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g S lam a brief introduction

As

the

Baha'i

Faith contin-

ues o emerge from

obscurity  Baha'is

gomg e find themselves

defending Islam to Westemers who are

steeped in prejudice against it

We have decned the persecution

of our fellow-believers in Tran
the hands fanatic  Shitih
Muslims, Now, how do we explain

e

that we accepd the religion professed
by persecutors s divimely
ordined?

Amd hevond the defense of Islam,
cun we enrich the understanding of our
Faith by its study? The Guardian, Shoghi
Effend, swd that for, “a proper and sound

undersianding of the Canse’, its study was,
absodutely indispensabie.!

i another occasion the Guardian wrobe:
“lhe mission of the Americaon Bakhdix is, ne
doubt to eventually esiablish the truth af Islam

i fhe West™
Historically the Bahid'i Faith arose within an Islamic
environment. The Bib, Bahd'o’lldh, and *Abdu’l-Bahd were
bom in Persia (Iran). a Muslim country. For about fifty vers
(1844-18%4) most converts 1o the Bdbi and Bahd'i religions
were Mushms., Many of the arguments and proofs used by the
Bab, Bahd™u’lkih, and “Abdu’l-Bahi in the sacred writings
derive from the Qur'dn and the weachings and traditions of

Shiih Islam.

The concept of progressive revelation, the teaching that
each of the world’s major religions comes from the same God
to progressively educate mankind socially and  spirially
makes the study of lslam especially important o Baha'is.
[slam is the dispensation which immediately precedes the

by Dr. Duane K. Troxel
Twin
Mani-
festa-
tions of the
Bab and Bahd o' 1k
and is therefore o fuller
revelation than Christiany

“From the standpoing of insmim-
tionalism fslam far surpasses
triee Christianity as we know jt

in the Gospels, There are infi-
nifely meore Taws and institurions
ift the Qhr'an than in the Gospel
While he lower's emphasis ix
mindy, mot fo say whally, on indi-
vidual ard personol conduct, the
Qur'dn stresses the Importanee of
sociely. This social emplhasis acgiives
added importanee and significance i
the Bahd'r revelation.  When carefilly
ond imparially compared, the Qur'dn
marky a definite odvancement on the
Gospel, from the standpoint of spivitual and
fuimanitarian progress,”™

Caution Against Teaching
Middle Eastern Muslims

Afler receiving the information in this brief presentation,
it may be tempting (0 wanl to iy out your few-found knowl-
edge of lslam on Muslims of your acgquaintance.  Before con-
sadering such & move, please observe the following warning
issued by the Universal House of Justice in a letter o the
M.5.A. of the United Staies in 1983,

“Balwi'fs dn the West are not I inibiole any attemp o
tewch the Faith ro Muslins from Middle Eastern countries,
This inctudes Muslins from Iran, North Africa and Aral coun-
Tres, Muslims from these countries whe fave become citizens
l'::.rm':" Lieired .I;I'.l'dl'l:".T o Rave 4,l|_'.l__|l|||i,l|-'d MR, rerideneE SN
fus g whe show a genalne interest in learning abont Hre

Uy Lights of Guidance, New Delbi: Bahd®i Publishing Trast. 2nd rev. and enlarged edition, 1988 #1903, 2) Lights, #1665, p. 4496, 3 Lighis,

F1664, p. 405
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Faith, miey be raughe the Faigh, bui it iz they who must fake the
inifiative."™

I should be clear that we being told not to teach Middle-
Eastern Muslims, We can teach other Muslims,  Indeed, the
CGiuardian himself advised that if one seeks w each Muslims
sihe should have acquired a, “knowledge of the Qur'dn, so
that™ they can be given “proofs from their own texis.” He sug-
resied using Bahd'is are from an Islamic background to con-
duct deepenings on the subject.?

Prejudice Towards Islam

An  unbiased swdy  of lslam EryEE T
requires us 1o take notice of our indi- !k:’i:j’-w -
vidual responses 1o words such as S ;
“Mubammad.” “Our'din™ and “Islom.”
If we find ourselves reacting negative-
Iy to these terms it should come as wo
surprise. Shoghi Effendi said that:

“Western historians have for many
centurtes distorted the focrs [of Tslam]
fe sl their religious and ancestral
prefudices,
sty hisrory anew and o baze all their
investigations first and foremost on the
Seriptures  of Islam  and #
Christiamity.'™

Ag an example; for nearly a centu-
ry Sir William Muir's {1519 1903) four
volume biography, The Life of
Mucharmmad, was held up as the princi-
pal authority on the life of the Arabian
Frophet.

The Bahe'is sheudd Iy fo

wrtilen

Mahomeat and the Coran [(Jur 'dnj gre headed dragon of the apocalypse. (Revelatians 13)

the mast futal enemies of civilizarion, liberty and truth which
the world Ras yer Brown,™

Dante® 15 another case in point. He placed Muhammead
and “Ali (Muhammad's successor) mn the ninth hell of the
Inferms in his epic poem, The Divine Comedy,

Philip Hitti explains that the very earliest Western skeich
of Muhammead by a minth-century Greek writer portrayed Him,

i

“ux @ false prophel and imposter”; He “wat later embellished
with the bright celors of oversexuwality, dizzolweness, Blood-
thirstiness, ond brigondage.  In clerical eireles Midwanmad
Dbecame the ansichrist.”

Cine of the most influential translations of the Chur' in was
done in Latin by Futher Lewis Marmaci, a one-time confessor
1o Pope Innecent X1, Marraci wrote an introductory velume to
thie work which he titled o “Refutation of the Qur'in,” One of
the first English translations of the Qur’in was done by George
Sale in 1734 using Maracci's Lotin work., It was Sale’s trans-
lanion that Edward Gibbon wsed for his classic work: The
Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire,
in which he savs that Muhammad was
an, “eloguent fomaric,” who “assumed
a false commission to inculcate a salu-
tary doctrine”™ in his coumtrymen. 1M,
Rodwell, in the preface to his transla-
pon of the Koran [1861], calls
Muhammad a, “grear though imperfect
| character an emest though mistaken
feacher, “who was subject o, “rorbid
and famiastic hallucinations...” "

All the Blame cannot be laid at the
door of Western writers and transla-
wrs. When the Umayyads usurped the
Caliphate {(661-7530 ALl they perpe-
trated many unspeakahle crimes that

severely damaged the reputation of
e Islam.

“The (Umayvad] dymasty became
':"_ﬁ motarivies for runming the Empire for

M“i[ h.a“l,l., “T‘]t‘ sward Hllr Alprecht DOrers 16th century depiction of the multi- i1 e -b-l?.'ff_ﬁil...ﬂ"lﬂl I Waas HI!' H'{-'I"Ildll_'l-'

and of  the
Limayvads, more characteristic of the pagan age than of Tslam,
wihich Jed wor their downfall,"™

“Ahdu’l-Bahi explained that the Umayyad dynasty was
the “beast” spoken of in The Revelation of St John the Divine,
which destroyed the, “spirviteal fife,” of Islam, leaving it, "o
lifedess Body withouy spicii,™ '

What can we, a5 Bahd'is do o overcome these biases

feranndeal  Rature

4) Developing Disrincrive Bah ' Communities: Cidelines for Spivitual Assemblies, Mational Spintal Assembly of the Bahd'is of the United
States, 1989, p. Td4. 3) Lighes, #3030, p. 599, 6) Lighes, #1664, p. 496, 7) Vol 1V, 1861, p. 322, Itis io Muir's credit that he later revised
consigernbly some of his views sbout Muhammad, He was evenually able 1o say, “Whar was Maforiet fmself bir an instrument in the bands
af the greay Worker [God |7 Quoted on page 113 of Muslim- Christian Encounters, 1991, by Wati. 8} Ironically, there is strong. though con-
troversial, evidence that Danbe may hawe beerowed meaterial for The Divine Comedy from Islamic sources. Ses Foam and the Divine Camedy
by Miguel Asin Palacios, iranslated by Harold Sutherland, London: Frink Cass & Co,, Lid., 1968, 9) Philip Hiwa, fsdam: A Way of Life, pp.
2223, 10 Lippman, Urderstanding Pl An fetrodaction i the Muslim World, p. 36, 11) The Concise Encyolopedia of fslere, Edited by
Cyril Glassé, San Francisco: Harper & Row, 198%, p. 408, 12) Some Answered (uestions, p. 5.
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inherent in our civilization? Shoghi Effendi sayvs Bahi'is,
“arenest wfrive to ofiadn, frome searces teat ane auihortiaiiee and
wnbiased, a sound knowledee aof the history and tenets of Islam
- the soierce aned background of their Faith - and approach ]
reverently and with o mind purged from preconceived
fdeers.

