been cte
ated in the hcarts of the people of the 
world. ",Ve hope that everyone of you 
will spend all your time in serving hu
manity. 'l'hat is whnt pleases the Mas
ter most. Allaho'Abhu!" 

Miss J uliet Thompson, being called 
upon by thc chairman to read further 
words concerning the question before 
the Convention, read two talks of Ab
dul-Baha givcn at 780 West End Ave
nue, :New York City, in 1912, as follows: 

"The body-politic loony is greatly in 
need of a physician. It is similar to a. 
human body amieted with nervous ail
mcnts. A doctor diagnoses the case and 
then prescribes trcatment. He does not 
prescribe, howt'ver, until he has made 
the diagnosis. The disease which af
flicts the body-politic is lack of Jove 
and absence of altnlism. In the hearts 
of men no real love is found, and the 
condition is such that unless their sus
ceptibilities are quickened by some 
power so that ullity, love nnd accord 
may develop within them, there can be 
no healing, or agreelllent alllong man
kind. TJOve /lnd unity arc the nceds of 
the body-politic today. Without these 
there can be no progress or prosperity 
attained. Therefore, tho friends of God 
mu.<;t adhere to the power which will 
('reate thi!.! lo"e and unity in the hearts 
oC the son!! of mell. SeiC'nee cannot cure 
the illnpss of the hody-politiC'. Science 
C'annot ('reate amit.,· and fellowship in 
human heartfl. "Neither can patriotism 
or racial prejudice C'ffect a r@medy. It 

(Conlinued on pqe 186) 



STAR OF THE WEST 
TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA 

o thou STAll. OF TB~ \VJ:ST! 

Be thou happy I Be thou happy I Shoulds! thou continue to remain firm and eternal, ere 
long, thou shalt become the Star of the East and shalt spread in every country and clime. 
Thou art the first pa~r of the Bahais which i s organized in the country of Amerita. Al
though for the prtsent thy subscribers arc limited, thy form is small and thy voice weak, yet 
shouldst thou stand unshakable, be<:ome the object of the attention of the friends and the 
center of the generosity of the leaders of the faith who arc firm in the Covenant, in the fu
ture thy subscribers will become hosts after hosts like unto the waves of the sea; thy volume 
will increase, thy arena will become vast and spacious and thy voice and fame will be raised 
and become world-wide-and at last thou shalt become the first paper of the world of human
Ity. Yet all these depend upon ]!rmneu ]!rmneu, /trmneut 

(Sil{,ud) AODUL-B"H" ruMS. 

TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA 
o ye apostles of B"H"'O'u.,,u-May my life be a ransom to you I 

. . . . Similarly, the ]l.hgazine, the ST"R Of' THl:t WEST, must be edited in the utmost 
regularity, but its contents must be: the promulgator of the Cause of God-so that both in the 
East and the West, they may become informed with the most important events. 

(Signed) ABDUL-BAllA AmI"s. 

STAR OF THE WEST FOUNDATION 
• 

N ortheaslern Slatts: Hool'ER H,I,RRTS. Western Slatts: HELl:tN S. GooD"tL. 
Southern States: Daminion of Canada: MAY MAXWf:Lt. 

Central Statrs: ALBUT VAIL, CAII.L ScHUYLER. 

Editorial Staff: ALBERT R. WINDUST-GEltTRUDE BUlKE1U-DII.. ZIA M. BAGDAD! 
Honorary Member: MIRZA AHIIUD SOJIIU.B 

Vol. 11 Masheyat 1,76 (September 27, 1920) No. 11 

Constitution and By-Laws of Bahai Temple Unity 
CONSTITUTION. 

He I s God! 
We, the Ba1ais of North America, in unity convened at the City of Chi · 

cago, to the end that we may advance the Cause of God in this ·Western Hem· 
isphere by the founding and erection of a Mashl'ekol-Azkal' dedicated to His 
Grcatcst Name, and devoted in His love to the service of mankind, do hereby 
adopt the following constitution: 

ARTICLE I. 
We acknowledge God as the Source and Preserver of our Unity, l'evealed 

to us through the Manifestation of IIis Glory in BAHA'O'LLAH, and declared by 
the beloved Servant of God and man, the Center of tbe Covenant, Abdul·Baha. 

ARTICLE II. 
The name of this Unity shall be Bahai Temple Unity, 

A RTICU; TTl. 
The object of this Unity shall be to acquire a site for and erect and main

tain thereon a Rahai Temple or Mashrc.kol-Azkar, with service accessory build
ingll, at Chicago, Ill., in accordance with thc declared wish of Abdul-Baba. 

ARTICLE IV. 
The powers of this 'Cnity shall abide in the several Bahai Assemblies, now 

and hereafter comprising it, and shall be exercised thl'ough one representative 
chosen by each established .Assembly, to serve for the term of one year. If 
more than one Assembly shall exist or be established in any city or local muni
cipality, such Assemblies shaH unite in tbe one representative, except the 
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following, which shall each select two representatives: New York (Borough of 
Manhattan), Chicago and Washington. New York (Borough of Brooklyn ) 
shall select one representative. 

ARTICLE V. 

The affairs of this Unity shall be managed by an Executive Board of niue 
members to be selected from the representatives duly chosen as provided in 
Article IV" or from the members of a constituent Bahai Assembly. subject, 
however, to confirmation by such Assembly, by open ballot in Convention, or 
written assent by mail, and whose tenn of office shall be one year. From their 
number the Executive Board shall select a President, a Vice.P'resident, &. See
retary, a }"'inancial Secretary and a Treasurer. The two Secretaries and the 
'l'rcusurcr shall constitute the Temple 1'!"('usury, in which name, by joint action, 
they shall reeeiYe, deposit, invest and disburse all funds of this Unity, under the 
direction of the Unity Board, and until incorporation as herein pl'ovided shull 
hold as trustees the properly of this Unity. 

ARTICI,E VI. 

The .'\nnual Meeting of this Unity shall be held during the Feast of Hir.· 
wan, at the place selected by the Executive Board; at the same time and 
place shall be held the Annual Meeting of the Executive Board. AJI other 
meetings shall be upon call or at slated periods as fur:ed by the Executive Board. 

ARTICLE VII. 
The local scat of this Unity shall be the City of Chicago, IllinoilJ, where 

an office shall be established and mainto.ined nntil the erection of the Temple. 
ARnCLE VIII. 

The Executive Board shall have power, in its discretion, to incorporllte 
this Unity under the Religious Incorporation Act of Illinois, or such other 
state as they may select. 

ARTICLE IX. 

This constitution may be amended at any annual meeting of the Unity, 
or by mail, but only upon a&'~nt of at least two·thirds of the component As· 
semblies to such proposed amendment, and not until it shall be recommended 
by at least two· thirds of the Executive Board, and thirty days' written notice 
thereof sllall be given to all the Assemblies before action. 

BY-LAWS. 
I. ApPLICATION. 

Any Bahai Assembly, incorporated or otherwisc, may become a member 
of this Unity in the following manner: 

It shall duly authorize, at a regular meeting thereof, an application in 
substantially the following form: 

"The Bahai As<>embly of. ....................... hereby certifies that, at 
a regular mceting thereof, it was resolved to become a member of the BahAi 
Tcmplc Unity of illinois, nnder and in accordance with its constitution and 
by·laws. 

"The delegate who is hcreby authorized to represent this Assembly, in 
nceordance with the constitution and by.laws of the Unity, until further notice 
,·s·. ...·"mc n u ••..••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••... , , • , • 

Address .............. , ...................... . 
By • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Secretary. " 
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The application shall be sent to the secretary of the Unity and shall be 
presented by the secretary to the Executive Board for inyestigation and veri
fication of the facts stated in the application. The Executive Board shall be 
entitled to ask for and obtain any further information which it may desire; 
and may advise the applying Assembly of its apparent acceptability, subject to 
final llpproval by the Convention; but in case of becoming convinced that, in 
the interest of the Bahai Movement, the acceptance of such Assembly is inad
visable, the Executive Board shall notify the applying Assembly of it.'! intention 
to so report to the coming Convention. The question of the acceptance or re
jection of the application shall be decided by the Convention in its consideration 
of the report of its regularly constituted Committee on Credentials. 

II. AllA.:.'W()NlolE."T. 

Any Assembly, a regularly enrolled member of this Unity, which shall fail 
to elect a delegate to represent it in accordance with the constitution and by
laws of the Unity for a period of two years, shaH be deemed to have abandon~d 
its membership in this Unity, provided that any such Assembly may revive its 
membership by making application for membership in accordance with the 
provisions of these by-laws. 

III. A ME~"DMENTS. 

'l'hcsc by-laws may be amended by the Unity at any annual or special 
meeting, by resolution adopted by three-fourths of the votes cast at such meet
ing, provided the notice that an amendment will be proposed, stating the general 
scope of the proposed amendment, shall be sent by the secretary to each of 
the assemblies of this Unity thilty days before the meeting at which such 
amendment is proposed to be submitted. 

IV. NOTICKS. 

All notices required by these by-laws to be given in pursuance of any 
provisions thereof shall be considered duly given when mailed by the secretary 
to the secretal·ies of the assemblies of this Unity, at such addres.'! as may appear 
from the records of the secretary, or if no such address appear, to the addrcsfl 
believed by the secretary to be tbc address of any mcmber of said assembly. 

V. ENACT)IENT. 

These by-laws shall go into cffcct from and after their enactment. 

[A true copy-Attest: ALFKED E. LUNT, Secretary.] 

Report of Twelfth Annual Mashrekol-Azkar Convention 
(Continued from page U3) 

must be accomplished solely through 
the divine bounties and spiritual be
stowals which have descended from 
God in this day for that purpose. This 
is an exigency of the times, and the 
divine remedy has becn provided. For 
the spiritual teachings of thc Religion 
of Ood can alone create this love, unity 
and accord in human hearts. 

"Therefore, hold to these heavenly 
agencies which God has provided, so 

that through the love of God, this sonl 
bond may be established, this heart at
tachment realized, and the light of the 
Reality of Unity be reflected from you 
throughout the universe. If we do not 
hold fast to these divine agencies and 
means, no result will be possible. Let 
us pray to Ood that TIe will exhilarate 
our spirits so we may behold the de· 
scent of Hi'! bounties, illumine our eyes 
to witness His great guidance, attune 
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our ears to enjoy the celestial melodies 
of the Heavenly Word. This is our 
greatest bope. This is our ultimate pur· 
pose. ,. 

.. This is in reality a goodly meeting. 
My hope is that the meeting in New 
York shall become what it should be, 
for a Babai assembly mU!~t be as II. meet· 
ing of the Supreme Concourse. When 
you assemble together you must ac
quire the lights of the Supreme King. 
dom. Let your hearts be as mirrors 
reflecting the radiance of the Sun of 
Reality. Every bosom of the bosoms 
must be a telegraphic slation, one ter
minus of the wire in the bosom of each 
soul and the other in the S'upreme Con
conrse, so that inspiration may descend 
from the Kingdom or Abha and right 
things be discussed. 'fhen will opinions 
coincide witll Reality, day by day there 
will be general developmcnt and each 
meeting become better, more radiant 
and more spiritual. This attainment i~ 
conditioned upon perfect fility and 
agreement. The more you realize of 
agreement and love, the more the con
firmations of Ood and Ule help of the 
Hlt·ssed Perfection will descend to as
sist you. May this be a divine meeting 
and bOlmdless bestowals come down 
upon you. Strive with heart and very 
life that day by day agreement and 
unity mny increase. In discussions look 
toward the Reality without being self
opinionated. Let no one assert his own 
mere opinion, nay rather, Jet each in
vestigate the Renlity with the greatest 
love and agreement. Consult together 
upon every matter and when one pre
sents an exposition of Reality that sball 
be acceptable to all, tben will unity and 
spirituality increase among you. Your 
illumination will be greater, your bap
piness and joy more abundant, and you 
will draw nearer aud nE'arer to the 
Kingdom of Ood." 

)frs. True then read tbe Tablet con
cerning laying the cornerstone and 

and foundation of the Mashrekol-Az
kar, as follows: 

"0 thou belovcd maid-servant of 
God! Your detailed letter was perused, 
and from its contents it bccame evident 
that the dcbt on the land and 0 11 the 
Mashrakol-Azkar is clear. This news 
made the hearts happy and en used in
finite rejoicing. N"ow, it is hoped that 
thc believers of God may show mag un
nimity and raise a great sum for thc 
building so that the foundation of the 
Mashrekol-.Azkar may he laid. and 
perchance, God willing, the cornerstone 
of the foundlltion lllay be laid by the 
hands of Abdul·Baha. This confirma
tion will descend upon the people of 
America if they will arise and endeavor 
with great courage to establish union 
alld hannony, so that every trace of 
difference may be uprooted and nil IIlII)' 

become as one heart and one soul. Con
vcy the wonderful Abha greeting to aU 
the friends und the maid-servants of 
the Merciful. Upon thee be Baha·RI
Abha !" 

The roll of the delegate~ was now 
called and forty-nine delcgates certified 
to their presence. 

)Trs. True l'Cad portions of two other 
Tablets from Abdul-Baha- with ref
erence to Inying the foundation of the 
Masbrekol-Azkar. It was brought out 
in the disell~sion that followed that ally 
ODe of the plans before the Convention 
could be so modified without impairing 
any essential feature. as to bring the 
cost eiUler to a minimum, intermediute 

• or ma.~l!n\lUl SUIIl. 

After full und delibcrotc di!'l<'ussion 
of the entire <luc~tion ineludinl( tlu' bE-st 
means both pra('tical aud idelll by which 
to arrive at the seJN'tion of some one 
dcfinite plan, it was dnly moved, sec
onded and unanimously carried tllllt the 
Convention pro('<'ed to an infOl-mnl blll
lot to determine which plan it would 
select for the stru<'tlll'e of the divine edi
fice, and that prior to the taking or the 
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vote the Convention enter into suppli
cation in silence for divine guidance. 
Words were also read from the Surat' 
ul n ykl of BAuA 'O'LLAIl. A II the fricnd~, 
both delegates and non-delegates, pres
ent in the Convention joined in this 
prayer. The committee for the distribu
tion, collection and count o[ ballots was 
annoullced to consist of Mr. )rcCon
aughy. :\lr. O'Connor and Mrs. Denth. 

While the ballots were being counted, 
the Bilhai Juniors gave Zl most interest
ing and instructive program (or the ('di
ficatian of the COIlvt'lltioD, lasting about 
half all hour. Many comments wcre 
heard upon the beautiIul picture and 
telling points registered by the children 
with reference to the great principles of 
the Cause during this demonstration. 

The Bahni Juniors having complett'd 
their work, upon motion duly made flnd 
seconded, Roy C. Wilhelm was scated as 
delegate lrom Springfield, minois, in 
response to a telegl'um from Miss Hoot 
stuting that credentials to that ctred 
were on the way. 

It was here snggested t.hat in thc'>c 
Conventions as well as Bahai gather
ings in gencral, the ordinary applause 
by clapping of the hunds he superseded 
by the utterance of the Greatest Name 
by those p.t;('sent. 

The ehait'TTIflll of the ballot commit
tee, :\[1'. :McConaughy, reporting upon 
the vote, announeed the result as fol
lows: For Mr. Remey's model plan, 
sc"en votes i for )fr. Remey's !\o. 5 
plan, the so-called fndiall or Persian 
model, thirteen Yates; MI'. Maxwell's 
plan, olle vote; Mr. Bourgeois' plan, 
twenty-ei~ht votes-making total of 
forty-nine votes cast. The chair an
nounced that by this informal ballot the 
majority of the "otes had been cast for 
Mr. Bourgeois' plan and that the situa
tion was now cleared for the formal nc
tion of the Convention. 

Upon motion, it was duly moved, see
onded and voted that the Convention 
now proceed to a fonnal ballot. Mr. 
Remey at this point voiced his hope that 

the Convention would rcgistel' an unan
imous yote for Mr. Bourgeois' plan. The 
motion to proceed to a. fonnul ballot 
was at this time unanimously carried. 

A discussion following as to the form 
in which this formal ballot should he 
taken, it was duly moved, seeond{'d aud 
carried, that the ballot take the form 
of a unanimous expression of the Con· 
\'cntion in favor of ~Ir. Bourgeois' plan. 
which ballot was duly recorded Hnd took 
effect liS the ununimous will of the Con
vention. Jenabi Fazel Mazantlarani 
chanted ill Persian the prayer of thanks-

• • glvmg. 
UPOll motion duly moved ond S(>e

onded the S(){'rctar,' of the Convention , . 
WIIS instructed to selld Il cnble to His 

Holiner,s, Abdul-Bahll, conw'ying the 
glad tidings of the unanimous selection 
of the Temple pIau aud that the details 
be speedily sent him for his IIppro"al 
aud instructions. This motion was unan
imously carried. 

Dr. Pauline Barton-Peeke, of Cle\'e· 
land, annolweed that the Clewlnnd As
s0mbly W88 the banner assembly of 
America in its contribution to the Mash
rekol-Azkar and that she had with li('r 
a collection of four hundl'ed ($400) dol
lOTS to start the contribution in the Con
vention this year. 

The chairman announced that til(' 
next business in accordance with the "ot(' 
of the morn.lng was the election of nn 
Exceutive Board of naho.i TCillplr 
Unity. Tt was moved and seconded that 
a nominating committee of nineteen be 
!lelected to brillg' in nine names for the 
Board. After diSCIlS.'lion the molion WIUI 

put and declared to be lost. It was now 
duly moved and sceonded that the Con
YEmtion procecd to votc by written bnl
lot for nine members of the Executive 
Board. This motion having beel) unan
imously carried, urt('r discussion as to 
the future plans of certain members of 
the present noard whether or not th<')' 
would be available for service in t.his 
country the coming year, the chairman 
IIppointcd Mr. :\leConuughy, Mrs. Deuth, 
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:'1[1'. O'Connor, Mr. Latimer ond ]'lrs. 
Hoagg as a committee to distribute, eol· 
leel IIlld count the ballots, and the Con
vention entered upon the work of hal
loting. The ballots having been collected, 
pending n report, )11'. Wilhelm read a 
Jetter from P. Y. Kawai which was at 
much interest. Upon motion duly made 
and seconded, it was voted that in the 
event a second ballot was necessary. fol
lowing the report of the ballot commit
tee, the Convention defer such ballot 
until the next morning session. 

]'Irs. Luther of Okanaga, Washington, 
delegate from that assembly, gave n !!tir
ring und beautiful spiritual talk COI1-

cerning the Buhai work in the nort.h
west. All Ielt the blessing oC listening 
to this sincere and radiant soul in her 
account of her spiritual experiences. 

Tbe ballot committee now announced 
its report a.'1 follows: The total number 
of ballots east were forty·nine; ).[r. 
Randall rcecived forty·six; Mr. Wilhelm 
received lorty; Mr. Lunt received forty; 
Mrs. True, 1hirtY-!lCven; Mrs. ~Iaxwell, 
th irt,y-one; l\f r. Jrills, Iwen Iy-fi ve; all 
others having rceeivcd a number of bal
lots less than a majority of the vot('s 
cast. The election of the persons named, 
six in all, waR declared by the chair to 
be complete, leaving three to be selected. 
'I'he minority ballots were east suhstan
tially as follows: Dr. Frederick E. 
D'Evelyn had twenty-three; C_ ).Iason 
Remey bad twenty-two; Albert R. Vail, 
eighteen; Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, fi£teen; 
Louis G. Gregory, twelve; Dr. Zia M. 
Bagdadi, Hooper IIarris and Albert R. 
Windust each had ci~ht; Henry Mc
Conaughy find Mrs. WandeYlle Deuth 
had scven; )Irs. Annic Parmcrtoll, Dr. 
Pauline Barton-Peeke and George Lut
imer had six i Urbain LeDoux, five; Mrs. 
Ella O. Cooper, Mrs. Mary TIanford 
Ford, Howard )IacNutt, Juliet Thomp
son Hlld Roy Williams, had four cacho 

The Convention adjourned to meet on 
Wednesday morning, April 28, 1920, at 
9,30 A. M. 

WEDKESDAY MORX1"O SESSIO" 
APRIL 28, 1920 

The Com-ention was called to order at 
9 :30 A.)r. Prayer was rcad by Mr. 
Bowman of Washington. It was sug
gestcd by one of the delegates that the 
Convention send u telegram of love and 
sympathy to Miss Martha Root who was 
with her sick father and unable to be 
present. 

After discussion as to how the Con
vention could best get before it the 
names of those most available and capa
ble to fill the remaining three places on 
the Executive Board, it was moved and 
flCconded that the names of the three 
fl'iends receiving the highest minority 
votes in the first ballot, be posted on a 
blackboard. It WWil moved to amend 
further, that the six highest minority 
names appearing on the first ballot be 
posted insteAd of three. This amend· 
ment having bCCD accepted, the chair 
called for a ballot to elect three of the 
six persons whose names were before the 
Convention, stating, further, thllt the 
delegates wcr<" of course, not bound to 
vote for any of the six, but that free
dom of Action was an essential. 

At this point, it was moved and sec
onded, that in future Conventions the 
secretary of the Coovention prepare 
typewritten copies of the names of all 
delegates to a Convention as soon as the 
credential committee's report had bC('1l 
accepted, for distribution among the 
delegates so that all might know the 
names of delegatefl and refer to the list 
for such action as might be lleeessar~'. 

~rr. Remey desired to withdraw his 
name from the six posted, owing to his 
expectation to leave shortly for Europe 
and the Holy LAnd. Dr. Bagdadi's 
name was also suggested to be with
drawn, as his stay in the IToly Land 
was indefinite. Mr. Gregory desired hifl 
!lome withdrawn owing to his general 
plans for teaching. It was then moved 
and seconded that the names of the dele
gates and alternates be read in the Con-
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vcntion, also tbose voted for the day 
before who were nol chosen and that 
the dclcb'1ltes present have the privi
lege of suggesting from the floor any 
additional names without stating per
sonal qualifications of any kind. It was 
then moved to amend by substituting 
three additional names to be suggested 
from the floor for the three names hith
erto drawn. Upon a submission to the 
COllvention, the amending motion was 
declared by the chair to be carried. It 
was suggested from the floor that the 
next three names, that is to say, the 
seventh, eighth and ninth names, on the 
minority list of the former ballot, be 
added to the other three Jlames now be
fore the Convention. This suggestion 
being brought into motion, was declared 
carried. 

The list for the consideration of the 
Convention now read: Dr. F. W. 
D'EvelYD, Albert R. Vail, Mirza Ahmad 
Sohrab, Albert R. Windust, flenry Mc
Conaughy and Mrs. "\Yandeyne Dentll. 
It was further moved that the names of 
some women delegates be added to the 
list. 'l'his motion being put to a vote 
wa~ declared carricd. 'I'he names of the 
following were thcn suggested from the 
floor: :Mrs. Louise Boyle, "i\[rs. \'latson, 
Dr. Pauline Barton-Peeke, "l\[rs Parsons, 
"1frs. Howard Struven, l\fiRs Juliet 
'rhompsoll, Mrs. Annie Parmerton, Mrs. 
Mariam ITaney and :Mr~. Elizabeth B. 
Nourse. 

Upon motion duly made and sec
onded, it was voted that the nomina
tions be closed. 

Mrs. Parmertou desired to have her 
name eliminated, as she expeeted to be 
traveling. 

'rhe Convention having voted to se
lect three from the list before them and 
the ballots having been takrn and pend
ing report on the same, the chair in
vited Jcnabi Fazel Mazandarani, who 
was present. to read to the Convention 
thc special Tablet he had brought to 

the friends from Abdul-Baha. Jenabi 
Fazel then read the Tablet with the ut
most fragrance and power. 

At this point, contributions for the 
Mashrekol-Azkar fund begun to pour 
in. Dr. Peeke of Cleveland announced 
that $30 of the $400 contributed from 
that assembly was from the children. 
Other contributions werc rapidly added 
as follows: 

Cleveland Assembly .......... $ 400.00 
Boston .Assembly ... . . . . . . . . . 130.00 
Baltimore Assembly ......... 155.00 
Denver Assembly ........... 10.00 
\Yorccster (Mass.) Assembly .. 1,011 .50 
The chairman announced that 

$27 had been giyen to Mrs. 
'I'rue .................... . 

Okanagan (Wash.) Assembly. 
Pledge for ................. . 
Buffalo As..<-lCmbly .•......... 
Mrs. Mills (now in N. Y.) ... . 
Lakeland (Fla.) Assembly .. . 
Denver Assembly, pledgc .... . 
Christmas savings of two of 

the Boyle children in Wash
ington, $100 Liberty bond. 

E. B. Boyle, two $50 J.ibcrty 
bonds ................... . 

A pledge from J Cl'!\cy Ci ty 
(Mary V. Moore!) ......... . 

)Ianhattsn Assembly ....... . 
l\fUSkC~Oll Assembly ........ . 
:1[1"s. Coles, Montreal ........ . 
Washington (D. C.) ..... ... . 
Clcyeland increased its cont1'i-

bution .................. . 
\Vashington increased its con-

tribution ................ . 
Utica (X Y.) .............. . 
Rahai .Tuniol·s in Washington. 
Toronto, Canada, brought by 

Mrs. Pomeroy ........... . 
Cortland, N. Y., Florence A. 

Cobb .................... . 
One of the most devoted ser-

vants in tJlis Cause ....... . 
Detroit ................... . 

27.00 
11.00 
25.00 

1,000.00 
5.00 

0- 00 -,. 
25.00 

100.00 

100.00 

50.00 
10.00 
15.00 

500.00 
231.69 

10.00 

11.00 

50.00 
5.00 

10.00 

10.00 

5,000.00 
10.50 
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Chicago . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
R.ockford .................. . 
Pledge from Beverly aud Sa.· 

lem, .Mass. . .............. . 
Pledge from yonkers ........ . 
Pledge from Detroit ......... . 
Washington Assembly .... . . . 
)Jew York Assembly raised its 

contribution ............. . 
Cincinnati Assembly ....... . 
One of the friends here ...... . 
Seattle, pledged ............ . 
A friend ....... ....... _ ... . 
Emily Moore .............. . 
St. Louis ~mbly (Mrs. Bar-

bee ) .................... . 
Mrs. Fowler ............... . 
Omaha .................... . 
Worcester eMs!!s.) ......... . 
'rhe Yonkers Juniors ........ . 
The Boston J llll.iors ..... _ . _ .. 
Two pledges from Minneapolis, 

$100 each ............... . 
A tiantic City ('l'his contribu

tion is in audition to $20.12 
which had already becn sent 
to )frs. True) ............ . 

Cleveland raised its contribu-
• tlon .................... . 

New York raised by pledge ... . 
New York, donation ......... . 
Washington Assembly, pledge. 
Atlantic City, through 0. friend 
Montreal raised its contribution 
)Iontrcal, pledged ......... . 
Boston, pledged ............ . 
Boston, another pledge ...... . 
California ..... ........... . 
Atlantic City .............. . 
Cincinnati ................. . 
l\Jontciair, N. J ............. . 
.A pledge of ................ . 
Washington, pledged ....... . 
Atlantic City .............. . 
From the Sardos or Alaska .. . 
Riverton Assembly, N. J., 

pledged ................. . 
Boston Assembly ........... . 
)[ontclair, N. J ............. . 
Southern California, pledged .. 

100.00 
1,000.00 

100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
10.00 

100.00 
11.00 
10.00 

200.00 
2.00 
5.00 

20.00 
62.00 
10.00 
15.00 
5.00 

20.00 

200.00 

89.02 

30.00 
10.00 

100.00 
100.00 
25.00 

200.00 
500.00 
100.00 
2:;.00 
50.00 
5.00 

20.00 
5.00 

100.00 
10.00 
1.00 
6.00 

10.00 
30.00 
5.00 

100.00 

Spokane, Wash., pledged. .... 50.00 
In arranging for the expense 

of the Rizwan Feast in New 
York contributions were re-
ceived in excess of $150, 
whieh was added to the 
~ew York contribution..... 150.00 

A New Jerseyile from Engle-
wood, N .• 1 ............... . 

Denver increased its pledg-e .. 
Prom a little girl blessed by 

Abdul-Baha. whell in Phila-
delphia .............. ... . 

$275 worth of photographs of 
Abdul-Baha ............. . 

Worcester increased its contri-
bution .................. . 

Boston .................... . 
A friend sent .......... . .... . 
\V ashington ............... . 
'Vorccster, Mass ............ . 
Washington, agai..u ......... . 
A quilt which Abdul-Baha 

used while in Chica.go .... . 
Another quilt .............. . 

5.00 
25.00 

5.00 

275.00 

5.00 
10.00 
5.00 
1.00 

10.00 
5.00 

The ballot committee reported as fol
lows, to tbe efYect that the ballots taken 
showed no one receiving a majority of 
the votes cast. There were fifty ballots 
cast, and the votes werc as follows: 
hIT. Vail 23 votes, Mrs. Qreenl('af 17, 
Mrs. Boyle 13, Dr. Peeke 13, Mrs. Par
sons 12, Ahmad Sobrab 11, Dr. D'Eve
lyn 10, Mr. Windllst 7, )frs. Struven 7, 
Mrs. naney 6, Mrs. ~ourse 5, Juliet 
Thompson 5, Mrs. }"ord 5, :'Ifr. Harris 5. 

It was thereupon moved, seconded 
and carried that the first nine names 
on thc list just presented, Mrs. Haney 
being substituted for Mrs. Pa.rsons who 
was not present, meet at once and agree 
upon three names to present to the 
Convention. )Iiss Thompson was ap· 
pointed by the chair to take Dr. Peeke's 
place in her absence. The committee so 
appointed retired for consultation. 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, 
it was voted that a committee be nomi
nated for tbe purpose of drafting a res-
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olution commemorating our departed 
friend, Joseph H. Hannen of Washing
ton. This motion was unanimously 
adopted by 8. rising vote. Urbain Le
DOllX and :.rrs. Josephine DeLagnel 
were appointed as this committee. 

lt was moved that a nominating com
mittee of nille be appointed to present 
a list (rom which to elect a teaching 
committee, in accordance with the plan 
adopted by the Convention at its 1919 
session. It having been pointed out 
that this nominating committe~, under 
the motion, would not be bound in any 
way as to the number of the teaching 
committeo it shall recommend to the 
COllvention, and also that the Dominat
ing committee should include some rec
ommendation as to the best mcans by 
which the Convention may handle the 
other matters mentioned in the book en· 
titled, The Divine Plan, which arc mat
ters associated but not necessarily iden· 
tical with the work of the teaching 
committee, the motion Wag put and de
clared carried. Mr. Randall now re· 
ported as Reeretary of the committee of 
nineteen, chosen last year as a teaching 
committee. 

The chair announced the name!! of 
the nominating committee just author
ized as follows: Mrs. Mabel S. Rice· 
WrIlY, Mrs. Emogene Hoagg, Mrs. Ellen 
Beecher, ?lIrs. Annie L. Parmertull, 
Louis O. Oregory, Albert R. Vail, Roy 
Williams, IIoward C. Ives, and Ahmad 
Sohrab. 

The chair further announced that the 
summary of donatiolls and pledges 
given during the morning was 8S fol
lows: Donations, $10,395.23, in cash i 
pledges, $2,030; photographs, etc., $275; 
making a total of $12,700.23. 

Tbe committee of consultation, with 
power to select the three remaining 
members of the Executive Board, re
ported through Albcrt R. Windust, 
chairman, the names of Albert R. Vail, 
Mrs. Louise D. Boylc and Dr. Frederick 

W. D'Evelyn as thc mcmbers selectcd. 
Upon motion duly made and scc· 

onded, it was voted that the secretary 
be instructed to cast oue ballot for the 
election of these three members of the 
Executive Board. Thc secretary all
nounced that he had cast one ballot for 
cach of the persons named, and they 
were declared duly elected. 

Upon motion duly made and sec
onded, it was voted to refer to the Ex
ecutive Board for decision, the impor
tant question of the exhibitiou and fn
ture disposition of the Temple model 
made by ),1('. Bourgeois and aecepted 
by the Convention. 

Upon motion duly made and sec
onded, the meeting adjourned to meet 
at 2:30 P. M. 

AFTERNOON SESSION 
The afternoon sC'ssion of the Conven· 

tion was opened with an announcement 
by the chair that further contributions 
to the fund of $10 from ~ew York City 
had been received. The chair then 
called upon Howard MacNutt of Brook· 
lyn to address the Convention. ~fr. 

MacNutt brought before the Convention 
the gist of the situation relativc to the 
publication of the addresses of Abdul
Baha given in the United Statels and 
Canada in 1912. He stated that nearly 
eight years had elapsed without these 
important discourses being given to the 
world in consistent and complete form, 
although the discourses given in Europe 
were published there before Abdul
Baha. left Europe. "Mr. ~IaeNutt stated 
that Abdul-Baha had instructed him to 
prepare the American addresses for 
final publication and that he had been 
at work for nearly four years, and that 
the addresses were now ready for the 
printer. He urged that some action be 
taken, for the immediatc publication of 
these valuable addresses. There are 
about 250,000 words and there would 
have to be four volumes witb a consid
erable expense attached for publication. 
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The chair called upon the treasurer 
of the Unity, Mr. Randall, to give his 
report at this time, which was done. 
The report shown in brief was 8S fol
low8: 

"That up to April 1st, 1920, wbich 
docs not include anything which came 
in since the month of April, 1920, we 
have-
United Stales treasury cer

tificates of indebtedness, 
which are short-time ma
turities maturing in a few 
years and paying 4% and 
4% r, .................. $110,000.00 

Another issue of United 
States certificates of in-
debtedness ............ _ 10,000,00 

Cash balance in the North-
ern Trust Company April 
1at, 1920 ..... _ . _ .. _ . . .. 20,173.72 

Liberty bonds received to 
date .... _ ........... _ . _ 28,050.00 

Liberty bonds received since 
.April lst, 1919, with last 
year's accumulated inter-
cst ................... . 5,600.00 

:Making a total now of 
practically (counting 

Liberty bonds as cash) .. $174,433.72 

So that with the $12,000 or $15,000 
raised here, we are very near to the 
$200,000. We hope there will be ROme 
more contributions to raise thr.e to 
$200,000. These books are turned over 
to the auditing conunittee." 

The treasurer brought to the atten· 
tion of the Convention in connection 
with his report, a pending question as 
to what should be done with referencc 
to the rcfunding of a. certain contribu
tioD previously made and now desired 
or nceded by the contributor. It hav
ing been hrought out that in a Tablet 
from Abdul -Baha dated January 23, 
]920, this mlltter was referred to the 

Convention, and certain legal consider
ations in connection therewith having 
been explained, it was moved, seconded 
and carried that the amount so contrib
uted, plus the interest, received by the 
Unity, be returned to the contributor; 
provided he is now ready to receive it, 
and the treasury is authorized to make 
this payment; provided, however, that 
it sufficiently appears that the legal 
questions involved are such as to give 
authority to the Convention to take 
this action. 

The chair announced the appointment 
of an auditing committee to go over 
the books of the treasurer, as follows: 
Edward D. Struven of Beverly, Mass., 
and :Mrs. Mabel S. Rice-Wray of De
troit, Mich. 

The status 01 the present Bahai Pub
lishing Society and the best means of 
expanding this work was now discussed 
by several of the delegates. It was 
moved, seconded and unanimously car
ried that the matter of publication of 
the American addresses of Abdul-Baha 
and the work of the Publishing Society 
to the end that the necessary financing 
may be done Rnd the addresses pub
lished, be referred to the Executive 
Board. 

The committee on the nomination of 
the teaching cOlDmittee reporting 
through :Mrs. TIoagg announced the fol
lowing nominations: 

"From the East: )fr. Randall, Mr. 
Mills, Mrs. Deuth. From the South: 
Mrs. Parsons, Mrs. Haney, Mrs. Lati
mer. From the Middle West: Dr. Dar
ton-Pecke, Mrs. Slater, Carl Scheffler. 
From the Western States: Mrs. Cooper, 
)Ofr. lIcConaughy, George Latimer. 
From Canada: :Mrs. Maxwell, :Mrs. 
Cole, and we put in Mrs. Rice· W ray 
as she is so near the border. Then there 
are four more to make up the nineteen. 
Roy Williams, Mr. rYeS, Mrs. French. 
Mr. MacNutt." 

It was duly moved and seconded that 
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the secretary be authorized to cast a 
ballot for each of the nineteen persons 
so nominated as the teaching commit
tee named by the Convention. ThL'! mo
tion was carried. 

:Mirzn Abmad Sohrab presented to the 
Convention the matter of the Persian
American Educational Society and its 
splendid work in Persia, cSJlceially in 
the Tar-bint school. TIe spoke of its need 
of rc-invigoration and reorganization, 
and that a Tablet from Abdul-Raha, 
which had just reached him, expressed 
the hope that the Tarbint school would 
recoh·c nssistanee from the American 
friends. )'fin,.(l Sohrab hoped that the 
Convention would be able to take some 
nction on. this important matter. He 
spoke of the great sacrifice of many of 
the eastcrn nahais to send contributions 
to the ~Iashrekol-Azkar here, uDd re
ferred to the great benefit which would 
come from this reciprocation from us 
with reference to the support of the Tar
biat school. It was announced by Mrs. 
Boyle thut there are fifty-eight scholar
ships ill good standing which have been 
kept up. It was understood that any 
specilll funds so contributed arc to be 
Bent to Persia in the name of Ollr dellt 
brother Joseph TI. Hannen through Mr. 
Wilhelm. 

Upon motion duly made and sec
onded, it was voted to refer all matters 
connf'cted with the passing upon arti
cles, books and writings concerncd in the 
CalL'*' not specificaiJy exempted by thc 
Tablets, to the Exccutive Board in ac
cordance with a Tablet to )1iss Jean 
MllSSOn on this subject, dated July 22, 
1919. 

The COnllnittee which had been ap
pointed to prepare the resolutions on 
the departure of our dear brother and 
friend )fr. nannen, reported as follows, 
through !Mrs. 'Yalsen. Urs. Watson 
said in part: "I would like to pay n 
little tribute personally to that beloved 
saint who has ascended to the Supreme 
Concourse. I knew him for nineteen 
years; he was indeed a faithful servant; 

one who brought sunshine and joy into 
every meeting, a.nd I ean sca.rt'eiy put 
into words und express the grid now, 
in these day!>, when we miss him; but 
Bahais submit, and with radiant joy ac
cept whatsoever IIe wills." This is the 
resolution: 

"The Twelfth Bnhai Congress, ill 
Com·ention Il8SCmbled, offers the follow
ing resolution: 

"Whereas, our beloved brother, Jo
seph IT. Hunnen, has llSecnded to tIle 
Supreme Concourse, aud is therefore 
freed from this 'earthly furlHlce of mor
tality; • 

"And Whereas, llc was a faithful scr
"unt of Abdul-Baha, finn in tIle Center 
of the Covenant, und untiring in his ef
forts for the Canse of RAHA'O'LL.\H, 

" It Is n ereby Resolved that all the 
friends of God offcr praise and gratitude 
to the threshold of Almighty God, and 
beseech for the family and friends of 
tilis free soul, consolation, assistance, 
guidance and enlightenment. )Iuy they, 
in this calamity, realize the providence 
of God." 

Upon motion duly mude and seconded, 
this resolution was unanimously adopted. 

Mr. narris stated to the Convcntion 
thut a telegram hud just come that )li'>S 

Funnie Knobloch hud passed the crisis 
and was out of danger. The Convcntion 
paused in its work for a few moments 
of silcnt prayer in gratitude to God for 
tlris di\'ioc assiswnoo to this blessed 
maid-servant. 

Mr. ::'IlacNutt explained to the Con· 
vention the situation in connection with 
the voice-record made by Abdul-Raha 
while in the United State!'l, saying that 
he, Mr. )lacNntt, had endeavored since 
1912 to persuade thc Columbia GrapllO
phone Compllny to sell tllc matrix of this 
record, but without /;uecess so far. He 
UM?cd the Com-ention to appoint a com
mittee to take this matter up to gee if 
this valuable mastcr-reeord of tllC voice 
of Abdul-Baha could not be pcrman
cntly secured and protected for futul"(! 
generations. ~Ir. MacNutt furthcr spoke 
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of the moving-picture film, that is to 
say, the master-negative from which the 
films of Abdul-Baha, with wbich the 
friends are familiar, were copied. TIe 
told about the circumstances undH 
which this wonderful film was taken 
and urged the Convention likewise to 
take some action to secure possession 
and continuous ownership and control 
of this original negative. He said: 
"Consider what it means to those who 
had no opportunity whatever of seeing 
or h('aring A bdul-fiaha. 'l'hcy will be 
able to hear hi~ beloved voice and sec 
his wonderful face on the screen and 
hear tbe voice record. TJlis is for pos
terity und not for us. I lenvo this ques
tion before the Convention. I have long 
waited for un opportunity of putting' 
it before an authoritative committee or 
body of the Rahai Cause." 

Upon motion duly made Rnd SC('

onded, it was voted that Mr. ::'!IaeKutt 
act as chairman of tbe committee to 
take up both of these matters, and to 
have power to incrcase the c()lllmittee by 
adding thereto in his discretion. 

Mr. Mae.'lutt concluded, asking that 
the friends so far liS possible co-operate 
with him and Mrs. MacNutt to perpet. 
uate their house in Brooklyn M 8 Ba· 
hai homc 8S a memorial to the Bahai 
Cause, This was the sccne of the mo.. 
tion,picture and Abdul·Baha has writ· 
ten Tablets concerning this home and 
its perpetuation. 

The chair anlloullced that many im· 
portant questions still to be taken up 
would be impossible of deciJ!ion at this 
session, suggested another scflSion of the 
Convention tomorrow, Thursday morn· 
• mg. 

The auditing committee, reporting ou 
the books of the trensurer, complimented 
thr manner in which they were kept, and 
upon motion duly made and seconded, 
the report of the aud.iting committee was 
accepted. 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, 
it was voted that the Convention recess 

until tomorrow, Thursday morniu,:!, at 
9' o'clock in the Dahai Library, 415 Mud· 
ison Avenue, New York City, 

A further contribution of $10 was nn· 
nounced to the Masbrekol·Azkar fund. 

The Convention then informally ad
jounled to attcnd the wedding reremon:.' 
of Mlzra Ahmad 80hmb and Miss Juall
ita Storch whieh took place in the large 
auditoriwn in a nother part o[ the build-
• mg. 

THURSDAY MORNING SESSION 
APRIL 29, 1920 

The Conycntion was call cd to order 
at 9 o'clock A. M. at 415 Madison Ave
nuc. Alfred E. Lunt in the chair, 
Clmirman Mills being detained. The 
Convention united in singing "Softly 
His Voice Is Calling Now." 

After supplication for guidance, the 
chair stated that we were favored this 
morning with the attendance of .JeDabi 
Fazel Mazandarani and 1Tanuchnr Khan 
who had instructions for Ih(' Spiritual 
Assemblies of the country; the Convt>n· 
tion being ideally such a Spiritual As
sembly, and dt'~red to henr from these 
brothers concerning any important mat· 
ters they had in mind. 

Jenabi Fazel replying, mentioned tbe 
Masbrekol-Azkar and its importance, 
saying "we have been reading about 
the Mashrekol·Azkar in Americn and 
this news has been echoing throughout 
the world, and all the Bahais in the 
world are praying most Bnxiously to SC() 

the result." He spoke of the command 
of BAllA 'O'LLAll concerning building' 
Mashrckol-Azkars in every eenler Rnd 
of the wish of Abdul-Balla that the 
Masbrekol·Azkar should be as imposing 
a structure and cdifice as it is possible 
to make it. For the people would be 
therefore attracted and .. if they do not 
see the material temple they will not be 
infonned about the spiritual temple." 

Jenabi Fazel spoke of the importance 
of the teaching work, and of how teach· 
ing was carried on in Persia, 
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For instance, the Bahais elect n Spir
itual AMSCmbly (llou.IIe of Spirituality) 
who have many sub-committees. One 
of these committees is the committee on 
teaching who elect teachers and the 
tcachers in turn make a report to their 
committee as to their doiugli and activi
ties. Qne of the teachers is sent to each 
ODe of the meetings held in different 
parts of the city, who gives the princi
pal talk. After this there lirc other 
rncetiugtl which are called "encourag
ing meetings" for those who are partly 
convinced. Fuller information is given 
them and everything possible done for 
tbem. 

The Spiritul.Il Assembly (House of 
Spirituality), performs many things and 
has great responsibilities. One of its 
respoD!'Iibilities is to keep the Bahais in 
unity and remove all causes of differ
ence and dissension in !I. meenng. If 
a teacher is traveling and comes to an
other town the committee of teachers 
there has a plan to arrnnge for him ns 
they are better informed about the con
dition'! in tbat town than one who <'om('!' 
from till' O11tsidc. Jel1abi Fazel ex
pressed the hope that if such commit
tees could be organized in America it 
would be very beneficial. ne hoped that 
before long such committees would be 
organized everywhere. This would 
greatly a..qsist the traveling teachers. 

The Convention entercd into consulta
tion concerning the best means of assL .. t
ing the newly appointed national teach
ing committee. The question of litera
ture for distribution at such meetings 
was brought up and the crying Ileed of 
this manifested. Mrs. IIoagg spoke on 
this subject and suggested that if eacb 
of the friends would donnte olle dollar 
a month to the teaching fund it would 
be of the utmost Assistance. 

The chair inquircd if Jenabi Fazel 
would prcscnt to the Convention the real 
qualifications intended by the term 
"Spiritual Assembly" or "House of 
Spirituality." Jenabi Fazel answering, 
said that the House of Spirituality is 

the same as the Spiritual AS'>embly or 
the Spiritual Meeting. Members of this 
Meeting or House are elected by the 
Bahais, that is to say, by a majority. 
These are elected {rom amon$' the 
friends themselves in this manner: All 
the Rahuis by preliminary election elect 
a number of people from their own num
ber, then those who have been so elected 
meet to ehoosc from their number a 
nouse of Spirituality. The friends who 
are placed upon the IIousc of Spiritual
ity must be firm and well known in their 
steadfastnCl>S. They must be sincerc and 
Well known to the others. Having been 
elected, the H ouse has the responsibil. 
ity of carrying on the different activi
ties concerning which Jenabi Fazl'l had 
just outlined. The subject ut the teach
ing mcctings is chosen before hand and 
the teacher sent there speaks on that 
subject. 'fhe teacher: reports to the 
teaching committee and the eommitt.ee 
reports to the House of Spirituality. 
This House should have all the control 
in its hands and should hold consulta
tion at least once a week. It is very im
portant that the friends consult in (lr
dcr to bring about the best decision. 
The members of the ITouse of Spir
ituality must be sincere and firm. This 
is more important than anything clse 
because it is the center of the Cause. 
The centCr should be clear and puri. 
fied. It should be like a source that all 
the strenm.s spring from. 1f it if! not 
clear how can the streams be clead It 
must be light. If there is any darkness 
in it it will be of no nse. Each mcm
ber should have 110 will but the will of 
God. TIe must not be tenacious and 
persist in his own op inion. If some
body hos a better opinion he should 
change his opinion at once. "Wnat aim 
do we hove save servitudef" Jenabi 
)."'azel emphasized the important faet 
that the preliminary committee selected 
to choose the House of Spirituality must 
be larger than the House it is to 
ehoose and that this preliminary commit· 
tee must choose the House of Spiritual-
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ity from out of its own members. [Sec 
pages 155 to 158 for detailed report of 
this tulk.- Editors. ] 

The Executive Donrd being obliged 
to meet at this time, George O. Latimer 
was asked to serve as chairman. 

Mrs. Parsons brought out a point ob
served by her when ill Haifa, suggest. 
ing that many individuals in each as
sembly in America write the same qul'S
tions to naiia and if each is answered 
it means duplicating the same allswer 
to many. One of the Oriental friends 
at the holy household suggested to :'III'S. 
Parsons that if the friends from ellch 
assembly would meet together concern
ing these general questions and com
bine them in a supplication .from sueil 
assembly, it would be of much as.qistanct!. 
This she said did not concerll the per
sonal matters about which mnny write 
and is not intended to interfere with 
personal supplications and persona l 
answers to each one. Mrs. Pnn;ons also 
expressed the belief thnt if these gen
eral questions were made as brief us po .... -
sible it would avoid errors in condens
ing the letters by translator!! over thel'C 
and where possible it would be weB to 
have them typewritten, in Ule interest 
of clear expression. She said " 1 hflve 
ncve r SCCn people work in my life a'l 
these translators do, from dawn until 
lutf' in the night and their work iM really 
colossal, as we aU know." 

Mr. Windust gave a comprehensive 
st.atement about the STAR OF THE 'VEST, 
especially with reference to the utter-
11Ilec of Abdul-Baha about it, published 
in 7'hr Divine Plan. He read an extract 
from a Tablet revealed slllce The lJivine 
Purn was published, dated June 4, 1919, 
to IIarlall F. Ober [while he was prcs
idf'nt of the Rahai Temple Unity]. as 
follows: 

"Concerning the ST.\R OF TilE 'Vr.ST, 
the orgall must be so promnl~ated in 
America and Persia that at least its 
necessary expenses may he provided. 
UPOIl this point a letter shall be written 
to Persia." 

lle also read a further Tablet re
vealed June 27, 1919, to the Dahais of 
Persia which we reproduce in full: 

"To the members of the Spiritual Com
mittee, 'l'eherall - UPOIl them be 
DAHA 'O'LLAIl EI-Abha J 

He Is God! 

o friends of God 1 

The magazine of the STAR OF THE 
WEST. notwithsl,anding great diffieultie!l 
during the days of the war, has contin
ued until these daylS of qu ietness and 
tranquillity which have come. Althongh 
it had been eut off entirely from Persia, 
yet it managed to sustain its existence. 
'l'herefol'e financial hardships oLtained. 

But now that war has ended in pCje!'. 
there must be given regularity to the 
STAR m' THE \\'EST, so that it may cir
culate throughout the East and the West. 
And this is conditioned. upon the in
crease in number of the subSCribers. 
Therefore the friends in all the prov
inces of P('rsin must subscribe to this 
blessed mutter. Strive J·e in the pro
mUlgation of this growing magazine only 
for service to the Cause of God, in oriler 
that it may become the means of th e 
stimulation of its edit.ors and for the 
best regularity of the institution. 

Likewise, if possible, some of the 
friends may subscribe to the newspal)er 
Chehreh Nema in Egy-pt and pay the 
subscriptions in advauee. 

Upon ye be El·Baha.el-Abha! 

(Signed ) AllDUl..-BAl:fA ABBAS." 

It is evident that olle purpose at 
least of the!!C Tablet.'l, is that the friends 
should rally to the support of the STAR 
O~, THE WEST in the way of subscrip
tions to a degree never before realizeil. 
Let each one of the friends in .America 
take this to heart. 

Mr. Windust procC<lded, reading ex
tracts from Tablets re<'elltly received by 
himself and )lis'l Buikema, dated July 
20th and 29th, 1919, respectively, as 
follows: 
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("The STAR OF TilE "'"EST must, at 
present, be written both in English und 
Persian. Mis5 Gertrude Buikema is 
indeed serving the STAR. We hope that 
with hi~ honor Dr. Zill Bagdadi-Upon 
him be the Baha-BI-Abha !-ye may be 
both assisted in remarkable services. 
Your efforts are evident and wen known 
in the sight of Abdul-Baha. I pray God 
that, under all conditions, yc may be 
assisted lind confirmed. As to the edi
torship of the STAR OF TIlt; "TEST, what
ever ye deem advisable is accepted by 
Abdul-Buha. " 

"At present both of you must, ru; ye 
have been doing in the past, endeavor 
for the arrangement and the publica
tion of the STAR O~· TUE WE.<;T. How
ever, the means of subsistence are neces
sary for both of you and yc cannot con
centrate your time in tbis matter. Serve, 
therefore, IU! much as it is possible, the 
STAR OF' TDE "'fflT, and in order to 
secure the means of livelihood, do not 
abandon your own occupations. ,Vhen 
the STAR OP THE 'VEST will be so widely 
published as to insure your necessary 
expenses, then if ye ahandon your oc· 
cupation and concentratc upon the 
STAR, it will be preferable. But at 
present ye are forced to engage in yOllr 
occupation tbat thc means of livelihood 
may be secured. 

