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ROSA V. WINTERBURN 

AINS 1are fa1ling in torrential 
storms. Mountain summits turn 

gloriously white in their cloaks of 
snow. Ove1· night there leap up 
from d1·y and waterless beds roaring, 
joyous streams, sweeping on into riv
ers. Hillsides turn green with vege
tation, a11d frag1·ant with blossoms. 
Trees lose their accumulatio11 of d1·y 
and stifling dust; and, t1·1;1.11c1uil in 
their f1·eshened beauty, st1·etch long
ingly heavenward. Day ancl 11ight 
the mocking bird shouts out his 11ap
piness, compelling all to listen; until, 
intoxicated with the rippling sweet
ness of his song, he sp1·i1-1gs soari11gly 
aloft i11 an ecstacy of joy. Flowers 
glory in colo1· and pe1·fume, and the 
desert stretches mile upon mile, a riot 
of flashing, sunny blossoms. Or
chards and vine)'ards drink greedily 
of the enlivening rains, and strength
en themselves to bear a luscious har
vest of i·iches. Man and nature are 
aglow. Springtime has come in the 
Southland. 

THIS is but a symbol of th~ rege11-
eration of the spirit. Fro111 the abun
dance of the Father· there 1·a.ins down 
upon mankind g11ida11ce, enco111·age
ment a11d wisdom. Strea1ns of com
prehension and energy spring up i11 
even deadened and disconsolate 
hearts. Unexpected leade1·s of men 
appear; and their powe1·s of wisdom 
and understanding are ill11mined 
with new and divinely endowed llene
tration and• helpfulness. D1·y and 
barre11 lives lose their selfishness a11d 
dreari11ess under a gentle cove1·ing of 

• 

godly utterances; and, unconscious of 
their own growing beauty, dr;1w all 
eyes and hearts by the perfume of 
their actions and the delicate blos
soming of their lives. In this cen
tury ''a great, impelling stre<:im is 
manifest in the world of ir1tellect," 
overflo\ving all previous bounds a11d 
fertilizing wide fields fo1· f11tu1·e big
ger harvests. Holiness g·ives }Jro
ductiveness to otherwif>e sterile li\1es. 
''Day unto day thei1· lives {of tl1e holy 
souls) are strengthened, the circle of 
their comprehensio11 l>ecorries \vide1·, 
the sphere of their i11tellects b1:con1es 
more effectual, and thei1· i:;pi1·itt1al 
powers are increased." 

''The prophets a1·e .se11t to educate 
this innate quality in h11r11anity. 'fhey 
are like gardeners \vho sow- the 
grain, which afterwa1·ds S})1·i11gs up 
in a thousand foi·ms of ad\1a11cement. 
The prophets are, tJ1e1·efore, the 
first educators of the wo1·ld, the head 
masters of the world. However 
much man may adv:tnce i11 n1a1-e1·ial 
civilization, if he remai11 1g1101·ant of 
the spiritual civilization_, his soul is 
still defaced." 

''This period of time is the p1·om
ised age; the assembling of the hu
man race to the ''1·e:3urrection day,'' 
and now is thr, g1:1~at ''da)' of .iudg
ment." Soon the \Vhole \\ro1:ld, as in 
the springtime, -will change its ga1·b. 
The turning <:1nd falling of the au
tumn leaves is p:1st, and the llleak
ness of the winter is <•ver. 'l'l1e new 
year has appe<:ired, <:1r1d the spiritual 
springtime is at h<:1nd. The black 
earth is becomi11g ~t ·.rerdDnt ga1·de11; 

• 
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the deserts and mot111tains are teem
ing with red flowers; from tl1e bor
ders of the vvilderness the tall 
grasses are standing like advance 
guards before the cypress and jas
mine t1·ees; while the birds among 
the i·ose branches are singing loudly, 
like the angels in the highest heaven, 
announcing the glad-tidi11gs of ·that 
spiritual spring's approach, <1nd the 
sweet music of their voices is causing 
the i·eal essence of all things to move 
and quiver. 

''O my spiritual friend, do you 
know f1·om what airs ema11ate the 
notes su11g by those birds? They are 
from the melodies of peace ai1d recon
ciliatio11, of love and unity, of justice 

• 

and security, and of concord and har
mony. In a short time this heavenly 
singing will intoxicate all l111manity; 
the foundation of enmity sl1all be de
stroyed, union and affectio11 will be 
witnessed in every assembly, and the 
lovers of the Love of God at tl1ese 
great festivals will behold their splen
dor. Therefore contemplate what a 
spirit of life God has given that the 
body of the whole eartl1 may attain 
life everlasting. The J::>ar·~idise of 
Abha will soon spread a pavilion 
from the pole star of the vvor·ld, un
der whose shelter the belov·ed shall 
rejoice, and the pure hearts sh:_::i.ll re
pose in peace.'' 'Abdu'l-Baha. 

It is springtime in God's la11d. 

IN WHATEVER AGE and cycle the Suns of Truth and Mirrors 

of Oneness appear to the visible world from Divine Tents of the In

visible, they manifest themselves with mighty power and t1·iumphant 

dominion for the development of the contingent beings and for the 

ot1tpouring of bounty upon existent things. 

Baha'u'llah. 

' -~~~~~~~~~~ 

-------------

------------



18 THE BAHA'i MAGAZINE 

THE ESSENTIAL ONENESS OF · 
RELIGIONS 
MA YE HARVEY GIFT 

HE fo.undation of all the Divine 
Religions is one. Perhaps no 

more far-reaching declaration can be 
made, in view of the maze o.f creed 
and religious strife which has tended 
to engulf us. And yet, upon i1YJvesti
gation, we find this fact so simp11e ,and 
so fundamental that we wonder why 
it has this long failed of recognition 
in world thought and practice. The 
logical and sp,iritual cproiOfs of its 
truth are clear and evident as the 
sun.'1ight to the open-minded seeker of 
reality. 

