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Registration plans 
for World Congress 
under way in Apri I 
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WORLD CONGRESS 

~ plnns for the IQ02 &ha'i World 
Conpess c-elebrahon of the cenleMI)' of 
the Covenant of&ha ·u'llah are advancing 
r.ip1dl) Tlle World Coogrds Logistics 
Office 1s pleased to offer the following 
information 

Who Ma\ Attend . In :1ccord:rnee with 
• 

the gwchnce from the Un1vers.'.ll House of 
JustJ~ . .>duh Baha' lS 1n good sunding and 
&Ju'1 children O\'er 12 years of ::1ge (born 
before Dcc:ember I, 1980) are eligible to 
reglSUr .l.nd attend the Congl"t'$$. 

Parents are discouraged from bringing 
rheir chjldren under the :ige of 12 (as of Lhe 
World Congress dates) to New York City 
since the Universal House of Justice deter· 
mined that under the circumstances, -ii is 
in1possiblc to provide a progr.in1 for chil · 
dren at the World Congress or lo permil 
children under lhc age of 12 10 auend the 
Congress" 

Children c:innot be left in hotels un:11-
1ended Ho<el personnel rll!ly cont.icl civil 
authorities to remove the children should 
they be found running 111 the h.'l llways, 
plnying in the elevntors. or cre.iting other 
disturbances Parents arc wnmed thnl if the 
c ivil au1hori1ies are C31led by hotel person­
nel. p.~rents will be held liable for their 
unsupervised children. 

Registrat ion Revie\~. Regislration for 
this uniqU('ly spiri tual evcnl will offici111ly 
open on April I , 1991. for a period of abou1 
one year. l11e regis tration materials will be 
printed in the three officia l langu.1gcs 
(English, French and Spanish) designated 
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New look, new vision of excellence 
to characterize The American Baha•i 

A brand new look- and :i ne\I,• vision of excellence in service to the Cnusc. 
For more dwl 20 years. The AllU'ncnn Balui 'I was produced using -1radi1ion:1l" 

methods--that is. with w:u. scissors and 3 T-square. Some months :igo. however, the 
National Spiritual Assembly decided to enlnrge the scope Mid direction of the newsp.1-
per, .l.nd to bring its method of production in line with recent tec:hnologic:il 3dvanccs in 
the tndustry 

New suatc-of-the-an desktop publishing equipment W11.S ordered. and this n1onth's 
issue is the first to be produced on that equipnlenl. We hope you like the new look; beyond 
that. we MC confident that you will 3pprcciatc the new direction 7711' A111tncon Bahn 'i i.s 
to bite in the months and years ~d. one th.it minors the vision of the N;itional Spiritual 
Assembly .l.nd the goals of the Universal House of Just ic-e for the Six Year Pl3n, Lhe 
completion of the Arc on Mount Oumel, the Holy Y ear of 1992 and beyond. The focus 
will be on those upccts of the Duse th.it :tre considered n1ost imporunt by the Nntional 
Assembly based on its mandate fron1 the Universal House of Justice, such :is c.' rrying lhe 
Message of Saha 'u 'llih to the gcner.tlity of nunk.ind, the nmtur.ttion of the con1muni1y 
.l.nd ilS institutions, the edUC3tion of children and youth :tnd the strengthening of BnJU '1 

family li fe, and ocher vital issues. 
As ;i pat1 of that vision and focus, the National Assembly has decided to publish ·n," 

Amencan Bahli 'i once every &Jui '1 month, or 19 times :i y~r. ;met to include in its pages 
important messages and commentary to be used by the & ha '1 comn1unity for consul ta· 
uon al the Nineteen Day Feast. The chnnge will t.1ke pince in :1 few n1ore months. once 
the editor and staff are comfort.able with the new equipn1en1 :ind :ible to handle the 
v.Oft.ioad with a m1n1mum of problems. 