"As I have no timc, I have writtcn 
thee in brief. Whatever question comes 
up, submit it to the Editorial Staff 
Committee for discussion and consider· 
ation and then hold to what ye deem ad· 
visable and suitable. "] 

Mr. 'Vindust went on to say that the 
instructions to the Persians brought im
mediate fruit, as always, and that a 
shol't time a~o the STAR received neon· 
tribution from Teheran. He spoke of 
a remarkable spiritual incident which 
has occurred in the affairs of the print
ing office in which he, Mr. Windust, is 
a partner, which he bclieves will enable 
him to give more attention to the STAR 

OF TilE 'VEST than previously. He de· 
scribed most beautifully the ideals of 

the editors of the STAR in the following 
words : 

"Wo Bahais know that Paradise for 
us is the Face of God. raradise is not 
a room or a picture or a creed, or a. eel" 
tain state of mind or anything of that 
kind. We know Ulat the ultimate goal 
is to come into the Presence of the 1\lau· 
ifestation of God. We know the people 
of the past have been looking forward to 
the appearance of llAHA 'O'LL.\H, for IIe 
is the Olle whom the people of the 8n· 

cient and modern times have bccn se~k
iug. The journeys of the people or the 
past lead to the presence of ITis Holy 
Face. R is Bles.<;ed Face is the goal of 
t he lovers. As IT e has been the goal of 
the lovers since the beginning of historic 
time, so will He be the goal of future 
people for a thousand or thousands of 
years. The peo})le of the future will 
look backward to His time. Every 
mo,'emcnt, every word of llis IJolincss, 
B.\DA'O'LLAII'S wondrous life and of Ilis 
son's blessed life-Ris JToliness, Abdul· 
Baha, the Center of the Covenant-and 
of every one of the holy souls with him 
together with the activities of the 
friends during this time, will be the 
most precious things of humanity for a 
thousand or tbollsands of ;years to come. 
The spotlight of history is directed to 
this time. Remember what AIl'S. Cham· 
berlain said Mirza Abul Fazl's answer 
was to her question, 'What is the great. 
est thing in the Buhai teachings" I\utl 
he said, 'The appreciation of this timp.' 

"'Vhen the curtain comes down on 
the last word and action of JTis Holiness, 
Abdul.Daha, upon this plaJl(~, the great 
drama of the ages IViU have been elowd. 
There has been the prologuc, there will 
be the epilogue, but the great Third Act 
of the mighty drama of the Bab, HAllA'· 

O'l.l,.\H alld Abdul· Baha will have endrd. 
And it is evident that the people of the 
future will seal'rh out every dctnil, 1I0t 
onl\' in eonncetion with the 13llhai Cll\lSe, • 
but everv other aciivitY-scientific, lit· • • 

erary, rtc.--cvf'rything that has hap· 
pened at this time. 
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";..JOW, what is the point ! It is this; 
The 'Vards and deeds or the Bab, 
BAIIA'O'Ll",\1I nnel Abdul-Baha are tho 

JOost. vital. The 'l'ablcts of Abdlll-Buhn 
a l'C the most \'uluablc words uttered in 
the world today. There is nothing more 
valuable today than the words of ~"'bdul
Buha, and these words have been com
ing to yon and to me in talks, addresses 
Rud 'l'ablets and they are being printed 
in the STAR O~' Tm; '"VEST, and thus dis
tributed in permanent forlll. '1'he STAK 
U~' TIn: 'VC:~T, through the confirmation 
of God, has also been the depository of 
the de\'elopment of the Cause in the 

• 
WC!)t. Abdul-Baha says, 'It is a clear 
mirror of the events and happenings in 
the Cause.' But most importnllt of all, 
Abdul-Baha's words, together with pho
togrdphs of him are being pre!WrvC'd. 
And these issues of the STAR when 
bound in book form arc the very books 
the people of the future will search auJ 
research. 

"Another illustration: The redwood 
trees of California, if we examine them 
closely, reveal that many Ilre thousanus 
of years old j that is, if we count the 
rings inward until we find tile cerlter 
ring, we can tell how mllny years old 
they arc. That center ring is the de
posit of the first period of growth o{ 
that tree. 'l'he STAR Of' TnE 'WEST, if 
yOll will permit this illustl'ation, pl'e· 
!~er\'cs the tirst period of the growth of 
the Ballai Cause on the North Aml'r
iean continent. 1'\0 matlt'r how many 
rings of enlarp:cmellt or gro\\"th in th,. 
{uture---which Abdul·Baha desires it 
to hltye---Wl' will still find this ecnt<'l' 
1'ing the tree has grown during the 
time Abdul-Baha was upon the earth. 
till' most prl.'eiOllS of all. Some pro· 

}lIe S8~' it is narrow, it is limit('(l. 
It is. The enlnr~cment comes natllrflll~', 
~radually. Abdul.Baha said in his in· 
structions in Tlte Dit-oint Plan, that till' 
contents should gather 'little by little 
nronnd these general TabletR.' We arc 
limited liS to space. 'Ve have but 1L 

Cew pnges nO\\' ,-the cost of production 

limits us to that-yet we are depo!>iting 
tile most vital things in permanent 
fOl'ln, in our opinion, and we believe 
that the future \\ill show it to be so." 

Mrs. Parsons mentioned the earnest 
request of many of the English friends 
85 to whether the Ralllli Publishing So· 
dety could not provide more of the 
book.. .. for use in England, 80 that they 
would be uvaililble at n. cheaper price, 
binding SOIJlC of the books in paper coy· 
ers. She felt that this would be of ul· 
mogt assistance in spn'ading the Cause 
in England. 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, 
it was Yoied that the secretary issue ag 
soon as possible the business minutes 
and proceedings of the COllvention in· 
cluding the eon'ltitution lind by-laws of 
the Bahai Temple Unity {or distribution 
to all parts of the country. The E:o;;('cu· 
tiye Board having completed its s('s
sion reported the election of the foliow· 
ing officers of the Unity: 

~rr. 1\1ountCort Mills, President. 
Dr. Frederick 'V. D'F:\'clyn, Yi('e· 

President. 
Mr. William IT. R andall, Treasul"t.'r. 
Mrs. Corinne 'l'rue, Finan('ial Spel·e· 

tary. 
Mr. Alfred E. J.Junt, Sceretary. 
Upon motion duly l11nde and sec· 

onded, it WIiS ,'oted that the legal rilti· 
ficatiOIl meeting of the Unity, conform· 
ing to the Ilnnual mectin'g, required by 
the laws of TIlinois. be held in the city 
of Chicllgo, Saturday, )fllY 22<.1, 1920, 
at 10 .A.. M., at 5338 Kl'nmore A venue. 

The matter of ex('lu.~ion of delegates 
representing more thah one BlIsemhly 
(rom voting participation in the Con
vention was agnin brou~ht up. It was 
pointed out that a1thou~h this action 
was lnrgl'ly nsked for in ,'iew of the 
importnnee of voting on the Temple 
plnns at this Convention. that not.with
stnnding this. through the diYine COll ' 

firmation'! nnd the faith and splendid 
spirit of the delegatcs, the action on the 
plans became ultimately unanimolls 8C' 
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tion. It was also stated that so far as 
the vote of this Convention attempted 
to bind future Conventions to the same 
effect, i. e., that delegates notwith
standing their holding official creden
tials from more than one assembly, 
should have but one vote in the Con
vention, that this could not have the 
desired effect a!'l future Conventions 
could only be held in conformity with a 
by-law duly passcd in accordance with 
the constitution and by-laws of the 
'{;nity. This has not been done. It was 
suggested, therefore, tllllt before the 
next Convention the assemblies should 
take action on this important question 
which should result in initiating a by
law for consideration and aetion by the 
next Convention or by the assemblies 
which would seUle this (IUestion. 

Thc Convention entered into consul
tation cOllcerning this question, and 
upon motion duly made and seconded, 
it was \'oted that the Executive Board 
be directed to formulate a by-law on 
the subject matter of the representation 
of delegates and alternates in the annual 
Convention from Ihe sevol·al assemblies, 
and as to whether one delegate may rep
resent more than one assembly, and that 
notice be given, with copy of sueh by
law, by mail to each assembly season
ably, as provided under article 9 of the 
constitution, ao that action on this mat
ter shall be had prior to the election of 
delegates to the next annual Conven
tion. 

Upou motion duly made and sec
onded, it was unanimously voted that 
the Convention hereby record its thanks 
and appreciation to the Engineering 
Societies of New York for their great 
courtesies extcilded during the period 
of the Convention and Congress. 

Upon motion duly made and sec
onded, it was voted that the secretary 
issue to eacb of the architects who have 
filed plans and designs of the Temple 
with the Unity, an expression of grati-

tude for their loyal service to the Cause 
and the :lfashrekol-,Azkar in preparing 
and submitting these invaluable plans. 

Upon motion duly made and sec
onded, it was voted to send a telegram 
to the friends at Buenos Ayres respond
ing to their beautiful exprermion to the 
Convention, and also telegram of sym
pathy to Miss :llartha Root for her 
father who is so ill, and that Mr. Wil
helm perform this service. 

Cpon motion duly made and sec
onded, it was voted that a Jetter of 
greeting be sent to Mts. Helen S. 
Goodall of San Francisco, expressing 
the hope of the Convention for hrr re
covery from illness, this letter to be 8Cnt 
through Mrs. Emogene Hongg. 

The chairman called the co-operation 
and interest of the friends to the follow
iug matters which they had been unable 
10 reach in the discussions of the Con
vention: 

Bahai Library, in New York city, 
Mrs. Deuth; Unity ITonse in Boston, 
Mrs. Randall; Fellowship Press, New 
York city, Mrs. Chamberlain; Bahai 
Publishing Society, Chicago, Miss 
Lesch; Bahai restaurant, New York 
city. Mrs. Lebmann; social service on 
the East Side, New York city. :llr. Le
Doux i tIle progress of Esperan10 
throllghout the yeaT was to be de
scribed to us by ::Hr. )lorton, and it was 
understood that these matters would be 
taken up by the friends mentioned as to 
each activity, at 3 o'clock 1). M., at 415 
:Madison Avenue, in informnl consulta
tion. 

Jenabi Fazel l\Ia;r;andlitani having 
chanted a prayer in Persian, upon mo
tion duly madc and seconded it was 
voted to adjourn sine die. 

Allaho 'Abha! 
Alfred E. Llwt, 

Seeretary of the Convention. 
[A true copy of the Minutes of the Con

yention held in ~ew York City, 
1920.] 

Attest: Alfred B. LUllt, Secr~tllry. 
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The Foundation of the T emple 

T HE Convention in New York chose 
Mr. Louis Bourgeois' model for 

the Temple. The Unity Board has been 
meeting in New York, Oreen Acre, Chi
cago, to make plnns for the immediate 
laying of the (onndntion. After their 
first meeting in New York, Aug. 4, they 
cabled Abdul-Baha that they had de
cided on plans and cost and were pro
ceeding to lay the foundations. He ca
bled: "Your news imparted grent joy. 
Assuredly friends exercise gNlntest ef
fort in this service." 

The plans chosen provide for an edi
fice 153 fect in diameter, costing approx
imately $1 ,500,000, which will tower in 
surpassing brightness and beauty from 
the circular gardens by the Sheridan 
noad on the shore of Lake Michigan at 
the heart of the American continent. Mr. 
Bourgeois has spent a number of weeks 
in Chicago making plans and conduct
ing the borings. The nine great pillars 
of the Temple will rest on concrete 
caissons which will go down to solid rock. 
'l'he borings show the rock is over a hun
dred feet below the surfacc. The work 
011 the great concrete foundations will 
begin with the coming of the spring, 
that symbol of "the Springtime of His 
Holiness, the Eternal One" now break. 
ing" upon the radiant centnry of which 
this Temple is 80 glorious a manifesta
tion. 

The nced now is for a flood of contribu
tionI' from all over America and the 
world so that the work oncc started shall 
never pau!le for funds. Each gift will 
be olle of the stones of love which will 
lay a foundation of the onenes.<\ of man
kind. Thus men shall see with their own 

eyes that all nations and religions have 
built and entered the Temple of Unity. 

Albert Vail. 

LETTER FROM THE BAHAI 
TEMPLE UNITY 

"Now the day has arrived in which 
the edifice of God, the divine sanctuary, 
the spiritual Temple, shall be erected 
in America. "-ABDUL-BABA. 

Beloved friends of the Covenant: 
During the past summer important 

Tablets were received by the friends of 
God in America indicating the accep
tance by Abdul·Buba of the Bourgeois 
model of the Mashrekol-Azkar, which 
was unanimously selected by the dele
gates to the annual convention in Aprit 
A meeting of the executive board of the 
Bahai Temple Unity wns therefore called 
in ~ew York City on August 4th, 19'20, 
and after due deliberation and thorough 
consultation with :Mr. Bourgeois and Mr. 
E. R. Boyle, as consulting engineer, thc 
following cablegram was forwarded to 
Haifa: 

"Understanding recent Tablets ap
prove Bourgeois design, have adopted 
model reduced, preserving original 
beauty, estimated cost million and half. 
Proceeding construct foundation and 
increase fund. Supplicate divine as
sistance. EXECGTIVE BOARD. " 

Abdul-Baha's reply waS duly re
ceived: "Yonr news imparted great 
joy. Assuredly friends exercise greatest 
effort in this service. AnnAS. ,. 

On September 17th, 18th, 19th and 
20th the Temple Unity board held a 
series of memorable meetings in Chi
cago, when the initial steps were taken 

• 
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MASHREKOL-AZKAR GROUNDS, SEPTEMBER:3, 1920 

toward building the first Mashrekol
Azkar of America. All the members 
were present except Dr. D'E"ciyu of 
California and Mrs. 'Maxwell of Can
ads, and the important work was for
mally undertaken of consulting experts 
and making contracts for the actual 
laying of the foundation, which will be 
commenced with the opening of spring. 

The first problem which greeted our 
arrivnl in Chicago was a propOSE'd 
cbange in the curve of the roadway 
which runs througb the Temple prop
erty, dividing the narrow Jake-front 
strip from the larger area or site for 
the Temple. The change as proposed 
would greatly reduce the area of the 
larger section, and after a careful sur
vey of the grounds by the board a meet
ing was arranged with the citizens' com
mittee of Wilmette. This meeting and 
subsequent consultation resulted in a 
complete change of their plan to our 
advantage, clearly fulfilling the words 
of His Holiness, Abdul-Baha, at the dedi· 
cation of the grounds on May 1, 19]2, 
when he said: "Endeavor to havc the 
grounds circular in shape. U possible 

even exchange certain parts in order to 
have a circular piecc." 

Mr. Bourgeois had been in Chicago 
some time prior to these meetings and 
adequate surveys of the land had been 
madc. In consultation with Mr. Dour
geois an approximate center for the 
Temple location was selected, and a 
contract was perfected with the engi
neering concern who will proceed at 
once with the making of borings to de
termine the substrata of thc Temple site 
and reach rock foundation. 

:Mr. Allen McDaniel, who is engaged 
in important engineering work for the 
United States Govcrnment at Camp Dix, 
near New York City, was named as the 
engineer to prepare the structural 
drawings of the Temple foundations, in 
consultation with Mr. E. R. Boyle, pres
ident of the Boyle-Robertson Construc
tion Company of Washington, D. C. 

Arrangements were made for the re
moval of all trees on the Tcmple site 
with a view to ultimate leveling and 
grading; also for the prescrvation of 
the wire fence enclosing the property 
by a. coat of paint. 
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BEGINNING FIRST BORING-FRlENDS HOLDING SOIL IN HANDS 

Plans were made for an early meeting 
in New York City for consultation with 
architect and engineers in order to 
lipeedily advance the preliminary work 
of preparing drawings, selecting mate
rials, etc. 

It is the earnest desire of the Unity 
Board to share with the friends through
out the Cause from time to time any 
definite news as to the progress of the 
Temple work, and with this end in view 
action was taken at one of the meetings 
inviting the two delegates to the annual 
convention and the secretary of the local 
assembly in each Bahai community to 
become a special Mashrckol-Azkar com
mittee, with whom the board may cor
respond and who will actively promote 
the Temple program. 

It is therefore the fervent hope and 
urgent request of the Unity Board that 
mch local Mashrekol·Azkar committees 
shall undertake at once, in coOperati.on 
with their respective assemblies and ex· 
isting committees, a vigorous campaign 
in behalf of the Temple fund. Abdul
Baha has said that voluntary contribu
tions from the public may be received. 

Thc Treasurer's report of August 1, 
1920, shows the amount of the fund on 
that date to be $185,773.09. A little 
later, at Green Acre, a special l\Iashre
kol-Azkar meeting was arranged at 
which our beloved teacher Jenabe Fazel 
spoke, and $5,000 was subscribcd to the 
Templc fund. During the short time 
since the selection of the design at the 
Convention the fund had been increa.qed 
in all by about $25,000. 

The most important magazines and 
newspapers of the entire country have 
featured the Tcmple during the past 
months, notably the Architectural Rec
ord for June and the Literary Digest 
during August. Other articles will soon 
appear. The large plll8ter model of the 
Temple exhibited at thc convention last 
April was on exhibition in New York 
City during the summer and has been 
viewed by thousands. Plans are under 
way for exhibiting the model in Ohi
cago in a very promincnt location, of 
which full information will be commu
nicated at an early date. A plan was 
adopted by the board for printing and 
distributing colored photographs of the 
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MashN!kol. Azka r design, and word will 
be sent to the local Temple committees 
ns soon as these nro available. Motion 
pictures may be used as a means of 
bringing the Temple before the people. 

In brief, the friends have but to eap
ture the psychology of the moment in 
order to bring into touch with this most 
stirring enterprise entirely Dew forces
souls not yet idelltified with tbe Cause, 
perhops, but progressive thinkers who 
are ready for the vision we have to offer 
and eager to lend their support to such 
an effort-the erection of the First Uni. 
versal House of Worship of the New 
World. 

"The people shall hasten to worship 
in that heavenly Temple, the fragrancc(.l 
of God will be elevated, the divine teach· 
ings will be established in the hearts." 

" From it the praise of God shall 
ascend to the Kingdom of Mystery and 
the tumult of His exaltation and greet· 
ing shall be heard from the whole 
world. " 

"Whosoever arises for the service of 
this building shall be assisted with great 
power from His Supreme Kingdom and 
upon him spiritual and heavenly bless· 
ings shan deSCend which shall fill his 
heart with wonderful consolation and 
enlighten his eyes by beholding the 
Glorious and Eternal God." 

"0 God! 0 God! Verily I implore 
Thee with throbbing heart and stream· 
ing tears to aid every onc who elldcav. 

OrB for the ereetion of this edifice, in 
the building of a house wherein Thy 
Name is mentioned every morn Hnd eve. 

"0 Lord! Send down Thy benedic· 
tion upon whomsoever serves this edifice 
and endeavors in its uprising among 
sects and religions, and confirm him !:l 
every good of mankind. 

"Verily, Thou art. the Generous, the 
Merciful, the Bountiful!" 

"Now what will your endeavors show 
forth from the degrees of devotion'" 

Faithfully your servants in the Cov
enant, 

EXECUTIVE BOARD BAIIAI TEMPLE UNITY 

By LQuis6 D. BmJle. 
October 9, 1920. 

The friends present when boring was 
started at the Mashrekol·Azkar grounds, 
September 24, 1920, were: Louis Bour
geois, Mary Lesch, Mrs. L. Bourgeois, 
Effie L. Lobdell, Christine Locding, 
Arna True Perron, Maude C. Houser, 
Mrs. C. loas, Mrs. G. Kuhlman, Mrs. H. 
Gale, Mrs. E. G. Foster, John E. Chris· 
tensen, Nettie Tobin, Leona Leadroot, 
John Osenbaugh, M. D., Wm. F. Slater, 
D.O., Ida B. Slater, Kokab H. A. Mac· 
Cutcheon, Carl Scheffler, Louis P. Kel· 
leI', Arthur S. Agnew and Albert R. 
Windust. The men employed to do the 
boring were F. France, foreman, 
Henry S. Zenner, L. P. Hummel and 
G. C. Ayers. Photographs by Mrs. 
Maude C. Houser, Chicago. 

A Bahai Pilgrimage to South America 
Compiled from letters written by MIss }'LrnTHA RooT while enroure. 

(Continued from page 111) 

ON shipboard, in the six-day voyage 
from Santos to Buenos Aires, there 

was a great storm. The cold, the sleet, 
the general discomfort of nearly every 
one seasick, tended to make one a little 
laggard in giving the Message. Also, 
these people had been journeying to
gether for four weeks from France and 
had made their friendships before :Miss 

Martha Root came aboard. The first 
one to whom she gave the Mes.""ge was 
a young man from the state of MiD1l.S 
Geraes, who is going to engage in com· 
merce between the United States and 
Brazil, after he completes his lanjruage 
studies. AIter reading the Buhai books 
three days he said: "This is the best of 
all th(' religions I have known." One 
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Frenchman seeing the "Greatest Name" 
in Persian on the book, Th.e Divine Plan, 
asked her what she was reading. He 
knew Arabic and was attracted. Then 
there was a young Frenchman, son of 
the owner of the largest telegraph bu
reau in Paris, who spoke a little Eng
lish (only two persons spoke cven a lit
tle English), and to him she explained 
the Cause. 

Two days later ~liss Root suggested 
they have a "conference" in the dining
room for all the passengers and he in
terpret for her the Bahai Cause. It took 
two days to prepare. First she ex
plained it to him in halted French, sen
tence by sentence, the history and vital 
principles, the young Frenchman re
peated it in slow English and then told 
it in Spanish to a young man who was 
with him; the Frenchman then wrotc 
it sentence by sentence in his own Eng
lish, but afterwards wrote it in the most 
brilliant French. Almost everyone 
came to the "eollferellee" announced 
by the Captain for four o'clock, imme
diately after tea. The Frenchman read 
the address, then as friends asked ques
tions, Miss Root begging them to par
don her French, replied. There were 
twenty aviators in the audience and all 
asked for literature. Later when these 
aviators disembarked, Buenos Aires met 
them at the pier with flowers and benu
tiful ceremonies. The commandant who 
is from Argentina was carried off the 
ship on the shoulders of his countrymen 
and marched through the principal 
thoroughfares. The young Frenchman 
in saying good-bye added, "I have not 
always understood well the words you 
speak, but I understood the life you 
have, and it is for that I am interested." 

September 19th, Miss Root spent in 
Montevideo, Uruguay, where the French 
ship stopped for twelve hours. Her 
roommate on the ship out from New 
York lived there. The latter was an 
American girl who had married an 
Uruguayan. The father-in-law had also 

been a passenger all the ship. Miss 
Root wcnt to their wholesale business 
house where they took her in a touring 
ear to their beautiful home. They are 
people of wealth and distinction. After 
lunch and a drive they put a Bahai book 
iu the English Club, another was taken 
to the Kational Riblioteca which is a 
part of Montevideo University, an ex
ccllent library wherc other Bahai books 
can be sent. Then they ealled upon tlw 
editor of tile leading paper, El Dia, and 
he used an article. Returning to thc 
store, the hostess explaincd the Bahai 
Cause to the four brothers and a noted 
physician. 

lIfolltevideo has It population of 400,-
000. There are 300 journals in Uruguay 
but they arc principally small papers 
as Montevideo is thc capital and is the 
only largc city in this country. Uru
guay is small; its popUlation is 1,400,
ODO-thc majority bcing of Spanish and 
Italian origin. The standard of living 
is very high and the people are broad 
in their religious views. International 
headquarters for mllch religious and 
philanthropic work for South America 
is in Montevideo. 

Buenos Aires, capital of Argentina, 
South America, with its more than it 

million and a half population, the larg
est Spanish city in the world, the larg
Cilt eity iu South America, and the 
fourth largest in the western hemisphere, 
wus the scene of Miss Martha Root's 
pilgrimage for two weeks_ From Sep
tember 20th to October 4th, 1919, this 
is what occurred: 

She did not know one soul in Argcn
tina, but had scveral letters of intro
duction, threc from thc United ~tateB, 
the others gathered along the way. A 
chambennaid, by telephone, made an 
appointment for hcr to go to the home 
of Dr. Frederico de Valles Vargas, gen
eral secretary of the Theosophical So
cieties of Argcntina, at onc o'clock. Dr. 
Vargas and his family had Dot heard 
of thc Bahai Movement, but as soon as 

(Conlinued on pqc 211) 



STAR OF THEWEST 
TABLET FROM ABDUL--BAHA 

o thou SrAR 0' TRK WEST I 
Be thou happy 1 Be thou happy t 5houldu thou continue to remain firm and eternal, ere 

long, thou shalt become: the Star of the East and shalt spread in every country and clime. 
Thou 3ft the first paper of the Bahai! which is organized in the country of America. Al
though for the present thy subscribers afC limited, thy form is small and thy voice weak, yet 
shouldst thou stand unshakable, become the object of the attention of the friends and the 
cenler of the generosity of the leaders of the fa ith who arc fi rm in the Covenant, in the fu
ture thy subscrihcrs will become hosts after hosu like unto the waves of the sea; thy volume 
will increase, thy 3Tffla will bec:omc vast and I pacious and thy voice and fame will be nised. 
and become world-wide-and at last thou shalt become the first pape:r of the: world of humaD
Ity. Yet all then depend Upon jirmne,. ftrmnell, f/rmneu" 

(SiKfltd) ABDUL-BAHA ASBAS. 

TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA 
o ye: apostle:s of BAHA'o'LUH-May my life be a ransom to you I 

. . . Similarly, the: Mag.z.ine:, the: STAR 0' THE WEST, must be e:dited in the: utmOlt 
regularity. but its conte:nts mUSI be the promul;ator of the: Cause: of God-so that both in the 
East and the \Vest, they may become: informed with tbe: most important e:ve:nts. 

(Signtd) ABDUL-BAHA ABSAS. 

STAR OF THE WEST FOUNDATION 
Nor/hta!/"n Stalts: HOOPER HAUlS. Wutern Statts: HtLf.N S. GooDILLL. 
Sowthun Statts: Dominion of Canada: MAY MAXWELL. 

C tntral Statts: AunT VAIL, C"RL SCJtUF1.u.. 
Editorial Staff: AunT R WIl'1J)UST-GU.TitUDE BUlJcnfA-Da. ZIA M. BAGDADI 

Honorary Mtmbtr: MIRZA All MAD SOHlAll 

Vol. 11 Elm 1, 76 (October 16, 1920) No 12 

Tablet of New Permission for Dr. Bagdadi and family 
-News brought by him-The Mashrekol-Azkar 

LETTER FROM ROY C. WILHELM. 

New York, N. Y., 
October 9th, 1920. 

Dear Bahai friends: 
Dr. Zia M. Bagdadi, accompanied by 

his wife, his little child, and his wife's 
sister, arrived in this eity October 4th, 
after nearly a year's stay in Haifa, 
Palestine, bringing with them a letter 
of new permission which reads: 

To the friends of God, America-Unto 
them be the Glory of God, the Most 
Glorious ! 

He 11 God! 

o ye friends of God! 
His honor Dr. Zia (M. Bagdadi) and 

the maid-servant of God Zeenat, stayed 
in the Holy Land for quite a long time. 
Now they are returning with the maid
servant of God, nobour, to America. As 

they have attained to the privilege of 
visiting two Holy Thresholds, that is, the 
Threshold of nis IIoliness, BABA 'O'LLAH. 
and Makam Aala (His iloliness, the 
Bab) , ye should practice the utmost con
sideration towards them. I feel the ut
most affection towards them. 

Upon ye be thc glory of Abha! 

(Signed) ABDUL-BAllA AosAS. 

(Translated by Azizullah Khan S. Ba
hadur, Haifa, August 28th, 1920. Origi
nal Tablet in handwriting of Abdul
Baha.) 

The friends all over the eountry will 
be interested to learn some of the latest 
news conveyed by Dr. Bagdadi: 

Some conception of Abdul-Baha's 
daily round will be gained from the fact 
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that the average number of guests is 
about fifty, this is in addition to about 
ODC hundred members of the family aDd 

those who have so Inany years been asso
ciated with them. Tho mass of mail 

• 

nearly all the Oriental people have en
dured during recent years, the Mash· 
rekol-Azkar at Is.hkabad was built and 
now neariy all of its accessories arc 
Dearing completion a~ well . 

... 
• 

- -,'"""'. .' • '-~~7' 

PAC-SIMILlI: OP TABLET TOTHE PRIENDS IN AMKRICA, CONCSRNING 
DR. ZIA M. BAGDADI. HIS WIPE AND HER SISTER. 

Entire Tablet I, hI. tbe baad",tltlnRC 01 Abdul·a.b •. 

which comes to Abdul-Baba in boxes and 
baskets, it is, of course, impossible to 
even read. Four interpreters give a 
large part of their time in an endeavor 
to select those letters which are most im
portnnt-such as doal with important 
matters that pertain to the Cause. 

When serious trouble overtook Russia., 
great numbers of the priests and reli· 
glonists of all existing ordcrs were 
killed-the Bahais alone were protected, 
With the building of the Mashrekol· 
Azkar at Ishkabad, Russia, widespread 
attention was attracted and it became 
evident that the principles of the Bahai 
Cause and the intentlon of the Bahais 
were pure, Notwithstanding all these 
troubles and the financial hardship 

For nearly twelve years, we in 
America who have supposed we pos· 
sessed an energy that was unique, have 
talked of building a Mashrekol·A zk{lr. 
The friends in the Oricnt have long 
been waiting for the counterpa.rt of their 
Tcmple to take form in the Western 
World. Twelve years have passed and 
as yet the foundation of the Mashrekol· 
Azkar in Chicago has not been laid. To 
usc the expression of Abdul-Baha, "The 
matter is dragging." We of the United 
States, statisticians tell us, are the most 
prosperous people in the world. When 
in this country Abdul-Baha said that 
when the most important thing is at 
hand, that which is important must wait. 

Abdul-Baha tells the story of a widow 



210 STAR OF THE WEST 

of a martyr, who was left with two 
young chHdrell to support. She pro
vided for them by knitting socks; the 
proceeds Crom one sock she used for 
their support, and what sho received for 
the other sock was her glad offering 
toward tho Mashrekol·Azkar. Abdul· 
Bahs then said, "It is this spirit which 
will build the Temple." Just recently 
an offering was received from one of 
those wonderful American sisters, who 
for years has been devoting her life to 
the Dahai Cau~ in Teheran, Persia. 
Within a few weeks, Jenabe Fazel Ma
z81ldarani contributed $100 of his own 
money. 

During the race riots in Chicago, 
about a year ago, some dozen homes 
were bombed, among them being the 
home of a colored woman. In speak. 
ing of the incident to Abdul-Baba, be 
remarked what is the bombing of a few 
houses! When I was in America I told 
the people there would be bloodshed. Of 
what importance is bloodshed! Indeed, 
if heed is not given to these matters now, 
even America may reap serious conse
quenccs. 

Some one commented on the fact that 
in various assemblies there were differ
ences between the friends, in some in
stances so acute that it even retarded 
the progress of the Cause, to which 
Abdul-Baba replied, "The firmer a be
liever becomes, the less difficulty his 
opinions make." 

The borings for the Temple at Chi
cago have now been made and rock was 
fOUlld at a depth of 121 feel This is 
most fortunate as it will greatly sim
plify the work and save in expensc. 
With this information, detailed building 
plans are being worked out for active 
construction to begin in the early spring 
of 1921. Materiols and labor are high. 
Our dollar of two or three years ago 
purcbases but fifty cents' worth now. 
Are we 'willing to let this matter 
"drag"! The woman who knit the soc.ks 
gave half of what she possessed, We 
have believed and sometimes stated that 

there were several thousand Bahais in 
America. If this is true and the Bahais 
who understand what giving really 
means, were to solidly unite and partake 
of the bounty which is in this great day 
ours, and would send even one-nine
teenth of what we possess, it would truly 
be a step fon ... ard, and show that we had 
begun to awake from our lethargy, and 
if great troubles should eome to our 
country, we will have done something 
when we could and will have raised a 
beacon in the form. of a Mashrekol
Azkar, to which all the sad and op
pressed may turn. 

I close by sending gl'ectings to all the 
fricnds and give an extract from a Tab
let from Abdul-Baha recently received 
by me : "I bope the friends will give the 
utmost importance to the Mashrckol· 
Azkar. A cablegram from Mr. Randall 
hus lately been received, indicating that 
they will begin its construction. Through 
thi!! news I became immensely delighted. 
The American friends a.re grcn.t1y ell
deared. Th erefore I desire that thoy 
roay be confirmed to do great achieve
ments and become the factors of the es
tablishment of the Kingdom of God. All 
the people of the world are, as thou ob
servest, in the sleep of negligence. They 
have forgotten God alto,","ethcr. They are 
all busy in war and strife. They are 
undergoing misery and destruction. 
They are like unto loathsome worms try
ing to lodge in the depth of the ground, 
while a single flood of rain sweeps all 
their nest and lodging away. Neverthe
less they do not come to their senses. 
Where is the majesty of the Emperor 
of Russia! Where is the might of the 
German Emperor! Where is the great
ness of the Emperor of Austria! In a 
short time all these palnccs were tumed 
into ruins and all these pretentious edi· 
fices (empires) underwent destruction. 
They Jeft no fruit and no trace save 
eternal ruin." 

Sincerely your brother, 

Roy C. Wilhelm. 
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A Bahai Pilgrimage to South America 
(Continued from page 207) 

it was explained, they were deeply im
pres.<red. The doctor and their friends, 
Mrs. Maria IIersch, of AIsaee-Lorraine, 
took :Miss Root that afternoon to a Theo
sophical hall, where arrangements were 
made for her to address that society in 
Spanish, through an interpreter, the 
next Sunday afternoon. All conversa
tion with the doctor and the Theosoph
ists was in French, as he does not speak 
Spanish nor they English. Dr. Vargas 
also arranged for her to meet another 
group of Theosophists in his home Mon
day night. Mrs. Maria Hersch, who 
speaks English well, interpreted. 

The doctor saw that Miss Root was 
properly introduced to the Spanish 
newspaper and magazine editors. IIis 
friend, a magazine editor. took her to 
the journals. One paper, La Prensa, 
is one of the largest world newspapers. 
No other newspaper anywhere is housed 
so palatially. It is one of the two most 
powerful and admirable organs in South 
America. Judged by its advertisement 
spaces it stands on a. level with thc first 
of London publications. Its advertising 
rates are high so it can do things UIl

dreamed by our papers. Its building, 
in addition to the splendid plant, con
tains also a concert hall, lecture roams, 
reading rooms, baths, cafes, music rooms, 
apartments where visitors are enter
tained, a free dispensary for those who 
are too poor to pay for a physician and 
the services of a lawyer are furnished 
free. 

Another paper visited, almost of 
equally high rank, was the N acio7t, fa
mous for its literary articles and said 
to be the most independent paper in 
South America. The Caras y Caretas, 
whose editor took Miss Root to call upon 
the director of the Namofl-, is said by 
Argentina authorities to be one of the 
best magazine publications in all South 
America. The visits to newspaper of
fices were made during two days of tor-

rential, unceasing downpour of rain. 
The magazine editor offered to go to 
the Italian newspapers and magazines 
in Buenos Aires--there were none that 
did not use II. Bahai article sometime 
during the two weeks. The IIeraZd had 
an article each day and several papers 
sent reporters to each lecture. 

Mrs. C. G, de Bischoff, II. normal 
school teacher and translator, who had 
heard of the Bahai Causc and bad at
tended II. Bahai meeting when visiting 
New York, gave her days and nights 
to interpreting for Miss Root. She ar
ranged for an address before the W 0-

man's Club of Short Story Writers at 
the Phoenix Hotel, Thursday morning. 
'rhe owner of the hotel offered a hall and 
himself paid its rental for a talk Satur
day evening on •• The Economic Sol u
tion of W orId Problems through the Ba
hai Revelation." The only advertise
ment of this meeting was through the 
newspapers. It was attended by a most 
cosmopolitan audience, representing al
most every country and religion. Three 
magazine editors were present, three re
porters, several heads of world firms 
and teachers from nonnal schools. Al
most every man in the audience had a 
clipping of the Bahai principles in his 
pocket. The whole event showed that 
the trend of thought in Argentina is to
wards spiritual freedom. 

Wednesday evening, Miss Root ad
dressed the Esperantists. They have a 
membership of 400, with two corre
spondence schools for the provinces. 
Their magazine, Argentina Esperan
tirlo, is using an article on the Bahai 
Cause. 

Thursday evening, Dr. and Mrs. Var~ 
gas gave a dinner for 1tfiss Root and 
later at a Theosophical meeting in their 
home, they read aloud the Bahai prin
ciples in Spanish. A celebrated New 
York inventor, a guest at the dinner, 
said in an aside to her, "r have traveled 
up and down South America and I as-
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suro you, you have met tho finest peo· 
pIe in this country in knowing Dr. and 
~[rs. Vargas." Their hospitality was 
genuinely delightful, their lovc for this 
Bahai Cause so great that they not only 
did aU the big things, but all the little 
ones, too. They are studying English 
and will come to the United States in 
February. Mrs. Hersch will accompany 
them. They will visit the Bahai As
semblies in North America during their 
journey across the contincnt. 

The Bahai Message was presented to 
the president of the Single Tax society 
Olrough the courtesy of the Phoenix Ho
tel owner. There are three Suffrage 
parties in Buenos Aires. Miss Root met 
with them four times and spoke for a 
few minutes at three events. Her sub
jects were, "Equality of :Men and Wo
men, " ,. Economic Problems" and 
"UniveNlal Education." At the first 
informal meeting when she spoke, they 
all arose during the Bahai talk, as a 
mark of respect. Mrs. de BischofI' in· 
terpreted. Men as well as women at· 
tend the suffrage meetings in Argentina. 
Madam Elvira Rawson de Dellepiane, 
president of the Suffrage Society called 
•• Association Pro.Dercchos de 1& Mu
jur," gave a tea for Miss Root, and the 
organization as a whole gave a tea for 
her later in one of their fashionable 
clubs. At the latter tea she met several 
newspaper women and women authors. 
The Babai Revelation was "presented at 
each gathering. Newspaper reporters 
and photographers were present at both 
meetings.. 

An editor of a Syrian magazine, who 
attended the Saturday evening lecture, 
later showed Miss Root an article which 
he had written ten years ago on the 
Bahai Cause and had never published 
it. He is using an article now. An· 
other prominent Syrian, decorated with 
the cross of honor recently by the 
French Government, is editor of La 
Nota. He used a two·page article giv. 
ing a picture of Abdul-Baha and out
lining the vital principles of the Bahai 
teachings. The magazine is in Spanish. 

Still another magazine, Caras y Care
tas, used a long article with two photo
graphs. (See frontispiece, page 106.) 
'fhe Theosophical Magazine, published 
in Buenos Aires and sent to all countries 
in South America, used an article with 
photographs. 

Unlike other Soutb American cmes, 
Miss Root found that a few people had 
heard of the Bahai Cause. An artist 
there had heard it from Miss Watson 
in Paris and later J utict Thompson, at 
New York, had scnt her mt\ny Tablets. 
Mrs. de Bischoff had heard the name 
through this artist and later had met 
Mr. Pauli and Mr. and Mrs. MacNutt in 
New York and attended a Bahai meet
ing in the MacNutt borne. A French
man, who attended the lectures, had seen 
Abdul-Baha in Paris. It was thie 
Frenchman who volunteered to trans
late ::Miss Root's history of the Babai 
Cause into Spanish for the Theosophical 
Magazine. He has five books on the 
Cause written in French, and is loaning 
these to Dr. Vargas to read. A school 
girl bad beard of this religion while 
traveling in Switzerland and through 
the head of her school :M.iss Root was in· 
vited to come there. A young man came 
who said he had known of Mr. Urbain 
LeDoux' kindness at the Bowery Step· 
ping Stone in New York. 

The trip to South Amcrica has can· 
vinced Miss Root that while Esperanto 
is excellent and to be ardently sup· 
ported, it will only bear its bcst fruits 
in the next generation. Babais for the 
decades just ahead must master as many 
languages as possible. In order to meet 
these South Americans ball·way. she 
started in to learn from them Spanish 
pronunciation and first principles. One 
can only do one's best, hut every haUl' 
spent by a Bahai on language study will 
help some. 

-
The plan was to cr08S the Andes and 

come up the west coast to Panama . .AJI 
this trans·Andean trip seemed extreme· 
ly hazn.rdous some of the friends tried to 
dismade Miss Root from attempting it. 
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The week before she had talked with 
some who had frozen faccs and feet, and 
some were ill from coming over, and a 
new slann had stopped all traffic since 
their arrival. One American said in a 
newspaper article published the day be
faTe she started: "If yOll would con
sider riding around the edge of the 
Woolworth building, when it is covered 
with icc and snow, on a gentle mule, a. 
safe pastime, then have no fears regard
ing the inconveniences in crossing the 
Andes in winter." He told about rid
ing around tbe cliffs within an inch of 
Ii precipice some hundreds of feet high. 
He said he wore three suits of woolen 
underwear, a sweater, a bath robe, over
coat, ponchos, bad his feet wrapped with 
pieces of sack and then nearly froze to 
death. 

Miss Root realized that to return ViR 

the AtJantic Ocean meant not to give 
the Babai Message up the west 
coast and in Panama, the place Abdul
Bnha had especially mentioned. Dr. 
Vargas who knows South America weU, 
assured her she would get through, and 
she bought her ticket. She started amid 
gifts of books, f!.owers, fruits, candy and 
lunches. Mrs. de Bischoff brought her 
own very heavy coat and woolen under
wear telling Miss Root to use them and 
then pass them on to Il sister in Ncw 
York. She also brought food, sweets, 
and port wine. Mrs. Vargas said in her 
new English, so carefully studied: "I 
have prepared chicken sandwichcs for 
yOll myself." Dr. and Mrs. Vargas and 
Madame Hersch brought delights for the 
spirit, mind and body. The artist 
came with another lunch, and other 
friends with offerings were Theosophists, 
a Delgian girl, a. German, a Scotch wo
man and a Peruvian. 

A New York husiness diplomat, part
ner in one of the largest exporting 
houses, was crossing and had said he 
would do anything he could for Miss 
Root. TIer roommate in the "ca.mur· 
ata," sleeper of thc train, was a charm
ing Italian girl, well educated Bnd flu
ent in French. The American looked 

after both of them with the same effi
ciency and irresistihle manners that 
have made his business such a success. 

Dr. Vargas had written and tele
graphed the number of the car and 
camorata to the President of the Theo
sophical Society in Mendoza, and next 
morning this stately man (who looks 
exactly likc Tagore) callle with a uttie 
group of fricnds. The wait therc was 
two hours, and they took )Iiss Root and 
the Itauan girl to brcak1ast and for II. 

drive. 'rhe ltaJian girl spoke Spanish 
and interpreted. Mendoza is II. city ot 
200,000. Thero was time to explain the 
Bahai Messagc, give them Spanish book· 
lets and Spanish papers cxplaining the 
Revelation, and they said they would 
put articles into the Mendoza newspa
PC"'-

The trip by mule-back over the "top 
of tho world, ., for the Andes arc among 
the highest ranges, the Aconcagua ris
ing to a height of 23,300 feet, was tJlrU
ling enough for the most sensational. To 
pray the "Greatest Name" among these 
minarets of God was to glimpse the 
glory of the Eternal, Unknowablc. The 
ancient trail led 10,400 fcet ahove sea. 
lcvel. The people on mule back weru 
infinitesimal specks clinging to mighty 
terraces--a.g "ants in an endle&<! and 
boundless fotest "-they huddled on the 
edge of jagged peaks, frozen chasms, and 
stiffencd mountain torrents. Everybody 
felt very small and a wouderful feeling 
of "camaradcrie" sprang up. Fortu
nately the SUn shone brightly, and the 
acute cold was not so terriblc as all had 
expcctcd. The Italian girl being an ex
pert horsewoman, generously gave Mis.'j 
Root tbe mao she had engaged by tele
gram to walk besidc hcr mule. (She 
had made tbis jouMley before and knew 
very well what to do.) 

A detour through oue dark tunnel 
took over an hour in stumbling, supping 
blackness in which the frightened mules 
shied and fell. Miss Root, as her mule 
plunged downward into the mouth of 
the tunnel, gripped the pommel, threw 
her body far back, closed her eyes, and 
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prayed the .. Ya Allah El·Mostaghos" 
for all. Over and over again in that 
black uncertainty, the clear, vibrant 
voice of the Italian girl would ring down 
the line of mules: .. Mademoiselle, are 
you all right''' Tears of deepest ten
derness spring to the eyes at the thought 
of such a friend. The New Yorker'!'! 
mule was not a good onc and he WHS so 
far behind Miss Root did not sec him 
before she entered the tunnel. AU 
started together, but it was not possible 
to keep togetbcr---one docs not drive 
the mule but leaves the SUfe fooled little 
carrier of destiny to choose his own puth. 

Later, out from the tuuDel, whell the 
procession Came to precipitous down
ward slopes toward Chile, Miss Root 
could nol cven see the OIlO inch margin 
that had been promised by the man in 
his newspaper account. To her this 
was by far the most dangerous van oj 
the jonrney. And so it was with great 
joy that she saw the men getting ott 
their mule!! and walking fal'therin down 
the mountaiu side. She d id the same 
for the mules would sometimes !iIip a 
yard in this perpendicular path and 
they were frightened too. Taking the 
guide's hand they made the descent to
gether, and when they could not walk 
they could run! The warm Slln had 
melted the crisp icc just enough that 
they could get a foothold . They 
stopped every few minutes to breathe 
as one's breath is very short in this alti+ 
tude. Some fainted, somo had" puna," 
which is bleeding of the nose and ears. 
Everything given Miss Root was passed 
along to those who needed it. 

The train journey later ended in trop
ical gardens and orchards of divinely 
fragrant orange blossoms. The Italian 
girl , Miss Root Ilnd the New Yorker 
said they would remember the trip as 
one of the happiest of incidents. The 
custom house inspcttol' at Los Andes 
has a Bahai booklet in Spanish, as has 
also the mule driv{'r. 

The New Yorker's firm in Valparaiso 
treated Mis..<! Root as a sister. They put 
her bags through the cnstoms, had them 

taken by their own porters to the ship, 
called a messenger boy to escort her to 
the Theosophists, later took her to 
lunch with the New York guest of bonor, 
Ilnd all three men took her in a launch 
to her ship. She explained the Bahai 
Cause. 

-
Dr. Vargas had given her a note of 

introduction to the President of the 
Theosophical Society in Valparaiso who 
speaks both English and Esperanto. lIe 
promised to get articles into Valparaiso 
pllpers and to tell the friends in Santi 
ago. (The train was delayed by storm 
and l.Uss Root did not get to Santiago, 
a city of 300,000 and cleven daily pa
pers. ) Valparaiso has a population ot 
250,000. Instead of staying four duys 
in Valparaiso, she only slayed four 
hours, owing to the Andes storm. 

The trip up the west coast on a Chil
ean ship was immensely interesting. 
Grippe had to be tilC shadow to m1l.ke 
one appreciate the sunshine, so the first 
few places are but memories of trying 
to get ruJhore to newspaper offices 1.0 t:X 

plain the Bahai Message, then leaning 
agaillSt the friendly lamp poots for 
strength to drag one's self baek to the 
boat. An engineer and his wife, who 
have been in Chile two years and spoke 
Spanish, went ashore with :l\Iiss Root at 
Coquimbo and Anwogasta and inter· 
preted. 

In Iquiqne, a soldier boy who spoke 
English , took Miss Root to all four 
newspapers, but as it was Sunday and 
Columbus Day, only one was open, but 
she gave the Message to a small group 
there. The editor used an article. In 
Ariea, the editorial writer of the paper 
was a woman. She was much interested 
in the Bahai ideas about women. She 
said she would nse an article and wou ld 
he glad to uso others later. As Miss 
Root left she said in English the one 
word, ,. sister!" 

During the voyage it was not possible 
to give a lecture, as most of the people 
Were traveling short distances and the 
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passenger list changed frequently; also 
several different languages were spoken. 
Miss Root spoke individually and cop
ies of vital principles of the Balmi 
Cause were later sent by passengers to 
Australia, New Zealand, Venezuela, 
Mexico, Panama and Spain. Some of 
the passengers came to Miss Root and 
said: "'Ye wish to get a booklet about 
this religion, why did you leave us 
out'" The truth was the literature was 
all gone except a few newspaper and 
magazine clippings. (l\Iiss Root bought 
$50 worth of magazines and daily pa
pers containing the Bahai Principles 
in oI'der to usc them ill distribution 
after the 500 booklets wcrc given out.) 
On this ship one passenger would tell 
t!.Dother, and they came to ask questions 
so that by the end of the two weeks 
the nahai Message was well circulated. 
One young man, when hearing her tell 
about the Bahai Convention in New 
York, said: "Will the Cause grow as 
rapidly as that in South America' In 
twenty-six yearn will we have a conven
tion like that'" Others were very 
much interested in the Temple to be 
built in Chicago. 

-
Lima, in Peru, the seat of the old 

Inca civilil':lItion, was the most impor
tant city visited after leaving Valpa
raiso. Its population is 250,000. Dr. 
Vargas had givcn l\1iss Root letters 01 
introduction to nineteen CItIes am1 
towns and four were to his friends in 
Lima which is his native eity---one was 
to a newspaper owner, one to a senator, 
and two to physicians. As Lima is a 
half-hour's ride from the port Callao, 
and the ship only stopped three hours 
in the early morning, it was a problem 
how to get there, find these men, and get 
back on time. On the electric tram 
~liss Root met two young men from 
the ship who spoke English and Span
ish. They took her to the leading hotel 
to inquire from the manager how to 
reach these people. He was an old man 
and wonderfully kind. He told Miss 
Root to sit down and write her message 

to each man and he would take them 
with her letters of introduction, I3ahai 
booklets and magazine clippings to each 
man. lIe u.s.'mred her the newspaper 
owner would use an article and volun
teered to translate it into Spanish. It 
wns all done so easily and quickly, and 
the two young men from the ship, get
ting interested, mailed to their sisters 
in Australia and New Zealand, Rahai 
booklets from tha.t hotel. After Callno 
no more letters of introduction could 
be used as the ship was not allowed to 
stop at any more ports owing to fever 
conditions. 

On the last day of the voyage tile 
passengers asked Miss lWot to give a 
lecture on the Bahai Ca.use in the music 
room. 1 t was announced to be given 
in English, but when the friends came 
some asked to have it in Spanish, so a 
1{exiean gentleman interpreted, and it 
was given in both English and Spanish. 
'I'here was such a warmth of interest 
and everybody seemed happy. Some of 
those present were en 1'0ute to Japan, 
Spain, Franee, Germany, Panama, 
Venewela, Iona, California, Oklahoma 
and New York. Each One was given a 
clipping or something which explained 
a little of the Cause. 

Abdul-Baha. said in regard to the 
Panama Canal Zone: "Likewise, ye 
must give great attention to the Pana
ma Canal Zone, for in that point the 
Occident and Orient find eaeh other 
united through the Panama Canal, and 
it is also situated between the two great 
oceans. That place will become very 
important in the future. The teach
ings once established there, will unite 
the East and the West, the North and 
the South." 

Miss Root spent one week in the Canal 
Zone. Arriving in Panama Saturday 
noon, October 25th, the first visit was 
to the Star and Hert.ild office, the oldest 
newspaper. It is printed one-half lD 
English and one-half in Spanish. The 
editor, a young man who had heal"d of 
the Bahai Movement in California, used 
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a. column and a half about the Cause, 
giving it a prominent place. Miss Root 
asked if there were any clubs or 
churches whel'C she could speak. He 
told her of a big event which was to be 
given that evening in the fashionable 
Ancon Club house for the Roosevelt Me
morial fund and suggested the men to 
see. As a result, a tcn-minute talk wa.~ 
given there where Miss Root explained 
what Abdul-Baha had said about tho 
Canal Zone and she gave the vital prin
ciples. Four hundred people were pres
cnt. 

There is a Union Church in Balboa 
(the American city which adjoins Pana
ma, the older city of the RepubUc of 
Panama). One enn only see where one 
city cnds and tho other begins by the 
architecture and the beautiful grounds 
of the American part. Everything that 
the United States has built in the Zone 
has been high in standard. The place 
may well be considered a dewumltra· 
tion of ideals in living for the world, 
coming and going, to see and learn. This 
Union Church is composed of people of 
all denominations of the Protestant 
faith. They gave Miss Root twenty min· 
utes at their evening service anll the 
editor of their church magazine said he 
would usc a column about the Bahai 
Cause in his journal bringing in what 
Abdul·Baha said about the Canal Zone. 

The Cause was explained to the edi· 
tor of the Despalck, a newspaper for 
the colored peoplc, and he used a story. 

An attempt was made to visit the 
Leper Colony at Palesaco, near Panama, 
but the winds were so high that in Ht· 
tempting to land in the little boats, two 
men in the launch Mead fell into the 
sea, 80 the Doctor ordered Miss Root's 
launch back, but she explained the Dahai 
Revelation to the Doctor and to the wife 
of the Superintendent, and sent the 
lepers Thornton Chase's Icaflet, lJe/Qrs 
Abraham Was, and Unity Through 
LOVt, by Mr. MacNutt, and four boxes 
of candy. There are seventy lepers 
there, sevcn of them children. 

The Message was also given to the 
doctors of the Canal Zone ports, to the 
British Minister, and to sevcral of the 
American Government officials. In a 
journalistic way, Miss Root met the 
heads of all the Government works. 

