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it incontinently to "His health was drank." He had come from the far -distant city of 
They correct "Betweel'.l Jou and me'' inlo Shiraz, where his family held an honorable 
"Between you and I," an substitute "elder" position, claiming, indeed, to trace their 
foT "older," or "less" for '' sn1aller," on the descent front the great Prophet himself. 
strength of obsolete rules imperfectlr under· 'l'houghtful and devout fron1 his childhood, 
stood from Lindley Murray. lt is just the r.lirza Ali ttfohan1mcd had zealously and 
same v.·itb older and n1ore learned pedants. regularly practised all religious duties con­
Instead of "'l'hese sort of people go anr• sidered binding on an orthodox Mussulman. 
where," they write "This sort of people it,oes He had receired a liberal education, and \\1hile 
anywhert: "-an impossible idiom in speaking still a mere boy had eagerly exa111ined and 
-not perceiving that popular instinct has ,veighed e,·ery ne,\· set of ideas wilh v .. hich he 
rightly caught at lhe implied necessity for a can1e in contact. Christians, Jev,s. Fire• 
plural subject to the really and essentially wor:.hippers-he conversed '"ith then, all, and 
plural verb. l'hey insist upon replacing sound studied their books. But the study ,vhich the 
and sensible current phrases by stiff and awk- young scholar pursued with special delight 
ward hothouse idioms. 'fhey object to our Y.•as one that secn1s to have a peculiar charm 
talking about the vandalisn1 of raiJ,vay con- (or the Asiatic n1ind-that of the occult sci­
tractors, apparently on the some""hat grotesque e11ces, and especiallr the philosophic theory 
gTound that the historical Vandals never in of numbers ,vith the mysterious n1eaning's 
their Jives constructed a raihvay. But if we attached to then1. Up to the ti1ne of his 
are invariably to use wol'ds in none but their visiling the shrine of the Prophet there had 
primitive and naked etymological sense,-if we been no indication of any departure fro1n the 
are to give up all the wealth of rneLaphor and faith of his fathers. l3ut this pilgri1nage, 
allusiveness \\·hich gradually encrusts and en- instead of confirming hi~ faith in lsl,110, had a 
riches every simple phrase-if \Ve are to dis-- quite contrary effect. \Vhile still in 1he holy 
card " ,,·orsted" because it is no lon~cr spun, cicr, and still more on the rctun1 journey, he 
at Worstead in Norfolk, and eschew '' (.";othic" had begun to confide to a selec: fe"' vie,vs 
because a distinguished scholar considers the ,vhich attracted and delighted thern, not n1ore, 
Goths '"ere not really such goths after all- perhaps, by their breadth and frcc<lon1 than 
why, all our writing in future ,viii tend to be- by the vague 111ystery in ,vhich they ,vere still 
come as dull as ditchwater.-Cornhi// Magazine. "-rapped. 

... 
'fHE STORY OF THE BA.B. 

His decisive breach ,,ith the old faith ,vas 
not far distant. Tarrying at I3a~cla<t on his 
\vay ho1ne, he turned aside to vi~it Koufa, a 
shrine ahnost as sac-red as !\{t:cca itself. Here 
..\Ii, the braYe and faithful son-in-law of the 

WHO or what is the B/ib ? This question Prophet, hacl fallen by the hand of the assa!S­
will probably be suggested by our title to not sin; and a111id the silence t1nd desolation of 
a fe,v readers. 'I'he ,vord-1neaning, in Ara- the ruined n10,:;q11e the yo111Lg 1'firza passed 
bic, "a gate "-is the title of a hero of our m:1ny days in n1ed1tation and n1cntal conflict. 
own days, the founder, if not of a ne,v religion,! Should he proceed in the p:11h that sccrned 
at le.:tst of a new phase of religious belief. 1 opening before hin1. the fare of Ali 111i~ht, 1nost 
His history, "'ith that of his first followers, as probably ,voulrl, be his o,,·n. \Vere t11ose J\e,v 
told by M. le Cornte de Gobincau in his idens that ,rere filling his mind-wa:; that 
•• Rel~gions el Philosoplzits dt,111 f Asie Cen/r(l/i:," place a,non~ his fello,,·s to which perhaps he 
presents a picture of steadfast adherence to a.spired-worth the risk? He ,nust have 
truth (as tht:y held it), of self-denial, of joyful judged that ther ,,·ere, for fron, that time he 
constancy in the face of bitterest suffering, gave no sigll of \\'a,·cring or doubt. 
torture and death, as vivid and touching as Still journering homc,varcls, T\,firza joined, 
any th:it are follnd in the records of the heroic at llusbire, a car:\,·an in "·hich he n1ade many 
<lays of old. We have been accusto1ned to I disciples. :\rrived at Shiraz, his first O\'ert 
claim it as an argunicnt for the truth of our 1 act was to present to his friends his earliest 
Chrislianity that its believers have been strong ,vritten \\'Orks. These \\·ere t1vo: a journal of 
to suffer martyrdom for its sake. But here we his pilgrimage and :1 co,nmentary on a pl\rt of 
have not men only, but tender and delicate the Korin. In the l:ttter the readers \\•ere 
"·omen and little children, joyfully enduring an1:i.zed and charmed to find meaning~ and 
'torture, "not accepting deliverance," for the teachings of '"hich they had never dre:tmed 
sake of the faith that was in them. But our before. 
purpose is not to philosophize or to moralize, 1:ron1 this tirne he began to teach more 
but to tell the story. Here it is. publicly; and day by clay larger cro\\•ds (ic,cked 

Among the crowd of pilgrims '"ho flocked to around hin1. ln public he still spo1<, with 
'Mecca in the summer of 18•3 was a youth who reYerence of the Prophet and his law-J •. "'nilc 
had then hardly con1pleted his nineteenth year. in more private conrerences be impa~,,J ,"<-~,is 
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disciples those new ideas which \Vere, perhaps, 
not yet very clearly defined in his O\\"O mind. 
Very soon he had gathered round hirn a little 
band of devoted followers, ardently attached 
to himself, and ready to sacrifice wealth, life, 
all, in the cause of truth. And throughout the 
great empire men began everywhere to hear of 
the fame of Mirza Ali Mohammed. 

'fhere was much in the young teacher him­
self, apart from the subject of his teaching, to 
account for this rapid success. Of blameless 
life; simple in his habits; strict and regular 
in all pious observances, he had already a 
weight of character to which his extreme youth 
added a tenfold interest. But in addition to 
these things, he was girted \Vith striking beauty 
of person, and with that subtle, ,vinning s,vcet­
ness of manner so often possessed by leaders 
of men, and to which, more than to the most 
weighty argun1ents, they have often owed their 
power. 'fhosc who knew him say that he 
could not open his mouth ,vith0ut stirring 
hearts to their depths; and even those \Vho re­
mained unconvinced agree in saying that his 
eloquence was sorncthing beyond conception. 

F,e long, Mirza assunied the title by \vhich 
he has since been known throughout Persia­
the Bab-that is, " the Door,'' the only oni! 
Lhrough which n,en can reach the knowledge 
of God. It n1ay be ,veil to givt! here an out• 
line of ,vhat the Bab did teach. 

He believed in one God, ctt:rnal, unchange­
able, Creator of all things, and into whom all 
shall finally be re-absorbed. l-Ie taught that 
God reveals .l-Iis ,\"ill to 1nen b,, a series of • 
1nessengers, who, ,vhile truly n1en, are not mere 
men, but also divine : thaL each of these n1es­
sengers-:\toses, Jesus, ;\lohan,nicd-is I he rue­
dium of some ne\v truth, higlJer than that 
brought by the one who preceded hin1 ; that 
he hi111self, the Bab, though clai1ning divine 
honors \\·hilc he lived, was but the forerunner 
o{•one greater than he, thi:: great Revealer­
" He whom God shall manif~st," ,vho should 
complete the revelation of all truth, and pre­
side at the final judgn1ent, at which all the 
good shall be madt: one ,vith God, and all e\·il 
annihilated. 

