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Some Sources Consulted for this Presentation

Flve Books

THE GREAT
AFRICAN SAFARI

’ Years

q by Mrs.

S\l Violette
® - L ELUEVEDT

(shown with Mr. ‘Ali

Nakhjavani, her
husband).
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The Green Light Expedition

of Ruh{yyih Rabbani
Part 2 Surinam




‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921)

.47 5 Shoghi Effendi Rabbani (1897-1957)

1 May Maxwell (1870-1940)

~  William Sutherland Maxwell
(1874-1952)

‘ :\ Mary Maxwell (1910-2000)
' ‘Amatu’l-Baha Ruhiyyih

= Khanum



ay.Ellis Bolles (Maxwell) 1870-194(



ay.Ellis Bolles (Maxwell) 1870-194(
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When May reached Akka
and met ‘Abdu’l-Baha she
was amazed to discover He
was the same Man she had

‘ seen in her vision years
' before.



Edward & Lua
Getsinger were
among the the

earliest Baha'is
of North

America.




Louisa (“Lua”) Aurora
Moore Getsinger

(1871-1916)

‘Herald of the

Covenant’ ‘Mother
- Teacher of the West’




Phoebe Hearst
(1842-1919)

Financed the
First Western
Pilgrimage of
1898-1899




First Western Pilgrims

(Mrs. Hearst not in this photo.)







May Bolles was ill
at that time.










May Bolles (Maxwell)

“Of that first meeting, | can remember
neither joy nor pain, nor anything that |
can name. | had been carried suddenly to
too great a height, my soul had come in
contact with the Divine Spirit, and this
force, so pure, so holy, so mighty, had
overwhelmed me ... We could not
remove our eyes from His glorious face ...
existence seemed suspended; and when
He arose and suddenly left us, we came
back with a start to life; but never again,
oh! never again, thank God, the same life
on this earth.”
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m Sutherland Maxwell 1874-
1952)



William
Mitherland
Maxwell as a
young man




William
sitherland
Maxwell & his
bride May Bolles

1902
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Wings of Hotel Chateau Frontenace designed by
WSM and his brother.
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".;,Ey ¢ 15 designs
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9‘26 National
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MONTREAL ARCHITECTS HONORED BY P.J )'\/\

LOUIS A AMOS W. S, MAXWELL PERCY E. NOoBsBs
With Profes . ors Kamsay Tragoair and Jules Poisvert, Jhe above Montreal architects were honore
for Jieir ortstanding contributions o (he profession, with the presentation of bronege medals of th
Provinee ul Quebec \\ ociation of Architeets at the Awociation s anoual banguet last evening 2
Uu Cervle | piversitaire, Montreal. An acevant of the procecdings will e publishied in these colun
T Tew

William Sutherland Maxwell honored
for his architectural work in 1939.



PART |
The Early Years
1910-1937
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Mary Sutherland Max
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ay choose

choice but His.”

3
L

~This is the best choice,
B the'Will of God is the
@ best choice.”




My dear Agnes, “I am
going to confide to a
secret. Our dear Lord
has favored His
maidservant past all her
hope ... In a few months
Inshallah, the babe He is
sending to my husband
and me will be born ...




Mary Sutherland R
Maxwell

Born August 8, .
1910 in New - i 44
York City




In thexgarden of exisStenceiy.ose
hati? bloomed with theiniost

Jreshuess, fragrance and bedity)
Educqte lier accordmg o)tiie dvine
teachmgs So, that she

1y, STOW UPHO
be a real' Baha trandsiiye with all

thy hedargihat ste nigyyeceive the
Holy Spirit:

— Abdu [-Baha



‘Abdu’l-Baha’s North
American Tour 1912

April - December




‘Abdu’l-Bah# arrives at
Montreal Railway
» Station Angust 30, 1912

4
!