In the Canal Zone thcre are oppor· 
tunities to get excellent positions clerk
ing, stenography, nearly every kind of 
work one would find in the Stutes. The 
climate is warm and the life extremely 
pleasant. It is said that Panama Canal 
Zone within a decade or two will be 
quite as popular as Palm Beach as a 
winter resort. The Bahai who s~ttJes 
there and builds up an assembly will 
be doing a work that will influence every 
part of the globe. It is the most cen
tral place in the world, where in the 
centuries just ahead the long lines of 
commerce and travel will pour up and 
down, baek and forth. The old Roman 
philosopher who said if he had only had 
a. place on which to stand he would take 
a. lever and move the world, would find 
that place today in the Panama Canal 
Zone. Some day somcone will build a 
great nniversity on the heights of the 
[1anama Canal Zone; how glorious if 
it could be a Bahai seat 01 learning! 

Leaving Colon for IIavana, a five-day 
trip, ]rUss Root went to the captain of 
the ship, showed her credentials and ex
plained the Bahai Cause, asking him 
for permission to give a talk. lIe ar
ranged for her to spcak on Sunday 
morning at cleven a 'clock. Nearly every 
one came. The passengers were princi
pally from thc Southern States and Ha
vana. It was the only event that took 
place in the social hall during the JOllr
ney and the people came promptly. 

If any one feels timid about asking 
dpportunitics to speak, let him remem
ber that no day comes twice to any 
servant in the Cause, and Abdul-Baha 
has said to "roar like a lion the Word!'! 
of God, " and" sing like a bird the Melo
dies of the Kingdom." The Great Heart 
will not lalter and the world is ready! 

AUaho'Abha! 
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News from the Bahais of Germany 
J,R'i"rRTI FRUl\f CHARLES 1\IAS01\ REMEY TO TITE STAR OF TIlE WEST 

ESfllingeu, Wiirtteillberg, 
August 27, H20. 

'l'(J tIl!! Editors of the S'rAR O~' Tm: "WEST. 
DeRr Friends: 

\Yith this letter T am sending you a 
copy of a photograph of a large group 
of our friends in Germany. This was 
taken lit a feast ill Esslingell, on August 
15th, which was a rcpresentati\'e gat.h
ering of Rlhais of these parts. 

Shortly following my arrival bere, a 
!>eries of three large and beautiful 
feasts were g-iYell by the friends in 
Stuttgart, ill ZuffenllftliSeU aud in Ess
ling-en. At these gatherings long tables 
were spread, tea antI otber refresll
monL" wel'e served, and programs of 
reading frolll the revealed RalHii "ronl, 
of appropriate addresses, ami musil:, 
were rendered by the friends. These 
were conducive to much joy and frag
rance of spirit, for although t.hese feasts 
were simple, they rcpresented no little 
sacrifire upon the part of the pcople, 
many of whom, even now, t.hese many 
months after the war, have not all they 
need to eat, and nre undcr-llOurished. 
Although food condit.ions here arc now 
becoming better, yet this is slow and 
there is yet suffering. 

Having been the recipient of so much 
hospitality here, both of a general nlt
ture as mentioned, as well as haying 
been entertained in many homes, T 
planned to spread this feast here in 
E.!Islingen for all the Hahais and those 
of their friends who were attracted to 
the Cause. Everything was conducive 

to the suceess of the affair, even the 
present state of depleted finance of Ger
many, which has reduced the Cerman 
mark from its normal value of twenty
four cents in our money, dowl) to its 
present value of two eents. Under this 
condition I find myself temporarily in 
financial affluence, which makes it pos
sible for me to mllke expenditures ordi
narily impossible. 

'fhrough the eo-operation of the 
friends some big tasks are accomplished 
with case. So it was with the feast. 
The Esslingen friends worked so unit
edly to make this a sucee.!lS, that I soon 
realized that in reality it was not my 
feast. but their fcast, therefore I feel 
that 1 can praise this gathering, since 
it was realized through the service of 
thc Esslingen assembly. It would have 
hepn quite impossible for me to have 
ae{'omplished this had I been alone and 
single handed. 

rt was decided that the principal 
thought of the meeting should revolve 
about the Mashrekol-Azkar. Recalling 
a similar feast ginn several years ago 
at the Latimers' in Portland, at which 
a model of the "Mashrekol-Azkllr of Isb
kabad 'was featured, it occurred to me 
to make a similar arrangement here in 
F.sslingen. Several of the young men 
Rahais responded with much fervor and 
enthusiasm to this suggestion, and after 
some labor a. model showing, without 
details, the general arrangement of the 
lshbakad Temple, wa.,> built-the frame
work being of wood and cardboard, 
covered with paper and decorated witb 
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greens aod flowers. A miniature gar
Jen, surrounding the modd. repre· 
Hented the layout of the park of the 
Mashrekol·Azknr of Ishkabacl- the 
Temple being approached by nine ra
dial /l\'CIlUCS, containing fountains, rep-
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resented in miniature by trays of water, 
the shrubbery, grass, and flower beds 
being done in flowers and greens. 

'l'he regular weekly meetings and the 
feasts of the Bahai assembly of Ess· 
lingen arc held in the ballroom of the 
Krone Hotel, so we first planned to hold 
this :\[ashrekol·Azkar feast in this same 
room. However, when we came to make 
the final arrangements we found that 
the room was not large cnough to aCt 
commodate the anticipated crowd, so 
our paraphernalia was arranged in the 
garden of the hotel, which proved to be 
far better, for th e day was warm, and 
over thrce hundred people were prcs· 
ent. 

PrOI'T'1II prlnled In GeTIII.",. 

as much as possible from each, until the 
neecssary amount was secured, 

At an early hour, the morning of the 
feast, practically the entire Esslingen 
group of Bahais assembled for work. 
There are but few horses now left in 
Cermany, so the fricnds came drawing 
wagons themselves, transporting provi. 
sions, flowers, chairs and the many 
things required; all worked diligently 
and by early afternoon the model of 
the iUa. .. hrekol·Azkar had been placed 
in the center of the garden, the tableM 
and chairs arranged, decorations in 
place, and all other things were in 
readiness for the arrival of the people, 

This feast had marc the character of 
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the feasts in the Orient than any which 
I have attended ill the Occident. I pre
sume this was largely due to the garden 
setting. In an open pavilion at one cnd 
of th~ garden a stage was arranged, 
and here several young girls gave a 
short play, built around the Bahai 
thought of the flowers of the Kingdom, 
which terminated with the Greatest 
Name. Another feature of this pre
sentation was the distribution of flow
ers among the friends by several small 
girls dressed in white. 

Our program, a copy of which 1 en
close to you in this letter, would prob
ably have been long for an American 
gathering, but here in G'ermany, like in 
the Orient, the people are Ic8.'l re8th'c 
than we in our country, so the three 
hours and a half that we were being re
freshed and entertained both spiritually 
and materially, passed quickly and 
without fatigue. 

In one end of the garden tea was 
served, while at another end tables 
were spread wit.h fruit, and everywhere 
there were flowers, for even though 
there is a scarcity of food here, one 
finds at every turn a profusion of flow
ers. The program was so arranged 
with music and pauses, that the p'eople 
could move about between the numbers 
without interruption to the meeting. 

As the evening progressed the model 
of the Mashrekol.Azkar, and the minia
ture garden about it, were lighted by a 
number of small colored lights, while 
above it hung a large copy of the Great
est Name all in light. :Many paper lan
terns and lighted wicks in colored 
shades in the trees and shrubbery gave 
a mellow light, which, with the music, 
and the spiritual thoughts on the lips 
and in the hearts of the friends, made a 
picture whieh I ean never forget. 

The Bahais assembled not only from 
the immediate neighborhood, but some 
came from places at a considerable dis-

tance-Berlin, Leipzig, Karlsruhe, and 
Ludwigshaven (the latter in the occu
pied country beyond the Rhine)-be
sides a number of towns here in Wurt
temberg, were represented. 

It was a very happy occasion, as you 
will see by the smiling faces in this pho
tograph which I send you. 

Faithfully yours in El-Abha, 

ahas. Mason Remey. 

LETTER FROM CHARLES MASON 
REMEY TO THE TEACHING 

C01l:1IIl'l'EE. 

To the Bahaia in America. 
Dear Friends in EI-Abha: 

1 have been for some days now in 
Germany and I am receiving so much 
Bahai love and kindness at the hands 
of .our friends here, that I hasten to 
write you this letter in order to share 
with you the spiritual bounty of this 
experience. 

It has been the fortune of many of 
the Bahais to travel in foreign parts 
there to find the love of Abdul·BILha 
burning very fervently in the hearts of 
the people of The Covenant-friends 
who poured out this spirit of faith in 
!lets of love and kindness, upon the fa
vored traveler. This experience is a 
spiritual bounty of the Cause of God. 
Such love and kindness is not the result 
of human .interest nor changing affec
tions; these are the fruits of the divine 
love which the Manifestation of God has 
planted in the heart of humanity, and 
which is burning in the souls of His 
people. 

Some years ago when I traveled 
among the Bahais in Persia, I had 
brought to my mind, and penetrating 
my heart at every turn, the fact that I 
was the unworthy recipient . of a great 
wealth of ldndness and devotion, which 
tho.se people held in their hearts for the 
Rahais of the Occident, and that this 
love between those distant people of the 
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East and of Ole West was the fruit of 
The Covenant. 

Now here in Germany J am experi
encing a similar blessing, for through 
the kindness showered upon me here, I 
feel this great love and devotion of our 
friends here for the Babais in America. 
]t is as Abdul-Bahn teaches, when sol
diers of the world rush inlo battle to 
kill one another, soldiers of God's 
Kingdom rush forward to embrace one 
another. 

With the Babais here in Germany, I 
have demonstrated to me daily that the 
rccent war has callsed the love of t.he 
friends here for those in America. to 
become more evident and manifest than 
ever before. This is most apparent, be
cause it is in such strong contrast wit.h 
the surrounding chaotic conditions of 
this nether world. In the hearts of the 
Bahais here there i" not only no trace 
of the Ilational hatred, which of late 
has characterized the relations of our two 
countries, but more than this they have 
a grellt love for the friends in Americll. 
I am deeply touched and spiritually re
freshed by their Bahai attitude, for the 
psychology of the war has not entered 
into their souls, with the result that the 
fragrance of the Kingdom of El-l\bha 
ill a living divine presence in their midst. 

Our people here in Germany have suf· 
fered much. They are now undergoing 
tbe after effects of the war, which, in 
some respects Rrc as trying, and as dif
ficult, as were the conditions during tho 
period of fighting. Although nominally 
the war is over, practically there is still 
the greatest economic ))ressure between 
the nutions and this is causing the peo
ple here much suffering and misery. 

The people here do not have quite 
enough to eat, nor is the food which thcy 
have !mfficiently nourishing. Months 
and years of this continued shortage of 
food and nutriment needed by the nor
mal man has reduced them physically 
to an extent which their bright and 
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cheerful faces and spiritual CQuntc
nances would belie. 

Thc other day, while in Leipzig, I vis
ited a RaMi home in which thel'e werl' 
four children. The parents were work
ing people. 'fhe three youngest of tbe 
little ones were boys, and at my invita
tion they drew near and finally sat on 
my knees. I remarked to tIle mother, 
who stood by smiling, that she must be 
very happy to be the molber of such a 
family, whereupon a change of expres
sion crossed her face; she looked pained 
and left the room. A Bahai present 
then told me how hard it had been for 
these parents ('\'en to partially feed thcir 
children, and even harder for them to 
see their little ones growing up under
nourished. Though these little fellows 
had tanned skins and pleasing and re
sponsin· faees, thei.r bodies were piti. 
fully thin and emaciated. The eldest 
of the trio told me hc waS twelve years 
old, hut he nppeal'ed to be about nine! 
This is but one example of the many 
which 1 am seeing daily. These are liv
ing testimonials of the troubles caused 
by war. 

The cheerfulness lIod the hope and the 
spiritual assurance of the Bahais here 
in Germany, is in such strong contrast 
with their material condition that their 
problems are aU the morc appealing
particularly to one who finds himself 
the recipient of so much of their kind
ness such as I am now receiving. 

In the near future I hope to be able 
to write to the friends in America, tell
ing them in detail of the Bahai work 
here in Genuany. Now I am writing 
in brief in order to send this letter im
mediately and without loss of time, in 
order to suggest that the friends in 
America do all in their power to further 
the Bahni spirit of love and service of 
the friends there for friends here. 

Shortly afte r the postal service was 
re-established (altcr the annistiee be
tween America and Germany ) some of 
the Bahais in America wrote ,'ery kind 
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and wal'lll letters to the belicvcr~ here. 
Those letters coming at that time, with 
the spirit which they brought, were very 
much appreciated, for this demonstra
lion from the American Bahais was fln 
as~mrance to the people here that the 
divine bnnd$ of the Kingdom of EI-Abha 

Di,RSI'g It. 3\. 11I9U~ 
ill K.ff"""" jIIa Kopl 

• 1111 ... 1, 7' 
• 

" "ISIIIUS 
4 .. hlvr ... lr.JI::I •• 4tr I.h." 

Redner 
ill! O .. ul .... MIlSOn Rem .. y 

aus 11' 'L~hlnu;loll 
__ II, _ ... ~"""_ 

-pnIoo"--~"-"" _ .. ___ .... ',"q ........ 

I","g 8 U~r .b"l. __ alntritt ~ri! 

Poster printed in German}, 

coming from America. 'fhese are read 
in the meetings and are then spread 
among the people. 

During the past yeal' and a half the 
majority of the people in general in 
America have been in plenty, enjoying 
the luxuries of life to /I degree unpN'<'C-

Vortrag 
Dle •• Ia« • .,.., •• 1. _ol" ... . ,.I ... K.lI'eeb • •• 

• 11 _ II:OPF I" .... .,U • • r .. 

BAHAISMUS 
die Universalreliyion der Zukunft 
.1, Vtrklinderlll de. .ila-e"'elnen Weltlrlfd~n., der 
fillheit aller r.LirioscII u. philosophischen Sysle",. 

ulld aller VOlk.r der &de . 
R:ed.er: Herr Cb."I_ ••• OD a.m.,. 

II ...... blDgto .... 
De.ulbe .prad! III A"'erika, Japan, I...loi .. , 

Sinn., Indien, Pel"lien D .• nell ,rO!lt:ren Stidten 
Oeu\lcllialld., \110 berrlts Zenlren dieser Bo\lle
luna- exilti • ...,II. 

~taUIU fre t , 

Am M""r<>eh, den 6.0ktober, _!>end. 8 Uhr 
'pMcM ;", 1011- ",Uuio der St. Otb .. lle 

U ., ld.,lb.,rlr 

Kllttr Cb. II. Remev aus Wasblag10n 
and Filla Alice !cbwrz aus !tu!1gart 

uber die Pr",.ipien der 

Bahai-Weltreligion. 
Dies. Re1iJ,on ha, be.'e ",b"" Anblnlt"et _u, aUen 

N."onen uod Kool ... _e .. der Erde. 
.~I"_, Ipnocb Uberdl • ..,RePijl"ion '" rapa",Cbi". 
Uoe""" Ind'.", Pe r';." u. in ... ""to. Stw'eD Europ .. : 
. ..... EInftII HinlaDi"~bUbr 20..", woIUrG •• dcrob. I ... il 

I1nited the hearts of the believel"S in til{' dented in the history of our own coun
midst of all the upheavals of the great try and, so far as I know, u nprecedented 
world war. Furthermore, in additioJl as well, in the history of ally other eOllll
to writing letters, some friends in Amcr- try, This condition is one of the after 
ien sellt wearing apparel and foodstuffs effect!; and the results of the war. 'Vhil(' 
to the Bahuis here, and tbis was a wal' brings Ilntold miseries to many, to 
spiritual demonstration which so SllP- otlwrs it often brings, for a time, a eel'
plemented the letters that many good tuin appeal'Uuec of pro.<;perity, resulti ng 
results followed. from the disturbed Hlld shifting political 

It would be very good indeed if the and commercial conditions. Again as 
friends in the American Assemblies the pendulum swings back to the other 
would write to the Ballais here and share extrt'me, conditions are reversed and 
with them copies of the t ranslatiolls of comes the restitution which is inevitable. 
Tablets recently received from Abdul- In addition to writing to the friends 
Baha. Several of the Bahais here are in the assemblies in Germany, it would 
students of English, and they translate be Very good indeed if the friends in 
into German many of the revealed words America, in our present hour of mate· 

(Continued on page 226) 



STAR OF THE WEST 
TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA 

o thou Su •• OF Tn .. WesTI 
Be thou happy I Be thou happy I Shoulds! thou continue to remain firm and eternal, ere 

long, thou shalt become the Star of the East and shalt spread in every country and clime. 
Thou art the first paper of the Saha;, which is organized in the country of America. Al
though for the prescnt thy subscribers aTC limited, thy form is small and thy voice weak, yet 
should!! thou stand unshakable, become the object of the attention of the friends and the 
tentcr of the generosity of the luden of the faith who arc firm in the Covenant. in the fu
ture thy subscriL-ers will become hosls after hosts like unlo the waves of the sea; thy volume 
will increase, thy arena will become vast and Ipatious and thy voice and fame will be raised 
and become wor!d-wide-and at last thou shalt become the first paper of the world of human
Ity. Yet all these depend upon ./h'mfle" flrmnell, flrmneu' 

(Si~ned) ABDUL-BARA ABBAS. 

TABLET FROM ABDUJ....BAHA 
o ye apostles of BAltA'O'lLAR-May my life be a ransom to you I 

. . . . Similarly, the Magazine, the STAR OP TilE WEST, must be edhed in the utmost 
regularity, but its contents must be the promulgator of the Cause of God-so that both in the 
East and the West, they may become informed with the most important events. 

(Signed) ABDUL-BABA ABBAS. 

STAR OF THE WEST FOUNDATlO~ 
Northtasttr" Slotts: lloorEi. HAUlS. Wultr" Siofts: HELEN S. GooDALL. 
Souilltr" Stofts: Dominion of ConClda: MAY MAXHEL1.. 

Vol. 11 

Ctntral Stotts: ALBERT VAIL, CARL ScuUYLU,. 

Editorial S,o/l: ALIIEn R. WINousT-Gu.nuDI BUIKEWA~DIt. Z'A M. BAGDADI 
llo"orary Mtmbtr: MIRZA AJlWAD SOHRAB 

Kudrat 1,76 (November +, 1920) 

Messages from Abdul-Baha to all the friends 
Gi\·cn to )[rs. 11. J. Parsons, at HaHn, February 15, 1920. 

No 13 

"You must think now of spiritual affairs. Try to enlighten the morals aud 
try to spread the teachings of BAHA'O'LLAH, so that this fire of dissension which 
is burning in tho world may be extinguished. It is impossible for the different 
nations and partiNI which exist now-such as sociulists, Bolshevists, the extrem
ists or radicals, strikers and those who wish for absolute authority, to leavc these 
dissensions and be united-savc through BAllA '0 'U,AU's teachings. The teach
ings of BAHA'O'LLAH are like the sun and these dissensions are like the darkness. 
This darkness cantlot be dispelled except through the teachings of BAHA 'O'LL.\ll. 

The snow of disagreement has covered all the world and this snow eannot be 
melted except through the teachings of BARA 'O'LL,\H. 'rhe teachings of 
BAHA'O'U.J,\H declare the unity of the world. The teachings of BAIlA'O'I.LAH 

are a shining reality. The teachings of BAllA'o'u,.\n will dispel all national 
disunion, all racial disunion, and the tC'achings of RUL\ 'O'Lt,AH will conquer 
the economic difficulties. This is the C'ssence of qucstions. You must all try to 
give lire to the dead people, to make the blind see, the deaf henr, and to give all 
the llelp you can to the poor. This is what attracts heavenly assistance." 

"Now you are going on your way bome. For each one you must have a 
message. Convey to all my Ilrcctings and tell them that they are all my friends. 
my very dear friends and the servants of IIis TIoJilleS"! BAHA'O'LLAH, lIud for 
this reason they arc dear to me. I am always thinking of them aud I am con· 
stantly praying for them in the Kingdom of Abha, so thnt they may become 
lighted candles, so that the light of guidance may radiate from them, so that 
they mlly beeomc shining stars in the Heaven of Truth, thnt the light of Truth 
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lllay shine in this world, so that they may be the comforters of the people, so 
tOOl they may live in accord with one another, so that they may sacrifice their 
own souls in the service of olle anoiller, so that they may be the consoJers of tht' 
poor, SO thnt they may be the kind parents of the orphans and so that they may 
relieve the sick. COllvey this message." 

Letter from Monereh Khanum, the Wife of Abdul-Baha 
Addressed to Edith R. Sanderson 

Haifa, Palestine, 
Sept. 22, 1920. 

My dear spiritual dnughter: 
1 sincerely hope and supplicate to 

God that you rutty always be confirmed 
in your undertakings. Your letters have 
regularly a rrivcd and have aroused 
gr-eat joy. We never fail to present to 
the Master your humble love and greet-
. 
mg8. 

'1'wo days ago I Wl'olc you a letter in 
Persian about the school we have been 
thinking oC establishing on Mt. Carmel. 
That is surely a lofty idea and if taken 
up it will undoubtedly help the educa
tion of the Baha! girls and serve the up
(jet of the world of humanity. 

We agreed that J s.hould give the laud 
and you procure the other expenses. 
The ground is rrady. It is according to 
the wish of the ~ l aster and is situated 
on an elevated and most beautiful spot, 
near the Tomb of the Bab. Kow, I have 
done my share, the rest remains upon 
rour help and energy. 

We have mentioned Ollr plnn to the 
11aster and he approves of it. 'Vhen 
speaking about procuring the funds, the 
~[a!rter expressed a desire that this work 
be done by the Bllhai women. 

The Greatest floly J~eaf (Abdul-Ba . 
ha's sister) as well as the other members 
of the family send you their love. 

H oping that you will be confirmed and 
assisted by His Holiness B ,\lJA 'O'LLAn 

in accomplishillg this helpful undertak· 
ing, I will ever remain, 

Yours in llis Name, 

MOSEREII. 

Letter trom Jllis, Sanderso~ 

To the STAR OF TIlE WEST

Dear friends in El-Baha: 

While in IIaila several months ago, 
the Jl,laster's wife, :Monereh Khanum, 
spoke to me of her great desire to see 
a school for girls built on Mt. Carmel, 
and asked if 1 could help her in the re
alization of her desire. What could I 
do but answer her appeal with all my 
heart, feeling that the heart of all Bu
haie would answer in unison with mine, 
a prompt acquiescence to her request. 
Not only because the need for 0. school 
in which Bahai girls of the East mny 
derive the much longed for education, 
which to a certain extent is accessible 
in schools already established in various 
parts of the East by catholic or protes
tant missions, but becanse it would be 
the most perfect tribute that the women 
of East and West eould pay to one of 
the finest women in the world today, 
whose name and personality has reo 
mained concealed behind the power and 
majesty of the Master, but who never· 
theless through ller life of absolute self· 
sacrifice in the patH of BAnA 'O'U~.\H 

will ever remain a magnificent example 
to womunkind. 

One of the reasons why thh; school is 
of paramount importance is that the dif. 
ficulties are many for Bastcrn girls ·who 
wish for a truly praetieal education and 
they are apt to lose in one way what 
they gain in another in schools whf!re 
the Bahai principles are unknown. 

We know the great importance BAllA'· 
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O'LL..\II has attaehcd to education: in the 
Kitab-El-AI.-das parents are commanded 
to educate theil' children, and if they fail 
to do so, it is inClUuucntupon the 110llse 
of Justice to carr)' out this command. 
Also, elsewhere we fire told that to cd
U{'lIte a child is an nct of worship. 
TlwreCore. to contribute towards the 
erection of this school where the Hahn; 
principles will be implanted in the minds 
of thl' coming- mothers of future genera
tions, will bt> like unto an act of perpet
ual adoration. 

.\lr. "'lute, who WfiS in Ilaira while I 
was lh<'re had sc\'C'rnl talks with the Mas
ter on this subject and was eomm.i'l'!ioned 
by him to look into the most modern 
methods of education now in Amf'r;r8 

THE WEST 

and to pres<'nt his report to him. 
I wish now to make an appeal, joined 

to the ellcloS<'d letter just received (rom 
Munerel! Khunum, to all Bahais alike to 
give whatever they have to give ot tir!)e. 
thought and monetllry support toward!; 
a speedy rea1i1.nlion of the desire ()( one 
towards whom we should turn with deep
est love, respect and re\'crCIl('C. 

Subscn'ptiQ1ZI1 to be SC11t in ErJ.llPliU1~ 
money to RQ(J/ta T{1ul1lu~n, cllre of Mirza 
J alal, H ai! a" Palestine. 

Yours faithfuIly ill EI·Baha, 

Bdilk Roobic Sallderson. 

P. S.-I must add that this school will 
be open to nil girls desirous ot enterin~. 
irrespective of creed 01' nationality. 

Scholarship Fund for the Tarbiat School 
The American friends of the Tarbial 

Scholarship Pund will kindly not!! ». 
('!Lunge in the address of Mrs. Louise D. 
Boyle, which will be in future The Had
leigh !Totcl, Wnshingtoll, D. C. During 
the many years when our dear brother 
Joscph II. IJanncn was in charge of the 
fo;cholarship Fund as treasurer or the 
Persian American Educational A.-'!socill· 
tioll )rrs. Royle was assistant treMl1l'er 
and countersigned all checks. There
fore, with the passing of our faithful 
brother the care of the Fuud rcverted 
automatically to )r rs. Boyle, wbo hus 

acccpted this service for the present a t 
least. Scholarship dues mny be S('nt to 
hcr at the Hadleigh and will be prompt
ly aekllowledged. 

The Special 'Memorial Fund for the 
Tarbiat School which was suggested at 
the Convention, in appreciation of the 
services of the late Joseph H. H annen , 
is in eharge of Miss Kellie Lloyd, 104 
'Vall Street, New York, N. Y., Of! Illl

nounced in thc STAR OF TDE " rEST of 
June 5, 1920. 

Louise D. Hoyle. 

News from the Bahais of Germany 
(Continued from p~gc 221) 

rial plenty, would send packages of food
stufTs to the Rahais here. Much is 
lleeded here in Gennany, but certain 
!oodstuff's arc most needed above other 
thiuw>. Thesc arc whitt! {lour, call1lcd 
b1tHer and milk und sugar. Such sup
plies can be SCllt by post from America 
into Germany in packages not execed
ing five kilogrammes (about ten pounds) 
in weight. These packages should be 
clearly and legibly marked Liebcrsgabe 

(gift of love) which will enter them into 
Gcrmany free of customs. Packages 
should be very securely wrapped-pref
erably sewcd up ill cloth then tied in 
paper-and should be registered. Fur
thcr particulars and directions can be 
had through inquiry at the post offices 
in Amcrica. 

Since Stuttgart is the principal Ba
hai center in Cermany, and s ince the 
friends there have organizcd a "bund" 
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or an assembly, which has heen recog
nized by Abdul-Baha, I would suggpst 
that any Bahai offerings coming to these 
parts be sent to the Bahai-Bu?!d, nolder
linstra.~.~e 35, Stullgart, Wurttcmberg, 
Germany-with the request that these 
gifts be distributed among the friends 
throughout GNmany where they tU'C 

most needed. 
With the arrival of any fuodstuff~ in 

response to this letter, I wi1l suggest to 
the friends of the "Bahai-Bund" that 
a committee be fanned to distribute 
these offerings. 

The work of teaching in Gemlany 
will be helped by food sent to the friends 
here, for these Bahais arc serving those 
whom they teach and will make it pos
sible for them to give offerings of food 
along with -the teaching which will be 
productive of good results. The value 
of such services will be all the more en
hanced when it is known that these of
ferings come from the nahais in Amer-
• lca. 

The Society of Friends (Quakers) in 
America have established food distrib
uting centers in a number of cities in 
Gcrmany, and this good work has helped 
to better the international feeling of 
friendship among the people in this 
country. Let us RahRis also do mate· 
rially in proportion with our means, to 
help our friends here, and thercby fur
ther the spread of the message of The 
Kingdom .... -The town of Esslingen, where I am 
now staying, is neal' Stuttgart. It is 
an old city nestled in the valley of the 
Neckar, between hills covered with or
chards and vineyards still retaining its 
medieval ramparts with fortified toweni, 
and Darrow winding streets, with pic
turesque half timbered gabled houses, 
the upper stories of which project over 
the sidewalks and are supported by 
quaintly carved corbels. In rambling 
about the town it is easy to imagine ones
sclf back in the middle ages, but when 
one enters into the homes of the Bahuis 

in E$lingen, one finds there the life find 
the spirit of the Abila Kingdom to such 
a degree, that the contrast between the 
new and the old-the quickening life of 
this new age, and the old civilization of 
the past- is vcry forcibly borne in on 
one 's conscjousne~s. 

Herc in Rsslingen we have aver,\' 
flourishing and active Bahai Assembly. 
Thc meetings are very joyful and theil' 
spirit is most soul refreshing. La:;t 
Sunday these friends spread a Fea.'it. 
One hundred and fifty persons sut at 
one tablc, built in the form of a hol
low square, which filled a large banquet 
hall. 'Ve sat at a table for OY(' r three 
hours and a half constantly refreshed 
by the varied spiritual prugram. This 
consisted of the reading of prayers and 
'l'ablets and nddresses by the friends. 
i'llusic '\las rcndercd during the serving 
of refreshments and latcr a poem writ
tcn for the occasion was read by its au
thor, a y01mg man, whirh was followed 
by a short Rahai play presented by fOlll' 
attractive young girls. To me thc most 
beautiful feature of this entertainment 
was that it WIlS given at no little sacri
fice, for Ol1r people here in Esslingen 
are all in modest circumstances. Though 
the refreshments scrved wcrc simple (in 
America they would have been consid
ered very simple indecd ) yet the out
lay represented a great deal in this COUIl
try. Although anI' friend,; here have not 
enough food for themselves, yet a good 
portion of what they have they offer to 
others in the namc of The Center of th e 
Abha Covenant! 

The Bahuis here are much interested 
in knowing of the progress of the :\1a8h
rehok-Azkar. So many have asked me 
about this work that I plan to r;;pread 
a Mashrekol-Azkar Feast here in Ess
lingen the middle of August, at whieh 
the pregram of thought will revolve 
about the ideals of the "Mashrekol·Azkar. 

Faithfully yours in Ilis ServICe. 

Cha!!o .~[ason Rcrruy. 

October 9, 1920. 

I 
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LETTER FRO~I HARLAN F. OBER 
TO THE TEACHING CmnIlT'rEE 

. .. Our journey through Germany 
Was a bcayon!y journey, filled with vivid 
tlnd hnppy memories. We stayed three 
weeks in Stuttgart and Esslingen, hold
ing many public meetings and visiting 
in many of the homes. The love, unity 
and faithfulness of the German friends 
must be seen to he realized. 'rhcir as
semblies arc frag.'snt with the perfume 
of spirituality. No words can describe 
them as they are described by Abdul
Buha, in a letter whieh has just reached 
us. We had written to one of the sce
retaries of Abdul-Daha, iUirza Aziz'
ollah Khan Bahadur, who visited tIle 
German friends in 1919. He writes: 

"1 told tbe Beloved that you (MI'. 
and Mrs. Ober) have been feeling that 
you are in Paradise." Abdul-Baha suid, 
"Verily it is so. They are now in Para· 
disc. The Gennan friends are pure, 
their hearts arc overflowing with love, 
their whole beings arC fillcd with the 
Cansc of God. They are sacrificial ill 
their services and therefore they have 
won eternal glory. They are scrvillg 
the Cause of God, not for name, fame 
and winning glory. Not simply because 
their sense of duty is strong, but n dnty 
which is pcrmeated with pleasure and 
joy. They are distinguished from all 
the western friend... This is because no 
distasteful odor of violation has pene
trated in their midst. They are kept 
clean and pure. I cannot forget the 
hours I myself spent among them. They 
were such sweet and endeared 1IOUI·s. 
The associations of those swcct hom'S 
perfume the nostrils whenever I recall 
them. When thou art writing to them, 
teU them that they arc very dear to me. 
Orten in the middle of the night when T 
am llwake I ttlI'll my iuee towards tIle 
Holy Threshold of the Blessed Beanty 
and ard()ntly pray for them. They al'e 
the great pioneers of Universal Peace. 
See! the Americans and the Gcnnans 
have been hostile and yet how the Ger-

mans are receiving the Americans! This 
is because they arc the lovers of the Holy 
Cause, and its principleg, stl'h'ing for 
the fulfillment of its great purpose. Na
tional prejudices canJlot interfere in 
their religion. God and Religion is to 
them superior to every other phase of 
life. 'rhcrefore it is no wonder that you 
sec they are blessed and confirmed in 
tlieir religious life. The Blessed Beauty 

Bronn POrlr.ll 01 .... bdul-B.h. mouoled 00 Ifr.phe. 
In eomllllOlUor.Uon 01 hll "I .. il 10 atrmaDY In t9U. It Is 
oyer Mve .. feet III beta-hi. !;rectltd b, Ibe Sc:b ... ra la",· 
n,. of Stulla-.. t in IblO ~rk of IhlO "nhan"m .1 Had 
Meraentbelm. Wurlle'llbury. 

says, 'Verily, verily, do we reinforce 
bim who al'ises in the service of my 
Cause with an army of the Supreme Con-

• 
course and a force of the most favored-
of my angels.' Su rely their success is 
great. It lIlust be left to history to de
scribe it." 

"Then Abdul-Baha wcnt on to de
scribe some of the assemblies of the Oer
man friends which he had blessed with 
his holy presence. After that hc de
scribed to the friends who were in the 
holy presence-some of tbe friends, such 
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as Uw globe of the tire of the love of God, 
Taereh, Mrs. Consul Schwarz, and the 
dear Consul himself ; :Mr.' H errigel and 
his unique sincerity; :Miss Knobloch and 
her devotion and productive services j 
:Miss Kostlin and her purity of faith and 
efficiency in service and how she has kept 
the Esslillgcn community in harmony , 
love and ardor. He said, 'The Schwarz 
family have become the embodiment of 
confirmation!' He then told a wonder
ful incident about this family and said
' From this ye call imagine what type of 
people they arc. Verily, verily, I say 
Ullto ye that a single step that some soul 
takes with sincerity in the path of the 
Blessed Beauty will never pass unllo
ticed or unrcwarded. It is like unto a 
seed which is sown by the farmer. TIlC 
rain of 1\le1'oy and the heat of the Sun 
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Tablet 01 Mr. Remey'. prInted In Germany 

of Truth help it grow and develop into 
a stately tree whose verdure and shade 
will be enjoyed for millenniums! " 

We enjoyed the privilege of associa
tion with these heavenly souls, and many 
Jlew souls who are radiant with the flame 
of love. On trains and in various cit
ies we found souls who were ready for 
the divine Glad Tidinb"S, and the meet
inb'S were full of spirituality, the hearts 
being melted with love. 

The friends in Germany were very 
happy because of the letters they had 
received from the friends in England 
and America and are very anxious to 
increase the eorrcspondence. They re
quested us to convey to all the fri ends 
the most gloriolls Abha greetings of love 
and unity. 

Harlan 1<'. Ober. 

8 
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Tabl.,t nl Mr. Remcy' . printed In Germany 

Recent Tablet from Abdul-Baha to Chas. Mason Remey 
Through the faithful soul, Tacreh, the wife of his honor Consul Schwarz, 

Stuttgart, Germany, to his honor, Mr, (Charles Mason) Remey-Unto him 
be the Glory of God, the :Most Glorious! 

He Is God! 
o thou enlightened beloved son! 

Praise be unto God, that thou didst arrive at Leipzig safe and sound; didst 
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see tile brillhmt i/lees of the friends of God, and didst enjoy the spirituality and 
love of the OcrInon friends. Verily, verily, the Gennan frinds are luminous, 
spiritual and heavenly. 'l'hey are sprellding the oneness of humanity, they arc 
in peace with all the nations of the world, and practice love and kindness towards 
all the religions of the world. They are sdf~sacri£icing in the path of the King
dom, and are firm Bud steadfast in the Covenant and 'fcstuUlcnl. Thou art 
unquestionably in the utmost joy and rupture now tilat thou art miugling and 
associating with thOt;e blessed souls. 

It is Illy hope thllt thy present trip will give rise to great rcsulls. Convey 
on my ~hfllf, love and affcetion to all the friends, the servants and the maid. 
scnants of God! 

1;nto thee be the Glory of God! 
(Signed) ADI)l1L-B,\u,\ ABH.\S. 

(Tramiint{'d hy A?izullah S. Bahadlll', August 20, 1920, )[ollnt Carmel, 
Palestine,) 

Recent Tablets to the Bahais of Germany 
'l'ABT.ET TO STUTTGART 

Through his honor l\ga l\lirzlI Azizullah 
Khan Buhadur-Upon him be the 
Glory of God, the Most Oloriolls!
to the fricn<l-; of God !lnd the maid
servants or the Merciful, Htuttgart, 
(Jerman:,-'-t"poll them bt, the Glory 
of God, the 1I10st Oloriou.~! 

1[iss Doril1~, :\Irs. Kusterer, h~r daugh
tel' Tlildu, ~liss ,Julie Stabl('r,. :\Uss Elise 
Stllbler, Miss Elsie Seehalll, her mother 
lind brother, ~Ir, Franz Podlingcr, 1 [r~. 
Hauer and hl'l' family, l\liss Kebelhaek. 
l\lis,'j Raps in Xm'enberg, ) Irs. Rosa 
Rehwarz, Rosehen nnd MI'. Edward 
Sehwal'7., ::\It-. and Mrs, Weigle. Mrs. 
Klntle, und her family, }.lif;." Schnitzler, 
1\11'. Heinz and his Camily, 111'. Orabel' 
and hi!! fumily, i\liss Sehellcrle and her 
si>lters, Mr, Dengit'r, Miss Emelie, 
Mal'lha Stabler, ]\frs, Hlld Mr, Schlug', 
i\1if;8 Sehutz, Mrs, Steidle I1ml hcr [am
ily, 1\[1'. Bcrgheimer, ~lr. and 1111'S. 

Weiland in KarISl"uh(', Mr, Hirhurd 
Kohler and his mother, Ml'. 11ax Render 
lind brtrothcd, ).Iiss lIerther Dorin(!, 
Mr. and :\frs. Kurt Doring, Mrs. Simon 
and her family in TTamburg, )frs, Haus
mann, :\lis." Schuler and )liAA Alma 
Knobloch. 

TIe l.! God! 

o ye real Cri('nd.s oC Abdul-Bahn! 

The letter of l\1i!';g Doring wa.~ 
pen18ed. Praise be to God, it hud the 
glad-tidings of your firmuess and stead
fastness; of your attraction to the di
vine breathings and enkindlemellt with 
the fire of the love of God, Prni~e be 
10 God, that ye are all brilliant eun
dies and trees of the Paradi8C of Abha. 

Abdul-Baha feels great attachment to 
the Stuttgul"l friends. llis nost.-ils nre 
perfumed with the fragrnnre oC tho!<e 
tlO"'crs and his heart is cxceedingly dc· 
lighted with the lu~er of those blessf'd 
souls. Therefore it is eertnin that the 
teachings of the ::\Iost High, B.\u.A'o
'1.1 .... \H, will, in that rcgion and country, 
spreau to the utmost and souls from 
Gel'lllull:'-' will like unto the candles en
kindle alld rndiate strenming heams in 
all directions, 

Therefore I am giving re the glad
tidin!!s that tlle glance of favo r i~ di
rected upon ye, and tIle rays of 1he 
Sun of Reality Arc the adornment of 
yoU!' hearts. There is no confirmation 
grf'atcr thal1 this, This is becau8e the 
distasteful smell of violation has not, 
up to this time, reached that blessed 
regioll. 

Some Persian enemies, howevcr, from 
the followers of Yahya (Azel) are in the 
region of Rerlin, who in various under. 
hand ways arc strh'ing to penetrate into 
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the community of the friends and de
posit like unto the snake their poison 
and give fal'lc impressions. Ye should 
be 'very watchful of this, not admitting' 
these souis in your meetings and assem
blies. 

.Everyone who has in his hand a Jet
teI' of permis.'!ion to associate with the 
fric-nds, written and signed by Abdul
Baha, yc ma~' associate with him, else ye 
shoulU avoid and abstain. ~o individual 
of ~'e is permitted to associate with tlil'lll 
hecause the diseases of the spirit al'!' like 
unto thl' di>;eascs of the body and like 
unt.o plague, cholera and cancel' will 
infest. 

Yc should be in the utmost union and 
harmony with the formal community 
of the friends, tlmt is the" Bahai Bund" 
and communicate with it with love so 
that in Germany there may exist but 
one ardor, olle feeling, olle attachment 
and union in order that this may pene
trate throughout the world_ 

• 
Upon thee be Baha-EI AblHl! 
(Siglll!d) ABDUL-BM!A AHB,\S. 

('rranslated by Mirza Azizullah S. 
Balladur, April 9, 1920, Haifa, Palestine. 
Received by )fMl. Consul Schwarz.) 

'l'Aln~ET TO ALMA KNonLOCII 
Through Aga :Mirza Azizullah Khan 

BlIhadur-Upon him be the Glory of 
God, the Most Glorious !-to the maid
servant of God, Miss Alma Knobloch, 
Stuttg-art, Germany-Upon her be 
the Glory of God, the Most Glorious! 

lIe I s God! 
o thou maid-servant of the Kingdom of 
God! 

Thy lettel' has becn received. Its COll

tents indicated that thou didst desire to 
go to Leipzig so that thou mightcst 
spread the divine breath there, but there 
appeared some obstacle. Now no obsta
cle hath remained. 

Bcfore going to America thou shouldst 
busy thyself with the service so that 
the love of God in Leipzig may effer
vesce with enthusiasm. 

Convey my utmost affection and love 
to the maid-servant :\liss Schutz, Mr. 
Hugo Bender and his wife, Mr. Franz 
Pocllinger and his brother, Miss Alma 
Kebelhack, ]\fiss Elsie Sccbald, Miss 
Doring and !llisses Stabler. 

I beseech tIle :Most High RUI.\'O·L1.AH 

that through 1Iis grace, He may endear 
these souls both in this world and that 
of the Kingdom, so tllat they may be
come the emblems of guidance. 

Upon thee be Baha-El~Abha! 
(Signed) ASDUI,..B.UIA .dBB.\S. 

(Tl'anslated by )Tirza A7.izullah S. 
Bahadnr, Janual'Y 30, 1[120, lIaifa, Pal
estine. ) 

TABLET TO }-'A~~Y KNOBLOCH 
Thruugh )11'. Hannen-Upon him be the 

Glory of God, the )[ost Glorious I-to 
the maid-scnant of God, Fanny 
Knobloch, "~ashington, D. C.-Upon 
her be the Glory of God, the ~I\fost 
Glorious! 

H e h God! 

o thou, thc loved maid-scl'vant of God! 
Ye are three sisters. Pl'aise be to 

God, all three are of the Kingdom, 
and are godly and luminous. Alma 
Knobloch raiscd the :Banner of Guid
ance in Germany and was lInusually 
confil'med. Pauline Hannen is, day and 
night, busy with self-sacrifice, and thou 
also hast no ease, but with heart and 
soul art striving to render some service 
to the Kingdom of God. 

These threc sisters are really brilliant 
lind spiritual, godly and divine. 1 mil 
plellsed with all three and supplicate to 
the Threshold of the Lord of Hosh. to 
bestow assistance and favol' upon ye. 

I replied by telegraphic message. It 
has of course reached thee. 

Convey utmost love and heav<lnly re
lationship on my behalf to thy sister 
and to Mr. Hannen. 

Upon thee be Baha-El-Abha! 
(Signed) ABDUl ... llAIlA ABBAS. 

(Translated January 23, 1920, by 
Mirza Azizullah S. Bahadur.) 



232 STAR OF THE WES7' 

Tablets from Abdul-Baha to Bahais in America 
IJOUISE SMlTII 

To the maid-servant of God, Mrs. Louise 
Smith, Cleveland, Ohio-Upon her be 
BAHA 'O'LLAII EI-Abha 1 

He Is God! 
o t.hou daughter of the Kingdom! 

Two lC'tters have been received from 
thee. Thou hast a highly praiseworthy 
wish Rnd that is service to the Kingdom 
of God, service to the oneness of the 
world of humanity, the training of chil
dren at the home of Mrs. Kibby and the 
promotion of the question of the Mash
rekol.Azkar. All these intentions arc ac
ceptable at the Threshold of the Al
mighty, I therefore pray God that thou 
mayest be confirmed in service, so that 
these children may be trained by n. di
vine education and may each become 
aware of the inner realities and signifi
cances. 

Convey, on my behalf, to the friends 
in Cleveland, longing greeting. I hope 
that the Jove of God may become the 
cause of their union and harmony and 
the power of the Covenant may do aWay 
with this difference. Today, no powcr 
can do away with this difference &ave 
the power of the Covenant of the 
Blessed Bcauty, for a specially ap
pointed Center has been appointed by 
the Supremc Pen to which all differ
ences must be submitted and whieh set
tles aU differences. Whatever hc says 
is right, for, in accordanc with the ex
plicit command, all are ordered to tum 
their faces toward that Center, and he 
is the expounder of the Book. Thus it 
is made cvident and manifest that the 
power of the Covenant is the power 
which solves all difficulties. 

Convey on my behalf the utmost love 
and kindness to the maid-servants of 
God, Mrs. Potter, Miss Williams, Miss 
Fanchon and Miss Brandeau. 

Upon thee be Baha-EI-.Abha! 

(Signed) ABDUL-BAHA ABBAS. 

(Translated by Shoghi Rabbani, 
ITaifa, Palestinc, August 2, 1919.) 

MIRZA AHAIAD SOHRAll 
Through ]\fl'. Roy C. Wilhelm, New York 

City-Upon him be B.\HA 'O'LLAH El
Abha!-lO Mirza Ahmad Sohrab
Upon him be BAnA'O'u...UI EI-Abha! 

TIe Is God! 
o thou servant of the noly Threshold! 

Thy cablegram was reccived, and im· 
mediately a cablegram of congratula
tion and felicitation wns sent. Un
doubtedly it has reaClled thce. This 
ncws became conducivc to exceeding re
joicing. It is strongly hoped from the 
favor of the Blessed Perfection that it 
may be consumma.tcd in the most per
fect manner. Rest thou assured that 
thcre will arise DO obstacle and DO im
pediment. Givc thou importance to this 
matter, and manifest thou magnanimity 
in its regard. 

In all those regions exercise thou the 
utmost vigilance and caution~o that 
nostrils may be protected from the evil 
odor, and eternal death may not creep 
over souls. Give thou importance to 
this fundamcutal principle; for, if a 
thousand able-bodied, healthy souls, with 
utmost freshness and elegance, associate 
with a sick col1Sumptive the health of 
those thousnnd souls will not affect the 
consumptive, but the illness of that con-
8umptive will he communicated in a 
short time to those healthy bodies. 
Therefore, do thou protect the souls as 
far ns thou art able. Send away the 
sickly looking consumptive. There is no 
other recourse. According to the texts 
of the Sacred Verses, one must refrain 
from associating with the wicked. . . 

Upon thee bc Baha...EI-Abha! 
(Signed) ABDUL-BABA ABBAS. 

(Translated by Mirza. Ahmad 80hr8b, 
Denver, Colo., February 12, 1920.) 
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His H oliness Abdul-Baha 
From The Bahai Proofs, by :MIRZA ABUlrFAZL. 

A S to the birth and life of IIis IToli-
ness, ABD{;lrBAIIA-Olorified is his 

Name !- he was born, in Teheran, on the 
5th day of the month Jamadi-ul-Aval, 
1260 A. H . (:May 23d, 1844 ), the same 
day in which the "First Point" ( the 
Rrn)-Exalted is his Supreme Name t
had declared himself. He was reared in 
that city under the training of BAHA'o'
LLAn. 'rhe author has hcard from his 
own blessed lips, as well as from lUany 
others, that he very often suffered perse
cution and execrations, while yet a child, 
from the fanatics of 'feheran, during the 
disasters which followed the appearance 
of the B,\B. 'Vhcn BAIIA'O'LL\1I was 
in chains in the prison of 'l'eheran, 
ABDUL-BAllA visited him. During the 
time BAllA'O'LLAIl resided at Baghdad 
by command of the Persian Govern
mellt, 1269 A. II. (1852-1853 ) , His Holi
ness, AnDL"L-BAIlA, was in his servICc 
and constantly in his presence. 

Although he had not studied in any 
school, Yl't, from his youth, fountains of 
knowledge flowed in Ilis £In(',.nt explana
tions. The first trace. which emanated 
from his Holy Being in the world of 
knowledge 'ms the treatise he wrote in 
his early youth at Baghdad. This was a 
commentary upon tile holy tradition:
" I was an invisible Treasury; as I loved 
to be known , therefore I created men to 
know Me." H e wrote this commentary 
in answer to thc request of one of the 
Pashas. The author was present at a 
meeting, when some one asked H aji
Seyd-Jawad Taba-Tabay of Kerbcla con
cerning the life of BAUA'O 'LLAH. The 
great Scyd answered :- "That holy 
being must bc a shining Light whose 

great son hath written such a treatise 
during his childhood." By this the 
learned Seyd meant that while it is im
possible even for a scholar to show forth 
such great knowledge, how much more 
impossible would it be for a person to 
write such a treatise in his childhood 
without having studied. 'fhercfore, such 
knowledge is heavenly and not earthly ; 
it is Divine wisdom, not human, and it 
owes its origin to the ITaly Spirit of God. 

Thus, even in his childhood, the signs 
of grandeur and dignity were manifest 
from his brow and he showed forth phe
nomenal intelligence !Ind wisdom. His 
wonderful speech in explaining abstruse 
poiuts astonished men of intelligence, 
and his marvelous eloquence everywhere 
attracted hearts and souls. ilis acute 
judgment was a brilliant lamp in eluci
dating intricate obscurities and his pene
trative discernment in managing and de
ciding different affairs improved the 
condition of young and old. He was the 
companion of BAHA 'O'LLMI and th e 
sharer of his afflictions during his suc
cessive banishments from :Baghdad to 
Constantinople, thence to Adrianopie, 
and finally to Acca. All the people of 
Bahii resorted to him in their difficulties 
and obeyed his decision. More especially 
during the twenty-four years of BAIIA
'O'LLAH'S rcsidence at Aeca, the trou
bles of ABDUT.rBAIIA were so great that 
no one but himself could have endured 
such calamiti('s. The very fact that 
Acea was a place of exile for Turkis·h 
suspects and prisoners, meriting the 
name" Great Prison, " given to it by the 
Supreme Pen, is 8 suffiejent testimony 
of the tribulations and vicissitudes which 
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ABDUL-B.ul,\ has suffered. For, as we 
have formerly rtmarkcd, BARA'O'LLAB, 
during his residence at Acea, would not, 
as a rule, converse with any save the 
Bahiiis. unless some one especially asked 
pcrwh;.<;ion to visit him. I1is lIoliness 
.AnoeL-BAH.\, however, held iutereourse 
with all the men of dilIerent religions, 
aims, tastes, characters, and degrees, and 
each one would submit to him his indi
yjdual wishes. Consequently, different 
classes liud nationalities of )Ioslems, 
Christians, Hahiiis, Arabs and Turks, as 
well as Persians belonging to the go\'
cming lind lellrned classcfI,-likewisc 
great merchants and people of the lowel' 
ordel~,-visitec1 Ilim from curly morning' 
until midnight. Some of them sou~ht 
his presence for the benefit of his spirit
uul explanation; othCl1l for their per
sOllal aff'ilirs and requests. Anyone in
formcd upon the IlIli1Illers of oriental 
governmcuts, find thoroughly acquainted 
"'--llh the conditions of the inhabitants of 
those ('otllltries, will realize thc f!l'cat 
difficulties which surrounded that hoI)' 
being, lIe, under all eirculllstallOOi, 
would receive the pcople with a checrful 
face, and endeavor as far I'IS possible to 
grant their wishes and assist them, 
Even in the present day, His Holiness 
is the re!Klrt of the peopl e of that land, 
and all refer their wish('l'I and hopes to 
him, H e is a physician to every imalid, 
a sJlelt('l' to every exilc, a refuge to every 
seckel' for help, and a dispeller of sor
row to every grieved souL As God 
know~ alld witnesses, the author, during 
the ten mouths he stayed as guest in his 
beneficent shelter, can testify that even 
those fettered in the jail and deprived 
of seeing the daylight, :r:eeeived bis bene
fits and favors ; and exiles forsaken in 
the celis of oblivion were visited by him, 
These exc'ellent characteristics were in
born in him, and no oue can show forth 
S1}ch virtues through imitation or pre
tence. Even the grentest men in the 
world could not manifest their like. 
'I'here is an old proverb:-"Nothing 
manufactured is like unto the natural." 