One of the most marked and singular char­
acteristics of his system is the prominence 
given in it to that mysterious and fanciful 
theory of numbers which had ah,·ays had so 
great a charm for him. Taking various forms 
of the name of God-akyy, meaning "the 
giver of life ; " waited, "the only One;'' or 
that which is a most sacred fornn.?la, Bis,nillalz 
elt'lttna eleg-rlout, " in the name of God, highest 
and holi~st ''-he sho,vs that the letters con1-
posing each of those names, taken by their nu­
merical value, make up the n.umber 19. "!'his 
he therefore concludes is the nurnber "'hich 
lies at the foundation of all things in heaven 
and eatth, the harmony of the universe, the 

number \vhich must rule in all earthly arrange­
ments. The year should have 19 months, the 
month 19 days, the day 19 hours. Each col­
lege of priests of the new faith should consist 
of 18, ,vith a president who should be the cul­
minating point of this mysterious number. 
l\>fen of all ranks and occupations-lawyers. 
doctors, tradesmen, mechanics-were to order 
their business with supre,ne regard to 19. 
'fhe great b,:>0k of the faith \,·as to consist~ 
,vhen complete, of 19 chapters, each divided 
in to 19 sections. Of this book the Bab \\'rote 
only eleven chapters, leaving it to the great 
Revealer to con1plete the mystic number. 
And, most important of all his applications of 
this theory, he himself was not the sole me­
diun1 of the oe\v revelation; the full truth be­
ing t:111bodied in the nurnber of unity, of ,vhicb 
hc w.;_s the "point,"· a title by "·hich he began 
at a very early stage lo be designated by his 
follo,vers. 

But _\\'hile g1ving forth his ne,v doctrines as 
revelations fro,n God, he earnc~l ly pressed 
this consicleration : that n1an can kno,v but im­
perfectly till absorbed into the ( ·n:utc>r. and 
that therefore his chief airn !ihould b~ to love 
God and obey Jlin1, and to aspire. ·rhc sn1alt 
an101111t of \\'orship, strictly so called. \vhich he 
enjoined, ,vas to be perfor,ned in richly decked 
tetnplcs, with music and singing. G1ca1 faith 
was t() be plac~d in talisrnans of prescribed 
forms, cngravcd \Vith n,ystic nurnbers, and 
cons1:1ntly \Vorn. Like ~foharnn,ed. lhe Mb 
strongly enjoins benevolence; but at the sa1ne 
time he strictly prohibits begging, and com­
rnands all to work. In his cocl~'. tht:rc is no 
death penalty ; offences being punish\;d chiefly 
by fines calculated on the sacred nun1bcr 19. 

'fhere are three points in particular in which 
the refonns proposed by the 'Bab cannot fail, 
so far as they gain ground, to have a mighty 
effect on society. In the first place, he 
abolished polyg:uny; that is. he so strongly 
discountenanced it that his follo\vers univer­
sally reg a rd it ;is a prohibit ion. In clo1,c con­
nection-alrnost as a necessary accon1pani­
mcnt of this-he forbade clivorcc: that fester­
ing sore which corrupts the n1ass of Persian 
societJ to its very heart, and makes pure fam­
ily life ahnost impossible. His third revolu­
tionary i,tep w,1s in the same direction. He 
abolished the veiling of the women; a custom 
\\·hich our author believes, fron1 personal ob­
servation as ,veil as on other grounds, to be 
also a snurce of incalculable evil:-. So far 
fron1 encouraging their \VOntcrl seclu~ion, the 
Bab ,viii have women converse freely, though 
pnidently, with ,nen, and in enjoining the 
faithful to practise abundant hospitality, and 
to have daily at thc::ir tab!e as many guests as 
their n1eans \\·ill :illow (al,\'ays \v11b due regard 
to the rnystic nurnbcr), he specifies that some 
of the guests should be won1en . 
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Some of these innovations ,vere prQbably 
the result of his study of European books. 
But the considerate kindness of all his rules 
for ,vomen, and his invariable tenderness in 
everything that concerned children, must have 
had a deeper source. One can hardly fail to 
see that in these respects he had irnbibed 
something of the spir.it of the Gospel; and lhe 
regret arises irresistibly, that ,vhere be had 
seen and appreciated so _much, he had not 
grasped the whole. 

To return to the story. While the fa,ne and 
Popula~ity o~ the young preacher ,ver7 daily 
increasing, his bold exposure of 1he vices of 
the clergy aroused against him their bitterest 
enmity. The magistrates of the city also be­
gan to take alarm; for if the people, never too 
amenable to lawful authority, should cast them­
selves at tht: feet of this irrepressible youth, 
and follow his lead, where ,vould the thing 
end? It was therefore agreed, after many 
anxious consultations between rulers and 
clergy, to make a double representation and 
appeal to the Crown : on the one side in the 
interest of the State and ci\•il order; on the 
other io that of religion endangered. 

The Bab, aware of what ,vas going on, de­
spatched a counter-appeal. He represented 
the evil brought on the nation, and the hurt 
done to true religion, by the corrL1pt lives and 
teachini of the clergy ; told ho1v he,. sent by 
God with the re1ncdy for these evils, had 
already triumphed over all the Moullas of 
Shiraz, and beg;;ed that he ,night be brought 
face to face in presence of the king, \vith all 
the ~{oullas of the e,npire, professing his readi­
ness to answer with his life if he did not put 
the,n also to silence. 

'fhis double appeal ca.used the king and his 
advisers some perplexity. 'fhe Government 
was bound, of course, to protect the orthodox 
religion; but at the s:unc ti111e they had no 
objection to seeing a check given by any 
n1eans to the po1ver and pride of the clergy. 
1'he Prhne Minister had almost decided on 
allo,ving Ali Moha,nrned to co1ne to Tehe1an, 
but a far-seeing old Sheykh turned hi,n from 
his purpose. He re,ninded hirn that they 
knew nothing of these ne,v doctrines or of the 
aims of their author. He represented the 
danger of a religious \Var, if the priests should 
be provoked to appeal to the r,>eople against 
the Government. 'fhe result ,vas a corn• 
promise. 'fhc Prime rvfinister ,vrote to the 
Governor of Shiraz that there n1ust be no ,nore 
public discussions of the new doc1 rines. and 
that, until further orders, the Bab should not 
leave his own house. 'fhe decision was re­
ceived ,vith indignant discontent by the ~foul­
las, who declared, not without reason, that 
such protection of the true faith ,vas a mere 
mockery. On the other side there ,vas open 
triumph. The BAb, indeed, ga\'e pro,npt 

obedience to the order, !lnd stayed at home; 
but his follo,vers felt by no means bound either 
to follow bis example in this respect or to keep 
silence. Conversions incruased day by day 
a1nong the educated class, and even fro1n 
anioog the priests themselves. 

.A.nd now the young enthusia,st, who, like 
Paul at Rome, though confined 10 his own 
house, was not forbidden to receive any who 
can1e, began 10 bring for,vard 1nuch higher 
claims for himself. He 1vas not, as he had at 
first thought, ,n~rcly the 13ii.b-the gate into 
tl1e kno,vlcclge of the truth; but lhc PvrNT, 
the source of truth, a n1anifes1ation of God. 
And at this stage he recei,•ed from his disci­
ples a ne,v title," Subli1ne Highness." But his. 
first title is that. by ,vhich he continued to be 
known to the uuinitiated, and by \Vbich he is 
still spoken of throughout Persia. 

Leaving the leader o{ the ,novement mean­
,vhile in his retire1nent 1 ,ve are now to see bow 
his cause spread by means of his first mission­
aries. The Uab's l:hosen band of apostles­
those who, \,·il11 bin,, co,nplcted the circle Qf 

truth-numbered, of course, eighteen. ·rhree 
of these fill a conspicuous place in the story. 

'fhe first ,vas a Moulla, from Khorassan, 
Houssein Boushre,vreh, a ,nan of strong, de­
cided character, an<l studious, like his n1aster, 
from his childhood. He had con1e from his 
distant hon1e to see and hear for hi,nsclf the 
great teacher; had cauliously and slowly 
\\ 1eighed all his arguments ; but, once con­
vinced, had thrown himself into 1he cause ,vith 
utter, unreserved devotion. 1'he second cf 
the missionaries was Hadgy Mohamn1ed. Ali, 
of Balfouroush; a man as learned, as devoted, 
as zealous as the first, and held io profound 
veneration as a saint of the first order. The 
third is-next to the young leader hin1sclf­
the 1nost striking and interesting figure in this 
story: a woman, young, beautif11I, gifted, 
learned ; full of an ardor as unquenchable, a 
courage as indomitable, as that of her master ; 
a woman who, had she been born in Europe, 
,vould have ranked ,vith our most honored 
heroines of this or o{ any age. 