K••P It au .. ttona ·we Have 

=le- And Serious 
Make Anawera Commit-

tt Funt Everything menua 
To Keep' A hendy you need to 

guide know about 17 overseas 
totNchlng Ae1embly goals o f Plan 
l wqh the fOt rnalk>ns have yet to 
Adi 3 be filled 
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Tlit Hnnd af thi' CoJJS#' of God A1110r11 '/. 
& Jin RUhiyylli Khtinurn prtsidl's 01·tr thl' 
offir1nl Opl'ning Inst No1•f1nbt'r JI of rht 

local Bahli ·; Ctflltr 1n SMUJIK Slw1 Htinf: 
Kong Ht'lputg htr cut tht' nbbo" arr S<l~ 
of the local Bohn 'is. 

Baha'i community rises to challenge, 
contributes record amount in January 

The American &ha '1 co1nmuniry has 
:ichieved J.no<her in a string of victories 
relating to the Funds of the F;iith by con­
tributing record amounts during the month 
of Janu.·uy . Early re rums for Febru.iry 
indicate :i continuation of the same trend. 

Contribulions to the National &ha ' i 
Fund 1n J11nu.1ry were S 1.232.282. an in· 
crcn..sc of7~ percent over l;i.st yc:ir's level. 
lhis result pushed year-10-<Ute ·contribu­
tions toS7.373.l 34, up 28 percent from the 

·w eekend for Race Unity' 
h eld in Wilmette, Illinois 

1lle North Shore Race Unity Task Force, 
3 co.1li1ion of organiu rions and individu­
:ils promo<ing models of r:lce uni ty, pre· 
sentcd 3 "Weekend for Rilcial Unity" 
February 1-3 in Evanston and Wilmette, 
Il linois. 

Among the highlights were talks 31 North­
western Universi ty ;i.nd the B.'\ha '1 Ho~ 
of Worship by Dr. Richard Thomas. asso­
cinte professor of history and urban sJudies 
nl ~lich1gan Stnte Univemty :tnd :iulhorof 
Rnrtn/ U111f)" An /111perar11·" for Social 
Progri'SS. 

Also presented wa.s.i panel discussion on 
- 1Qc1nl Unity: Models Th111 Work" hosted 
by Sh:ind Morah.'n Lnsur.ince Comp:my 

A Fond 
Farewell 
Celebration 

Dr. de Araujo 
steps dow n as 
Baha'i UN 
re presentative 
atter 23 years 
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previous year Cootnbuuons to the Ba.tu ·, 
International Fund thus far this year toukd 
S528.706, an increase of29 pen:..ent, while 
offerings to the Arc Pro)CCU Fund "'ere up 
:i remar~ble 131 percent, to S2.~.o<;o 
These results have eraibled the commwiu • 

• 
10 forward a total of S5,750.000 10 1he 
World Center, including camurUd con­
tributions through Dcc:ember 

One outcome from this outpounng of 
resources has been :i reducrion m the defi­
cit in the National Fund from a ~k of S-! S 
million l:\Sl Augl.ISI to S-i million in J;inu 
:iry. Thi.s 1s 3n important step forwud 1n 
reversing 3 trend th;it has stood for ye.ll'S, 
one that hll.s not yielded through the force 
of events and the F:1i th's own r.apid expan 
sion on so mllnY fronts. Tlle Nauoeul 
Assembly's oonk.e~. upon being told of 
these developments, v.ere 3..Storushcd 

This most recent progress J.1008 the pith 
to reaching the S25 mill ion .mnual goal is 
due to intensive efforts by both local Spin· 
tual ~mblies, 1n pursuit of thc11 o"'TI 
gools, :1.nd individual &ha 'is.. 'The re­
sponse of the frit"nds in m;ilung ~ '1c 
tories possible is Lruly e,i.empl.lry Tlle 
spirit tha1 ~liessuch sacnfice must 1lld 
will. our Teoichings :lSS'Ure us, lc;ad 10 the 
further advance of the Faith and the pro<~­
tion :md blessing of exh one of us 

Baha'is 
Observe 
Dr. King 's 
Birthday 

With vanet)-
or events an 
a numbe< ol 
oommun.t>es 
9 



Congress Taak Force 
to host two conferences 
tor media professionals 

1be Media Tuk Force fcx the Baha'i 
World Conp-css IS hosting two confer­
ences f°' Bah.I "as who have professional 
experience in journalism, TY reponing or 
production. radio news or production, 
public relations.. film or video production. 
and photo-jownalism. 