Islam

[slam {pronounced ess-luhm )™ 15 one of the world's great

“Christianity, Islam, and the Bahd'{ World Faith are the most
global,” of the world's religions.” Bahid'is numbered only 4.6
millions as of 197w

Islam {ess-lahm} 15 the seventh of the nine surviving great
religions. In the order of progressive revelation it comes afler
Christianity and before the Babi religion. Shoghi Effendi
expluined that Islam is, "a fuller revelation of God's purpose
and law 1o mankind than Chostianity....”"” Before embarking
on a study of Islam we should apply this standard:

religions, boasting  ap- F T T M Lass Wy “Our  sian-
[ ———— 3
proximately one billion % wﬁ /Kw s dand for apprais-
followers.”® Roughly one- ﬁ\\ \_[hl., oh /i_,a_,f" ing Mularmad is
sixth  of the = U thee Bahd i Teach-
world's popala- j\‘/": ings. Much af the
tion is Muslim. Iraq \'I\J/‘\,."j" meteriol  abous
Most of the - . ]
. H[-.f.!l « Baghdad i '%,ﬂ o #“:hamm?d J.'..
Mliddle-Eastern ) L wrilen  dither by
: Saudi Iran EI-;. J\"\ ) ;
cu;_unlru:.i hanui Arahin Cﬂ_‘ | ﬁ' Muislims whe have
Africa north o * Medina T repreated wn-
and  including X Sonnded tradivions
the Sahara are chowt Him 2 or by
predominantly Egypt Arabia: hostile Ocei-
Muslim.  Indo- The Spiritual Heart of Islam dentels.  We are

nesia has the largest Muslim population of all with 160 million
beliwevers comprising about 90 percent of the population.
Pakistan has over 100 million Muslims and Bangladesh has 90
million.

Christianity has between one and one and one-half hillion
wdherents, or somewhere between one-fourth and one-third of
the world’s population.

still vichims of centuries of propaganda against Him, ™2
Muhammad (mo-ham-mad), the Prophet-Founder of
Islamy, was born at Mecos around 570 A, Mecca is located
about midway up the west coast of the Arabian Peninsula and
abowt 30 miles inland From the Red Sea.
Generally-speaking. Arabia is a desent region. There was
lile agriculiure, Most people were either desert nomads or

A reprint of the 1985 Britannica Book of the Year states,  traders. [n Muhammad s time, Mecca was a commercial cen-

13) Bhoghi Effendi, Advent of Divine Justice, Wilmette: Bahid'i Publishing Trost, 1980, p. 29, 141 All phonetic pronunciations given in this
articke are Persian and were inken from Marzich Gail"s Baid ¥ Glossory, Wilmette: Bahd'| Publishing Trust, 1969 15) Understanding Istam
ervied rhe Muslins, prepared by the [slamic Affairs Depl. of the Embassy of Sasdi Arabia, Washington, D.C,, 1989 According to the 19940
Weredd Admamae (p. 611) there are over 6, (MUK Muslims in the USA, 16) Thomas W, Lippman, Usdersimnding fomm: Ao imtrecduction o
rhe Misslin World, Rev, Ed., Mentor Books, 1990, p. 5. 17) “The Sahd | Faith: World Religions Sttistics”, Wilmette; Bahid'§ Publishing
Trust, 1988, p. 11, 18) [bad. 1987 Tahle comained within the document. Becent (1991 ) estimates pait the number of Bahd'is, world-wide,
near 6 millions, 19 The 14990 World Afmanac pats the number of Bahi'i groups in the US as 1,700 and reponts the aumber of Bahd'is in that
country as 1 10000 (page 6100, 200 Lights, #1670, p. 497, 21} Some of these traditions are lslicroes. HM. Balvuzi, in his book, MWalammad
amd The Conrge af Tsfam, (p, ) gives an instance of just such a case in connection with the space program. “The Arabian Propler is mot 5o
atiwch the Forwider of & Theophany, a rew Dispensaiion bat a feader of men in the mould of & swecessfil chieftain, cowrageons and bold and
genenois, bt alvo full of human foildes. Some borrow from the writings af dhese Mustim apelfogises from the East, whose ourfosk was prim-
itive, wie relmied stories of angels assindng hisman fore e urke parr in dloody combars, of jinn {genii) holding corverse with the Propher,
e who expatiated on bow Makammad literally clefi the moor in twain, At ihe fime of the Apalle 15 explorarion of the maoon, an orgarize-
fign i Londorn, wiich called felf the Mostem Edivcantonel Bireai, was reported 1o have ivowed o statement assersing the leeral fact of the
cleavage of ee oo and exprexsing ity certainy that the axironauis of the Apalle 15 would fird in the Hadley Bille {a crack on the sirface
af the meon | the pogiiive proof af the performance of tar sinecle, An enterprizing Brivish fourmalisn in one of the national deilies {(browa as
o graeliny mewspaper), ew up this incredille statemen info o sersatioral story, which occupisd o prominent place in @ cenire page wnder ie
heading: ‘Mehamured s Mosnghat', If winild ave feen lauglalile, were i nor insaliing ro one of the major Faitlis of manking, Those Eaxern
chroniclers and thealpgians, who gave currency in the past 1o such sfories, bear a heavy burden of responsibifity for lowering the Arabign
Fropeet in the eyes of the Wend,” 22) Six Lesvory in fefam, po 1.
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ter at the hub of the great trade rowtes between Europe, Asia,
and Africa; and was a city of religious shrines,

Muhwmmad was a descendent of Abraham through his
Egyptian wife Hagar and their son, Ishmael (spelled fomd '@ in
Arabic and pronounced ess-maw-cel). The authorities agree
that Ishmael™ is the “father”™ of the Arabian peoples and Tsaac
is the “father”™ of the Semitic peoples. (Bahd'u"lldh 15 believed
to be a descendent of Abruham through Abraham's thied wife,
Keturakh, b

It is interesting o nobe

ABRAHAM'S DESCENDENTS

Caliph (ca-leef) and the first Imam (eh=mom) of Islam, From
their union came Hasan (hass-san) and Husayn (ho-sane). the
second and third Iméms of Shi'th (she-ah) Islam abowt whom
wee will say more a little later on.