5 - oa Se | -
Y \’. Tapt ey “.‘ o ’ ‘.’*; 'Y
R, o oG WY -‘
.~ n . - t)
= ' - N - . -
; o L N : ' r \
. " N a V)
A . 5 S ‘
N * "‘ ) = \ 34 —_— —
e Lo ."~ . ¥
p : 8~ Y g ".;. N -
CRII A g =
) .’,-‘ -1 ] { —
3 v NP
-
o
’\ >

gz nine’ - tuﬂhl

ThlS IS my home.
EE S

s. ¢ Abdru’PBaha ’S wﬁ)rﬂ’ﬂlpon entering ~the
-~ Maxwell ho ’




“Wake up ,

‘Abdu’l-Baha!”
o, .
oo

2 year old Mary



Some Scenes of Montreal, Canada
where Mary Maxwell grew up ==
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May Maxwell

' . 7 “This picture reveals
o 2 il ; "" almost all of Mary. If we
were so developed that

.M we could see the inner

. j‘? “things as well as the outer
‘we would know all about
. Mary by studying this
plcture Here she is in her
own world—the kingdom
of Nature which she so
loves ...
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Young Mary
associated
with the
leading
Baha’is of
the West
from her
earliest days

Martha Root
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Marion
“General” Jack
who the
Guardian later
said was an
“example” to
future pioneers.




Young Mary
plays an
angel In a
Green Acre

play.
(Type casting?)




May and young Mary.
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Photo Taken in
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.i/.t"', viaxuwell, age
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’ ‘ ’ ~ g e e
2. riding /’('.’!1 mn front of the Western /).il’.i 11

1923
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/

10USE,

Haifa,

Age 12, riding
‘Pelty’ In Iront ol
the Western
P1igrim House,
Halla. 1923.



@ Shoghi Eliendi
\‘ ‘ near in time
when Mary

’ Maxwell first
~met him.






Mary does the
“Egyptian
shimmy” for the
Greatest Holy Leal
who IS overcome
With laughter.




Mﬂl'Y was
ﬂCCO[]ﬂllle(l DY
it

" argame ‘Daisy’
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Age 16
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My dear co-worker:

| am much pleased to learn of
your growing activities in the
- Cause & | will supplicate from the
depths of my heart in your behalf
at the holy Shrines that the
Beloved may graciously guide you
& assist you to render
inestimable services to His Cause
in the days to come.

|

? Letterfrom Your true brother,

G.l.lr'.ll.m - Shoghi



15t blrth ay She
was'e cted to the
BLSA ofMontreal.
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September 1933
Age 23




Mary at Green AG
- where Shega
course on the Dawn-

.\ Breakers in 1934
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Only photograph
of three Maxwells

together in
Canada, 1927.




Mary and her
mother in

p— Brussels,
B Belgium in 1935.







Pilgrimage to Baha’i Shrines in Israel begins
January 12t 1937
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1 | “The Guardian is
sl | 2 married and you will

A2 el never guess to whom.”
Port Said, Egypt



SRR (Wo volumes of ‘Pilgrim’s

QRIS of Mary and her Mother
el VEan-Mar 1937) ‘go viral’

BRI se quite a stir at the

“W : J)(c & = =
ibbpmiiional Convention In

E-CSSEPR DG 2 of The Maxwell’s of Monireal.
[My own attempt at Pilgrim Notes in 1967.]




PART II
Years ol Marriage
1937-1957
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Mother & Father-in-Law of Shoghi Eifendi
May & William Sutherland Maxwell
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No one, with the exception of his parents, my parents and a
brother and two;sisters of his living in Haifa, knew it
[marriage] was fo fake place. He felf strongly urged to keep it
a secret, knowing from past experience how much trouble any
major eyent in the Cause invariably stirred up. It was
therefore a stunning surprise to/both the'seryaniy-and the
local Bahd‘is when his chanifienr/drove himm off, With'fiie,,
beside him, to visit the Holy Tomb oi Bahd'u’lldh on the
affernoon of 24 Marchi1937.