AnOGL-EAnA WI18 named ).Iirza·Abbas 

after his grandfather, but subsequent tl) 
their arrival at Baghdad, he was called 
" His Holiness, the Master." Alter th .. 
declaration of the Blessed Perfection 
[8A RA 'O'LL.-I.H ] . he was given several 
lofty titles by him, sueh as "Sir ' Ullah " 
p [ystery of Ood ) , "Ohusn 'U11ah 'E I 
A'zam " (Greatest Branch of God ). Bf 
these titles he wns addressed vcrbally 
and in writing by R\I1A ' O'LLAII and all 
the believers. 

In the earlier days of BAIL\'O",L,\H·lS; 

declaration, tbe blessed Book of Akda. 
\\-as revealed. This is considered tho 
grcntC!->t Book of the Bahiiis, and con
tains all the Divine Laws and Ordi
nances, 'I'he following irrefutable com· 
Illand was revcaled therein:-

"When the sea of (My) meetinC' 
sinks, and the book of the Origin is 
achieved to the end, turn ye your iae('!
to ' TTc who is desired by God,' the 001 
who is extended from this Aueielit 
Root_" Likewise it is recorded in an
other part of the Sl.Ulle nook:-" When 
the Kightingale ooareth from the grov, 
of praise, and repaireth to the furthe r· 
most concealed destination, rcIer y~ 

that which you understand not in tb. 
Book, to the Branch extended from thi 
Firm Root." 

Thus all the people of Ballii. were in, 
formed of the One who would be thl 
"Center of the Cause of God" and their 
resource, after the disappearance of tb,· 
Sun of Truth and the departure of thl 
Beauty of Oneness, Thus they han 
hope in und rely upon this provid{,ll('f 
shown forth by God, the Exulted, t, 
them, They recognize in ASDUL-D.\BA. 

the expounder of the Divine Book Hnd 
the soh"er of the intricate points of thf 
ITeayenly Revelation; whose decision i~ 

conclusive; through whose explanation 
every discord and divergence is re
movoo, and the seekers arc brought to 
perfect realization, accord and affinity, 
They thank and praise God, the Exalted, 
and manifest the utmost joy and happi. 
ness at his appointing the resort or 
the Cause of God, 

To the people of Faith, the clear ap-
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pointment of the Center of the Cause, 
after the departure of the Manifesta
tion, is considered the most important 
point in religious matters, 8S it is the 
greatest channel which connects the 
servants of God with Holy and Divine 
Truth. For it is only through his ex
planation and decision that all discord is 
removed. Consequently the Bnbiiis up
preciate the determining of the "Ap
pointed Center" as the greatest of the 
Divine Providcnccs, and account his 
blessed being 8.8 an impregnable fort
ress which protects the Divine Religion 
from the doubts of the sceptic and fan
ciful imaginations of men. They were 
all sure and COllvinced that the purpose 
of God, the Exalted, in these two blessed 
ver~s, has been no other than TIis H 0-
liness, ABD1,;L-B.\HA j for, fl})art from the 
Divine signs that werc manifest in him, 
DAHA'O'l.LAU clearly and implicitly, 
vcrbally and in writing, directed all of 
his servants to the blessed person of 
ABoUL-R\..DA, and, under all circum
stances, clcarly showed that he was far 
distinguishcd above others, in order that 
all the sen'ants should look unto him 
alone, and follow his commands. But 
notwithstanding all this, as DAnA
'O'LL.\U foresaw, that when his beauty 
of Oneness was concealed undcr the 
veils of disappearance, the people of de
!:lire, through jealousy, would hold to 
IlTOundlcss doubts and suspicions, and, 
disrcgarding the prohibition to interpret 
the Book, would divert the real meaning 
of the two verses above quoted, away 
(rom the "Appointed Center." He , 
therefore, prior to his departure, re
vealed the blessed Kilab-el' A 'JLd (Book 
of the Covenant, the Will of BAllA '0'
LLAH ) . This he ""ote, and scaled it 
with his own blessed hand and seal, in 
order t.hat the darkness of discord might 
not again obseure the brilliant horizon 
of the Cause of God, and the enlamitics 
and disasters which af8icted other re
ligions might not overtake this move
ment. In this Book (IJis Covenant) 
he clearly indicatcd that the purpose of 
the" Branch extended from the Ancient 

Root," revealed in the blessed verse of 
.t.1kdas, was the Center of the Circle of 
~ames, the Exalted Dranch of the 
Blessed Tree of AIHI,\, Tl is H oliness, 
ABoUl,..BAIIA. Then he, for the second 
time, enjoined, through an unchangeable 
and irrefutable command, all his 
"branches," ., twigs, " " relatives" and 
the people of BaM without exccption, to 
look unto that dawning-place of Divine 
Light, and to know him as the source 
and origin of the commands and pro· 
hibitiollS oi thc Heavenly Religion. ITe 
desired, by this clear elucidation, to 
counteract the imaginations of the igno
rant, extinguish the world-consuming 
flame of the jealousy lind hatred of peo
ple of error, nnd guard the Di.vine Re
ligion from divisions and sects which 
are, according to the judgment of com
mOll-sense and the clear texts of the 
holy Tablets of God, the most deplor
ablc for religion and Immunity. By this 
he sought to preserve the Divinc Word 
from human doubts, suspicions and ar
tifices. 

But alas! All these clear texts of 
God, commanding people to turn to tbe 
day-spri.ng of the Light of the Cove
nant, did not check the evil thoughts of 
the people of discord j and his repeated 
exhortations and advices did not soften 
the hard hearts of the men of hostility, 
nor prevent them from ruinous di.scords 
and divisions, for when, in :1Iay, 1892 
A. D. (2Jld Zul-Ka'da, 1309 A. H.), 
BAHA'O'LL,\ U ascended to nis ~rost Holy 
Station, and nine days after his depar
ture, the Book of the Covenant of God 
was chanted in the Holy Tomb in the 
assembly of bdicvers, the gloom of ani
mosity and disappointment became in
stantly manifest upon the faces of those 
who had gronndless pride and dC:!3ire for 
leadership, and who sought to raisc dis
cord and contradiction. On thc other 
hand, chccrfulness and joy were mani
fest in the shining faces of those who 
had no desire but that of seeking the 
Truth and telling thc Truth. Some were 
seated upon the right hand of certainty, 
firmness and steadfastncss in the solid 
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Covenant of God, Bnd some stood upon 
the left hand of unilappincs.", in 
their impossible desire and erroneous 
thoughts. '1'he former became distin
guished for their firmness and inflex
ibility j noted for the effectiveness of 
their word; their good name and suc
cess in assisting the Cause, while the 
latter were distinguished by their insta
bility, degradation and shame. }i'rom 
that day, the thorn of violating the Cov
enallt of God grew in the Garden of 
the Bahai community and the signs of 
senseless hatred and hostility proceeded 
from a limited number of persons who 
are known as tJle "nakazcen" (viola tors 
of tlle Covenant). . . . 

.Although these people who violated 
the Covenant received, during the life 
of BAH_\'O'U ... HI and aiter his depar
ture, every kinc.1ncs'<; and favor from His 
1I0liness, AODm .... BA.UA, who considered 
their welfare and prosperity before his 
own !,IIld that of the faithful believers, 
yet, on account of jealousy and selfish
ness, they violated the Canse of Ood. 
Thus came to pas'! that which was proph
esied by the prophets especially Christ 
-concerning the people of the right 
hand and the people of tile left hand; 

THE WEST 

aud each will rcceiye the reward of his 
deeds according to the justice of God. 
Two importullt points increased the 
flilme of the fire of jealollsy in the hearts 
of these nakazeen, whose Dumber docs 
not exceed thirty. One was that thc 
Bahais of all countries refused to accept 
the seditious books and pamphlets for
warded to them by thc nakazcen. Ac
cording to the command of BAnA 'O'LLAU 
they unanimously determined not to pay 
any atteution to thpsc intrigues and 
temptations, bnt took shelter, with the 
utmost union und harmony, \lIlder the 
banner of the- Center of the Covenant. 
Another point was that during n short 
space of time the Cause of God becamc 
far more widely spread thun before, 
through the fluent pen and brilliant ex
planations of ABDUL-BAII.\; so the num
ber of the Bahais became enormously 
multiplied since the dcparture of DAH,\

'O'LL.\il. 'rbe fame of the dawning
place of the Light of the Coveuunt 
spread throughout all regions, and hili 
holy Tablets became scattered as rose
petals throughout all countries. His 
great name filled the world with awe 
and th(' renown of his glorious deeds 
retlrhed all in the East and West. 

Abdul-Baha's Supplication and Declaration of His Servitude 
HtJ Is God! 

M Y God, my God! I ask thee to for. 
give everything savc my servitude 

to Thy Supreme Threshold, and I de· 
clare myscH innocent of any announce
ment or praise save my adoration iu 
Thy Merciful Presence. I isolate myseJi 
from every garment save that of hu
miliation and contrition or my evanes
cence to Thy Lordly Onencss. I flee 
from every station save the arrival to 
the Court of Thy Lordly Evcrlasting
ness. By Thy Power, verily, the sweet
ness of servitude is the food of my 
spirit, ,,:ith the fragrance of servitude 
my breast will be dilated, my bcing will 
be refreshed, my mind will be quick
ened, my heart will be dclighted, my 

eyes cleansed, my nostrils will be PCI'· 

fumed, and in it the healing of my dis
ease, thc allaying of my burning thirst, 
the soothing of my pain. 

Immerse me, 0 my God, ill this most 
bounteous, rolling ocean, give me to 
drink of this sweet, abundant water, 
causc me to enter this gateway of right.
eousness, ordain me for this praisewor
thy station, cause me to obtain this cup 
which is over-flowing with the pouring 
water, light in the crystal of my hcart 
this lamp which is giving forth its 
illuminating, brilliant radiance and 
strengthen me for the service of Thy 
Cause, 0 my Lord, the Forgiver! Ac
('cpt my servitude in the Court of Thy 
Holy Oneness, 0 Thou, the 'Manifestor 
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of MotllJt Sinai! J\ssi!lt me to abide in 
its cOl1ditions, 0 Tholl, the Authority of 
Manifestation. Aid me to assist 'I'by 
Cause in the eastern and westerll parts 
of the earth, 0 1'hou, the Possessor of 
the Day of Resurrection. I ask Thee, 
by Thy written Book, dispersed writ· 
iugs; by Thy Hidden Mystery, and Thy 
deCended allusions, to cause me to be 
finn to Thy servitude, 0 my Lord, the 
Forgiver! Verily, Thou urt the Power
ful, above what Thou ,vishcst, and VCl'

ily, ThOll are the Merciful and )orost 
Compassionate! 

o thou who art calling by the Testa
ment, in the Pivot of the horizons 1 

This servant, according to the clear 
stat{'mcllts in Kitab-f!.l-Akdas, and the 
unambiguous texts of the Kilab-cl-Ahd, 
is the Commentator, und the Expiuiner 
of the texts of God. All the faithful ones, 
who arc assured and firm in the Testa
ll1ent and Covenant of God, must neither 
overreach the eleor explanation of this 
servant, nor the unambiguous inter
pretation of this Rla\·e. If anyone over
l'enehes, he follows his own supposi. 

tion~. This scI·vant gives the renl mean
ing, and the meaning of the real also. 
'fhe Mystery of mysteries of the texts, 
words and lines, is servitude to the Holy 
Presence of the Beauty of Abba, and 
effacement, evanescence and perfect dis
persion before the Blessed Threshold. 
This is my brilliant diadem, and my 
glorious crown. W"ith this 1 will be 
glorious in the l:Ieavelllr Kingdom, and 
the earthly. And with it, I will vie with 
the beauty among the nearest ones to 
God, and no one is allowed to interpret 
other than this, and this is the perspiell
ous truth. 

a thon, who are proclaiming the men
tioning of God! The indicated Commen
tator is the Interpreter of the \Vords, 
and this scrvant is aside from praise, 
qualities, namcs, characteristics, virtues, 
peculiarities, eUlogies and honol'S ; but 
my name, being, reality and personality 
are servitude to the Beauty of Abha, and 
I am not worthy to be considered as hav
ing the shadow of arising. As the 'Man
ifestation ( BAlIA'0 'LLA11) said. "Plant 
this Branch in the ground of the hearts, 
and make it holy from shadow and 
ari"iu'l"." 

Some Important Commands from The Center 
of The Covenant 

EXCERPTS from some instruetions 
given by Abdul-Baha to several 

friends in America, July, 1912, which 
te('eived his personal signature: 

"If a soul shall utter a word without 
the sanction of the Covelmnt, he is not 
firm. DAllA'O'LLAH appointed a Cove· 
nant to ward off dissensions; so that no 
one ean have his own opinions j SO that 
the Center can be referred to. There 
were dissensions in the time of Christ 
because there was no Center. This is the 
reality of the question." 

"Wbatever the Centet· of the Covenant 
says is correct. Ko onc should speak II. 

word of himself. BAMA 'O'LL."-H has 
eaUed down the vengeance of God upon 

anyone who violates the Covenant. Be
ware! Beware! Lest ye be shaken! 
Remain finn even if the people of heaven 
try to shake you. Fi1'1nntss in. the Cov
etUmt is flQt mere words. The eommand 
is explicit." 

(Signed by AsnuL-DAllA ) 
"The Point to which all eyes should 

turn is One. All eyes must turn their 
attention to the Center of the Covenant 
while the presence of the Covenant is 
umong us. No other should have any 
existence. All others save the Center of 
the Covenant nre equal." 

(Signed by AnnuL-BAH A) 
In a talk given by AnnUL-BAllA in Los 

Angeles, Oct. 19th, 1912, he said: 
(Conlinutd on pagt 1601 



STAR OF THE WEST 
TABLET FROM ABDUJ....BAHA 

o thou SUE 01' THE W!:STI 

Be thou happy! Be thou happy I Should,! thou conti nue to remain firm and eternal, ere 
long thou shalt become the Star of the East and shalt spread in every country and clime. 
Thou aft the fint paper of the Bahai. which is orgaDized in the country of America. Al
Ihough for the present thy subscribers art limited. thy form is small and thy voice weak. yd 
shouldsl thou stand unshakable, become the object of the attention of the friends and the 
center of the generosity of the leaders o f the faith who arc fi rm in the Covenant, in the fu
ture tby subscribers will become hosts after hosts like unto the waves of the sea; thy volume 
will increase, thy arena will become vast and spacious and thv voice and fame wi\[ be raised 
and become world-wide-and at last thou shalt become the first paper of the world of human
Ib"_ Yet all t bese depend upon j!:rmneu )'frmneu, "rmnell' 

(Sig ntd) ABDUL-nARA ABBAS. 

T ABLET FROM A..BDUlrBAHA 
o ye apostles of BAu ... ·o·lJ.,Au-May my life be a ransom to you I 

. . . . Similarly, the Magazine, the ST .... 0' TIlE WEST, must be edited in the utmOlt 
regularity, but its contents must be the promulgator of the Cause of God-so that both in the 
East and tbe West they may become informed of the most important events. 

(Signtd) ABDUL-B ... H ... ADu. 

STAR OF THE WEST FOUNDATION 
Norlhtru lt 'n Stalts: HOOPER HAJUlls. West,r" Slalts: HP;U;N S. GooD ... LL. 

Soutllern S talt.r: Dominion 0/ Canada: M,\y M ... XWELL. 

Vol. 

C,nlrol Stalu: AlBERT Y"IL. CAn ScnuruL 
Editorial Slaff: AUlDtT R WINOUST-GU.T1I:UDE BUIKI:U ... -DIl. Zl,\ M. B"GO"'OI 

Hono rary },t,mber: MIlIZA Allu ... o SORRAB 

"This, like unto a magnetic power, will attract 
Abdul-Baha to America" 

TABLET TO MR. AND hmS. HOWARD :'.tAC )ilUTT 

To their honors 1\[r. and Mrs. Howard )(a.eNutt. 'RrookJyn, ~. Y.-Cpon them 
be B.\nA'O'LLAn EI-Abha! 

He. Is God! 

o ye lwo blessed souls! 

Your letter was received. Praisc be to God! ye arc glad, yc are full of joy 
and fragrancc, und arc snfe and protected under the shelter of the Mel'ciful One. 
Today those who are finn in the Covenant arc soaring by the Bouuties of the 
Holy Spirit in lofty regions, while the wa\'eriug ones are depressed, dejl'eted 
and uffiieted with a thousand puins and ca lamiti es. This is because the confir
mations of the Abha Kingdom hn\'C been cut off from them. They have be<,n 
deprived of the L ight of the Sun of Truth and have had no shure from the 
breezes of the lIoly Spirit. They resemble those souls who arose to agitate the 
minds of men ufter the time of Christ. Each 011C, by every subtle mean.'!, 
gathered around himself a group of souls, but all were eventually led to fnec 
disllppointment, loss and failure. This was beeausc the resuJt of their prin
ciples was like lIIlto a tree destitute of roots, or like the oeenn foam. A rootless 
tree, no matter how tall and hurdy it mny seem, will ultimately wither away, 
and the ocean foam, however Cormidable it may appear, shall at lust V811ish 
and disaPPclIr. 

Arius:, the patriarch at Constantinople, gathered around himself a million 
und a half followers. ITe evcn secured the adherence of the EmpCI'or, but ns 



STAR OF THE WEST 241 

his basis was not secure, he vanished and was exterminated. What then will 
the violators do who are only a small number of feeble and insignificant souls! 
For thirty years they have endeavored and at last they succeeded in drawing 
around them a few thoughtless persons and some unbalanced and undignified 
women. Soon ye shall see that even this small group ",ill scaUer. 

How strange it is in America! When I went to Green-Acre, I saw an 
idolatrous East Indian, insignificant, unpleasant and offensive in appearance
whom even animals would avoid j he had gathered around himself a group of 
people, had chosen a distant tree, and every morning before sunrise would run 
and hasten barefooted toward it, accompanied by a number of women. They 
would ,'each it tired and exhausted, and there would fall upon the ground a~ 
if they Wer(l worshipping an idol from among the idols of India. After several 
days had elapsed, by subtle methods he begged 11 few dollars from those persons 
and then returned to India. 

In brief, my purpose is to show that whatever call is raised or proclaimed 
in America, a group will doubtless gather around it; while, on the other hand, 
the Oriental Friends (Bahais) arc finn like unto the immovable mountains. 
For thirty years have the violators striven to undermine the Causc, but they 
have failed cven to attract to their side their own kindred and relatives. That 
is why, undoubtedly, in Persia, twenty thousand Bahais have been martyred 
and severe tests have been brought about. Yet, praise be to God! not even a 
single soul among the F'riends wavered. The violators in America do nothing 
but flattcr, seduce and show a love that is insincere. Consider what they did 
to pOOl' Lua (Getsinger) nnd how unfaithful they have been to her! 

In shorl, take into consideration the outcomes and not the beginning. Rvcry 
follower of error mentions the name of Truth, and even the enemies of Christ 
havc declared in the name of God that Christ was a liar and an infidel-thnt 
He destroyed the foundation of honor, that TIe was the breaker of the Sabbath 
day and the associate of immoral persons. Although outwardly this charge 
was upholding the Cause of the Old Testament, and took into consideration the 
Religion of God, yet the underlying purposo was nothing but to overthrow the 
Divine Structure and to debase the exalted Christ. Although on the surface 
they seemed to defend the Cause of God, yet inwardly their purpose was 
manifest error. 

Finally, ye know how considerate I have been with some souls-how much 
love aud kindness I have shown them and at last found. out that the Cause of 
God would be disgraced. I refused the three thousand pounds which yc gathered 
for the expense of my travel to America, and during my sojourn in that land 
did not accept anything from any person. Then I saw that secretly and for 
varied motives, unworthy actions were being manife."ted. Considcr my feel
ings! My purpose was to demonstrate the independence and contentment of 
the Servants of God. Ye know that I did not accept anything from any person 
and acted in accordance with the admonition of Christ, who said that when
ever ye leave a city, shake off even its dust from your shoes. Notwithstanding 
that unworthy behavior, I was still patient. All were my guests. I daily paid 
their expenses, showed them the utmost loving consideration and then paid 
fully to all of them their entire expenses. Up to the prescnt time, after all 
this assistance and love, this has been my reward. 'Vhat will be the recompense 
of those who have not shown this love and consideration' 

Tn brief :-The Covenant is like unto the ocean 
Unity, and tllCSC souls fire like unto the foam upon it. 

",hi('h preserves Bahai 
They manifest a tem-
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110!'arl' acti\·ity. but soon, like unto Juuns Iscariot and his associates and those 
who approved of his conduct, they sllllll be completely forgotten. The ocean 
of the Covenant, on the other hand, is eternally surging, for it preserves Bahai 
Unity. 

At present urise ye wilh all your pow('r to promulgate the Covenant and 
expound tlw .. <re matters to those who are weak And feeble and tell them that 
comml1lliti('S aiter Christ have opposed this clear and explicit declaration when 
He said to Peter: "Thou lIrt the rock and upon this rock I shall build My 
Temple," und IlllVC thus bC(,1l wholly deprived of the breaths of the Hol:-' 
Spirit and have been mined Ilnd exterminated. 

Today, the Lord of Hosts is !hI' defender of the Covenant, the forces of 
the Kingdom protect it, hellvenly souls tcudrr their services, and heavenly 
angels promulgate and spread it broadcast. If it is considered with insight, 
it will be seen that ull the forces of the Universe, in the last analysis serve the 
Covenant. In the future it shall be made evident and manifest. In view of 
this fart, what ran these weak and feeble souls achieve' lIardy plants that 
arc destitute of roots and nrc deprived of the outpourings of the cloud of mercy 
will not last. What then may be expected from the young weeds 7 

Consider what n commotion the Theosophists have produced in Europe 
and America. At present their inRuencc is waning, for their foundation was 
not as strong as it should be. What then will the "iolators doT 

'l'ile days I spent as II gucst at yO\ll' home will never be forgotten, for 
through the Divine BcstowalR and the brcnth.<l of the IToly Spirit, Abdul·Baha 
was so stirred that the effect will not pass from memory. I pray God that 
those days may be renewed. ·Striw' as much as yc nre able not to sell that 
hOllse; let it remain permanently a s.ign (or memorial) of yourselves. I often 
think of you and desire that you become a hotly enkindled flame, bestowing 
heat and light upon the surrounding r('gions. Not until the power of heat is 
intensified in the body of man, will growth and dc\'clopment take place as they 
should, 

I supplicate and entreat to the Abha Kingdom and beg again for ye a 
fresh coutinnation. I beseech for Mr. Mac~utt the fluency of Peter and the 
eloquence of Paul. 

Conv('y on my behalf the utmost lOve and kindness to the two respected 
souls, Victor Han'ell and Roy ITerrick. My hope is that they may be con
firmed in service to the Kingdom of God and may secure every day a new 
power. 

Upon ye be Baha-EI-Abha! 
(Signed) ABDUL-BAllA ABBAS. 

P. S.-Thy last letter, dated Jnly 21st, 1919, has been received. It im· 
parted the glad tidinl?S of the promulgation of the Word of God in thO!'C re
gions. For Abdul·Baha no joy and pleasure remain save in the glad tidings 
of the exaltation of the Word of God. Therefore as thou hast written of the 
efforts put forth by the friends for the diffusion of the Divine Fragrance and 
hast mentioned that thy time is confined to raising the Call of the Kingdom 
and COIlRCCrated in service to the Cause of God, this news was considered as 
glad tidings, and my hope is that thou mayest attain remarkable eonfirma-

·TRANSLATION-An (That) KJumeh. (house) tatauallid (as much as ye are 
able ) lIa/rush:id (do not sell ) biguzarid (a1low or let) an. (that) a.'far (a sign) 
az sh1lma. (of yourselves) baqi (permanent) bimand (remain ) . 
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tions and mighty assistance. IIe says that whosoever draws a span Dcarer 
to God, Divine }l'rovidence will approach a meter toward him. Assuredly if 
man rises as he ought to in service to the Kingdom, the Spirit of the Divine 
Kingdom will encompass him. 

Concerning the book about which thou hast written in thy letter :-It is 
highly suitable for thee to write such a book, and if this effort is realized, it 
is highly acceptable. Convey on my behalf to the respected maid·servant of 
God, Mrs. MacNutt, the utmOst love and kindness. If the principle of amity 
and unity, which is one of the principles of His nolincss BAHA 'O'LLAn, is 
str~lllgthened among tbe friends-and if firmness in the Covenant rendcrs the 
breakers of the Covenant hopeless and at a Joss,-this like unto a magnetic 
power will attract Abdul-Baba to America. 

(Translated by Shoghi Rabbani, Behjeh, Acca, Palestine, July 24th, 1919.) 

Some Important Commands from The Center of The Covenant 
(Continued from page 159) 

"That which has come forth from the 
Center of the Covenant you must take 
fast bold of. That which issues from my 
lips and that which is written with my 
pen is the Reality. With this you can 
irrigate the vineyard of God. With this 
you can make the tree of the Cause of 
God booome verdant. Through this the 
Name of the Kingdom of God will be 
spread all over the world. Througb this 
the SUD of Reality will shine. Through 
this the clouds of Mercy will pour down. 
"Thosoever utters a word you must ask: 
'Where is the authority of the Center or 
the Covenant' Show it.' Without this 
you must not listcn to him. If an an~l 
comes down from heaven and has no 
authority from the Center of the Cove
nant, you must require his authority. 
Otherwise the vineyard will become 
withered and dry. This is the reality." 

In New York City, July, 1912, Abdul
Baha said to several believers: "Any 
one quoting me must have authority 
written either with my own hand, or 
Tablets signed with my seal. OUlerwise 
these statements do not belong to me. 
Every instruction, every teaching that I 
desire to spread I will write with my 
own hand. You must know this gener
ally. Never aeecpt any statement with
out my writing which is signed and 
sealed---<lny statement." 

(Signed by ABDUL-DAnA ) 

In Egypt, in August, 1913, ABDm,· 
BAllA stated (Mirza Ahmad Sohrab 
interpreting): "Whcn in America Ire· 
peatedly said that no one must believe 
one word said by another regarding any 
commands. teachings or statements made 
by me unless they can produce the 
same in writing over my signature." 

"This is a Mystery of the Kingdom of Abha" 
•• There is a Power in this Cause, a Mysterious Power, far, far, far away from 

the ken of men and angels; that Invisible Power is the Cause of all these outward 
activities. It moves the hearts. It rends the mountains. It administers the 
complicated affairs of the Cause. It inspires the friends. It dashes into a thou
sand pieees all the forces of opposition. It creates new spiritual worlds. This 
is a Mystery of the Kingdom of Abha." 

(Words of AODUL-BAHA from :Mirza Ahmad Sohrab's diary. ) 
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"\Ve desire but the good of the world and the happiness of the nations; that all nations 

shall become one in faith and all men as brothers; that the bonds of affection and unity be
tween the sons of men shall be strengthened, that diversity of religion shall cease and differ
ences of race be annulled. So it shall be ; these fruitless strifes; these ruinous wars shall 
pass away, and the 'Most Great Peace' shall come."-BAHA'O'U. ... H. 

Vol. II M assa' ull , 76 (December 12, 1920) No. 15 

The Bahai Revelation 
Address· by J~:.N.\B1 F ,\ZEL MAZAXDARANI, delivered at the Third Session of th e 

Bahai Congress, ~ew 'york City, April 27th, 1920. 
Malluchct' Khan, Interpreter. 

T IlETtE is no doubt DUlt there are two 
powers in the world, the power of 

spirituality and the power of material
ity. There is no doubt that the advance
ment of mall is in the world of morality_ 
Man's honor depends upon his soul and 
npon his morality_ If man lacks spir
ituality and morality he is nothing but 
a mere Rllimal and is in common with 
animals. 'fhere is no doubt that man 
needs a te.acher for the education of his 
morality and the education of his soul. 
History proves to us that without 
a teacher for these two phases, moral
ity and soul, and without education, 
man cannot be supreme. 'fhe greatest 
morality in the world is love. Love and 
moralrity are tllC foundations of this 
world. Love in the world of humanity 
is the causc of its salvation. Love and 
unity are the honor and progress of 
this world. I.J()ve and unity arc the 
foundations of its life; love and unity 
arc the cause of man's entrance into the 
Kingdom of God; love and unity are 
the CRuse of eternal life. 

All the Manifestations of God ap
peared in th.is world Ollly that love and 
unity should prevail among mankind. 
'The prophets of the world had no other 
aim except love and unity amongst IlU~ 
mankind. When we look into the heav
enly books we see thc same thing, that 

'" Sec page 182 for J enabi Fazel's 
words of greeting upon his arrival a t 
t he Convention.-The Editors. 

all the aims have been this IHrn and 
nothing else. We sec that in those spir
ilual books and in those Divine books, 
every corruption is forbidden; "We sec 
only inimical passions have been pro
hibited in those Divine books, and they 
have united the people in love and har
mony. 'Then we look into and considcr 
the Divine books, we sec all the aims 
of all the p rophets have been to perfect 
man's morality and to establish love 
and unity among all mankind. They 
have no other aims besides these. 

When we look into the history of 
every religion, we see that in their own 
cycle and in their own time they estab
lished their aims and objectives. You 
know that in their own time tbey did 
good work; that is to say, they estab
lished love and unity as far as it was 
possible in their own time. In the time 
of lIIoses, as much as it was possible in 
that time, and when the time of Jesus 
cam~ as much as it was possible in 
his time. But by and by supersti
tions erept into those pure religions and 
caused dissensions, and some blind imi
tations made it so that the people 
shunned religion. Today we see in 
c....-ery nation that some people run away 
from religion entirely. No sooner do 
yon say a word about religion than they 
run away f rom you and say, "\Ve arc 
not ready to hear anything about re
ligion. " 

Now, let us see why they arc shml
ning Bnd turning away from religion. 
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These people see only the superstitions 
which are among the people but do not 
sec the reality and the significance of 
the reiigiOllSj they see only the misun
derstandings. 'l'hcy See only the blind 
}mltatiollS. Religions arc like mirrors 
which arc covered with dust and their 
brilliance is entirely dull now. The dust 
that ha1$ covered the nurrors is lloth..ing 
but these blind imitations or supersti
tions. It is because of these supersti
tions and ignornnces, which have caused 
dissensions among the religions of the 
world, that they arc inimical to each 
other, and hatred has arisen among' 
them. Oreal wars and bloodshed havt' 
been brought about by these same blind 
imitations. But when we look to sec 
the essential principles of all the re
ligions we see that their aims have been 
one. Jesus had the same aim as )Ioses 
and Abraham and the other prop11ets, 
and they had no other aim and no other 
purpose except love and unity amon~ 
humankind. All theSe differences and 
dissensions were brought about by the 
aforementioned superstitions and men's 
ignorancc. The primary principles are 
unchangeable, but, of course, the sec
ondary principlcs and branches are 
changeable according to the exigencies 
of time. We know that as time passes 
everything is changed; as you say now
adays, everything is changing. The 
laws of commerce and of other transient 
things are ehanb';ng with the exigencies 
of time. The only differences that oc
cur in religions is in the outer and sec
ondary laws, not in the essential prin
ciples. There is nothing import.mt 
about those transient things, they 
change with the exigencics of time. Thc 
point to be considered is the principles 
only. The people of the world do not 
look at the principles and the impor
tant points but they adhere to the tri
fling things, so of course there is dis
sension among them. These differences 
in religions have caused the vcry de-

struction of the whole world. If a wise 
mun peruses the situation of the world 
today, will he deny that in this time 
and cycle thcre is need of unity amott!! 
religions f Can all these differences and 
dissensions remain as they are' ITow 
long should there be ditrerenecs in th e 
world, and when is the perfection of 
the world to comcf 

BAHA ' O ' Ll .. H! 1ms dawned from the 
11Ori7.on of Iiersia, and has established 
laws for the unification of all religion s, 
and he has made the world understand 
that the reality and the principles of 
all rclil,,>ions have been the same. Hc 
has hrougllt to light the foundation of 
all religions, and these principles ha\'c 
been published in his book. They 
are the same things, but with new 
explanations whi.eh lire very effeeti\"e 
and influential, so that tllOSC commands 
renew the world of soul and the world 
of heart. We see that with Divine pow
er he is dispelling those differences. 
This is what we sce with our own eyes. 
·What can be scen with the eyes and 
felt with the heart cannot be denied. 
If a mason claims he can build a 
beuutiful building and he builds it 
right before our eyes, can that be de
nied' Such a fact cannot be denied. 
This is what BAllA'O'LLAll claims. He 
said his aim was to bring unity and 
harmony among humankind. There is 
unity among people who come under 
his standard, and he is pointing 
out to the people the real qualities of 
religion and is dispelling superstition 
and ignorance. TlLis was his declara
tion and claim, and he attained to his 
. 

aIm. 

We have come from the East. Now, 
the East was the centre of fanaticism. 
The people of the East were immersed 
in such superstition and fanaticism that 
they were very inimical to each other; 
they even considered each other as fil
thy and infidels, and they would not 
communicate with cach other, would not 
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talk to each other. They thought it 
praiseworthy to murder each other, and 
not only did they think this action 
prahwworthy but they thought if t.hey 
murdered one of their friends they 
wonld be nearer to God! 

There were many followers of this 
belief in Persia, that is, those who 
tJlOught t1Hlt if they should kill each 
other they would be nearer to God. 
This was not according to the TIoly 
Book at all. 'rhe Holy Book invited 
the people to love and harmony, while 
all of thil> emanated fmm superstition 
and ignorance. But since the manifes
tation of B.\IIA 'O'LLAH, people of dif
ferent rcligiollfl and different nations 
have entered under its banner, HIld they 
JIGW manifest the utmost lo\'c and unity 
towards each other. 

For instance, the Jews were very 
superstitious i\lld very fanatical. Til 
1he time of Chl-ist they did not believe 
in Christ ana they did not acrept Christ, 
hut now hundrcds and hundreds of them 
have entered under thi .. standard; and 
also tIle other older nations that did not 
helieyc in any of the new religiollS_ 
"'hen yOIl enter onc of the Bahai meet
ings, rou see men from diffel-ent races 
<md from different nations_ You cal'-
1101 distinguish the Jew from those of 
other religions. You see a large num· 
her of people with gorent harmony and 
love towards eaeh other_ whereas each 
'\"In; formerly under a separate rl'lij;!'ion. 
This unity of religion has been estllb
Jished and brought abOllt only by the 
'Yords of BAHA'O'J,l,AR. 

This is the greatest power that reveals 
itself in tI'e human world. This is the 
lJim of all the Divine 1\fanifestntions; 
this i<; that which is prophesied ill the 
Holy Book, that the "last" day will 
rome and there will be perfect unity 
umong" the people j that the day will 
come when the "wolf" and the "lamb" 
will graze in the same pasture, and the 
day will come when all differences will 

be removed. Now, we see that hy this 
Revela.tion and this Manifestation all 
the differences are removed. Can such 
a tangible ease be denied' Since the 
declaration of tI,e :Manifestation thou
sands alld thousands of the Bahais have 
been killed. This tree has bcen watered 
by the martrrdom of hundreds and hun
drcds of people. From the beginning 
of this Manife!>iation IIp to this pres('nt 
time, about fifty or sixty thousand have 
been murdm-eU. They were murdered 
by the ignorant-killed and tortured 
in all sorts of wars. The history of 
this Cause is very long indeed. What
ever happened or tOl)k place in formcr 
religions, and former Manifestations, 
appeared in this Manifestation also. 
'The holy aim of the Baham Cftll1lOt 

be denied by anybody. In this time, 
which is n luminous time, we see 
that it needs such a great )Ianifcstn
tion, and it needs the unity of the 
people. Of course, it necessitates that 
all the secrets of the religious Books 
should appear; and this is cssential that 
all the shining hearts from Cod should 
again be near to God. 

1\"ow, we can feel perfectly sure that 
if it were not for the Bahai Cause the 
whole world would be l"llllni..ng away 
from religion; that is to say, people 
would see only superstitions of religion 
then and tUI"l1 aWllY. This period ncces
sitates a ~reat )[anifestation, more than 
any other period. ITis Holiness R\IIA

'O'LLAH appeared to mankind and said: 
"Ye are all the branches of one tree 
and the frl.li ts of one tree j ye ure all 
of one race j ye are all created by the 
same God." Put aside all yOllr blind 
imitations and adhere to tI,e principles 
of religion and then you will all be 
I.lnlted. My hope is that we endeavor 
every day to spread this Cause as much 
as we can, because the progress of the 
world and the attraction of the atten
tion of people to religion is not realized 
by any other way except this way. 
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The Investigation of Truth 
Address by JENABI FAZEL MAZANDARANl, delivered at the Fourth Session of the 

Ballai Congress, KeY.' York City, April 28th, 19:!O. 
:Manuchcr Khan, Interpreter. 

WE ARE unusually late this night. 
But it is necessary to end in prayer. 

We ask God for His assistance and cou
finnation, that TIe may guide us in nis 
path, and that He may lead the whole 
of humanity in that path. I see that 
Ulis meeting is spiritual and I conld 
not keep still. I feel very much as if 
the spirit is waving all ovel' this place. 

There are plenty of meetings of dif
ferent sorts and everywhere, for differ
ellt purposes, reunions and dances are 
held in different places, but there are 
if'W meetings which arc organized for 
the sake of God. The Rahai reunions 
Hlld assemblies are for this aim, that 
is to say, for the sake of God. This 
meeting has no other intention except 
the investigation of truth and to dis
CURS and speak about truth. All the 
people have been waiting so long
that I !1m sure that they hnvc no othCl 
aim except the investigation of truth. 
The inv('stigution of truth is the first 
aim and the first principle that B,uL\ '0 
O'U.AIi has commanded the people to 
do-it should be the aim of all the peo
ple o( the world. R\UA 'O'LLAlI has 
told the people that every man should 
hn'cstigllte truth, beeause mao's opin
ion is divided into two kinds. One 
belief and one opinion exists in mUll 

beclluse of inheritance and blind imita
tion. ).rost of his opinions and beliefs 
in the world a1'(' of this sort. It is not 
neees...aw:' to mention it further and to 
take more time in explaining it be
eau~(' you know it already. You know 
all the existent religions of the world 
arc nothing but blind imitation or in
heritance. There is no doubt about it, 
and you know it. When a father is a 
ChristiAn, the son also bccomes n Chris
tian; if the parents are Jews, the son 

will become Il. Jew; i[ the father is n 
Zoroastrian, the son will becoille a Zoro
astrian, and if he is a Dindu or a Bud
dhist or 8 Mohammedan, the son will 
aceept the religion of his father. We 
must not expeet that the son of a Jpw 
will be anything but a Jcw. They nre 
trained in that religion and, of course, 
when they nre grown up they have not 
been trained in any other religion thAn 
that. They perpetuate their own beliefs 
and opinions in the hearts of their chil
dren, and tiley ~w the seeds of animos
ity ill the hcarts of their children against 
other re1igions_ All the existing hclif'h 
are no better than thc ones mentioned. 
These are blind imitations, and I am 
sure they are not the cause of man's 
salvation. Belie[ ill blind opinion is 
the cause of all the dissension in the 
world. All these differcnC'cs of reli~don 
hnve sprung from blind opinioll. Tllis 
sort of religion which exists ill the 
world is not praised by God, because 
they have belicved ill these opinions 
without any proof or demonstration. 
All these beliefs arc the sources of dis
sension and the root of all differences. 

There is one sort of belief that has 
yery few followers and that is the belief 
in the invCl>tigation o[ truth. The unity 
of the Bahais which has been brought 
about in the world is [rom this source; 
that is to say, they have invcstigllted 
the truth and huve found the tl·uth. 
There is no doubt that people would not 
gi\'e up their n'li.c!'ion unless it were 
founded on valid proof; beliefs and 
opinions are something "cry dear and 
very precious to humankind, and they 
have some reason (or changing thcir 
opinion or else they would not do it. 
This proof is brought about by knowl
edge and invcstigation of the tl'uth; 
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there is no doubt about that. I'\ow, us 
I said before, this llleeting hIlS assem· 
bled to iuv<'Stigate the truth. J wnnt 
every olle of rou, if you have any diffi· 
cwty about the Cause, to come to the 
Hahni centre und ask me and J will 
gladly t.ell you about it. These mcC't· 
iugs that you see, and such gntherinl!s 
as Uris, till'Y have all oyer the world. 

This is the time of the Rizwan fcast 
of the Bahais lind Conventions are held 
by the Bahais ill different parts of the 
world. J\ t this time, B .\HA ·O'LL.\II waR 
exiled from Bagdad at the instigation of 
the high priests and by the help and RUp

port of the govcI'lllllcnts of TUI'kcy and 
Persia. Two powerful governments like 
'l'urkcy and Persia, with the influence 
of their high priests. kadcrs and gov
ernors, tried to exile TIAHA'O'LI,,\U. 

What did they mean by this bunish
ment' They were not opposing BAlIA'

o 'LLAU personally, but they opposed his 
words lIud they were inimical to Ilis 
teachings. At this time of. Rizwau, 
BAI:I.A'O'I,LAli dcclared his mission and 
called the people to perfect unity and 
to removo dissension; in such I:l timo 
the bann!'r of the standard of peaco 
was uplift cd. J\t such a time this 
religion was startcd. This was why all 
the people o[ Persia and Turkey aroRC 
against his teachings. They thou~ht by 
this opposition that they could eradi 
{'ate hi!:! teachings and they would nol 
spread over the world, but they did not 
know that sOllie purposes aud some in· 
ten HOIl!:! It re IIU ppo!'tcd by God's con· 
firmation. 

Fo!' instance, a man arranges llceord
ing to his own ways, and everything 
outwardly is all right, but he never 
attains to his aim and objective. 
ITe feels from the very beginning 
that he is not supported by God's 
('onfirmatiou. He appeals to everything 
to attain to his objective, but he cannot 
attain it. Some people arise and put 

into effect sowe sacred intention. some 
holy intention, and it is done. By the 
outward appearance of things, I ca n tell 
from the beginning whether yotl are 
assisted by God or not, and whether 
you are sUPPOI'teu by God's eonfirma· 
tion ur no\. The Mll.nif'estlltions of God 
were assisted by the confirmations of 
God. No means and no implements do 
they possess. Everything and every 
outward appearance and everything 
was against them, In spite of this 
opposition they put into effect their 
aims and tlleir intentions. Although 
they undertook to banish - although 
the Mohammedan 1)I'iests and kings 
undertook to banish B,uI,\'o '1 ,1,A U 

- they did not know that they were 
in reality assisting him in every 
possible way. 1t was for his sake that 
all the glad tidin~ lind the prophecies 
of the Holy Book wore fulfilled. It 
is written, it is pl'oph~ied in the Old 
Testament, that the greatest Manifesta
tion would manifl'st himself, and would 
appear from the IToly Lund. You are 
well informed of the Holy Books and 
it is unn(>Cessary to remind you of them. 
The light of God would appear on the 
MOllnt of Carmel and Acen should be 
the place, the defitination, the hope of 
the people, and the Holy Land should be 
the eent!:'r of the utll'aetion of the whole 
world. The,;e prophedes were fulfiUcd 
by the enemies of n,\ HA 'O'L],,'IH. Thus, 
every man who caused his banishment 
put into effect Hnd fulfilled those prom
ises and thOse prophecies. That is why 
those who go to Hllifa and Aeea sec the 
truth and fulfillment of those proph. 
eeies. I hn"e seen with my own eyeli 
how Haifa and A<'clI are the ceoter of 
attraction of the people of thc world; 
how people from the easl and w{'St and 
north and south go to the presence of 
the Master, 

(The nddress was followed by a 
prayer chanted in Persian.) 
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TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA 

o thou Sua or TH~ WESTI 
Be thou happy! Be thou happy I Should" thou continue to remain firm and etem..al, crc 

long, thou shalt become the Star of the East and shalt spread in every counlry and clime. 
ThOll art the first paper of the Bahai, which is organized in the country of America. Al
though for the p~cscnt thy subscribers arc limited, thy fann is small and thy voice weak. yel 
shoulds! thou stand unshakable, become the object of the attention of the friends and the 
center of the generosity of the leaders of the faith who are firm in the Covenant, in the fu
ture: thy subscri!>crs will become hosiS after hosts like unto the waves of the sea; thy volume 
will increase, thy arena will become vast and spacious and thy voice and fame will be raised 
and become world-wide-and at last thou shalt become the first paper of the world of human· 
Ity. Yet all these depend upon finrmc" ftrm;"c". tlrmnt"u! 

(SiRntd) ABDUL-BAH A ABB.\S. 

TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA 

o ye apostles of BAHA'o'U-'H-May my life be a ransom to you I 
. . . . Similarly. the Magatine. the STAR 01' THE WEST, must be edited in the utmost 

regularity, but its contents must be the promulgator of the Cause of God-so that both in the 
East and the West, they may become informed witb the most important events. 

(Signed) AanuL-BAHA AlIBAS. 
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'I'h(' photograph shown on pag:e :!;;O 
was sent to the 8'['\& OF THE WEST by 
Jenabi Fa7.el )Ta7.andarani. 11 was 
ttlkclI at \Vashington, D. C. Concern. 
ing their stay in that city he writes: 
"Whil(, ill \Yashington we were the 
gnests of Mrs. I"arsolL", who not only 
pro\'ided all the means of Ollr comfort 
and happiuess, but shl> was busy all day 
long arnmging public IIll'Ctings and 
pl'h'ate intcrviews for us. Our morn
ings were spent in interviews with 

prominent people of Washington. In 
the afternoon and until twolve o'clock 
at night we had from two to fOUl' public 
meetings IJefOI'C large tluUioncf!S. '1'hc 
pictm-e was 111kl'Il at a banqllet giYell by 
Mrs. Parsons, where muny of the Bahais 
and others wCI'e \ll'('flcnt. Thanks to 
i\lrs. Parsons for nil l1(>r hospitality and 
unadulterated servitude. We arc yery 
~rateful to all the Rahais of Washing. 
ton who are resolute nnd firm." 

-The Editors. 

"His honor Fazel, in reality, is perfect in all the grades" 
TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAlTA TO 1fIRZA AlTMAD SOHRAB 

To his hOllor, Mirza Ahmad Sohrnb,
Upon him be Ruu 'O'LL,\B EI·Abha! 

He I s God! 

o thou servant of the Threshold of the 
Blessed Perfeetion! 

The maid-servant of God, Mn;. Hoag-g. 
and the maid·servant of God, l\lis.~ Cui· 
ve", nrrivecl. They brought your photo· 
grapll with green turban and that of 

your respected wife; likewis{' the pho· 
tograpb of his honor Fazel with white 
turban and luminous face. It was 
conducive to great rejoicing. His 
honor Fazel, in reality, is perfect in all 
the grades-in knowled~ and virtue, 
in sincerity of intention, in beauty of 
character, in severance from aught else 
save God and attrnetioll with the fl'a
Itranccs of Ood. Truly 1 suy, he is the 
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manifestation of this blessed verse: "[ 
do not ask ye any reward. Vel;}Y my 
reward is with God, the Lord of the two 
worlds. It is written: 'If for the sake 
of thy self-sacrifice thou dcsirest a com
pensation, the compensation which is 
given by His Holiness the Almighty is 
the best of all.'" • The phm of the Mashrckol-Azkar 

was observed. Importance lics in its 
building. It is my hope that this foun
dation may be built. 

Convey longing greeting to all the 
fricnW!. 

Upon thee be BAIlA'O'LL.\I1 BI-Abha! 

(Signed) ABDUL-B.m,\ AsB.\s. 
(Received July, 1920.) 

HHis honor Fazel is a revered person" 
TABLET FROU A13DUL-BAITA TO ROY C. WILBEr,)l 

To his honor, Mr. Roy C. Wilhelm, Kew 
York City,-Upon him be the Glory 
of God, the Most Glorious! 

lie Is God! 
o thou my den I' affectionate son! 

Two lctters from thee haye arrived. 
Exercise thou the utmost love and kind· 
lless towards Bedros Darakjian! He 
should continue the work which he has 
all'c<ldy undertaken. 

Hi>; honor Fazel is a revered persall. 
ITe has been g'l'owing for a long time in 
the Cause. Xext to his hOllOl', ~lirza 
A bul Fad, he is the best informed of 
llis eontemporaries. TIe has no aspira· 
tion saye service to the Cause of God. 
ITe is a scholar, he is appreciative and 
grateful to thee. 

Thou hast \\'riUen that the House of 
Spirituality of Kew York is splendidly 
confirmed and consequently the number 
of the friends is increasing. This news 
imparted great joy. My hope is that 
Xew York may b(!come the center of 
this great Cause: the glad-tidings of the 
Kingdom of God may encompass (it); 
the banller of the oneness of the world 
of humanity may bt, raised, and the 
diyine leachings may pitch their pa
vilion in that city. Tn my trip to 
America I spent a long time in New 
York. I went to \Yashington and re
turned to ~ew York: T went to Boston 
and returned to New York. I went to 
Chieago and came back to Kew York. 
I visited California and went back to 

;.l"ew York. .B'rom this it becomcs evi
dent that I feel the utmost attachmcnt 
to New York. 

Well, thou and all the fl-icnds should 
encourage the souls (people ) to beeome 
firm in attachment to the Testament and 
Covenant, for the power of the Covcnant 
brings together and makes them united 
and harmonious; otherwi>ie every ambi
tious soul arises to brillg about their 
separation, in order to draw 11 few souls 
around himself. 'rhe souls who we!"e 
crying in all the assemblies and meet
ings (of the friends), that everybody 
\\'ho did not adhere to the Covenant and 
Testamellt of God, was excommunicated, 
wicked, expelled from the threshold of 
the Blessed Deauty and was hopeless of 
the mercy of God, yielded then to 11tHbi
tion, songht for fame and arose tu vio
late the Covenant. Thou observest now 
how abject and miserable they have 
become. Tn eyery agc many such people 
appeared, but in the end they fell into 
manifest misery. 

Thou observest that after His Holine>is 
Christ,-May my soul be sacrificed for 
Him,-how many different sects ap
peared. Read thou the book of his 
honor, Mirza Abul Fazl! In the his
tory of the Church this is written 
and. recorded. Of them was the Patri
arch of Alexandria who attempted to 
give false impressions. One million and 
II balf people became his adherents. 
Even Ol(' Emperor of Constantinople 
(followed him). He produced a great 
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disturbance in the nation of Christ. But 
ultimately he was vanquished and 
thrown into most striking misery. Now 
these people, wbose number is small, it 
is already known what their end will be. 

I hope that the friends will give the 
utmost importance to the Mashrekol
Azkar. A cablegram from Mr. Randall 
has lately been received, indicating that 
they will begin its construction. Through 
this news I became immensely delighted. 
The American friends arc greatly en
deared. Therefore I desire that they 
may be confirmed in great achieve
ments and becomr the factors of the es
tablishment of the Kingdom of God. 

All the peo]>le of the world are, as 
thou observcst, ill the sleep of negli
gence. They have forgotten God alto
gether. They are all busy in war and 
strife. '1'hey arc undergoing misery and 
destruction. 'I'hey arc like unto loath
some worms trying to lodge in the depth 
of the ground, while Il. single flood of 
rain sweeps 1111 their nest and lodging 
away. ::-Ievertheiess, they do not come 
to their senses. Wllere is the majesty of 
the Emperor of Rll~ill.! Where is the 

might of the Qerman Rmperor! Wheft 
is Ole greatness of the Emperor of Au ... 
tria! In a short time all these palace 
were turned into ruins and all these pre
tentions edifices (empil'cs ) underwent 
destruction. They left no fruit RlId no 
trace, savc eternal ruin. 

The souls who have been clllightCllCU 
with the Light of the Kingdom, however. 
ha'·c founded eternal sovereignty. 'l'he~· 

shine like unto the stars UpOIl the hori
zon of everlasting glory. 'fhe Apostle
(of Christ ) were fishers. Consider thou 
to what a hi!o"\'h station they did rise! and 
to what a great sovereignty they did 
attain j wllOse durlltion RlId pcrmanence 
runs to eternity. Mary Magdalene wa" 
a peasant womun. She was without any 
name and fame or consequence, but her 
candle is in the aMemblng'c of lhe world, 
lilZhtcd till eternity. 

UpOl1 thee be the glory of Abha! 

(SigDt'd ) .ABDUL-B,\ IIA-A BBM:·. 

(Augu'5t 9th , 1920. 'I'runslated h.\" 
Azizullah S. llal.Jadur, )rOllut Canne\. 
Palestine.) 

Tablets to Bahais in America received in 1919 and 1920 
'1'0 TOE CIIH,DREK OF' TIlE KINfmO)f. 

To the children* of the Kingdom-Upon 
them be BAIIA'O'I..l .. AH EI-Abha!
care of the daughter of the Kingdom, 
Bahiyeh Randall-Upon her be nATlA

'O'LLAn EI-Abhal 

lIe Is God! 

o ye children of the Kingdom! 