It waz Muhammad's habit 1o pray and meditate in a cave
on Mount Hira {or “Hirrd™) cutside Mecca. Around 610 A.D.
Muhammad heard a voice commanding Him to recite. Shoghi
Effendi affirms that Muhammad received His revelation in that
cave when He heard “the voice
of Gabriel bade Him “cry in the

that the Prophet-Founders of name of Thy Lord™"™
five world religions were I L ! After receiving the revela-
descendanis of Abraham: Sarah Hagar Keturah tion Muhammad returned home
Judaizsm, Christianity, Islam, * + * and told His wife Khadijih, who
and the Babi and Bahd'{ lzaac Ishmael (6 Sons) accepted it and became the first
Faiths. God promised Abra- * to believe in the prophethood of
ham: “in thee shall all the bluhammad.
families of the earth be JMDE-'ER i
(Judaism) Th[: '“_r’ 1]

Messed™ (Genesis 12:2-3) + Q

Muohommad,  (Whose 7 o The Quur'in {coor-on} 15 the

e E5US CHRIST : :

Name means hlgrl'nly pra- (Christianity) MuUBAMMAD Hﬂ]}. Book of all. Muslims.
ised™) was bom inlo  the {Islam} Muslims have no disagreement

Hishim (haw-shem) clan of
the Quraysh® tribe.  His
father, “Abdu’1ldh, died short-
Iy before His birth and His

{(The Tmdms}

about the accuracy and authen-
ticity of their Holy Book, the
Qurdn. They believe it is the
1 literal Word of God and they

mother, Aminah) passed THE _H-iﬁ e show extreme reverence for the
) . {Riibizm) BaHA U LLAH " )

away when He was just six, {The Buhd'i ord.  For example, a devout

He was sent to live with His Faith) Muslim will never put the Holy

grandfather  (“Abdu® |-Mut-
talib) who also died just two vears loter. Finally He was sent
to live with His paternal uncle, Abd Télib (aboo taleeb), who
reared Him to manhood.

Around 595 A D, when Muhammad was twenty-five, He
married a wealthy widow named Khwdijib (cod-ee-peh) who
was then forty, The four sons born of this union died in infan-
cy. Four daughters lived to be pdults. The most important of
these was Fitmih {faw-teh-meh).>

Fatimih married “Ali* {a-lee) who lter bacame the fourth

Quriin on the floor,

Cur"dn (lit, “reading” or “recitation”) is composed entire-
Iy of verses recited by Muhammad when revelation came upon
Him, Because He was illiterate, the Qur’in’s revelation was
considered even more mirsculous, Many of His early follow-
ers were assigned 1o commil these verses (o memory.

The Holy Qur'in was revealed in Arabic by Muhammad>
over 3 period of 23 vears, from 610 to 632 AD. Because
Arahic was the language of Mubammad's revelation, many
Muslims believe that Arabic is the language spoken by the

23} King James Hibde “And at for Fhwiael 1 have heand tiee: Behold, T have blessed him, ang will mske him frdfal, and will modiply hime
exceedimply; pwetve princes shall he beger, and [ will make him o grear nation.” Genesis 17:30. The “rwelve princes” is a reference vo the
Irckms of Shi ih [slam. {See the chart onop. 25,3 24) Moe that the Curaysh tribe had teo main brunches, the Umayyad and the Hashim. The
Umayyad branch eventually seized control of the Caliphate and brought great shame to the name of Islam. See *Abdu’]-Bahd's discussion in
chapter 11 of Some Apswered Ouestions, 25) Fitimih is the supreme woman of the Islamic Dispensation.  Followers of Shi*th Islam believe
that a special book was revealed w Fatmab o console ber following her Father's death. [t is called the “Sook of Fdumih,” Its contents were
unknown until 1858 when Bahi'o’lldh re-revealed it in Baghdad (bag-dad). He later changed s mame to the Hidden Words, See page |5,
limes 25 10 29 of Epistle to tive Sor of tee Wolll See also Marzich Gail's “Hook of Fdrimih™ note on p. 185 of the Episile. See also Lighes,
#1631 and #1632, 26) His full nome is “Ali-ibn-i-Abi-Tilib, See The Down-Breakers, Nabil s Narsaiive of the Balid 7 Revelarion by Mabil-
A zam, po il 27) God Passes By, po 93, 28) The Qur'in is the most widely read and memsorized book in the world. 29) “Adhbdw’l-Hahd
tells s that these ulterunces were writlen, “upon the bladebones of sheep, or on palm leaves” Some Answered Quesrions, p, 27
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angels in heaven, It is also widely believed that the Holy
Cur’dn can never be faithfully translated into any other lan-
Luage.

Compnised of 114 sdrihs (soo-rehs) or chapiers.  The
Qurdn is comprised of 114 sirihs (swe-rehs) or chapters that
are wrranged mechanically, from longest wo shorest, and com-
prise about 80,000 English words in ranslation. Except for the
Bahd'i Writings, the Holy Qur'dn is the only other “absolutely
authenticated™ Holy Book,»

The Bib emphatically declored that the Qur’dn was, “free
Srom gvvor,,." Shoghi Effendi further explained that, “The
Ribie is mot whotly anthentic, and in iy respect i maf o e
compared with the Qur'dn,.,,"™

It is of special note that the
renowned Bahd'i  scholar, Mirzs
‘Abu’l-Fadl (mere-zaw ab-ol-fozz-1),
stated categorically that “one-third of
the Koran consists of prophecies con-
cerning the approach of the Day of
God's coming, and the signs foreshad- |
owing the near arrival of the Canse of
God."™

Mubhammad's trihe—the Qur-
aysh—hod guardianship over Mecca's
most sacred shrine: the Ka'hih® {ca-
beh),  The Ka'bih is a large stone
building which housed some 360 idols,
one for each day on the ancient calen-
dar.>=

Set into the southeast corner on the outside of the Ka'bih
i5 the famous Black Stone, which is prohably a meteorite. This
stone symbolized the worship of the One God.

According to the Holy Qur'dn: “Abrahar, witk Isfomael,
raised the foundations of the House [the Ka'bih]." (2:121-
122 The Qur™in goes on to say that the Ka'hih was “The f[Trar
temple that was founded for manking™ (3:90)

Annual pilgrimages to Mecca were being made long
before Mubammad declared His Mission. Owver time these pil-
grimages had degenerated into idol worship,  MMuhammad
dencunced the worship of these idols in Hiz public teaching,

F‘opul.:rl:.l kmowm as ihe
Jorusalém's Mosqes of Omar is tha thed haolisst place
In kslam, If conthing the moock upan which Abraham is
said to have bwill his altar {Senesis 22:9) and which
was visiled by Muhammad during his night wision.

“Shun ve, therefore, the pollutions of idols.." (22:31)

His artack on idol worship brought Him into conflict with
His owm tribe and with the Meccan merchants who stood o
lose business if people stopped coming o worship idols at the
Fa'bah.

Muhammad became the object of the scom and dension of
most Meccans. It is said that thoms were strewn in His path as
He walked the streets of that town,

The oppression against Muhammad and His followers
was increased by a boveott imposed against Him. His uncle’s
leadership in the clan protected Him from being murdered out-
right.

Muhammad suffered a number of
personal reverses in @19 and 620, In
G619 Khadfjih, His beloved wife of 25
years, died. Shorly thereafier His
uncle and clan protecior, Abad Tilib,
also died. Muhammad then made an
unsuccessful attempt to establish His
Faith at Ta'if, a wown southwest of
Mecca

In 620 A.D, in the midst of these
difficulties, Muhammad experienced
the famous “Night Journey™ (Mi i,
me-raw]h.  According o some tradi-
tions,® a5 Muhammad lav aslesp one
night, His spint traveled to Jerusalem
and the site of Solomon's Temple and
from there He ascended into heaven.

Today the Dome of the Rock mosque marks the spot of
Muhammad's alleged poimt of departure. 11 15 the third holiest
site 1 all Islam (after Mecca and Medina) and the oldest sur-
viving specimen of Islamic architecture.

Originally Muslims faced Jerusalem in praver, In 624
AD, Mubamimiad changed the Qiblih (keb-leh) from Jerusalem
to Mecca. The Qiblih, or “Point of Adoration,” is the direction
one faces in prayer.