In the past we have not had access 
to the scriptu1·es of othe1· peoples. 
We have observed only their divisive 
dogmas and unfamiliar, decadent 
practices, largely devoid of spiritual 
significance and potency. 'fhese we 
have compared with the pure teach
ings of Jes us Christ and the results 
have been far from the truth. A fair 
basis involves a comparison of the 
Scriptures, or pure teachings of each, 
or a comparison of the degree to 
which each group has lived up to its 
original, divine ideals. Max Muller's 
translation and compilation of the 
''Sacred Books of the East'' has now 
placed at our disposal the Bibles of 
the world. The conclusion to which 
these studies brought him is embod
ied in a letter to an American friend: 

''The true Religion of the future will 
be the fulfillment of all the religions 
of the past the true Religion of hu
manity that which in the struggle 
of history remains as the indestructi
ble portion of all the so-called false 

• 

religions of mankind. The1·e neve1· 
was a false God, nor was the1·e ever a 
false i·eligion, unless you call a child 
a false man. All i·eligions, so fa1· as 
I know them, had the same pu1·pose; 
all were links in a chain \\'hich con
nects heaven and earth and \\'hich is 
held and always was held bJ' one and 
the same hand. All here on earth 
tends to\\'ard i·ig·ht and t1·uth and per
fection; nothing here on ea1·tl1 can 
ever be quite 1·ight, quite true, quite 
pe1·fect, not even Christianit\' or 

• 

what is now called Christianit'' so 
• 

long as it excludes all other i·elig·ions, 
instead of loving and embracing· what 
is good in each.'' 

This conclusion is in harmon\' \vith 
• 

the unambiguous texts of the various 
Sc1·iptures, for they are unanimous 
in stating their unity. This alone 
constitutes an all-sufficient p1·oof. 
From a most excellent compilation we 
quote a few examples: 

''BUDDHIST SCRIPTURES 'He 
who is beloved of God hono1·s every 
form of religious faith.' 

''HEBREW SCRIPTURES 'What 
doth the Lord require of thee, but to 
do .iustly and to love mercy and to 
walk humbly with thy God.' 

''GOSPELS 'Whosoever doeth the 
will of l\Iy Father, who is in heaven 
the same is My brother and lVIy sister 
and My mother.' 

'Of a truth I perceive that God is 
no respecter of persons; but in every 
nation he that revereth Him and 
worketh righteousness is accepted by 
Him.' 

I 
> 
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''CHINESE APOTHEGM 'The 
catholic-minded man regards all re
ligions as embodying the same 
t1·uths; the narrow-minded man ob
se1·ves only their differences.' 

''HINDU APOTHEGM 'Altar 
flowers of many species, but all wo1·
ship is one; systems of faith are dif
ferent, but God is One.' 

''KORAN 'We believe in God and 
that which hath been sent down to 
us and that which hath been sent 
do\vn to Ab1·aham and Ishmael and 

• 

Isaac and Jacob and the Tribes and 
that which hath been given to lVIoses 
and to Jesus and that which was 
given to the Prophets from thei1· 
Lo1·d; no difference do we make be
tween any of them.' 

'A day will come wherein the 
lights of unity will enlighten all the 
world.' 

''BAHA'i SCRIPTURES 'The es
sence of all religions is the love of 
God, and it is the foundation of all 
the sacred teachings.' '' 

These Scriptures also unite upon 
a second fundamental the worship 
of one and the same God, although 
calling Him by different names. They 
all agree in ascribing to Him perfec
tions beyond the imaginings of man 
and in placing Him above all else in 
c1·eation. The gods or idols of the 
various religions are their heroes dei
fied, and comparable to the prophets 
and saints of Jew and Christian; 
''God standeth in the congregation of 
the mighty: He judgeth among the 
gods. . . . I have said ye are 
gods and all of you •children of the 
Most High, but ye shall die like men 
. . ." Psa. 82; 1 and 7-8. Then 
there is the instance of the Barba
rians calling Paul a god when the 
sting of the viper failed to harm him. 
So it is evident that the plurality of 
gods among other religions does not 

• 
militate ag:ijnst their acknowledg-
ment of One Unique and Supreme Be
ing, even as the belief in the p1·oph
ets and saints and in the doct1·ine of 
the Trinity does i1ot cont1·adict ou1· 
belief in the unity and singleness of 
God. 

The necessity of a mediato1· be
tween God and lVIan a manifesto1· of 
Divinity is a third fundamentai 
teaching of all tl1e divine i·eligions. 
Just as in the several realms of na
ture, the lower forms cannot comp1·e
hend the !1igher, so is it \\•ith man 
and God. The mineral has no way of 
grasping the power of the se11ses pos
sessed b_y· tl1e animal; tl1e animal has 
no means of understanding man's ca
pacity for abstr·act i·easoning·. So 
man, c1·eationally, is incapable of com
prehending the Maker of this limit
less unive1·se. For this reason God 
has p1·ovided Manifestations of Him
self, who appear in human fo1·m. 
Whe1·ever any true knowledge of God. 
has existed throughout all ages, there 
will be found traces of some mighty 
Revelator. 

The Torah elucidates the station 
of Moses in this wise: ''He (Aaron) 
shall be to thee instead of a mouth, 
and thou shalt be to him instead of 
God." 

In the Gospels it is said of Jes us 
the Christ: ''No man hath at an}' 
time seen God: The only beg·otten 
Son which is in the Bosom of the 
Father, he hath declared Him." 

The Koran explains the manifesta
tion of God thus: ''It is not for man 
that God should speak witl1 him but 
by vision or from behind a veil, or 
He sendeth a Messenger to reveal by 
His permission what He willeth.''. 

It is impossible to conceive of God 
manifesting Himself through any but 
perfect Messengers. These Manifes
tations fully express the perfections 
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of God: ''For instance, their knowl
edge expresses His knowledge, their 
power, His power, their dominion, His 
dominion. Therefore it is said: 
'There is no difference between Thee 
and them except that they are Thy 
creatures.' '' Baha'i Scriptures. 

The inconsistent teachings and im
perfections attributed to some of 
these Manifestations may be explain
ed in several ways. They may be due 
to inadequate and prejudicial histori
cal accounts, or to interpretations 
limited by the immaturity of the age 
in which they appeared, or, again, to 
failure to distinguish between the 
eternal and fundamental teachings, 
common to all, and the temporary, 
non-essential ordinances which varied 
according to the exigencies of the 
times. The eye of reality sees all 
these mighty Revealers of Religion 
as coming from one God, bearing one 
command, each confirming the teach
ings and authority of His predeces
sors and pointing to One who should · 
come after Him, renewing the same 
eternal revelation, but in terms of 
the future age. 