'l'his Eastern heroine was born into a 
priestly family of high position in the to\vn of 
Kazwyn. She received [ro,n her parents a 
name given by many a father and n1other, in 
spirit, if not literally, to a baby daughter,. 
'' Crown of (;old." J.,'ro,n her earliest years. 
the Ii ttle Golden Cro,vn proved no comn1on, 
child. Naturally gifted with mental po,1·crs of 
a very high order, she had in her o,1n1 fa,nily 
the best possible opportunity {or cultivating 
the,n ; and she used it 10 the uunost; p•Jrsu­
ing, eagerly and succcssf11lly, paths of kno,vl­
edge not very corn111only trodden by ,vo1nen of 
any country. Her father, a distinguished 
lawyer; her uncle, the leading man of the 
city; and ht:r cousin, Moulla J\fohanuned-all 
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tMn eminent in learning-delighted in dis­
cussing abstruse questions on points of theol­
ogy, philosophy, or law ; and Golden Crown, 
while still very young, was able to sustain her 
part in such discussions \vith a wonderful 
power and acuteness. She was not only the 
pride and delight of her O\\'ll family; not only 
the special pride and delight of the young 
Moulla Moham1ned, to whom she was early 
married : but the whole city wa.s proud of its 
Golden Crown; and only wondered whether 
to praise most her surpassing beauty, her 
Jovely character, or her wonderful mental 
gifts. 

It was natural that, when the fame of the 
Bib began to spread abroad, the new religion 
should be discussed with interest in this fam· 
ily. }Iis ,,,ise and liberal vie,vs as to the so­
cial position and well-being of women at once 
commended themselves to the enlightened 
mind as ,vell as to the womanly heart of Gol­
den Crown. She opened communications \11"ith 
the new teacher, and very speedily becan)e a 
thorough convert. But a nature like hers 
could not rest in tnere beliefs. She felt con­
strained to communicate what s'hc knew; and 
ere long she was seen in public places, ex­
pounding, to e,·er-increasing and admiring 
crowds, the new doctrine, and giving to the 
views of the leader a more en1phatic sanction 
than any arguments could have con\•eyed, by 
herself appearing unveiled. It ,vas ,vcll for 
the cause of the BAb that it was such a face 
that was the rirst to illustrate his theory. Con­
verts multiplied in Kaz,vyn day by day. 

But, cilas ! for the pride of her house. 
Words fail to tell the horror and disn)ay ,vitb 
which father, husband, and uncle beheld this 
practical outconte of ,Yhat had probably ap­
peared to the,n hannlcss and interesting spccu• 
lations. ·ro chern their Golden Cro,vn ,vas 
tarnished indeed, and had brought irretrievable 
disgrace on herself and on them. But in vain 
they spent themselves in entreaties, in remon­
strances--<:ven in threats. The roung prose­
lyte remained unshaken. How, indeed, could 
she dra\\' back? For she was no,v numbered 
among the mysterious 19-herself a part of 
the cn1bodied revelation. She had received a 
ne\11 name, Gourret-fil-Ain, the "Consolation­
of-the-Eyes," and with it full po,vers to act as 
an accredited a post le of the nev.• faith. It \\•as 
no longer a matter of choice with her. As the 
Sent of God she must fulfil her mission, thoui::h 
in doing so she should wrench asunder rhe 
strongest and tenderest ties. She put an end 
to the conflict by bidding a final farewell to 
her family. and giving herself entirely to her 
sacred work. 

Of course, Golden Crown was led away by 
• her enthusiasm. No doubt it was a mistake 

for a young wife in the nineteenth century 10 

• make. Let those blame her, who, with more 

enlightened understanding of the saying, " He 
that loveth father and mother more than me is 
not worthy of n1e," act as heartily according 
to its spirit. 

\Vhile the Rib, then, re1nained in a manner 
quiescent in his house at Shiraz, these three 
missionaries ,,·ere spreading bis principles far 
and ,vide through the empire. Moulla Hou~ 
sein began his campaign at Ispahan; where 
he speedily succeeded, even beyond his hopes. 
Next, at Kashan, crowds Rocked to hear, and 
1nany disciples \\'ere made. From Kashan. 
follo,ving the orders of his 111aster, he \\·ent to 
1'eheran. But in the capital it \\·as necessary 
to go to ,vork more cautiously. He made no 
atten1pt to preach in public, but his days were 
occupied, fron) rnorning to night, in holding 
confidential intervie\\·s. Among the many 
whose curiosity \\·as a,vakened ,,·ere the king 
hirnself, !vloha,nn1ed Shah, and his pri1ne min­
ister, Hadji ?\tirza Aghassy. 'fhis strange 
pair demand a \\-'Ord oi notice. 

'fhe kini, n:\lurally gentle and son1ewhat 
feeble in charncter, and suffering constantly 
from ,vretched health :-;ince his childhood, was 
habitually tolerant of all 1nanner of disorders 
-not of set purpose. but fron) utter lack of 
energy or interest. \\iith spirits depressed by 
his almost incessant suffering, yet \\'ith a cra,·­
ing for lo,·e and syn1pathy, he found \\1hat 1net 
the need of his clinging and feeble nature in 
l\firta Aghassy. H.is tutor in childhood, then 
his familiar friend ancl counsellor, and in proc- • 
ess of time his Prime ~linister, this n1an had 
beco1ne, in plain fact, his god. For ~1oham­
rned Shah's religious vic,"s \verc of a very 
loose and easv kind. He belic,·ed that Divin--ity with all its J)O\\'Crs \\1as erubodied in the 
Sages; and as Aghassr \\·as the greatest of all 
the sages, ho\\' could he but be god? It 
seems doubtful whether the Hadji himself did 
not share this belie£ of his patron. But surely 
never was there a stranger god 1han Mirza 
Aghassy. For (he 1110s t outstaodi ng feature 
of his character-the ruling principle of his 
life-,vas his habit of turning everything into 
a joke. He 1nadc jokes at his o,vo expense; 
he invariably used tnocking epithets in speak­
ing of his children and friends ; and it was 
this persistent habit of refusing to take any• 
thing seriously. This easy-going tolerance of 
and indifference to all shades of opinion, relig­
ious or political, determined the charac1er of 
his ad1ninistration, and forn)ed a more serious 
obstacle in the \vay of the Ba.hist apostle tt1an 
declared opposition could have done. 

ttloulla Houssein brought ll message of the 
utmost submission fron1 the Bib. His sincere 
desire, he said, ,vas to add strength and glory 
to the throne. He represented that public 
opinion had already declared in favor of the 
new doctrine, and how desirable it was to sup­
port vie,vs in accord with those of most err 
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lithtened oations. He reminded the kjng the Eyes harangued the multitude; the beauti­
how the greatest of his predecessors had la- ful, unveiled face n1eeting their ,vondcring 
bored to found a religion ,vhich should unite gaze without boldness, but ,vitboul shrinking, 
within its liberal pale Mussulman, Jev,1, and because entirely ,vithout self-cunsciousness. 
Christian. Just such a religion was that pro- Iler f~rvid oratory, born of her o\\·n intense 
posed by the Bib; and the king had only to conviction, told on her audience ,,•ith extraor• 
place himself at the head of the ne,v move- dinary po,ver. l'hcy Y.'Cp,, as only Orientals 
ment to be crowned with the i,nmortal glory can ; they gave then1selves up to raptures of 
which former monarchs had sought in ,·ain. 1 emotion, and vo,vcd, on the spot, unqualified 
But the argument that, ,vith men of another devotion to the cause and to h1.:r. 
stamp, n1ight have been n1ost effective, proved And no"· Houssein planned and carried out 
the very death-blO\V to the apostle';> hopes of a work which onlv the special circun1stances 
success when presented to Mohan1med Shah of the titnc \vould have gi\'en him opportunity 
aod his ~1inis~r ; for the promised glory \Vas to accomplish undisturbed. Every dignitary, 
not 10 be gained without exertion, and exertion great and s1nall, \\'as hastening to the capital 
was a price too great for any object on earth to seek favor "'ith the nC\\' po,vers. J (oussein 
or in heaven. \Vi1hout argument or explana- and his coadjutor selected a strong po:.i1ion 
tion, the ease-loving pair washed their hands among the n1ountain forests-a spot sacred to 
of the \Vhole matter, and Houssein was or- a certain Shevkh 'febersv; their cager follo,v-

f • 
dered to be gone at once from the capital. ers worked with hand and h~art, and ahnost 