By 622 AD. Muhammad's encmics in Mecca were
becoming more aggressive and hostile each doy. A number of
pilgrims from the city of Yathrib {vass-reb) to the north came

Dome of tha HARaock,

30) Prior 1o 1931 Shoghi Efendi used Gearge Sale’s English transbation of the Qur’in for his translation of Qur’fnic quotations found in the
Bahi'f sncred Witings. Afier 193] he used James Rodwell's ranslation. James Heggle, Buahd 7 Keferences to Judaiom, Christignity, and
Fstar, Oxford: George Ronald, 1986, p. 247, 31) Shoghi Eendi, Advens of Divine Justice, p, 49, 32) Selections from e Wiitings of the
Bk, p. 46, 33) Lights of Guidance, #1688, p. 500, See also The Kinfb-i-lodn, p. 89 and ‘Abda'l-Bahd by Hosan Balyuzi, p. 145, 34) The
Bahd 't Progfs (Hujaja’l-Bahiyvih), transtated by Ali-Koli Khan, Wilmetle: Bahd'i Publishing Trust, 1983, pp. 134-5. 15) Ka'bih is also
spelbed Kaaha, Ka'ba, Ka'bah, and Kaabah, 361 Marzieh Gail, Siv Lessons in Islom, Wilmetie: Bahd'( Publishing Trust, 1953, p. 3. 37) Al
quotations from the Hely Qur'dn used in this anticle were taken from Rev. James M. Rodwell’s 1861 translation of The Ko, published by
Everyman's Library in %4, The numbering of the sirihs in this guide follows the conventienal numbering scheme of the majoricy of English
translations of the Qur'in, 38) Most Muslims believe Muhammad performed the Might Jownsey in tse fesh. Shaykh Ahmad (and later,
Sivyid Kdzim) aoght that Muhammad performed the Night Journey in His “subile hody,” or spirit,
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i Mecca, They were attracted 1o Muhammad's message and
embraced lslam. It was these new believers who offered
Muhammad sanctuary in Yathrib, The name of Yathnb was
later changed to Meding, which means “the city™ (of the
Prophet).

In 622 A.D. Muhaommad and seventy of His loval com-
panions emigrated 1o Yathreib, This emigration™ iz called the
“hij rih"® (hedge-ra) and it morks the beginning of the Muslim
calendar® being the year | AJH.* which corresponds 1o the
Christian date 622 A,

“Abdu'l-Bahd tells us that even at Medina the Meccans
“did not cease o oppress | Muhammad ); they united o exter-

Muhammad’s way. The Holy Qur'dn declares; “Let shere be
o cowmpuilsion in Religion.” (2:257)

[n &30 A D Muhammad encamped oatzide of Mecow with
ten thousand men, The Meccans had flagrantly violated the
lerms of the ten-year ruce Muhammad had made with them
and now the Meccans negotiated the terms of their surrender
with Muhammad.

Mow victorious, Mubammod ordered the purification of
the Ka'bah.  All the idols of Mecea were destroved by His
command,

Muhammad died in 632 A.D. He left no will® and was
unable to designate an uncontested successor. As stated in the

minate him and all his follow-
ers." Muhammad had no choice
but to safeguard the lives and
property of His community.  ~1f
this oppression had fallen only
upon hamsell he would have for-
given them..."® But since the
Woodthirsty Meccans sought to
cxterminate the entire Muslim
community Muohammod hed to
resist them.

All of Muhummiods military §

words of Bahd™u'lldh, He did say,
"Veritv. I leave amongss vou My
j twin weighty  festimonies; The
Bopk of God and My Family.™
Who would now bead 1slam?
According to a Shi'th tradition,
while Muhammad waz enroule
hack from Mecca to Medina after
His “farewell pilgrimage”, He
N stopped af a watening place and
g called “Alf to Him. “Then it was
d that ke took Als hands and ralied

engagements were of a defensive The Kaaba: kocated in Mecca, Saudi Arabia, it is the haliest site them,” saving, “*Whoever has me
g in the Muslim world and the foocal poind of tha hdj . § . .
e, He did not spread Islam ’ s Frix master has AN as is master
by the sword as many of His critics assen. It is true that afier  He a friend ro his friends, O Lond, and Be an enemy (o his ene-
Mubammad's deasth some of the Caliphs did expand the mies
Islaumic Empire by military means, but i

Help those who assist him and frusirate those wheo

thiz was oppose him,""™

39} See “Abda’l-Bahd's statement cited in Lighes, #1934, for the implications of a Messenger's exibe and banishment. 400 For centuries the
wiord “hegirn” has been wrongly translated to mean “flight™. See Philip Hiv, fbam: A Way of Life, Minneapelis: University of Minsesota,

1970, p. 14, 41) Shoghi Effends, Giod Passes By, Wilmette; Bahd' i Publishing Trast, 1944, 110, 227, * = Literally, “anno hegirne,” o vear
o the i)' rih —Ed. 42 Some Answered Qwestfons, Chapier 7. 4 number of pliched baitles pook places betereen the Muslims and the Meccans.

An the Batle of Badr (in 624 A.D. ) the Muslims, tough outnumbered three o one, comied the daw. Mext cams Uhud which wok place show
three males from Medina. At first the Battle of Uhud went well for the Medinans and the Meccans were on the poing of defeat when a por-
tion of the Medinan army broke ranks in ssarch of booty and this exposed their Aank,. The flow of the batile was reversed and the Medinans
were forced 1o retreal although the victoss themselves had been so hadly manked that they were unable w press bome their sdvantage and with-
drew.” BMaomen, Introduction o Shi'i Islam, p. 6. MNext came the Battle of the Trench (627 A.D.) in which Muhammad supervised the dig-
ging of trenches anound Medina which effectively thwarted the Meccan cavalry, “Affer the Basile of the Trench and the elimination of fevish
epposition, events moved swiftlv, ax Mishamad fel kimself strong emough te challenge the Meccans. Rather than inderrake direce military

corfromtarion, he devised a political siraragem. He and a large band of the faithiul, said fo aler more o thowsand, set o for Mecoa
el s an army b ax gilgrins desirous of visiting the saceed shrine, Az ke Muslint approsched the city, the Meccans sent out o delegation
i negeriaie with Muhammad, The owcome was @ pact known as the Treaty of Madaibiva, Mishamwad aod Fiz followers agreed bo puf off
thelr pilprimage wiril the follewing vear and the Meccans acknowledped their vight 1o make i The Cheraveh accepred Muhommad s righs 1o
preach and in offect ackrowiedped kis legitimecy. This diplewanic compromize mpset some of Mufammed s more sealons followers, bat it
demumiarraled ovice again M Muhommad was a flexible progmaric feader, not a favatic. He was willing ke see bood shed when necessary,

oy qf Heredr, Bat be wies also willing o negefiate and comprosiise 1o miitimize vielerce, ax ke did when he gereed fo the Treary of Hudaibive,

viliich served his abjecrives te establish Telar” Hin, Islam: A Way of Life, p, 51, 42) Some Answered Questions, p. 25, 44) Some Anseeered
Cheestions, p. 21 45) Acconding o seme inditionnl accounts Mubhammad called For wring materals o record His will and testamest
“Uimar, who wis io become [slam's third Caliph, refused. (The Life of Makomet by Emile Dermenghes, translated by Arsbella Yorke, Mew
York: The Dial Press, MCMXXX, 3370 460 The Kivdb-i-dgdn, p. 200, 47) The Sht 'l Religion by Dwight M. Donaldson, London: Luzac
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From Mubammad's many public and privaie remarks and
numeros fraditions it is clear that Muhammad intended thin
hits som-in=law Al should succeed Him as head of the Faith.
This did not happen.