History is replete with further 
proofs of the unity of the Manifes
tations of God. Each of these unique 
Beings appeared when the world was 
so deeply submerged in materialism 
that neither the wisdom of the wise 
nor the strength of the mighty could 
revivify it. Each, without human 
aid, established His cause in the face 
of bitter opposition and persecution. 
Baha'u'llah says of these Manifesta
tions: ''No one (else) hath the cour
age to appear in the world with that 
manner of servitude.'' Each was so 

• 

imbued with the power of the Holy 
Spirit that mightiest energy in the 
universe that thousands joyfully ac
cepted His teachings in spite of per-

• 

secutions and martyrdom. Each 
planted a seed which developed into 
a mighty civilization. 

With the brilliant Hebrew civiliza
tion, based upon the teachings of 
Moses, we are familiar, though not to 
the extent of recognizing it as the 
probable source of inspiration for 
such Greek philosophers as Empedo
cles, Pythagoras and Socrates. The 
influence on none other of His time 
is comparable to that of Jesus Christ. 
Where the political machinery of a 
despotic world failed, He united 
Greeks and Romans, Egyptians and 
Assyrians, Chaldeans and Phoeni
cians through a divine power, and 
laid the foundations of the Christian 
civilization. Progressive, scientific 
historians, such as Prof. T. W. Ar
nold, are now calling attention to the 
influence of Muhammad. No earlier 
religion and no law had been able to 
reach the savages Arabs to whom he 
appeared. They were in constant 
warfare with each other and were 
more cruel than the Apaches, even 
burying their daughters alive. Mu
hammad united these tribes through 
a spiritual power; he welded them 
into a mighty nation which arose to 
the pinnacle of culture. They ad
vanced in arts and sciences, and ex
tended their dominion as far west as 
Spain and Andalusia, founding those 
great universities which were the il
lumination of the world during the 
Dark Ages. It was the contact of 
the Crusaders with this brilliant Sar
acen civilization which led to the re
vival of Greek learning and the Re
naissance throughout the Christian 
world. Thus have the fountain-heads 
of wisdom and civilization been these 
Manifestations of the will of God. 
''The inner significances and mys
teries of their wisdom became diver-

j 
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sified according to the differences of 
vision and reasoning powe1· of the 
peoples of each era." 

Religion is 1most1ly defined as ithe at
titude of man toward God reflected in 
man's attitude toward his fellow
beings. The standard for this reflect
ed attitude, the Christian calls the 
Golden Rule. Let the Golden Rule 
constitute the fourth fundamental by 
which to test the spiritual quality of 
all the world religions, Jesus Christ's 
ve1·sion serving as the criterion: 

''All things therefore whatsoever 
ye would that men should do unto 
you, even so do ye unto then1; for this 
is the law and the prophets.'' 

In perhaps the oldest book in the 
world, the instructions of Ptah Hotep 
in Egypt 5,500 years ago, 3,550 B. C. 
-''If thou be among people make for 
thyself love the beginning and end 
of the heart." 

An Egyptian ''vale'' to the dead, 
1,600 B. C. ''He sought for others 
the good he desired for himself. Let 
him pass on.'' 

Again many centuries before 
Christ, when the Hindu Kingdoms 
were being established along the 
Ganges, it was written: ''The true 
rule of business is to guard and do 
by the things of others as they do by 
their own.'' 

In China, 600 years befo::.'e Christ, 
Laotze wrote: ''Requite injury with 
kindness." ''To the not good I would 
be good in order to make thE:m good.'' 

Confucius advised: ''\\'hat you 
would not wish done to yourself, do 
not unto others.'' 

In the law of Moses it was written: 
''Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy
self.'' 

The Greeks in 1070 B. C. came yet 
nearer the wording of Jesus with: 
''Do not that to thy neighbor which 
thee would take ill fro.m him.'' 

----------------

• 
At the first Buddhistic Council in 

477 B. C. ''One should seek for oth
ers the happiness one desires for one
self.'' 

The Zoroastrian precept found by 
Alexander the Great in Persia in 334 
B. C. ''Do as you would be done by.'' 

Again the Koran instructs: ''Let 
none of you treat his brother in a 
way he himself would dislike to be 
treated.'' 

Finally, in this day is added an
other instruction in the Revelation of 
Baha'u'llah: ''O Son of Man; Wert 
thou to observe Mercy, thou wouldst 
not regard thine own interest, but the 
interest of mankind. Wert thou to 
observe Justice, choose thou for otl1-
ers what thou choosest for thyself." 

Practice of the Golden Rule implies 
the possession of such other funda
mental spiritual virtues as the Gos
pels commend. These are advocated 
in CJ.11 the world Scriptures. The im
mo1·tality of the soul is taught by all. 
Even the symbolism of prophecy is 
the same throughout. This fact has 
influenced Christian apologists to as
sume that parts of the Koran were 
virtually copied from the Old Testa
ment and Gospels. But when p1·iests 
of the ancient Parsee faith claim 
that the whole Bible is based upon 
thei1· still older Scriptures, and when 
an ancient Egyptian hymn is an exact 
counterpart of the 104th Psalm, then 
the more accurate and adequate ex
planation lies in acknowledging the 
fundamental oneness of all religions. 

Again this theoiry is p1·.:lved most 
convincingly by Egyptian archeolo
gists bringing to light the religion 
of the ''Aton," which in its purity an
tedates Moses by some considerable 
perio,d of time. Mr. Arthur Weig1all, 
who seems unaware of the unity of 
all the world faiths, testifies most elo
quently to that fact in a quotation 

-
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from his volume: ''The Life and 
Times of Akhnaton.": 

''Like a flash of blinding light in 
the night time, the 'Aton' stands out 
for a moment amid the black of Egyp
tian darkness and disappears once 
more the first signal to this world 
of the future Religion of the West. 
No man whose mind is free from 
prejudice will fail to see a far closer 
resemblance to the teachings of 
Ch1·ist in the religion of the 'Aton' 
than in that of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob. The faith of the Patriarchs 
is the lineal ancestor of Christianity, 
but the creed of the 'Aton' is its iso
lated prototype. One migl1t believe 
that Almighty God had for a moment 
i·evealed Himself to Egypt and had 
been more clearly, though more mo
mentarily interpreted than ever He 
was in Syria or Palestine before the 
time of Christ." 