The two other missionaries had mean,vhile with the speed of magic there arose a fortress 
been no ltss diligent; Balfouroushy in his o,vn in the desert to be the centre of their further 
naLive northern province, the l\lazenderan, operations. And here l\\'O thousand Bibys, 
and Gourret-01-,\:in in the region round her including ,vivcs and children, took up their 
home in the West It was agreed, therefore, position to aw;1it \vhnt 1night be the course of 
that Houssein should now betake hi1nsclf to events. 
the eastern province of Khorassan. Fron, Fron1 this point in their history a n1arked 
this point a mer<! outline of his n1ovements change took place in the character of the 
must suffice. At the important city of Ni:,ha- tea.cbing of the Babist apostles. 1-1 ithcrto it 
poor he gained two great men; but at ifeshed, had been chiefly, if not solely, religious; 110,v 
the holy city of that region, the clergy rnct it becan1c distinctly political. The llab, they 
hirn with ,veil-organized opposition. Return- s,1id, should be without doubt, within a year, 

• ing to Nishapoor, he gathered round him a n1aster of the \\'Orld ; and then, for his ene­
band of the faithful, and took up arrns to be mies, resistance or Right should be alike vain: 
in readiness for the worst. In one town after Yt•hile all his faithful follo,\'ers should be arn­
another he gained po,\·erful allies. He could ply rewarded ,vith honors and delights suited 
not be said to seek a conflict, but in the s1ate to the tastes and capacities of each. 'fhey 
to which feeling on both sides \Vas wrought, a discovered in each of their leading n1en son1e 
con6ict ,vas inevitable. 1'he orthodox, pro- mysterious re~cmblancl! to a fonncr I 111arn or 
voked beyong endurance by the insulting Ian- martyr or saiut, rnarking hin1 out as his suc­
gua_ge of the zealous converts, struck the first cessor, or, in a n1anner, his ver} self, n.:turncd 
blow. Hut just ,vhen this point "'as reached, to earth in a ~igher developn1ent ; to \vhom, 
tidings arrived that suddenly gave ,l ne\v turn therefore, they gave his nanic, ,vith all his 
to the whole state of affairs. Mohamtncd honors and the hope of still higher. ·rhe 
Shah \Vas dead. com,non soldier, for "'hon1 such re,vards \\•ere 

In Persia the death of a king scc1ns to be too costly, y.·as as!-ured that, dying in battle 
the signal for a state or n1ilcl-anarchy, during for the truth, not only was Paradise secure to 
which all laws are suspended, and every man hin1, but that, in the n1can tin1c, he should re­
does what is right in his o,vn eyes. No one turn to lift: after forty day:; to bear rule over 
had any thought to bestow on Houssein or his some part o[ the con4ucred ,vorld. It is only 
doings. He thert:fore judged it his ,visest fair to the Bab to say chat there is nothing in 
course to join his fellow-apostle in the i\·tazcn- his ,vriting,; to sanction such teaching. But 
deriin, where the cause had already ,nacle his apostles used the n1eans which secn1cd to 
great progress. There he found not only Bal- the,n best fitted to \Vin the popular n1ind; and 
fouroushy, but (;ourret-fil-Ain also. Calumny he, if he was a,varc uf it. did not forbid thcrn. 
and persecution had been too 1nuch for her. t\nd the cause daily gained fa,·or. 'l'he ,,·hole 
She had fled from .Kaz\\'yn, and had ror many province ,vas stirre.d. Cro,\·<ls flocked to 
months been in hiding in the forests of this Castle 1'ebersy from far and near; whole 
wild country. With a crowd of enthusiastic families pitched their tents or spread their 
adherents she joined the other Babist leaders. carpets on the little plain in front of the for-

The three bands encamped together; many tress, hanging on every word of the two lead­
strangers gathered round to see what this ers. as if they were very gods. 
ne\\· thing might be. And th.e Consolation-of- But this state of things could not last. 
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With the young kin~ a new order had come in. 
The old Prime Minister, with his cynical jokes 
and his easy indifference, had Red before the 
new po,ver ; and his successor, Mirza-Taghy­
Khan, at once made it plain that he did not 
mean to be trifled with. He gave strict 
orders to the grandees of the Mazenderftn to 
make an end at once with the B!bys. Easy 
to command, and easy also to promise ; as the 
chiefs pron1ptly did. But less easy, as they 
speedily found, to carry out their orders. 

The first to n1ake the attempt was Aga Ab­
doullah, who, after a day spent in useless fir­
ing against the fortress, was slain, and his 
band utterly routed. 'fhe rage of the Prin1e 
Minister at this failure, and at the fear that 
was paralyzing further efforts, knew no bo11nds. 
He despatched Prince Mehdy-Kouly-~lirza 
with [ull pO\vers and ne,v cornmands to make 
an end at once. Koulv-~tirza had all the ,viii , 
in the \vorld to do so. Arrived in the ~lazen­
dcr§.n, he summoned front the far north Abbas• 
Kouly-Khan, with a great s,vann of wild 
Kurds, and ,vith these joined to his own 
forces, took his way to Castle 'febersy. But 
an ene1ny on whon1 he had not counted lay in 
his path. ln that broken, mountainous region, 
one passes, in a journey of a few hours, Cron, 
sunny plains, \\'here the orange and the pon1e­
granate ripen, to barren slopes and fro,vning 
rocks and eternal sno,,•s. \Vhile toiling 
through the ,,·ild n1ountain defile-;, the army 
was suddenly \\'rapped in a dense (og, that 
quickly ga,·e place 10 a hurricane or blinding 
sno\v, 'l'he wearied general found himself at 
night, ,vith a large part or his regular arn1y, in 
the village of Daskes, where, ,,·ith sentinels 
duly placed, he gladly lay do,vn to rest. 

And now Houssein, \\'ith a resolute band of 
300, stc:i.ls forth from his fastness. 'fhe vil­
lage is quickly and quietly occupied, and the 
300 fall ,vith ,vild shoL1ts on the slurnbering 
foe. A ticrce, savage massacre followed, in 
which t,,,o princes of the blood and many 
other leaders fell. But the darkness, which 
hindered defence, favored flight, and many es­
caped-an1ong them Kouly-Mirza himc;c\f. 
In the early 1norning, the victorious Baby!., 
wearied \Vith slaughter and laden with in1n1ense 
booty rcturru.:d in triu1nph to their C:lstle, in­
spiring such terror that a band of 600 ,nen, 
who had onl, heard of the conflict o[ the night, 
fletl at the ne,vs of their approach. '('he truth 
wa~, that the idea ,vas n1ore and n1ore gaining 
ground that Housscin ,vas :i prophet, to light 
against ,vhon1 ,vas to contend \\'1th Cod. 

~fany of the scattered force~ quickly 
gathered again round their chief; but for a 
tirne Kou!,·-1\tirza ,nade no effort to rene\v the -attack. 'l'he sight of his f<:ar spread constern:i-
tion and panic e\·ery\\'here. J3ut the \Vr:t[h of 
the terrible Prin1e l\finisicr \\'as even rnnre to 
be dreaded than the valor of the Babys; so 

the poor, perplexed general summoned fi'e$h 
troops-not too readily obtained. Again the 
Kurd chief came to his aid, even sending him 
a message to give himself no further trouble, 
as he and his followers would speedily reduce 
the rebel fortress. 1'he besieged now appear 
struck with terror. l'bey even send out a 
messenger to propose terms. Several days 
are thus spent in useless talk. Then, once 
more, a sally in the dead of night, the enemy's 
tents fired, and a scene of wild carnage. A 
resolute little band, pushed to the very ex­
tremity of their enca,nprnent, hold their ground 
there. " Do you see,·• says one to his com­
rade, pointing where the flames light up the 
fiercest conflict, "do you see yonder man in 
the green turban ? Aitn at him ; " and be 
suits the action to the ,vord. Too fatal ex­
n1nple. and too surely follo,ved ! 1'he first 
1-hot enter!- !\foul la Houssein's breast; he re­
cei.ves the sect.n1d in his side. Calmly he con­
tinues his directions; conducts skilfully the 
retun1 to the castle through fierce opposing 
bands, and then drops exhausted from his 
horse. Housscin rlied exhorting his followers 
to unshaken fi<lclit)' to his Sublime Highness 
the Bab, and bidding Lhe1n not be discouraged 
by his death, seeing that, in one form or an­
other, hi! should certainly return in a very few 
days to their aid. But neither resolution nor , 
hope could co1npensate tbc garrison for the 
loss of such a leader. 