Ader Muhammad's death, the various clans disputed over
who would lead Islam.  The choice narrowed 1o two: “Umar
and Abi ‘Ubaydah, both of whom refused the nomination.
Finally Abdi-Bakr® stepped forward and offered o pledge his
lovalty 1o either candidate. It was then the two nominces
pledged fealty to Abd-Bakr who became the first
Caliph
Islam. =

AP, the legini-
mate successor! o
Muhammad  kept
silent.  Following
the two vear reign
of Abd-Bakr (632-
4) "Umar T (h3d-44)
wis elected, and then
“Uthman {hdd-501.
Finally “Ali (656-661) was chosen
as the fourth Caliph of Islam. These four are called “The
Orthodox Caliphs”™ becouse ot that tme all Muslims outward-
Iy accepted these four. The division of Islam into two major
sects did not come oul into the open wntil after " Ali's death in
ail AT,

Sometime after the death of “Ali, Islam broke into two
rival factions. Those who believed that Islam’s leader coulkd be

{successor)  of

e g T

& ninatasnih canury dapiction ol tha haly cily of Madina

clected by the faithful were called Sunnis (sonn-nees). Sunni*
comes from “Sunna”, which means “the way.” What Sunnis
mican by this is that they are guided, first, by the Holy Qur’én,
and then by “hadith™ (had- eess), which are the reported
actions and sayings of Muhammad and a few of His close asso-
clales,
ahi'ths (she-chs) compnsed the second and smallest fac-
tion. “Shi'ih™ means the “partisan”™ or “supporier” (of *All.
ihi"ihs believe that spintual suthonty conmot be determined by
human election, but is genetic and divinely ordained, and pass-
g5 trom Muhammad to
Al and through, “rhe
descendants of AN
ard the Propher's
dawg hrter
Farima,m».=
The Umayyed
Drynasty, which
setzed the Caliphote
after the death of “Alf,
damaged the reputation of
[slam, ‘“Abdu’l-Bahi explained
that the seven- headed, ten-homed, red drogon spoken of in the
Book of Revelation is, “an allusion o the dvnasry of the
Umayyvads...”™
From those early days down o the present, the Sunnis
hove constituted the lagest prowp of Mushims,, compnsing
some cighty-five percent. The smaller faction—the Shi’ih"—
comprise only aboat Nfteen percent of all Muslims

& Company, 1933, p. 5. 451 Abad-Bakr was the father-in-law of Muhammad by the Prophet's marmiage o his daughier *&"isha (613-678).
He was a member of the Quraysh iibe, 49 HM, Balyozi, Muheomnad ard The Cowrse of fsfam, Oxfond: George Romabd, po 167, Shaghi
Effendi tells us that by this act the, “lawfil successors,” of Muhammad were, “nsarped.” of their suthorivy. {Wonld Crder of Boalid ' "' dh, p.
178,y 30 Shonly before His desih Mubhammad found that He was too il o lead the now raditenal Friday congregational prayer m the
miosgque. A widely respecied sadition states that Muhammad deputized Abs-Bakr io lead the prayers on His behalf, 1f true, this did msch o
strengthen Aba-Bakr's claim to be Muhammad's successor, Ancther mcadent recounted by H.M. Balyuz has Abu-Bake” making the public
announcement of Muohammsd's death, sayving: “Whoever worshipped the person of Muhammad, let him know that Muhammad hath died; and
whoever worshipped God, bet him know that God doth mot dee ™ {Mabammaed and The Conrse of Isbaen, p. 165 51 Shoghi Effendi =aid,
AN appoinnment was clear te the Khalifs [Caliphs], who acfuelly disregarded the Propivess [sic] oral statements.” “The worpation scoirred
immedimiely affer the Prophets [sac] death™ <Al did nor feel wagralifed, b wisted o avodd selidom, whick, srforanamely cowld por be pre-
verted”  (Lighes, #1665, 52 “Hy for the largest sect of Inlam, this inclides the four so-called orthodex secre: Harbalites, Hanafires,
Mulitites, Shafiites.... Sunnites regand the firer Callphs as legitimate swocessors of Mishamumad ard eecepr the " six anthertic” hooks of fe-
dirien, They believe tihe Caliph must be elected and st be o member of the Qurayefe—rhe Propher’s ribe” (From Marzsch Gail's Buhdd i
Gilossary, p. 49, 533) A potable presentation of this subject is Alfred Guillaume"s The Tradisions of Istam, Oxlord: Oxlord University Press,
1924, See Lights, #1435 for Bahd'i rearment of iredidonal informateon (Le., “pilgrim’s notes™). 54} Undersranding folam: An fnirodiecrion
1o the Miuslim World, p- 138, 35) 5hi'ihs al=o accept the Holy Qur'an amd many ol the hadiths revered by the Sunmi. In addison, the Shi‘ihs
acld the sayings and dodngs of te Iondms wo s adiths of their faith, 561 And there appeared a grear worder in beaven; and befolid o grear
red dragon, kaving seven heads arnd fen o, and seven crowes wpor kis heads, And kis wil drew the thind part of the starts of heaven, arnd
dicd casi them io the earth.” These signs are an allusion o the dyrasty of the Drmovads wive domirated the Wiharmadan religion. Seven
Sievads g seven crowRs mean seven cnmiries ard dominions over whick e Uﬂlﬁ':k’.'_‘-‘-ll'dlj ol ,'.n'.ln'rr."" [ Bowire Answered Cluestions, p. bH)
Also see Kevelations, Chapter 12, 57) Islam became the dominant religion of Iron around 650 AD. Today the lslamic Republic of lran is the
only government in which Shi‘ih slam is the siste religson. 38) The Imdms, “were nor @ group of contemporanies, like the Twelve Aposrles
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The Shiihs recognize certiin descendants of Muhammad
as spiritual leaders they call "Imdms” (ch-moms).*

The majerty of Shi*ihs accept all twelve Imdms.* Shi'ihs
who accept all twelve are called "Twelvers.” There are small-
er factions within Shi*th Islam that accept various subsets of
these teelve; some accept only the first four, others accept the
first six, ate.=

‘Al the son-in-law and cousin of Mohammad, was the
first Imaim of Shi"ih Islam, Shi*ihs, do not recognize the first
three Caliphs of Islam as legit-
imate and refer o them as
“usurpers.” They believe that
it was nod until “Al was made
Caliph that Islam had a legiti-
meake Caliph, or Imiim,

In addition 1w “AlT (the
first Imam) and Mubammad
ibm Hazan (the twelfth Imdm),
there are two other Imdm's
who should be mentioned here.
*Ali had two sens who suc-
ceeded him as Imdims, Hasan
and Husayn, These two gramd-
children of Muhammad were
the second and third Imims,
Both were opposed by the

THE TWELVE IMAMS
OF SHi'tH IsLam

1y *Ali-ibn-i-Abd-T4lib, the cousin and first
disciple of the Prophet (d, A, 661).
23 Husan, son of Al and Fatimih, (d. AL 670).
3) Husayn, son of "All and Fitimih, {d. A.D. 680).
41 “Ali, son of Husayn (d. AD, 712)

33 Muhammad-Bagir, grandson of Hasan (d. A.D. 734)
6) Ja'Tar-i-Sddig, son of Muhammad-Bagir (d. A.D. 765)
Th Miugd"l-Kizim, =on of Ja'far-i-Rddig (d. A.D. 799)
B) “Adi-ibn-i-Mosa'r-Rada, (d. A.D. B18)

9 Muharmmad-Tagl, son of Imam Kidi {d. A.D. 8335)
100 “Adi-Magi, son of Mubammad-Tagi (d. A.D. B6S)
11y Hasan-i-'Askar(, son of "Ali-Magi (d. A.D. #73)
12} Muhammead, son of Hagan-i-*Askar (d, AD, 873t

Yazid's artack on Husavn took place m Karbild (kar-bell-
aw) at midday on Friday, the tenth of Muharram {moh-ha-
ram). The tragic circumstances of Husayn's martyrdom has
become the most passionately commemorated event in all of
Shi'ah Islam. Throughout Trdn the mamyrdom of the Imdm
Husayn has been commemorated for hundreds of years with
a reenactment of that tragedy on the anniversary of s
evenLr. s *

For Bahd'is oo, the maryrdom of Husayn has special sig.
nificance. The Dhnwn-Breakers
records the Bah's vision of the
[méam Husayn, experienced in
the year before His Declar-
ation.®  This was the Bib's
first intimation of His impend-
ing Muanifestation

The line of Imdms lasted
anly 228 wvears, {(656-874
A0 According o Shi‘th
doctrine, there was also a
twellth Imdm,  Abu’l-Chisim
Muhammad ibn Hasan, ¥ who
1% siid to have disappeared (in
AH. 260874 AT and was
never seen agan. The legend
states that he didn't die, b

Umayyad clan of the Quraysh tribe,

Affter *All's death in 661 AD. Mo dwiyah seized the
Caliphate, (Hasan, the second Tmdm, is said to have been poi-
soned, allegedly on Mu'dwiyah's order.) Mu'iwivah's son,
Yazid I, succeeded his father as Caliph and ordered an artack
on Husayn, the third Imém of Shi'ih Islam.

wenl imta “oceuliation,” & mystical state in which he continued
to guide the faithful until his promised ‘return’.  Another
deseription of thiz state is that of the “Hidden Imdm."