Praise ye God that in the days of 
childhood ye have entered the divine 
kingdom and have been encompassed by 
the bounty and favor of Ood. At a 
time when ye were young ITe has chosen 
and selected yl' and ha~ made ye inti
mates with the mysteries, while the ma
ture and full-grown have been deprived. 
This is to be attributed only to the 

-The Bahai Juniors. 

bounty of God. 
fore and say·: 

Praise ye God there· • 

"0 Thou compassionate fJord! 0 
Lord of Hosts! Praise be unto Thee, 
that thou hast preferrcd these :t' oung 
children to the full-grown and the ma
tured, ha."t endowed them with Thy spe
cial bounty, hast guidcd them, hast be
stowed upon them Thy light and hast 
given them spirituality. Confil'm \I~ that 
when we attain maturity we may be eu
abled to serve Thy Kingdom, may train 
the souls, may become ignited candles 
and may glitter like unto slArs. Thou 
art the Giver, the Bestowel" and the 
Kind !" 

(Signed ) Anot;L-BAIlA ABBAS. 

(Haifa, Palestine, ::-10\·. 26, 1919. ) 
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MR. AND MRS. DEUTH 
To their hOIlOrs, Mr. and :Mrs. Deuth

Upon them be BAn,\ 'O'LLAH EI·Abha! 
---care of his honor, ~lr. Albert Vail
Upon him be BAH.\ 'O'I,I,,\ ll Et-Ahha! 

He Is God! 
o ye two servants of the Kingdom ot 

god! 
His honor, Mr. Vail, has arrived and 

with nn eloquent tongue and a brilliant 
language has been praising you very 
highly ; that these two respected souls 
arc indeed two truthful servants of the 
Word of God and arc day and night 
roaring and surging like unto the sea. 
They have no purpose save the promul
gation of the teachings of BAIlA'O'LLAn 
and seek nothing save the guidance of 
souls. They have established a maga
zine· which promotes the Bahai ideals, 
which declares the oneness of mankind, 
which sets forth the inner meanings and 
the rea1ities of things, which expounds 
the mysteries of God and the words of 
which glitter like unto pearls. This fig
ure is an oriental figure by which elo
qucnt and significunt words arc com
pared to pearls. But these pearls arc 
of two kinds, one is the versified lan
guage and that is called poetry and the 
other is the ordinary language called 
prose. Now I pray to God that ye may 
both in prose as well as poetry set forth 
glittering gems and may be so confirmed 
that all your publications may be favor
able to every sound intellect and suit
able to oJI praiseworthy cha.racters, and 
that no one will be able to criticize them 
or make the slightest objectiollS. 

In the utmost supplication, I beseech 
divine providence that He may bestow 
I1is lavors upon you in this world and 
in the next. 

Upon ye be Baha~el-Abba! 

(Signed ) ABDlilr-BAHA ABBAS. 

• Refers to the maga;:inc Reality, cd· 
ited und published by them in New York 
City.-The Editors. 

SUPIJlicatiQH 

o God! )fake this magazinc a mir~ 
ror of Truth that therein the divine 
significances may be reflected, the mys
teries of the Kingdom may be revealed, 
and that it may appear effulgent and re
splendent to the eyes of mell. Thou art 
the promulgator of publications that 
serve the world of humanity! 

(Signed) ASDUI..-n .... DA .ABBAS. 

( Ifaifa, Palestine, November 
1919. ) 

CHARLES lUSON REMEY 

25 , 

To his honor, Mr. Charles 1'.fason R-emey 
-Upon him be BAllA 'O'LLAH EJ
Abha! 

He Is God! 

o thou herald o[ the Covenant I 
Thy letters have been received and 

an answer has been written. Verily, 
thou art finn in the Covenant, art self
sacrificing, art the son of the Kingdom 
and dost deserve the confirmations of 
His Holiness BAHA 'O'LLAH. Conse
quently, Abdul-Baha. is highly pleased 
with thce and begs for thee from Ilis 
Holiness BAHA 'O 'LLAli limitless bounties. 
As a result of this glad-tiding fly on 
the wings of joy and raise thou the 
melody: "llappy am I, bles...ed am I!" 

Mr. and ~lrs. Deuth are, in the sight 
of Abdul-Baha, favorcd and esteemed. 
Verily, they arc engaged in serviee. 
Day and night thcy strive that they may 
awaken thc souls, they write articles in 
a moderate tone, they do not reud the 
veils asundcr, filld thus they are praised 
and esteemed by Abdul-Baha. Convey 
on my bchalf to Richard Mayer respect
ful greeting. I supplicate for this en· 
lightened soul the bouoty of the Merci
ful. 

o thou who art firm in the Covenant! 
If possiblc, convey to thy parents my 
greeting and my rc~pcct and give them 
this message: "Do not be disturbed. 
All is in the hands of Ood, and He is 
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the kind Father. Rest assured in His 
bounty and assistance." 

'1'he friends in Boston are indeed 
arising in service. I 11m pleased with 
them, am glad of their activities and 
ever thinking of them and beg for them 
ull from the bounties of God's as.qista!lce 
and cOIlfirmation. Their names are pre
served and recorded in the Book of the 
lordly ones in the .Abha Kingdom. 'rhoy 
may rest assured in the bounty of His 
Holille.'>S B.UIA '0 'LLAII, that confirma
tions shall \minterruptedly descend 
upon them. 

I hayc been ~rcatly affected by the 
deatl] of Mr. Sandy Kinney. What 
a lovely child he was. On mv behalf • • 

SHY to 1\[1'. and Mrs. Kinney: "Do 
not grieve, and do not lament. That 
tender and lovely shrub has been trans
ferred from this world to the ro.'lc-gar
cl(m of the Kingdom and that longing 
don' has flown to the divine nest. That 
('[mdle has been extinguished in this 
nether world that it may be rckindled 
in the Supremc Concourse. Ye shall 
assuredly meet him face to face in the 
world of mystcrics at the assemblage of 
T.Jigllt. " 

At present, wisdom does not permit 
that the teachers should apply to the 
government for half·rate fares or should 
have the property of the ::\Iashrekol
Azkar exempt from government taxes. 
Wisdom does not permit that at present. 
Its time will come. 

Concerning thy travel, if during the 
spring season thou goest to Germany and 
thence proceed to the Holy Land it will 
be highly advisable. ThOll art per
mitted. 

Upon t}lce be Daha-el·A bha! 

(Translated by Shoghi Rabbani, 
TTaiia, Palestine, December 2-1, 1919'. ) 

)IlRZA ATIl\fAD SOTTRAB 

To his honor :Mirza Ahmad Sohrab
Upon him be B.\IlA 'O'LLAIl EI-Abha! 

THE WEST 

lIe Is God! 
o thou wanderer over mountain and des

ert. in the Patll of the kind Beloved! 
Thy letter, after thy return from Cali

fornia to New York, was received. Praise 
be to God, that in accord with the prom
ise of Abdul-Baha thou didst behold the 
be!)towal and favor of ITis Highness 
B.\HA 'O'LLAH manifest and clear in all 
the states of America! This is the ful 
fillment of what I have said: Every 
soul who in this day is firm in the Cove
nant will become the bri.lliant sign of 
the Kingdom of Effulgence. Do thou 
move and live in accord with thc teaeh
ings of Abdul-Balla j then thou wilt ob
servc that all the doors are open, all 
the paths straightened, help and assist
ance becoming one's companion and the 
cohort:,; of confirmation descending un
interruptedly. Today whosoever if! the 
servant of the Kingdom of Abha will be 
established upon the throne of everlast
ing sovereignty. Praise be to God, that 
thou mdst observe with thine own eyes 
and listened with thine own cars that 
today·the power of the Covenant is the 
pulsating artery in the body of the 
world. WllOsoever beeomes one of the 
people of diYine association, he is the 
candle of spl('ndor and whosoever is fin 
associate of the people of sedition he i'i 
e~tablished and has his dwelling in the 
low('st abyss of hell. 

In the middle of nights, like Abdul
Baha, supplicate at the Threshold of the 
Blessed Perfection and cry and lament: 
~'O TIl()u kind God! I am a weak ant, 
bestow upon me the sovereignty of Solo
man! 1 am an ephemeral atom, suffer 
me to appear in the flow of the rays of 
the Sun of Reality! I am a drop, be
stow upon me the waves of the }Olost 
Great Sea! I am a mosquito, mHke me 
the eagle of the Apex of Glory. I am 
lowly, endear me in Thy Kingdom! I 
am unknown and sign less, grant me the 
visible token of confirmation!" 

The pilgrims returning from this 
land, Ccd \\·i1ling, from now on will 
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become the cause of union and harmony. 
The Bahai Library in New York, truly 

I say is engaged in service and Mr. and 
MM). Deuth nrc in reality seU-sacrificing 
and arc the object of the favor of Ab
dut-Bahn; but the believers must a8 
much as possible assist this library and 
the magazine Reality_ Mr. and Mrs. 
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Dcuth are unable to bear all the ex
penses. 

Praise be to God, that Shanaz (Mrs. 
Waite) is full of song and melody and 
like unto the flute-player is singing the 
notes of the divine musician. 

It is hoped that ere long the Conven· 
tiOll this year will be inaugurated in [l 
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befittillg and behooving manner and the 
maid-serYlllll of God, Mrs. Maxwell, )I:r. 
Randall, Mr. Mills, Mrs. Marjorie Mor
ton alld ~frs. Zoraya Chamberlain have 
undoubtedly become con£rmcd in r en
dering great services. 

Doctor Grant and R ev. Guthrie UII

questionably have delicycred detailed 
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speeches. These two revered BOuis, truly 
I 83y, are worthy of respect and honor. 
I pray in th(;ir behal£ that they may 
become assist('d to render services to the 
Kingdom of God; each onc of them may 
walk in the foot!lteps of the Apostles and 
become th0 lighted candles in the assem+ 
blaga of Reality. In short, I hope that 
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in this CODvention the matter of the 
Mashrekol-Azkat may obtain a new im
portallce. Undoubtedly your weddin/.!' 
is likewise solemnized. It is divine and 
blessed. I have given recommendations 
regarding your affairs to some of the 
pilgrims. It is assured that YOll will 
spend yont life with joy and composure. 
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Dis ExccUcncy, the ideal sage, Fazel 
MaZ8ndarani, is the essence of humility 
and submission. God willing, with 
:\ll1nucher Khan , he hilS reached the 
United States under the protection of 
the Almighty, This rcspected Boul is 
evanescent in the Cause of the Blessed 
Perfection. Be is wise, well informed 
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and a thinker. There is no doubt that 
he will become the eause of the exhilara
tion, rejoicing and the guidance of 
others. You must exercise toward him 
the utmost respect and consideration, 
and placing your hands in each other's, 
become ye engaged in the promotion of 
the Word of God. 

• 
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Convey on my bellaH, my love and 
affection to the favored maid-servant of 
God, thy respected wife and her mother. 

Upon th~ be Baha-el.Abha! 

(Signed) ABDUL-BAD.\ ABBAS. 

(Tram;lated by ~lirUl Ahmad Sohmb, 
June 28, 1920, New York City.) 
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THE "NIGJITING U~' ,\ImrL-BAHA 

TIlE klliglltillg of Abdul-Balla at naira, on April 
27th, 19')0, was an event of sUI'passing ill terest. 

The following is from II letter sent by Abbas Gull, tht: 
Persian who is ill charge of the Tomb of the Bab, to 
a Rahai in America: 

"Friends froll! all parts of the world are here. 
They have COIlH' from America, Persia , India, Russia, 
Italy, France, Bngland, l\fesapotamin, E)typt, Syria, 
Palestine', and all are l'rjoicing notwithstanding the 
great unrest of the world. Pl'aise be to God, the 
Bahai:; lifC hero aud over all parts of the world arc a 
most happy (mmmunit.y. Today ill the presence of 
the Huhais, the notables of the cOllntry, the leaders 
of all reli~dons, while the English soldiers were salut
ing and the military music was playing, the )faster 
received thc highest gold medal sent by the King of 
England. It wa!4 a Ycr)' happ:o' occasion. Dr. Bag
dadi is here and is writing this letter for me (in 
};n.'!'lish). " 

, 

Pbotoi'rapb lakell ill tbe Ilard~n oi Ihe ;\lUnary Governor al Halra, Apdl lith, 1920. 

{ 
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shall become one in faith and ali men as brothers; that the bouds of affection and unity be
tween the sons of men shall be strengthened. that diversity of religion shall cease and differ
enets of race be annulled. So it shall be; these fru itless Itrifes; these ruinous wars shall 
pass away, and the 'Most Great Peace' shall comc."-BAHA'O'LLAH. 
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Abdul-Baha on Mt. Carmel 
Xotes by )L\I)EL P.\IXE, of Vrbuna, llli noi~, on her visit to liaifa. Palestine, 

with a party of pilgrim"l, September, 1920. 

THE experience of being in Huifa and 
meeting "\bdlll ·Baha is so great that 

it cannot be conlained in the narrow 
bounds of the few days spent there. 
After the pilgrimnge is over !lew beilu
tics arc re\'caled, new strength is <le
l'i\·ed. Every scene, event, and ci rcum
stance p:JI'takes of the eternal world and 
so continue'! to grow and devclop in our 
hearts. '1'he sojourn there i!ol like be
ing on a spiritual mountain top when' 
broader, more spiritual views arc spreal.1 
before liS. Or better, it is like having 
the water of life Bow with its penetrat
ing, life-giving, cleallsing power into 
every last part of one's heart and life. 

In some place, Abdul·Baha has said 
that everything in the outCI' material 
world is II &i.gn, symbol or counterpart 
of a reality in the spiritual world. 'rhis 
truth onc realizcs intensely at Haifa. 
The physi('al surroundings there aloe 
outer expressions of the spi1'itual life. 
The Psalmist wrote "Beautiful for sit
uation, the joy of the whole earth is 
) TOllnt Zion." And this description 
may now be applied to Mount Carmel. 
Rugged mountain, blue sea, wide plain, 
all glow ing in brilliant sunshint>, com
bine to make a scene of great beautr, 
more beautiful complete and varied, it 
seems 10 many, than any other scene. So, 
ODe learns while at Haifa, is the spirit
ual life more beautiful than ony othel' 
life. 

Abdul-Baha himself is the Living 
Word, the- very emborument of the spir
itual life-. nis whole bearing, his every 
attitude of body and expression of fnee 

mil'ror forth spiritual truth. lJow 
precious are the mental pieturctJ of Ab· 
dul-Raho whieh l'emain with the re
turned pilgrim! I see him standing a 
little upllrt from the rest and in his 
bCliring is absolute independence and 
majesty. It is evident that he eun stand 
alone agllinst the whole world. h comes 
to 111(' thlit this great power lind indc
pendence of aught save God is with him 
because he is so entirely selfless. It is 
a part of his station, the wonderful sta
tion of servitude. 

Again 1 see him, 1 can't tell when, 
uut it is in the day time, so that 1 see 
his face most clenrly. TIe is walking. 
The head is a little bent. The eyes are 
full of that wonderful compassion which 
all spirituul nrtists have tri ed to por
tray in paintings of great spiritual ~
ings. There is a great freshncss and 
youth in those eyes, the freshness of 
carty dawn, the purity of the child, a 
look of wonder as of one sojourning in a 
strange and foreign world. Sueh a look 
ma~' have heen in Christ's eyeti when he 
said to his disciples, "How is it that 
you have ~o little faiOI'" But a look 
too of great compassioll , stich compas
sion as must have existed from the be
ginning which hath no beginning and 
which will endurc to the end which 
hath no end. Thcn what compl.'lling, fiC 
tive power in those eyes when sometiml.'~ 
they flash a snmmons from thi'! world 
to the other r 

What a blessing comes to the pilgrim 
to TTaifa from being able to wsteh the 
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daily life which is the active counter
part of these heavenly pictures I The 
following incident related by M. Azizul· 
lab Khan Bahadur illustrates the un
failing kindness which Abdul-Baha 
showers so freely on everyone with 
wbom he comes in contact. M. Azizul
lab spoke in some such way as this: 

"One morning I was in Haifa with 
the Master. We entered a store. Here 
we found a group of people and among 
them n GCI1llan missionary, a resident 
of Haifa. At first tbis man was talking 
in suc.h a way as to display his knowl
edge of classical Arabic literature. Then 
the subject of his conversation changed. 
ITe spoke of his personal affairs. IIe 
was no longer receiving remittances 
from the missionary board in Cermany. 
This was during the war. He was in 
need of money. When the 1faster heard 
the man speak of his need, he promptly 
gave him a generous sum of money." 

Mirza Azizullah continued: "All the 
time I was fecling critical of the Master 
and at the same time blaming myse1i 
for feeling critical. This missionary I 
knew had no love for the Master. ITe 
had opposed the Master and would op
pose him again. 'Still,' I said to myself. 
'if that is not the Master, I don't know 
who is.' ff 

IJow often while in Haifa were we 
sharply confronted with this contrast 
between the human and divine way of 
thinking! "My thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither arc your ways my 
wayfl, saith the Lord. For as the heav
ens are higher than the earth, so are my 
ways higher than youI' ways and my 
thoughts than YOUl' thoughts." One 
morning some pilgrims were sitting 
in Q. small room Oll the ground floor 
of the Master's house. One of the pil
grima, a Mohammedan, was pouring 
over the pages of the Bible. ITe had re
cently become a Bahai and since that 
time could not read the Bible enough. 
Soon Dr. Lotful1ah Hakim entered. He 
hrought a message from the Master to 
the Mohammedan pilgrim. It directed 
him to go to the hospital. He had not 

been well for sevel'al days and the Mas
ter, like a kind father, was watcrulJg 
over him and advising him for his best 
welfare. But the pilgrim answered that 
he had not seen thc Master for tlll'ee 
days and that he would not go to the 
hospital until he had again secn the 
Master. In the mind of one of the pil
grims who was watching this little 
scene, sprang up a feeling of disap
proval, a feeling a little critien.1 and 
consequently a little hostile to this 
Oriental brother. (Why was bc not 
obeying Abdul-Baha T) But we were 
soon to see the Divine way of regard
ing the man. Dr. Lotfullah carried the 
man's message to the Master and re
turned immediately with directions to 
the man to step outside. He did so, the 
rest of us following. We went by the 
gravel path around to the front of the 
house. Soon Abdul-BahA. appeared on 
the porch just above us. ITc lookt'd 
down on the sick man with lat1ghin~ 
kindly eyes and his beautiful musical 
voice fairly rippled with laughter as he 
again advised him to go to the hospital. 
The man's face beamed with pleasurE' 
and he w('nt off to the hospital sati,,· 
fied. 

Abdul-Balta's Answer to a Qu.estion. 
regardi1l.fl Ch.urch. Attendance. 

It is well to ''I'orship in any place 
where the thought is turned to God. 
Whether the place is home, church, or 
mosque, the object is to turn to God. 
But if there is a Mashrekol-Azkar it is 
better to worship there. In the other 
worshiping places the hearts are not en
gaged in worshiping God. They are 
turned to the world. Therefore in those 
places the breaths of the Merciful are 
not inhaled. But if tllere is no Mash
rekol-Azkar, there is no harm in going 
to other worshiping places. 

When I was in America I used to go 
to churches to speak:. When I entered 
they were engaged in worshiping. I 
also used to stand up and turn to the 
Kingdom of God. After they bad fin-
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ished thell' prayer I used to give the 
Didnc Glad Tidings. I used to give 
the proofs and e\'idcnces of God. I gave 
the teachings of the Blessed Deauty. All 
listened. There was no opposition. In 
truth I turned to God when I entered 
thi: churches. When they were in the 
congregation of God and were singing 
~Ollgs I enjoyed it. When they were 
shouting, "My God, my God!" 1 WIIS 

!lIIPV)', 

When His Holiness Christ gatllcred 
his disciple!! together on that last night, 
it was not in a church, it was in a room. 
OIl that night they had the Last Sup
per. It was in a room. The idea is that 
the heart should be attracted, the spirit 
fi ll ed with Divine Glad Tidings and the 
soul turned fo Ood. This is the object. 
Other things are seconda ry. 

Tuesday, September 7th, Western l.>i!· 
gl'ojll! I1ol/se JTaifa, after brcahfast. 
QtUTION: "Just belore the Master 

come in we were talking about how to 
train children to be thoughtful of oth· 
ers ond unselfish. Will the )[sster speak 
to tiS on this subjcctY" 

ASDlJL-D.\IlA: "The body or man is 
from the world of nature. lIis body is 
nkin to that or the auimal. ne has an
imal tendencies. But the Divine power 
in him is great. His spirit is pure, 
sanctified /lnd heavenly. His body is 
satanie. H his spiritual qualities ovor· 
come his unimlll qualities he become!! 
illumined, full of activities and good 
qualities. BI,1t if the nnimll\ qualiti('f! 
overcome the spiritual, the spiritual will 
be entirely extill~uished. All the qual. 
ities will be animalistic. In such a statf' 
the love of self is found j man is im
mersed in pllS.'1ion j darkness sueccccl'l 
durkness. Man becom('S negligent of 
God. No sign of Ilis spirituality remains. 
This is why His IIoliness Christ says 
that wc must be born again. When man 
is born fl'om the womb of the mother he 
is freed from material darklles.'I. In the 
same way he must be born from til(> 
world of notUN) so that he may become 
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free from the darkness of the world of 
nature. This is the second birth. "Man 
must always striye to have his spirit 
overcome his body. When his spirit 
overcomes his body, the seeond birth 
tnkes place and he becomes freed from 
imperfections. He becomes filled with 
virtues. He becomes nearer the Divine 
and follows the Divine teachings. He 
becomes like a lighted candle. This is 
the reality of the subject. Dut when he 
is immel'liCd in the world of nature he 
is like an animal, a ficrce animal. 11'e 
djsplays all the worst qualities." 

SUllday aflcrJlOQ11, September 5th, .1lt. 
Carmel, ncar lhe 1'omb of the Bab. 

ABDUL-BAllA: "Do you like it here' 
Do you like the "iew here'" 
)h~s Coy: "Yes. It is most beauti

ful. " 
ABDUL-1JAIIA: "The truth is that 

this place has a spiritual utmosphere. 
There are many beautiful views, but 
they have no spiritual atmosphere. All 
the prophets have been on Mt. Carmel, 
but in the mountains of Lebanon there 
were no prophets. It is strange thnt all 
the world is one, yct this part has be
come espeeililly blessed. Palcstine has 
been mentioned by God continually. 
But Smnal, Lebanon, and DamaS('us 
have never been mcntiolled. There was 
n magnificent temple of the sun at Raal
bek. I ts ruins still exist. It is written 
in the Koran: "God gives His bounty 
find favor to whomsoever TIe willeth." 
!=;o it is with this land. 

"The heart is attracted herc. IIis 
TIoliness Blijuh dwelt in 11 eaye below 
this spot. At tha.t time a.1I thc children 
of Israel wel'(' opposed to the religion of 
God. They were engaged in their own 
pnssions and pursuits. Only their name 
indicated thnt they wl're the people of 
His Hoiinf'sg Moses. If n is Holiness 
)[oses had eomc among them fit that 
time he would not hayc recognized them. 
TIe would have said: 'I do not consider 
them as my own, for they huye entirely 
forsaken the religion of Ood. They (Ire 
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deprived of the law of God. 'fhere is 
no light at all remaining in them. The:,>' 
are like a negro SCl-vallt whose name is 
Diamond. His name is Diamond but he 
is a black servant.' Such was their con
dition. 

"Then His Holiness Elijah educated 
certain souls in this cave. H e educated 
pure and sincere souls as they ought to 
be and sent them among the children of 
Israel. They began to teach and call 
the children of Israel back to God. Thev • 
called them back again to the law of 
God. His TIolincss Elijah gathered all 
their chief men together and brought 
them to the top of this mountalll. There 
were th1'('C hundred and sixty of these 
chief men. But however much he taught 
and counselled them he obtained no re
sult. TIe tried to guide them, but it 
was no use. For several years he worked 
to educate them. At the end no result 
was apparent. He realized that the.v 
wonld corrupt other sonls. Then he h:-Jd 
these three hundred and sixty men put 
to death. Then the rest of the childl·Pll 
of Israel returned to their original spir
itual morals and behavior. Then they 
reJl,"ained th('ir spiritual life. The ever
lasting glory again became apparent. 
'I'he}' overcame the neighboring tribes. 
1'hey rebuilt the ITaly 'I'cmple. The 
laws of God wel'e put into effect. 

"Thf'n when ilis Holiness Elijah had 
finished his \\"ork he left it and went 
away. lIe retired. They thought he 
had ascended to TIeaven. But no, hav
ing accomplished his wQrk, be retired. 
He had no attachment to tbe world. 

When his object was accomplished he 
retired from the world. When he re
alized th.at his work was done he de
voted himself to his own development. 

"The sinceri ty of a p1ll"!! person is ap
pUI·cnt in his deeds and activities. His 
Holiness Elijah tried very much and lao 
bored very hard. Then when the way 
became smooth Rnd the time of comfort 
and ease came he went awa:,>'. ITc had 
no attachment to this world. .t\ll the 
thoughts of man, every trace which he 
leaves behind him lIlust be heavenly. He 
must have no attachment to this wodd. 
This world is like tha waves of the sea. 
It does not last. The wise person docs 
110t attac.h his heart to waves." 

Sunday, September :iOt, at the sltpJ)t'r 
table in Abdttl·Baha's house. 

AnDuL-n,uu: "I hope the health of 
till' friends is good. 'l'oday you went to 
visit the Shrine of the Bab. Are you 
happy' 

"ITis Holiness Christ was once eating 
grapes. ITe said, ' T will not eat gt·apcs 
again until I eat them anew with you III 

the Kingdom.' Rut the grapes of the 
Kingdom are not like these grapes (re
ferring to the grllpes on the table ) . In 
the Kingdom there are no grapps like 
these. Now also, I say to you all. We 
will eat together of the Divine Bounty, 
that is Divine food, God willing, in the 
Kingdom. Tts taste is everlasting. Tts 
strength and power is everlasting. God 
willing, we will eat together there of 
that heavenly food." 

Mabel Paine. 

News from Sweden 
Roviken, Sweden. 

To the STAR m' TilE 'V~.;sT

Friellds of the Kingdom of El-Abha! 

Your humble co-servant in the great 
Cause of God arrived in Sweden the 
8th of July. Went to the most remote 
corner of the country to begin spreadin~ 
the great 'fruth, and there I found a 

pure hearted soul, who in three weeks 
accepted the Truth. ITighly edueat .. d 
in both Swedish and English, she he
gan to work with me in the Cause. 
Naturally, progress is vcry slo\\·, but 
hope by the grace of God and our be· 
loved ]\faster, will soon grow faster. 

Yours ill the Kingdom of El·Abha, 
August Rudd. 
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News from England 
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271 

)laJichestel', Englaud. 
~ovcmber 14, lO:W. 

.1llalto'Abha.' 
::Ifr. :Un.soll Rem<'y. Washington. D. C. 
Ol"ar Fdend in the Dahai }I'aith: 

"~e have recei"cd safely Illl your vcry 
kiud ('ollllllunieations and rejoice that 
you al'l" ill Europe again, and doing' 
mighty serviN' in the Calise of EI-Abha, 
We have nOt a large ga.thering here yet, 
for the war split U"I up and scattered us 
fOI' several years. We meet at )11'. ;ro
St:'ph's room every Saturday evening. 
OUI' giithCrillb'S llumb('l' from twelve to 
'*!wntcen c"cry week, We WHut at least 
OIlC hundred souls Ht these meetings; 
find we lire going to advertise anI' rucct

of the importance of serving the Cause
and IH'rhllps tr'iumph U\\ait~ liS y{'t. At 
ully r»tc. the friend" llleet each $~turdav 
(lust night wus the fifteenth meeting /I't 
Mr. Joseph's ) and great chc('rfulness 
a~d !1!\1'tllony Bnd spiritual joy prevail. 
l'ot a soul hu!'! been lost, though we were 
split lip for six Yl.'ars. Is not thi!ol tes
timony to the wonderful power (If God 
ill Alnlul-Baha! Of course we owc such 
II grelll deal to Bahais outside ilran
chester--your~lf not least-who have 
kept the fire burning by COI'I'E'spondcllec. 
In fart. we are the result of the nl.'tivj. 
tics of fr'icnds of God everywhcr'c and 
IIrc bound up with them by countless 
threads of lHlI'C gold. 

ings and thc Can!';C mor[' tillln we have So llluch fOI' oursclws, )l'ow I have 
done up to now. You know OUl' poverty been request.ed by :Mr. Joseph anu all 
of purse and bra ius-I don't mean we the friends to ask yOll that, in the event 
/11'(' in Ilerd or starving; not anything of your coming over to England-to 
like that-but peopll! seem to want big London-wil1 you come a littlc further, 
musiclll evenings to n!tl'tlet them anll to :\Talwlwstcr, lind see us, IUld reDew 
pil"ase them, or a very fine building to til(' wond('dlll fellowship whirh wns lw
eOlUe to, or wonderful oratory to list(,11 gun before the war. The effeet which 
to! And we IIrc only working-class peo- YOII and ~II', Latimer had upon 11~ all 
])le, impoverish{'d still more than usual then has been iu('ffa('able; it WIlS so 
by the wal-' fragrant and so strollj:!, that the f)'j(>ndf! 

How('ver, we are united, brotherly, look upon ~-oLir last visit as but n few 
and w(' low the :'IllLst(,I'; so eyentually da~'s ago, and urc eagerly hopiug to see 
all will grow and prosper. _4.s you you again, We are truly sorry we arp 
kIlOW, I was in the hOSpitlll, Yery ill so far awny and so iI'\\'; and jnd(>l"d it 
through exposure- in I>'ral1(,(" and ha\'{' would be aski1lg too 1ll1lC'h, but 0111' loye 
been in a terribly weak state of body for YOll speaks out and we wish to meet 

• 
e,'l"r siuee i bnt flO; T put a g<l()(l iaee on you again, ~rr. and :i.\lrf>. ChesseJ and 
the matter, nohody realizes what (h;lve "Mr. and Mrs. Crayen lind m\- wi!(' and 
galle through. '1'0 ha'-e been shot and T would dral'l.\· like to SCI' .'0'0;1. l\ft'. ,To
fin ished in Fraut'c would h!!"-e he-en a seph will sec to slwping ac<'omrnodation 
Iillht matter (very light) eomparNl with fOl' ~'Ol1 lind during' the duys WI' would 
this ill health. But God 1I0s mert'ifully likl" anI' homl"!> to l)I' your homc'!, and Ollr 

puUed mc through to bl' more eODsciollf> bIbles to br your tabII"S, and oUJ"!el,,{'''t 
of nis Presence and to understand and at YOllr service. Tt will also do the 
love TTis Holy Scn'ant more lind more; ClHlse good hl're, dear friellu, and that 
and to -.;ympathiz{' with every. st l"ickl'n is wbat we arc all out for. So we siwll be 
one. This ill-health has been the ('ause happy 8nd also doing good work for the 
of my seemingly limited efforts. But Ma~ter and the great Cause. 
Jlot a momf'nt any day have T lost sight "~ould you be so kind as to cxplain to 

(Continuft! on paif 274) 



STAR OF THE WEST 
TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA 

o thou STAt OF THIT WEST I 
Be thou happy! Be thou happyl Shouldu thou continue to remain firm and eternal, at 

long thou shal t become the Star of the East and shalt spread in every country and clime. 
Thou art the first paper of the Bahais which Is organized in the country of America. Al
though for the prestnt thy subscribers arc limited, thy form is small and thy voice weak, yet 
shoulds! thou stand unshakable, bec.omc the object of , the attention o f the friends and the 
cenlcr o f the generosity of the leaders o f the faith who arc firm in the Covenant, in the fu
ture thy subscribers will become hosts after ho sts like unto the waves of the sea; thy volume 
will increase, thy arena will become vast and I padou5 and thy voice and fame will be raised 
and become world-wide-and at last thou shalt become the first paper of the world o f human-
117. Yet all these depend upon ftrmne" ftrmne", firmne,,' 

(SigPl ld) ABUul.-B ... H ... AB .... s. 

TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA 
o ye apostles of B ... aA'O'LU.u-May my life be a ransom to you I 

. . . . Similarly, the Magarine, the ST .... OF THE WUT, must be edited in the utmott 
regulari ty, but its contents must be the promulgator of the Cause of God-so that both in the 
East and the West they may become informed of tbe most important events. 

(SitPlld) ABDUl.-BAH ... AnAl. 

STAR OF THE WEST FOUNDATION 
North,as ttrn StotlS; HooPIlll H ... Uls. Wuttrn Statts; HEUN S. GooD ... Ll.. 
Soutn«ffl S tatu: DOHlinion of Canada: M ... y MAXWEl.L 

Cmtroi Statts: AIBIIT VAIL, CARL ScIlEPn.fll. 
Editorial Staff: AUlar R. WINDusT-GanUJ)E BUlK£W ... -D ... Zu M. B"'CD"DI 

Hotlora~ Mt'Pllbn-: MIRZ ... AU' .... D SOHRAS 

Two I mportant Tablets to the Bahais of America, 
just received. 

16 

To the friends of Ood-.America-Unto them be the glory of God, the Most 
Glorious! 

H e I s The Most Glorious! 
o ye friends of God! 

The w(wld is still tilled with tribulations and agitation, and the nations 
of the world are in fact in competition, strife and war with one another. In 
some countries there is also open warfare, and strife. The world of humanity 
is sick and unawakened and the physicians of morality are in collfiict more 
than all ather people: they have not yet discoyered the cause of the sickness 
(of world), nay rather, they are utterly ignorant. In rcality the physicians 
themselves arc sickcr, wenker and more avaricious than 1111. In spite of illis, 
aU the nations of the world aro neglecting and disregnrdillg the fnct that, 
except the Divine Physician, who is well aware of the constitution of the 
world of humanity, no one can remedy these diseases and bestow the most 
effective antidote. VariOllS diseases have so pcrmeated the body of the world 
that the sick, together with the IlUM'e and the physician, have become utterly 
helpless and are suffering great calamities. 

Today the only community which has no prt'judiec lIud is llot in conflict 
with any other community, and besides this wishes the good health, ea'>C, cOJU
fort and harmony of the world of humanity, is this oppressed (Bahai ) com
munity. Notwithstanding this the peoples of the Orient arc practicing the 
utmost oppression towards this persecuted communit~' . In Persia r"ery day 
they create some new disturbanc<,s and take recourse in false charges as a new 
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pretext: the chiefs of the old religion instigate the Dlll~CS in general to auack 
und wipe out all these perseeuted souls. 

Then pray yo ,llnt the friends in tho Orient Jllay remain protected and 
guarded. The firm Ilnd steadiast friends in the Orient in spite of this (per
secution) are wllving like unto the sea, and their utmost aspiration is to nt· 
tain to the most great martyrdom. They have attained to complete severance, 
('nkindlemen t and sincerity and are ready to ascend to the Kingdom of God. 
Verily, verily they arc sell-sacrificing and Iife- giving! 

Pormerly in Persia divorce was very easily obtained. Among the peo
ple of the old Ilalion (Islam ) 11 trifling matter would cau~e divorce. However. 
as the li~bt of the Kingdom shone forth souls were quickened by the spirit of 
BAHA'o'LI"m, theD they utterly ahstninE'd from divorcE'. In Persia now di
vorce does not take plnce among the fricnds (Rahais) unless something un
bral'1lble occurs which makes harmony impossible. Under these rare eircum
stanc(>'! some eases of divorce takc place. 

Kow the friends in America must li\'e and conduct themselves in this way. 
They 1ll1L'lt strictly I·draiu from divorce unless something arises which com
pels them to separate bccause of thrir aversion for cach other, then with the 
knowledge of the House of Spirituality the:. may decide to separate. They 
must then be patient and wait a )'car. If during this y('ar harmony is 110t 
I'('·estnblished b(>tweC:n them then th('ir dh·orce may bc rcnlized. 

, 
A'! soon as a slight friction or displ(,llSure of the heArt appears b('tw~n 

tIl(' hu~bnnd and wife, the husband should not think of union wi.th some other 
WOllllln; or, God forbid, the wife should also think of another husband! This 
is ('ontrary to heavenly purity and real chastity. The friend'! of God mmt live 
nnd conduel thcm~el\"es, exhibit excellfmee of character find refinement, in such 
a W6)· 8S to mllke othrrs astOllish(>d. The love betwepn husband and wife 
'!hould not bf' pnrrl)" physical. nay rather it must be spiritual and heaven!)·. 
These two souls should bf' considere<l as one soul. ITow difficult it is to divide 
olle sinj!"lc soul! Ct'rtainl:--· there will appear ~reat difficulties! 

]n short the foundation of th(> Kingdom of God is based upon hannollY. 
love. Ollpncs~. l'clatiom~hip, union find not upon differences: cspceially b('twecn 
the husband and the wife. Tf onE' Df thrse two beeomes tile cause of divorcE'. 
that one will unquestionably faJl into gl'('at difficulties, shall become th(' victim 
of for midable ('alamilies IIl1d shall ('xpcriencc deep r('morsc. 

Puto :r01l be th(> !llor:--- of Abha! 
(Si~ned) AllDI.'L-BAHA ABBAS. 

(Translated hy A:dzullah S. Bahudur, Haifa, Pniestine, Kovcmhel· 12, 1920.) 

To tiu.' friC'nds of God, America. 

He Is The Most Glorious! 
o )"e friend..<! of God! 

The foundation of the Kingdom of God is laid upon justice. fairness, mt'rcr, 
s;rmputhy and kindness to every sou\. Then strive ye with Iwart and !loul to 
proclicf' lovo and kindness to the world of hUmanity at huge, e:o:cept 10 those 
sonls who arc selfish and insincere. It is not ad"is.nble to show kindn("'lS to u 
person who is a tyrant, a traitor or a thief because kindness ellcourllges him to 
bf'come worse lind does not awaken him. The more kiudness you show to a 
liar the more he is apt to lie, for he thinks that you know not while you do 
I,..now but extreme kindness keeps ~·ou from revealing your knowledp:e. 
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Then, 0 ye friends of God! Ye must Hot ouly have kind aud mel'cif,,1 
feelings for mankind, but ye should also exercise the utmost kindness towards 
every living creature. The physical sensibilities and instincts are common to 
animal and man. Man is, however, negligent of tbis reality und imagines that 
sensibility is pcculiar to mankind, therefore he practic('s cruelty to the animal. 
In reality what difference is there in physical sensations! Sensibility is the 
same whether yOli harm mfill or animal; there is 110 difT('reucc. )jay 1'8til('I', 
cruelty to the animal is llIore J)Hinful because man ha~ a tongue and he sigh8, 
complains and groans when he receives 00 injury und complains to the go\'
ernment and Ule government protects him from cruelty, but the poor animal 
cannot speak, it can neithcr show its sutTcring nor ill it able to appeal to til(' 
government. ]f it is harllled a thousand times by mnn it is not ablt' to (\t'fend 
itself in words DOl' can it seek justice or retaliate. Therefol·c Olll' must b(' 
very cOJ1Sidcratc towards animals nnd show Q;N'atcl' kindne~s to them than 
to man. Educate the children in their infancy in such a way that lht'y may 
become <,xceedingly kind and merciful to the unimals. If an animal is sick 
tht'y should endeavor to cure it; if it is hungry they should feed it; if it i;; 
thirsty, they should satisfy its thirst; if it is tired the)' should give it I·est. 

Man is geut'l'lllly sinful and the animal is inDocent; uDqup_~tionahl~· one 
Illuf;f bc more kind and merciful to the innoccnt. The harmful animal.~, su('h a~ 
th e bloodthirsty wolf, the poisonous ~make and other injuriou~ 11Ilinlllls urI" t'x
c{'ptt'd, because mercy towards these is t'ruehy to mnu, and otlu.'r animals. For 
instnnct', if you show kindness to a wol£ thi!! b{'t'omel; II lymllllY to tilt, ShCl'p. for 
it (the wolf ) may destroy an entire flock of Hilpcp. 1£ you gin' tlH' oppel·tunity 
to a mad dOli: it may be th£' canse of the destruction of a thousand animals and 
men. TIlf'refore, s~'lllpalhy to tht' ferot'iOIiS unimal is cl·uelty to the p('accflll 
animal, so they (ferocious animals) should be donI.' Ilway with. To the bIe-"sNl 
animals, howcver, the utmost kindne!<s should be exereil>Cd: tl1l' mort' th(' het
IeI' it will be. This sympathy and kindut'ss is one of til(' fundlllll{'ntal prin
ciples of the divine kingdom. Yt' shuuld pa:,-- (!I'Cat attention to this question. 

Unto yf' be thp j:!lory of AbIla! 

(Rigned) ~\BDl:l ,"n.\H\ AIIB.\!':. 

(TI·nnslatcd b~' Azizullilh S. Bahadur, naifa, Palestine, Kovt'mhcr 12th, ]9"0.) 

News from England 
(Continued from page 271) 

the Criemls in Stuttgart that we have 
not written to them, because we have 
had our hands full h£'re, and we have 
had no OD(, strong enough to deal wilh 
even ?I'falleilester alone, but hope in fu
ture to begin a "ery 11appy correspond
ence with them. During the war, W(' 

a lways rcgardE'd the Stuttgart Bahais a"! 
a 11andful of hl"illiant jewels in the !let
ting of that beautiful country lind 0111' 

sympathi('s w('ut out continually to 
them; and we Illways mC'ntioned tlll.'m 
with high honor and r('f;pcct. When 
1 wns sent (IS a conscript to 

Prance, worJ,.-in~ in the forests, or with 
pick and spade on the mlset·able I'ollds 
o( that country even in the battle ZOIH' , 

1 often spoke of the Stuttgart flahais, 
praising them beC'ause they were ont tor 
the Broth('rhood o[ )Ian, and makinR" it 
plain that we were all victims of Ii sa\,
Hge past !lnd the godlessn('ss of today 
and the soldiers ngrt'ed that tId .. wO" 
t me. 

T cun only speak as representing a 
verr ft'w here in Manchester; but we rp
sped /lnd love, and feel in perfect unity 
with lIlt' energetic 8nd large body of 
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Rahais ill Germany. 'rhey al'e OUI' 

brothers Hnd sisters and we know no 
such a thing liS nationality. We all have 
Olle country-the Kingdom oC Abha; 
and B.'..1I,\ 'O'/.I ... ,\II is the King. 

OUI' siil'uCC has not breD due to any 

other cause than that nil our thought 
and energy has been used up here to {'S

t1lblisb the Canse of Abdul-Baha here. 
With all our love and kind remem

brances, your brother in the Cause of 
BI-Abha, E. 7'. /lall. 

Recent T ablet from Abdul-Baha to Mr. Hall 

Through Aga Mir.lll fJOtfllllah-Upon 
him be BAHA'O'LL..I,H RI-Abha!-tohis 
honor 1\11'. Hall, Manchester, Bngland. 
-Upon him be ;BAllA 'O'LLAll El
Abha! 

11e Is God! 

o tholl who art attracted to the \\"" ord 
of Uod lind herald of the Kingdom of 
God! 

Two letters have been l'eceived from 
you. 'rheir contents produced ('xecssive 
joy, £01' they were indicative of this, that 
thou hast arisen in ),Ianehcster with a 
film purpose, a superior power and a 
peaceful intention, and desiring to form 
It luminous IlH'Ctillg so that the friends 
may gather together. The manila which 
came from heaven for the disciples, 
was neitht;'r' cress, onion, leutil, garlic 
nor le('k. It. was bounty and knowledge; 
it was faith rrnd assurllnee; it was loV(' 
and attrAction; it WitS attachment and 
enkindlement by the fire of the love of 
God. These spiritual foods were pres
ent upon that tnble. As the disC'iple!'! 
ate from thes(' bounties of His Holiness 
Christ, tht'y became tilled with the love 
of Christ; they ha~t('ned to all parts of 
the world aud heraldrd the Kingdom of 
God. My hopI', from the unlimited 
grace, i!'! that tbat gathering may also 
('at from tlris manDa and bounties. 

Convey this message on my behalf 
to Mr. and Mrs. C'heSSE'l: "0 ye two 
birds of the gardens of the Kingdom, 
rnnke a nest and dwelling like unto 
birds upon the Tree of Life, whidl 1S 
the heavenly teachitlgs, and raise in a 
vuriety of tunes, melodious songs in the 
gardens of the Kingdom." 

Convcy longing greetings to Mr. Jo
seph. Say: ·'As the Jose-ph of Egypt 
possessed real beauty and knowledge, 
he was in great demand in the Egyptian 
market. Although be was a stranger 
aud abject, yet, as he had this splcndor. 
he became then the beloved of the di
vine Egypt: attained eternal glory, and 
waS addressed by his brothers, 'Verily, 
Ood bath given thee precedence over us .. 
Now thou bearest the same name. Strive 
in the path of the Kingdom so that thou 
IllRyest be addressed by all the friends 
with such A suitable address." 

Convcr on my behuIr the ntmost re
spect to :\fr. and Mrs. Cra\'en, and say: 
"0 ye two faithful !louis! If ye an
nounce the Advent of the Kingdom and 
become thc exhibition of divine happi. 
ness and heavcnly exaltation, no donbt 
yOll will be(~ome two luminOlls candles 
and loved souls in tbat gathering." 

Conwy to Mr. and Mrs. Birch my 
profound Abba greeting and say: "This 
is the century of Lights, and the age 
of the unfnding of the mysteries. All 
Ihe exi~tillg beings ure in growth and 
progres.."'!, und the realities of things 
sing the songs of praise and glorification 
to the Lord of Host."'!, because the Sun 
of Reality hl1th shone ill this c('ntmy 
at the zcnith, and energi:r.('d all exist
ence. This is why you obsen'e cvery day 
some lIew discovery and superb li~hts 
appear Oll the stage of visibility." 

lTpon thee and upon thE"m be Bahn
el·Abha! 

(Signed) ABDUI .... B.UI ... ABBAS. 

(Translated by Lotfullah S. Hakim, 
naifa, Palestine, February 12, 1920). 
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Tablets to Bahais in America received in 1919 and 1920 

AuaUST RUDD 
To his honor, Mr. August Rudd-Upon 

him be the mary of God, the Most 
Glorious! 

IIe Is God! 

o thou son of the Kingdom! 
Thy letter was received. Thy desire 

is to return to Sweden, thy home. In 
the country of Sweden the call of God 
is not yet raised. God willing, thou 
mayst b~ confirmed to raise the divinf' 
call in that country and be the cause of 
guidance unto a large multitude. Let 
not this statement look strange to thee, 
because the confirmations of the King
dom of AbIla ure po'Wcrful. They make 
the feeble strong, and give feathers and 
wings to the featherless bird. 

The maid-servant of God, Miss Kno}).. 
loch, went from America to Germany, 
Of course thou hast heard how she 
stirred Germany and consequently how 
many souls werc guided! Now I sup
plicate to God that thou mayst be mol'C 
(than she) confirmcd, so that that dark 
count.ry of the world of nature may be 
illumined with thc heavenly luminos
ity. Feel assurerl that eonfirmatiOIl will 
reacll thee. 

Upon thee be Baha-el-Abha! 

(Signed) ABDUL-BAllA ABBAS. 

(Translated by AzizuIlflh S. Bahadur, 
Haifa.) 

FERDINJU~ PETERSON 
To his honor Mr. Ferdinand Peterson, 

Racine, ·Wiseonsin-Upon him be 
BAllA'O'LLAll EI-Abha! 

He Is God! 

o thou servant of the Divine Threshold! 
Thy letter was receivcd. Thou hadst 

written that this yea.r thou hast attended 
the Convention, hast beeD present at 
that illumined assemblage, hast heard 
those merciful addresses, hast secured a 

fresh spirit and hast increased in faith, 
assurance and firmness in the Covenant. 
Appreciate the value of this lordly 
bounty and thank God that thou art 
living in the dispensation of the 
Covenant, and art attracted to the Sun 
of the Reality of the Abha Beauty
)Iay my life be a sacrifice to His friends! 

Thou hadst written concerning the 
piece of land which thou desirest to sell 
and consecrate its price to the CauSf'! of 
God. At present· do not hurry, and let 
it remain in your hands. 

On bebalf of the friends in Racine I 
supplicate and entreat at the Divine 
Threshold, and beg for them a new out
pouring of the Spirit, so that they may 
be stirred and quickened, may be ani
mated and enlivened, may promulgate 
the Divine teachings, strive for the one
lless of the world of humanity, and serve 
the principle of universal peace. 

(Signed ) ABDUL·RAHA ABBAS. 

(Translated by SlIoghi Rabbani. Bah
jeh, Aeca, Palestine, July 20, 1919. ) 

l\fRS. WAITE 
To the attracted maid-servant of God, 

Mrs. Shahnaz Waite-Upon her he 
thc Glory of God, the ::\Iost Glorious! 

He Is God! 

o thou sweet singing bird! 
The new song· has been received. 

Verily, verily art thou raising sweet 
melodies iu thp. Rose-garden of the love 
of God. The vibration of tbis melod~' 
will, forever, give pleasure to the ears 
of tlle children of the Kingdom. 

Upon thee be the Glory of God! 
(Signed) ABDUL-BAllA ABBAS. 

(Translated by Azimllah S. Bahadur, 
August 15, 1920, TTaifa, PAlestine. ) 

·Song entitled, "The Ne\v Liberty 
Bell," dedicated to Abdul-Balla and the 
Dahai Juniors.-Shuhnaz Waite. 
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BAHA 'O'LLAn EI-Abha! 

He Is God! 
o thou servant of God! 

Thy letter was received. On thy be-
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half I prayed to God and supplicated 
to the Kingdom of God that thou mayest 
be detached from this world, may be
come self-effaced and may be thinking 
of the everlasting Kingdom, The foun
dation of this world is not seeure and is 
of no conscquence. One should devote 
his time to it as much as it is necessary 
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and the rest of Ilis time he should COD

secrate to the Kingdom of God, so that 
eternal illumination may be secured and 
everlasting existence may be attained. 

Upon thee be Baha-el-Abha! 

(Signed) ABDUL-BAllA ABBAS. 

(Translated by Shoghi Rabbani, 
Acea, Palestine, July 25th, 1919. ) 
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H. DE BOER 
To his honor, Mr. H, De Boer-Upon 

him be BAHA'O'LLAH EI-Abha! 
He Is God! 

o thou servant of God! 
Do not grieve at the amictions and 

calamities that have befallen thee. All 
calamities and affiictions have been cre· 
ated for man so that he may detach 
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himself from this mortal world-a world 
to whieh he is much attached. When 
he experiences severe trials and hard
ships, then his nature will be drawn to 
God snd he will seek the eternal realm 
-8 realm which is sanctified from all 
afflictions and ClilHlllities. Such is tlle 
case with the man who is wise. He shall 
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never drink from a cup which is at the 
end distasteful, but, ou the contrary, he 
seeks the cup of pure and limpid water. 
He will not taste of the honey that is 
mixed with poison. 

Praise thou God, that thou hast been 
tried and hast experienced such a test. 
Be patient and grateful. 'furD thy face 
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to the di~ine Kingdom and strive that 
thou maycst acquire merciful character
isti.cs, mayest become illumined, of the 
Kingdom and lordly. Endeavor to be
come indifferent to the pleasures of thi.s 
world and to it-s comfort, to remain firm 
and steadfast in the Covenant and to 
promulgate the Cause of God. 

This is the cause of the exaltation of 
man, the cause of his glory and of his 
salvation. 

Upon thee be Baha-el-.A.bha! 
(Signed) AnnUL-RillA AnBAS. 

(Translated by Shog-hi 
Haifa, P'alestine, October 14, 

Rabbani, 
1919.) 
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Abdul-Baha. 
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He Is God! 

Thou shouldst say:· 

"I am a Bahai and am a friend to all religions 
and nations. I consider all to be of one race 
and count them as my relatives. I have divine 
love and not racial and sectarian love. Accord
ing to the explicit written Command of BAHA
'0' LLAH. I do not pronounce a word pertaining 
to politics, because we are forbidden to interfere 
in political affairs. We are concerned with af
fairs which are heavenly. We are servants unto 
the world of morality. We consider that re
ligious, racial, political and national prejudices 
are destructive to the world of humanity. We 
believe that the whole of the surface of the earth 
constitutes one home and all mankind form one 
family. With all we associate in the utmost sin
cerity and kindness." 

-ABDUL-BAHA ABBAS 

-);'TA BLBT FRO)! ABDUL-BAllA TO FANNY KNOBU>CH 

1'0 tbe mald'""rva"t o f (;od, Y.'IIIY Kooblod •. South Alrlca, the .Ilter of Alma KDQblocb, 
Germ.or-Upon ber be the Glory II( UO(!, Ibe Moat Glorio,,,! 

H.I. c;"Jt 
o thOIl dear <Dald·..,rva .. t of God! 

Thy leuer bas l>et!n , ...,.,Ived . \'erlly. thy .llter baa lie-bled .. lamp 10 !Jerma,,),. God 
wUUOl!', tbo" wUt be 10 .. '&1"11'",,,&1.01 confirmed. ThOll Wllliliudle .. lumloo .. llamp, II lIIa;y 
be the Gnvemm""1 01 tbo ... ~lon ... 111 check thee. Thou ,bouidsl .a,., .. 1_ aboveJ. 

Upon the. be Ibe Glor y of Abha! 
[S~edl A"OIH .. -BAHa A ...... 