1be confcre~ will be held nt the Los 
Angeles &ha ·r Center. May 18- 19, and :11 
the New York office of the B:ttu ·1 lntcma­
tiooal Community, June 22-2]. Medin 
professiooals from 3round the world arc 
invited 10 2tten<i the oonfettnce.s. 

1be Media Task FoT« tt-eogniz.es that 
many Bah.i'is have profcssioiul experi­
cnc:e in thc$e fields and that such expertise 
will be in"'lluable to the internntionaJ Saha· I 
community in its effon.s 10 artrnct the auen· 
oon of map news media 10 the 8.ah.i"i 
World Congn:ss The Medin Task Force 
will assist Nation.al Sp1ntual ~mblics 10 
plan conlaCt!i with news media 3nd it will 
coordinate media relations at the World 
Congress 

Saha· £s who :lrC nledia prof cssionals n1so 
arc asked 10 send resumes 3.lld samples of 
thelt work to: &ha' { World Congress 
Medi.a Tnsk Force, 866 United Nations 
P\ua., Suite 120, New York, New York 
10017 

'Fortr11ng a Baho ·r &sponu 10 Polllicol 
Crr..ns · ~w 1hc 1hc111c of a Bahn '( Foru1n 
held Fcbn1ary 9 1n 8ro11SW1ck., Mai11c. 
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Picrurcd ore Bahn 'is who nddrr~d a 
nu1n~r of rt'/c,'anl q11cs11011s 11s 111g 1/ir 
Bahn'( 1vri11ngs c.sprc1al/y The World Or· 

der of Bw ·u "11.ih ,,,111 'Po111 rol \ , 
'"''' 'ClllClll cl/td <>~.lrt'Mt' : G \'~Tnmt'; 

House of Justice answers concern about 'spiritual health' 
1k following l~11cr to an 111iflvldual 

BahO 'f ""M>vnllcnon ~half a/ 1he Un1ver· 
sal H~ of JUSJlce in responu to qucs· 
rh:Hu ra~d obo111 tlk :rplrlrMDI heol1h of 
tli.c Amrrlran Bahn'( communiry. The Na­
rlonol Sp1rl1UOI A.ssc1nbly fell 1lia1 tht' ls· 
sius dLsciuscd sliauU ~ shored wi1h the 
co'""""" ry o.r o wlw/c. 

• 
D>rar Bahn ·1 Prtrllil, 
1be House of Justice ootes your con ­

cerm (or tJv aptrhual health of !hi- Ami! ri · 
can Bah.6'1 community, u conveyed in 
yaw leUl-1' of NovrmbeT 17, 1990, and we 
are to &hare thr folloWJnA .a.dv1~ on i .. 
behali 

Ow hope u Ba!U ' Is iJ th.at our com111u 
nJtiel ¥fi ll i~ fostt'r 1ntt~.u1ng f,. vrl• 
of candor, trusl and intimacy wherein those 
prxdcaJ a.eps and c:oncertcd masures 
which you allude to 1n2y be identified 3.nd 
~eed 10 in a coos.ultAtive spiriL 

It la undcntandable if the believers feel a 
.tense of impatienc:c with the apparently 
dow fllOIP™ in rhc cxpmsion al rhc Cause 
in certain regions, but they should take 
heart at lbc victories being won elsewhere, 
and even study these for insights into the 
procea of effective teaching and commu­
nity developmenL We may tllk.c comfort in 
!he following words of the beloved Ouard-
&an: 

- ..• every bearer of the Message of 
BaM'u'uah should consider it noc only an 
obliplioo bu1 a privilege to scatter far and 
wide the 9&eda of His Faith, and to rest 
C001ent in the ablding knowledge that 
whatever be the immediate respoose to that 
Me 11gr., md however i.nadeq•ra&e the 
vehick that oooveycd it. the power of i .. 
Audlor will, a He sees fit. enable those 