In addition to the first, third. and twelfth Imdims, the lasi
Imdm who should be singled ou for special mention 15 the
sixth Imim. The sixth Imdim, Ja'far-i-Sddig® (jaa-far-ess-saw-

af Lemis, but Mubammid desigrated rhe first one " Al ard after that cach one designated bis successer™ This evele of an Imim designag.
ing o successor lasted 228 wears (6536874 AD) Donaldson, Op, O, pooxxiv, 3% Some other references to the Imdms in the Bahd'i
Writings: The Promived Day is Come, p. 108 The World Ovder of Bahd 'w'lldh, p. 102 Epderle o the Son of the Walll p. 90, and The Kitdh-
f= f'.gvjm, ™ 15, 6l Far o more detailed examination of these splils see Moojan Momen™s chapier, “Scheols Within Twelver S0 iham,” in his
bk, A Farroafaction so ST Folam, Mew Haven: Yabe University Press, 1985, pp. 220-232, 61 Bahd"u"ldh freguently refers o this evem
in His Wrtings. For example, see pp. 136; 128-9: 167-8; X35-236 of The Kitdh-i-fgdn. For a detibed narrative acemunt of the Imdm Husayn's
maryrdom read The Prince of Martyrs by Abw'l-Crisim Faizd, Oxford: George Ronald, 1977, 62) The recital of Husayn's sufferings is called
“Rawdib-khini™ (rose- ch-con-ce). The recivers are called “Rawdih-kbins"™ (rose-eh-cons). Rawdih-khini has become a profession. Momen,
An Introdaction fo She'i fsdam, po 119, * = As this date was later to coincide with the birthday of the Bib, the Bibi heroine Tihirih's decision
te shandon the traditional moeaming gark resalied in her being placed under house arrest by the govemnor of Karbila. —Ed.  &3) “fa My wixion
! saw the head of the Tedim Hesayr, che Siviidu'gh-Schadd ' [Prince of Manyrs], which was kanging upon a tree,  Deops of Blosd drippea
profuzely fram His lacerared throgr, With feelings of wisrpassed deligh, Tapproached thar ree and, stretchung forth My hands, gathered a
Sew drps of tat secred blood, aod drank them devoutly, When 1 awoke, T felt that the Spirit of Cod had permegied and token possession of
My sourl. My feart was thrilled with the foy of His Divine presence, and the mysreries af His Bevelavion were anfolded before My eves in aill
their glorme” The Dawn-Breakers, p. 257, 64) Shophi Effendi said “The Bab's descent from the mdm Musavn is re dowbt o proof of the valid-
it o thve Jrufonare,” Lighss, 81665, 1 = According b Ja'far, the brother of Hason-i-"Askard (the elevemth ITmidm), the Imdm died withoat beir,
a vicw which iz supported by the Bahd'l scholar and Hand of the Cause HM. Balyuzl. (See Balyozi, Mihammead and the Conwrse of Tsfam,
P 254-257.1 1t shouldd be noted that the naome given b the ebeventh [miim {i-* Askar) means “the seedless™. —Ed, 65) The .ﬁ'mf.fr-.i-.fquﬁu makes
miention of the 6ih Inidm on these pages: 79, 131-132, 241, 247, 248, 253-254 and 255, 66) The Dawn-Breakers, French footnote 83 on the
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deck), made a siriking prophecy relating to the Manifestation
ol the HBéahe

He will appear in the vear sixty and his name will be
plorified,"™  To Bahd'is this is seen as a prophetic reference
o the year 12640 (1844 A D) which is precisely the year of the
Manifestaton of the Bah.”

The shi'ths expect tao promised “refurns’
{eaw-"em) and the Imdm Husayn. The Qd'im means, “He
Who anmseth.”  As Baha'i. we recopmize that Siyvyd “Ali-
Muhammad (the Bdb) is the promised Qd'im and  Mirzd
Husavn “Ali {Bahd'w’llah) is the “retorm of the lméam
Huzayn, ™=

It is wecurate o say that the
Bahii'i Faith has i3 roots in Shitih
Islam.”™ The Ithna-"Asharivyih sect
of Shi‘th Islam, was the histonical sei-
ting out of which sprang—ftirst the
Biabhi—and evenivally the Bahi®i
Faith. Bahd'is also recogmze the
legitimacy of the Imdmate,” but this
recogniticn does not in any way con-
stitute an acceplance of validation of
some of the fantastic theones, tradi-
tons, superstiiions, and downmight
inventions of the various secls and
lemders of Shitih Islam,

the L 1m

Some Basic Teachings of Islam

Every major religion has some basic ariicles of Futh and
imposes on its followers certain obligations. “Five Pillars™ or
supports of faith are tought i lslam:

A spciman ol Arabiec caligrapty, th crafsmanahip of which
indicatas the infensity of the Musims' devolion to God.

* Hajj
* Lukat
Shahddih

The shandaih 15 the spoken confession of taith, which
makes clear o all who listen the role of God's Messenger:
“There ix wo god bl God and Muhammad is the Messenger of
Cerwd.”

Salal

The obhligation of prayer, or Saldr is performed five times
i day: ot dawn, at noon, in the late afternoon, at sunset, and at
might. These ritual prayers include speech and bodily move
ments and, by the inclusion of the
shahddih, make clear o all who lizien
the role of God's Messenger.

All prayers are offered facing the
chrection of the (hblih (keb-leh) or
“Paint of Adoration,” which is
Meccn, Babd'is choose from among
three obligatory prayers o recite
dinly and they foce the Most Holy
Tomb of Bahd™u'llih at  Bahiji,
Sl af the Bafud 7 world "7

Sawm

Sewm 15 the annual fast which
Muslims ohserve during the month of
Ramadin, the nminth month on the
Islamic lunar calendar™ This is a dawn-to-dusk fast which
lpsts from iwenty-cight o thiny doys, depending on the
appearance of the new moon.

During the daylight hours Muslims must refrain from bod-
ily appetites. The Muslim fast of Ramadan can be compared

= Shahidah
* Salat

with the Bahd'i fast which takes place during the ninetesnth
and lasi monih, “Ald (“Loftiness™). on the Badi™ solar calen-