I Transla ted by Ad~IIU.h S. B.had". , Halfa, h.lullne , "ulfllil 10, 1920.1 
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"We desire but the good of the world and the happiness of the nations; that al1 nations 

shall become onc in faith and all men as brothers; that the bonds of affection and unify be
tween the sons of men shall be strengthened, that diversity of religion shall ceasc and differ
ences of nee be annulled. So it shall be; the'Sc fruitless slri fcs; these fu inous wars shan 
pass away, and the 'Most Great Peace' shall comc."-BAHA'O'U.AH. 

Vol. 11 Sultan 1,76 Uanuary 19, 1921) No. 17 

His Story 
What lin Oriental sl.Iid to an Occidental 

By ARTHUR S. AGNE'\\' 

ONE evening in Cairo two gentle
men called upon us at the hotel 

where We were stopping. They were 
friends of our interpreter. Both were 
tall and straight, dJ,(,fls('d ill long, flow
ing, spotless robes, und would han} been 
received as men or distinction in nn)' 
gathering, One of them was a man of 
the desert und in our l'ooms at the hotel 
he seemed as far away from contact 
wiLh worldly things as if hc were ouL 
under the stars alone with his God, The 
vitalized nil' of the d~rt sct'nled to float 
around and exhale from him, Afler eIl
joying a very plea."ant Yi~iL we noticed 
he was having quite a I(,llgthy l'ouveI'SU
tion with the iutcl'pretcr, and as tlu' 
words of his discourse began to come to 
us throu gh the int('rpretcl' we roum1 
ourseln's listening 10 a most PI'OfOlllld 
discourse, JTad we known what was 
(ooming We wonld hlt\,(' IM(,U notes frOIll 
the heginning, so g'rent was the impres
sion made upon liS all. As it wa.<;, the 
words w(-'re pnded, til('.'" had bidd('n llS 

adieu and w('I'e Konc befor(, w(' real
i7.(-'(l it, 

That WflS many yellrs ago and now 
it seems fit that this thought "hould be 
m:·orded . But I regret that I shall ha'e 
to ('xpress it in my own way, for I can
not remember his i111lstl'atitllls nor ever 
hop<' to Pl'Odll('C aU,vthing- like the won
derful words lle lI~d: all T cnn remem
ber is tlie great iel(,l1 h(' RO b('nlltifllll~' 
s('t forth, 

flcfore ntlemptillj:t 10 reproduce hi~ 
Ilrgum£'nt. T wish 10 ix-fl r tributE' to th(' 
wondedul persollnlil~' of this mnn ot 

tile desert, the winds that cheered him 
seemed to blow over the desert of self
forgetfulness of his heart and its lumin
ous stars seemed mirrored in his eyes, 
while his whole being seemed warmed 
with the spirit of severance from all 
things save God. 

Consider fi rst that little animal or in
"Cct whose life consists of less thai.! a 
day (ephemeral)--of which the mol'll
ing sun witnesses the birth and the en
tire life is consummated before the eve
uing SUli sets beD('uth the horizon. If it 
were an intelllgen t thinking creature it 
would assume the world to be eternally 
bathed in sunlight. 

Consider next the annual plants of 
our gardell'l, Their life begins with the 
warm days of spring and under the im
pelling fOI'('e of the summer su nlight 
tlley bur~t into bloom and in the chill 
da;rs of autumn fold their leav('s about 
them and close up their existence. If 
they were intelligent thinking creatures 
Ihey would know the sun not only shines 
in .the daytime but drops below the hori
zon at nigllt to furnish a period of sleep, 
r('st and rcCrcshm(lnt , only to arise again 
on the following day a fiery orb to de
IUlInd of them ncw cxcrtion, 

Now cansider the shl'ubs and trees 
which surviw the winter and which 
make a gr(later growth each ;rcaI'. If 
the;,>' wet'(' intelligent thinking creatures 
they would know t.hat not only day fol
lows night and night follows day. but 
that 3110thcr action of the earth and sun 
(laused the Still to rise from a n(lw point 
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on the horizon each day, producing the 
seasons, and that this underlying action 
of the seasons does not in any way in
h~rfcre or prevent the sun rising eRch 
morning and setting each evening. 
They would know that here were two ap
parently independent actions, the one 
causing the days and nights und the 
other causing the seasons of the YCllr. 
These two actions, one complete in twell
ty-four hours and the other complete in 
365 days, operate independently of each 
other but in perfect accord, the one like 
the waves on the surface of the ocean, 
the other like the great tide. 

Now let us consider human life. It 
passes through babyhood, childhood, 
youth, manhood, middle age and old 
age. Each life is lived moment by mo
ment; cach thought, each decision, is of 
only a moment's duration, for time 
moves on imperceptibly in a way impos
sible to measure; yet the higher the in
telligence, and the greatcr and more in,
portant the life, thc greater the underly. 
ing purpose which moves steadily on 
from the moment of birth to that of 
death. 

Without using further illustration!'!, if 
you examill~ everything you will find in 
it the momentary action and underneath 
the great design, the wave on the sur
face and the great tidal movement, the 
thought of the moment and the great 
underlying purpose. 

Man's greatest endeavor is to find his 
pcrfect relationship with himself, his 
family, his neighbors, hi!'! country anrl 
his God. Only through religion is he 
able to do this, for without it he cannot 
find the balance between the personal 
and the universal. What is universal 
to man is personal to the neighborhood. 
"That is universal to the neighborhood 
ill personal to t.lle nation. That is, 10 
make a united nation each neighbor
hood must set aside its own pCN\Onal 
wishes in part to become a unit of the 
government, and each man must set 
aside hi!. own personal wishes in part 
and look at things in a universal way to 
have a good neighborhood. Religion 

furnishes tilis perfect balance between 
the personal demands and the universal 
demands, because, when man sets aside 
his own idea of God and aecepts the 
idea of God as set forth by the Mani
festations of God, he finds unity in idea, 
and among men the proper appreciation 
of values becomes realized. 
~ow let us consider the religions and 

sec if we find in them the solution of the 
needs of the hour and also the great 
underlying purpose as we find through. 
out nature. 

The Holy Land has bcen the eentcr of 
religious exposition from the time of 
our father Abraham. 'rhe Mountain of 
Cannel hilS seen the manifestation of 
the will of God to men from Abraham, 
}\foses, Jesus, :;\fohammed and .Baha '0-

'Hah. Abraham came from Ur of the 
Chaldees, he journeyed up the Mesopo
tamian valley, through the fertile cres
cent at the north of the Arabian Desert 
till he came to the Holy Land. He met 
the needs of the hour by setting up a 
patriarchal form of government and left 
thc promise that sometime all men would 
become as brothers and that this Cove
nant God made with him would beeom(> 
efitablished throughout the world. 

To this land came Moses from Egypt 
and he met the needs of the hour by 
establishing the principle of law, and 
:Uoses and t.he prophets promised a fu
ture time when peace should reign suo 
preme, wh('n men would beat their 
spears into plowshares and not learn 
Will' any more. 

To this land also came Jesus, to a 
land sanctified by the feet of the Uoly 
ones before him, to a land flowing with 
the milk and honey of spiritual endow· 
ment. He taught the needs of the hOllY 

in the Inw of lo\"e and forgiveness, and 
he established the ehurch or sanctuary 
as a place to keep alive this SIlcred fiamC' 
of love lest thc feet of the fierce one!'! 
of the world stamp it out. It was like 
the sweet childhood of religion, the man· 
isfestation of the Son of God. 

And to this land came also Moham
med. He taught t1~ wild trihes of the 
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desert, and he met the needs of the day 
in his strong denunciation of error and 
wrong, in his fearless stand for right
eousness and justice, and established 
unity in the stalement that" There is 
no God but God and :llohammed is his 
prophet." Tho teachings of l\lOhUffilllcd 
arc very little known in the Chris· 
tian world, and it is only through the 
teachings of Baha'o'llah that they can 
be understood by Christians. 

And now comes in this day to the 
Holy Land the manifestation of God 
for this day, Baha'o'llah. .Although 
this is new and the centuries have not 
yet accorded theil" wealth of adoration, 
it is not necessary to ask whether it is 
true or not, it is only necessary to take 
the instructions of Haha '0'1I8h aud put 
them into pl'actice in our lives to realize 
the warmth in the heart and the spir
itual enlightenment which follows. The 
proof of the sun is to step into the sun
shine. No need to ask the little plant 
whether it receives its warmth from the 
sun or from the cool dews of the eve
ning. This great revdatioll wa" vested 
in three persons, the Bab, the fOr(!run
ner; DArf,\'O'Lt.A H, the !{rent centrHI 
figure, revcaler of the Words or Life; 
Abdul-Dahll, the suceE'S!>Or, the ex
plainer, the Center of the Covenant. 
Baha'o'Uah, although born in Persia, 
was transported to the Holy Land 
through the action of the Persian and 
Turkish governments. Apparently 
through no will of his own he followed 
in a more extended way the journeying 
of Abraham. Abraham came with his 
family and his flocks-Raha'o'llah came 
a prisoner and an exile, but he also came 
in majesty the like of which the world 
has never before witnessed. 

It is not the purpose here to enter 
into a detailed aeeount of the Revela
tion of Daha 'o'lJah . It is sufficient to 
say that he hM with divine power op
ened up the SIlered mysteries of all rr
ligions, torn away all the bamers wiuch 
~eparate mankind into unkind groups, 
made it pOAAihle for all humankind to 
('nter into one body, of one thought and 

purpose undel' the banner of love and 
service, in a way entirely satisfying to 
the judgment of mind and heart. All 
this with perfect order, everything pro
vided in tbe fulfillment of this Cov
eTlant, even to the appointing of the 
Center of tlle Covenant in the person of 
Abdul-Baha. 

1t is possible that mankind may re
ject this wonderful and perfect gift
hut then again it is not poIiSible. It is 
inconceivable that a purpose extending 
down through the ages from before 
Abraham should faiJ at the appointed 
time of its consummation through the 
lack of human minds and hearts to re
('eive it. TIle Word of God has power 
to change the heart-history has shown 
that it can raise up from the stones 
children to Abraham. The heart of the 
world is good. Its power for good has 
been weakened by separation, it has 
grown up in separate groups, kept apart 
by lack of understanding which has 
grown into prejudice. This prejudice 
will fade away before the divine power 
of this wonderful unfoldment (revela
tion) as the mists fade awny before the 
morning sun. Nothing can prevent the 
consummation of the divine plan 
throughout the ages. "These ruinous 
wars, this fruitless strife must cease and 
all men become a8 one family." 

So we find religion conforms to the 
great natural law. The Spirit of God 
attaches itself from time to time to cer
tain holy souls of such radiant purity 
that they are able to re6eet to mankind 
the will of God. Eneh one is a mani
festation of tl1C will of God for the 
nef'd~ of humanity in their day, and 
opens up a new era. From Abrahrun 
down through each new manifestation, 
in Moses, Jesus and Mohammed, the 
world has been prepared for the time 
when the promised Covenant might be 
fulfilled. And the need of this day in 
which we are now living is for the cst.'l.b
Iishment of this age-old promised Cov
enant. For the first time in history the 
'Manifestation of God has come at H 
tim/?' when all parts of the world are in 
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daily communication with each other. 
At no previous Manifestation could the 
whole world be united, for during thC' 
day of i\[oses, Jesus and Mohammed the 
western continents of North and South 
America had not yet been discovered. 

"Then the people of the world unite in 
this great idea, set aside their own wills 
for the will of God (throughout the 
ages), the Divine Master will prevail 
and the world become the Paradise of 
Union, Love and Service, the brother
hood of man will be realized in the £atJl
crhood of God, the Covenant to Abra-

THE WEST 

ham will have been fulfilled, the great 
underlying wave will have reached the 
surface. 

Such was the great idea left with us 
by this pure-hearted, clmrmillg soul of 
the desert, and I think you will agree 
with us in the thought we expressed at 
the time we listened to him-that in his 
heart the desert had blossomed as a rose. 
'l'his and kindred thoughts were in our 
minds on this pleasant evening, meeting 
with such a delightful personality and 
listenillg to such a wonderful story. 

The Bahai Movement and Esperanto 
\Vords of BAHA'O'LLAFI and ABDUL-BAHA, compiled by Jeanne Bolles. 

"TIrE Sixth Ishrak is concerning union 
and harmony among servants (man

kind). Through union the regions of 
the world have ever been illuminated 
with the light of the (Divine) Cause. 
The greatest means (for this end) is 
that the peoples should be familiar with 
each other's writing and language. 

"'Ve have formerly commanded, in 
the Tablets, that the trustees of the 
House of Justice must select one tongue 
out of the present languages, or a new 
language, and likewise select one among 
the various writings and teach them to 
the children in the schools of the world, 
so that the wholc world may thereby be 
eonsidered as one native land and one 
part. 

"The most splendid fruit of thp 'T'rpe 
of Knowledge is this exal ted Word: Ye 
are all fruits of one tree and leaves of 
one branch. 

"Glory is not his who loves his own 
country, but glory is his who loves his 
kind. 

"In this connection we have formerly 
revealed that which is the means for the 
prosperity of the world and the unifica
tion of nations. 'Blessed are those who 
attain! Blessed are those who prac
ticc!'" 

(Extract from the Tablet of lshrahat 
(Effulgences) by BAHA'o'LLAH, reveal cd 
in Acca morc than 40 years ago.) 

ESPERANTO 

[n Sept. 1901: 
Abdul-Balta said to some pilgrims, 

"'l'he differences betwecn t.his Revelation 
and that of Jesus Christ are, that in this 
eyclc all the inhabitants of the world 
will be gathered into one nation; univer
sal peace will prevail, bloodshed and war 
will cellse; thcre win be a universal u/-t!
guage; union and IHlrmony will reach it..;; 
highest state." 

In December, 1912, Abdul-BaAa said: 

"All through America I have encour
aged the Bahais to study Esperanto and 
to the extent of my ability I will strive 
in its spread and promotion." 

Extract from an address by Abdul
Haha on International Language, given 
in Edinbltrgh, Scotland, January 7th, 
1913, under the auspices of the Edin
burgh Esperanto Society, during whick 
he said: 

"His Holiness BAHA'O'LLAH, many 
years ago, wrote a book called The Most 
Holy Book, one of the fundamental 
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]>rineiplel'l of whi('h i'i the neccs. .. ity of 
creating Illl lluxilil1l'Y lan~,''Uagc, Hnd he 
makes clear the good and pl'ofit which 
will come because of its use. Now let us 
Ulank the Lord because this language, 
Esperanto, hll"l b('('11 created. ,,'c, then', 
for~, have commanded all Bohais ill the 
gast to study this language' \'CIT (Oar('
fully, and cre loug it will be "pread 
tlu-ough the entire Elist. T also beg of 
you all, Esperantists and non-Esperan
tist.s, to work (,llcrRctically (or tll(' 
spread of lhis lanA'IHlgp, for it will 
hasten the ('oming of that day, thai 
millennial day, foretold by j)rophcts and 
seers, in which it is snid that the wolf 
and the lamb shall chink from the flame 
fountain, the lion and the dN'r shall feed 
in the same PlIstUI'C'. The m('aning of 
this holy writing is that hostile rnees, 
warring nation.'! and ditrel'ing religions 
shall become united in the spirit of love, 
Dnd will become hOlllul togethel', onc 
with the other." 

While Ol~ a vi,~it al OUttall, h'ugland, 
JalluartJ 16th, 1913, AbduL-Baha ad
dressed a mcetiJlg there, durin." which 
he said: 

"The tenth principle is the e!o;tablish· 
ment of a universal language so that we 
will not have to acquire so many Ian· 
g"l1nges in the future. In schools they 
will study two, the mother tongue and 
the international aux.iliary language. 
The usc of an international auxiliary 
language ''fill become a great mean.'! of 
dispelling the differences betw(,(,n na· 
tions. " 

Address by Abdul·Balta at Ute Esper. 
an.to Banquet, given at Hotel Moderns 
in Paris, France, February 12th, 1913: 

"In the human wodd there arc two 
kinds of undertakingS, universal and 
particular. 'l'he resul!: of every univer· 
sal underwking is infinite, and the out· 
come of every particular undertaking is 
tinite. In this agc all the human prob· 
lems which create a general interest nrc 
universal aud their t'C8ults are likewise 
universal, for humanity has OOeome in· 

tCl'dept'ndent. Today iulel'llationallaws 
have grent illlluenCE', international poli
cies are bringing nations nearer to one 
another. Therefore it is a general axiom 
lhat in the human wQrld every universal 
nffail" commands attention, and its reo 
sults and benefits are limitless j Ulerefore 
let us say that every Uluvcrsal cause is 
divine and cvcry special matter is hu
nU1U. For instance, the universal light 
is from the sun, therefore it is divine. 
Special light which is electric and which 
has illumillcd this banquet hull ifi 
through tll<' invention of man. Ry this I 
Illl'lrn that all the ldrllir'l in the world of 
humanity which arc trring to est .. lblish 
~olidarity between nations and infuse 
Iht' spirit of lIniV{'rSllli~1lI in the heart" 
lll',> di,"im'. Cons{'(lucut!y we can sa~· 
that tIl(> international aux.ilial'~" Ian· 
g'lluge i'! one of the greatest virtues of 
the world oC lnunallity, fol' such an in. 
strument will I'('movc mistmderstanding.;; 
from amongst the p<'oplC', and will ce· 
ment their heart'l togethcl". The' univer· 
Sill auxiliary language will be t.he m('ans 
for each individual in the world of hu· 
manity to bceome enabled to be informed 
of the seienHfie accomplishmcnts of all 
hi'! fellow men. 

"'file busis of knowle'dge 1111<1 thc ex· 
cellencies oC the world art' to tCfleh and 
be taught. '1'0 acquire sci{'nc{'s, lind to 
teaeb them in turn, depends on hlll!{l1age: 
therefore, when tbe international auxili· 
ary language becomes univcrsal, it. is 
{'asily coneeiva.ble that the acquirement 
of knowledge and instruction will like· 
wise become universal. 

"Ko doubt you arc uware tha.t iu the 
past ages a common laugua.ge shared by 
various nations created a spirit of in· 
terdependence and solidarity among 
them. For instance, one thous:n.nd three 
hundred yellrs ago there were very many 
divergent nationalities in the Orient. 
'I'here wcre Copts in Egypt, SYl'inns in 
Syria, Assyrians in Muse!, Babylonians 
in Bagdad nlong the river Mesopotamia. 
There existed between these nations di-

(Continued on plre 290) 
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TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA 

o thou Sr,u 0' THE WEST r 
Be thou happy! Be thou happy I Should,t thou continue to remain firm and eternal, ere 

long, thou shalt become the SUr of the East and shalt spread in every country and clime. 
Thou art the first paper of the Bahais which is organized in the country of America. Al
though for the present thy subscribers are limited, thy form is small and thy voice weak, yct 
shoulds! thou stand unshakablc, bec::omc: the: object of the: attention of the friends and the: 
center of the: generosity of the leaders of the faith who aTe firm in the Covenant, in the fu
ture thy sub!K:rihers will b«ome hosts after hosts like unto the waves of the sea i thy volume 
will increase:, thy arena will become: vast and spacious and thy voice and fame will be raised 
and become world-wide-and at last thou shalt become the first paper of the world of human
ItT. Yet all these depend upon ftrmneu tf,.mneu, jf,,.mneut 

(Signed) ABDUL-BAHA ABBAS. 

TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA 
o ye apostles of BAHA'O'LLAH-May my life be a ransom to youl 

..•• Similarly, the Magatine, the STAJ; OF THE WEST, must be edited in the utmost 
regularity, but its contents must be the promulgator of the Cause of God-so that both in the 
East and the West, they may become informed with the most important events. 

(Signed) ABl.lUL-BAHA AlIBAS. 

STAR OF THE WEST FOUNDATION 
Northeasten. States: HOOPER HARJIlS. W estern States: HU,EN S. GoooALL. 
Souther" States: Dominio" of Canada: MAY MAXWfi.L. 

Vol. 11 

Cmtral States: ALBERT VAIL, CARL SCHEFFLER. 
Editorial Staff: ALBERT R. Wml.lUST-GERUUlI& BUIKEMA-DR, ZIA M. BAGl.lADI 

Honorary Member: MUUA AUMAl.l SOHRAB 

Sultan 1,76 (January 19,1921) 

Second Tablet from Abdul-Baha addressed to the 
Committee of Universal Peace at The Hague 

(Soo page 123 for First Tablet) 

To the Honorable Executive Committee of Universal Peace. 

IIe Is God! 
o yo honorable Members! 

No 17 

Your kind answer to my letter, dated 12tll of June, 1920, has arrived and 
greatly pleased me. Praise be unto God, that it was indicative of the fact 
that your motive and purpose is identical with that of ours. Its contents also 
consisted of spiritual susceptibilities which are expressive of sincere love. 

We, Dahais, feel great affection towards that honorable Assembly. There
fore ha.e we sent two honored persons to that highly esteemed Assembly as a 
sign of strong relationship. 

Today the most important problem in the affairs of the world of humanity 
is that of the Universal Peace, which is the greatest means contributing to the 
very life and happiness of mankind. Without this IllOSt luminous reality it 
is impossible for humanity to attain to actual comfort and profieiency_ Nay 
rather, shall it have, day by day, some additi.onal misfortune and tragedy. 

This last terrible war has clearly proved that the modern war imple
Illents are beyond the endurance of the world of humanity. The future can
not, however, be compared with the past, because the arms and war imple
ments of the past were very simple, while the modern armaments can, in a 
short time, exterminate the whole of the human world, and so they are beyond 
the endurance of mankind. 
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Therefore Universal Peace is, in this age, like unto the sun which is the 
cause of life to all beings. So it is of prime importance and incumbent upon 
every individual to strive for this most significant end. Ko\\' with oneness of 
goal we, I mean ye and we, will strive with all our strength, sacrificing (in this 
path) property, life and family. 

As ye may no doubt have heard, thousands of souls, (Ballais ) have, in 
Persia, sacrificed their lives in this path and thousands of homes have under
gone destruction. Notwithstanding tltis, we have not yielded to disappoint· 
ment. Up to the present, we have been striving and every day we are put
ting forth a new effort. Why' Because peace-loving is not only one of the 
products of the intellect, but also it is a belief based on faith and it is one of 
the eternal prineiples of God. Therefore, we are striving with all our energy, 
disregarding our self-interests, rest, comfort and even the management of our 
own affairs of life, uceallse we consider this noble motive as the very founda
tion of the religions of God. It is a service to the Kingdom of God. It eon
tributes to the attainment of eternal life and is the greatest means for the 
entrance into the Kingdom of the Merciful. 

Today the advantages of Universal Peace are to mankiud well proved 
and the disadvantages of war are similarly lWquestioned by all. But in this 
problem, knowledge alone is not sufficient. An executive force is needed so 
that it (Unh'crsal Peace) muy become established throughout the world. Ye 
should be thinking to draw help from some spiritual executive force so that 
this lofty ideal may be brought out from the stage of imagination into that 
of realization. And it is evident that this most great aspiration cannot be at
tained through the ordinary emotions. Nay rather, it needs intense spiritual 
f('clin~s to turn it from potentiality to aetuality. 

Almost all the people of the earth know that amiability of character is 
praiseworthy Rnd desirable and that badnC&l of charaeter is despised and dis
tastef·uI. Similarly do they know that justice and fairness is agreeable and 
attractive and cruelty and tyranny abom inable and repulsive. Notwithstand· 
in!! this, all the people, with the exeeption of a limited number, arc lackinlZ 
ill praiseworthy character and justice. 

Therefore, they are in need of a spiritual force and higher sentiments to 
improve theil' character. Our firm belief is that the executive power for this 
great problem is the power of the "\Vord of God and the confirmntions of the 
IToly Spirit. 

·We feel great relationship, love and union with yeo 'Vith heart and 
soul, we are longing for the day when the pavilion of the onenes..~ of the world 
of humanity may be pitched in the world and the baDlwr of Univcl'sal Peace 
may wave upon all horizons. Therefore the oneness of the world of humanity 
~hould be established in order that the edifice of Universal Peaee may be 
erected. 

That honorable Assembly, which is tile well-wisher of the world of hu
manity, is highly honored h~r all Bahais. Therefore do we ask ye to kindly 
accept our highest respects and to keep us always informed of the progress 
of Universal Peac(' ill F.\1I"Opc. Constant eommunication should be carried 
on between liS. 

(Signed) AnDUL-B.\ ITA ABBAS. 

(Translated by Azizullall Khan S. Bahadur, Haifa, !\[ount Carmel, Pales
tine', .July 12, 1920. ) 
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The Bahai Muvement and Esperanto 
(Continued from pa.ge 237) 

vergence of opinion and hatred, hut as 
they were slowly brought ncar to one 
another, finding common interests, they 
made the Arabic language a common 
vehicle of speech among them. 'rhe 
study of this common language by all 
made them as one nation. 'Ve know very 
well today tJwt the Assyrians arc not 
Arabs, that the Copts, Syrians, Chal
deans and Egyptians are not Arabs. 
Each one of t.hese nations belongs to its 
own sphere of nationality, but, as they 
ali began to study the Arabic language. 
making it a vchicle of interCOllllIlunica
tion, today, they are all considered as 
one. They are so united that it is :im
possible to break this indissoluble bond. 
Today in Syria there are many relig
ious sects, such as Orthodox, Mussulman, 
the Dorzi, Nestorians and so on. As they 
all speak Arabic they arc considered as 
onc; if you ask anyone of them, he will 
say-I am 3n Arab, though in reality he 
is not. Some of them are Greeks, others 
are Jews, etc. In short, there are many 
different nations and religions in the 
Orient that are united through the hene
fit of a common language. In the world 
of existence an international auxiliary 
language is the greatest hand to unite 
the people. Today the causes of dif
ferences in Europe are the diversities or 
language. We say, this mnn is a Ger
man, the other is an Italian, then we 
meet an Englishman and then again a 
Frenchman. Although they belong to 
the same race, yet, language is the great
est barrier between them. Were a uni
versal auxiliary language now in oper
ation they would all be considered as 
one. Just as in the Orient a common 
language created common interests be
tween the various nations, likewise, in 
this age a universal auxiliary language 
would unite all the people of the world. 
The purpose of my remarks is, that, in 
the world of humanity, the greatest in
fluence which \vill work for unity and 
harmony among the nations is the 

teaching of a universallallguage. Every 
intelligent man will bear testimony to 
this, and there is no fUriher need of ar
gument or evidence. Therefore His 
Iloliness R\IIA 'O'LL.\H wrote about this 
international language morc than forty 
years ago. IIe says that as long as an 
internatiollal language is not invented 
complete union between the various sec
tions of the world will be unrealized, for 
we observe that misunderstandings keep 
people from muttwl association, and 
these misunderstandings witI not be dis
pelled except though all international 
auxiliary language. Generally speakilJg 
the whole people of the Orient are not 
fully informed of the events in the West, 
neither can the 'Westerners put them
selves in sympathetic touch with the 
Easterners-their thoughts arc enclosed 
in a cn.f!k:et- the international lang-ullge 
will be the master key to opcn it. "\Vere 
we in possession of this univcrsal lan
KUnge, the Western books could casily 
he translated into this langnage, and the 
Easterners he informed of their contents. 
In the same way the book,<; of the East 
could be translated into tllat languagc 
for the benefit of the Westerners. Thug 
will the misunderstandings t.hat exist be
tween different religions be dispersed. 
They bring about warfare and strife, 
and it is impossible to remove them with
out this universal language being spI'f'ad 
everywhere. I am an Easterner and on 
this account I know nothing of your 
t.houghts because an inteI'Dational lan
guage is not yet in vogue. Likf!wigc you 
of the West are shut out of my t.houghts. 
1£ we had a common language both of us 
would be infonned of t.he other's 
thoughts. Consequently the strongest 
means of universal pI'ogress towards the 
union of East and West is this language. 
It will make the whole world one home 
and will become the greatest impulse for 
human advancement. It will upraise the 
standard of the oneness of the world of 
humanity, it will make t.he earth onc uni-
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versal commonwealth. It will be the 
cause of love between the children of 
men. It will cause good fellowship be
tween the vnri{)us races. Now, praise 
be to God, that Dr. 7,amenhof has in
vented the Esperanto language. It has 
all the potential qualities of becoming 
the international means of communica
tioll. _-\11 of us must be brrateful and 
thankful to him for this noble effort, for 
in this way he has served his fellow-men 
well. ITe has invented a language which 
will bestow the greatest benefits on aU 
people. With untiring effort and self 
sacrifice on the part of its devotees it 
will become universal. Therefore every 
one of us must study this language and 
spread it as far as possible so that day 
by day it may rcceiyc a broader recog
nition, be accepted by all nations and 
governments of the world and become a 
part of the curriculum in all the public 
schools. I hope that the language of all 
the future international conferences and 
congres..'lCS will become Esperanto, so 
that all people may acquire only two 
lunguagcs--one their own tongue and 
the other the international auxiliary lan
guage. Then perfect union will be estab
lished between all the people of the 
world, COllsidC'r how difficlllt it is today 
to commllnicate with various nations. 
If one studies fifty languages one may 
yet travel through a country and not 
know the langnage. I know several Ian· 
~ages of the Orient, but do not know 
the Western tongues, If this internation
al language were in foree , having stud
ied it, I should be able to speak it and 
vall would have been directly informed 
of my thoughts, and a special friendship 
established between every one of llil, 

The IIlC'k of such a language is now a 
great barrier. 

"Therefore I hope that you will make 
the utmost effort, so that this language 
of Esperanto may be widely spread. 
Send some teachers to Persia if you 1':111. 

so that they may teach it to the young 
people, and I have written to Persia to 
tell some of the Persians to come here to 
!ltudy it. 

" I hope that this Janguuge will br 
promulgated very quickly and the world 
uf humanity finds eternal peace; that 
all the nations may associate with one 
anotheJ' and become as brotllers und sis
ters, mothers and fathers; then each 
individual member of the body politic 
will be fully informed of the thoughts of 
all. 

"1 urn extremely grateful to you, and 
thank you for these lofty aims, for you 
have gatllCred at this banquet to further 
this language. 

" Yom' hope is to render a mighty ser
vice to the world of humanity, and for 
this great aim 1 congratulate you from 
the bottom of my heart." 

Ezt1'act from Address of ..AbduL-Balta 
to the ' Theosophical Society of Paris, 
Fra/lce, 7'hursday evening, i"ebruanJ 
13th, 1913: 

"'Vc observe that today the means of 
unity are brought about. This in itself 
is an evidence that the divine confirma
tions are with us. Onc of the principles 
of the onencss of the world of humanity 
is the invention of the universal auxiliary 
language, Esperanto. 'Ve observe that 
this language is spreading daily, and its 
advocates are increasing, It is indubi
table that the universal auxiliary lan
guage will become instrumental in wip
ing away the present misunderstandin$l, 
and each individual will be able to be in
formed of the thoullht of all humanity, 

"Therefore we mn.~t all strive to 
sprend among OUl' fellow men this lan
guage. This international anxiliary lan
guage will be an iutroduction to tlle 
establishment of the oneness of til(> 
world of humanity. The greatest efforts 
must be displayed in this direction." 

b'xce)'pt from Tahlet, Jan. 10, 1919: 

"My hope is that the Esperantists 
may become attracted by these e-pistles 
and may consider thc magnitud... of 
confirmation bestowed upon the Esper
unto Language and may endeavor to 
translate some of the imnorlant Tablet~ 
of TTi" TT (lJinr~" BAHA 'O'LLAH and pro
pagate them all around," 
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News from South Africa 
Exlract !rom BuUetin No. 1) issued by the Tcaehing Committee. 

WE arc sure all will be bappy to 
hear of the progress of' the work 

in South Africa through reports from 
Miss Fanny Knobloch, who left tltis 
country during the early summer. Go
ing over on the steamer she was con· 
firmed to give the Message to many souls. 

There was a Forum arranged as part 
of the entertainment, and sbe was in
vited to speak. She held the attention 
of the audience, including the ship's of
ficers for over an hour. Some sixty-four 
or morc listened to her talk, "My trip 
to the Orient," and of course she pro
claimed the Glorious Message. '1'his re
sulted ill many wanting to know more 
and requests for literature. Also 
through the interest awakened and the 
friendship of some of the passengers 
she was introduced into some delightful 
homes in Cape Town upon arrival there. 
Miss Knobloch was scarcely settled ill 
her hotel, before Bahai work started. 
Her temporary abiding place WaH the 
Cadargn notel, where, unlike other 
places, the guests are supposcd to minglc 
socially, and everyone present is ex
pected to meet thus informally. At the 
time of writing she hnd been privileged 
to give the Me: sage to many guests at 
this hotel. "The people hcre arc re
fined, vcry spiritual, almost angelic," 
she writes. 

From her letters, we gather that the 
:Message had been given in Capc Town 
before, at least in part, for about seven 
years ago /I Dr. Buchanan, then n min
ister of the Presbyterian church, ex
pounded somc of the principles of the 
Bahai Caul!<!. This attl'tlcted the edu
cated and best class of citizens. Dr. 
Buchanan left South Africa because 
of his healtll, and is living now in 
the United States. Those interested 
were without a teacher and without lit
crnture and gO they becamo scnttered. 
In a remarkable way Miss Knobloch 

came in touch with some one who had 
attended these meetings, and thus be
gan the gathering together of the would
be·nucleus started so long ago. It is not 
possible to tell you how happy :Miss 
Knobloch has made the pcople. That 
she is there seems like a miracle to them j 
that they are to receive the real Bread 
of Life, they can scarcely believe. Some 
of them exclaimed: "Is it true, is it 
really true r You have come to us to 
bring the Bahai M.essagef 0 how re
joiced and happy yOll will make us!" 

During tIus short time of residence 
there, she has gathered together the old 
nucleu.s-wbo were attracted to the 
Cause, but not fully informed. They 
arc having regular meetings for study
ing the teachings. At the close of her 
letter she adds: 

"On Monday we are to read and dis
cuss the first chapter of The 19lum. 
Wednesday afternoon and evening we 
will discuss the blessed Cause at the 
home of Mr. and "MI'II. Cook. Thur):;
day evening the Messnge will be given 
at the beautiful home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Joncs. Friday evening seven new seek
ers will meet me at ],fiss Busby's apart
ment. Then next week I speak at the 
Forum; and still another- public addreSR 
has been arranged for me under thc aus
pices of the Theosophical Socicty . . .. 
In the meantime there are parlor talks 
in various barnes, and the time paase8 
all too swiftly. How IilUe I am quali
fied to do this work-there is so much J 
Rhould know j yet here I am, even with
ant fear, yes, with eonfidence in the 
guidance of Abdul-Baha. Do pray for 
me. " 

The eonfinnations of the Center of the 
Coycnant ha\'e surely reached Fanny 
Knobloch. That this is just a begin
ning, and that she wiII continue to serve 
effectively, there is no doubt, for she has 
the promise of Abdul-BaM. 



29b STAR OF THE WEST 

• - • 
J ... ,u...a 

, , . 

v, ;., .. _ .:,lLI • 

.\. J1 .... -- '~IY~,~:.-...~.=--:..!...,~,;.~\..: . .:.t.~'~'...:-:.l~'~~-::' 
.AI L.".: uP ~, • t;.. .;" ;".. '., L" • . 1 .- \, wI o4.1l',,}-I. uJJ ................ ,~J .. :r - ." 

.. ~:I ~~ .s ...... H ~I ... A'f. 
~I;" .. ~ :-r.t.-fr . .....,.-Y1.~r.l}.-' 

-" ." -\. '" ,:, -,,,, ~J ~ ... "'1-, 'e. , ........ ~\60 ... ..., ..... ..,., ~ . . .... ~ .... "... 
• • • 

J~~~\~\,·~.(,~:i n 

H JU\; ;~:;.jl; '~":J~ 'i .. - .... . .. . ". -
~ I ...J.' ~.) ~ -:;,.:.s .J ~ ~ "'--»_,,-•• 11 

\1 .. ' .-! .. 11"" ,. 
___ 1.£: .......... .,...,.,"'.1 -"'... ~ ........ ..,...1..0 oS '""'"-:' 

• 
J~ ~":"'JL... -A"~:J )s:;' ...... ~ .~\;..f . . . . . , 

~.J ~'-! J..I...- _.""". " ..r..:.. t. I,..:, l~ \~ j I 

. ~t..~.:..l.. . - .. 
• 

, 
-'-r . / 
,~;.. .. . ~'L'-- . ~, -

C:;~ • ,U'iI .. !.u; j :':.;1L L~ .. !,i.~ .. 

"'>4'.!J1;,j , t; _I\~Wt...f.J ~ ~b~ 
J '''':'' .. j:.-l- jzt J!. . I ~ ..;t~i~ ! I 

,.)0 .. 1 . ", -ll'" r,j..i1J~j.J.~.l~ .... ~ .,;....Ul 

.~l;,;,,,~'''~ \bi;\:-! ~....,f"J'.r-.J .. ~ .-,1 .... :: ~~..JI.!lIjJ~:l'.:!:")I~1 . . -
Jt~;';J \...... j ,w..J" ~ l..ol'b""';""-':J ~ I '~ :J';,' .... f': e-
". L· . - ,- _, • u."" ... :,_ ... 1 .... .) .. ~';:-'':''IJ. ~I .. ..l.1......-l1 .J~ ~1. -~ ' ... I ~ ,),\", '" ~ _ ~:l' 9'~'r-""'.J 

~ li -)1~ ~ ;_~-""'I'!I...i.,.:..:. .. ~..-:" I '":"'~ ~~!;UI..:.~ .. .,:.J !''-'~ JI ~ \(.-;1 ~'.. . ~,;~ 
",:. t .. ~~,.,:.-.ll r? \ ... ! \ ... ; .. :..'... . !.u.r-jdl .. l.:, . :0 .... .) J .J.-:".\I ,~ ... ~...;""'=" . 
• .1""" "Y' '''-'- , ' 1i. _ _ . ~ ~ "'-"~J -' ~..r OJ VV~ ~.)I.u.tJ!-!, :...s"Z ~'JI,~-,!~Ii 
jl • . ",' ,\ ,,,.·. , •. \.;·,I\ . .. ..!.\; .1 .......... ',w I . " ," ..- ~~~~- ...-:- """..r..-: 04~Q~'.J ,:,y' ~~.,j .~ ~...J.I .. !.,II: 

JI I~~ j"tt "':;-11 ':-:11 '1 ~ ..... ....,. l."J • ~ • <oJ !.J Io.V _ _ _ J-.....---. .' . 
~-t..a-~~ .. 1i'l;I ... '!.uS'~ ~,:~ 



STAR OF THE WEST 295 

. I . 
.. ...... "..N 

• 
J~ &- .A.:.\. j L: .. ,1 r'\" ,s." :~1..r:.,-;-

J~ ......... \: :g ... '.S.JH .;r;-- ..F .> .. 1,. J1.. - - . 
" tJY. ~~S."L.. $.';'.1 j":-~.I" 

":-LJ ..;..C\ .,:. .. \...........1,:;,;.... cr." ~ ...:.\~ S 
.. .....:-r'.:,' ........ , 

J~ .. rL:.,:" u""':- .:/, L.. ~ t.:.. /1 .. .. , ~ 

, , 
t;. .. .5'- _,: .j ... ~ .. "":'~~ ~~~ 

-'I ,. -\ T' 
" ... k .. .. :r -:'~ ~-' ~ .. ft!. ~ w 
~., ~ I /. C'-~ ... :, ' .. 1.., ... :.;.. •. .,..;;.. ..rJ.;.. .oJ" j:" -.) . _ .... ~ __ _ 

" , 

\: >-' ...... -'~Ul ...... N "';'..J.)I..,.'t. ,j.,...J\. 
' ... " .-.,-

L.J-"'.~ ... -~:~\':. .. ~~ .... : .( 

.J~;).;....) .. ~I."y ? , .. .£...L_.J 
.N) ~ • .i- $:>~ J\...:...:.r ..... .. ~ ~ 

, 

., 
• 

, -
\ ... -..!~ .. I) .. ' ..... H." ~\ .. ~..,1> "':S ~ t. -

""t. \:..:. __ ..-- .j" ~ \ ~....fr~ 

, 

;,r .... t..:..1l ; ........ \,- !.\}I.,';' ,J \i ~ ;,,;.u. \ .. " .." 

~ \f:::,." ..::u' rI~ 4;- ~~I ~~.!1 \s:J~1 
~~ J \h. "'J;h ""' ~J) \,.l_~ • • 
.~_~ __ 'y-s,.:..-t, ~~ ,,\1., .. , 

.. ;1)" ...,....~ .. ~ ;'e,. J ~: ~_l~ ":" ... 
~'<" ~ ... 1:J;' "~.J .... ~ .... 
".." .. 
~..,.... .f':"'""~ " ~~\._ .... ~.:...'-' .. e W 1 - - , 
~\J\~\';"'I.:,'.!1 .. t:,1l1 j~' AV'f~\: 

.~ .. W.j ,- :;.,j -~Gv .. . ;,.£- G, 
%~ ~Jo -.~I.:JJ~~ ~~~I.:...I-, 
.J -Y.J ~ ':;).J \ ,,~~ ....::-,;S j ,\:,..I )." 

.. "- .. " 
~U~~b"" ~.u..~1 ~';.J ~tJJ ~,~ - -. .. ~ u., ." t,::...> .....>.,J..J t ....... 

.." .... 
c:..,..\l !.VJ-O \;k , ":'.)\.,Jj .J....:. 

~ I .J!-.~ . ,T.;J.1.,~ 1i.!.!..l!;.,. .... :3\!')!., . . . .. 
~~ J. • ,~'¥1.!..l)..- j S~' ;" i' .'"-4 ..,(~~ - _ ... 
tr""' .• ~1-,~1~\;l.'; -.....a\...,e..i1~ - - ~ - .. .c.:.-v1, \., .)L. J ~l ,!)~t,;.J' .s.",;-... ~ 
.--"":G~~ _ SV:~;~~\'I.lt." 

,~ -z.... _ --:--

../.1 r\r....:.I...J.I~:,1 Ie ..sJol-t:'--:i7 
...; ....... t"~ ... .:1 .f' ....:.....:...c.~ ... )J .. 1.....:. ..... 
-, , .. , .• ~, I)~' 

......... ':..... ~...-: J 1 • -"-::' '" .:.....:a. ,,:--...::... _ 
. ....:. .. ;:,~.\ ':;u.! .s~~:"I,J: .:,t:}- -.,. . . . - - . 

':'1 !.,~~ ~ J .. " J~ ... s:- -~.l-,~ ~ 
j.UI.:,... ...... ;W .... I ,fool .. £".;"...("J""'; ~ u "j . .. ... . 

• 

'.=--

, 
• '> 



STAR OF THE WEST 

" ~'~I • 

. ~ - :. 
~L'::""" ::. .. J.J......; f pI.. \I .;..,._I.:H\~ 1 

V~..I .. ~ ... ~ .. ,,~ '-=: ~--:-Jl 

&<!1 ,-,".)1.}< .<.-\;. :';ij<JI~1 
, -\<. '\it, ).;) y,:_ ',1\ '-' \;;~. 1(-:,.. 

. ' . 

• 

CAfL ..<}-~~ I ,lU~ ~..:; '" . -' . 
~J'''''--- :. o- .. ..s.,J \.: ~ I ...... l... 
I': . \:. . . u 
(~ r', '.,', .~ ')"0 , ~-".' 
d )~'>.J: ... ~~.-.!I.(l"":;I':},yo 

l:,~ . .:.: '.l .-..f --0/. I .!.l-L. J '""" 

':.)\~IJJ:---:.Ai';''0..J~ . (~\;~ 
.sV~ ~ "--7 ~ "Ii (",. " £' ~\ ~ r:\-
":'.>.Jf(. •• ... " ?-.J \ !'':''~ ~ .:.: I :'1 -
J \~ .!~.J..A ' " ·':'1 ..ry~"-",,.u\ .'L....,t,." l~ 

~~ c:-:-J~-C .J-c..:.~ . J~~ 
~ I -' .••. Ji'::. - ~ <" .... ~ • " ,. -' ~ (v .... .. .,.,.. _..) ...,. ,-=- ~- 0" • 

",tI . "I '. , '. , , 
~J'-' .. ~ ~'!'..J .. ,,~~ ..... iJ .... '! 
'.,1' .. , .. , ...., - &. ~.- ... .,... v:~ 
~ ..r:-.: (;'-'0') .... -:. ... ~ \ I ... '-.- .J....,....- • ..J .. 

:~.;, ~ ":"~,J") ' .... ..!l..\..-~ 
1"1- -

- "":-' I.C' C2..) ,r;.. ~ ":.... ~ 
..1"",£ [!-"'.:.,?-, ~-..s~1 (-', "':"1 

G:e-' ~.J") ~.-1 ~k e .' 
J ~ .. : ,~i.--, }1 ..:,.,~ l.:..J .... y.~;.J 

• 
(-,~;,,,,.(1, ~1 .:~l~ ;r~':"_1 

",P.w,... . p>~ ~ ~ t: ~ ,jJ..J~ 
. " - ~' r!--" ;:';..,.1 '..,:,.., 



STAR OF 

k 

e_ ...... ~'\,; :...K:-I .!J:.~;~~ ·.sA 
vLW..;, ~7.:lo,>:;"""':""I .......... J:-..j;:'1 "'L 

1:1~ . .I ,\" . .. -.t.~I· . 
f' .... ..1~-"' ... ,.,-01.....- ... ' ...-......... u,I..I.rL. "'- ',. '-~ 
V-.) 1...i.J'..I ;.,; r ... "";JJ;i ~ \, !.. I. ... ~ ~ .. 
.... -~~l - ~ 

,s::"' ........ '"7'':--J e ....:."...1. j ...... ~\; ~~ ...... ," 

.j~-" ~~J ........ .;. .. ~\~ .~; 
'-,,-, ..s--~ ~.~ .j1......,.. .:..I- .. -! ~ 
-~ . . 

..s- .. ..>:' ";""'.(L..:..:u ... ;, ...... :.i . ...:.. .. .;J 
":"~j'~ .. : I~v. ,.J\.... •• _~ v ... ~ 

THE WE S l' 293 

SS(fJ . ~)I.:..'sI'I""'~ , 
~h-.~·.:7~..all J\7?"~~\ ~J"':""l-, 
. .f\?~:J 1." ~ 1 ." ,Is ... ..11..:,l:-~ 
V':' -:- II 

• ~J IM"-.s; 
• • 

• • 
1 rvr • ........u .. I '" 

• 

J~ .... . .. • 

• .. ,,-" :r-·r· 

~ ~. ~t.;I.. .~ .. :; ( ..... ~ ".;.>.,;.~ ~ ..... 
...&-.L. ... ':'I £",;~-:-. .'.~,._ '''':''' 6 . ~ ~ ...... ..... 

• • 
"'" '1 6 ' ~..,-~ .,.; .. 1.:..) \j~\.:J .. -,,:, r~,J.fo 

1"'-:", -: . .:. \ r-~ \.!.... ~ .. e:--- .: ~.> .r;..;-! 

-,;",r~,)f'.:..-\u..r;.~ " ~w ..J~ ~ ~IJ" 
. ;)~J~ 



STAR OF THE WEST 
PUBLISHED NINETEEN TIMES A YEAR 

In the Interest of the RAHAl MOVEMENT 

By the BAHAI NEWS SERVICE, 51S South Dearborn Street, Chit:Olgo, lll .. U. S. A. 
Puhll,/K,,: ALBERT R. WINDUST-GERTRUDE BUIKEMA-DR. ZIA M. BAGDADI 

[nlued .. """oDd.el ... malte.r April g. 1911, .1 lb. _,office at Chio:qo, tu., lIodor the Act of lIhrd. J, "". 

TERMS: $3.00 per year; 20 cents per copy 
Two copies to same name and address, $5.00 per year. 

Make Money Ordcrs Payable to SAHAI NEWS SERVICE, P. O. Box 283, Chicago, Ill. , U. S. A. 
To per80nal .hed., pIc ... add lul'&dcol to cOn. the bank u;chao, •. 

Address aU communications to RAHAl NEWS SERVICE, P. O. Bolt 283, Qicago, III .. U. S.A. 

WORDS OF ABDUL-BAHA 
"Great importance must be given to the: development of the Su •• M TIU WEST. The 

circle: of its discussion must be widened j in its columns must be published the essential prob
lems pertaining to the Bahai life in all its phases. Its contents must be so univeraal that 
even the strangers may subscribe to it. Articles must be published, dealing with the uni
versal principles of the Cause, the writers proving that Ihis Cause takes a vital interest in 
aPl the social and religious movements of the age and is conducive tl.> the progress of the 
world and its inhabitants. In short, the STU or THE Wf..ST must promote the aspintions and 
the ideals that will gather little by little around these general Tablets, bringing into the light 
of day all the historical, religious and racial knowledge wbidl will be of the utmost v3lue to 
the Bahai leaeller! all over the world." f h .. P 

From Unwil"" 0 t L Ditll,1r loft. 

Vol. II CONTENT S No. 18 
PAGE 

Buhai Class of :Mirza Mohammed Labib in Kazvin, Persia ............... 298 
International Language ............................................. 299 

Address by AIlDUI .... B.\HA delivered at EdinbUl'gh-Translated into 
English and Esperanto. 

'''fhis Question of an Auxiliary Intcl"lIutional Language is of the utmost 
. " unportance. . ........... , ... , ................................. . 30. 
Message of AnOUI.rBAHA to Esperantists. 

Esperanto Class in Knzvin, Persia .........•................••...•..... 305 
Letter from J. n. ESSLE"MONT, :\l. n. 

'fablets to Bahais in America received in 1919 und 1920 ...... . . . ...... . 306 

PERSIAN SECTIO>l-Written by Dr. Zia M. Bagdadi ........ .. .... 312·309 
1. Glad Tidings to thc Bahai childrcn. 
2. Solution of thc Economic Problem. 
3. Visit to llis Holincss Abdul-Dalla. 

"The kings-may God assist them
or the counsellors of thc world-must 
consult togcther, and appoint onc of the 
exif'l ting languages, or a. ucw language, 
and instruct the children therein in all 
the sc.hools of thc world, and the same 
also must be done in respect to writing 
(i. e., the characters cmployed mnst be 
similar for all languages)." 

Rul.\ 'o'LL.. ... n.-Thc Glad Tidings. 

"We h8\"c formerly decreed that 
speech WlIS to be in two languages, and 
that there should be an effort made to 
reduce it into onc. So likewise should it be 
with the writings of the world, in order 
that people may not waste and la.vish 
their Ih'cs in the study of various lan
guages, and that thc whole earth may be 
considered us onc city and one land." 

BAllA ' O 'LLAII.-'''ords of Paradise. 
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BAHAI CLASS OF MIRZA MOHAMMED LABIB IN KAZVIN. PERSIA 

Those marked with cross (Xl are Esperanto students. 

.' , . 

<Photoll'raph taken February 28. 1919. Sent to the STAR OF THE WI!ST by J. E. Esslemont. M. B. See letter on pall'e 305. ) 
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"We desire but the good of the world and the: happiness of the nations; that all nations 

shall become onc in faith and all men as brothers; that the bonds of affection and unitr be
tween the sons of men shall be strengthened, tha t diversity of reliaion shall cease and dlffer
wces of race be annulled. So it shall be; these fru itless strifes; these ruinous wars shall 
pan away, and the 'Most G reat Peace' shall come."-BAUA'O'Ll..AH. 
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, I nternational Language 
Address by ABI>UL-DAIIA. delivered at Edinburgll on January 7th, 1913, under 

the allspices of the Edinburgh E speranto Society. Translated into 
English and 'Esperanto. 

"La pC,.SOnQIl de AbduL-Ba1t.a kaj li(m laboradon mi tre aUe cdimas: 
till vidas en II UIUL et La plej grBlIdaj bonfaralllo de 1a ltomaro."

DR. L. L. ZHlE."1I0~'. 

E VERY movement in the world of 
humanity bringiuJ.l,' on its baek uni

ty and accord is good j and every mattel· 
which creates discord and inharmony is 
evil. Tills century is a radiant century. 
Its discoveries are many. Its inventions 
are great. Its undertakings are multitudi
nous. On account of these great accom
plishments, too century is superior to 
all other centuries. But the greatest un 
dertaking is the unification of language, 
because it is more beneficial and pro
ductive of more pleasure than any other 
undertaking of this age. The unity of 
language brings about great fellowship 
between hearts. The union of language 
is the cause of the attainment of accord. 
It brings about the entire sweeping away 
of misunderstanding between the people; 
it establishes accord between all the chil
dren of men. It giVCIJ broader concep
tions and greater vision to.human minds, 
and today the greatest undertaking in 
the world of humanity is to understand 
and make yourself understood. Bvery 
individual member of the body politic, 
on account of the widespread of an aux
iliary international language, will be en
abled to put himself in touch "ith the 
current events and ethical and scientific 
discoveries of the age. An auxiliary 
universal language will give us the key 
-or the master key- to the understand
ing of the secrets of the past ages. 
'fhrough an intenlationullanguage every 
nation in the future will be enabled to 
pursue its scientific discoveries very 
easily and \\ithOllt any difficulty. 