Further proofs and evidences of 
tl1e fundamental oneness of religions 
are available to the student, but 
enough have been produced to estab
lish this point beyond the peradven
tu1·e of a doubt. The varicus Scrip
tu1·es tl1emselves proclaim it; they all 
extoll the one God, Who reveals Him
self to mankind from age to age in 
mighty human temples, and the fun
damental standards of spiritual living 
are one and the same. 

The far-reaching implications of 
the oneness of religions are of vital 

import to mankind. They point the 
way to the solution of the most per
plexing problems of this age. The 
brotherhood of man upon a non-spir
itual foundation is being de1nonstrat
ed as impossible; but it follows as a 
simple and logical consequence, once 
the unity of religions is established. 
Within such a theory of brotherhood 
lies the solution of the economic 
p1·oblem, now of universal propor
tions and the fruitful cause of inter
nal and international strife. Reali
zation of spiritual oneness involves 
the complete eradication of the prej
udices so destructive to the happiness 
of the world. Through tr1is power, 
universal peace is possible of achieve
ment; without it, insuperable ob
stacles continue to appear. An ap
preciation of this law of unity will see 
scien1ce and religion as complemen
tary aspects of God's revelation to 
man, thus disposing of another for
midable problem. 

Religion then, in reality, will be
come the cause of love and unity and 
huma11ity will be ushered into an era 
of peace and goodwill, fulfilling the 
expectations of the seers of old. It 
is the unique function of Baha'u'llah, 
founde1· of the Baha'i Movement, not 
only to proclaim this vital message, 
but to bring to mankind that spirit
ual energy necessary to t1·anslate 
these glowing ideals into realities. 

TO MAN the Essence of God is incomprehensible, so also are the 
worlds beyo~d this and their condition. It is given to.man to o_btain 
l\:11owledge, to attai11 great spiritual perfection, to d1sc?ver h1dde11 
truths and to manifest e\·en the attribt1tes of God; but still man can-
11ot comprehend the essence of God. Where the ever wi~ening_ circle 
of man's knowledge meets the spiritual world a Man1festat1on of 
God is sent to mirror forth His splendor. 'Abdu'l-Baha . 

• 
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• 

THE DAY OF THE MANIFESTATION 

' 

The wo1·d ''Day'' in such phria.ses as ''Day of God'' and ''Last 

Day'' is inte1·preted as meaning ''Dispenswtion''. Each of the 

great i·eligion-founders has his ''Day." Each is like a sun. His 

teaching·s have ti1eir dawn, their truth gradually illumines more 

and more the minds and hearts of the people until they ·attain 

the zenith of their influence. Then they gradually become ob

scured, misrepresenrted and corrupted, and darkness overshad

ows the earth until the sun of a new day arises. The day of the 

Supreme Manifestation of God is the Last Day, because it is a 

day that shall never end, and shall not be overtaken by night. 

His sun shall never set, but shall illumine the souls of men both 

i11 this \Vo1·ld and in the world to come. In reality none of the 

spiritual suns e\'er set. The suns of Moses, of Christ, of Muham

mad, and all the other prophets are still shining in Heaver1 

'''ith undiminished lust1·e. But earth-born clouds have concealed 

thei1· radiance f1·om the people of the ea1·th. The Supreme Sun 

of Baha'u'llah will finally disperse these dark clouds, so that 

the people of all i·eligions will rejoice in the light of all ·the 

i)1·ophets, and with one accord worship ·the one God whose light 

~tll ithe p1·ophets have mirrored fo1·th. 

D1·. J. E. Esslemont 

In ''Baha'u'llah and the New Era." 

23 
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EVIDENCES OF PROGRESS 
MARIAM HANEY 

''In this world we jildge a cause or move
ment by its 7Jrogr·ess and development. 
Some movements appear, rnanifest a brief 
period of activity, tlten discontinue. Other.s 
sliow forth a greater· measure of growth 
and strength, but be.for·e attaining mature 
de·velop.r1e11t, 1ueaken, di.sinte,grate, and are 
lost in obliviori. Neither of these mentioned 
cire progre.ssii•e an.d permarient. 

''Tliere i.s .still another kind of rnovement 
or ca1lse wliich from a 1•e1·11 .small incon
.spicuo1ls beginning, goes forward with sure 
and steady fJr·ogre.ss, gradually broaden.ing 
and widening 11nfil it ha.s as.«umed uni'versal 
dimen.sions. The Baha'i Movement is of 
th.is nature. For instance, when Baha'u'l
lah was exiled frorri Persia with 'Abdu'l--Bahri and the rest of his family, they trav-
eled the long road frorri Tihr·an to Baohdad, 
passing through many towns and villages. 
Di.iring the whole o.f that journey and dis
tance they did not meet a single believer in 
the Cause .for whicli they had been ban
ished. At that tir1ie very little was known 
about it in. an11 rJart of the world. Even 
in Baghdad th.er·e· wa.s but one believer who 
had been tau,glit by Baha'u'llah Jiimself in 
Persia. Later 011 ti1Jo or three others ap
peared. You 1.uill see thei·e_fore that at the 
beginnin'l, the cau.se of Baha'u'llah was al
ma.st 1lnknoiun, but on account o_f being a 
divine move·ment it gi·ew and developed with 
irresistible S]Ji·1·itual pou•er iintil in this da11 
where·ver you travel east or west and in. 
whatever country you journey 11ou will meet 
Baha'i A.ssewblies and instit1ltions. This is 
ari evide·nce that the Baha'is are S]Jreading 
the blessin,q.s o_f unit11 and pro.oressive de
velorJment throuqho1lt the world under the 
direction o.f divirie guidance and purpose." 