= Sawm dar. 1t 15 o sunnse o sunset fast lasting from March second to

homom of page 250, The Holy Quran amscipated the reappearance of the Imédmate with the Bib in this verse: “Hereafter shall they come up
1o Him or a day whose lergilh siall be g thowsara of sl vears oy ve reckon,”  (Rodwell 22:4) One thousand lunar vears, added o the date
of the death of the 1 1th Imdm gives the daie 1260 AH, (1,000 + 60 AH = 12603, 1260 AH is equal to 1844 A, 67) Sec Shoghi Effendi’s
introduction o Tee Dawn-Breakers, p. xxul. GR) God Pasves By, po 4. 89) As cited in the Dispencation of Balud“u Tk, Bahid"w' ik iden-
{ifies Himself with the Tondm 'I-_I'||~.'||'_|.'n nrel confers on Him an, Yevcepiionslly exalied srator,” Lights, #1567, 700 Shoghi Effendi wroie, on
page xi in s Foreword 1o Ged Pasees By: “F shall seek ro represent and correlare, in however curtory a manrer, those momentous hap-
perings which have insensibly, relertlessly, and amder the very eves of sucoessive generaiions, perverse, indifferent or hostile, trams-
Soroed a heterodox and seemingly negligible affsheos of the Shavkhil sehool af the Thnd-" Agharivyily sect of ShiCik Islam info o world
religion wivase wnambered followery are organically ard ndissedufdy pried; . (Emphasas added ) 71 Shogha BEMendi sad that recog
nition of the, “legidmacy of the nstiranion of the Didmaie.” was an, “esseniial.” prereguisite of one’s, “admifrance (nio the Bafd 1 fold”
[The Proised Day is Come, Wilmene: Bahd'i Publishing Trost, 1980, p. 100 72) Shoght  Effendi, God Passer By, Wilmene: Bahd'i
Puhli;hing Trust, 1944, | 1L 7% Cne ¥EAr om the Muoslim calendar, *consisis af meelve lumner morrhs, some of nwerrv-nine, end some of ihie-
fy davr; their lemgiby vary becanse of the need o round owr a year otherwize only 25 days, 8 howrs, and 48 mimees fong.”  The Concive
Encyelopedia of Folam h:.' Cyril Glassé, Son Francisco: Harper & Row, Publishers, Inc., 1%8%.p, 82, W, Momtgomery Watt says that each
Christian century equals, “abur 102 Fdamic vears”. Muiosmmad: Propher and Stoeaman, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1961, p. 91, 74)
See Bahd T Waorld, Vol 15 (19791983, p. 60, The Badi® calemlar was developed by the Bib and beging with the year 12600 AH, which is
1844 A D The term “badi™ (bas-dee) means unigue or wonderful.  75) The Bayi-i- A" zam (bait-¢h-a-zam}, Bahd" v’ llik's Most Grean
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the twenty-first. Baha™'s too abstain from fond and drink dor-
ing the daylight howrs of the Fast
Hajj
Each male Muslim is to make a pilgrimage, or Haif, once
during his lifetime. There are a number of Important sites in
Medina and Mecca that the pilgrims visit and perform certain
rituals. After successfully performing all these duties one may
add the title Haj or Haji (haw-gee) 1o one’s name. Baha’ (= cur-
rently visit holy places in Huifa and “Akkd in Israel. In the
future—when one may travel in perfect freedom—Baha™i pil-
grims may choose o visit Bahd'u'lldh’s Most Great House™ in
Baghdad or the House of the Bdb in Shirdz™ Bahd'i pilgrims
do not earn a special title ke Hagi.
Falt
The specified pavment, or Zakdr, 1= like a 1ax on one’s

possessions. I pay e peid divecrly s the poor as ales, or o
fravelers, or fo the state,™ Zakit* very closely resembles the
Bahd™i institwtion of Huglgqu'lldh (ho-cop-ko-law), the literal
meaning of which is. “The Right of God". The law of
Huguigu™lldh is now binding on the Baha'is of the West.

Jihad (“struggle™) is sometimes referred 1o as a sixth pil-
lar. The concept of Jihad has also been interpreted in terms of
“holy war,” Although not obligatory, holy war was perritied
up until the time of Bahd"u’lldh. [t was not, as commonly sup-
posed, the way Tslam was spread, As mentioned earlier, in the
Haoly Qur'in Muhammad revealed: “Let there be no compil-
(2:257) Bahd'uw'llih forbade holy war in
His Dispensation. “We kave abolished the law fo wage haly
wilr against each amfer™™

st i Religion,™

2

House in Baghdad, is, “regarded as o cenrer of pllgrimage second 1o rone excepy the ciry of ‘Akkd..." —God Paszes By, p. 110, Th)
See Motes #54 (p 191 and #154 (pp. 230-231) and Cuestion #2320 (po 1 16) in The Kitdb-i-Agday, 1992, T7) The Concive Encyclopedia

af Falam, P 430
ter the Son of the Wolf, p. 25

* = As seen in paragraph 146 of the Kitib-i-Agdas, Bahi'ullih also made provisions for zakit —Ed. T8) Epdanle

(Continued from page 17)
fully Azal’s, and thereby prevented further divisions among
the Bibis.

Third, it provided contextual insights into why
Bahd u'llih chose to remove Himsell from Baghdad and
withdraw to the mouniaing of Kurdistan,2®

Also, Bohi'v’llih's denunciation in this Tablet of extrem-
ist Bihis who were seeking “liberation” from divine law poants
i growing factionalism among the Babis in early 1850s,

Furthermore, this work provides valuable insights into
Bahau'lldh's state of mind in the turbulent decade of the
18505, For instance, in one place, Bahid'v'llih expresses his
longing for Ceddis,* his companionship, and the comfort his
presence would have given Him had he been alive. His
anguish was perhaps due to the intense pressure resulting
from the martyrdom of the Bab and His heroes and heroines;
the rise of factionalism among the Babis, Azal’s failure 1o
unify the faithful and sccusations leveled against Him: and a
lifie of exile in a forcign land. Lastly, though no authoritative
translation of this Tablet is vet available, it must be clazsified
among the richest theological works of Bahda'u’lldh and will
fio doubt be an invaluable resource to future Baha™i scholars

who will help define a clear Baha'i theology, [

* The grestesi member of the initial band of eighteen followers, each of whom, unnided, sought owt and recognized the Bib before
His public declaration and who, along with the Bib, constimne the nincteen Letrers of the Living, —Ed.
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international pioneer to MNigeria and is the C.EQ. of member of the Central Texas Assoc, for Baha'i Studies.

(" A Matter of Fact )

J When "Abdu’l-Bahd undertook His historic journey to Europe and America
in 1911, His passage from Iltaly to England was aboard the steamship 5.5. Cedric. Many of His fellow
passengers opted to change ships upon their arrival in England and booked their transatlantic cross-
ing on the highly publicized maiden vovage of what was the most luxurious oceanliner of the time.

The American believers sent Him funds so0 that He could take a berth on the same ship, but the
Master graciously thanked the American friends, returned the money and remained aboard the Cedric.

And what was the name of the ship not taken? The 5.5, Tilawmic,

i(See ‘Abdu’l-Bahd by H.M. Balyuzi, p. 79)
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RECOMMENDED READING: ANANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY

Probably the most useful singleBahd& i resourcefor understanding various pointsabout IdamisLightsof
Guidance: A Bahd i ReferenceFile, compiled by Helen Hornby and published by the Bah& i Publishing
Trustin New Delhi. Thebrief index to 1samic topicswhich followswas derived from the second revised
and enlarged edition of Lights, whichwaspublishedin 1988.

Of coursethe principal doctrina work of the Bah& i DispensationisBahd u’ [lah'sKitéb-i-lgan, revedledin
Baghdad about 1862. It isthiswork, morethan any other, which holdsthe key to unlock the doors of
meaning, leading to an understanding of the secretshidden within Divine Revelation. Thelgan saysthat ‘dl
the Scripturesand the mysteriesthereof are condensed into thisbrief account. So much so, that werea
person to ponder awhilein hisheart, hewould discover from all that hath been said the mysteriesof the
Words of God, and would apprehend the meaning of whatever hath been manifested by that ideal King.” 1

TheKitab-i-lganisatreasury of information about Iam, Muhammad, theHoly Qur’ én, and the Imams.
Someexamples. Idamictraditions (hadiths) 237-48; Mi’ rg (Night Journey) 185; Q& im 243-247; Qiblih
49-52; Qur’an 200-201; 6th Imam 79, 131-132, 241, 243, 247, 248, 253-254, 255. 2

COMPARATIVERELIGION

F.E. Peters, Children of Abraham, Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1982. Paperback, 225 pages.
Comparessmilaritiesand differences between Judaism, Chrigtianity and I am. Chapterson Community
and Hierarchy, the Law, Scriptureand Tradition, The Liturgy, Asceticismand Mysticism, and Theol ogy.

