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Dear Bahá’í Friend, 

Your email of 31 March 2025 addressed to the Research Department, in which you raise a 

number of questions, has been received at the Bahá’í World Centre. 

Concerning the historical background to the utterances of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá published on the 

Bahá’í Reference Library under the title “Twelve Table Talks given by ‘Abdu’l-Bahá in ‘Akká”, 

the Universal House of Justice has in the past explained that these talks provide the record of 

the answers that ‘Abdu’l-Bahá gave to questions from pilgrims on a variety of spiritual subjects 

and include accounts about Ṭáhirih and the Conference of Badasht, Shaykh Aḥmad and Siyyid 

Ká?im, and the Declaration of Bahá’u’lláh. 

The Research Department has previously reported that these utterances are authentic, and 

original-language transcripts of them are available in the Archives at the World Centre.  As to 

the mention in these talks, as well as in Some Answered Questions, to a number of categories of 

Prophets, the Research Department has noted that in His talks ‘Abdu’l-Bahá discusses the 

Prophets and prophethood through various lenses, thereby drawing attention to different 

dimensions of these figures.  For example, in Some Answered Questions He discusses Prophets 

in terms of the degree of their authority and divides them into two categories:  independent 

Prophets and those who are followers and promulgators whose power or authority derives from 

the independent Prophets.  In the talk “The Three Kinds of Prophets”, published on the 

Reference Library, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá considers Prophets according to the scope and reach of their 

mission and divides them into the universal Manifestations, those that are followers and 

promulgators but who are nevertheless recipients of the hidden inspirations of God, and 

Prophets of a particular locality.  A search of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s works will show that He also 

groups Prophets in other ways. 

With regard to your question concerning a reference in The Dawn-Breakers to a Tablet of 

the Báb in the form of a pentacle containing the many derivatives of the word Bahá, the 

Research Department has, in the past, reported that this Tablet has not been identified among 

the archival holdings of the World Centre and that its whereabouts is at present unknown. 
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Concerning the Súriy-i-Haykal inscribed in the form of a pentacle, the Department of 

Library and Archives has reported that it has not yet found any record of it in the Archives at 

the World Centre. 

With loving Bahá’í greetings, 

Department of the Secretariat 