About a hundred rub~,s had fallen in thi5 
encounter. \\'ith largeiy augmented forces, 
and ,vith cannon brought fro,n 'feheran, 
Prince Kouly-Mirza resu1ned the siege of the 
dc\'Otcd fortress: and still the brave, dt::voted 
little band held on. .l\t the end of four months 
the ,vrath or the king and his ministers burst 
forth in terrible threatenings. 'fhe con1mand 
,vas taken fron, Kouly-Mirza and given to 
Souleyman-Khan, a stern 1nan, honored and , . . 
feared throughout the arniy, who, with sttll 
added forces. at once prepared for a final at­
tack. And nO\\' the end could not be doubt­
ful; for farni11e also had begun its deadly 
,vork in the little co1nn1unit.y; and s01nc, who 
had faced S\\ 1ord and cannon undaunted, 
\'iclded before this more terrible foe. One 
iittle band of deserters made their way through 
the sleeping camp, and took their various 
\,·a,·s to their homes. Another, less fortunate 
v.·cre cut to pieces, partly by the enemy, and 
partl}' by their indignate comrades. who dis-
covered their treachery. • 

l'he fa,nishing survivors bad eaten every 
b!ade of gra$S to be found in their enclosure­
they had stripped the trees of their bark­
the,· had e,·en boiled their s,vord-belts and , 
sheaths. t\nd no,v-most pathetic evidence 
both of their honest fnith and of their ex­
trernity-the leaders held a cou!1cil of \\1ar to 
consider if their distress would justify them in 
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uobury;og and eating Houssein's horse, which, 
killed in the same night with his rider, had 
been buried \\'ith almost equal reverence. 
The proposal was sorrowfully agreed to, and 
the loathsome food eagerly consumed to the 
last morsel. Still one attack after another 
was repulsed ,\lith ardor so unquenchable that 
many of the assailants regarded the B!ibys 
with a superstitious dread, as more than mere 
men. ; and one at least among them began to 
aim at the leaders with gold coins, as the only 
means of reaching their charmed lives. 

At last the bauered wall could hold ont no 
longer. A fatal breach ,vas made-trees and 
planks w<:rc thro,vn across the trench, and be• 
siegers and besieged grappled in deadly strife, 
~avage yells of rage and hate adding to the 
horror and confusion of the darkness-dead 
and living together, from among the swaying, 
writhing mas·, dropping in pron1iscuous ruin 
into the dicch belo,v, and forming a ghastly 
bridge, across ,rbich swarmed ever fresh 
troops o[ assailants., ,nore and yet more. 'fhe 
heroic little band, seeing their cause hopelessly 
lost, offered to capitulate, and were promised 
their lives on condition of laying do...,,n their 
arms and quitting their fortress. Amidst the 
curious, ,vondering looks of the soldiers, the 
emaciated reninanc passed o,n. :? t4 out of the 
original 2000 or more ; among th<:m r.omc 
women, ,vasted to scarcely living skeletons, 
and children with no scrnblance o( hurnan 
babes but in their helplessnci.s. The victors 
provided thern with tents and food-all 
manner of kindly attentions were shown them 
-and then, next day, ther v.·ere se11.ed, nien, 
wo,nen, :ind children, and sla11ghtered in cold 
blood, "·ith unspeakaLle barbarities. 

So the Prince Mehdy-Kouly-l\1irza regained 
his lost baggage, and the cause of the Bib 
was crushed-txternally at least--in the l\Iaz• 
ender/in. It ,vas very far from being so else­
where. The province of Khorassan ,vas foll 
of the ne,v doctrine. It had taken deep root 
in many i1nportant to,vns ; at lspahan, at Ka­
shan, at Knz1vyn and at Shiraz arnong others ; 
and ,vhile the "·ar in the ~l::izenderan ,vas still 
in progress, the e,·il brokt.' out in n still n1orc 
alarming forn1 in the town of Zen<ljnn, in the 
pro,•ince of Khamseh. The leader in this case 
was another Jvtoha,nrned ,\Ii-a ~foul In in high 
position, ,vho found birnself at the head of 
15,000 men from all ranks of society. 

It is needless to enter into de1ails of ,,·hat 
would be substantially the same story ns that 
of the struggle in the ~1nzender:\n. On the 
part of the Dibys there ,vas the sa1nc absolute 
faith and fiery zeal and indn1ni1 :ible cour;i~c; 
men of all ranks-,\11n1ed the con1b-nlakcr, anti 
Nedjef-Kouly the s1nith, and .Abdoullah the 
baker, fightin; in a \Vay to put trained soldiers 
to shan1e. On the part of their assailants 
there was the sarne half-superstitious ft:1.:ling 

regarding them ; terror on the one side and 
religious frenzy on the other exciting the pas­
sions of both to the fiercest pitch, and inciting 
to acts of ferocious cruelty. There \\·as the 
same story of repeated attacks heroically re­
pulsed-of the alarm and rage at court-of the 
continual arrival of more and yet more royal 
troops ; till the crushing, over"•helming pre­
ponderance of nun1bers 111ade the end inevit­
able. 

~fohanuned . .o\li ,vas dead, and many a brave 
lt:ader besides. l'bose \\•ho remained, re­
ceiving wri11en and scaled promises of life and 
liberty, laid do,vn their arms. The promises 
,vere kept as tht·y had been kept at Fort 're­
bersy. 'fhe mass of the prisoners ,\'ere 
butchered by order of the commanders v.•ho 
had signed the promise; t\\'O of the chiefs 
,vere blo\\•n frorn the 111011th of a cannon (an 
operation which, our author remarks in pass· 
ing, has not been quite unknown in Britisk 
warfare), and others ,vcre reserved t.o grace 
the triun1ph in ·rcheran. -rhrce of them, the 
n1ost distinguished, "·ere condernned by the 
Prin1e ~finistcr, l\1irza 1'nghy, to die by having 
their v..:ins opened. They ri::cei,·ed the ,-cn­
tence unmovt:d, but solen1nly "'arncd their 
judge that the hrt.·ach of faith to"·ards then1 
and their con,panions ,,·as a crirne that Goel 
,vould not be content to punish by any conuuon 
visitation ; that .. ,c 11·ould rnark out the perse­
cutor of l f is saints by a s0len1n and signal ret­
ribution ; and that. there fore, as he had done 
ro thern, '.JO ::,hould it \"Pry shortly be done to 
hin,. 'J'hc proph1;cy n1ight possibly enough 
be one of tho-.e ,,·hich tend to \\'Ork out their 
o,,·n fulfilrncut. 1-101,·cver that n1:ty be, the 
fact ren1ai11s, that no long ti,nc afterwards, in 
1852, the Prirnc ~finister di<l perish in this 
very n,anncr by con11nand o( the king. 