William Montgomery Waitt, Mudim-Christian Encounters. Perceptionsand Misperceptions, London:
Routledge, 1991. Paperback, 164 pages.

Text of the Qur’ &n quoted to draw conclusionsabout perceptions of Jews, Christiansand Muslims. Past,
present and future encounters between Christianity and |slam discussed and projected.

INTRODUCTIONTOISLAM

Caesar E. Farah, Idam, New York: Barron’s Educational Series, Inc., 4th edition, 1987. Paperback, 351
pages. Good reference work. Includes chapterson Idam’sbeliefsand obligationsaswell asthevarious
shadesof belief that dividethe sectsof Idam. Containsaglossary and auseful recommended reading list.

Marzieh Gail, Six Lessonson Idam, Wilmette: Baha' i Publishing Trust, 1953. 34 pages. Sadly, thisbrief but
superb introduction to Idam hasbeen out of print since 1969. Count yoursalf lucky if you can obtaina
copy. Ms. Galil isthetrandator of anumber of important Baha' i books such asThe Seven Valleysand the
Four Valleys(with her father, * Ali Kuli Khan), The Secret of Divine Civilization, Memoridsof the Faithful,
and My Memoriesof Bah& u'llah. Sheisa so theauthor of many scholarly works.

Marzieh Gail, Baha i Glossary, Wilmette: Baha' i Publishing Trust, 1969. Paper, 56 pages. Another
important work out of print. Thisismorethan aglossary and pronunciation guide. Containsaweal th of
scholarship and numerousreferencesthat correlatethe Bahd i Faith to itsldlamic background.




Philip Hitti, TheArabs: A Short History, Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1943. Second revised
paperback edition, 1970, 278 pages. Possibly the most popular history of the Arabsever writtenin English.
Places|dam withinthe context of itstimesand tracesitsevol ution to modern times. Very readable.

ThomasW. Lippman, Understanding Ilam: An Introduction to the Muslim World, New York Mentor
Books, revised edition, 1990. Paperback, 194 pages. Lippman was Cairo bureau chief for the Washington
Post. Hewritesclearly and insightfully. Coversldam up to the present, including the Khomenini regimeand
the Sdman Rushdieaffair.

HADITH

AllamaSir Abdullah Al-Manun Al-Suhrawardy, The Sayingsof Muhammad, London: John Murray, 1938,
128 pages. 439 sayingsof Muhammad, arranged topicaly (e.g., abstinence, backbiting, learning, reason,
sn, etc.) and written smply and clearly.

Alfred Guillaume, TheTraditionsof Iam, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1924. A classic work long out
of print. You may beabletofind acopy inauniversity library.

LIFEOF MUHAMMAD

‘Abdu’1-Baha, SomeAnswered Questions, Wilmette: Baha' i Publishing Trust, 1964, chapter 7. Very brief
biography of Muhammad'scareer. ExplainsBible propheciesrelating to Idamin general and Muhammad
and‘Ali inparticular.

H.M. Balyuzi, Muhammad and The Course of Iam, Oxford: George Ronald, 1976, Part |, Chapters 1-
18. Excellent examination of Muhammad'sLife. Correlatesthe authentic Shi’ ahtraditionsto eventsinearly
Idam.

Ibn-Hisham, TheLifeof Muhammad, trandated by Alfred Guillaume, London: Oxford University Press,
1955. Reprinted in paper by Karachi’s Oxford University Pressin 1967, 7th impression 1982. Paperback,
813 pages. Thisisthebiography of Muhammad. An exhaustively detailed work whichwill daunt al but the
most tirelessreader. Asone example of itstediousness, thenamesof every participant who engagedinthe
Battle of Badr—on either sidel—arelisted between pages 327 and 339.

W. Montgomery Watt, Muhammad: Prophet and Statesman, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1961.
Paperback edition, 1974, 250 pages. Professor Watt was Professor of Arabic and slamic Studiesat the
University of Edinburgh. Heisone of themost respected orientalistsin theworld. Hisbiography of
Muhammad isobjective, scholarly and readable.




ENGLISH TRANSLATIONSOF THE HOLY QUR’AN
‘ Abdullah Yusuf * Ali, TheHoly Qur’ an, Brentwood, Maryland: Amana Corporation, 1989.

Thistrand ation was onerecommended by Marzieh Gail inher Six LessonsOn Idam asbeing ‘ mechanically
themost legible and accessible of dl’ (p. 20). Dr. Peter Khan (whowasraised aMudim) also
recommendeditinhis’ Ingtituteon Idlam’, Davenport, lowa, November, 1971 (audiotape).

A.J. Arberry, TheKoran Interpreted, New York: Collier Books, MacMillan Publishing Company, 1955.
Two volumes printed between the covers of one paperback. H.M. Bayuzi, the distingui shed biographer of
the Livesof Muhammad, theBab, Baha u’llah, and * Abdu’ I-Baha, used thistrandation for Qur’ anic
quotationsin hisnarratives.

JM. Rodwell, TheKoran, London: Everyman’sLibrary, 1909. In 1987 the Guernsey Pressreprinted this
trandation in paperback. Thisisthetrandation Shoghi Effendi used from 1931 (Kitab-i-1gan) onward for
trand ating Qur’ anic quotationsfound in the Sacred Writings. Rodwel | organized thistrandationin
chronological order, rather than the usual mechanical order of longest surihsto shortest. Fortunately,
Everyman'sLibrary printed atablein thefront of the book by which one can easily trandatethe surihsfrom
Rodwell’sschemeto the standard arrangement.

George Sale, TheKoran, London: K. Paul, Trench, Trubner & Co., Ltd, 1896. Prior to 1931 Shoghi
Effendi used thistrandation asan aid to trand ating quotationsfrom the Qur’ an found in the Baha& i Writings.

STUDY OF THE QUR’AN

‘ Abdu’ I-Baha, The Secret of Divine Civilization, trandated by Marzieh Gail, Wilmette: Bah& i Publishing
Trust, 1970. Thisbook containsawealth of Qur’ anic quotations (footnoted) and many referencesto Idamic
culture,

Baha u'l1&h, Kitdb-i-lgan, Wilmette: Bah& i Publishing Trust, 1950. The lgan containsmorethan 140
quotationsof versesfromtheHoly Qur’ an.

Introduction to the Study of the Qur’ an, Wilmette: Bah& i Publishing Trust, 1976. Paper, 21 pages. Ten
lessonsarranged topically. (It was Shoghi Effendi’srecommendation that the Qur’ an be studied topically.)
Lessons. 1) TheQur’ an: What it Claimsto be; 2) The Nature of God; 3) Divine Unity; 4) The Prophet of
God; 5) TheLifeof the Spirit; 6) Spiritua Laws; 7) Temporal Laws; 8) TheNext Life; 9) TheLatter Day;
10) The Judgmentsof God.

SHI’AH ISLAM

Browne, E.G, * Distinguishing Featuresof Shi’ah Idam’, Quoted in the Introductionto The Dawn-Breakers,
Wilmette: Bah& i Publishing Trust, 1962, pp. li-lvii. Excellent introduction to variousaspectsof Shi’ahldam.

Dwight M. Donaldson, The Shi’ ite Religion, London: Luzac & Company, 1933. 393 pages. Thevery best
singlework onthelmamsthiswriter hasfound. Again, theage of thiswork restrictsitsavailability to
university librariesand private collections.




Abu'I-Qasm Faizi, The Prince of Martyrs[Imam Husayn], Oxford: George Ronald, 1977. A moving
account of the martyrdom of the Imam Husayn.

Moojan Momen, An Introductionto Shi’i ISlam, Oxford: George Ronald, 1985. Paperback, 397 pages. An
invaluablereferencework. Thisexhaustively researched book yiedsacl osaly written examination of many
aspectsof Shi’ah Idam, covering the period fromitsinceptionto the present. Containsmany useful charts
andtables, aglossary, illustrations, and aval uabl e sel ect bibliography of sources.

[End]