Mother & Father-in-Law of Shoghi Efiendi
May & Willlam Sutherland Maxwell



When'we arrived-atBahji-and entered-the'Shrine
herequested me to give him his ring, which I was
still wearing concealed about my neck, and:this
he placed on the ring-finger of my right hand, the
same finger that corresponded to the one of his
own on which he himseli had always worn it. This
was the only gesture he made. ... Aiter he had
chanted the Tahlet of Visitation we came bhack to
Haiia and in the room of the Greatest Holy Leali
our actual marriage took place ...






THERE was no celebration, no fiowers, no
claboraie ceremony, no wedding dress; no
recepiion. ... At dinner-iime, quite as-usual,
the Guardian appeared, showering his:love and
congraiulations on my mother-and’iather. ...
My parents:also sigsnedthe marriage certiiicaie
and aifer dinner-and these events were over I
walked home with Shoghi Efiendi ... . We sat
for a while with'the Guardian's family and then
went up 1o his'two'rooms which the Greatest
Holy Leal had had built-for-him so0.long ago.



NBOUEBAAABEAS



Amatu’l-Baha

‘Handmaid ol the
Most High’

Ruhiyyih
‘Spirir’

Khanum
‘Lady’
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1937-04-03
The Montreal
Gazette (Canada)

Mary Maxwell’s
Wedding to
Shoghi Effendi

Rabbani

SOURCE:
Google Timeline
Newspapers

Miss Mary Maxwell. anly daughier of Mr. and Mrs. William
Sutherland Maxwell, of Montreal, whose marriage to Shoghi Effendi
Rabbani, Guardian of the Baha'i Faith, which took place in Haifa,
Palestine, on Saturday last, is announced. Mr, and Mrs. Maxwell
were present atl the ceremony. The bride and groom will hive In
Haifa, which Is the centre of this faith. The groom is the grandson
of Sin Abdul Baha Abbas and great-grandson of Baha ‘ollah, founder
of the movemenl and formulator of its principles.




1939-1945

f i ‘



The Passing of May Maxwell in
Argentina in 1940

‘Amatu’l-Baha loses
her ‘soul-mate’







Ruhiyyih Khanum said
the symbols of the
columns and the lion

best expressed her
mother’s nature of
€1 courage and
steadiastness. “...[She

i Samewas lionlike in her
ok “-dourage and a true
amfs - Dillar of the Faith In
" every way.”

-




Shoghi Effendi’s attempts to console
Ruhiyyih Khanum over the loss of her
mother by telling her how her mother was
going around the Abha Kingdom saying,
“Do let me tell you about my daughter.”
until each holy soul became tired and
passed her on to someone else.

p.38 A Tribute o ‘Amain’l-Baha Ruhiyyih Khanum
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By 1941 all of ‘Abdw’l-Baha’s family had abandoned the
Guardian. From that date forward ‘Amatu’l-Baha hecame

shoghi Efiendr’s principal secretary.
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Ruhlyylh Khanum’s

[ §

so hard during his 'vacation Befaref
and | am sure | didn't! He oftenffa

'this book is killing me' to whh ]~S

invariably answer 'me to

/



Mount Carmel around







First 6 rooms under construction by the
Master




First 6 rooms completed in the time of the
Master




Some early changes by the Guardian




William Sutherland Maxwell’s watercolor of design for the Shrine of the Bab
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shoghi Efiendi

clevates William
sutherland

Maxwell to the
rank of Hand ol
the Cause of God
on 24 December
1951 In the First
contingent of 12

Hands named.




20 March 1952

William Sutherland Maxwell, Hand:of the Cause of
Goil} architect of the Shrine of the Bab, diesin
Montréal 3 months aiter:being named Hand.
Mioghi Eiienm nameda door In his Shrine aiter
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‘THE mantle of Hand oi Cause f
now falls upon the shoulders 0i
his distinguished (laugmer
‘Amafu’l-Baha Ruhiyyih
Khanum, who has already I
rendered and s still rendering;
manifold no less meritorions. =

=

seli-sacrificing services at World
Center of Faith of Baha'ullah.’ *

Shoghi Eifendi |
26 March 1952 |



Baha'i House of Worship
all are welcome
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Reading Shoghi
_ Eiiendr’s address
f  atihe dedication
\\ \