::Ill • --... . • ace-= to 1a111m.ate, ..,"' m ctrcwnstances 
which no one can fore.ee enrich the har­
vest wbici> the labor of Hh followers will 
p&her .. . ~ (~ Adwn1 of DIVU1c Justice 
[Wib•a:a.e: S.M'f Pub&hiAg Trust, 1984), 
p $3) 

Ju for k:bowledgina problems., should 
an u.db.itioa al the Paith become aware of 
a prob6oi 1n within the oommwihy, it would 

S«m thnt the most prudent course of act ion 
is usually to draw nttention 10 underlying 
spiritual principles. °' to cncountge the 
believers along pmthways of g.rowth and 
development; &11 e.umple would be the 
DcGcmber 29, 1988, leller of 1he House o f 
Justice on individWll rig.hi$ :ind frcedoms 
1n the Bah.6 ' 1 community 
~re Is a grcal difference between illu· 

mlnatlng a wrong that should be put rlghl, 
and simply indulging in criticisin Then 
100, there are difrering percep4ions about 
what ia the apptopriafe me1hod for sharing 
cri1ical 1nfomuttion, circu1n1pKllon and 
wiadom are needed 

·rw- BahA ' f Tf'achtn8' lkfinf' matf13/lf' 
u • u t: rrd in ti1u11on Our Paith brooka no 
r omprom1,.. whh l ha.t> f)f'm irt()U, ti~ 

rics which :tsvrt, for elUUTlple, that main· 
t.aining a single monogamous relationship 
throughout one's lifetime is :tn unreason · 
:able expectation. 

You m."ly be interested 10 know that the 
~ Department al the World Center 
tuis recently produced n compilntion 1i1led 
-Preserving Saha ·r Marringcs- which was 
designed with the Idea that the friends 
needed 10 have easily :it hand resources 
from the ocean of &hi'u'lliih's Writings 
which might enable them 10 acquire tl more 
profound sense of Baha'i marriage l\S n 
bulwark against the disintegrating forces 
of m.atcriaJism which COfltinue to derange 
the foundations of mankind's ordered life. 
Thia compilation is in the process of being 
mailed now to NaliOfllll Spiritual A.ISCm· 
blics. 

With regard to vitalizing the Nineteen 
~ y Fcut, this has bec2l addressed in a 
letter dated August 27, 1989, from the 
Univcral Houu of Justice to the followers 
of BaJU'u'llih which ia encl<»cd for your 
infonnadon. You are Mlvised tlut your 
ideas for auucturing &JU'( ncWllettcra 
should be directed to your local or National 
A.aembly, u 1ppropriate. 

If you are in potscaion o( specific pmc· 
tical skills which you feel may be ofbenefil 
to your fellow-bcUeven, perhapi you nu.gilt 
consider volunteering yourself u a (nclli 

tator of n tl":lining cou~. 10 be offered 31 
some suitable venue, whether for the 
members of your immeduue comm unit) °' 
ptthapll al a regional i1utltuJe. It should be 
borne in mind, however. thal the believers 
are not obliged to accept theories and 
n1e1hods from outside the Cal.I.IC. thou~h 
they may find it weful to adopc ~min 
practices which common t'\perience has 
shown 10 be useful In ~aniZ"1ng 11ffa11~. so 
long u 1~ accord "'1th tilt- pint and 
principles of IM Paith 

All yoo rightly point 0111 in \ ~r lf'lltr. 
f~h aJ>Pr03cM1 m~I bt taken 1( "'f' ""' t~ 
discovt'r togctht- r tITKll\,. llltl~l" 1,,,., 
prop.'~"ting and t"":&abhd\11\g ~ t ' 'uw- •"'I 
Ood 11W' I lou"f' o f Ju.slier rmph; 11r.l 1n 
1111 N'Ct'll l Rlvan 11\.-.e \~f' , you may no 
doubl have noted, that there should be 
scope and froedom for diversity of action. 
bcause it is recognized that lhcrc are ways 
of serving our precious C4use. 