Ciu movado en In mondo de III. homaro, 
portas kUll si UllueeOll kaj konkorc1on, es
t"oS bona; kaj eiu alero, kiu kreas malkon
ten ton kaj malharmonion, estas malbollll. 
Ci tiu jarccnto estas bela jareenlo. Oiaj 
cltrovajoj esms rnultaj j giaj elpcnsitajoj 
ealas grandaj; giaj entreprenoj estas 
mulbnultaj. Pro tio ci tiu jarccnto 
superas ciujn aliajn jarcentojn. Sed la 
plcj granda entrepreno e.stas In unuigo 
de lingvo j car tio estas pli bonefika, kaj 
plezurdona, 01 iu alia entrepreno de III. 
epoko. La unuigo de ling"o efektivigas 
grandan kunccon inter koroj . La unuigo 
de ling\·o estas kallzo de konkordo. Gi 
forbalaas cian malkomprenoll inter la 
popoloj; gi sturigas konkordon co la 
homidaro. Oi donas pli "astan konccpt
povon kaj pli grandan vidpovon alia 
homa intclekto. Hodiaii III. plej grava 
laboro en la mondo de la homaro estas, 
kompreni kaj komprenigi. Ciu indivic1-
ua membro de In komunumo, pro In dis-
vMtigo de helpa intcrnacia lingyo, povos 
f!eiigi pri okazantajoj kaj rilatigi !run 
C'tikaj kaj MCicllcuj eltrovajoj de III. epoko. 
Relpa uni\'crsnla lingvo donos al ili la 
glosilon-la ccfslosilon-por la kompre· 
nigo de III sekretoj de pasin18j tempoj. 
Per int('rnacia lingvo Biu naeio en la 
estonteco pO"os elscrci tre facile kaj sen
pelle siajn scicneujn eitrovajojn. 
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It is well known to you that the Orien
tal people, young men coming to t.he 
West trying laboriously to study the dis
coveries of tllC \Vest, for many yea~~ 
must work hard, '!jO that first they may 
study the language and then their spe
cial branch of learning. At the very 
least, they must give mUDY years of their 
life to tl1{~ study of the language of the 
country they go to; then they can start 
on the study of that special branch of 
science in which they are interested. For 
example, let us suppose that a young 
man from India or Persia or Turkestan 
or Arabia, desiring to study medicine, 
comes to this country; at the very least 
he must study the English language for 
four years, and nothing else; and then 
J1C may begin the study of medicine. 
nut if this international auxiliary lan
guage were a part of the curriculum of 
education ill all the schools, in his child
hood he would study that language in 
his own eountry; and then, no matter to 
which ~ountry he desired to go, he would 
be enabled to study his special branch 
of scicncc very easily, without losing 
any yeal'S of his life. 

Today, even if each one of us studied 
languages, yet, if some one desired to 
travel abroad, he might be handicapped 
on account of not knowing thc special 
language of a given country. J have 
studied the Oriental languages very pro
foundly, knowing the Arabic language 
more deeply than the A rabians them
selves, having studied Ole Turkish lan
guage and the Persian in my own native 
land, and knowing other languages of 
the East, yet, when I came to the "'IV est, 
I was obliged to hl'ing a lranslat01' 
with me, RnCl it is as if T know no 
language whatever. But if there wel'c 
an international language, well, the Per
sian language of my own native land 
and t!lC other one would lHlve been suffi
cient to carry me along in all the eoull
tries of the world. .JU!\t thillk how the 
international language will faeilitate 
communieation between all nations of 
the world. Let it be said that half of 
our lives is spent in the aequirement of 

Estas bone sciute inter vi, ke Orien
tanoj, jUlluloj venantaj alia Okcidento, 
penegantaj studadi la eltrovitajojn de 
la Okeidento, devas dediei jarojn el sia 
\·ivo, POl' laborege akiri Ja lingvon de 
la lando al kiu ili iras, kaj nur poste 
iii pO\'as sin turni al In studado de Ia 
speeiala scienes fako, pri kiu iii inter
esigas. Ekzemple, ni supow, ke junulo, 
el IIindujo au Persujo 116 'l'urkestano 
au Arabujo, deziranta studadi In medi
einon, venas al iii tiu lando. Li clevas 
lernadl dum kvar jaroj In anglan ling
"on, kaj nernon alian; kaj poste Ii po"as 
komenci Ia studadon pri medieino. Sed, 
se 6i tin illtcl'l1acia hcJpa lingvo cstn.'! 
pnrto de Ja programo de instruo en ciuj 
Ierncjoj, dum sia illfaneeo Ii lernus tiun 
Iillb'Von ell Ia propra lando; kaj paste, 
en kiu ajn lando, al kiu li dezirus iri, 
Ii POVUf'J studadi sian speeialan fakon 
de seieneo tre facile, ne perdinte jarojn 
de sia vivo. 

Hodiaii, ec se iiluj cl III lerms ling
vojn, tamen, se iu deziras vojagi alilan
den, tin POYUS esti grave malhelpata pro 
tio, 1e Ii ne seias la specialan lingyon 
de unll lando. Mi tre pro£unde studadis 
orientajn lillgyojn, kaj seias Ia araban 
lin~·on pli bone 01 la .Araboj mem, 
kllj stlldadis la turkao, kaj la persan en 
mia propra nasklalldo; kaj tamen, 
seiante allkau aliajn lingvojn de la 
Oriento, kiam mi vojagi!\ okeidenten, mi 
devis velligi kull mi trlldukistoIl, kYazau 
mi SCillS llcniun lingvon. Nu, S(' ekzistns 
illternaeia lingvo generale parolata, la 
persa lingvo kaj Ia internacia sufieus pOl' 
mi en ciuj landoj de la mondo. Pensn, 
kid In internaeia lingyo faeiligos inter
komUllikadon inter ciuj llaeioj de la 
mondo! Duono de niaj ,·i.-oj eiuzigas 
en la akiro de liugYoj, car en ci till 
epoko de klereco ciu homo deva!< lerni 
lingvojn, pOI' ke, se Ii esperas yojagi Cil 

Azio kaj .Afriko kaj Europo, Ii POYU 
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languages ; for in this enlightened age 
every man must study languages, SO that 
if he expects to travel to Asia and Africa 
and Europe he may be able to converse 
with the people; but by the time he has 
studied one language, there is another 
one to travel to. So you !lee that his life 
is spent in the acquirement of these 
languages, which arc a handicap to in
ternational communication. Well, this 
international language will free man 
from all these problems. In short, to 
uuderstand and make yourself under
!>tood, there must needs he an interna· 
tional instrument. The teacher and the 
student must know each other's lan
b'llage, 80 that the teacher may 
be Ilblc to impart hi;; knowledge 
and the student acquire that knowledge. 
In the world of humanity there is no 
greater factor than to make yourself 
understood to your fellowm~ll , for civili
zation itself, the progress of civilization, 
depends upon this process. 'fo acquire 
arts and sciences ODe must know how to 
speak, make himself understand and 
understood at the same time. So on this 
understanding and making yourself un
derstood will depend the acquisition of 
sciences, and it will make lilen com
prehend all affairs of life; and this proc
ess of uuderstnnding and making your
self understood depends upon langungC'. 
Therefore, if this auxiliary langtla~e is 
established, all the members of human
ity will then be enablcd to understand 
each other . .As I speak now, an episode 
comes to my mind which happened in 
Bagdad. There werc two friends who 
did not know each other's language. One 
of them got sick; the oUlcr one called 
upon him, but he could not express his 
sympathy, so by making a sign he asked 
him, "How 8m you f" By making an
other sign, the sick man answered •• I 
am almost dying," and the friend who 
called, thinking that he had told him 
that he was feeling much better, said, 
"Thanks be to God." By such incidents 
you renlize that the best thing in thi!l 
world is to be able to make yourself 
understood by your friends, and also to 

THE WEST 301 

intcrparoli kun la popolo; sed tuj, kiam 
Ii akiris unu lingvoll, jcn alia cstas beze
nata. La tuta vi\'o do forpasas en la 
akirado de tiuj ling\'oj, kiuj estas mal-
1Ielpo al internacia komunikado. Oi tin 
internncia lingvo liberigos Ia homaron eJ 
ciuj ci tiuj problemoj. Mallongc, por 
kompreni kllj sin komprenigl, devas csti 
intcmacia Bo. La instrnisto kaj Ia stu
dento devas scii In Iing"on unu de In 
alia, por ke In. instruisto povu transdoni 
sian scion kaj In studento pO\-u akiri 
tiun scion. En In mondo de In homaro 
estas ncnia pli granda tU('ro, oL vin kom
prenigi al villj kunhomoj; car la civil
izcco melll, la progrcsado de Ia eiviliZll
cio, dcpendns de tiu Ci precedo. POl' 
akiri artojn kaj seiencoj n, oni devas seii 
paroli, sin komprenigi, kaj kompreui 
samtempe. Dc ci till illterkompreno 
dependas la akiro de scieneoj, kaj gi 
igos ciujn homojll kompreni pri ciuj 
afcroj de In vivo; kaj ci tiu precedo 
de komprcno kaj komprc'nigo depcndas 
de la lingvo. Se do ci tiu helpa lingvo 
starigos, ciuj membroj de la homaro 
rieevos la ebion kOlllprcni unu la alian. 
Dum mi parolns, venas en minD cerbon 
epizodo, kill okazis en nagdad. Estis 
tie du amikoj, kiuj nc sclls In linb'Yon 
unu de la alia. Unu mnlsanigis; In 
alia vizitis lin, sed ne povis parole es
primi sian simpation, kaj do farm geston, 
volante diri: "Kiel vi farias'" Per 
alia signo In malsanulo rcspondis; "~li 
estns tuj mortonta"; kaj In vizitanto, 
kredante, ke li diris, ke Ii ckresanigas, 
diris; "Dank' nl Dio!" El tiaj i1us
trajoj vi konstntos, ke la plcj bona afero 
en In mondo estas, povi Yin komprcnigi 
al viaj amikoj, kaj unkail ilill komprenij 
knj ke ne estas io pIi maloona cn la 
mondo, 01 ne povi komuniki viajn pcn
$Ojn al aliaj. Sed, Be C8tUS helpa lingvo, 
Ciuj tiuj malfaeilajoj estns forigitaj. 
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understand them, and there is nothing 
worse in this world than Jlot to be able 
to convey your thoughts. But if there 
is this auxiliary language, all these diffi
culties will he removed. 

Now, praise to God, this language of 
Esperanto is invented, and this is one 
of the special endowments of this bril
liant century; this is one of the greatest 
undertakings of this grea.t age. Up to 
this time the world of humanity has 
failed to bring about this inventiOll. 
This unification of languages had never 
crossed the minds of the thinkers of the 
past ages, and in reality it was an im
possibility in those times, because then 
there was 110 freedom in going and com
ing, and no traveling and no intercourse 
between the various countries. Now the 
menns of communication and transport 
are greatly increased, therclore it is nec
essary and it is possible to bring about 
the use of this international language. 

His TToliness BAllA 'O'u...HI fifty years 
ago wrote a book; that book is called 
"The ~lost Holy Book," and in that 
book one of the fundamental principles 
of the Babai movement is that there 
must be the invention of lin auxiliary 
language; and then he goes on to explain 
the benefits and profits that will accrue 
through such a medium. ;.Jow, let us 
thank the Lord beea.usc this Esperanto 
language has been created. Therefore wc 
have commanded all the Bahais in the 
Orient to study this language very care
fully, and ere long it will spread all over 
the East. Therefore I request you also. 
lIoll-Esperantists and fellow.Bsperlln
tists, to put your utmost excrtion into 
the spread and promulgation of this 
language, because it will hasten that 
day, that millennia I day, which has bl'en 
prophesied by the past pI'ophets and 
seers, that day in which, it is said, the 
wolf and lamb will drink from the same 
fount, the lion find the deel' grflze in the 
same meadow The signification of this 
Holy \Vrit is that the contesting races, 
warring nations, inimical religion!'!, will 
come to each other in the spirit of loye 
and amity-then, the day-spring of that 

Ku, Laudo estu a l Dio! ci till ling\'o 
Esperanto elpcnsigis. Tio ('Stas unn el 
la specialaj donaeoj de m tin brilcgll. 
jareento: unn c1 la plej grandaj entre
prenoj de ill till granda epoko. Anttrue 
In bornaro malsukcesis cCektivigi lian 
elpensajon. Ci tin unuigo de ling"oj 
preskau ncniarn prezentls sin alIa pen
suloj de pasintaj epokoj; knj vere gi 
cstis neebIajo en tiuj ternpoj, car Ijam 
ne ekzistis libereeo iri kaj reiri, kaj 
nenia intervojagado nck intertraktado 
illter la diversaj landoj. Jam nun, kiam 
18 rlmedoj por interkomunikado kaj 
transportado multe plig-randigis, estas 
llepre lleccse, kaj estas farcbIe, efekti
"igi la UzadOll de intcrnacia lingvo, 

T ... ill Sankl8 Mosto B.HL\'U'LL.\II /111-

tau multaj jaroj ycrkis Ubron, nomatnn 
"La Plej Sallkta Libro," kaj en tiu 
libro linn el In fundamentaj prineipoj 
estas, ke devas esti elpcnsigo de heJpa 
ling'\-o; kaj Ii klarigas In bonon kaj pro
fitoll, kiuj venos per tia ilo, ~ll, lli 
danku In Sinjoron pro tio, ke ci tiu 
lingvo Esperanto ('stas kreitR. Ni do 
ordonis al ciuj Bahaj' anoj en In Oriento. 
studadi ci tiun lingvon tre 7.orge, kaj 
post ne longe gi disvastigos tra la tuta 
Oriento. Mi petas anknu al "j, Esper-
81ltistOj kaj ne·Esp<'rantistoj, energie 
klopodadi por Ia di!lvastig-ado kuj propa
gandado de (:i tiu lln~r'o; car goi akcclos 
la alvenon de tin tago, tin miljum tago. 
killn alltaiidiris profetoj kaj viduloj, 
tin tago en kin, estas diritc, III lupo kaj 
la &tfido trillkos ella samn fonto, In 
leono kaj In cervo sin paiitos sur In sarna 
berbejo. La signifo de ci tin sankta 
Skribo estas, ke 18 bntalantaj rasoj. 
militantaj naeioj, m818mikaj religioj. 
nlproksimigos unll al ia alia ~n 10. spirito 
de amo, kaj kllnligigos nnll kun alia. 
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mUlcnnium; uDd evcry JlI('ans, ever .... in
strument which conft"rs unity and amity 
npon the chi.ldren of mrn, that is loY(' 
and that is tbe spirit. 

As we said, the grcatC'st affair in thi~ 
world is the reality of 811 auxiliary ill

ternntionallanguage. Tbe unification of 
language will transform the world of 
humanity into OIlC world; the unification 
of language will do nway with the mis
understandings between religions, and 
the unification of language will bring 
together the East and the West in the 
spirit of fellowship and 10,"0. The unifi
cation of language will change this world 
of many families into Olle family. 1'his 
auxiliary internatiollul language will 
gatller the '"arious races under ODe covel', 
as if the five continents of the world had 
become onc continent, because then they 
can convey their thoughts to each other. 
The international auxiliary language will 
do away with ignorance and supersti
tion, for each child, no matter to which 
race or nation he may belou!!" will be 
ablc to pursue his studies in science and 
nrt, be(llIuse at that time hc will be called 
OD to study only two lauguages--oue his 
own native langunge. and one the inter
national auxiliary language. Let us 
hopc for that day, when even the boun
daries of nRtive languages will be swept 
away and the world will enjoy one lan
guage. What greater bounty is there 
than this' What more munificent wel
fare is there than this' Then the world 
of humanity will become the delectable 
paradise, just as it is said that in heaven 
there is one language, The material 
world will become the expression of the 
world of the inner. Then the discoveriefl 
will be unfolded; inventions will become 
multiple; sciences will advance by leaps 
and bounds; scientific agriculture will 
take a wider sphere of accomplishment, 
because at that time the nations will be 
uble quickly to assimilate the thoughts 
which are exprc<;scd, and becnuse all 
these thoughts will be expressed in ti18t 
universal language, If this international 
language is a factor in the future. alI 

Kiel ni jam dirL~, plej gl'llva afero 
en ci tiu mondo estas la eickti\'igo de 
belpa inlernacia lingvo_ La \lnuigo de 
Jingvo aliformigos la hornaron en unu 
mondon; iorigos la mnlkompl'enOll inter 
In rcligioj; knj kunigos In Orien ton kaj 
10. Okeidelltoll pcr In spirito de rrateeQ 
kaj amo. La Ilnuigo de liugvo sangos 
ci tiun mondon 1.'1 multaj familioj eu 
unu familion, 'J'in Ci helpa internucia 
liugvo kolcktos In nacioju sub 111lU koy
"iloll, kvazaii III kviu kOlltillcntoj de In 
mondo inrig-us nnu kontiucnto; car tiam 
iii povos int('l'komuniki slajn pensojll 
unu alia nlia. La intcrnucia helpa 
ling\'o forigos nescion kaj supcrsticon, 
pro tio. kc ciu infano, el kill nju rasa 
au nacio, 1)0\'0.'1 sekvi siajll studnjojn 
pri la scienco kaj la arto, car tialll Ii 
bC7.0110S lerni nur du lingYO,lll-unu, lin 
lUtein lillg\'O, kaj In alia 111 intel'llucia 
helpa linhrvO. Ni esperu ankuu al tin 
tago, kiam d! la Hmoj de la nncinj ling
\'oj . forigos, knj la tuta mondo guos 
unu ling>.·oll. Kia pli granda donaco 
)lovus esti, 01 tio' Kia pli malll\'ara 
Oonfaro povus ('sti. 01 tio' 'riulll Ia 
moudo de la Ilomllro Iarigos !'avu pnra~ 
elizo, gusto kid estas dil'ite, kCl (,11 la 
cielo e!.1as UUIl lingvo. La materia 
mondo farigos la csprimado de la ill
terna moudo. Tiam eltrovajoj malka
!Sigos; elpensaJoj multobligos; la scicn~ 
('oj antaiieniros pcr saltoj; 10. scienca 
tcrkultumdo dlsvolvigos lUll pJi vasta 
grado; car tiutcmpe Ia nncioj povos 
I'apide asimiH 111. J'>l'l1sojn esprimatajn. 
kuj car Ciuj tiuj pel1soj csprimigos 
per la. universnla liugyo. Se Ci tiu in~ 
terl1acia lingvo estas faktoro por la es· 
tOlltcco, Ciuj landoj cn la Oricnto povos 
)'apide Ilkiri 10. seieneojn de In Okcidcnto, 
cal' iliaj lognntoj POYOs lcgi 10. libl'ojn 
kaj kompreni ilian signifon; kaj In Ok
cidentaj nacioj poves akiri In pcnsojn 
kaj ideojn de In Oriento: knj pel' tio 

(Continued on pa~e 306) 



STAR OF THE WEST 
TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA 

o thou STMl OP THE WUT! 
Be thou happy! Be thou happy I Shouldl! thou continue to remain firm and eternal, ere 

long thou shalt become the Star of the East and shalt spread in every country and clime. 
Thou aft the first paper of the: Bahail which is organizl:'d in the: country of America. Al
though for the: prescnt thy subscribers are limited, thy fonn is small and thy voice wak, yet 
shoulds! thou stand unshakable, become: the object of the: attention of the friends and the 
cC:n!c:r of the: gerJcrosity of the: leaders of the faith who arc: firm in the Covc:nant, in the fu
ture: thy subscribers will become: hosts after hosts like: unto the: waves of the: sea; thy volume: 
will increase, thy arena will become: vast and s pacious and thy voice: and fame will be: raised 
and become: world-wide--and at last thou sh.:alt become: the lint paper of the world of human
Ity. Yet all these depend upon ftrmnl:" !lrmne", !irmne,,' 

(Si;!nl.'d) ABDUL-DAR A ABBAS. 

TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA 
o ye apostles of BARA'o'U.,4.B-May my life be a ransom to you! 

... _ Similarly, the Magazine, the STAR 0,. THE WaST, must be edited in the utmOlt 
r~gu l a ri ly. but its contents must be the promul galor of the Cause of God-so that both in tbe 
East and the West they may become informed of the most important events. 

(Sig rud) ABIIUL-BA HA ASIAS. 

STAR OF THE WEST FOUNDATION 
Northeas tern Statts: HoorD HARlI.IS. Westl.'rn StattS: HE!.£N S. GooDALL. 

Southern S tates: Dominion of Canada: MAY MAXWF.LL. 

Cenlral Statl.'S: ALURT VAIL, CAlU. Sc:n£F~"L.I!.ll. 
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"This Question of an Auxiliary International Language is 
of the utmost importa nce." 

)fessagc of .l.\ BDCI .... B.\H.\ to Esperantists, 'Washington, D. C., April, 1912 . 

•• Today the greatest need of the world 
of humanity is for the discontinuance 
of the existent misunderstandings 
nmongst nations, and that can be brought 
about through the unity of language. 
Unless unity of languages is realized, the 
lIost Great Peace, and the unity of the 
human world in a binding manner, can
not be accomplished and established, 
For the function of language is to por
tray the mysteries and secrets of tho 
human hearts. The heart may bo likened 
Imto a box, and language to the key. 
\\'6 can open the box only through the 
key, and observe the gems contained in 
lhat box. Therefore, this question of an 
auxiliary international language is of the 
utmost importance. Men can be trained 
and educated internationally through 
this language. They can acquire the evi
dence of past history and ages through 
Ia.nguage. The spread of the known 

facts of the human world depends upon 
I1mguab>C. The explanation of divine 
teachings can only be brought abont 
through language. Because of the din'I'
sities of languages, and the lack of Im
man comprehcnsion of the languages of 
each other's nationalities, these glorious 
aims callnot be realized. Therefore, the 
very foremost sel'vi~c to the world of 
man is to establish an auxiliary intCl'lm
tional languag('. It. will become the 
eause of the tranquillity of the common
wealth of man. It will become the cause 
of the spread of sciences and arts 
amongst the nations of the world. It 
will be the eausc of the progres9 and de
velopment of all the races. -Therefore we 
must with all our powers make all effort 
so that we may establish an interna
tional auxiliary language amongst the 
nations and raees of the world." 
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Esperanto Class in Kazvin, Persia 
LETT]~R FRO:\I J. E. ESSLEMONT, )L B. 

Home of Abdul-naha, TIaira, Palestine, 
~o\'erubcr 27, 191!L 

'fo the STAR OF THE WEST: 
Among the many dear Persian friends 

herc, I have been }>llrticularly interested 
in meeting )lirl8 )tohammed Labib, of 
Kaz,-in, l"crsill, who is not only a 
brother Eahai, but a brother Esperantist, 
and one of the pioneers of Esperanto in 
Persia. I am Slll'() that readers of the 
ST,\R. will be interested in some details 
of the progl'Css of the Cause in Kazvin, 
a~ rC}lol'ted to me by :Mirza Lnbib. 

KuzYin is a town of some 50,000 in
habitants, among whom there are now 
some 300 Bnllais. There is a general 
meeting for mcn and one for women, 
each week, and the Spiritual Assembly 
[House of Spirituality] also meets 
weekly. Besidc!~ these three meetings 
there are a number of others all of 
which have been initiated by Mirza 
Labib. 

There is first un assembly called 
TaDzih ( i. ('., Purity ) a weekly meeting 
where women j:!;athcr to learn the Bahai 
Teachings, read and discuss books (such 
8.'i Some .Ih1swered Questions ), chant 
Tablets and prayers aDd converse about 
the Movement. 'rhe ntlmber of members 
is at prcscnt nincteen. 

Anotllcr is called Nashre-~afahat 
(1. c., Spreading of the Fragrances). 
This is a group which meets specially for 
correspondence with Dnhais in other 
parts of the wOl'ld. JTitherto the corre
spondence has been chiefly in the Persian 
language, with other cities of Persia, 
but somc of thc members are now be
ginning to correspond in Esperanto and 
English with centcrs in Europe, America 
and elsewhere. Readcrs of the STAR arc 
cordially invited to write to this group. 

Mirza Labib also bas a girls' class 
with about 35 members, and n bo~-s' class 
with 30, for instruction in the Bahai 
teachings, memorizing of extracts from 

the Tablets, ctc., and Esperan to classes 
for women, girls and boys. 

Lastly, an Association known as the 
~onahalan (i. e., young trees) was 
founded in August, 1918, for the en
couragement of mutual aid and the 
propagation of divinc teachings among 
the Bahai women and children of Kaz
vin. This is partly a commercial can· 
cern and has a share-capital. Childrcn 
are encouraged to invest their savings in 
it. Books and many othcr articles arc 
bought and sold, but it is a rule thut 
one-fourth of all profits mnde must bo 
devoted to thc Cause of God (in dcCray
iug necessary expenses of teaching, 
helping the poor, etc. ). This .lssoeiution 
has started a lending library (the first 
leniling library for women and children 
in Persia), and contributions of books 
in Esperanto, English, Persian or 
Arabic will be gratefully received. 
Donors of books are requested to write 
on each book their name and address with 
the date of sending. Tbe Association 
hopes ere long to purchase a cinemato
graph and Mirza Labib bas many plans 
for future development of the society'S 
work. 

Abdul-Baha has shown a lively inter
est in these various associations. De 118S 
beeome a shareholder in Nonahalan and 
has revealed three Tablets, onc fOl· 
~as.hre-Nafahat, one for Nonuhalan and 
the children's classes jointly, and onc 
for Tanzib, praying for thc eontjn~ed 
success, development lind confirmatIOn 
of these organizations. 

Commullications may be addressed to 
Mirza Mohammed Labib, Nonahalan, 
Kazvin , Persia. 

With best wishes, 
Yours sincerely, 

J. E. Esslemonl , M. B. 
P. S.-I run sending this, with a photo

graph of Mirza Labib's girls' class, 
throngh )[1'. Vail. 
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International Language 
(Conlifll.ltd from page lOJ) 

the countries of the East will be enabled amhaii povos plibonigi sian staton. 
to acquire tll(~ sciences of the West in no Mallongc, pro Is starigo de ci tin in
time, because they will be able to read teruacia lingvo, Is mondo de la homuro 
these books and comprehend their menn- fnrig-os alia mondo, kaj eksterordinara 
ingj and the \Vestern nations will be ('stos gia progrcso. Ekzempie, pripensu 
enabled to acquire the thoughts and pri familio, kies diversaj membroj paro
ideas of the East, and througb this Uley las diversnjn lingvojn; kicl malfacile 
will be enabled to improve their eondi- estas por iii komuniki siajn pensojn unn 
tion. In short, on account of the cstab- al alia, kaj kicl mirinde estas, kiam iIi 
lishmcnt of this international language, povas facile kompreni reciproke siajn 
the world of humanity will become nn· pcnsojn. Car, SO ill seins ciu la lingvojn 
other world; extraordinary progress will de la aliaj, iii progresos rapide. Do es.. 
he attained. Take, for example, a fam- tas nia espero, ke la lingvo Esperanto 
ily in which the various members speak disvastigos po~t ne lange tra la tuta 
each a different language; how difficult mondo, par ke ciuj popoloj povu vivi. 
it is for thcm to convey their thoughts kune en In spirito de nmikeco kaj amo. 
to onc another, and bow great and Wall· 

derful it is when they are able easily to 
understand one another's thoughts. For 
if they know one another's language, 
they will go on very rapidly; there is IJO 

doubt whate"'er about this. Therefore 
it is our hope that the Esperanto Ian· 
guage will spread universally beforc 
long, that it may be promulgatcd ill all 
the conntries, so that all the people may 
live togeth",!> in the spirit of amity und 
love. 

Tablets to Bahais in America received in 1919 and 1920 
JA)lES MORTO)!, JR. 

Through Mr. Wilhelm to Mr. James 
Morton, Jr., New York City-Upon 
him be the Glory of God, the )lost 
Glorious! 

He Is God! 

o thou firm in the Covenant! 
As to thy attendance at the Esperanto 

Congless fit the Hague in the month of 
August, it is very advisable. Thou 
shouldst show utmost efficiency thereat, 
in order to spread the divine teachings, 
one of which is the oneness of language i 
and thence thou shouldst proceed to the 
desired land (Haifa and Acca). Then 
from here thou shouldst hasten to Per
sia, and rctunl to America, where thon 

shouldst glye lectures, explain what thou 
hast experienced and give the glad tid· 
ings of the greatness of the Cause of 
God. 

Upon tJ100 be the Olory of the )[ost 
Glorious! 

(Signed) AnDUL-BARA ABBAS. 

(Translated by Azizullah S. Bahadur, 
~Iareh 27, 1920, Haifa. ) 

)IAR1E WATSON 
To the maid-servant of God, !\frs_ Marie 

Watson-Upon her be BAnA'O'ILAn 

BI-Abha! 
He Is God! 

o thou Herald of the Covenant! 
Thy detailed letters have been re-
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ceivcd, !lnd have been attentively pe
rused. Praise thou God, that thou art 
confirmed in service to the Kingdom 
and art encompassed by the blessings of 
His Holiness BARA 'O'LLAH. Heavenly 
confirmations are descending upon thee 
and lordly assistance is encircling thee. 
Thou art eloquent at cvcl"Y gathering 
and art responded to at every assem
blage. Souls listen in tbe utmost glad
ness to thy words and in case a soul 
objects or antagonizes he will ultimately 
be awakened and made aware, for the 
powerful _and mighty souls and the rul
ing potentates have failed to resist the 
call of the Kingdom. Nasser Ed Din 
Shah, the Sovereign of Persis, and Ab
dul Hamid, the Sultan of Turkey, have 
tried to resist the call with all their 
power and might, but the call has been 
raised higher every day and those two 
blood-thirsty autocratic sovereigns have 
been inflicted with a severc loss and dis
appointment. 

In short, engage with all thy power 
in ra ising the call of the Kingdom of 
God and rest thou assured tJlat assist
ance and confirmation shall dcsccnd 
upon thcc_ The attracted maid-servant 
of God, Miss Juliet Thompson, is indced 
spiritual, lordly and mcrcifuL Extend 
to her my greeting. His honor, Mr. 
Wilhelm, exerts his effort under all con
ditions and contributes extensively for 
the Dahai Cause. Undoubtedly, other 
souls should join him in promoting thc 
work of teaching. To the belicving 
maid-servant of God, Miss Buskin, con
vey greeting and congratulation for her 

• marr18ge. 
SouL~ arc still unaware of the power 

of the Covenant. This testament is 
neither a tradition or a tale. It has 
been established through the pen of His 
Holincss BAUA 'O'LLAn with the utmost 
firmness and undoubtedly if all the peo
ple of the world join in endeavoring to 
uproot it, they will all evcntually fail 
and be disappointed. What can there
fore a handful of people do f 

The power of the Coveuant is like 
unto the sun and those who have acted 
contrary to it are like transparent 
clouds. The Sun of the Covenant dissi
pates dense clouds and causes them to 
vanish. What then will it do to thesc 
imaginary mists f Thou dost consider 
that in all regions the Call of the Coven
ant is being raised and in the utmost 
power. H is Holiness Christ said to Peter, 
" Thou art Peter and upon this rock J 
will build my Church." This Word could 
not be resisted by aU the people of the 
world and eventually it has been made 
evident and manifest. At present TIis 
Holiness DAH.'I 'O'LLAH has through IIis 
sacred pen established this CovenlHlt ill 
the utmost power, perfection and clear
ness. Consider then what pow('r it yields. 
At present some superficial souls like 
unto bats arc plotting together in the 
dark, and say to one another that this 
Sun of the Covenant. shall be eclipsed 
and the resplendent 'Moon of the Testa 
ment shall be concealed. But the Sun 
of the Covenant through one effulgence 
shall disperse and annihilate these bats. 

The poems were in the utmost swcct· 
ness and delicacy. )fy hope from the 
bounties of His IToliness B.\IlA'O'LLAH 

is that thou mayelit become the CilUSC or 
the awakening, the supplication, the 
prayer and the guidance of souls. 

In case Mr. Kelsey will in the utmost 
longing and desire join thee in thy jour
ney to China, Japan and India, and is 
able to endure its hard.'Jhipl'l, and will 
not give up its respollflibilities, it is 
highly advisable . 

Convey to Dr. Mullaney on my behaH 
the utmost kindness and give JlCr this 
mescage; "Praise thou God, that in the 
midst of this darkness that has encom
passed this world thou hast been 
illumined, and hast heen guided and 
hast been made the recipient of bounty. 
Thou must be etemally grateful to the 
soul who has been the cause of thy guid· 
ance, for that soul hath guided thee." 
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Convey to Dr. Mcl\lannon on my behalf 
respectful greeting. My hope is that 
through the light of the love of God he 
may become an ignited candle and a 
flower of the rose-garden. Upon them 
be BAHA'O'LLAH! 

Any soul that may like to accompany 
thee with the utmost pleasure and satis
faction in thy trip and has ability and 
capacity and will show thee full consid
eration, thou mayst select and choose to 
be thy fellow-traveler. 

Upon the be B.\HA'O'LLAH EI-Abha! 

(Signed) ABDt;lrRmA ABBAS. 

(Translated by Shoghi Rabbani, 
Haifa, Palestine, December 24, 1919.) 

l\IR. AND ]\IRS. KTLLIUS 
To Mr. and Mrs. A. C. Killin!!, Montana 

-Upon them be the Glory of God, the 
Most Glorious! 

He Is God! 

o yo two whci are firm in the Covenant! 

Your letter dated January 28, 1920, 
has been received. Its contents were 
indicative of heart-felt realities, which 
were conducive to firlIlneM and stead
fastness in the Covenant of God. 

Although in the body of the universe 
there arc innumerable nerves, yet the 
main artery, which pulsates, cnergizcs, 
and invigorates all beings, is the power 
of the Covenant. All else is secondary 
to this. Nobody is assisted and con
firmed save that soul who is firm. Con
sider it well that every soul who is firm 
in the Covenant is luminous, like unto 
a candle which emanates its light on 
those around it. While every wavering 
soul is an utter failure, frozen, lifeless, 
dead yet moving. This one proof is suffi
cient. 

Ye should render thanksgiving unto 
God, that ye aTe able to travel 
throughout the states and regions, and 
like unto the breeze of spring, transmit 
new spirit to every eity through which 
ye pass. 

Praise be unto God, that thy departed 
father turned his face to the Supreme 
Aspect. He drank from the Chalice of 
Guidance, and soared without feather or 
wing to the Infinite Paradise. I am 
supplicating unto Ood that thy hon
ored mother may also attain to guidance. 

The date· 1335 is not lunar, it is solar, 
therefore it has not yet arrived. 

Praise be unto God, that in Spring
field, minois, the fra~rances of the love 
of God have been diffused and the call of 
the Kingdom hath been raised. The 
photograph of dear son Russell was ob
served. Verily, the expression of his 
face indicates great skill. I am beseech
ing unto God that the friends of that 
city may day by day attain unto heav
enly progress. 

Upon ye both be Baha-el-Abba! 

(Signed) AnnUL-BAllA AnnAS. 

(Translated by Aruzullah S. Bahadur, 
Haifa, Palestine, March 27, 1920.) 

·See the 12th chapter of Daniel. 

RUSSELL JURGENS 
Through l\Ir. and Mrs. A. C. Killius, of 

]\fontana-Upon them be the Glory 
of God, the Most GIoriousl-to Russell 
Jurgens, Springfield, Illinois-Upon 
him be the Glory of God, the )[ost 
Glorious! 

He Is God! 

o dear child! 

Thanks be nnto God, that in thinc 
infancy thou hast entered the divine 
Kingdom and bast obtained a portion 
of the graces of the Lord of Hosts. My 
supplication to God is this, that thou 
maycst be rearcd in the bo~om of 
the love of God, and in the utmost at
traction attain to thy maturity. 

Upon thee be Baha-el-Abha! 

(Signed ) ABDUL-BAllA ABBAS. 

(Translated by Azizullah S. Bahadur, 
H aifa, Palestine, :March 27, 1920. ) 
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THE TOMB OF HAZRAT VARGHA AND HIS SON RUHOLLAH, BAHAI MARTYR" 

The martyr MOLLAH AGHA JAN is buried beneath the landing which surrounds the mausoleum. 
MISS LILLIAN FRANCES KAPPES' grave is in the garden very near the Tomb. 

The wife of Mollah Agha Jan '''Amatol Baha" was the first woman Persian teach"r to go 
from place to place spreading the Glad-tidings. She lived in Sari. Passed out about 1918. 

Before the Tomb (left to right): Mirza A,zizollah Vargha: Elizabeth H. Stewart; Hadji Amp0n. 
and at his feet. Aly Mohammed, son of Mirza Vailoilah Khan Vargha; Doctor Susan I. 
Moody; Mirza Valiollah Khan Vargha. 

• 
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.. \V~ desire but the good of the world and the happiness of the nations; that all nationl 

shall become onc in faith and all men as brothers; that the bonds of affection and unity ~
tween the sons of men shall be strengthened, tha t divenity of religion Sh311 cease and differ
ences of race be annulled. So it shall be: these fruitless strife:!; these ruinous wan shan 
pan away. and the 'Most Great Peace' shall come ... -BAHA'O'U. ... U. 

Vol. 11 01a 1.76 (March 2. 192 1) No. 19 

"How is it possible to imagine life after death ?" 
Reeeut Tablet fl'om ADon ..... BAII.\ to J. l suruckcl' 

To the maid-servant of God, J. lsbrucker, Den IIaog, Holland-Unto he l' be 
greeting and praise! 

li e Is God! 

o tllOU who art ~iI'{\rching for truth! 
Thy letter has been received. Thou hag writteu that Agha Mirza Ahmed 

Khan (Yllzdani) has given some explanation of the Bahai Cause to thet'. What 
thou hast written i!i right, that the Babai Rclij:.!ion is Truth and other institu
tions compan.'d to the Rahai Religion are not reality and are without BIlY 

great results. Althou~h in Ute sight of the people ther seem to have a true 
foundation. yet they arc like unto u fruities.<; tree. Thel'e are so many tl"eCS that 
lire apparently huge and essl a shadow, yet thc;1-' nrc not productive of any 
fruit and so thcy will be ultimately uprooted, as thou hast observed and wilt 
observe. T he Divine 1l1Stitutioll is, however, a trcc whose shadow is extended 
o\'el' the Eust and the West and ev(:ry moment brings forth wonderful frnitfl, 
as experiell{'e has shown. 

Thou hast written, " ITow is it possil1le that one should obey and submit 
to Ull unjust gO\,f'rnmentT" By the government which should be obfyed is 
meant a just go\'erument which proleets the rights of all its people. 1l is a 
constitutional g-ovCI'nrnent which is bound by strinp:ent laws. 

Thou has written, "ITow is it po~sible to imaginc 1\ life after dCAthT" 
Verily, verily, life after death is not imaginable>. But do thou observe that it 
is evident mu n has evolved from the mineral world. As long as he \\'I\S in tIll' 
millerlll kingdom, he could not imagine the vegetable kingdom. He was traml
ferred to the vegetable kingdom. In the \,pgetflble kingdom he could not 
illlAg-ine the animal kingdom. Before he emerged from the animal kingdom 
he eould not imagine the stag£' of human reason and intellig(,llce, I hllt is, it Wll~ 
impossible for him, he did not have any kn()wledge thereof. 

Ko\\' thi~ earth and these trees ha\'e, by no means, nny knowledp:e of the 
Animal and human worlds: they cannot imllgine them, they deny existenee ab
solntely. While the human world is helping the IInimal and assisting- lht' 
yc~etable kingdoms, the vegetable kingdom is ij!norant of it. Similarl:y Ihl' 
human world cannot comprehend the world of thp Kingdom: it is absolutely 
ignorant of it, while the heavcnly spirits have influene(' in the human 1I"0rld. 

Do thon observe how clenr this point is and yet the profp!ol80Nl and philo~
ophers of the world fiN' ignorant of this reality! The medium8 are, howc\·er, 
speaking of thc world of thought and not of reality. But a heavenly soul 
who is conscions of the Divine 'World: whose discerning eye is open: who i<l 
detached from thc world of nature, and hS!i attained to spiritual pow!'r i~ 
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cognizant of the Divine ',"orld and those of the spirits. Reality is pure spirit, 
it is not phY8ical: that is, it does not occupy space. 

Ye should esteem )Iirzu Ahmed Khan (Yazdani ) highly, because it was 
he who gave yc this gl'CElt glad tiding. Through the grHces of God do I hope 
that that country will be enkindled with heavenly Light: that the Divine 
verses will be chanted, and that such souls may be confirmed us to become 
like unto Pan I and Uary Magdalene. 

Unto thee be greeting and pl'ai>;e! 
(Signed ) AUDL;L-D,ulA AnBAS. 

(Translated by M:izullah S. Bahadur, Mount Carmel, Palestine, October 
15th, 1020.) 

CAS~;l:; COXTAIr. ING llARBLE CASKET '1'0 HOLD 
REMAI:>:S 01" THE UAB 

The Final Burial of The Bab on Mt. Carmel 
Extracts from Mirzn Mon(!('r 'g letters, Acra, Syria, )'luJ'('h 22, 1909', 

SUNDAY morning, Abdul-Baha drove 
from Acea to T !aifa with his fam

ily and n few or the old believers. .\long 
the shol'e, half way between the two 
cities, there is now 8 small house which 
the government, has built fol' the watch 
of the road. ITere, in thc middle of the 
desert, we stopped and had luncheon j 
then, after an hour and a half, we 
reached Haifa. 

Rut few of the believers knew that 
nine year!'! ago the remains of ITil! HoJi-
11Cs<I. The Rab. had been quietly placed 
in the (place of) llazerat-o-Tkoods on 
)Iouot CUnD£'l. 

A weck before the Feast of Nanrooz 
(March 21st) Abdul-Baha had sent to 
Haifa two of the believers that they 
should prepare everything for the com
ing ceremonies. 

Nine years ago a believer of Rangoon 
(India) sent to IIaifa a large casket 
made of marble, beautifully worked with 
the Greatest Name in relief and gilded 
three times on eaeh side. It was later 
to hold the remains of The Bab, which 
had been kept 60 years (59 A. D., 01' 

solar years) in safety. Now they were 
to be definitely buned by Abdul-Baha. 

A few weeks before some twenty men 
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had pulled this heavy marble casket up 
the mountain. Abdul-Baha gave the last 
necessary instructions and it was slowly 
slid down into the under part of the 
Tomb. This must have been performed 
with the help of the Kingdom of EI
Abha, for though the work presented 
neat difficulty and was done by inex
perienced men, everyone wondered at 
the ease with which it was done. 

The Shrine under the ground was 
lighted with but one lamp. Abdul-Baha 
waited until all was well finished. He 
threw off his turban; he removed his 
shoes; he took off his coat-but what 
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followed was so impressive that it is use
less for me to attempt to picture it! I 
will simply relate what happened. 

Our Beloved, with his hair wavin~ 
around his beautiiul head, his face shin
ing with light, looking inspired, tragic 
and majestic, rushed down and threw 
himself on his knees. He placed the 
remains of The Bab in tbe large coffin 
(in the marble-casket) and leaning bis 
blessed head on the border of the coffin, 
he wept, wept, wept-and all wept with 
him. 

That night the Master did not slecp. 

"The body of man, which has been formed gradually, 
must similarly be decomposed gradually" 

Tablet from ABDUL-B.<\HA to Shanaz Waitc· 

To thc maid-servant of God, Shahnaz 
"raite, San Diego, Cslifornia.-Upon 
hcl' be the Glory of God the Most 
morious! 

IIe Is God! 
o thou who art the daughter of the 

Kingdom! 
Thy letter has been received. Due to 

scarcity of time, I write the answer 
briefly: Thc body of man, which has 
bCCll formed gradually, must similarly 
be decomposed gradually. This is ac
cording to the real and natural oroer 
and Divine Law. If it had been better 

• NO'rn--This tablet is in answer to R 

letter I wrote to Abdul.Baha, April 14, 
1920, in regard to our having formed a 
Board for the San Diego Assembly, of 
which Mr. Waite is Chairman. I also 
wrote of the wonderful self-sacrifice and 
loving service which Mary Fenn has for 
several ycars rendered the Cause here, 
keeping the fire burning under most dis
cOUl'aging circumstances. I also asked 
for instrnctions regarding cremati.on, of 
whi{'h I knew he does not approve, but 
I wished to have his own words upon the 
subjeet.-Shahnaz Waite. 

for it to be burned after deat.h, in its 
very creation it would have been so 
planned that the body would automatic· 
ally become ignited after death, be con
sumed and t.urned into ashes. But the 
divine ordcr formulated by the 11('8.\"· 
enly ordinance is that after death this 
body shall be transferred from one stage 
to another different from the preceding 
one, so that according to the relations 
which exist in the world, it may grad
ually combine and mix with other ele
ments, thus going through stages until 
it arrives in the vegetable kingdom, 
there turning into plants and flowers, 
developing into trees of the highest 
paradise, becoming perfumed and at· 
taining the beauty of color. 

Cremation suppresses it speedily from 
attainmCllt to these transformations, the 
elements becoming so quickly decom
posed that transformation to these vari
ous stages is checked. 

Convey on my behalf my utmost love 
to thy honored husband! I am suppli
cating that he may day by day attain 
to spiritual development. In regard to 
the meeting which has been formed in 
that city, it is my hope that that assem· 
bly may become illumined and like unto 

, 
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a rose-garde-Il it mEl)' diffuse sweet frag
rance. 

COllvey on my behalf respectful greet
ings to Miss Mary Fcnn! In reality 
this dear maid-servunt of God has arisen 
ill service, deserving the lJestowul of tllP 
divine bounties. J Rhould like to write 
H letter to the fril'llds of San Diego, hut 
owing to the scarcity of opportunity 1 
sufficed with a !ihort surplieutioll for 
them: 

HO Thou the Lord of ll o!rt.s! The city 
of gan nic~w was like a lifeles:. body. 
Kow a breath of the Spirit of Life hu)! 
wafted over thosl' I'egiom~. Some souls 
huye arisen from the gT8\'CS of the world 
of nature which is the eternal death: 
they have been I'cvivcd by the Holy 
Ghost, and they have stllrted in servi
tudf' to Thy threshold. 

"0 thou affectiollate Lord! Bestow 
lIpon these featherless and wingless bird'! 
two heavenly wings and give unto them 

flpi ri t ual strength, so that they may soar 
in the limitless space and attain to the 
apex of the Kingdom of Abha! 

"0 Lord! Strengthen these feeble 
seedlings so that each one may develop 
into a fruitful tree, exhibiting the ut· 
most fre!)hness aud liveliness. Assist 
them and make them victorions, so that 
they lIlay rout and vanquish the army of 
ignonlllcc and misapprehension; lift 
up the banner of love and guidance 
among the people; bestow like unto 
the spring breeze freshness and life unto 
the tre<' of hum/mity; brive KrCt'IlUess 
find 1ivelines.~ like unto the sprill!! 
shower to the meadows of that conti
nent! Vt'rii)·, Thou art the Able and 
the Powerful, the llcstower and the Af
fectionate !" 

Upon thee be Baha-eJ-Abha! 
(Signed) ABOlJl.rBADA AnB.\S. 

(Translated by Azizullah S. Bahadur, 
Haifa, Palestine, JUlle 2nd, 1920.) 

Prayer for the dead and progress in the after-life 
Tcaching' given by ABD{~L·BAH.\ in 1!JQ-.J to Ethel J. Ro.<;{'nberg. 

ABDUL.BA HA said that through the 
mercy of Ood, not through His 

justiee, the condition of those who have 
di('d in sill and unix-lief can be ehanged. 
We are commanded to pray t11at their 
condition may be changed. As we have 
the power to pray fo r these souls he-re, 
so ~han we have the slime power in the 
after-life-in the Kingdolll. 

The powcr of this prayer of interees
sian is a special leaching of this religion. 
To pray for the (l ead was not given as 
a special religious command (of the 
Divine Teacher)' until this day of the 
messed Perfection. 

Thc grace of effcctive intcreession is 
one of the perfections belonging to per· 
fect and advanced souls, liS well as to 
thc Manifestations of God. Jesus Christ 
had the power of interceding {or the 
forgiveness of n is enemies when on 
cadh, and He e('rtainly has this power 
DOW. 

Abdul·Baha ncwr mentions the nallle 
of a dl'lId person without sayiug. ")[a.\· 
God forgive him," or words to that 
effect. 

Followers of the prophets have also 
tltis power of prllyilll! for the fOI'give' 
ness of soui R-, thereforc we ma.'" not 
think that any souls are condemned to 
a stationary condition of fiun'C1'in~ 01· 

loss, arising from absolute ignorance of 
God. 1'he power of effective interces
sion for them alway~ exists. 

AU the poopl(' iu the other world, are 
they not the creatures of God ' TilerI" 
fore, they can progress in the other 
world. As they can also receive light 
by suppli('al in~ here, so they can also 
receivt' light by supplicating there. The 
rieh in the other world can help the 
poor, as the rich can help the poor herf'. 
In evcry world all are the creatures of 
God. They arc always dependent on 
Him. They arc not independent, and 
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ean never be so. While they are needful 
tlf God, the more Uley 8upplientc, the 
richer they become. 

What is tJleir merchandise, their 
weMlth' Tn tile other world what is help 
and as~istance' ] t is intercession. 

Llldeveloped souls lIlust gain prog· 
rl'SS at fil":,,1 through the supplications of 

the spiritually rich; afterwards they can 
progress through theit, own supplica

tions. 

"I n this great dispensation Thou dost accept the intercession 
of the sons in behalf of their fathers" 

'fable! frQm ABDl:I .... R\I!.\ to Albert R Win dust. 

To ~Ir. Albert R. Windmil, Chicago, III. 
-llpon him be .B.U I.\ '0'1.1,.\11 BI·.-\bha! 

[Ie b God! 

o 'r!IOU Almighty J 0 Thou Forgiver ~ 
TIle servant of Thy 'l'hresholcl, Win

dust, turns hiq face toward the Kingdom 
of j\bha and begs for his father· Thy 
Orac(' und Bounty. 0 ThOll Omnipotf'nt 
Lord! In Ihis Great Dispemiation Thou 
dost accept the interees..<;;ioll of the SOilS 
in behalf of their fathers. This is olle 
of the speeinl infinite bestowals of this 
cycle. 'rherefore, 0 'I'hou kind AI
mi~hty! Accept the ,,'quest of this thy 
servllnt at the Threshold or 1'hy Sill
~h'lH'sS and submerge his 1'ath('r ill the 
IX'elll of Thy gra('('S-be('ansc thi~ ~on 

is confirm('d in the accomplishmen t of 
Thy "el'vi(,eB and is displaying the ut
most of effort Ht all tillle in th(' path
wa;v or Thy low! Yerily ThOll art tlw 
Ginr, the For~iver and the Kind! 

o thou divine servan t! 

Be Ihou not unhappy 011 accou"t of 
the death of thy fatht,l'_ All of us will 
hastt'll fl'0111 this world t o IIlIo lh el' world. 
Tllis mundane life has no impol'tal1('f' 
whatsoover. Jt is our hope that in the 
divine world we shall find ph'l'llal union 
and seck everlastiog fdlow:;hip. Impor
tan('e lies in this fact. Th is station is 

-Thoma" Windus!, printC'l·. \\'a~ bol'll 
in r .. ondon, England, :\'oye111hl'I' l~th, 

1~-l9. Dicd at Chicago, May 21st. 19]:1. 
and was buried in :Mount n ope Ceme
tery, 1I1ay 23rd. 

obtained through faith and self-sacri
fi ce in th£' path of God. Consequently 
we must mak(' un effort to obtllin hap
pines)! and joyolIs.nellS ill the other world. 

Convey the wOllllerful Abba greeting 
to the bplievers. Chic-ago, in compul'i
son with the cit ies of America. was in 
advance and uUlIleri('ully contaiued more 
Balla is. But when the stench (vile 
odor) oC the IlItkllZecU was sprl'ad in that 
city there WIIS stagnation. The Canse in 
other cities of Am(>ricu is progressing 
day unto day, bllt Chieago is statiollllry. 
'1'hel'eCore, strive that the swet't f l'a
grance of till' Tcstnment lind the Cove
!l ent may bl'colll(' difrused, the uo~tl'ils 

of the spiritual ones become perfumed, 
the banner of " Ya·JSaha-el-Abhll !" be 
unfurled and the tcnt of the oueness 
of the world of hum anity be pitl'hed. 
Then ye !'hal\ ob:o;crv(' that ChiclllO!o will 
become the Paradise of .\bha. These 
few nakazee n ('annot accomplish a ny
thin'! worth while. The lItmOfot is this 
that they will be the l1Icuns of the droop
ing of the ix'li('\'(>Ni of nod in that city. 
A per!'Oll depriv('d of the ~ririt of the 
COW'llllllt ill s('ntenN'd as dead. The 
dead f:\Il'r!y dj~intt'R'ratc. Th erefo·l'e. 
brel1thl' tll ... spirit oC the COY('lla nf and 
the Testament as much M ye call in the 
hpal·!,. so that the !!OllIs may pro1!l'('<;;'i 
da.'- unto day and obtai n a new exhilara
tion. 