'Abdu'l-Baha. 
From near and far there comes 

news of the spread of the Baha'i 
Cause and its dynamic teachings. 
How the world is ready for the di
vine plan of Bal1a'u'llah ! How it 
loves to learn of the life of 'Abdu'l-
Baha! • 

After the great war one realized 
that the world had developed a cer
tain degree of capacity to receive the 
teachings of God. We know that the 
divine bounty is always ''moving and 
circulating'' and will surely become 
effective wherever there is capacity 

• 

to receive it. In this radiant centu1·y 
the circle of t1nity has bee11 and is 
being constantly widened, fo1· God 
has sent His Divine She1)h~~1·d to 
gather dispersed humanity iDto one 
fold, into one all-emb1·acing b1·other
hood. A new day has daw11ed upon 
the world, and the sumi11ons to peace, 
unity and love is resounding in all 
corners of the world, c;11·rying the 
n1essage of the ~1ew springtin1e to 
hungry hearts, t;l1e season whe11 i·e
vivification takes place through the 
inspired Word r•f God, '''he11 hctt1·ed 
and animosity of all l{inds begi11 to 
disappear and all things are re11ewed. 
''Old things are 1)assed awa)'; bel1old, 
all things are become i1ew.'' 

Through the assista11ce of God the 
Baha'i Cause is prog1·essing, a11d as 
evidence of that prog1·essio11 a few 
brief items l1<1v·e been c11ilecl f1·om 

• • • • • many ins1)1r111g f.;tor1es. 

l\fiss Mar1;ha I~oot, a .io11rnalist by 
profession, Ba11a'i t1·aveling teacher 
r.nd lecture1~, \vhose goings and con1-
ings a11d services have bee11 so often 
i·eferred to i!1 tl1is inagazi.n(~. l1:.1s been 
i11 (~e11tral 1~111·01)e for th(• i)ast few 

• 

rr1c·nths. It is i11tl~resting to i1ote tJ1at 
her knowledge of Esperanto, the uni
versal auxiliary language, has been 
of great value, for she has used this 

• 

language exclusively at many impor-
tant lectures, es1Jecially those given 
under the auspices of the Espe1·anto 
Societies. 

ZURICH, the largest city in S\vit
zerland and one o:f the largest in Eu
rope, gave Miss Rt)Ot a he:.1r.ty wel-
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come. He1· lectu1·es 011 ''The Baha'i 
Mo\·eme11t for World Peace," and 
''The Baha'i P1·inciples,'' were given 
in Esperanto and translated into 
Germa11. The Kaise1· Ka1~l der 
Grosse hall where the lectures \ve1·e 
held was the scene of a new b1·other
hood as the large and deeply interest
ed audiences gave ample evide11ce of 
their approval of the universality of 
the Baha'i Teachings. 

Miss Root stressed the perfect wa~' 
in which the lectures were arranged, 
a11d the ''attar-of-rose'' spirit of the 
fine Baha'i souls in that city. It 
makes 011e assured that they are 
equipped to give their city the 

' 

thought and new teaching which 
shall tra11sforn1 it into a new spir
itual rose-garden. ''Esperanto will 
be a marvelous help to boys and giJls, 
who expect to become Baha'i world 
teachers," said Miss Root. She is 
anxious to have the young people 
realize how important it is to be 
equipped and prepared along all lines 
to go forth to active service. 

GERMANY AND AUSTRIA. In 
Stuttga1·t Miss Root was quite at 
home among the enthusiastic believ
ers i11 the Baha'i Faith. She feels 
that perhaps next to the United 
States, Germany has made more dis
tincti\•e and noteworthy progress in 
promoting all Baha'i activities than 
any othe1· country during the twenty
two yea1·s since the Baha'i message 
was fi1·st heralded there by Dr. Ed
win Fishe1·, an American. In Stutt
gart 01· immediate environs, there is 
a Baha'i meeting every night in the 
week; there are Baha'i study classes 
for the young and all ages; the chil
dren, generally speaking, are lear11-
ing Esperanto, and many speak this 
language fluently; they have a na
tional Baha'i magazine, called the 

• 
''Sun of Truth,' 'edited by Frau Con-
sul Schwarz, in which articles are 
published in German, English and 
Esperanto; they have translated 
more than nineteen Baha'i books into 
German; they have also a National 
Baha'i Spiritual Assembly. Miss 
Root has seen on all sides the fruits 
of 'Abdu'l-Baha's visit to Stuttgart 
in 1913. ''A great many people,'' she 
writes, ''have come into the Baha'i 
Cause people with very diverse, 

MR. WILHELM HERRIGEL 
A Baha'i of Stuttgart, who has served 

the Cause there many years. 

rare and great gifts." Stuttgart, 
Esslingen, Frankfort, Karlsruhe, 
Heilbroon are some of the centers 
in South Germany where Miss Root 
found most advanced Baha'is, where 
the Baha'i Cause is making marked 
progress, and where the great Baha'i 
principles are being accepted and 
lived. Reviewing the visit to Stutt
gart and each of the seven cities vis
ited one is impressed with the num-

• 
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ber of public lectures on the Baha'i 
teachings which Miss Root gave both 
in English and Esperanto, translated 
into German; one's attention is like
wise constantly drawn to the great 
capacity and the deep spirituality 
which the German people manifest. 

BUDAPEST, HUNGARY. Miss 
Root writes from this city: ''I do 
not know one soul in Hungary or 
speak the language, but I am happy 
to be here." She remained there 
four weeks, during which time she 
met many of the advanced thinkers 
and scholars who became interested 
in the Baha'i Teachings, and who rec
ognized in them the solvent for the 
ma11ifold problems and complexities 
of the old order of things. Perhaps 
one of the most interesting stories of 
the many which Miss Root has writ
te11 about is the one of Franz Pollin
ger, a wonderful Baha'i there, who is 
very poor and almost blind. He 
prayed that he might be able to read 
the Baha'i Teachings; no oculist 
could make glasses for him. On the 
shore of a ri\1er, he found a discarded 
bulb from a pocket searchlight. He 
discovered that through its curved 
surface he could see to read, he him
self fastened it into one side of spec
tacle rims, and with that he reads 
and works! There is a group of ear
nest Baha'is in Vienna, all in perfect 
love and unity and all taught and 
gathered togethe1· by Franz. 

Miss Root was busy every mi11ute 
of her stay in that city. She spoke 
before the Theosophical Society, the 
Esperanto Clubs, New Vienna Wom
an's Club, the League for Peace and 
Freedom and other organizations
not once, but many times. Also there 
was opportunity for service to many 
private groups in homes and many 
personal interviews were arranged. 

• 

''Abdu'l-Baha showered such love 
upon Vienna," Miss Root writes, 
''and he said nothing could relieve 
Austria from her sorrow, grief, de
pression and disappointme11t except 
the Divine Glad-tidings." 