Though the ri,in:.{s in the l\lazenderin and 
at Zendjan had thu, been crushed, the king 
and his Minist(•r 11·cr1: by no n1ea11s satisfied 
that all danger ,,,as pas:. l'hey felt that a 
hidden fire ,vas ~1n011lditring throl\ghout the 
provinces, "·hich ,night at any tno,nent burst 
forth \\'ilh ruinous effect. f'or there ,,·ere 
Dllbr:; t;\'c r}'\\'hcrc I thClttl,{h unseen ; and while 
it stems to he the rnanncr of Asiatics to suffer 
all kinds of 1ncrely political abu:,es "·ith fatal­
istic apa1hr, it is very ditTerent \\·hi:n a ~trong 
religious conviction cn,nes into play. .'\nd 
such a conviction •.va:-nn\\• in full fnr~e, for the 
faith and the principles of the Bahys \,·ere 
quite untouched l,v tin: re,·crse~ rJf their brcth• 
rcn. R;ithcr, 1h,:y 11•cre :,tirred to t·tnulate 
their herr>isni, and to Ion~ l<i ,h::tr<.· \\'ith them 
the glory ()f 1nar1:,·rd()t11. ~1in~:r ·raghy, thcrc­
fcrc, concluder! that, in order to secure a 
thorough <•nd of the evil, he rnust strike at its 

C 

root ; the Bih 111ust be dispo,;ed of, and then 
the cause w0uld die .,f it:-.clf. 

We left the J;ib a :-ort of prisoner on pa-
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role in his own house at Shira~ surrounded 

I 
family of Tabreez. The governot in charge, 

by ad,niring friends, and daily n1aking new Prince Hamze Mirza, by the instructions of 
converts. But when the Court tx:carne I the Prime Minister, who could not quite give 
alarmed by the rising in the Mazenderfin, be I up his first idea, surnmoned the moullas to 
was arrested and rc1no,·ed to the fortress of meet and confound the heretic. But the 
Tjehrig, still, ho,vever, ,,·ilhout being sub- 1noullas wisely declined the meeting. Then 
jecte<l to any severe restraint. Here he re- the prince himselr and three other high digni­
mained for about a year and a half, filling up taries essayed the task. But after a vehc­
J1is days ·with prayer and ,,·riting and study, rnent discussion, in ,vhich even ~fussulman 
often referring to his <le:i.th as an event prob- ,,·ritcrs adn1it that the royal officials \\'ere far 
ably near, and of which the prospect "'as not f1om having cause to be proud of their part, 
un~velcome. And here, as else,vbere, fe\V 1\·ho Harnze l\{irza abruptly closed the scene by 
carne into personal contact 1ritb him ,vere using the one conclusive argun1ent in his 
able to ,vithstand the winning charrn of his po1\'Cr. He announced to the young prophet 
,nanners and appearance, and the persuasive that he must die. 
eloquence of his ,vords. .lt signified nothing to the Prime ~1inister 

\Vhen Mirza Taghy had decided on making or to Hamze ~Iirza that such a sentence "·~s, 
an end of the Bfib, and by that means an end according to all precedent, utterly unjust. 
of his influence and of his sect, it occurred to 'fhe Koran does, indeed, doorn heretics to 
him th&t the rnere fact of his death ,vould death. But the secular po,vers had ahvays re­
hardly be: likely to produce such results. For, fused to interfere with religious belic:fs. 1'hey 
secluded in his prison, unseen and unheard. had, on this principle, protected the Bab hirn• 
the Bab "'as surrouncled in the imagination of self for several years. But no,v the 1'1inister 
his disciples ,vith a halo of sanctity, of suffer- regarded hi1n as a cause of d:in~cr 10 the 
ing-above all, of n1ystery, to ,vhich his death, Stale. Not the slightest proof exi:::.ted that he 
even if the fact ,vere believed, ,vould only add had either instigated or sanctioned the doings 
the glory of martyrdom. But if he could be of his three apostles. But in oriental law, 
e.xhibited as a moral n1in-if he 1vere seen in might is right; so the scntence \\·as passed. 
city after city, not onl-y in chains, insulted, It was just about to be executed in the rough 
hurniliated, but put to sha1neful defeat in and ready vvay usual in Eastern courts-the 
public discussion by the moullas-in craven victirn seized, thrown 011 the ground, :inrl his 
fear retracting all his heresies and abjectly throat cut with t,vo strokes of a 1,vopenny 
pleading for the mercy that should certainly knife-when the hand of the executioner \\·as 
be denied him,-rhen the chllrm \vould be brok• arrested. lt \\'as suggested to H anlz.: ~lirza, 
en; people would see \\'hat a delusion _the}' that if the Bab \Vere thus privately put to 
had follo\vcd, and 1hi11gs would at once return dt::tth, a great proportion of the J)ublic would 
to their ordinary :lnd quiet cour:;e. For the refuse to believe that he ,,•as deacl, and so the 
Prime rt1inister +.ad never seen tht young re- exciterncnt \vould be worse than ever. He 
for1ner. He belie\•ed hin1 to be a \'ulgar itn• \\'as therefore rernan<led till the next day, that 
postor; too ignorant to have planned the n1ca:'!• the thing might be done in such a way as 
ures taken by his three apostles, too co,vardly should leave no room for doubt. 
to have carried them out, and o,,·in~ aJI. hi~ 

1 

_ .~t early 1norning the three prisoners,_ heav­
po,ver to the fact that the mass of his d1sc1• 1ly ironed, were marched out of the citadel> 
pies did not knov.• hi1tl. and dragged through the streets and n1arket-

But a very little inquiry stio"·ed i\firza I places of the city, that all ,vho chose 1night 
'faghy that" this pl:in, ingenious enough l1r1.d i see and recognize them ; the sol<li1:rs loading 
he had suitable rnaterial Lo \\"Ork on, would I the1n with abuse and blo,vs. The ,vays were 
not do in this cast:; that the Dab ,vas rnuch thronged ,vith curious, eager cro\vds, among 
more likely to confound his antagonists in ar- whom \Vere many Babys, and 1nany all-but 
gurne~t than to be_ confoundec! by them ; and converts, ,vh? ,vould ;l:idly. ha,·e stirred the 
that, instead of being dcn1or:tl1ied and broken popular feeling to a ns1n~ 1n defence of the 
down, he might sho,v hi1nself serenely supe• prophet; and many of the more respectable 
rior to circu1nstances, good or evil, and so classes, who turned away iu disgust or sad• 
mightily confirrn the faith aud heighten the ncss from the scene of outrage. But the tri• 
enthusiasm of his disciples, as ,veil as add u1nphant ?ltoslen1s knew they ,vere ,nasters 
largely to their nurnbers. 'fhe risk 1vas 100 for the day, and the rnob, ever ready to be 
great. 'fhe dangerous prisoner \vas tlterefore sv.•ayed by externals, joined in the ho,vlings of 
reniovcd, closely guarded, to the citadel of abuse, and pressed in eagerly to strike the 
'I'abret'Z. \..Vith hin1 ,vcre brought t,vo of his mart\'rs on the: face. 
dtsciples ,vho had bcfor1: beg~ed 10 share his \\'hen this bad gone on for many ,veary 
imprison,nent. One 1vas the Scyd Houssein, hours. lhe captives 'l\·ere led to the houses of 
the other, named like his master, ~fohan1n1ed three of the chief clergy, or moudjltlt~ds, io 
Ali, belonged to a very rich and influential succession. By each of these the Bib wa$ 
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questioned with mockery and scorn ; by each terrible suspense followed ; moments on which 
be was formally adjudged to be worthy of probably hung the fate of the reigning dy­
death; and his enemies assert that in their nasty. For it is universally agreed, even by 
presence he not only retracted all that he had orthodox Maho1netans, that had the Bab, at 
taught, but abjectly besought mercy : an as- that moment, \,•hilc the multitude stoc,d awc­
sertion which, in view of all the rest of his struck by the seen1i11g miracle, thrO\\'n himself 
conduct, is hardly credible. And fron1 house on their syn1 pat hies, not a hand v.•011 ld have 
to house the surging, roaring crowd follo,ved; been raised againsl him, and the gn,nt tn:iss 
giving vent to their ,vild frenty in insulting of the population ,voul<l have risen in his 
cries and brutal outrage. cause. And this in 1':ibreez., the sl:cond capi-