'-pon thee he Bllhn-el-Al1ha! 

(Signed) A.BOI'L-BAIIA ABBAS! 

(Tralldated by )Iirza Ahmad Sohroll, 
July 4th, 1913, Port Said, Egypt .) 
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CHARLES H. GREENLEAF 

BORN MAY 6,1857 

DIED MAY 24. 1920 

• 
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Obituary 
CABLEGRAMS l'RO,[ ABDUL.BAIIA 

Regarding death of Charles n, Orec,llca{ alld Albert H. Hall: 
"SUPPLIC,\TIXG LOim Ot' TII~; KIXGlX)ll TO SnnJERGE 

TIIE:'>f: TWO nLE.";"'EI> SOl:L.<; IX THt: UCE.\N OF HIS )h:HC\'."-A.8BAS. 

Regarding the death of Lillia,n P. Kappes: 
BAOEROFF·Doc'rQR MOODY, TEIlEH.\X-

")fIss K.H·I'F~<; \'ERY H.\PPV. 1 IXVI1'!:; WOI!LD BE 

NOT GRIEVED. ApPU' TO MR. VAlL, URBAN.\, FOR 

SUB:"TlTt'TE. F.LIZ.\BETH [STE\\'.\RT] Ion.,. ~'QH T~:HER\N."-ABBAS. 

CHARLES 11. (;HEENT.JEAl-' 

A great pioneer of the Rahai Calls~ 

in "\merica, his hOllOI' Chllt'lcs 11. Green. 
leaf, came to the end of the t.rail of thiH 
Cill'lhly life, MIIY 24\l1, 1920. He wa~ 
a giant ill mind and body. and a guide 
to Jel'cat numbers of souls in their 5e3I'C'h 
(or Truth. H(' Waf.! one of the thr('(' 
J'eco~nized pillllrx or !Itrength of the 
CaliRe in the ('urI.\' days-being ('IO-'H'l," 
aJo;Soeialed with 'l'hol'lltoll Chast' and 
.\rtliur K Agnew. 'l'hOfiC who I'eeeiwd 
the :\1es..'W~e of tIl(' Kingdom from him 
rel1l(,l11\)(>r his logical IJI'CSNltatiol1s und 
powerful argnm('nhf-qllalilies Ihut \\'('1'(' 

needed to convince the Westcrn mind, 
especially when, at that time, there were 
"('IT few of the wOl'ds of BAllA 'O'LI,,' H • 
Hnd Abdul-Balla tl'llllsiated intn F.n~-

\ish, 
We <,\'er think of him as the as.~ociute 

of 'I'horntoll f'hul'e. whom Abdul-Baha 
!el'med "a twinkling star Oil the hori· 
zon of Truth, at prcscnt hid behind the 
clouds, but which shall soon !'adinntly 
shine Corth," 

A noble soul has plls,-;cd, "Yu-Bnha
l'i-Abha!" 

Tablet /rQ'ln A bdul·Baha. 

Through his honOI' ~lr. Chase to ~lr. 
Charles H. Greenleaf-Upon him hc 
BAHj\ 'O'LL.,ll! 

He Is God! 
o thou member of the Merciful nICt'!' 

ing! 
Mr, Cbase ofIel'('d the highe<'t pl'ui!'\{' 

Cor you, und while in the Blessed Spot 
(A('ca) he relllembered you always, 

Know thou his \'alue, for he is a kind 
and fai.thfll] fl'i(,IHl. firm in the Cove· 
nunt and Te!ltamcnt, 

o thou who Rl't finn in the CO\'cllal1t! 
Thy S('r\'j('{"s and those of thy ('('vered 
wife arc- 8C'('cptable in the Kingdom of 
Abha, for ye havc made your home a 
Ill'st for the hirds of God, und have 
f'lI!-\,!l!(ed ill tCllching the Cause of God, 

Yc ure truthful gardeners of the 
C:ul'd('n of (;od, Imd two agJ"('eable >:erv· 
!lilts of the 1I0ly Thrc.<:hold, 

This confirmation mnst become the 
-soul'('e of joy to life and repose 10 the 
eOUSCleJICe, 

Upon thee be Baha·el-Abhn.! 
(Sign('d) ABDUL-BAllA ARiI,\!', 

(Translated C'hicago, August 4, 1907,) 

('hal'I{"lo! H (,I'IlUln Greenleaf was born 
Oll a beautiful farm neal' Cold Springs, 
Wiseonl'in, 1I1ay 6, 1857, nis pUl'cnts 
\\'(>1'(' AugU.<!tl1S and Charlotte Stanford 
Greenleaf. When abont two and a half 
~·('al-S old the family moved to CaHfOl" 
nin and tlll'l'C, Illllong the hills Rnd 
the mountaius, he spent the happiest 
dars of his ('hildhood, not realizing any 
of the hardships which inevitably at· 
telld pioneer liCe, Throughout the 
r(>ars flf turmoil lifter his return to t1lP 
middle \\'e~t, the ,'isions of snow capped 
pcak. .... I'ushing mountain strcaUl~, rare 
Howers in secreted places, and hardy 
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kindly millers, HlwllYS refreshed and re
joiced his heart. 

l\t the age of twcnty-olle~h·. Grel'lI
leaf Wt]S admitted to the Winois Bar, 
the ~·ounge:;t graduate in a cluss of 
forty . and at that time h£> was elected 
as ('Broiling and engrossing clerk of 
tile s('tla\e 81 ~priJl!!.'field, 111. He \IUS 

with the Illinois Trust and Suvingll 
Hank, in Chicago, for twenty-two ycars. 

Aug-nst 8th, 1882, he marri('d E. Eliz
uze\h H()hl'CI' or ~"all.'itoD . lllillois. 

Soon after the \\'orld 's Colulllbian 
Expo:.ition in Chicago he became inter
cstt'd in the nnivCl'Sal tC8c'hings of 
B.\II.\ 'u 'LI..\11 and was a meml>cr of the 
first HoUS(' of Spi ritlHtlity, ('ontiuuing 
in thi~ scr"i('C throughout hi!) life. II is 
love fnr Abdul-Raha, the {'enter of 
God's CO\"ell/lIlt, \\"8S his gr('nf.t'sl ('hlll'
lIctcl'istic_ 

H(' i" SU1'vi\'('d hy his wife and two 
SOliS, Albert E, 8]](i Chat'lcs L. , 811d 
thl'('l' sisterS', )11'8. E. p, C01ll8tOl·k ~)f 
Chil'llgo, )11'S, E. \\", Dakin 8ud )Iiss 
Lily {)I'eenlellf of Oak Park. HI. 

ALBERT l-I, HALL 

III the spl'i ng of 1920, one of the weJl, 
known amI 8etive Srr"811ts of the Bahai 
Clillse in America, Albert H, Hali, of 
)Iinlleapolis, passed frOUI the plane uf 
till' <;('en to the unseen, 

Tic \\'ill ever be remembered for his 
seryj('C!ji in the early development of the 
Hah oi Temple Unity, the body entrusted 
witIt the building of the :\Ia8hrekol
AzkHI' in America, 

F rom 1910 to 1914, Albert H, HaU 
W8"! selected <'lI.ch ~'ear as chairman of 
Ih(' Aunual COllvention; he WIIS el('eted 
II melllber of the L'nity during the same 
period, and wag chosen as its president 
in un 1, whieh position he held up to 
and durinl2' the year 19U, 

At the Convention of 1910, when MI', 
HlIll was llnanimOll ,q1y chosel! Chairman, 
he said: "Ood ehooses the weak things 
to confound the mighty, YOIi haY(' IIlAde 

the choice of a weak instrulllent. 1 fed 
vel'y weak lind lowly, as nothing, und 1 
would not heat' the !'espollhlhility of this 
place were [ not possessed with the SCIIst' 
of my own emptiues.~ , seeking ouly [he 
inpolll'ing of His Spirit, strength aud 
wi!Sdom, 'l'ilis COllvention but 110\\ called 
10 ordcr, has ul'en in conscious, silell! 
session for several hOIIl'S, 'fhert' is no 
uf'ed of IIny introdl1c tion , 'i'he opening 
of this Convention was sung in the hcart 
of even' one of ,'ou who turnl'd his face • • 

Tn till' £1I5t th is mom illg, and if you 
did not then catch the lIIessage o[ 100'e 
lind uuit~, ill ull its filiness. it hll"! 
heuutiflllJ.\' sOllndl'd in ~'our eUI" liS the 
inspiring Tablet has ht'cn read lref('l's 
t (I 'fa b I et reg-It rd i 11'; j\ lush re kol-AzkH I' 
rCC('il'cd in ;\Iun'h, 1910), T1Iel'e is uo 
olhel' word to be uttCt'('d, it is for us 
now to Hudress ourselves directl,r to the 
work ill hand, We are here represent
ing' the Bllhai Assemblies throughout 
.A1ll('rieu lind Call/ida, to bring home tht, 
su hstan tia l offerin~s of Ollr sacrifice, to 
t'IH'olll'agc Pilch other with the I'<'POl't of 
OUI' \\'ot'k-Ilo! to bom-t 01' ovel'state it. 
\\'c lIlust face lIis Truth just RS it h., 
no 1I0t let us delude OUrse-h'ClI, They 
al'e tlH' worst deluded in the world who 
art'self·deluded, \\-e are not afraid nOr 
n .. hllmed of th(' situation, but of our
~elw"s-fhat is all. fJet IIsscek knowledge 
with the light of T r uth and the Truth 
sl\!lll muke Ull f ree," (From lhn,\I 
XI:'\::" \'01. I, Ko, 4 ), 

Enfl.'eblcd by ill health, nevcrthele&;, 
he determined to mllke the journey from 
Minneapolis to New York rity to attend 
Ilw Amiual Convention in 19'20, although 
his ph.l'sit·ilm warned him it might 1111.'1tell 
the hOllr of death, H e paid th~ pri('(" 
nud ("\'{'I'YOlle present Rt the ~"east of El
HiZWIlIl will remember the rinll of his 
yoiee, though fcehle, when he cried out 
tn tite as~embl('d delegates and friend~: 
" A rist" shim-, for thy light hilS come 
rut! th!' J!IOI'Y of God has risen upon 
thee I "~ 

On th(' jOllnlC,\' home, he met an old 
A<'qllnintllnee on the train, Mr, Ole Hlln -
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sen, former mayor of Seattle, who has 
won national attention. )Ir. Hall , 
propped up on pillows, gave him the 
glorious "Message of the coming of The 
Kingdom, nnd his personal copy of the 
Hidckn Words and Seven Valleys. 

Deeds re,-cal the station of the mall. 

IN MEMORtAM 

To the Judges of tlte Dis/n"ct COllrt of 
the j'ollrth Judicial District, State 0/ 
Jlillnesota, and to the Members 0/ 
the R ennepin County Bar: 

Albert Heath Hall was born on July 
11th, 1858, in Alexandria, Licking 
County, Ohio, SOil of Rev. Levi and Lu
cinda Mitchell Hall ; he came to Min
nesota in 1873 and received his eflrly 
education at Austin; he entered the Vlli
versity of Jlinnesota in 1875, remaining 
in school there until the end of his jn
nior year j he was a member of the Chi 
Psi and Phi Delta Phi Fratemitie~. 

While attending the University of Min
nesota he earned his livelihood by work
ing in a SAwmill, and later. worked for 
the first telephone company organized 
in the Twin Cities, stringing the first 
line of wire in the city of Minneapolis ; 
he afterwards was night telephone op
erator while attending his clas.ses at 
college. 

After leaving the University of )lil1-
nesota , Mr. Hall enlcred the law office 
of Judge Frederick Hooker as a law 
"Iudent, and a short time later, accepted 
a positioll in the TrellSury Department 
at "'ashington, D. C., and while there 
studied Jaw at Columbian Univcrsity, 
which later bccame the George Wash
ington University; he graduated from 
Columbian in 1884. From 1884 to 1920, 
he wa~ actively engaged in the practice 
of Taw at l\1iullellpoli!!, and tried some 
thirty-five hundred contested cases; he 
died ~lar 25th , 1920, after an iJlne~ 
which was eritiCEl] for only a few weeks, 
ha\'inl!' been in poor health, however, 
for almost a :'o-e8r. He is sUM'i"cd by 

his wife and oue daughter, Mrs. Wil
liam L. Appleby, both of this city., .. 

"Bert" nail, as he was familiarly 
known throughout TTennepin County, 
was primarily and esseIitially the poor 
man's lawyer; no client was too mean, 
nor was his cause too small, but that 
Bert Hall gave him his untiring and 
unstinted effort; it made no difference 
whether the client had funds, Or even 
prospects of receiving them, and it 
seemed as thoug-h the less the prospect 
of getting II. fcc, the more generously he 
ga"e of his brilliAnt mind and indefat
igable energy; if he believed that his 
client's cause W!HI just, thut cause be
came the parumount matter with him 
and it took precedence over hifl self-in
terest, his family and his friends, 

Bert IIall Jived and died prueticing 
what he hEld always preached- The 
Brotherhood of !\lan. 

PETER BUIKEMA 

Our faithful co-worker on the STAR 

OF TUE WEST, )hss Gertrude Buikema, 
has suffered the breaking of the tender 
tics of home through the death of hel' 

father, PeteI' Buikema, at Chicago, Jan
uary 27, 1921. 

Born in Provincie Groningcn, Kether
lands. January 15, 1835, h(' lived more 
than the allotted three-score years and 
teu in thili limited world, With splen
did vigor of soul, characteristic o[ his 
nationality, he entered the larger life 
with perfect trust in God. 

The presence of the great number of 
friends who earne to pay t.heir I~spects 
to the d{'pll.rted, was a testimony to the 
spiritual life of this famil)·. The warm 
tributes of the pastor of th{' Holland Re
formed Church where )11'. Buikema at
tended, found a response in the heart!! of 
the large gathering of Bahais, Christia.ns, 
and others present. The Bahai "Bene~ 
diction," SUIlg' at the close of the ser
vice, calmed all hearts by its spiritual 
blessing. 

Tn extending 0111' sympathy to the 
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FUNERAL CORTOOE 0'" LILLIAN ~'. KAPPES. 

bereaved, we l'ealize our words nrc in
adequate, and know that only the Words 
of BAllA 'O'LL.\H alld Abdul-Baha express 
the comfort we would endeavor to 
express. From every hand, where the 
news has reached, have come letters of 
condolence to our co· worker, Miss 
Buikema. On behalf of the Bahais 
everywhere, we extend to our esteemed 
sister heartfelt love and sympathy. 

A. R. IV. 

LILLJA!\ FRANCES KAPPES 

'reherall, Persia, De(!ember 7th, 1920. 

Dearly loved Bahlli friends: 
After nine years of unexampled cour

age, faithfulness, devotion and success 
in the face of unnumbered difficulties 
endured while building up the girls' 
Tarbiat School, which was as the apple 
of her eye, our gifted and beloved sis
ter, Lillian F. Kappes, after only three 
days' serious illness of typhus fever, 
literally went to !\Ieep, to awake in the 
Holy Presence. 

The city is enveloped in a cloud of 
SOT'row. The Bahai womell are weeping. 
Thc school children are mourning their 
director, teacher, friend. She died at 
12 :30 midnight on December 1st; was 
clll'ried with royal honor, the cortege 
numbering hundreds, to the glorious 
tomb of Vargha, tlie Bahni martyr. 

Thc Bahai burial service was held in 
the dome of thc tomb alld the m0i1al 

relliains intelTcd in thc garucll facing 
olle of it.':! nine openings-a Illost beau
tiful l'c!;ting plnce. 

When Lillian F. Kappes asccndfd-
A wave ot IIOn .. w paued over the "I\'orJd, 

From EaBt to We8t It ~w~Pt. 
From bl('edlng hellrta lUI toam w&II hurled. 

While countl_ mourne... wept. 
"Uke JOkph or old Into F..gypt: you'l"<: ...,nt,"· 

Came the "rm command ot her '.<1r<1, 
"In teBla and In trlab your Ute ,,'111 be .pent."' 

Unf .. lt~rlng. auatalnN! by HI, Word, 
fo'or loving and kind 0111 manner and \"olee, 

"Ke,.p your thoughts and your heart cf"}".tal 
pure.'" 

In the utmo.n of raith IIhe ",ade th .. high chOIce. 
And pined her ,"""aM throUlih the Pl>wer 

to l'ndure. 
-Ama.t ol a'Alla. 

(Dr. SUSllII 1. Moody.) 

[l"rom the ST.~H. OF TilE "~EST, Volume 2, 
No. 18.] 

Extrad {rom fetter 11:ritten by .111SS 
Kappe,y to Mr. D. D. Bahcock, Seattle, 
Wash., dated (It Teheran, Persia, Vee. 
19, 1911 : 

DcaI' brother in El-Abha: 

1~rais'" God! Through YOllr unceas
ing, untiring effol"ts and assistnnce, it 
became possible fOI" Illt' to follow the be
hcst of Abdul-Baha, to enjoy the blessed 
privilege of tlie "isit to Thonon and 
finally to arrive in safety at my destina
tion. :Many conflicting reports stInted 
Miss Stewart and me oft rather lmrriedly 

·~ol_QuotaUon. {Ilken trom h .. r aC("Ount ot 
her visit In the hOly pl""'IenCf' or Abdul,Baha at 
Thonon-le~-Balns. SWitzerland, Aug. 27-29. 1911. 
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ill the effort to meet Abdul-Baha at the 
Races' Congress in London, though we 
eventually spent one month there in the 
daily hope of his arrival. After writing 
and cabling and much uncertainty, word 
came to 'fammadon-ul-Molk, his inter
preter, who was in the same house with 
us, and )liss Juliet Thompson, of New 
Y01'k. who lodged next dool', to proceed 

EXPECT NOT FROM THE 
WORLD LOVE AXD CO~I
PASSION, ITS WAY IS EVER 
TYRAN~Y AXD SUP

PRESSIQX I 
The most difficult task for the 

Socicty of Khademee.n Alial (those 
devoting their services to childrcn) 
is to announce to the friends of God 
the death of our American Dahai 
sister, ~liss Lillian Frances Kappes. 
This revered and blessed soul, who 
in the year 1911, came from America 
to Persia in the services of the Tar
biat School, and spent her precious 
life in educating her Persian sisters. 
passed on to the Threshold of the 
_\Irnighty at the age of about thirty. 
on \Vednesday morning, December 
1st, Xineteen hundred and twenty, 
and left the traces of her qualities 
and virtues in the hearts. The only 
consolation that we have is that Miss 
Lillian Kappes ha~ not really died, 
for though her physical temple has 
put on the garment of death her holy 
spirit i~ clothed with the silken robe 
of Life and will live forever and 
forever. 

SOCIETY OF KHADDI£E~ 
ATFAL. Teheran, Persia. 

to Geneva, Switzerland. In two days 
Miss Stewart and I were telegraphed for 
and proceeded to Thonon on the French 
side of Lake Geneva, the incomparable, 
doubly beautiful for his presence there. 
Ignorant of the point of our debarka
tion, I was admiring, from the lake 
steamer, an exquisite, ethereal looking 
range of mountains, rising as if from 
the heavenly deeps, and as our boat drew 
nearer, a sweet, peaceful looking village 
was disclosed at their very base and to 
our great astonishment we found our· 

selves at Thonon. Though we did nut 
know it, Abdul-Baha was at that moment 
abroad on the lake with )1. and :Mme. 
Dreyfus-Barney, Juliet Thompson, Mir
za Raffie and several Orientals, and 
when, after resting, six hours later we 
were greeted and called to meet him, 
and T told him of what I called my 
dream mountains. those self-same hills 
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now forming a background for him as 
he sat at the window, he said: "Some· 
times the heart sees what the eyes can· 
not see." Then," If it were not for the 
Cause of BAllA'O'LL.-\H we would never 
have met-never have known each other 
-you would not be here." We were 
there two days, and, with many to see 
him, our interviews were perforce short 
though both evenings, at dinner, we sat 
opposite him at the same table. The 
Brst evening he told several humorous 
stories, but the second all his talk was 



326 STAR OF THE WEST 

pointed to us and of The Kingdom. He 
iterated and reiterated; "1 am sending 
rOll to Persia that you may serve in 
Persia. so 1hat all the friends and all 
thf' people will praise you." That we 
must always be united in all things, to 
be no cause of discord, to love all the 
people alike. That we would meet many 
hardships and trials. 

One of his lllst messages was to you, 
for whcl.l I told him about your unceas
ing efforts on my behalf lind of the fire 
of youI' enthusiasm and courage, he IiCllt 

his affectionate grectinlZS to )lr. Bab
cQ('k. To say to him he hAd done well
t'cry welt indtcd.---and that Abdul-Bahs 
WHS pleased with him. After 1 gnve him 
greetings from the Seattle A&~mbly, he 
sllid: "I will see yOll again in the King
dom of IJeaveu." When 1 asked him to 
be healed physically and spiritually to 
serve ill the Cause of Ood, he smii('d 
and said, the whilt· we sut at his feet: 
"God willing, YOI1 will be healed-you 
must keep your thoughts and henrt 
pnre." When he dismissed us he said 
lle would sec us again to say II good
bye. '. What he had said of you touched 
me as nothing else did and T wept and 
wept, for it wus the Lord's "Well done, 
thou good and faithful servant." I 
thought I should be completely satis· 
fied if he ever said that of me. It was 
to me the epitome of approval. Rejoice! 
Rejoice! that iu this Glorious Day it has 
bt>en said of you. )'lay your goodness 
increase! 

WOe went out with: "I am Rending 
you forth as Jacob sent JOseph of old" 
- and 1 could say nothing but, "Ya
Baba-e)·Abhll! Ya-Baha·el.Abha!" he 
('choillg it back and repeating while he 
IwId us fast at either hand going for
ward toward the doorwllY. Alld so we 
went forth. 

)IARY )'IATTISEN 

The hearts of all the Bahais of the 
":: hieaj:fo Assembly weut out to their 
brother Andrew Mattisen during the 

monUl of Oetobel', 1920. ] lis wifc, l\lary, 
II young woman devoted in beart, to the 
Cause nnd to her husband and little 
child, passed from this world to the 
realm beyond. We nre grateful that the 
promises or BAH,\ '0 '\.1 .... \ Hand Abdul
Baha regarding that bles..<!C<i world nrc 
the consolation of the bereaved. 

A. ::\1. DAHL 

Cambridge Spriub'"S, Pa., 
September 22, 19~O. 

l\.ly dearest friends: 
Out' dear brother, Mr. A. ).r. Dahl, of 

Pittsbtlrgh , passed Oll to the Supreme 
Concourse September 15th, H e was hit 
with an engine and killed instantly, 
The body was taken to Chicago aue! II 

Rahai funeral service was held thel·e. 
1 understood t.he funeral was to be in 
Pittsburgh Ilnd hnstened there. T found 
they had nil gone except the wife of the 
older son and three little grandehild, CII. 

I stayed with them one day. 'rhese dear 
little children were constantly speaking 
of what he had told them and evel'y 
little while they would speak of him. 
His influence for good will bc a ~"l'('at 
inspiration in those children's live. ... 

A new Bahai in a store StIid: "Only 
two days ago Mr. Dahl came in and 
shook hands with me so cordially and I 
was so happy to see him." Another 
friend who had heard of the Hahui Cnuse 
suid: "Mr. Dahl was so jolly, so kind 
und so good I" Everyonc spoke of him 
with such tenderness and love. 

Mr. Dahl was so faithful in the Pitts
burgh work. Those who worked with 
him will never forget those days. I 
never knew him to miss keeping the fast 
or the feasts. ITe Illude photographs of 
Abdul-Balla nnd gave tllCm to friends 
to use in the Canse. All the photo
graphs used in the South Ameriran 
newspaper urtieles wece made by )fr. 
Dahl. )11'. Dahl went without his lunch 
for yeal'S and flent the money to flUp
port a girl in the schools in Tehernn. 
Persia . TIe typed th(' Creative Word 
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to send out. lIe was always a bappy 
Bahai, and so generous that he gave 
away nearly everything he had. Several 
times 1 have seen him take his coat off' 
his back and pass it on to someone. In 
thinking of l\Lr. Dahl I felt: "How beau
tiful that he gave his all to Abdul-Baha 
in the days when he was here to do it!" 

Yours in the Center of the Covenant, 
Marlha Root. 

L. RUS~ELL ALDERSON 

On Augl1St 28th, after a few hours of 
illness, our loved brother, L. Russell 
Alderson, of the Assembly of Pasadena, 
returned to that goal of the lovers of 
BAR.-\. 'O'LLAH and the Center of the Cov
enant-the Home Eternal. 

His life had been an unconscio1l.!l wit
ness to that quickening spirit which His 
Holiness BAHA 'O'LUll has breathed into 
the dead body of the world, for he Joyed 
and served humanity. Thus he was pre
pared of God for the knowledge of His 
Great Cause, of which he had heard for 
years, but, not understanding it, had re
mained unconfirmed. To this most grate
ful and unworthy servant was permitted 
the great privilege of giving to him suc
cessive draughts from that "Chalice of 
Everlasting Glory" and his ripe spirit 
responded so fully that under its trans
muting power his life became conse
crated to the Holy Threshold and the 
Center of the Covenant, and he arose in 
service 10 his Assembly and also as a 
member of the newly established House 
of Spirituality which is composed of 
representatives from Pasadena, Los An
gt>les and Glendale. 

On Sunday afternoon, August 29th, 
a memorial service was held by the Pasa
dena gathering, which though small in 
members is large in spirit. On Monday, 
August 30th, in his home, the Episcopal 
service was read and the human instru
ment was laid away among a wealth of 
flowers. It was truly a Bahai represen
tation, not only in the number of be-
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lievers present but in the attendance of 
different nationalities i and around that 
body, so long frail, and in memory of 
that self-sacrificing spirit, many tributei'l 
to a beautiful life were rendercd. 

In the heavenly calendar it is not the 
length of earthly time that we have been 
believcrs and "followers of the Light," 
but how we have followed it in firmness 
in the Covenant which contains in His 
words our twofold test and proof: "Love 
and obedience to the commands of 
Abdul-Baha." This was the shining 
pathway by which, in the spiritual reg
istry of the Kingdom, our dear brother 
attained to that Home of Light and 
Reality. 

Isabella n. Brittingham. 

It is with great sorrow that the Pasa
dena Assembly announces to the friends 
throughout the Bahai world the passing 
of "Mr. AJderson on the morning of Au
gust 28th last. From the first meeting 
of the organization of the Pasadena As
sembly, Mr. Alderson, his wife and their 
three sons have been a beautiful factor 
in the promotion of the Bahai Cause 
bot h in Pasadena and Los Angeles, and 
a more faithful exponent of "Living the 
Life" would be difficult to find. Truly 
he was ready for the work of the King
dom beyond this plane, and we trust the 
friends will unite in supplicating for the 
blessings of the Kingdom of Abha for 
him and for those who remain to mourn 
his loss. 

Nelly S. French, 
Sec'y, Pasadena, Calif., Assembly. 

JEREMIAH A. O'CONNELL 

On February 28th, 1920, after a prO
longed illness, Mr. Jeremiah A. O'Con
Dell died at Chicago. His close personal 
friend, :Mr. "William Patzer, who had 
moved to \Vashingtoll, D. C., arranged 
for the funeral and burial at Oakwoods 
Cemetery, through the sending of Mrs. 
Pauline TTannen to Chicago to look aft.er 

(Continurd on page JU) 



STAR OF THE WEST 
TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA 

o thou STAI or THJ; WESTI 
Be thou happy! Be thou happy! Should" thou continue to remain firm and eternal, en 

long, thou shalt become the Star of the East and shalt spread in every country and clime. 
Thou aft the first paper of the Bahai, which is organized in the CQuntry of America. AI· 
though for the present thy subscribers arc limited, thy form is smal! and thy voice weak, yet 
shoulds! thou stand unshakable, become the object of the attention of the friends and the 
center of the generosity of the leaders of the faith who arc firm in the Covenant, in the fu
ture thy subscribers will become hosts after ho sts like unto the: waves of the sea; thy volume 
wiJ\ increase, thy arena will become vast and spacious and thy voice and fame will be raised 
and become world-wide-and at last thou shalt ~ome the first paper of the world of human· 
ity. Yet all tbue depend upon ./Irmne .. ./Inn;'e", /lnnftU'! 

(Signed) ABDUL·BAHA AlIaAS. 

TABLET FROM ABDUL·BAHA 
o ye apostles of BAHA'O'LLAB-May my life be 11 ransom to you I 

. • . . Similarly, the Magazine, the STAI OF THE WItST, must be edited in the utmost 
regularity, but its contents must be the promulgator of the Cause of God-so that both in the 
East and the \Vest, they may become informed with the most important events. 

(Signed) ABDUL-BARA AUAS. 

STAR OF THE WEST FOUNDATION 
NortJuasler" StatlS: HooPEil HAUlS. Western Statu: HZUN S. GooDALL 
Sowlher'fl Stolts: Dqlflinion 0/ COPlOdo: MAY MAXWELL. 

Centrol StOles: AlUnT VAIL, CAm. SOIr.:YJ't.u. 
Editorial Stoff: ALBERT R WINDUST-GUTIUDE BUIKEJoIA-DR. ZJA M. BAGDADI 

Honorary Member; MIRlA AHKAD SoHIAB 

Vol. 11 Ola 1,76 (March 2, 1921) No. 19 

Some Answered Questions regarding the Fast 
Words by ABDUL-U,UtA in answer to questions. From notes brought by 

Mrs. Ella Goodall Cooper of San Francisco. 

Q UEST1Q:-1: "Sollie of the friends 
in America say that the Fast is 

not to be observed now but in the fu· 
ture. " 

ABDUL-BAH A : "In places where it 
will be the cause of trouble, such as in 
Bokhara or Afghanistan, or in some of 
the towns in Persia, the F·ast cannot be 
kept. In these places if the friends fast 
it will be the cause of trouble, people 
will rise against them. But in those 
places where there is safety and secur
ity it should be kept. I fasted sixty 
yea.s the first one who fasted was L" 

QUESTION: "In n family where it is 
difficult, should one attempt to keep the 
FastT" 

ABDUl ..... BAIlA: 'IDifficulty is not a 
preventative. But if fasting gives rise 
to inharmony it is injurious." 

QuEsTJON: "If it is not possible to 
lake breakfast before sunrise, should 
olle keep the Fast the best one can f" 

ABDUL-BABA: "If there be a pre
ventative, it should not be kept. As far 
as one possibly can, yes; but if there be 
any preventative at any time, no. But 
after sunrise one cannot eat. I used to 
:F'ast from sunset to sunset. Early morn· 
ing eating was difficult for me, there
fore when I ate in the evening I took 
nothing else until the following eve
ning. " 

Q1J""»3TJON: .. If one's health does not 
seem to pennit of fasting should one 
keep the Fast f" 

AIJDUrr.BAIIA : "In that case the 
doctor must decide. The object is not 
this, that not eating is not forbidden; 
but eating is forbidden. This is the 
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object: not eating is not forbidden, but 
eating is forbidden." 

QUESTION: "When it is difficult or 
impossible to begin at sunrise is it pos
sible to keep the Fast as much as one 
can Y" 

ABDUL-BAHA: "No. After the sun
rise nothing should he taken unless the 
doctor says that fasting would be in
jurious ( to one's health ). In that cnse, 
one can eat at any time onc wishes, But 
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in a room and locked the door, and did 
Ilot permit anything (food or water) to 
be taken to him. Indeed, his prisoner 
took nothing for nine days, not even 
water. For six days he slept, then he 
could not sleep any more, but he was 
very weak. But now, in this Revelation, 
it is for only twelve hOUIS very little." 

QUD>TION: "Should those men keep 
the Fast who are employed in mines, 
steel mills, etc., where it seems n(lCCs· 

MO j'iTH OF }t'ASTING-March 2d to 20th inclu$iv-e, during u'ldch no 
manner of food or drin-k i,.; to be tak(,1l betu:een S1tnri.~e and $lI.1iSet. Past
ing is enjoi1!ed upon every one. Children, travelers, sick and infirm peQ
ple, pregnant u:omen and nursing mothers are free from tltis obl·igation. 

the whole time (of fasting) is only 
twelve hours-this is nothing." 

QUESTION: •• Some of the friends 
think the life is so strenuous in Amer
ica that it is not possible to work there 
and keep the Fast." 

.A.BDuL-BAHA: "In the Torah the 
command for fasting is from sunset to 
sunset for three days. For three days 
and three nights they, the Jews, take 
nothing. This is not obligatory. There 
are Fasts of three days, seven days and 
nine days. 1fr. X. in Persia did not 
believe that one could fru;t for nine day!!. 
IIe brought a Jew and imprisoned him 

sat·y to cat often to keep up their en
ergy'" 

ABDUL-BAlL\.: •• This depends upon 
the advice of an expert doctor. If the 
doctor says that fasting would be in
jurious to the health of such people t.hey 
should not fast." 

QUESTION: "What is the age limit 
for fasting'" 

ABDUL-BAHA: "Seventy years." 

(Notes taken in Persian by :Mir1.a Lot
fuUah S. Hakim at the Pilgrim House, 
ITaifa, October 26, 1920, and translated 
by Mirza Azizullah Khan Bahadur. ) 

Societe Nonahalan or Children's Savings Institution 
(H l~ destrable that both the English and Persian" be printed In N.u.M& BAKHTI..R (STAR 

or THill '\YE8T), a.!I every As~tnbly IIhoutd share In this .. frort whll'!h must become unlvers .. "\t and 

"not short tlvcd."---8. I. 111001'111.) 

To the Editors of the STAR OF THE WlliT: 

You will rejoice to hear that a chil
dren's savings institution, the first of its 
kind, has been organized upon plans 
laid down by t.he blessed Master him
self. 

The idea originated with Mirza Mo
hammed Labib, who had gone to Kaz-

·See Persian pages 312 and 311. 

vin in the interest of the Tavakol 
Schools, a branch of the Tarbiat Schools. 
The object was to induce the habit of 
thrift among children. But, unlike 
other penny savings institutions with an 
eye to the future, this was to enlist all 
from the earliest childhood in activities 
for the common good. 

So great was the rivalry between the 
boys and girls, that within a year five 
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hundred lamans had been collected and 
a piece of land boufiht. 

When later Mirza ?llohammed Labih 
made the pilgrimage to Aces, he laid 
the project before the Beloved, begging 
his blessing and approval, so that this 
silerkat (com pany of shareholders) 
might never fail. In reply the ~[aster 
laid his hands upon his breast, empha· 
sizing each word and smiling radiantly 
tbe while saying, "This is my sberkat! 
This is my shcrkat! Rest assured, this 
!>herkat is mine!" Then drawing two 
~old pieces out of his pocket and hand
ing them to Mi1'7.a Labib : "Let this be 
my share of the principal and let all my 
dividends be applied on public benefits, 
such as school!! for the childrell." 

Thereupon Mirza Labib produced a 
large record book and Abdul-Baha wrote 
the following on the fly-leaf: 

Prayer revealed aud written in the 
honse of Abdul -Baha at Haifa, Pales
tine.-

He Is God! 
o God! )[ake this company of Bahai 

children ctcrnal and everla!!ting; bestow 
blessing and profit and make the mem 
bers successful in excellent administra
tion, in capacity, faithfulness and integ
rity: in order to prcsen'e the right of 
the children and to act according to 
Thy instructions and to form an Assem
bly of the blessed people so that affairs 
be conducted by consultation and not 
like other companies to be short lived. 

(Signed) ABI>uL-B.\IIA ABBAS. 

Prayer revealed for the Societe 
N'onllhalan and all combined groups of 
children studying Dar!! Akhlagh [i. e., 
lessons takeD from all Holy BooksJ: 

Through his honor Mirza Mohammed 
Labib, the pilgrim.-Upon him be 
BAH .... 'O'LLAlI EI-Abha I 

TIe Is God! 
o pure God! Refresh and vivify 

these yOlmg shoots of the great river of 
guidance, and by the breeze from the 
Garden of Oneness grant them joy, and 

by the heat of thc Sun of Reality be
stow upon them new life, so that they 
may sprout and grow up, progl'CSSing 
day by day; bud and bring forth leayes 
and fruit. 

o Educator I Giye to aJl intelligence, 
grant strength and power and make 
them manifestations of helpfulness and 
fa,-or, so that they lllay live among the 
people in the utmost degree of dignity. 

Thou art the Powerful! the Mighty! 
(Signed) ABOUL-BABA .ABB .... S. 

Upon his return, :Mirza Labib urged 
the establishment of another Nonahalan 
(young plants) center in Teheran , to 
which he presented oue of these gold 
pieees. As an opportunity for the par· 
ents to participate, a similar reeord book 
was arranged. In this, then, are duly 
numbered and recorded these contribu
tions to Abdul -Baha 's share in the sher
kat. Naturally such contributions are 
open to all Ole Rahai brotherhood. In
deed, it is hoped that this work may be 
established in every community through
out the world. 

The following are the basic principles 
laid down by Abdul-Bahn: 

1. An executivc committee must be 
establillhed to draw up and carry out a 
set of ndes and regulations. 

2. Tickets or cheeks to be of the low
est denominations. 

3. No shareholders to be allowed to 
withdraw any of the principal and can 
take up in terest only at the expiration 
of ten years. and then to be allowed to 
draw three-fourths of the accumulated 
interest, the remaining fourth to be ap
plied on the public fund. 

Respectfully submitted to the STAR OF 

TUE WEST for publication (sealed by 
the committee), 

Mirza Mohammed Labib, 
Mus Lillian ].1. Kappes, 
Mirza Nuredin, 
Doctor Susan 1. Moody, 
Goodsea Ashraf Kkan<nn. 

-Founders of Teheran branch of So
ciete Nonahalan. 
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Obituary 
(Continued from page 327) 

some affairs of the tlcceased. Both :Mr. 
Patzer and M]'s. IIannen afC members 
of the Committee of Consultation of 
\Vashington, D. C., und they united 
with the lTO\lSe of Spirituality of Chi
cago to carry out the last wishes of the 
deceased. Mr. O'Connell was tile re
cipient of Tablets from Abdul-Baha 
and turned his inee ever to that Center 
of Guidance. 

DR. GEORGE DAVIDSON 
BUCHAKAN, B.A., Pb.D. 

On 2\ovember 13th, 1920, the sonl of 
Dr. George Davidson Buchanan de
parted from this terrestrial life to take 
up the higher duties of the heavenly 
worlds, after years of service and devo
tion to the Cause of the oneness of God 
and humanity. The latter years of his 
life were marked by much physical suf
fering and for several years he was bed· 
ridden, yet his dauntless and cheerful 
spirit overcame these mortal afflictions 
that flesh is heir to, and was a constant 
inspiration, to thc friends of God, of the 
joy and happines.." that radiates from a 
Bahai life. 

It is strange how fate overtakes man. 
The doctor had the minds of three con
tinents following his teachings and 
example, and his sermons caused thou
sands of people to follow the higher and 
nobler spiritual life that is destined for 
man. Yet in his last hours, he was 
taken from his home, without the knowl
edge of his friends and the Bahais, and 
passed on under very trying circum
stances, without the word or presence 
of a single fricnd at his bedside. Y ct 
his great soul knew no bondage of human 
making, for it had contacted with that 
everlasting Life-giving Center of the 
Covenant, and the humility of this 
world will become his eternal glory. 

ents in Baltimore 68 years ago, W8.') edu
cated for the law and admitted to prac· 
tice, yet after a short but successful pur· 
suit of this profes..<il.on, he felt the call 
to II nobler cause and commenced Ule 
study of theology under Professor 
Hodge, the eminent Presbyterian divine 
of America, lInd was ordained in thc 
ministry of that church after graduating 
from thc Divinit.y School of Princeton 
Uni"Tersity-the same year that Presi
dent 'Voodrow Wilson was graduated. 
For two years hc preached in the city 
of his nativity and although a young 
man, his fame spread as the silver
tongued orator of Baltimore. 

Then commenced his life of travel. He 
wcnt to Australia where his abilities as 
11 preacher attracted much attention and 
he was inducted to the ministry of the 
Cairns Memorial Church of Melbourne, 
which pastorate he held for many years 
witb great distinction to his calling. It 
was in his church that Madame 'Melba 
began her remarkable career as soloist. 
Later he aecepted a call to thc Wickham 
Terrace Presbyterian Church, Brisbane, 
Queensland, where fol' over eight years 
he spoke to packed congregations, dis· 
carding the conventionalism that ham
pers religious truth and presenting it in 
such a way that business men, strangers, 
commercial travelers, and those who 
were wont to sneer and cavil at churches 
and parsons, were regular attendants. 
The Queensland Government endeavored 
t.o secure his services to visit Great 
Britain, to lecture there in its behalf to 
induce immigration, but he declined a 
munificent salary, as he felt his work 
lay in a different direction. 

So broad and universal was his plat
form that when he made his historic 
address to the PresbJrterian Synod on 
the "Higher Criticism, " such heated 
discussion and controversy followed that 
at last he was tried and condemned for 

The doctor was born of Scottish par- heresy by his own flock. However, his 
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University in .America duly recognized 
his literary powers and thinking ability 
after this episode, by conferring UPOIJ 

bim the degree of "Doctor of Philos
ophy." From this time his greatest 
work began. Once more he resumed his 
h'IlYc)s, visiting England, E u r 0 p e, 
Africa /lud the Orient. llis fame spread 
as a lecturer, preacher and writer. He 
took up journalism and a BritiRh Syndi
cnte sent him into the Belgian Congo to 
expose the atrocities of King Leopold 
against the natives. A price was placed 
upon his head for these disclosures. 
Many of his famous articles were written 
under the nom-dc-plume "XYZ. " He 
visited the lIoly Land and was in Haifa 
in 1892 at about tJle same time as the 
nscen'lion of BAHA 'O'u.AH. It was here 
that he first heard the name "Bahai" 
and associated it always 8S standing for 
purity and cleanliness among the 
orientals, though at that time be knew 
nothing else about the Cause. 

Then he went to Cape Town, South 
Africa, where for two years his Sunday 
night lectures in the Opera House of 
that city packed the largest hall of over 
two thousand seating capacity nightly. 
He presented spiritual truth in a prac
tical way, appealing to reason, lind his 
rhctoric and flights of eloquence held his 
audiences spell-bound. .All the news
paper writeups beralded him as the 
"Talmage of Australil!.." One of hi!:! 
favorite subjects was "Abraha.m Lin
coln, " another was "The yankee at 
home and abroad." It was during this 
period of his life that Dr. Buchanan 
made a trip into central Africa, follow
ing the trail of Livingstone and Stanley. 
He visited the Akkas pigmies which so 
harassed the expedition of Stanley in 
1888 and was treated very kindly by 
them. During this trip he was stricken 
with the African fever, the effects of 
which brought on a stroke of paralysis 
from which he never fuUy recovered. 
He numbered among his warm personal 
friends, Henry Drummond, Sir Henry 
Morton Stanley, Cecil Rhodes, Dr. 
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Bevan a.nd many of the worlds notables, 
yet the doctor himself was rctil"ing, un
assuming, simple in taste and life, and 
spoke but little of his own achievements. 

Such characteristics attracted many 
people to bis lectures when he visited 
Portland some nine years ago. It was 
shortly after his arrival that he was 
stricken with a second stroke from which 
he never recovered and whieh kept him 
in Portland during the remainder of his 
life. At this time Rouhani Latimer 
made his ucqunntance and first gave him 
the Message and glad-tidings of the 
New Day and of the coming of the 
Promised One of whom he had taught 
for SO mally years. Ilis soul WIUI pre
pared for this glorious '£ruth as he had 
been preaching its principles for a long 
time without the knowledge of their 
souree. His confirmation came with asso
ciation of 'I'hornton Chase and other 
Bahais, and his life ended in the spread
ing the love and teachings of Abdul
Baha. His first me age from hia Be
loved came through brothcr Chase: 
"Deliver my yearning greeting to Dr. 
David Buchanan of Portland and say: 
'The joining of the River J ordaD to the 
Most Great Sea is distinct and assured, 
but time is required. I ask God that 
vou may learn all those verses in the • 
IT oly Book, which refer to Haifa and 
Acca and quote tbem in your 
addresses.' " 

Mter the recent war be received a 
Tablet from Abdul-Bah, in which it 
was clearly pointed out that Universal 
Peace would not prevail in the Assembly 
of Nations gathered at Paris because 
misunderstanding and self-interest pre
vailed, and in sucb an atmosphere fresh 
difficu1ties wonld arise. The Tablet 
closed witb the statement: "Undoubt
edly the general condition of the people 
and the state of small oppressed nations 
will not remain as before. Justice and 
right shall be fortified, but the estab· 
lishment of Universal Peace will be 
realized fully only througb the Power 
of the Word of Goa." A copy of this 
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Tablet- was sent by the doctor w 
Pl'esident Wilson and the following 
letter was received in reply: 

AMERlCAN COM.:o.tlSS10N TO NEGOTIATE 
PEACE 

Parla, May 11, 1119. 
My 1I""r Dr. Buehanan: 

I bt'g to acknowledge the receIpt or your 
leller or April 2nd. with enclo~ure. and to eay 
that 1 6hall bring It to the attentlon ot tha 
Prealdent. Let me thank )'ou In hie bt!halC tor 
70ur klndnl'&II In wrlUnC. SIncerely ),our" 

O'LI .... T F. CWell, 
Confidential Secretary to The Pruldent 

In looking over Ute doctor's papers 
many letters testifying of his own per
sonal merit and esteem in the eyes of 
the world are found. One of these is of 
special interest as it came from Cape 
Town at a time when he was quite sick 
and showed how his spirit was still liv
ing in far-away Africa. It reads as 
follows: 

Cape 1'0"'0, Fe-b. %8, 1918. 
Dear Doctor Buchanan: 

It Is now eome month, 1I1f!) Blnce I ""nt YOU 
a duplicate envy Of the letter or which 1 am 
now "ndlng YOU the orl&,lnal, althou&'l1 Ihe 
other copy WIUI a duplleate It contained mOBt 
Of Ole ,Ipatutes whIch appear on OIl' Original 
COPY. 

I have not recdVM any reply from you up 
to the p~lIent and mu.t regretfully COnclude 
that the lll-Sl lett1::r mlflC&trlPd; anyway the 
enelo~ed lener carrIed with It not only hearty 
good wiBhes or all the AIgnutorle~ thento, but 
aleo the very alTectlonA LI' /t",,,Ung~ of all your 
many rrienda, of whleh r ha,'e the honor to be 
one. AJraln with klnt'lllllt and mo.t hearty greet
Ing, to you, 

You", vel")' ,Ineerely, 
JOR:S S. I:sc&. 

El\"('LOSURE 

Cape TOWn, Oct. 23, l~17, 

Oeo. Da\'ld~on Buehanan, E,q., 
Doctor of PhllOflOpl1y, Etc. 

Dear Dr. Buchanan: 
'Ve, the undendcned. a few of your manY 

admlreu In South Afrle .. , Join In sending you 
atfecllonate gl'f!eUnga. 

'Ve ~hall always remember your elOquent 
te&ehlng', whl,'h ele,· .. tetl Our thoughtl! to oon
temptation of I1ll\"h and endurIng thlng~. Many 
or UB received from you 11ght on the etcrna\ 
verI tie., whiCh hili proved at permanent help 
and comfort since. 

'Tablet published in STAR OP TilE 

WEST, Vol. 10, page 42. 

Lire ~h,", ,Ide or the veil I. brief, and prob
ably none or u~ will • .,., yOU In the fluh agaIn, 
but there I. the great Beyond. 

May God be wIth you, old rrlend, until we 
meet &gain. 

Your~ very alncerely, 

(SIgned by twenty-OMtven names.) 

However, there was but little of the 
doctor's lite and worthy deeds recorded 
hy himself. li e had attained the sta
tion of selflessness. The loftiness of his 
thoughts and u.spirations as found in his 
sennons and lectures are the moat fitting 
record of his daily life. His manuscripts 
!Ire rich in spiritual thought. His last 
effort was au outline for a book on the 
13ahai Cause but his ill-health prevented 
his completion of the work. TI e had nine 
chapters outlined with three headings 
as follow8: 

Rlllloi Prh.ciple~ 

L JusUCt-. ,. l:nlty. ,. Pea~. 

lJallQj 

•• Education. ,. La nll"\,ll!o:e. 

•• Franchl!e. 

8"11,,, 
1. Co-operatlon. 
8. Equal Opportunity. 
9. S"plrltual De,·plopmoml. 

One of his greatest joys was to have 
the friends cOllie to him and read from 
the Hiddell Words. The last tilll(l a 
group of the friends were with him, 
after the reading he remarked: "~ever 
in all lit.cmture have I ~ead such match
less beauty of wording and imagery of 
thought." Ilis pnssing has grieved the 
heart because of ~eparation, yet he has 
now undertaken that journey on the 
Pathway of Knowledge of the Infinite 
God, with greater freedom and under
standing, and with the aid and prayer 
of the Center of the Covenant may he 
ever ascend in glorious works, in the 
Name of the Lord, to Ihe full realization 
of these thoughts from onc of his 
sermons; 

"Ma.tenal death bUI ushe .... In the higher atale 
To the ."Int II but gl""" divinity: 
DllI&Olution I~ but thl' second bi rt h or the aoul 
'TI~ but the new nativity. ' 
Reaurreetlon or the llfl' material exl~telh not 
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From dea.th and Slleol Ih" bod)' corporate n'ere 
again doth rise. 

But 8.~ of yore, "0 now the IIplrlt, the Boul In
carnate 

Doth Infrequently materla.llze. 
Yea, lUl Jesus died betore, apostles and unbe

lievers to Illume. 
So now the ~plrlt transflgurate doth Its earthly 

form trangelentiy allBume. 
Aa~n5lon I. the Ufe ethereal from earth to 

heaven ascendIng, 
'Tis but till! ceaseless ~1'Irlt'8 flight. 
'Tis th" dawn of angelh<>Od. 
'Tis but the IIlle<ldlng of earthly prb, 
'TIs the 8OUI'I lnv""titure wIth Htm\-en's Light:' 

George Latimer. 

MRS. M. D. THUMEL AND 
KARL HANSON 

On the 2nd of March the Portland, 
Oregon, Bahai Assembly and other 
friends gathered ut the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. W. J. Haldeman to pay the last 
tribute of love and esteem to our dear 
sister Mrs. M. D. Thumel, who departed 
from this plane of life Feb. 28th, to 
ascend to bel' station in the eternal King
dom of EI-Abha. We feel assured she 
has oome into '" her own" througb the 
blessed grace of the Father, assisted and 
strengthened through her wonderful 
firmness and faitb in The Center of The 
Covenant. 

Mrs. Thumel was born in Brooklyn, 
N. Y., Jan. 24th, 1862; and when only 
a young child became an ardent Spirit
nalist, but when she heard of the Bahai. 
Revelation, it tBok such an immedi.ate 
alld firm hold on her that she not only 
accepted the teachings of BAllA 'O'LLAH 

absolutely, but her faith in the Center 
of the Covenant became a part of her 
cOlH;ciollimess, and no greater trj.bute 
can be paid our departed sister than to 
}'Biterate her firmness and love for Abdul
Baha under all conditions and cir
cumstances. 

Tbe Bahai service was most ably and 
beautifully conducted by our beloved 
brother George O. IJatimcr and the 
power and love of the )[aste1' was mani
fested through him in a wonderful 
mann('r. 

Bahai hymns were rendered in sweet
Il('!"!'i and pathO!! by a quartette of maid
servants whi('h added that touch of 

spirituality possible only through the 
melody of the human voice. 

Mrs. Thumel leaves two daughters, 
1\1rs. Drucilla Haldeman of this city and 
Mrs. Mae Bell IIanson Schroeder of 
Chicago. 

JURt five months and a day Mrs. 
Thumel assisted at the seryices of her 
eldest grandson, who passeJ at that time 
-Karl IIanson, a very lovable boy and 
a firm Bahai,' strong, very strong for II 

child, in faith to the Center of the 
Covenant. 

The Bahai sen-ice for Karl was al.so 
conducted by brother George Latimer, 
beautiful in its simplicity and full of 
love and affection. 

B. JY. Bou'mal!. 

In Mem.oriatn 

ZIA KHANUl\I 

HAD;n MIRZA HEIDAR ALI 
"The Angel of iIli. Carm.el' · 

TBTEI[.TOL-1mLK 
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CORRECTION 

The compilation of the words of 
BAll.\ 'O'LLAU and Abdul-Balm pertain
ing to the Bahai )lovcment and Esperan
to appt-aring on paji!c 286 was compiled 

by Ruius W. Powell and sent to the 
ST.\R 01" TKE WEST by Jeanne Bolles. 
We erroneously stated that. the compila
tion was by her. 
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