SOUTH AFRICA: Miss Fanny 
Knobloch and Mrs. Pauline Hanner1 
(sisters) , from W ashingto11, D. C., 
have been for a long time i11 Cape 
Town, Pretoria and other places in 
S. Africa, serving the B~ha'i Cause, 
and spreading the message \Vhich 
brings peace and happiness to the 
child1·en of men. They ha,·e given 
freely of their resources alo11g all 
li11es, and with the element of sacri
fice so manifestly entering i11to thei1· 
efforts, one notes, likewise, how those 
who have joined the Baha'i i·anks 
through their assista11ce, ha,·e be
come strongly allied with all its in
terests and are prepared to sacrifice 
fo1· ''The, Great Guidance.'' The new 
friends in S. Africa have g1·asped the 
significance of the Baha'i religio11 and 
''eve1·y one feels the spi1·it of love and 
unity which prevails amo11g them." 

The experiences of these two Ba
ha'i teachers i11 talking at public and 
p1·ivate meetings to those interested 
in progressive ideals for tl1e most 
pa1·t the English speaki11g people -
would make an interesting ,-olume, 
but the following story car1·ies a pic
tu1·esqueness and appeal which makes 
it rather distinctive. It is about 
their visit to the Orange Free State 
and their spending three weeks on a 
Boer farm ''miles and miles f1·om 
anywhere," as they say in that part 
of the world. The farm co11sists of 
two thousand acres of producing 
land ninety natives of the Basutos 
type being employed on the place. 
The Basutos rank next to the Zulus 
as the highest types among nati,·es of 
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,-1 small g1·011p of Ba/1a'i8 in Is111ailia, Egypt, shou·i1ig, as in the caS<' <Jf <jt/1e1· JJ11blisl1ed 
photog1·aph.8, how the Ba/1a'i te<1cl1i11gs 11nite all people.~. The Bci/1a'i Ca11se 1's .8p1·ead
ing i11 Egypt, aud it is 011e of the ni11e co1111tries whic/1 l1rt1Je th.11s f11r est·ablisl1ed a 
J1iatio11al Ba/1.a'i Spi1·it11r1l Asse11io/y. 

S. Africa. They live in 1·ound huts 
built of mud and stones with 
thatched roof, and everything in .'.lnd 
about each hut is noticeably spotless
ly clean and ve1·y neat. Their entire 
food consists of a corn meal mush 
made so thick that each child is given 
a chunk which they eat as one would 
eat ai1 apple. The g1·own-ups ha\•e 
the same ''me11u." The owner of ·the 
farm and his wife are delightfully 
E11glish, ai1d their attractive home is 
kept scrupulot1sly clean by three na
tive servants. 

Carrying the Light of this New 
Da.y to that far corner of the world 
brought great joy and refreshment ·to 
the Baha'i teachers. The seeds of 
Truth planted there will have far-

i·eaching i·esults which no 011e at this 
time ca11 fully measure. 

In S. Africa as e· sewhec·e a'l O\':?l' 

the world, the1·e seem to be p1·epa1·ed 
souls who are just waiting fo1· ·the 
message and religion of today, thus 
they become interested in the Baha'i 
teachings, which are at once recog-
11ized as the all-embracing message 
which has brought life and light and 
love to the countless souls now i1um
bered among its adherents all O::)\'e1· 
·the world. 

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS: A Ba
ha'i living in Cebu, P. I., w1·ites about_ 
the interesting lectures of t1·a,·eli11g 
Baha'i teachers who have visited the 
Islands, like Miss Martha Root of the 

• 
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U11ited States and Mr. Siegfried 
Schopftocher of Canada. Their lec
tures were published in the Manila 
and Cebu papers and were thus giv
en wide publicity. He suggests that 
all Baha'i teachers en route to the 
East should pass through the Philip
pine Islands, and especially those 
who speak Spanish as well as Eng
lish. It is especially important for 
Baha'is to keep in touch with the peo
ple of that land who are students in 
America, or otherwise are residents 
here, so that they may return to their 
homes informed and equipped to 
teach the Baha'i Cause, for the Fili
pinos are ready with an open heart 
and mind to embrace the Baha'i 
teaching of love and unity. One Fili
pino friend who spent some time in 
this country has recently returned to 
his home aglow with the teachings of 
real brotherhood which he received 
from friends in San Francisco, and 
he is eager for every one to learn of 
the Baha'i Cause. He is full of grat
itude to those who have guided him 
to the path of Truth and is filled with 
a burning desire to study the teach
ings deeply and to spread them 
among his people. He writes how he 
has been thoroughly convinced that 
the Baha'i Teaching is the Powe1· 
needed today to bring the different 
peoples of the world to a common un
derstanding and unite them as one 
family recognizing ''the world as one 
home." 

HAWAIIAN ISLANDS : Miss Ag
nes Alexander, so well known for he1· 
distinctive Baha'i services in Japan, 
China, Korea and other places, and 
now residing in Honolulu, has re
cently been, by invitation, to the Is
land of Kauai to speak on ''The Ba
ha'i Movement.'' It is particularly 
inspiring to proclaim the Baha'i 

• 

Teachings for world brotherhood in 
such places, as so many different na
tionalities are always represented in 
the audiences. It is interesting to 
niote 'that Miss Ailexander's gr.and~ 

father started a mission on this very 
island many years ago. 

• 

INDIA: Mrs. Inez Cook, of New 
York, has recently related some of 
her experiences among the Baha'is in 
India during her visit there some few 
months ago. Fortunately for Mrs. 
Cook and her family, they arrived in 
Bombay just about the time prepa
rations were being made for the 
Fifth All-India Baha'i Convention, 
which made it possible for them to 
meet a very large number of friends 
who gather at that time from all sec
tions of the country, and even Bur
ma and Ceylon a.re represented. Mrs. 
Cook's observations are worthy of 
record in detail, but space permits us 
only a brief of her varied and de
lightfully spiritual experiences. She 
states: 

''We found the friends in a whirl
wind-atmosphere of enthusiasm, serv
ice and activity, preparing for the 
coming Convention. It was conta
gious- and enviable ; every one was 
doing something, and in a ''snappy'' 
American-sort of way which made me 
rub my eyes and wonder where was 
the languor of the East! . . . Mrs. 
Stannard was applying her usual ex
ecutive ability and had as her co
worker that most remarkable Baha'i, 
Shirin Irani (who is now Mrs. Foud
jar, having recently married), a girl 
of nineteen. She was of the new day 
and had put aside her veil; this gave 
her liberty to appear before public 
meetings, which she addressed in the 
most fluent and eloquent English. . . 
Our time in India (less than four 
weeks from coast to coast) was so 
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short that we could not remain fo1· 
the Convention, some ten or twelve 
days later, but we had seen the 
friends and that was the most beau
tiful thing. 