R.egllrding the flow of infcxmation. while 
some communities may find it useful to 
conduct an annual survey. it is worth not· 
ing lh.at there is provision in the Cause for 
airing of concerns from the gnusroou at 
each Nineteen 0:1y Pcut. Eventually. as 
the friends learn to !:like fuller and more 
effective adv:tntage of this divinely con· 
ccived mechanism, it will be seen ho"'' 
truly wondrous is this divine economy 
which the Blessed Beauty lw bequeathed. 

You e~press :1 longing for greater open· 
ness and ~per tics among the believtrs, 
for more tolena~ of authentic diversity 
and for gruter discipline on the pan of the 
individual and the community . You d!'llw 
attention to the need for greater sensitivity 
and cite the importance of cultivaling the 
art of Ii.scening, and (Of enhanced aJtenllon 
10 the pracric.l applica1ions o( our F11ith in 
Rll arenas, and 10 IM objectives of the S1\ 
Y ~r Plan. These conc:t"mS :llT indeied 
w-geni and compclli~. but de pend for ~i.r 
successful pro5C'CUtioo upon 1ndiv1dlul 
grusroots initial!\ e. forbeamnct , And rt' 

solve, perhaps cvtn m~ than upon ad 
n1ini1tn11on, vi111I as th.ii 1s 

~ folio"' 1~ ~n1.:in1t1.:lf\.'- c- t.liic ~ 
lc.n ed Ou.,vd1an nu' N- l'l'k ' • 
~Ulllon> 

'1'br fncndl mu:.t bt pe 1dl ~:n 
other and mus& IT.thzt !NI the(',~ ~ st 
Ul its 1 n fan<\ and 1 b ~ l'UlJ(>rb Al\' ' l"t 

funcoonu~ p«1~1'' lbt p U:t tk 
ucno.~ . lilt- le ' 1ng undt-~ .1. 

~~ !ht btl~'en "'~ii 
odk' r anJ th<-1r 'h..~'"'""" , t: 
"' , 11 bt the pro~~ , .. r the .. i.... "Ir t'.a."\.a 
c001mun11' t tar~ l~"llffi 1 lh"l ,h,.,..'\ 

N-bru...r) ~ "'. I~ \, "'°T1tit:n , 

$ lh' 1th1 6fitnJ1 I<" n nlJt' " I lit • 
~!'''""''' «' l " f' & ""t' u~i '•' 
. 'l\~h .Jttph t lC°' h1 

'"". -ru.h ' ' 1th th.: < "" 
,u1\1,~h I<''~" ~' tho- ~per 1eaeh1np 
our F.ith, md through e.u.mpk. dfrr.. and 
prayer, bring aboul a clwt~ - 'F·°'"" a 
letter dared September 30, 1949. wnc.a:. oc 
behalf of Sboghi Effendi to a.n indn-i<lt::>I 
believer) 

;, is only u ind1vid\Ws md t.herr com­
munities rc2hz.e a profound &nnsfomwxr: 
that that d yna.m1c urul) f CJttSh:aoo,_ ec 1:1 

the Tc;1c:h1ngs wtll ~uall~ c'ol"e •lu 
"''Ill ~t:alyu tlus chani~ u a more~­
hcnsive and systematlC anentioo to the 
Covenant and its req\J tn::s1M:ll ts 

Be assured tha1 the H~ of J\.:S:Oel" "' ill 
pra) udcntl) in~ Hol~ Shnncs ca YIXD' 
behalf that your de-..oc.ed effons •t: the pa.th 
of ser-.. ice to His culled C..Just ca~ be 
bounri fully confirmed 

With lo' rng Saha ·1 p-cieunp. 
T1k- l 'n11Yl"$tlf Her .... ~ cf J Jn ::t' 

fN po~N <'f thL ~<' rrt:J.. "Ill! 

Ck.·cMloc • : •• :J " 

Noc.ltt to tho..: planrUna &o invd 
to bw ac:I: all Bah* ts m ~TT 
pet milllioa ol~ l ' ~ B{'Clillf 
or J w:t.itt bte-r Oft lJ"I \ d . ~ l:! 
rMl, for wb.alt'\tt ~ 

TM add"""9 of tht- l 'tt'lll 
Hou."t o( Ju~ 1• Pc.). &\ 1 •• 

ll•lt• J l 00 t. ·-~-
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