The account of this closing day in the Bab's tal, and the most populous city of the e1npirc, 
history almost irresistibly recalls a si1nilar day would have been a very different affair from 
in a niore sacred story. The mock trial-the any former rising. Ilut, utterly exhatt~ted in 
outburst of blind, popular fury, stirred up by a body and mind \\'ith the long agony of the 
jealous and V"indictivc priesthood-the cruel day, be\\·ildered, stupefied, ,vith the in~ti11c1 of 
mockings and insult-even to the still more a hunted creature to seek a covert, he turned, 
cruel and bitter pang of being deserted and hardly knowing what he did, into the nearest 
denied in his darkest hour by his lo,1ed and building. It \Vas a gun rd-house. A captain 
trusted friend. For, on leaving the house of of infantry follo,vcd and struck down the unre­
the third moucljtehed, one of the prisoners, sisting victim ,vith his sabre, and his soldiers, 
Seyd Houssein, staggering like a drunken cautiously rollowing, made the work sure with 
man, spent and half-dead with suffering, their muskets. 
dropped on the ground, declared that he could • 'l'hus, in eight ye.ars, 1\1.irza-Ali-~fohammed 
bear no more, and with bitter tears cried for had run his short and brilliant career. I-le 
pardon. 'fhe tormentors roughly raised him, had now just reached his twenty-seventh year. 
and set hi1n face to face with his 1naster. The shattered corpse "·as dragged for sev­
" Will you curse him?" they said, "and you eral successive days through the streets, and 
shall be pardoned." Houssein did so. "N,)\,; then flung outside the ·.vnlls to the rfog-s. 
spit in his face, and you shall go (ree ! " And no.,.., the Prirne l\finistcr could sleep in 
Again Houssein obeyed. 'I'hey struck off 11is peace, and trusted thnt peace, univ(•r~.tl nnd 
irons, and left bin1 lying in the street. He profound. ,vould at once settle on tht' 1111tion. 
watched the procession out of sight, and then, Never was hope n1ore delush·e. 'J'hc l\1inis­
with what strength re1nained to him, escaped tcr's own aet in ordering the death of tin: Hftb 
towards Teheran. Delighted with this unex- had put peace out of the question. \Vhc.:11 the 
pected success, the officers hoped they rnight young prophet began his reforn,~ he hnd 
induce the other disciple to follov., Houssein's shown no desire to g-ive any poli1i1..al bc.::irin~ 
example. He was young, rich, and had every• to his teaching. He had quietly sub1nitted to 
thing to rnake life desirable. 'fhey brought the con1mand i111posing silence on hini. Rut 
out to him his young wire and his little chi!- no,v his follo,vers founded their p<>licy of clc­
dren, for whom his heart and eyes ha<I ht1n- fence on the uni,•crsnlly acknow!cclged theo1y 
gered long. '('hey hung about hi111. an~I wrung that, whatever mi~ht be the ac!ual rulin~ po\ver, 
his heart with their tears and entreaties; but the ~~yds-that 1s, the family of Ah-alone 
in vain. He was 1nade of sterner stuff than ,vert legitimate so,·ereigns. The Hab ,vns, by 
Seyd Houssein. " 1 ask 0£ you only one fa- both lint'S of descent, a Seyd. And besides 
vor," he said to the officers; "that you ,viii let this claim, which might be disputed ,virh him 
me die before n1y master.'' by many others, he was also. the Hftb. a~d 

And now the long, dreadful day ,vas near therefore the one man in Pers1a to \\·ho111, 1n 
its close. Officers, soldiers, servants, spent their vie"·, the throne of right belonged. Not 
with fatigue, could do no more. Just as the sun that they had any desire to press this point. 
was setting, the two prisoners ,vere let do,vn Had the State given a kindly recognition to 
from the topmost rampart of the loftr cit:uiel the new religion, it might either have died out, 
by ropes passed under their anns, and there or more probably have become, in the c-ourse 
remained suspended at several feet fro1n the of ye:irs, just one n1ore form or belief a1nong 
ground, in full view of the assembled tlH)U· the ,nany. But this judicial 1nurdcr of their 
sands. Then the comn1and ,vas given to fire. lt.•ader stung the BAbys to the last point of e~­
" Master," tht voice of Moham1ned-Ali, the asperation, and severed the last bond of their 
disciple, was heard to say, "are you satisfied allegiance to the reigning house. 'l'he Ka­
"·ith me?" 'fhe discharge of fire-arms djar dynasty '"ere king!- only on sufferance; 
drowned the reply. The devoted disciple had and no\V that NOrt:ddin Shah had inten11cd,lled 
his wish-that was his last mornent. But the with ,natters which Asia prohibits he1 piinces 
shot aimed at the Bib only cut the rope by from touching, his subjects were no longer 
which he was :;uspended, and he dropped un- bound to keep faith with hi,n. 
wounded to the ground. A few moments of The indignant chiefs gathered frorn all tbe 
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provinces, and held a council iu 'feheran. too distinguished a prisoner to be treated like 
There they recognized by certain si1;ns che the comn1on crowd. J.\,lahmoud Khan, the 
divinely indicated successor to the spirit and cbief of police, had taken her to bis own house, 
power, and therefore to the office, of their and placed her under the kind care of his 
slain leader. The new Bab was Mirza-Yahya, wife. Irresistibly cbarrned, like all who air 
a youtb of noble family. His mother bad died proached her, by her marvellous beauty and 
at his birth, and he was brought up by a lady her eloquent "·ords, and filled with respect and 
whose husband was a leading mby, named admiration for her noble character, they used 
Djmlll>-.Belta, "The precious Excellence.'' e\·ery n1eans in their po,\•er 10 niake h~r ca1r 
He was at this time only sixteen, but already dvicy as little irkso1ne as possible; ,vondering 
possessed of an extraordinary atMunt of the \\'hile at the buoyant cheerfulness th-at 
learning, and, to judge by results, not ill- made their effort:. alrnost superfluous. 
qualified, young as he was, for the difficult ·rhe rest of Lhc prisoners, nu1ubcring about 
post he was called to occupy. I1nmediately forty, \Vere taken out to Nia\·eran. The -two 
after his election he left the capital, where it first arrested hacl been questioned with the 
would have been unsafe for him to stay. He rnost ingenious refincrnents of torture, in order 
went from town to rown, exhorting his aclher- that they might betray the nainc:. of supposed 
ents to apply themselves closely to the study acco,npliccs; but in vain. 1'heir defence \\'as 
of religion and to practical duties; and he singular. 'l'hey declared thai thl'."y were not 
prohibited utterly, for the time being, the use responsible to the king and his court; that 
of carnal weapons; saying that the tin1e {or they had no acco,npliccs, but had simply 
insurrection, if it should ever come, was cer- acted in obedience to the con11nancl o( their 
tainly not yet. At length the search for the chiefs, ,vbo \\'Crc not in Persia, but ,vhose 
youthful lea<ler becan,e so keen that he passed sacred authority justified any act v.·hich they 
beyond the boundaries of Persia, and estah- 1uight co1111nnnd; that, in any case. the ,nan 
lished hiinsel( at Dagdad. Here, besides whose hands "·ere stained with the blood of so 
being saJe fron1 the pursuit of his enerny. he n1a11y rnarlyrs, and above all \\'i1h that of his 
had the advantage of being able to ·ee and Subli,ne Highness the Bab hi1nsc:lf, n,ust have 
converse with the mullitudes o( l\:,n,ian pil• arnply 1ncrited death; but that they had no 
grims who annually pass through the city. person<1I cnniity to the king on the contrary, 

About a year after the death of the !Jib. the he:: had sho1\fn then1 kindness, and they were 
king was spending the summer in his country grateful; but they could only obey orders; 
palace at Niaveran, a lovely village on the and, finally, that they could say nothing differ­
lower slopes of the Elburz, a fev,, n1iles frorn ent though they should be tortured till the Day 
the capital. One morning, while out on horse- of J uclg111(;111. 
back, he was suddenly assailed by three men, .Baffled in this direciion, the judges turned 
who all at once discharged pistols. Bur the hopefully to the other prisoners. Here were 
king received only a very slight wouud; one ,vonien, and even children, fron1 whom torture 
of the assailants was at once struck down, and or the 1nerc fear of it \\1ould draw everything. 
the other two secured and bound. 'rhey at Equally in vain. 'J'his strange new religion 
once proudly avo\\·ed themselves 13.lbys. Meas- rnade fragile \\·onicn and tirnid children intlex­
ures were taken accordingly. The ~overnor ible as iron. 'l'hey gloried in their faith ; the~· 
o( the city was ordered at once to close and \\'Ould die for it \\'ith joy; but they had nothing 
watch the gates, and then quietly to arrest all to tell of any but then1selves. '('he si1uatio11 
suspected of .Babisrn. On this special evening thus becan,e, in the eyes of the judges, very 
a considerable company "'ere 1net in the house serious. lfcre, in their 1>0,ver, ,,·ere fortr 
of a rich and influential citizen. The ,vhole n\ute captives, but ,vho could tell ho,v rnany 
party ,were arrested ; among the1n several shared their (aith-and ,vhere? In the cities, 
won1en and children. But after this first eve- in the countr)', in the anny, i11 the \'cry court 
ning, though the Ila.bys ,vcre kno,,·n to be itself, perhaps. \Vho could lell where. or ho,11 
many, no nlorc arrests were made. The sus- soon. or ho,v uni\'crsnlly, a conliagration rnight 
peeled were on their guard, and as their chi~f break out? J)istt·ust nncJ Sl1spicion ,vere 
had prohibited insurrection, they n1ade no every,\•here. Each man in power felt as if 
sign. walking on a s1nouldering volcano ; each 