''We left Bombay the day after 
Christmas. Through some mistake 
the friends who were able to see us 
off had gone to the wrong station 
first, and only arrived a few minutes 
before our train pulled out. How
ever, it was sufficient time in which 
to place about the neck of each of us 
a fragrant garland of flowers and a 
paper-frilled bouquet in our hands. 
Whether it was the Baha'i spirit de
veloped in full, or the inherent calm 
of the East, I cannot say, but their 
long wait in the midday heat had not 
erased one smile, nor curdled the milk 
of human kindness in one breast. We 
hurried into our huge compartment, 
followed by ringing Baha'i fare wells 
. . . . and settled ourselves in a veri
table bower of flowers to live over 
again the past few days.'' 

Mrs. Cook further relates their ex
periences in Calcutta, about a visit 
with the Editor of one of the daily 
newspapers, a man who loves 'Ab
du'l-Baha and his teachings; and how 
he assured them that he would serve 
the Baha'i Cause whenever possible 
through his paper. Shortly after
wards he published in full Mrs. 
Cook's letter describing the Baha'i 
village of Kunjangun, Burma. 

How much the whole world is in 
need of the Baha'i Teachings, and 
how great is the need in India for its 
powerful unifying quality, to bring 
into unity that vast throng so divided 
by cast and creed and prejudice. 

SWEDEN: Mr. and Mrs. August 
Rudd, formerly residents of Kenosha, 
Wisconsin, have been rendering pio· 
11eer services in Boviken and other 

• 
cities in Sweden and Norway. These 
teachers, together with Mrs. Louise 
Erickson of Brooklyn, N. Y., who has 
spent much time in Sweden, and who 
even while in this country constantly 
assists the work of the Baha'i Cause 
in her native land across the sea, have 
given of their time, effort and all of 
their resources in ardent devotion to 
'Abdu'l'Baha and the divine plan of 
teaching which he gave to the world. 
They have not only lived and worked 
in the large centers of population, but 
during summer vacations always go 
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MRS. ANNA RUDD 
A noted pioneer server in tlie Baha'i 

Cause in Sweden, 

by automobile for long teaching tours 
through the country. 

The people of these far northern 
climes are always much attracted to 
the Baha'i Teachings for world unity, 
and when they are awakened, they 
become very strong adherents of the 
Faith. They say with one accord, 
'''l'he teachings and Principles of the 
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Baha'i Cause are so high and noble, 
so pure and holy, that we cannot do 
anything else but work and spread 
them, and you can count on us as co
wo1·kers." 

M1·s. Rudd has translated many 
leaflets on the Baha'i Teachings into 
the Swedish language fo1· general dis
tribt1tion and they have been widely 
sp1:ead. Also she has translated the 
two most important books of Dr. Es
slemont, namely, ''Baha'u'llah and 
the New Era'', and ''Baha'u'llah 1and 
His Message." 

As in other countries, the Esper
anto groups, Theosophical Societies 
a11d other organizations are very 
much interested in the Baha'i Teach
i11gs, and likewise the newspapers of 
the country have willingly accepted 
articles on the rise and spread of the 
movement. 

Shoghi Effendi, Guardian of the 
Baha'i Cause, in one of his wonderful 
letters to the teachers in Sweden, 
said : ''Your letters testify so elo
quently and pow-erfully of the dy-
11amic all-conquering spirit of Ba
ha'u'llah working so astonishingl~r 

through both of you. . . ." 

~~ WESTERN PILGRIMAGE: It 
is not the purpose of this short com
pilation to record those vital and im
portant and stirring events which are 
daily taking place in the large Ba
ha'i Assemblies throughout America 
a11d the world; but only to make this 
''little journey'' among the friends ir1 
fo1·eign lands show, also, how the 
leaven is working in the smaller 
towns and villages here and else
where. Therefore let us brief an ac
count of an interesting Unity Feast 
held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
John D. Bosch in the far distant lit
tle town of Geyserville, Calif., a sig
nificant event because of spiritual 

values and because there were gath
ered in this assemblage many from 
different and far removed cities. It 
has been referred to as, ''A Western 
Pilgrimage," and thus we believe it 
shall always be known. 

The following excerpt from the in
teresting account of Miss Marion 
Carpenter conveys that spirit of one-
11ess which makes every Baha'i meet
ing vibrate with life, the life of the 
spirit: 

''A beautiful old spruce tree was 
dedicated at Geyserville. . . . as a 
place of pilgrimage, rest and happi
ness for the Baha'is of the world. 
Under the cool shade of this big 
tree the symbol of the Baha'i 
world family many friends gath
ered from San Francisco, Oakland, 
Berkeley, Sacramento, Stockton, 
Santa Rosa, Geyserville, Stanford, 
Los Angeles, Portland, Houston, 
Honolulu, England and Australia, 
and young people from at least five 
different colleges and universities. 
. . . 'fhe tree was large enough to 
cover all the people brought together 
from more points of view than even 
the Cities. And so strong was the 
spirit which united them that each 
soul felt the literal and symbolic 
meaning of the verse: ''Ye are all 
the leaves of one tree." 

It is particularly gratifying to note 
the deep interest of the college stu
dents, young men and women of out
standing capacity who are analyzing 
the differences between material and 
divine civilization and who see the 
necessity for making the divine edu
cation paramount. 

A Unity Fe~:i.st among Baha'is 
always means both a material and 
spiritual F'east, and on this occasion 
the talks and responses particularly 
expressed the deep gratitude in every 
heart for the bonds of affection 
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Bah<i'is assembled for a Unity Feast at the hoine o·f Mr. and Mrs. John D. Bosch, at 
Geyserville, California. 

founded upon the heavenly bounty of 
Baha'u'llah which made the group 
seem as one family. One of the 
friends told of notable outdoor feasts 
which he had enjoyed in foreig11 
cou11t1·ies, particularly one in Ger
many where just such a spirit was 
manifested as at this Feast at Gey
se1·ville. 