. ‘ﬁ‘



Donates Maxwell House to the National
Spiritual Assembly of Canada

oEn

i [FE 0L i
jEE R AR :
1548, Pine Avenue We__sl

£}






~ LONDONNOV4,1957 When I went fo his room
-~ | inthe morning to ask
‘=~ him how he was I did
. not recognize that he
Q % was dead. His eyes
were hali-open with no
'~ look of pain, alarm or
L | surprise in them. He
| lay as if he had
| wakened up and was
. := Qquietly thinking about
g 7= something In a relaxed
B ke and comfortable
position.
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b

o HOWRS ORF GuATdian,
= King of the world. We
Know he was noble
becausche wasour
Guardian. We know that

God gave him peace in the
end. But as I looked at him

e Bl T CORI CRIRK OF WaS —
NS0 7 how beautital he s, how
&f beantiful!”
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PART Il
The Interregnum
1957-1963



The Interregnum 1957-1963

interregnum

Temporary authority or rule
exercised during a vacancy of the
throne or a suspension of the

normal government.
- New Shorter Oxford English Dictionary




Two Chiel Tasks ol the Hands during the
[nterregnum:

1. Complete the goals of the 10 Year
Wworld Crusade (1953-1963).

2. Arrange Ior the Election of the
Universal House Justice at the end ol
the World Crusade (1963).
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Kampala _,
cornerstone laying .
1958

Though still grieving,
she wore the clothing
chosen by Shoghi
Eliendi for this
occasion.







14 January 1961

Dedication of Mothel,
Temple of Alrica
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“Amatw’l-Baha l(llalllllll recalls
Slloglll Eﬁelllll at the World

b% & Congress
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Khanum with
‘Uncle Fred’ - the
15t Australian
y aborigine who had
m nhever flown in a
plane heiore the
London Congress

(Airplane:
v a ‘Kangaroo pouch”™)




PART IV
Leading Ambassadress of the
Baha'l Faith
1964 - 1997









With Prime

Minister
K Indira
SN Gandhi (who
C wa)
assassinated
13 days

later).




: Comerslone (977‘
DeﬂlCﬂlmll 1986
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‘ BAHAI HOUSE OF
WORSHIP OF THE
INDIAN SUB-CONTINENT

(

(

DEDICATION CELEBRATION
DEC. 23-27, 1986










sne “SHYEme the g1it of life; but better Sl the
@beloyed mother 0i my soul’;‘&“’ e
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Covered 36,000 miles
overland

Met 19 Heads of State
Over 40,000 people

Addressed 410 gatherings

51 newspaper int.
42 radio interviews

20 TV interviews




Allgusi’l!) .
January1973









BAHAI CENTRE




Bolswana
1972




l)ed\icalictn Panama
- House of Worship - 1972

~



2 NOVEMBER 1972

LT

AMATULBAHA RUHIYYIH RABBANI CARE YAZDI
NATROBI KENYA

YOUR TRAVELS AFRICAN CONTINENT UNIQUE
UNPARALLELED IN NUMBER COUNTRIES VISITED
HEADS STATE INTERVIEWED EXTENSIVE
PUBLICITY OBTAINED LOVING ENCOURAGEMENT
SPIRITUAL STIMULATION IMPARTED STANDARD
HEROISM EXAMPLE SELFSACRIFICE EVINCED OVER
SUCH LONG PERIOD UNDER SUCH ARDUOUS
CONDITIONS STOP FEEL ASSURED GLORIOUS
SPIRIT BELOVED GUARDIAN



RADITANT SOULS YOUR DISTINGUISHED PARENTS
HIGHLY ELATED SINGULARLY PROUD OVER RANGE
QUALITY RESULTS YOUR SPLENDID ENDEAVOURS
STOP LOVING THOUGHTS TENDERLY WITH YOU
THIS DAY FERVENTLY PRAYING SHRINES
BLESSINGS BAHAULLAH MAY INCREASINGLY
SURROUND YOU GUIDE YOUR STEPS REINFORCE
PRODIGIOUS EFFORTS STOP SPIRIT YOUR LOVE
FIDELITY DEDICATION SO BRILLIANTLY
DEMONSTRATED SETS SHINING EXAMPLE HIS
ARDENT LOVERS LABOURING ALL CONTINENTS AND
COUNTLESS GENERATIONS YET UNBORN WITH
DEEPEST AFFECTION

UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE
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Paris 1974 ‘e
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With Leorha Smlmg (Hopsapple)

Armstrong “Spiritual Mother ol South
- America”
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Robbers murder Hand of
the Cause of God, Enoch
Olinga - 1979

Ruhfyyih Khénum publishesSed®
“The Story of Enoch Olinga” "\
in 1984
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IF YOU HAVE A MESSAGE FOR
MISS REVELL OR WISH TO SEE
HER, PLEASE GO TO THE
KITCHEN DOOR OF THE
MASTER’S HOUSE AND ASK TO
SEE HER.

AMATU’L-BAHA RUHIYYIH KHANUM
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Hands, Counsellors, and Mrs. Featherstone on the steps of the International Teaching Centre - 1988



Dedication of

the Maxwell :

Baha’l School
1089






Depositing the Scroll of
the “Knights of
Baha’u’llah” in the
Threshold of the Most
Holy Tomb.

Hundreth Anniversary of
the passing of Baha’u’llah.
1992
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Rihiyyih Khanum was at once

A Hand of the Cause of God

The leading Ambassadress of the Baha’i
Faith

A writer

A poet

A playright

A public speaker

A world traveller

A documentary filmmaker
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A life so noble in its provenance, so crucial to the
preservation of the Faith’s integrity, and so rich in its
dedicated, uninterrupted and selfless service, moves

us to call for befitting commemorations ... With
yearning hearts, we supplicate at the Holy Threshold
for inifinite heavenly bounties to surround her soul,
as she assumes her rightful and well-earned position
among the exalted company in the Abha Kingdom.
-The Universal House of Justice
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THE

Twenty-Five Years
of the

SHOG

BAHA'L'LLANH

THE DESIRI
OF
THE WORLD

Twenty-Five Years
of the
Guardianship

RUHIYYIH KHANUM

1946
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Where to P‘ioﬁéer
What to Do When You Get There
Depression
Problems that Face Pioneers

A Short Course on How to Love Your
Fellowmen

The Pioneer and the Administration
Public Contacts
Patience
"Culture Shock”
How to Speak

Laziness ﬁ vstoms and Clocks
Ay OF :
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A MANUAL

FOR PIONEERS
Rihiyyih Rabbani
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A MANUAL

FOR PIONEERS 5 o
Rihiyyih Rabbani B BAHA'U'LLAH

With an Introduction
by
The Hand of the Cause

Amatu’l-Baha Ruhiyyih Khanum

THE DESIRE
OF

THE WORLD
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“Growing Pains of a Local Spiritual Assembly,”

The:Community Development.Committee's first
recording; "Growing'Pains of a Local Spiritual
Assembly"” is about the'conduct, duties, and
responsibilities of the assembly, its members and its
officers. This playlet was:written by-Hand-of the Cause
‘Amatu’l-Baha Ruhiyyih Khanum;:portraying in
humorous but-effective manner-the-mistakes, the
planning; the devotion and the.earnestness evident|in
assembly meetings. It was produced. by a.group of
professional - Baha'is:in'California. The.Committee has
made a gift ofa tape to'‘each local assembly. Others may
wish copies and these are now available.for the use of
Baha'is only. It should not'be-used-in-firesides.
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‘Amatu’l-Baha Ruhiyyih Khanum wrote and
directed two documentary motion picture
films:

- The “Green Light Expedition” covering an 8,000

mile journey through the Amazon Basin, the
Peruvian and Bolivian altiplano, all the way to the
Bush Negroes ol Suriname.

- “The Pllsrimage” a visual pilgrimage to the Baha’i
Holy Shrines in Haiia and ‘Akka, with ‘Amatu’l-
Baha as guide.



CANADA

PASSPORT
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