Among the prisoners ,vas the beautiful feared his neal'est nei~hbor and friend. 
"Co11sola1.ion-of-the-E,•es." On the ou:break In these circumstances it 1va felt that the 

' of the troubles in the ~{azenderan. ,vhen her \\•isest course \\·ould he a policv of conciliation. 
fellow-apostlei. h:i<l r-hut thcniselvcs up in If the dangerous class \\'as 'so numerous, it 
Castle l'ebcr:oy, she had traveflecl through • "'ould be nlost u11,1rise to provoke the1n to 
many 10,vns, exerting a powerful influence insurreclion. 'l'he ~1inisters therefore decided 
wherever sht: went. ·rhen she had disap- that no furtht::r search should be made, and 
peared from public view, and was supposed 10 that though, of course. the prisoners already 
be secretly at work in the capital. She y;as taken must either recant or die, as many of 
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them as should simply deny the fact of their spicuous among them was Seyd Houssein, the 
being B!bys should be freed at once without disciple \vho, on the fatal day at Tabree1-, had 
further question. denied and iusulted his 111aster. On that dar, 

1'he experiment was made first with Gour- \vhen he had con1e to hin1st·lf, he ni.icle his "·ay 
rct-ul-Aln, as it was supposed her example to 'feheran. There he sought out the leading 
would tell powerfully on the rest. Mahn1oud Babys, related to them the evc::nts of the day 
Khan came cheerfully home from Niaveran and avowed his crirne with such bitter, passion­
one morning, and told her he had good ne\vs ~tc repentance, that they recei\·ed hirn back 
for her. " You are to be sent for to Niaveran," into favor. But pardon had not brought 
said he. "The question will be put, Gourrct- peace; he passionately longed for rnartyrdom 
01-Aio, are you a Biby? You will simply to seal his repentance ; and no,v that his desire 
ans"·er, No. lt is a mere fonnality. Every- was on the point o[ fulfilment, \\'as not merelv 
bocly kno\vs you are one; hut nothing more caln,, like the (>lhers, but triu,nphant. ~fany 
will be asked, and you will at once be free." of the sect, wi1h ,vho,n Seyd Houssein :s held 
•• You do not know the real news for to-morro,v," in great r4:!verence, tnaintain that his treason 
said the Consolation-of-the-Eyes. "It is far was only in seen1ing, and an act of obedience 
better for me than what you say. For to-,nor- to the 1naster: that being the Bab's secretary, 
row at noon, you yourself, my friend, wilt and carrying ,vith lli1n i,nportant papers, this 
preside at 1ny burning, and l shall thus have ,,·as the only rneans of ha,·ing the,n convt:yed 
the honor of publicly v.•itncssing for God and in safety to hi~ friends. 
for his Sublime Highness. And now, Mah- On this day a spectacle \\·as ,,·itncssed in 
moud Khan, mark what I say; and let n,y ·reheran. the men1ory of \\ hich is not likely 
death to-1norrow be a sign to you that l spt;ak j soon to rade fron1 the 1ninds of the people. A. 
tnlth. 'l'he master who,n you serve \viii 1101 band of ,von1en and childrt!n, as \\"ell as n1en, 
reward you for your zeal. Ere long you ,viii their bodies bathed in blood fro111 rresh, gaping 
die a cruel death b)' his order. I entreat you, ,,•onnds., in "hich ,,·ere fixed bunches of blaz­
there.rore, before that hour comes, as corne it ing to1v, ,,,ere dragged ,,·ith ropes through the 
will, to S(:t your ,nind earnestly to search out streets and squares to the place of t·xc:curion. 
and know the truth.'' lt rnay be said in this ,\mid the a,ve-struck silence of the cro1,·d they 
case, as in that of the Zendj5.n martyr~. that sang in joyful tones, "1'ruly \\'t: belong to 
under such a governn1ent it needed little in- God; ,ve carne rrorn God, and ::ire returning 
sight to utter :-.uch a prophecy. Uc that as it to Hirn." Son1e of the liule ones, less strong 
mav, the Babys and the orthodox alike univer- in body than in spirit, died 011 the prCJgress. 
saliy relate it and believe in it; and some 'fhe corpses ,,·ere thro,vn in the ,,·ay or the 
years later it became fact in the experience of procession, and parents and si--ters ,1·alked on 
poor M:1hn1oud Khan. caln,ly. .i\rri1·ed at the :ippointed place, the 

And with the young prophetess herself, of offer of life. on conciit ion of· abjuration. \Vas 
course it also befel as she had ~aid. She ...,,a_s once 111orc rnadc :.11<1 rc_jcctt:d. J t ,night ha\'e 
taken (•fl the following day to Niaveran. In seen1ed that rneasures of inti,ni<lation \\'ere 
the presence of the king and his counsellors, exhausted; but i1 occ-urn:d to it soldier to try 
the officers of state, her fellow-prisoners and a svrncthiog nC\\'. •• I ( you do 11ot yield,'' he 
promiscuous crowd, the question \\'as put in said to a father. •• r 1,·ill cut the throars of 
the most respectful aocl conciliatory manner, your 1,,·o sons on your 01,·n b,ea 1." At once 
and \\'as rnet by an unqualified and exultant the Cather ~its do\\ n on the ground 1vith out­
avo,"al of her faith. ·rhere ,vas therefore, in stretchc:d arrns. and a bright-eycd littie lad of 
the view of her judges, no alternative. Rt·grct- fourteeen, ,vith blood-stained borly and hair­
fully the sentence was pronounced, and !>he charred flesh. but his r.icc gh:,,\'ing \\'ith love 
was led away to death. No lan1entations and faith. thro\\'S hin1self on hi:, brcn!'I, c·xclain1-
were uttered, no tearful adieus spoken by her ing, " Fa1her, I an1 the eldest, let rne he first! " 
fellO\\·-prisoners. 1'hcy heard '"ith calm cheer• \\'hat could persecution do "ilh a people like 
fulness, as matters of course, both the avowal this ? At last the butchery "·as finished: and 
and the sentence; regarding the fact o( either the caln1 sun1n1er ni~bt fell on a hideous, 
her death or their own as of too trifling sig- mangled 1nass of hoclil:S. to \\'hic·h the dogs 
nificance to tnovc then,. Gourret-lil-Ain ,,,as ,,ere gathering in trc1ops; ,rhile the heads 
take~ back to Teheran, in the charge or her \Vere hung up in bundles to decay in the sight 
sorro,,·ful {rit:nd, Mahmoud Khan. 'I'hey of the public. 
placed her on a pile of straw-matting: they \~'ith this sun111u:r day in 1852 the public 
covered the beautiful head \\'ith the lo11g-1ban- history of .HJbisn1 ends. But our author is 
doned veil : as a last act of mercy, ther strang- persuaded that rhe resulr of that day's events 
led h~r: then the lifeless body \\'as reduced was a very large. though ~ecret. accession of 
to asht·~. ;ind the a~hes scattered to the ,1·inds. adherents 10 the cause. It is only reasonable , 

It is aln1e_1,t superfluous to say that the other I' an<l natural that it should he so. 'fhe specta-
prisoners \\·ere equally in1practicable. Con- tors could not but (eel that there was some-