''The train back to San Francisco," 
w1·ites Miss Carpenter, ''seemed stuf
fy enough after this refreshing and 
exhilarating day with the friends of 
God in one of the most picturesque 
and quiet spots in the West, a place 
which will surely become a shelter for 
pilg1·ims from all the world.'' 

\Ve could continue recording news 
items of deep interest showing how 
the W 01·d of Baha'u'llah is really ac
complishing; how it is establishing 
an ideal brotherhood on the only firm 
foundation the teachings of the 
New Day the teachings which work 
with such fresh and mighty potency; 
but those closely in touch with the 
onwa1·d march of events, realize that 
the spirit of God is powerfully pene
trati11g the hearts and that these 

newly-awakened hearts are filled 
with the longing to reach out to all 
other hearts in a sacrificial, imper
sonal, uni\1ersal love which will even
tually lift the whole world into the 
ideal civilization. The Manifestation 
of God in each age, through his au
thoritative Word, takes the ignorant, 
worldly-minded, widely separated 
peoples of the world and transforms 
them into a new people manifesting 
in their lives the efficacy of his teach
ings. Each friend in joining the Ba
ha'i Cause becomes through its cre
ative teachings ''a cause of unity and 
center of accord.'' Each realizes that 
''the supreme love and unity is wit
nessed in the Divine Manifestations. 
Among them unity is indissoluble, 
changeless, eternal and everlasting:'' 
and ''each of them holds to the soli
darity of mankind and promotes the 
unity of human hearts.'' 

And so the Baha'i friends through
out the world are striving to mani
fest in their lives this indissoluble 
bond of unity, for ''the true divine re
ligion is the most perfect cause of 
friendship and union in the world.'' 
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ESPE NTO 
THE UNIVERSAL AUXILIARY LANGU • .\GE 

''The greatest working basis for 
bringing about unity and harmony 
amo~g the nations is the 1teaching of 
a u:r:i1versal tongue. Writing on this 
subJect fifty (now over sixty) years 
ago, His Holiness Baha'u'llah said 
that complete union between the va
rious sections of the world would be 
an unrealized dream a.s long as an 
international language was not es
tablished." 

''Today the greatest need of the 
world of humra.nity is discontinuance 
of the existing misunderstandings 
among nations. This can be accom
plished through the unity of language. 
Unless the uni1ty of languages is re
alized, the 'Mo-st Great Peace' and the 
oneness of the human world cannot 
be effectively organized and estab
lishe·~; becau.se the function of langu
age is to portray the mysteries and 
secrets of human hearts. The heart 
is like a box and language is the key. 
We can open 1the box only by using 
th~ key, and observe the gems. it con
tains. Therefore the question of an 
auxiliary international tongue has the 
utmost importa.nce. Through this 
means, international edu·cation and 
training become possible; the evi
dence and history of the pas:t can be 
acquired. The spread of the known 
facts of the human world depends 
upon language. The expla.nation of 
di-yine teftchings can only be through 
this medium. As long as diversity of 
tongues an.a lack of comprehension of 
other languages continue, these glori
ous aim.s cannot be realized. There
f•ore the very first service to the world 
of man is to establish this auxiliary 
international mean·s of communica
tion. 

'Abdu'l-Baha 

LA TUTMONDA HELPANTA LI~GVO 

La. I?l~j bona praktika bazo por 
efekt1v1g1 unecon kaj harmonion in
ter la naci?j estas la ins•truado pri 
tutmond·a 11ngvo. Skribante pri tiu
ci temo antau kvindek (nun pli ol 
sesdek) .iaroj, Lia Sankta Mosto 
Baha'u'llah, diris, ke kompleta unec~ 
inter la diversaj partoj de la mondo 
estors ne-efektivig·ita songo dum :Ke 
interna1cia lingvo ne estos e~tablita. 

Hodiaii la plej grava bezono de la 
mondo homara es·tas cesigo de la 
ekzistanta_i malkomprenigoj inter 
~acioj. Tion-ci oni povas elfari per 
11ngva uneco. Se la unigo de lingvoj 
ne estos efektivigita, la ''Plej Granda 
Paco'' kaj la uneco de la mondo 
homara ne povos esti praktike or
g•anizitaj kaj fonditaj ; car la ofico 
de . lingvo e~tas aperigi la misiterojn 
ka.1 sekretoJn de homaj koroj. La 
koro similas ke·ston, kaj lingvo- estas 
la slosilo. Oni povas malfermi la 
keston nur per la uzo de slosilo, kaj 
vidi la gemojn, kiujn gi enhavas. Pro 
tio, la temo de helpanta internacia 
lingvo enhavas la plejan gravecon. 
Pere de tio-ci., internaciaj edukado 
ka.i kulturigo praktikigos; la atesta
jo_j ka_j historio de la e·stinto povos 
esti akeritaj. La dissemado de la 
sciataj faktoj de la mondo homara 
sin apogas sur lingvo. La klarigo de 
diecaj doktrinoj povas esti nur per 
tiu-ci ilo. Tiel longe kiel daiiros 
diverseco de lingvoj kaj manko de 
komprenigo de aliaj lingvoj, tiuj-ci 
gloraj celoj ne povos esti efektivigi
taj. Pro tio, la plej frua servaj o al 
la mondo homara estas fondi tiun-ci 
helpan1tan internacian interkomuni
kilon. 

'Abdu'l-Baha 

Pronunciation Vowels: a as in father· e as in obey; i as in machine; 
au lik~ O'fV in h~w; o as in hope; u like oo in caol. Consonants: c like ts in 
ca.ts; c like ch 1n chat; g as in go; g like g in gem· h like German ch in 
ach; j like y in joy, or in yet; j like z in azure; s a~ in sure. Othe1· conso
nants are pronounced as in English. The accent is on the next to the last 
syllable. 
(''La Nova Tag~'' an Internatioi;~,l Baha'i E3peranto Magazine is published by the 
Esperanto C-0mm1ttee of the Baha 1 Movement of Hamburg. Address is Octaviostrasse 
21, Wandsbek, Germany.) • 
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